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1890,

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

INDEX
rro the

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS
AND
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DURING THE SESSION

OF

1890.
Opened 29 April.—Prorogued 20 December, 1890.

REFERENCES TO THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS, VOL. I—14TH PARLIAMENT—SESSION 1890.

VOL.

A

PAPEE3.

PAGE.

ABBOTT, THE HON. JOSEPH PALMER, ESQ., M.P.
Election of, as Speaker, and presentation of, to His Excellency the Governor, 3S7.
Resignation of, as Member of the Committee of Elections and Qualifications, reported, 391. 

ABIGAIL, FRANCIS, ESQUIRE, M.P.
Leave of Absence granted to, 18.

ABORIGINES
Report of Board for Protection of, for 1889, laid on Table, 166..........................................................

ABSENTEE TiX:—
Motion made {Mr. Creer) in favour of imposition of, and negatived, 62.

ACCIDENT AT BATHURST (See “RAILWAYS”).
ADAMSTOWN (See “RAILWAYS”).
ADDITIONAL SITTING DAY

Motion made (Sir Henry ParJces) that Friday be an ; that Government business take precedence 
of General Business until 6 o’clock; that after 6 General Business shall take precedence, and 
General Orders shall take precedence of Motions, 410.

Motion made (Sir Henry Parkes) that Monday be an, and that Government Business take 
precedence, 469.

Motion made (Sir Henry Parkes) that next. Saturday be a sitting day, and that Governmenl 
Business take precedence, 552.

ADDRESS
In Reply to Governoe’s Speech :—

Brought up, 3 ; Motion made (Mr. Vivian) for adoption, amendment moved (Mr. Seaver) to 
insert new paragraph, and debate adjourned, 4 ; debate resumed, amendment negatived, and 
Address passed, 14; Answer from Governor, 15.

ADDRESSES AND ORDERS:—
. Alphabetical Register of ...........................................................................................................................

ADELAIDE JUBILEE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION (Sec also "NEiLU, MR. JOHN CASH’’).
Motion made (Mr. Pletcher) for Select Committee to enquire into expenditure of public money in 

connection with, 353 ; Report brought up, 520 ; adopted, 540 ..................................................
Petition presented from John Cash Neild for leave to be heard by Counsel before the Select

Committee, and prayer granted, 414.............................. ,
ADELAIDE POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH CONFERENCE’ .......................

Report of Proceedings, laid on Table, 180 ................ ................ ............................................................
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YOL. PAGE.

A
ADJOURNMENT

Motion made {Mr. McMillan} for—Point of Order, raised as to whether it was according to Parlia
mentary Practice to move two motions of a similar character consecutively; Mr. Speaker ruled 
that since the Additional Standing Orders, altering the character of the motions for adjourn
ment, had been adopted, the practice of the House of Commons did not apply, 247.

Motion made {Sir Henry Parkes) for, and Speaker calls attention to continued irrelevance or 
tedious repetition on the part of Mr. A. O. Taylor, and directed the Honorable Member to 
discontinue his speech, 407 ; there being no tellers for the noes, motion passed, 407.

Special, 14, 373, 383, 393.
Op House :—

Motion made for and passed, 5, 19, 27, 34, 41, 47, 70, 74, 76, 84, 89,100, 109, 117, 125, 138, 143, 
148, 155, 160, 164, 191, 203, 208, 232, 237, 241, 270, 277, 289, 303, 317, 321, 338, 373, 382, 
385, 390, 393, 397, 401, 412, 416, 419, 432, 434, 443, 453, 461, 470, 476, 480, 558.

Eor want of a quorum before commencement of business, 559.
Eor want of a quorum after commencement of business, 104, 121,134, 178,195, 211, 253, 329,342, 

345, 349, 353, 449, 458, 486, 499, 521, 530.
M otion made for and withdrawn, 458.

Of Delate :—
Motion made for and passed, 4, 33, 53, 58, 62, 63, 70, 74, 80, 96, 100,109, 203, 269, 282, 296,300, 

317, 342, 397, 443, 458, 406, 520. ■
Motion made for and withdrawn, 227, 228, 458.
Motion made for and negatived, 104, 335, 430-1, 441, 442, 498-9.

Undeb Additional Standing Order No 1:—Motion made for, on subjects stated below, and 
negatived. —■ '

Investigations into recent Railw-ay Disasters, 53.
Abolition of practice of Imprisonment for Debt—Cases of Ray and Ghee Hoy, 76.
Necessity of dealing with the Rabbit Question, 79, 222.
Railway Accident at Bathurst and other Railway and Tramway Accidents, 95.
Agricultural Society’s Ground, 103.
State of the Public Business, 108.
Administration of the Post and Telegraph Department, 152.
Charges against the management of the “ Vernon,” Training-ship, 175.
Attack made on character of Mr. William Stephen, M.P., by Postmaster-General, 217.
Mr. Willis and the Railway Commissioners, 239.
Railway Merchandise and Live Stock Rates, 247.
The Government and its broken pledges, 253.
The state of the country in the present crisis, 329.
The attitude of the Government towards Trades Unions and Unionists with reference to the 

present labour difficulty, 332.
The unsatisfactory state of public business, 336.
Ministerial Statement of the Premier, 373.
Charge of the Government Business of the House by the Minister of Public Works, 465.
The labours, constitution, and general character of the Royal Commission appointed to inquire 

into the cause of Strikes and the Labour Question, 489.
The unsafe state of the Postal Pillar Boxes now being erected in the City of Sydney, 498.
The charge of Corruption in connection with the Broken Hill Water Supply Bill, 535. 

ADMINISTRATION OP JUSTICE:—
Administration of Licensing Law in Bathurst :—

Motion made {Mr. Paul) for papers in reference to, 231, 269 : Return to Order laid on Table, 273. 
Appeal Case to the Privy Council, Alison v. Burns :—

Information respecting, laid on Table, 226..............................................................................................
Catherine Hill Bay :— ................................

Return respecting, laid on Table, 257......................................................................................................
Case of Barrie v. Simpson, Lismore :— ................................................

Motion made (.Mr. Ewing) for papers in connection with, 87; Return to Address, laid on Table, 158
Case of Kdward Clayton, tried and convicted at Albuby :__

Motion made (Mr. Crick) for papers in connection with, 257 ; Return to Address, laid on Table, 307. 
Case of Eddy ®. Martin.—

Motion made (Mr. Crick) for papers in connection with, and withdrawn, 303.
Case of Gibbs, tried at Police Court, Queanbeyan:—

Motion made (Mr. O Sullivan) for papers having reference to, 295; Return to Address laid on 
Table {not printed), 535.

Case of Henry Williams, who was arrested at Moeeb:—■
Motion made (Mr. G-arrard) lor papers in connection with, 316; Return to Address, laid on Table,

379 .................................................................................. ....... ..................................;...................... ;
Court-house, Redtkrn :— ..............................

Notification of resumption of land under Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, 273 ..........
Court-house, The Glebe :—

Notification of resumption of Land under the Land for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, laid on
Table, 18 ....................................................................................................... ......................’............

District Courts Act of 1858:— ............................................
Annual Returns under 103rd Section, laid on Table, 166......................................................................

Imprisonment of Cabman Sweetman, Mount Rennie Crime :—..........................................................
Motion made (Mr. Crick) for papers in connection with, 162 ; Return to Address, laid on Table 

(not printed), 380.
J. W. Edwards’ Conditional Purchase, 84-13, Cooma :—

Return showing instructions given to the Crown Solicitor to employ Counsel before the Land 
Court, laid on Table {not printed), 449.

Law Reform :—
Motion made {Mr. Peid) in reference to Legal Procedure, and urging on the Government the 

necessity of inquiry with a view to, 479.
Metropolitan Magistrates Act, 1881. ’

Corresnondence respecting Rules under Section 8, laid on Table, 287 ..............................................
Mr. T. R. I cult. Visiting Magistrate to.Lord Howe Island:—.....................................................

Motion made (Mr. Traill) for copy of complaints made against, 380 ; Return to Order, laid on
Table, 471......................................................................................................................................

Ray and Chee Hoy :— .............................................
Adjournment moved for abolishing practice of Imprisonment for Df bt, as exemplified in cases of, 76.
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ADMINISTRATION OP JUSTICE {continued)
Removal oe Mb. Willis, M.P., eeom the Commission op the Peace:—

Petition from Citizens and residents of New South Wales presented in favour of replacing him on
the Roll, 516.................................................................... ........................................... ........  ............

Correspondence respecting, laid on Table, 558..........
ADVERTISEMENTS (See “GOVERNMENT”)- ......................... ...............................................
AEGEAN CARRIERS

Use op Camels by in the Transport op Goods :— #
Petition presented from certain residents of Bourke, drawing attention to unfair competition with 

the Carriers of that district, 464:.......
AGENT-GENERAL OP THE COLONY ........................................................:.........................

Motion made (Afr. Toryty) to limit duration of term of office of, and by leave withdrawn, 27. 
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY OP NEW SOUTH WALES LEASE BILL

Petition presented (Afr. Martin) for leave to proceed with, under the 65th Standing Order, pre
sented and read 1,14 ; Motion made {Mr. Martin) for 2°; Point of Order submitted as to 
whether Bill was beyond the Order of Leave, and ruled against by Mr. Speaker; read 2°, 
committed, Committee reported no quorum, and House counted out, 104 ; Order of the Day 
restored to Paper, 246.

AGRICULTURAL 
Societies:—

Motion made {Mr. G-ormly) for Committee of the Whole for granting to them £1 for £1 raised bv 
private contributions, 12 ; Order of the Day postponed, 27; House in Committee, Resolution 
agreed to, 163.

Colleges :—
Return respecting establishment of, laid on Table, 99 ...........................................................................

Ham Common:— "
Motion^made {Mr. Frank FarneU) for papers in connection with selection of, for site for College,

Import Duties upon Produce : —
Motion made {Mr. McFarland) in favour of, on certain Produce, and Debate adiourned, 443. 

Italian Settlement, Richmond River, known as “New Italy”:—
Report by the Director of Forests on, laid on Table, 464......................................................................

New South Wales, Society’s Ground :— ......................................................
Adjournment moved to call attention to purposes for which used, 103.

Metropolitan Society:—
Return showing amount of money received from the Government since its formation as subsidies 

and special grants, laid on Table, 107.......
ALBUM OP CONGRATULATORY CARDS:— ' ........................................................................

Received by General Post Office from post offices in other parts of the world, laid on Table (as 
Exhibit only), 82. v

ALISON V. BURNS—APPEAL CASE (See “CROWN LANDS”)
ALPHABETICAL REGISTERS :—

Addresses and Orders passed during Session..........................................................................................
Bills dealt with during Session.......................... ...........................................

ALTERNATIVE ROUTES (See “RAILWAYS”)......................................................................................
AMENDMENT :—

Form of, amended by consent, 83.
AMEROO (See “EDUCATION”).
ANSWERS AND QUESTIONS :—

Sessional Order passed, 10.
ANTONY (See “SILK CULTURE”).
APPROPRIATION BILL (SECOND SESSION, 1889) :— 

Assent reported, 2.
APPROPRIATION BILL :—

also “MEMBERS”: also

Standing orders suspended, 536 ; Ordered {Mr. McMillan) founded on Resolutions of Ways and 
Means Nos. 3 and 4, presented and read 1°, 549 ; read 2°, committed, reported with an 
amendment, report adopted; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 555 ; returned without 
amendment and Speaker authorized to present to Governor for assent, 558.

ART GALLERY (See “NATIONAL ART GALLERY”).
ASSEMBLY (See also “ADJOURNMENT”; also “NO QUORUM 

“BAR OP THE HOUSE”); also “ELECTORAL”:—
Opening of Session, 1.
Members sworn, 1(2), 171, 217, 239, 257, 395, 505.
Governor’s Opening Speech, 2 ; Address-in-Reply, 34; Answer to Address, 15.
Elections and Qualifications Committee, 7, 27, 35, 68, 73, 116, 411, 414.
Sessional Orders passed, 10(6), 11(6), 12(3), 40, 253, 410, 469.
Sessional Order rescinded, 336.
Sessional Order negatived, 359.
Sittings after Midnight, 14, 41, 76, 84, 89,100, 104, 117, 125, 138, 159, 163, 170, 183, 191, 228, 

232, 236, 247, 261, 289, 321, 334, 342, 368, 373, 382, 401,'406, 412, 419, 430, 452, 461, 466, 
470, 476,486, 490, 502, 506, 511, 517, 526, 536, 542, 556. ....

Interruptions to proceedings, 2l7.
Leave of Absence to Members, 18, 83, 316, 332.
Business fixed for a future day to take precedence of all other business, 33, 53, 58, 70, 74, 100,
Business postponed to after Notice of Motion, 395.
General Business takes precedence at 6 o’clock on Friday, 410, 419, 436, 457, 472, 498, 521.
Government Business takes precedence after half-past six o’clock, 555. ’
House meet at 2 o clock on Friday, and General Business take precedence until half-past 6 

o’clock, 536. v
Government Business to take precedence on Additional Sitting Day, 469, 552.
Form of amendment to motion, amended by concurrence, 83. ’ '
Orders of the Day of Government Business postponed in a bunch, 143, 266, 282, 314, 416, 512,549. 
Government Business postponed in a bunch, 400.
Order of the Day restored to Paper, 246.
Order of the Day discharged, 133, 208, 288 (2) 341, 423, 461, 521 (2), 524, 534, 553 O).
Bills withdrawn, 133, 208, 288 (2), 341, 423, 461, 521 (2), 534, 553 (2).
Bills laid aside, 294, 360. ’
Motion to lay Bill aside negatived, 348-9. .
Vacant Seat, 139, 157, 161, 223, 375, 431-2.
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ASSEMBLY (continued) :— i '
Chairman of Committees appointed for day only, 162.
Ministerial Statement made by Sir Henry Partes, 328, 373, 465.
Clerk informs House of unavoidable absence of Speaker, 385.
Hesignation of James Henry Young, Esq., as Speaker announced, 387.
Joseph Palmer Abbott, Esq., elected Speaker and presented to G-overnor, 387. 
Speaker having observed grave disorder in Committee resumes Chair, 419. 
Member being adjudged guilty of disorder expelled, 430-1.
Votes and Proceedings, 1 to 112 ............................................................................
Business undisposed of at close o^Session ............................................................
Attendances of Members in Divisions and Counts-out during the Session.........
Business of the Session ............................................................................................
Weekly Reports of Divisions in Committee, Nos. 1 to 18.....................................
Weekly Abstracts of Petitions, Nos. 1 to 34 .........................................................
Alphabetical Registers of Bills...............................................................................

Do of Addresses and Orders....................................................
Standing and Select Committees appointed during Session .................................
Proclamation proroguing ........................................................................................

Smokinh in the Libeaby and Reading-eooms :—
Complaint of Mr. O. O. Dangar against Members, laid on Table, 46.................

Pbayer:—
Motion made (Mr. Turner) to open business with on each sitting day, and negatived, 147-8. 

Sie Heney Paekes :—•
Mr. Speaker informed the House that the head of the Government would resume his duties on 

27th August, and asked for permission to depart from certain rules for that purpose, 267. 
Standing Oedees :—

Motion made (Mr. Alfred Allen) to refer the Additional Standing Orders to the Standing 
Orders Committee for consideration as to the expediency of increasing the number of Members 
required to rise in support of the motion for adjournment from five to twenty, and amend
ment proposed (Mr. J. T. Abbott) to refer the whole of the Standing Orders to the Com
mittee, and amendment carried, 372 ; Report brought up, 485 ..............................................

Negatived, 436.
Suspended, 321, 524, 536, 540.
Name of Mr. Young added to Committee, 418.

Me. Speaker Young—Pkivilege :—
Mr. Dibbs referred to alleged insolvency of, and drew attention to Constitution and Bankruptcy 

Acts to show that his seat was vacated; Sir Henry Parkes stated that the Attorney-General’s 
opinion was that Mr. Young had not become a bankrupt within the meaning of the Constitu
tion Act; Mr. Dibbs laid correspondence on Table, 375 ..........................................................

Intended Retieement of Me. Speaker :—■
’ Mr. Young addressed the House in reference to, 383.
ASSENT TO BILLS (See also “ MESSAGES ”).

Of previous Session reported, 2 (3).
ASSURANCE (See “ POLICIES OP ASSURANCE BILL ”).
ASYLUMS

Mes. Cunynghame, date Superintendent, Pabbamatta :—
Motion made (Mr. Mowe) for Select Committee to inquire into removal of, and papers referred to

Committee, 13 ; Mr. Hawthorne’s name added to, 188; Report brought up, 328......................
Petition presented from Mr. Sydney Maxted for leave to appear by Attorney before the Select Com

mittee, and prayer granted, 39 .........................................................................................................
Petition presented from Sarah Cunynghame for leave to appear before Select Committee, and leave

granted, 39 .....................................................................................................................................
Parramatta and Newington :— '

Information respecting laid on Table, 379 .......................................................................................
ATTORNEYS’ BILLS OP COSTS AND PRACTICE OF CONVEYANCING ACT AMENDMENT 

• BILL:—
Received from Council, and on motion (Mr. McMillan) read 1°, 516. 

AUSTRALASIAN PE DERATION
Motion m.ade (Sir Henry Parkes) that House concurs, in Resolutions adopted by the Conference 

held in Melbourne, Resolutions appointing Delegates to National Australasian Convention, 
making provision for submitting Constitution to Parliament, and for the appointment of 
Members of Council to the Convention, and debate adjourned, 33 ; debate resumed and 
adjourned, 53, 58; debate resumed, 69; amendment moved (Mr. Slattery) to insert Resolu
tions in place of first Resolution, and debate adjourned, 70 ; debate resumed and adjourned, 
73-74, 79-80 ; debate resumed; form of amendment amended by concurrence, 83 ; debate 
adjourned, 84; debate resumed and adjourned, 95-96, 99-100, 108-109, 281-2, 295-6, 300; 
debate resumed, 307 ; amendment negatived, 308; amendment moved (Mr. Turn?) in Resolu
tion 2 for the appointment of Members by Ballot, and carried, 309 ; Resolutions, as amended, 
agreed to, and Ballot taken, 309-10 ; message, with Resolutions, sent to Council, 312.

Message from Legislative Council acquainting the Assembly that it bad agreed to certain Resolu
tions and transmitting a copy, 360.

Conference:— ‘
Ofilcial. Record of the Proceedings and Debates of, held in Parliament House, Melbourne, laid on 

Table, 25 ..........................................................
Convention :—

List of Delegates appointed to represent the various Colonies at, laid on Table, 464 ..................
Motion made (Sir Henry Parkes) providing for filling vacancy in, Message to Council, 540; 

Message from Council, concurring, 554.
AUSTRALIAN BANKING COMPANY OP SYDNEY BILL:—

Petition presented (Mr. lioxvel) for leave to bring in, 287 ; leave given, presented, and read 1°, 
329; referred to Select Committee, 332 ; Report brought up, 358; Order of the day postponed, 
410; Mo ion made (Mr. Dowel) for 2° and amendment moved (Mr. Oould) to refer to a 
Second Select Committee, and amendment carried, 436 ; Report brought up, 486 ; Order of 
the Day postponed, 510..................

AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM:— ■ ...............................................................................
Report of the Trustees for 1889, laid on Table, 334 ............................................. ■................................

AUSTRALIAN MUTUAL PROVIDENT SOCIETY’S OFFICERS’ PROVIDENT FUND 
TRUSTEES BILL:—

Received from Legislative Council, and on motion (Mr. Garrard) read 1°, 310; read 2°, com
mitted, reported without amendment, Veport adopted, 314 ; read 3°, passed, and returned to 
Council, 316 ; assent reported, 340.
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BALLINA (See “RAILWAYS”). A •*
BALLOT' •

Delegates to National Federal Convention appointed by, 310. «
BALLOTING! FOR SELECT COMMITTEEv' ,

Sessional Order passed, 11. .
BALMAIN (See “WHARVES”; also “ELECTORAL”; also “RAILWAYS”; also “TRAMWAYS”). 
BANKING, LAND, BUILDING, AND INVESTMENT COMPANIES (see also “AUSTRALIAN 

BANKING COMPANY OF SYDNEY BILL”)
For Quarter ended 31st December, 1889, laid on Table, 17..................................................................

Do 31st March, 1890, laid on Table, 123.......................................................................
Do 30th June, 1890, laid on Table, 280 ......................................................................
Do 30th September, 1890, laid on Table, 485 ...............................................................

BANK LIABILITIES AND ASSETS:—
For Quarter ended 31st December, 1889, laid on Table, 17..................................................................

Do 31st March, 1890, laid on Table, 45...........................................................................
Do 30th June, 1890, laid on Table, 234 .......................................................................
Do 30th Sept., 1890, laid on Table, 410 .......................................................................

BANK HOLIDAYS ACT AMENDMENT BILL .—
Motion made (Mi\ Vivian) for leave to bring in, 257; presented and read 1°, 268 ; Order of the 

Day postponed, 307; motion made for second reading; Point of Order, that Bill was beyond 
the order of leave, sustained by Mr. Speaker ; Order discharged and Bill withdrawn, 423. 

BANK HOLIDAYS ACT AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)
Motion made (Mr. Vivian) for leave to bring in, 476 ; presented and read, 1°, 479. 

BANKRUPTCY ACT
Rules of Supreme Court, laid on Table, 17, 307 ..................................................................................

WORKINO OF :—
Motion made (Mr. Crick) for return in reference to Official Assignees, 358 ; Return to Order, 

laid on Table, 516 ......................................................................... ....................................................
BANKS

Return respecting Government Moneys in various, laid on Table, 410 ...............................................
BAR OF THE HOUSE

Privileqe—Newspaper Article ■
Motion made (Mr. Traill) that the editor of Truth be summoned to give evidence at the Bar of the 

House in reference to statement that bribes had been offered and asked for by Members of 
Parliament, 291-2; Mr. Adolphus George Taylor summoned and examined, 299.

BARBOUR, ROBERT, ESQ., M.P.
Motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith) to appoint James Patrick Garvan, Esquire, to Parliamentary 

Standing Committee on Public Works, and amendment moved to substitute name of; amend
ment negatived, motion passed, 415.

BARRATTA RUN (See “ CROWN LANDS”).
BARRIE v. SIMPSON (See “ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”).
BARTON, MR. G. B

Motion made (Mr. O' Sullivan) for copy of terms and conditions of writing the History of New 
South Wales, 380.

Correspondence in connection with “ History of New South Wales from the Records,” showing
terms and conditions of contract with, laid on Table, 414.............. '..................................v..........

Return respecting History of New South Wales, laid on Table, 504 ..................................... . ...........
Further Correspondence, &c., "History of New South Wales from the Records,” laid on Table, 553 

BATHURST (See “RAILWAYS”; also “LICENSING”).
BERRY ESTATE 

North Shore:—
Motion made (Mr. O' Sullivan) for papers relating to grants at Crow’s Nest and Gore Island, 94. 

Shoalhaven :—
Motion made (Afr. O’NwHimre) for papers relating to, 108; Return to Order, laid on Table (not 

printed), 341.
BERRY MUNICIPAL DISTRICT NAMING BILL (See also “MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF 

BROUGHTON CREEK AND BOMADERRY NAMING BILL”).
Motion made (Mr. Morton) for leave to bring in, 26 ; presented and read 1°, 246 ; Order of the 

Day postponed, 299; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, Report adopted, 423 ; 
read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 428; returned without amendment, 465; Assent 
reported, 487.

BILLS (See also “MESSAGES”). ■
Vote of Chairman of Select Committee on Private, II.
Withdrawn, 133, 208, 288 (2), 341, 423, 461, 521 (2), 534, 553 (2).
Amendment moved to refer to Select Committee, negatived, 505.
Second reading intercepted by amendment that Bill be read “ this day three months,” 163. 
Amendment moved to read 2° “ this day six months,” and negatived, 236.
Laid aside, 294, 360.
Motion to lay aside negatived, 348.
Title amended in Committee, 456.
Recommitted, 556.
Alphabetical Registers of ......................................................................................................

BINDA (See “ROADS”). •
BINGERA (See “CROWN LANDS”).
BISHOP’S CREEK (See “BRIDGES”).
BLACK ROD :—

Delivers Message, 2.
BLACKTOWN (See “RAILWAYS”).
BLAYNEY (See “RAILWAYS”).
BLAYNEY MUNICIPAL COUNCIL ENABLING BILL

Petition presented (Mr. Garland) for leave to bring in, 371; leave given, presented, and read 1°, 
380 ; referred to Select Committee, 382 ; Report brought up, 388; read 2°, committed, re
ported without amendment. Report adopted, 416 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 418;
returned with an amendment, 465 ; amendment agreed to, 473 ; Assent reported, 510 ...........

BLUE BOOK:—
For 1889; laid on Table, 107..........................................................................................................................

BLUE-METAL QUARRIES (See “ BOMBO BLUE-METAL QUARRIES AT KIAMA.”)

3
3
3
3

3
3
3
3

3

3

3

8
8
8

1

9,

3
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647
649
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595
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BOAKD OF WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAOE OFFICES ERECTION BILL:
Motion made (Mr. Jirnce Smith) for Committee of the Whole, 136: Message from Lieutenant- 

Governor, 154; Order ofi:,the Day postponed, 162; House in Committee, resolution agreed 
to. Bill presented, and read 1°, 168; read 2°, committed, reported -without amendment, Report 
adopted, 190 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 202 ; returned with an amendment, and 
laid aside, 294

BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAG-E OFFICES ERECTION BILL (No. 2) •—
Motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith) for Committee of the Whole, 359; Message from Governor. 

366 ; House in Committee, Resolution reported, 368 ; Resolution agreed to, Bill presented 
and read 1°, 412; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, Report adopted, 415, 
r«ul 3 , passed, and sent to Council, 418; returned without amendment, 452; Assent reported,

BOATS, HIRED (See “ HIRED BOATS LICENSING BILL 
BOATS REGISTRATION AND REGULATION BILL

Motion made (Mr. SawTcen) for Committee of the Whole, resolution reported, 257; agreed to. 
Bill presented and read 1°, 258 ; Order of the Day postponed, 320; Motion (Mr. Hawhen) 
for second reading being proceeded with—Poi«n! of Order : That Bill was a Money Bill, and 
should be covered by a Message from the Governor, Speaker overruled the Point of Order, 
but pointed out that Bill imposed license fees not referred to in order of leave, and therefore 

■ was order! Order of the Day discharged and Bill withdrawn, 461.
BOMADERRY (See “MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF BROUGHTON CREEK AND BOMADERRY 

NAMING BILL”).
BOMBO BLUE-METAL QUARRIES AT KIAMA

made (Mr- IyHne') for papers in reference to purchase of by Government, 483. 
BONDSMEN AND SURETIES LIABILITIES BILL:—

Motion made (Mr. Wall) for leave to bring in, 26; presented and read 1°, 61; Order of the Day 
postponed, 195. 1

BOOK PURCHASERS PROTECTION BILL :—
Received from Legislative Council, and on motion (Mr. Stevenson) read 1°, 200; read 2°, com

mitted, reported with amendments, with an amended Title, Report adopted, 288-9; Order 
of the Day postponed, 295; read 3°, passed, and returned to Council with amendments, 

•D/vD^TT/-iTvn<lllU1ilg amended Title, 298 ; amendments agreed to, 313 ; Assent reported, 339. 
BOROUGH OF NEWCASTLE ELECTRIC LIGHTING BILL:—

Petition presented (Mr. Fletcher) for leave to bring in, 136; leave given, 151; presented and 
read. 1,152 ; referred to Select Committee, 159 ; Report brought up, 182 j motion made for 
2 , and Point of Order, that Bill was beyond order of leave upheld by Speaker, Order of the

. Pay discharged and Bill withdrawn, 288 ........................
Petition presented from Ratepayers of Newcastle against, 152 .....................................................
Petition presented from Directors of Newcastle Oas and Coke Company (Limited), praying the 

. Pouse to limit the operations of the Borough Council, 152 ....
Petition presented from Ratepayers of Newcastle in favour of, 152 ..........................................
Petition presented from Directors of the Newcastle Gras and Coke Company (Limited), referring 

to previous Petition, and praying for leave to be heard before the Select Committee or at the
. Bar of the House, and leave to appear before Select Committee granted, 162..............

Petition presented from Ratepayers of the City of Newcastle to be heard by Council before Select 
Committee, and prayer granted, 162 . •

BOROUGH OF NEWCASTLE ELECTRIC LIGHTING BILL (No. 2):—.......................................
Petition presented (Mr. Alexander Broivn) for leave to bring in, 384 ; leave given, presented, and 

read 1 , 393; referred to Select Committee, 414; Report and minutes of evidence of Select
BOROUGH oTwTLLOPS COmmittee’ 418 J Eei,0rt br0Ught ^ 428'

Petition presented (Mr Cullen) for leave to bring in, 178; leave given, presented, and read 1', 
181; referred to Select Committee, 188; Report brought up, 195 ; read 2°, committed, reported 
without amendment, Report adopted, 227; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 232; returned
without amendment, 264; assent reported, 268................................

BOURKE (See also “ CROWN LANDS ” ; also “ STOCK ”). .............................................
Motion (Mr. Waddell) for £20,000 to be placed on Estimates for Embankment around and 

withdrawn, 27. ’
BOYINEPTUBEECULOSIS^-y int° Fl0°d8 “ T0Wn District’laid on Table> 52 •

BOWRAJWSee “^IMETER^ES1”^.011’ “ ^ S°Uth C°a8fc laid °n Table’ 366'

”)•

also “SOUTHERN BREAKWATER, NEWCASTLE ’

(See “ CEMETERIES
AEDILTj (See “NAUTICAL SCHOOL-SHIP ‘VERNON 

BRAID WOOD (See “RAILWAYS”)
BRANDS (See “STOCK”).
BREAKWATER (See “BYRONBAY 

also “TRIAL BAY”).
BRENNING, MISS :—

°f (5“ 1889) negatiTed’ 88‘
BRIBERY (See “PARLIAMENT”) 1
BRIDGES:— •

Bishop’s Creek, Field oe Mars :—
Notification of^resumjition of land for approaches, under Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition

COKNECTUMG CABEIN&TON WITH THE MAINLAND AT NEWCASTLEV—.................................
I etitmns presented m favour of erecting a permanent structure without delav —

From Residents of Newcastle, Hamilton, Wickham, and Carrington, 5 (2) .............
r,„ p0 Newcastle, Hamilton, Wickham, Waralah, and Carriniiton 5 C)
Connecting- Svdnet with the North Shore :— vaxungion, o t. ;

Motion made (Mr. Slattery) for papers in reference to, 189 
iiKECTION OF, OVER Mini ANT) DaNG-AR CREEKS :—

Correspondence, reports, &c., respecting, laid on Table, 390 ; returned to Public Works Depart-

Hunter Kiter at Jerry’s Brains :— ................................................................................
^^^sLdifvCommht Appendices, and Plan, from the Parliamentary

Standing Committee on Public Works, laid on Table, 52........... 1

Return to Order, laid on Table, 307
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BRIDGES {continued) : —
Iron, at Cowra (See also “ Cowra Bridge Bill ”). *

Report, together with Minutes of ETidence, Appendices, and Plans, from the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Public Works, laid on Table, 87 ; Motion made {Mr. Bruce Smith)
that work be carried out, 141......................................... ....................................................................

Morpeth and Hinton:— '
Report by the Examiners of Public Works Proposals on, laid on Table, 465 ; evidence laid on

Table, 469.............................. ■..............................................................................................................
Mureumbidgee Ritee, at Fresheord :—

Report respecting the proposal to construct, laid on Table, 341..........................................................
Pyrmont and Glebe Island:— .

Report of Board appointed to inquire into the questions of the construction of, together with a
line of Tramway to Balmain, laid on Table, 312 ..........................................................................

■ Riter Murray, at Tocumwal:— .
Motion made (Mr. Chanter) for papers relating to, 295. Return to Order, laid on Table (not 

printed), 358; returned to Public Works Department, 535.
Tarban Creek, Parramatta Riter :— ■

Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plan^ from the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Public Works, laid on Table, 25 ..............................................................

Tarbeganda:— . .
Notification of resumption of land under the Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, for

approach to, laid on Table, 129.........................................................................................................
To connect Bullock Island with the Mainland at Newcastle: —

Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plans from the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Public Works, laid on Table, 32 ...................... .■......................................................

BRITISH NEW GUINEA :—
Annual Report on for 1889-90, with Appendices, laid on Table, 485..................................................

BROKEN HILL AND PINNACLES TRAMWAY BILL :—
Petition presented (Mr. Slattery) for leave to bring in, 76; presented and read 1°, 79 ; referred 

to Select Committee, 88.
Petition presented from William Peter MacGregor, Jenkyn Collier, and Duncan Grant, against 

and praying to be heard before the Select Committee, and prayer granted, 124.
BROKEN HILL WATER SUPPLY BILL:— • ‘

Petition presented (Mr. J. P. Abbott) for leave to proceed with under the 65th Standing Order, 
presented, and read 1°, 2°, 24 ; Order of the Day postponed, 79 ; committed, 257 ; Order ol 
the Day postponed, 324,341,353,372,405,410. House in Committee—Disorder. Mr. Speaker 
resumed the Chair, and expressed astonishment that the Honorable Member for Burrowa, 
Mr. Slattery, did not obey the ruling of the Chairman, and also stated that if the Honorable 
Member did not do so he would have to take an extreme course ; Mr. Slattery explained, 
Mr. Speaker gave ruling, and Committee resumed—Bill reported with amendments, Report 
adopted, 419 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 423-4; returned with amendments, 492 ; 
Order of the Day postponed, 501 ; amendments agreed to, 512 ; assent reported, 531.

Petition presented from Town and surrounding Districts of Broken Hill, urging the passing of
without delay, 137 .............................................................................................................................

Petition presented from certain Directors of Mining Companies, Broken Hill, in favour of, 245 ... 
Petition presented from certain residents on Crown and other Lands, within the area proposed 

to be submerged by the Company, to delay the passing of the Bill until their claims are
. satisfied, 261................................................ .........................................................................................

Charges oe Bribery in connection with the passing oe :—
Motion made (Mr. Waddell) for Royal Commission to inquire into—Point of Order,—That motion 

was substantially the same as an amendment moved the previous night, and therefore could not 
be put. Speaker ruled motion out of order, 529. ■

Adjournment of the House moved to call attention of the Government to the urgent necessity of 
investigating, 535.

BROKEN HILL WATER-WORKS BILL :—
Petition presented (Mr. Cullen) for leave to bring in, 261; leave given, presented, and read 1°, 270; 

referred to Select Committee, 316.
BROMLEY, MR. SIDNEY N. DE MONTFORT (See “ CIVIL SERVICE”).
BROUGHTON CREEK (See “MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF BROUGHTON CREEK AND 

BOMADERRY NAMING BILL ”)?
BROWN’S CREEK (See “FLOODS”).
BRUNSWICK RIVER:—

Report by Mr. E. B. Price, Temporary Examiner of Public Works Proposals, in regard to 
improvement of, laid on Table, 465............................................................. ;...................................

BRUSHGROVE (See “ ROADS”).
BUCKLEY, THOMAS (See “ROADS”).
BUCKNELL AND LOMAX, MESSRS. (See “TELEGRAPHS”).
BUILDINGS RENTED BY GOVERNMENT :—

Return (in part) respecting, Department of Justice, laid on Table, 166..............................................
Further return (in part) respecting, Public Works Department, laid on Table,188.........................
Further return (in part) respecting. Post and Telegraph Department, laid on Table, 216..............
Further return (in part) respecting, Department of Public Instruction, laid on Table, 216 ..........
Further return, (in part) respecting. Department of Lands, laid on Table, 231 ..............................
Further return (in part) respecting, Treasury Department and Attorney-General’s Department,

laid on Table, 245 .............................................................................................................................
Further return (ia part) respecting, Colonial Secretary’s Department, laid on Table, 293..............

BULLOCK ISLAND (See “BRIDGES”).
BURROWA (See “RAILWAYS”).
BURSARS (See “EDUCATION”).
BURWOOD ROAD (See “ RAILWAYS ”).
BUSH, MAURICE (See “CROWN LANDS”).
BUSINESS DAYS :—

TOL.

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

8

2

2
2

2

7

8
8
8
8
8

8
8

Sessional Order passed, 10.
Hours of meeting on. Sessional Order negatived, 359.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE :—
Precedence of Government Business, Sessional Order passed, 10.
Precedence of General Business, Sessional Order passed, 10.
Formal Business, Sessional Order passed, 10.
Sessional Order passed, 11.
Limitation of Business Hours, Sessional Order passed, 40; Rescinded, 336.
Fixed for a future day, to take precedence of all other business, 33, 53, 58, 70, 74, 100.

PAPEES.
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B
BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE (continued') —

Orders of Day ordered to take precedence of Notices of Motion of General Business on Wednes
days and Thursdays, 253.

Government, takes precedence on Fridays up to 6 o’clock, and General Business after that hour, 
and General Orders of the Day takes precedence of Motions, 411.

BUSINESS OF THE SESSION —
Undisposed of at close of Session... ... ... . ...
Sessional Paper . . ......

BY-LAWS —
Laid on Table- 

Municipalities Act —
Borough of Lithgow, 31 .................................. .... ............... .. . .

Do Enfield, 31
Do Grafton, 31.......................
Do St Leonards, 31 . .. .
Do Wagga Wagga, 31 .........
Do Gosford, 31, 366
Do Narrandera, 31 ..
Do Waterloo, 32 ..................
Do Newcastle, 32 ..............
Do Burwood, 151,245, 293 .
Do Narrabn, 166 ................
Do Waveilcy, 207 ..
Do New Lambton, 245 ......

Municipal District of Burrowa, 31
Do Wingliam, 31
Do Muswellbrook, 31 ...
Do Hillston, 31 .
Do Blayney, 31 .. .
Do Sfcrathfield, 31 . ..
Do Nowra, 32 ........
Do Camden, 32 ....
Do Manly, 32 .
Do Silverton, 82...................
Do Dubbo, 82 ...
Do Rjde, 91 ................
Do G-undagai, 260 ...
Do Tenterfield, 293 ...
Do Bingara, 293........ ...

Bowral 293Do
Do Kogarah, 312 ..
Do Mittagong, 312, 502 .
Do North Sydney, 312 . .
Do Hay, 312 .....................
Do Walcha, 379
Do Port Macquarie, 393 ...
Do Murrurunoi, 485 .
Do Katoomba, 534 .

Borough of Waterloo, 32 . . .
Do. Drummoyne, 234 

Municipal District of Hillston, 31
Do Nowra, 32 .......
Do Camden, 32 .......
Do Manly, 32 ...............
Do Parkes, 32 ...............
Do Adamstown, 32 ...
Do Ryde, 94...
Do Wingham, L66 

"Waverley, 207Do
Do Hamilton, 293
Do Kogarah, 312 . .
Do Cooma, 312
Do Mittagong, 312
Do JNorth Sydney, 312
Do Port Macquarie, 393
Do Katoomba, 534

Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Acts —•
Water and Sewerage Board, 25 (2) .. . .........................................................................
Country Districts m the County of Cumberland, 174 ..........................................................

Newcastle Paving and Public Vehicles Regulation Act.—
Borough of Newcastle, 32 (2) ....... ............ ..................................................... ...

Silverton Iree Public Library, 414 ... .... ............................................. . . .
University of Sydney, 414 . .. .................................... . ... ...
Water Supply, Municipal District of Lismore, 434 ....... ....
Maitland Cattle Dnving Act Amendment Act, 464 ......... . ... .
Hurstiille Public Library, 531 . ... ...

BYROCK (See'‘RAILWAYS”). ' '
BYRON BAY —

Proposed Breakwater —
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plan, from the Parliamentary 

Standing Committee on Public Works, laid on Table, 25; motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith)
that work be carried out, 130 ......................... ....... .............

Landsoldlrs near —
Motion made (Mr Hawaii) for Return showing, 202 : Return to Order, laid on Table, 307 .......

BYRON BAY BREAK WAT K-R BILL —
Motion made (Mr Bruce Smith) for Committee of the Whole, 141; Message from Lieutenant- 

Goiernor, 153 , House in Committee, resolution reported, 159-60; agreed to, Bill presented 
and read 1’, 169; read 2°, committed, reported with amendments, Report adopted, 175; 
read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 191 .................... ......................................
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CALAGHAN (See “CROWN LANDS”).
CALOOLA CREEK (See “ CHURCH AND SCHOOL LANDS ”).
CAMELS (See “AFGHAN CARRIERS”). .
CAMP EQUIPMENTS (See “MILITARY”).
CAMPBELL A. (See “ CROWN LANDS”).
CAMPBELLTOWN

Water District :—
Proclamation defining boundaries of, laid on Table, 45 .....................................................................

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT ABOLITION BILL
Motion made (Mr. Walker) for leave to bring in, 26.

CARCOAR ELECTORATE (See “EDUCATION”).
CARRINGTON

Petitions presented in favour of erecting without delay a permanent structure to 
connect Newcastle :— _
From residents of Newcastle, Hamilton, Wickham, and Carrington, 5 (2) ...................................

Do of Newcastle, Hamilton, Wickham, Waratah, and Carrington, 5 (2) ...................
CARTWRIGHT, ELIZABETH ANN (See “CROWN LANDS”).
CASEY, MR. J. B.

Petition presented from, praying that his case may be examined and weighed, and that justice and
consideration may be meted out to him, 540 ..............................................................................

CASTING YOTE
Given by Mr. Speaker, 164, 342.

CASWELL, Mr. (See “ CIYIL SERVICE ”).
CATHERINE HILL BAY (See “ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”).
CEDARS. .

Information respecting growth of, in Macleay and Bellinger Districts, laid on Table, 324..........
CEMETERIES

Bowral, General :— _ .
Notification of resumption of land under Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, laid on Table, 18 

Public, South Head :— ....
Notification of resumption of land under the Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act for

extension of, laid on Table, 32 ......................................................................................................
Teralba, General:— ' ....

Notification of resumption of land under Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, laid on
Table, 534 ........................................................................................................................................

CEMETERIES BILL:—
Motion made (Mr. .T. P. Abbott) for leave to bring in, 34; Order of the Day postponed, 133, 137 

Order of the Day discharged and Bill withdrawn, 341.
CENSURE (See “VOTES OF CENSURE”).
CENSUS AND INDUSTRIAL RETURNS BILL :—

Message from Governor, 467 ; Motion made (Sir Henry Parkes) for Committee of the Whole,
, 482; House in Committee, resolution agreed to, presented, and read 1°, 490; Order of the
" Day postponed, 519, 526; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted,

541; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 553 ; returned without amendment, 556 .........
CENTENNIAL INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION:—

Report of President of New South Wales Commission on, laid on Table, 166 .............................
Report of the Honorable R. Burdett Smith, M.L.C., Executive Commissioner, laid on Table, 216 

CENTRAL DIVISION (See “ CROWN LANDS ”).
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES :—

Mr. Melville elected, 10.
Mr. Garrard appointed for day only, 162.
Deputy Speaker’s (Mr. Melville) Commission to administer the Oath, 21.

CHATTELS (See “POWER OF MORTGAGEES OF CHATTELS RESTRICTION BILL”). 
CHEE HOY, CASE OF (See “ ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”).
CHLOROFORM (See.“DEATHS UNDER CHLOROFORM”).
CHURCH AND SCHOOL LANDS:— '

Motion made (Mr. Jones) for papers in reference to applications of P. J. Glasheen and S. Webb, 
at Caloola Creek, 132 ; Return to Order, laid on Table (not printed), 188.

CIRCULAR QUAY LAND BILL:—
Message from Governor, 306 j Motion made (Mr. McMillan) for Committee of the Whole, 314 ; 

House in Committee, resolution agreed to, 361; Bill presented and read 1°, 435; read 2°, 
committed, reported with amendments with an amended Title, Report adopted, 456 ; read 3° 
passed, and sent to Council, 461; returned without amendment, 489; Assent reported, 510. 

CITY OF NEWCASTLE GAS AND COKE COMPANY’S ELECTRIC AND OTHER LIGH 
B!LL:— ' „ j

Petition presented (Mr. Cullen) for leave to bring in, 61; presented, and read 1,69 ; referred to 
Select Committee, 73; Report brought up, 109; Motion made for 2° and negatived, Order of
the Day discharged and Bill withdrawn, 287-8...............................................................................

Petition presented against, from Municipality of New Lambton, and asking leave to appear before
Select Committee, 76.........................  ..............................................................................................

Petitions presented against, and asking leave to appear before Select Committee, and prayer granted :—

Do do
Do do
Do do
Do do
Do do
Do do
Do do
Do do

VOL.

Municipality of Adamstown, 69 .................................
Municipal District of Hamilton, 69............................
Municipality of Carrington, 69 ................................
Municipality of Wallsend, 69 ....................................
Borough of Stockton, 69 ............................................
Municipality of Plattsburg, 76....................................
City of Newcastle, 76 ................................................
Municipality of Merewether, 87 ................................

CITY OF SYDNEY (See also “RAILWAYS”).
Statement of receipts and expenditure of Corporation for 1889, laid on Table, 32 ....................

Improvement Board:—•
Annual Report of, for 1890, laid on Table, 366 .................................................................................

CIVIL SERVICE :—
Blue Book for 1889, laid on Table, 107 ...........................................................................................
Report of Board of New South Wales for 1889, laid on Table, 121 ............................................

Acting Deputy-Governor of Berrima Gaol :—
Motion made (Mr. ’Edmunds) for papers in reference to appointment of Mr. Sidney N. De Montfort 

Bromley, 76 ; Return to Order laid on Table, 94..... ................ ............................................
936—B
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C
CIVIL SERVICE (continued) —

Amalgamation op Oppices op Glebe of Petty Sessions and Land Agent at Coonamble — 
Motion made (Mr. Cass) for papers m reference to, 405 ; Retnrn to Order, laid on Table, 449 

Applications by “Hansard” State fob Additional Remuneration:—
Motion made (Mr. O’ Sullivan) for copies of, 515.

Appointments in Postal and Telegraph Hfpaktments —
Return showing, made by the Hon Daniel O’Connor during his tenure of office, laid on Table, 231 
Motion made (Mr. William Stephen) for return m reference to, 235 

Appointment op Db C. Lepeeianche as Goternment Medical Officer at Nareabbi — 
Motion made (Mr. J. P. Abbott) for papers m reference to, 320 ; Return to order, laid on Table, 366 

Complaints Against Keambach Postmaster and his Wipe :—
Motion made (Mr. Vivian) for papers m reference to, 371: Return to Order, laid on Table (not 

printed), 510.
Comptroller-General op Prisons —

Motion made (Mr. Alexander Brown) for papers relating to appointment of Mr. George Miller,
159; Return to Order, laid on Table, 174 .............. ......................................... . ...

Government Printing Office —
Return respecting Compositors, laid on Table, 260 ............ . ... ., ..

Mr. Caswell, Police Magistrate, Dubbo:—
Information respecting salary, fees, Ac., laid on Table, 124 ...................................... ..............................

Mr. Charles Egeson, late Map-compiler, Observatory —
Correspondence respecting charges of insubordination and neglect of duty, and subsequent

remoial from the Service, laid on Table, 471 ... ........... . '........ ...............
Mr. Hammond, Postmaster, Moama —

Return to Order (Second Session, 1889), laid on Table (not printed), 18.
Mr. J. B Casey — I

Petition presented from, praying that his case may be examined and weighed, and that justice and
consideration mav be meted out to him, 540 ................................... .... ............

Public Ofi-icprs as SprciAi Constabtes —
Information respecting employment of, laid on Table, 464 ..........................................................................

Public Service Inquiry Commission —
Report on the General Post Office, Money Order Office, and the Electric Telegraph Department,

laid on Table, 430 .........................................................................................................................................
Registrar General’s Department —

Motion made (Mr Crick) for a Select Committee to inquire into working of, and negatived, 303.
Report on, by Registrar-General, 245 ............. ............... ......... .................

Removal op Mr Midelton prom the Public Seri ice .—
Motion made (Mr. Wright) for papers in connection with, 552.

Salaries op Officers op the Legislative Council —
Memorandum by the Clerk of the Parliaments and Minute of President theieon m reference to 

increases, laid on Table, 504 
Superannuation Fund —

Motion made (Mr Kidd) for return respecting, 103 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 471
CIVIL SERVICE ACT, 1884— ......

Return of Pensions granted under, laid on Table, 39 ....................... ..................
CLARENCE RIVER (See also “ENTRANCE TO THE CLARENCE RIVER IMPROVEMENTS:

BILL”) — I
Proposed Iaiprovements to Entrance — |

Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plan, from the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Public Works, laid on Table, 25; Motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith)\
that work be carried out, 124 ......................................................................................... ... ......

Railway Construction and Harbour Improvement —
Petition presented for execution of works, 25 ........................................ I

CLARENCE TOWN (See “ PARKS ”). .........................................
CLAYTON, EDWARD (See “ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”).
CLERK OF ASSEMBLY —

Reads Proclamation convening Parliament, 1.
Reads Address m Reply to Governor’s Opening Speech, 3.
Swears Members of the Elections and Qualifications Committee, 35 (“), 68 (3), 73, 116,'’414.
Reads Deputy Speaker’s Commission to Administer the Oath, 21. ~
Reads Speaker’s (Mr. J. P. Abbott) Commission to Administer the Oath of Allegiance.
Reads Petition, 25, 124, 325, 384, 399, 415, 461, 489, 497.
Reads Newspaper Article reflecting on Members of the House, 291.
Swears Witness at Bar of the House, 299.
Lays papers on Table, 348 ....................................................................................................................................
Informs House of the unavoidable absence of the Speaker, 385.
Announces receipt of letter from James Henry Young resigning office of Speaker, 387.

CLERK OF PETTY SESSIONS AND LAND AGENT, COONAMBLE —
Motion made (Mr. Cass) for papers m reference to amalgamation of offices, 405,—Return to

Order, laid on Table, 449 ................................................................................
CLOSURE OF DEBATE — ..............................

Motion made for and passed, 274, 336
Motion made for, and less than forty Members shown in Tellers List m favour of, 275-6

COAL
Conveyance op :—

Return respecting, by Railway Commissioners, laid on Table, 166...........................................................
Railway Contracts for 1890 — ''

Return respecting, laid on Table, 345 .. . . .... ..............
COAL MINES REGULATION BILL — "

Motion made (Mr. Sydney Smith) for Committee of the Whole, 33 ; Message from Governor, 49; 
House m Committee, resolution agreed to, 142, Bill presented and read 1°, 143; read 2°, 
committed, 170; House in Committee, 218, 345 ; repoited with amendments, 349 ; Report 
adopted, 412; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 414.

Message from Council asking leave to examine Mr Curley, ML. A , and leave given, 485 
COAST HOSPITAL, LITTLE BAY:-

Report for 1889, laid on Table, 32 . ...............................................................................................
COBAR (See “MINING”, also “RAILWAYS”; also “NYNGAN TO COBAR RAILWAY BILL”) 
COCKBURN (See “RAILWAYS”).
COKES —

Repoil,Ae on, nvmutactured m New South Wales, laid on Table, 345 . ..
COLLEGE FOR TRAINING TEACHERS (See “EDUCATION”).
COLLIERIES (See “MINING”).
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COLLINS, CHARLES, ESQ.'
Issue and return of Writ for The Namoi reported, sworn, 239.

COLO TALLEY (See “RAILWAYS”).
COLONIAL COURTS OF ADMIRALTY ACT, 1890

Despatch respecting, laid on Table, 510 ..................................................................................................
COMMERCIAL AGREEMENT, PROVISIONAL:— . - .

Despatch respecting, between Great Britain and Servia, laid on Table, 136 ......................................
COMMERCIAL CONTENTION:—

Despatch respecting, between Great Britain and Egypt, laid on Table, 136 ......................................
COMMERCIAL TREATIES:— ‘

Despatch respecting, between Great Britain and Roumania, laid on Table, 319 ..............................
COMMISSIONS:— ...

Progress report of Royal, into schemes for Extermination of Rabbits, laid on Table, 32..................
Report of Fisheries to 31st December, 1889, laid on Table, 107..........................................................
Speaker’s to administer the Oath of Allegiance, 388. .
Report of Public Service, General Post Office, Money Order Office, and Electric Telegraph

Departments, 430 ..............................................................................................................................
COMMONS:— ,

Mudgee Town.-— -
Motion made (THr. Wall) for papers in reference to sale of, 19; Return to Order, laid on Table 

(not printed), 32.
Permanent and Temporary :— •

Return to Order (Session, 1889), laid on Table, 32 .................................... ..........................................
Sydney Common and Moore Pare :—■ . •

Notices of dedication and appointment of Trustees, laid on Table, 146..............................................
Ham :—

Motion made (Mr. Franlc FarneU) for papers in reference to a site for Agricultural College, 211. 
COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENT BILL :—

Motion made (Mr. Wall) for leave to bring in, 202.
COMPTROLLER-GENERAL OF PRISONS (See “CIVIL SERVICE”). .
CONCILIATION, COURTS OF (See “COURTS OF CONCILIATION BILL”).
CONDITIONAL PURCHASES (See “CROWN LANDS”; also “MINING”).
CONDOBOLIN (See “ CROWN LANDS”).
CONNELLY, JAMES-(See “CROWN LANDS.”)
CONSERVATION OF WATER (See “WATER CONSERVATION”).
CONSOLIDATED RENKNUE (See “ FINANCE”).
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND BILL :— .

Message from Governor, 306 ; Standing Orders suspended, 321; ordered, on motion (Mr. McMillan), 
founded on resolution of Ways and Means (No. 1), presented, read 1°, 2°, committed, reported 
without amendment, report adopted, read 3°, passed and sent to Council, 337-8; returned
without amendment, 345 ; assent reported, 353..............................................................................

CONSTITUTION ACT AMENDMENT (LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL QUORUM) BILL :— _
Received from Legislative Council, read a first time (Mr. McMillan), 73; read 2°, cpmmitted, 

reported without amendment, report adopted, 142; read 3°, passed, and returned to Council, 
151; Assent reported, 173.

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES (See “ STOCK ”).
CONTRACTORS DEBTS ACT AMENDMENT BILL:—

Motion made (Mr. Walker) for Committee of the Whole, 287.
CONTRACTORS’ LIEN BILL :—

Motion made (Mr. Garrard) for Committee of the Whole, 345; Order of the Day postponed, 414; 
House in Committee, resolution agreed to, presented and read 1°, 457 ; Order of the Day 
postponed, 510.

CONVICTIONS UNDER THE LICENSING ACT :—
Annual Return to Order, laid on Table, 32, 174 .......................... :......................................................

COOKE, J. H. (See “EDUCATION”).
COOK’S RIVER ROAD :—

■ Return showing expenditure on, laid on Table, 348 ...............................................................................
COOK’S RIVER ROAD TRAMWAYS BILL :—

Petition presented (Mr. Melville) for leave to bring in, 252; leave given, presented, and read 1", 
261; referred to a Select Committee, 264.

COOLABAH ACCIDENT (See “RAILWAYS”).
COOMA (See “RAILWAYS”).
COONAMBLE (See “ CLERK OF PETTY SESSIONS AND LAND AGENT AT COONAMBLE ”). 
COOTAMUNDRA (See “RAILWAYS”).
COOTAMUNDRA TO TEMORA RAILWAY BILL:—

Motion made (Mr. JBruce Smith) for Committee of the Whole, 136; Message from Lieutenant- 
Governor, 154 ; Order of the Day postponed, 162 ; House in Committee, resolution agreed to. 
Bill presented and read 1°, 168; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, Report 
adopted, 189; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 201; returned without amendment, 320; 
Assent reported, 339.

COROWA (See “ RAILWAYS ”).
CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF SYDNEY:—

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for 1889, laid on Table, 32 .............................................. .
COUNTS OUT (See also “NO QUORUM”).

Attendances of Members in Divisions, and........................'....................................................................
COUNTRY TOWNS WATER AND SEWERAGE ACT OF 1880 :—

Proclamation respecting application of certain sections to Wilcannia, 188......................... ................
Notification of completion and transfer of works, Borough of Orange, laid on Table, 210..............
Bv-laws, Borough of Lismore, laid on Table, 434 ............................................................................ .

COURT-HOUSES (See “ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”).
COURTS OF CONCILIATION BILL:—

Motion made (Mr. Dibbs) for Committee of the Whole, 295 ; Order of the Day postponed, 410; 
House in Committee, resolution agreed to, 457.

COWRA (See “BRIDGES”; also “RAILWAYS”).
COWRA BRIDGE BILL:— .

Motion made (Mr. Sruce Smith) for Committee of the Whole, 141; Message from Lieutenant- 
Governor, 154; Order of the Day postponed, 163 ; House in Committee, resolution agreed 

_ to, Bill presented and read 1°, 169; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, Report
adopted, 190; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 202; returned without amendment, 266 ;
assent reported, 268 .................................................... ...........................................;..................

GRACE, Mb. E. K. (See “ CROWN LANDS ”).
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C
CRICK, WILLIAM PATRICK, ESQ., M.P.

Chairman of Committee of Ways and Means reported that the Honorable Member for West 
Macquarie having refused to obey the Chair, had been removed from the Chamber, and that 
the Honorable Member had violently resisted the Sergeant-at-Arms ; Mr. Crick admitted by 
direction of Mr. Speaker and invited to explain; Mr. Crick addressed the House, and refusing 
to obey the Chair, was ordered to be removed from the Chamber, and having used certain 
disorderly words was adjudged guilty of disorder, &C., and expelled from the House, 430-1; 
seat declared vacant, 431-2 ; issue and return of Writ for West Macquarie, reported, 503- 
sworn, 505. ’

Privilege :—
Motion made (Sir Henry Parkes) instructing Mr. Speaker to require the Honorable Member to 

state whether he had at Lambton denounced the Parliament as being “rotten and corrupt.’1 
Point of Order—That the matter not suddenly arising was not one of Privilege, overruled. 
Amendment proposed (Mr. Crick) for the appointment of a Royal Commission to inquire 
into charges of “ corruption and bribery ” in reference to the Broken Hill Water Supply 
Bill; amendment negatived ; original motion passed; Mr. Crick denied having used the 
specific language as quoted in the resolution, 524-5.

CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT ACT OE 1883
Regulations in respect to Licenses laid on Table, 231, 348 ..................

CRIMINAL LAW AND EVIDENCE AMENDMENT BILL.........................................
Received from Legislative Council, and on motion (Mr. Gould) read 1°, 235 ; Order of Day post

poned, 314, 456.
CRIMINAL LUNATICS AND PRISONERS (See “DESPATCHES”)
CROOKWELL (See “ RAILWAYS ” ; also “ ROADS ”).
CROWE, HENRY (See “ CROWN LANDS ”).
CROWN LANDS (See also “COMMONS”; also “LAND COURT”):—

Ninth Annual Report of the Department of Lands, being for 1889, laid on Table, 414........
Act of 1889 :— ..........

Regulations under, laid on Table, 32, 136,188, 280, 553 (*)..................................................................

Notification of amendment of Form 11 under, 307..............................................................................
Alterations of Names and Designs of Cities, Towns, and Villages :—

Abstract of, laid on Table, 17, 78, 124, 294, 464, 534........................................................................... .

Dedication to Public and Religious Purposes :—
Abstract of, laid on Table, 17, 39, 79, 124,181, 231, 293, 410, 428, 465, 534......................................

Dedication of certain Lands under the 105th Section :—
Gazette Notices respecting, laid on Table, 17, 79, 124,181, 231, 294, 345, 410, 428, 534.

3 801, 803

4 1
,Y 207,631,217, 

1 633,639,637.
4 635

*{ 641, 643, 645, 
647, 649, 651.
653, 655, 657, 
659, 661, 663, 
665, 667, 669, 
671, 673.

4
675, 681, 683, 
685,687,689, 
691, 693.

Reserved for Preservation of Water Supply :—
Abstract of, laid on Table, 17, 78, 123, 180, 231, 294, 345, 410, 465, 534

Sites for Cities, Towns, and Villages :—
Abstract of, laid on Table, 17, 78, 123, 181, 294, 410, 464, 534 ..........................................................

Additional Conditional Purchase of George Curry, at Cootamundra :—
Motion made (Mr. J. P. Abbott) for paper forwarded to Land Court in reference to, 69 ; Return

to Order laid on Table, 69...................................................................................................................
Appeal Case to the Privy Council, Alison v. Burns :— .......................

Information respecting, laid on Table, 226.............................................................................................
Application of Robert Lamrock for a Conditional Purchase at Mudgee :— ...........

Return to Order (Session, 1889), laid on Table, 32 ..............................................................................
Applications by W. Sulley and Others for Portions of Land, Thackaeinga :—...............

Return to Order (Session, 1889), laid on Table (not printed), 32.
Calaghan’s Conditional Purchases, Braidwood and Queanbeyan :—

Motion made (Mr. Pall) for Select Committee to inquire into, 303 ; report brought up, 399.........
Claim of Mr. E. K. Grace to, adjoining Gungahleen Estate :— '

Motion made (Mr. O’Sullivan) for Select Committee to inquire into, and debate adjourned, 62 ;
debate resumed and motion passed, 133; Report brought up, 373............................................. ’

Correspondence respecting, laid on Table, 132 .....................................................................'.!!!!!!.""'
Conditional Purchases and Conditional Leases :— .....................................................

Return showing area of land applied for in Central Division during July, August, and September
1890, laid on Table, 353..................................................................................................

Return showing area of land applied for in Eastern Division during July, August, and Sentember
1890, laid on Table, 410.................................................................................................... ’

Conditional Improvement Purchase by W. H. Williams, at AlburyV—....................................
Return to Order (Second Session, 1889), laid on Table, 32............................................................. .

Conditional Purchases made upon Baeratta Run:— ...................................
Motion made (Mr. Parbour) for copy of Petition to Governor, and copies of papers received since 

the adoption of the Report from the Select Committee, 152.
Conditional Purchases of J. Smith, J. M. D. Sullivan, and A. Campbell, Land District 

of Lismore :—
Motion made (Mr. NicolT) for papers in connection with, and House counted out, 211; Motion

made and passed, 236; Return to Order, laid on Table, 380 ..................................................
Motion made (Mr. NicoU) for Select Committee to inquire into, 269; Return to Order, referred’ 

393*
Conditional Purchases of August Molleb at Condobolin :—

Motion made (Mr. Cooke) for papers in connection with, 147; Return to Order, laid on Table (not 
printed), 307.

Conditional Purchases of C. H. Thatcher, Eorbes Land District :—
Motion made (Mr. Greene) for Select Committee to inquire into forfeiture of, and papers referred

to Committee, 13 ; Report brought up, 328; report adopted, 479......................
Conditional Purchase made by Maurice Bush, District Urana :—...............................................

Motion made (Mr. Hayes) for Select Committee, 529.

695, 703, 707, 
709, 713, 715, 
717,719,721, 
725.
727, 729, 731, 
733,
739,741.
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CBOWN LANDS (continued) :—
Conditional Pubchase made by Annie Nash O’Bbien, at Coeowa :—

Motion made (Mr. Bayes) for Select Committee, 529.
Condobolin Land Disteict :—

4 221
Districts of Inveeell, Warialda, Bingeea, and Moeee :—•

Motion made (Mr. CruicTcshank) for Returns respecting land revenue, 95.
Elizabeth Ann Cartwright’s Additional Conditional Purchases :—

Motion made {Mr. Ball) for Select Committee to inquire into, 303 ; Report brought up, 415......... 4 531
Petition, presented from Edward Rolfe, praying to be heard before Select Committee, and prayer 

granted, 367.
Encroachments on J. Peter’s land, Uringalla, County of Aegyle :—

Return to Order, (Session, 1889), laid on Table (not printed), 32.
Forfeiture of Henry Crowe’s Conditional Purchase, County of Harden :—

Motion made (Mr. Barnes) for a Select Committee, 406; report brought up, 519........................... 4 541
Forfeited Selection of J. J. Ray :—•

Motion made (Mr. Gormly) for a Select Committee, 479.
Irrigation Lease of Albert Stafford, of Naerabri :—

Motion made (Mr. Lyne) for papers in connection with, 116; Return to Order, laid on Table, 260 4 383
James Maher’s Conditional Purchase at Burrowa :—

Motion made {Mr. O' Sullivan) for papers relating to, 159 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 307... 
J. W. Edwards’ C.P. 84-13, Cooma:—

Return showing the instructions given to the Crown Solicitor to employ Counsel before the Land 
Court, laid on Table {not printed), 449.

Land Board, District or Hat:—
Return showing the number of cases heard by the Local Land Boards for the Land Districts 

within, from 1st January, 1885, to 18th April, 1890, laid on Table, 324 ..................................

4 417

4 205
Land Boards, Hay and Deniliquin:—

Return to Order laid on Table 27th November, 1889 ordered to be printed, 257 .............................. 4 81
Land Court:—

4 207,217
Land Bevenue:—

Motion made {Mr. Garvan) that the present system of treating, is unsound, and that a Bill should 
be introduced to apply a substantial portion for the redemption of Loans and carrying out 
works which are usually carried out from Loan Funds, and negatived, 302-3.

MTlyeen and Clift’s Conditional Purchases :—
Motion made {Mr. Turner) for Select Committee to inquire into, 147 ; Report brought up, 341; 

Motion made (Mr. Turner) for adoption of Report, and negatived, 406 .................................. 4 549
Municipality of Bourke :—

Return respecting, laid on Table, 246 ............................................................................................... . 4 227
Newcastle Pasturage Reserve :— _

Motion made (Mr. Melville) for papers in connection with grant to Primitive Methodist Connection 
at Adamstown, 428 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 464 .......................................................... 4 755

Permanent and Temporary Commons :—
4 749

Pre-lease by John MTnnes, Parish of Tuckerimba, County of Ross:—
Return to Order (Session, 1889), laid on Table (not printed), 32.

Rents of Pastoral Leases and Resumed Areas-.—
Motion .made (Mr. Copeland) for return showing respectively those dealt with by Mr. Copeland 

and Mr. Garrett, 246 j Return to Order, laid on Table, 260 ...................................................... 4 269
Reserve for Recreation, Parish of Willoughby .-—

Motion made (Mr. Burns) for papers in reference to, 418 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 534... 4 767
Reserve known as Seven-mile Beach, Shoalhaven River :— .

Motion made (Mr. O'Sullivan) for papers in reference to lease and application to purchase, 162; 
Return to Order, laid on Table (not printed), 390

Reserves in Resumed Areas and in Pastoral Holdings :—
Return to Order (Session, 1889), laid on Table, 103........................................................................ . 4 233

Reserves on Runs in Glen Innes, Inverell, Mores, and Warialda Land Districts :— 
Motion made (Mr. Cruickshank) for return respecting, 232 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 328 ;

4 249
Reserves in the Molong District :—

Motion made (Dr. Boss) for return in reference to, 393.
Ryans’ Conditional Purchases at Wagga Wagga :—

Motion made (Mr. Gormly) for Select Committee and papers referred, 88; Report brought up, 268 
Motion made (Mr. Gormly) for adoption of report, amendment moved (Mr. Brunker) to 
refer back to the Select Committee, amendment carried, 441; Second Report brought up, 540. 4 557,671

Selection made by James Connelly, at Tamworth :—
Motion made (Mr. Levien) for Select Committee to inquire into, 19.

Selections taken up in Kastern Division:—
Motion made (Mr. Byrie) for return respecting, 222; Return to Order, laid on Table, 260............ 4 301

Selections under Conditional Purchase :—
Motion made (Dr. Boss) for return respecting, 324.

Special Areas :—
Return showing number of, proclaimed from 1st March to 13th September, 1890, giving price anc

4 223
The Land Law :—

Motion [Mr. Cruickshank) in reference to, being proceeded with, and House counted out, 353. 
WOOROOWOOLGEN RUN :—

Return to Order (Session, 1889), laid on Table, 32; ordered to be printed, 109 .............................
CROWN RENTS BILL .

Motion made (Mr. Brunker) for Committee of the Whole, 69 ; Message from Governor,’ 77

4

4

351

627
House in Committee, resolution agreed to, Bill presented and read, 1°, 142; Order of the Daj 
postponed, 170, 190; motion made for 2°, and debate adjourned, 203; debate resumed 
Taint of Order:—That Title of Bill did not contain any reference to that provision in the Bil 
which repealed existing legislation, and was therefore not in order. Mr. Speaker ruled tha 
such reference was not necessary. Point of Order :—That clause 9, which afTected importan 

# rights legally acquired, was not in the order of leavo. Mr. Speaker ruled that such provision
should be within the order of leave, and that therefore the Bill was improperly before thf 
House ; Order of the Day discharged and Bill withdrawn, 208.
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CROWS' RENTS BILL (No. 2): —
Motion made (Mr. Brunker) for Committee of the Whole, 216 ; Message from Governor, 221; 

House m Committee, resolution agreed to, Bill presented and read 1°, 222 ; motion made for 2°, 
and debate adjourned, 232 ; debate resumed, amendment moved, (Mr. Miller), that Bill be 
read 2° “ this day six months” and negatived, and motion passed, read 2° ; motion made 
(Mr. O'Sullivan) to disallow vote of Mr. Walter Hussey Vivian and withdrawn, 236; com
mitted, 237; House in Committee, reported with amendments, 261; report adopted, 265 ; road 
3°, passed; motion made to adopt title and amendment moved and negatived; Title agreed 
to ; Message to Council moved, and amendment to add words negatived; Message agreed to, 
274-5-6; returned without amendment, 313 ; assent reported, 327 ...................... ..

CROW’S NEST (See “BERRY ESTATE, NORTH SHORE”).
CULOAIRN (See “RAILWAYS”).
CULCAIRN TO COROWA RAILWAY BILL:—

Message from Governor, 15 ; Motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith) for Committee of the Whole, 137; 
House in Committee, resolution agreed to, Bill presented and read 1°, 159 ; read 2°, committed, 
reported without amendment. Report adopted, 170; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 174, 
returned without amendment, 222 ; assent reported, 231.

CULLEN, JOHN......................................................
Motion made (Mr. TZxoing) for papers in connection with dismissal from Dredge Service, 297 ; 

Return to Order, laid on Table (not printed), 410 .....................................................................
CUNYNGHAME, Mrs., LATE SUPERINTENDENT OE PARRAMATTA ASYLUM:— "

Motion made (Mr. Eotve) for Select Committee to inquire into removal of, and papers referred to
Committee, 13 ; Mr. Hawthorne’s name added to, 188 ; Report brought up, 328 ...................

Petition presented from Sydney Maxted for leave to be represented by Attorney before the Select
Committee, and leave granted, 39....................................................................................................

Petition presented, Sarah Cunynghame, for leave to be heard by Counsel or Attorney before the 
Select Committee, and leave granted, 39 .....................

CURLEY JAMES, ESQUIRE, M.P.:— ..................................................
Message from Legislative Council requesting leave to examine before Select Committee, and leave 

given, 485.
CURRY, GEORGE (See “ CROWN LANDS ”).
CUSTOMS:—

Duty on Tea:—
Motion made (Mr. Willis) for removal of, and intercepted by Previous Question, 89.
Motion made (Mr. Willis) for removal of, and negatived, 406.

Import Duties upon Agricultural Produce :—
Motion made (Mr. McFarlane) in favour of, on certain produce, and debate adjourned, 443. 

International Tariff Conference held at Brussels :—
Documents relating to, laid on Table, 553 ................. ............................................................................

4

6

2

2

2

629

1341

367

455

453

51

D
DAIRIES SUPERVISION BILL:—

Report on administration of, during 1887-8-9, laid on Table, 151......................................................
DANGAR, THOMAS GORDON GIBBONS, Esq., M.P.

Death of the Honorable Member for The Namoi reported, Seat declared vacant, 161.
DANGAR CREEK (See “BRIDGES”).
DARLING RIVER

Motion made (Mr. J. P. Abbott) for papers and plans relative to locking of, 46 ; Return to Order,
laid on Table, 534 ...................................................... .

DARLINGHURST (See “GAOLS”). .............................................................
DEATH OP MEMBER :—

Reported, 161, 223,375.
Motion made (Sir Henry Parkes) to express regret at, 373.

DEATHS UNDER CHLOROFORM:—
Return of, in the Sydney and Prince Alfred Hospitals since 1 January, 1885, laid on Table, 94 ... 

DEBATE (See “ADJOURNMENT”).
DEBTORS BILL (See also “ IMPRISONMENT EOR DEBT AMENDMENT BILL ”) :—

Motion made (Mr. Oould) for leave to bring in, 359.
DEBTS (See “ IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT ABOLITION BILL”; also “ CONTRACTORS’ 

DEBTS ACT AMENDMENT BILL”).
DECLARATION OF IMPERIAL ENACTMENTS BILL :—

Motion made (Mr. Goodchap) for leave to bring in, 87.
DEDICATION OE CERTAIN LANDS (See “ CROWN LANDS ”).
DENILIQUIN (See « HAY AND DENILIQUIN TRAMWAY BILL.”)
DEPUTY SPEAKER (See “ CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES”).
DESIGNS FOR CITIES, TOWNS, AND VILLAGES (See “CROWN LANDS ”).
DESPATCHES:—

Laid oh Table :—■
Extradition of Fugitive Criminals, 17, 345..............................................................................................
Regulations as to removal and return of Prisoners and Criminal Lunatics, 17..................................
Commercial Convention between Great Britain and Egypt, 136 ..........................................................
Provisional Commercial Agreement between Great Britain and Servia, 136 ..................................
Sydney Branch Royal Mint, 151, 540.......................................................................................................
Convention between Her Majesty and the United States of America as to the Extradition of

Fugitive Crimirals, 200 ................................. ............................................. .............
Commercial Treaties between Great Britain and Roumania, 319..........................................................
Procedure m Extradition Cases and Cases under the Fugitive Offenders Act, 1881, 345 ...............
Merchant Shipping Acts, 410 ............................................................................................................
Colonial Courts of Admiralty Act, 1890, 510..........................................................................................
Foreign Jurisdiction Act, 1890, 510..........................

DIFFERENTIAL RATES (See “RAILWAYS”). .........................................................................
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DISORDER

Mr. A. G-. Taylor, removed from Chamber by Sergeant-at-Arms, by direction of the Speaker, for 
refusing to obey the Chair, Mr. Speaker gave reasons for bis action in removing Mr. Taylor; 
motion made, (Mr. G-arvan), that House disapproves of action of Speaker and amendment 
proposed, (Mr. Willis), that Mr. Taylor be heard in his place, and negatived; Mr. Garvan’s 
motion negatived, 395-6.

The Chairman reported disorder from the Committee of Ways and Means; and also that he had 
directed the removal from the Chamber of the Member for West Macquarie (Mr. Crick) ; 
Mr. Crick admitted by direction of Mr. Speaker, and invited t6. explain; Mr. Crick addressed 
the House, and refusing to obey the Chair, was ordered to be removed from the Chamber ; 
and having used certain disorderly words, was adjudged guilty of disorder, &c., and was 
expelled from the House, 430-1.

Arising while the House is in Committee :— ■
Mr. Speaker, having observed grave disorder when the House was in Committee on the Broken 

Hill Water Supply Bill, resumed the Chair, and expressed astonishment that the Honorable 
Member for Burrowa (Mr. Slattery) did not obey the ruling of the Chairman ; and also 
stated that if the Honorable Member did not do so he would have to take an extreme course ; 
Mr. Slattery explained, Speaker gave ruling, and Committee resumed, 419.

Motion made (Mr. Dibbs) that when any Member refuses to obey the Chairman the case shall be 
reported without debate to the House, to be dealt with after explanation from the offending 
Member; and amendment moved (Mr. Garrard) to give the Chairman the right to make an 
explanation—amendment and original motion negatived, 436.

DISTRESS EOR RENT BILL:— .
Motion made (Mr. Walker) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 26; Order of the Day 

postponed, 76, 195 ; Order of the Day discharged and Bill withdrawn, 553. •
DISTRESS EOR RENT ABOLITION BILL

Motion made (Mr. Walker) for leave to bring in, presented, and read 1°, 208; Order of the Day 
postponed, 400, 504. .

DISTRICT COURTS ACT OE 1858
Annual Returns under 103rd section, laid on Table, 166......................................................................

DISTRICT GOVERNMENT BILL
Motion made (Sir Henry Parkes) for Committee of the Whole, 18 ; House in Committee, 

Resolution agreed to, Bill presented, and read 1°, 33 ; Message from Governor, 49 ; Order of 
the Day postponed, 341.

DIVISIONS:—
No Tellers, 313,357 (4), 358 (4), 407, 554. . .
Tellers not agreeing, 482.
Attendance of Members in, and Counts out ................ .................................. ,.......................................
Weekly Report of in Committee of the Whole, Nos. 1 to 18 ..............................................................

In the House :—
Printing Petitions (Sessional Order), 12.
Public Tolls, 19. .
Privilege—Seat of Honorable Sydney Smith, 27.
Limitation of Business hours (Sessional Order), 40.
Smoking in the Library and Reading-rooms (Printing Documents), 46.
Ulawarra Harbour and Land Corporation Bill, 46, 482.
Absentee Tax, 62.
Claim of Mr. E. K. Grace to Crown Land adjoining Gungableen Estate, 62.
Land, corner Pitt and Bridge Streets, 63.
Case of Miss Brenning, 88.
Conservation of Water in Lake Albert, near Wagga Wagga, 88.
Ryans’ Conditional Purchases at Wagga Wagga, 89.
Duty on Tea, 89,406.
Railway from Marrickville to the Burwood Road, 117.
Railway from Grafton to the Tweed, 125.
Reception of Petitions, Sunday Laws Amendment Bill, 357 (2), 366.
Hour of Meeting on Business Days—Sessional Order, 359.
Standing Orders, 372 (2). .
Adjournment—Ministerial Statement of the Premier, 373.
Privilege—Seat of J. H. Young, Esquire, 380. .
Eiscal policy of the Government—Vote of Censure, 396 (2), 400 (2), 401.
Breakwater at Byron Bay, 130.
Law Vacations Abolition Bill, 133.
Ministerial Election Bill, 134.
Railway from Molong to Parkes and Eorbes, 138 (2).
Postponement of Orders of the Day of Government Business, 143.
Railways to connect towns with existing lines, 147.
Prayer, 148.
Byron Bay Breakwater Bil), 159, 169, 175,191.
Electoral Act (Plural Vote Abolition) Amendment Bill, 163 (2), 341.
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 182 (2), 415.
Molong to Parkes and Forbes Railway Bill, 189.
Marrickville to Burwood Road Railway Bill, 190, 349, 360.
Imprisonment for Debt Abolition Bill, 228,
Nautical School-sbip “ Vernon,”'235.
Crown Rents Bill (No. 2) - 236 (2), 265, 274, 2752, 2763.
Railway from Tarago to Braidwood, 241.
Precedence of Orders of the Day of General Business, 252, 253.
Adjournment—The Government and its broken pledges, 253.
Railway accident near Bathurst (printing document), 273.
City of Newcastle Gas and Coke Company’s Electric and other Light Bill, 288 (2).
Book Purchasers Protection Bill, 288.
Privilege—Newspaper article, 292, 299.
Land Revenue, 303.
Registrar-General’s Department, 303. .
Australasian Federation, 308, 309, 310.
Suspension of Standing Orders, 321 (2).
Rescission of Sessional Order for Limitation of Business Hours, 335 (3), 336 (2).
Adjournment—Unsatisfactory State of Public Business, 336, 337.
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DIVISIONS (continueS) : —

Railway from Byrook to Brewarrina, 405, 406.
Mollreen and Clift’s Conditional Purchases, 406.
Sydney Hospital, 411.
Publicans Licenses Further Restriction Bill, 411.
Milson’s Point Extension Railway Bill, 416, 429.
Broken Hill Water Supply Bill, 423, 512. i
Expulsion of William Patrick Crick, Esq., M.P., from the House, 431; adjournment of Debate, 431. 
Disorder arising while the House is in Committee—Standing Order, 436.
Conveyance of Mails to and from General Post Office, 442 (2).
Government Loans to Trades and Labour Unions, 443.
Adjournment of the House, 461.
Bar in Parliamentary Refreshment-room, 469.
Additional Sitting Day, 469.
Licensing Act Amendment Bill, 472.
Divorce Amendment and Extension Bill, 498.
Mulgoa Irrigation Bill, 505, 506.
Marrickville to Burwood Road Railway Bill (No. 2), 511.
Privilege—Charges of Corruption made by Mr. Crick, M.P., against Members of Parliament, 525 (*). 
Post Office Carvings, 529. ■
Rabbit Bill, 541. ’

In Committee op the Whole:— .
That the Chairman leave the Chair, 608.
That the Chairman leave the Chair, to report a Foint of Order, 572, 642.
That ths Chairman leave the Chair, report progress, and ask leave to sit again, 613, 614.
That the Chairman leave the Chair, report progress, and ask leave to sit again so soon as the 

new Member has been sworn, 592.
That the Honorable Member for Redfern, Mr. Schey, be further heard, 607-8.
St. Leonards School of Arts Enabling Bill, 571.
Agricultural Society of New South Wales Lease Bill, 572.
Wentworth Irrigation Bill, 573. ,
Hawkers on Rivers Bill, 574.
Agricultural Societies, 575.
Grafton to The Tweed Railway Bill, 577.
Ulawarra Harbour and Land Corporation Bill, 579, 580, 581 (2), 582 (2), 583 (2), 618, 619. 
Coal-mines Regulation Bill, 585, 603, 604 (2).
Imprisonment for Debt Abolition Bill, 587, 588. •
Broken Hill Water Supply Bill, 589, 591 (2), 592, 607, 608.
Crown Rents Bill, 592, 593, 594 (2), 595 (2), 596.
Milson’s Point Extension Railway Bill (Resolution), 605.
Wagga Wagga Cattle Sale Yards Bill, 609.
Electoral Act (Plural Vote Abolition) Amendment Bill, 613, 614.
Hospital Elections Bill, 619.
Mulgoa Irrigation Bill, 631, 632, 633.
Rabbit Bill, 640, 641, 642 (3), 643, 644 (2).
Appropriation Bill, 648.

In Supply:—
“That the Question be now put,” 645.
That the Honorable Member for Redfern, Mr. Schey, be further heard, 639.
Vote of Credit, 597.
General Estimates for 1891:—
Supplement to Schedule B—Pension to Mrs. Maria Bate Wise, 614.
Legislative Assembly, 614, 615 (2).
Legislative Council and Assembly, 616.
Parliamentary Reporting Staff, 616 (2).
Colonial Secretary, 616,617 (2).
Department of Audit, 618.
Permanent and Volunteer Military Forces—General Staff, 621 622 (2).
Military Instructors, 622.
Artillery Force, 622, 623 (2), 624.
Ordnance and Barrack Department, 624.
Torpedo Defence, 624.
Police, 624.
Master-in-Lunacy, 625.
Fisheries Commission, 625, 626.
Civil Service Board, 626.
Charitable Allowances, 627.
Miscellaneous Services (Colonial Secretary), 627 (2), 628.
The Treasury, 628, 629 (2).
Stores and Stationery, 629.
Miscellaneous Services (The Treasury), 630.
Master-in-Equity, 633.
Prothonotary, 633.
Curator, 634.
Sheriff, 634.
Bankruptcy Court, 635.
Coroners, 635 (2), 636.
Prisons, 636.
Public Works and Services—Dock Establishment, 636.
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 637.

. Railways and Tramways, 639.
Miscellaneous Services (Secretary for Public Works)—Pension to Mr. John Whitton, 645 (2), 646.

. do Do Abatement
under Civil Service Act, 646.

Additional Estimates for 1891.
Miscellaneous Services (Colonial Secretary), 646, 647 (2).

In Ways and Means:—
Governor’s Establishment (Financial Statement), 611.
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DIVORCE AMENDMENT AND EXTENSION BILL
Received from Legislative Council, read 1° {Mr. McMillaii), 160 ; Order of the Day postponed, 162, 

320, 341, 353, 372, 422 ; Motion made (Mr. Frank Smith), for second reading j Motion for 
adjournment of Debate negatived; House counted out, 498-9.

Petition presented from Clergy of the Diocese of Sydney and Lay Representatives of the Synod
against, 287 ..........................................................................................................................................

Petition presented from the Bishop of the Diocese of Sydney against, 371 .....................................
Petition presented from Members of the Synod of the Diocese of Grafton and Armidale against,

and read by the Clert, 489..................................................................................................................
Petition presented from Ministers of the various Christian Churches of New South Wal s against,

489.........................................................................................................................................................
Petition presented from Members of the Syond of the Diocese of Newcastle against, 489 ...............
Petition presented from Members of the Synod of the Diocese of Bathurst against, 4S9..................
Petition presented from Members of the Synod of the Diocese of Goulburn against, 489..................
Petition presented from Members of the Synod of the Dioc.se of Riverina against, and read by the

Clerk, 497.............................................................................................................................................
Petition presented from Edgar F. Tye, President, and A. Maclaren, Secretary of the Australian

Secular Association of New South Wales, in favour of, 395..........................................................
DIVORCE AND MATRIMONIAL CAUSES •—

Rule of Supreme Court, laid on Table, 324..............................................................................................
DOG TAX

Petition presented from Farmers of Bungawalbin, Richmond River, praying for repeal of, 76 ......
DRAINAGE

Application poe Union at Nowba: —
Motion made (Mr. Morton) for papers and plans relating to, 130; Return to Order, laid on 

Table, 231 ..........................................................................................................................................
Westeen Subuebs Reticulation Scheme (See also “Westeen Sububbs, City op Sydney, 

Seweeage Scheme Reticulation and Completion Bill”)
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, from the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public 

Works, laid on Table, 25 ; Motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith) that work be carried out, 124 ... 
DREDGES :—

Dismissal op John Cullen :—
Motion made (Mr. Eioing) for papers, 287; Return to Order, laid on Table (not printed), 410.

Sydney Haeboue :—
Report, Minutes of Evidence, and Appendix, from the Parliamentary Standing Committee on

Public Works, laid on Table, 25 ....................................................................................... ..............
DUTIES (See “CUSTOMS”).
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815
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495
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E

EARLY CLOSING BILL
Motion made (Mr. Alfred Allen) for Committee of the Whole, 320; Order of the Day postponed, 329, 

368 ; House in Committee, resolution agreed to, Bill presented and read 1°, 423.
Motion made (Mr. Alfred Allen) for 2°; Point of Order, “ That Bill involved expenditure and 

should be covered by a Message,” ruled against by Mr. Speaker ; amendment moved to refer 
to Select Committee, and amendment carried, 436-7.

EASTERN DIVISION (See “ CROWN LANDS” ; also “ STOCK ”).
EDDY VERSUS MARTIN, CASE OF (See “ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”). 
EDUCATION (See also “ CHURCH AND SCHOOL LANDS ”)

Report of Minister of Public Instruction for 1889, laid on Table, 39..................................................
Report of University of Sydney for 1889, laid on Table, 52 ..............................................................

Ageicultueal Colleges
Return respecting establishment of, laid on Table, 99..........................................................................

Case op Miss Beenning :—
Report of Select Committee (Session 1889) negatived, 88.

Conduct op Teacheb at Ameeoo Public School :—
Motion made (Dr. Ross) for papers in reference to, 175; Return to Order, laid on Table, 21,6......

Dismissal op J. H. Cooke peom the Depaetment :—
Motion made (Mr. Cruickshanlc) for Committee to inquire into claims of, and negatived, 210. 

High Schools
Return to Order (Session 1889), laid on Table (not printed), 246 

Industeial Schools Act op 1866
Regulations under, laid on Table, 174......................................................................................................

Mb. William Newbeey, late Mathematical Mastee, Sydney Geammae School :—
' Motion made (Mr. Alison) for papers in connection with dismissal of, 460; Return to Order, laid 

on Table (not printed), 461.
Public Insteuction Act op 1880:—

Regulations underpaid on Table, 17 .......................................................... ...........................................
Public Schools in the Caecoae Electoeate :—

Motion made (Mr. Garland) for Return respecting, 241; Return to Order, laid on Table, 302 ... 
Public, High, and Supeeioe Schools :—

Motion made (Dr. Ross) for return respecting, 320 ; Summary of Return to Order, laid on
Table, 393 ...........................................................................................................................................

Return to Order, laid on Table (not printed), 393.
Resumption op Land poe School Pueposes

Notification of, laid on Table, 17, 79, 129, 174 (2), 324 .......................................................................

State School and Ukivebsity Buesaeies :—
Regulation respecting, laid on Table, 393 .................................................. ....... ........ ..........................
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EDUCATION (continued)

Sydney Ebee .Public Libbaby :—
Keport from Trustees for 1889-90, laid on Table, 17 ..... ....................................................................

Sydney Gbammab School:—
Annual Report for 1889, laid on Table, 216 ..................................... .....................................................

Training College fob Teachers of Public Schools :—
Explanation, Estimate, and Plans, in accordance with the 13th section of the Public Works Act

of 1888, laid on Table, 456 ..............................................................................................................
Motion made (Mr. Carruthers) to refer to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public 

Works the matter of the erection of, 456.
University and State School Bursars :—

Return showing names of, and occupations of Parents, 39 ..................................................................
EDWARDS, MAJOR-GENERAL'

Letter from Principal Under Secretary to Mr. Dibbs, forwarding extracts from private letter to 
Sir Henry Parkes, from, laid on Table, 58 .....................................................................................

EDWARDS, J. W. (See “CROWN LANDS”).
EGESON, MR. CHARLES. . .

Correspondence respecting charges of insubordination and neglect of duty against, and his removal 
from the position of Map-compiler, Observatory, laid on Table, 471..........................................

EGYPT (See “DESPATCHES”).
EIGHT HOURS BILL: —

Motion made (Mr. Schey) for Committee of the Whole, 26; Order of the Day postponed, 88; 
House in Committee, resolution agreed to, Bill presented and read 1°, 227 ; Order of the Day 
postponed, 435; Speaker ruled that the Bill was beyond the Order of leave; Order of the 
Day discharged and Bill withdrawn, 521.

ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS COMMITTEE (See “ ELECTORAL”).
ELECTORAL (See also “MINISTERIAL ELECTION BILL”).

Elections and Qualifications Committee :—
Speaker’s Warrant laid on Table, 7 (Mr. Young), 391 {Mr. J. P. Abbott) ; Maturity reported, 35, 

411; Members sworn, 35 (2), 68 (3), 73, 116, 414.
Resignation of the Hon. J. P. Abbott as Member of, reported, 391.
Privilege—Seat of the Honorable Sydney Smith, Esquire:—•

Motion made (Mr. Crick) to refer to, and negatived, 27.
Privilege—Seat of J. il. Young, Esquire:—

Motion made (Mr. Crick) to refer to, and negatived, 380.
Balmain :—

Resignation of John Stuart Hawthorne, Esq., reported; Seat declared vacant, 139; issue and 
return of Writ reported, sworn, 171.

Goulbubn :—
Death of William Teeoe, Junior, Esquire, reported, and seat declai-ed vacant, 223; issue and 

return of Writ reported, 255; Cecil Bedford Teeee, Esquire, sworn, 257.
Hastings and Manning:—

Resignation of Charles James Roberts, Esquire, C.M.G., and issue and return of Writ reported, 
Walter Hussey Yivian, Esquire, sworn, 1.

Monabo :— '
Issue and return of Writ reported; Gustave Thomas Carlisle Miller, Esquire, sworn, 1.

Rolls fob 1880 to 1890:—
Showing the past operation of the expansive clauses of Act of 1880, laid on Table, 32 ..................

Rolls fob 1880 to 1891:—
Showing the past operation of the expansive clauses of the Electoral Act, 293 ; Return {in substi

tution) laid on Table, 324 ..................................................................................................................
Hartley :—

Resignation of John Hurley, Esq., reported; Seat declared vacant, 157; issue and return of Writ 
reported, 213 ; sworn, 217.

The Namoi :—
Death of Thomas Gordon Gibbons Dangar reported and Seat declared vacant, 161; issue and 

return of Writ reported, Charles Collins, Esquire, sworn, 239.
West Sydney :—

Death of Alfred Lamb, Esquire, reported and seat declared vacant, 375; issue and return of 
Writ reported, 395.

West Macquarie :—
Seat of William Patrick Crick, Esq., declared vacant, 431-2 ; issue and return of Writ reported, 

503; sworn, 505.
ELECTORAL ACT (PLURAL YOTE ABOLITION) AMENDMENT BILL :—

Motion made (Mr. Traill) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 27; motion made (Mr. 
Traill) that Bill be read 2°, amendment moved (Mr. G-arrard) that Bill be read 2° “ this 
day three months,” and amendment carried, 163-4; motion made (Mr. Traill) for second 
reading, and Nos., on division, being equal, Speaker gave casting vote for the ayes; read 2°, 
committed, 341- 2; House in Committee, 461.

ELECTORAL BILL :—
Motion made (Sir Henry Parkes) for Committee of the Whole, 380; Order of the Day 

postponed, 412; Message from Lieutenant-Governor, 417; House in Committee, 419, 429; 
Resolution reported and agreed to, 429-30; presented and read 1°, 430; Order of the Day 
postponed, 464, 489, 519 .................................................................................................................

ELECTRIC LIGHTING (See “STOCKTON GAS AND ELECTRICITY BILL”; also “CITY OP 
NEWCASTLE GAS AND COKE COMPANY’S ELECTRIC AND OTHER LIGHT 
BILL”; also “BOROUGH OP NEWCASTLE ELECTRIC LIGHTING BILL; also 
“BOROUGH OP NEWCASTLE ELECTRIC LIGHTING BILL (No. 2)”).

EMBANKMENT AROUND BOURKE :—
Motion made (Mr. Waddell)) for £20,000 to be placed on Estimates for, and by leave with 

drawn, 27.
EMPLOYERS LIABILITY ACT AMENDMENT BILL :—

Motion made (Mr. Garrard) for leave to bring in, 12; presented and read 1°, 24; Order of the 
Day postponed, 79 ; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, 287 ; 
Order of the Dav postponed, 295 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 298.

EMPLOYERS LIABILITY ACT EXTENSION BILL:—
Motion made (Mr. Edmunds) for Committee of the Whole, 26 ; Order of the Day postponed, 46, 

195, 227, 287, 317 ; Order of the Day discharged, 553.
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ENTRANCE TO THE CLARENCE RIVER IMPROVEMENTS BILL:—
Motion made (Mr. Sruce Smith) for Committee of the Whole, 136 ; Message from Lieutenant- 

G-ovemor, 154; Order of the Day postponed, 162 ; House in Committee, resolution agreed to, 
Bill presented and read 1°, 168; read 2°, committed, reported with amendments, report 
adopted, 189; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 202; returned without amendment, 321; 
assent reported, 340.................................................................................. .......................................

ENTRANCE TO THE RICHMOND RIVER IMPROVEMENTS BILL:—
Message from OoTernor, 115; Motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith) for Committee of the Whole, 137 ; 

Order of the Day postponed, 162 ; House in Committee, resolution agreed to, Bill presented and 
read 1°, 168 ; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, 189; read 3r 
passed, and sent to Council, 202 ; returned without amendment, 282; assent reported, 286 ..

EQUIPMENTS (See “MILITARY”).
ESTIMATES (See “ FINANCE”).
EVELEIGH (See “ RAILWAYS”).
EVIDENCE (See “LAW OF EVIDENCE AMENDMENT BILL”).
EXCLUSION OF STRANGERS :—

Sessional Order passed, 12.
EXHIBITION (See “CENTENNIAL INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION”).
EXPLANATORY ABSTRACTS

Of sums Estimated and Voted................................................................................................................
EXTRADITION (See “DESPATCHES”).

153

155

509

F
FARLEY ACCIDENT (See “ RAILWAYS ”).
FEDERATION (See “ AUSTRALASIAN FEDERATION ”).
FERRY:—

Mubwillumbah :
Motion made (Mr. Swing) for papers in connection with, 435.

FEVER (See “TYPHOID FEVER”).
FINANCE (See also “FISCAL POLICY OF THE GOVERNMENT—VOTE OF CENSURE”) :— 

Bank Liabilities and Assets :—
For quarter ended 31st December, 1889, laid on Table, 17 ..................................................................

Do 31st March, 1890, do 45
Do 30th June, 1890, do 234
Do 30th September, 1890 do 410

Banking, Land, Building, and Investment Companies :—
For quarter ended 31st December, 1889, laid on Table, 17 .......................................................................... .

Do 31st March, 1890, laid on Table, 123 ................................................................................
Do 30th June, 1890, laid on Table, 280..................................................................................
Do 30th September, 1890, laid on Table, 485 ....................................................................... '

Estimates —
Message No. 59 (Mr. McMillan) recommending accompanying for 1891 and Supplementary for

1890 and Previous Years, 379 ........................................................................................................................
Ways and Means for 1890, laid on Table, 382 ..................................................................................................
Schedule to, for 1891, showing moneys received by Public Officers during 1890, laid on Table, 392 
Schedule A to F, Public Works Department, including Schedules for Subordinate Roads, laid on

Table, 465 .............................................................................................................................................................
Message No. 79 (Mr. McMillan), recommending Additional for 1891, 531 ............................................
Message No. 80 (Mr. McMillan), recommending Further Supplementary for 1890, 531.....................
Message No. 81 (Mr. McMillan), recommending Loan for 1891, 531.........................................................

Govebnhent Moneys in vabious Banks :—
Return respecting, laid on Table, 410 .....................................................................................................................

Govebnment Railways :—
Return showing Receipts on, for month of August, 1889, laid on Table, 107 ........................................

Govebnment Savings Bank :—
Statement of Accounts for the year 1889, laid on Table, 18............................................................................

Insobibed Stock Act op 1883:—
Seventh Report of the Creation, Inscription, and Issue of Stock under, laid on Table, 17 .................

Land Revenue :—
Motion made (Mr. G-arvan) that the present system of treating, is unsound, and that a Bill 

should be introduced to apply a substantial portion for the redemption of Loans, and carrying 
out works which are usually carried out from Loan Funds, and negatived, 302-3.

Old Loans Account :—
Minute of Auditor-General respecting credit balances, with remarks by Consulting Accountant and 

decision of the Colonial Treasurer, laid on Table, 207; further correspondence respecting,
laid on Table, 231.................................................................................................................................................

Rabbit Nuisance Act :—
Return showing the Annual Expenditure at the present time under, laid on Table, 379 ................
Motion made (Mr. J. P. Abbott) for Return of Receipts and Expenditure under, 107 ; Return to

Order, laid on Table, 379 ..................................................................................................................................
Receipts and Expenditube op the Consolidated Revenue 

Copy of Colonial Treasurer’s Statement with Auditor-General’s report,, laid upon the Table by
Mr. Speaker, 193...................................................................................................................................................

Supply :—
Committee of, Sessional Order passed, 11.
Motion made (Mr. McMillan) to enable House to go into Committee, 313.
House in Committee, 325, 382, 466, 470, 476, 486, 490, 502, 511, 517 (2), 526, 542.
Resolution reported, 325, 382, 542 (164).
Resolution agreed to, 325, 382, 549 (161).

Tbust Moneys Deposit Account :— -
From 1st April, 1889, to 31st March, 1890, laid on Table, 17.......................................................................

Vote op Cbedit :—
Message from the Governor, recommending, 306 ....................... j,....................................................................

3 637
3 639
3 641
3 643

3 615
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FINANCE (continued)

Ways and Means
Committee of, Sessional Order passed, 11.
Motion made (Mr. McMillan) to enable House to go into Committee, 313.
House in Committee, 337, 382 (Financial Statement), 390, 430, 434, 449, 452, 549.
Resolutions reported, 337, 453, 549 (3). •
Resolutions agreed to, 337, 453, 519 (3).'

Explanatory' Abstract:—
Of sums estimated and Toted .......................................................................... ...................................

FINCH, JAMES (See “LABOUR STRIKE”).
FIRE BRIGADES ACT OF 1884'

Report of the Metropolitan Board for 1889, laid on Table, 107 ..........................................................
Report of Wollongong Board, laid on Table, 207 ...........:.....................................................................
Report of Goulburn Board laid on Table, 32..........................................................................................

FIRE IN PITT-STREET:-
Motion made (Mr, Lees) for copies of depositions taken at the Coronial inquiry on, 434; Return

to Order laid on Table, 535 .............................................................................................................
FISCAL POLICY OF THE GO YERNMENT—VOTE OF CENSURE :—

Motion made (Mr. Dibbs) condemning postponement of, and in fayour of a Protective Policy.— 
Disorder, Mr. A. G. Taylor removed from the Chamber for refusing to obey the Chair, 
Mr. Speaker explained reasons for directing Mr. Taylor’s removal, and motion made (Mr. 
Garvan) to disapprove of Mr. Speaker’s action; amendment proposed (Mr. Willis) that 
Mr. Taylor be heard in his place, and negatived; Mr. Garvan’s motion negatived.—Debate 
adjourned, 395-0-7. Debate resumed, amendment moved (Mr. Dicing) approving of the 
action of the Government, original motion negatived, and amendment carried, 400-1. 

FISHERIES :—
Report of the Commissioners to 31st December, 1889, laid on Table, 107..........................................
Petition from Fishermen and others for repeal of Fishing in Port Hacking Prohibition Act, 317 ... 

Administration of Act:—
Motion made (Mr. FranTc FarneU) for return in reference to, 480.

Net Fishing :—
Return respecting Tidal Waters closed against, laid on Table, 534..................................................

FISHERIES AND OYSTER FISHERIES ACTS FURTHER AMENDMENT BILL
Motion made (Mr. Frank FarneU) for leave to bring in. Bill presented and read 1°, 13 ; Order 

of the Day postponed, 88, 317; motion made for 2°, and debate adjourned, 317; Order ot 
the Day postponed, 345, 385, 405, 423, 441, 524.

FLOODS (Sec also “ STOCK”) :—
Bourke:—

Report of Board of Inquiry into, laid on Table, 52 ..............................................................................
Hunter River :—

Report of Mr. George Gordon, C.E., respecting, laid on Table, 252; returned to Public Works
Department, 5 41..................................................................................................................................

Gate at Brown’s Creek, Lismore :—
Motion made (Mr. Nkoll) for vote for, and withdrawn, 269.

FORBES (See “ RAILWAYS”).
FOREIGN JURISDICTION ACT, 1890:—

Despatch respecting, laid on Table, 510 .................................................................................................
FORESTS :—

Conservancy Branch : —
Annual Report for 1889, laid on Table, 207 ..................................................................................

FORMAL BUSINESS:—
Sessional Order passed, 10.

FRESHFORD (See “BRIDGES”).
FRUIT PROTECTION BILL :—

Motion made (Mr. Nobbs) for leave to bring in, 469; presented and read 1°, 511.
FUGITIVE CRIMINALS: -

Despatch respecting Extradition of, laid on Table, 17, 345................................... ................................
Despatch respecting the Extradition of, between Her Majesty and Columbia, 17..............................
Despatch respecting convention between Her Majesty and the United States of America, as to the

Extradition of, laid on Table, 200 .......................................................................................
FUGITIVE OFFENDERS:—

Despatch respecting Procedure in Extradition Cases and cases under the Fugitive Offenders Act, 
1881, laid on Tabic, 345...................................................................... ...............................................
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GALONG (See “RAILWAYS”).
GAOLS :—

Darlinghurst :—
Information respecting Committals to, of mea belonging to the Imperial Navy, laid on Table. 87 

GARBAGE, DEPOSIT OF:—
Report of the Board of Health on, in the Borough of Redfern, on a site for building purposes,

laid on Table, 379 ..............................................................
GARRARD, JACOB, ESQ., M.P. :— ......................................................

Appointed Chairman of Committees for day only, 162.
GARRETT, THOMAS, ESQ., M.P. :—

Leave of absence granted to, 316.
GARVAN, JAMES PATRICK, ESQ., M P. :—

Appointed Member of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 415.
GAS (Sec “STOCKTON GAS AND ELECTRICITY BILL”; also “CITY OF NEWCASTLE 

GAS AND COKE COMPANY’S ELECTRIC AND OTHER LIGHT BILL”).

2

2

227

503
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G
GENERAL BUSINESS

Precedence of, Sessional Order passed, 10.
Precedence of Orders of the Day on Wednesdays and Thursdays, 253.
Orders of the Day take precedence at 6 o’clock on Friday, 410, 419, 436, 457, 472, 498, 521. 
Precedence of at 2 o’clock until half-past 6, and Orders to take precedence of Motions, 536.
Order of the Day intercepted by Government Business being called on at half-past 6 o’clock, 555. 

GENERAL POST OFFICE
Album containing congratulatory cards from Post Offices in other parts of the world, laid on 

Table (as exhibit only), 82.
Conveyance op Mails to and peom General Post Opfice, Sydney:—

Motion made (Mr. William Stephen) for Select Committee, 441-2 ; Report brought up, 553 ... 
GIBBS, CASE OE (See "ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”).
GLASHEEN, P. J. (See “CHURCH AND SCHOOL LANDS”).
GLEBE ISLAND (See “BRIDGES”).
GLEN INNES (See “RAILWAYS”; also “CROWN LANDS”).
GOLD DISCOVERY

Claim op William Tom, James Tom, and J. H. A. Listee :—
Motion made (Mr. Dalton) for Select Committee to inquire into, 269 ; leave given to make visits

and hold inquiries, 348 ; Report brought up, 540..........................................................................
Petition presented from Wm. Tom, for leave to appear before Select Committee, read by the

Clerk, and prayer granted, 384..........................................................................................................
GOLD LEASES (See “MINING”).
GORDON, MR. GEORGE, C.E. (See “HUNTER RIVER FLOODS”).
GORE ISLAND (See “BERRY ESTATE, NORTH SHORE”).
GOULBURN (See also “ RAILWAYS” ; also “ ELECTORAL ”)

Fibe Brigades Board :—■ .
Fifth Annual Report, laid on Table, 32 ..................................................................................................

GOULBURN TO CROOKWELL RAILWAY BILL : —
Message from Governor, 115 ; Motion made (Mr. Sruce Smith) for Committee of the Whole, 137; 

House in Committee, resolution agreed to, Bill presented and read 1°, 159; read 2°, com
mitted, reported without amendment, report adopted, 170; read 3°, passed, and sent to
Council, 175........................................................................................................................................

GOULBURN WATER SUPPLY CHARGES BILL
Petition presented (Mr. Teece) for leave to bring in, 58; leave given, presented, and read 1°, 62 

referred to Select Committee, 69 ; Report brought up, 99; read 2°; committed ; reported 
without amendment, Report adopted, 133; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 141
returned without amendment, 200 ; Assent reported, 226 .................................................... ,..

GOVERNMENT
Advertisements in “Maitland Mercury” Newspaper:—

Motion made (Mr. O' Sullivan) for return of, 371; Return to Order, laid on Table, 410................
And its Broken Pledges :—

Adjournment moved to bring forward subject of, and negatived, 253.
Business :— ,

Precedence of, Sessional Order passed, 10.
Orders of the Day postponed in a bunch, 143, 266, 282, 314, 416, 512, 549.
Postponed in a bunch, 400.
Order of the Day intercepted by General Business being called on at 6 o’clock, 419.
To take precedence on Additional Sitting Day, 469, 552.
Takes precedence after half-past 6 o’clock, 555.

Buildings rented by :—
Return (in part), Department of Justice, laid on Table, 166 ............................................................
Further Return (in part) respecting, Public Works Department, laid on Table, 188 ....................

,, ,, ,, Post and Telegraph Departments, laid on Table, 216 .........
„ ,, „ Department of Public Instruction, laid on Table, 216 ........
„ „ „ Department of Lands, laid on Table, 231 .............................
,, ,, ,, Treasury Department and Attorney-General’s Department,

laid on Table, 245 .....................................................
„ „ „ Colonial Secretary’s Department, laid on Table, 293 .......

Printing Office
Return respecting Compositors, laid on Table, 260 .........................................................................
Annual Return to Order (Session 1883-4), laid on Table, 151.........................................................

Goods Supplied by M‘Arthur & Co.:—
Return showing amount paid for, during present Administration, laid on Table, 504..................

Loans to Trades and Labour Unions :—
Motion made (Mr. Walker) for Committee of the Whole to bring in a Bill for, and negatived, 

442-3.
Moneys in various Banks :—

Return respecting, laid on Table, 410 ......................................................................................................
Savings Bank :—

Statement of accounts for the year 1889, laid on Table, 18.................................................................
GOVERNOR (See also “MESSAGES ”).

Messages from, 1; Opening Speech, 2 ; Address in Reply, 3, 14; answer to Address, 15. 
Instrument empowering the Lieutenant-Governor to act during the absence of, laid on Table, 166 

GRABBEN GULLEN (See “ROADS”).
GRAFTON (See “ RAILWAYS”).
GRAFTON TO THE TWEED RAILWAY BILL (See also “LISMORE TO THE TWEED 

RAILWAY BILL”)
Motion made (Mr. Sruce Smith) for Committee of the Whole, 142 ; Message from Lieutenant 

Governor, 153 ; Order of the Day postponed, 162 : House in Committee, resolution agreed to.
Bill presented and read 1°, 167.....................................................................................................

GRANTING OF PROBATE OF WILLS AND LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION FACILITA
TION BILL:—

Motion made (Mr. Walker) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 26; Order of the Day 
postponed, 104,132 ; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, and Report adopted, 
258 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 261.

GREAT WESTERN LINE (See "RAILWAYS”).
GULGONG (See “ RAILWAYS”).
GUNNING (See “ROADS”).
GUYRA (See “RAILWAYS”).
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H
HAM COMMON (See “COMMONS”).
HAMMOND, ME. (See “CIYIL SERVICE”).
“HANSARD” STAFF:— . _

Motion made (Mr. O' Sullivan) for copies of all applications for additional remuneration by, 515.
HARBOURS (See also “ILLAWARRA HARBOUR AND LAND CORPORATION BILL”):— 

COSTEACT OE Me. ’WlLLIAAI WakEFOBD AT KlAMA:—
Motion made (Mr. J. P. Abbott) for papers in reference to, 264; Return to Order, laid on Table

(not printed), 34S ........................................... ............................................................................—
Improvements, Claeence Rivee:—

Petition presented for Execution of Works and for Railway Construction, 25..................................
Southern Breakwater, Newcastle :—■

Report of the Engineer-in-Chief respecting condition of, laid on Table, 234 ...................... ...........
Stdney, Dred&e and Plant :—■ _ _

Report, together with Minutes of Evilenee, and Appendix from the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Public Works, laid on Table, 25.................................. ...........................................

HARTLEY (See “ELECTORAL”).
HASTENG-S AND MANNING, THE (See “ELECTORAL”).
HAWKERS ON RIVERS BILL:—

Motion made (Mr. J. P. Abbott) for Committee of the Whole, 108; House in Committee, resolu
tion reported, 133 ; Order of the Day postponed, 137,152; Resolution agreed to, 341.

HiWKESBURY RACECOURSE BILL :— .
Received from Legislative Council, and on motion (Mr. J. P. Abbott) read 1°, 294; Order of the 

Day postponed, 307, 400; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, 
505 ; read 3°, passed, and returned to Council, 508-9 ; assent reported, 554.

HAWTHORNE, JOHN STUART, ESQ., M.P.:—
Resignation of, as a Member for Balmain reported and seat declared vacanl, 139; issue and 

return of Writ reported, sworn, 171.
Name of, added to Select Committee on Mrs. Cunynghame, late Superintendent of Macquarie- 

street Asylum for Infirm and Destitute, Parramatta, 188.
HAY AND DENILIQUIN LAND BOARDS:—

Return to Order, laid on Table 27 November, 18S9, ordered to be printed, 257 ..............................
HAY AND DENILIQUIN TRAMWAY BILL:— __

Petition presented (Mr. E. P. Willcinson) for leave to bring in, 232; leave given, 235.
Petition presented (Mr. R. B. Wilkinson) for leave to bring in, 269; leave given, 316; pre

sented and read 1°, 316; referred to Select Committee, 321; Report brought up, 434; 
Motion made for 2° and debate adjourned, 458 ; Order of the Day postponed, 501; Debate 
resumed, Amendment moved that Bill be read 2° “this day six months”; debate inter
rupted by Government Business having precedence at 6 o’clock, 555.

HAY ATHENiEUM TRUSTEES ENABLING BILL:—
Petition presented (Mr. Lakeman) for leave to bring in, 528 ; leave given, presented, and read 1°, 

534 ; referred to Select Committee, 540 ; Report brought up, 553 ..........................................
HEALTH (See “PUBLIC HEALTH”). ' .
HIGH SCHOOLS (See “EDUCATION”). .
H1LLGROVE (See “MINING”).
HINTON (See “BRIDGES”).
HINTON PUNT:—

Petition from certain persons for abolition of tolls on, 216 ..................................................................
HIRED BOATS LICENSING BILL :—

Motion made (Mr. Jpaioken) for leave to bring in, 26.
HIRED BOATS LICENSING BILL (No. 2):—

Motion made (Mr. JRamken) for Committee of the Whole, 62; Order of the Day postponed, 79.
HISTORY OF NEW SOUTH WALES:—

Motion made (Mr. O' Sullivan) for copy of terms and conditions made with Mr. G. B. Barton in 
reference to, 380.

Correspondence in connection with, showing terms and conditions of contract with Mr. G. B. Barton,
laid on Table, 414 .............................................................................................................................

Return respecting, laid on Table, 504.......................... ..........................................................................
Further correspondence, &c., laid on Table, 553......................................................................................

HOLIDAYS (See “BANK HOLIDAYS ACT AMENDMENT BILL”; also “BANK HOLIDAYS 
ACT AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2) ”).

HOMES PRESERVATION BILL :—
Motion made (Mr. Traill) for leave to bring in, 27.

HORNSBY (See “RAILWAYS”).
HOSPITAL ELECTIONS BILL :—

Motion made (Mr. LeeJ for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 216; Order of the Day 
postponed, 274, 341, 372, 422, 464; read 2°, committed, reported with amendments, report 
adopted, 472 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 479 ; returned with amendments, 516 ; 
Order of the Day postponed, 519 ; amendments agreed to, 550.

HOSPITALS :—
Buildings, Macqtjaeie-street :—

Motion made (Sir Henry Parkes) to refer original plans and specification, and those on a reduced 
scale, to the Public Works Committee, and Amendment moved that Committee report 
forthwith, amendment and motion carried, 485-6.

Insane, upon the Kenmore Estate, near Goulburn :—
Motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith) to rescind motion (Session 1889) to refer to Parliamentary 

Standing Committee on Public Works, 151.
Oranoe :—

Motion made (Mr. Walker) for papers in reference to inquiry into management of, 52 ; Retnrn to
Order laid on Table, 379 ..................................................................................................................

Petition presented from residents of town and district, for a Select Committee to inquire into Dr.
Goode’s charges, 178 .........................................................................................................................

Motion (Mr. Walker) fur Select Committee being proceeded with, House counted out, 178. 
Motion made (Mr. Walker) for Select Committee to inquire into management of, 385 ; leave given 

to make visits of inspection to Orange Hospital, 392,443; leave given to make Special Report, 
552 ; Special Report brought up, 553 ..............................................................................................
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H
HOSPITALS ("continued) :—

Sydney :—
Motion made (Sir Henry ParTces) to proceed with the completion of the building now partially 

erected in Macquarie-street, and amendment moved (Mr. Edmunds) that the grant to the 
Trustees be revoked, and that the land be reeonveyed to the Crown for hospital purposes, 
and withdrawn, motion carried, 410-11.

Particulars respecting Buildings, laid on Table. 485..........................................................................
Sydney and Pbince Alebed

Return of Deaths under Chloroform at, since 1st January, 1885, laid on Table, 94......................
HOUR OP MEETING- ON BUSINESS DAYS 

Sessional Order negatived, 359.
HULBERT, REV. DANIEL P. M.

Motion made (Mr. "Burns) for Select Committee to inquire into claims of, 269.
HUNTER RIVER PLOODS

Report of Mr. George Gordon, C.E., respecting, laid on Table, 252 ; returned to Public Works
Department, 541..............................................................................................................................

HUNTER’S HILL (See “MUNICIPALITIES OP RYDE AND HUNTER’S HILL BILL”). 
HURLEY, JOHN, ESQ., M.P.

Resignation as Member for Hartley reported, Seat declared vacant, 157; issue and return of Writ 
reported, 213 ; sworn, 217.

Name added to Select Committee on “ Land, corner of Pitt and Bridge Streets,” 231.
Motion of censure on, 352.

HURSTVILLE (See “ WATER SUPPLY”).
Pbee Public Libbaby :—

By-laws of, laid on Table, 534 ..............................................................................................................

PAGE.
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ICELY, MR. T. R. (See “LORD HOWE ISLAND”).
ILLAWARRA HARBOUR AND LAND CORPORATION BILL

Petition presented (Mr. Chapman) to proceed with, under the 65th Standing Order, presented, 
and read 1°, 4; read 2°, committed, 47; House in Committee, 195; Order of the Day 

■ postponed, 269, 302, 320, 334,385,405,414; reported with amendments, Report adopted, 472;
read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 483 ; returned with amendments, 535; amendments 
agreed to, 549.

Petition presented from persons interested in coal, &c., to westward of harbour, in-favour of, 40...
Petition presented, Commissioners of Wollongong Harbour Trust, against, 152..............................
Petition presented from residents of Wollongong and Ulawarra Electorate, against, 181 ..............
Petition, inhabitants of Ulawarra District, in favour of, 195 ..............................................................

IMMIGRATION
Report for 1889, laid on Table, 32 ..........................................................................................................

IMPERIAL ENACTMENTS (See “DECLARATION OP IMPERIAL ENACTMENTS BILL”). 
IMPERIAL NAVY

Amended replies to Questions respecting imprisonment of men, laid on Table, 298 ..........................
Information respecting Committals to Darlinghurst Gaol of men belonging to, laid on Table, 87... 

IMPORT DUTIES (See “CUSTOMS”).
IMPORTED STOCK ACTS, 1871-1884

Regulations under, laid on Table, 25, 260 ..............................................................................................
IMPRISONMENT EOR DEBT;—

Adjournment moved to consider abolition of, and cases of Ray and Chee Hoy, 76. 
IMPRISONMENT POR DEBT ABOLITION BILL :—

Motion made (Mr. Dibbs) for leave to bring in, presented, and read 1°, 222 ; Motion made (Mr. 
Dilbs) for second reading—Point of Order, That Bill was beyond order of leave, as clause 2 
would operate as retrospective legislation and interfere with judgments already obtained of 
which the order of leave contained no reference—Speaker ruled order of leave to be sufficiently 
comprehensive to cover the Bill, 227 ; motion for 2° passed. Bill read 2°, committed, reported 
with an amendment, 228 ; Order of the Day discharged and Bill withdrawn, 534. 

IMPRISONMENT POR DEBT AMENDMENT BILL (See also “ DEBTOR’S BILL »)
Motion made (Mr. Oould) for leave to bring in, 359 ; presented and read 1°, 429 ; motion made 

for 2° and Debate adjourned, 520.
INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL ACT OP 1866

Regulations under, laid on Table, 174......................................................................................................
INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC

Report of Chief Medical Inspector, for 1890, laid on Table, 534 .......................................................
INGLIS, JAMES, ESQUIRE, M.P.

Motion made (Mr. Druce Smith) to appoint to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
and amendment, carried, to substitute name of William MeCourt, Esq., 181-2. ■

INSANE (See also “ HOSPITALS”)
Report of the Inspector-General of, for 1889, laid on Table, 32..........................................................

INSCRIBED STOCK ACT OP 1883
Seventh Report on the Creation, Inscription, and Issue of Stock, laid on Table, 17 .......................

INSTRUMENT
Empowering the Lieutenant-Governor to act during absence of the Governor, laid on Table, 166... 

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION (See “ CENTENNIAL INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION”). 
INTERRUPTION:—

To proceedings of the House, 217, 239, 395.
INVERELL (See “CROWN LANDS,” also “RAILWAYS”)
IRRELEVANCE, OR TEDIOUS REPETITION

Member directed by Mr. Speaker to discontinue his speech on the ground of, 399, 407. 
IRRIGATION (See “WENTWORTH IRRIGATION BILL”; also “CROWN LANDS”).

“ MULGOA IRRIGATION BILL ” ; also “ SEGENHOE ESTATE IRRIGATION BILL.” 
ITALIAN SETTLEMENT, RICHMOND RIVER :—

Report by Director-General of Porests on, laid on Table, 4G4.............................................................
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J
JEREY’S PLAINS (See “ BBIDGrES ”).
JOADJA CREEK RAILWAY TRANSFER BILL:-

Received from Legislative Council and read 1° (Mr. Garrard), 415 ; read 2°, committed, reported 
■without amendment, Report adopted, 457 ; read 3°, passed, and returned to Council, 460; 
assent reported, 487.

JUVENILE OFFENDERS BILL
Motion made (Mr. CricTcJ for leave to bring in, 12.

K

KATOOMBA LIGHTING BILL
Petition presented (Mr. Hurley) for leave to proceed with under the 65th Standing Order, 

presented and read 1°, 32; Order of the Day postponed, 226,414; read 2°, committed, reported 
without amendment, Report adopted, 472 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 476; returned 
with amendments. 535 ; amendments agreed to, 550.

KENMORE ESTATE, NEAR GOULBURN (See “ HOSPITALS ”).
KIAMA (See “RAILWAYS”; also “HARBOURS”).
KIAMA TO NOWRA RAILWAY BILL:—

Motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith) for Committee of the Whole, 136; Message from Lieutenant- 
Governor, 153; House in Committee, resolution agreed to, Bill presented, and read 1°, 155 ; 
Order of the Day postponed, 163; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report 
adopted, 169 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 174; returned without amendment, 235 ; 
assent reported, 239.

KRAMBACH (See “POSTAL”).

6 297

L
LABOUR STRIKE:—

Petition presented from James Finch, Chairman of the Labour Defence Committee, alleging that 
at a Meeting of Citizens of Sydney, attended by 32,000 persons, it was resolved to petition to 
be heard at the Bar of the House in reference to the great distress consequent thereon, read
by the Clerk, 399 ..............................................................................................................................

Petition presented from James Finch, Chairman of the Labour Defence Committee, as chairman 
of a public meeting of citizens of Sydney, submitting that trade organizations have a right to 
combine and affiliate, a right which has been assailed by a numerically small section of the 
community; that those whom the petition represents are in no way blamable for the serious 
consequences that have befallen the country through the attitude of the employers during the 
present great crisis ; and praying that for these and other reasons in the Petition set forth the 
House will take the premises into favourable consideration and grant such redress as shall seem
meet and proper, and read by the Clerk, 415...................................................................................

Adjournment moved to call attention to the proposed labours, constitution, and general character 
of the Royal Commission appointed to inquire into the cause of Strikes and the Labour 
Question, 489.

Report of the Inspector-General of Police on occurrences coming specially under the notice of 
the Police during, laid on Table, 502 .............................................................................................

LAKE ALBERT:—
Motion made (Mr. Gormly) for Conservation of Water in, and negatived, 88.

LAMB, ALFRED, ESQUIRE:—
Motion made (Sir Henry Parkes) to place on record the sense of the House of its loss at the 

death of the Hon. Member for West Sydney, 373.
Death of the Honorable Member for West Sydney reported, seat declared vacant, 375.

LAMROCK, ROBERT (See “CROWN LANDS”).
LAND BOARDS (See “CROWN LANDS”).
LAND COMPANY OF AUSTRALASIA BILL :—

Received from Legislative Council, and on motion (Mr. Garrard) read 1°, 4S3; read 2°, committed, 
reported without amendment, Report adopted, 553.

LAND CORNER OF PITT AND BRIDGE STREETS :—
Motion made (Mr. Hurley) for Select Committee to inquire into, 62 ; and Debate adjourned, 63 ; 

Debate resumed and Motion passed, 133; Mr. Hurley appointed a member of the Committee, 
231; Progress Report of Session 1887-8 referred to Committee, 246.

LAND COURT (See also “CROWN LANDS)”:—
Rules and regulations, laid on Table, 32,188..........................................................................................

LANDHOLDERS (See “BYRON BAY”).
LAND REVENUE (See “ FINANCE ”).
LANDS FOR PUBLIC PURPOSES ACQUISITION ACT :—

Notification' of Resumption undee, xaid on Table :—

Public School Purposes, 17, 79, 129, 174(2), 324 .................................................................................

Wharf Accommodation for traffic between Sydney and Balmain, 18 ..................................................
North Shore Water Supply, 18 (2) ............ .............................................................................................
Additional Wharf Accommodation, Woolloomooloo Bay, 18 ..............................................................
Buildings for Public Offices, Phillip-street, Sydney, 18 ......................................................................
Manly Water Supply, 18 .........................................................................................................................
Sewerage of the Western Suburbs, 18, 226, 358......................................................................................
Public Recreation, Balmain, 18 .....................................................................................................
Bridge over Bishop’s Creek, Field of Mars, 18 ......................................................................................
Court-house, Glebe, 18 ............................................................................................................................
Public Park at Clarence Town, 18 ........................................................................................................
General Cemetery' at Bowral, 18 ................................................................................................... ..........
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LANDS FOR PUBLIC PURPOSES ACQUISITION ACT continued)
Notitication of Resumption under, laid on Table (continued) :—

Public Cemetery at South Head, 32..........................................................................................................
Water Supply for Town of Richmond, 32 .............................................................................................
Wharf Accommodation at Woodville, Paterson River, 32 ..................................................................
Tarreganda Bridge Approach, 129 ..................................... ....................................................................
Court-house at Redfern, 273.....................................................................................................................
Public Offices, Sydney, 273 ......................................................................................................................
Water Supply, Sydney, 273 .....................................................................................................................
Sewerage of the City of Sydney and Suburbs, 390..................................................................................
Enlargement of the Post Office, West Maitland, 390 ..........................................................................
Conservation of Water, Paterson, 390......................................................................................................
Wharf accommodation, Oxley Island, Manning River, 390..................................................................
Post and Telegraph Office at Picton, 410.................................................................................................
General Cemetery at Teralba, 534 ..........................................................................................................

LAND LAW (See “CROWN LANDS”).
LAW OF EVIDENCE AMENDMENT BILL

Motion made (Mr. Crick) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 19; Order of the Day 
postponed, 52 ; read 2°, committed, 227 j Order of the Day postponed, 353, 395.

LAW REFORM
Motion made (Mr. Meii) in reference to Legal Procedure and urging on the Government the 

necessity of inquiry with a view to, 479.
LAW VACATIONS ABOLITION BILL

Motion made (Mr. Walker) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 26; Order of the Day 
postponed, 104 ; Motion made for 2°, and negatived, Order discharged and Bill withdrawn, 
133.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
To Members of the Legislative Assembly, 18, 83, 316, 332.

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS BILL
Motion made (Mr. Crick) for leave to bring in, presented and read lc, 19 j Order of the Day 

postponed, 52, 226, 353, 395.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL QUORUM (See “ CONSTITUTION ACT AMENDMENT (LEGIS

LATIVE COUNCIL QUORUM) BILL”).
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL:—

Memorandum by Clerk of the Parliaments and President’s minute thereon in reference to increases 
to salaries of officers, laid on Table, 504..........................................................................................

LEPERVANCHE, DR. 0. (See “CIVIL SERVICE”).
LEPROSY

Report on, in Australasian Colonies, laid on Table, 32..........................................................................
LEPROSY BILL

Motion made (Mr. McMillan) for Committee of the Whole, 295 ; Message from the Governor, 
306; House in Committee, Resolution agreed to, 314; Bill presented and read 1°, 324; read 
2°, committed, reported with an amendment, report adopted, 360; read 3°, passed and sent to 
Council, 367 ; returned with amendments, 390; amendments agreed to, Message to Council, 
430 ; assent reported, 467 .................................................................................................................

LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION (See “GRANTING OF PROBATE OF WILLS AND 
LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION FACILITATION BILL”).

LEVEL CROSSINGS ON RAILWAYS BILL
Motion made (Mr. McMillan) for Committee of the Whole, 174; Message from Governor, 180 ; 

House in Committee, resolution agreed to, Bill presented, and read 1°, 203; Order of the Day 
postponed, 295; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, Report adopted, 457;
recommitted, 556.................................................................................................................................

Motion made (Mr. McMillan) for third reading, and Debate adjourned, 466; debate resumed, and 
it being 6 o’clock General Business takes precedence, 472,

LIABILITIES OF SURETIES (See “BONDSMEN AND SURETIES LIABILITIES BILL”).
LIBRARY COMMITTEE:—

Sessional passecl H
LICENSING (See also “HIRED BOATS LICENSING BILL;” also “HIRED BOATS LICEN

SING BILL NO. 2”; also “PUBLICANS LICENSES FURTHER RESTRICTION BILL”). 
Me. Manning, Cbairman of Bench at Ryde :—■

Motion made (Mr. Crick) for Select Committee to inquire into charges made against, by Mr. 
O’Maley, and papers referred to Committee, 13 ; report brought up, 369 ; motion (Mr. Crick)
for adoption of Report being proceeded with, House counted out, 530 ......................................

Petition presented from, to be heard before the Select Committee into charges against, and prayer
granted, 24 ..........................................................................................................................................

Liquor Traffic :—
Petitions presented in favour of Local Option without compensation from,—■

Mass Meeting of Citizens of Sydney, held in Domain, 124..........................................................
Citizens of Sydney, 147.....................................................................................................................
Public Meeting of Residents of St. Peters, 208..............................................................................
Public Meeting of Citizens of Sydney, 217......................................................................................
Public Meeting, Summerhill, 226......................................................................................................
General Havelock Tent, Independent Order of Rechabites, at Auburn, 226..............................
Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Conference, 252 ......................................................................
Public Meeting, Citizens of Sydney, 257..........................................................................................
Public Meeting, convened by the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, 261..........................
Meeting of Residents of Newtown and Enmore, 293 .......................................... .......................
Meeting, Borough of Granville, 329 '..............................................................................................
Public Meeting Orange, 332 .............................................................................................................
Public Meeting, Ryde, 345.................................................................................................................
Public Meeting, Castle Hill, 345 ......................................................................................................
Public Meeting of the Citizens and Residents of Marrickville, 348 ..........................................
Public Meeting, Citizens of Sydney, 358..........................................................................................
Public Meeting of the Residents of Woolloomooloo, and against employment of Barmaids, 405 
Bishop of Sydney, and Primate of Australia and Tasmania, submitting a Resolution of the

Synod, 441 ..................................................................................................................................
Public Meeting of Residents of South Sydney, and against the employment of Barmaids, 466
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LICENSING {continued) :—
Liquor Traffic {continued) :—

Petitions presented against extension of principle of Local Option.—
Public Meeting at New Masonic Hall, Sydney, 269 .......................... ....................
Public Meeting at Balmain, 272 .................................. ........... ....... .
Public Meeting at the Town Hall, Sydney, 280 ................................. .....................
Public Meeting at the Town Hall, Bedfern, 281 .............................................. ..
Public Meeting, Protestant Hall, Sydney, 286 ......................................................................

Petitions presented against extending the present hours, extending the Sunday traffic, reducing 
the duty on spirits, and in favour of the retention of the restrictions as to refreshments to 
travellers, from—

Superintendent and Teachers of the Wesleyan Sabbath School, Parramatta, 307 ...........
James J. Jennings, Minister of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Parramatta, 307 ....
President and Officers of “ Olive Branch ” Lodge, I.O.G.T., Fairfield, 307 ..................... .
The Clergy, Churchwardens, Superintendent of the Sunday School, Teachers, and Members

of the Church of England Mission Church of Prospect, 307 ........................................
The President and Officers of the Members of the “Riverview” Lodge, I.O.G-T., Ermington,

307 ................ ........................................ , .... ,,, , , , ,
The President and Officers of the Star of the East” Lodge, I.O.&.T , Carlingford, SOT’
The President and Officers of the “Prince Alfred Division” of the Sons of Temperance,

Granville, 307 ........................................................................................................................
The Superintendent and Teachers of the Wesleyan Factory-street Mission Sabbath School

Parramatta, 307 ................................. .....................................................................................
The President and Officers of the Baptist “ Band of Hope,” Parramatta, 307 ..................
The President and Officers of the “ Women’s Christian Temperance Union,” Parramatta, 307 
The Superintendent and Teachers of St Andrew’s Presbyterian Sabbath School, Parramatta,

307 .............................................................................. .................................... ................
The President and Office-bearers of the Wesleyan Factory-street Mission, Parramatta, 307 .
The President and Officers of the “Universal” Lodge, I O.G.T., Castle Hill, 307 ................
The President and Officers of the “ Lighten the Hill” Lodge, I O.G.T., Bankstown, 307 ...
The Officiating Minister and Office-bearers of the Baptist Church, Parramatta, 313 ......
The President and Officers of the “ Happy Thought” Lodge, I.O.G.T., Parramatta South, 313 
The President and Secretary of the “ Carrington Tent” Independent Order of Rechabites at

Parramatta, 313 ...................................................................................................................
The President and Officers of the “ Home of Peace” Lodge, 1.6 G.T , Granville, 313"
The President and Officers of the “Mutual” Lodge, 1.0 G.T , Seven Hills, 313.................
The President and Officers of the “ Sunshine ” Lodge, I O.G.T, Baulkham Hills, 313 .........
The President and Officers of the “ Church of England Temperance Society” at Castle Hill

The Officiating Minister and Office-bearers of the Church of England, Rookwood, 313 . ..
The President of St. John’s Church of England Temperance Society at Parramatta, 313 ......
The Officiating Minister and Office-bearers of the Congregational Church, Granville, 313 
The President and Officers of the “ Orange Blossom ” Lodge, I O.G.T., Pennant Hills. 316
The President and Officers of the “ Light of Dural ” Lodge, I.O.G.T., Dural, 316...........
The Officiating Minister and Office-bearers of the Congregational Church, Rookwood, 316 . 
The President and Officers of the “ Sherwood Rangers ” Lodge, I.O.G.T., Goughtown, 316
Tne President and Officers of the Wesleyan “ Band of Hope,” at Castle Hill, 316.................
The Minister and Office-bearers of the Primitive Methodist Church of Granville, 316 ’
The President and Officers of the “ Hope of Auburn ” Lodge, I.O.G T., Auburn, 316 .........
The Captain of the Salvat'on Army, Parramatta, 316 ... ...............................................
The Superintendent and Teachers of the Wesleyan Centenary Sabbath School, Parramatta”316 

Spirits, Wines, and Beer—Convictions under Act- —
Annual Return to Order, laid on Table, 32,174 ............................................................

Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1883 :— ................................
Regulations under, laid on Table, 231, 348 ....................................................................................

AdMINISTE 4.TION OF LAW AT BATHURST :— ..............................
Motion made {Mr. Paul) for papers in reference to, 231, 269; Return to Order, laid on Table, 273 

LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT BILL —
Motion made {Mr. Creer) for Committee of the Whole, 226; Order of the Day postponed, 287; 

House in Committee, resolution reported and agreed to, Bill presented and read 1“’ 317 
Order of the Day postponed, 410, 436, 464, 472, 501.

Petition presented from J. Straughen, as Chairman of Baptist Union, New South Wales, against 
more than one bar in houses licensed to sell liquor, and against female labour, and in favour
of Bill, 332 ...................................................................... ..........................

Petition from certain Mothers and Daughters residing at Teralba, Greta, and Minmi in favour of,
345......... ................... ........................ .......... ...............

Petition of Caleb Gambling, as Chairman of a Public Meeting of Residents of Castle Hill, 
against Private Bars and the employment of females in public-houses, and in favour of the
Bill, 345 .............................. ... . . ..........................

Petition from certain Members of the Committee appointed by the Congregational Union of New 
South Wales against Private Bars and the employment of females in public-houses, and in 
favour of the Bill, 371 ......................

LIENS ON WOOL BILL ......................................................................
Motion made {Mr. J. P. Abbott) for leave to bring in, 52.

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR (See also “ MESSAGES”).
Instrument empowering, to act during absence of Governor, laid on Table, 166.........

LIMITATION OF BUSINESS HOURS.— "
Sessional Order passed, 40.
Motion made {Mr. Morton) to rescind Sessional Order and amendment moved {Mr. Dibbs) to 

apply only to Tuesdays ; Speaker called attention to continued irrelevance or tedious repetition 
on the part of Mr. Willis, 334; motion that Member be further heard negatived,—motion for 
adjournment of Debate moved,—Speaker called attention to continued irrelevance and tedious 
repetition on the part of Mr. Schey, motion that Member be further heard negatived,—motion 
for adjournment of Debate negatived, 335 ; amendment negatived, original question carried, 
336.

L1NWOOD COLLIERY:—
Motion made {Mr. Burns)iov Reports on subsidence at, 52; Return to Order, laid on Table, 72

J

h

J
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LIQUOR TRAFFIC (See also “LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT BILL ”)
Local Option :—

Petitions presented in favour of, without compensation—
From Mass Meeting of Citizens of Sydney, held in the Domain, 124 .............................................. ^
From Citizens of Sydney, 147 .................... ..........................................................
From C. Willings, Chairman of Meeting of Residents of St Peters, 208 .....................................
From J. Garrard, Chairman of Public Meeting of Citizens of Sydney, 217..................................
From Robert R. Jack, Chairman of a Public Meeting, Summerhill, 226 ...... .........
From General Havelock Tent, Independent Order of Rechabites, at Auburn, 226 . .
From Australasian Wes1eyan Methodist Conference, 252 ..................... . ........
From Public Meeting, Citizens of Sydney, 257 ......................... ..... .......................
From Public Meeting, convened by the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, 261..................
From Charles J. Lane, as Chairman of a Meeting of Residents of Newtown and Enmore, 293 ..
From Robert Alexander Withers, 329 . ... ....................... .
From James Cox, as Chairman of a Public Meeting at Orange, 332 .............................................
From Public Meeting, Residents of Ryde, 315 .. ................ ....... .. . . ...
From Public Meeting, Residents of Castle Hill, 345 ... ..
From Public Meeting, Citizens and Residents of Marrickville, 348 ..............................................
From Public Meeting, Citizens of Sydney, 358 ......................... ..............................................
From Public Meeting of the Residents of Woolloomooloo, and against the employment ot

Barmaids, 405 ............ ................... .................. ..................................... . ..
From Bishop of Sydney and Primate of Australia and Tasmania, submitting a Resolution of tbe

Synod, 441 ........... ................ ................ ..................................
From Public Meeting of the Residents of South Sydney, and against the employment of 

Barmaids, 467 ...................... ................ ..... ................ .
Petitions presented against extension of principle of—

From Public Meeting at New Masonic Hall, Sydney, 269 . . ........................................
From Public Meeting at Balmain, 272 ................. ...... . .............................
From Public Meeting at the Town Hall, Sydney, 280 .. ..................... .............
From Public Meeting at the Town Hall, Redfern, 281 .. ...............................
From Frederick Albert Allen, Chairman of a Public Meeting at the Protestant Hall, Sydney,

286 ......... ............................................................ .............................
Petitions Presented against extending the present hours, extending the Sunday traffic, reducing 

the duty on epmts, and in favour of the retention of the restrictions as to refreshments to 
travellers from,—

Superintendent and Teachers of the Wesleyan Sabbath School, Parramatta, 307 .................
James J Jennings, Minister of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Parramatta, 307 .............
President and Officers of the “ Olive Branch ” Lodge, I.O.G.T , Fairfield, 307 .. ............
The Clergy, Churchwardens, Superintendent of the Sunday School, Teachers, and Members of V

the Church of England Mission Church of Prospect, 307 ................. .................
The President and Officers of the Members of the “ Riverview ” Lodge, I.O.G .T, Ermington, 

307.
The President and Officers of the “Star of the East” Lodge, I.O.G.T., Carlingford, 307...
The President and Officers of the “ Prince Alfred Division ” of tbe Sons of Temperance,

Granville, 307 ..................... ............... .............................. .....................
The Superintendent and Teachers of the Wesleyan Factory-street Mission Sabbath School,

Parramatta, 307 ......................................... ......................................................................
The President and Officers of the Baptist “ Band of Hope,” Parramatta, 307.. ...........
Ihe President and Officers of the “ Women’s Christian Temperance Un on,” Parramatta, 307 
The Superintendent and Teachers of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Sabbath School, Parramatta, 307 
The President and Office-bearers of the Wesleyan Factory-street Mission, Parramatta, 307 ...
The President and Officers of the tc Universal ” Lodge, I O.G T , Castle Hill, 307 ................
The President and Officers of the “ Light on the Hill ” Lodge, I.O.G.T, Bankstown, 307.....
The Officiating Minister and Office-bearers of the Baptist Church, Parramatta, 313 ... .
The President and Officers of the “ Happy Thought ” Lodge, I O G.T., Parramatta South, 313 
Tbe President and Secretary of the “ Carrington Tent,” Independent Order of Rechabites, at

Parramatta, 313 ........................................ ........... ............... .................
The President and Officers of the “ Home of Peace ” Lodge, I O G.T., Granville, 313 ... .
The President and Officers of the “ Mutual ” Lodge, I O.G.T., Seven Hills, 313...................
The President and Officers of the “Sunshine ” Lodge, I.O.G.T , Baulkham Hills, 313........ (J
Tbe President and Officers of the “Church of England Temperance Society” at Castle

Hill, 313 .................................................................................................... ........
The Officiating Minister and Office-bearers of the Church of England, Rookwood, 313 ...
The President of St. John’s Church of England Temperance Society at Parramatta, 313 .....
The Officiating Minister and Office-bearers of the Congregational Church, Granville, 313 .. . 
The President and Officers of the “ Orange Blossom ” Lodge, I O G.T , Pennant Hills, 316 .
The President and Officers of the “ Light of Dural ” Lodge, 1.0 G T., Dural, 316.............  ..
The Officiating Minister and Office-bearers of the Congregational Church, Rookwood, 316 ... 
The President and Officers of the “ Sherwood Rangers” Lodge, I O G.T., Goughtown, 316 . .
The President and Officers of the Wesleyan “Band of Hope” at Castle Hill, 316 .. ..
The Minister and Office-bearers of the Primitive Methodist Church of Granville, 316 ...
The President and Officers of the “ Hope of Auburn ” Lodge, 1.0 G.T , Auburn, 316.........
The Captain of the Salvation Army, Parramatta, 316 .......................................... . ...................
The Superintendent and Teachers of the Wesleyan Centenary Sabbath School, Parramatta, 316 . 

Bab in Pabliamentaby Refbeshment Room :—
Petition from N.S.W. Local Option League for abolition of, and to prohibit sale of intoxicants in, 

and motion to receive Petition negatived, 469.
LISMORE (See “RAILWAYS”; also “ MOLESWORTH-STREET, LISMORE”; “COUNTRY 

TOWNS WATER AND SEWERAGE ACT OF 1880”).
LISMORE TO THE TWEED RAILWAY BILL [Heretofore GRAFTON TO THE TWEED 

RAILWAY BILL].
Motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith), to read 2°, read 2°, committed, reported with amendments, report 

adopted, 383 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 191; returned without amendments, 310 ; 
assent reported, 327.

LISTER, J. H A. (See “ GOLD DISCOVERY”).
LITIGATION (See “REDUCTION OF COST OF LITIGATION BILL”).
LIVERPOOL:—

Wateb District —
Proclamation defining boundaries of, laid on Table, 45 ............................. ................................... .
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LOAN BILL:—
Standing Orders suspended, 540; Ordered (Sir Henry Parkes), founded on Resolution of Ways 

and Means, No. 5, presented and read 1°, 2°, Committee report without amendment, report 
adopted, 549 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 555; returned without amendment, 556 ; 
Speaker authorised to present to Governor for assent, 558.

LOAN ESTIMATES (See “EINANCE 
LOANS ACCOUNT (See "EINANCE”).
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (See “DISTRICT GOVERNMENT BILL”).
LOCAL OPTION (See “ LICENSING”).
LOCKING (See “DARLING RIVER”).
LOCOMOTIVES (See “RAILWAYS”).
LONG COVE

Notification of resumption of land under the Public Works Act, for reclamation of certain low-
lying mud flats in vicinity of, laid on Table, 358 .............................. ..........................................

LORD HOWE ISLAND
Motion made (Mr. Traill) for copies of complaints against Mr. T. R. Icely, Visiting Magistrate to

Lord Howe Island, 380; Return to Order, laid on Table, 471 ...................................................
LUCKNOW (See “ROADS”).
LYNE, WILLIAM JOHN, ESQ.

Speaker’s Warrant appointing, as member of the Elections and Qualifications Committee, laid on 
Table, 391, maturity reported, 411; Mr. Lyne sworn, 414.

4

3

787

713

M

MACLEAN (See “ROADS.”)
MACLEAY AND BELLINGER DISTRICTS

Information respecting growth of cedars in, laid on Table, 324 
MACLEAY RIVER DISTRICT:—

Reports, letters, &c., respecting the question of draining Swamps in, laid on Table (not printed), 392 
MAGISTRATES (See “METROPOLITAN MAGISTRATES ACT, 1881”).
MAHER, JAMES (See “CROWN LANDS”).
MAIL SERVICE (See “ POSTAL ”).
MAINTENANCE OF PRISONERS :—

Return showing cost to the State, laid on Table, 380 ..............................................
MAITLAND CATTLE-DRIVING ACT AMENDMENT ACT (See “ BY-LAWS ”’) 
MAITLAND MERCURY NEWSPAPER

Motion made (Mr. 0 Sullivan) for return respecting Government Advertisements, 371; Return to 
Order, laid on Table, 410 ..............

MANLY (“ See “ WATER SUPPLY ”). ..................................................................................................
MANNING, MR.:—

Chairman or Licensing- Bench, Ryde :—
Motion made (Mr. Crick) for Select Committee to inquire into charges made against, -by Mr. 

O’Maley, and papers referred to Committee, 13; Report brought up, 369; Motion (Mr.
Crick) for adoption of Report being proceeded with, House counted out, 530 ......................

Petition presented from, for leave to appear before Select Committee inquiring into charges 
against, and prayer granted, 24 ...........................

MARRICKVILLE (See “ RAILWAYS ”). ..........................................................................
MARRICKVILLE TO BURWOOD ROAD RAILWAY BILL :—

Motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith) for Committee of the Whoie, 142 ; Message from Lieutenant- 
Governor, 153; Order of the Day postponed, 162; House in Committee, resolution 
reported, 167, agreed to, Bill presented, and read 1°, 175 ; read 2°, committed, reported 
■without amendment, and Report adopted, 183 j read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 190, 
returned with amendments, Motion made that Bill he laid aside and negatived, 348-9; 
Order of Day read for consideration of Council’s amendments, and attention called to the 
nature of the amendments, 359 ; Bill laid aside, 360.

MARRICKVILLE TO BURWOOD ROAD RAILWAY BILL (No. 2) :—
Motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith) for Committee of the Whole, 411; Message from Lieutenant- 

Governor, 416; House in Committee, resolution reported, 429 ; agreed to, Bill presented and 
read 1“, 434; Motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith) for second reading; Point of Order that pro
vision in Bill was not covered by order of leave, ruled against; read 2°, committed, reported 
without amendment, Report adopted, 511; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 516-7; 
returned without amendment, 540.

MARRIED WOMEN’S PROPERTY BILL :—
Received from Legislative Council, and on motion (Mr. Frank Farnell) read 1°, 428; Order of 

the Day postponed, 505.
M‘ARTHUR & CO. :—

Return showing the amount of money paid to, for goods supplied to the Government during pre
sent Administration, laid on Table, 504......

McCOURT, WILLIAM, ESQUIRE:— ..............................................................................
Appointed member of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works 182 FEEN AND CLIFT CSbb “rwnwNr T iTvrna.V vvorits, mi.MTLVEEN AND CLIFT (See “CROWN LANDS”) 

MTNNES, JOHN (See "CROWN LANDS”). 
MEADOW BANK (See “ RAILWAYS”).
MEDICAL BILL:—
MEETING OFfTHE HOUSE ^UnCi1’ 0“ m°ti0n ^ FarnelT) read ^ 5ie- 

Sessional Order passed, 10.
Hour of, Sessional Order negatived, 359.

MELVILLE, NINIAN, ESQ., M.P.:—
Elected Chairman of Committees, 10.
Commission to, as Deputy Speaker, to administer Oath of Allegiance, 21.
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MEMBERS
Sworn, 1(2), 171, 217, 239, 257, 395, 505.
Leave of absence granted to, 18, 83, 316, 332.
Of Elections and Qualifications Committee, sworn, 35(J), 68(3), 73, 116, 414.
Death of, reported, 161, 223, 375.
Motion made expressing regret at Death of, 373.
Name added to Select Committee, 188, 231.
Vote of, challenged, 236.
Makes personal explanation, 327, 399.
Motion made that Members be further heard, 335 (2).
Speaker calls attention to continued irrelevance or tedious repetition on part of, and directs Member 

to discontinue his Speech, 334, 335, 399, 407.
Censured by the House, 352.
Removed from Chamber by direction of Mr. Speaker, 395, 430. •
Adjudged guilty of disorder, and expelled from the House, 430-1.
Leave given to, to be examined before Select Committee of Council, 485.
Swearing in of, not to interrupt business, 505.
Attendance of, in Divisions and Counts-out .........................................................................................

MERCHANT SHIPPING- ACTS
Despatch respecting, laid on Table, 410 .................................................................................................

MESSAGES•
Transmission or, between the two Houses: —

Sessional Order passed, 11.
From the Governor :—

Delivered by Usher of Black Rod, 2.
1. Assent to Vine Diseases Acts Continuation Bill, 2.
2. Do Redhead Coal-mine Railway Act Amending Bill, 2.
3. Do Appropriation Bill, 2.
4. District Government Bill, 49 ...........................................................................................................
5. Coal-mines Regulation Bill, 49 .......................................................................................................
6. Probate Bill, 68......................... .........................................................................................................
7. Crown Rents Bill, 77...........................................................................................................................
8. Goulbum to Crookwell Railway Bill, 115 .......................................................................................
9. Culcairn to Corowa Railway Bill, 115................................................................................................

10. Entrance to Richmond River Improvements Bill, 115...................................................................
From the Lieutenant-Governor :—

11. Nyngan to Cobar Railway Bill, 153 ...............................................................................................
12. Kiama to Nowra Railway Bill, 153...................................................................................................
13. Byron Bay Breakwater Bill, 153 ......................................................................................................
14. Grafton to The Tweed Railway Bill, 153 ...................................................................................... .
15. Marrickville to Burwood Road Railway Bill, 153...........................................................................
16. Molong to Parkes and Forbes Railway Bill, 153 ...........................................................................
17. Cootamundra to Temora Railway Bill, 154 ............................................................... ................
18. Entrance to Clarence River Improvements Bill, 154 ... ......................................................
19. Board of Water Supply and Sewerage Offices Erection Bill, 154 ................................................
20. Western Suburbs (City of Sydney) Sewerage Scheme Reticulation and Completion Bill, 154. .
21. Cowra Bridge Bill, 154.......................................................................................................................
68. Assent to Joadja Creek Railway Transfer Bill, 487.
69. Do Berry Municipal District Naming Bill, 487.
70. Newcastle Sand-drift Reclamation Amendment Bill, 497 ............................................................
71. Vine Diseases Acts Further Continuation Bill, 498 .......................................................................
72. Assent to Blayney Municipal Council Enabling Bill, 510.
73. Do Circular Quay Land Bill, 510.
74. Metropolitan Street Improvements Bill, 515 ...............................................................................
75. Water Conservation Bill, 515 ..........................................................................................................
76. Assent to Tumut School of Arts Site Sale Bill, 527.
77. Do Probate Bill, 527.
78. Do Vine Diseases Acts Further Continuation Bill, 527.
79. Additional Estimates for 1891, 531 .............................................................................................. .
80. Further Supplementary Estimates for 1890, 631 ...........................................................................
81. Loan Estimates for 1891, 531 ...........................................................................................................
82. Assent to Broken Hill Water Supply Bill, 531.
83. Do Mulgoa Irrigation Bill, 554.
84. Do Hawkesbury Racecourse Bill, 554.

From the Governor :—
22. Postage Acts Amendment Bill, 167 ...............................................................................................

Assent to Constitution Act Amendment (Legislative Council Quorum) Bill, 173.
Do to West Wallsend Coal Company (Limited) Bill, 174.

25. Level Crossings on Railways Bill, 180 ..........................................................................................
26. Assent to Nyngan to Cobar Railway Bill, 200. •
27. Crown Rents Bill (No. 2), 221.........................................................................................................
28. Assent to Goulburn Water Supply Charges Bill, 226.

Do Culcairn to Corowa Railway Bill, 231.
Toronto Tramway Act Amendment Bill, 239.
Kiama to Nowra Railway Bill, 239.
Molong to Parkes and Forbes Railway Bill, 268.
Cowra Bridge Bill, 268.
Borough of Willoughby Naming Bill, 268.
Remission of Penalties Bill, 286.
Entrance to the Richmond River Improvements Bill, 286.
Wentworth Irrigation Bill, 287.
Tarrawingee Tramway Bill, 287.

23.
24.

29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.

Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do

39. Vote of Credit, 306
40. Railway Employees Provident and Pension Fund, 306 ........................
41. Circular Quay Land Bill, 306 ...................................................................
42. Leprosy Bill, 306 .............................. .. . . .
43. Assent to Willoughby and Gordon Tramway Act Amending Bill, 319.
44. Rabbit Bill, 324 . . ............. .'..................................................
45. Assent to Crown Rents Bill (No. 2), 327.
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46. Assent to Lisniore to the Tweed Railway Bill, 327.
47. Do St. Leonards School of Arts Enabling Bill, 327.
4$. Do Mount Keira Tramway Acquisition Act Amendment Bill, 339.
49. Do Cootamundra to Temora Railway Bill, 339.
60. Do Transfer of Mining Stock Stamp Duty Exemption Bill, 339.
51. Do Book Purchasers’ Protection Bill, 339.
52. Do Entrance to the Clarence River Improvements Bill, 340. .
53. Do Australian Mutual Provident Society’s Officers’ Provident Fund Trustees Bill, 340.
54. Do Western Suburbs (City of Sydney) Sewerage Scheme Reticulation and Completion

Bill, 352.
Public Tehicles Regulation Acts Amendment Bill (No. 2), 352.
Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, 353.

Do
Do

55.
56. .
57. Board of Water Supply and Sewerage Offices Erection Bill (No. 2), 366
58. Milson’s Point Extension Railway Bill, 366 .............................................
59. Estimates of Expenditure for 1891, and Supplementary Estimates for 1890 and previous

years, 379 ................................................................................................
60. Assent to Municipalities of Ryde and Hunter’s Hill Bill, 399.

From the Lieutenant-Governor:—
61. Marrickville to Burwood Road Railway Bill (No. 2), 416 .........................................
62. Electoral Bill, 417............................................................................................................
63. Publicans’ Licenses Further Restriction Bill, 425.................. .....................................
64. Assent to Board of Water Supply and Sewerage Offices Erection Bill (No. 2), 467.
65. Do Milson’s Point Extension Railway Bill, 467.
66. Do Leprosy Bill, 467.
67. Census and Industrial Returns Bill, 467 .....................................................................

From Assembly to Council:—
Transmitting Party Processions Act Repeal Bill, 79 

,, Mortgages Act Amendment Bill, 116.
,, West Wallsend Coal Company (Limited) Bill, 116.
,, Wentworth Irrigation Bill, 137.
,, Toronto Tramway Act Amendment Bill, 141.
„ Goulburn Water Supply Charges Bill, 141.
„ Nyngan to Cobar Railway Bill, 174.
,, Kiama to Nowra Railway Bill, 174.
,, Culcairn to Corowa Railway Bill, 174.
„ Goulburn to Crookwell Railway Bill, 175.
,, Marrickville to Burwood Road Railway Bill, 190.
„ Lismore to The Tweed Railway Bill, 191.
„ Byron Bay Breakwater Bill, 191.
„ Molong to Parkes and Forbes Railway Bill, 201.
„ Cootamundra to Temora Railway Bill, 201.
„ Entrance to Clarence River Improvements Bill, 202.
„ Entrance to Richmond River Improvements Bill, 202.
„ Board of Water Supply and Sewerage Offices Erection Bill, 202.
„ Western Suburbs (City of Sydney) Sewerage Scheme Reticulation and Completion

Bill, 202.
„ Cowra Bridge Bill, 202.
„ Tarrawingee Tramway Bill, 203.
,, Willoughby and Gordon Tramway Act Amending Bill, 232.
„ St. Leonards School of Arts Enabling Bill, 232.
,, Borough of Willoughby Naming Bill, 232.

Granting of Probate of Wills and Letters of Administration Facilitation Bill, 261. 
Crown Rents Bill (No. 2), 276.

,, Transfer of Mining Stock Stamp Duty Exemption Bill, 281.
,, Mount Keira Tramway Acquisition Act Amendment Bill, 281.
,, Employers Liability Act Amendment, 298.
„ Australasian Federation Resolutions, 312.
„ Probate Bill, 316.
„ Public Vehicles Regulation Acts Amendment Bill (No, 2), 320.
,, Municipalities of Ryde and Hunter’s Hill Bill, 320.
„ Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, 338.
,, Leprosy Bill, 367.
,, Coal Mines Regulation Bill, 414
,, Board of Water Supply and Sewerage Offices Erection Bill (No. 2), 418.
„ Blayney Municipal Council Enabling Bill, 418.
„ Broken Hill Water Supply Bill, 424.
„ Wagga Wagga Cattle Sale-.yards Bill, 427.
,, Tumut School of Arts Site Sale Bill, 428.
,, Berry Municipal District Naming Bill, 428.
,, Milson’s Point Extension Railway Bill, 429.
,, Circular Quay Land Bill, 461.
,, Katoomba Lighting Bill, 476.
,, Hospital Elections Bill, 479.
,, Illawarra Harbour and Land Corporation Bill, 483.
„ Vine Diseases Acts Further Continuation Bill, 501.
„ Marrickville to Burwood Road Railway Bill (No. 2), 517.
„ Metropolitan Street Improvements Bill, 524.
,, Rabbit Bill, 541.
„ Census and Industrial Returns Bill, 553.
,, Loan Bill, 555.
,, Appropriation Bill, 555.

Returning Constitution Act Amendment(Legislative Council Quorum) Bill, without amendment,151 
„ Remission of Penalties Bill, 277.

Book Purchasers’ Protection Bill, with amendments, including amendment in the 
Title, 298.

,, Australian Mutual Provident Society’s Officers’ Provident Fund Trustees Bill, 310.
,, Joadja Creek Railway Transfer Bill without amendment, 460.
„ Hayvkesbury Racecourse Bill, without amendment, 509.
,, Mulgoa Irrigation Bill vith amendments, 509.

471
1181

189

605
809
993

1271
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M
HESSAG-ES {continued) :—

From Assembly to Council (continued)
Agreeing to Amendments made in the Toronto Tramway Act Amendment Bill, 227,

Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do

Do

Willoughby and Gordon Tramway Act Amending Bill, 282. 
Tarrawingee Tramway Bill, 266.
Wentworth Irrigation Bill, 266.
St. Leonards School of Arts Enabling Bill, 314.
Blayney Municipal Council Enabling Bill, 473.
Leprosy Bill, 430.
Probate Bill, 498.
Broken Hill Water Supply Bill, 512.
Tumut School of Arts Site Sale Bill, 512.
Illawarra Harbour and Land Corporation Bill, 549. 
Katoomba Lighting Bill, 550.
Hospital Elections Bill, 550.

' Wagga Wagga Cattle Sale-yards Bill, 554.
Moore Street Improvement Bill (changed from) Metro 

politan Street Improvements Bill, 557.
Babbit Bill, 558. -

of the Assembly to be examined before a Select Committee of theGranting leave to Membei 
Council, 485.

Forwarding Eesolution providing for the filling up of any vacancy in the Australasian Federation 
Convention, 540.

From Council to Assembly :—
Transmitting Constitution Act Amendment (Legislative Council Quorum) Bill, 73.

„ Divorce Amendment and Extension Bill, 160.
„ Book Purchasers Protection Bill, 200.
„ Remission of Penalties Bill, 222.
jj Criminal Law and Evidence Amendment Bill, 235.
„ Mulgoa Irrigation Bill, 274.
„ Hawkesbury Racecourse Bill, 294.
j, Solicitors’ Right of Audience Bill, 299.

Australian Mutual Provident Society’s Officers’ Provident Fund Trustees Bill, 310.
„ Australasian Federation Resolutions, 360.
„ Joadja Creek Railway Transfer Bill, 415. '
„ Married Women’s Property Bill, 428.
„ Policies of Assurance Bill, 428. •
„ Land Company of Australasia Bill, 483.
„ Attorneys Bills of Costs and Practice of Conveyancing Act Amendment Bill, 516.

Medical Bill, 516.
Returning West Wallsend Coal Company (Limited) Bill, without amendment, 152.

,, Nyngan to Cobar Railway Bill, without amendment, 189.
„ Toronto Tramway Act Amendment Bill, with amendments, 200,
„ Goulburn Water Supply Charges Bill, without amendment, 200.
„ Wentworth Irrigation Bill, with amendments, 201.
„ Culcairn to Corowa Railway Bill, 222.
j, Kiama to Nowra Railway Bill, without amendment, 235.
„ Tarrawingee Tramway Bill, with amendments, 246.
„ Borough of Willoughby Flaming Bill, without amendment, 264.
)> Molong to Parkes and Forbes Railway Bill, without amendment, 265. 
j, Cowra Bridge Bill, without amendment, 266.
„ Willoughby and Gordon Tramway Act Amending Bill, with amendments, 2/3.
„ Entrance to the Richmond River Improvements Bill, 282. *
„ St. Leonards School of Arts Enabling Bill, with amendments, 294.
„ Board of Water Supply and Sewerage Offices Erection Bill, with amendments, 294.
}, Lismore to the Tweed Railway Bill, without amendment, 310.
„ Crown Rents Bill (No. 2), without amendment, 313.
„ Transfer of Mining Stock Stamp Duty Exemption Bill, without amendment, 320.
,, Cootamundra to Temora Railway Bill, without amendment, 320.
,, Mount Keira Tramway Acquisition Act Amendment Bill, without amendment, 325.
„ Clarence River Improvements Bill, without amendment, 321.
„ Public Vehicles Regulation Acts Amendment Bill (No. 2), without amendment, 332. 

Western Suburbs (City of Sydney) Sewerage Scheme Reticulation aud Completion 
Bill, without amendment, 332.

„ Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill, without amendment, 345.
,, Marrickville to Burwood Railway Bill, with amendments, 348.
„ Municipalities of Ryde and Hunter’s Hill Bill, without amendment, 375.
„ Leprosy Bill, with amendments, 390.
,, Milson’s Point Extension Railway Bill, without amendment, 452.
„ Board of Water Supply and Sewerage Offices Erection Bill (No. 2), without amend

ment, 452.
„ Blayney Municipal Council Enabling Bill, with an amendment, 465.
„ Berry Municipal (District Naming) Bill, without amendment, 465.
,, Wagga Wagga Cattle Sale-yards Bill, with amendments, 483.
,, . Tumut School of Arts Site Sale Bill, with amendments, 484.
„ Circular Quay Land Bill, without amendment, 489.
}> Probate Bill, with amendments, 490.

Broken Hill Water Supply Bill, with amendments, 492. 
j, Vine Diseases Acts Further Continuation Bill, without amendment, 511.
,, Hospital Elections Bill, with amendments, 516.
„ Illawarra Harbour and Land Corporation Bill, with amendments, 535.
,, Katoomba Lighting Bill, with amendments, 535.
„ Marrickville to Burwood Road Railway Bill (No. 2), without amendment, 540. ■
,, Census and Industrial Returns Bill, without amendment, 556.
„ Loan Bill, without amendment, 556.
„ Moore-street Improvement Bill (changed from) Metropolitan Street Imorovemenis 

Bill, with amendments, 556. 1
„ Rabbit Bill, with amendments, 557.
» Appropriation Bill, without amendment, B58.

Agreeing to Amendments made in the Mulgaa Irrigation Bill, o!7.
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MESSAaES {continued)
From Council to Assembly {continued):— _ __

Asking leave to examine a Member of the Assembly before a Select Committee, 4So.
Concurring in Eesolution in reference to filling vacancy in the Australasian Federation Conven

tion, 554.
Agreeing to amendments made in the Book Purchasers’ Protection Bill, including an amendment 

in the Title, 313.
METROPOLITAN MAGISTRATES ACT, 1881:—

Correspondence respecting Rules under Section 8, laid on Table, 287 ..............................................
METROPOLITAN WATER AND SEWERAGE ACTS, 1880-1889.

Amended By-laws of Board, laid on Table, 25 (2), 174..........................................................................
METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT

Proclamation defining boundarv, laid on Table, 45 .............................................................................
METROPOLITAN MUNICIPALITIES CATTLE AND SHEEP DRIVING BILL

Motion made {Mr. Hawthorne) for leave to bring in, 476 ; presented and read 1°, 479. 
METROPOLITAN STREET IMPROVEMENTS BILL {changed, to) “MOORE STREET IM

PROVEMENT BILL”:— . ,
Motion made {Sir Henry Parkes) for Committee of the Whole, 4S2 ; House in Committee, Resolu

tion agreed to, presented and read 1°, 502 ; Message from Governor, 515, read 2°, committed, 
reported with amendments Report adopted, 520; read 3°, passed and sent to Council,
524; returned with amendments, 556; amendments agreed to, 557............................................

MEYER, MR. OSCAR:—
' Motion made {Mr. Crick) for Return showing amount paid to, 99; Return to Order, laid on

Table, 115.................................................................................................... ............... ........................
Return showing statuary, &c., purchased from or through the agency of, laid on Table, 200...........

MIDDLE HARBOUR :—
Tbapfic across Spit Ferry :—

Return showing for periods of six months ending 31 December, 1889, and 30 June, 1890, laid on
Table, 188.........................................................................................................................................

MIDELTON, MR. THOMAS (See “CIVIL SERVICE”).
MIDNIGHT:—

Sittings after, 14, 41, 76, 84, 89, 100, 101, 117, 125, 138, 159, 163, 170, 183, 191, 228, 232, 236, 
247, 261, 289, 321, 334, 342, 368, 373, 382, 401, 406, 412, 419, 430, 452, 461, 466, 470, 476, 
486, 490, 502, 506, 511, 517, 526, 536, 542, 556.

MIHI AND DANGAR'CREEKS (See “BRIDGES”).
MILITARY :-

Report on Forces of the Colony for 1889, laid on Table, 129..............................................................
Cartage on Camp Equipments :—

Motion made {Mr. Molesworth) for papers in reference to contracts for, 124 : Return to Order,
laid on Table, 166 ............................................................................................................... ............

Volunteer Force Regulation Act :—
Regulations under, laid on Table, 32 ........................................................................................ ........... .

MILLER, GEORGE, MR, (See “ CIVIL SERVICE”).
MILLER, GUSTAVE THOMAS CARLISLE, ESQUIRE :—

Return of Writ for Monaro reported, sworn, 1.
MILLTHORPE (See “ROADS”).
MILSON’S POINT EXTENSION RAILWAY BILL :—

* Motion made {Mr. Bruce Smith) for Committee of the Whole, 359 ; Message from Governor, 366; 
House in Committee, resolution reported, 368 ; Resolution agreed to, Bill presented and read 

** 1°, 412 ; read 2°, committed, reported with amendments, 416; Report adopted, 419;
read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 429 ; returned without amendments, 452 ; assent reported,
467 .....................................................................................................................................................

MINERALOGY (See “MINING”).
MINING (See also “ WEST WALLSEND COAL COMPANY (LIMITED) BILL”; also “ COAL 

‘ MINES REGULATION BILL”) :—
Annual Report of the Department of Mines, for 1889, laid on Table, 18 .........................................

Claim oe John O’Brien, Tyagong Gold-pield :—
Motion made f3Ir. GreeneJ for Select Committee to inquire into, 13; Return to Order (Session 

1879-80), referred to the Select Committee, 103. .
Claims op William Tom, James Tom, and J. H. A. Lister, as the piest Discoverers op 

Gold in Australia :—
Motion made {Mr. Dalton) for Select Committee to inquire into, 269 ; leave given to make visits

and hold inquiries, 348; Report brought up, 540..........................................................................
Petition presented from William Tom, praying for leave to be heard before the Select Committee,

read by the Clerk, and prayer granted, 384 ..................................................................................
Gold Lease, Parish Ettrina, County St. Vincent :—

Motion made {Mr. Morton) for papers in reference to, 231.
Gold Leases at Cobar:— .

Return to Order {Session 1889), laid on Table, 18..................................................................................
Gold Leases at Hillgrove :— .

Motion made {Mr. Fletcher) for papers relative to Applications of D. Anderson, G. Quinnell, and' 
J. Bourke, 115.

Motion made {Mr. Fletcher) for papers relative to Applications of Stevenson, Moore, and others,
ns.

Motion made {Mr. Fletcher) for papers relative to Applications of Thomas E. Mills, 116.
Motion made {Mr. Fletcher) for papers relative to Application of J. C. Hogan, 116.

Linwood Colliery: —
Motion made {Mr. Burns) for Reports in reference to subsidence at, 52; Return to Order, laid on

Table, 72.................................................................................................................................................
Mineral Application by Mr. J. F. O’Donohue :—

Return to Order {Second Session 1889), laid on Table (not printed), 32.
Peak Hill Gold-pield :—

Report of Mr. Geological-Surveyor David, laid on Table, 147..............................................................
Validated Conditional Purchases :—

Motion made (Mr. Wall) for a return respecting, 181; Return tg Order, laid on Table, 181 ......
Appointment op Lecturers on Mineralogy :—

Motion made (Mr O'Sullican) in favour of, 211,
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MINING- STOCK (See “TRANSFER OF MININO STOCK STAMP DUTY EXEMPTION BILL”). 
MINISTERIAL ELECTION BILL

Motion made (Mr, Hurley) for leave tc bring in, 13 ; presented and read 1°, 17 ; Order of the Day 
postponed, 134, 226, 414, 471, 472.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT:—
Made by Sir Henry Parkes, 328, 373, 465.
Adjournment moved to call attention to, 373.

MINT (See “SYDNEY BRANCH ROYAL MINT”). .
MITCHELL, JOSEPH, ESQUIRE, M.P.

Leave of absence granted to, 83.
MOLESWORTH-STREET, LISMORE

Motion made (Mr. liming) for Papers in reference to Resumption, 103: Return to Order, laid on 
Table, 210......................................................................

MOLLER, AUGUST (See “CROWN LANDS”). ............................................
MOLONG (See “ RAILWAYS; ” also “ CROWN LANDS”).
MOLONG TO PARKES AND FORBES RAILWAY BILL

Motion made (Mr. Hruce Smith) for Committee of the Whole, 141; Message from Lieutenant- 
Governor, 153; Point of Order as to whether it was competent for the Lieutenant-Governor to 
act in the matter, not having been sworn in, overuled by Mr. Speaker, 154; Order of the 
Day postponed, 162 ; House in Committee, resolution agreed to, Bill presented and read 1°, 
167; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, 189; read 3°, passed,
and sent to Council, 201; returned without amendment, 265; Assent reported, 268...............

MONARO (See “ ELECTORAL”).
MONEY ORDER OFFICE

Report of the Public Service Inquiry Commission on, laid on Table, 430..........................................
MOORE PARK:— .

Notices of dedication and appointment of Trustees, laid on Table, 146 ..............................................
MOORE-STREET IMPROVEMENT BILL (CHANGED FROM METROPOLITAN-STREET 

IMPROVEMENTS BILL) (See “ METROPOLITAN-STREET IMPROVEMENTS 
BILL”). '

MOORE-STREET PROPOSED WIDENING:—
Petition presented for public meeting of Citizens of Sydney, in favour of, 385..................................

MOREE (Sec “CROWN LANDS”). v .
MORPETH (See “ BRIDGES”). . >
MORTGAGEES (See “POWER OF MORTGAGEES OF CHATTELS RESTRICTION BILL.”) 
MORTGAGES ACT AMENDMENT BILL:— '

Motion made (Mr. Alfred Allen) for leave to bring in, 12; presented and read 1°, 18; read 2 , 
committed, reported with an amendment, report adopted, 104 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 116. it,, . b >

MOSS VALE (See “ RAILWAYS”).
MOTIONS:—■

Rescinded, 151.
House counted out on Member proceeding to move, 121, 178.

MOUNT KEIRA TRAMWAY ACQUISITION ACT AMENDMENT BILL :—
Motion made (Mr. McMillan) for Committee of the Whole, 207; House in Committee, resolution 

agreed to. Bill presented and read 1°, 217-8; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, 
report adopted, 277; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 281; returned without amend
ment, 325 ; Assent reported, 339.

MOUNT RENNIE CRIME :— .
Impeisonment op Cabman Sweetman :—

Motion made (Mr. Crick) for papers in connection with, 162; Return to Address, laid on Table 
(not printed), 380.

MUDGEE (See also “ RAILWAYS”) :—
Town Common:—

Motion made (Mr. Vail) for papers relating to sale of, 19; Return to Order, laid on Table (not 
printed), 32. V

MULGOA IRRIGATION BILL:—
Received from Legislative Council and on motion (Mr. jDibb.t) read 1°, 274 ; Order of the Day 

postponed, 410, 428, 464; motion made (Mr. Dibbs) for 2°, and amendment moved (Mr. 
Dlumb) to refer to a Select Committee, and amendment negatived; read 2°; committed, 
reported with amendments, report adopted, 5C5-6; read 3°, passed and returned to Council, 

^ 509 ; amendments agreed to by Council, 517 ; assent reported, 554.
Petition presented from Inhabitants of Town and District of Penrith, in favour of, and read by

the Clerk, 461 ....................................................................................... ’.................... .................... . .
MUNICIPAL (See also “BY-LAWS”; also “BLAYNEY MUNICIPAL COUNCIL ENABLING 

BILL”). .
COEPOEATION OP THE ClTY OP SYDNEY :—

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for 1889, laid on Table, 32 ..................................................
Special Gbants to Municipalities :—

Motion made (Mr. Joseph Abbott) for Committee of the Whole to consider a further additional 
grant of five shillings in the pound, 385; Order of the Day postponed, 418; House in 
Committee, Resolution agreed to, 457. .

MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF BROUGHTON CREEK AND BOMADERRY NAMING BILL 
(See “ BERRY MUNICIPAL DISTRICT NAMING BILL”) :—

MUNICIPALITIES OF RYDE AND HUNTER’S HILL BILL :—
Petition presented (Mr. Frank Farnell) for leave to proceed with under tbe 65th Standing Order, 

presented and read 1°, 24; Order of the Day postponed, 88; read 2°, committed, reported 
with amendments, Report adopted, 317; read 3°, passed and sent to Council, 319; returned 
without amendment, 375; assent reported, 399.

MURDOCH, D. (See “POSTAL”). .
MURWILLUMBAH FERRY:—

Motion made ((Mr. Timing} for papers in connection with, 435.
MUSEUM (See “AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM”).

936—C
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NAMOI, THE (See t; ELECTOEAL”).
NAEEABEI (See “EOADS”).
NATIONAL AET GALLEEY

Eeport of, for 1889, laid on Table, 79.....................................................................................................
NAUTICAL SCHOOL-SHIP “YEENON”:—

Adjournment moved to call attention to pamphlet making charges against the management of, 175.
Annual Eeport for year ending 30 April, 1890, laid on Table, 260...... ..............................................

Aeticle in Haiet Teleqbaph Newspaper :—
Motion made (Mr. Copeland) that article headed “ The ‘Yernon’ Boys ” was a breach of privilege, 

177. - .
Chabges made by Messes. Bbagg and Aedild :—

Minute by the Minister for Public Instruction after inquiry into, laid on Table and motion made 
(Mr. Carrnthers) that document be printed, and amendment moved to omit names of boys 
from the evidence and withdrawn ; amendment moved to omit evidence, carried; motion as
amended agreed to, 235.....................................................................................................................

NAVAL EOECES OP THE COLONY: —
Eeport for 1889, laid on Table, 32 .........................................................................................................

NAVY (See “IMPEEIAL NAVY”)
NAVY, IMPEEIAL

Information respecting Committals to Darlinghurst Gaol of Men belonging to, 87..........................
NECEOPOLIS (ADDITIONAL AEEAS) BILL

Motion made (Mr. G-ould) for leave to bring in, 208; presented and read 1°, 216.
NEILD, ME. JOHN CASH.

Petition presented from, in reference to his appointment as Executive Commissioner at Adelaide 
Exhibition, and the disbursement of certain moneys; also calling attention to Notice of
Motion of Mr. J. P. Abbott, and asking leave to appear before Select Committee, 45................

Adelaide Jubilee International Exhibition :—
Motion made (Mr. (Fletcher) for Select Committee to inquire into representation of Colony at, 

and expenditure of Public Money in connection therewith, 353 ; Eeport brought up, 520 ;
. adopted, 540.........................................................................................................................................
Petition presented from, praving to be heard before the Select Committee, and prayer granted, 414. 

NET-EISHING IN POET HACKING PEOHIBITION ACT
Petition presented from certain Licensed Fishermen praying for repeal of, 317 ..............................

NET-EISHING IN PORT HACKING PEOHIBITION ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Motion made (3fr. JFraKl: AhrreeW) for leave to bring in, 18; presented and read 1°, 25 ; Order 

of the Day postponed, 79, 316, 324, 385, 405, 441; on Order of the Day being read 
Mr. Speaker ruled that Bill was beyond the Order of leave; Order discharged and Bill 
withdrawn, 521. .

NET-EISHING
Eeturn respecting Tidal Waters closed against, laid on Table, 534............................................. ........

NEW GUINEA (See “ BRITISH NEW GUINEA”).
NEWBEEY, Me. WILLIAM (See “EDUCATION”).
NEWCASTLE (See “TEAMWAYS”; also “CITY OE NEWCASTLE GAS AND COKE COM

PANY’S ELECTRIC AND OTHEE LIGHT BILL”; also “ SOUTHERN BREAKWATER,
' NEWCASTLE”; also “BOROUGH OE NEWCASTLE ELECTEIC LIGHTING BILL” ; 

also “BOEOUGH OF NEWCASTLE ELECTEIC LIGHTING BILL (No. 2)”). 
NEWCASTLE PASTURAGE RESERVE

Motion made (Mr. Melville) for papers in connection with grant to the Primitive Methodist
■ Connection at Adamstown, 428 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 464 ......................................

NEWCASTLE PAVING AND PUBLIC VEHICLES REGULATION ACT (See “ BY-LAWS”). 
NEWCASTLE SAND-DRIPT EECLAMATION AMENDMENT BILL .

Motion made (Mr. Sydney Smith) for Committee of the Whole, 490; Message from Governor,
497 ; House in Committee, resolution agreed to, 498 ...................................................................

NEW ENGLAND (See “ RAILWAYS”).
NEWINGTON (See “ASYLUMS”).
NEW POSTAL PILLARS (See “POSTAL”).
NEWSPAPER AETICLE (See “PRIVILEGE ”).
NEWTOWN (See “ RAILWAYS ”).
NO QUORUM:—

In House before commencement of Business, 559.
In House after the commencement of Business, 104, 121, 134, 178, 195, 211, 253, 329, 312, 315, 

349, 353, 449, 458, 486, 499, 521, 530.
Reported from Committee of the Whole, 104.
Reported from Committee of Supply, 486.
In House on Member proceeding to move Motion, 121.

NO TELLERS:—
In Division, 313, 357(4), 358(4), 407, 554.

NORTH COAST (See “RAILWAYS”).
NORTH-SHORE (See “WATER SUPPLY”; also “ RAILWAYS” ; also “ BRIDGES ”). 
NORTHERN DISTRICTS (See also “RAILWAY”) :—

Particulars respecting Police, laid on Table, 216.....................................................................................
NOTIFICATIONS (See “ RESUMPTION OP LANDS ”; also “REGULATIONS”; also “WATER 

SUPPLY”; also “SEWERAGE”; also “CROWN LANDS”).
NOWRA (See “RAILWAYS”; also “DRAINAGE”).
NUISANCES PREVENTION ACT (See “BY-LAWS’). •
NYNGAN (See “RAILWAYS”).
NYNGAN TO COBAR RAILWAY BILL :—

Motion made (Mr. (Bruce Smith) for Committee of the Whole, 136; Message from Lieutenant- 
Governor, 153 ; House in Committee, resolution agreed to. Bill presented and read 1°, 155 ; 
Order of the Day postponed, 163; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report 
adopted, 169; read 3°, passed and sent to Council, 174 ; returned without amendment, 189 ; 
Assent reported, 200 ..........................................................................................................................

7

7

7

2

2

8

8
8

4
i

4

7

6

999

259

265

213

227

127

73
129

1031

: oo

795

637

203



INDEX. fcxxv

EErBBENOES TO THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS, V01. I—14TH PAEMAMENT—SESSION 1890. | PAPEES.

0 .

OATH OS' ALLEGIANCE
Speaker’s Commission to Administer, 388.

OBERON (See “ROADS”).
O’BRIEN, ANNIE NASH (See “ CROWN LANDS”).
O’BRIEN, JOHN (See “ MINING”).
O’CONNOR, THE HONORABLE DANIEL

Return showing appointments made in Postal and Telegraph Departments during enure of office
as Postmaster-General, laid on Table, 231 ......................................................................

O’DONOHUE, MR. J. F. (See “ MINING”).
OFFICIAL ASSIGNEES (See “BANKRUPTCY ACT”).
OLD LOANS ACCOUNT (See “ FINANCE ”).
OPENING OF THE SESSION

Proclamation read by the Clerk, 1.
Governor’s Opening Speech, 2, 14.

ORANGE (See also “ WATER SUPPLY”)
Hospital :— •

Motion made (Mr. Walker) for papers in reference to inquiry into management of, 52; Return
to Order, laid on Table, 379..............................................................................................................

Motion (Mr. Walker) for Select Committee being proceeded with. House counted out, 178.
Motion made (Mr. Walker) for Select Committee to inquire into management of, 385; leave 

given to make visits of inspection to Orange Hospital, 392, 443 ; leave given to make Special
Report, 552; Special Report brought up, 553 ..............................................................................

Petition presented from Town and District for a Select Committee to enquire into Dr. Goode’s
charges, 179 .................................................................................................. ... . . ,

ORDER OF JUDGES (See “ PAYMENT OF MONEY UNDER ORDERS OF JUDGES FACI
LITATION BILL”).

ORDERS AND ADDRESSES
Alphabetical Registers of, ........................................

ORDERS OF THE DAY..........................................................
Discharged, 133, 208, 288 (2), 341, 423, 461, 521 (2), 524, 534, 553 (3).
Of Government Business postponed in a bunch, 143, 266, 282, 314, 416, 512, 549.
Restored to Paper, 246. . *
General Business, precedence of, over Notices of Motions on Wednesdays and Thursdays, 253. 
General Business takes precedence on Fridays, after. 6 o’clock, 411.
Of General Business postponed till after subsequent Order, 423, 471, 504, 550, 553. 
Government intercepted by General Business being called on at 6 o’clock, 419.

• General intercepted by Government Business being called on at half-past Six o’clock, 555.
ORDNANCE LAND TRANSFER BILL

Presented and read 1° pro forma, 2.
OURIMBAH CREBK (See “RAILWAYS”).
OXLEY ISLAND (Bee “WHARF ACCOMMODATION”).
OYSTER FISHERIES (See “ FISHERIES AND OYSTER FISHERIES ACTS FURTHER 

AMENDMENT BILL”). _

VOL. I? AGE.

2 359

7 313

7 309

7 331

1 ■ 727

P

PARKES, THE HON. SIR HENRY, G.C.M.G., M.P.:—
Makes Ministerial Statement, 328, 373, 465.
Adjournment moved in reference to Ministerial Statement made by, 373.
Letter from the Principal Under Secretary, to Mr. Dibbs, enclosing an extract from a private 

letter from Major-General Edwards, laid on Table, 58 ..............................................................
Mr. Speaker informed the House that the head of the Government would resume his duties on 

27 August, and asked the House to -concur in the departure from ordinary rules for that 
purpose, 267. .

PARKES (See “RAILWAYS”).
PARKS

Claeehce Town Public .
Notification of resumption of land under the Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, laid on

Table, 18............................................................................................ ................................. ..............
Public, Balmain :— .........................................................

Notification of resumption of land for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, laid on Table, 18......
PARLIAMENTH

Opening of Session, 1.
Proclamation proroguing Council and Assembly ............. .....................................................................

Chaeges oe Beibeev in connection with the passing oe the Beoken Hill Watee Supply 
Bill:—

Motion made (Mr. Waddell) for Royal Commission to inquire into. Point of Order:—That 
motion was substantially the same as an amendment moved the previous night, and could not 
be put; Speaker ruled motion out of order, 529.

Adjournment of the House moved, to show the urgent necessity of the Government investigating, 

PARLIAMENTARY REFRESHMENT ROOM:—
Petition presented from New South Wales Local Option League to against Bar of, and to prohibit 

the Supply of Intoxicating Liquor within the Parliamentary Buildings; motion made (Mr. 
Alfred Allen) that Petition be received and negatived. 469.

PARLIAMENTARY SESSIONS BILL:—
Motion made (Mr. Copeland) for leave to bring in, presented and read 1°, 1815 Order of the Day 

postponed, 269; motion made for 2°, and debate adjourned, 342: Order of the Day post
poned, 464, 501.

PARLIAMENTARY" STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS: —
General Report, together with Minutes of Proceedings, laid on Table, 25...........................................
Further Returns respecting payments to, laid on Table, 39,129...................................................... .
Motion made (Mr. Waddell) for correspondence in reference to reporting proceedings of, 489.
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS [continued)
Appointment of Member :—

Motion made [Mir. Bruce SmitK) to appoint James Inglis, Esquire, and amendment proposed 
[Mr. Frank Farnell) to substitute the name of William MeCourt. Point of Order.—As to 
whether amendment was in order, and whether a ballot could be demanded. Mr. Speaker 
ruled the amendment in order, and against the demand for a ballot, amendment carried, 181-2. 

Motion made [Mr. Bruce Smith) to appoint James Patrick Garvan, Esquire, and amendment 
proposed (Mr. Frank Smith) to substitute the name of Robert Barbour ; amendment nega
tived, motion carried, 415.

CoBAR TO COCKBTTHN RAILWAY
Motion made (Mr. Bruce SmilJ) to refer, 555.

College for Training Teachers of Public Schools :—
Motion made (Mr. Carruthers) to refer the matter of the erection of, 456.

Glen Innes to Invehell Railway :—
Motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith) to refer, 555.

Hospital Buildings, Macquarie-street :—
Motion made (Sir Henry Barkes) to refer the original plans and estimates, and those on a reduced 

scale, amendment moved that Committee report forthwith, amendment and motion carried, 
485-6.

Hospital foe the Insane upon the Kenmoee Estate, near Goulburn :—
Motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith) that motion (Session 1889) to refer to, be rescinded, 151. 

Improvements to the Entrance of the Richmond River (See also “ Entrance to the Rich
mond River Improvements Bill”) :—

Motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith) that work be carried out, 40.
Iron Bridge at Cowra (See also “ Cowra Bridge Bill.”)

Report together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plans, laid on Table, 87 ; motion
made (Mr. Bruce Smith) that work be carried out, 141 ...........................................................................

Kiama to Nowra Railway :—
Motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith) to refer matter of extension of, into the town of Nowra, 555. 

Proposed Improvements to the Entrance of the Clarence River (See also “ Entrance to 
Clarence River Improvements Bill”) :—

Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plan, laid on Table, 25 ; motion
made (Mr. Bruce Smith) that work be carried out, 124 ......................................................................

Proposed Railway from Grafton to the Tweed .(See also “Grafton to the Tweed 
Railway Bill ”) :—•

Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plans, laid on Table, 25 ; motion
made (Mr. Bruce Smith) that work be carried out, 125 .......................................................................

Proposed Breakwater, Byron Bay (See also “ Byron Bay Breakwater Bill) :—
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plan, laid on Table, 25; motion

made (Mr. Bruce Smith) that work he carried out, 130 .......................................................................
Proposed Railway from Nyngan to Cobar (See also “Nyngan to Cobar Railway Bill.”) 

Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plans, laid on Table, 25; motion
made (Mr. Bruce Smith) that work be carried out, 116 ...........................................................................

Proposed Railway from Marrickville to the Burwood Road (See also “ Marrickville to 
Burwood Road, Railway Bill.”) .
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plans, laid on Table, 25; motion

made (Mr. Bruce Smith) that work be carried out, 117 ...........................................................................
Proposed Extension of Sydney Water Supply to Southern Suburbs—Hurstville and 

Rockdale :—
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence and Plan, laid on Table, 25 ................................................

Proposed Dredge and Plant for Sydney Harbour :—
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence and Appendix, laid on Table, 25 .......................................

Proposed Reticulation of the Western Suburbs Drainage Scheme (See also “ Western 
Suburbs (City of Sydney) Sewerage Scheme Reticulation and Completion Bill.”) 
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, laid on Table, 25 ; motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith)

that work be carried out, 124 ...........................................................................................................................
Proposed Bridge over the Hunter River at Jerry’s Plains :—

Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plan, laid on Table, 25..........................
Proposed Offices for Board of Water Supply and Sewerage (See also " Board of Water 

Supply and^Sewerage Offices Erection Bill.”)
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plans, laid on Table, 25; motion

made (Mr. Bruce Smith) that work be carried out, 124 ...........................................................................
Proposed Bridge over Tarban Creek, Parramatta River :—

Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plans, laid on Table, 25 .....................
Proposed Railway from Moss Tale to Robertson :—

Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plans, laid on Table, 25 .....................
Proposed Railway from Kiama to Nowra (See also “Kiama to Nowra Railway Bill”). 

Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plans, laid on Table, 25 ; motion
made (Mr. Bruce Smith) that work be carried out, 116 ...........................................................................

Proposed Railway from Cootamundra to Temora (See also “ Cootamundra to Temora 
Railway Bill”).
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plans, laid on Table, 32; motion

made (Mr. Bruce Smith) that work be carried out, 110 ............................................................................
Proposed Bridge to connect Bullock Island with the Mainland at Newcastle :—

Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plans, laid on Table, 32 .....................
Proposed Railway from Mudgee to Gulgong :—

Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plans, laid on Table, 68 .....................
Railway from Byrock to Beewarrina :—

Motion made (Mr. Waddell) in favour of line, and amendment moved to refer to, and negatived, 
405.

Railway from Culcairn to Corowa (See also “Culcairn to Corowa Railway Bill”).
Motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith) l.liat work be carried out, 40.

Railway from Goulburn to Crookwell (See also “ Goulburn to Crookwell Railway Bill.”)
Motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith) that work be carried out, 40.

Railway from Molong to Parkes and Forbes (See also “ Molong to Parses and Forbes 
Railway Bill”; also “ Railways”). .
Report together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plan, laid on Table, 87 ; motion 

made (Mr. Bruce Smith) that work be carried out ; amendment moved (Mr. Wright) to 
re-submit to Committee on Public Works, negatived; motion put and passed, 137-8.....................
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDINGS ON PUBLIC WORKS (continued)
Railway to connect North Shore Railway with Poet Jackson, at Milson’s Point :—

Motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith) to remit to, 40-1 ; Second Report brought up, 273 ; motion made
(Mr. Bruce Smith) that work be carried out, 311...... •>..................................................................

Rital Routes of Railway from Towns to Existing Railways :—
Motion made (Mr. Waddell) to submit, where trial surveys have been made, and necatived 147 

PARRAMATTA (See “ASYLUMS”).
PARRAMATTA ROAD

Notification for resumption of land under the Public Works Act, at University Cutting for
improvement of, laid on Table, 324 ..............................................

PARTY PROCESSIONS ACT REPEAL BILL:— ..........................
Motion made (Mr. William Stephen) for leave to bring in, presented, and read 1°, 13 ; read 2°, 

committed, reported, report adopted, 76 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 70. 
PASTORAL HOLDINGS (See “ CROWN LANDS”).
PAUPERS (See “SICK PAUPERS”). .
PAYMENT OF MONEY UNDER ORDERS OF JUDGES FACILITATION BILL

Motion made (Mr. Vivian) for leave to bring in, 257 ; presented and read 1°, 268; Order of the 
Day postponed, 295, 299, 422.

PEAK HILL GOLD-FIELD
Report of Mr. Geological-Surveyor David on, laid on Table, 147 ......................................................
Motion made (Dr. Moss) for papers in reference to roads to, 167.

PEDLEKS (See “HAWKERS ON RIVERS BILL”).
PENSION FUND (See “RAILWAY EMPLOYEES’ PROVIDENT AND PENSION FUNE 

BILL”),
PENSIONS (See “CIVIL SERVICE ACT, 1884”).
PERMANENT AND TEMPORARY COMMONS

Return to Order (Session, 1889), laid on Table, 32 ...............
PERSONAL EXPLANATION .........................................................

Mr. Bruce Smith proceeded to make an explanation, and objection being taken, motion made (Mr. 
Copeland) That the Honorable Member be heard, and withdrawn, explanation continued and 
concluded, 327.

Mr. A. G. Taylor proceeding to make, repeated language which had been ruled out of order, and 
was ordered by Mr. Speaker to discontinue his speech, 399.

PETERS, J. (See “ CROWN LANDS”).
PETERSHAM

Public Recreation :—
Notification of resumption of land under the Public Works Act, 18 ...............

PETITIONS.............................
Printing of, Sessional Order passed, 12.
To be heard in person or by Counsel before Select Committee, 24, 39, 87 (-) 124, 367, 414.
Read by the Clerk, 25, 124, 325, 384, 399, 415, 461, 489, 497.
Petitions presented from Sydney Typewriting Association in favour of legalising typewritino

for, 490............................................................................................................................... '
Weekly Abstract of, Nos. 1 to 34.................................... , ............

PILOTAGE RATES.— ............. ..............................................
Motion made (Mr. Molesworth) for reduction of, at Sydney and Newcastle, 385.

PITT-STREET FIRE
Motion made (Mr. Lees) for Depositions of Coronial Inquiry on, 434; Return to Order laid on

Table, 535 ......................................................................... _ ( ’
PITT AND BRIDGE STREETS (See “LAND CORNER OF i?iTT AND BRIDGE STREETS”) 
PLURAL VOTE (See “ELECTORAL ACT (PLURAL VOTK ABOLITION) AMENDMENT 

■ BILL”).
POINTS OF ORDER:—

Arising in the House, 104,125, 154, 181, 208 (s), 227, 247, 265 (2), 272, 288, 337, 423, 431, 436 
461, 465, 511, 524, 529. ....

Reported from Committee of Supply, 517 (2).
POLICE:—

Report of Inspector-General for 1889, laid on Table, 32 .....................................................................
Report of Inspector-General, on occurrences coming specially under the notice of the Police

during the late Strike, laid on Table, 502 .......................... .............................................
Northern District:— ......................................

Particulars respecting, laid on Table, 216 ........................................................................... ..........
William Stafford, Ex-mounted Sergeant:— ............

Petition from presented, praying the House to immediately grant the inquiry into his case, 210. 
Motion made (Mr. Sawthorne) for Select Committee to inquire into case of, 211.
Petition in reference to his dismissal from the Police Force, laid on Table, 121 .........................

Officers in Civil Service employed as Special Constables :—
Information respecting, laid on Table, 464...... . .

POLICIES OF ASSURANCE BILL:— ...............................................
Received from the Legislative Council, and on motion (Mr. Frank Farnell) read l0, 428 ; Ordei 

of the Day postponed, 505. ’
PORT HACKING (See “ NET-FISHING IN PORT HACKING PROHIBITION ACT AMEND.

MENT BILL”; also “NET-FISHING IN PORT HACKING PROHIBITION ACT”1 PORTLAND-PLACE (See “TRAMWAYS”). h
POST OFFICE (See “GENERAL POST OFFICE”).
POSTAGE ACTS AMENDMENT BILL:—

Motion made (Mr. O’Connor) for Committee of the Whole, 166; Message from the Governor,
167; House in Committee, resolution agreed to. Bill presented, and read 1°, 217 ...... !......... ’

Petition presented from Committee appointed at a Conference of Provincial Newspaper' Pro
prietors held in Sydney against, 280 ......................POSTAL:- J ^ s 1 ...................................................... ...........

Report of the Postmaster-General for 1889, laid on Table, 141 ..........................................................
Adjournment of the House moved to call attention to administration of Department, 152 "

And Telegraph Conference :— r .
Report and Proceedings of, held in Adelaide, May, 1890, laid on Table, 180......................

And Telegraph Office, Picton :— ......................
Notification of Resumption under the Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act for laid on 

Table, 410 .............................................................................................
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POSTAL—continued.
Complaints against Krambach Postmaster and his Wipe :—

Motion made (Mr. Vivian) for Papers in reference to, 371; Keturn to Order, laid on Table (not 
printed), 510 ..................................................................................................................................... .

CONTEYANCE OP MAILS TO AND PROM GENERAL POST OpPICE, SYDNEY : —
Motion made (Mr. William Stephen) for Select Committee, 441-2 ; Report brought up, 553 ......

General Post Oppice, Money Order Oeeice, and the Electric Telegraph Department :—
Report of Public Service Inquiry Commission upon, laid on Table, 430 ..........................................

Mail Contract between Sydney and San Francisco via Auckland and Honolulu :—
Further correspondence respecting, laid on Table, 18, 502 ...................................................................
Renewal by the New Zealand Government of, from November, 1890, to November, 1891, 502......

Mail Subsidies :—
Particulars of contracts with lines of steamers and sailing vessels, laid on Table, 147 .'.....................

West Maitland Office:—
Notification of resumption of land under Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, For enlarge

ment of, laid on Table, 390 .............................................................................................................
New Postal Pillars :— ' ’

Motion made (Mr. Molesworth) for papers relating to contract for, 433; Return to Order laid
on Table, 502 ............................. .................................................................... ...................................

Adjournment moved (Mr. Lyne) to call attention to unsafe state of, 498.
Charges against Mail-Guard D. Murdoch:—

Motion made (Mr. Lowell) for papers in reference to, 552.
POST-OFFICE CARVINGS :—

Motion made (Mr. Sawkeh) against removal of, 529.
POSTPONEMENTS :—

Government Orders of. tbe Day Postponed in a bunch, 143, 266, 282, 314, 416.
Business postponed until after Notice on Business Paper, 395.
Government Business postponed in bunch, 400.
General Orders postponed until after subsequent Order, 423, 471, 550, 553.

POWER OF MORTGAGEES OF CHATTELS RESTRICTION BILL :—
Motion made (Mr. Levieri) for leave to bring in, presented, and read 1°, 299.

PRACTITIONERS (See “ LEGAL PRACTITIONERS BILL”).
PRAYER:—

Motion made (Mr. Turner) to open business with, upon each sitting day, and negatived, 147-8. 
PRECEDENCE OF BUSINESS (See “BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE”).
PREVIOUS QUESTION :— '

Motion made for and negatived, 89.
PRICE, MR. E. B. (See “RAILWAYS”).
PRINCE ALFRED HOSPITAL (See “ HOSPITALS”).
PRISONERS:—

Return showing cost of maintenance of during 1889, laid on Table, 380 ..........................................
PRISONERS AND CRIMINAL LUNATICS (See “DESPATCHES”).
PRISONS :—

Report on, for 1889, laid on Table, 52......................................... ......................................................... .
PRIVATE BILL (See also “BILLS”):—

Referred back to Select Committee, 436.
PRIVILEGE :—

Seat of Honorable Sydney Smith, Secretary for Mines :—
Motion made (Mr. Crick) to refer to Elections and Qualifications Committee, 27.

Newspaper Article :—■
Motion made (Mr. Copeland) that article in the Laily Telegraph headed “The Vernon Boys” is a 

breach of privilege, 177.
Mr. Hurley called attention to article in the Maitland Mercwry, and stated his intention to move 

a motion of Privilege thereon; article read by the Clerk, and Mr. Hurley not being present 
to make the motion of Privilege Mr. Dibbs moved a motion censuring the Honorable Member, 
352.

Newspaper Article :—
Motion made (Mr. Traill) that House do to-morrow proceed to inquire into statement that bribes 

had been offered to and asked for by Members of Parliament, and that the editor of Truth be 
summoned to give evidence at Bar, 291-2; Order of the Day read and Question put, that House 
proceed to the consideration of the statements referred to, and agreed to—Speaker informed 
House of issue of summons to editor of Truth, and motion made (Mr. Traill) that the editor ol 
Truth be now examined at the Bar and agreed to—Mr. Adolphus George Taylor conducted to 
Bar, sworn by the Clerk, and examined—Witness withdrew, and on motion of Mr. Bruce Smith 
was discharged from further attendance— Order of the Day discharged, 299.

The Hon. J. H. Young:—
Mr. Dibbs referring to certain correspondence in reference to alleged Bankruptcy of Mr. Speaker, 

drew the attention of the House to section 26 of the Constitution Act and section 4 of the 
Bankruptcy Act under which he considered Mr. Speaker’s seat was vacated. Sir Henry Parkes 
having stated that, in the opinion of the Attorney-General, Mr. Young had not become a 
bankrupt within the meaning of the 26th section of the Constitution Act, Mr. Dibbs laid
the correspondence on the Table, 375..............................................................................................

Motion made (Mr. Crick) that seat be referred to the Committee of Elections and Qualifications 
and negatived, 380.

Charges against Members of Parliament :—
Motion made (Sir Henry Parkes), instructing Mr. Speaker to require Mr. Crick to state whether 

he had, at Lambton, denounced the Parliament as being “ rotten and corrupt.” Point oi 
Order : That the matter not suddenly arising was not one of privilege, overruled ; amend
ment proposed (Mr. Crick) for appointment of Royal Commission to inquire into charges of 
corruption and bribery in reference to tbe Broken Hill Water Supply Bill; amendment 
negatived; original motion passed. Mr. Crick denied having used the specific language as 
quoted in the resolution, 524, 525.

PROBATE BILL :—
Motion made (Mr. G-ould) for Committee of the Whole, 58 ; Message from Governor, 68; House 

in Committee, Resolution agreed to, Bill presented and read 1°, 142; read 2°, committed, 170; 
House in Committee, 208 ; reported with amendments, report adopted, 314 ; read 3°, passed, 
and sent to Council, 316; returned with amendments, 490; amendments agreed to, 498 ; assenji
reported, 527 ...................................................................................................................................... '

PROBATE OF WILLS (See “ GRANTING OF PROBATE OF WILLS AND LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION FACILITATION BILL”). ‘

7
2

7
7
7

7

7

7

7

3

529

281

553
563

571

607

573

649

649

799

863



INDEX. xxxix

EBEEBEKCES TO THE VOTES AND MOCEEDINGS, VOL. I—14TH PABLIAMEHT—SESSION 1890. PAPEBS.

VOL. PAGE.

P
I’BOCESSIONS (See “PARTY PROCESSIONS ACT REPEAL BILL”).
PROCLAMATIONS

Defining boundaries of the Campbelltown Water District, laid on Table, 45......................................
Defining boundaries of the Liverpool Water District, laid on Table, 45......................................... .
Defining the boundaries of the Metropolitan Water District, laid on Table, 45 ...............................

' On Opening Parliament, 1.
Proroguing Council and Assembly ..........................................................................................................
Vesting in tbe Board of Water Supply and Sewerage certain Sewerage Works, laid on Table, 45... 

PUBLIC BUSINESS
Adjournment moved to call attention to state of, and negatived,. 108. ■
Adjournment moved to call attention to the unsatisfactory state of, 336.

PUBLIC HEALTH:—
■ Motion made (Mr. Vivian) for report upon Mortality in the Metropolitan and Urban Districts 

from preventable diseases, and the remedy for same, and withdrawn, 147.
Report of Board of Health on the deposits of Garbage in the borough of Redfern on a site for

building purposes, laid on Table, 379 ..............................................................................................
Appointment op Db. C. Lepebvanche as Government Medical Oppicee at Nareabri :— 

Motion made (Mr. J. P. Abbott) for papers in reference to, 320; Return to Order, laid on Table,
366 ......................................................................................................................................................

Influenza Epidemic :— '
Report of the Chief Medical Inspector for 1890, laid on Table, 534..................................................

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION (See “EDUCATION”).
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION ACT OF 1880‘

Regulations under, laid on Table, 17 ......................................................................................................
PUBLIC OFFICES '

Notification of resumption, under the Land for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, of land in City
of Sydney, laid on Table, 273 ..............................................................................................................

Land, Phillip-street, Sydney:—
Notification of resumption under the Land for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, laid on Table, 18 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS (See “EDUCATION.”)
PUBLIC SERVICE INQUIRY COMMISSION (See “CIVIL SERVICE ”).
PUBLIC TOLLS (See “TOLLS”).
PUBLIC VEHICLES REGULATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL :—

Motion made (Mr. Slattery) for leave to bring in, presented, and read 1°, 208.
PUBLIC VEHICLES REGULATION ACTS AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2) :—

Motion made (Mr. BurdeMn) for leave to bring in, presented, and read 1°, 216; read 2°, committed, 
reported with amendments, Report adopted, 317; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 320; 
returned without amendment, 332; assent reported, 352. ’

PUBLIC WATERING-PLACES ACT, 1884 :—
Amended Regulations under, laid on Table, 25 ..................................................................

PUBLIC WORKS (See “PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
WORKS.”) ‘

PUBLIC WORKS ACT OF 1888 :—
Notification of Resumption under, laid on Table :—

Public Recreation, Petersham, 18..............................................................................................................
Addition, Railway Works and Conveniences at Newtown, 358..............................................................
Additional Siding Accommodation at Como, 188 ..................................................................................
Construction of an Approach Road to Meadow Bank Railway Platform, 390..................................
Construction of a Line of Tramway from Ashfield Railway Station to Portland Place, 390..........
Improvement of the Parramatta Road at University Cutting, 324......................................................
Reclamation of certain low-lying mud-flats in the vicinity of Long Cove, 358 ..................................
Tramway from Castlereagh-street to the Randwick Road, 324..............................................................
Tramway from Leichhardt to Five Dock, 257..........................................................................................
Widening Line of Railway from Sydney to Eveleigh, 358 ................................

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT:— ..........................
Annual Statement of works carried out by Department during 1889, laid on Table, 257...............

PUBLIC WORKS PROPOSALS :—
Bridges at Morpeth and Hinton:—

Report by Examiners on, laid on Table, 465 ; Evidence laid on Table, 469 ......................................
Improvements op the Brunswick; River :—

Report of E. B. Price, Temporary Examiner on, laid on Table, 465 ................. ............................
Branch Railway to Ballina :— ' '

Report by Mr. E. B. Price, Temporary Examiner on, in connection with the Lismore to the Tweed
Line, 485 .....................................................................................................................................

Galong to Burrowa Railway:— -
Report by Mr. P. Scarr, Temporary Examiner of Public Works proposals, laid on Table, 555..........

PUBLICANS LICENSES FURTHER RESTRICTION BILL:—
Motion made (Sir Henry Parkes) for Committee of the Whole, 411; Message from the Governor, 

425 ; Order of the Day postponed, 429 ; House in Committee, resolution agreed to, presented 
and read 1°, 471-2.

PULLMAN CARS (See “ RAILWAYS.”)
PUNT:—

Petition from certain persons for abolition of tolls on Hinton, 216 . .
PYRMONT (See “BRIDGES”). ' . .........................
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QUEENSLAND BORDER (See “ROADS”).
“QUESTION BE NOW PUT”:—

Motion made for, and passed, 275, 336.
Motion made, and less than forty members shown in Tellers list, in favour of, 275-0. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:—
Sessional Order passed, 10.

QUORUM (See “NO QUORUM.”)
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QUESTIONS :—

Abattoirs :—
Removal from Glebe Island, 179.
Trucking Cattle to Glebe Island, 332.

Abbott, Mb. J. P., M.P. :—Letter in reference to Bores 
for W ater, 97.

Aboriginals :—
Enrolment on Electoral Lists, 243.
Protection Board, 244.

Administeation of Justice :—
Acting Gaoler at Cobar, 107.
Appeals under Crown Rents Bill, 370.
Appointment of Mr. F. B. Hales, P.M., for Bombala 

and Eden, 552.
Case of Alison v. Bums, 38, 5S, 225.
Case of Whitton v White, tried at Bathurst, 198.
Case of Constable Semmington, 264.
Case of Gordon v. Garrett, heard at Dubbo, 446. 
Catherine Hill Bay, 255.
Clerk of Petty Sessions for Tamworth, 285.
Clerks of Petty Sessions in Sydney acting as Chamber 

Magistrates, 267, 286.
Confinees in Darlinghurst Gaol for Wife Maintenance, 

369.
Cost of maintenance of Prisoners, 149.
Court-house, Milton, 128.
Court-house, Bourke, 225.
Court of Petty Sessions, Jindabyne, 140.
Court of Petty Sessions and Lock-up for Katoomba, 187. 
Court of Petty Sessions at Swansea, 389.
Daniel Grove and William Topper, Crown Witnesses, 

162.
Decisions in Land Court Appeal Cases, 551.
District Court Judges, 30.
District Court of Quarter Sessions, Condobolin, 127. 
Eastern Suburbs Court-house, 365.
Ecclesiastical Court, 56.
Ella, arrested for Sussex-street Riot, 150.
Fines paid by Benjamin Tripp, 283.
Imprisonment of Defendants in Civil Actions, 187. 
James Ray, incarcerated in Debtor’s Prison, 23.
Junee Court-house, 418.
Law Reform, 513.
Lord Howe Island, 244, 256.
Man named Neish, convicted of Bigamy, 378.
Members of Parliament, serving as Jurymen, 157. 
Metropolitan District Court, 66.
Millane v. M. Tully, Land Case, 489.
Mr. Thomas Connolly, J.P., 102.
Mr. Lee, Stipendiary Magistrate, 206, 221.
Mr. Giles, P.M., Parramatta, 334.
New Court-house, Maclean, 263.
Newcastle Court-house, 99.
Police Magistrate, Broken Hill, 51.
Police Magistrate, Bombala, 111, 285.
Police Magistrate, Windsor and Richmond, 403. 
Prisoner Davidson, 60.
Prosecution of Francis Leslie Shaw, 255.
Police Magistrates transferred to Mines Department, 

243.
Remission of Fines by Magistrates, 135.
Remuneration to Jurors, 352, 421.
Sheriff’s Officer, Cobar, 221.
Stephen v. Erwin, 97.
Site for Court-house, Redfern, 17.
Small Debts Courts, Country Districts, 78.
Small Debts Court at Yantabulla, 365.
Vacation for Sydney Police Court, 177.
Wesbury Atha, ®. Olsund, 113.
Witness in case Regina v. Myers, 422.
Women Imprisoned for Debt, 243.

Advertisements :—
Government, in Country Papers, 210.
Sunday Amusements, 343.

Agent-General :—Office of, 533.
Agricultural :—

Branch, Mines Department, 16, 36.
College at Bathurst, 10.
College and Model Farm, Orange, 72 
College, Ham Common, 172.
College at Rookwood, 186.
Establishment of Colleges, 97.
Experimental Farm, Bourke, 132.
Experimental Farms, 187, 215.
Farm at Rookwood, 161.
Freights on Produce, 378.
Grants to Societies, 23, 99, 106, 224.
Metropolitan Society’s Ground, 120, 538.
Metropolitan Society, 71, 85, 101.
Model Farm, Hunter District, 161.

QUESTIONS (continued)
Agricultural (continued):—

Premises rented by Scientific Department of, 504. 
Utilization of Reformatory Buildings and Grounds, 

Rookwood, 464.
Albert Gold-fields:—Applieationfor Mineral Lease, 186. 
Albury :—Express Trains, 417.
Alison v. Burns :—Case of, 38, 56, 225.
Amaroo Public School at, 219.
Ammunition (See “Military”).
Angledool (See “ AVater Conservation”).
Annandale :—Post and Telegraph Office, 78. 
Architect’s Department (See ‘ ‘ Government ; ” also 

“Civil Service.”)
Ardill, Mr. John Roche :—Claim to compensation, 8. 
Argyle Electorate :—Roads in, 209 ('-).
Argyle Reefs :—Removal of, Clarence River, 414. 
Artesian Bores :—

Angledool-Collarendabri Road, 15, 132.
Barringun Contract, 123.
Deniliquin to Moama Road, 496.
Hay, 24.
Letter of Mr. J. P. Abbott in reference to, 97.
Prices of Well-boring Rods and Tubes, 223.
Yellow Waterholes, near Moama, 129, 200.

Artillery (See “Military”).
Ashburnham and Gordon :—Leasehold Areas in Coun

ties of, 97.
Ashbury Carriages (See “ Railways”).
Ashfield :—

Railway Permanent Way to Burwood, 229.
Tramway to Druitt Town, 478.

Asiatics :—Influx of, 75.
Assays (See “Mining”).
Asylums :—

Government, 376.
Macquarie and George Streets, Parramatta, 171.
Mrs. Cunynghame, late Superintendent of the Mac

quarie-street Asylum, Parramatta, 377, 413. •
Purchase of Rossiville and Kenmore Estates for 

Lunatics, 85.
Inebriate, 449. •

Australian Colonies :—Deportation of Pauper and 
Liberated Criminals to, 539.

Automatic Brakes (See “Railways”).
Baan Baa :—Village at, 65.
Bairnsdale i-^-Extension of Railway to N. S. Wales 

border, 426.
Ballina :—Railway to Lismore, 519.
Balmain :—

Extension of Tramway to, 179.
Railway to Longnose Point, 39, 332.
Reclamation of White Bay, 57, 404, 446.
Tram Extension from Forest Lodge, 392, 404. 

Balmoral :—Government Land at, 106.
Banks :—Government Moneys in, 403.
Barclay, Isaac :—Claim of, 128, 333.
Barratta Run :—

Annual leases, 272, 284.
Forfeited Improvements on, 120.
Petition in reference to, 37, 67.

Barringun :—
Bore, 123.
Post Office, 121.
Road to Bourke, 233.
Swamp leading into Town, 121.

Barton, Mr. G. B. :—
Agreement to write History of New South Wales, 279 
Publication of History of New South Wales, 413.

Baths :—Erection of, Sydney Harbour, 221.
Bathurst :—

Agricultural College at, 10.
Licensing Inspectors, 229.
Locomotives at, 172.
Railway Accident, 8, 37, 78, 114, 384.

Bathurst Burr :—Eradication of, 224, 280.
Battersea:—Peppercorn’s Property, 418, 455. _
Bear Island :—Royal Commission on Fortifications, 158. 
Beef, Mutton, &c. :—Export of, 205.
Bega :—Railway to Eden, 43, 301.
Bellinger River :—

Growth of Cedars in District, 315.
Harbour and Entrance, 194.
Improvements of Harbour, 459.

Benefit Societies :—Information respecting, 388. 
Bensusan (See “ Mining”).
Berridale :—Telegraph Line from Cooma, 315.
Berrigan :—

Sale of Town Allotments, 129.
Railway from Jerilderie, 418, 481.
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QUESTIONS (continuexl):—
Bet an, Matthew:—Fine imposed under Stock Act, 240. 
Bet an, Mr. :—New Guinea Explorer, 224, 244.
Betts, Dr. Samwil Cellim, F.M.C.P., D.C.L.M.M. •— 

Status of, 305. , .
Binalong :—Reserves at, 59.
Blackheath :—Railway Accident at. 37.
Blacktown :—Trial Survey of Line to Blayney, 9, 224. 
Blayney :—Trial Survey of Line from Blacktown, 9, 224. 
Blue-Jacket Lease (See “Mining”)
BlueStone :—Sale of, under Poisons Act, 50.
Boatmen :—Of the Marine Board, 524.
Bogan River :—Bridge between Bourke and Brewarrina, 

225.
Bombala :—

Mail Service from Perico, via Bondi, 280.
Police Magistrate, 111, 285.
Recreation Reserve, 552.
Road to Bondi, 280. .

Bombo Quarry :—Fatal accident toman named Saunders, 
166.

Bondi :—
Extension of Tramway, 61.
Road from Bombala, 280.
Tram Fares to, 206.
Tramline, 477.

. Borenore:—Conveyance of Mails to Forbes, 112,119,120. 
Bores (See “Artesian Bores”).
Botanic Gardens :—Supply of flowers to hospitals, 404. 
Botanical Survey :—Of the Colony, 315.
Bourke:—

Bridge over the Bogan between Brewarrina and, 225. 
Crown Land in Town of, 225.
Court-house, 225, 344, 365, 448.
Experimental Farm at, 132.
Flood, Railway Line, 15, 452.
Free 'Railway Passes, 128.
Government Buildings and Revenue, 230.
Hospital, 452.
Losses of Stock in District, 50.
Rabbit-proof fence between Dubbo and, 370.
Railway Line, 16, 173. .
Railway from Byrock, 30.
Railway trucks for Wool at, 446.
Relief Fund, 537.
Repair of Road to North Bourke, 364.
Returns on Railways between Wellington and, 471. 
Roads in District, 233.
Road from Barringun, 233.
Streets of, 233.
Time of arrival of Western Mail Train at, 446 (2). 
Wool at Railway Stations between Nyngan and, 448. 

Bowling Green :—Formation of, Victoria Park, 497. 
Bowral :—

Quarry at, for Railway purposes, 177.
Resumption of Pember’s land for Cemetery, 460.
Road to Wombeyan Caves, 207.

Boyle, Constable :—Assault on, at Fire in Pitt-street, 
448.

Brackenrig. Mrs. M. (See “Civil Service”). _ 
Bradford, D. and R. :—Tender for Special Castings, 

478.
Bradley’s Head :—Lights and Fog-bell at, 60 
Braidwood :—

Mr. Watts, Clerk of Petty Sessions, 7.
Postal Assistant at, 23.

' Railway from Tarago, 9.
Breakwater :—

Construction of, at Trial Bay, 194, 245.
Southern, at Richmond Heads, 551.

Brewarrina :— _
Bridge over the Bogan, between Bourke and, 225. 
Bridge over the Narran Creek, between Goodooga and 

225, 364.
Extension of Railway to, 44, 107.
Government Buildings and Revenue, 230.
Railway to Byrock, 16, 131, 392.
Repairs of streets, 233.
Special areas near, 233.

Brewongle
Loading Stage at, 319.
Telephone to O’Connell, 22.

Bridges
Coldstream River, 44.
Concrete used in Cylinder, 323.
Denison, at Kelso, 305.
Erection of, over Vale Creek at Perth, 9.
Erection of, to North Shore, 24.
Erection of, over the Murray, 293.
Glebe Island, 421.
Greg Greg, Upper Murray River, 50.

QUESTIONS (continued) :—
Bridges (continued) :—

Gundagai, 271.
Hawkesbury River, 57.
Iron Cove, 87, 352.
Ironwork for construction of, 199.
Morpeth and Hinton, 389.
Mulwala, over Murray River, 128 256.
Narrandera, 60, 186.
Orphan School Creek, 180.
Over Murray River at Jingellic and Tintaldra, 8, 323. 
Over River at Goolagong, 16, 140, 391.
Over Mulwarrie Creek at Goulburn, 51.
Over Murrumbidgee River at Freshford, 82, 234, 340. 
Over Bogan, between Bourke and Brewarrina, 225. 
Over Narran Creek, between Goodooga and Brewarrina, 

225, 364.
Over George’s River at Liverpool, 305.
Over Tarrabong Creek near Goodooga, 364.
Over Lachlan River at Cowra, 389.
Over Lachlan River at Forbes, 409.
Over Macleay River at Kempsey, 478.
Overhead, at Honeysuckle Point Railway Station, 533. 
Over Parramatta River at Rydalmere, 528.
Overhead, and Railway Station, Katoomba, 331. 
Pyrmont, 45, 251.
Pyrmont to Glebe Island, 251, 422.
Redbourneberry, 29.
Wilbert ree,'92.
Yerong Creek, near Costigan’s, 93.

Bridgewater :—Public School, 488.
British Protectorate :—Of, at New Guinea, 85. 
Broderick (See “ Crown Lands ”).
Broken Bay :—Crown lands in parish, 165.
Broken Hill :—

Police Magistrate at, 51.
Railway Extension via Wilcannia, 139.

Brunswick River :— .
Improvements to, ISO.
Works at Heads, 30.

Buchargingah Run :—Application for Land, 206. 
Buckley, Thomas :—Dismissal from Roads Department,

132.
Bucoble :—School at, 173.
Buddah :—Protection of and Ironwood, 364.
Buildings :—Rented by Government, 132.
Bulli Mine :—Use of naked lights in, 250.
Bullock Island Application to mine under Fore

shores, 150.
Bungendore :—

Drainage Scheme, 214.
Road to Currawang and Collector, 220.

Bunyan :—School at, 23.
Burrowa :—Proposed Railway from Galong, 24, 260. 
Bursaries :—Obtained by Public School Children, 36. 
Burwood :—Railway Permanent way from Ashfield, 229. 
Bushgrove :—Road from Maclean, 263.
Butler, Thomas :—Dismissal of, 107.
Byrock

Railway from Brewarrina, 16, 131, 392.
Railway to Bourke, 30.
Water supply for, and Coolabah, 364.

Cable Service Alternate route, 180. . •
Cadet Corps (See “ Military”). ■
Caloola Creek :—Application of P. J. Glasheen for 

Church and School Land, 129.
Camden :—Application for Corps of Mounted Infantry, 

165.
Camden Haven, Upper :—Road, 172.
Camp Equipments:—Cartage of, 111.
Camping Reserve (See “Reserves”).
Canal:—From Murrumbidgee River to LakeUrana, 478. 
Can angles :—Road from Cargo, 172.
Carrathool :—

Road from Hillston via Camp Plain, 185, 478.
Road from Railway Station to Hillston, 487.

Carcoar :—Trucking Yards, 75.
Careening Cove :—Reclamation at, 447.
Cargo:—

Mining Districts, 205, 391.
Road to Canangles, 172. .
Post and Telegraph Office, 538.

Carmichael :—Gratuity from Railway Commissioners 
to, 7.

Carroll (See “Crown Lands”). •
Carvings :—Removal of Post Office, 344.
Casino :—Pastoral Lessees, 140, 528.
Cassilis :—Railway from Muswellbrook, 37, 207. 
Castings, Special :—Tender of D. and R. Bradford for, 

478.
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QUESTIONS [continued):—

Caswell, Mr. Warden:—
Decisions in mining cases at Peak Hill, 146.
Police Magistrate, Dubbo, 113.

Catherine Hill Bay Administration of Justice at,
255. _

Cattle-driving (See “ Stock”). ’
Cavalry (See “ Military”).
Cedars :—Growth of, in Macleay and Bellinger Districts, 

315.
Cemeteries :—

Introduction of Bill, 446. .
Newbridge, 10.
Nyrang Creek, 92.
Petersham, 452.
Resumption of Pember’s land at Bowral for, 460. 
Thirlmere, 106.
Trustees of, 249. .

Census :—Of the Colony, 297.
Centennial Park :—

Amount expended on, and sale of villa sites, 105. 
By-laws, 101.
Sale or lease of frontages, 441.
Marble Statues in, 552.

Central Division (See “ Crown Lands”).
Chamber Magistrates :—Clerks of Petty Sessions in 

Sydney acting as, 267, 286.
Chatsworth :—Road from Harwood, 210.
Chicago International Exhibition .-—Representation 

at, 263.
Chilled Meat :—

Carriage of, 220.
Rooms, Darling Harbour, 178.

Chinese :—Immigration to South Australia, 539. 
Chowder Bay •

Riot at, 468.
Submarine Buildings, 22.

Churches, &c. :—Assessment by Water and Sewerage 
Board, 488.

Church and School Lands :—Application for lease by 
P. J. Glasheen, 129.

Circular Quay :—Removal of Commissariat Stores, 180, 
186.

City Railway :—Inquiry Commission, 17.
City and Suburban :—Control of Tramways, 179.
Civil Actions :—Imprisonment of Defendants, 187.
Civil Service :— '

Appointment of Mr. Davidson as Draftsman, 251. 
Appointments to Railway Department, 140. 
Appointments from Gunnedah Electorate, 209. 
Appointment of Engineer-in-Chief for Railways, 464. 
Assistant Superintendent Stores Department, 244,

256, 260, 264, 267
Appointment of Mr. F. B. Hales, P.M., for Bombala 

and Eden, 552. .
Clerks in Lands Office, Sydney, 425.
Clerk required to resign from Money Order Office, 440. 
Clerks in Telegraph Office, Sydney, 513.
Commission, 60, 433, 504.
Comptroller-General of Prisons, 135.
Dismissal of Thomas Butler from Works Department, 

107.
Dismissal of Mr. Egeson from Observatory, 433. 
Dismissal and re-appointment of employee in Post 

Office, 514.
Employment of Females, 210.
Government Officials enrolled as Special Constables, 351, 

403.
“Hansard” Staff, 514.
Immigration Department, 85.
Lands Office Inquiry Commission, 31..
Letters in Protestant Standard in reference to Postal 

Department, 129, 131, 140 (2).
Messrs. Cracknell, Wilson, and Hipsley, 60.
Mines Department, 534.
Mr. Cracknell, 98 (2), 440.
Mr. Watts, Clerk of Petty Sessions, Braidwood, 7.
Mr. John Roche Ardill, 8.
Mr. M‘Credie, Public Instruction Department, 22.
Mr. W. A. Fraser, Clerk of Petty Sessions at Tingha, 56. 
Mr. Caswell, P.M., Dubbo, 113.
Mr. F. Erbert, Fisheries Department, 413.
Mr. Midelton, inquiry into case of, 50.

,, removal of, from Public Service, 477.
Mrs. M. Brackenrig, Assistant Superintendent of 

Industrial School, Parramatta, 508.
Mrs. Cunynghame, Superintendent of Macquarie-street 

Asylum, Parramatta, 377.
Officers imported by Railway Commissioners, 101. 
Officers of Lands Department, 123.
Officers of Colonial Architect’s Department, 532. 
Pensioners and Pensions underSuperannuationFund, 37.

IESTIONS [continued):—
Civil Service [continued):—

Postal Inspectors, 98.
Promotion of Officers in Lands Department, 102. 
Reorganisation of Postal and Telegraph Departments, 

427.
Report of Commission on Post and Telegraph Depart

ment, 256, 422, 425.
Report of Commission on Mines Department, 271, 283, 

513, 523, 528, 533.
Report of Commission on Treasury Department, 533. 
Salaries of Officers of Legislative Council, 496.
Salary of Prothonotary, 272.
Stock Board Examiners, Inspectors of Stock, 186. 
Superannuation Fund, 37, 422.
Superintendent of Hospital for Insane, Newcastle, 145. 
The Agent-General, 533.
The Colonial Architect, 120.
Thomas Buckley’s dismissal, 132.
Vacancies in Postal Department, 139.

Civil Service Act :—Report of Actuary on, 119. 
Clarence River :—•

Dredge for, 44, 66, 210.
Harbour Improvements at Heads, 384.
Population of Electorate, 81.
Removal of Argyle Reefs, 414.

Clocks (See “Post Office” ; also “ Railways”).
Coal:—

Contract for Supply to Railway Department, 344, 369, 
377, 378, 389.

Rate of traction on Railways, 165.
Slack in Illawarra District, 284.

Coalcliff :—Miners at, 447.
Cobar :—

Acting Gaoler at, 107.
Additions to Post Office, 272.
Government Buildings and Revenue, 230.
Railway from Nyngan, 343. •
Reserve Rifle Company, 139.
Ringbarking Crown Lands in District, 364, 370. 
Sheriff’s Officer for, 221.
Special area around, for small holdings, 16, 136.
Town Common, 78.
Water Supply, 78.

Coff’s Harbour :—Jetty at, 463.
Coinage :—Of Silver at Sydney Mint, 206.
Coldstream River :—Bridge over, 44.
Collarendabri (See “ Water Conservation”). 
Collector :—•

Road from Bungendore, 220.
Marked-tree Road from Gundaroo, 475, 495.

Colonial Architect :—
Retirement of, 120.
Officers of Department, 532.

Commissariat Stores :—Removal of, from Circular Quay, 
180, 186.

Commissioners (See “Railways”).
Commissions :—

City Railways, 17.
Civil Service, 60, 433, 504.
Fees paid in Milbum Creek, Fehon Inquiry, and Tram

way Leasing, 497.
Fortifications, Bear Island, 158.
Lands Office Inquiry, 31.
Mines Department, 271, 283, 513, 523, 528, 533.
Post and Telegraph Office Inquiry, 256, 422, 425. , 
Royal, on Works of Defence, 532.
Treasury Department, 533.

Commons :—
Cobar Town, 78. .
Sydney and Moore Park, 146.
Tank, Molong Town, 404.
Trustees for Molong, 9. *
Town Goodooga, 233, 364 
Town Coolabah, 364.
Wilberforce, 115.

Companies :—
Introduction of Bill for Registration, 35.
Registered under Limited Liability Act, 127. 

Compositors (See “Government.”) 
Comptroller-General of Prisons Appointment of, 

134.
Concert Public Schools Children taking part in, 

392.
Concrete (See “Bridges”).
Conditional Purchases (See “ Crown Lands”). 
Conditional Leases (See “Crown Lands”). 
Condobolin :—

District Court of Quarter Sessions, 127.
Land Office, 333.
Stock route from Dandaloo, 180.
Unsurveyed Land in District, 409.
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QUESTIONS (continued) :—

Conference:—
Of Road Engineers, 347.’
Federation, 513.

' Confinees :—In Debtors’ Prison, 2S5.
Connoly, Mr. Thomas :—Appointment to Commission 

of Peace, 102. .
Consolidated Revenue :—Amounts paid out of, 113. 
Constitution of New South AVales :—Change in, 306. 
Consumption :—Dr. Koch’s Cure for, 445, 455. 
Contractors (See “Roads” ; also “Railways.”) 
Contracts :— ,

Clothing Military Forces, 151.
Prices of new Railway Carriages and Motors, 157. ' 
Sub-letting of Government, 284.
Winding Clocks and Watches on Great Northern Rail

way, 194.
Coogee :—Tram fares to, 206.
Cook’s River Road :—Expenditure on, 328.
Cool Storage :—At Railway Stations, 9.
Coolabah :—

Erection of Trucking Yards, 364.
Police Station, 233, 364.
Railway Accident, 225.
Town Common, 364;
AVater Supply for Byrock and, 364.

Cooma:—
Land Board, 93:
Railway returns, 102.
Railway to Arictorian Border, 120, 250.
Sleeping Cars for railway from Goulburn, 369. 
Telegraph line to Berridale, 315.

Coonabarabran :—Abandoned Runs in Land District, 
507.

Coonamble :—Distances by various Railway routes from 
Sydney, 193.

Cooranbong :—Post and Telegraph Office, 334.
Copeland :—School of Arts, 513, 552.
Coraki :—Road from Maclean, 45, 82.
Coronallo (See “ Crown Lands”).
Corowa :—Special Areas in Land District, 166.
Country Newspapers :—Government advertisements in, 

210.
Court Houses :—

And Police Station, Redfern, 311.
Bourke, 225, 344, 365, 448.
Hay, 356. .
Junee, 418. ‘
Liverpool, 311.
Eastern Suburbs, 365.

Courts of Arbitration and Conciliation ;—Intro
duction of Bill to provide for, 343.

Cowra :—
Bridge over Lachlan River at, 389.
Local AVorks in, 72.
Post and Telegraph Offices, 468.
Road to Glenlogan, 244.
Show Ground, 57.

Grace, Mr. (See Crown Lands).
Cracknell, Mr.

Absence in Melbourne, 440.
Attendance at Postal Conference, 98.
Salary and Allowances, 60, 98.

Criminals :—Deportation of Pauper and Liberated, to 
Australia, 539.

Crookwell :—
Post and Telegraph Office, 185.
Railway from Goulburn, 51, 268. ’

Crown Lands (See also “ Reserves”).
Abandoned Runs in Land Districts of Narrabri, Wal- 

gett, Gunnedah, and Coonabarabran, 507.
Additional Conditional Purchase of George Curry at 

Cootamundra, 55.
A. and J. Cunningham’s Forfeited Conditional Purchase 

at Queanbeyan, 86.
Advertising, for sale, 216.
Agents applying for, 234.
Albert Stafford’s Irrigation Lease, 107.
Applications for land, Buchargingah Run, 206. 
Appointment of Mr. C. A. Ring to Land Board, 

Silverton, 230.
Area of Gosford population reserve, 279.
Areas of land alienated at Stockton, 340.
Board of Inquiry into working of Land Boards at Hay 

and Deniliquin, 363, 377.
Barratta Run, 37, 67, 120, 272, 284.
Binalong Reserve, 59.
Cancellation of Land from dedication, parish of 

AVilloughby, 388.
Cancellation of Yugilbar and Solferino Gold-field 

Reserves, 405.

QUESTIONS (continued):—
Crown Lands (continued):—• . '

Case of Alison v. Burns, 38, 56.
Cases of Broderick and Carroll, selectors, Queanbeyan 

District, 551.
Casino District, Pastoral Lessees, 140, 528.
Claim of Isaac Barclay, 128, 333.
Compensation to Mrs. Tucker, of Forbes, 36. 
Conditional Purchase of Charles Tucker, jun., at 

Forbes, 30.
Conditional Purchase of Michael Madden, 38. 
Conditional Purchase of James Maher, 146.
Conditional Purchases transferred to Financial Insti

tutions, 331.
Cooma Land Board, 93.
Coronallo Resumed Area, 66, 107, 121.
Decisions in Land Court Appeal Cases, 551.
E. Wolstencraft’s Grant at Gindyandy, 92.
E. Wolstencraft’s Grant at Nowra, 105.
Forfeited Leases under Land Act of 1884, 177.
Goff’s Harbour, within 4 miles of Jetty, 45.
Gold-fields Reserves between Forbes and Parkes, 145. 
Gosford Land District, 94.
Government Land at Balmoral, 106.
Grant held by Mr. Alexander Dyce, 503.
Grants held by Messrs. Grace, Johnston, and Dyce, 468. 
Hay and Deniliquin Land Courts, 259.
Homestead Lease of Mr. John Higginsat Wentworth, 49. 
Homestead Leases, 404.
Increase of Rents above Board’s recommendation, 71. 
Inquiry into Local Boards, 114, 363, 377.
Introduction of Bill to prevent dummyism, 445.
Land in Molong District, 123, 128.
Land Agents, 427.
Land Board, Gosford, 426, 479.
Land Court, Mount M‘Donald, 240.
Land Office at Condobolin, 333.
Lands selected and leased in Central Division, 347. 
Leasehold Areas, Counties of Ashburnham and Gordon, 

97.
Leasehold Areas reserved from settlement, Molong 

District, 173.
Leases under 48th section of Act of 1889, 67.
Leases in Eastern Division, 92.
Lessees in Western Division, 469.
Manly Cove, Narrabeen, and Broken Bay, 165.
Maps of Snow Leases, 551.
Maximum areas of Conditional Purchases, 302.
Miss O’Brien’s Forfeited Selection, Corowa, 86. 
Parishes of Narara, Popran, Mangrove, Eglington, and 

Koree, 286.
Pastoral Holdings, 65.
Pastoral Leases, 198.
Quit rents, 445.
Regulation No. 50 under Act, 552.
Removal of Land Board Offices from Tamworth to 

Narrabri, 378.
Rents of Homestead Leases in Bourke and other 

Western Districts, 81.
Rents of Conditional Leases, 120.
Kents of, 215, 225.
Rents of Rabbit-infested, 244.
Rents of Mr. Ricketson’s Annual Leases at Deniliquin, 

263.
Reservation in Parishes of Arakoon, Kinchela, and 

Kempsey, 45.
Reserves for selection, Richmond District, 16.
Reserves, Molong District, 8, 173, 388.
Reserves in Resumed Areas and Pastoral Holdings, 

93.
Reserves and Leasehold Areas in Eastern Division, 171. 
Reserves near Mungindi, 301.
Ringbarking Crown Lands in Cobar District, 364, 370. 
Salaries of Members of the Land Court, 496.
Sale of Town Allotments, Woodstock, 251.
Sale of Town Allotments, Berrigan, 129.
Sale of town lots. Delegate, 435.
“ Scrub ” under Acts, 370.

■ Selection made by John Patterson at Corowa, 38. 
Special Areas, Lands Act of 1889, 8, 128, 323.
Special areas land, District of Corowa, 166.
Special areas round Cobar for small holdings, 16, 136. 
Special areas near Brewarrina, 233.
Special Areas—Pueturn of made since March, 1889, 347 
Survey of Portion No. 31, parish of Clunes, county of 

Rous, 508, 537.
Taken up on 17th July, 215.
Township of Bourke, 225.
Tumut Electorate, 279, 285.
Unsurveyed land in Condobolin District, 409.



INDEX.xlir

EEFEBBNCES TO THE VOTES AND PBOCEEDINGS, VOL. I—14.TH PABLIAMENT—SESSION 1890.

QUESTIONS (continued):—
Ckown Lands (continued)

Volunteer Land Orders, 185.
Woodstock Township Allotments, 57.
Yowendah and Euroka Runs, Walgett District, 340. 
Yugilbah Pastoral Holding, 533.

Crown Rents Bill :—Error in, 240.
Appeals under, 370.

Ceow’s Nest :—Grant to E. Wolstencraft, 92. 
Cudgellico Lake :—

Conservation of Water in, 186.
Works to conserve Water, 478.

Cullen, John :—Dismissal from the Dredge Service, 404. 
Cumnock :—

Post and Telegraph Office, 172.
Road to Peak Hill, 56, 93.
Telegraph from Molong, 43 
Telegraph to Peak Hill, 43.

Cunningham, A. and J. (See “ Crown Lands”). 
Cunynghame, Mbs. :—

Cost of Inquiry before Select Committee, 377, 413. 
Printing of “Protest” in case of, 514.

Currawang :—Road from Bungendore, 220.
Curry, George (See “Crown Lands.”)
Curves (See “Railways.”)
Cylinders of Bridges :—Concrete used in, 323. 
Dairies Supervision Act :—

Action of Board of Health, 333.
Cows Suffering from Tuberculosis, 98.
Expenses under, 82.

Dam :—Yerong Creek, 186, 199.
Dams (See “Water Conservation”).
Dandaloo :—Stock route to Condobolin, 180. 
Darlinghurst :—Debtors Prison, 44, 59, 285, 519, 528. 
Darling Harbour :—

Chilled-meat Rooms, 178.
Control of Iron Wharf, 188.
Labourers at, 538.

Darling Island :—Purchase of, 45.
Darling River :—Teleg aphic Communication during 

Floods, 113. "
Davidson :—Imprisonment of Woman, 60.
Davidson Mr. :—Appointment of as Draftsman, 251. 
Dawes Point Reserve, 45.
Debt ;—Women Imprisoned for, 243.
Debtors (See “Prisons”).
Deep Creek :—Opening of road on bank of, 414. 
Defence op the Colony :—

Department of and appointment of Military Secretary, 
260, 425.

Replies to Communication of President of Committee, 
514, 532.

Royal Commission on Works, 532.
Delegate :—Sale of town lots, 435.
Deniliquin (See also “ Water Conservation.”)

And Hay Land Court, 259.
Board of Inquiry into working of Boards at Hay and, 

363, 377.
Coronallo Resumed Area, 66.
Railway from Jerilderie, 418, 481.

Denison Bridge (See “Bridges”).
Differential Rates (See “Railways”).
Dimbecki, Alexander T.:—Charges made by, 351. 
Diseased Meat Bill :—Introduction of, 91, 161. 
Diseases in Sheep Act :—Receipts and disbursements 

under, 98, 244, 267, 383.
Diseases in Stock Acts :—Amendment of, 496. 
District Court :—

Metropolitan, 66.
Salaries of Judges, 30.

Doodle Cooma :—Road from Munyabla, 45.
Drainage :—Scheme, Town of Bungendore, 214.

Union for Land at Seven Oaks, Macleay River, 376. 
Draw-bar :—Broken, on Goods Train—Granville to 

Strathfield, 302.
Dredges :—

Dismissal of John Cullen, 404.
For Clarence River, 44, 66, 210. •
For Nambucea River, 50.
List of Employees, 57.
Sportsmans Creek, Clarence River, 381.

Drew, Messenger :—Compensation to mother of, 426. 
Deink Traffic :—City of Sydney, 205.
Druitt Town :—Tramway from Ashfield, 478.
Dubbo :—

Road to Peak Hill, 93.
Railway from Werris Creek, 113.
Rabbit proof fence between Bourke and, 370. 

Dummyism :—Introduction of Bill to prevent, 445.
Dyce, Mr. (See “Crown Lands”).
Easter Manceuvres:—Visitors to Fortifications during, 

61.

QUESTIONS (continued):—
Eastern Division (See “Crown Lands”; also “Hares”). 
Eastern Suburbs Court-house, 365.
East St. Leonards :—Amalgamation of Boroughs, 149, 

188.
Ecclesiastical Court :—Alteration and reform of prac

tice of, 56.
Eden :—Railway from Bega, 43, 301.
Education :—

Agricultural College, Ham Common, 172.
Boarders in Public Schools, 224.
Bucoble School, near Molong, 173.
Bursaries obtained by Public School Children, 36.' 
Elementary Political Economy, Primary Schools, 60. 
Examinations of Country Pupil-teachers, 98.
Female Teachers, 213
Fuel in Country Schools in Winter, 61.
Instruction in Public Schools, 259.
Kirkconnell Public School, Yetholme, 51, 193, 199. 
Leave of absence to Professors, &c., Sydney University, 

219.
Leichhardt Superior Public School, 344.
Model Farm and Agricultural College, Orange, 72. 
Public School, Molong, 44. _
Public School, Lawson, 67. "
Public Schools, 199.
Public School at Amaroo, 219.
Public School Concert, 392.
Public School, Bridgewater, 488.
Public School, Norah Creek, 489.
Recreation Grounds for Public Schools, 389.
School at Bunyan, near Cooma, 23.
Scripture Lessons in Public Schools, 229.
Sydney University, 16, 111, 194, 240.
School-house, Louth, 365.
School of Telegraphy in connection with the Technical 

College, 447.
Technical School, Ultimo, 75.
Telegraphic School of instruction, 447.
Utilization of Reformatory Buildings and Grounds, 

Rookwood, 464.
Egeson, Mr. :—Dismissal of from Observatory, 433. 
Eglington :—Crown Land, parish of, 286.
Eight-hour Day' Holiday :—

Pay for Railway Men, 312.
Pay of Government Employees, 377, 378.

Eight-hour System :—Extension of principal to Govern
ment Employees, 355.

Ella :—Arrested for complicity in Sussex-street Riot, 150. 
Electoral :—

Electorate of New England, 284.
Enrolment of Aboriginals on Lists, 243.
Parliamentary Rolls, 94, 107.
Registration of Voters, 146.

Electoral Act :—Expansive Clauses, 82.
Elementary Political Economy (See “Education”). 
Employees (See “Railways ”; also “ Tramways”; also 

“Government”; also “Water Supply”; also 
“ Sewerage ”).

Engines (See “ Railways”).
Erbert, Mr. F. :—Alleged appointment to Fisheries 

Department, 413.
Erosion Of River Banks, 31.
Erskine-street :—Resumption of Land for Ferry Traffic. 

404.
Eugowra :—Reserve for Railway Purposes, 127. 
Eveleigh :—Railway to La Perouse, 120.
Ewing’s Survey (See “ Roads”).
Excursion Trains (See “Railways”).
Expansive Clauses (See “ Electoral Act”). 
Experimental Farms (See “Agricultural”).
Express Trains (See “Railways”).
“Extra-hands” (See “Railways”).
Farley :—Railway Accident at, 139.
Farmers :—Seed Wheat supplied to, 10.
Federation Conference :—Communication in reference 

to, 513.
Fehon Inquiry :—Fees paid in, 497.
Females :—

Appointment to Civil Service, 210.*
Teachers, Education Department, 213.

Fergusson :—Confinee in Debtors’ Prison, 297.
Ferries :—•

Largs, 389.
Resumption of Land at Erskine-street for Traffic, 404. 
Tolls on, 452.
Traffic between Sydney and Suburbs, 403.

Finance (See also “Loan”) :—
Amount due to the Consolidated Revenue for Charges 

under Rabbit Nuisance Act, 355.
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QUESTION'S (continued):—
Finance (continued):—

Amount paid for principal and interest under Act 31 
Vic. No. 11, 388.

Duty on Wire Netting, 178.
Government Funds, 198.
Net profit or loss on Tramways for Year 1889-90, 323. 
Revenue and Expenditure upon certain Railways and 

Tramways, 378.
Treasury Bills, 150.

Financial Institutions :—Conditional Purchases trans
ferred to, 331.

Fines (See “Administration op Justice”).
Fibe (See “ Pitt-steeet Fire.”)
Fire Brigades :—Special Grants to, 231.
Fire Brigades Bill :—Amendment of, 30, 91.
Fire Damp (See “ Mining”).
Fisheries Act :—Administration of, 340, 389.
Fisheries Commissioners :—Trout-fry in Snowy and 

Umaralla Rivers, 111.
Fisherman’s Channel, Macleay River :—Dredging of, 

456.
Five Dock :—Extension of Tram to Mortlake, 434. 
Fleming, Corporal :—Inverell Mounted Infantry, 334. 
Floods:—

Bourke Railway Line, 15, 452.
Damage, Hunter River, 214;
Embankment, West Maitland, 29.
Telegraph communication on Darling River, during, 113. 
Tender for Flood-gate at Lawrence Drain, 381. 

Flowers :—Supply ot, from Botanic Gardens, to Hospital, 
404.

Flying Foxes :—Nuisance caused by, 384.
Food and Liquor Adulteration Bill :—Introduction 

of, 35.
Foot Bridge:—(See “Railways”).
Foot-paths Obstruction :—Offenders against City By

law, 312.
Forbes :—

And Gunnedah Gaols, 145.
Bridge over the Lachlan, 409.
Conveyance of Mails from Orange and Borenore, 112, 

119, 120.
Gold-field Reserves, 145.
Post and Telegraph Office, 478.
Railway from Molong to Parkes and, 538.

Forest Department :—Steamer built on Murray River 
for, 6&, 488.

Forest Lodge :—Tram extension to Balmain, 392, 404. 
Fortipications (See “Military”) :—

Visitors to, during Easter Manceuvres, 61.
Frazer, Mr. W. A.:—Clerk of Petty Sessions, Tingha, 56. 
Freights (“See “Railways”).
Freshford :—Bridge over Murrumbidgee at, 82, 234, 

340.
Free Labour Bureau :—

Opening of, 31.
Office for, 31.

Free Passes (See “ Railways”).
Friendly Societies Act :—Amendment of, 131, 537. 
Fruit :—

Inspection of, from other Colonies, 369.
Introduction of Bill dealing with diseases in, 8, 439. 

Fruitgrowers’ Union :—Endowments, 72.
Fuel :—For Country Schools during Winter, 61.
Galong Proposed Railway to Burrowa, 24, 260. 
Gangers (See “Railways.”) .
Gaols :—

Acting Gaoler at Cohar, 107. 1
■ Confinees in Darlinghurst for Wife Maintenance, 369. 

Forbes and Gunnedah, 145.
Tender for removal of refuse, Parramatta, 413. 

Garden Island :—Naval Prison at, 223.
‘ ‘ General Gordon ” Steamer :—Packet License granted 

to, 481. ’
General Post Office (Approaches Improvement) 

Act :—Resumptions under, 533.
General Staff (See “Military”).
George, Mr. Henry :—Free Railway Pass granted to, 10. 
George’s River :—Bridge at Liverpool, 305. 
George-street North :—Post Office in, 471.

■ Germanton :—
Lockup, 61.
Public Park, 61.

Giles, Mr., P.M. :—Attendance at Campbelltown Court, 
334.

Gindyandy (See “ Crown Lands ”).
Glasheen, P. J. :—Application for Lease of Church and 

School Lands, 129.
Glebe-Balmain (See also “Roads”) :—

Reclamation of White Bay, 57.

QUESTIONS (continued):—
Glebe Island :—

Bridge from Pyrmont, 251, 422.
Removal of Abattoirs, 179.
Trucking Cattle to Abattoirs, 332.
Bridge, 421. '
Branch Railway Line, 460.

Glen Innes :— •
Railway to Inverell, 36, 538.
Railway Goods Traffic at, 36.

Glenlogan :—Road from Cowra, 244.
Goff’s Harbour :—Crown Lands within four miles of 

Jetty, 45.
Gold Discovery (See “Mining”).
Gold Leases (See “Mining”).
Goode, Dr. :—

Charges against, Orange Hospital, 44.
Imprisonment of, 297.

Goods Traffic (See “Railways”).
Goods Rates (See “Railways”). '
Goodooga :— _

Bridge over the Narran Creek, between Brewarrina and, 
225, 364.

Bridge over Tarabong Creek, 364.
Town Common, 233, 364.

CtOOLOGONG :—
Bridge over River at, 16, 140.
Bridge over the Lachlan River at, 391.

Gordon v. Garrett :—Case of, heard at Dubbo, 446. 
Gosford :—

Area of Population Reserve, 279.
Land District, 94,
Land Board, 426, 479.

Goulburn :—'
Bridge over Mulwarrie Creek, 51.
Locomotives at, 172.
Railway to Crookwell, 51, 268.
Sleeping Cars for Railway to Cooma, 369.

Government :—
Advertisements in Country Papers, 210.
Asylums, 376.
Buildings rented by, 132.
Buildings and Revenue of Bourke, Cobar, and 

Brewarrina, 230.
Compositors, 221.
Contracts in Architect’s Department, 324.
Employees engaged as Waiters, 102, 199.
Employee nominated for Parliament, 514.
Funds in Sydney Banks, 198.
Moneys in Banks, 403.
Officials enrolled as Special Constables, 351, 403. 
Payment on Holidays to Employees, Printing Office, 

75, 356.
Pay of Employees on Eight-hour Day, 312, 377, 378. 
Printing Office, 434.
Rates paid on Buildings, 375.
Stores Department Assistant Superintendent, 244, 256, 

260, 264, 267. '
Sub-letting of Contracts, 284. .

Governors :—
Appointment of the Earl of Jersey, 292.
Election of future, 140, 243.
Residence at Hill View, Sutton Forest, 392.

Grafton :—
And Macleay Roads Office, 166.
Population of Electorate, 81.
Road to Yamba, 459.

Greg Greg :—Bridge over Murray River, 50.
Gregra :—Camping Reserve, parish of, 92.
Greta Colliery :—Code of signalling, 551.
Grong Grong :—Site for Tank, 38.
Grove, Daniel:—Expenses of, as Crown Witness, 162. 
Guards (See “Railways”).
Gulgong :—Star Leases at, 35.
Gum Flat :—Cancellation of Reserves, 67.
Gundagai :—Railway Extension to Tumut, 112, 284. 
Gundaroo :—Marked-Tree Road to Collector, 475, 495. 
Gunnedah :—

And Forbes Gaols, 145.
Appointments to Civil Service from Electorate, 209. 
Bridge, 271. '
Abandoned runs in Land District, 507.

Gunning : —Roads in District, 65.
Guyra :—Railway Goods Traffic at, 36.
Hales Mr. F. B.:—Appointment of, for Bombala and 

Eden, 552.
Ham Common :—Agricultural College, 172.
“Hansard” Staff:—Applications for increases of 

Salary, 514. ■
Harbours (See also “Wollongong Harbour Trust”):— 

And Entrance, Bellinger River, 194, 459.
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QUESTION'S (continued):—
Hakbours (Seealso “Wollongong Harbour Trust”):— 

continued.
Improvements, Clarence River Heads, 384. 
Improvements, Richmond River, 434. 
last of Dredge Employees in Department, 57. 
Nambuccra, 199, 459.

Hares :—In Eastern Division, 92.
Harris Park :—Resumption of Land, 440.
Harvey, Arthur, and Wife :—Discharge of, from 

Public Instruction Department, 441.
Harwood :—Road to Chatsworth, 210.
Hawkesbury River :—Bridge over, 57.
Hay :—

Artesian Bore, 24.
And Deniliquin Land Court, 259.
Board of Inquiry into working of Boards at Deniliquin 

and, 363, 377.
Court-house, 356.

Health Bill :—Introduction of, 23, 537.
Heron, Mrs. :—Compensation to, by Railway Commis

sioners, 23.
Higgins, Mr. John :—Homestead Lease at Went

worth, 49. .
Hillgrove

Application to mine under a Road at, 106 (2).
Gold Leases at, 106 (3), 226.
Water Supply, 351.
Reward for Gold Discovery, 464.

Hillston :—•
Dam over the Lachlan River, 38.
Road to Carathool, vid Camp Plain, 185, 478.
Road from Carathool Railway Station, 487.
Weir on Lachlan River, 185, 487.

Hill View :—Governor’s Residence, Sutton Forest, 392. 
Hinton :—Bridges at Morpeth and, 389.
Hipsley, Mb. :—Salary and allowances, 60.
History of New South Wales 

Agreement with Mr. G. B. Barton, 279.
Contract with Subscribers, 331.
Publication of, 413.

Hobbs, William:—Mineral Leases of, 146.
Homestead Leases (See “ Crown Lands”). 
Honeysuckle Point .-—Overhead Bridge at Railway 

Station, 533.
Horses (See “ Military”).
Horthun, A., Mineral Lease Applications at Silverton, 

198.
Hospitals :—

For the Insane Parramatta, 102.
Hours of duty of Nurses in Insane, 264.
Orange—Charges brought by Dr. Goode, 44, 341.
Orange—Charges brought by patients, 44. 
Superintendent for Insane, Newcastle, 145.
Sydney, 230, 376.
Supply of Flowers from Botanical Gardens to, 404. 
Bourke, 452.

Hospital Act :—Amendment of, 388.
Hotels and Public-houses :—Licensed in City of 

Sydney, 197.
Howell, E.:—Road through land at North Lismore, 488. 
Hudson Bros. :—Supply of Coal to, by Railway Depart

ment, 302.
“ Hume ” Steam-launch :—Detention at Albury, 129. 
Hunter District :—Model Farm, 161.
Hunter River :—Damage by Floods, 214. 
Hydro-pneumatic guns :—Contracts for, 259.
Illawarra District :—Coal Slack in, 284.
Immigration :—Department, 85.
Imperial Navy :—Prisoners of, 85, 224, 292.
Indecent Literature :—Publication of, 39.
Inebriate Asylums :—Establishment of, 449.
Insane (See “ Hospitals”).
Insurance Marine Offices : —Government Insurance, 87. 
International Exhibition, Chicago :—Representation 

at, 263.
Inventions :—Patents for, 158.
Inverell:— .

Proposed routes of Railway to, 234.
Railway from Glen Innes, 36, 538.
Tank on Road from Svvanbrook Creek, 146.

Irrigation :—Introduction of Bill to deal with, and 
Water Conservation, 250.

Iron Cove :—Bridge, 87, 352.
Iron Poles (See “ Telegraphs ”).
Ironworks (See “Bridges.”)
Ironwood :—Protection of and Buddah, 364.
Jeanneret, Mr. C. E. :—Licensing Bench, Ryde, 22. 
Jerilderie :—Railway to Deniliquin, Berrigan and 

Tocumwal, 418, 481.
Jerry’s Plains :—Main North Road via Minimbah, 149. 
Jersey, Earl of :—Appointment of, as Governor, 292.

QUESTIONS (continued):—
-TTP'T'rf’T'ITQ ■  ’

Cost of Trial Bay, 260.
Life-buoys and Lines on Wharfs and, 435.
Coff’s Harbour, 463.

Jindabyne :—Court of Petty Sessions, 140.
Jingellic :—Bridge over the Murray River, 8, 323. 
Johnston Mb. (See “ Crown Lands ”).
Junes :—

Water Supply for, 417.
Court House, 418.

Jurors :—Remuneration to, 352, 421.
Jurymen :—Members of Parliament serving as, 157. 
Katoomba :—

Court of Petty Session and Lock-up, 187.
Railway Station and Overhead Bridge, 187, 331. 
Reserve at, 173.

Kelso :— .
Denison Bridge at, 305.
Railway Station, 36.
Station-master’s House, 146. .

Kempsey :—Bridge over Macleay River at, 478. 
Kenmore Estate :—Purchase of, 85.
Kiama :—Free pass to men employed on Railway exten

sion to Nowra, 533.
Kirkconnell :—

Public School, Yetholme, 193, 199. *
Teachers for Public School, 50.

Koch, Dr. :—Cure for Consumption, 445, 455 
Koree :—Crown Lands, Parish of, 286.
Kurnell -.—Site for Noxious Trades at, 186.
Labour (See “ Free Labour Bureau”).

Eight-hour System, 355.
Utilisation of Prison, 43.

Labourers (See “Railways” also “Darting Har
bour”).

Labour Strike :—
Breaches of Shearing Agreements, 343.
Courts of Arbitration and Conciliation, 343 
Cost of Protection of Property during, 376.
Alleviation of Distress, 409.
Distribution of Rations to Sufferers, 447.

Lachlan River:—
Dam at Hillston, 38.
Bridge over at Forbes, 409.
Bridge over at Goolagong, 16, 140, 391.
Bridge over at Cowra, 389.
Weir at Hillston, 185, 487.

Lake Cudgellico :—
Additions to Police Barracks, 280.
Conservation of Water in, 186, 478.

Land :—
Belonging to Messrs. O’Neill & Lenane, Michelago, 55. 
Resumption of, under 53 Victoria No. 13, 72.
Agents, 427.

Land Boards (See “Crown Lands”).
Land Bill :—Introduction of Amending, 448.
Land Court:—

Engagement of Mr. Wise for Crown, 441, 447.
Salaries of Members of, 496.
Decisions in Appeal Cases, 551.

Lands Department :—
Annual Report, 214.
Officers in, 102, 123 

Lands Office :—
Inquiry Commission, 31.
Clerks, Sydney, 425.

Langhorn’s Crossing, Snowy River :—Boat for, 468. 
La Perouse :—Railway from Eveleigh, 120.
Largs :—Ferry at, 389.
Law Reform :—Resolutions in favour of, 513.
Lawrence Drain :—Tenders for Flood-gate, 381. .
Lawson :—Public School, 67.
Leases (See “Crown Lands”).
Lee-Mitford :—Supply of New Magazine Rifle, 23.
Lee, Mr. :— ’

Appointment and Retirement, of 206.
Removal of, from Bathurst, 206, 221.

Legislative Council :—Salaries of Officers, 496. 
Leichhardt :—Clock for Post and Telegraph Offices, SjSl.

Superior Public School, 344.
Lemon, Samuel :—Application for Compensation, 93. 
Lending Branch, Public Library :—Wooden Building 

adjoining, 140.
Leper Bill :—Introduction of, 272. .
Leprosy :—Reports on Cases of, 404.
Licensing :—

Bill for amending Acts, 93.
Drink Traffic, City of Sydney, 205.
Hotels and Public-houses in the City of Sydney, 197. ’ 
Inspectors, Bathurst, 229. "
Mr. 0. E Jeanneret, Ryde, 22,
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QUESTIONS (continued):—
Licensing (continmd):—

Public-houses with Private Bars, 207.
Proprietors of Private Up-stairs Bars, 205.
Sale of Tobacco without a License, 206.

Life-buoys and Lines :—On Wharfs and Jetties, 435. 
Life Insurance :—Railway Service, 230.
Licht Lines (See “Railways”).
Lights and Pog Bell At Bradley’s Head, 60. '
Limited Liabilities Act :—Companies registered under,

Liquor and Pood Adulteration Bill :—Introduction 
of, 35.

Lismore North :—Road through Howell’s land, 488. 
Lismore :—Railway Line to Ballina, 519.
Literature (See “ Indecent Literature ”).
Liverpool :—

Bridge over George’s River, 305.
Court-house, 311.

Loading-Stage (See “Railways”).
Loan :—For Public Works, 146.
Lock-up (See “Prisons”).
Locomotives (See “Railways”).
Logan, Mrs :—Compensation to, by Railway Commis

sioners, 23.
Long Cove Canal :—Extension to Battle Bridge, 254. 
Longnose Point, Balmain B„ailwa,y to, 39, 332.
Lord Howe Island:—Administration of Justice, 244, 

256.
Louth :—

Main Streets, 365.
Racecourse at, 364.
School-house, 365. .
Water Supply between Wanaaring and, 365.

Lucknow :—Road from Millthorpe vid Spring Hill, 188. 
Maclean :—

New Court-house, 263.
Road to Coraki, 45, 82.

Macleay :—
Entrance to River, 214, 459.
Growth of Cedars in District, 315.
Road to Bushgrove, 263.
Roads Office at, 166.
Fisherman’s Channel, 456.
Bridge over River at Kempsey, 478.

Madden, Michael :—Conditional Purchase of, 38. 
Magazine Rifle (See “Military”). _
Magistrates (See “Administration of ^Justice.” 
Maher, James :—Conditional Purchase of, 146.
Mail Services :—

San Francisco, 311, 315.
Subsidized Lines, 145.

Mail-vans :—Tenders for, 257.
Maintenance Men (See “Railways”).
Maitland :—Railway from Wollombi, 150.
Mangrove :—Crown Lands, Parish of, 286.
Manly :—

Crown Lands at Parish, 165.
Water Supply, 72.
And Pitwater Railway, 447. '

“ Mann ” Car Cost of, 477.
Manning River:—Erection of Wharf at Oxley Island, 

22, 209. .
Marble Statues :—In Centennial Park, 552.
Marine Board :—Boatmen of, 524.
Marine Insurance Offices :—Government insurances, 

86.
M'Credie, Mr. :—Charge against, 22.
M'Arthur and Co. :—Amount of Money paid to, 439,

McSweeney, Mr. :—Contract at San Souci, 378.
Meat (See also “ Diseased Meat Bill ”) :—

Beef, Mutton, &c., Exported, 205.
Chilled, Carriage of on Railways, 220.
Chilled-meat Rooms, Darling Harbour, 178.
Inspection of, intendecl for Food, 421.

Medicine :—School of Veterinary, at University, 16. 
“Merir” (See “‘Hume’ Steam-launch”).
Merriwa :—Stock Board, 249.
Metz, Parish of :—Application for Mining Reserves, 198. 
Meyer, Mr. Oscar :—

Payments to, 9, 22. 93,
Purchase of Statuary, &c., from, 136.

Middle Harbour :—Traffic across Spit Ferry, 165. 
Midelton, Mr. :—

Inquiry into case of, 50.
Removal of from Public Service, 477.

Milburn Creek Inquiry :—Fees paid in, 497. 
Military^ :—

Application for Corps of Mounted Infantry, Camden, 
165.

QUESTIONS (continued) •
Military (continued):—•

Appointment of 1st Lieutenant, Field Battery of 
Artillery, 194.

Appointments to New Field Battery of Artillery, 224. 
Cartage of Camp Equipments, 111.
Colonel Roberts, 539. *
Contracts for Clothing Forces, 151.
Corporal Fleming, Inverell Mounted Infantry, 334. 
Defence of Colony, Appointment of Military Secretary, 

260, 425.
Defence Committee—Replies to Communications, 514, 

532.
Forces of the Colony, 478.
General Staff, 463.
Helmets for Cadet Corps, 103.
Hydro-pneumatic guns, 259.
Intended Retirement of Colonel Commanding Second 

Regiment, 433.
Metropolitan Rifle Range, 94, 128, 220, 482, 496, 497, 

532. .
Mounted Infantry and Cavalry, 29, 481, 532.
New Magazine Rifle—the Lee-Mitford, 23. 
Partially-paid Mounted Infantry, 86 (2).
Reorganization of Force, 149.
Report of Officer Commanding Naval Forces, 539. 
Reserve Rifle Companies, 131, 351, 404, 417.
Reserve Rifle Company at Cobar, 139.
Rifles issued to Reserve Corps, 22.
Rifle Range, Moss Vale, 161.
Rifle Ammunition, 539.
Royal Commission on Fortifications, Bear Island, 158 
Royal Commission on Works of Defence, 532.
Steel Point Battery, 504, 532.
Submarine Buildings, Chowder Bay, 22.
Tenders for Supply of Horses for Guns, 131.
Visitors to Fortifications during Easter Manoeuvres, 61. 
Volunteer Artillery, 427, 455, 532.
Volunteer Force, 439.

Millane v. M. Tully :—Land case, 489.
Miller, Mr. :—Appointment of, as Comptroller-General 

of Prisons, 135. •
Millthorpe :—Road to Lucknow, vid Spring Hill, 188. 
Milton :—Court-house, 128.
Mines Department :—

Agricultural Branch, 16.
Police Magistrates transferred to, 243.
Report of Civil Service Commission on, 271, 283, 513 

523, 528, 533.
Changes in, 534.

Mining :—
Application to mine on Water Reserve, County of 

Gough, 534
Application to mine under a Road at Hillgrove, 106 (2). 
Application for Lease, Albert Gold-fields, 186. 
Application for Mining Reserves, Parish of Metz, 198. 
Applications at Silverton made by A. Horthun, 198. 
Applications to Mine under Foreshores of Bullock 

Island, 150.
Assays made -in Department, 328.
Blue Jacket Lease, Canowindra, 8.
Character of Sydenham Exhibition, 30.
District of Cargo, 205, 391.
Explosion of Fire Damp in Young-W allsend Colliery, 251. 
For Coal under Road between Plattsburg and Minmi, 

272.
Gold-mining Lease of Messrs. Semmes, Bensusan, and 

B. B. Nicoll, 37.
Greta Colliery, 551.
Gold leases at Hillgrove, 106 (3), 226.
Mineral Leases of William Hobbs, 146. '
Miners at Coalcliff, 447.
Mr. Warden Caswell’s decisions on cases at Peak Hill, 

146.
Mr. Oscar Meyer, Sydenham Exhibition, 9.
Museum, Mines Department 16.
Naked Lights used in Old Bulli Mine, 250.
On Private Property Bill, 478.
Peak Hill Gold-fields, 114. .
Prospecting Board, 30, 365, 463, 468.
Prospecting Vote, 468.
Rent paid on Mineral Leases at Tingha, 224.
Reward for Gold Discovery at Hillgrove, 464.
South Bulli Mine Ventilation, 250.
South Bulli Coal-mine, 259.
Star Leases at Gulgong, 35.
Treatment of Refractory Ores, 213. •
Warden for the Tamworth District, 285.
Weights and Measures Act, in reference to, 284. 
Windang Island, 157. ,

Minmi :—Police Office and Lock-up, 388.
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QUESTIONS (continued):—
Mittagong

Removal of Railway Refreshment-rooms, 179.
Water for Railway Purposes, 207.
Duplication of Rahway Line from Picton, 477.

Moama:—Wharf at, 129, 200, 264 (See also “Water 
CONSEEVATION ”).

Model Fabms (See “Agricultural”).
Molong :—

Bucoble School, 173.
Carriages on Railways, 112.
Land in District, 123, 128.
Leasehold Areas Reserved in District, 173.
Public School, 44.
Railway to Parkes and Forbes, 538.
Reserves in District, 8, 388.
Road to Peak Hill, 187, 215.
Supply of Trucks at Railway Station, 446.'
Tank, Town Common, 404.
Telegraph to Cumnock, 43.
Trustees of Town Common, 9.

Monetary Institutions :—Inspection of, 10.
Money Order Office :—Clerk required to resign from, 

440.
Montagu Chambers :—Resumption and leasing of land, 

67.
Moore Park :—Proclamation dedicating, 146.
Morpeth :—Bridges at Hinton and, 389.
Morris, Edward :—Killed at Orange Railway Station, 

460.
Mortlake :—Extension of Tram from Five Dock, 434. 
Moss Yale :—

Rifle Range, 161.
Site for Public Park, 9, 210.
Tenders for erection of Refreshment Rooms at, 302. 

Motors (See “ Tramways”).
Mount M‘Donald :—Land Court for, 240.
Mounted Infantry (See “Military”).
Mudgee :—Railway extension, 496.
Mullion, The :—Road from Taemas Bridge, 65. 
Mulwala :—Bridge over Murray River, 128, 256. 
Mulwarrie Creek :—Bridge over, 51.
Mungindi :—Reserve near, 301.
Municipal :—

Boroughs of St. Leonards, East St. Leonards, and Vic
toria, 149, 188.

Borough Council of Wagga Wagga, 195.
Grant to Country and Suburban Municipalities, 263. 
Grants for Sites for Town Halls or Municipal Chambers, 

463.
Repayment by Municipalities of cost of Water and 

Sewerage Works, 497.
Munyabla :—Road to Doodle Cooma, 45.
Murray River :—

Bridges at Jingellic and Tintaldra, 8, 323.
Bridge at Greg Greg, 50.
Bridges over, 293.
Bridge at Mulwala, 128.
Steamer built on for Forest Department, 68, 488. 

Murrumbidgee River :— ’
Bridge at Freshford, 82, 234, 340.
Canal from, to Lake Urana, 478. ,

Museum :—Mines Department, 16.
Muswellbrook :—

Railway to Cassilis, 37, 207.
Roads in District, 301, 302.

Nambuccra River 
Dredge for, 50.
Improvement of Harbour, 199, 459.

Namoi River :—Village at Baan Baa, 65.
Narara :—Crown Land in Parish of, 286.
Narrabeen :—Crown Lands in Parish, 165. 
Narrabundah :—Reserve, Parish of, 55.
Narrabri :—

Abandoned runs in Land District of, 507.
Goods at Railway Station, 250.
Removal of Land Board from Tamworth to, 378. 

Narran Creek :—Bridge between Goodooga and Bre
warrina, 225. .

Narrandera :—
Bridge, 60.
Land resumed for Approach to Bridge, 186. 

Narrabundah -Trespass of Stock on Reserve, 365. 
National Park :—Secretary to Trust, 112.
Naval Forces :—Report of Officer commanding, 539. 
Naval Prison (See “ Prisons”).
Neish,-man named :—Convicted of Bigamy, 378.
Net Fishing :—Tidal waters closed against, 533. 
Neutral Bay :—Reclamation at, 447.
Newbridge :—Cemetery at, 10.

QUESTIONS (continued):—
Newcastle :—

Court-house, 99.
Locomotives at, 172.
Pasturage Reserve, 205, 206.
Pilot Service, 225, 250, 508.
Superintendent of Hospital for Insane at, 145.
Trades Hall, 271.
Tramway Extensions, 93.

New England :—Electorate of, 284.
New Guinea:-—

British Protectorate, 85.
Mr. Explorer Sevan, 224, 244.

New South Wales :—
Constitution of, 306.
Election of future Governors, 140, 243.
History of, 279, 331, 413.

New Year’s Card :—Issued by Postal Department, 78, 
86, 98.

New Zealand Exhibition :—Payment to Mr. Oscar 
Meyer, 22.

Nicoll, B. B. (See “ Mining”).
Nimitybelle :—Roads at, 250, 280.
Norah Creek :—Public School, 489.
North Bourke :—Repair of road from Bourke, 364. 
North Shore:—

Erection of Bridge to, 24.
Extension of Cable Tramway, 71.
Railway, 267.

Northern Districts :—Police Force, 213.
Northern Express :—(See “ Railways”).
Nowra :—Free passes to men employed on railway 

extension from Kiama, 533.
Noxious Trades :—Site for, at Kumell, 186.
Noxious Weeds :—Introduction of Bill to deal with, 

224, 343.
Nurses :—Hours of Duty in Hospitals for the Insane, 264. 
Nyngan :—

Railway to Cobar, 343.
Wool at Railway Stations between Bourke and, 448. 

Nyrang Creek :—Cemetery, 92.
O’Brien, Miss (See “Crown Lands”).
Obstructing Footpaths (See “Footpaths”). 
O’Connell :—Telephone from Brewongle, 22.
Oliver Mr. R. J. (Sec “ Unemployed”).
Omnibus Stand :—Removal from Redfern Railway 

Station, 524.
O’Neill and Lenane, Messrs. :—Land belonging to at 

Michelago, 55.
Opera House, King-street :—Unsafe state of, 501. 
Orange :—

Conveyance of Mails to Forbes, 112, 119, 120.
Hospital—Charges brought by Dr. Goode, 44, 341. 
Hospital—Charges brought by patients, 44.
Model Farm and Agricultural College, 72.

Orphan School Creek :—Bridge over, 180.
Oxley Island (See “Manning River”).
Packet License.—Granted to steamer “General Gordon,” 

481.
Parkes :—■

Gold-field Reserves, 145.
Water Reserve on road at Bore-Cabonne, 44,
Railway from Molong to Forbes and, 538.

Parks :—
Centennial, 101, 105, 441.
Germanton, 61.
National, Secretary to Trust, 112.
Parramatta, 66.
Sassafras, Springwood, 78.
Site for Public at Moss Vale, 9, 210.
Marble Statues in Centennial, 552.

Parliament :—
Members serving as Jurymen, 157.
New Houses of, 77, 113.
Government Employee nominated for, 514. 

Parliamentary Draftsman:—Error in Crown Rents 
Bill, 240.

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public 
Works :—Payments to, 9.

Parramatta :—
Hospital for the Insane, 102.
Macquarie and George Street Asylums, 171.
Park, 66.
Tender for removal of refuse from Gaol, 413. 

Parramatta River :—Bridge at Bj'dalmere, 528. 
Pasteur’s Vaccine Specific :—Use of, 39.
Pastoral Holdings (See “Crown Lands”).
Pastures and Stock Protection Act :—

Fine imposed on Matthew Sevan, 240.
Merriwa Board, 249.
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QUESTIONS (continued):—
Patents :—For Inventions, 158.'
Patterson, John :—Selection at Corowa, 38.
Peak Hill :—

Mining Warden for, 114.
Mr. Warden Caswell’s decisions on Mining Cases, 146. 
Road from Cumnock, 56, 93.
Road from Dubbo, 93.
Road from Molong, 187, 215.
Telegraph to Cumnock, 43.

Pember’s Land :—Resumption of, at Bowral, for Public 
Cemetery, 460.

Penny Postage (See “ Postal ”).
Penrith :—Locomotives at, 172.
Pensions (See “Superannuation Fund”).
Peppercorn’s Property :—At Battersea, 418, 455. 
Perico :—Mail Service via Bondi to Bombala, 280. 
Permanent-way (See “Railways”).
Permits :—Issue of Stock by Justices of the Peace, 150. 
Petersham :—Cemetery, 452.
Phylloxera :—Vineyards infected, 145.
Picton :—Duplication of Railway Line to Mittagong, 477. 
Pillars, Postal :—

Erection of New, 475.
Contracts for Erection of, 481, 508, 523.

Pilot Service :—Sydney and Newcastle, 225, 250, 50S. 
PlTT-STREET FlRE :—

Telegraph and Telephone Wires in Streets, 460.
Papers in reference to, 537.

PlTTWATER AND MANLY RAILWAY, 447.
Places of Amusement :—Regulation of, 107. 
Platforms (See “Railways”).
Point Piper Road :—Commissioners of Trusts, 264. 
Poisons Act :—

Breach of, 243.
Sale of Bluestone under, 50.

Police :—
Additions to Barracks, Lake Cudgellico, 280.
Assault on Constable Boyle at late Fire in Pitt-street, 

448.
Constable Semmington, 264.
Constable H. A. Slater, 312, 389.
Country Force, 52.
Land taken from Messrs. O’Neill and Lenane at 

Michelago, 55.
Northern Districts, 213.
Office and Lock-up at Minmi, 388.
Station and Court-house, Redfern, 311.
Station, Coolabah, 233, 364.
Tambar Springs, 519.
Travelling Allowance in Department, 305.

Police Court, Sydney :—Vacation for, 177- 
Police Magistrates (See “ Administration of 

Justice”). ,
Popran :—Crown Land in parish of, 286.
Postal :— .

Additions to Office, Cobar, 272.
And Telegraph Office, Cowra, 468.
And Telegraph Office, Cooranbong, 334 
And Telegraph Office, Cumnock, 172.
And Telegraph Office, Crookwell,-185.
And Telegraph Office, Forbes, 478.
And Telegraph Office, Cargo, 538.
Assistant at Braidwood, 23.
Attendance of Officers at Conference, 98.
Conveyance of Mails from Wilcannia over Tallywalka 

Creek, 102.
Conveyance of Mails, - Orange to Forbes -Borenore to 

Forbes, 112, 119, 120.
Conveyance of mails to and from Scone Railway 

Station, 158.
Complaints against Department by Mr. J. Windred, 

J.P., 298.
Inspectors, 98.
Mail Service, between Perico via Bondi to Bombala, 280. 
New Pillars, 475, 481, 508, 523.
New Year’s Card issued by Department, 78, 86, 98. 
Office at Annandale, 78.
Office, George-street North, 471.
Office, Randwick, 441, 448, 463.
Penny Postal System, 94.
Post Office, Barringun, 121.
Reorganisation of Telegraph Department and, 427. 
Report of Civil Service Commission on Department, 

256, 422, 425.
Subsidised Mail Service, 145.
San Francisco Mail Service, 311, 315.
Tenders for Mail-vans, 257.
Vacancies in Department, 139.

Post Office :—
Clock for Leichhardt, 331.
Clock for Tower of, at Redfern, 21, 311.

936—D

QUESTIONS (continued):—■
Post Office (continueA):—

Clocks in Country Districts, 82.
Dismissal and re-employment of employee in General, 

514. ■
Land resumed by Government for Street, 286.
Removal of Carvings, 344.
Tenders for Clock, 82.

Pott’s Hill :—Water Supply Service, 538.
Poulton, Mr. :—Confinee in Gladesville Asylum, 215. 
Press Telegrams :—Amount received for, for 1889, 230. 
Primary Schools (See “ Education”). . .
Prisons :—

Debtors, Darlinghurst, 44, 59, 285, 519, 528.
Lockup, Germanton, 61. .
Lockup, Uralla, 128.
Lockup, Katoomba, 187.
Lockup and Police Office, Minmi, 388.
Naval, at Garden Island, 223.
Utilisation of Labour, 43.
Works, Trial Bay, 245.

Prisoners :—
Cost of maintenance, 149.
Imperial Navy, 85, 224, 292.
Imprisonment of Dr. Goode, 297.
Man named Fergusson, confinee in Debtors Prison, 297. 

Private Upstairs Bars :—
Number in Public-houses, 207.
Proprietors of, 205.

Private Property :—Bill to regulate Mining on, 478. 
Probate Revenue:—Transfer of Shai-es, 112. 
Properties :—Compensation for Roads through, 463. 
Prospecting Board (See “ Mining”);
Prospecting Vote (See “Mining”).
Protestant Standard:—Letters in reference to Postal 

Department, 129, 131, 140 (?).
Protection of Property :—Cost of during Labour 

Strike, 376.
Prothonotary :—Salary of, 272.
Public Health Bill :—Introduction of, 23, 537. 
Public Houses (See “Licensing.”)
Public Library :—Wooden Building adjoining Lending 

Branch, 140.
Public Schools (See “Education”).
Public Works ■

Loan for, 146.
Payments to Parliamentary Standing Committee, 9. 

Pullman Cars :—Use of, on Lines, 93. ,
Pupil-teachers .(See “ Education ”).
Pyrmont :— .

Bridge, 45, 251, .
Bridge to Glebe Island, 251, 422.

Quarantine Station :—Bemoval of, 501.
Quarry :—At Bowral for Railway purposes, 177. ,
Queanbeyan :—

Bridge over Murrumbidgee River at Freshford, 82, 234. 
Tramway from Railway Station to Town, 82.
Turalla Reserve, 355. ‘

Quigley (See “Railways”).
Quirindi:—Trucking Yards, 119.
Quit Rents :—Recovery of, 445.
Rabbit Act :—

Assessment under, 67, 180.
Amount due to Consolidated Revenue for Advances, 

355.
Expenditure under, 377.
Receipts and Expenditure under Act, 221.
Repeal of, 30, 206.

Rabbits :—
Destruction of, 244.
Fence between Bourke and Dubbo, 370.
Fence between this Colony and Queensland, 251, 319. 
Provision in Bill to place Infested Districts under 

Stock and Pastures Board, 508. .
Rent of infested Crown Lands, 244.

Racecourse :—Land for at Louth, 364.
Rax, Arthur :—Imprisonment of, 488.
Railways :—

Accident at Coolabah, 225.
Accident at Blackheath, 37.
Accident near Bathurst, 8, 37, 78, 114, 384.
Accident at Farley, 139.
Accident to No. 32, Up-goods Train, 381. 
Accommodation at Woodstock, 57.
Across Shoalhaven River, 459.
Albury Express Trains, 417.
Amount expended out of Loan Act, £3 Vic., for Con

struction of Rolling Stock and Permanent-way, 172. 
Amount paid for Principal and Interest under Act, 31 

Vic. No. 11, 388.
Annual Reports, 127, 166.
Appointment of Quigley, 140, 151, 166.
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Railways (continued):— _ .

Appointment of Engineer-in-Chief, 464.
Approaches to Stations and Platforms, 206.
Ashbury Carriages, 101.
Automatic Brakes for Railway Goods Stock, 188.
Bega to Eden, 43, 301. _
Bourke Flood, Railway Line, 15, 452.
Bourke, Line near, 16, 173.
Brewarrina, Extension to, 44, 107.
Brewarrina to Byrock, 16, 131, 392.
Broken Hill via Wilcannia, 139._
Broken Draw-bar on Goods Train, Granville to Strath- 

field, 302.
Burwood and Ashfield Permanent-way, 229.
Byrock to Bourke, 30.
Carriage of Chilled Meat, 220.
Carriages on Molong, 112.
City, Inquiry Commission, 17.
Commission on Material, 77.
Compensation to Mrs. Logan and Mrs. Heron, 23. 
Compensation to Samuel Lemon, 93.
Conferences of Officers, 245.
Consideration of Policy, 251.
Contractors for Foot-bridge at Redfern Station, 379. 
Contracts for Supply of coal to Department, 344, 369, 

377, 378, 389.
Contract for Winding Clocks and H atches, Great 

Northern Line, 194.
Contract Prices of New Railway Carriages and Motors, 

157.
Cooma, 102.
Cooma to the Victorian Border, 120, 250. _

' Curves on Western Line over Blue Mountains, 57.
Deniliquin to Jerilderie, Jerilderie to Berrigan, and 

Jerilderie to Toeumwal, 418, 481.
Differential Rates, 220.
Distances by various Railway Routes to Coonamble, 193. 
Duplication of Line between Picton and Mittagong, 

477.
. Duplication of Southern Line, 507. _

Edward Morris killed at Orange Station, 460. 
Employees, 43, 77.
Erection of Trucking Yards, Coolabah, 364.
Eveleigh to La Perouse, 120. _
Excursion Trains on Saturdays, 356.
“ Extra Hands,” 340, 344. (3)
Extension of Victorian, from Bairnsdale to New South 

Wales Border, 426.
Free Pass granted to Mr. Henry George, 10.
Free Passes to Bourke, 128.
Free-passes—Regulations made by Commissioners, 376, 

381, 384, 391, 414. .
Free passes to men employed on Extension from Kiama 

to Nowra, 533.
Freights on Agricultural produce, 378.
Galong to Burrowa, 24, 260.
Gangers in Service, 507.
Glebe Island Branch Line, 460.
Glen Innes to Inverell, 36, 538.
Goods at Narrabri Station, 250.
Goods Rates, 66.
Goods Traffic at Glen Innes and Guyra Stations, 36. 
Goulbum to Crookwell, 51, 268.
Government Railways Act, investigations under, 72. 
Gratuity from Commissioners to Pettier Carmichael, 7. 
Gratuities to relatives of men killed in service, 114. 
Guards, 35.
Guards on Suburban Trains, 56.
Gundagai to Tumut Extension, 112, 284.
Inspection of Lines, 199.
Katoomba Station and Overhead Bridge, 187, 331. 
Kelso Station, 36. 
labourers, 57.
Life Insurance in Service, 230.
Light Lines, 91.
Lismore to Ballina, 519.
Loading Stage at Brewongle, 319.
Locomotive Engines indented for October, 1888, 61.

, Locomotives, 86.
Locomotives at Newcastle, Penrith, Bathurst, and 

Goulbum, 172.
Locomotives, Manufacture of, 409, 421, 439, 440, 455, 

532.
Longnose Point, Balmain, 39, 332.
“ Mann” Carr, 477.
Maintenance Men, 231, 240 (~).
Maintenance of Lines by Contractors, 256.
Manly and Pittwater, 447.
Midelton, Mr., Inquiry into case of, 50.
Midelton, Mr., Removal of, from Service, 477-

QUESTIONS (continued)
Railways (continued):—

Molong to Parkes and Forbes, 538.
Mr. Thow, Locomotive Engineer, 245.
Mudgee Extension, 496.
Mus well brook to Cassilis, 37, 207.
New Locomotive Contract, 8.
Northern Express, Goods Train, 251.
North Shore, 267.
Nyngan to Cobar, 343.
Officials imported by Commissioners, 51, 101.
Overhead Bridge at Honeysuckle Point Station, 533.

. Pay to Men for Eight-hour Day, Holiday, 312. 
Premiums offered for best Routes, 214.
Proposed route to Inverell, 234.
Pullman Cars, 93. ' ^
Purchase of Land at Darling Island, 45.
Quarry at Bowral, 177,
Rate for Traction of Coal, 165. - 
Refreshment Rooms, 51.
Refrigerating Trucks, Cool Storage at Stations, 9. 
Refrigerating Trucks, 538.
Removal of Refreshment-room from Mittagong, 179. 
Reserve between Eugowra and Woodstock, 127.^ 
Returns on, between Wellington and Bourke, 471. 
Revenue and Expenditure upon certain Tramways 

and, 378.
Sleeping-cars for Goulburn to Cooma, 369. _
Soundings and Borings between Milson s Point and 

Sydney, 128.
Spark-catchers on Engines, 448.
State Carriages, 451, 488. _
Station-master’s House, Kelso, 146.
Steel Rails, 56.
Steel Hopper Waggons, 105. ■
Survey at Werris Creek Line, 10.
Supply of Coal to Hudson Bros, by Department, 302. 
Supply of Trucks at Molong Station, 446.
Sydney Mail, Supplied to gangers, 355.
Tarago to Braidwood, 9.
Tenders for, 413.
Tenders for Erection of Refreshment Rooms at Moss 

Vale, 302.
Time of arrival of Western Mail Train at Bourke, 446( ). 
Tourist Tickets, Great Northern Line, 215 
Trial Survey of the Blacktown-Blayney Line, 9, 224. 
Trucking Yards, Carcoar, 75.
Trucking Yards, Quirindi, 119.
Trucks for WTool at Bourke, 446.
Urana, 16, 171.
Wagga Wagga to Tumberumba, 8.
Water for, Mittagong, 207.
Werris Creek to Dubbo, 113.
Wollombi and Maitland, 150.
Wool at Railway Stations between Nyngan and Bourke, 

448.-
Randwick :— _

Electric Tramway to Waverley, 151, 440.
Toll-bar, 17, 482. ■
Post Office, 441, '448, 463.

' Tramline, 477. _
Rates :—Paid on Government Buildings, 375.
Ray, James :—Incarceration of in Debtor’s Prison, 2. 
Reclamation Ground :—Smedly’s Point, Manly, 86. 
Recreation Grounds :—For Public Schools, 389. 
Redbourneberry :—Bridge, 29.
Redeern :— _ ^

Contractors for Foot-bridge at station, 379.
Court-house and Police Station, 311. '
Site for Court-house, 17, 311.
Turret Clock for Post Office, 21, 311. _
Removal of Omnibus Stand from Railway Station, 524. 

Reformatory Buildings, &c., Rookwood :—Utilization 
of by Education or Agricultural Department, 464. 

Refractory Ores :—Treatment of, 213.
Refreshment Rooms (See “Railway's”). 
Refrigerating Trucks (See “Railways”).
Regina v. Myers :—Writness in case of, 422. 
Registrar-General’s Office Vacation in, 197. _ 
Registration :—Introduction of Companies Bill, 35. 
Registration of Votes :—Embodiment of, in new 

Electoral Bill, 146.
Regulations (See “Crown Lands”).
Rents (See “Crown Lands”).
Reserve Corps (See “ Military ”).
Reserves :—

And Leasehold Area in Eastern Division, 171. 
Application for Mining Reserves, Parish of Metz, 198. 
Application to Mine on Water, County of Gough, 535. 
Area of Gosford, Population, 279.
Binalong, 59.
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QUESTIONS (continued):—
Reserves (continued):—

Bombala Recreation, 552.
Camping, Parish of Gregra, 92.
Cancellation of Gum Flat, 67.
Cancellation of Yugilbar and Solferino Gold-fields, 405. 
Dawes Point, 45.
For Selection, Richmond River, 16.
GofFs Harbour, 45.
Gold-fields between Forbes and Parkes, 145. 
Katoomba, 173.
Molong District, 8, 173, 388.
Near Mungindi, 301.
Newcastle Pasturage, 205, 206.
Parishes Arakoon, Kinchela, and Kempsey, 45.
Parish of Narrabundah, 55.
Resumed Areas and Pastoral Holdings, 93.
Turalla, Queanbeyan Electorate, 355.
Trespass of Stock on Narrabundah, 365.
Ulladulla, 503.
Water, Parkes Road at Bore-Cabonne, 44.

Resumed Areas (See “ Crown Lands”).
Resumption (See “Crown Lands also “ Roads also 

“ Ferries”; also “Harris Park ”).
Richmond River

Destruction of Wrecks at Entrance, 16.
Engineers and Surveyors for, 75.
Harbour Improvements, 434.
North Arm, Obstructions in, 81.
Population of Electorate, 81.
Reserves for Selection, 16.
South Arm at Casino, 66.
Southern Breakwater at Heads, 551.
Wrecks at Entrance of, 439. .

Richmond and Windsor :—Police Magistrate, 403. 
Ricketson, Mr. :—Rents of Annual Leases, Deniliquin, 

263:
Rifles (See “ Military ”).
Rifle Range :—

Metropolitan, 94, 128, 220, 482, 496, 497, 532.
Moss Vale, 161.
Road across, 209.

Ringbarking :—Crown Lands, Cobar District, 364, 370. 
Ring, Mr. C. A.:—Appointment of, to Land Board, Silver- 

ton, 230.
Riot :—Chowder Bay, 468.
River Banks :—Erosion of, 31.
Roads :—

Across Rifle Range, 209.
Argyle Electorate, 209 (2)'.
Barringun to Bourke, 233.
Bombala to Bondi, 280.
Bourke District, 233.
Bowral to Wombeyan Caves, 207.
Bungendore to Currawang and Collector, 220., 
Bushgrove—Maclean, 263.
Cargo to Canangles, 172.
Compensation for through properties, 463.
Conference of Engineers, 347.
Cook’s River, 328.
Cowra to Glenlogan, 244.
Cumnock to Peak Hill, 56, 93.
Delay in Payments to Contractors, 38.
Dubbo to Peak Hill, 93.
Glebe-Balmain, Wood-blocking of, 45.
Grafton—Yamba, 459.
Gunning District, 65.
Harwood and Chatsworth, 210.
Hillston to Carrathool via Camp Plain, 185, 478. 
Hillston to Carrathool Railway Station, 487.
Inspection and repair of, 215.
Leading to Bridge across Serpentine Channel, Clarence 

River, 363.
Maclean to Coraki, 45, 82.
Macleay and Grafton Office, 166.
Main North via Minimbah to Jerry’s Plains, 149. 
Marked-tree, Gundaroo to Collector, 475, 495. 
Millthorpe to Lucknow via Spring Hill, 188.
Mining for Coal under Plattsburg-Minmi, 272.
Molong to Peak Hill, 187, 215.
Munyabla to Doodle Cooma Railway Station, 45. 
Muswellbrook District, 301, 302.
Nimitybelle, 250, 280.
Old Point Piper, 264.
Opening of, on bank of Deep Creek, 414.
Repair of road between Bourke and North Bourke, 

364.
Resumption of, known as Ewing’s Survey, 81.

QUESTIONS (continued):—
Roads (continued):—

Rouchell to Scone through Segenhoe Estate, 496. 
Taemas Bridge to The Mullion, 65.
Through E. Howell’s laud at North Lismore, 488. 
Upper Camden Haven, 172.

Roberts, Colonel :—Official position in England, 539. 
“Rodondo, ” S.S. :—Manning of, 324, 328.
Rods and Tubes :—Prices of Well-boring, 223. 
Rolling Stock (See “Railways”).
Rookwood :—

Agricultural Farm, 161.
Agricultural Farm and College, 186.
Reformatory Building and Grounds, 464.

Roselle Bay :—Reclamation of, 245.
Rossiville Estate :—Purchase of, 85.
Rouchell :—Road to Scone through Segenhoe Estate, 

.496.
Rust in Wheat :—

Experiments by Farmers, 50.
Remedies for, 36, 50.

Rydalmere :—Bridge over Parramatta River at, 528. 
Ryde :—Mr. C. E. Jeanneret, Licensing Magistrate, 22. 
San Francisco :—Mail Service, 311, 315.
San Souci :—Contract of Mr. McSweeney, 378. 
Sassafras (See “Parks”; also “Tanks”).
Saunders :—Fatal Accident to man named, 166.
Savings Bank Act :—Lending powers of Trustee, 422. 
Schools of Arts :—

Grants to, 187.
Copeland, 513, 552.

Scone :—
Conveyance of Mails from Railway Station, 158.
Road from Rouchell through Segenhoe Estate, 496. 

Scripture Lessons :—In Public Schools, 229.
“ Scrub” :—Under Crown Lands Acts, 370.
Seed Wheat :—Supplied to Farmers, 10.
Segenhoe Estate :—Road through, from Rouchell to 

Scone, 496.
Semmes, Mr. (See “ Mining ”).
Semmington, Constable :—Case of, 264.
Serpentine Creek, Clarence River :—Road leading 

to Bridge over, 363.
Seven Oaks, Macleay River :—Drainage Union, 376. 
Sewerage :—•

Employees under Board of AVater and, 365, 392. 
Assessment of Churches, &c., by Board, 488. 
Repayment by Municipalities of Cost of AVorks, 497. 

Shaw, Francis Leslie :—Prosecution of, 255.
Shea’s Creek :—Extension of Canal, 132.
Shearing Agreements :—Breaches of, 343.
Shearers’ Union :—Imprisonment of Arthur Rae, 

Secretary, 488.
Sheep :—

Receipts and Disbursements of Fund, 98, 244, 267, 383. 
AA'orms in, 37.

Sheriff’s Officer (See “Administration of Justice”). 
Shoalhaven River :—Railway across, 459. 
Show-ground :—Cowra, 57.
Silverton :—

Appointment of Mr. C. A. Ring to Land Board, 230. 
Mineral lease application made by A. Horthun, 198. 

Slater, Constable H. A. :—Allowance to, 312, 389. 
Sleeping Cars (See “Railways”).
Small Debts Courts :—In Country Districts, 78.
Small Debts Court At Yantabulla, 365.
Smedley’s Point, Manly :—Recreation Ground, 86. 
Snow Leases :—Maps of, 551.
Snowy River :—Langhorn’s crossing, 468.
Solferino Goldfield :—Cancellation of Reserves at 

Yugilbar and, 405.
Soundings and Borings (See “Railways”).
South Australia :—Chinese Immigration to, 539.
South Bulli Mine :—

Check Inspector’s Report, 259.
Ventilation of, 250.

Spark Catchers (See “ Railways ”). .
Special Areas (See “ Crown Lands ”).
Special Castings Tender of D. and R. Bradford for, 

478. .
Special Constables :—Government Officials enrolled as, 

351, 403.
Special Grants :—To Fire Brigades, 234.
Spit Ferry Traffic across, 165.
Sportsman’s Creek :—Dredge for, at Clarence River, 381. 
Springwood Sassafras Park, 78.
Stafford, Albert :—Irrigation Lease at Narrabri, 107. 
Star Leases :—Cancellation of, 35.
State Carriages (See “Railways”).
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QUESTIONS (continued)
State House :—Erection, 441.
Statuahy :—Purchase of, from Mr. Oscar Meyer, 136. 
Steamer (See “Murray River”).
Steel Hopper Waggons (See “Railways”).
Steel Point Battery :—

Guns at, 504.
Papers relating to, 532.

Steel Rails (See “ Railways ”). _ _ _
Stephen v. Erwin :—Matter of, in Equity, 97.
Stock :—

Amendment of Diseases in Stock Acts, 496.
Board Examiners and Inspectors, 186.
Cattle-driving through the Suburbs, 225, 311.
Cows suffering from Tuberculosis, 98.
Pine imposed on Matthew Bevan, under Act, 240. 
Issue of permits by Justices of the Peace, 150.
Losses in Bourke and Walgett Districts, 50.
Merriwa Board, 249.
Receipts and Disbursements of Sheep Fund, 98, 244, 267, 

383. .
Removal of Quarantine Station, 501. _
Route between Dandaloo and Condobolin, 180.
Trespass on Narrabunda Reserve, 365.
Trucking to Glebe Island Abattoirs, 332. 
Trucking-yards, Carcoar, 75.
Trucking-yards, Quirindi, 119.
Worms in Sheep, 37.

Stockton :—Areas of land alienated, 340.
Strike (See “ Labour Strike ”).
St. Leonards :—Amalgamation of Boroughs, 149, 188. 
Submarine Buildings (See “Military”).
Suburban Trains (See “ Railways ”).
Suburbs :—Ferry Traffic between Sydney and, 403. 
Sunday Amusements :—Advertisements of, 343.
Sunny Corner :—Water Supply, 22.
Superannuation Fund :—

Amount of and Subsidy to, 37.
Pensions and Pensioners, 37.
Return Ordered by House, 422.

Surveying :—Lecturer for University, 111. 
Sussex-street Riot :—Man named Ella arrested for 

complicity in, 150. _
Sutton Forest -Governor’s residence at Hill View, 392. 
Swanbrook Creek Tank on road to Inverell, 146. 
Swansee :—Court of Petty Sessions at, 389.
Sydenham Mining Exhibition :—

Character of, 30.
Payments to Mr. Oscar Meyer, 9, 22.

Sydney :—
Ferry Traffic to Suburbs, 403.
Pilotage Service, 225, 250, 508. _

Sydney Common :—Proclamation dedicating, 146. 
Sydney Harbour :—Erection of Baths, 221.
Sydney Hospital:—Erection of, 230, 376.
Sydney Mail .-—Copies supplied to gangers on railways, 

355. .
Sydney Mint :—Coinage of Silver, 206.
Sydney University :—

Endowments, Students and tutorial assistance, 240. 
Leave of Absence to Professors, &c., 219.
Lecturer on Surveying, 111.
School of Veterinary Surgery and Medicine, 16. 
Students, Professors, and Demonstrators, 194. .

Taemas Bridge :—Road to the Mullion, 65.
Tambar Springs :—Police Force at, 519.
Tamworth :—

Clerk of Petty Sessions for, 285.
Removal of Land Board Offices to Narrabri, 378. 
Warden for the district, 285.

Tanks (See also “Water Conservation”) :—■ 
Between Swanbrook Creek and Inverell, 146.
Erection of at Sassafras Public School, 508.
Molong Town Common, 404.
Site for at Grong Grong, 38.
Site for at Yerong Creek, 39.

Tarago :—Railway to Braidwood, 9.
Tarrabong Creek :—Bridge over, near Goodooga, 364. 
Tatham :—Telegraph Communication, 508.
Teachers (See “Education”).
Technical Schools (See “Education”).
Telegraphs:—

And Post Office, Cargo, 538.
And Post Office, Cooranbong, 334.
And Post Office, Cowra, 468.
And Post Office, Crookwell, 185.
And Post Office, Cummoek, 172.
And Post Office, Forbes, 478.

QUESTIONS (continued) .—
Telegraphs (continued):—

Cable Service, 180.
Charge for Telegrams, 214.
Clerks in Sydney Office, 513.
Clock for Leichhardt Office, 331.
Communication on Darling River during Floods, 113. 
Communication with Tatham, 508.
Cooma to Berridale, 315 
Danger of Wires, Pitt-street Fire, 460.
Iron Poles, 91.
Master at Yetman, 305.
Messenger Drew, 426. _
Messrs. Cracknell, Wilson, and Hipsley, 60.
Molong to Cumnock—Cumnock to Peak Hill, 43.
Mr. Cracknell, Salary and Allowances, 98.
Office at Annandale, 78.
Press Telegrams, 230.
Reorganisation of Postal Department and, 427. -
Report of Civil Service Commission on Department, 256 

425.
School of Instruction, 447.
Wire, 91. , .

Telegraphy :—School of, in connection with Technical 
College, 447.

Telephones :—
Between Brewongle and O’Connell, 22.
Western Electric Instruments, 263.

Theatres, &c. Introduction of Bill to make better 
provision for safety of, 456.

Thirlmere :—Cemetery, 106.
Thompson & Giles, Messrs. Land resumed from, 286. 
Thow, Mr., Locomotive Engineer Visit to England, 

245. .
Tidal Waters :—Closed against net-fishing, 533.
Tingha :—Rent paid on Mineral Leases, 224.
Tintaldra :—Bridge over Murray River, 8, 323.
Tobacco :— _ ,

Sale of, without a license, 206.
Cultivation of, 404. _

Tocumwall :—Railway from Jerilderie, 418, 481.
Tolls :—

On Ferries, 452.
Randwick, 17, 482.

Topper, William :—Expenses as Crown witness, 162.
“ Totalisator” The Use in City, and Legalising of, 

417.
Tourist Tickets :—Great Northern Line, 215. ■
Town Halls :—Grants for Sites for, 463.
Townships Allotments (See “Crown Lands”). 
Trade-marks Act :—■

Bill to Amend, 504.
Registration under, 446.

Trades Hall For Newcastle, 271.
Tramways :—

Ashfield to Druitt Town, 478.
City and Suburban, 179.
Contract prices of new Motors, 157, 171.
Electric, between Waverley and Randwick, 151, 440. 
Employees, 43.
Extension Five Dock to Mortlake, 434.
Extension of Bondi, 61.
Extension of North Shore Cable, 71.
Extension to Balmain, 179.
Extensions, Newcastle District, 93.
Extension, Forest Lodge to Balmain, 392, 404.
Fares to Bondi and Coogee, 206.
Fees paid in Leasing Commission, 497.
Gratuities to relatives of men killed in Service, 114. 
Net profit or loss on, for year ended 30th June, 1890, 

323.
Randwick, Waverley, Woollahra, and Bondi, 477. 
Railway Station to Town of Queanbeyan, 82.
Revenue and Expenditure upon certain railways and 

378. .
Watches and Overcoats for Officers, 94.
Waiting-rooms, 105.

Transfer of Shares :—Probate Revenue, 112. 
Travelling Allowance In Police Department, 305. 
Treasury Bills :—Extinction of Deficit, 150.
Treasury Department :—Report of Commission, 533. 
Trial Bay:—

Construction of Breakwater, 194, 245.
Cost of Jetty, 260.
Prison W orks, 245. - ’

Trial Surveys (See “Railways”).
Tripp, Benjamin :—Fines paid by, 283.
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Trout Fry :—In Snowy and Umaralla Rivers, 111. 
Trucking Yards (See “ Railways”).
Trucks (See “Railways”).
Tuberculosis Cows suffering from, 98.
Tubes and Rods Prices of Well-boring, 223.
Tucker, Charles, Jun. :—Conditional Purchase at 

Forbes, 30. . ,
Tucker, Mrs. Compensation to, by Lands Depart

ment, 36.
Tumberumba :—Railway from Wagga Wagga, 8.
Tumut

Crown Lands in Electorate, 279, 285.
Railway Extension from Gundagai, 112, 284.

Turalla :—Reserve, Queanbeyan Electorate, 355. 
Turret Clock Post Office, Redfern, 21.

QUESTIONS (continued):—
Tweed, The Traffic on River, 112.
Typhoid Fever :—

■Prevalence of, in Eastern Suburbs, 23.
Registration of Cases, 21. .

Ulladulla :—Recreation Reserve, 503.
Unemployed, The (See also “ Free Labour Bureau”), 

Employment of, at Bourke, 31.
Mr. R. J. Oliver, 66.
Railway, pass, granted to Mr. R. J. Oliver, 66. 
Resolutions passed at meeting, and deputation to 

Colonial Secretary, 30.
University (See “ Sydney University ”).
Uralla :—Lock-up, 128.
Urana :—

Canal from Murrumbidgee River to Lake, 478.
Railway to, 16, 171.

Vaccine Specific Use of M. Pasteur’s, 39.
Vale Creek :—Bridge over, at Perth, 9.
Veterinary Surgery School of, 16.
Victoria :—Amalgamation of Boroughs, 149, 188. 
Victoria Park :—Formation of Bowling Green, 497. 
Victoria Wharf Resumption of, 435.
Victorian Border Railway from Cooma, 120, 250. 
Vine and Fruit Diseases Introduction of Bill, 8. 
Vineyards :—Infected by Phylloxera, 145.
Volunteer Force (See “Military”).
Volunteer Land Orders :—Applications for Special 

Areas under, 185.
Wagga Wagga :—

Borough Council, 195.
Railway to Tumberumba, 8.

Waiters :—Government Employees engaged as, 102. 
Waiting-rooms (See “Tramways”).
Walgett

Abandoned Runs in Land District, 507.
Losses of Stock in District, 50.

Wanaaring :—Water Supply between, and Louth, 365. 
Watches and Overcoats (See “Tramways”).
Water Conservation :—.

' Artesian Bore at Hay, 24.
Artesian Bore, Deniliquin to Moama Road, 496. 
Artesian Bores on Angledool—Collarendabri Road, 15, 

132. • . ’
Introduction of Bill to deal with, and Irrigation, 250. 
Lake Cudgellico, 186.
Letter of Mr. J. P. Abbott in reference to Bores for 

Water, 97.
Premises occupied by Department, 504.
Tanks and Dams, 15.

• Works, Lake Cudgellico, 478.
Water Supply

Artesian Water, Yellow Water-holes, 200.
Assessment of Churches, &c., by Board, 488.

' Between Wanaaring and Louth, 365.
Byrock and Coolabah, 364.
Cobar, 78.
Dam at Costigan’s, Yerong Creek, 186, 199.
Employees under Water and Sewerage Board, 365, 392, 
Hillgrove, 351.
Junee, 417.
Manly, 72.
Potts’ Hill, 538.

■ Repayment by Municipalities of cost of Works, 497. 
Reserve Parkes Road at Bore-Cabonne, 44.
Site for Tank at Grong Grong, 38. .
Site for Tank at Yerong Creek, 39.

■ Sunny Corner and Wattle Flat, 22.
Tank between Swanbrook Creek and Inverell, 146 
Tank, Sassafras Public School, 508.

QUESTIONS (continued)
Wattle :—Cultivation of, 93.
Wattle Flat:—Water Supply, 22.
Watts, Mr. :—Clerk of Petty Sessions, Braidwood, 73 
Waverley:—

Electric Tramway to Randwick, 151, 440.
Tramline, 477.

Webster, William C,:—Employment of, in the Supreme 
Court, 285, 297, 323, 331.

Weights and Measures Act :—Inspection of Weights 
in Mines, 284.

Weir :—At Hillston, on Lachlan River, 185, 487. 
Wellington :—Returns on Railways between Bourke 

and, 471.
Werris Creek :—

Railway to Dubbo, 113. ■
Survey of Railway Line, 10.

Westbury Atha, v. Olsund:—Case of, 113.
West Maitland :—Flood Embankments, 29.
Western Division (See “Crown Lands”).
Western Electric Instruments (See Telephones ”). 
Wharfs :—

Erection of, at Oxley Island, Manning River, 22, 209. 
Iron, Darling Harbour, 188.
Lifebuoys and Lines on Jetties and, 435 
Moama, 129, 200, 264.
Resumption of Victoria, 435.

Wheat (See also “Seed-wheat”):__
Rust in, 36, 50.

White Bay, Balmain :—Reclamation of, 57, 404, 446. 
Whitton v. White Case of, 198.
Wife Maintenance :—Confinees in Darlinghurst Gao 

for, 369.
Wilbertree :—Bridge, 921 
Wilberforce :—Common, 115.
Wilcannia :—Conveyance of Mails over Tallywalka 

Creek, 102.
Willoughby:—-Cancellation of land from dedication, 

parish of, 388.
Wilson, Mr. :—Salary and Allowances, 60.
Windang Island :—Right to mine on, 157.
Windred, Mr. J., J.P. :—Complaints against Postal 

Department, 298.
Windsor and Richmond :—Police Magistrate for, 403 
WTre (See “Telegraphs”).
WYre Netting :—Duty on, 178.
Wise, Mr. :—Engagement of, for Crown before Land 

Court, 441, 447.
Wollombi :—Railway to Maitland, 150.
Wollongong Harbour Trust :—Expenditure of State 

subsidy, 195.
VrOLST£NCRAFT, E. (See “Crown Lands,” also “Crow’s • 

Nest”).
Wombeyan Caves :—Road from Bowral, 207.
WOMEN :—Imprisoned for Debt, 243.
Wood-blocking :—Glebe-Balmain Road, 45.
Woods :—Protection of Ironwood and Buddah, 364. 
Woodstock :—

Railway Accommodation, 57.
Reserve for Railway Purposes, 127.
Sale of Town Allotments, 251.
Township Allotments, 57.

Wool :—At Railway Stations, between Nyngan and 
Bourke, 448.

Woollahra :—Tramline, 477.
Worms in Sheep :—Symptoms of, and Remedy for, 37. 
Wrecks :—Destruction of, at entrance of Richmond 

River, 16.
Yamba :—Road from Grafton, 459.
Yugilbar :—Cancellation of Reserves, and on Solferino 

Goldfields, 405.
Yantabulla :—Small Debts Court, 365.
Yellow Waterholes :—Artesian Bore, 129, 200.
Yerong Creek :—

Bridge near Costigan’s, 93.
Dam in, 186, 199.
Site for Tank, 39.

Yetman :—Telegraph-master at, 305.
Young Wallsend Colliery :—Explosion of Fire Damp 

in, 250.
Yowendah and Euroka Runs :—Survey of land on, 

340.
Yugilbah Pastoral Holdings :—Decision elf Land 

Court, 533.



liv INDEX.

BEFERENCES TO THE TOTES AUD PROCEEDINGS, TOD. I—14TH PARLIAMENT—SESSION 1890. PAPERS.

Mr.

R

BABBMotioInL™d" (Mr. BrunTcer) for Committee of the Whole, 298;
House in Committee, resolution agreed to. Bill presented, and lead 1,338, Order ot the Hay 
postponed 519, 524; Standing Orders suspended, 524 ; Read 2 , committed, reported with 
amendments, report adopted, 536 ; Read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 541; Returned with

Mr £Xman proceeding to move, without notice, that the Government should now introduce the 
BUI before any othegr business, and before the rising of the House. Point of Order,-; That 
as Sessional Order in reference to new business after 11 o’clock was not rescinded until after 
that hour in this sitting, such Order still operated to end of sitting, -ruled against, 
Speaker also ruled that motion could not be put without notice, unless by consent, 337.

EABBAd1o^nment moved to call attention to necessity of dealing with quefion. W 222.
Progress Report of Royal Commission into extermination of, laid on lable, 32 ....................

Expenditure :—
Return showing annual, at present time, laid on fable, .............................................................

ATVTirnT) OF DESTROYING, ON THE TERRAWYNNIA HOLDING . _ ^ , m on
Motion made (Mr. Dickens) for report respecting, 87 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 94 ,

Npetifion presented from certain Owners of Stock in the Cooma District for repeal of, 121 .
"Rtp'f'tpts and Expenditure under the .A.ct . _ , . _ rn 1-1Motion made (Mr. J. P. Abbott) for return of, 107 ; Return to Order laid on Table, 379...,

281; Order.of Die Day postponed,

......LP„t.. cArnimto,— — —

do 30th June, 1890, 216 ....................................
P) do 30th September, 1890, 414 ...........................

Annual Report of Commissioners for the year ending 30th June, 1890, laid on Table, 273,
ACReportToe'BBrZfTnqu^v, laid on Tabic, 52; Report in substitution, laid on Table, 68

Motion made {Mr Crick) for papers in connection with, 83 ; Return to Order, laid on Table, 87 
Adjournment moved in reference to accident at Bathurst and other accidents; also tramway

PaperT&c^re^cting charges made by Railway Commissioners and others

Panels'kid ^Tabl^fjfr.' McMillan), and motion made, that they be printed. Point of Order :-r 
%hat napers “eflecled upon the conduct of a Member of, and referred to a Debate m, the 

Honw^" Speaker ruled that they should not be presented; Papers and motion with-

Eurther'eorresponclence respecting, laid on Table ; motion mute (Mr. McMillan) that document 
be printed Point 0/ Oder That papers were, equally with papers presented on 
previous occasion, such as should not be laid on the Table” j ruled agamst by Mr. Speaker;
motion carried, 272-3 .......................... ............................................

Accident at Coolabah
Report of Board of Inquiry, laid on Table, .........................................

Accident at Earley Station ; —
Report of Board of Inquiry on, laid on Table, 141 ............. .............

Additional Works and Conveniences at Newtown
Notification of resumption of land, laid on Table, 3o8.......................

ARepoT^^^ traffic’410

BjMotion’made (M^^roaorree) that the increasing importance of that suburb demanded the 

construction of, 261.
BR^ort brM^Blprice, Temporary Examiner on, in connection with the line from Lismore to 

the Tweed, 485
Blacktown AND Blatoey ^ ,rial Survey with a view to construction of, and Debate

372, 4D5, 428, 441; Debate resumed,
House counted out, 521.

Byrock to Brewarrina: k
Report l^thtlsSnt-Exami’ner ofnpublic’ WorksProposaisupon'the'proposed branch line, 

*1 • i_QQO .... ........................................................................... *....... *"MotionnSde^(Jfr.*W^id</eW) in favour of construction of, amendment proposed (Mr. to
motion maue ^ „ -r-- amendment and motion negatived, 405-6.refer subject to Public Works Committee; 

City of Sydney"copv of Royal Commission appointing certain gentlemen to inquire into the several proposals for 
extending accommodation into, laid on Table, 17..................................................................

^'petition preluded for construction of and for harbour improvements, 25.....
Coal Contracts :—

Return respecting for 1890, laid on Table, 34o .................................................
^°Motion made "(Mr. Bruce Smith) to refer to Public Works Committee, 555.

• Examiner of Public Works Proposals on, laid on Table,Colo Valley : .
Report by Mr. E. B. Price, Temporary .

449 ................................................................................... ..........
CTlurlfshowing gross returns from date of opening to 31st May, 1890, laid on Table, 272
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RAILWAYS (continued) :—
Connecting^ Towns with Existing Lines :—

Motion made (Mr. Waddell) to refer to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
where trial surveys have been made, and negatived, 147.

Construction of Locomotives in the Colony :—
Motion made (Mr. Lyne), for papers in connection with letting of contracts, 46.

Conveyance oe Coal :— .
Return respecting, laid on Table, 166 ....................................................................................................................

COOTAMUNDBA TO TeMORA (See also “ COOTAMUNDRA TO TEMORA RAILWAY Bill”)
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plans of the Parliamentary 

Standing Committee on Public Works, laid on Table, 32 ; motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith)
that work be carried out, 116 ...................................... ..................................................................................

Culcaibn to Corowa (See also “ Culcairn to Corowa Railway Bill”) —
Motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith) that work be carried out, 40.

Differential Rates :—
Motion made (Mr. John Wilkinson) against present system of, and by leave withdrawn, 353 

Duplicating the Southern Line of Ralway :—
Conditions, specifications, &c., of the contracts for, laid on Table, 553 .....................................................

Extension in the Northern Districts of the Colony:— ■
Report of the Assistant Examiners of Public Works proposals, laid on Table, 319..........................

Employees :—
Petition presented in reference to dismissal and giving of their work to public contract, and

praying for an inquiry, 325 ..................................................................................................:.....................
G-along to Burrowa :—

Report by Mr. P. Searr, Temporary Examiner of Public Works; proposals on,laid on Table, 555. 
Glen Innes and Guyra :—

Eurther Return respecting quantity of goods carried during 1889, laid on Table, 39..................... .
Glen Innes to Inverell :—

Motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith) to rpfer to Public Works Committee, 555.
Goulburn to Crookwell (See also “ Goulburn to Crookwell Railway Bill”) :—

Motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith) that work be carried out, 40.
Grafton to the Tweed (See also “Grafton to the Tweed Railway Bill”) :—

Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plans from the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Public Works, 25 ; motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith) that work be

• carried out, 125 ....................................................................................................................................................
Guyra to Inverell :—

Petition presented from residents of Ollera, Wandsworth, Tenterden, &e., in favour of route, and
praying that it may be submitted to the Works Committee, 479..........................................................

Guyra to Glen Innes and Inverell, &c. :—
Motion made (Mr. Cruickshank) for return of all goods traffic for last five years, 510.

Hornsby to St. Leonards :—
Petition presented from residents of Districts in favour of, 25.......................................................................

Kiama to Nowra (See also “ Kiama to Nowra Railway Bill”) :—
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plans from the Parliamentary 

Standing Committee on Public Works, laid on Table, 25; motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith)
that work be carried out, 116 .................................................................. ......................................................

Petition presented from Residents and Freeholders, Nowra, against as proposed, 152..........................
Motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith) to refer matter of Extension of, into town of Nowra, to the 

Public Works Committee, 555.
Light Lines:— .

Return respecting, laid on Table, 269 ......................................................................... ...........................................
Lismore to the Tweed : —

Petition presented from Railway League, Casino, in favour of construction of, 52 ..............................
Locomotive Works in the Colony :—

Correspondence respecting establishment of, laid on Table, 17...... .................................................................
Marrickville to the Burwood Road (See also “ Marbickville to Burwood Road Railway 

Bill”; also “Marrickville to Burwood Road Railway Bill (No. 2)” :—
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plans from the Parliamentary 

Standing Committee on Public Works, laid on Table, 25; motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith)
that work be carried out, 117 •.........................................................................................................................

Meadow Bank Platform :— ..........
Notification of resumption of land under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 390 ...................................

Merchandise and Live Stock Rates :—
Adjournment moved to discuss, 247.

Molong to Parkes and Forbes (See also “Molong to Parkes and Forbes Railway Bill”):— 
Report together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plan from Parliamentary Standing 

Committee on Public Works, laid on Table, 87 ; motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith) that work 
be carried out; amendment moved (Mr. Wright) to resubmit to Parliamentary Committee
on Public Works, and negatived; Original Motion passed, 137-8 .....................................................

Petition presented from inhabitants of Cudal against recommendation of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Public Works, 103..................................................................................................

Petition presented from residents of Canowindra District in favour of route via Cowra, 103 ............
Petition presented from residents of Forbes and surrounding districts against carrying out pending

Report on Extension from Cowra or Woodstock to Forbes, 124.........................................................
Petition presented from residents of Eugowra and surrounding districts against carrying out,

pending Report on Extension from Cowra or Woodstock to Forbes, 124.........................................
Moss Yale to Robertson :— ........

Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plans from the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Public Works, laid on Table, 25.......................................................................

Mr. Willis and Commissioners :— ' '
Adjournment moved to deal with matter of, 239.

Mudgee to Gulgong:— * '
Report together with Minntes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plans, from the Parliamentary

Standing Committee on Public Works, laid on Table, 68............................................................................
New England to the Coast:— . ............

Petition, Residents of New England and district west of Inverell, in favour of a line to the coast, 
and praying that lines Inverell to Guyra and Guyra to Grafton be referred to the Public 
Works Committee at the same time as the Glen Innes and Inverell line is considered, 434 ...
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PAGE,

1077

S59

1057

1003

1127

997

1079

299

1131

1111

205
1123

1071 

' 1115 

1023

505

561

607

1117
1121

1119

1183

1255

1129
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RAILWAYS {continued)

North Coast :— _
Motion {Mr. Vivian) to carry out being proceeded with, and House counted out, 121.

Nyngan to Cobar (See also Nyngan to Cobab Railway Bill”) :— _
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plans from the Parliamentary 

Standing Committee on Public Works, laid on Table, 25 ; motion made {Mr. Bruce Smith)

YOL. PAGE.

6 i
Officers engaged in England by Commissioners

5 1087
Platform at or near Ourimbah Creek :— _

Motion made {Mr. Edmunds) for papers relating to, 111; Return to Order, laid on Table, 257 ... 
Pullman Cars :—

Motion made {Mr. Crick) for Papers relating to use of, 103; Return to Order, laid on Table, 158. 
Railway to connect North Shore Railway with Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point:—_ 

Motion made {Mr Bruce Smith) to remit to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public 
Works, 40-41; Second Report brought up, 273 ; motion made {Mr. Bruce Smith) that

5

5

6

1091

1031

955
Recent Disasters :— _ _

Adjournment moved {Mr. O’ Sullivan) in reference to necessity of more formal inquiry, 53. 
Southern Express :—

Return showing the time of arrival at Sydney and Adbury, from 1st January to 31st October,
5 1089

Tarago to Braidwood : —
Motion made {Mr. Ryrie) to submit to Public Works Committee, 241.

Teralba and Adamstown:—
5 1083

Thirlmere Accident:—
5 985

Wagga Wagga to Tumberumba:—
5 1001

Walgett:—
5 1125

Widening Line from Sydney to Eyeleigh :—
5 1135

RANDWICK TOLL-BAR ABOLITION BILL:— '
Motion made {Mr. Alfred Allen) for leave to bring in, 46.

RATES (See “TELEGRAPHS;” also “PILOTAGE RATES”).
RAY, CASE OE (See “ADMINISTRATION OE JUSTICE”). '
RAY, J. J. (See “CROWN LANDS”)
REAL PROPERTY ACT

8 697
RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE (See “FINANCE”).
RECLAMATION (See “RESUMPTION OF LAND”).
RECREATION, PUBLIC (See “RESUMPTION OF LANDS”; also “ CROWN LANDS”). 
REDHEAD COAL-MINE RAILWAY ACT AMENDING BILL :—

Assent reported, 2.
REDUCTION OP COST OP LITIGATION BILL :—

Motion made {Mr. Walker) for leave to bring in, presented, and read 1°, 181; Order of the Day 
postponed, 422 ; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, 554-5 ... 

REFRESHMENT COMMITTEE :—
Sessional Order passed, 12.

REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT:—
2 353

Motion made {Mr. Crick) for Select Committee to inquire into the working of, and negatived 
. 303.

REGULATIONS :—
Laid on Table :—

3 801,803
4[ 631,633, 635, 

637, 639 
“37, 395

4 207,217
7 1001
5 465
3 845
8 731
7 1003
7 173,175,179, 185 

*337
REMISSION OF PENALTIES BILL:—

Received from Legislative Council, and on motion (Mr. Gould) read 1°, 222 ; Motion made for 
second reading. Point of Order, that the provisions of the Bill, were not covered by the Title 
ruled against by Mr. Speaker, 265 ; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report 
adopted, 265 ; read 3°, passed, and returned to Council, 277; assent reported, 286.

Petition presented from certain persons connected with the Grand Lodge of the Royal Orange
3 861

RENTS (See “CROWN RENTS BILL;” also “DISTRESS FOR RENT ABOLITION BILL;”
also “CROWN LANDS”).

REPORTS:—
Laid on Table :—

4 797
5 i
5 313
2 493
8 241
3 681
8 47

217
2 527

Minister of Public Instruction for 1889, 39 ...................... .. ............................................................... 7 651
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REPORTS {continued) :—

Eaid on Table {continued) :— .
7 999
2 213 .
7 617
7 643
5 65
5 967
7 171
2 353
8 245

' Outbreak of Typhoid Eever at Waverley and Randwick, by J. Ashburton Thompson, M.D., D.P.H.,
260 .............................. ................................................................................................................. 2 507

7 259
5 925
5 891
5 899
5 907
5 915

Do on proposed branch line from "Wagga Wagga to Tumberumba, 17........... 5
5

1001
823

Seventh under the Inscribed Stock Act on the Creation, Inscription, and Issue of Stock, 17.......... 3
7

177
945

7 917
2 501
2 567
2 231
7 197
7 1051
3 653
2 207
5 971
7 335
2 533
8 131
7 269
7 453
3 683
5 333
5 985

Honorable B. Burdett Smith, M.L.C., Executive Commissioner for the Centennial International
8 161
7 937
3 1

■ Board to inquire into Pyrmont Bridge, (Hebe Island Bridge, and line of Tramway to Balmain, 312 
Bailway Extension in the Northern Districts—by Assistant Examiners of Public Works proposals.

5

5

1019

1003
7 961
5 811

Tenth and Final, of Committee of Management on Technological, Industrial, and Sanitary Museum,
7 879
8 423
5
2 581

Board of Health, on deposit of garbage in the Borough of Redfern, on a site for building purposes, 
379 ............................................................................................................................................................. 2 603

7 167
Bailway from Byrock to Brewarrina, from Assistant Examiner of Public Works, proposals upon

5 993
Drainage on Swamps in the Macleay Biver District {not printed), 392.
Alternative Eailway Boutes for relieving congestion of traffic on Great Western Line, by Mr. E

5 1045
4 1

Public Service Inquiry Commission upon the G-eneral Post Office, Money Order Office, and tht
2 281

Colo Yalley Bailway, by Mr. E. B. Price, Temporary Examiner of Public Works Proposals, 449.. 
Italian Settlement at the Bichmond Biver, known as “New Italy,” by Director-General o

5

5

995

59
5 773

Improvement of the Brunswick Biver, by Mr. E. B. Price, Temporary Examiner of Public Work 3
7 169
8 257

Proposed Branch Railway to Ballina, in connection with line from Lismore to the Tweed, by Mr
5 991

Inspector-General of Police on occurrences coming specially under the notice of the Police during
7 627
2 551
5 801
5 997

.From Standing- Orders Committee:—
. 1 737

From Select Committee :—
. 2 153
. 2 175
. 2 199
. 2 123
. 2 83
. 2 167
. 2 39

Borough of Willoughby Naming Bill, 195............................................................. ......................................... . 2 69
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BEPORTS {continued) :—
Wagga Wagga Cattle Sale-yards Bill, 251........................................................................... .................
Tumut School of Arts Site Sale Bill, 298 ..........................................................................................
Mrs. Cunynghame, late Superintendent of Macquarie-street Asylum for Infirm and Destitute,

Parramatta, 328.............................................................. .........................................................
Conditional Purchases of C. H. Thatcher, Eorbes Land District, 328..................................................
MTlveen and Clift’s Conditional Purchases, 341 ....... .............................................................
Australian Banking Company of Sydney Bill, 358, 486 (Second)................................. ........
Mr. Manning, Chairman of Licensing Bench at Ryde, 369 .................................................................
Claim of Mr. E. K. Grace to Crown Lands adjoining Grungahleen Estate, 373...... . ...
Blayney Municipal Council Enabling Bill, 389 .......... ...............................................................
Calaghan’s Conditional Purchases, Braidwood and Queanbeyan, 399 ......................... ' .................
Elizabeth Ann Cartwright’s Additional Conditional Purchases, 415 ... .....................
Borough of Newcastle Electric Lighting Bill (No. 2), 428. ................................................
Hay and Deniliquin Tramway Bill, 434.............................................. ..........................................
Forfeiture of Henry Crowe’s Conditional Purchase, County of Harden, 519 .............. !"...........
Adelaide Jubilee International Exhibition, 520 ........ ... ....... ...........................
Claims of William Tom, James Tom, and J. H. A. Lister as tbe first Discove’rers of Gold in

Australia, 540.................................................................................................................................
Ryan’s Conditional Purchases at Wagga Wagga, 268, 540 (Second)......................  '...
Conveyance of Mails to and from General Post Office, 553 .......................................... ".
Management of the Orange Hospital (Special), 553 ...........................................................................
Hay Athenaeum Trustees Enabling Bill, 553 ............................. ......................................... ’

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Woeks :—
General, 25 ....... .................................................. .....................................................................
Proposed Breakwater at Byron Bay, 25 ..............................................................................................
Proposed Bridge over the Hunter River at Jerry’s Plains, 25 ............................... '.....................
Proposed Bridge over Tarban Creek, Parramatta River, 25 .................................................................
Proposed Bridge to connect Bullock Island with the Mainland at Newcastle, 32..............................
Proposed Dredge and Plant for Sydney Harbour, 25........................................................................
Proposed Extension of Sydney Water Supply to Southern Suburbs—Hurstville and Rockdale, 25.
Proposed Improvements to the Entrance of the Clarence River, 25 ..............................................
Proposed Offices for Board of Water Supply and Sewerage, 25...................................... ’.............
Proposed Railway from Cootamundra to Temora, 32 ..................................................... ...
Proposed Railway from Grafton to The Tweed, 25 ..............................................................................
Proposed Railway from Kiama to Nowra, 25........................................................................................
Proposed Railway from Marrickville to the Burwood Road, 25...................1"""”!!!”"”!!” ”. "!!
Proposed Railway from Moss Vale to Robertson, 25 ..........................................................................
Proposed Railway from Mudgee to Gulgong, 68 ................................................................................
Proposed Railway from Nyngan to Cobar, 25.......................................................................................
Proposed Reticulation of the Western Suburbs Drainage Scheme, 25............................. .
Railway from Molong to Parkes and Eorbes, 87 .......................................................... ...........
Iron Bridge at Cowra, 87.......................................... .............................................. . ..
Proposed Railway to connect the North Shore Railway with Port Jackson at Milson’s Point 

(second), 273 ......................................
RESERVES (See “CROWN LANDS”). ......................................................................................
RESOLUTIONS

Feom Committee of the Whole :—
Reported, 32,133,142 (3), 155 (2), 159 (2), 160, 163, 167 (3), 168 (‘), 169 (8), 203, 217 (•), 222, 

227, 257, 314, 317, 338, 361, 368 (2), 423, 429, 429, 457 (3), 472, 490(2), 498, 502, 520.
Agreed to, 32, 142 (3), 155 (2), 159 (2), 1G3,167 (2), 168 (4), 169 (3), 175, 203, 217 (2), 218, 222, 

227, 258, 314, 317, 338, 341, 361, 412 (8), 423, 430, 434, 457 (3), 472, 490(2), 498, 502, 520. 
Eeom Committee of Supply :—

Reported, 325, 382, 542(15‘).
Agreed to, 325, 382, 549 (154).

Ebom Committee of Ways and Means —
Reported, 337, 453, 549 (3).
Agreed to, 337, 453, 549(3).

RESUMED AREAS (See “CROWN LANDS”).
RESUMPTION OF LAND (See also “MOLES WORTH-STREET, LISMORE”):—

Notifications of, laid on Table :—
Bridge of Bishop’s Creek, Field of Mars, 18 .......................................................................................
Buildings for Public Offices, Phillip-street, 18 ............................................’.............. 1
Court-house at The Glebe, 18 ...............................................................................................................
Court-house, Redfern, 273 .................... ............... ..........................................................
Extension of Tramway from Leichhardt to Five Dock, 257 ........................................... .........
General Cemetery at Bowral, 18............................................................. . .........................................
Manly Water Supply, 18 ................... ...................................................................................
North Shore Water Supply, 18 (2) .............................................. .................... ...
Public Cemetery, South Head, 32 ...................................... ......................................................
Public Park, Clarence Town, 18 .......................................................................................................
Public Recreation, Petersham, 18 .......................... ........................ ................ .........

Public School Purposes, 17, 79, 129, 174 (2), 324 ..........................................................................

Public Offices, Sydney, 273 .. ......... ............. ..............................................
Sewerage, Western Suburbs, 18, 226, 358 .......................................................... ................
Water Supply, Town of Richmond, 32 .............. ................. ..........................................
Wharf Accommodation for Traffic between Sydney and Balmain, 18 ....................... ........
Wharf Accommodation, Woodville, Paterson River, 32 .......................... .........................................
Wharf Accommodation, Woolloomooloo Bay, 18 ................................................................................
Tarreganda Bridge Approach, 129 ............................. ....................... ..........
Water Supply, City of Sydney, 273 .......................................................................................................
Additional Siding Accommodation at Como, 188 . . .........................................
Tramway from Castlereagh-street to the Randwick Road, 324 ...............
Improving the Parramatta Road at University Cutting, 324 ........................................ !...........
Additional Railway Works and Conveniences at Newtown, 358 .. .. ........... ...
Widening the line of Railway from Sydney to Eveleigh, 358 ........... ................................
Reclamation of certain low-lying mud flats in the vicinity of Long Cove, 358 ................................
Construction of an Approach Road to Meadow Bank Railway platform, 390 .................................

2 189
2 183

2
4
4
2
3
4 
2 
4 
4 
2 
2 
4 
8

367
517
549
1,7
871
585

33
507
531
63

129
541

73

4
4
7
7
2

1053 
557, 571 

529 
309 
137

1
7
5
5
5
7
5
7
5
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
5 
G 
5

741
1

615
741
563
157
415

61
393
859
299
205
505

1183
1255

1
473
607
663

6 955

5
8
3
3 
5 
8 
5 
5 
8
4 
4

8
5
5
7
7
7
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
4
5

817
693
855
857

1139
687
453

455, 457 
689 
783 
787

(•1025,1029 
] 1031,1033 
(1037,1039 

695
487, 489, 491 

459 
189 
191 
187 
557 
461 

1133 
1141 
559 

1137 
1135 

787 
561
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RESUMPTION OP LAND (continued) _
Construction of a Line of Tramway from Ashfield Railway Station to Portland-place, 390 .......
Sewerage of City of Sydney and Suburbs, 390 .......................... ............................... .......................
Enlargement of the Post Office at West Maitland, 390.....................................................................
Conservation of Water, Paterson, 390.................................................................................................
Wharf Accommodation, Oxley Island, Manning River, 390..............................................................
Post and Telegraph Office at Picton, 410 ...........................................................................................
Gleneral Cemetery at Teralba, 534 ............................................................................... ..

RICHMOND RIYER (See also “ENTRANCE TO RICHMOND RIVER IMPROVEMENTS 
BILL”) :—

Improvements to Entrance :—
Motion made (Mr. Bruce Smith) for work to be carried ouL 40.

RICHMOND, TOWN OF (See “ AVATER SUPPLY 
ROADS:—

Cook’s River :— . .
Return showing Expenditure on, laid on Table, 348.................................................. ......................

Brhshorove and Maclean :— '
Correspondence respecting, laid on Table (not printed), 534. 1

Millthorpe to Lucknow, via Spring Hill :—
Correspondence respecting repair to, laid on Table, 188 ......................................................................

Narrabri to the Queensland Border:—
Petition presented from certain residents of that portion of the Colony about and beyond 

Angledool, asking for bridges, culverts, embankments, &c., to be constructed, and that road 
should be made a first-class road, and that the works should be carried out at once, 452. 

Parramatta :— .
Notification for resumption under the Public AVorks Act of land at University Cutting tor

improvement of, laid on Table, 324 .............................................................................................
Peak Hill:—

Motion made (Dr. Boss) for papers relating to, 167. .
Subordinate Roads :— _

Schedules A to F, Public Works Department, Estimates for’1891, laid on Table, 465........ ........
Tabana to Oberon :—

Return of Expenditure on, laid on Table (not printed), 32.
Thomas Buckley :— _

Return respecting dismissal of, from Department (not printed), 312.
Tuena to Binda, via Jonction Point, and others:—

Return showing amounts expended on for 1888 and 1889, laid on Table, 210 .............................
Wheeo Post via Byalla to Gunning, Gunning via Clear Hill to Grabben Gullen, and 

Wheeo to Crookwell :—
Return showing expenditure on, laid on Table, 68............. ................................................................

ROBERTS, CHARLES JAMES, ESQUIRE :—
Resignation of, reported, 1.

ROBERTSON (See “RAILWAYS”).
ROCKDALE (See“WATER SUPPLY”).
ROLLS (See “ ELECTORAL”).
ROSSIVILLE ESTATE:— , , ,

Correspondence respecting Purchase of, laid on Table, 141: Plans to be appended, laid on Table, 14h 
ROUMANIA (See “ DESPATCHES”).
RULES :—

Supreme Court, laid on Table, 17, 188, 307, 324, 485 .............. ..........................................................
RULINGS OF SPEAKER:— _ _ „„„ noo

■ On Points of Order arising in the House, 104,125, 154,181, 208 (2), 227, 247, 265 ,(3), 272, 288,
337, 423, 431, 436, 461, 465, 511, 524, 529. ^

On Point of Order reported from Committee of Supply, 517(2).
On other than Points of Order, 505, 521 (2). '
Speaker ruled'that no dissent from, could be made without notice, 432.
Motion made to dissent from, and negatived, 125, 465.

RYANS (See “CROWN LANDS”).
RYDE (See “MUNICIPALITIES OF RYDE AND HUNTER’S HILL BILL”).

1143
493
607
463
193
609
691

513

517
521

559

605

519

515

283

807,811, 809, 
815,813.

s
SAN FRANCISCO MAIL CONTRACT (See “ POSTAL.”)
SAVINGS BANK (See “ GOVERNMENT SAVINGS BANK”). I
SCHEDULE:— . „ . !

To Estimates-in-Chief for 1891, showing remuneration, &c., received by Public Officers during
1890, laid on Table, 392.....................................................................................................................

Of Subordinate Roads, laid on Table, 465 .............................................................................................
SCHEY, MR. (See also “ RAILWAYS”).

Mr. Speaker calls attention to continued irrelevance and tedious repetition in Debate on part oi, 
and directs the Honorable Member to discontinue his speech, 335.

SCIENCE LECTURES (See “ UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY”).
SEGENHOE ESTATE IRRIGATION BILL:— , ,

Petition presented (Mr. Abigail) for leave to bring in, 510 j leave given,,presented, andread 1,515 ; 
referred to Select Committee, 528.

SELECT COMMITTEES (See also “ REPORTS ”) :—
Balloting for. Sessional Order passed, 11.
Papers referred to, 13 (3), 88,103, 246.
Prayer of Petition for leave to appear before, granted, 24, 39, 87 ('), 124, 367, 384, 414. 
Vote Of Chairman of, on Private Bills, 11.
Member added to, 188.
Leave given to make visits of inspection, 348, 392, 443.
Evidence from, of previous Session, laid on Table by Clerk, 348.........................................
Report from, of present Session, referred to, 418.
Private Bill referred back to, 436.
Subject referred back to, 441.

3
3

8

357
•605

57
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laid on

SELECT COMMITTEES {continued.)
Amendment to refer Bill to, negatived, 505.
Leave given to, to make Special Beport, 553.
Appointed during Session ..............

SEBGEAN T-AT-ABMS ........................................................................................
Bemoves Member from Chamber by direction of Mr. Speaker, 395 430.

SEBVIA (See “ DESPATCHES”). 1
SESSIONAL OEDEES

Passed, 10 (6), 11 (9), 12 (3).
Limitation of Business Hours, 40; rescinded, 336.
Precedence of Orders of the Day of General Business, 253.
Hour of Meeting on Business Days, negatived, 359.
Eriday made mi Additional Sitting Day, and Government Business take precedence up to „ 

o clock, and G-eneral Business take precedence after 6 o’clock, and that General Orders take 
precedence of Motions, 410.

onoo JvwJwu Sitting Day> and Government Business to take precedence, 469.
SESSIONS (See “ PABLIAMENTAEY SESSIONS BILL”)
SEVEN-MILE BEACH (See “CBOWN LANDS”).
SEWEBAGE (See also «DEAINAGE”; also “METBOPOLITAN WATEE AND SEWEEAGE 

als°, “B0ARD olf WATEE SUPPLY AND SEWEEAGE OFFICES 
Ut®180 n‘BOAE:d of WATEE SUPPLY AND SEWEEAGE OFFICES 

OF^SSO”)1* B1LL N°' 2 S als° “C0UNTRY TOWNS WATEE AND SEWEEAGE ACT

And Water Supply :—
Beport, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plan, from the Parliamentary Stand- 

mg Committee on Public Works, on Offices for Board, laid on Table, 25 : motion made (Mr.
Bruce Smith) that work be carried out, 124............

Eeport of Board for 1889, laid on Table, 17 ..................................................................
Boroughs of Paddington and Woollahra:—..................................................................

Notification of completion and transfer of works to the Board of Water Supply and Sewerage, 246. 
City of Sydney and Suburbs ;— rr j s >

Nctification^rf resumption of land under the Land for Public Purposes Acquisition Act.

Western Suburbs :—. ................................................................................................................
Notifications of resumption of land under the Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, laid 

laole, lo, JJb, od8........ ........ ...............
Works :— .......................................................................................................................

sheepTeust'fund11^-!11 'Boardof WaterSupply andSeweraSe« laidonTable.45 ......................

Motion made (M>. Lyne) for return of receipts and disbursements, 320 j Eetum to Order, laid on 
lable, oDo ............

SICK PAUPEES.......................................................................................................
SILK CULTUBE °—* ^ Maintenance of> for 7ear8 1887-8-9, laid on Table, 32 ................

Motion made (Mir. Ewing) for copies of communications in reference to abandonment of, at 
.Antony, 515.

SILVEETON FEEE PUBLIC LIBBAEY 
By-laws, laid on Table, 414

IKS ......
Speaker haying observed grave disorder in Committee resumed Chair, and expressed astonishment 

f for Boorowa did not obey the ruling of Chairman, and stated
tnat it the Honorable Member did not do so he would have to take an extreme course: Mr

SMALL pST--17 eXplamed; SPeaker gaTe ruling, and the Committee resumed, 419.

Detention of the Steamship “Yarea”__

Makes personal explanation, 327.
Charge of Business of the House :__

Adjournment moved (Mr. Copeland) in reference to—Point of Order that subject was not ofl 
sufficient importance to come under Additional Standing Orders ; Mr. Speaker decided that if

SMITH, J.W(See0“CEOWN ^ANDS”)! ^ -ga«-d>
SMITH, THE HON. SYDNEY, ESQUIEE, M P —
smokS”m sasa? S'd Ml'DraolMoS ”a »■

aomc&^EfraiV'iuSiiS “ «•

Eeceived from Legislative Council, and on motion (Mr. Cullen) read 1°, 299 : Order of the Day 
SrdCT of^beD* 32r’ 3>41’ 35/’ i7-?,’ 435,Motion made (Mr. SUttery) for 2°, and withdrawn ; 

SOUTH COAST DISTENT 5 BlU WlthdraWn’ 553-

SOUTH'hEAD (W'CEMETEME°S’?Vine TubcrCulosis'laid on Table' 366 ......................
SOUTHEEN BEEAKWATEE, NEWCASTLE : —
SOUTHERN eIpSeSs'^;?*'EAILWAYS ”rd EiVerS “ COnditi°n laid °n TaWe’ 234

SOUTHERN SUBURBS (See “WATER SUPPLY”! ■
SPEAKER (See also “ YOUNG, THE HON. J. H., M.P.)”

Calls attention to continued irrelevance and tedious repetition on part of Member, and directs 
Member to discontinue his speech, 334, 335, 399, 407. ’

EePOHousr2e9°9f.8umm0n8 under Parliamentary Evidence Act for witness to attend at Bar of the

^rooJ^nofprinJed?, ^ ^ “ rrferenCe t0 Smokin? “ Utewy and Beading-

W8(2.TfAl^^ Committee, 7 (Mr. Young)., 391

Lays Papers on Table,193............................. .............'
Motion made to dissent from ruling of, and negatived, 126, 465................. ....................

731

393
363

485

461

487, 489, 491 

483

31

567

703

45

171
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SPEAKER {continued) :— #

Reports attendance of House in Council Chamber to hear Opening Speech, 2. -
Reports issue and return of writ, 1 (3), 171, 213, 239, 255, 395, 503. ^
Reports presentation of Address in Reply to G-overnor, and Answer to Address in Reply, 15. 
Reports resignation of Member, 139, 157 
Gives casting vote, 164, 342.
Reports receipt of Certificate notifying death of Member, 161, 223. ^
Informed the House that Sir Henry Parkes would resume his duties on 27th August, and asked 

for the departure from certain rules for that purpose, 267.
Clerk announces receipt of letter from James Henry Young, Esq., resigning Office of, 387.
Joseph Palmer Abbott, Esq., elected, and presented to His Excellency the Governor, 387.
Refers to an amendment made by the Legislative Council in the Board of Water Supply and 

Sewerage Offices Erection Bill, 294. . ^ ^
Calls attention to nature of amendments made by the Legislative Council in-the Marrickville to 

Burwood Road Railway Bill, 359.
Clerk informs the House of the unavoidable absence of, 385. .
Commission to Administer the Oath, 388.
Orders removal of Member from Chamber for disobeying Chair, 395, 430. .
Motion that House dissents from action of, and negatived, 396.
Having observed grave disorder in Committee resumes Chair, 419.
Authorised to present Appropriation and Loan Bills to Governor for Assent, 558*.

Rulings of :— .
That the Agricultural Society of New South Wales Lease Bill was not beyond the order of leave, 104. 
That he could not accept the Public Works Act as governing the proceedings or limiting the powers 

. of the House, 125.
That under section 13 of the Letters Patent, in the absence of His Excellency, Message signed by 

the Lieutenant-Governor by deputation irom the Governor was in order, 154.
That amendment was in order to substitute another name in a motion to appoint a member to the 

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, and against a demand for a ballot, 181. 
That special reference to provision in the Crown Lands Bill, in reference to the repeal of existing 

legislation, was not necessary in the Title, 208.
That clause 9 of the Crown Rents Bill which interfered with actions pending or a judgment obtained 

should be mentioned in the Order of Leave, and that therefore the Bill was improperly before 
the House, 208.

That since the adoption of the Additional Standing Orders, altering the character of the Motions 
for Adjournment, tbe practice of the House of Commons in respect to two motions of a similar 
character being moved consecutively, did not apply to these questions, 247.

That Papers should not be laid upon the Table of the House which reflected upon the conduct 
of a Member of, or referred to a debate in, the House, 265.

That Bills coming from the Council could not be ruled out of order in this House on the ground 
of informality in its initiation there, 265. .

That the Order of Leave to bring in the Imprisonment for Debt Abolition Bill was sufficiently 
comprehensive to cover the Bill, 227. .

That papers did not refer to the action of a Member in this House, and could be laid on Table, 
272.

That the Boroueh of Newcastle Electric Lighting Bill was beyond the Order of Leave, 288.
That Sessional Order relative to New Business after 11 o’clock rescinded after that hour in the 

same sitting was not in force to end of sitting, 337.
That motion for expuhion of Mr. Crick was in order, 431. .
That no dissent from, could be made without notice, 432.
That Bank Holidays Act Amendment Bill was beyond the Order of Leave, 423.
That Early Closing Bill did not involve expenditure, and did not require to be covered' by a 

Message from the Governor, 436. -
That Boats Registration and Regulation Bill was beyond the Order of Leave, and was therefore 

out of order, 461.
That question as to what was a matter of “ public importance ” under the Additional Standing 

Order in reference to Adjournments of the House was not a matter for him to decide, 465. 
That in future cases of swearing in new Members he would put in operation the Standing Orders 

of the House of Commons, passed on 30th April, 1886, which prevented the interruption of 
the business, 505.

That provision in Marrickville to Burwood Road Railway Bill (No. 2) was covered by the order of 
leave, 511.

That in Supply, during the discussion of a Minister’s salary, reference could be made to subsequent 
items, as the Committee had a right to criticise the Minister’s policy when voting his salary, 517. 

That Honorable Members should sit in the Chamber in a manner respectful to other Honorable 
Members and to the occupant of tbe Chair, and so that the passages would be left clear between 
the seats, but that it was a matter to be left to the good taste of Honorable Members, 517. 

That certain provisions in the Eight-hour Bill were beyond the order of leave, and also referred 
to rules in reference to preparation and drawing of Bills, 521.

That the Net-fishing in Port Hacking Prohibition Act Amendment Bill was beyond the order of 
leave, 521.

That motion was one of privilege dealing with language which denounced Parliament as “ rotten 
and corrupt,” 524.

That motion in reference to charges of Bribery in connection with the passing of the Broken Hill 
Water Supply Bill was substantially the same as an amendment submitted the previous 
night, and, therefore, could not be put, 529. •

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT:—
Motion made for, and passed, 14, 373, 383, 393.

SPECIAL AREAS (See “ CROWN LANDS”).
SPECIAL CONSTABLES (See “POLICE”).
SPECIAL GRANTS (See “ MUNICIPAL ”).
SPIRITS, WINES, AND BEER

Convictions under the Licensing Act :—
Annual Return to Order, laid on Table, 32, 174 ................................................ ..........................

SPIT PERRY, MIDDLE HARBOUR:— . .
Return showing traffic for half years ending 31st December, 1889, and 30th June, 1890, laid on

- Table, 188 .................................................................................. .............. ‘...........................................
STAFFORD ALBERT (See “CROWN LANDS”).
STAFFORD WILLIAM (See “ POLICE ”).
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STAMP DITTIES ACTS

Amended Regulations and Form under, laid on Table, 17 ................................................................
STAMP DUTY (See “TRANSFER OF MINING STOCK STAMP DUTY EXEMPTION BILL.”) 
STANDING AND SELECT COMMITTEES:—

Appointed during Session...................................... . ,
STANDING ORDERS ..............................................................

Committee, Sessional Order passed, 11.
Name of Mr. Young added to the Committee, 418.
Motion made (Mr. Alfred Allen) to refer to the Standing Orders Committee the Additional 

Standing Orders for consideration as to the expediency of increasing the number of members 
required to rise in support of motions for adjournment from five to twenty, and amendment 
proposed (Mr. J. P. Abbott) to refer the whole of the Standing Orders to the Committee,
and amendment carried, 372-3 ; Report brought up, 485 ..........................................................

Disobder arising while the House is in Committee :—
Motion made (Mr. Pibbs) that when any Member refuses to obey the Chairman the case shall be 

reported without debate to the House to be dealt with, after explanation from the offending 
Member, and amendment moved (Mr. Garrard) to give the Chairman the right to make an 
explanation, amendment and original motion negatived, 436.

Suspension oe:—
Motion made (Mr. McMillan) to enable the Consolidated Revenue Fund Bill to pass through all 

its stages in one day, and amendment moved (Mr. Crick) to insert words and negatived— 
motion agreed to, 321.

To enable the Rabbit Bill to pass through all its remaining stiges in one day, 524.
To enable the Appropriation Bill to pass through all its stages in one day, 536.
To enable the Loan Bill to pass through all its stages in one day, 540.

STATE CHILDREN’S RELIEF DEPARTMENT:—
Report for year ending 5th April, 1890, laid on Table, 123..................................................................

STATE SCHOOL BURSAKIES (See “EDUCATION”).
STATE SCHOOLS (See “ EDUCATION ”).
STATISTICS (See “CENSUS AND INDUSTRIAL RETURNS BILL”).
STATUARY :—

Return showing, purchased from or through the agency of Mr. Oscar Meyer, laid on Table, 200 . 
ST. CLAIR, OSSIAN .—

Motion made (Mr. Crick) for papers in reference to death of, 152; Return to an Order, laid on
Table, 166................................................................................................ . ..

ST. LEONARDS (See “RAILWAYS”).
ST. LEONARDS SCHOOL OF ARTS ENABLING BILL :—

Petition presented (Mr. Cullen) for leave to bring m, 4 ; leave given, presented, and read 1°, 13 ; 
referred to Select Committee, 19; Report brought up, 24 ; read 2°, committed, reported with 
amendments, 104; order of the day postponed, 132, 167; report adopted, 227; read 3 , 
passed, and sent to Council, 232 ; returned with amendments, 294; Order of the Day
postponed, 302 : amendments agreed to, 314; assent reported, 327.....................................

STEPHEN, WILLIAM, ESQ., M.P. :—
Adjournment moved to direct attention to attack made on character of by Postmaster-General, 217 

STOCK (See also “IMPORTED STOCK ACTS, 1871-84”; also “WAGGA WAGGA CATTLE 
SALE-YARDS BILL” also “METROPOLITAN CATTLE AND SHEEP DRIVING 
BILL”) : —

Annual Report of Stock and Brands Branch, Department of Mines, for 1889, laid on Table, 25 ... 
Contagious Diseases in :—

Petition presented from the Borough of New Lambton praying that a Bill be brought in to deal
with, 174................................................................................................................................................

Board of Examiners :—
Return respecting laid on Table, 188 ........................................................................................ ............

Eastern, Central, and Western Divisions :—
Return of, laid on Table, 260 ..................................................................................................................

Bourke, Walgett, and Brewarrina Districts .—
Return respecting loss by floods, laid cn Table, 260.............................................. . .......................

Sheep Trust Fund :— '
Motion made (Mr. Lyne) for return of receipts and disbursements, 320; Return to Order, laid on 

Table, 358 .............................................................
STOCKTON GAS AND ELECTRICITY BILL:— .............................................................

Petition presented (Mr. Fletcher) for leave to proceed with, under the 65th Standing Order, 
presented and read 1°, 26; Order of the day postponed, 88, 317.

Petition presented from Mayor and Aldermen of Stockton against, 5, 405 ............... ...........
Petition presented from Ratepayers and Inhabitants of the Borough of Stockton against, 76 . 

STRANGERS, EXCLUSION OF :—
Sessional Order passed, 12.

STREETS IMPROVEMENTS (See “METROPOLITAN STREET IMPROVEMENTS BILL”) 
STRIKE (See “ LABOUR STRIKE ”).
SULLIVAN, J. M. D. (See “CROWN LANDS”)
SULLY, W. (See “CROWN LANDS”).
SUNDAY LAWS AMENDMENT BILL:—

Motion made (Mr. Want), for leave to bring in, presented, and read, 1°, 226.
Petition presented against—

From Ministers, Members, and Adherents of St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Congregation, Phillip-
street, Sydney, 334 ........................................................................................... . .................. .

From Primitive Methodist Denomination, Sydney District, 341 .............................................
From residents of Leichhardt, 345 ....................'..........................................................................
From certain parishioners of St. Clement, Marrickville, 347 ..........................................................
P’rom certain residents of Wickham, 347 ...................... ........... .................................. "
From certain residents of Barrington, 347........................................................... .....................
From certain residents of Stanmore, 347 ..................................................................................
From certain residents of Taree, 347 ...................... .................................................................
From certain residents of Appm and Wilton, 347 ......................................................................
From certain residents of Enmore, 352 ......................................................................................
From certain members of the Newcastle Minister’s Association, 352............................................!.
From certain residents of Newcastle and suburbs, 352 .................................................................
From certain residents of Hamilton and neighbourhood, 352 ............................................... .

1

1

7

8

3

2

5

5

5

5

5

5

2
2

8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8

PAPERS.

PAGE.

731

737

197

237

695

153

1

53

29

33

35

31

161, 163 
165

761
763
763
763
763
763
763
763
763
-765
765
765
765



INDEX. Ixiii

BEPEBENCES TO THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS, VOl. I—14.TH PARLIAMENT—SESSION 1890. PAPEBS.

SUNDAY LAWS AMENDMENT BILL (continued)
Petition presented against (continued)—■

From certain residents of Auburn and Rookwood, 352..................................................................
From certain residents of Peelwood, Tuena, &c., 352 ...................................................................
From residents of Lambton and vicinity, 352 ..............................................................................
From certain residents of Campbelltown, 352 ............ ..............................................................
From certain residents of Picton, 352 ..........................................................................................
From certain residents of Inverell, 352 ..........................................................................................
From certain residents of Islington, 352 .........................................................................................
From certain residents of Dulwich Hill, 352 ..................................................................................
From certain residents of Marrickville, 352 ............................................................................
From certain residents of Petersham and Leichhardt, 352 ..........................................................
From certain residents of Wagga Wagga, 352 ...........................................................................
From certain residents of Parramatta, 356 ................. .. .................................................................
From certain residents of Lawrence, 356 .................................................................................
From certain residents of Maclean, 356 ............... ...................................................... ...
From certain residents of Narrabri, 356 ..................................... ........................ ................
From certain residents of Stanmore, 356..........................................................................................
From certain residents of Richmond, 356 . ... ..............................................................
From certain residents of Sydney, 356 ............................................................................................
From certain residents of Tumberumba and Welaregang, 356......................................................
From certain residents of East Maitland, 356 .............................................................................
From certain residents of Hamilton, 357 .......... ........... .................................. ...
From certain residents of Tinonee, 357 ... . ............. ........................ ..
From certain adherents of the Primitive Methodist Church, Annandale, 356 ..................
From certain residents of Scone, &c., 357 .. . . ......................................................
From certain residents of Singleton. 357 .........................  *..............................................
From certain residents of Berry and district, 358 ...................................................................... .
From certain residents of Mittagong, 358 .............................................................................
From certain residents of Bowral, 358 .......................................................................................
From certain residents of Bi’aidwood, 358 ..............................................................................
From certain residents of Marulan, 358 .......................................................... ......................
From certain residents of Binda arid Julong, &c., 358 .... .....................................
From certain residents of G-undaroo, 358 ......................... .............................................
From certain residents of Wallsend and Minmi, 358 .............................................................
From certain residents of Newcastle, 358 ............. ..........................................
From certain citizens and inhabitants of New South Wales, 358 .............................................
From certain residents of the town and district of Inverell, 358.................................................
From certain residents of Tumut, Adelong, and Gundagai, 358 .................................................
From members of the Hamilton Presbyterian Church, 358.........................................................
From certain residents of Newcastle, 358 .............................. ........................................
From certain residents of Newcastle and district, 358 ..................................................... ..
From certain members and adherents of the Hunter-street Presbyterian Church, Newcastle, 358
From certain residents of Leichhardt, 358 ....................................................................................
From certain residents of Murrurundi, 358 ..............................................................................
From certain residents of Araluen, 358 .......................................... *............................................
From certain residents of Crookwell, 358 ........................................................................... .
From certain residents of Electoral District of Albury, 358 ........................................................
From certain residents of Bowral, 353 .. .............................................................................
From certain residents of the City of Bathurst, 358 ...................................................................
From certain residents of Bathurst and Pitt Streets, 366 ............................................................
From certain residents of Kelso, Pee), Raglan, Duramana, Eghnton, Oberon, and White Rock, 366
From certain residents of Emmaville, &c , 366 ...........................................................................
From certain residents of Petersham, Enmore, Ac., 366 ...................................................
From certain residents of St. Peters, 366 .............................................................. .............
From certain residents of Bexley and Arncbife, 366 ......................... .................................
From certain residents of Cobar and Nymagee, 366 .....................................................................
From certain residents of Willoughby, Gordon, and adjoining neighbourhood, 366.................
From certain residents of Woollahra, &c , 366 .........................................................................
From certain citizens and Inhabitants of New South Wales, 366..............................................
From certain residents of Raymond Terrace, Miller’s Forest, Fullarton Cove, and Clarence

Town, 366...................................... ................ .........................................................
From certain residents of Walcha, 366 .......................................................................................
From certain residents of Hillgrove, 367 ......................................................................................
From certain residents of Oberon, 367................. .. .............................................................
From certain residents of Bourke, 367 ...........................................................................................
From certain residents of Cobar, 367 ........................................................ ,................................
From certain residents of Homebush, &c., 367 ...........................................................................
From certain residents of Woolwich and Hunter’s Hill, 367 .....................................................
From certain residents of the Electoral District of Shoalhaven, 367 ......................................
From certain residents of Homebush, Strathfield, &c., 367 .........................................................
From certain residents of Carcoar, &c., 367 ...............................................................................
From certain residents of Monkerai, &c., 367 ............................................................................
From certain residents of Stroud and district, 367 ...................................................... .............
From certain residents of Pyrmont, &c., 367 ................. .....................................................
From certain residents of the City of Goulburn, 367 ...........................................................
From certain residents of Adamstown, Ac., 367 ...........................................................................
From certain residents of Lismore, 367 ......................................................................................
From certain residents of the Tweed and Brunswick Rivers, 367 ............................................
From certain residents of West Maitland, 367 ......................... . ................................................
From certain residents of West Maitland, 367 .............................................................................
From certain residents of Petersham, 367 ....................................................................................
From certain residents of Kogarah, Ac., 367 ............................................................................
From certain residents of Ballina, Tintmbar, Ac., 367 .................................................................
From certain residents of Casino, 367 .......................................................................................
From certain residents of Penrith, 367 ..................................................................................
From certain residents of Leichhardt, 357.......................... ...............................
From certain residents of Camperdown, Annandale, Ac., 357 ...............................................
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SUNDAY LAWS AMENDMENT BILL (continue#)

Petition presented against (continued) ■.—
Erom certain residents of Waverley, &e., 367 ...............................................................................
Erom certain residents of Bondi, 367 .............................................................................................
Erom certain residents of Euabalong and district, 367 ..................................................................
Erom certain residents of Wanalda, 367...........................................................................................
Prom James Boss, M.A., Archdeacon of Armidale, 367 ..............................................................
Erom certain residents of Hillgrove, 367...........................................................................................
From certain residents of Bedfern, 367 ...........................................................................................
From certain residents of Forbes, 367 ............................................................................................
From certain residents of Pitt Town, &c., 367 ...........................................................................
Erom certain residents of Wilberforce and Windsor, 367...............................................................
From certain residents of Pitt Town, Ebenezer, and Sackville Beach, 367....................................
From certain residents of Bergalia, &c , 367 ...................................................................................
From certain residents of Parramatta and district, 367 ...............................................................
From certain residents of Gladesville, 367 .......................................................................................
From certain residents of Germanton and vicinity, 367 .................................................................
From certain residents of Braespring, Culcairn, Ac., 367...............................................................
Erom certain residents of Cooma, 367 .............................................................................................
From certain residents of Lewisham, Summer Hill, Ac., 367 .......................................................
From certain residents of Petersham West, 367 .........................................................................
From certain residents of Marrickville East, 367 ...........................................................................
From certain residents of Belmore and Moorefield, 367 ..................................................................
From certain residents of South Sydney, 367 ..................................................................................
From certain residents of Picton and Thirlmere, 367 .... ....................................................
From certain residents of Bondi and Waverley, 367..................................................................
Erom certain residents of Tbe Glebe, 367 .......................................................................................
From certain residents of The Glebe, 367 .............................................. ................................
From certain residents of Pcrbes, 367 ............................................................................................
From certain residents of Broken Hill, 367......................................................................................
From certain residents of Broken Hill, 367 ......................................................................................
From certain residents of Broken Hill. 367 ......................................................................................
Erom certain residents of Balmain, 370 ..................... .........................................................
Erom certain residents of Singleton, 370 ............................. ............................................
From certain residents of Orange, 370 ...................................................................................
From certain residents of New South Wales, 370 ... ..................................... .............
From certain residents of Queanbeyan and vicinity, 370 ...............................................................
From certain residents of Annandale, 370 .......................................................... ....................
From certain residents of Cooma, 370 ........................................................................................
From members of the Star of the South Lodge No. 76, Cooma, I.O.G.T., 370 ................. ..
From certain residents of Bandwick, 370 .....................................................................................
From certain residents of Paddington, 370 .....................................................................................
Erom certain residents of Paddington, 370.......................................................................................
Erom certain residents of Waverley, 370............................................................................................
Erom certain residents of Coogee and neighbourhood, 370 .......... ................... .
Erom certain residents of Double Bay and Bose Bay, 370 ................................ .............
From certain residents of Kempsey and district, 370 ...................................... ..................
Erom certain re-idents of Manly, 370 ............ ..........................................................
Erom certain residents of Waterloo and Alexandria, 370 ............ ............. .........
From certain residents of Botany, 370 .. . ..................... ...........................................
Erom certain residents of Armidale and Uralla, 370... ....................................... ............
From certain residents of Wagga Wagga, 370 ................................................................................
Erom certain residents of Hay and district, 370 ............................................................................
Erom certain residents of Grenfell, 370 ............................................................................................
Erom certain residents of Gunning, Collector, Ac.. 370 ................................................................
From certain residents of Gunning and Collector, 370 ...................................................................
Erom certain residents of Gladesville, Byde, Five Dock, Ac., 370 ...............................................
From certain residents of Eden, 370 ........................................................................................
From certain residents of Ashfield and vicinity, 370......................................................................
From certain residents of Marrickville, 370 ................. ... ......................................
From certain residents of Kogarah, 370 ............ .... ...................................... ,
From certain residents of Marrickville, 370 ................. .................... .
Erom certain residents of Strathfield, 370 ......................................................................
From certain residents of Narrandera, 370 .......................................................................................
Erom certain residents of Hillston, 370 ............................................................................................
From certain residents of Penrith, 370 ............................................................................................
From certain residents of Bowral, Joadja Creek, Ac , 370 .............................................................
From certain residents of Woolloomooloo, 370 ................................................................................
From certain residents of Woolloomooloo, 370 ............... .. ....... ' '
From certain residents of AVoolloomooloo, 371 .... .......................... ... . .
From certain residents of Grafton, 371 ........................... ...........................

. From James S. Scott, Moderator, and Andrew Barron, Clerk of the Presbytery of th
Clarence, 371 ............... ......................................................................................................

From certain residents of Grafton and neighbourhood, 371 ........... .................................
From certain citizens and inhabitants of New South Wales, 371....................................................
From certain residents of Moruya, 371........... .................................... ..
Erom certain residents of Bega, 371 ................. ..................................................
From certain residents of Kiama, 371............... ......................................................................
1 rom certain residents of Gerringong, 371........................ ... .. .............
From certain residents of Wickham, 371........................... ..............................................
Erom certain'residents of the Electoral District of South Sydney, 371 ......... "............
Erom certain residents of Surry Hills, 371........................... . . .............................
Erom certain residents of Surry Hills, 371 .............................................................................
From certain residents of Surry Hills, 371............................................................. ...
Erom certain re-idents of Surry Hills, Ac , 371 ....................... .............................. .
From ceitam residents oi Newtown, 371 ...................................... ....... .. .. ..
From certain residents of Hunter’s Hill, 371 .................... .................................. .
From certain residents of Tenterfield, 371................................................................... ...............
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SUNDAY LAWS AMENDMENT BILL {continued) :
Petition presented agamst {continued) :—

Erom certnn residents of Dabbo, 371.............
Erom Wm. Gr. Taylor, Chairman of Public Meeting held in Centenary Hall, York

Erom certain members and adherents of the Scots’ Church, 371 
Erom certain members, adherents, and friends of the Congregational Church, Ha
Erom the Congregational Union of New South Wales, 371.................................. ...............
Erom certain residents of Sydney, 371................................................ ........... . . .
Erom W. Stephen, Chairman of Public Meeting of citizens of Sydney, held m Protestant Hall

Castlereagh-street, 371 .................................. ....................
From certain residents of Parramatta, Baulkham Hills, &c., 371
Erom certain residents of Darlinghurst and vicinity, 371 ...........
From certain residents of Woolloomooloo, 371 ....................
From certain residents of Woolloomooloo South, &c., 371 . ...
Erom certain residents of Leichhardt, Pyrmont, &c., 371 ..........
Erom certain residents of Dungog, &c., 371 .................................
Erom certain residents of Eccleston and Lostock, 371 ................
Erom James H. Terras, Chairman of Public Meeting held in Greta, 371 ......
Prom certain residents of Sydney and Suburbs, 371.......
Erom certain residents of Newtown, 371 ...............
Erom certain members, adherents, and friends of the Presbyterian Church, Quarry-street

Ultimo, 371......................................................................................................................................
Prom certain residents of Woollahra, &c., 371 ..............................................................................
From certain residents of Watson’s Bay, 371 , ............. ........................... ...
Erom certain residents of Darling Point and vicinity, 371 ............. .......................
Erom certain residents at Jerilderie, 371............................. ....... ..............................
Erom certain residents of Deniliquin, 371....... ................................................................
Erom certain residents of Waterloo and Alexandria, 371................................................. ....
Erom certain residents of Darlington, Alexandria, and Bedfern, 371 ..........................................
From certain residents of Forest Lodge, 371 ............................ ... ...................................
Erom certain residents of Kurragong, 379 ..... ........................................ ................... .
Erom certain residents of the Electoral District of Yass and Burrowa, 379'.................................
Erom certain residents of Manly, 379 .............................................................................................
Erom certain residents of West Sydney, &c., 379 ..........................................................................
Erom certain residents of Bedfern and Waterloo, 379 ......................................................................
Erom certain residents of Bedfern, 379 ....................... ....... .................................
Erom William N. Wilson, Moderator, and John S. Macpherson, Clerk of the Presbytery of

Maitland, 379 ................. .................................................................
From certain residents of Coonabarabran, 379 .................................................
Erom representatives of the Evangelical Alliance of New South Wales, 379
Erom certain residents of Orange, 379 .............................................................
Erom certain residents of Spring Hill, 379 .... .......
From certain residents of Petersham, 379 .................
From certain residents of Summer Hill and vicinity, 379
From certain residents of Kogarah, 379 ...............
Erom certain residents of Canterbury, 379 .........
Erom certain residents of Muswellbrook, 379 ....
Erom certain residents of Muswellbrook, 379 . ..
Erom certain residents of Bouchel, 379 .............. .
Erom certain residents of Glebe and Forest Lodg
Erom certain residents of Gunnedah, 379 ...........
From certain residents of Gunnedah, 379 ........
Erom certain residents of Boggabri and Gunnedah, 379 ....................
From certain residents of the Taralga district, 379 ...... .......
Erom certain residents of Taralga, 379 ................... ....................
Erom certain residents of Goulburn, 379 ............................................
From certain adherents of the Congregational Church at Maoly, 381
Erom certain residents of Young, 381.................................................
Erom certain residents of Murrumburrab, 381 . . .
Erom certain residents of Temora district, 381 ..............................
Erom certain residents of Bulli and Woonona, 381............................
From certain residents of Dapto, 381..................................................
From certain residents and persons employed in the Electoral District of
From certain residents of Wellington, &c., 381......................................
Erom certain residents of Molong, Garra, and Warne, &c., 381 .............
Erom certain residents of Hill End, 381..................................................
Erom certain residents of Sunny Corner, &c , 381..................................
Erom certain residents of Lithgow, Eskbank, &c.,3Sl .............................
Erom certain residents of Lithgow, 381 .....................................................
Erom certain residents of Byde, 384 ........................................................
Erom certain residents of Warren, 384 ..................................................
Erom certain residents in the Electoral District of Carcoar, 384 .........
Erom certain residents of Milton, 384 ........................................................
From certain residents of Mount Macquarie, &c., 384 .. .........
From certain residents of Camden and surrounding district, 384 ... .
From certain residents of Bowral, 384 ..................... .......................
Erom the Minister and certain members and adherents of St. George 

Sydney, 384 1

1- 8

379

From certain residents of Bundarra, Tingha, Ollera, &c
Erom the Bishop of Sydney, 384 ...................................
From certain residents of Woodburn, 390 ..................
From certain residents of Glen Innes and vicinity, 395 .
Erom certain residents of Glen Innes, 395 .....................
Erom certain residents of Parkes and The Bogan, 395 . 
From certain lesidents of Newtown, Enmore, &c., 399
Erom certain residents of Petersham, &c, 399 .............
Erom certain residents of Gordon and Hornsby, 399 ...

936—E

384

West Svdney, 381

s Presbyterian Church,
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SUITDAY LAWS AMENDMENT BILL (continued)

Petition presented against (continued) :—
Erom certain residents of West Maitland, 399 ..................................................................................
Erom certain residents of New South Wales in various Electoral Districts, 399 ...........................
Erom certain residents of Stockton, 405 ..............................................................................................

' Erom certain residents of Forbes, 410..................................................................................................
Erom certain residents of St. Peters, 435 .................................. .......................................................
Erom certain residents of New England, 461......................................................................................
Erom residents of Paddington, 520 ......................................................................................................
Erom residents of George’s Plains, Hockley, Esrom, Dunkeld, Perth, &c., 529...............................
Erom residents of George’s Plains, in the Electoral District of West Macquarie, 529....................
Erom residents of Bockley, in the Electoral District of West Macquarie, 529. .

SUPERANNUATION FUND (See “ CIVIL SERVICE ”).
SUPERIOR SCHOOLS (See “EDUCATION”).
SUPPLY:—

Committee op :—
Sessional Order passed, 11. ,
Motion made (Mr. McMillan) to enable House to go into Committee, 313. .
House in Committee, 325, 382, 466, 470, 476, 486, 490, 502, 511, 517 (2), 526, 542.
Resolutions reported, 325, 382, 542 (1-54). '
Resolutions agreed to, 325, 382, 549 (1!4).
No quorum reported from, 486.
Points of Order reported from Committee, 517 (2).

SUPREME COURT:—
Rules of, laid on Table :—

In Bankruptcy, 17,307 ..............................................................................................................................
In Equity, 188, 485.......................................................................................................................................
In Divorce and Matrimonial Causes, 324 ....................................... .

SURETIES (See “BONDSMEN AND SURETIES LIABILITY BILL”).
SWAMPS IN THE MACLEAY RIVER DISTRICT

Reports, letters, Ac , respecting the question of draining, laid on Table (not 'printed), 392. 
SWEETMAN, CABMAN (See “ ADMINISTRATION OP JUSTICE.”)
SWEARING-IN NEW MEMBERS ‘

Speaker stated that in future he would put into operation tbe Standing Order of the House of 
Commons passed on 30th April, 1866, to prevent the Suspension of Business, 505.

SYDNEY BRANCH ROYAL MINT
Despatch respecting, laid on Table, 151, 540 .......................... .

SYDNEY COMMON ..................................................
Notices of Dedication and Appointment of Trustees, laid on Table, 146 .................

SYDNEY FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY ...................
Report from the Trustees for 1889-90, laid on Table, 17 ,....................

SYDNEY GRAMMAR SCHOOL ....................................
Annual Report for 1889, laid on Table, 216 ....................... .

SYDNEY HOSPITAL (See “ HOSPITALS ”). .............................................
SYDNEY TRAMWAY AND OMNIBUS COMPANY’S BILL

Petition presented (Mr. Want) for leave to proceed with, under the 65th Standing Order, presented 
and read 1°, 18.
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807, 809 
811, 813 

815

725, 727 

747 

945 

937

T
TARAGO. (See “ RAILWAYS”).
PARANA (See “ROADS”).
TARBAN CREEK (See “BRIDGES”).
TARIFF CONFERENCE (See “CUSTOMS”).
TARRAWINGEE TRAMWAY BILL

Petition presented (Mr. Wyman Brown) for leave to bring in, 87; leave given, presented and 
read 1°, 95; referred to Select Committee, 99 ; report brought up, 124; Order of the Day 
postponed, 167 ; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, 195 ; 
read 3°, passed and sent to Council, 203; returned with amendments, 246 ; Order of the Dav
postponed, 252; amendments agreed to, 266: assent reported, 287 .......... *

TARREGANDA (See “BRIDGES”). ........................
TAX (See “ABSENTEE TAX”; also “DOG TAX”).
TAYLOR, ADOLPHUS GEORGE Esq. (See also “PRIVILEGE”).

Issue and return of Writ for West Sydney, reported, 395 ; sworn, 395.
Removed from Chamber by Order of Mr. Speaker, for disobeying the Chair, 395; motion made 

that he be heard in his place and negatived, 396.
Speaker calls attention to continued irrelevance or tedious repetition, and directed the Hon. 

Member to discontinue his speech, 399, 407.
TEA, DUTY ON:—

Motion made (Mr. Willis) for removal of, and intercepted bv previous question, 89. 
Motion made (Mr. Willis) for removal of and negatived. 406’.

TECHNOLOGICAL, INDUSTRIAL, AND SANITARY MUSEUM —
Tenth and Final Report of Committee of Management, for 1889, laid on Table, 341 

TEECE, CECIL BEDFORD, Esqcibe :—
Issue and return of Writ for Goulburn reported, 255 ; sworn, 257.

TEECE, WILLIAM, Juhiok, Esquibe, M.P. :—
Death of the Honorable Member for Goulburn reported. Seat declared vacant. 223 

TELLERS (See also “NO TELLERS”).
Not agreeing in division, 482.

TELEGRAPHS :—
Adjournment of the House moved to call attention to Administration of Department, 152. 

Ann Postal Confebexce :—
Report and Proceedings of, held in Adelaide, May, 1890, laid on Table, 180.........................
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TELEGRAPHS {continued) :—-
And Post Office at Picton :—

Notification of resumption of land under tie Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act laid on
Table, 410 ............................................................. ....................... . ........... . ...................’...............

Complaints made by Messes. Bucknell and Lomax :— ....................
Motion made (Mr. Uassall) for Papers in reference to, 181. ,

Genebal Post Office, Money Obdee Office, and the Electric Telegbaph Depabtment
Beport of the Public Service Inquiry Commission, laid on Table, 430.................................................

Bates, Boedee Stations and Stations in Queensland :— .
Notification of reduction in Bates, laid on Table, 62......................

TEMORA (See “ RAILWAYS”). ....................................................
TERALBA See “RAILWAYS; also “CEMETERIES”).
TERRAWYNNIA HOLDING (See “ RABBITS”).
THATCHER, C. H. (See “CROWN LANDS”). ' •
THIRLMERE ACCIDENT (See “RAILWAYS”).
TIDAL WATERS

Return respecting, closed against Net Fishing, laid on Table, 534
TIRES (See “WIDTH OF TIRES REGULATION BILL”). .....................................................
TOCUMWAL (See “BRIDGES”).
TOLLS (See also “ RANDWICK TOLL-BAR ABOLITION BILL ”)

Public :— • 1
Motion made (Mr. FranTc Farnell) for abolition of, 19.

TOM, WILLIAM AND JAMES (See “GOLD DISCOVERY”)
TORONTO TRAMWAY ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Petition presented (Mr. Stevenson) for leave to bring in, 4; leave given, presented, and road 1°, 
14 ; referred to Select Committee, 19 ; report brought up, 27; read 2°, committed, reported 
without amendment, report adopted, 133; read 3°, passed and sent to Council, 141; returned 
with amendments, 200; Order of the Day postponed, 210 ; Council’s amendments agreed to ; 
Message to Council. 227 ; assent reported, 239 

TRADES AND LABOUR UNIONS .
Motion made (Mr. Walker) for Committee of the Whole to bring in a Bill to authorize Government 

Loans, &c., to, and negatived, 442-3.
TRADES CONCILIATION BILL

Motion made (Mr. Dilbs), that minutes and evidence of Select Committee—Sessions 1887-8, be laid 
upon Table, Ordered to be printed, 348....

TRADES UNIONS AND UNIONISTS:- .....................................................................................
Adjournment moved in reference to the attitude of the Government towards 332 

TRAINING COLLEGE (See “EDUCATION”).
TRAMWAYS (See also “TORONTO TRAMWAY ACT AMENDMENT BILL”; also “SYDNEY 

TRAMWAY AND OMNIBUS COMPANY’S BILL”; also “ WILLOUGHBY AND GORDON 
TRAMWAY ACT AMENDING BILL”; also" BROKEN HILL AND PINNACLES TRAM
WAY BILL”; also “TARRAWINGEE TRAMWAY BILL”; also “MOUNT KEIRA TRAM
WAY ACQUISITION ACT AMENDMENT BILL”; “HAY AND DENILIQUIN TRAM
WAY BILL ” ; also “ COOK’S RIVER ROAD TRAMWAYS BILL”)
Ann Railway Accidents :—

Adjournment moved (Mr. Schey) to draw attention to, 95.
Balmain Line of Teamway oe Railway:—

Motion made (Mr. Hmethorne) that the increasing importance of that Suburb demands the con
struction of, 261.

Report of Board appointed to inquire into the questions of the construction of a new Bridge to 
replace tbe existing Pyrmont Bridge, Glebe Island Bridge, and a line of Tramway to, 312 

Castleeeagh-stbeet to the Randwick. Road:—
■ Notification of resumption of land under Public Worts Act, laid on Table, 324 ..............................

Leichhaedt to Fite Dock Extension: ’ ...... "

PAPEBS.

Notification of the resumption of land under Public Works Act, laid on Table, 257 
Newcastle Extensions :—

Minute of the Secretary of Public Works respecting, laid on Table (not printed), 94.
Ashfield Railway Station to Poetland-place :—

Notification of resumption of land under Public Worts Act, laid on Table 390
TRANSFER OF MINING STOCK STAMP DUTY EXEMPTION BILL:— .............................

Motion made (Mr. McMillan) for Committee of the Whole, 207 ; House in Committee, Resolution 
agreed to ; Bill presented and read 1°, 217; read 2°, committed, reported with amendments ; 
report adopted, 277 ; read 3 , passed and sent to Council, 281; returned without amendment 
320 ; assent reported, 339.

TRANSPORT OF GOODS :—
. Petition from certain Residents of Bourke, drawing attention to unfair competition to carriers by

use of Camels by Afghans, and praying the House to remove the evil, 464 .....
TRIAL BAY:— ........

Report of the Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and Rivers respecting construction of a breakwater 
at, laid on Table, 392...............................................................  .

TRUST MONEYS DEPOSIT ACCOUNT:— ..................................................
From 1 April, 1889, to 31 March, 1890, laid on Table, 17.......

TRUTH NEWSPAPER (See “PRIVILEGE”) ................................................
TUENA (See “ROADS”)
TUMBERUMBA (See “RAILWAYS”).
TUMUT SCHOOL OF ARTS SITE SALE BILL :—

Petition presented (Mr. Jones) for leave to bring in, 261; leave given, presented and read 1° 269 • 
referred to Select Committee, 274; Report brought up, 298 ; read 2°, committed, reported 
without amendment; Report adopted, 422: read 3°, passed, and sent to Council 427-8- 
returned with amendments, 484 ; Order of the Day postponed, 501; amendments agreed to’
512 ; assent reported, 527........ .-. ... ° ’

TWEED, THE (See “RAILWAYS”). ....................................................................................
TYPE-WRITING:—

Petition presented from Sydney Association in favour of legalizing, for Petitions and other 
• documents, 490 ...........

TXPHOID FEVER:— ...................................................................................................
Returns respecting, in Sydney and Suburbs for 1876-1889, laid on Table 32 
Report of J. Ashburton Thompson, M.D., D.P.H., on outbreak at Waverley'and’ Randwick,'laid 

on Table, 260 ..............................................................................
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REFERENCES TO THE VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS, VOL. I—14TH PARLIAMENT—SESSION 1890. PAPERS.

VOL. PAGE.

u
UNEMPLOYED, THE

Petition presented from, for Employment, 76..........................................................................................
Petition presented from, praying for free railway passes to where they can get Employment, 129. 

UNITED STATES OP AMERICA (See ‘'DESPATCHES”).
UNIVERSITY OP SYDNEY (See also “EDUCATION”):—

Report of, for 18S9, laid on Table, 52 ......................................................................................................
Informal ion as to number of Students attending Science Lectures, names of Professors and

Demonstrators in Science, and cost of certain Laboratories, &c., laid on Table, 200...................
By-laws, laid on Table, 414 ......................................................................................................................

Bursaries :—
Regulations respecting, and State School, laid on Table 393 ..............................................................

USHER (See “BLACK ROD”).

8
8

7

7
7

7

741
743

917

929
931

933

V
VACANCY OP SPEAKERSHIP:—

Clerk announced receipt of letter from James Henry Young, Esq,, resigning position of Speaker, 387.
VAC AN L' SEAT (See also “ELECTORAL”), 139, 157, 161, 223, 375, 431-2.
VACATIONS (See “LAW VACATIONS ABOLITION BILL”).
VACCINATION : —

Report for 1889, laid on Table, 32 .........................................................................................................
VEHICLES (Sei “PUBLIC VEHICLES REGULATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL” also 

“PUBLIC VEHICLES REGULATION ACTS AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2).”
“VERNON” REGULATIONS (See “NAUTICAL SCHOOL SHIP “VERNON”).
VINE DISEASES ACTS CONTINUATION BILL {Second Session, 1890) :—

Assent reported, 2.
VINE DISEASES ACTS FURTHER CONTINUATION BILL :—

Motion made (?Jr. Sydney Smith) for Committee of the Whole, 476; Order of the Day postponed, 
485-6 ; House in Committee, resolution agreed to. Bill presented and read 1°, 490; Message 
from Governor, 498 ; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, 
498; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 501; returned without amendment, 511; assent 
reported, 527.

VIVIAN, WALTER HUSSEY, ESQUIRE :—
Issue and Return of Writ for The Hastings and Manning, reported, sworn, 1.
Vote on Crown Rents Bill challenged, 236.

VOLUNTEER FORCE REGULATION ACT OF 1867:—
Amended Regulations under, laid on Table, 32..................................................................

VOTE {See “MEMBERS”; also “CASTING VOTE”).
VOTE OF CHAIRMAN OF SELECT COMMITTEE ON PRIVATE BILLS :—

Sessional Order passed, 11.
VOTE OF CREDIT :—

Message from tbe Governor recommending, 306 .......................................... ....... .
VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS (See “ASSEMBLY”).
VOTES OF CENSURE :—

Motion made {Mr. Kawkeri) that no Vote' except so defined, should be regarded as, and with
drawn, 178.

Fiscal Polict oe the Government :—
Motion made {Mr. Dilbs) condemning postponement of, and in favour of a protective policy— 

Disorder, Mr. A. G. Taylor removed from tbe Chamber for refusing to obey the Chair, Mr. 
Speaker explained reasons for directing the removal of Mr. Taylor, and motion made {Mr. 
Garvan) to disapprove of Mr. Speaker’s action ; amendment proposed (Mr. Willis) that Mr. 
Taylor be heard in his place and negatived; Mr. Gar van’s motion negatived.—Debate adjourned, 
395-6-7; Debate resumed, amendment moved (Mr. Dwing) approving of the action of the 
Government, original motion negatived and amendment carried, 400-1.

2

5

2

3

501

63

225

593
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WAGGA WAGGA (See “ RAILWAYS ”).
WAGGA WAGGA CATTLE SALE-YARDS BILL :—

Petition presented (Mr. Gormly) for leave to bring in, 123 ; leave given, presented, and read 1°, 
129; referred to Select Committee, 132; report brought up, 251; read 2°, committed, 
reported with amendments, Report adopted, 422 ; read 3°, passed, and sent to Council, 427 ;
returned with amendments, 483 ; amendments agreed to, 554......................................................

WAKEFORD Me. WILLIAM :—
Motion made (2Ir.JT. P. Abbott) for papers in reference to contract at Kiama Harbour, 264 ;

Return to Order, laid on Table (not printed), 348 ......................................................................
WALGETT (See “CROWN LANDS”; also “RAILWAYS”; also “ STOCK”).
WARIALDA (Nee “ CROWN LANDS ”).
WATER CON SERYATION :—

In Lake Albert, near Wagga Wagga : —
Motion made (Mr. Gormly) for, and negatived, 88.

Paterson :—
Notification of resumption of land under the Land for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, laid on 

■ Table, 390................................
WATER CONSERVATION BILL:— ..................... ........................................

Motion made (Mr. Sydney Smith) for Committee of the Whole, 359; Order of the Day postponed, 
412; Order of the Day discharged, 524. ’ *

Motion made (Mr. Sydney Smith) for Committee of the Whole, 497; Message from Governor, 
- 515 ; House in Committee, resolution agreed to, presented and read 1°, 520 ............. :...........

2

5

1&9

463

5 467



INDEX. Ixiz

BEFEBENCES TO THE TOTES AND PBOCEEDINOS, TOL. I—14.TH PARLIAMENT—SESSION 1S9O.

VOL.

PAPEBS.

PAGE.

w
WATER CONSERVATION AND UTILIZATION BILL

Motion made (Mr. Lyne) for leave to bring in, 4S0. .
WATER SUPPLY (See also “CROWN LANDS”; also “ BROKEN HILL WATER SUPPLY 

BILL”; also “ GOULBURN WATER SUPPLY CHARGES BILL”; also METROPOLI
TAN WATER AND SEWERAGE ACTS, 1830-89”; also “PUBLIC WATERING-PLACES 
ACT, 188t”; also “SEWERAGE”; also “ BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE 
OFFICES ERECTION BILL”; also “BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE 
OFFICES ERECTION BILL (No. 2)”; also “BY-LAWS”; also "COUNTRY TOWNS 
WATER AND SEWERAGE ACT OF 1880”; also “BROKEN HILL WATER-WORKS 
BILL”) :—

Report of Board for 1889, laid on Table, 17 ...........................................................................
Report, together with Minutes of Evidence, Appendices, and Plans from the Parliamentary 

Standing Committee on Public Works, on Offices for Board, laid on Table, 25 ; motion made
( Mr. Sruce Smith.) that work be carried out, 124............................................................................

City or Sydney :— ..........................................
Notification of resumption of land under the Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, laid on

Table, 273 ....................................................................................................................
Manly :— .............................................................

Notification of resumption of land under the Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act laid on
Table, 18 ...................................................................................................................... ’

Nokth Shobe ;— .................................................
Notification of resumption of land under the Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, Uid on

Table, 18 (2) ..........................................................................................................
Southern Subuebs, Hubstville and Rockdale:— .............................................

Report, together with Minutes of Evidence and Plan from the Parliamentary Standing Committee
on Public Works, laid on Table, 25.....................................................................................

Town of Richmond - ...................................................
. Notification of resumption of land under the Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act laid on

Table, 32 .......................................................................................... ............... ...... ’
Wateb Disteiots :— .....................................................

Proclamation defining boundaries of Liverpool, laid on Table, 45 .......................................................
Do do do Campbelltown, laid on Table, 45 ...............................................
Ho do do Metropolitan, laid on Table, 45.............................................

Woeks, Bobough of Orange :— .................................
Notification of completion of and transfer to Municipal Council, laid on Table, 210.........................

Woeks, Boboughs of Paddington and Woollahba :— ...........................
Notification of completion of, and transfer to. Board of Water Supply and Sewerage, laid on 

Table, 246 ....................................................
WATERING-PLACES (See “PUBLIC WATERING-PLACES ACT! 1884”).......................................
WAVERLEY AND RANDWICK (See “TYPHOID FEVER”).
WAYS AND MEANS

Committee of, Sessional Order passed, 11.
Motion made {Mr. McMillan) to enable the House to go into Committee, 313. '
House in Committee, 337, 382, {Financial Statement) 390, 430, 434, 449, 452, 549.
Resolutions reported, 337, 453, 549 (3).
Resilutions agreed to, 337, 453, 549 (3).
Estimates of for 1890, laid on Table, 382 ......................... '........................................................
Disorder: Chairman reports disorder from Committee, and also that he had directed the removai 

of the Honorable Member for West Macquarie (Mr. Crick) from the Chamber, 430
WEBB, S. {See “ CHURCH AND SCHOOL LANDS”).
WEEKLY ABSTRACT OF PETITIONS 

Nos. 1 to 34..................................
WEEKLY REPORT OF DIVISIONS ..................................................................................................

Nos. 1 to 18......................................................
WENTWORTH IRRIGATION BILL:— .................................................................................

Motion made {Mr. J. P. Abbott) for leave to bring in, presented, and read 1°, 26; read 2°, 
committed, reported with amendments, report adopted, 132 ; read 3°, passed and sent to 
Council, 137 ; returned with amendments, 201; Order of the Day postponed, 252; Amend
ments agreed to, 266 ; assent reported, 287.

WEST MACQUARIE (See “ELECTORAL”).
WEST MAITLAND (See “ POSTAL ”).
WEST SVDNEY (See “ELECTORAL”).
WEST WA.LLSEND COAL COMPANY (LIMITED) BILL:—

Petition (Mr. Burns) for leave to proceed with, under the 65th Standing Order, presented and 
read 1°, 4; Order of the Day postponed, 52, 79; read 2°, committed, reported without 
amendment; report adopted, 104; read 3°, passed and sent to Council, 116 ; returned with
out amendment, 152 ; assent reported, 174.

WESTERN DIVISION (See “CROWN LANDS ”; also “ STOCK”).
WESTERN SUBURBS (See “ SEWERAGE ” ; also “ DRAINAGE ”).
WESTERN SUBURBS (CITY OF SYDNEY) SEWERAGE SCHEME, RETICULATION AND 

COMPLETION BILL:—
Motion made {Mr. Bruce Smith) for Committee of the AVholo, 137; Message from Lieutenant 

Governor, 154; Order of the Day postponed, 163 ; House in Committee, resolution agreed to. 
Bill presented, and read 1°, 168-9; read 2°, committed, reported without amendment, report 
adopted, 190 ; read 3°, passed and sent to Council, 202 ; returned without amendment, 332; 
assent reported, 352 ............................... '

WHARFS:— .........................................................................................
Accommodation fob Tbaffic between Sydney and Balmain:—

Notification of resumption of land under Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, laid on Table,

Accommodation, Woodville, Patebson Riveb :— ..................
Notification of resumption under Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, laid on Table, 32 ... 

Accommodation, Woolloomooloo Bay:—
Notification of resumption of land under the Land for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, laid on

Table, 18 .................................................................................. .......................................................
Accommodation, Oxley Island, Manning Riveb :— ..............

Notification for resumption of land under Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, laid on 
Table, 390......................................................................................... ............... ..................
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w
WHEEO POST OFFICE (See “ROADS ”).
WIDTH OF TIRES REGULATION BILL

Motion made (Mr. Lyne) for leave to bring in, 328.
WILCANNIA:—

Country Towns Wateb and Sewebaoe Act :—
Proclamation respecting application of, 188.......................................... ...................................................

WILLIAMS, HENRY (See “ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE”).
WILLIAMS, W. H. ,See “CROWN LANDS”).
WILLIS, WILLIAM NICHOLAS, ESQUIRE, M.P.

Adjournment moved to deal with remarks made by, in reference to Railway Commissioners, 239. 
Mr. Speaker calls attention to continued irrelevance and tedious repetition in Debate on part of, and 

directs the Hon. Member to discontinue his speech, 334.
Removal of, ebom Commission of the Peace :—

Petition from Citizens of New South Wales presented in favour of replacing him on the Roll, 516.
Correspondence respecting, laid on Table, 558 ......................................................................................

WILLOUGHBY (See “BOROUGH OF WILLOUGHBY NAMING BILL”).
WILLOUGHBY AND GORDON TRAMWAY ACT AMENDING BILL:—

Petition presented (Mr. Cullen) for leave to bring in, 32 ; leave given, presented, and read 1°, 39 ; 
referred to Select Committee, 46; Report, brought up, 59 ; Order of the Day postponed, 167 
read 2°, Committed, reported without amendment, report adopted, 227 ; read 3°, passed, and 

. sent to Council, 232; returned, with amendments, 273; amendments agreed to, 282 ; assent
reported, 319 .............................................................................. .......................................................

WILSHIRE, JAMES THOMPSON, ESQUIRE, M.P. :—
Leave of absence granted to, 332.

WOLLONGONG FIRE BRIGADES BOARD:—
Report for year ending 31st March, 1890, laid on Table, 207 ..............................................................

WOLLONGONG HARBOUR TRUST ACT, 1889 :—
Regulations under, laid on Table. 200, 234, 307. 332 ..........................................................................

WOMEN’S PROPERTY (See “MARRIED WOMEN’S PROPRTY BILL”).
WOODSTOCK (See “ RAILWAYS”).
WOODYILLE (See “WHARVES”).
WOOL (See “LIENS ON WOOL BILL”).
WOOLLOOMOOLOO BAY (See “ WHARVES”).
WOOROOWOOLGEN RUN (Sea “ CROWN LANDS”).
WRITS (See “ELECTORAL”).

5 447

3 8fi9
3 865

2 199

3 683

7 173, 175, 179,
185.

Y
“YARBA,” DETENTION OF STEAMSHIP:—

Return to Order {Second Session 18S9), laid on Table, (not printed) 39 ...........................................
YOUNG-, THE HON. J. H., M.P.:— '

Addresses House in reference to intended retirement from tlie Speakership, 383.
Clerk informs the House of unavoidable absence of Speaker, 385.
Resignation of Office of Speaker by, announced by Clerk, 387.
Name of, added to Standing Orders Committee, 418.

PRIVILEGE :—
Mr. Dibbs referred to certain correspondence respecting the alleged bankruptcy of, and drew 

attention to section 23 of the Constitution Act and the section 4 of the Bankruptcy Act, under 
■which he considered Mr. Speaker’s seat vacated ; and Sir Henry Parkes having slated that in 
the opinion of the Attorney-General Mr. Young was not a bankrupt in the meaning of the 
said 26th section of the Constitution Act, Mr. Dibbs laid on the Table the correspondence
referred to, 375 ..................................................................................................................................

Motion made {Mr. Crick) to refer seat to Elections and Qualifications Committee, and nega
tived, 380.
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MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. '

The Honorable John Lackey, Vice-Chairman. 
The Honorable Andeew G-abran.

The Honorable. Fbedebick Thomas Humphery. 

The Honorable ‘William Joseph Trickett.

The Honorable George Henry Cox.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Joseph Palmer Abbott, Esquire, Chairman. 
Jacob Garrard, Esquire.
Henry Copeland, Esquire.
James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esquire.
William Springthorpe Dowel, Esquire. 
Edward William O’Shlliyan, Esquire.

John Hurley, Esquire.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esquire.

MEMBEES OE THE SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

The Honorable William .Joseph Trickett, Chairman. 
The Honorable Andrew Garran.

■ Henry Copeland, Esquire.
James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esquire.
Edward William O’Sulliyan, Esquire.
John Hurley, Esquire.

GENERAL INDEX.

Report by the Committee.
Minutes of Evidence taken by the Committee.
Appendix to Evidence’taken by the Committee.
Report by the Sectional Committee.
Minutes of Evidence taken by the Sectional Committee. 
Appendix to Evidence taken by the Sectional Committee. 
Plans.

’ LIST OF WITNESSES.
. . [Examined.before the ComruiW-e.]

Joseph Barling, Esq., Under Secretary for Public Work’s ........................................................ ■
Henry Deane, Esq., Acting Engiheer-in-Chief for Railways ........................................................
Russell Barton, Esq................................................................................................................................
John Hai’per, Esq., Railway Goods Superintendent .......................................................................

■ [Examined before the Sectional Committee.']

Mr. John Prince, Forwarding Manager for Great Cobar and Nymagee Copper-mines, Nyngan
Alexander Adams, Esq., Road Superintendent for the Cohar District ........................................
Mr. Albert Smith Rowling, Railway Station-master, Nyngan......................................... .............
Mr. Thomas Barrett, Hotelkeeper, Nyugan.....’........................ ........... ................ '..........................

page.
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16-31
31-39
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6-7, 31-32 
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Mr. Peter Vincent Lynch, Commission Agent, Nyngan .......................................................................
Mr. Arthur Thomas Bleakley, Nyngan .... ............................................. .......................
Mr. Thomas Henry Rowe, Hotelkeeper, Nyngan ........................................................ . . ..
Mr. Ralph Stephen Pemberton Clay, Postmaster, Nyngan ...................... ......... ...
Archibald R. M‘Kellar, Esq., Manager of Commercial Bank, Nyngan................... .
Sydney F. H. Lane, Esq., Manager of A.J.S. Bank, Nyngan.......................................... ■
Augustus Lyne, Esq., Grazier and Agent, Nyngan East Run............................... . . ...
Mr. Walter Jurd, Public School Teacher, Nyngan .............................................. ... .
Mr. John G. Keane, Auctioneer and Secretary to the Carriers’ Union, Nyngan . .
Mr. Richard Harris, Storekeeper, Nyngan ......................................................... • • •
Mr. Albert Brownlow, Storekeeper, Nyngan .................................................... ............. . • • • •
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

RAILWAY FROM NYNGAN TO COBAR.

REPORT.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, appointed during 
the first Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 
1888, 51 Yic. No. 37, and the Public Works Act Amendment Act of 1889, 52 

. Yic. No. 26, to whom was referred the duty of considering and reporting upon 
the expediency of “ constructing a line of railway from Nyngan to Cobar,” 
have, after due inquiry, resolved, that it is expedient the proposed railway 
should be constructed, and in accordance with the provision of sub-section IY, of 
clause 13, of the Public Works Act, report then' resolution to the Legislative 
Assembly:—

1. The proposed railway from Nyngan to Cobar, a length of 80 miles 49 Description 
chains 62 links, will leave the Great Western Kailway at 378 miles 9 chains 38 I’™!
links from Sydney, at about a mile to the north of the Nyngan Station. The '
general direction of the line is parallel with the main road, excepting just at the 
terminus at Cobar, in Jindera-street, at a distance of 458 miles 50 chains from 
Sydney. The estimated cost submitted by the Department for a light line of railway 
is £207,360, or £2,560 per mile, exclusive, of cost of land and compensation, which, 
however, will not be heavy, as throughout its whole extent, with the exception of a ' 
few chains about the middle, and in Cobar, the line will be upon Crown land. 
According to the evidence of Mr. Henry Deane, Acting Engineer-in-Chief for . 
Railways, the ruling gradient will be not steeper than 1 in 75, and although this 
involves an improvement upon the original plan, which contained grades of 1 in 40,
Mr. Deane thinks it will not cost any more than the estimated £2,560 per mile.
There will he no curves sharper than 20 chains radius. . ■

2. In inquiring into the expediency of constructing this railway, the Com-Part of uiti- 
mittee have had to bear in mind always that the line from Nyngan to Cobar was 
referred to them in view of the probable extension of the railway from Cobar to Wil- Australian 
cannia and Silverton, and so on to the South Australian border. The necessity forBorder- 
such an extension is set forth at length by the Kailway Commissioners in their report.
They point out that the question is of considerable magnitude, and cannot remain 
long undetermined, in the interests of the places named, and the western district 
generally; that this will afford a means of direct communication between Sydney 
and South Australia, and ultimately, when a line is constructed connecting the 
Northern and Western lines, a direct route from Brisbane. They urge as further 
reasons for the construction of a line to Wilcannia and Silverton the necessity for 
providing facilities to the pastoralists in dry seasons to obtain supplies, to forward 
their wool to market, and to remove their stock to more favoured feeding grounds.
They also allude to the marvellous development of the mining industry at Broken 
Hill, where the population already numbers 15,000, and is still increasing; and they 
affirm that the trade of this place is out of the hands of New South Wales, and the 
sympathies of the population to a great extent are with the Colonies of Victoria and 
South Australia, on account of the communication with New South Wales being so 
difficult. The Committee, therefore, in making their investigations, have not con
fined themselves merely to the expediency of constructing a railway as far as Cobar, 
but have directed their attention also to the larger question of opening up communi
cation by railway with the extreme north-western portion of the Colony.
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3. In order to carry out these objects effectually, the full Committee, in 
Sydney, took evidence almost entirely of a departmental and professional character, 
and carried out the greater part of their investigations hy means of a Sectional Com
mittee, consisting of six of their members, who began their inquiries at Nyngan, 
and five of whom proceeded thence to Cobar, Wilcan>aia, and Eroken Hill, where 
they were rejoined by Dr. Garran, the other member of the Committee. They also 
visited Silverton, taking evidence at all those towns, as well as at various stopping 
places on the route, as will he seen hy their report herewith. The Sectional. Com
mittee examined no less than 109 witnesses, in addition to those who gave evidence 
before the full Committee in Sydney. Among those examined were pastoralists, 
farmers, mining managers, local officials, bank managers, hotelkeepers, store
keepers, merchants, teachers, journalists, carriers, surveyors, engineers, and others, 
representing every class of society, and almost every variety of occupation to he 
found in the country districts. The mass of evidence thus gathered, though 
sometimes varying in details, is in the main so consistent and direct that the Com
mittee were enabled, without much hesitation, to come to a conclusion, which is 
embodied in their report submitted to the General Committee. ‘

. 4. With regard to the railway from Nyngan to Cobar, now more immediately
under consideration, it appears that the line was first staked out in 1885, and the 
line now proposed is practically the same, with only a few slight deviations J or the 
purpose of improving the grades. These deviations, however, would have the effect 
of lengthening the total line by about three-quarters of a mile. The estimated cost 
in the first instance was some £34,000 more than the present estimate, hut the 
estimate has since been revised, and the cost of labour is now lower than it was. 
Among other ways in which it is proposed to reduce the expense of constructing the 
line it is intended to do without fencing on a great part of the line, and in fact to fence 
only within the range of settlement. It has further been arranged that the Railway 
Commissioners shall only charge Id. per ton per mile for the carriage of the ironwork 
for this particular line, instead of the previously usual charge of 4d. per ton per 
mile, which will he a reduction of about £470 per mile in the construction of the 
line. The soil in most parts through which the line would pass consists of a rich 
red loam, which, with a sufficient rainfall, would he very fertile. Where cultivation 
has been tried it has been found that excellent crops of wheat and oats are obtained 
in favomable seasons, and several witnesses expressed the belief that hy early sowing 
satisfactory crops of these cereals would he obtained three years out of four. The 
Avheat and oats are mostly made into hay. Splendid lucerne-paddocks were also 
inspected hy the Sectional Committee on some of the Yarran flats near Cobar, while 
oats 6 feet il inches high were measured near the same town. It maybe stated that 
numbers of equally good flats for cultivation were to he found almost all the way 
between Nyngan and to within a few miles of Wilcannia, while equally good 
opportunities occur also between Wilcannia and Broken Hill. If facilities for 
Transit were given hy the construction of a railway, it was thought that an average 
of alternately successful crops would prove remunerative, as good markets for 
■‘■‘odder exist at Nyngan, Cobar, Wilcannia, and Broken Hill. Various kinds of fruit, 
hi eluding grapes, are found to thrive when cultivated, and vegetables grow 
I’emarkably well hy the aid of irrigation. The country traversed hy the proposed 
railway is capable of considerable improvement for grazing purposes. By scrubbing 
and ringbarking where necessary, and with a sufficient water-conservation, this part 
of the colony would he well adapted for sheep-farming in even average seasons; 
while in a specially good season, such as prevailed when the Sectional Committee 
were making their examination, the country might be described as a grazier’s 
paradise, with waving flowers and grass 2 to 3 feet high. On the other hand, in 
times of drought the face of the country is completely changed. The stock have, 
under such circumstances, to depend solely upon the remnants of salt-hush and 
other drought-resisting herbages, which, in their turn, give out, having been eaten 
down till scarcely a root remains. Should the drought he prolonged, the stock are 
kept alive by cutting down such edible scrub and trees as the country may supply; 
while on many of the runs thousands of sheep necessarily perish from sheer inability 
on the part of their owners either to remove them to better country or to find food 
of any sort with which to avert starvation. The district is rich in mineral resources, 
especially in the neighbourhood of Cobar, where is situated the mine of the 
Cobar company. Mr. Bussell Barton, Chairman of the Board of Directors of
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.the Company, was examined at great length before the full Committee. He 
stated that the mine had been at work for about seventeen years, hut had sus
pended operations a few weeks previous to his examination. The want of 
facilities for communication had been the great drawback of the district. I'lour 
has been as high as Is. a pound, and this state of scarcity was brought about 
equally by wet or by dry seasons, but by wet seasons especially, when the 
roads became perfectly impassable, even for horses. The mine required from 300 
to 500 tons of firewood per day, and they had used up all the available wood within 
10 or 12 miles of Cobar, having, in fact, constructed a tramway of about 15 miles, 
in order to facilitate the supply of fuel. The mine was closed partially on account 
of the low price of copper, but principally, Mr. Barton, stated, because they found 
it impossible to get a supply of Avood. In his opinion the construction of a railway 
from Nyngan to Cobar would remoAre that impediment to the successful working of 
the industry. He looks upon the supply of ore in the Cobar copper-mine as practically 
inexhaustible, and the idea of the directors is, if they get the railway, to open the - 
mine and take coal to it, returning ores to the coal-fields—to smelt at both ends, in 
fact, and have trucks running one way Avith ore, and returning with coal. With 
regard to the roads it is stated that at times 2in. of rain renders them impassable.
The local Hoad Superintendent says that to make a properly metalled road 
from Nyngan to Cobar, 20 feet wide, would require as much as £200,000, and 
then it Avould cost for maintenance £10,000 a year. In his opinion the construction 
of a railway would be much cheaper. There is no good metal for road making 
to be got in the district, but porphyry, suitable for ballast for a railway, can 
be procured along the line. There is, besides, a large quantity of slag or 
refuse which has accumulated around the Cobar Copper Company’s mine, which 
would be suitable for ballast, and which, Mr. Barton says, the Company would be 
willing to give for that purpose. The traffic with Cobar at present goes.chiefly by 
way of Nyngan, Coolabah, or Bourke, and occasionally by the River Darling, via 
Louth. The river route is not much patronised, owing to the uncertainty of the 
river keeping open in dry weather. There is comparatively little difference between 
the distance by road from Nyngan to Cobar and from Coolabah to Cobar, and the 
latter route, though longer by rail, seems to have been adopted in consequence of 
some difficulty with the carriers. Strange as it may seem, some classes of goods are 
sent to Cobar by way of Bourke, notwithstanding the fact that this involves a 
further distance by rail of 126 miles. This is in consequence of the differential 
rates charged on the railway, by which it becomes actually cheaper to send the 
goods on for this extra 126 miles, as the diminished charge for the extra distance by 
rail more than compensates for the slightly additional charge for carriage by road 
from Bourke to Cobar over the rate from Nyngan to that place.

5. The country beyond Cobar towards Wilcannia was found by the Sectional The district 
Committee to be generally of the same character as that betAveen Nyngan andcoWand 
Cobar. Witnesses state that the country would be taken up largely in home- wucannia. 
stead leases if only there were better means of communication. A large proportion
of the trade of this part of the district is transacted with Wilcannia, when the 
river is navigable, which, however, is occasional, and then it takes from three to 
five weeks to get goods up the river, so that storekeepers are put to great expense 
in keeping large stocks to tide over times of accidental delay in obtaining supplies.
Very little business is done with Sydney at present, in consequence of the lack of 
means of communication, but in the opinion of some of the witnesses, if a railway 
were constructed from Nyngan to Wilcannia, more business would go in the 
direction of Sydney, as it would save time as well as interest on the value of the 
heavy stocks that have now to be kept. The wool would probably mostly go down 
the river when it was navigable,, but would be conveyed by train in dry seasons.
The railway to Wilcannia would largely convenience the miners in the Mount 
BroWne district, with Avhich a large trade is done by the business people of Wilcannia.
The population of the town of Wilcannia is stated to be now from 1,000 to 1,200, 
and for the year 1888 the Customs collections there amounted to £10,535.

6. Broken Hill has at the present time a population of about 15,000, and Broken mi 
appears to be rapidly progressing, the chief attraction being its mining industry,and Sllvertoni 
which is said, hoAvever, to be as yet only in its infancy, the deepest existing shaft
on the main lode being only 300 feet. Firewood is largely used for mining "

5—5 purposes

r
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purposes, but the local supply is dying out, and coal and. coke will have to be used. 
Coal at present costs 54s. per ton at Broken Hill. It is sent from Newcastle to 
Port Pirie, and is taken thence to Broken Hill by rail. The coke used is English, 
and costs about five guineas per ton at Broken Hill. Lime and iron ore are largely 
used as fluxes in smelting the silver ore, and these minerals could he procured 
along the line between Wilcannia and Broken Hill, and would be sources of traffic 
to the proposed railway. Large quantities of timber are used in the mines, which is 
now mostly imported by way of South Australia ; and fodder, in the shape of hay, 
bran, and chaff, is largely procured from the same quarter, but. supplies could 
be obtained from our own Colony if means of transit were available. The 
wool of the district mostly goes by the river when communication by that means is 
open, otherwise it is sent to Adelaide or Port Pirie, and the bullion from 
the mines goes in the same direction. The road from Wilcannia to Broken 
Hill, according to the local Boad Superintendent, could not be properly con
structed and metalled at much less than £1,300 or £1,400 per mile, for a width of 18 
feet, and the roads in the plain country would cost nearly double that sum. He says 
it would be almost impracticable to form those roads, and it would not be desirable 
if it were practicable. He considers it would be decidedly preferable to construct a 
light line of railway. There would be an ample supply of ballast for a railway to be 
obtained between Broken Hill and Wilcannia. There is at present a tramway 
running between Broken Hill and Silverton, and thence on to Cockburn, on the 
South Australian border, a distance of 36 miles. This; tramway is the property of 
a private company, managed by a Board of Directors in Melbourne. The manager 
of the company was examined at some length by the Sectional Committee, and his 
evidence shows that there is a large and profitable business done by the tramway in 
conveying ore and bullion from Broken Hill, and in bringing back coke, coal, and 
mining timber. Silverton is another mining township, with a population, including 
the mining districts around, of 3,000 to 4,000 persons. The trade of this place is 
principally done with Adelaide, though one witness stated that he dealt partly with 
Sydney, receiving his goods by way of Port Pirie or Port Adelaide. His reason for 
procuring goods from Sydney was not that there was any difference in the price, but 
because, as a citizen of New South Wales, he preferred to keep his money within the 
colony to which he belonged. Crushed ore from the Silverton mines is sent to 
Port Pirie or Port Adelaide, either to be smelted or sent to Europe. Eluxes, such 
as lime and ironstone, are found in the neighbourhood, and are sent thence to 
Broken Hill, and good building stone is found adjacent to the township. . In the 
opinion of one witness the town of Silverton is likely to become the sanatorium for 
Broken Hill, being singularly free from typhoid fever, and having a good supply of
water, and a pure atmosphere. _ _ _

7. While considering the question of establishing railway communication 
between Sydney and Broken Hill and Silverton, the Committee have not ignored 
the fact that other routes have been suggested by which to reach those localities 
without adopting the line from Nyngan to Cobar at all. The railway already 
extends to Hay, a distance of 454 miles, and thence to Broken Hill would be 
274 miles as against 355 from Nyngan to Broken Hill, or a saving of 81 miles of new 
line to construct. The total length of line from Sydney to Broken Hill via Nyngan 
and Cobar would be 732 miles, while by way of Hay it would be 728, involving a 
saving of only 4 miles on the total length. There is yet another route which has 
been suggested, and that is to go along the valley of the Lachlan Biver, by way of 
Eorbcs and Condobolin, striking the Darling at Menindie, and thence proceeding on 
to Silverton. This line, it appears, has not yet been surveyed ; but, according to a 
return furnished by Mr. Deane this route would be the shortest by about 64 miles. 
The railway in this direction is as yet only constructed as far as Molong, 216 miles; 
so that, in order to reach Broken Hill, about 450 miles of new line would have to 
be constructed as against 355 miles by the Nyngan-Cobar route. But it must be 
borne in mind that the last-named route will embrace the thriving township of 
Wilcannia and district, which would not be served by any other proposed route.

8. Under these circumstances, and especially considering the necessity for 
establishing railway communication with the great mining centres of the north
western portion of the colony as soon as possible, the Committee, after due 
consideration, have come to the conclusion that it would be better to recommend 
the adoption of the line from Nyngan to Cobar, as part of a line eventually to

extend’
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extend to Wilcannia and Broken Hill, and to connect with the South Australian 
Railway system. Prom the nature of the country the line will be comparatively a 
cheap one, but although the Committee urge the adoption of economy in regard to 
fencing, station buildings, &c., they are of opinion that as the line will be an important 
one, the permanent way should be made sound and substantial. The Committee 
also suggest, with a view to expedite the work, that the contract should be let in 
sections. On the 17th of December, the Committee having proceeded to consider 
the evidence, Mr. Trickett moved “ That the Committee consider it expedient that 
the proposed Railway from Nyngan to Cobar, as referred to them by the Legislative 
Assembly, he constructed.” The resolution was seconded hy Mr. Tonkin, and carried 
unanimously.

J. P. ABBOTT,
Chairman.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,
Sydney, 18th February, 1890.
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
WORKS.

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE,

RAILWAY FROM NYNGAN TO COBAR.

WEDNESDAY, 25 SEPTEMBER, 1889. 
present:—

JOSEPH PALMEE ABBOTT, Esq. (Ohaieman).
The Hon. John Lackey.
The Hon. Andrew Garran.
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphrey. 
The Hon. 'William Joseph Trickett. 
Jacob Garrard, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.

Henry Copeland, Esq.
James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq. 
William Sprjngthorpe Dowal, Esq. 
Edward William O’Sulliyan, Esq. 
John Hurley, Esq.

The Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Bailway from Nyngan to Cobar.

_ Joseph Barling, Esq., Under Secretary for Public Works, sworn, and examined :—
1. Chairman7\ You are Under Secretary for.Public Works ? Yes.
2. Have you any statement which you would like to make in reference to the proposed line from Nyngan 
to Cobar ? ' Yes'; it is as follows ;— •

. Nyngan to Cobar. ■
Length, 80 miles 49 chains 62 links.

Estimated cost of constructing a light line of railway is £207,360, or £2,560 per mile, exclusive of. cost of land and 
■ compensation.

This line would leave the Great Western Railway at 378 miles 9 chains 38 links at about a mile to the north of Nyngan 
Station. Curving to the west, the line passes into the travelling stock reserve and follows it alongside the main road 
throughout the whole distance, excepting just at the terminus at Cobar. It crosses the road to Nymagee at 390 miles 65 
chains, and is terminated at Tindera-street at Cobar at 458 miles 59 chains from Sydney. Throughout its whole extent, 
excepting for a few chains about the middle and at Cobar, the line is within Crown land.
I may mention that at the present time there are three surveyors engaged upon the line improving the 
grades, with a view to altering the ruling gradient from 1 in 50 to 1 in 75, if possible. It will be necessary 
to restake almost the whole of the line, because when it was staked in 1885 it followed the travelling 
stock route for pretty nearly the whole of the way, and many of the stakes are now missing. When 
the proposed extension from Nyngan to Cobar was referred to the Bailway Commissioners it was in view 
of the probable extension of the railway from Cobar to Wilcannia and Silverton, and so on-to the 
South Australian border. I will read the report of the Commissioners upon that subject: —

Proposed railway extension from Cobar to Wfcaania and Silverton.
15 July, 1889.

In the reference to us of the proposed Nyngan and Cobar line we were requested to report in regard “ to the question of 
ultimately extending the line to Wilcannia, and thence to Silverton, with a view of connecting it with the South Australian 
system.” We have therefore inspected the route from Cobar to Wilcannia and Broken Hill.

The question of railway communieation with Wilcannia, Broken Hill, and the South Australian border is of considerable 
magnitude, yet it is one that cannot apparently remain long undetermined, not only in the interest of the places named, and 
the western district generally, but as a means of direct communication with South Australia from Sydney, and probably at no 
distant date by the construction of a line between the Northern and Western lines—a direct route from Brisbane. Lines of 
this character can only be dealt with upon national principles, yet there is also a commercial aspect.

While Wilcannia and the surrounding district depends at present upon water carriage for its supplies, and as a means of 
getting wool to the seaboard, the carriage is uncertain, and it is fair to assume that a portion at least of the traffic would go by 
rails if such a means of transit were available.

. The pastoralists are at the present almost helpless in times of drought and their losses during the past season have been 
great. A railway would have a material effect on their prospects, by affording the means of selling part of their stock in bad 
times, or of removing the same to more favored feeding grounds.

The rates now paid for getting the stores used on stations are excessive in consequence of the great distances to be 
travelled to reach the railway at Hay, Nyngan, or Broken Hill.

v Another very great consideration is the fact of the marvellous development of the mining industry at Broken Hill, where 
there is a population of 15,000 souls at present existing, and we were assured it would rapidly increase.

The whole of this trade is out of the hands of New South Wales and the sympathies of the population are, to a great 
extent, witli South Australia and Victoria, as the communieation with New South Wales is so very difficult.

We were assured by the manager of one of the mines that his railway carriage account amounted to £18,000 per month; 
and were assured that if a through route existed with Sydney, a fair proportion of this traffic might be obtained, in spite of 
our long route. It is probable also that a market would be opened up for coal and coke for our western coal-fields. ' - •

This route would also be as short from Sydney to Adelaide (and of course to places north of Adelaide shorter) as that 
now existing via Melbourne; but the New South Wales Railway would receive a 771 miles of proportion, instead of 387 miles 
as at present to Albury. ' ' . - ■
. . With regard to our northern system and Queensland, if a line is constructed from Werris Creek to the Western line a
shortening of distance between the North and South Australia of about 400 miles would be effected. - r ’

' 5—A The

J. Barling, 
Esq.

25 Sept.,1889.

*
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J. Barling, Tlie line is only now being roughly surveyed from Wilcannia fco Broken Hill, but making the lines throughout on as
Esq. cheap a principle as possible without fencing, it is roughly estimated that it will cost as under :—

Cobar to Wilcannia................................................................................................  £497,000
25 Sept., 1889. Wilcannia to Broken Hill....................................................................................... 390,000

' Broken Hill to Cockburn, via The Pinnacles and Thackeringa ....................... 150,000

£1,037,000

Interest at 31* per cent............................................................................................... £36,295
Rough estimate of cost of working............ ............................................................. 51,000
Interest on rolling stock .......................................................................................... 3,339

Cast per annum £90,634

Of course it is impossible to offer a pronounced opinion upon the probable financial success of such a large undertaking 
from the outset, but there is no doubt ultimately it will be successful ; and as it is most desirable to open up communication 
with remote portions of the Colony of New South Wales, which are at present nearly, if not wholly, commercially connected 
with our sister colonies, we strongly advise the Government to adopt the scheme and to commence it in about four sections, 
so as to get it opened throughout as quickly as possible.

We suggest the route for the line from Broken Hill to the South Australian border at Cockburn, via the Pinnacles and 
* Thackeringa, as the mining industry at the Pinnacles requires the aid of a railway to develop it, and a private company is also 

being projected to afford this facility, and we would advise the Government not to grant powers to any other private company 
in the district.

The Bill now before Parliament for constructing an extension of the. present Silverton tram-line to the River Darling, at 
Menindie, a distance of about 80 miles, regarding which we have been asked to report, is also affected by this scheme. We 
are of opinion it would be unwise to authorize the line, yet it is desirable that access should be given with the river from 
Broken Hill, and if the Government decide to make the Wilcannia line we would advise the rejection of the Bill.
I may mention, in this connection, that the Minister received a letter from a gentleman whoso name I 
cannot give the Committee at present, because his letter is confidential, but if I did the Committee would 
recognize that his remarks are worthy of attention. He points out that in August, 1889, when he wrote, 
he was only just sending away his wool clip of 1888, which had been delayed in Wilcannia for twelve 
months. It may also be interesting to the Committee to hear a report from Mr. John Whitton, the 
Engineer-in-Chief for ^Railways, which was called for hy, I think, Mr. Secretary Eletcher. It is dated 
the 28th Eebniary, 1889, and is as follows :—

Department of Public Works, Bailway Branch, Engineer-in-Chiefs Office, 
Sydney, 28 February, 1889.

. Minute Paper.
Subject:—Proposed Railway from Nyngan to Cobar, Wilcannia and Silverton ; and to connect with the South Australian

Railways at the latter place.
In reply to the Minister’s minute of this date I have no hesitation in stating that if it be considered desirable to construct 
a railway to connect Wilcannia with the railway system of the Colony, and which might eventually be extended to Silverton, 
the best route to adopt would be from Nyngan to Cobar, thence to Wilcannia and Silverton.

This route would form almost a direct line from Nyngan to Silverton where connection could he made with the South 
Australian Railways, thus providing a through route to Adelaide.

In my opinion this would form a very important line and would directly connect Adelaide with Sydney, and the 
distance would be nearly the same as the line now passing through Victoria.

The country from Nyngan to Wilcannia is remarkably easy for Railway construction, no important bridges or heavy 
cuttings will be required in the whole distance.

The following Tenders were received for the construction of the Railway from Nyngan to Cobar :—£ s. d.
1. Carey & Maund............................................................................................................. 182,838 10 0
2. Fishburn & Co................................................................................................................  144,048 1 0
3. Hardy & Morton ......................................................................................................... 121,799 8 4
4. Angus & Co..................................................................................................................... 133,747 6 8
5. Halliday Owen & Co...................................................................................................... 150,154 5 4
6. Fergus & Blair ................................................................................   159,457 5 0
7. Salmond, Denne, & Co...................................................................     153,344 4 6

Engineer’s estimate .....................................................................................................  126,579 0 0
Messrs. Hardy and Morton’s Tender being the lowest was recommended, but no Tender was accepted. 
The comparative distances from Sydney to Adelaide via the respective routes are as under :—

Sydney to Adelaide via Melbourne ...........................................................................
' Sydney to Adelaide via Nyngan, Cobar, Wilcannia and Silverton, viz. :—

Sydney to Wilcannia ............................................................................................
Wilcannia to Silverton, estimated from map........................... ■................................. 135
Silverton to Adelaide by rail and tram..................................................................... 320

Miles.
1,086

616
135
320

1,071
On the present route Sydney to Adelaide, the distances travelled on the New South Wales Railways is only 388 miles, 

whereas by the other route (viz., Nyngan, Wilcannia, and Silverton) the distance travelled on our lines would be 771 miles.
The distance from Sydney to Silverton via Melbourne and Adelaide is 1,406 miles, and from Sydney via Nyngan and 

Wilcannia to Silverton, is 771 miles only. ’ JOHN WHITTON.
The Minister for Works regards this extension chiefly in connection with the proposition to carry the 
line further on to Broken Hill and the South Australian border, and the report of the Committee will 
determine him as to his recommendations to the Cabinet with regard to the further extension alluded to.
2. Mr. Triclcettj] Ton state that a very large proportion of the land through which this line will pass is 
Grovernment land—you cannot tell us the amount of private land ? I think you will find that on the plans.
3. When were the surveyors set to work to alter and improve the grades P I cannot give you the date. 
Mr. Deane will give yon that information. They are at present on the work, and it is estimated that they 
will take six weeks or two months to complete it.
4. Chairman.'] Have you had any flying surveys made on any of the other routes ? I believe surveys 
have been made, hut Mr. Deane would be able to give you that information.
5. Mr. O' Sullivan.] Do you know how the statistics of trade were prepared ? The statistics were first 
obtained by Mr. Hornidge, who is now in the employ of the Railway Commissioners. The officer who can 
give you the most complete information will be Mr. Harper, who is one of the goods superintendents now.

. 6. Is he available ? Yes, I saw him this morning. He has been over the line three times and knows it
thoroughly. Mr. Kirkcaldie will also be able to give you information.
7. We can also obtain returns with regard to the river trade? Yes. Mr. Kirkcaldie has given a great 
deal of attention to the matter.
8. Mr. Vowel.] Have you received many requests from the residents of Broken Hill, Silverton, and Wil
cannia with reference to the construction of this line? You will be able to find that iu the printed^reefs.

9.
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9. Do you know anything of a public meeting having recently been held at Broken Hill in reference to J- Barling, 
this matter ? I cannot speak from memory—it will be seen in the papers. Es<l-
l(h Are you aware that arrangements have been made by the Minister to receive a deputation from the 
residents of Broken Hill about it ? I believe that a deputation from Broken Hill will wait upon him ®ePfc-» 1889. 
to-morrow.
11. Do you know of any meetings that have been held at Cobar, or whether any deputations were recently 
appointed to wait upon the Minister ? I do not remember any recent depuations from Cobar. Ho doubt 
a great many meetings have been held.
12. Do you know anything about the amount of bullion that comes from Broken Hill? No; I cannot 
give you that information; but I can easily get it. The Government Statistician furnished me with 
statistics of the trade of 1888, and I will send them to the Committee.
13. You cannot say what amount of bullion is produced in Broken Hill per week or per month? I have 
no direct knowledge. In the Report of the Railway Commissioners which I read they say: “We are 
assured by the manager of one of these mines that his railway carriage account amounted to £18,000 per 
month, and that if a through line to Sydney existed a fair proportion of that might be obtained in spite of 
the long route.”
14. Mr. Tonkin.'] Do you know whether the estimate of cost is exclusive of the whole of the fencing ? It 
includes the fencing I think, where the Department proposes to fence.
15. The line is not to be fenced except where there is population ? Yes.
16. Does the estimate of cost include the necessary fencing? I believe so.

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—BAII/WAY FROM NYNGAN TO COBAB. 3

Henry Deane, Esq., Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways, sworn, and examined: —
17. CAairOTare.] "What is your position in the Service ? Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways. H. Deane,
18. What position did you hold before you held that ? Inspecting engineer of railways under construction. BS<1-
19. Do you knowr anything about the proposed line from Nyngan to Cobar personally ? I have not been j'—'A—
over it, but I have had a good deal to do with the making of plans and surveys. • 2° Sept.,1889.
20. Can you tell me what surveyors have been engaged upon this line ? The first surveyor out there was 
Mr. Henry Hardy. He was recalled in 1885, and Mr. Martin and Mr. Hixson completed the survey.
21. Those are the only surveyors who have been upon the line ? They are all who were on it at that time.
We have some surveyors at work there now improving the line.
22. Are the three gentlemen whom you have named engineers as well as surveyors ? No.
23. None of them ? No ; they are surveyors. •
24. Nothing was done between 1885 and the present time as far as the surveyors were concerned ? Yes ;
Mr. D. C. Simpson, who is district engineer, was over the line last year with a view to improving it.
25. Who else ? The men engaged there at present in improving and restaking the line are Mr. Stewart 
and Mr. Stawell, district engineers’ assistants, and Mr. Marshall, a surveyor.
26. When was the line first permanently staked out? In 1885.

"Up that time had any engineer inspected it ? I am not quite sure whether Mr. Palmer, who was 
at that time in charge of the trial surveys went over the line. -
28. Will not your papers show' whether he did or did not? I daresay I could find out whether he was
over the line. '
29. Were the plans now before the Committee prepared when the line was permanently staked? Yes.
It is the same line practically. I think there is one small deviation.
30. I want to confine your answer to the plans laid on the table of the House on the 29th April, 1886 ?
Yes, that was the line. ’
31. The line surveyed by Messrs. Hardy, Martin, and Hixson? Yes.
32. You cannot say positively whether Mr. Palmer inspected the line before the plans were laid upon the 
table or the House ? I do not think he did.
33. Any checking in reference to these surveys would be done in the office in Sydney without any know
ledge of the contour of the country except from what was shown on the plans ? Yes. Mr. Hardv, when 
I asked him about the matter on a subsequent occasion, said that he had instructions from Mr. Palmer to 
lay out a line which was through nearly the whole of its length parallel to the travelling stock route.
34. Can you tell me what the steepest grade was on the line laid out in 1885, and shown on the plans laid
on the table of the House in 188b ? I am not quite certain. The plans, I think, were nrepared first with 
grades of 1 in 40 ; but afterwards the section was altered to 1 in 50. 1 ■
35. At all events you say you think the steepest grade was 1 in 40 ? The steepest grade when the plans 
were first completed was 1 iu 40. Afterwards it was improved on the section only to 1 in 50—there was 
no restaking.
36. Was that alteration made before the plans were submitted to the Legislative Council and Legislative 
Assembly for their approval or afterwards ? I cannot say. I am sure that the line which was approved 
of had grades of 1 in 40.
37. Mr. Lackey.] Would that be the average grade or a special grade ? The ruling grade for short lengths
here and there. 4 * &
38. Chairman.] Of course one grade would influence the haulage on the whole of the line? It would

U^-0n U ^ were Only short, and you could take a run at it, you might get over it.
39. Must it not necessarily influence the haulage on the whole of the line ? Unless it were only a few
chains in length. J
4r w.iU thafc the haulage power of an engine is 200 tons on a grade of 1 in 40 ? The momentum 
of the tram, if there were only 2 or 3 chains, would carry it over.
41. Is not that severe on the rolling stock? Certainly not.

These plans were afterwards referred by Mr. Secretary Sutherland to the Engineer-in-Chief Mr.
Whitton, for him to try and find out better grades ? Yes ; last year. ’ ’
43. Mr. Simpson then inspected the line ? Yes. He had his instruments with him, and he cross-sectioned 

hn® ariy found bow it was possible to make some improvements. He made a report upon the subiect.
44. \\ hen instructions are giyen to the surveyors, are they told what the steepest grade is to which they
must bring the line—that they are not to get a higher grade than 1 in 40 or 1 in 50 ? A surveyor is told 
to get the best grade that he can. .

45.
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H. Deane, 
Esq.

25Sept., 1889. '■

The original

You

45. But it must not be more than a certain steepness ? Occasionally that instruction has been glve“-
46. Have you got the instructions which were first issued to the surveyors about the Cobar line . I*0-
47. Can you get them? I can see whether there were any written instructions; but I expect that the
instructions given were verbal.* , . ,
48. Were they burnt in the Garden Palace fire ? No ; if any written instructions were given they would
not have been burnt. _ _ .
49. Mr. Simpson was the first engineer who visited the line ? Yes. j j.- r
50. That was after the house had been invited to approve of, and did approve of, the plans and sections ot
the line ? Yes. _ .
51. What did he reduce the grades to ? His steepest grade was 1 in oO. . -u i • o m,
52. What was the difference between the original cost and the cost of the line as laid out by him. t here 
was not any difference worth considering. His estimate came to within a few hundred pounds.ot the other.
53. Mr. Garrard,'] Per mile ? Noaltogether. _ , j jo
54. Chairman.] How did the plans now before the Committee come to be produced, 
working section was taken, and the formation line altered so as to give grades of 1 in 50.
55. By whom ? By my orders.
5G. By whom was the work done ? By the men in the ofBce.
57. Without going on to the ground at all? Yes. We had the levels all the way along the line, 
can lay down any grade you like, and can calculate the earth-work involved without going on to the line ;
that is all office work. - ,.
58. Could you do that in broken country as ivell as in level country ? If you had all the information you
wanted. You would not go and measure the cuttings and banks on the ground. You would take levels 
along the centre line, and if it were rough and uneven country cross-sections would be taken. those 
would be sent to the office, and the earthwork calculated there. . . .
59. The map before the Committee showing a grade of 1 in 50 was prepared under your instructions m 
"til 6 0 fln P. 6 ^ Y 0 ft
60. Since then Mr. Simpson has been sent out ? No. Mr. Simpson’s alterations involved a number of 
deviations, and when it was desired to have the work proceeded with, I think m April, those deviations 
not having been staked, Mr. Whitton considered that it would occasion too much delay if men were sent 
into the field to stake them, and the longitudinal section was altered so as to give a gradient ot 1 m oO
instead of 1 in 40 as before. i a: + u i
61. Do I understand that Mr. Simpson’s alterations were entirely discarded, and that the office went DacK 
to the old 1 in 40 plan, and altered it to 1 in 50 ? Yes. I asked Mr. Whitton to have the deviations 
staked out as recommended by Mr. Simpson, but there was an anxiety on the part of the Minister, Mr. 
Bruce Smith, I think, to get the work started so as to give employment to those who wanted it. it was 
considered that.too long a delay would be occasioned if the line were restaked. It would have taken a
couple of months extra. . ,., , ,,
62. Did the Minister know then of Mr. Simpson’s recommendation ? I am not sure, 1 did not see ttie 
Minister about it. My communicatiens at that time were with Mr. Whitton. I got my instructions from him.
63. At all events when this line with a grade of 1 in 50 was recommended there was a survey m the office, 
the result of Mr. Simpson’s inspection, which showed that a grade of 1 in 60 could be obtained at an 
additional cost of a few hundred pounds ? Yes. I think the way it occurred was this : The Minister 
wanted to get the works commenced as soon as possible ; Mr. Whilton was ill at home, and I was sent tor 
to sav how soon the work could be put in hand. I happened not to be in the office at the limG, and Mr. 
Drewitt, who is in charge of the drawing department, went instead of me. He promised that all the 
plans should be ready in about a fortnight. When I heard that, I went over to see Mr. Whitton, and 
pointed out to him how desirable it was that the deviations should be staked out,, and that it that were 
done we could not possibly get the plans ready in a fortnight. Mr. Whitton said that the wotk being 
pressing, and the plans having been promised, it would be better to alter the present longitudinal secuon.
64. There was an impression that as the House had approved of the line the contract might be let. xes.
65. How long have the surveyors who are now on the line been there ? About a month, I think.
66. Can you tell us what instructions have been given to them ? They have had instructions to make a 
ruling gradient of not less than 1 in 75. They have had the line marked.out for them on the plan, and 
that is the line which they have to stake ; but they are to report as to its suitability or otherwise, and
suggest deviations. \ -i o r
67. Could that line with a grade of 1 in 75 be constructed at the estimated cost of £2,560 per ron® • •*-
do not think it will cost more. I have a progress report from one of the surveyors showing a deviation 
which does not materially lengthen the line. It commences at about 405 or 406 miles, and terminates 
about 412 miles. I believe it will be cheaper than the old line, and it will certainly be better, because 
the country is not so undulating. It reduces the grade from 1 in 60. to 1 in 75. . . ,
68. By this deviation what wall be the ruling grade on the line ? 1 in 75. The other deviations will be
treated in a precisely similar manner. _
69. Those deviations, gives a grade of 1 in 75, will cost a comparatively small sum .. Yes. .
70. Do you think you could work out for us ivhat the saving would be by constructing a line with a grade
of l in 75 instead of 1 in 40 ? In construction ? . ,
71. Altogether jrou might take the Commissioners estimate of the traffic as the basis . Yes, I could
work it out. _
72. Mr. Garrard.] You spoke of one deviation ; but there is a large number of grades of 1 in 50, 1 m oo, 
and 1 in 60? They will all be taken in succession. This is only one I bring as an example.
73. Have you sufficient data to show that all the others could be taken as economically as the one to which
you have just referred ? Not at present ; there is only the probability. I had some information about 
the levels of the country before giving the surveyors instructions. _
74. Mr. O’ Sullivan] Is the deviation you spoke of before you come to the granite ridge at Honda 
homestead, near “ Budd’s Hotel” ? Yes, it would be before that, I think. .
75. The deviation would be to avoid that granite ridge ? It is made to avoid one of the ridges ; but they
are so frequent on this line. I find that the deviation is 20 miles back from Budd s. .
76. AVhcre does it come out? It extends about 4 miles altogether ; it comes out about 410 miles.
77. Then the line will go past Budd’s and Florida homestead, as marked on the plan ? Yes. 78.

Note {on revision) :—The instructions were verbal.
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78. Mr. Hurley.'] Is there no difference in the length of the line with a 1 in 40 grade and with a grade 
of 1 in 75 ? Yes. With a grade of 1 in 75 the line will be slightly longer.
79. By many miles ? I cannot tell you exactly, hut I think by about three-quarters of a mile. 25 s . 188g
80. Do you think it advantageous to the Department and to the country to send out ordinary surveyors _ p ' '
on such an important mission as the survey of a railway line instead of civil engineers ? I think it is
quite possible to get good work out of surveyors if they are properly looked after by an engineer.
81. As the expenditure of some hundreds of thousands of pounds is concerned in a work of this
character, should it not be the duty of the person in charge of the Department, the Engineer-in-Chief, 
or of some other equally competent man, to go over the line before it is decided upon ? I consider that 
Mr. Palmer ought to have gone over the line ; but I believe that he did not do so. ■
82. Is it not the general impression that those surveys were made merely because political pressure '
was brought to bear upon the Department at the time ? That I cannot answer. ■
83. At all events, you believe that some negligence has been manifested in not sending efficient persons 
over the line in the first instance ? I explained what Mr. Hardy told me as to what was the nature of 
the instructions which he received. ■ Of course it is possible that if he had been left to himself he 
would have obtained a better line.
84. If an efficient man had been sent out in the first instance, a man competent to judge or to carry out 
the survey properly, would there have been any necessity to make four or five surveys in such level 
country as that between Nyngan and Cobar ? Mr. Hardy was a competent man ; but he was hampered
by his instructions. . - .
85. So that the country has been saddled with the expense of five surveyors, where one would have sufficed 
had he been left to himself in the first instance ? I have no doubt that he would have adopted a different 
line ; but he said that he had to take instructions. The fault certainly lies with Mr. Palmer.
80. You are of opinion that in all matters where much money is to be expended one of your most efficient '
officers should be sent to inspect the line—if not the Engineer-in-Chief himself ? I think that an engineer 
should inspect a line which has not been laid out by engineers. _
87. Seeing that there is such a difEerence in the grades as that between 1 in 40 and 1 in 75, you think a 
proper and efficient survey was not made in the first instance ? Not in the first instance. The second 
survey was when Mr. Simpson went over the line. He got a good line.
88. Can you give us any idea of the reason for going via Budd’s instead of to the north or south. Near 
Budd’s there is a large basaltic range ;—was it the intention to secure metal for the whole of the line in 
that particular spot ? The reason for going along that way was to keep as near to the road as possible— 
in fact to keep along it. There would certainly be an advantage in going near basaltic hills where ballast 
could be obtained.
89. Mr. Dowel.] What position does Mr. Palmer occupy in the Service ? He is not in it now.
90. Have you had considerable experience in railway construction ? Yes, I have had a good many years 
at it.
91. Outside the Colony ? Yes. .
92. Where ? In England and in Europe—in Hungary.
93. Do you not think it desirable that where a line is being laid out a competent railway engineer should 
always be associated with the surveyors ? I consider that the surveyors should have a certain amount of 
engineering experience ; but I think that most of our surveyors have sufficient. Some of them are actually 
engineers ; men who have been brought up as engineers.
91. Although you term them surveyors they have a large knowledge of railway construction? Yes, as 
to the principles of the economic laying out of lines.
95, I presume their instructions will be to get the best grade possible ? Yes.
9G. They would not be confined to any particular set of instructious ? They certainly are not now. I 
can only speak from my own experience. They have always had instructions to get the best gradients 
they can.
97. They are not restricted in any way at all ? Except that frequently a limit had been put on. They 
are told that in certain country they must not go beyond a grade of 1 in 40 or of 1 in 50.
98. Are their instructions to lay out a line that will not exceed £2,560 a mile ? To lay out the cheapest
line possible. - _
99. As a rule is it not a fact that easy gradients could be obtained at some considerable cost in excess 
of what it would take to get a grade of 1 in 40 ? In this country, certainly.
100. What about broken country;—would not that materially affect the cost ? I mean the Colony ;—not
the country between Nyngan and Cobar. , _
101. Would it not materially affect the cost of construction of this line if a grade of 1 in 75 were adopted
instead of 1 in 40 ? Not in the way I have showm. 1 have shown that by making deviations in the line 
at various points we can get better gradients, and no heavier earthwrork ; and in fact in some cases lighter 
earthwork ; but there is a slight increase in the cost in the length of the line. _
102. That rule would not apply to broken country—hilly country ? No, probably not. Each country 
must certainly be taken on its own merits. I should be better prepared to give an opinion if I knew the 
particular country and had been over it.
103. Was it not one of Mr. Palmer’s duties to make the final inspection of the line ? Yes.
104. Mr. Palmer was a qualified engineer ? Yes.
105. Did he inspect this line ? I believe he did not. I believe he was satisfied with the work which was 
done in the field, and that he thought it was not necessary for him to go over the line.
106. The levels and cross-sections so satisfied him that he thought it was not necessary to make 
an inspection ? Yes. He considered that the information got from the surveyors was sufficient.
107. Have you any reports in your office as to the class of country which the line will traverse? You 
will find a good deal about it in the papers laid before Parliament about the Cobar railway. There is a 
report there by a traffic inspector, Mr. Hornidge.
108. Do your engineers furnish you with reports as to the character of the country in which cuttings have 
to be made ? Yes ; we always have a report as to the character of the country and its resources.
109. Mr. TonMn.] Do you know what the estimated cost of the line was per mile with a grade of 1 in 40?
The estimates have been revised since, and the prices have been altered, but the cost of labour is lower 
than it was. I do not think the original estimate would be very much of a guide. The estimated cost in 
August, 1886, was £241,661.
110. About £34,000 more than the present estimate ? Yes. 111.

H. Deane! 
.' Esq.'
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111. The estimate now before us is for a grade of 1 in 75? The present estimate is for a grade of 1 in 
50. It is my belief that the estimate will not be materially affected by having a grade of 1 in 75, though

25 Se t 1889 ^ cou^ no^ sPeak positively about it.
> eP •> • 212. If you had a grade of 1 in 50 a mile long you would not call that a short grade ? No ; we have no

grades of 1 in 50 that length. -
113. There is a grade of 1 in 50 half a mile up and half a mile down ;—do you not think that it would be 
better if there is only one grade of 1 in 50 to expend a little more money and reduce it ? To expend a 
little more money—yes.
114. There is only one 1 in 50 grade on the proposed line ? Tes; but to get a ruling grade of 1 in 60 you 
would have to cut out the 1 in 55 grades.
115. But would it not be advantageous to reduce the grade to 1 in 55 ? Tes ; but the difference is not 
very much.
116. Does it not materially alter the haulage power ;—is there not a great deal of difference between the 
power required to pull a load up a grade of 1 in 50 and that required to pull it up a grade of 1 in 60 ? 
Tes ; roughly speaking it would make about one-fifth difference.
117. If you had had the drawing of those plans, would you not have tried to reduce the 1 in 50 grade, 
seeing that it is the only one on the whole line ? If it were the only one on the whole line, and all the 
rest’ were good grades, I should certainly have tried to cut it out, even at a considerable cost in earthwork.
118. Tou know that the grades have a great deal to do with the working expenses of a line ? Tes.
119. That the easier the grades the less the working expenses ? Tes. ■
120. Taking that into consideration, in constructing the lines you would make the grades as easily as 
possible ? Dor that reason I gave instructions to the surveyors to adopt a grade of 1 in 75, and not to get

• anything steeper.
121. Do you think that it would have been a mistake if the country had decided to construct the line upon 

' the plan now before us ? I do.
122. Tou have no doubt that we shall be able to get a 1 in 75 grade ? I have not the slightest doubt of it.
123. Mr. Sumphery^] About when did you issue instructions to alter the grade to 1 in 75 ? It w-as 
before the surveyors who are at present engaged on the ■work left. In the beginning of July I saw Mr. 
Eddy about this matter, and made special reference to the Nyngan and Cobar line, and the extensions. I 
was very much in favour of reducing the grade, and Mr. Eddy was also very anxious to have them reduced.
I arranged there and then that if possible we should get grades in the western country from 1 in 75 to 1 
in 100. Acting upon that, I applied for sanction from the Minister to have the line from Nyngan to 
Cobar examined, improved, and restaked, so as to get a ruling gradient of 1 in 75.
124. Has that sanction been granted ? Tes ; it was in consequence of it that the surveyors were sent out.
125. The delay in the construction of the line has been of material advantage to the country ? I believe 
it has.
126. That is to say we get a good railway with a grade of 1 in 75 instead of 1 in 40 at the same cost, or 
without an increased cost ? Tes ; I believe the cost will be about the same.
127. Did the plans show a grade of 1 in 40 when approved of by Mr. Palmer ? Tes, I think so.
128. Mr. Palmer was satisfied with the plans showing a grade of 1 in 40, and therefore did not inspect the 
field-work ? Tes.
129. Do you know if special instructions have been issued by the Department to the surveyors to be 
satisfied if they can get a grade of 1 in 40 ? Nothing more than verbal instructions have ever been given, 
as far as I know.
130. "Was that the general instruction, that if a grade of 1 in 40 could be secured the surveyor was to be 
satisfied, and not seek for a better grade ? I do not think so. One reason why the 1 in 40 grade was 
adopted on the Cobar line was to cut down the expense. The centre line had been adopted, and in order 
to cut down the cost of construction the steepest grade allowable was made use of.
131. As a matter of fact you have ascertained that the grade can be reduced from 1 in 40 to 1 in 75 
without an increased cost ? Tes.
132. And without any appreciable lengthening of the line ? And without any appreciable lengthening of 
the line.
133. Dr. Garran.'] I understood you to say that the original surveyors were instructed to keep as close as 
they could to the stock route ? Tes.
134. And if they followed the surface by that route they could not well avoid a grade of 1 in 40 ? No.
135. Tou are now making deviations r Tes.
136. But they are only deviations from that line as originally staked? Tes, that is all. .
137. So that even the engineers now on the ground are in bondage to the original instructions to stick to 
the stock route ? They have instructions to report if they see any other deviation or route that can be 
adopted with advantage.
138. Still they are practically tied to a moderate degree of deviation from that route ? Well, if they saw 
that by deviating considerably from the line they could obtain an advantage they -would be expected to 
report to the office to that effect, and if the deviation proved a good one they would have instructions to 
make it.
139. I see in the precis under the date 6/7/87 that Mr. Secretary Sutherland stated in the House that 
“he had been informed that a line could be found with grades of 1 in lOO.’’ Do you know anything of the 
possibility of constructing a line -with grades of 1 in 100 between Nyngan and Cobar ? No.
140. Do you think that it would be possible ? I really could not say. Erom the information which we 
have I should not think that it was possible.
141. If the original surveyors, or the subsequent surveyors, had been told that they might disregard the
stock route altogether and simply lay out the best line they could, could they have got a grade of 1 in 
100 ? We could get 1 in 100 on the present line as staked out, if -we went in for a certain amount more 
earthwork. It is quite possible that when the line has been staked out and the levels come in it may be 
found advantageous to make 1. in 100 the ruling grade. At present the surveyors are working to 1 in 75. 
It is a question of earthwork, and it is quite within the range of possibility that it may be desirable to 
alter that to 1 in 100. If the earthw-ork caused by that alteration would not. be excessive, I shall certainly 
make it. ’
142. Has any surveyor been instructed to travel between Nyngan and Cobar, holding himself perfectly
fre§ from the stock route altogether, to see if he could get a line of 1 in 100 that would not require con
siderable cuttings ? Not within my experience. 143.
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143. How many grades have you to alter to establish a grade of 1 in 75 ? A great many.
144. So you have to make a great many deviations from this fixed line ? One deviation will sometimes
cut out a great many grades. '
145. It is not worth while to consider at the present stage of things the feasibility of an altogether fresh Sepfc.,1889. 
route, that might be 5 or 10 miles north or south of the stock route ? I think a satisfactory line will be
obtained in the present position.
146. Tou do not see any necessity for going further afield? No.
147. Are the ridges of which you spoke sand or rock ? Some of them are rock.
148. Of what description ? I believe basalt.
149. If you had to cut through those at any depth it would be expensive work ? Tes.
150. Do the rocky ridges or the sandy ridges make the worst grades ? I could not tell you which are 
which. Irom the reports I do not think there is much sand in the country.
151. The surveyors’ report do not speak of sand ridges ? No.
152. If there were sand ridges they would be comparatively cheap to cut through ? Yes.
153. Mr. Copeland.’] I suppose the line as surveyed is a pretty straight one, is it not? Tes, it "is fairly 
straight. The diagram plan will showr that.
154. There are no sharp curves? No. With those deviations I think we shall have curves of 20 chains
radius, but not sharper. .
155. What is the general method adopted in making flying surveys ;—I suppose you send a surveyor out 
and he goes over the ground merely with an aneroid ? Tes.
156. Tou expect after that to. improve the levels, do you not ? He would have to use a spirit-level
also.. If that exploration promised well, a proper survey would have to be made with a theodolite and a ■ 
spirit-level.
157. But. I suppose that in all cases you expect to improve upon your first survev ? Tes. A great deal 
of attention is paid to the surveys,, and a great deal of.trouble is taken to find out the best line. I could 
snow you p]aces where several deviations have been tried in order to improve upon the original route.
loS. Is it an unusual occurrence in the Department for you to have first of all a line with a grade of 1 in 
40 and then to be able to reduce it to 1 in 75 ;-°-is this the only instance you know of where that has been 
done, or has the grade been similarly reduced in other cases ? I do not remember any other surveys 
that have been treated in the same way. I think that probably the same scope for improvement has not 
been afforded.
159. I suppose you seldom have such a long period in which to experiment and make additional surveys

haye case ? If the batch of lines that were voted in 1884 had been commenced straight
off I should not have had the chance of offering an opinion.
160. Supposing the line had been constructed on the plan then passed by Parliament with a ruling grade
of 1 in 50 ? It was 1 in 40 in the first instance. r j 6 s
161. Was. the grade on the plan approved of by Parliament 1 in 40 or 1 in 50 ? I think 1 in 40.
162. It will prove of immense advantage to the country if the line is constructed with a grade of 1 in 
/ 5 instead of with a grade of 1 in 40, as wa s first suggested ? Tes.
163. It would be an immense saving on such a long line as this would be from Nyngan to Silverton or to 
the South Australian border to have a grade of 1 in 75 instead of 1 in 40 ? Tes, an immense advantage.
164. The saving would be equal to 30 or 40 per cent, on the working expenses, would it not ? I could 
not tell you exactly. On the haulage expenses you would save 30 or 40 per cent. The cost of maintenance 
of permanent way, and some other expenses, would practically remain the same.
165. Do you think that hitherto the Department have paid as much attention to reducing the grades as 
you are paying now ? I scarcely know.
166. I suppose you could say without committiug yourself whether on many of the railways that are now 
constructed the grades could be materially reduced without any great difficulty ? Many of the grades 
might have been reduced with a considerable increase of the cost.
167. Tou do not anticipate that the reduction of these grades will lead to an increase of the cost ? No ;
but this is a different kind of country. I should not like to give an opinion upon that unless you were to 
specify one particular line, and I were to see it. '
168. Chairman.] I will mention one—the line from Gunnedah to Narrabri—they have a grade there of 1
in 40 ? 1 in 50. There is a grade of 1 in 40 this side of Gunnedah. I do not know what I myself should ’
have recommended in that case.
169. Have you any knowledge of the country between Cobar and Wilcannia;—have you had a flying 
survey made ? We have had a trial survey made. We have had a complete section taken.
.1/0. What do the levels show between Cobar and Wilcannia ? They have not been thoroughly worked 
out, but they justify me in believing that grades could be obtained similar to those on the proposed line.
With the exception of a few miles there will be no difficulty about it.
171. All the way to Wilcannia? Tes.
172. Tou think you would be able to get a grade of 1 in 75 ? Tes.
173. Have you any knowledge of the country beyond Wilcannia towards Broken Hill ? We have sur
veyors up there, between^W ilcannia and Broken Hill, and they have had instructions to find a line with a 
ruling gradient of 1 in 75, and to report if the country became excessively difficult; but we have had no 
reports to that effect. They vyere not to lay out a line if such a gradient could not be obtained without 
reporting to the office, and obtaining sanction of the work.
174. Suppose this line is constructed, and you have to take coal or coke out to, say Broken Hill, it will 
be an immense advantage as far as haulage is concerned to be able to run on a grade of 1 in 75 instead of 
1 in 40 or 1 in 50—will it not ? Tes.
1^5. Tou will be able to carry the coal at a less rate and with more profit to the Department ? Tes.
176. Mr. Trickett.] Cannot you tell us when the last surveyors were sent out ? 1 have not the date here.
177. The report of the Eailway Commissioners is dated 15th July, 1889, and the concluding paragraph 
says, . Great attention must be paid to the gradients on the line, if necessary slight detours being made 
to avoid ridges, as it will only be by having easy grades, thus enabling heavy trains to be taken, that we 
can hope to secure the traffic of the far west from the sister Colonies, which have for so long enjoyed our 
traffic. Was it in consequence of that paragraph that you sent out the surveyors, or was the consultation 
which you spoke of prior to that ? It was before that date. I have here a minute on the subject dated

the
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H. Deane, the 12th July. Some time previously, when Mr. Whitton became ill and I bad to to undertake a good 
. many of his duties, I paid a good deal of attention to it. _ _

g t78- "Can von give the Committee any information as to how the surveyors were instructed are their
25Sept.,1889. merejy . have they printed regulations; or are they told that a railway is to be con

structed from such a place to some other place and that they have to survey the route ? Their instruc
tions are nearly always verbal. . _
179. Are they told to get the easiest grades possible ? As a rule they are told to get the easiest grades 
possible. Sometimes they have written to say that they cannot get anything lighter than (say) 1 in 40, 
and they have been told that they must make further attempts to improve the grade. _ _
180. In the precis I find, this: “.19/1/89. The Engineer-in-chief forwarded to the ^Minister Mr. D. C. 
Simpson’s report upon certain proposed deviations of the line which would have the eifect of reducing the 
steepest grade from 1 in 40 to 1 iu 50, and of otherwise improving the grades. The Locomotive Engineer 
in reply to the Commissioner reported that this easement of the grades would have the effect of increasing 
the haujage,capacity, of the engines 00 per cent., that is to say, if an engine could haul 100 tons on the 
original grades she could haul 100 tons on the improved grades.” Could you say how much an engine 
could haul if the grade were reduced to 1 in 75 ? That paragraph is not correct—it would not reduce the 
hauling-capacity GO per cent. Approximately the reduction is in proportion to the grade.
18L 'That is what he says, “If an engine could haul 100 tons on the original grades she could haul 160 tons 
on thedmproved grades” P That would not be the case—it would only be about 125 tons.
182. IWKo was the locomotive engineer on the 19th January, 1889 ? ■ Mr. Midelton. _ ■
ISS.nThei.grade would not have as great an efiect on the hauling capacity of an engine as he says it 
would? No. ' _ . . •
184. ’ In vouf opinion if the original plan had been carried out, leaving the grade at 1 in 40, it would have 
been a mistake ? Yes. ■
185. Financially and otherwise ? Yes.
186. Dr. Qarran.] You have no survey between Hay and Wentworth ? No ; there has never been any
survey made. • . . . •

. THURSDAY, 2Q .SEPTEMBER, 1889. ■
- - . -Jkfsrnt:— . . ■
JOSEPH PALMEE ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaibman).

The Hon. John Lackey. _
The Hon. Andrew Gabban. 1 " - -
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphrey. 

/ The' Hoh. William' Jbs kph ’Trickett. ' '
Jacob ;G-aeba:rd,'Esq. -

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.

Henry Copeland, Esq.
James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq. 
William Spbingthohpe Dowel, Esq. 
Edward William O’Sullivan, Esq. 
John Hurley,'Esq.

■■' ■ The Committee further considered the proposed Bailway from Nyngan to Cobar.

Henry Deane, Esq., Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Bailways, sworn, and further examined :—
187. Dr. Garran.'] Who is the surveyor who was first sent out to survey the Nyngan to Cobar line? I 
believe Mr. Hardy was the first.
188. From whom did he receive instructions? From Mr. Palmer.

26 Sept., 1889. pgg wag ]\qr Palmer who was responsible for telling him to keep on the cattle route ? So he says.
190. Have you arranged on this line for gates at the level crossings or for cattle stops ? For gates.
191. Entirely ? Yes.
192. Have you gone into the question whether cattle stops would be cheaper ? It has been specially
considered -with regard to the Nyngan to Cobar railway. Cattle stops are certainly very much more 
expensive-for private crossings. -

• 193.’ Would you have gate-keepers’ houses at these crossings? It is proposed to do without fencing on
a great part of the line, and in that case no gates will be required. It is proposed only to fence within 
the range of settlement.
194. - How many watering-places will you have for the engines ? Four have been allowed for.
195. They are all provided for in the estimates ? Yes-
196. Will you get your supply of water from the Government excavations ? Yes, that has been
contemplated. • ■
197. You will not require to go to any special expense in making tanks of your own ? No ; but we shall
have the usual tanks on stages. .
198. Have you provided for any excavations for tanks ? No. •
199. How are you going to get your supply when you cannot depend on the Government water ? There
are three tanks on the road at convenient distances, about 20 miles apart. . . .
200. Will there be any stations where there are at present no tanks? I cannot tell exactly where the
stations will be provided, but that would not be of any importance. ‘
201. .How .would you provide the stations with water if you had no tanks ; —would you trust to the rain
water? Yes; or it could be brought along with the engines. -
202. The Commissioners say that they have put the rates of carriage of material at the lowest possible
price. I presume by that that you are going to be charged less for the carriage of the iron work than 
has been customary ? Yes. . . ;
203. What is the amount of the reduction ? 3d. per ton per mile. We used to be charged 4d. per ton,
but the Commissioners have arranged to charge for this particular line a Id. per ton per mile.
204. That is one-fourth of the usual rate ? Yes. .. •, • ’. ■
205. What difference will that make on tlie whole line or per mile ? I have not" the exact account with
me, but it-would make a reduction of about £470 per mile. . . . . ■ . ■
200..Then in comparing the estimated cost of construction of this line, namely £2,560, with the , cost- of 
previous linos, we must bear in mind that it has a special favour to the extent "of £470 a mile which the 
others have not ? Yes, if you like to call it a favour. I think the other lines have been very unfairly 
treated. . 207.
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207. "What I mean is that this line has a special advantage which .was not granted to the others ? Tes, H. Deane, 
with the newer lines we have arranged with the Commissioners to have the iron carried for 2d.
208. When yon were making the line from Nyngan to Bourke you were charged 4d. ? Tes. .
209. So that if we compare the cost of the line from Nyngan to Cobar with that of the line from Nyngan ^ eP •’ •
to Bourke we must remember that the former line had a special advantage to the extent of £470 a mile ?
Tes.
210. If we did not remember that, the comparison would be deceptive ? Tes.
211. So that while a reduction is made in the cost of the line it is at the expense of the railway account ?
Tes. -
212. In other words we are paying £470 a mile and lightening the loan account by that ? I do not 
think that the carriage of rails for new lines is a fair item of revenue.
213. It has always been considered a fair item of revenue ? By Mr. Goodchap.
214. I am simply contrasting the two. Hitherto our revenue has been fostered at the expense of the loan 
fund now we are going to lighten the loan fund and charge a. lower rate for carriage which will give us 
less revenue ? Tes.
215. I only want to draw attention to the fact that the cost of £2,560 a mile is not all due to economy
pure and simple ? No. J
216. Part of it is simply due to a lighter charge for the carriage of permanent wav P A luster charge.
217. A lighter charge ? Tes. » v . j s
218. If we added £470 to £2,560, it would bring the cost up to about £3,000 a mile, which would be the
proper comparison to moke with other lines ? Tes. •
219. Tou promised to supply me with the ruling gradients on several of the lines ? Tes, thev are as 
follows : Orange to Dubbo, l in 40 ; Dubbo to Nyngan, 1 in 50 ; Nyngan to Bourke, 1 in 80 ; Junee to 
Narrandera, 1 m 40; Narrandera to Hay, 1 in 55. Lines surveyed only—Molong to Parkes, 1 in 40:
Parkes to Condobolin, 1 in 50; Condobolin to Wilcannia, 1 in 60.
220. In looking at the traffic from Sydney I suppose we can get nothing as far as Dubbo without going
in for a gradient of 1 in 40 P No. . “
221. The loads must be adapted to that ? Tes. .
222. Between Dubbo and Nyngan we come down to 1 in 50 ? Tes ; that gradient is iust a short distance 
out of Dubbo, and then the grades are pretty light. .
223. What are they after that ? I think about 1 in 80.
224. If we could have got rid of that 1 in 50 we should have 1 in 80 all the way between Dubbo and 
Nyngan ? I believe so.
225. Do you know the locality of that grade ? I have not been over that portion of the line, but I know
the section where it occurs. ~
226. Do you think that at a moderate expenditure it might have been reduced ? That I could not say.
227. It would have been a great advantage to the traffic on the whole line if it could have been cut out ? '
Undoubtedly.
228. It spoils the load for the whole distance ? I am quite of opinion that an isolated grade of 1 in 50 is 
a great drawback.
229. When the train gets to Dubbo it can, with a better grade of 1 in 50, take a slightly increased load 
as far as Nyngan ? Tes.
230. But from Nyngan to Bourke you come down to 1 in 80 ? Tes.
231. Would it not be desirable to bring the Nyngan to Cobar line down to 1 in 80 too and make it light9 
Ihere is not much difference between 1 in 75 and 1 in 80.

jp* simply means adding another truck or two to the load ? Of course, the flatter the grade you can 
get the better. I haye not the slightest doubt that we can get a grade of 1 in 80 on the line which is now 
being laid out at a slightly increased cost.
233. Tou say that you have a grade of 1 in 40 in Dubbo with the same engine, how many tons could you 
add to the load m going over the 1 in 50 grade between Dubbo and Nyngan ? If an engine drew 100 tons 
between Orange and Dubbo, I should say that it would take about 125 tons between Dubbo and Nyngan.
234. And what could the same engine draw between Nyngan and Bourke in a grade of 1 in 80 ? About
double what it could in a grade of 1 in 40. ‘
235. 200 tons? Tes. •
236. On the surveyed line from Molong to Parkes there is a grade of 1 in 40, and between Parkes and 
oo/t ?> m Si a^e is .imProved to 1 in 50? I have not the slightest doubt that that can be cut out.
237. Between Condobolin and Wilcannia you get a grade of 1 in 60 ? Those are only trial lines. I have
not the slightest doubt the bad features can be cut out. "
^^ii P088’^® t0 Se^ a grade of 1 in 60 from Condobolin to Wilcannia, would it not better to start
with that and have it all through ? I could not say without investigation what extra cost it would 
involve.
239. At anything like a moderate cost it would be an immense advantage ? Tes, it is a mistake to have 
to break and make up trains at different .stations along the route.
240. Especially as you are leaving the more settled part to go through the places where there is less 
population ? Tes.
241. If these lines through the flat country are to pay, it will be by our taking the largest loads we can at 
a time,' and minimising the number of trains ? Certainly.
^2.H we had a heavy grade at the beginning of the journey we could not do that ? Of course it is very 
niuch better to have the same ruling gradient over the whole length, but the extra cost of earth works 
involved might be a serious consideration.
218 But if you had a heavy grade between Molong and Parkes, and then a light grade to Wilcannia you 
would have to take two trips from Molong to Parkes to make up a load for the flat grade ? Prom Molong 
to I arkes might be considered a distinct section. To some extent there would be a different traffic. There 
would be a lot of agricultural produce between these two points.
244. Tou consider that the point, of departure from the Western line is practically passed ? Tes. I may 
say that between Molong and Parkes there is'some pretty rough country. I know there are difficulties in '
the way of getting a good'line there. We have had a good deal of trouble, and a good deal of time has 
been spent m making deviations along portions of the route.
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245. Is .not the country between Junee and Narrandera remarkably level? It does not look so on the 
section.
246. Tou have not been over it ? I have not examined it. .to

° P ■’ ' 247. Do you know anything of the country between Hay and Wentworth or between Hay and Menindie ?
No, I have not been out there ; but a little ivay beyond Narrandera tlie country gets pretty flat. .
248. Even between Narrandera and Hay you have a grade of 1 in 55 ; the line running beside the river
banks all the way ? I think that 1 in 55 is near Narrandera. If you would like to see the section I 
could send for it. _
249. What I should like to see would be an easier grade ? The grade is already made.
250. Does it not strike you that to have a grade of 1 in 55 when starting over flat country like that
between Narrandera and Hay is to be avoided if possible? Yes. Of course, generally speaking I should 
avoid them myself. I can scarcely tell what the conditions were that induced Mr. Whitton to adopt 
this grade. _ .
251. Without criticising this particular line is it not a very undesirable thing to have a stiff gradient 

•when starting out, and easy country for the rest of the journey ? It is objectionable. .
252. And a very considerable expenditure would be justified in order to get rid of it?. My general 
opinion, of course, is that gradients should be eased as much as possible. I quite agree with everything 
you say, but I am not prepared to criticise any of those lines. I have not examined them with that 
purpose, and I should really rather not do it.
253. Mr. Lackey.Tou were saying a few moments ago that you thought some of the lines which had 
been constructed in the past had not been fairly treated through the charges made for the carriage of 
the rails ? Tes.
254. Do you mean that the charges were too high ? Tes. . . .
255. Were they out of keeping with the usual cliarges for carrying heavy material, siich as iron rails ? It
was the schedule rate. • _
256. All goods of a similar character would pay the same rate? Nobody except the construction branch 
wants rails carried. There is nothing in the handling of them that necessitates such a high charge.
257. Is not the handling the same as would be required for heavy iron goods of any description ? These 
pieces of iron are all the same length, and they pack together very easily.
258. What would be the cost at home in England ? I do not know, but I do not suppose that more.than 
Id. per mile per ton is charged, and perhaps less.
259. Tou think the charge here has been an exorbitant one ? Tes.
260. Do you base that opinion upon a comparison of it with the charges in England for the carriage of 
similar material. The Deniliquin rails did not go over our lines at all ? No.
261. Are there cases where old rails have been carried to Mittagong or Lithgow for smelting purposes, or 
to be worked up again ? Tes, I believe so.
262. Do you recollect what was charged for the carriage ? It has not come under my notice. It has not 
been done for construction purposes, but for renewals.
263. Do you object to the charges with which the public account has been debited for the carriage of
rails ? Tes. .
264. Tou think that the public account ought to be debited with the haulage of rails for railway con
struction ? I think the cost of the haulage ought to be charged, but not an exorbitant profit. ■
265. Tou think that hitherto it has been too much ? A great deal too much.
266. You have not yourself traversed the line between Molong and Parkes ? No. I have been over the 
lino from Borenore to Parkes, the parallel line.
267. Those two lines have both been regarded in the Department as a portion of the extension from the 
Western line to Wilcannia ? Tes.
268. Have you been right through from Borenore to Eorbes ? Tes.
269. Tou found some considerable impediments, did you not ? At the first start off, for a few miles from 
Borenore, there is a very awkward descent; there is a great descent on the road.
270. And very swampy country, I think ? I do not think the swampy country afforded any difficulty.
271. Do you recollect that the Department encountered any difficulty in making a survey through a place 
called Kean’s Swamp, or in the neighbourhood of Kean’s Swamp ? I do not remember that.
272. Is it within your recollection that the engineers on the line gave up the survey, and said that it was 
impracticable ? Can you tell me where Kean’s is ?
273. It is in the neighbourhood of the descent of which you spoke ? Tes; I remember it. It is a narrow 
swamp alongside the road.
274. You have no doubt that the gradients on the line between Nyngan and Cobar will be considerably 
reduced by further surveys ? I have not the slightest doubt that the grade of 1 in 75 will be practicable.
275. Have you a report from your officers recommending grades of 1 in 75 ? I considered the matter in 
the office with the engineer who went out there, Mr. Simpson ; and I decided afterwards to adopt a grade 
of 1 in 75.
276. Mr. Gopeland.~\ In the paper which you have handed into the Committee you show the ruling
gradient between Orange and Dubbo at 1 in 40 ? Tes. •
277. Do you know how long that grade is ? No. I will send for the section if you like.
278. What I want to know is, whether it would be possible to reduce the gradients at anything like a 
reasonable cost ? I think there are a number of them.
279. Are the trains broken now at all between Orange and Bourke on account of the grade of 1 in 40 ? I 
cannot tell you how the Commissioners work the traffic.
280. I suppose you have seen the paper that was put before the Committee containing the history of the 
agitation for the line ? No.
281. Are you conversant at all with the anticipated traffic on the line between Nyngan and Cobar? I 
have the Commissioners’ report.
282. Do you know anything about the line between Dubbo and Nyngan where the grade of 1 in 50 is— 
are you personally acquainted with it ? No.
283. Tou cannot now say whether that could be dealt with—whether the grade could be reduced ? No, 
I cannot. If you get the heavy grades in a.batch and the light grades follow on, the line is easily worked. 
It is a succession of good grades and bad grades alternately that is objectionable, because it necessitates a

• continual breaking and making up of trains. If at one point of the line you get an altogether new class
of country I do not see that there is any difficulty in working it. 284.

PAELIASIENTAET STANDING COMMITTED ON PUBLIC ITOHKS.1<J

H. Deane, 
Esq.



minutes of evidence—eaiway feom nyngan to cobae.
23

u

293.
294.
295.
296.
297.
298.
299.
300.

284. Do you. know the grades this side of Orange? On. the mountains vie have 1 in 30 and 1 in 33. H.Deane,
285. Do you know the grade between Orange and Bathurst? There is a grade of 1 in 40 at .George’s ®B<1'
Plains nearly 3 miles in length. / '-A~*—'
286. It would be quite useless to attempt to cut out these grades of 1 in 40 ? Tes. It could not be 26 SePt-> ^S9- 
done without increasing the cost very much.
287. Jlfr. Triclcett^\ The Commissioners in recommending this line recommend that it should be constructed 
as cheaply as possible—has that recommendation been carried out in any other direction except by 
dispensing with the fencing ? Yes; the cost of the station buildings has been reduced to a minimum.
288. Anything else ? I think that is almost the only way in which you can reduce the expense.
289. Is there any difference in the mode of ballasting ? No, it was decided afterwards that the ballasting 
should be done as on the main lines, so that there is the usual quantity of ballast, 6 inches under the sleepers.
290. The sleepers the same distance apart ? Tes.
291. And is the same sort of stone used for ballast as has been used in the past ? The best ballast will 
be used that wo can get in the neighbourhood.
292. I see that the estimated cost of the line is £2,560 a milethat is a cheap rate of construction for 
this Colony, is it not ? Very cheap.

If it is constructed at that price will it be the cheapest line that has been constructed ? Tes.
Can you tell us what would be the next cheapest ? I could not without looking it up.
Have you considered the policy of this line with regard to its extension beyond Cobar ? Tes.
What are your views in the matter ? I can give you a copy of a report by Mr. Whitton. •
Is he favourable to the construction of the line ? Tes.
To the line in itself or as the commencement of a further extension ? As forming a connecting line.
Do you agree with the views expressed by Mr. Whitton in that minute ? I do.
Tou think that if the railway is to be taken to Wilcannia, you think that this the best line that can 

be adopted ? I think it would be.
801. The country between Nyngan and Cobar is very swampy difficult country ? No ; but there are 
bad places. ' "
302. Boggy parts ? There are some boggy parts. There are long stretches of country, where in wet
weather it is difficult for a horse to get a footing. •
303. _ Do you know what the cost of constructing an ordinary road along there would be ? No, I have not 
considered it.
304. Mr. Hurley!] What is the distance from Molong to Wilcannia ? About 360 miles.
305. And from Nyngan to Wilcannia via Cobar ? 239 miles. '
306. Do you think the difference in length determined Mr. Whitton to extend the line through Cobar ? 1 
Possibly, I did not discuss the matter with him.
307. Have you heard anything of the character of the country through which each line passes ? Tes, I 
remember the reports from the surveyors who were out between Condobolin and Wilcannia,
308. Would the construction of one line lead to a greater settlement than the construction of another?
I should say that the country between Nyngan and Wilcannia, and between some point beyond Condob
olin and Wilcannia would be very similar, and only suitable for pastoral purposes.
309. Therefore, as a matter of economy, the line from Nyngan to‘ Wilcannia would be the best to 
construct? Tes.
310. Mr. Lee.] What is the distance from Nyngan to Orange ? 185 miles.
311. So that in point of fact from Orange to Wilcannia by the Nyngan route is 424 miles as against 360 
miles hy the other route ? I think I am mistaken in the distances. I will try and get them corrected.*
312. Has the policy of tapping the far western country been considered by your department—I mean 
apart from any political influence ? We would have to consider the capabilities of the country. ,
313. Has the question of the best way of reaching the western portions of the country been considered by
the department ? I believe that it has been considered that a railway would not pay if it were constructed 
for the purpose of tapping the western country, but only as a connecting line such as this between 
Nyngan and Wilcannia. '
314. Four department being charged with the railway development of the country would naturally have 
to consider from time to time the probable route which a line would take.. Has this line through Silverton 
and Broken Hill, and on to the South Australian border been thought out by your department? It 
received some attention at the beginning of the year.
315. Has the alternative route by way of Parkes and Condobolin been thought out ? Not as a connecting
link with South Australia. '

Tou said, yesterday that by this route the distance between Adelaide and Sydney would be the same 
as it is now via Melbourne ? Yes. ■
317. Have you taken into consideration the possible connection of the line in the future with the great 
Northern and Queensland lines ? Tes.
318. I suppose the map before us is approximately correct ? Tes.
319. Could you give the Committee any information as to the character of the country between Werris
qoo6 ^ ^ k® vei7 Sla<ito Set y°u information. I have all the distances made out.
320. Mr. Copeland.] In the construction of this line have you taken into consideration the question of v
dispensing with platforms ? Tes, that has been suggested,
321. Can you form any estimate as to how much would be saved if we were to treat the railways, as I 
believe they do in America, and as we do our tramways, not having platforms ? The saving would not be 
very much I think—between £2,000 and £3,000 at the most.
322. How many stopping places do you purpose having on the line between Nyngan and Cobar P It has 
not been decided.
323. Have you any idea of the general cost of these platforms ? It could not be more than £300 or £400 ■ 
a piece.
324. To have a raised platform all the length of tho station ? Tes.
325 You do not think that more than a couple of thousands of pounds could be saved on this particular 
line by dispensing with platforms ? No!
326._ Do you think it would be possible to dispense with platforms, if you had the ground round the 
station properly metalled ? It might be done if the carriages were suitable. Long carriages with doors 
at the ends would have to be used. 327

# * Note {on revision)
via Molong, 420 miles.

-The correct distances are Orange to Wilcannia, via Cobar, 422 miles ; Orange to Wilcannia,



12
24

PAELIAMENTAEY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBDIC 'WOEKS.

H. Deane, 327. Why would not carriages with doors at the sides do, if you had an additional step ? I do not think
®S<1' that could be managed, because you would want a projecting step, and then the carriages could not be

run through the stations already built.
•ZDoept.,i8&y. g28. Would ftjgj.g ke any necessity for a projecting step ? It would be very awkward if there were not a

projecting step. ... ,.
329. I suppose one of the chief advantages of a raised platform is the facility it affords for loading goods
such as wool or farm produce ? That would be done at different platforms. _
330. 'You would find it necessary in any case to have a raised stage, from which to load goods ? Yes ;
certainly. _
331. So that the only saving would be in the platforms at the passenger stations ? Yes. _ _
332. What sort of buildings do you purpose to construct on this line ;—what have you provided for in the
estimate? Wooden buildings. '
333. With corrugated iron roofs ? Yes. '
334. What about the goods sheds ? We have always made them of wood with iron roofs. Those on this
line would be made in that way. _
335. Would not corrugated iron walls be better than wooden walls for buildings of that character;—would
not such buildings be less likely to catch fire than wooden buildings? The sides are covered in with 
corrugated iron ; but the studding and framing is wood. _ _ _
336. Would it not be an improvement in a very hot district like Cobar, where everything is liable to take 
fire at any time, to have iron studding instead of wooden studding, so as to have the whole building made 
of iron ? * The great danger of fire would be in the weatherboard covering. The studding itself would 
not be a source of danger.
337. You would not cover the sheds with weatherboard and with corrugated iron too ? No, I should 
abolish the weatherboard and substitute iron, that does away with a great source of danger.
338. On this particular line I suppose you purpose having wooden station master’s houses ? Tes. _
339. Mr. Humphery.-\ When did you arrange with the Commissioners for Bailways for the reduction of 
freight on materials to be used in the construction of the line ? I think it must be about six months 
ago. A reduction was arranged for the other lines, that is to say, the freights were to bo reduced to one- 
half. Almost immediately on Mr. Eddy’s arrival, he was spoken to on the subject, and he agreed to the 
reduction. The freights in this particular line were arranged about six months ago, as nearly as I can 
say from memory.
340. Can you explain the difference between £3,000 a mile and £2,560 a mile, shown on the two papers 
before the Committee, one dated August last year, and the other July. On the paper dated July, the

' Engineer-in-Chief estimates the cost of the construction of the line at £241,000, and in the other paper 
he has estimated it at £207,000 ? The reduction did not take place between those months. The Com
missioners have taken their estimate from the estimate that was furnished to them some time ago.
341. The estimated cost of the work as placed before the Committee is £241,661 ? That was the original
estimated cost. _

. 342. That is the present estimated cost as proposed to the Assembly ? I think the estimated cost pro
posed to the Assembly was £207,360.
343. No ? I do not understand it then, because the Minister was furnished with this statement.
344. You think the estimated cost of £241,661 must be an error ? Yes; I know that that was the amount 
of the former estimate, and the estimate which the Commissioners were furnished with, but. reductions 
have been made since in the carriage of rails and the fencing. The reduction in the fencing came to 
£10,000.
345. The Committee will have to deal with the estimate of £207,000, and not with the estimate of 
£241,000 ? Yes.
346. Mr. Lackey.'] That would be considerably more than the estimate when tenders were called for 
some two years ago ? I do not think so ; I think it is less.
347. Mr. Humphery.] The lowest tender was £122,799 8s. 4d. ? That was without the rails. The 
following is a statement of the cost of the line :—

Estimate or Engineer-in-Chief. £
Works ....................................................................................................................... 126,579
Less fencing portion ................................................................................................ 10,000

116,579

Permanent Way Material. £
60-lb. rails, 84 miles at £600 ................................................................ 50,400
Freight.................................................................................................   13,525
Loading and unloading 8,610 tons at 2s.................................................. 861b   — 64,786
Water supply ............................................................................................ 4,000
Turntable.................................................................................................... 1,000
Interlocking................................................................................................ 1,850

--------  6,850
Engineering expenses and contingencies ........................... ................................. 19,000

£207,215

348. Mr. Lackey^] I think you said some time ago that you knew the character of the country between 
Deniliquin and Moama? Yes.
349. Have you been over that line ? No. ’
350. You know that the character of the soil there is something similar to that between Nyngan and 
Cobar—decomposed granite ? I am not aware of that.
351. The Cobar soil is a strong granite soil ? Yes.
352. And the soil is the same on the Deniliquin line? Yes. _
353. Is it the case that the ballast on the Deniliquin line is formed from the excavations at that side ? 
Yes.
354. That would make the line cheaper to construct? Yes.

355.
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355. Do you not think that the same could he done on the Cobar line instead of stone being used ? If it 
is found suitable no doubt we shall use it, but it is very desirable for a line that is to be worked profitably 
that ballast should be used that will allow drainage from the sleepers.
356. The Deniliquin line is a private line, and has been used 'and worked profitably from the time of its 
construction ? They have such a large traffic.
357. The ballast has been obtained entirely from the excavations made at the side of the line, and it seems
to me that the same could be done on the Cobar line ? I may point out that we have put down a very 
low price for ballast, and it is expected that any suitable material wall be used. -
358. Mr. Tonkin.^ In the estimate of cost I suppose proper provision has been made for all flood openings, 
water courses, culverts, and bridges ? Tes.
359. Do you know Avhose estimate is taken for that particular work ? The estimate was made some time 
ago : but I am not quite certain who made it. It -was made, I believe, from information given by the 
surveyors in the drawing office here.
360. Is it probable that the estimate for this work was made by the same parties as those who did the 
Nyngan to Bourke line ? No, I do not think so.
361. Was the cost of the flood openings and bridges on the Nyagan to Bourke line put down on the 
recommendation of the surveyors ? I do not think so. The process usually adopted isx that after the 
lino has been laid out, and the plans and sections prepared, some responsible officer goes over the work 
and decides ivhat openings shall be made. I am not aware what v'as done on the Nyngan to Bourke line, 
because I had nothing to do with it.
362. Tou do not know who is the officer responsible for those openings ? No.
363. Tou do not think it is the same officer who has given us the estimate of cost for this line? I 
should think that on the Nyngan to Bourke line it was either the district engineer of the previous section 
or Mr. Wade who made the estimate.-
364. Can you tell us who has made the estimate of the cost of these bridges, culverts, and openings on the 
proposed line ? Do you mean as to the number required or as to the design ?
365. The design, number, and size of each opening ? As this estimate is to be entirely revised through 
the restaking of the line, I think that probably the timber openings will undergo consideration again by 
the engineer in charge of the surveys. He will probably go over the line and make a report upon it to see 
if it is all right.
366. Then the size of these openings is not ultimately settled ? No. I think that this estimate so far 
should be taken only as approximate, seeing that the line is being restaked.
367. Do you think that if the estimated cost of these openings is considerably under what it should be it 
will materially alter the cost of the line ? I think not. I do not think that there are likely to be any 
alterations which will come to more than a few thousand pounds. £3,000 or £4,000.
368. Do you know that the water courses and flood openings on the line from Nyngan to Bourke has 
been a complete failure ? I do not know anything about it.
369. Do you know that alterations are now being made with regard to them ? I have no information 
about it.
370. Tou do not know that where they originally put in 6 feet openings they have had to tear up the line 
to make 24 feet openings ? I think it is very likely. I know that in (plain country it is very difficult 
to tell where the water is coming, and it is sometimes difficult to tell which direction it will run.
371. Tou know that it is much more expensive to make alterations of this kind after a line is constructed 
than it would have been to construct openings of the proper size originally ? I am aware of that; but 
still in the first instance you very likely have not the information to go upon. Suppose, for instance, you 
had a series of dry years—there may not have been many inches of rain fall at a time for perhaps ten years 
and nothing like local floods—you could not tell from the levels of the country the extent of any 
particular catchment area; you could only guess the amount of water which would have to pass through 
the embankment in a particular place. 1 know that the effect has sometimes been very surprising. 
There have been floods in places not anticipated by the residents even : and perhaps where the residents 
have said that it is necessary to provide large openings we have had scarcely a drop of water.
372. Might not that be accounted for by the fact that the construction of the line made a sort of dam on 
this flat level country ? All tha’t must be considered of course.
373. But after the experience on the Nyngan to Bourke line is it the intention of the Department to take into 
consideration the necessity of enlarging these floods, openings, and water-ways ? I am sure ample provision 
will be made.
374. Tou know that on tho Bourke line these openings are a failure ? I know that there have been cases 
of failure.

H. Deane,- 
Esq.
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375. Having that experience ample provision will of course be made on this line ? I should say that the 
fact of other openings having been a failure will not be taken into consideration in connection with the 
Nyngan to Cobar railway—that line will be dealt with on its own merits. The best information that can 
be obtained will be obtained, and no doubt that information will be more valuable than the information 
which was available with reference to the line between Nyngan and Bourke, because within the last two 
or three years there have been falls of rain which will guide us as to the best places to make openings. It 
would not do to be frightened because the -water-ways on the other line have been too small, as it would 
very likely lead to great extravagance.
376. Do you know that where the water is backed up by a railway embankment it eats away the embank
ment and endangers the line, and that ihe expense of maintenance is on that account much greater ? I 
have heard a great deal about that.
377. What is your opinion about the culverts in this hot country where the timber is subject to the 
ravages of the white ants;—do you not think that you could substitute something that would be better 
and cheaper in the. long run than timber ? No, I think not.
378. Tou do not think that iron girders would lie better ? They would be very much more expensive.
Iron girders would be of no use unless you had concrete or brick abutments. .
379. Do you not think that they would be very nearly as cheap as the wooden piles ? I am pretty sure that 
they -would not. I have in many cases compared the cost, and I have found that brick or concrete piers 
and abutments with an iron superstructure are very much more costly than wooden piers.
380. Do you know that at the present time nearly the whole of the wooden culverts between Nyngan and
Bourke are eaten through with the white ants, and will have to be replaced ? I have not seen any report 
upon them. ' 381,
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H. Deane, 381. That comes under your Department, does it not ? No.
382. It is dealt with by the Permanent-way Department? Yes; by the Commissioners’Department. 

26Sept 1889. ^ a ^act) do you not think that it would be better, supposing the cost of the culverts were
’ increased by twice as much, to substitute brick and concrete piers and iron girders instead of wood piers 
in this particular part of the country where the timber is so subject to the ravages of the white ants ? 
Before giving any opinion I should like to see the extent of the damage that has been done. I know that 
the white ants in some cases merely attack the sap wood, and leave the heart alone. If they attacked tho 
sap wood only, very little damage would be done.
384. Could you give us an estimate of the difference in the cost between a culvert with a 12 feet opening 
constructed with iron girders and brick piers, and a wooden culvert of the same dimensions. In this 
country you would not have to go much beneath the surface'for a foundation for the piers ? I should very 
much doubt that. It has been already stated that a good deal of the country is very boggy when wet 
weather sets in, so that some depth of foundation would probably be necessary. I could prepare an 
estimate ; but I should have to assume a certain depth of foundation—perhaps 3 or 4 feet—according to 
circumstances.
385. You could not give us an estimate now ? Not at the present moment.
386. What depth have you to drive the piles ? It depends upon the nature of the ground. I should not 
under any circumstances drive them less than 8 feet, but they might have to go down 20 feet or more.
387. In the estimated cost for this line you have made every provision for flood water ? The provision 
will be made, but it has not been made already. Everything will be revised before the contract is let and 
these water waj^s will be carefully considered.
388. Taking that into consideration, you still think that the estimated cost of £2,560 per mile will not be 
exceeded ? I do not think that it will be materially exceeded. I think it possible that the deviations from 
the line may cost a little more, but I do not think ithe cost will be materially exceeded, and I do not think 
that the extra openings, if any are required, will materially add to the cost of the line.
389. At any rate you are quite confident that even the deviations required, and the possibility of the water 
ways being increased, will not make the cost of the line exceed the original estimate of £241,661, which 
is nearly £40,000 in excess of the revised estimate ? I am quite sure that will not be exceeded.^

. 390. Mr. Garrard.] Is it a fact that on the Homebush to Newcastle line the ballast used has been obtained
from the cuttings through which the line passes ? Yes.
391. The ordinary broken metal ballast has not been used ? At this end the ballast is all sand-stone rock.
392. But between Wyong and Newcastle ? I think that all the way from Gosford the ballast was obtained 
from the cuttings.
393. Has the ballast been found satisfactory ? Yes.
394. Mr. Dowel.] Does a grade of 1 in 40 necessitate the use of the heaviest engines you have ? It 
depends upon the load—it does not necessitate it.
395. Is it not a fact that they are usually employed on that grade ? Yes.
396. What is the weight of those engines ? The engines themselves weigh 50 tons, and with the tenders,
72 tons. •
397. What weight of engine ■would you use on a grade of 1 in 100 ? It is rather difficult to say—do 
you mean if one were ordering new rolling stock ?
398. For the same load ? You would require a much less heavy engine. I suppose an engine of thirty- 
five or forty tons would be sufficient.
399. Would not a twenty-four ton engine do the same work ? I daresay it would.
400. A twenty-four ton engine on a grade of 1 in 100 would do the same work as a fifty-ton engine would
do on a grade of 1 in 40 ? I think it would be fair to say that, assuming that the engines are similiar of 
course, everything depends upon the design of the engines.
401. Are you aware that the late Minister for Works, the Hon. John Sutherland, was of opinion that a
grade of 1 in 100 could be procured on the line from Nyngan to Cobar? I do not know. 1 do not sup
pose he would have any reliable information except through the Department. • I think I remember that he 
did express that opinion. '
402. If you will refer to precis handed in by Mr. Barling you will find that he stated that “ he was 
informed so —that, I presume, would be by the department ? I have n<3t a copy of the precis.
403. What kind of sleepers do you propose to use on this line ? The same as on the main line—■

. iron-bark.
404. Are you aware that large quantities of pine can be obtained nearly all along the route ? Yes.
405. Would it not be much cheaper to use pine timber for sleepers instead of iron-bark ? It might be 
cheaper, but it would be very undesirable. I should not recommend pine on any account.

■ 406. Not for sleepers ? No.
407. Suppose you increased the dimensions of the sleepers, and made them of pine, would not your objec
tion to that wood be removed, and the cost of the sleepers be materially lessened ? 1 think not. There
would be several objections to the use of pine. In the first place it is a brittler timber; secondly,

. it is not so durable by a long way as iron-bark, and it is not so tough and incompressible. The rails
would work into it and soon render the sleepers useless, and the screws and spikes would not hold in the 
same way as they do in iron-bark or other hard wood.
408. Therefore you consider the use of pine for sleepers not desirable ? Certainly.
409. Would you use pine for fencing ? I should have no objection to pine for fencing.
410. How many sleepers do you propose to use to the mile ? About 2,000.
411. Have you had any experience at all in constructing railways with longitudinal sleepers? I have 
never constructed any myself; but I have seen many railways where they are used.
412. Are you aware that in England longitudinal sleepers are used on several lines ? They are used on the 
G-reat Western line.-
413. Are they found to be more advantageous than cross-sleepers ? No. Nearly all the companies adopt
cross-sleepers. .
414. Which is the cheapest mode of construction, cross-sleepers or longitudinal sleepers ? I should say 
cross-sleepers.
415. In your opinion they are the best ? Yes. I think that the use of longitudinal sleepers here would
be most undesirable, because the wood warps. ■
416. Is the country through which the line will run granite or basaltic ? There are basaltic hills, and it
is expected that possibly we may get some ballast from the main line. 417.
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417. It is not a granite country ? I do not think so.. I understand that the soil consists of decomposed 
granite, but I am not aware of its being a granite country.
418 Sour information with regard to the ballast points to its being basaltic country ? Tes. The ridges 
that we pass are basaltic. b
419. The whole of the ballast you would use would be broken metal ? That does not follow. We should 
use the best material available. If we could get anything like sand or clean grit from the cuttings we
!i!°rd K?P- *”5* tleca'lse onl.y f low pnce has been put down in the estimate for ballast, as it is believed 
that sumciently good material will be found on the line itself.
420j oDo5e reP°rts of you^ officers inform you as to what material would be available—metal, gravel, or 
sand f There are reports of that land, I have them here.
+w ^ aslilng yo^1 tllat question is because Mr. Lackey directed your attention to the fact
that the Deniliquin line was ballasted with material from the side cuttings and excavations—do you 
propose to ballast this line m that way ? If the material obtained was suitable. I believe from some of 
reports that have been furnished to me that suitable material will he obtained from some of the cuttings • 
but iu is not intended to use that all the way along.
foo’ is.a very important item in the cost of the construction of the lines ? Yes.
±23. Does the information which you have had from your officers show that the line -can be ballasted as
clleapVS t1he or not? I dot not believe that the line can be ballasted in the same way
as the Deniliquin line is ballasted. . J
424. Supposing the grades on the line were reduced to 1 in 100 would not that cheapen the working 

Tei^ muc^ Slnce hght rolling stock could he used and heavier loads carried ? I do not believe 
have tob^drawn^ ^ entei' mt° considera’tion’ because I do not anticipate that such very heavy loads will

425 You are aware that if the iine is construced to Broken Hill, there will he a large amount of heavy 
n s^aPe ^u^lon ? You will want a good deal of silver to make up a train load

426. I suppose yon are aware that between 400 and 500 tons of bullion came from there every week P I
was not aware ot it. ' J '
427. That would make up a pretty good train load ? Yes. '
country ?C° Yes ^°U ^ aWare *arSe developments are contimially taking place in that mineral

fort’ t I'hat the output in future will in all probability he larger instead of smaller Yes.
430. Is it not likely that the late Minister fur Works, the Hon. John Sutherland, would make a state
ment to a deputation about the grade on this line unless he had good grounds for doing so? He might 
have considered that he had good grounds. & b
43L Prom the information you have at your command are you of opinion that a grade of 1 in 100 can he 
obtained on the line . I should be in a better position to say when the-new section is out.
432. You cannot say from the information -you have at hand ? I think it is quite possible that we may get 
a grade of 1 m 100 by increasing tlie cost of the earth works. When I get the section, that matter will 
be taken into consideration.
433 Mr O'Sullivan.'] It is pretty well understood that the land between Orange, Condobolin, and on to 
Wilcannia is of a superior character to that between Nyngan and Cobar, and thence on to Wilcannia? 
All down the Lachlan the land is of a fine character; but I .believe that as soon as you leave the river it is 
very poor. You go through a lot of mallee scrub.
431. You say that the land is very good from Orange to where the line leaves the Lachlan Eiver ? I 
believe it is.
435. As a matter of fact the hind between Nyngan and Wilcannia is not what may he called good land 
tor agricultural purposes ? It is decidedly pastoral country.
436. I presume that the advantage which the Orange to Wilcannia line has in passing through better country 
has been counterbalanced by the fact, that a line from Nyngan to Cobar, being extended to Werris Creek 
ro^T j8, . ^ hue from South Australia to Queensland ? That advantage has been considered.
437. In designing this line I presume the Department has been swayed more hy what might he termed 
intercolonial views than by considering the mere question whether it is the best line for settlement? I 
do not think the question of settlement came so much into consideration.
438. - .ar® awa;r® tllat lt; is the opinion of the Commissioners that a line should be made between Nyngan
anu Werris Creek? Between Dubbo and Werris Creek.
439. In order to connect the northern with the western line ? Yes.
4f0’1^'n<i gi7e a shorter route between'Queensland and Victoria and South Australia? Yes - I 
should say that there would be about the same extent of country only adapted to pastoral pursuits on 
either ot the two routes. v *-
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The Committee further considered the proposed railway from Nyngan to Cobar.

E. Barton, 
Esq.

. 2 Oct., 1889.

Eussell Barton, Esq., sworn, and examined :—
441. Vice-Chairman.'] You know the route of the proposed line of railway between Nyngan and Cobar ? 
Perfectly.
442. You have been for some years intimately connected with the Cobar district? Yes, for twenty-five 
years.
443. You are connected with it still, I think ? Not much now, but I have interests there.
444. You were a large shareholder in the Cobar Copper Co. ? I was at one time.
445. You were one of the directors, I think ? I am still.
446. Were you chairman of the Board of Directors ? Yes.
447. Are you chairman still ? Yes.
448. Then you take an interest of course in the success of the Cobar Copper Company ? Yes.
449. Is it in active work still ? No, it has stopped these last few weeks.
450. How long has it been in work ? Since 1872, that will be 17 years.
451. During the whole of that time you have been actively connected with it? I have been connected
with it since the very inception of the work. _
452. Have you found during the time you have been connected with the Company that it has suffered 
from want of facilities for communication ? That has been the great drawback of the whole district ever 
since I have known it. When we first opened Cobar, carriage there was £40 per ton. Even within the last 
twelve months the people there have been almost starving. They have used up all the tinned preserves, 
and they have no flour there, this article being brought in at a cost of Is. per pound during last year.
453. That would be in specially wet seasons ? In seasons like this.
454. Would that be brought about by wet seasons or dry seasons'? By both ; by wet seasons especially, 
and by great droughts such as we- have just passed through. In 1870, and again in 1873, the country 
around there was perfectly impassable, even for horses. I had teams of horses on the road for three 
months, and could never move them. They were twelve months all but a fortnight in getting from 
Orange to Bourke via that route, and they were lightly loaded, too. The country becomes, ,in such 
seasons as this, perfectly impassable. Of course, in consequence of the establishment of tanks, &c., they 
are generally open in any ordinary drought, but such a drought as this last one has entirely closed them.
455. Do you recollect the population of the town of Cobar ? About 4,000.
456. You employ a great number of hands in the Copper Co.’s mine ? Well, you may say the whole 
population, directly or indirectly, is employed by tho mine.
457. Is the population increasing? No, the population is decreasing in consequence of the mine shutting 
up. The mine is closed partially because of the collapse of copper, but principally because we found 
it impossible to get a supply of wood. We require from 300 to 500 tons of wood a day, and in a sparsely 
wooded country like that we found it utterly impossible to supply it.
458. Then you have used up all the wood within available reach ? Yes ; within 10 or 12 miles of Cobar.
459. And you have constructed a tramway ? Yes.
460. What was the length of the tramway ? About 15 miles.
461. And that received the wood which was supplied by carters from different directions ? Yes ; that is 
the only way in which we have been getting it now for the last four or five years, and even that has come 
to an end, because it became too expensive.
402. Supposing a railway were constructed between Nyngan and Cobar ;—would that impediment to the 
successful working of the industry be removed ? Entirely.
463. You would be able to get fuel ? We have made a calculation that we could get from thirty to forty 
years’ supply of wood along the line between Nyngan and Cobar, and within 5 miles of the railway, 
which would be an easy distance for carrying. That is wdthin 25 to 30 miles of the mine. The supply 
of ore in Cobar, I may say, is practically inexhaustible ; but the idea of the directors is, if they get the 
railway, to open the mine and to take coal to it, returning ores to the coal-fields. It is their idea to 
smelt at both ends, and to have trucks running one way with ore and returning with coal.
464. Then you would not smelt at Cobar under those circumstances ? Oh, yes ; we should smelt about 
half the ore at Cobar and half at the other end. We think that by having the same trucks employed 
running both ways it would be more advantageous and economical to the mine, and we could obtain 
freights at a much less cost.
465. What is the nearest coal supply to Cobar ? Twelve miles from Dubbo. That is the coal-field which we 
have tested. We have smelted ore with coal, and we find it adapted for the purposes of copper smelting.
466. You found it suitable for smelting in every way ? Yes ; that is the report of the manager.
467. Then there is no scarcity of ore;—there is plenty of ore in the mines ? There is ore for generations. 
The lode is enormous and solid throughout.
468. All you require then is fuel ? That is so.
469. And you feel certain that if a railway were constructed between Nyngan and Cobar, that difficulty 
would be removed ? I think so. The whole thing, from my point of view, depends upon that, and I am 
speaking altogether without prejudice. I have only enough shares to keep me on the board, and I have 
no interest in the district beyond a few hundred pounds.
470. Are there any other industries in the Cobar district besides copper ? Yes; there is gold-mining.
The last escort brought 800 ozs. of gold from there. There are very large gold mines there employing 
a great number of hands. 471.
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471. Are there any other minerals about there ? Yes ; there is silver as well as copper. We have partly 
opened up another large mine originally known as C. S. A. We have done a great deal of work upon it. 
Then there is the Nymagee Copper-mine, which is one of the finest copper-mines in the world. That is 
one mine also depending upon cheap carriage.
472. Would the Cobar railway affect the Nymagee mine? It would make the difference between 70
miles of carriage and 35. It would lessen the distance by one-half. ~ '
473. There is a large pastoral district around Cobar ? Yes ; and a very fine pastoral district too. The 
whole of the land is available for pastoral purposes right through to Wilcannia. I know the whole of the 
country. It is good, fair, average, dry, pastoral country.
474. Not many rivers or creeks ? There is no impediment to the railroad whatever, except in a hill here 
and there, and those hills in every case can be avoided by a detour.
475. Still it is a well watered district, is it not ? It is well watered from tanks and dams, and probably 
will be by artesian boring.
476. Of course there is no cultivation carried on there ? Very little—none of any moment.
477. Have you made yourself acquainted with the route of the proposed line ? Only to Cobar; not 
beyond it.
478. You know the features of the country very well ? I do.
479. You think the surveyors have hit upon the right line? No, I do not think so. They have gone 
over very high hills in one or two cases, where by a slight detour they could have got on level ground. 
In one place especially, where I have an hotel, they have gone past the front of the hotel and over a steep 
piece of ground. If they had gone a quarter of a mile to the back of the hotel, they could have kept on 
level ground all the way.
480. Jifr. HurleyIs that at Budd’s ? Yes.
481. Vice-Chairman.'] That is near the Station called Florida ? Yes; I understand the Commissioners are
going there, and they will see it. _
482. Have you given any attention to railway construction at all ? Yes; I made it my study here for 
many years.
483. Have you ever seen the line between Deniliquin and Moama ? Yes.
484. Has it ever struck vou that there is some similarity between Cobar country and the Deniliquin 
country ? It is very much the same.
485. It is a red granite soil? Yes, red soil right through.
486. Is it the case that the Deniliquin line has been ballasted by the soil which has been taken up on 
either side of it ? Yes.-
487. Could that be done in the case of the Cobar line ? I will not say it could. One of the great ex
penses on all our inland railways is the expense which is incurred in excavation. The natural surface of 
the ground is the firmest and hardest, and every inch that is moved injures the line of railway. I have 
called attention to it before ; in fact Mr. Whitton has twitted me with it many times. '
488. Then you think the line could be constructed at a lower price than anything the Government has 
ever constructed before? If my opinion is worth anything I think we should not construct what are 
called light railways in any case, but should have our rails the same weight as those now in use. But when 
you have timber on a line of railway which will answer every purpose of sleepers, it is a great farce to go 
away hundreds of miles to obtain sleepers at great expense, and having them cut to one particular size. 
I think that we should have the rails fully as heavy as the rails used on the lines over the hills. That is ail 
the expense you need go to. No expense need be gone to for sidings, stations, or anything of that kind.
489. Nor for fencing ? Nor for fencing. Let the squatters look after their own cattle.
490. You recommend the same gauge as the other lines ? Yes ; but carry it through on the surface of 
the soil, and in places where you now put in culverts or viaducts to cross over, let there be a dam and 
thus supply, w'ater for the engines. I had to get out of a train the other day and walk half a mile, and in 
consequence of the water not being dammed'back I fell through between the rails, and I was injured.
491. Did that arise from the culverts not being large enough ? Yes, or from dams not being put in to 
keep the water back.
492. The line was covered with water in places ? No, it was not, but the top looked solid. Being a level 
country and no creeks there, they had not taken the trouble to put in culverts to carry off the surface 
water. Therefore the surface water soaked into the line and it gave way.
493. Is it not the case that the culverts on the line between Nyngan and Bourke have, in some instances, 
been found insufficient to carry off the water ? Exactly, because it is so difficult there to- get the levels 
of the country and to ascertain the area in which the water would collect.
494. You were speaking about the timber for sleepers ;—what timber do you suppose will be available for
sleepers on the line between Nyngan and Cobar ? There will not be any great quantity of timber along 
there. We have found plenty of timber for the construction of our tramway, but of course our sleepers 
are shorter than you will require them with lines of the present gauge. "
495. "Would you recommend the use of pine for sleepers ? No, I think not. Pine is a bad wood to have
touching the ground on the surface. It is a good wood in the ground, but it is a bad wood to lay on the
ground. Whenever a pine log is cut and is laid down for a short time it commences to rot, although it 
will not do so in the ground.
496. You think timber sufficiently durable for sleepers would be found along the line ? In some places, 
but not in many, there is a good deal of box between Nyngan and Cobar, which I think might be used. 
We have found this box, even if partly hollow, last better than the timber you will get from more 
favoured places where it grows free and contains more sap. We have found the bastard box for sleepers 
and for timbers in the mine last wonderfully well. •
497. You are aware that tenders were called for by the Government some time ago for the construction 
of the line between Nyngan and Cobar ? Yes.
498. Do you know the amount of the lowest tender ? I was told the gross sum at the time.
499. You do not know what it came to per mile ? I do not.
500. Then you have not had an opportunity of forming an opinion as to whether the tender could have 
been fairly carried out ? No.
501. Did you ever hear that a tender had been sent in to construct a line at £1,500 per mile ? Yes,
without rolling stock. That w?is my estimate for constructing the line, given the railway freight from the 
sea-board to Nyngan. 502

5—C
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K. Parton, 502. There has never been any proper road made between one place and the other—it is simply a track ?
There is no road at all; you could not make one. The road would cost as much as the railway, because 

2<Oot3880 you would have to carry metal. In fact, I think all over the western portion of the
' ■’ ' country railways, properly constructed, would be cheaper than macadamised roads, and there would not

be the after cost of keeping them in repair.
503. "Would you recommend the system of railway without fences to begin with ? I would.
504. And without Station houses ? Tes.
505. In that case people would bring their own teams and platforms and provide their own tarpaulins ?
Just so, as they would have to do now. *
50(3. Mr. GopelandP\ How many tons of coal or wood would you require if the mine were in full work ? 
That is a very difficult question to answer. Tor instance, we have never been at full work, owing to the 

’ difficulties we have experienced in obtaining wood to smelt. But we have used for years equal to 300 tons 
per day.
507. 300 tons of wood per day ? Tes.
508. Is there any assurance that if this line were constructed the mine would commence full work ? That 
would depend upon a certain rise in copper.
509. Suppose copper were to keep at its present price, and the line was opened, would the mine be at work ?
No, I do not think it would. Perhaps you know that the present surplus of copper at the present price 
is being absorbed at the rate of over 1,000 tons a week. No mine can produce copper to make it payable 
with the exception of one or two at the present prices, and these are not simply copper mines, but mines 
which depend upon other products such as silver and gold for their profits. No copper mine that I know 
of could continue working at the present crisis. .
510. Then in the construction of this line, one of the chief inducements held out to the G-overmnent 
would be the supplying of the Cobar mine. Tet if the line were opened one would have to depend rather 
upon the price of copper if the mine were to be kept at work or not r I don’t say it is the chief induce
ment. I think myself that this mine has been looked at too much from the Cobar point of view. There 
is an enormous district there—300 miles by 250 miles—without any roads or means of conveyance, 
except what nature has provided from the earliest times. The whole of that country for many years was 
supplied from South Australia and Victoria with goods, in consequence of the utter impossibility of getting 
them from Sydney. I was the first pioneer, as it were, in opening up that country ; and the Cobar Co. and 
the ISymagee Co. reduced the price of carriage from £40 to £4 per ton plus the railway freight. Still, 
even now, in fair seasons, nearly the whole produce of that district comes from those two Colonies. It 
comes up the river and is scattered throuiih the whole of the district. Beyond, that, from Nyngan to 
Cobar, from Cobar to Wilcannia, and from Wilcannia to Broken Hill, is a most direct line of road, and it 
is all good pastoral country without any engineering difficulties. The line is as straight as an arrow. It 
goes right through from Duhbo to Nyngan, from Nyngan to Cobar, and from Cobar to Wilcannia, and it 
is as certainly as good a country as any through which any other line could be proposed from any other 
direction. The mineral resources of the country have lain dormant in consequence of the difficulty in 
unearthing them. Oobar has succeeded through being an immensely rich mine. If Cobar had been 
placed with fair railway communication, I have no hesitation in saying that it would have paid millions in 
dividends, and would have employed three and four times the number of hands it has done. But the 
immense difficulties which have been met with have simply cramped the industry and to a certain extent 
have ruined it. There are other mines in that district, and no doubt there will be a great many more 
when there is railway communication. There is the Nymagee, the Mount Hope, the Burra Burra, the 
gold mines, and the C. 8. A. mine, all of which have been cramped for want of carriage.
511. Which is the C.8.Av mine P It is an enormous lode, 7 miles from Cobar. There are known to bo 
other mines there which would be opened up, and which would find work for thousands of people, if they 
had facilities for getting their produce to market. The bugbear has always been that the Cobar mine 
and Bussell Barton, connected with it, had prevented justice being done. That is the feeling which 
exists.
512. You say that the mine would be using 300 tons of firewood per day if it were in full work? I beg 
pardon. I said it had used that amount. Its capacity for using is really three times that amount. If 
that mine were opened up again its capacity would be equal to at least 300 tons of coal per dav.
513. What equivalent in wood do you reckon a ton of coal ? 3 tons of wood to 1 ton of coal for
smelting purposes.
514. And yon.estimate that the mine, if in full work, would consume 300 tons of wood per day ? I think 
so ; but I would put it in a different way, and say it would be probable wo should, use from 100 to 200 
tons of coal per day brought from the coal-mines, and that we should return the trucks with lOf) or 200 tons 
of ore to the mines for smelting. That is the theory the Company has laid down, and we have gone into 
the matter of necessary improvements to be made in our machinery and furnaces to enable us to do the 
work.
515. You would obtain this coal, I presume, from Dubbo ? From the nearest coal-mine available.
516. At present that is Dubbo ? Yes ; it is 12 miles on this side as it were of Dubbo, but the coal- 
measures go about 12 miles.on the other side of Dubbo.
517. What distance are the coal-mines from the railway ? At present, 12 miles. I have never been to 
them, but I am given to understand that that is the distance.
518. Is Dubbo the nearest station ? I think it is.
519. Do you estimate that it would pay you to carry this ore from the Cobar mine to Dubbo, and then 
carry it 12 miles by teams ? No, by rail. We should never think of carrying it by teams.
520. Would you construct a railway for yourselves to the coal-mine ? Certainly.
521. You said just now that Cobar was principally supplied from the river;—what distance is it from
Cobar to the shipping port on the river ? 80 miles from Louth.
522. But what distance is it from Cobar to Nyngan ? 80 miles.
523. 8o that Cobar is midway between the river and Nyngan ? No. It is the same distance from our 
place, but it is at an angle.
524. How is it then that they can afford to pay for carriage from the river to Cobar, a distance of 80 
miles, and cannot afford to pay the carriage from Nyngan to Cobar, a distance of 80 miles ? First, 
because the vessels bring up the provisions from Adelaide at a lower rate than the railway can; and,

secondly,
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secondly, because tbe road between Cobar and Louth is often open and available when the ro..d between K. barton, 
Nyngan and Cobar is closed up. "Sli’
525. But would not the river remain open all the same if the railway were constructed—would we not
have to compete with the river ? The river is sometimes not open for three years, and that spoils its ° ‘’ J
usefulness to the settler there. You cannot depend upon it. It is just possible that the squatter up 
there may have had all his wire and shearing supplies landed when up comes the river. You can never 
calculate when it will be navigable.
526. Are there no dams and tanks between Nyngan and Cobar ? It is not that matter, but the matter of 
the road being shut up through wet seasons, and although there are tanks there they are not sufficient 
for all times. Stock have access to them, and in dry seasons and in droughts they have to be sent away 
to pasture. .
527. I am not alluding to stock, but more particularly to horses and the teams. I understood you to' say 
that you have paid Is. a pound for the carriage of certain articles by coach ? Yes ; flour, for instance'.
528. Is there not sufficient water for teams ? Yes ; but there is no feed. Along a line of road like that 
travelling stock .making their way to market eat every blade of grass which they can get at.
529. Cannot they supply themselves with oats or feed from other places by train to Nyngan ? Yes ; but 
do you know what the cost of fodder was in that district last year ? They were paying as high as 6d. a 
lb. for chaff to feed their teams on. That will give you an idea of the difficulties to be contended with in 
that district.
530. That is at Cobar, I presume ? In that district.
531. How much a pound did you pay for oats ? I do not know I am sure, but I know that is what was’ . 
paid f6r chaff.
532. I should imagine it would be cheaper to buy oats than pay 6d. a pound for chaff ? I have paid myself 
Is. a quart for oats to feed my horses on, and that is equal to 32s. a bushel. People in Sydney cannot 
understand this kind of thing.
533. What has been the usual price for carriage from Nyngan to Cobar for mine supplies ? I could not 
tell you exactly, but I think the average in fair seasons has been about £4 or £4 10s. a ton.
534. What do you pay for the carriage of the copper from the mine to Nyngan ? £2 10s. to £3 ; but
at times we have had hundreds of tons—as much as 1,500 tons—of copper on the mine, utterly unable to 
get it away.
535. Supposing the mine were at work again, could you give the Committee an idea as to the amount of 
carriage which would accrue in bringing copper from the mine ? That would depend upon whether we 
elected to smelt part at the coalfields or not. If we smelted the whole there we should reckon on having- 
about 5,000 tons of copper a year.
536. Could you tell the Committee how many tons of copper you sent away the last year you were at
work, and how many tons of firewood you Used ? I cannot tell you from memory, but I could send the 
information to you. I could get it at the office at any time. "
537. Will you prepare a paper and send it to the Committee, giving the information required for the last 
half year you were in full work ? Yes, I shall be glad to do so.
538. Is there not a copper mine somewhere about Hermitage Plains ? Yes ; it is called the new Burra 
Burra.
539. Do you know anything about the mine? Yes ; it was under offer to me and I inspected it.
540. Is that mine likely to supply much carriage to the railway ? I think it is a fairly good mine. They 
talk about it being twice as big as Cobar, but that is all nonsense. It is not a quarter as big.
541. Hovy many miles will that mine be from the proposed line of railway ? About 3 miles; but there are 
several mines there as good as that. 1 know of one or two which have better surface indications than 
that mine. The Government would therefore not have to depend solely on the Cobar mine. I believe 
that if there were a railway through the country, and given copper at its lowest price, £50 a ton,you would 
have from six to twelve mines at work directly.
542. Have you ever seen wheat grown at Hermitage Plains, at Mr. Hall’s place ? Yes ; I have seen as 
fine wheat there as any I have seen in my life, and it is produced in marvellous quantities. There is also 
lucerne and hay grown there.
543. Do you think there would be any chance if the wheat were sown early enough to get the benefit of 
the winter rains, to grow wheat extensively in that district ? I do not think so. I think that most of the 
cultivation that will be carried out there will consist in growing the fodder which is used in the district.
I believe there is more fodder grown there this year than will be used in the district, as this is an 
exceptionally good year. I hear that the crops are heavy everywhere, but I do not think you could 
depend upon the district for wheat growing, as the seasons are too variable. No doubt the average rain
fall is sufficient for wheat growth, if it came at regular seasons, but it does not do so. ‘\Ye have' an 
enormous number of rains which are under an inch, and they are no good for anything.
544. Do you know of any limestone in the district? Plenty.
545. Do you know of any iron lodes in the district ? Yes ; some of the largest I ever saw in my life are 
in that district.
546. You have stated .that you have given railway construction a good deal of attention, and you have- 
suggested converting the culverts into dams ? Yes, in places where water is required.
547. Did it never strike you that these dams would be likely to overflow and wash away the railway line ?
No, I would not allow them to do that. Instead of making" a deep culvert I would make a level culvert, 
there would then be no rush of water. If a puddle-dam were placed alongside the line it would throw 
back water for three-quarters of a mile. ■
548. "Would not that soon evaporate ? Of course it would evaporate.
549. Assuming that the water extended back from the line half a mile, would not there be a danger of 
it rising higher than the dam and overflowing the line ? No, not if the culvert was made under the rails 
and at a level with the line. There would be the by-wash. .
550. How would you get a by-wash without taking it over the railway ? I would take it over" the railway.
We could not do better. I think that is what is being done in many cases all through northern 
Queensland.
551. But have they converted their culverts into dams there ? Yes, and they supply their engines from 
them.
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552. And do they lay the sleepers down on the ground P Tes, in some places. They lay them on longi
tudinal sleepers, and fill up with stones, and let the water go over them. In other places they put in stone
wall dams.
55B. Do they use metal between the sleepers for ballasting ? In some places they do. My own idea is 
that the difficulty is that our railway engineers have been in the habit of constructing railways for 
enormous traffic, and they want to run trains at a greater rate of speed than there is any necessity. What 
does it matter when you get into the interior, over the Dividing range, whether a train occupies twelve or 
twenty-four hours on its journey. In going to and from Cobar it would not matter to us whether the 
copper was two or three days on its journey. We do not want trains so very often. There is no necessity 
to run a daily train as is done to Bourke.
554. Don’t you think there is a probability of the people swearing a little if they ride in a train travelling 
at so slow a speed ? They will swear under any conditions. They will swear if they do not get a train, 
and they will swear if they do get one, and they will swear if they get their goods at half the cost they 
paid for them before. I never could understand why you should carry freight into the interior below a 
paying price. I have been in the habit for twenty years of paying £15 a ton for the carriage of my wool 
from Bourke to Sydney. Why should I grumble now at paying £5. The Glovernment seem to imagine 
that in running a railway train in the interior they must run at a pace which is run in the settled 
districts.
555. You have had a station near Cobar for some time ? No ; I have had two or three near Bourke for 
many years.
556. You do not know what the cost of carriage of wool from Nyngan to Cobar is ? Yes; I do know the 
cost has always been sufficiently high to take the teams from the carriage of copper.
557. Dr. Qarran.~\ I understand you to say that if the line were constructed, and you were working the 
mine, you could always fill the returned coal trucks with ore ? That is the idea. It is only a theory of 
mine in working the mine in the future, and it is borne out by the advice of our late manager, in whom 
we have a great deal of trust.
558. But you are not prepared to say positively that you could give the G-overnment a full load both 
ways ? No ; but it would not make any difference to the G-overnment at all; because if we did not send 
our ore away we must take wood or coal in place of it. It is to our own advantage that the trucks should go 
up loaded. I am given to understand by the late Commissioner of Railways that if our trucks travelled 
] 00 miles full, and returned full, they could carry produce at a very low rate per ton per mile. They have 
even gone as far as to say that a large amount of produce could be carried at a half-penny per ton per 
mile each way. It is done in America and in other places. Even private railways in America carry as . 
low as a half penny per mile over level country. In making my calculations upon that basis, I came to 
the conclusion that it would be an immense advantage to us to take up 200 or 300 tons of coal to the 
mine, and return with 200 or 300 tons of ore, carried over the same line and in the same trucks, the 
G-overnment simply doing the hauling.
559. But acting on the principle which you explained to Mr. Copeland, you would not think of asking the 
Government to carry at that price ? This is a Company. 1 am speaking before individuals.
560. You remember that for many years there was a return trade between Wallaroo and the Waratah 
coal-mines, carrying ore one way and coal the other ? No, I was never there often enough to find out.
561. Supposing the Dubbo coal did not turn out so satisfactorily as you seem to anticipate it will, what 
would be the next nearest coal-mine—the Wallerawang ? lam not sure. I think there is coal in the 
vicinity of Wellington. Eather Curran, of Cobar, has told me that he has seen some magnificent coal 
between Dubbo and Wellington, only 12 or 15 miles back from the line.
562. If the coal was of the same quality, and the Dubbo coal should not turn out well, it is possible 
that the Wellington coal may not turn out well? It might not; but we have tested the Dubbo coal, and 
we know that if the quantity is there, the quality is good enough for smelting purposes. We had a good 
many tons carted to Cobar, and used in the furnaces for the purpose of testing it. It was a good, fair, 
commercial test, made for our own satisfaction, and in order that we might know whether, if the railway 
were constructed, we could depend upon getting supplies necessary for smelting purposes.
563. You say that you made a small tramway to get your wood ? Yes.
564. What did it cost you per mile ? I could not tell you that. I can only tell you it cost us at first 
double what it cost us after we got experience in laying it down ; and after we had become experienced, in 
using wooden instead of steel sleepers. The tramway was originally imported from Sir. John Eowler 
and Co. It was supposed we could lay down a quarter of a mile per day. We found it would be to our 
advantage to use wooden sleepers, and we have used them since. I can however append all the information 
that is asked for to my evidence.
565. Was that a narrow gauge-tramway ? It was.
566. Did you gain any experience in the laying down of that line to' show whether that was really a 
cheaper design than a branch line would be ? Yes ; we got this knowledge of it : that the cheapest and 
best line is a steel rail on wooden sleepers ; but where we gained an immense experience—which I place at 
the disposal of the Commissioners of Railways—was in regard to the cost of keeping the tramway in 
repair. The tramway has not cost us more than 10s. per mile per month to keep in repair since it was 
laid down. You can compare that with the Government line. We were running 32 trains a day over it 
of seven carriages each.
567. How many tons did you carry ? About 18 tons of wood, and we ran as many as 32 trains a day. 
The cost of repairs will be considerably reduced when we get all the wooden sleepers laid down. I 
think you might reckon the cost of repairs per mile per month on the Government railways is at least 
£10.
568. Did you use horse-power haulage ? Oh, dear no ; we used steam.
569. What was the full carrying capacity of that line per day ? I could not tell you that; because our 
engines and everything else were out of repair, and we had not the proper workshops to mend them.
570. But did the loads you carried test the power of your engines fully ? Yes ; we only had small engines, 
said to be equal to 30 tons over the gradients we laid down.
571. What were the worst gradients you had ? I think 1 in 40.
572. An engine of that power would not carry traffic between Cobar and Nyngan? No ; it would be too 
light.
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573. If you were making this line from Nyngan to Cohar, you would put down steel rails ? I would make 
them nearly as strong as on the main trunk line.
574. You would not save in the metal? No; I should not try to save in it. I should try to save ^7 2 o f irrq
putting down such sleepers as I could get within reasonable distance of the line, and I should lay them c " *
as nearly as possible on the crust, simply constructing a drain on each side ta keep the water off.
575. But in laying out the line you would instruct surveyors to get the easiest gradient ? Yes.
576. Do you think you could get gradients of 1 in 100 between Nyngan avid Cobar without deviating very 
much ? Yes.
577. I understand that you have no wooden sleepers on this line of yours ? Yes we have. Originally 
we had steel sleepers, but we have thrown them away.
578. You did not use the iron posts to rest the rails on ? No ; we had steel sleepers, which rested on the 
surface of the ground.
579. Did they cut into the ground ? No ; but they vibrated and shifted, through the jar caused by
travelling. '
580.. Did you make side cuttings and throw up the material as ballast ? No ; we never dreamt of it. We 
carried it wherever we could on the dead level.
581. Then you have not made any experiments in that particular locality as to whether the side cutting 
would serve for ballast ? Oh, yes ; wherever we had to make a cutting for the side we used the earth for 
ballast.
582. Did you make any experiments ? Oh, yes, for several miles.
583. How did it answer? Very well.
584. When rain came did it wash the stuff away ? No.
585. Did it harden after being thrown up ? Yes, and it had a good crust upon it.
586. I understand you to say that the crust of the ground there is hard, and that if you cut through it
becomes soft? Yes.
587. Then the stuff you threw up would be soft? It would bo soft at first, but being exposed it would 
become stiff and hard. Of course it would be rammed down before the sleepers were put on.
588. The estimate before us for this line from Nyngan to Cobar is about £2,500 a mile ;—do you think it 
can be made for that ? Does that include everything.
589. Yes, exclusive of rolling stock, I think, and exclusive of land ? I believe there is not much land to 
purchase—there could not be more than a few acres.
590. Do you think the line could be made for that ? I think it could, and a good line too.
591. Do you think there is any need for fencing on that line ? Not the slightest. You do not want to
travel at high speeds, and there is no necessity for travelling by night.
592. We should want nothing but a few level crossings ? That is all.
593. Did you, on your own tramway, make the dams you speak of? No ; we had no necessity for them.
It was only a short line, and we had a largo tank at one end with water laid on, so that we could always 
fill the engines from there.
594. Would you make the by-washes you speak of of wood or concrete ? Of wood. I should not use con
crete or sandstone all along the line. I should use timber throughout.
595. A shallow by-wash would carry off the waters ? Yes.
596. You said that you had seen places where this was done in Queensland ? Yes.
597. Were they made of wood? Yes ; all of wood.
598. Does not the wood rot through this alternate exposure and covering ? I daresay it would ; but it 
is cheap. We find.that our overshot dams there last for a great many years.
599. What particular wood did you use ? Box.
600. Did it last well ? W onderfully well.
601. Do you think it would be good enough for a Government railway ? I do ; and on the river, when 
you go to the other end, red gum would be obtained.
602. You said that you think that the country could, in fair seasons, grow fodder;—do you think that it 
would pay to export any of the fodder if there were a surplus ? No.
603. The growers must look to the local market to get rid of it ? Yes ; what they grow one year they
can sell at high prices the next. They were selling hay last year at £20 a ton, resold at £40.
604. Will they be able to grow more this year than they will want ? Yes; they will probably be able to
stack it, and next year they will get good prices for it if there is a dry season.
605. If the local market was the sole market for produce there would not be much carried on the rail
way ? There would be a traffic in hay in dry seasons in three out of five years.
606. But there would be no produce exported ? No ; because the probability is that when there was a 
good season there would be a good season elsewhere, so that it would pay them better to stack their hay 
than to send it away.
607. The only return traffic we can expect will be wool, live stock, and minerals ? And supplies.
608. I mean traffic from the district ? Yes; wool, livestock, and stock going away to pastures in great 
drought. It is a great saving to the country if you can take stock away to other pastures in time of 
drought.
609. You have recently paid a visit to Silverton ? I have.
610. There is a private tramway there ? Yes.
611. Is it paying ? Enormously.
612. Do they charge at the Government rates ? No; their rates are a great deal higher than the 
Government rates, and the Adelaide rates are higher than ours.
613. Would that tramway pay at the Government rates ? I could not answer that question; I do not 
know.
614. Where private people are at liberty to charge a price that their customers will nay, these railways 
are profitable ;—we have two instances in the Colony of private railways paying? I think so. This 
tramway at Silverton is paying enormously, and they are trying to get a duplicate line from the Border to 
Broken Hill.
615. Do you think that there is room for both railways ? I do ; and both will pay enormous dividends on 
the money expended.
616. You explained to Mr. Copeland, I think, that there is a line of copper mines between Cobar and
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R, Barton, the Lachlan ? They do not come near the Lachlan. There are a great number of mines there. Nymagee 
is only 30 miles from Cobar, and then there is Mount Hope.

Oct 1889 ' ^■■^lere i® nothing between there and the Lachlan ? Not that I know of.
’ 618. I asked that question because I wanted to know whether a line from the Lachlan would suit the

district better than a line frpm Nyngan to Cobar ? It would not suit it so well.
619. "Would it suit the pastoral traffic of the district so well ? There would be only the same pastoral 
traffic on it.
620. The line from Nyngan to Cobar leaves the main line at an angle, and therefore it does not collect 
any traffic for some distance. That is taken by the main line ? Tes ; it only takes traffic from the 
centre.
621. And as we go west we have to compete with the Darling? When the river is up.
622. "Would a line from the Lachlan through Cobar give more general accommodation than the proposed 
line ? I do not think that it would.
623. You do not think that there would be anything gained by making a line parallel with the existing line 
further to the south ? I do not think so. Tou would have to go over rougher country.
624. The country would not be so easy ? No. I rode over it on purpose to see.
625. If the district is to be accommodated you think that on the whole Nyngan is the best point from 
which to start ? Tes.
626. Looking at Broken Hill as the terminus to be reached by our railways, do you think that this 
route is better than one from the Lachlan, through Condobolin, or from Hay ? I do.
627. Do you know the country between Condobolin and Menindie ? Tes.
628. Is it as good as that between Condobolin and Wilcannia ? It is in some places, but there is a lot 
of swampy ground
629. I suppose that actually the shortest route we could make to Silverton would be from Hay ? I 
suppose it would.
630. Do you know the country between these two points ? No, I do not.
631. From your knowledge of the district bordering on the Darling, you think that this is the best route
to get to it ? I do. ,
632. I understand that to Dubbo the gradients will be easy ; but that between Dubbo and Sydney are
the worst gradients that we have ? Tes. •
633. Tou do not think it would be better to make a line to serve this district from the southern
line ? ------
634. Tou have said that we cannot trust to the mineral traffic from this district unless copper reaches
£50 a ton. Supposing that it does not reach that price, do you think that the other traffic will 
pay ? ------ _ _
635. Do you think it would be better to run through to Wilcannia than to Cobar ? hlo, not unless the 
line were run through to Broken Hill.
636. If it were your own private speculation you would rather run from Nyngan to Broken Hill than 
stop at Cobar ? I should, because Broken Hill must be in the future the best district in New South 
Wales. It is going to be an enormous district, 100,000 people residing there.

, 637. Although there will be a large population there, you do not suppose that we should take the whole
of the traffic? We should take a considerable portion of it. At the present time silver is coming here 
from there by water; but if there were a railway it would come by train, and there would be an 
enormous traffic. “
638. Must that silver be smelted with coke, or can coal be used ? It must be smelted with coke. That 
is the present way of smelting. They have no furnaces in which to smelt with coal.
639. Could they make furnaces ? They have not found any way of doing it yet.
640. We could not send coke from any of our coal-fields in the eastern parts of the country to Broken 
Hill as cheaply as they could import it from England ? I think we could. I think we make coke equal 
to any English coke. The coke will be taken from the mountains to Broken Hill, and the ore will be 
brought back. I have spoken to a number of the large mining managers there, and to people interested 
in the mines, and it is their idea that if they had a direct line to Sydney they would bring coke one way 
and send ore the other, supposing that the freights were fair for the haulage power only.
641. They have tried our coke. Does it contain more or less ash than that brought from England ? 
They told me that it was admirable.
642. Could we lay it down at better prices ? I fancy that we could lay it down as cheaply, and we should 
have the advantage of taking back the ore.
643. On equal prices do you think that we could cut out the English coke? I think we could.
644. With a difference of 5 or 10 per cent, you are sure that we should ? I think we should be about on 
a par with the English coke ; and I have no doubt that in the future we should be able to compete with 
it. We could also send large quantities of timber, which at present they have to get from New Zealand, 
Tasmania, and Swan River.
645. Mr. Gox^\ Of course you are aware, having had a long experience there, that the timber grown in 
that dry country is very much harder than that grown in moister climates ? I believe that is so.
646. And that apparently poor timber will last very much longer when used than better looking timber 
grown in a moist climate ? Tes.
647. Believing that a railway could be made from Nyngan to Cobar, and then on at the rate of about 
£1,500 per mile—and we have reason to suppose that it could be made at that price because a tender was 
made at that amount—do you think the traffic to the metropolis in wool, minerals, and live stock, and of 
goods outwards would be sufficient to warrant the expenditure of that money ? I do, and to show you 
that it was thought so by thoroughly practical business men, I had the whole capital for the Cobar 
railway subscribed when I asked for permission from the then G-overnment to construct it. Mr. Lackey 
was then Secretary for Works, and Sir Henry Parkes Colonial Secretary ; but I did not get an answer to 
my letter until that Glovernment went out of office. When Sir Alexander Stuart came into power he 
answered the letter within a few weeks. Mr. Copeland was then, I think, Secretary for Works, and I 
know that he was against a private railway, because he told me that he would not have one constructed. 
The answer of thelGlovernment was that they would not allow us to construct any more private railways

• in New South Wales.
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648. Your interests do not extend westerly, beyond Cobar ? I have no interest at Cobar now. I have 
no interest in the district except one little station near Bourke.
649. Therefore you do not think that Cobar should be the terminus of the railway ? Certainly not now. 
At the time I advocated the railway I thought that there was good warranty for the construction of a 
railway to Cobar—that it would have paid a private company or the Grovernment to construct it. Of 
course, since the development at Broken Hill, and the opening up of the whole country north and west of 
Wilcannia, I think that the railway should go on.
650. Mr. Garrard.~] And because of the shutting down of Cobar? As I said before, Cobar was shut 
down simply because we could not get firewood.
651. Is the country between Cobar and Wilcannia all equally good ? It is not equally good ; but it is all
level grazing country. •
652. There are no engineering difficulties in the way of the construction of a railway? None at all. I 
think the Department know that now. They have had a rough survey made of the whole of it, and have 
all the facts before them.
653. You are familiar with the whole of the country between the western line and Wilcannia and 
Wentworth—I mean the country east of the Darling ? I know it all.
654. Do you know the route of the proposed line through Borbes ? Yes.
655. Do you think that the proposed line from Nyngan to Cobar and on to Wilcannia is the best that 
can be made ? I do. I think that is1 the first line that should be made ; but I also think that the line 
through Parkes and Condobolin across to the Darling should be made at some future time, and no doubt 
some day it will be made. I think that the Nyngan to Cobar line should be made at once. It is the 
most important line that we have, and will connect the enormously wealthy district of Broken Hill with 
Sydney. I think it is a standing disgrace, as I said the other day at Broken Hill, that no steps have been 
taken to make that line before.
656. You said just now that you were firmly under the belief that the trade would justify a line from 
Nyngan to Cobar? I proposed to make such a line myself. That is proof that I am.
657. At that time the mines in and about Cobar were working very much more fully than they have been 
of late? Yes, because then we were in hopes of getting a railway. We have been buoyed up by promises 
from every Minister who has been in power that we should get a railway, and the House approved of its 
being made. Because of those promises we extended our works until we found out that the promises of 
politicians were not to be depended upon.
658. But there has been no development in the district lately, but rather a going back because of the low 
price of copper? Other mines have been discovered. Gold-mines are being opened up in every direction.
659. You told Mr. Lackey that if the railway were constructed you did not think the mines would be 
reopened because of the present low price of copper ? Our mines are not shut. It is only the Cobar 
mine that is shut. Nymagee is still working, and the other mines will undoubtedly go on. Cobar is 
peculiarly placed. It has an enormous supply of low class ore, but it would be necessary that copper 
should be £50 a ton before we could employ the thousands of men that we should have to employ to make 
the mine pay. £50 a ton is below the minimum price of copper. We could work Cobar at that. There 
are only a few mines in the world that can work copper at a profit at the present time.
660. I.suppose all the wool west of Cobar would naturally gravitate to the Darling? No, except when the 
Darling was in flood. When you have a railway it is open at all times, and though you may not be able 
to get teams this vreek, next week, or the week after, you can get them at some time to take your wool, 
but with the river it is different. It is only open for a few weeks, and if you cannot run in your wool to 
catch the steamer you cannot send it. You would say “the river is falling and it will take the drays a 
week or a fortnight to get there, so that I shall not be able to send it,” and it would be sent by railway. 
The river does very little compared with the railway.
661. Is it not a fact that since the railway has been constructed to Bourke a large quantity of wool has
been sent by the river? I cannot tell. My station is on the river and I have never yet sent a bale of 
wool by it. ■
662. How far are you from the river ? I am 9 miles from the railway and right on the river.
663. Supposing the Nyngan to Cobar line were out of consideration altogether, and that it were proposed 
to make a line from the present Western line through Condobolin, should it go to Wilcannia or to Went
worth ? Certainly not to Wilcannia. I should take it down to Menindie, or below Menindie.
664. Which is the more important town, Menindie or Wilcannia? Menindie is a very small town. It 
has never been a thriving place. Wilcannia has always been the more important of the two.
665. At any rate you do not think that the Forbes line should go to Wilcannia, but that it should go 
further down ? That it should catch the trade lower down. I should take it from the bend of the 
Lachlan, below Condobolin, straight through to the river, by the best road you could get.
666. Mr. IIumphery.~\ Do you know what the cost of coke is at Broken Hill at the present time ? No, 
I do not.
667. You have no information whatever upon that subject ? Not here. I brought back certain memo
randa for comparison, but I cannot recollect the figures now.
668. In the event of the Cobar mine ceasing to work, what would be the other source of revenue to the 
railway ? The traffic from the other mines in the district—wool, stock, tallow, hides, and all kinds of 
pastoral produce, as well as the whole of tbe supplies for improvements going on in the district.
669. Without going over any portion af the evidence, or any of those points that have already been 
worked out by the gentlemen who have examined you, I wish to knowr whether the line would be a 
profitable one even if it were not extended ? I am quite sure that a line going to Cobar alone, if it 
did not go a mile further, would be profitable if worked upon purely economical principles in the way 
that you and I would work it if we had an interest in it, not having expensive stations, and a great number 
of men hanging about, doing nothing,. If economically worked, the railway to Cobar would pay, and 
would always have paid since the conception of the idea.
670. Can you furnish a statement to the Committee showing the probable 'earnings of the line and the
cost ot working it? We have furnished the probable earnings of the line to the Government on several 
occasions. . .
671. Will you furnish us with such a statement ? Yes, I should be very glad to do so.
672. Mr. O’ Sullivan.In answer to the Chairman, I think you spoke of the surveyors having taken the

line

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—BAIL WAY PEOM NYNGAN TO COBAE. 23

E. Barton, 
Esq.

2 Oct., 1889.



24 PABLIAMEMABY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOBKS.

line over a difficult portion of the country near “Budd’s Hotel,” and you recommended a detour;—would that 
^ _ he likely to increase the cost of the line much ? No, certainly not. It was one of those points in the 

2 Oct 1889 ou^ °f the line which you find are notorious in the immediate district. People called my attention to
’ ' the matter, and said, jocularly, that they supposed I had got it done to suit my public-house. I said,

“ Where would you take it,” and they said, “ Through the back of the 40 acres, and round the hill” ; and 
I saw it in a moment. I did not go over the route ; but when it was pointed out to me I saw that a curve 
would have avoided the ridge.
G73. About what length would the curve be ? I cannot tell you. It did not look to be a long one, 
because you could stand at the hotel door and see the plain going round.
674. Would that be less than 3 miles ? I think so; but as I said before, I did not go over the ground.
675. Would this detour be to the north of the dam at Budd’s? Tes ; it would leave Budd’s altogether. 
Budd’s is really my property.
676. Tou also spoke of a mine called the C.S.A. mine ;—what is the proper name of that mine ? It was a 
copper mine—the Cornish Scottish and Australian mine. The shares at one time were up to £16.
677. Mr. Tee.] What are they now ? Nothing.
678. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] In your evidence you threw out a suggestion that the trains on the proposed line, 
instead of going every day, should run two or three times a week ? As- often as was necessary.
679. I suppose ■ you are aware that all that time the wages of the maintenance men would be going on ? 
I do not think that we should have those men. I do not know why they are appointed. I never see 
them doing anything when I pass in the train. I think myself that the work is only to give billets to the 
unemployed. When I tell you that our tramway, with thirty-two trains a day going over it, only costs 
us 10s. per mile per month for maintenance, you will understand what maintenance men are required. 
Those men are all sorts of things. They keep all kinds of stores and goods, and in some places they 
have sly grog-shops. In other places they are accused of putting rabbits over the line for the squatters. 
I do not say that they do these things ; but if they were fully employed they would not be accused of 
doing them. There are three or four of these men where there should only be one.
680. Tou think that a large number of the maintenance men could be dispensed with ? Undoubtedlv.
681. In view of the trains being run on the lines two or three times a week instead of every day ? In 
view of anything. If you ran as many trains as you liked there would be too many maintenance men.
682. Do you think that the Bourke people would consent to an arrangement like this—that the trains
should be run three days a week to Bourke and the other three days to Cobar ? That I do not know. I 
would sooner leave Bourke out of the question. They will say, “ Tou want to do all you can for Cobar, 
but you do not care anything about Bourke.” '
683. Putting out of sight the fact that the Cobar line is a mere local line, which you contend would pay 
as that,—do you think that if it were taken through to Broken Hill and the South Australian Border, and 
a connection made to Werris Creek, it would become a great intercolonial line ? I do not know anything 
about that.
684. I mean, if a connection were made between the western and northern lines at Dubbo and "VVerris 
Creek? I would not give an opinion about that. The other line I have studied.
685. Which line ? The Nyngan and Cobar line. I know all that part of the country, but I could give you 
no information about the country near Werris Creek.
686. Are you aware that it is the design of certain officials and gentlemen who have made a study of this
matter that a connection should be made between the northern line at Werris Creek and the western 
line at Dubbo, so as to form a direct line from South Australia to Queensland ? I am not. It is a 
matter to which I have never given any attention. ■
687. Supposing a line were made from Werris Creek to Dubbo or to Nyngan, and extended from Nyngan 
through Cobar, Wilcannia, Broken Hill, to South Australia, would it become a great intercolonial line 
between Adelaide and Brisbane ? I think the principal traffic from Cobar and Broken Hill would go to 
Sydney instead of to Adelaide.
688. 1 want to know, you being a gentleman of wide experience in the four Colonies, whether such a line 
would bo a successful intercolonial line ? It would be, as far as direct intercourse between Queensland 
and South Australia, or between Queensland and Broken Hill was concerned ; but I should take it that 
a large portion of the trade between Queensland and New South Wales was done in Sydney, and that 
therefore people coming from Queensland would go on to Sydney.
689. I am referring now more particularly to the trade that might arise between South Australia and 

■ Queensland and to the passenger traffic ;—ivould it not be likely to go that way instead of going 500 or 600
miles further by another route ? Of course they would take the shortest route for any trade between the 
two Colonies ; but I do not know what that is.
690. If the line were carried out, would you consider that its chief intention ? Which line.
691. Prom Werris Creek to Dubbo, and through Nyngan on to South Australia;—would you consider the 
intercolonial aspect of such a line its chief recommendation ? No ; it would be a recommendation. My 
idea about railways is that a cheap line of railway is the cheapest possible road you can construct and 
keep in repair, and it gives the greatest advantage to the people holding or cultivating land on each side 
of it. I think that where it can be shown that a line of railway will pay interest on the capital expended 
on it, or anything near that, it should be constructed, not always at once, but some time in the near future.
I could not give an opinion about the capabilities of country about which I know nothing. I know 
perhaps less of the country near Werris Creek than of any other place in the Colony.
692. Tou know that a large amount of bullion from Broken Hill is sent to Port Pirie and brought on to 
Sydney ? Nearly the whole of it is brought to Sydney at the present time.
693. To be used as “ stiffening” for ships bound ito London ? Tes.
694. Would that come by train if the railway were constructed? Tes ; it would all come by the railway. 
It is one of the chief reasons why they are agitating for a railway to Broken Hill—to send away ore and 
to bring back coke.
695. I understood you to say that our coke would be equal to the English coke, and that it could compete 
with it ? That is what I gathered from a conversation with the mining manager when I was there. They 
had it. tested, and they thought that if a railway were constructed a very large amount of freight would be 
carried backwards and forwards.
696. Mr. Tonkin.] What prices do you pay per ton for the wood consumed in the ues, or what have
you been paying in the past ? An average of about 7s. Gd. per ton. 697.
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G97. Wiiat price do you suppose you would lie able to pay for coal if you got it delivered tliere ? Of 
course we should get it as cheaply as we possibly could. We have not thought that 7s. a ton for good 
wood was a very high price. We fancy that we could take it at that price, and in that case we should pay 
£1 or 25s. for coal.
G98. You would not be able to pay £1 12s. GJ. ? 1 cannot say that wo should not: but wo should not if
wo could help it. '
G99. Do you know whether there is sufficient coal at Duhbo to supply your wauls? My information 
about it has been derived principally from Father Curran. He says that when the mines there are opened 
up aud worked they will produce large quantities of coal.
700. "Why have they not been opened up? Simply because there is not a largo demand for coal.
701. Do you not know that the local consumption would command a fair output if it could be made ? I
should not have thought so. I should not think the local demand for coal was large enough to justify 
the opening up of the mines. . ° '
702. Do you you know where the coal which is consumed round, about Dubbo comes from ? From 
Wallerawang.
703. Do you know what they pay for it at Dubbo ? I do not.
701. Do you think they pay £1 a ton for it there ? I should not be surprised.
705. Do you not think that it would pay theproprietors of the mines at Dubbo to put out the coal when they
could get £i a ton tor it, while it is sold elsewhere for 3s. Gd. at the pit’s mouth ? I have been mixed up
with one or two syndicates formed to open up these mines; and the reason why they have never succeeded 
is because they thought there would not bo a sufficient demand for the coal to enable them to make a 
railway.
70G. Do you not know that the Government have promised, that if they supplied a sample of the coal, the 
locomotives on the line would use it ? I have heard so.
707. Do you not know' that they have no coal except a little bit that has been dug up for samples ? Ho ; 
certainly not. I have been given to understand that tliere are excellent seams of coal there, though they 
are not very large.
708. Cannot you give us the reason why they are not worked ? Simply because a company working a coal
mine within cO miles of Dubbo would have to construct a railway, and capital for the work has not been 
forthcoming. I have been asked to form a company for the purpose ; but I could not see my way dear to 
do so, because the consumption round about the town would not pay for the outlay.
709. Have you had the coal analysed ? Yes ; with a very good result.
710. Is not 30 per cent, of it ash ? The analysis showed that it was a very fair coal. I am speaking of a
property that Mr. Burslem, of Dubbo, was connected with. The property was under offer to some'other 
gentlemen and myself. ^
711. Did you ever use any off the property that Mr. Penzer discovered ? I do not know Mr. Penzer at 
all in the matter.
712. Have you any idea what was the average number of tons consumed monthly while the mine was 
at work ; I do not mean wood altogether, but merchandise of all descriptions? I could give you that 
from the reports. I could not say from memory. If I had had an intimation previously that you wished 
me to give evidence I shouffi have had all these facts prepared ; but I only heard by chance that you wanted 
me, through seeing the Chairman. I am not prepared with any statements, which I might have had if I 
had been notified in time.
713. Have you ever tried any of the Lithgow .coal? No ; we have only tried 10 or 20 tons of coal sent
from Dubbo. .
714. The reason why I asked you whether you could pay £1 12s, a ton for-coal was this : My opinion is
that you would not get the coal at Dubbo, and putting it at the very worst, the Lithgow coal could be 
delivered at Cobar for about £1 12s. per ton ; it is a very superior coal? What would be the carriage 
per mile ? ' *
715. Nearly a penny a mile? That would give the Government 50 per cent, profit on the hauling power;
and I think that is more than any Government ought to have. »
^6. You said tnat the English coke was superior to the colonial coke ? That is generally conceded; but 
several of tho managers have said that they have tried colonial coke, and that it is nearly as frood as 
the English coke. °
717. Do you^know where it came from ? From two places—from Lithgow and Newcastle.
718. Is not the Newcastle coke superior to any inland coke ? I am told that there are mines at Lithgow 
that could produce better coke than any Newcastle coke. It is better adapted for this purpose. I know 
nothing of coke or coal myself, except what I hear from other people.
719. What is the lowest price for copper at which you would he able to work the mine, supposing you had 
to pay 7s. a ton for firewood? £50 a ton for copper—that is to pay fair dividends on the mine.0
720. Supposing the price of copper kept so low' that you could not start the mine again, could you toll us 
what would be the population now' employed in the gold and other mines that would not bo affected by 
the price of copper ? I could not tell you. Gold-mining there is entirely new ; but at present there are a 
good many people employed, though the Cobar people themselves look forward to the day wheu there will 
he ten times as many people there. They say that payable mines are being opened up all over tbe district, 
and that mines are being discovered w'hich only require machinery to make them pay well. That is partly 
proved by many of the mines that are already working under exceptional difficulties. It is probable that 
Cobar itself will be opened again as a gold-mine. We have lodes there, and it is quite a question whether 
in a few' months it will not he reopened and a large number of hands employed in gold-mining.
721. I heard you say that in constructing a line you wmuld in all cases, w'here you could possibly do 
it, lay the rails on the surface of the ground. Is your reason for that the fact that when you break up the 
surface of the ground it never stands the pressure of the sleepers as well as it did before it was broken ?
I think it would stand after a time; the ground settles down, and gets a cake or skin on it, which is very 
hard and lasting. My object in laying the rails in that way wmuld be to save expense. I see no reason 
for raising the line above the surface of the plain, as W'o have done between Dubbo and Nyngan; it is 
only throwing away money. Instead of taking the stuff'required to level up and make sidings'from the 
tanks they excavated along the line, they let a contract for sinking the tanks at 2s. Gd. ayard.° Those are 
things which I have seen going on under my very eyes. ‘

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—EAlLV’AT EDOM NXNGAN TO COBAB. 25

R. Barton, 
Esq.

2 Oct., 18S9.

722.



38

R. Barton, 722. Do you think that when this ground has once got a crust on it it stands as well as the unbroken surface 
does ? Perhaps so. I would sooner have the line on the surface if I could get it. _
^23. Have you not just told us that on the line from Nyngan to Bourke, where there is an embankment 

0 ■’ ' and no rush of water, the ground is being dissolved and the rails undermined ? If those rails had been
put on the surface the surplus would have run over the line and disappeared, but as it was banked up 2 
feet 6 inches in height it formed a sort of lake half a mile across, and soaked under the sleepers, making 
the soil the consistency of mortar. _ ,
724. It is not only a saving of money, but it is also much better for the rails to be on the surface than on
the embankment ? I think it is cheaper and better in every way. _
725. Do you not know from your own experience that the soil in that part of the country dissolves when 
water lies on it or against it ?” I know the soil of which you are speaking, but it is not that kind of soil 
there. It is red soil, and will make good embankments and dams if taken out and thrown up. It will 
never become soft when it has once hardened.
726. Is it not the same formation as that between Nyngan and Bourke ? In some places. .
727. How was it that the softening which you spoke of occurred there ? Because the soil was not
hardened down properly. After the trains had been going over it for some years it would have hardened 
and the water would have soaked under the line. _ '
728. I thought you were speaking of a case that happened a few months ago ? No ; it occurred soon
after the railwa)'- was constructed. _ _
729. Do you know that a few months ago a similar thing happened, and that they are now putting in cul
verts 24 feet wide where they had 6 feet openings ? I was not aware of it. With the construction 
which I suggest no culverts would he required ; the water would simply go over the line. There is no 
wash, because there' is no fall on tho land. _ _
730. Do you think that the whole of the residents of Cobar, where copper-miners, gold-miners, pastoral- 
ists, or agriculturalists, would require 300 tons of produce per day, including coal, wood, and every other 
necessity? I should not like to answer that question without going into the facts. I have all the data. 
I have an estimate of the produce of the district in wool, stock, and everything else, and it might be very 
misleading to answer the question without looking at the figures.
731. You have promised to furnish that ? Yes. _
732. Mr. Copeland.'] Can you tell the Committee what was the average yield of tho ore during (saj^) the
last six or twelve months that the mine was worked ? The last year the mine was at work would hardly 
he a fair criterion of the average yield of ore, because no development was taking place. Wc should not 
have kept open the mine if we had not thought that the railway would he constructed. We instructed 
our manager simply to take out the ore that was available, but not to carry on any exploring works what
ever. The average has been as high as 14 per cent, for the year, and it has been as low as 8 per cent. 
Some years it would go up to 11 and 12 per cent., and at other times it would como down to 8 and 9 per 
cent., according to the sort of ore which we were using. _
733. Have you not worked out all those good quality ores ? Our sulphides arc at present a higher class 
than any we have had yet.
734. Can you say what they arc worth ? Prom 7 to 8 per cent, in hulk. - _ _
735. Can you say what the lowest percentage would pay ? That would depend entirely upon outside cir
cumstances—the price at which we could get our wood and labour, and the quantity we could put through. 
It would pay us probably to take out 10,000 tons a year when it would not pay us to work 5,000 tons. 
We must have large works with as little manual labour as possible, using machinery throughout. If we 
do that we can make the bulk of our ores pay well at what has been the minimum price of copper for many 
years—£50.
736. If copper were £50 a ton could you pay dividends on 8 per cent, ore ? We could.
737. Could you do so without the railway ? No ; because we could not get fuel. We cannot open up 
the mine without getting a supply of fuel, and the only way we can get it is by the railway.
738. Are you quite’satisfied that there is a large quantity of ore in the mine that would show 8 per cent. ? 
I am quite satisfied.
739. If the railway were constructed you could pay dividends ? If the railway were constructed, and the 
price of copper were £50 a ton, we could pay dividends.
740. To what number of men could you give employment in connection with the mine ? 2,000 at any
rate.
741. Directly or indirectly ? Yes. I am not speaking of their families ; I mean carriers, wood-cutters, 
miners, and outside men.
742. Mr. Hurley^] With regard to the annual output of copper, it is represented that 1,905 tons have 
been put out on the average per annum during ten years. I suppose that is pretty accurate ? I have no 
idea.

26 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. .

THURSDAY, 3 OCTOBER, 1889.

fkeami:—
The Honorable JOHN LACKEY (Vice-Chairman).

Tbe Hon. Andrew G-arran.
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Hdmphery. 
The Hon. William Joseph Teickett. 
Jacob Garrard, Esq.
Henry Copeland, Esq.

James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq. 
William Springthorpe Dowel, Esq. 
Edward William O’Sullitan, Esq. 
John Hurley, Esq.
Charles Alered Lee, Esq.

The Committee further coosidered the proposed Bailway from Nyngan to Cobar.

Bussell Barton, Esq., sworn, and further examined :—
R. Barton, 743. Mr. Hurley.] Bepresentations as to the condition of the Cobar Copper-mine were made in a 

Esq. petition which you presented some few years back ;—can you say whether the statements contained in 
that petition are accurate ? I do not know to what petition exactly you refer. A good many petitions 

3 Oct., 1889. have been presented from time to time in reference to the Cobar railway. A precis of what has taken
place
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place in regard to this line was put in my hands yesterday afternoon, but I find that the yery first 
paragraph is wrong. “ The first suggestion of a railway from ISTyngan to Cobar is contained in the notice 
of petition from residents of Cobar, presented to the House, 27th August, 1884.” The first time that 
the Cobar railway was thought of was at a large meeting held at the Chamber of Commerce in 1880, from 
w-hich a deputation waited upon your vice-chairman, who wras then Secretary for- Works, on the 23rd 
January of the same year. Numerous petitions with reference to the line were sent in between that 
time and 1884. .
744. An agitation for the railway had been commenced in Sydney four years prior to the time mentioned
in the first paragraph of the precis ? Tea, in 1880. ~
745. Were you then a Member for the district ? I was not, but I moved the resolution at that meeting, 
and spoke on the subject before Mr. Lackey. Then further down in the precis it speaks of The Daily 
Telegraph ridiculing the idea of a railway. But on the, 23rd or 24th of January, 1880, that paper had a 
leading article commenting upon my speech, and strongly in favour of the railway.
746. But since then that paper has been consistently opposed to its construction ? Tes.
747. At the time you presented the petition and took such an active interest in the line you had large 
interests at Cobar ? Yes.
748. And you W'ere also representing the district in Parliament ? For part of the time. I represented 
it for seven or eight years.
749. Now you have virtually no interest in the construction of the railway? Nothing beyond a few 
hundred pounds in the whole of the district. I happen to have a mortgage or a claim of some kind on a 
public-house there, which I spoke of vesterdajL
750. You are prepared to substantiate now the representations that you made when Member for the
district ? Of course. I never made any representation to the Q-overnment, I hope, for my own personal 
benefit. . •
751. The eighth paragraph of t\\e precis, dated 29/4/86, says:—“Shortly after a petition from the 
residents of Cobar in favour of tho proposed railway was presented to the Minister by Mr. Russell 
Barton. The petition stated that during the previous ten years the mines had produced an average of 
1,905 tons of smelted copper per annum, of the value of £1,444,500, in the production of which there 
had been expended an average per annum of, for wages, £96,000 ; for cartage, £15,000 ; and firewood, 
£24,700 ; for railway freight, £5,500 ; hands employed, 700” ? That is immediately in the mine, 
irrespective of wood-carters and outside men.
752. Continuing that paragraph down to the number of inhabitants in the district, do you believe that the 
representations made there are accurate ? They were perfectly accurate at that time. I obtained this 
morning from one of our balance-sheets facts bearing that out. I find that wo have spent in labour and 
material on the Cobar mine alone, irrespective of Nymagee and. the other mines, over £1,500,000 sterling. 
Those are figures which speak for themselves.
753. How is that £1,500,000 spent ? Principally in wages, and for the material required for the works.
754. Could you give us any idea of the actual return from that expenditure ? Yes, I can. We have 
paid that money out of the mine and £154,000 in dividends.
755. What was the capital of the Company ? The nominal capital was £80,000 ; but it was never called.
756. What amount of capital was called up ? I think somewhere about £40,000 in all, from the very first
of taking up the land. There were originally 20,000 old Cobar shares, upon which nothing was called— 
that is to say there was a trifle called on them for current expenses ; but in the first year they paid a 
dividend of 5s., which far more than covered all tho cost. That was from ore sold in Port Adelaide, 
which is not included in my estimate here, because we have no data whatever. That amount was 50 per 
cent, more than the whole of the expenditure up to that time. Then the mine was incorporated with 
another nr,no called, the South Cobar mine. That mine had a capital, and it was divided altogether in 
80,000 shares, Cobar I think taking 40,000, and Cobar South taking 40,000. I think about £30,000 was 
called up on the South Cobar, and that was all the capital that was ever called up. The rest has all been 
made. ' .
757. In conveying machinery from the line to the mines, a very large amount of money has been paid for 
the carriage. You made a statement to the effect that if the line were constructed, your Company would 
be prepared to pay double rates ? At that time.
758. Do you think that in the event of the construction of the line, and of the mine being properly 
worked as heretofore, you would carry out that proposition ? I think so. I suggested at that time that 
the Company and the large storekeepers should individually become responsible for double tho average 
freight charged on the line to Bourke ; and our own firm, Barton Bros., of which I was a member at that 
time, together with the Cobar Copper Company, agreed to those terms, and I believe wrote letters to the 
L'epartment stating their willingness to pay double freight for so many years—five years I think.
759. It says this in the precis, 9/6/87 : Barton Bros, offered to enter into a bond to pay double rates if 
the railway were constructed. The Manager of the Cobar Copper Company also offered to pay double 
the local rate on copper from, and all goods to, Cobar, firewood to be excepted, and the arrangement to 
continue in force for five years. He was of opinion that others interested would consent to the same 
terms ? That I think is right.
760. Do you think the Company would be prepared to carry out that proposition if the line were con
structed now? I should fancy so. I have not heard anything to the contrary.
761. Do you believe that if the line were constructed the Company would put the mine into active work 
again? Of course. The mine is only in abeyance until the railway is constructed. "We are not bank
rupt. We have thousands of pounds invested at call, so as to be able to open the mine again at any 
minute.
762. The low price of copper and the difficulty of carriage prevents you from doing so ? Yes.
763. The mine itself is in as good a position to produce a large quantity of copper as it ever was? Quite 
as good.
764. And you have other expectations ? We have other lodes# which we have never opened or touched—- 
enormous lodes. The lode called the champion lode has never’been touched. •
765. You have a large area of land lying in the same district as the gold-reefs ? The gold-reefs opened
up there, if permanent, run through the whole of tho Cobar property. . .. ■
766. That is a matter of theory ? It is a matter of theory, but from the bearing of the present lodes that
are opened up they go through the Cobar property. 767.
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K. Barton, 7G7. From tlie report of your manager is it anticipated that work can be carried on in tlieold Cobar mine 
with advantage to the shareholders for many years to come ? I had better, perhaps, in answer to that, 
read you a paragraph from the last report of our manager to the directors.. This was written in the 

3 Oct., . £ace 0£ the present depression, and the falls in the price of copper, and he mentions that they have almost 
given up the hope of getting the railway. [Paracjrapli read.'] Yesterday I said that at £50 we should 
go to work and open up the mine again if we had the railway, and this report exactly boars out my 
statement yesterday. _
768. The question of firewood is of enormous importance to the mine ? Yes.
7G9, One ton of good coal is equal to three tons of firewopd ? Yes. _
770. If you could get coal at anything like 22s. Gd. per ton you would prefer it to wood ? Certainly,
because there is less labour in using it. ........
771. In your replies to Mr. Tonkin yesterday something was said about the coal in the immediate vicinity 
of Dubbo ;—can you give us any information with regard to the difficulty of getting coal from Dubbo f 
I do not know that there would be any difficulty given the line from Dubbo. As I said yesterday, I am 
sure that the reason of those mines not being worked is the large expenditure that, w’.ould be required 
between Dubbo and where they are situated. If those mines had been in close proximity to the station 
I should long ago have formed a syndicate to open them up ; but I knew that before w7e could do any
thing in the matter w'e ivould have to construct 12 or 20 miles of railwrayr over a rough country.
772. So that even if a line wTere constructed from Nyngan to Cobar before this coal could be of use to you
another line of some 20 miles in length would have to be constructed from Dubbo to the mines ? I am 
not sure of that. I am told that between Dubbo and Wellington the coal measures come close to the 
line. But the coal there was of no use to us without the railway, and as I could see no prospect of the 
railway I did not open it up. __ .
773. Do you know that the Mines Department have put down several bores between TV ellington and 
Byrock ? I have heard something about it, but they would not be betivecn TVbllington and Byrock.

. They would not go beyond 10 miles of Dubbo. .
77d. At all events within 15 or 20 miles of Dubbo they have been putting dowur bores? I do not know7. 
I have only heard of one bore near Dubbo. I do not know7 of anything beyond that.
775. There has been some coal discovered near Dubbo ;—do you know the name of the company or the 
people to whom it belongs ? The person from whom w7e get coal, and with whom w7e were in treaty about 
the matter was Burslem. There were some people interested with him in Sydney7. . .
77G. Have you any knowledge of the analysis that was made of that coal;—was it satisfactory?. We 
gave it a better test than any analysis. We took 10 or 20 tons of the coal to Cobar, and tested it in one 
of our furnaces alongside of w7ood in the other. We found it was admirable coal for all purposes connected 
with smelting. You could not have a better test than that.
777. It is quite possible that if the mines round Dubbo were opened up it would be to the advantage of 
the Cobar people to take the coal ? That is, given carriage at a reasonable rate.
778. If you could have it delivered at 22s. a ton ? Yes.
779. Looking at the character of the country between Nyngan and Cobar, could you say whether, if
water were conserved, the land wmuld be suitable for agriculture, taking a range of 10 or 20 miles ? 
Eight or nine y'ears ago I should have said that the finest agricultural country in New South Wales was 
in the vicinity of Cobar; but having seen what has taken place during the last eight years through the 
extraordinary droughts which sw7eep over it, setting at defiance almost the law's of nature in reference to 
the rainfall, I should be very cautious in answering the question. Undoubtedly I have seen the finest 
crops of any in the Colony in the vicinity of Cobar in good seasons, but I have seen a rainfall of nearly 
20 inches producing not even grass, because of its having fallen at the rate of an inch in twenty-four 
hours. The rainfall there is eqnal to tho rainfall in places where magnificent crops are produced, and 
the soil is certainly equal to anything in the world for wheat; but sometimes even the native grasses will 
not grow for two and three years together, and consequently all the stock die off. I have travelled from 
Dubbo to Nymagee with the Honorable .John Lackey, without seeing a living creature in the w7ay of 
stock. We saw7 nothing but one or two crow’s until we got to Nymagee. That will show7 you the terrible 
state of that country during drought. _
780. Have you heard from any scientific man, or could you give the Committee any information of your
own in regard to the formation of the country between Nyngan and Cobar,—could you tell us whether it 
is a cretaceous formation ? No ; I think it is not. _
781. Getting outside the boundary reefs? No. After leaving Nyngan you have primary rocks continually 
cropping up, and therefore you would not be likely to find any cretaceous formation along the line.
782. Is there not for 10 or 20 miles a red porous soil ? Yes. _
783. Is it not possible that there might be tributaries there leading to underground rivers ? It is-possiblc, 
but where the old seas and bays are covered up it is not possible to tell how far the indentations extend. 
Even the best geologist could not put his hand down on any particular spot, and say, “Here you will 
find water, and here you will not.” That has been proved lately. We have found w7ater at different 
depths from the surface, and you may get it at one place and not in another. It is just as if the harbour 
were covered over with 500 or 600 feet of soil. You would have to go down to the deep parts for 
■vvater, and if you happened to strike upon an island or headland, or a sandy patch, you would not get it. 
We have been sinking over undoubtedly cretaceous country, where in all probability in five places out of 
six wTe shall get water in abundance ; but in other places, where there is exactly the same formation, you 
may perhaps sink upon a higher bottom, and therefore will not get a water supply. They have been 
sinking at a place called Yandra, where the formation of the soil is similar to that in which we are boring ; 
but so far their bores have been unsuccessful. They have got no water.
784. Still it is worth while the Government testing that country to see whether if is watered or not? It 
would bo worth while. I discovered a cretaceous formation, and on my representation the Minister sent 
down Mr. David, and he bore out what I had said. Then some years ago, when Mr. Abbott was 
Minister for Mines, he gave instructions that a bore should be put down between Byrock aud 
Bourke—but that has not yet been done. Eor 49 or 50 miles there is a cretaceous formation, and-it 
would be of enormous benefit to the railway and to the stock route if water were found there. It has 
been proved that on this side of the Darling there is cretaceous couutry.
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785. As a storekeeper doing a large trade in Cobar, did you generally get your goods from Sydney or 
from other places ? I do not know anything’about the storekeeping business ; I never interfered in it. 
I was unfortunate enought to put a great deal of money into it, but I never took anything out of it. I 
never had anything to do with the management of it. I left the business to my partner and all I had to 
do was occasional^ to find a few thousand pounds to put into the sink. •
786. Can you say whether any goods were conveyed up the Darling to Louth and then taken by waggon ? 
Tes ; but what proportion of our goods came up that way I do not know.
787. "What -would be the object of their coming that way ? Cheaper and surer freight. Probably the road 
from Cobar to Dubbo was closed. In a drought or wet season the road is closed and you have to look 
about for some other way to bring your goods. At one time we got our goods from Hay across the back 
country. They came up to Deniliquin and were carted from there by teams as far as Bourke, simply 
because there was no other way to come. It was before the present tanks were sunk, and there was no 
water on the roads.
788. Mr. Dowel.] Can you say what is about the area through -which the proposed line will pass that has
been proved to contain payable minerals or metals ? 1 could not give you that.
789. Is it a large area ? A very large area.
790. It has been proved P It has been proved
791. Is there any basalt through which the line will'pass ? Tes, there is a strip of country running from 
about 20 miles north-west of Parkes to about 25 miles north of Cobar. The whole of that country is 
more or less basalt, containing minerals—silver, gold, copper, tin, and iron.
792. Can you say what are the pastoral capabilities of the company ? Tes. In some years the pastoral 
capabilities are nil. I do not care what improvements the squatters have. I have seen seasons there 
when the sheep wall die whatever the improvements on the land may be ; but in a year like this you could 
not overstock the country. It is subject to those terrible droughts to ivhich that particular latitude all 
over the world is subject. They can stand one year’s drought very well; but when it comes to.2, 3, or 4 
years continuously they cannot do so. I have had thousands of pounds expended upon tanks there, and 
it has been three years and nine months before I have had an inch of water put into them. When the 
rain falls in quantities that will not fill your tanks the country is utterly useless. In some years the 
country will take ten sheep to the acre, while in others you cfould not keep a sheep to 50 acres, and in 
other years again you can keep a sheep to 4< or 5 acres.
793. Then not much revenue will be derived by the railway from the pastoral resources of the country ? 
On an average it wmuld carry about a sheep to 10 acres on improved runs.
794. Do you know whether there has been much land alienated there ? Ever since the first promise to 
construct a railway to Cobar a great many homesteads have been taken up in anticipation of it; but a 
large number of these have now been abandoned. The proprietors found that the promises held out year 
after year were never performed. At one time driving to the Nymagee mine you would see selections 
with nice little cottages and gardens all along the road ; but now you would not see one. They have, 
thrown up their selections bacause they cannot get the railway there.
795. Because they have no cheap or direct communication with a market ? That is it.
796. What is the thickness of the seams of coal at'Dubbo?- I do not know' anything at all about that 
coal, except that I have been asked to form a syndicate to work it. My objection to doing so is that 
there is ho railway there, and no demand for the coal other than the local demand, which is very small. 
The seams are said to be 3 feet and 3 feet 6 inches thick. I never went to inspect or see them, nor do I 
know much about coal.
797. It is also stated that some of the seams wrere not more than 18 inches thick ? Tes.
798. Tou have expressed an opinion with regard to the construction of railways—are you a professional 
engineer? Not a bit of it. I have been a railway contractor for some years.
799. What lines of railway have you constructed ? I have never constructed any line independently. I 
was on the South Australian lines some years ago—on the northern line in South Australia.
800. Did you take any personal supervision of that particular line ? Tes.
801. Then you must have had some experience in the construction of railways r I have had a considerable
amount of experience in matters of that sort throughout the country during the last fifty-one years, as a 
general contractor, and at times as a road maker. . "
802. Tou have stated that you are of opinion that it was only necessary to lay the sleepers down on the 
surface of the soil. Are you aw'are that it is the custom of the Department, and of railway engineers 
generally, to lay the sleepers on metal or ballast of some description ? I am.
803. On this particular country yon think the ballast could be done away with ? -I am quite sure of it. 
We have constructed 20 miles of tramway without using any.
804. "What is the weight of the engine on your line ? The engine is just sufficient to take 20 or 30 tons 
in a train.
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805. TVhat is the w'eight of it ? I could not answer that. •
806. Is it as large as an ordinary locomotive, or is it only a toy ? Tou might call it only a toy, but it is
equal to drawing 20 or 30 tons in a train, and 30 trains a day. ^
807. Do you know the w'eight of the lightest engines on our lines ? No. ’
808. Would the line to which you are now referring carry an engine of 25 tons? No; it is a narrow 
gauge, and it is not constructed for that. "But if it were constructed so that the load could bo spread 
over it, there is no doubt that the line would carry any ordinary traffic, travelling the same rate as w’e do. 
Tv e have used the ordinary soil as we went on to ballast the sleepers instead of using gravel and metal as 
they do elsewhere.
809. What is the character of the timber between Nyngan aud Oobar ? Every possible character you 
could have ; but the trees are not very large nor very straight. The timber is small and stunted, as all 
tho timber in the west is.
810. Ironbark ? Some ; not very much.
811. Is it not a fact that there is a large quantity of pine? A good deal of pine, and a great deal of box, 
p.nd a sort of blue gum, which is a very hard and durable timber.
812. Erom your experience as a railway contractor have you any objection to half round sleepers for a
railway ? I should use them in preference to anything else, because they are much cheaper, and would 
answer every purpose required. They were used in South Australia in the early days, and were found to 
answer admirably. 813.
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813. Mr. Lee.'] Fuel is of consideralile importance to the Cohar mines P Yes ; it has been hitherto the 
great difficulty. '

o locn 814'. At all events, the cost of fuel would he an important factor in working of the mines ? It would 
be a very important factor.
815. What I should like to ascertain from you is, whether, knowing so much as you do about railway 
matters, and about the kind of trucks used for conveying stock, you could offer any suggestion to the 
Committee by which the empty stock trains could be used to carry coke, coal, or goods ? I thought that 
was done at present. I thought the Grovernment had latterly paid a very high price, £15,000 or £16,000 
for a patent that was to get rid of that difficulty entirely. I know that some time ago I was asked to 
inspect a truck made on the combination principle, and looking at it apart from its adaptability to carry 
goods traffic, I thought it was the best possible truck I had seen for stock ; and when I afterwards saw 
it loaded with goods as an experiment I thought it was just as good for carrying merchandise as it was for 
carrying stock. If it were not considered strong enough that difficulty could very easily be remedied. 
The truck I speak of was one invented by Mr. Wilkinson.
816. So far as you know those trucks are not in general use now ? I do not think that anything further 
has been done about the matter. The Evans truck was adopted by the Department, but the Wilkinson 
truck, which seemed equal to it in other respects, was far better adapted to the carriage of stock.
817. You are aware that the departmental estimate of the cost of running a train, be it empty or full, is
4s. 6d. per mile ? I am aware of that; but I do not know how it is got at. .
818. At all events that is the departmental estimate ? Is that over the mountains, where there are steep 
gradients and sharp curves, or on level country?
N19. It is the average estimate. To bring stock from the country you are aware that it is necessary to 
run trains empty one way, and that there is a dead loss of 4s. 6d. per mile per train ? Yes ; but I do not 
know why.
820. If the trucks could be utilized to carry coal or coke for these large mines at a nominal cost, and I 
mean by a nominal cost, a cost that would enable the mine owners to purchase the commodity, would it 
not materially assist the development of the mines ? Yes, and I think the development of the railways 
still more. .

’ 821. A great deal of return traffic to the railway would bo created in the shape of ore ? Of course there
would. •
822. Is it your opinion that if a combination truck were made that would carry both stock, or goods or 
minerals, it would be a great saving to the country and an important factor in the development of those 
mines a long distance from Sydney ? There is no question about it. But I do not admit that 4s. 6d. per 
mile is a fair charge for trains on that level country.
823. Mr. Tonkin.] Could you give us the average number of stock trains that would run between Nyngan
and Cobar ? I could not tell you that at all. _
824. You have an idea that this line could be laid down cheaply if trains were not run over it at as high 
a rate of speed as they are run over trunk lines P Just so. On these lines they have a maximum and an 
average gradient. The maximum gradient might be 1 in 40, while the average gradient would be less. 
By having lighter and slower trains it is not so important that you should lessen the average gradient so 
that the line could be constructed more cheaply. I think that it would serve this district just as well if 
trains took twenty-four hours instead of twelve hours to go to Cobar.
825. You are supposing that Cobar is made the terminus of the line but you would not say that trains 
should run at that rate of speed if this were a through line ? Certainly not. If I expected the line to go 
through, and it were an intercolonial railway, I should make my gradients accordingly.
826. You think that if the cost of the construction of the line could be materially reduced, if trains were 
run on it at a less rate of speed than they are run on the main lines, it would be advisable to run them 
more slowly? I do, and I have always held that in that way we could construct two miles to one that we 
construct now. I think that a railway is about the only and the cheapest road that we can make in the 
interior.
827. Have you any idea what the cost would be of making a macadamised road there ? No, nor has anyone 
else. We could not do it. We could not afford to cart the metal to make the road. I am sure that we 
could not make such a road for the same price at which you could make a railway. You would have to 
cart your metal for many miles at a stretch to get over the bad places.
82S. Vice-Ohairman^] With reference to the trucks of which you have been speaking, you think that they 
could as a rule be utilized for the purpose of carrying stock as well as goods traffic ? I am sure they could.
829. That was the object of buying the invention ? When I looked at Wilkinson’s truck I merely 
looked at it from a squatter’s point of view to see how it would do for the carriage of sheep and cattle. I 
consider that it is expressly adapted for the carriage of - sheep because it is on the end loading principle, 
so that you can load right through and it makes no difference 'whether you have 50 or 100 trucks. I 
afterwards saw it loaded with goods and I think that, though Evans truck is adapted both for carring stock 
and merchandise, yet it cannot compare with Wilkinson’s as a stock truck.
830. The special merit of these trucks is that they can be used for goods traffic as well as for stock, so 
that instead of having to haul empty trucks for hundreds of miles into the country in order to bring 
stock back the trains can be loaded each way P Yes, and I know that the trucks are used in that way in 
other countries. I have been corresponding with some gentleman in America lately, and I have ascer
tained the fact that stock trucks are used there to convey goods as well.
831. You know the country well between Cobar and Wilcannia ? I do.
832. Do you know the country between Condobolin and Wilcannia? Not so well. I rode across it once 
with the express purpose of seeing what the line was like.
833. Do you think the country between Condobolin and Wilcannia is as good as that between Cobar aud
Wilcannia? No. I think the line would be better if it went lower down so as to avoid the stony mulga 
ridges you meet with between Condobolin and Wilcannia. If you keep to the south you avoid those 
ridges and get into better country. '
834. You are an old resident of the district ? I have been there twenty-five years.
835. You have a tolerably accurate knowledge of the whole country and of the Darling especially ? I 
think so.
836. Do you think that if a line is to be constructed to Wilcannia with the idea of eventually going on to
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Broken Hill the route irom Ifyngan to Cobar would be the proper one ? I think that that is the best E- Barton, 
line for the country. Esq.
837. And you would recommend that the railway be constructed on an economical basis? Tes, every
where, in order to enable us to get more railways. 3 0ct-> 1889
838. Tou are sure that the ballast could be taken from the sides of the line ? In most places. In some 
places you would go over i a mile of swampy land where the soil would not be good for ballast. The 
local name for these places is ‘ spew holes.” I think it would be wise whenever you came across them to 
use other soil for ballast. They are invariably low places and would probably require some little ballasting 
to bring them up to the average level.

^ Sullivan.~\ Have you read of the report drawm up by Mr. Kirkcaldie with regard to the 
probable traffic on the lines ? No, I have not, because Mr. Kirkealdie or any one else would not have all 
the data on which to form an estimate of traffic. ' A great deal of the stores and supplies of the district 
were sent to Bourke in order to take advantage of the cheap freights under the differential system.
Wright, Heaton, & Co., laid themselves out for this business, and enormous quantities of goods were 
sent to Bourke and distributed from there instead of from Nyngan. I know that at one time they were 
sending out a great deal. " ' J
840. Tou think that Mr. Kirkealdie being a stranger to the district could not have been well enough • 
acquainted with the local circumstances to be able to give an accurate report ? I did not read his report.
I read some of it and it seemed to me that he was not seized of all the facts. I know some of the parties 
who gave evidence about the freight before him, and he cut their estimate down one half.
841. Tou know that the report was an adverse one ? I take that for granted by reading some of extracts 
here.
842. M.r. Hurley.Is-it not a fact that round your mine there are some tens of thousands of tons of slag 
which would be suitable for ballast ? Tes.
843. Seeing the great advantage which the mine at Cobar "would reap from the construction of the railway ; 
do you think the Company would have any objection to making over to the Grovernment any interest 
they had in that slag ? Not a bit. It would be an immense item in the construction, if we used ballast.
844. The slag would be most suitable for ballast ? Yery suitable. *
845. At Cobar we could get a great deal of ballast from the slag, and about 23 miles out we could it from 
a place called hlorida. That is the only basaltic formation between Cobar and Nyngan ? ' Tes ; but 
there are lots of other places where, if necessary, you could get ballast. There are large ridges from 
which you get great quantities of small quartz as they did on the Bourke line—that would be good for 
ballast if it were required.
846. Could you make arrangements with the Company for giving that slag to the Government for 
ballast ? I am quite sure that the Company would be quite prepared to hand over the whole of their slag 
to the Government for railway purposes. With regard to the roads, I may say that in dry seasons they 
are as hard as a metal road, but in wet weather when the trams go through them they become very bad.
On one occasion, when it was impossible to take the mails to Cobar, I went to Girilambone and drove to .
Cobar easily in a day, keeping along the squatters’ roads, though they do not like you to to do that, as 
a rule. Although these roads were good, the main roads were so bad, that in some places they would 
“ bog a duck,” as they say.
847. Will you have a letter written to the Committee offering the slag to the Government ? I shall be 
very glad indeed to do so_, if it would facilitate the matter. It is of no use to us. I have no doubt that
they would continue to give it for ballast for some years to come if it were required. ,

John Harper, Esq., Bailway Goods Superintendent, sworn, and examined:— ■
848. Vice- Chair man.'] Tou are in the Bailway Department? Tes, I am goods superintendent.
849. Have you any special district ? No ; I am in charge of the whole of the lines.
850. Are there other goods superintendents besides yourself ? No. .
851. Tou have had considerable experience, I take it, in connection with the Western Bailway ? Tes; 
I have been twenty years engaged in the goods branch.
852. Tou-have frequently been over the country between Nyngan and Bourke ? Yes.
853. Tou know the country between Nyngan, Girilambone, Trangie—all that district ? Yes.
854. Tou are aware that it is proposed to construct a line between Nyngan and Cobar ? Tes.
855. Have you ever been asked to give any information in reference to that line ? Yes; I have reported 
on it.
856. How long ago ? In January, 1888.
857. Did you traverse the line then ? Tes.
858. Tou went through Cobar ? To Cobar.
859. Did you go any further ? I went out to Billago.
860. That would not be on the same line ? No, it would not be on the line of extension to Wilcannia.
861. Have you furnished an official report to the Department ? Tes.
862. Have you it with you ? Tes ; it is dated 9th January, 1888. ^Produced.']
863. Tou took evidence, I suppose, when you went out into that district ? I met the Progress Com
mittee there, and they laid before me all the facts which they had at their command. They generally 
admitted that the estimate of traffic taken out by Mr. Kircaldie some few months previously was correct.
864. What do you reckon the distance between Nyngan and Cobar ? It will be observed that in my 
report I simply add to Mr. Kircaldie’s figures, taking all his totals.
865. Then Mr. Kircaldie made a report before yours ? Tes.
866. Has he been out in the district? No, he never went to Cobar.
867. His was simply a return ? Tes; compiled from the different stations at which the traffic came in.
868. A return showing the estimated traffic ? No, th^known traffic ; the then present traffic.
869. What were the results shown by Mr. Kircaldie’s investigations ? I have only one copy of his report 
here.
870. What did he give as the annual income ? £14,683.
871. What would have been the interest on the outlay according to his estimate—is that given also ? No,
he did not give it; that was dealt with by the late Commissioner. He simply gave the earnings, without 
showing the working expenses. 872.
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■I. Harper, 872. Have you given, the estimate made by the Commissioners ? I think you have it at the back of the 
Hsq. report which I have handed in. _ _

'77 873. According to this report the construction of the line would make a deficit ? Tes. _
c ■’ ' 874. You say that you have been over the proposed line yourseif P Yes ; I have been at Cobar twice.

875. Did it occur to you that the traffic of the district would be likely to be augmented or increased by 
the construction of the railway proposed ? Not beyond that estimate.
876. Supposing that the railway were constructed further on, to "Wilcannia and ultimately to Broken 
Hill, do you think there would bo an increase in the traffic ? May I be allowed to venture an opinion as 
to that extension. I think it would be a great mistake to take a railway that way to Broken Hill and 
Adelaide. I think it would be far better to follow the Lachlan, and strike the Darling at Menindie. It 
would be a big mistake to go that way.
877. Which do you call the Lachlan lino? Through Forbes, Coudobolin, and Menindie, to Souih 
Australia. The mileage, I believe, would be less, though the route has not been surveyed. Scaled on 
the map it is less.
878. Whereto? To Silverton. I understand that it is proposed to construct a line to Forbes, and if
that is constructed there will he so much less line to be made on this route.^ _
879. What do you estimate will ho the number of miles from Orange to Wilcannia ? I should not sug
gest a lino from Orange to Wilcannia. I think that is to high up. I would rather tap the river at 
Menindie. I'think we should still lose a lot of the traffic between Wilcannia and Menindie if wo had a 
railway through here. If we had Howley’s map I should bo able to illustrate my meaning.
880. A lino in that direction is at the present time only constructed as far as Molong ? Yes.
881. How far do you estimate it from Molong to Menindie ? From Condobolin to Silverton I should 
imagine would be about 250 miles, and from Borenore to Condobolin it is 119 miles as surveyed. Ido not 
know what the distance would be through to Menindie. The total distance through to Adelaide from 
Sydney would he about 30 miles less by that route, taking it out roughly by scale, than the distance via

. Cobar.
‘ 882. You have been on the Darling ? Yes.

1 883. The traffic on that river fluctuates with the seasons? I should like to read to the Committee, with
vour permission, some remarks which appeared:in the Herald in 1885, when we first began to compote for 
the trade there. [Extract from S.M. Herald read.'] A paper emanated from the Commissioner for 
Hallways, and Mr. Kirkcaldie went through tho Darling and made certain recommendations. Wo then 
started to compete keenly for this traffic, and the very thing predicted hero must happen.
884. Dr. Garrnn.] You have given some attention, I gather, to the rival routes across to the Darling and 
on to Adelaide ? Yes.
885. Is it not a great advantage of the Nyugan and Cobar line that we arc much nearer to the Darling

* ' at Nyngan than we are by the lower routes ? Yes.
■ 886. We have a shorter distance in which to hit the Darling ? Yes ; hut we lose all the trade from the

country below. We fight every year for the wool from there, but it mostly goes to Hay and then down 
the Murrumbidgcc. " ■
887. Looking at it from a departmental point of view, with a desire to capture the trade, would the
extension of the line from Hay have the required effect ? It would if we had river dues. The mileage is 
less to Wentwerth. _
888. Do you think the wool coming down the river by boat would unload at Wentworth and go by rail, 
or continue down stream ? I think it would go on.

* 889. You think that if a squatter sent his wool down to Wentworth there would he a great chance of its
going right on ? Yes, though they have an uncertain river between Menindie and Wentworth.
890. You may remember that some years ago there was a proposal to go from Hay to Pooncarie;—do
you think that would he high enough up the river to catch the trade ? No ; I think it would he better 
to strike the river further up. The line would Ihen be nearer Broken Hill, and the trade would he inter
cepted hotter. .
891. You are introducing another subject now. At the time you made your report Broken Hill was not 
developed? No ; I had not in view an extension of the line at all.
892. The shortest way to Menindie from our present line is from Hay ? Yes.
893. Have you considered the expediency of constructing a line from Hay to Menindie ? No ; it would 
represent a distance of 880 miles from Sydney to Adelaide.
894. How many to Menindie ? I have not got that.
895. We have a line as far as Orange and Molong at the present time, so that we could continue the 
railway either from Molong or from Cowra, along the Lachlan Valley if we liked ? Yes.
896. Suppose we had a Lachlan Valley extension from our Western line at either place, going through 
Condobolin, we could strike the Darling at Menindie or Wilcannia. The engineering difficulties in either 
case would be nil. Would you recommend the Condobolin to Wilcannia or Condobolin to Menindie line ? 
I should recommend the line to Menindie.
897. Do you know anything of the intervening country ? No. ’
898. Is there not a long billabong, the Willandora Billabong, on the Menindie line that would give water 
for railway purposes ? I dare say it would, but I do not knew it. I have been as far as Ilillstou, and I 
have been to Condobolin.
899. If we were to dam the entrance to the billabong would it not in good seasons drive the water back 
and conserve it ? I do not know.
900. Do you know the pastoral character of the country at all ? Only by the sheep it carries.
901. Is it as good as the Cobar country ? I think it is.
902. Do you know anything about the mineral characteristics? I believe there are some minerals along 
the route.
903. You calculate upon having a railway to Forbte, so that when you compare the Lachlan Valley line 
with the line from Nyngan you consider it as going from Forbes ? Yes.
904. You think we should take it as a matter of certainty that wc shall have a lino to Forbes ? I do. I 
think a district like that must have a line directly.
905. As between Sydney and Silverton tho Lachlan Valley line would be the shortest ? Yes, I think
by about 30 miles. 906.
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906. As between Sydney and Adelaide the Hay and "Wentworth route would be the shortest? Tes, by J* Harper,
over 200 miles. • . . .
907. But the Nyngan to Cobar line has the advantage at the present moment of being the quickest avail- 3 18gg(
able ? Tes; there is less mileage to be constructed. _ ,
908. Looking at the payable character of the two lines—the northern and the middle, as we may call them
—do you think that the middle line will pay equally as well as the northern? I think so. I think that 
as far as Cobar is concerned its mineral development will not be very much retarded because of its being 
80 miles from a railway station. _
909. Supposing we had the middle line constructed a line could easily be made from Condobolin through 
Nymagee to Cobar ?• Tes.
910. Would there be any advantage in it ? I do not know whether it would be regarded by the Com
mittee as of sufficient importance to be made. _ ■
911. Not taking mining into consideration at all, and considering that we have to make a cheap railway
merely to accommodate the pastoral settlement in this district, would a line from Condobolin through 
Nymagee accommodate a larger area of pastoral country than this line would ? Tes, simply because it 
would accommodate a larger number of people. _
912. How far on either side would such a line be of real value to the pastoralists ;—20, 30, or 50 miles ?
Tes, that is not very much.
913. Tou have given a good deal of study to the traffic which comes from this district ? I have.
914. When we make a branch of an acute angle from the main line as is proposed here, we do not get 
the same amount of new traffic as would be obtained if we branched off at right angles ? Necessarily so.
We do not offer extra facilities to such a large number of people. The people below do not benefit to 
such a great extent.
915. There would not be a large traffic area for some distance out of Nyngan ;—you would not give any 
new accommodation ? None whatever. The people there would be able to use Nyngan station as well 
as any station on the proposed line.
916. It is not until you get a certain distance from the existing line that you obtain new traffic ? I do 
not know that it would obtain any new traffic. So far as this district is concerned there is not the least 
doubt that we get all of it. We lose none of it. But if the line were made lower down we should 
intercept some of the traffic that now goes down the Murrumbidgee.
917. Tou think that if the middle line were constructed we should accommodate nearly all this traffic and 
intercept a great deal that now- comes down to. Hay and goes by the river ? Tes.
918. Tou were considering this matter in the interest of 3rour department ? We w-ant to get as 
much as v'e can for the railway.
919. Brom that point of view, with your hunger for traffic, you would rather see the central line
constructed than the northern ? Tes. .
920. Tou think it is of importance that we should make a line out to Broken Hill? We should get very • .
little traffic at the present time. The charge for coke in South Australia is Id. per ton per mile and 
lid. for ore.. We could not carry it for that, and we should have to take it 700 miles, while they only 
take it 300. ,
921. Some of their coke they get from England ;—could they land coke as cheaply from Port Pirie as we 
could land it from Sydney ? I do not think so—not the same kind.
922. We should have an advantage in sending coke there ? No ; South Australia would.
923. Tou do not think that if we sent coke from Dubho it could compete with the coke sent from
England ? Not unless we come down in our charges. A half-penny a ton would not pay us, because 
we could not get back loading. ■
924. It would not pay you unless you could ? No.
925. Suppose you had a paying load the other way, you could take coke at a half-penny a ton ? That 
would be another feature. Practically this country gives us no traffic with the exception of live stock, 
during six months of the year, which has to be carried in a peculiar class of vraggon, and during the other 
six months we carry wool. The coke required to be sent from Dubbo would have to be carried all the 
year round, and the loading back would not represent the capacities of the trucks.
926. ' I understand that you have to compete very hard with the steamers when the river is up ? Tes ; 
they are carrying wool from Brewarrina to Adelaide for £3 a ton.
927. Por what do you bring it from Bourke ? Eor £4 and £5.
928. Even that barely pays? It pays, because vre get a good loading. We get £25 a truck. If we did 
not get it in quantity it would not pay us, but because we get full truck loads it is payable.
929. Do they get full boat loads ? Oh, yes. I heard of iron the other day being sold at Bourke at a
lower price than it could be bought for in Sydney. A contract was made to bring up goods to Brewarrina, 
and this was put in to make up the loading. . .
930. As “ stiffening” ? Tes.
931. If you have a hard matter to compete with the river at Bourke, it would be stilljharder to compete
with it at Wilcannia ? Tes. .
932. Do not you think that a line would be able to compete with the river when it is up ? Practically 
we get all the wool from about there.
933. Does it make any difference to you whether stations are owned by persons living in Adelaide or 
not ? It does to a certain extent. People are influenced naturally by their associations, although I can
not say that they are altogether influenced by them, because I know one clip of wool on the Murrum
bidgee—the Barragag wool, where all the associations one would think were in New South Wales, which 
because of the difference of 2s. a ton, was taken to Melbourne.
934. As a traffic line, you do not think the line from Nyngan to Wilcannia would be very productive ;— 
not even if extended to Broken Hill ? I should not think any great advantage would be received from it.
935. And so far as the national interests are concerned they would be as well served by the middle line ?
Tes, better. .
936. If we make a line we had better go through Condobolin? Tes.
937. So far as the accommodation of the pastoral interest is concerned in the district, of which Cobar may 
be taken as the centre, do you think it would be better served by a branch from the middle line than by a 
branch from Nyngan ? Tou mean the line through Nymagee, parallel to the present line?
938. Tes ? I think so.
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939. Mr. Trichett.'] Have you made any further report since 1888 of the probable traffic of the line ? 
That is my last report. .

3 O t 1889 I find this in the precis: “ 1/5/89. The Mayor of Cobar ashed the Commissioner by wire to send an 
c ■’ ' officer down to examine and report as to the traffic. Mr. Harper, under instructions from the Minister,

undertook that duty ” ? That is a mistake ; I have not been there since 1888.
941. Tou say that you obtained your information from the Progress Committee ? Not the information 
on which I based my estimate. The information which I used had been obtained six or eight months 
previously by the Progress Committee and Mr. Kirkcaldie. They went through the books at Nyngan, 
Gririlambone, Byrock, and other places, and the estimate set down was given by the Progress Committee 
as a fair estimate.
942. Mr. Kirkcaldie worked with them ? Tes; in conjunction with them. Tou will see that they produce 
the stock reports of that year, and I gave them 32 per cent, addition on the wool and stock.
943. What is the state of the traffic at the present time compared with what it was at that period ? 
Nothing like it. It is not half as great. Of course the mine having shut down has materially affected it.
944. Have you any personal knowledge of the country of which you were speaking, between the Lachlan 
and Menindie P I have no personal knowledge of it. What I know of it is by hearsay.
945. What is the character of the country ? It is represented to me as being of the same description as 
that between Cobar and Wilcannia, and out west.
946. As good as that ? Tes ; that is the representation. The number of sheep on it is about the same, 
and I judge from that that the country must be about the same.
947. When you were in the district I suppose you heard a great deal about the inconvenience from which 
they suffered ? Tes, and experienced it myself.
948. In what time of the year were you there? I think I was there once in June, and on another 
occasion in January. On one occasion the roads were very bad indeed.
949. That was after rain P Tes.
950. How long did it take to get from Nyngan to Cobar ? Twenty-four or thirty hours.
951. At that time was the road impassable for dray traffic ? There were some teams on it, but not many 
There were very few who would tackle it.
952. What is your opinion about the cost of constructing an ordinary road between those two places ? It 
would naturally be expensive. There are a lot of holes and boggy places, and very little metal could bo 
obtained.
953. Mr. O’Sullivan.'] Tou suggested just now that a line should be made from Condobolin to Menindie
is that merely your own opinion or the opinion of other officials ? It is purely an opinion of my own, 
arrived at after discussion with brother officers.
954. Tou know that the line has been made as far as Hay;—would not an extension of that line to 
Broken Hill, via Menindie, serve the country as well as the line which you have suggested P No; it 
would not serve the Lachlan District.
955. Would not the line from Hay to Menindie intercept that traffic P Tes; it would intercept a lot of 
it, but it would not bring in the Hillston trade.
956. Supposing there was also a line from Molong to Condobolin, as a feeder to the main line,—would not 
that serve a large portion of the country ? Tou do not serve the best part of the Lachlan at Condobolin. 
There is good country down as far as Hillston which would not be served if you stopped short at Condobolin.
957. Mr. Tonkin.] Do you think that the construction of this line would not increase the traffic beyond 
your estimate ? No ; most decidedly not.
958. Was your estimate made at the time the mines were working, or when they were closed ? If you 
will refer to it, you will see that I put down the maximum number of furnaces that the mine was capable 
of working, and the maximum quantity of wood and coal that would be consumed.
959. But do you not think the construction of the line would very largely increase the traffic ? Most 
decidedly; but that is a matter of conjecture, which I do not venture to take into account.
960. Do you know if any of the branch lines that have been made for the express purpose of tapping the
country to serve pastoral interests are paying; —do they pay the working expenses and interest on the 
outlay ? Not as far as my knowledge from published reports goes. ■
961. Then do you think it would be advisable to construct any line purely for that purpose? I
certainly should not think so. ^
962. Tou are advocating a line, I take it, from Condobolin to Menindie ? Tes.
963. What would be the resources of that line ? That trade is worth about £3,000,000 a year. That is 
the last estimate we have of the Darling trade.
964. Is that in wool ? It is the value of the traffic—wool, and stores sent in return for wool.
965. It would he an exceptional line, differing from any other branch line constructed for that purpose ? 
I should not regard it as a branch. I should regard it as the main trunk line.
966. What do you call the Hay line ? A branch line, and a very bad one, too.
967. If the Hay line were carried on to Menindie, would you regard it as a branch line then ? I should 
still regard it as a branch line.
968. What would be the difference between a line from Hay to Menindie and a line from Condobolin to 
Menindie ? There would be none whatever. I am speaking now of the line running through to South 
Australia.
969. Could you not go from Hay to Menindie as well as from Condobolin to Menindie ? Decidedly.
970. What would be the difference between the two lines as far as the returns were concerned ? Even if 
the Hay to Menindie line were constructed, a lot of the traffic would go down the Murrumbidgee ; but a 
line higher up would catch the traffic. The wool was taken from Hay this year to Melbourne for 32s. 6d. 
per ton down the Murrumbidgee by steamer.
971. Does not your estimate refer more to the mineral traffic than to the pastoral traffic ? It refers to 
everything.
972. But would not the principal traffic come from the mines ? Decidedly.
973. Then if you have to go through country where there are no mines, are you likely to have such a 
payable line as if you went through a country where there are mines ? I should not think so. Mines 
bring population, and population means traffic.
974. Do you not think that the line from Cobar to Wilcannia will tap a pastoral country as much as the 
line trom Condobolin to Wilcannia will ? Most undoubtedly it will tap pastoral country.
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975. "Would not that be advantageous? Well, there are four or five stations there, and it would be ?• Harper, 
advantageous to them, and would pick up a certain amount of traffic on either side. I think a railway
lower down, which would intercept the trade which we are losing now, would be better than a railway 3 Octl889 
which would serve the interests of a given number of pastoralists. ' '
976. Do you know that there are branch lines tapping pastoral country in order to take the wool and 
stores ? Tes.
977. None of these are paying—they are all a dead loss ? Tes.
978. Then why do you think that a line from Condobolin would be an exception ? Because I regard this 
part of the country as being capable of carrying a large population not connected with pastoral pursuits.
I believe that Menindie could be made the principal town of the Darling. It does not follow that because 
Wilcannia is larger to-day it will be so always. I believe that Menindie can be made a very prominent 
place, and then we shall have Silverton beyond.
979. Do you think that that country would carry a larger population than the country between Werris
Creek and Narrabri;—is not the country between Werris Creek and Narrabri likely to support a larger 
population than the country between Condobolin and Wilcannia ? I should not like to express an opinion 
about that, except so far as the line running there is concerned. -
980. I mean beyond it ? That country I have not seen. I would not like to express any personal opinion 
about it.
981. Do you think, from your own knowledge, and from the information you have gathered in compiling 
this report, that the Cobar line will not in a few years pay working expenses and interest on capital ? I 
do not see what is going to make it pay. It might have a development like Broken Hill. If so, it would pay.
982. Without that it would not? Without that, and as it stood when the estimate was made, it certainly 
would not.
983. And the extension to Wilcannia will not materially increase it ? No, I do not regard that as of much 
importance.
984. Even if it were carried on to Broken Hill ? Tes. We should get a certain amount of traffic; hut I 
do not think the long distance over which we should have to carry coal and ore would enable us to compete 
with South Australia.
985. Do you not think that if fuel could be got near Dubbo we could compete with South Australia ?
Our mileage then would be a great deal more than from Port Pirie.
986. But it would be all through level country? Not necessarily. I do not think the railway to Cobar 
would be over very level country.
987. If there is to be no grade more than 1 in 100 would not that be level ? Tes.
988. Supposing 1 in 100 were the ruling gradient, could coal be carried from Dubbo to Broken Hill as 
cheaply as it could be taken there from Adelaide? I should not he prepared to say that. They would still 
have about 100 miles advantage, which I think would more than make up for the easy country.
989. Do you know the distance from Dubbo to Broken Hill ? 470 miles.
990. Do you know the distance from Port Pirie ? 249 miles.
991. Then there is a difference of over 200 miles ? Tes.
992. Mr. Copeland.'] Tou appear to favour a line from Condobolin to Menindie and thence to Broken
Hill;—do you not think that there would he room for another line for Cobar to Wilcannia ? That
would be another question.
993. Do you know the distance between Menindie and Wilcannia? Tes; Pooncarie is 130 miles from 
Wentworth ; Menindie is 220—that is a difference of 90 miles. Wilcannia is 320 miles from Wentworth ;
Louth is 450, and Bourke 528.
994. What distance is it between Menindie and Wilcannia ? 100 miles.
995. Do you not think that there would be scope for a railway from Cohar to Wilcannia and then out to 
the north-west corner of the Colony where a large gold-field is now being worked—Tibboburra I think- 
is the name of it ? Towards Milparinka.
996. Tes ;—do you think that if the line were constructed from Menindie to Condobolin there would not 
be a scope for another fine out that way ? I do not know the country at all.
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| The Committee further considered the proposed railway from Nyngan to Cobar.

John Harper, Esq., Railway Goods Superintendent, sworn, and further examined :—
997. Mr. Ilwmphery.] Tou stated last day that in your opinion it would he better to take the railway from j. jjarper
Condobolin to Menindie;—will you give your reasons for thinking that Menindie will be the most Esq. ’ 
important town on the river ? My opinion is that we can make an important town at any point where ^—s 
we cross the river with a railway. 8 Oct., 1889.
998. Tou expressed an opinion that Menindie would become the most important town there;—had you 
any special reasons for giving that opinion? None whatever. I regard it simply as in the line of a most 
direct route, apart from Wentworth, from the Western Line across the Darling ; and I think that any 
place at which the railway crosses the Lower Darling must become the site of the principal town there.
999. Do you know the character of the country ? Only from general descriptions ; not from my per
sonal knowledge.
1000. Tou have not been there ? No; I simply recognize the river as a big carrier to our railways from 
the western interior.
1001. I think you stated that the clip of Burragogie wool was being sent by water instead of by rail,
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owing to a difference of 2s. in the freight ? Not this year. The difference is greater now. It was two 
years ago since a difference of 2s. lost us the wool.
1002. What is the rate of carriage from Hay to Sydney ? £2 19s.

'' 1003. How much a mile is that ? That is an arbitrary rate, fixed for the purpose of competing with the 
river steamers.
1004. AYhat is the distance from Hay to Sydney? 455 miles to Darling Harbour.
1005. What is the rate from Bourke to Sydney ? £4 Os. 3d. and £5 Os. 3d. per ton. for greasy or scoured
wool.
1006. How many miles is it ? 504 to Darling Harbour. We always reckon tho mileage from Darling
Harbour.
1007. Bourke is about 50 miles further away than Hay then ? Yes.
1008. What is the difference between the freight charged in each case ? £1 Is. 3d. _
1009. There is no competition, I suppose, on the line from Bourke to Sydney ? Yes ; there is,
unfortunately.
1010. Excepting the water ? That is all.
1011. What is the rate from Wagga Wagga to Sydney ? £2 12s. 9d.
1012. How many miles is it ? 310 miles.
1013. Then you are carrying at a lower rate from Hay than, from Wagga Wagga or Bourke ? Yes.
1014. Does the rate which you charge from Hay to Sydney (59s.) leave any profit ? Yes.
1015. Then the rate from Wagga Wagga leaves a greater profit? Yes.
1016. And from Bourke still more ? Erom Bourke still more.
1017. What is the lowest price at which you could carry per mile ? I should not like to express an 
opinion upon a subject of that kind, because it wouldbecontrolledby so many conditions. As I explained 
before, wool is good loading, because we can get 6 tons into a waggon readily—6 tons of greasy wool. 
We are controlled by so many conditions that it would be impossible to express an opinion as to the rate 
at which we could carry.
1018. Assuming that a line is to be carried out between Condobolin and Menindie, what are the probabili
ties of the traffic increasing ? I think such a line would intercept a lot of traffic which at present finds 
its way to Hay, and goes thence by river to Melbourne and Adelaide—traffic coming from about 
Paddington station, Mossgiel, and down the Lachlan.
1019. As far as you can judge, would the population along the route be increased ? At mining centres, 
such as Mount Hope, I dare say it would.
1020. Do you know of any agricultural land between those points ? I have only been along the Lachlan 
as far as Condobolin.
1021. You have not been beyond Condobolin ? I do not know anything about the agricultural resources 
of the country beyond that.
1022. What probability is there of new traffic being created by constructing a line from Nyngan to Cobar 
and thence to Wilcannia ? We should get a few clips of wool which we do not get at the present time, 
by having lower rates; but I do not see anything outside of that.
1023. Would the railway create any new traffic ? I do not think it wonld. No matter how we carry the 
line, I do not think that we can successfully compete in the carriage of ore to the coast, or of coal to 
Broken Hill, with South Australia and Port Pirie, as we have 400 miles more to carry those commodities.
1024. Do you think there is a probability of the line from Condobolin to Menindie paying ;—would the 
earnings of such a line be sufficient to cover the cost of working and fair interest on the cost of 
construction? No; I do not regard it very hopefully. I only speak of it relatively, as compared with the 
line to Cobar.
1025. Your opinion is that it would not be a profitable line ? I do not think so, not for some time to 
come.
1026. Is it your opinion that the line from Nyngan to Cobar would give a less return than the line from 
Condobolin to Menindie ? Yes.
1027. You think that they would both be unprofitable lines ? Yes ; that is my opinion.
1028. They would not only be unprofitable at first, but would also continue unprofitable ? Yes ; under 
existing conditions. I do not know how those conditions may be altered by irrigation or in other ways ; 
but at present I do not see very much hope of either of them paying.
1029. Chairman^ You said that if the line were continued out by Mount Hope it would intercept goods 
going to Hay and thence by river to Melbourne ;—is there any great quantity of goods going down the 
river to Melbourne or to Adelaide from the northern side of the Murrumbidgee ? I handed over to the 
Sectional Committee the last return of which we were in possession. It was there estimated that the 
traffic on the Darling was worth between £2,000,000 and £3,000,000 a year.
1030. On the Darling ? That would be the estimated value of the traffic passing down the river to South 
Australia.
1031. You said just now that if we had a line to Condobolin you might possibly intercept goods going to 
Hay, and thence by the river to Melbourne ? Yes; I spoke of the section of the country between Cobar, 
Mossgiel, and towards Hay.
1032. Does the wool from that part of the country go down the river at all ? Yes ; last year we had 
the wool from Paddington. It came in from Paddington at Nyngan; but the wool from the two adjoining 
runs went down the river through Hay. It was brought to Hay; and, instead of being trucked at 
the railway station there, was taken on board of the steamers, and', sent down the Murrumbidgee to 
Echuca.
1033. You talked of the value of the traffic going down the Darling;—do you know that last year’s wool 
is only just going away from there, or that it was only just going away a short time ago ? Yes ; but 
unfortunately it is passing out of our Colony altogether. If we had a railway there, even though the 
wool is only going away now, we should have some hopes of intercepting it and bringing it to Sydney.
1034. You could get nothing else from the Darling but wool? Nothing else.
1035. So that you might shut the railway up for nine months at a time ; you' might take the 
suppplies out at shearing time, and bring the wool back ; there would be no other traffic ? That is the 
position.
1036. You have been on the Darling ? As far as Louth: I have not been on the Lower Darling.
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1037. Assuming that the country is of the same character all the way down the Darling as it is between J* Hamper, 
Bourke and Louth, do you think it would be possible to place small settlers on it ? No.
1038. The country must be occupied for a long time, at all events, by the same class of people as those g Qct_ pggg. 
who live there now ? By pastoralists.
1039. So that if we had railways to every point on the line it would not increase the population to any 
great extent? No, I do not believe it would increase the population. Wilcannia I regard as an 
incidental point on the line.
1010. That is near to the gold-fields? Tes. ,
1011. Mr. Gox?\ You say there is no profit from the railway to Hay ? Not from the earnings of the line.
There is a profit on a particular class of traffic when we get it; but we cannot always get it.
1042. As far as I can learn from the last reports of the Commissioners for Railways, the traffic on the 
Hay line shows a loss ? Tes. I was speaking about a particular class of traffic. There is a profit on it; 
but we do not get enough of it.
1043. Then the line from Junee to Hay is really a cause of loss to the community ? We have always 
regarded it as so.
1044. By analogy, do you think that the same kind of traffic will result in an equal loss on the line from 
Nyngan and Cobar to Wilcannia? Tes.
1045. But then comes this view of the question : The people at Hay have an alternative route to the 
river, while the people in the dry country between Nyngan and Wilcannia have no alternative route ; 
therefore you would be almost sure of the traffic from one place when you would not be sure of it from 
the other ? Not necessarily. I do not know precisely how many years on the average the river is open 
for navigation ; but I think that it is only one out of every five that is not navigable during certain 
seasons. Generally speaking, we find to our loss that it is navigable at the wool season—at the time when 
they want to shift their wool. We are suffering from that now\ We are losing a lot of the wool that we 
expected to get this year.
104G. Where is that wool going from—certainly much below Bourke ? Some of it is going from as far 
north as Brewarrina, some of it is coming from the west of Paroo, some from Queensland, and some 
from Port Bourke, which is really in the town of Bourke. A portion of the wool from that station is 
going down the Darling.
1047. It did not do so last year ? I am not quite sure ; but I fancy that some of it went down last year.
They had a river early in the season, but they lost it later on, as far as I remember. .
1048. When you were giving your evidence here last Thursday, Dr. Garran asked you whether an 
alternative route between Molong, Condobolin, and Cobar would be preferable to the proposed line from
Nyngan to Cobar,• and I think you said that it would ? Yes. '
1049. Do you know the country between Condobolin and Cobar ? No ; I know the country between 
Condobolin and Porbes, and between Molong and Condobolin.
1050. Between Condobolin and Cobar, you cross over what is the dividing range between the waters of
the Lachlan and of the Darling. Yes; I know the country down as far as Nymagee, in a southerly 
direction. .
1051. The country between the two rivers is comparatively rough—that is, compared with the country 
running down the course of the rivers ? At Condobolin you would strike a point which I think would 
almost avoid it altogether. The railway could leave the Lachlan at Euabalong, going to- the south of 
Mount Hope, and thence to Menindie.
1052. Tou know the country down the Lachlan? As far as Condobolin.
1053. Tou have not been towards Barragan? No; I have not been north of the Lachlan; but I have 
been down in the neighbourhood of Hillston.
1054. Have you ever been to Ivanhoe ? No.
1055. Are you aware that the river flats extend from the Lachlan, past.Willandra, to Ivanhoe ? Tes.
1056. When you get to Ivanhoe you get into the scrub country ? I do not know that district at all.
1057. Are you aware that between Ivanhoe and Menindie, or between Ivanhoe and Wilcannia, it is very 
poor scrub country ? I do not know. I have noticed, from a return of the number of sheep on it, that it 
carries, if not as much as the Cobar district, about the same.
1058. Tou say that you do not think that the railway would create any other traffic than that now in 
existence ? I cannot say that it will.
1059. Are you not aware that in times of drought a very large live stock traffic takes place ? It does not 
pay. We regard the stock traffic in this light: that we have to keep the sheep alive in order to get the 
wool, and hence we carry them really at a loss.
1060. Dr. Garran.'] I understood that our railway system has already tested, with two termini on 
navigable waters, our power to compete with river transit, and in both cases the river transit beats us 
when the water is up ? Tes.
1061. Tou cannot carry with paying rates from Bourke to Sydney as cheaply as the steamers can carry 
to Goolwa or Echuca ? No.
1062. And it is the same from Hay ? Tes. '
1063. So that our New South Wales squatters prefer to send their wool to South Australia or Victoria 
by water instead of sending it along the railway constructed at the cost of the country ? Tes.
1064. If we continue the line from Cobar to Wilcannia, we simply make another terminus on a navigable 
river ? Tes.
1065. We shall be no better off with Wilcannia as a terminus than we are with Bourke or Hay? Except 
when the Murrumbidgee and the Darling are not navigable.
1066. Whenever a river is in a condition to compete with you it beats you ? Tes. •
1067. Tour only chance is when you have a monopoly ; and when you get a monopoly you do not raise 
your rates ? Tes.
1068. Tou have not tried a system of charging the usual railway rate and making a rebate when you have
to submit to competition ? No. '
1069. Tou have brought down your rates to the terminal stations as low as possible, in order to compete 
with the river transit ? Tes.
1070. And you only get those rates, even though there may be no competition ? That is all; they are
fixed rates. . .
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J. Harper, io7l. If the line were continued from Cohar to Wilcannia and the river were navigable, would there not 
he some danger of the traffic between Cohar and Wilcannia that now goes to Nyngan going to the river ? 

8 Oct 1889- ^ ^ave recognized that as a source of danger, unless we impose river dues. '
’’ 1072. Wilcannia, although in our own territory, may become an output for our trade? Tes, and I should

not be surprised to see us losing a lot of traffic which at present does not go down the rirer.
1073. Does any produce go along the railway to Bourke to be shipped on the river? Wool ?
1071. Tes ? No ; we do not carry any wool from the east of Bourke to the river.
1075. Tou have not found so far that taking the line to the river has tended to shunt traffic there ? No.
1076. If it has not done so at Bourke why should it do so at Wilcannia ? Simply because the competi
tion would be keener at Wilcannia, and there are a number of stations there which for years have sent 
their wool down the river and will continue to do so. The river there is later than it is at Bourke.
1077. Tou could only attempt to compete with it there by cheaper rates ? Tes.
1078. And you have gone down to almost the cheapest point? Tes.
1079. The river people know that ? Tes. ’
1080. They can go down a little lower? I do not know how low they can go. They will be carrying it 
for nothing directly, I suppose.
.1081. Chairman.'] The most of them are hawkers ? Tes.
1082. Dr. Carran^] Hay being a navigable point on the river, even if we continue the line from that 
place to Wentworth, the produce of our own squattages will still cross the railway and go to Echuca ? I 
should expect that unless we have legislation to compel the steamers to raise their rates in order to meet 
the charges levied upon them.
1083. We should have to put a prohibitory charge on river traffic? Tes, where we have river com
munication.
1081. How much can you take on a full load on the present grade between Nyngan and Bourke ? It 
depends very much upon the class of engine ;—from 300 to 350 tons.
1085. The engines you run there are of the smallest class ? No, we have to run at a high rate of speed.
1086. A high rate of speed is only wanted for the live stock ? The traffic is so small that we run mixed 
passenger and goods trains, and consequently we have to have a good engine to travel at the speed 
necessary for the convenience of the public.
1087. I understand that you can take from 180 to 300 tons of paying load at one haul ? Tes.
1088. Of course you could take as much on the Cobar line ? I do not know. I have forgotten the 
sections on it.
1089. It is proposed to reduce the grades there to 1 in 75 ? There are no grades between Nyngan and
Bourke of 1 in 75. •
1090. The grades are easier than they would be between Nyngan and Cobar ? Tes. '
1091. With your lightest engine at work, how much could you carry over the 1 in 75 grade to Cobar ? I 
should think about 150 tons.
1092. Not more ? No.
1093. Do you happen to know what was the maximum trade between Cobar and Nyngan in the best 
traffic year that you have yet had ? In the report which I handed into the Committee I think I have 
given more than the best trade which we have ever had from Cobar.
1094. How much was it ? I have not expressed it in tons. It is expressed in value at £15,000.
1095. Each way, or is that the gross ? Both ways, including Nymagee, and giving Nvmagee a mileage, 
which it is doubtful that it would have.
1096. Mr. Garrard.'] What do you mean by a “ a mileage, which is doubtful that it would have ”? There
is a road which has cost about £7,000, and is supplied with tanks, branching off 12 miles on the proposed 
route to Nymagee. This mileage has been calculated at a point at right angles from Nymagee to the 
road. ‘
1097. Dr. Garran.] The evidence that the Sectional Committee got at Nyngan, was to the effect that 
they would not make it at right angles—that the existing road had tanks, and that the Beads Department 
was inimical to any other ? That is shown in my report; but we always make these estimates as 
favourable as possible.
1098. Then £15,000 is an over estimate? Tes. I have put down so much for wood, but it is 
questionable whether we shall ever have to carry a ton of it. Then I have also calculated for a lot of 
fodder, which is now carried up for the horses engaged in connection with the mine. We must either 
lose one or other of these sources of traffic.
1099. Then £15,000 is exceedingly favourable ? Most favourable. It represents the maximum amount 
of work at the Mines.
1100. Does it include stock driven into Nyngan ? It includes many doubtful clips of wool. It it doubt- 
full whether the people will not take their wool elsewhere.
1101. How many full train loads of 150 tons each would take the whole of the traffic both ways ? Three 
trains a week.
1102. Each way ? Tes. •
1103. Three one way, and three the other ? Tes; if you had the traffic all the time.
1104. But very often the traffic is concentrated into two months ? Tes.
1105. So that for a long period one train a week each way would answer all purposes? In many cases 
you might be running with only one or two waggons.
1106. During the time of the heaviest traffic a train every alternate day would be sufficient ? I think it 
would be.
1107. That would be the same as we have on the Jerilderie line? Tes.
1108. So that the payableness of the Jerilderie line would be to some extent an indication of the payable
ness of the Cobar line ? No. 'We have a population at Cobar.
1109. The Jerilderie line is surrounded by less favourable conditions ? There is nothing at all there.
1110. Mr. Cox.] Tou said just now that you thought that when the railway was established the traffic in 
fodder would cease—why do you say that? Because the horses to consume it would not be required.
1111. Are you aware that there is now a tramway bringing wood to Cobar ? Tes.
1112. What brings the wood to the tram ? Horses.
1113. Would they not be necessary to bring wood to the railway? I imagine that if the railway were
constructed they would use coal at the mine, that being more economical. 1114.
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1114. In your estimate you have taken that into consideration ? Tes; and have shown that it will mean
less revenue. ... .
1115. Mr. Garrard.'] Is the Murrumbidgee always navigable between Hay and its junction with the
Murray ? Not always ; but it is generally navigable when we wish it was not open. After the snow 
begins to melt, during the wool season, it is almost invariably open. _
1116. It is not so liable as the Darling to close up ? No; it gets the advantage of the Darling waters.
It is banked up by them. _
1117. So that you have a continuous competition for your Hay trade which you do not have for the Darling 
trade? Tes.
1118. Mr. Lackey.] Although, of course, the railway loses to a very large extent by good seasons such 
as this, when the rivers are up, there are intervals of dry seasons when they greatly profit by the traffic ? 
I do not know that when interest on the capital and working expenses are paid we profit much.
1119. It is the case that you have done all the trade in the back country—you did it five years ago, for 
instance ? Tes.
1120. The people out there had exhausted their supplies and could not get any from Melbourne or from 
Adelaide ? Tes.
1121. Do you recollect how long that state of things lasted ? As far as I can remember, we had the wool 
for two years running.
1122. Tou had also the supplies fram Sydney out ? Eor one year. At that time they used to take in 
very heavy supplies.
1123. Tou had a large traffic in fodder—oats, and produce of that sort ? Eor the carriers’ horses.
1124. And for station horses? Tes. It will be noticed that I say in my report that 75 per cent, of the
teams which I met were carrying fodder. _ _
1125. Tou think it would be wise to pass some legislation with regard to the river traffic which would 
balance the trade ? Tes.
1126. Tou think that if the country is called upon to expend large sums of money in snagging and 
keeping the Darling open, river dues should be imposed ? Tes.
1127. In that case it is possible that some of the trade which now goes to Melbourne and Adelaide when 
the rivers are up will come to Sydney by train ? Tes.
1128. Have you travelled over the proposed line between Nyngan and Cobar ? Tes.
1129. It is tolerably level country ? It is a bit broken in places; but it is generally level.
1130. Tou went along the road 1 suppose ? On one occasion, and on the other I followed to some extent 
the route of the railway.
1131. Did you ever travel what is called the old Cobar Hoad from Goolba to Cobar ? No ; but I have 
heard it favourably spoken of. I went out to tho first tank on the road in going towards Billago. It is 
the only tank on the road.
1132. Mr. Humphery.] Do you know what was paid for the carriage of wool from Bourke to Dubbo 
before tho railway was opened ? I could not say. I know that it has been as much as £9 and £10 a ton, 
or at least I have heard so. I have not known any contracts to be made at that price.

J. Harper,
Esq.

8 Oct,, 1889.
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS, 
Railway from Nyngan to Cobar.

APPENDIX.

A.
Peecis of Peoceebikgs Relating to the Proposed Railway Nyngan to Coear, with Suggested

Extension to "Wilcannia and Broken Hill.

The first suggestion of a railway from Nyngan to Cobar which I find in the papers is contained in the notice of petition 
from residents of Cobar, presented to the House, 27th August, 1SS4, by Air. Russell Barton, praying for the construction of 
a line from Nyngan to Wilcannia via Cobar.

. t September, 1S84.—This was followed by a petition to the Minister (Mr. Wright) of similar purport, but the request 
was limited to Cobar.

15/6/85.—It would appear that prior to this instructions had been given to survey a line, for on this date Air. 
Secretary Wright gave instructions for the permanent plans to be pushed on as rapidly as possible for submission to 
Parliament.

16/9/85.—Plan, section, and book of reference were laid on the Table of the House, but before any action could be 
taken the Ministry resigned.

In anticipation of the action of Parliament the Commissioner instructed the traffic manager to make inquiry as to 
the prospects of the traffic on the line. Mr. Kirkcaldie replied that, the district being otherwise a pastoral one, the traffic 
would depend upon the mining industry, which was languishing, and would never again, many alleged, be what it had 
been. If, however, the mining became a permanent industry there would be a justification for the construction of a line, 
and in that case it might be well to carry it on to Wilcannia, the distance being very much less than that from Forbes. If, 
on the other hand, the line to Cobar were not constructed, the line from Forbes was the best, as it would more fairly space 
the country between the Western line and the Murrumbidgee.

The Commissioner minuted that he might or might not agree with the traffic manager, but Government had 
presented the scheme to Parliament, and although the policy might be reconsidered when the plans came before the House, 
the estimate of traffic asked for must be furnished.

3/12/85. Traffic manager thereupon forwarded report to the effect that 10,000 tons of goods might be expected to go 
on to the proposed line in the year, two-thirds of the quantity only to Cobar, and the remainder to Hermitage Plains, 26 
miles from Nyngan, i.e, four trucks per working day to the former, and two trucks to the latter. The up traffic might be 
estimated at 4,250 tons of copper, 15,000 bales of wool, and 500 tons of general goods, equal to five trucks a-day, the bulk of 
it to come from Cobar. The live-stock traffic was difficult to estimate. The sheep in the district amounted to about 1,500,000, 
but the bulk of the sheep sent from Nyngan to Homebush came from the north. Any increase of the traffic could only be 
looked for from Wilcannia, distant 150 miles through country in most seasons well grassed and watered, but in good seasons 
the competition of the river for that traffic would render substantial concessions necessary. It was impossible to predict 
the future of the copper industry, as very conflicting opinions were held with regard to it. After obtaining some explana
tions from Mr. Hornidge, Mr. Kirkcaldie further reported that that officer’s report confirmed his previous conviction that 
a line to Cobar would bring no new traffic, but it would simply bring that which at present came by way of Nyngan—a traffic 
difficult to estimate on account of the uncertainty with regard to the copper mines.

29/4/86.—Nothing further is recorded until Mr. Secretary Lyne laid the plan, section, and book of reference upon the 
Table of the House. Shortly after a petition from residents of Cobar in favour of the proposed railway was presented to 
the Minister by^Mr. Russell Barton. The petition stated that during the previous ten years the mines had produced an 
average of 1,905 tons of smelted copper per annum, of the value of £1,444,500, in the production of which there had been 
expended an average per annum of,—for wages, £96,000 ; for cartage £15,000 ; and firewood £24,700 ; for railway freight, 
£5,500 ; hands employed, 700. As firewood was getting scarce not less than 28,000 tons of coal per annum would be 
required. All building material had to be brought from Sydney. The pastoral industry would be benefited in obtaining 
readier access to a port of shipment, and wool which now went to South Australia, v'ia Wilcannia and Louth, would come to 
Sydney. Many mines which were idle by reason of the difficulty of access would be worked if a line were constructed. 
The town and district contained 3,000 permanent inhabitants. Other favourable circumstances were stated.

18/5/86.—In May, 1886, a deputation waited on Mr. Secretary Lyne to advocate the construction of the line, employing 
the same statistics that had been advanced by the above petitioners. The Minister gave the deputation a favourable reply. 
In August of the same year another petition was-presented to Mr. Secretary Lyne, to urge the construction of .the line, 
stating that the railway had been promised by every successive Government since 1879, that permission to construct a line 
was refused to a syndicate, the Government promising to construct a line at once ; that a large traffic was assured; that 
in reliance on the promises of Government considerable sums of money had been vested in improvements ; that in 1884 
Parliament voted the money for the line ; that the construction of a railway would lead to the development of new copper 
lodes known to exist in the locality ; and that if a railway were not made, large sums of money wovfid have to be expended 
on the ordinary roads. .

7/8/S6.—Mr. R. B. Wilkinson forwarded to Mr. Secretary Lyne copy of a resolution carried at a public meeting held 
at Nymagee, urging upon the Government the necessity for a speedy construction of the line to Cobar. * .

9/9/86.—On the 9th September, 1886, the plan, section, and book of reference were approved by the Legislative 
Assembly without a dissentient voice.

. 15/9/86.—A few days after a petition in favour of the line was presented to the House. In this document the 
previous arguments and statistics were employed.

8/10/86.—The approval of the plan, section, and book of reference was carried in the Legislative Council by 15 
votes to 11. • *

11/11/86.—The line was formally approved by a minute of the Governor in Council.
. . 20/12/86.—Proclamation was issued under the corporate seal of the Commissioner. The goods manager was deputed 

to visit the spot with a view to decide the question of station and siding accommodation, and his report was not encouragingin 
regard to the traffic to be expected. He specially remarked upon the sparseness of the population, and he insisted that the 
buildings and appliances should be of the most inexpensive character. Nymagee which is 36 miles in a bee line from the 
nearest point of the railway, sent 93 tons of goods, and received 50 tons per month, and the question of the point to which 
these goods should be carried on line, would have to be considered. Local opinion on the point varied greatly. At present 
the traffic went from a point 12 miles along the Cobar Road (53 miles to Nymagee), and here at least temporary accommo
dation should be provided. From “Hall’s hotel” (at 27^ miles) a surveyed road joins the Nymagee Road (Nymagee 46 miles) 
and here, as there are three wool sheds in the vicinity, temporary accommodation should be provided. A petition was

being
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being got up to make 38 miles (Muriel’s tank) the point for the Nymagee traffic, and if a road could be got, this wohld suit 
the Department well on account of the additional mileage. At 67 miles (Budd s) was the nearest point to Nymagee, but the 
country was broken and there was some doubt as to the practicability of making a road, and moreover there might be dimcuity 
with some of the Crown tenants. At 58 miles (Burramugga tank) a siding for wool should be put m. Did not think much 
stock would be carried from intermediate points, and therefore the question of trucking yards might stand over. _

Early in 1887, under instructions from the Minister, tenders for the construction of the line were invited and received. 
But the Commissioner had grave doubts as to the prospects of the line in a financial point of view, and he therefore directed 
that an officer should be deputed to make exhaustive inquiries as to the traffic to be expected, remarking that working 
expenses would probably not be less than £13,000 per annum in addition to which there would be interest on the cost.

4/3/87 —Mr. Kirkcaldie undertook the duty of making these inquiries, and reported—(1) that there is not a single 
acre of cultivated land along the whole route ; (2) that the population of Nymagee (1,500) was steady, while that of Cobar had 
decreased in two years from 4,000 to 3,000, and was still diminishing ; (3) that the Cobar goods traffic he estimated would 
not exceed £4,508 per annum ; (4) that the Nymagee traffic would amount to £300 per annum if it left the line at mile 12, 
but would be £1,100 if it were carried to the further point mentioned in Mr. Harper s report; (4) that passengers, parcels, 
and mails might produce £1,000 ; and (5) that the total earnings of the line would therefore not exceed £6,908 per annum.
Was quite certain it would never pay interest on cost. .

The unfavourable nature of this report becoming known, a deputation waited upon the Minister and represented that 
the information given by Mr. Kirkcaldie was based upon wrong data. Mr. Secretary Sutherland informed the deputation 
that the information obtained by the Commissioner was unfavourable to the construction of the line, and that already we 
had a number of lines which were simply a drain upon the revenue. He was, however, prepared to suspend action in order 
that the persons interested might obtain what they believed to be more accurate information. .

The traffic manager, who was called upon to report, maintained the accuracy generally of his conclusions.
A public meeting was held at Cobar to protest against the delay. It was stated that it could be easily proved by 

statistics that the line would give a surplus of £18,000 after paying working expenses, and 4J per cent, on cost, and a com
mittee was appointed to collect information. . , i j., ! 1 J „ i

15/3/87._The Commissioner drew the traffic manager’s attention to the circumstance that the latter had put down
£1,000 as the proceeds of passengers, mails, and parcels, whereas mails alone at £12 a mile would realize that amount.

Traffic manager in reply admitted that he had through inadvertence put down £1,000 where he intended to enter 
£2,000, and that his estimate must be increased by £1,000. , . , , .

23/3/87._Traffic manager further reported that since his previous reports had been sent in ne had ascertained that
gome traffic had gone by way of Girilambone, Byrock, and Coolabah, and that his estimate might be increased (including
the £1,000) to £8,412. . , , . x j «

29/3/87._A deputation waited upon the Minister and submitted a statement of estimated tramc (based upon the
information collected) amounting to £21,629. Their estimate, they said, was based on present returns and on existmg 
conditions, but the construction of a railway would greatly extend the area of production. The Cobar line moreover was 
the nearest route to Wilcannia and Silverton, and the whole country being rich m minerals, a railway would cause new 
mines to be opened. The mining industry was so hampered for want of the means of conveyance that the Go bar Company 
had serious thoughts of closing the mine if a railway were not made, and that would deprive 3,000 people of their means ot

^ The disparity between the estimates respectively of the traffic manager and the compilers of the statistics being so 
great, it was thought desirable that there should bo a conference between them to discuss the matter.

Mr. Kirkcaldie accordingly met Messrs. Grainger, Barton, Morrison of Cobar, and Leah of Nyngan. In his report 
Mr. Kirkcaldie stated that the compilers had made their calculations upon a wrong basis, a mistake which they themselves 
had already discovered. Adopting within certain limits the figures of the compilers’ estimate he found the amount did not 
exceed £14,683, and nearly half of that was firewood, very problematical in his opinion and atjthe best not very profitable 
traffic. (It is shown by the Commissioner that we must have an annual traffic of over £23,000 to pay working expenses 
and interest on cost.) Mr. Kirkcaldie wound up by stating that he could come to no other conclusion than that there was 
no probability of the line paying for many years to come unless some unforeseen development took place.

April, 1887.—In a minute without date, but written about this time, Mr. Secretary Sutherland remarked that the 
effort of the previous Government had been to make the Cobar line as cheaply as possible, but a line with ruling grades of 
1 in 40, and laid with 60 lb. rails might be cheap to construct, but it was not economical to work, and what was gained m 
the one -way was lost in the other. He had determined to have another survey made with a view to ascertam it easier 
grades could be found. If that could be accomplished more effective loads might be carried, and the working expenses so 
reduced as to admit of such a line, even with a limited traffic, being made profitable. •, i i v

2/5/87.—Mr. Grainger Barton addressed a letter to Mr. Kirkcaldie stating that only a few tons of goods had been
received from South Australia by the river, and going into details to show that it would pay better to receive and send 
goods by railway than to employ the water route. , , _ . T .. .

Mr. Kirkcaldie minuted that he was informed that 60 tons of general goods had come up the river to. Louth tor 
stations between there and Cobar, and that such goods must have come by railway if the river had not been navigable.

17/5/87._Mr. McElhone moved that no further step should be taken towards the construction of the line JNyngan
to Cobar, but under sessional order the motion fell through. j >> /i \ ta

31/5/87—Mr. J. Penzer sent to the Minister a statement of “reasons why the railway should be made. (1.) It 
would cause new copper mines to be opened. (2.) Pine of splendid quality for sleepers could be had all along the line at 
one-third the cost of hardwood, and fencing would not cost more than £50 a mile. (3.) One tram a day would satisfy. 
(4.) It would be cheaper to send by rail wool which now went by water. (5.) The worst cutting on the line could be 
avoided by a detour of 15 chains and the grade be at the same time made easy.

1/6/87.—A meeting of the Pailway League was held at Cobar, and much indignation was expressed because on the
strength of Mr. Kirkcaldie’s report (!!) the line was not at once proceeded with. .

9/6/87.—Barton Bros, offered to enter into a bond to pay double rates if the railway were constructed.
9/6/87.—The Manager of the Cobar Copper Co. also offered to pay double the local rate on copper , from, and all 

goods to, Cobar, firewood excepted, the arrangement to continue in force for five years. He was of opinion that others 
interested would consent to the same terms. ' .

10/6/87._The manager of the Nymagee Company also made—mutatis mutandis—a, similar proposal.
10/6/87.—Mr. M‘Elhone’s motion of 17/5/87 (see page 13) was revived, and was now negatived by 26 votes to 2. .
6/7/87.—Mr. Secretary Sutherland stated in the House that the difficulty with regard to this line was that, having 

grades of 1 in 40, it would require the heaviest engines in the service to work it, and that meant a heavy and costly 
permanent way. He had been informed that a line could be found with grades of 1 in 100, and if that were so a cheap 
line could be constructed and light rolling stock be used. A survey with that view would be made. The surveyed line 
would cost £327,000. . , , . , ,

• 7/7/87.—The following day a sub-leader appeared in the Herald commenting upon the above remarks, and stating
that an engine of 24 tons would carry a net load on this line of 131 tons, and that the engineers thought it. undesirable, in 
view of this fact to go to the expense of deep cuttings when a cheap surface line would meet all requirements. The 
estimated cost of the line, moreover, was £250,300 and not £327,000.. . . .

As regards the estimate the Herald was correct, and the Minister must have included in his statement something 
more than the mere construction of the line, but as regards the net load it was shown that wc had not a single engine 
capable of hauling a net load of 131 tons up an incline of 1 in 40.

12/7/89.—Mr. Hans Andra addressed the Minister recommending a different route from that adopted by the surveyors, 
pointing out that by his route the following advantages would bo secured—high ground without heavy grades, good water, 
and no land to be purchased. . .

Sept., 1887.—The papers relative to the Nyngan-Cobar line were laid upon the Table of the Legislative Assembly.
30/9/87.—The DaHy Telegraph, in commenting upon the papers, stated that no sane man could read through them 

without arriving at conclusions adverse to the construction of the line, and that the person who moved for the production 
of the papers deserved the thanks of the community. The article went on to say that the Commissioner, the traffic 
manager, and the assistant traffic manager had earned the thanks of the country by their brave performance of duty in 
persistently contending that under existing industrial conditions of that portion of the Colony, the line could not be made
t°pay> The
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The local paper (the Cohar and Louth Herald), replied to this article by abuse of the Telegraph, and the Kailway 
Officers, and by insinuations of “pique and professional jealousy,” and other unworthy motives.

19/1/89.—The Engineer-in-Chief forwarded to the Minister Mr. E. C. Simpson’s report upon certain proposed devia
tions of the line which would have the effect of reducing the steepest grade from 1 in 40 to 1 in 50, and of otherwise 
improving the grades.

The Locomotive Engineer, in reply to the Commissioner, reported that this easement of the grades would have the 
effect of increasing the hauling capacity of the engines 60 per cent., that is to say, if an engine could haul 100 tons on the 
original grades she could haul 160 tons on the improved grades.

1/5/89.—The Mayor of Cobar asked the Commissioner, by wire, to send an officer down to examine and report as to 
the traffic.

Mr. Harper, under instructions from the Commissioner, undertook that duty, and submitted a report of which the 
following are the chief features : Mr. Harper pointed out the importance of the copper industry in this district, and 
stated that the Cobar Company was working under a guarantee of a favourable character from the French Copper 
Syndicate, and while this was in force the output of the mines would not be diminished, but it was only for three years, 
and moreover, many persons doubted the stability of the Syndicate. There was sufficient ore in the mine to last for many 
years, but much of it only yielded from 7 to 9 per cent., and that did not pay to work when prices were low. Mr. Harper 
was under the impression that before long the Company would substitute coal for firewood for smelting purposes. They bad 
used up all the firewood up to 12 or 13 miles from the works, and as 1 ton of coal did the work of 3 or 4 tons 
of wood, it would now be cheaper to bring the former from Lithgow. That, however, would mean a large diminution 
of the population, as the means of livelihood of the many men employed in cutting and carting the firewood 
would be taken away, and these men would have to move elsewhere with their families. Mr. Harper says 
much of the soil of the district is good, and might grow wheat, but for one drawback, and that an irremediable one—the 
want of rainfall. It would be folly to talk of growing wheat where there was no certainty of securing a crop in more than 
one year out of three or four, and therefore, in estimating the chance of the liue paying this must be dismissed from the 
calculation. As a matter of fact the bulk of the traffic from Nyngan to Cobar was wheat, flour, chaff, &c., the freight of 
which was £3 10s. or £4 per ton. With such an incentive the people would not be slow to cultivate if they did not know 
that farming could not be a paying undertaking. Ho was convinced that if the line were opened coal for smelting would 
be substituted for firewood, and therefore in calculating the traffic the Traffic Manager’s item of £7,054 for firewood must 
be eliminated, and coal and a smaller proportion of firewood substituted. He (Mr. Harper) estimated the traffic as 
under:— .

£ s. d.
Traffic other than wood and coal, as shown in Traffic Manager’s return .................................. 6,131 13 1
Additional copper and fodder do. do. ................................. 542 14 3
Wood—7,000 tons, at 2s. Id............................................................................................................... 729 3 4
Coal (say) 4,000 trucks, 16s. 2d..............................................................   3,233 6 S
Nymagee traffic................................................................................................................................... 1,353 12 0

Total ..................................................................... £11,990 9 4
Or £3,091 10s. less than the Traffic Manager’s estimate. Traffic Manager concurred.

The Commissioner minuted that the estimated cost of the line, plus rolling-stock, v.7ould be £250,000, interest upon
which at 4 per cent, would be....................................................................................................................................  £10,000

Add working expenses................................................................................................................................. 13,000

Total................................................................................ 23,000

Deduct Mr. Harper’s estimate of traffic ............................................<................................................... 11,990

Annual loss....................................   £11,010

Even in the improbable event of the Traffic Manager’s estimate of £15,082 being realized, there would still be a loss 
of £7,918. '

12/7/88.—A number of residents of Nyngan forwarded a petition to the Premier against the line, on the grounds (1) 
that it was not wanted, (2) that it would not pay, and (3) that it would paralyze the trade of Nyngan.

14/7/S8.—A deputation waited on the Premier to urge the construction of the line. They stated that in 1886 13,433 
tons of goods were sent from Nyngan to Cobar, and it might be estimated that not less than 17,535 tons of goods would 
pass over the line in one year. In the year 1886, Cobb & Co. received £4,370 for carriage of passengers and parcels 
on this road. * More than 70,000 tons of firewood were used annually at the mine, and the carriage of this alone would 
prove a source of revenue. The Premier in reply pointed out that out of the population of the district there could not be 
more than 1,500 producers at an extreme calculation, and the expenditure of £300,000 for that number would be a very 
large sum per man for the State to pay. He did not mean to say that the line would not be made, but the Government 
must be clear that they were on solid ground. Parliament had created a power to sift such calculations as had been placed 
before him. It would be for the Public Works Committee to ascertain if the line would pay, and if it were found that- it 
would not pay, it would be the duty of the Committee to reject the railway.

16/7/88.—Mr. F. B. Martin of Cobar addressed the Minister in opposition to the line which, he maintained, would 
hardly pay the cost of the axle-grease used. It was a well known fact, he said, that the Cobar mine was nearly exhausted, 
and if the Minister would obtain from the Chief Inspector of Public Watering .Places a return of the teams watered on the 
Nyngan Cobar road for the last five years, he would see that every month the traffic had been getting less. Mr. Martin 
closed by stating that he had no personal interest on either side of the question.

16/7/88.—The Secretary of the Nyngan Railway League, in a letter addressed to Mr. Lyne, stated that the opposition 
to the Cobar line was got up chiefly by the carriers, the forwarding agents, and a few publicans.

Mr. Kirkcaldie remarked thereon that he had no doubt both the advocates and the opponents of the line were 
actuated by motives of self-interest.

17/7/88.—The Manager of the Cobar Copper Company wrote to the Premier drawing his attention to the offer which 
had been made to pay double rates on certain classes of goods. •

Thereon Mr. Kirkcaldie minuted that even if the Company paid double rates on copper and goods for the mine, still 
the line would not pay.

28/2/89.—Mr. Secretary Fletcher in minute of this date asked the Engineer-in-Chief to express an opinion as to the 
desirability of proceeding with the work on the basis of the tenders already received with a view to ultimately extending 
the railway to Wilcannia. A large amount of labour was available in the country and, Mr. Fletcher said, this work 
would afford relief to some of the men out of employment.

The Engineer-in-Chief replied that, if Wilcannia were to be connected with our railway system, the Cobar route 
would be the best. It was almost a straight line to Wilcannia and thence to Silverton, where we could connect with the 
South Australian Railway. This would give a through route to Adelaide, 15 miles shorter than that by Melbourne, and 
moreover 771 miles of N. S. Railways* would be used as against 388 miles by the Melbourne route. The lowest tender 
received was that of Messrs. Hardy and Morton, £121,799 Ss. 4d., and it was of great importance that employment should 
be found for the men out of work and for those who would in a few weeks be thrown on the labour market by the comple
tion of existing contracts.' '

2/3/89.—Angus and Co., whose tender of £133,747 6s. 8d. was the next above Hardy and Morton’s wrote to the 
Under Secretary intimating their willingness to carry out the contract on the terms of their tender.

_ 4/3/89.—Mr. Secretary Fletcher addressed a minute to the Attorney-General giving the history of the proposed
line and asking his opinion as to whether there was anything in the Public Works Act to debar him from accepting one of 
tenders before received. ' The

* See Mr. Harper’s opinion.
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terms of their old tender. ,, J .. .. ,
30/3/89.—An article appeared in the Daily Telegraph, not by any means favourable to the line, the article uirects 

attention to the fact that the line passes through some of the driest country in the Colony, and terminates in a township 
subject to the influences of the fluctuations of the copper market. The project had been persistently opposed by the perma
nent head of the Eailway Department, who felt convinced that this would prove another of the Colony s unproductive rail
ways. Would the present Commissioners, it asks, reverse the decision arrived at, after much painstaking inquiry, by Mr. 
Goodchapand his assistants? It was proposed to continue the line via Wilcannia to Broken Hill, a distance of 800 miles 
from Sydney. Was there the smallest probability of this long line securing traffic enough to pay working expenses ; and 
how could Sydney, at twice the distance, compete successfully with Adelaide for the trade? Our past experience of these 
wool railways had not been encouraging, and it behoved Parliament to deal with this proposal with the utmosu deliberation
and cautaon. Engineer-in-Chief submitted revived alternative estimates as under Laid with 711 lb. rails, £267,770 ;
laid with 60 lb. rails, £246,596; and reported, with reference to Sir John Fowler’s estimate of £2,500 a-mile for a light 
railway upon the fallacy of laying down a general rule to be made applicable to all lines, seeing that the conditions wlno.i 
govern expenditure—quantity of earthwork, depth of cutting, nature of soil, cost of conveying materials, tcc. vaiy upon
every g"4^89 _The (irown g0iic;tor forwarded Mr. Attorney-General Simpson’s opinion, to the effect that the provisions of 
the Railway Act, 22nd Vic. No. 19, having been complied with, it was not necessary to submit this hue to the Public Works
Committee. . ,T_. , , , , . ,

2/5/89.—Mr. B. R. AVise handed in a memo, for the Ministers’ information. Mr. Aviso stated that he had just 
returned from a tour in the AVestern district, where he found all classes of the community complaining bitterly that they 
were shut out from the markets of the Colony. It was universally admitted that Sydney is the best maruet if it 
were accessible. He found wool of the value of £800,000 lying at Wilcannia and stations around, and it had been 
so lying for the last twelve months; and in the same period 800,000 sheep had died in consequence of there 
being no means of removing them to other districts. During his stay in AA ileannia, eggs and butter and fodder of 
all kinds were selling at fabulous prices, and yet Wilcannia was the depot from which the stations as far back as Coopet s 
Creek drew their supplies. The demand for agricultural produce in AYileannia was therefore very great, and if communi
cation with the Western districts were given it would be enormously increased. AVilcannia should be the depbt of nil the 
country west of the Darling, for a large part of the south-west of Queensland, for a portion of the South Australian territory, 
and even for some parts of the gulf country in North Queensland. He would say nothing as to rival routes, but to bring 
about this result railway facilities'must be given, and if this were not done the western trade woula be lost to us and go to 
South Australia. The locking of the Darling should be carried out, not as an alternative, but as a necessary consequence 
of railway communication. It would give us the command of the trade and bring traffic to the railway The locking would 
throw the water back into anas and creeks a distance of 40 or 50 miles. This would increase settlement and raise enormously 
the value of Crown lands. . . . , . .,

9/5/89.—The Under Secretary forwarded the papers to the Railway Commissioners with a request that they would 
report on the proposed line Nyngan to Cobar, taking into consideration the question of ultimately extending it to AVilcannia
and Silverstone. . , , „ ,T ^ .

31/5/89.—Mr. T. Waddell, M.L.A., applied for an increased grant for the read from Nyngan to Cobar, the present 
allowance being utterly inadequate. , ^ i i i

9/6/89.—Road-Superintendent Adams confirmed the inadequacy of the allowance. In his monthly report ho had 
often pointed out that a railway only would meet this case. The soil was of such a character that after^ heavy rams it 
seemed to have no bottom, and horses and drays sank down in it. He estimated that to put the road in proper order 
would cost £130,000, and to construct a light line would cost very little more. .

24/8/89.—His Honor Judge Docker, in a letter addressed to the Minister, stated that he knows the district well, and 
that independently of any question of the Darling a light line should, in his opinion, be made to Cobar, it being a great 
mining centre, as well as the entrepot of a pastoral district. The copper industry was depressed, but there was no reason 
to doubt that it would recover, and the gold discoveries were creating a new industry. Now, also that the country had 
been so much denuded of wood for smelting, a large traffic would be done in coal, and it might pay to take the ore elsewhere 
to be treated. The country between the Bogan and the Darling was eminently fertile, and well suited for cereals, but one 
essential condition was wanting,—the country was waterless, i.e., without rivers, and the rainfall was scanty and precarious. 
There was probably no artesian water, and water conserved in tanks was too precious to be used for irrigation. Barfs of 
the country seemed well suited for viticulture, and if water could be got for a little irrigation a trade in wine might spring 
up. There being no engineering difficulties, a light line should be inexpensive to construct. The length of new line to be 
laid might be lessened by making Girilambone or Coolabah the point of departure, but the mileage from Sidney would be 
increased, and the prospect of this line becoming an intercolonial one should outweigh all other considerations.

AVilcannia and Broken Hill.
Two routes have been suggested—rival routes, I may term them—for railway communication with AA ilcannia and 

the AVest (1) by an extension of the proposed Nyngan-Cobar line, and (2) by an extension of the proposed Forbes line.
27/7/84.—The first of these was advocated in a petition from residents of Cobar, and presented to the Legislative

Assembly by Mr. R. Barton. ........................... ,
Mr. Kirkcaldie in reporting upon this proposal, stated that in his opinion the Forbes route was the best, as it spaced 

the country better, and would attract business that is now done with Melbourne, via Balranald.
Inspector Hornidge also was of opinion that unless very subst?,ntial concessions were made (in rates) we must not 

hope for any great accession of traffic from the AVilcannia district. _ _ .
In a petition from persons interested, presented to the Minister by Mr. Barton, it is asserted that the construction of 

such a line (Cobar) would command the whole of the Middle Darling and Barrier Range traffic.
2/4/87.—On the other hand, Mr. Kirkcaldie in reporting on this subject, said—“No doubt^Cobar would be the 

nearest route to Wilcannia and Silverton, but a railway to the former town would be of no benefit whatever as far as 
securing the trade of those districts is concerned.”

12/6/88.—A paragraph in the Daily Telegraph states that public feeling was, that the Cobar route was preferable to 
that by Forbes, as being shorter and more quickly made, but that the people would be satisfied to have a railway whatever
route it might take. . ,,,,,, T„. . . ,

2/5/89.—A memo, by Mr. B. R. AA7ise, submitted for the Minister s information, stated that he (Mr. AA'ise) had just 
returned from a tour of the Western Districts, where he found all classes of the community complaining bitterly that they 
were shut out from the markets of this Colony. It was universally maintained, that for a large proportion of that country 
Sydney was the best market if it were accessible. He found wool of the value of £250,000 lying in Wilcannia for want of 
the means of getting it away, audit had been there for twelve months ; and in the same period 800,000 sheep had died of 
starvation, because there was no way of removing them to country where grass and water were attainable. During his stay 
in AVilcannia, eggs and butter, and all kinds of fodder, were selling at fabulous prices, and yet AVilcannia was the entrepot 
from which the stations as far back as Cooper’s Creek drew their supplies. The demand for agricultural produce in AA7i! 
cannia was therefore very great, and, if communication were given with the districts further west, would be enor
mously increased. Wilcannia should be the entrepot for all the country west of Darling, for the southward of Queensland, 
and a portion of South Australia, and even for some parts of the gulf country in Queensland. To bring about this result— 
he would say nothing of rival routes—railway facilities must be given, and if this were not done the western trade would 
be lost to us and go to South Australia. The locking of the Darling should be carried out—not as an alternative but as a 
necessary consequence of railway communication. It would give us the command of the trade and bring traffic to the 
railway. The locking would throw the water back in the anas and creeks for a distance of 40 or 50 miles. This would 
encourage settlement and rise the value of Crown land “enormously.” . .

2/4/89.—The Silver Age in an article of this date, referring to the visit of the Railway Commissioners and to the 
duty confided to them, stated that surprise was felt that steps in the direction of an effort to secure the Barrier trade were 
only now being taken. South Australia, it was pointed out, had early recognised the value of the trade, and had carried a line

to

The Attorney-G-eheral was of opinion chat the P. W. Act did not apply to a case in which all the reqnn'cmencs of the
then existing law had been complied with and in which steps had been taken towards a commencement of the work,

7/3/89._Hardy and Morton wrote that they were ?io< prepared to carry out the -works of the Cobar line on the
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to the borilpr. It had been frequently debated whether a railway (in communication with Sydney) to Broken Hill 
would pay, but the writer believed it only required proper management to make it in time “highly payable'’, not only to the 
Bail'-i ay Department but to the Colony. With an inexhaustible supply of coal at one end we should be able to run our 
tiains cheaply, and compete with South Austiaha for the traffic.

4/7/89.—The Sydney Mommy Herald says “ there would scarcely be wisdom in constructing a line from Nyngan to 
Biokcn Hill or Silverton unless we wei e sure of a great deal of the trade of the districts referred to. It is purely a matter 
of pounds, shillings, and pence. We recognise a duty to the west, but it is possible that in doing a little right (to those 
distucts) a gieat deal of wrong may bo done (to the Colony as a whole), as wrong v ovM be done if a railway were con- 
stmeted to the Hailing eountiy which would be taken advantage of only in part. Adelaide, the wider points out, “ in her 
proximity to the bordei”, has enormous ad\ antages m lespeet ot the trade. If, “heasks ’, w e establish a railway will those 
advantages be increased or lessened? “This”, he adds, “ is the problem to be dealt with, while we see at the same time the 
necessity of preserving the integrity of the Colony and of keeping our resources within our ow n border.” _ _

The Western Glazier, a local paper, published someremaiks addressed by a Mr. Honkestotlie Railway Commissioner, 
on behalf of the Wilcannia Railway League. Mr. Honkes quoted statistics freely, but as they were, for a great part, of old 
date they are not of much value for the present purpose. One fact, however, which he mentioned is worthy of note, viz., 
that during the year losses of sheep to the extent of 1,000,000 or 1,250,000 had occurred, which might have been avoided if 
the mean of removing the sheep to another district had been available.

24/8/89 —His Honor Judge Hooker, in a memorandum addressed to the Minister stated—speaking from an experience 
of the district extending over twenty years—that few people in Sydney had any idea of the ainountof traffic passing through 
Wilcannia, not only to the Harhng, but to the wide country of the karoo, away to the Queensland border. The bulk of 
this traffic went to South Austiaha, and unless we weie prepared to acquiesce in the practical annexation (to South Australia) 
of those important districts, railway facilities should be provided. He was of opinion that if all the traffic, of which Wil- 
cannia was the entrepot, were carried by railway it would fully justify the construction of a light line. But the soil of 
the Harhng v alley was so fertile that, with the help of iingation, he expected to see that river become the Nile of Austiaha, 
and ho knew of no country which presented such facilities lor a system of irrigation. A railway would not obtain all the 
traffic. The bulk of the heavy goods would inevitably go by the river when navigable, but the earnings of the railway for 
wool and fodder would probably make up for the deficiency m rainy weather. Hid not see, however, why a revenue by 
dues or tolls should not be derived from the river, as it was the the expensive snagging operations which had rendered it 
navigable ; and this plan should certainly be adopted if the river were looked, which it ought to be. If the river were 
rendered permanently navigable it w ould act as a feeder—not a competitor—of a railway. If a line to Borbes had been 
made, the best route to Wilcannia would have been by an extension from that point to Euabalong, and thence across the 
country to Mount Hope, but, under existing circumstances, theie could be no doubt that Nyngan should be the point of 
departure. The distance from Sydney would be only some 20 or 30 miles, while the amount ol new construction would be 
considerably less.

C. A. B., 26/10/89.

B.
REPORT BY THE RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS.

Office of the Railway Commissioners of New South Wales, Sydney, 15th July, 1S89.

Pltoro'ED Railway Extes&iok from Cobar to Wilcaxma and Silvxktox. _

lx the reference to ns of the proposed Nyngan and Collar line, wc were requested to report in regard “ to the question of 
ultimately extending the line to Wilcannia, and thence to Silverton, with a view of connecting it w ith the South Australian 
system.” We have therefore inspected the route from Cobar to Wilcannia and Broken Hill. _

The question of railway communication with Wilcannia, Broken Hill, and the South Australian Border, is of con
siderable magnitude, yet it is one that cannot apparently remain long undetermined, not only m the interest of the places 
named, and the Western district generally, but as a means of direct communication with South Australia fiom Sydney, 
and probably at no distant date, by the construction of a line between the Northern and \\ estern lines—a direct route from 
Brisbane. Lines of this character can only be dealt with upon National principles, yet, there is also a commercial aspect.

V bile Wilcannia and the sunounduig district at present depends upon water-carnage for its supplies, and as a 
means of getting wool to the seaboard, the carriage is uncertain, and it is fair to assume that a portion at least of the 
traffic would go by rail if such a means of transit were available. _

The pastoralists are at the present almost helpless in times of di ought, and their losses during the past season have 
been great. A railway would have a material effect on their prospects—by afloiding the means ot selling part of their 
stock in bad times, or of removing the same to more favored feeding grounds.

The rates now paid for getting the stores used on the stations are excessive, in consequence of the great distances to 
be travelled to reach the railway at Hay, Nyngan, or Broken Hill. _ _

Another very great consideration is the fact of the marvellous development of the mining industry at Broken Hill, 
where there is a population of 15,000 souls at piesent existing, and we were assured it would rapidly increase.

The whole ot this trade is out of the hands of New South Wales, and the sympathies of the population are to a 
great extent with South Australia and Victoria, as the communication with New South Wales is so very difficult.

We were assured by the manager of one of the mines that his railway caniage account amounted to £18,000 per 
month, and were assured that if a through route existed with Sydney a fair proportion of this traffic might bo obtained in 
spite of our long route. It is probable also that a market would be opened up for coal and coke for our western coal fields.

This route would also be as short from Sydney to Adelaide, (and of course to places north of Adelaide shorter) as that 
now existing via Melbourne, but the New South Wales Railways would receive a 7/1 miles proportion instead of 387 miles 
as at present to Albury. ... . . .

With regard to our northern system and Queensland, if a line is constructed from Werris Creek to the W estern line, 
a shortening of distance between the North and South Australia of about 400 milcs^ would be effected.

The line is only now being roughly surveyed from Wilcannia to Broken Hill, but making the lilies throughout on 
as cheap a principle as possible, without fencing, it is rcughly estimated that it will cost as under : —

Cobar to Wilcannia ............ .................................................................................................. £497,000
Wilcannia to Broken Hill........................................................................................................ 390,000
Broken Hill ti Cockburn, via the Pinnacles and Thackenngu.......................................... 150,000

£1,037,000

Interest at 3J per cent............................................................................................................. £36,295
Rough estimate of cost of working........................................................................................ 51,000
Interest on rolling-stock ....................................................................................................... 3,339

Cost per annum ................................................................. £90,634

Of course it is impossible to offer a pronounced opinion upon the probable financial success of such a largo under
taking fiom the outset, but there is no doubt ultimately it will be successful, and as it is most desirable to open up 
communication with icmote portions of the Colony of New South Wales, which aie at piesent nearly, if not wholly, 
commercially connected with our sister colonies, wre strongly advise the Government to adopt the scheme, and to commence 
it in about four sections, so as to get it opened throughout as quickly as possible. _

We suggest the route for the line from Broken Hill to the South Australian Border at Cockburn, via tlm Pinnacles 
and Thackarmga, as the mining industry at the Pinnacles requires the aid of a railway to develop it, and a piivate com
pany is also being projected to afford this facility ; and wc would advise the Gov eminent not to grant powers to another 
private company m the distuct.
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The Bill now before Parliament for constructing an extension of the present Silverton tram-line to the River Darling, 
at Menindie, a distance of about 80 miles, regarding which we have been asked to report, is also affected by this scheme. 
We are of opinion it would be unwise to authorize the line, yet it is desuablc that access should be giren with the river 
from Broken Hill; and if the Government decide to make the Wilcannia line, we would advise the rejection of the Bill.

The Seal of the Railway Commissioners of New South Wales was 
affixed hereto tins sixteenth day of July, one thousand eight 
hundred and eighty-mne, m the presence of,—

W. V. It LAD

E. M. G. EDDY,
Chief Commissioner. 

W. M. EEHON,
Commissioner. 

CHARLES OLIVER,
Commissioner.

c.
OrFiciAL Estimate of the Cost of the Peoposed Railway. 

Nyngan to Cobar.—Reused Estimate, 15 July, 1889.
Works—Estimate of Engineer-in-Chicf . . £126,579 0 0
Less fencing portion................................................................. 10,000 0 0

110,519 0 0
Permanent Way material, GO-lb. lails—84 miles at £600 .. £50,400 0 0
Freight . . . ... . . 13,525 0 0
Loading and unloading, 8,6JO at 2s....................................... . 861 0 0

64,780 0 0
Water supply......................................................... . . . . ... 4,000 0 0
Turntable .............................................................. ... 1,000 0 0
Intel locking ... ....................................................................... . 1,850 0 0

0,850 0 0
Engineering expenses and contingencies.......................................... 19,000 0 0

£207,215 0 0
Average cost per mile, £2,560.

D.
Nyngan to Cob\r Railway.

Book of Reference to accompany Parliamentary Plan.

Name of Count) and Parish
No
on

Plan
Description of Property

State
of

Cultivation

Names of

Oui’cis LCbSCCo Oocupicr*.

County of Cambeligo—
Parish of Lynch. . .. i Gieat Western Kaihvay............... Crown .

2 Road ...........................................
3 Town allotment....................... Nil . .

it 55 *.......... 4 5 5 5 5 ............................ 55 5 5
}• 55 ....... 5 55 *5 ......................... 55 .......... 55 ♦

6 5 5 5 5 ...................... tt ....... • 5 5
7 Road ............................................. 55 •
8 Town allotment........................... Nil . . ..

J» 55 • • 9 5 5 5 5 ....... * ** 55
10 5 5 5 5 •• • * * * 5 5 • • • 5 5

55 55 • * 11 5 5 5 5 .......... * • * ,, ,,
12

Road . ...
5 5 55

13
14 Ciown land ........... Nil .. .. Chapman L ios , No. 1,

West Bogin.
14c ,, ... j
Id 55 ..... •

Water resen c ....
5 5 • •

15a 55 •* Crow n.
16 Mam road ... . .

55 55 •• • 17 Water reset vc; tiavelhng stock Nil . . . 55 * 5 5
reset \e.

55 55 • • •♦
Parish of Mandelta ..

IS Travelling stock reserve . .
19 55 • •

5 5 5 5 • 20 55 55 ....... *••
Mam road ..........................................

5 5* • 55
5 5 5 5 # ■

Parish of Gilgai..........
21
22 Tiavelhng stock reserve ............ 5 5 • • •

5 5 5 5 ............. 23 Camping reserve ............................... 55 • • • • it

23a
24 5 5 • • • •

55 55 ............. 25 5 5 5 5 ............ 5 5 ♦ • tt • ,,
Parish of Whilbarrow 26 Main road .............................................

27 Nil ..........
28 Water reserve........................................
29 Travelling stock reserve ............... 5 5 •
30 55 55 ..... ,, . . . 55
30a Camping reserve ............. 55 ...... 5 5 •

55 55 •• 31 5 5 5 5 .................................. 55 ••• 55 • 55
31a Travelling stock reserve . . . 5 5 * 55

55 55 •• 32 55 55 .... .5 • • 5 5 ,,
Pansh of JJoree ........ 33 55 55 ♦ • 5 5 • * 5 5 ♦ ,,

34 55 55 .................. 5 5 • • • 5 5 ,,
35 Camping resen e . .... 5 5 • 3 5 •
35a Travelling stock resene . . . 55 ■

* 5 5 5 ..........
Parish of Badgery

36 5 5 ... 55
37 55 55 ...... 55 .... 55

5 5 5 5 • •
Pansh of Youngee .

37a 55 .......... 55 ••
38 55 ••

Joseph
5 5

Unoccupied.39 Conditional pm chase ....................... ,, ........
Wright.

40 Camping reserve.................................... Ciown .. Crown
fi a •• 41 Mam road ............................................. it • it
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Name o! County and Parish.
No..
on

Plan.
Description of Property.

State
of

Cultivation.

Nil ...........
M 31 >>

•*1
Nil ..........

”
JJ .

Nil ..........

Nil .........

Partly cul
tivated.

Forfeited conditional purchase ...

Nil ..........

Nil .........

Nil ..........

Nil ..........

J 1
33 33 .............

33 33 ..............

55

Names of

Owners. Lessees. Occupiers.

County of Cambeligo— 
Parish of Youngee

J) J 5
Parish of Geweroo.. 

>> ?> •*
>> >i "

a >> * •
J 3 ••

3 3 3 3 • •

3 3 3 3 • •

33 33 ••

3 3 3 3 • •
Parish of Florida .. 

Comity of Robinson— 
Parish of Lambrigg

>3 3 3 •

Parish of Cohn ..
33 33. •'

3 3^ 33 ••
Parish of Yanda..

3 3 ' • •

33 ••

3 3 • •
of Nyngan 

of Linton
33.

of Weltie 
of Cobar ..

Parish
33 •

Parish

Parish
Parish

42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53

54
55 
50

57
58
59

59a
60 
61 
61a 
62
63
64
65
66
67
68 
68a
69
70
71
72
73
74 
74a
75
76 
76a
77
78 
78a
79
80 
81 
82

Crown

William 
Alison. 

Crown ..
33 • •

John 
Allen. 

Crown ..

Great

Crown 
Great

33
Crown

W. C. Langt

Crown.

ree, Florida. 
Crown.

Alison & So 

Alison & Sons

Alison & So

Alison & Sons

Cobar Mining

Cobar Mining

ns, Meryula. 
William 

Alison.
Alison & Sons. 
Crown..
John Allen.

Crown.

ns, Meryula.
33 « '

Crown..

Alison & Sons.
33

Crown.
33

33
Company.

Crown.
Company.

Crown.

7 September, 1885.
JOHN WHITTON,

Engineer.

4
V

3-
V
J.
.

4'
»

E.
Information Regarding Distances.

Department of Public Works, Railway Branch, Engineer-in-Chief’s Office, Sydney, 29. October, 1889.
In compliance with the request contained in your letter of the 11th instant I forward herewith details of the various 
distances asked for.

Application has been made to the Railway Department for information regarding approximate cost of fares between 
Brisbane and Adelaide by the AVerris Creek, Dubbo, and Nyngan route and also by the present route via Melbourne. 
This, together with similar information regarding goods rates, will be sent you as soon as received.

W. H. QUODLING,
The Secretary, Parliamentary Standing Committee, Public Works. Secretary.

Distance Sydney to Adelaide via Melbourne by existing lines of Railway, .1,085^ miles :—
rm eh.

Sydnejr to Albury...............................................................................................................................  386 0
Albury to Wodonga ................................................. '................................................ ........................ 3 40
AVodonga to Melbourne .................................................................................................................... 187 0

' Melbourne to Servieeton ....................... ;.......................................................................................... 312 60
Serviceton to Adelaide ................................................................................................................. 196 0

Distance Sydney to Adelaide via Nyngan, Cobar, and AVilcannia, 1,063 miles 70 chains :— '
m. ch.

Sydney to Nyngan .............................................................................................................................  377 0
Nyngan to Cobar, 81 miles 50 chains 1 mile 10 chains of existing line ...................................... 81 50
Cobar to AVilcannia ........................................................................................................................... 156 40
AVileannia to Silverton............................................................................... ....................................... 135 0
Silverton to Cockburn .......................................................................................'...................... ........ . 20 0
Cockburn to Adelaide ....................... ........................................... ,............  ..................... ............. 298 60

Distance Sydney to Adelaide via Hay and Wentworth, 880 miles :—
m. ch.

Sydney to Hay ................................................................................................................................... 454 0
Hay to South Australian border, by scale .......................... '..................... ................................... 243 0
South Australian Border to Morgan ................................................................................................ 78 20
Morgan to Adelaide ........................................................................................................................... 104 60

■■ .■ 880 miles.
Distanee

if

*
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Distance Sydi ey to Adelaide vta Menindie and Silveiton, 1,0622 miles :—

S> dney to Hay.........................................................................................................
Hay to Menindie ......................... . . . ...........................
Menindie to Silverton............................................. .......................................
Sih erton to Cockburn ... .... .... ....
Cockburn to Adelaide ............................................................................... .

Distance Sydney to Adelaide via Forbes, Menindee, and Silverton, 1,C04J miles :—

Sydney to Forbes.............................................................. .........................
Forbes to Menindee ............................................................................ ..........
Menindie to Silverton.................................................... ...........................
Silverton to Cockburn............................................................................................
Cockburn to Adelaide ...............................................................................................

Distance Wallangarra to Werris Creek Station, 236 miles.
Distance Wallangarra to the junction of Wen is Creek to Dubbo trial line, 240J miles. 
Distance Werris Creek Station to Dubbo, including miles of existing line, 154 miles. 
Distanee Werris Creek to Dubbo from junction of trial survey, 149-j miles.
Distance Musclebrook to Dubbo na Cassihs, 161 miles :—

Musclebrook to Cassilis ...................................... .................................................
Cassihs to Dubbo ......................................................................................................

Distance Werris Creek to Nyngan via Dubbo, 253 miles

Werris Station to Dubbo, including 4J miles of existing line.......................
Dubbo to Nyngan......................................................................................................

m. ch.
454 0 
210 0 

80 0 
20 0 

298 00
--------  1,0622 miles,

ni. ch.
266 0 
340 0 
80 0 
20 0 

298 60
---------- 1,0042 miles.

m. ch.
77 0 
84 0

---------161 inilea.

m. ch.
154 0 

99 0
-------- 253 miles.

Distance Werris Creek to Nyngan via Wellington, 279J miles

Werris Creek Station to junction of trial survey with Great Western Kail way, 1| mile north
of Wellington...................................................................... . . . .

Wellington Station to Nyngan Station . ...................................................................................

Distance Werris Creek to Nyngan (by scale, direct route), 200 miles.
Distance Wallangarra to South Australia via Sydney by existing lines of railway, 1,379£ miles .—

Wallangarra to Sydney. ... ... . . . . .
Sydney to Albury .................. . . .
Albury to Wodonga . . ............... . ...................
Wodonga to Melbourne . . . . .................... .............................
Melbourne to Serviceton .... .............................. ......................................

m. ch.

150 40 
129 0

■ 2791 miles.

m.
490
3SG

3
187

ch.
0
0

40
0

312 60

Serviceton to Adelaide, 196 miles, which, added to 1,3792 miles, gives a distance of 1,5752 
miles from Wallangaira to Adelaide via Sydney and Melbourne.

Distance Wallangarra to the South Australian Bordei ua Weins Creek, Dubbo, and Nyngan, 882 miles 10 chains :
m. ch

Wallangarra to junction of Werris Creek to Dubbo trial line ... . 240 40
Werris Creek junction of trial smvey to Dubbo 149 40
Dubbo to Nyngan . . . . 99 0
Nyngan to Cobar, 81 miles 50 chains, includes 1 mile 10 chains existing line . 81 50
Cobar to Wilcannia 156 40
Wilcannia to Silverton . . ............................... ..... . . 135 0
Silverton to Cockburn . .... 20 0

1,3792 miles.

Cockburn to Adelaide, 2982 miles, added to SS2J miles, gives a distance of 1 ISO miles 
70 chains from Wallangaira to Adelaide via Werris Creek, Dubbo, Nyngan, Wilcannia, 
and Silveiton.

-882 in. 10 ch.

Brisbane to Wallangarra . ... .
Wallangarra to junction of Werris Creek to Dubbo trial line .................
Junction at Werris Creek to Dubbo ... .
Junction at Dubbo to Nyngan
Nyngan to Cobar, 81 miles 50 chains, includes 1 mile 10 chains of existing line
Cobar to Wilcannia ... . ...................... .
Wilcannia to Silverton . . . . . .
Silverton to Cockburn ... ......
Cockbuin to Adelaide . ......................... . .. ...................

m. ch. m. ch.
232 0 232 0
240 407
149 40 1
101

81
°! 

50 j 864 10
158 40 |
135 0J
20

298
0) 

60 ) 318 60

1,414 70

miles. miles
Brisbane to Murwillumbah via Southport ...................... ............. ............................... 60
Murvullumbah to Casino....................... . . . .... . .............................. SI
Casino to Tenterfield ............................................................ .......................... 87

— 22S
Tenterfield to Werris Creek . ............ . . .. 225
Werris Creek to Dubbo....................................................................... 154
Dubbo to Nyngan.................... ............................................ ....... 99
Nyngan to Silverton .. . ................. .. . . . 373
Silverton to Adelaide................................. ....................... 319

Total 1,398

Brisbane to Adelaide via Warwick, Tentoi field, &c , 16 miles longer . 
Brisbane to Adelaide via Warwick, Sydney, and Melbourne, present route

1,414
1,808

13 November, 1889. H. DEANE.



PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

RAILWAY FROM NYNGAN TO COBAR.

REPORT.

The Sectional Committee appointed to inspect and take evidence in reference to the 
above proposed railway, beg to report that five of their number visited the district 
through which the survey for the line has been made, traversed its route, examined 
witnessess, and obtained information generally in regard to the project. In con
sidering the matter the Committee have had regard to the fact that the Minister for 
Works, in submitting this question to the full Committee, represented the Nyngan- 
to Cobar Railway as being directly connected with the project to carry the line 
further on to Broken Hill and the South Australian border, and, with that end in 
view, the Sectional Committee have conducted their inquiry, and submit the follow
ing Report;— '

The Sectional Committee left Redfern Railway Station by the 8 p.m. train on 
October 3rd, and arrived at Nyngan at ll-30 a.m. on October 4th. The Committee 
met at the Court-house, Nyngan, the same day, when the following witnesses were 
examined:—J. Prince (Forwarding and General Agent) and A. Adams (Road 
Superintendent). '

On the following day the Committee resumed their sittings, when A. J. 
Rowling (Stationmaster, Nyngan), T. Barrett (Hotelkeeper), P. Lynch (Forwarding 
Agent), A. T. Bleatley (Storekeeper), T. H. Rowe (Chairman of Progress Committee),
R. T. Clay (Postmaster), A. Mackellar (Manager of Commercial Bank), S. F. K. 
Lane (Manager of A.J.S. Bank), A. Lyne (Grazier), W. Jurd (Public School 
Teacher), J. G. Kean (Forwarding Agent), J. Harris (Storekeeper), and H. Brown- 
low (Storekeeper), were examined. These witnesses gave evidence as to the amount 
of trade done at Nyngan and surrounding district, the character of the soil and its 
capabilities, the amount of stock in the district, the population, the trade transacted 
between Nyngan and Cobar, and also as to the probable results to be obtained from 
the construction of the proposed railway. The majority of the witnesses examined 
expressed their opinion that the construction of the railway was desirable as tending . 
to promote settlement and improve the trade of the district. One or two witnesses 
were hostile, on the ground that the railway, if extended, would injure the trade of 
N yngan.

On Sunday, October 6th, the Committee (with the exception of the Hon. Dr. 
Garran, M.L.C., who returned to Sydney) started for Cobar; and as heavy rain had 
fallen, they had the opportunity of seeing the condition of the road in wet weather, 
with the result that they were only able to cover a distance of 27 miles, by con
tinuous travelling, from HblS a.m. to 5 p.m., when Hermitage Plains Hotel was 
reached. The evidence of H. F. Hall was taken, and he was strongly in favour of 
the railway. Hall’s evidence is important as showing that he had prospered in the 
district upon a small holding, his property proving that the soil was very suitable for 
the growth of wheat and barley, his average crop being 18 bushels to the acre. He 
also stated that the district was very suitable for sheep raising; and that, in the 
drought, his loss was very trifling; and that want of better communication was his 
greatest drawback. At this place the Committee inspected a fine crop of wheat of 
over 30 acres, averaging fully 30 bushels to the acre.
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On Monday, October 7th, the Committee continned their journey towards 
Cohar, arriving at Muriel Tank at 11 a.m., when the evidence of F. Malarky, the 
lessee, was taken as to the stock that watered at the tank, and the general traffic 
passing by. The Committee proceeded onwards, and reached Budd’s Hotel at 
IMS p.m., when the evidence of the proprietor, W. Budd, and of H. Sutherland was 
taken. At this place the Committee.inspected a most luxuriant garden, in which 
fruits, flowers, vegetables, and wheat were growing. Mr. Budd stated that, he 
generally got three crops out of four; his residence is in the Western Division, 
which commences about two miles nearer Nyngan than Budd’s.

After leaving this place the Committee proceeded to Cohar, which they 
reached at 10 p.m.

On Tuesday, October 8th, the Committee met at the Court-house, Cohar, 
when they took the the evidence of W. J. Hogan (the Mayor), F. Mackell (P.M. 
and Mining Registrar), D. H. Penhall (Mining Agent), Stewart (Stock Inspector), 
Peter Andrew (Butcher and Farmer), M. O’Neill (Publican and Farmer), C. M. 
Stewart (C.E.), J. Cotton, and A. Adams (Boad Superintendent). . .

On Wednesday, October 9th, the Committee resumed their sitting at the 
Court-house, when the evidence of E. James (Storekeeper), H. J. Cornish (Hotel
keeper), H. Simpson (Manager of A. J. S. Bank), J. G. Lee (Public School Teacher),
S. A. Fox (Manager of the Commercial Bank), L. Corbett (Labourer), H. Lewis 
(Auctioneer), T. Duffy (Storekeeper), and C. B. Ferguson, (Builder), was taken; 
and Cotton, Hogan, and Lewis were recalled. Later in the day the evidence of H. 
J. Holsten (Carrier), was taken at the Commercial Hotel, and D. B. Kinaine (Post
master), gave particulars as to postal business. On the same day the Committee 
visited the various gold-mines at Cohar, taking the evidence of Bohert Jackson 
(Manager of the Chesney Cohar Gold-mining Company). They then inspected the 
large surface works of the Cohar Copper-mining Company, which at the present 
time are idle. The Committee visited several cultivation holdings, where the 
crops, vegetables, &c., were of the most luxuriant character. In one instance the 
oats measured 6 ft. 11 in. in height. Many acres were planted with lucerne, which 
was fully 3 ft. high; and all this without irrigation.

On Thursday, October 10th, the Committee started at 9 a.m. en route for 
Wilcannia, traversing part of the proposed railway line, and passing through 
splendid country included in Meryula and Bulgoo Buns, and reaching the Double 
Gates Hotel, situated on the latter run, 28 miles from Cohar, at midday. Here the 
Committee examined Mr. A. Fulton (Manager of the Station), as to the character 
of the country; and a noticeable feature of his evidence is the admission that fully 
one-half of the run was suitable for agricultural purposes. H. W. David (Store
keeper on Bulgoo Station), and E. Sallaway (Hotelkeeper), likewise gave evidence. 
Here also a splendid crop of wheat was inspected, and garden produce was also 
found to he thriving. Journeying onwards the Committee passed through Messrs. 
Frews and Macpherson’s runs, and arrived at Sandy Creek Hotel, 42 miles from 
Cohar, about dusk. In the evening the evidence of E. W. Meredith (Hotelkeeper), 
and of John Cameron (Manager of Marfield Station), was taken; and the latter 
gentleman also stated that half his run was suitable for agricultural purposes. On 
Friday, October 11th, the Committee left early, and reached Horan’s Belarabonn 
Hotel, Paddington Station, about 72 miles from Cohar, at midday, and Holan’s 
evidence was taken. Here again an excellent crop was growing. Passing onwards 
the Committee visited the wool-scouring operations on Paddington Station, owned 
by Macpherson & Co., which is a holding of eight and a half 10-mile blocks. Wool- 
scouring is here carried on for this and other stations. Mr. Macpherson’s evidence 
was taken, and he admitted that he did no scrubbing whatever on the run, and that 
the scrub was rapidly growing and spoiling the grass, also that the rabbits were very 
troublesome. Proceeding, the Committee arrived at Thermungya Hotel, on 
Nekarboo Bun, at 6-30 p.m., 88 miles from Cobar. At 7 a.m. the next day the 
Committee examined the proprietor, J. Tomlinson (Hotelkeeper), and Sydney 
Walker (part owner of Nekarboo Bun). It may be here noticed that it was shown 
that wool is being taken from this district to Hay and shipped down the Murrum- 
bidgee for Echuca or Port Victor. Leaving this place the Committee proceeded 
through Fulham Bun, which they reached at 12-15, and examined the proprietor,
C. J. Moule. The wool on Fulham Station is shipped at Wilcannia for Adelaide. 
Here also a fine crop of wheat was inspected, and Mr.. Moule stated that the land
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'had not even been ploughed, only harrowed. Leaving here, the Committee arrived 
at Kew Station, 145 miles from Cohar, at 6'30 p.m. This is a run embracing one 
10-mile block, and it was noticeable that the herbage was the best the Committee 
had seen. Mr. Turner (the owner) was examined, and he seems to have improved 
his run in many ways and to great advantage, the whole being fenced with rabbit- 
proof fencing, splendid tanks having been constructed, and storage of grass in silos 
having been effected.

On Sunday, October 13th, the Committee started on their journey, and the 
road was so bad that from 10 p.m. to 7 p.m. only 24 miles were travelled, and the 
Committee camped out for the night at the tanks on Cultowa Runs.

At daybreak on Monday, October 14th, the Committee started again, passing 
through Cultowa and Murtee Runs, having lunched at Murtee at 12 noon, where 
the statement of H. Roach, the hutkeeper, was taken. At this place a capital well 
had been sunk, with good and permanent water. Along the whole route, and 
especially after leaving Cobar, the Committee noticed the luxuriant growth of grass 
and herbage; but here—about 20 miles from Wilcannia—the character of the 
country changed, and the soil, instead of having that red, loamy, rich appearance, was 
more of a grey marl character, and seemed very poor. After leaving the hutkeeper’s, 
the Committee crossed the Tallywalka, an ana-branch of the Darling, and passed 
through a lignum swamp and along very flat country until they reached the Darling 
at Murtee Homestead, driving along its banks, and crossing at Wilcannia at 4 p.m. 
The Committee then interviewed the Mayor, and made arrangements for taking 
evidence next morning, viz., Tuesday, October 15th, when they met at the Court
house, and examined O. C. Macdougall (the Mayor), M. J. Darey (Customs), J. R. 
Holding (Postmaster), H. W. Jackson (Coach Agent, and Editor of the Western 
Grazier), G. H. Doake (Storekeeper and Eorwarding Agent), J. C. Tully (Inspector 
of Stock), and H. E. T. Bode (Railway Surveyor), after which they adjourned until 
the following day, October 16th, when W. T. Corney (Merchant and Eorwarding 
Agent), E. T. Ottaway (Merchant and Eorwarding Agent), E. Lang (Land Agent), 
J. M. Burns (Dealer), T. Byrne (Publican), J. Booth (Grazier, of Cultowa), 
E. O’Donnell (Agent), A. W. R. Pratt (C.P.S.), and R. Ashworth (Public School 
Teacher), were examined, and Tully and Holding were recalled.

The evidence taken at this place was of a very important character, as 
showing that Wilcannia is the centre of a very large district. An immense amount 
of trade is done here, and special attention is directed to the detailed evidence on 
this head, one witness (W. T. Corney) stating his belief that it would be within the 
mark to estimate the freight inwards and outwards at £80,000, and other witnesses 
giving confirmatory evidence. The following figures, showing the inward and 
outward trade don e at Wentworth, where the Customs returns are kept, were 
supplied by the Collector there:—Inwards: Eor year 1886, 176 vessels, 26,066 
tons; value, £191,393. Eor 1887, 218 vessels, 36,170 tons; value, £283,387. Eor 
1888, 170 vessels, 23,958 tons; value £149,214. Eor 1889, to 16th October, 1889, 
81 vessels, 15,611 tons; value £76,490. Outwards: Eor 1886, 164 vessels, 26,552 
tons; value, £1,015,631. Eor 1887, 222 vessels, 26,552 tons; value, £1,098,543. 
Eor 1888, 173 vessels, 22,718 tons; value, £133,764. Erom 1st January to 16th 
October, 1889, 241 vessels, 22,264 tons; value, £581,600. The low figures for last 
year were owing to a low river.

Wilcannia is also the centre of the trade for the Paroo, Mount Browne, and 
the south-west corner of Queensland. Evidence was also given here as to the terrible 
loss of sheep during the last drought. The actual loss was stated by the Stock 
Inspector at 1,000,000 sheep, and an indirect loss of 750,000 through there being no 
increase, and it was stated that had a railway existed during the drought 500,000 
sheep could have been sent away and saved. Evidence was forthcoming as to the 
inconvenience and uncertainty of the river transit, and the varying and occasionally 
exorbitant rates of carriage.O ,

The Committee left Wilcannia at 9T5 a.m. on 17th October, and passed 
through Netley and Winterega Runs, via Caulker’s Wells, arriving at Glenlyon 
Station, 60 miles from Wilcannia, at 2 a.m. on 18th October. Changing to the 
mail-coach, the Committee at once resumed their journey, reaching Burke’s Cave, still 
part of Glenlyon Run, at 7-15 a.m. Journeying onwards they crossed Yancowinna 
Creek, on Topar Run, at 1 p.m., passing through Kinchega Run, and reaching the 
“Gorge,” on Stevens’ Creek, 17 miles from Broken Hill, at 8 p.m.; thence to 
Broken Hill, which they reached at 11 p m., where the Committee were rejoined by 
the Hon. Dr. Garran, M.L.C. . On
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On. Saturday, 19th October, the Committee met at the Council Chamber, 
Broken Hill, at 30 a.m., when they examined the Mayor (Z. Lane), C. Chappie, 
(Carrying Agent), L. Wickham (Government Surveyor) and T. B. Birth (Government 
Engineer). On the same day the Committee inspected the Broken Hill Proprietary 
Company’s works, and descended Block 11, examining the vast extent of the mine.

llesuming their inquiries on Monday, 21st October, the Committee examined 
John Bristowe (Accountant of the Broken Hill Proprietary Mine), P. H. Clark 
(British Blocks Co.), A. Stenhouse (Timber Healer), T. Coombe (Timber Dealer), 
W. J. Hanna (Road Superintendent), C. E. Hogg (C.E.), J. Nolan (Prospector), 
E. Jolly (Mining Manager, Junction Co.), E. J. Odling (Mining Manager, Pinnacles 
Co.), E. Hornsby (Timber Merchant), and J. Stubbs (Manager of the Bank of 
Australasia).

On Tuesday, 22nd October, the evidence of Chas. Eley (Traffic Manager to 
the Silverton Tramway Co.),-W. W. Harper (Mining Manager to the Broken Hill 
Proprietary Co.), O. Maddox (Customs Officer), T. M. M£Kenzie (Storekeeper, 
Menindie), R. Scobie, W. M. Wetherall (Postmaster), E. Whysall (Telegraph 
Master), R. M. Gibson (Mining Registrar), and E. E. Randle (Produce Merchant) 
was taken. ‘

On Wednesday, 23rd October, the Committee again met at the Council 
Chamber, when the evidence of J. Logan, as to deep-boring operations at Brisbane 
Blocks, was taken; this being to the effect that silver ore had been discovered at a 
depth of 1,600 and odd feet.

The Committee left Broken Hill at 11T5 a.m. on the same day, reaching 
Silverton at 12'45 p.m. Here, evidence was taken at the Municipal Chambers, and 
the following witnesses were examined:—H. Brown (the Mayor), U. Dudley 
(Manager of the Umberumberka Mine), C. Ring, (Manager of the Elux Company), 
E. Spence (Station-master, Silverton Tramway Company), J. J. Collier (Manager of 
Iron-mine), A. H. Gibson (Carrying Agent), R. Mooney (Sub-Collector of Customs), 
J. E. Williams (Mining Registrar), and J. Saunders (C.P.S.)

Two members of the Committee (Messrs. Garran and Copeland) here visited 
the Umberumberka and Thackaringa Mines, obtaining information as to those mines, 
and rejoining the Committee at Cockburn.

The Committee left Silverton at 10 p.m. for Adelaide, which place they 
reached at P15 p.m. on Thursday, 24th October, and they at once interviewed the 
South Australian Railway Commissioners, and valuable information was elicited as 
to railway construction and traffic generally. Adelaide was left at 3-30 p.m. on the 
same day, and Melbourne was reached at 10 a.m. on Eriday, 25th October. On the 
following day the Committee had an interview with Mr. Speight, Chairman of the 
Victorian Railway Commissioners, in reference to branch railways and agricultural 
lines, grades, &c.

The Committee left for Sydney at the earliest opportunity, namely, by express 
train, on Monday, 28th October, reaching Sydney about midday on Tuesday, 29th 
October.

Summary and Conclusions.
Erom the voluminous evidence taken, and personal observation, the Com

mittee arrive at the following conclusions:—
The country traversed between Nyngan and Broken Hill is in no way adapted 

for road-making, being of a red, loamy, or rotten nature, especially difficult for 
horse or wheel traffic in wet weather; and it seems apparent that if satisfactory 
communication is to he opened up and maintained between these points it must be 
by means of a railway.

The Committee have been very much impressed by the rich character of the 
soil over the greater portion of the route which they traversed. They found this to 
be of a rich, chocolate, loamy nature, and admirably suited for agricultural purposes, 
a very noticeable feature being that wherever agriculture has been undertaken, this 
year, it has been a very marked success, and the crops, fruits, and vegetables reared, 
have been of a most luxuriant character. The evidence taken tended to show that 
an average of three out of four crops could be obtained. The country along the 
greater portion of the route is well suited for small holdings, combining agriculture 
with grazing. The smaller pastoral holdings appear to be the best managed, and 
more under control, and consequently suffer less loss from drought or rabbits.

Erom a mining point of view the projected line to Broken Hill traverses some 
very promising fields. Although the Copper-mine at Cobar is closed at present, that

. at
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at Nymagee is still working, and a new one has been discovered at New Burra Burra, 
near Cobar, which gives evidence of great richness. There are also several promising 
gold-mines in the Cobar district, some of which are being actively worked. A railway 
line to Wilcannia would serve what is considered to be a very valuable mineral dis
trict known as the Mount Browne District, where 700 miners are already located. 
Broken Hill, which is the mining centre of the Australasian Colonies at the present 
time, appears to be marvellously rich in silver and other minerals. It has a population 
now, of 16,000 and will probably double that number, at the present rate of progress, 
in a few years. There is every evidence that the mines here are of a permanent 
character, one mine alone, the Broken Hill Proprietary having an enormous output, 
that for the week ending 1st August last being 3,179 tons, yielding 455 tons bullion, 
and many of the other mines showing large outputs and extensive future workings. 
The evidence of the various witnesses as to actual trade done in imports and exports 
is truly astonishing, and special attention is drawn thereto, and as evidencing the 
very large amount of traffic to this place, a perusal of the South Australian Hailway 
Beport for 1887-8 shows that nearly one-seventh of the entire railway revenue of 
that colony for that period was derived from Broken Hill. Two large goods trains, 
one mixed train and one passenger train, are stated to go daily to and from Broken 
Hill.

The Committee found Broken Hill to be a well-established Municipality, in 
which many substantial buildings of brick and stone are to he found. The hotels 
would do credit to any first class city. The streets are metalled, well laid out, and 
planted with trees; the population, apparently, thriving and sober.

The sanitary arrangements at Broken Hill have, since its incorporation, been 
greatly improved, and steps are being taken to give the place a good supply of water. 
A striking feature of Broken Hill is the fact that the business of the local postal 
and telegraph office is second only to Sydney, and is double that of Newcastle. The 
amount already received by the Government from land sold at Broken Hill is 
£27,425 ; the revenue from miners’ leases and miners’ rights from September, 1887, 
to September, 1889, was £9,362. A very large amount has yet to he received from 
land.

The town of Silverton is substantially built and well laid out, and its future 
advancement depends mainly upon the successful development of its mines.

A railway line from Nyngan to Cobar, and thence by Wilcannia to Broken 
Hill, would go through one of the largest pastoral districts in the colony, as evidenced 
by the amount of sheep in the Wilcannia district, which is stated by the Stock 
Inspector to be 3,000,000. In good seasons there is abundance of grass for feed, 
and in dry seasons salt-bush and edible shrubs and herbage have been found in the 
past to sustain the stock. The principal losses would probably be through want of 
water. This difficulty to a great extent could he minimized by the construction of 
dams and the sinking of wells. Evidence was forthcoming that some of the tanks, 
wells, and dams which had been constructed, had never been known to give out. The 
Committee took evidence at various points as to the rainfall, and the following were 
found to be the figures recorded at some of the places where gauges were kept:—

Cotar ... .
Paddington Station 
Nekarboo Station . 
Kew Station . 
Wilcannia ... .

Broken Hill .

For 1887—
19'11 inches. 
24-0 „
25' „
25'77 „
21-99 „

No record.

For 1888— 
9'08 inches. 
7-0 „
4-2 „
4-29 „
3-22 „

May to December :
1"77 inches.

To October, 1889
16-24 inches.
15- 39 „

13-0 „
16- 10 „
10-60 „

15-95 „
The rainfall for this year is high, consequently the country presents an 

appearance of special luxuriance.
All along the route the witnesses testified to the immense benefits which 

would result to the land from irrigation. In certain districts it has been tried in a 
small way with marked success. The land on either side of the Darling, for a con
siderable distance from Wilcannia, could easily be irrigated from the river, and 
rendered permanently productive. The locking of the river would throw the water 
back into the creeks and ana-hranches to distances of from 20 to 50 miles.

The Committee ascertained that throughout the whole route from Nyngan to 
Cohar, and thence to Broken Hill, ballast for railway purposes was easily procurable, 
and admirable building stone can be obtained both at Cobar and Wilcannia, and it 
was also ascertained that no timber, in any quantity, could be obtained for railway 
purposes along the line. Prospects
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. Prospects op Traffic.
' One of the chief features of the enquiry has heen to ascertain the prospects
of traffic if a line were constructed. At the outset the evidence tended to show that 
between Nyngan and Cobar the amount of business to he done would not exceed 
£15,000 per annum, and the statement of Government officials and residents of 
Cohar (see the Mayor’s evidence) seem to agree as to the probable trade. To this 
must be added the traffic from Nymagee and its mines, which would strike the line 
about 30 miles from Nyngan, and the probable further traffic from the new Burra 
Burra mine, about 60 miles from Nyngan. Between Cohar and Wilcannia a pastoral 
traffic only could at present he relied upon, much of which is now going to Victoria 
and South Australia, via Hay, and the rivers. In the event, however, of this land 
being settled by small holders, a considerable traffic will, no doubt, arise. At 
Wilcannia, which appears to he an important centre of river and hack block trade, 
a very large traffic may he relied upon. The line would probably operate here, as 
it is stated to have done at Bourke, to intercept a large trade which is now going by 
river to South Australia and Victoria. It would also command the Paroo, Mount 
Browne, and South-western Queensland trade. Between Wilcannia and Broken 
Hill, there are hut three or four pastoral holdings, the trade from which is likely to 
he only trifling. It is probable, however, that a considerable trade in fat stock 
would he done along this line by stations en route, sending their sheep and cattle to 
Broken Hill for slaughter. The amount of traffic likely to he derived from Broken 
Hill is difficult to calculate, hut it will be chiefly derivable from the carriage of 
coke, coal, timber, lime and ironstone, fluxes, ores, bullion, wool, fodder, building 
material, and general merchandise, the total tonnage of which, according to the 
statement of the Sub-Collector of Customs at Silverton, amounts to about 2,500 tons 
weekly. '

This traffic is likely to further develop with the increase of population.
The evidence adduced goes to prove that a very large amount of freight is 

earned along the line of route, the amounts for Nyngan to Cobar being stated to he 
about £15,000, and Wilcannia about £80,000, while at Broken Hill and Silverton 
the freight must he enormous, and special reference to the evidence on this point is 
directed. The Committee could not ascertain the amount earned by the Silverton 
Tramway Company as the Station-master stated that the hooks were kept in 
Melbourne, hut that officer’s evidence shows that the business is very extensive and 
remunerative.

In addition to the receipts from the foregoing traffic, it is probable that the 
line would he largely availed of by pastoralists for the removal of starving stock in 
seasons of drought, and also for the conveyance of fodder to stations, thus adding 
further to the receipts of the railway, and increasing its utility to the district.

There is no doubt that the line to Broken Hill, if constructed, would he 
largely availed of by the travelling public, it being the shortest and most direct route 
to the Barrier Ranges from Sydney and the important intervening centres.

Some of the witnesses pointed out that a cross country line from Nyngan to 
Werris Creek, on the northern line, would allow of sheep being sent up in seasons 
of drought from the western plains to the New England country, and would form a 
connecting link between Queensland and South Australia, and would probably 
attract an intercolonial traffic.

Suggestions. ' '
In conclusion the Committee desire to express the following opinions and 

make the following suggestions '
' 1. That, although Cobar has doubtless many claims to a railway, still, looking

. at the probable traffic, it would not be desirable to construct a line from 
Nyngan to Cobar, unless a further extension beyond the last named place 
was contemplated.

2. Tire western portion of the colony, especially Wilcannia and the Broken Hill 
settlement, justifies the construction of a line to the western border via 
Cobar, Wilcannia, and Broken Hill.

The Committee therefore suggest and recommend the construction of the 
line from Nyngan to Cobar, as the first instalment of a through line to Broken Hill, 
for the following reasons :— .

1. That the line would serve the Cobar District. -
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2. Its extension to Wilcannia would tap the trade of the Darling and Mount
Browne, the Paroo trade now centred at Wilcannia, and the trade of the south
western portion of Queensland.

3. Its further extension to Broken Hill would tap the trade of the important
and progressive mining centres of the Barrier Banges.

, 4. The whole would serve as a starving stock line, and it would he a valuable
intercolonial line, should a connection he made between Nyngan and Werris 

, Creek.
5. The line would open up a considerable area of valuable agricultural land,

and be a means of promoting settlement.
6. It would connect with the line between Port Augusta and Port Darwin.

The Committee desire to state, in conclusion, that the line from Nyngan to
Cobar, and its suggested extension to the South Australian border, can be said (as the 
result of personal inspection and from evidence obtained) to present no engineering 
difficulties in the way of construction; also, that from the Committee’s observations 
and from information gathered from the Bailway Commissioners of South Australia 
and Victoria, they are of opinion that it would be inexpedient to construct a line, 
such as the one proposed, without ballast. Although a saving may be effected in 
dispensing with expensive stations, fencing, crossings, platforms, &c., experience in 
the neighbouring colonies has shown that it is false economy to attempt any so- 
called cheap construction of a permanent way.

They consider that the whole line from Nyngan to Broken Hill, if undertaken, 
should be constructed without delay, and that the work should be let in sections, as 
it is apparent that New South Wales is being deprived of a considerable amount of 
its legitimate trade owing to the want of proper and speedy means of transit to the 
Darling Biver and Barrier Banges, and efforts are still being made, and also 
contemplated, to further attach and secure the trade of New South Wales to other 
colonies.

W. J. TBICBETT,
Chairman Sectional Committee, Nyngan to Cobar Bail way.

31st October, 1889. ---------
Memorandum by Dr. Garran.

In two of the main conclusions at which the Sectional Committee has arrived I 
entirely concur. In the first place it is clear, from the evidence, that a railway from 
Nyngan to Cobar taken by itself is not at present justifiable. One train each way 
on alternate days would in a month take the traffic of a year, and the money the 
line would cost could be spent more to the national advantage elsewhere.
■ But there is a justification for immediately constructing a trans-colonial line
to Broken Hill. Under any circumstances the Par West has considerable claims. 
But the sudden development of the mining industry at Broken Hill has precipitated 
the demand and has fixed the immediate point to be reached. Broken Hill is now, 
in respect of population, the second city of New South Wales. It has sprung up 
suddenly within 35 miles of our western border ; it has heen neglected, and it feels 
the slight. It will be a great and growing centre of industry for many years, and it 
ought, for political, as well as commercial reasons, to be linked Avith the capital 
without further delay. Broken Hill is at what appears to be the southern end of a 
mineral belt of country, about 40 miles in breadth, and running north to the Queens
land border, Whether this mineral belt extends southward to the Murray is not yet 
determined, but it has been shown that with the exception of one interval, where the 
soil is sandy on the surface, the mineral indications are traceable all the way to 
Mount Browne. It is the opinion of mining experts that this district will be the 
scene of considerable mining activity, and should paying mines be opened along this 
route a line running northward from some point of the route between Menindie and 
Broken Hill would accommodate the whole of this district. At present the whole 
trade of our north-west goes to Adelaide, and all the prospective trade of that district 
must go there too unless this portion of the colony is connected with the New South 
Wales system. It is not to be supposed that the making of a railway will draw to 
Sydney all the trade that now goes to South Australian ports, for Broken Hill is 
only 334 miles from Adelaide, and only 218 miles from Port Pirie, while it is distant 
670 miles from Sydney by the nearest possible railway route. But there will be a con
siderable passenger traffic and some trade in bullion and general merchandise. It is 
not, however, only the trade with Sydney that has to be considered. It is the possible
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trade with other portions of New South Wales, and especially that portion which 
lies west of the Blue Mountains. The evidence goes to show that there is room for 
a large and profitable business in coal, coke, mining timber, and firewood, and a still 
larger trade in fodder, fruit, and dairy produce. Much that Broken Hill now draws 
from the west it could more conveniently draw from the east, if only transit were 
provided. To provide this transit is the business of the State, which, in this colony, 
has the railway monopoly, and this should he done not only for the sake of Broken 
Hill, hut for the sake of our producers, who are the natural purveyors for the wants 
of Broken Hill. Bor want of a railway we are not only losing trade, hut we are 
keeping down the settlement of our lands and the extension of our agricultural 
industry. The railway, therefore, is a national and an urgent necessity, and should 
he undertaken with the least possible delay.

But when this is recognized, there still remains the question as to the route 
by which Broken Hill should he reached. My colleagues, who traversed the route 
by way of Nyngan and Cobar, have been much impressed' by the richness of the 
country—which they have seen in an exceptionally favourable season—and also with 
the favourable commercial position of Wilcannia as the focus of the trade with the 
mid-Darling, and with the country to the north-west; and to these considerations 
great weight is due. But, if we are to deal with this question as a national one, we 
must look at it comprehensively, and altogether apart from the present importance 
of different townships. Happily the problem is not much complicated by existing 
lines or vested interests. The map of our west is, so far as railways are concerned, 
almost a tabula rasa, and we can deal with it as we please. And on looking at the 
map it will be seen at once that the most direct line from Sydney to Broken Hill is 
through Eorbes. Distance is an important element in the discussion, because one 
object of the proposed line is to capture as much as possible of the trade, and as we 
are already heavily handicapped in respect of distance it would be unwise to increase 
that difficulty by taking an unnecessarily round-about route. According to the list 
of distances furnished by the Public Works Department, the distance from Sydney 
to Broken Hill, via Wilcannia, is 732 miles, while that from Sydney, via Porbes, is 
670 miles, the comparison being 62 miles in favour of the Lachlan route. It is 
indeed argued that the line to Nyngan being already made, it will need less new line 
to start from that point and go through Wilcannia than it will to open out the Lachlan 
route. That is true; but it would require still less new line to reach Broken Hill 
from Hay, via Menindie. Prom Nyngan to Broken Hill is 355 miles, while from 
Hay to the same point is only 271 miles, so that if the length of new line were the 
determining consideration the line to the Barrier should spring from Hay, which 
would give a saving in construction of 81 miles. It will probably be recognized, 
however, that the natural extension of the Hay line is to Wentworth and the Border, 
which would give the shortest through line from Sydney to Adelaide, and that the 
national line to Menindie is via the Lachlan Valley. Moreover, in measuring dis
tances we might fairly take Porbes as a starting point, because a line to that town
ship has been already submitted, and there is great probability of its being approved, 
the main dispute being as to the route by which Porbes shall be approached. Even 
supposing that that line should not be approved, the existing railway system already 
touches the Lachlan at Cowra. Taking that as a starting point, the line from that 
township to Broken Hill would be very easy of construction. Cowra is less than
1,000 feet above the level of the sea, and Broken Hill is about the same altitude. 
The whole of the route between the two is, for railway purposes, practically a level, 
the lowest point being the crossing of the Darling at Menindie. But neither directness 
of route nor facilities for construction constitute the chief recommendation of the 
Lachlan Valley Line. That recommendation from a national point of view is that it 
offers the maximum opportunities for the settlement of an agricultural population 
along nearly the whole length of the line. On the Cobar route water can only be con
served in surface tanks or raised from wells, and the area of land capable of irrigation 
must therefore be limited. Apart from irrigation, cultivation must be precarious. 
But from Cowra to a point below Condobolin the line would go by the side of a running 
stream, which not being a navigable river could be dammed at intervals so as to throw 
the water back up all the tributaries. Prom that point for many miles westward lies 
the Willandra Billabong, whose course is parallel with the railway route, and which 
can also be easily made a line of water storage available for the irrigation of the 
adjacent land. Between the head of this Billabong and the head of a channel 
along which the water of the Darling will naturally flow, is a short distance of
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slightly elevated land. One witness, indeed, asserts that there is no such elevation 
as will prevent a continuous canal from the Lachlan to the Darling, hut this 
statement was made without measurement, and might not be confirmed by actual 
survey. But it is in evidence that without any artificial work the flood water of 
the Darling runs 80 miles back towards the east. This means that all the way 
from Cowra to Menindie the railway may run side by side with an invaluable 
conduit, capable of supplying all the water required for fodder and crops, orchards and 
vineyards. To the westward of Menindie, the Darling runs backward in creeks to 
a distance of more than 15 miles, and as it is only 65 miles from Menindie to Broken 
Hill, there is only a distance of 50 miles between these two points above the elevation 
of naturally running water. At the present time all the fodder for Broken Hill is 
brought a distance of 200 miles and more, from South Australian farms, which are 
dependent on precarious and generally defective rainfall. A great deal of the milk 
supply too is brought a similar distance. By a railway on the route I propose irrigable 
farms could be established within 50 miles of Broken Hill, and from that point east
ward there could be a continuous line of them all the way to Cowra. The importance 
and the profitableness of fodder cultivation has been increased by the recent ex
perience gained with respect to ensilage, proving as this does the ease with which it 
can be made and preserved, and its superiority to hay. The construction of such a 
continuous line of agricultural holdings right through the heart of our colony, from 
the western foot of our Blue Mountains to the eastern foot of the Barrier slope, 
would work a practical revolution in agricultural settlement, and would begin a 
new era for New South Wales. And the market for the fodder raised would be not 
only in the mineral district at the terminus of the line, but would be found in all 
the squattages lying to the north of the Lachlan.

Much of the pastoral trade, too, of Central Biverina which now goes down 
to Hay for shipment by the river would be intercepted by the route described, and 
on this point the evidence of Mr. Harper (the Railway Goods Superintendent) is 
very clear.

So far as coal is concerned, it is true that it has been found some 17 miles 
from Dubbo, and this coal could be conveniently sent to the west by the Cobar 
route, and would be available for the mines in that locality. But too little is 
known at present as to the quantity and quality of this coal to enable us to speak of 
it with any confidence. We are, however, quite sure of the coal of Lithgow and its 
neighbourhood, and this will find a market in the far west as soon as railway transit 
is provided. If the coal proprietors could learn how to make coke equal in quality 
to that imported from England—and it is reasonable to hope that they will—there 
will be a still further market for their produce. The line I suggest, made 
substantially as a trunk line, might cost £5,000 a mile, exclusive of the bridge over 
the Darling, which would cost not less than £60,000—a gross outlay for 470 miles 
of (say) £2,350,000; or, allowing for a margin, £3,000,000. But in this expendi
ture there is nothing to cause alarm, because we have in the land adjacent to the 
line an asset in the shape of unsold land, which, with time allowed, would defray 
the cost of construction. If a reserve were made of a few miles by the side of the 
line, and fairly valued(as railway land, and if the surveyed farms were alienated 
under the “special area” provisions of the Land Act, the instalments of the purchase 
money would, in thirty years, repay the interest and principal.

I give the preference, therefore, to the Lachlan Valley route over that via 
Cohar and Wilcannia ; firstly, because it is the shortest line as between Sydney and 
Broken Hill; secondly, because it makes the best connection with our developed 
western coal-fields; thirdly, because it provides extraordinary facilities for 
establishing a continuous line of agricultural settlement right across the great 
plain; and fourthly, because in the area of unsold land adjacent to the line there is 
a golden opportunity of transmuting that land into railway capital.

If Broken Hill is to be reached by way of Menindie, Cobar will of course be 
left out, but should the copper-mine be reopened, or should the gold-mines be so 
developed as to demand a railway, then a branch line could be made at a profit, or 
the same point could be reached by a line from Condobolin through Nymagee, along 
a route already known to be metalliferous, and this line could be extended to the 
Darling. Such a line if hereafter justified would accommodate the country inter
mediate between the present line to Bourke and the proposed line to Menindie.

ANDREW GARRAN,
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

[TAKElSr BEFORE SECTIOHSr^Ij COIMIMITTEE.]

RAILWAY FROM NYNGAN TO COBAR,

N TNG AN, FRIDAY, 4 OCTOBER, 1889.

33«3£ttt: —
The Hojtoeable WILLIAM JOSEPH TEICKETT (Chairman).

The Hon. Andrew Garran. I James Ebenezf.r Tonkin, Est}.
Henry Copeland, Esq. | Edward William O’Sullivan, Esq.

John Hurley, Esq.

The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Railway from Nyngan to Cohar.

Mr. John Prince, forwarding manager for Great Cohar and Nymagee Copper Mines, sworn, and
examined:—

1. Chairman.'] Are you a resident at Nyngan ? Yes. j_ pr;nce,
2. Are you engaged in business ? Yes; lam a forwarding manager for the Great Cohar and Nymagee Esq. 
Copper-mines.
3. Do you conduct a separate business also ? Yes, as forwarding agent. 4 Oct., 1889.
4. Are you a justice of the peace? Yes.
5. How long have you been resident at Nyngan ? About six years and four months.

What^iSfthe population of Nyngan at "the present time ? Close upon 1,000 at present. Normally it

7. During the time you have been hero has the population increased or decreased ? It has varied every 
year. When IN yngan was the railway terminus the population during the wool season was as high as
I, 500. Of late years, since the railway has gone on to Eourke, it has decreased, and the normal population
is about 8o0. As it is now about the middle of the wool season the population is 1,000. .
8i. Do you know the proposed route of the railway from Nyngan to Cobar? Yes, very well; I have 
been over it.
9. What is the character of the country ? I call it fairly good western country, capable of doing a great
deal more than it is now used for. . *
10. Is it purely pastoral country ? Yes, at present. It is also mineral country.
II. What minerals are obtainable? Copper. We have a new copper mine, which has been worked
about six months, about 48 miles on the road to Cobar. It is called the Burra Burra, and is owned by a 
small company. They have just commenced smelting. .

^ a lar§6 concern ? It is not at present. It is just being developed. It promises to be a very 
good one. Geologically the country seems very favourable for copper and silver.
13- any rival route or other route been mooted for the railway between Nyngan and Cobar? No. .
14. What is the nature of the country between here and Cobar as regards its suitability for constructing 
a railway . It is exceptionally good. Ballast is easily obtainable ; the gradients are very favourable. It 
is one of the most favourable countries for railway construction that could be imagined. Gravel ballast 
can be obtained from the ridges, and stone ballast from the ranges. There are 30,000 or 35,000 tons of 
good slag at the copper mine which would make exceptionally good ballast, and which could be obtained 
at a very small price.
lo. Do you think it would be possible to make the railway without ballast ? I cannot conceive a railway 
being made without ballast of some kind. I know it has been mooted, but I never saw it in my experience.
I®. What is the state of public feeling in Nyngan with regard to this line ? As in most young towns, 
the people are afraid of the trade leaving the town. My own feeling is that perhaps for a time the railway 
would disturb the business of the town, but eventually it would do so much good to the country 
generally, that although I hold a good deal of town property, I would like to see the railway carried out.
17. Would the success of the railway depend a great deal upon the mining industry ? Yes; I am 
speaking of the possibility of the railway opening the country beyond Cobar. There is a valuable tract 
of country without any ^railway communication at all.
18. What is the position of the mining industry? The Great Cobar mine in its prosperous days was 
sending about 3,200 tons of copper per year to this town, and there was, I suppose, about 2,000 tons of 
backloading for the mines and the township. There were about 60,000 tons of fuel required, and some ' 
coal was brought from Dubbo.
19. Is the Great Cobar mine closed at present ? Yes.

^ie reason ? The principal reason is the low price of copper. Another reason is the heavy 
cost ot carriage. When the French copper syndicate raised the price of copper our mine was considerably 

5 (a)—A jn



2 EABLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

72

J. Prince,
Esq.

40cCl889-

in debt; but in a very short time the debt was paid off, and now there are several thousands of pounds 
available for payment of dividend, or for working the mine in the event of the price of copper going up 
again.
21. Can you give us any figures to show what would be the probable revenue derivable from a railway 
between Nyngan and Cobar ? The figures were carefully gone through about five years ago, especially 
in the Railway Department, and as far as I remember it was then reckoned that there would be about 
2,000 tons of goods sent to Cobar per annum, and about 3,200 tons of copper sent down here. Then there 
was a large amount of fuel required, as nearly all the wood around the mining township was used up. The 
company constructed a tramway a considerable number of miles towards Nyngan to carry wood, and that 
was working seven or eight years.
22. Was the fact of all the wood in the neighbourhood of that tramway being consumed one of the reasons 
for discontinuing work at the mine ? Yes ; I have heard from a very good authority, not connected with 
the mine at all, that there is quite twenty years work to be done there—not with a very rich class of ore ; 
but if we had fuel at a reasonable rate it could be worked even at the present low price of copper that is, 
if the fuel was obtainable at the same price as at first.
23. What was the price ? I think 4s. fid. per ton.
24. Do you know anything about the coal chained at Dubbo ? Yes ; we obtained two or three truck
loads for a trial. It was thought to be fairly good coal. _
25. Was it suitable for smelting purposes? Yes; I understand the coal mine at Dubbo was but
just opened, and only partially worked, and the people who sent the coal said that as the mine was 
developed the coal would be very much better. ■ _
26. What is the rate of carriage now between Nyngan and Cobar? £3 15s. per ton. We have paid as 
much as £10, and even £25 per ton within the last twelve months, during the wet weather. The people 
in both the mining townships were almost famishing for food.
27. What time do the teams take to get from Nyngan to Cobar ? Dive days in fine weather, and ten 
weeks in bad wet weather. You can hardly imagine a worse road in wet weather. If the mine had 
continued there must have been a metal road made.
28. When the road is bad has there to be a special contract made with the carriers every time ? Yes. 
Although a union has been established here, it has been made so elastic that when the roads get very bad 
they can charge almost any rate.
29. What are your views as to forming an ordinary road ? It would be very expensive. With regard to 
ordinary roads I have had thirty or thirty-three years experience, and I think it is a very great mistake to 
make such roads in this country. They are not only very difficult to make, but a large amount of money 
has also to be spent annually for maintenance, and they are continually fretting away. A railway seems 
to be the only proper means of communication with a place like Cobar.
30. Is there any possibility of the district being converted into an agricultural district ? I do not think
it will be a great wheat growing district; but I believe that if a fair amount of water could be obtained 
for irrigation, it could grow anything. It is the finest district in Australasia. At my own place I have 
a vine planted only three years ago, and it promises to bear 2 cwt. of grapes this year. _
31. What is the average rainfall here ? It varies very much. During ths last ten or twelve years it has 
gone down as low as a little over 3 inches. About 13 inches is the general average. This year we have 
had already about 18 inches of rain.
32. What was the average during the last two or three years of drought ? Last year, I am told, was one
of the most serious years ever experienced in the district. There was no rain up to the latter end of 
March, 4 or 5 inches then fell in Nyngan, and there was less in other parts of the district. The previous 
year was rather a good year. In 1887, there were 5 inches in February, and continuous rain that supplied 
an immense amount of feed up to June, then the weather dried up. During the whole of 1888 it was 
very dry, and it continued so until March, 1889. These were fifteen months of the driest weather ever 
experienced in the district. That has had a bad effect on the prosperity of the district. _ _
33. Now that the season has been so good, are there evidences already that the prosperity of the district 
will be materially increased ? Yes ; there are strong evidences of it. The people are more hopeful, and 
they are beginning to spend money.
34. I gather from your remarks that you are favourable to the construction of this railway from Nyngan 
to Cobar ? Yes ; I represent a Company that want it very badly. Although I believe that for a time it 
would do me an immense deal of harm, eventually the country would be very much benefitted by it. _
35. An officer of the Government, Mr. Harper, estimated that the revenue for this railway would be in 
round numbers, £12,000 a year. That was in the beginning of 1888. Can you say whether or not it is a 
fair estimate ? I know that at the Board meetings of my Company, we thought he had very much under
estimated the traffic for the purpose—so it was said—of blocking the railway. I myself saw Messrs. Harper 
and Kirkcaldie, and they were very unfavourable to the railway. They said to me, “ Suppose you had the 
money, would you build the railway yourself” ? I replied, “ Certainly not as a commercial matter if it 
was offered to me; but I think from a national standpoint it should be done at once.” They seemed to 
be under the impression that if the railway was constructed to Cobar and through to 'Wilcannia, a large 
amount of wool would drift into South Australia and do the railway great harm ; but I pointed out 
that the river was so seldom available, and was so desperately unreliable that if people established 
commercial relations with Sydney, there was no doubt that that city would derive the benefit of the traffic.
36. If Mr. Harper states that the revenue would be £12,000 a year;—do you think that is an under
estimate? It is very greatly under-estimated, I think.
37. That is for the traffic between the two places merely ? Yes.
38. Have you considered the question of this railway being extended beyond Cobar? Yes.
39. What are your views on that subject ? I have made some inquiries with respect to the construction 
of this line to the west from other points, and I have come to the conclusion that the extension from 
Cobar would be by far the most favourable, and that it would be more easily constructed than any other. 
The country is very favourable for railway construction, and the railway would reach Wilcannia within a 
distance of 175 miles. Its further extension to the silver country would be a very great national good.
40. Do you think it would have the effect of bringing traffic from Wilcannia and the other western districts 
to Sydney ? Yes ; very largely.
41. Have you had any conversation with graziers or others in the locality of Wilcannia as to whether or
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not they would send their produce by rail to Sydney ? No. There is a strange diversity of opinion even 
amongst pastoralists themselves. They think that a railway will bring a lot of people who will swoop 
down on their runs and pick out the best parts of the. country, and they are doubtful whether or not the 4 
railway will be beneficial to them. I think it is really because they have not thought of^the railway from 
a national standpoint.
42. Is there any railway league in Nyngan? No. The only body is the Progress Committee ; and I 
daresay the evidence of its members would be contradictory. Those who hold interests in the town, and 
who think the trade will leave it, are opposed to the railway ; others think that it will do good.
43. Do you think the Great Cobar Mine would be worked if the railway were constructed ? Yes; if they
could get fuel at a reasonable price. They cannot obtain fuel within a radius of 10 or 14 miles. That is
a very serious thing. Even under the best conditions a copper mine pays away nearly all the money 
obtained in labour and material, and when the price of copper gets very low the mines succumb. That is 
the reason why the mine is closed, and not because it is short of copper ore. .
44. Dr. Garran.'] On this railway map before us you see a line from Dubbo to Bourke, and a line from 
"Werris Creek to Narrabri, which it is proposed to continue to Walgett ? Yes.
45. So long as the districts between those two railways remain in a purely pastoral stage do you think 
they are sufficiently provided with railway facilities ? lam not well aware of the character of the country, 
but my impression is that it would bear another railway between the two.
46. Do you not think that a squatter is reasonably well off if he is within 50 miles of a railway station ? 
Yes. I do not think that squatters like to have railways made very close to them, as they think people 
Will then come and overhaul their runs.
47. Looking at the country between the two railways I have pointed out, does the traffic of the western 
half come here or does it drain down to Dubbo ? The Coonamble traffic goes to Dubbo. That saves 100 
miles of carriage.
48. They prefer to take a longer road to save railway carriage? Not always ; but the roads go' in’That 
direction, and people often prefer to go a few miles farther along a road they have been accustomed to 
travel, and where their interests are centered.
49. Do you get the Quambone business here ? No; it goes to Nevertire and Trangie. The Mount Harris 
traffic comes to Nyngan.
50. How far is that from Nyngan ? About 50 miles.
51. Do you get anything to the east of Mount Harris ? We do at times.
52. Then this line to Bourke does not sweep any traffic from the east for a greater distance than 50 
miles ? I might say 60 miles.
53. Erom how far west does the trade come to Nyngan? As far as Mount Hope. We have a good deal
of traffic from there. .
54. Does Nyngan get the whole of the Cobar traffic ? I do not think I would be right in saying that. 
When the country got very dry and water was very scarce, a large amount of traffic went for a short time 
to Coolabah.
55. Is there any case in which it would go to the Darling ? I can hardly conceive that there would be.
56. Do you get any pastoral traffic west of Cobar ? Yes, from Nekarboo which is about 70 miles away.
57. That would be not more than 40 miles from the Darling ? Yes. During the 6| years I have been here 
the Darling has only been open for one whole year.
58. When the Darling is open as it is-this season how far back to the east will it draw the wool ? For a
radius, say of 60 or 70 miles. ,
59. Then -we can only guarantee for a railway from Nyngan to Cobar, the trade west of it in years when 
the river is unnavigable ? There are times when the river carriage is immensely cheaper than the railway 
carriage, but the river is open very seldom and it is unreliable. When the river is navigable our roads 
are in a very bad condition.
60. Even in a wet season like this are the roads bad for more than a fortnight after the rain ? That
depends altogether on the season.- There were ten weeks during which the roads to Cobar were almost 
impassable. -
61. Is that the longest time you know of the roads being bad? No ; I remember another part of the 
year when the roads were even worse for a longer period. In the Nymagee township, with a population 
of something like 1,800, there were not more than 2£ bags of flour.
62. If Cobar were a mining township in full swing as it was once, the question of speedy transit would be 
very important ? Yes. Besides the copper there are many gold-mines opened out in the Cobar district, 
and they promise very well.
63. If Cobar again becomes a mining township, do you think that a railway to it is an absolute necessity?
Yes. '
64. Supposing copper does not come up to £50 a ton, and Cobar simply remains a pastoral township, would 
there be any justification for making a railway ? A great number of gold-mines are waiting, apparently, 
for a speedier means of transit. The uncertainty of getting supplies has been so great as to hinder the 
owners from putting on men
65. Are any of those gold-mines distinctly profitable ? I believe there is a very fair prospect of several 
being payable.
66. Can you go so far as to say that at present gold-mining has got to such a point as to justify making a 
railway ? Not of itself.
67. Supposing that neither copper nor gold-mining would justify a railway, would the pastoral productive
ness of the district itself justify a railway ? Yes. If a railway is not made a macadamized road will have 
to be made, and a road is always a source of expense.
68. Supposing the mines collapsed, would we be justified in making a macadamized road or railway lookin'* 
at Cobar as a pastoral centre ? Not to Cobar only; but it is an absolute necessity for the country beyond. 
To stop at Cobar would be hardly wise. Erom a national standpoint I think the railway is an absolute 
necessity. I consider that a line to Cobar and on to Wilcannia would be justifiable on national grounds 
even if there were no copper nor gold-mining around Cobar.
69. Would it bo possible to find a grade of 1 in 100 between Nyngan and Cobar? Yes ; I am almost 
sure of it.
70. Is the country capable of growing fodder for the supply of the district ? Yes.
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' 71. If it grew more than it wanted in a good season would there he any export ? Yes. If a railway were 
made to the silver country we could compete with Adelaide. We would have no advantage over people 
on the Darling, but the soil here is capable of growing anything.
72. Have you had any railway experience ? Yes ; as a contractor, for twenty-five years.
73. What do you think would bo the cost of a workable line from Nyngan to Cobar ? A light line with 
station buildings could be put down for £2,500 a mile. A trunk line to the silver country ought to be 
made more substantial. £1,000 a mile would do.
74. Do you mean by a light railway rails of 40 lb. ? No; heavy rails with light construction. I think 
that to use light rails is very false economy.
75. Do you think that the railway to Bourke has been made needlessly expensive ? Yes. I believe that 
on the railway from Dubbo to Bourke there has been at least £1,000 per mile spent on unnecessary 
earthworks.
76. Would you recommend similar extravagance on the line to Cobar ? No. I would recommend cheap 
railway stations, constructed of galvanized-iron, which, in this climate, lasts twice as long as it does in 
Sydney.
77. Is there timber here suitable for sleepers? We have pine which resists white ants; and there is 
ironbark within a reasonable distance.
78. Have you had experience of tramways ? Yes.
70. Would you recommend a tramway instead of a light railway from Nyngan to Cobar? No. It would 
be a very great mistake, in view of the large mineral traffic that will probably exist. Tramways are not 
suitable for a greater length than 20 miles. There is no saving in the working of a tramway. The only 
difference is in the first cost.
80. Do you think that a majority of the inhabitants of Nyngan are opposed to the construction of a 
railway to Cobar ? The opposition comes from people who have an idea that a township necessarily 
collapses after a railway passes through it. I believe myself that for a time the railway might be detri
mental to the interests of the town.
81. Are the people of Cobar unanimously in favour of the railway ? Yes.
82. Are the squatters in favour of it ? Very many are; and others are against it, for reasons I have al
ready told the Committee.
83. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] Was the Great Cobar Copper-mine worked for a considerable time under a 
guarantee from a Drench syndicate ? No. The Company sold its copper to the French syndicate for 
£60 per ton, the syndicate restricting the Company as to quantity.
84. Have you heard a report that the high grade ores in the Great Cobar Mine have been exhausted ? 
Yes. There is no other mine on which so little has been spent in prospecting. Owing to the enormous 
drain upon the mine for carriage both ways, prospecting could never be carried out as it should have been.
85. Do you think that if the railway were constructed, and even if the price of copper were much 
less £50 per ton, the Great Cobar Mine would be reopened? Yes; I believe it would be reopened 
to-morrow.
86. Is Cobar a town which depends upon the fluctuations of the copper market? Although it depends 
largely upon that it does not do so altogether. There is a large pastoral country at the back which draws 
supplies from Cobar. I believe that the town will hold its own even if gold as well as copper-mining 
should collapse. Many people are now thinking of taking up homestead leases.
87. Have supplies ever been received at Cobar for South Australia via Louth ? Yes, I have heard so. 
Ore has also been sent by that route in times past, I know.
88. In the event of this proposed railway being constructed do you think that any such competition would 
disappear? Yes, altogether.
89. It has been stated in official evidence that the country between Nyngan and Cobar and Wilcannia is 
the driest in New South Wales—is that a fact ? It is very dry country.
90. In the event of several dry seasons in succession would there be traffic for the railway ? From a 
national standpoint the railway should be made to keep the country open. In dry seasons I am sure the 
railway would be utilized by the squatters to send away their stock to mountain runs. It would thus save 
millions of sheep.
91. Do I understand that you consider the line would not pay commercially, as a local line, but that it 
ought to be constructed from a national standpoint ? I do not feel sure that the line would not pay as a 
local line, but from a national standpoint I think it is essentially necessary.
92. Do you say that the squatters are opposed to the railway, because they fear it might bring settlers 
on to their runs ? I hope that is not the general opinion of the squatters, but I know that that view has 
been mooted. I believe that there are only a few squatters so stupid as to think that the railway would 
hurt them; and, as far as I know, the squatters along the proposed line are not of that class.
93. Mr. Tankini] Do you think that there are 7 tons of goods sent from here per week to Cobar at 
present? Yes, and a great deal more. I believe I am safe in saying that the average is 5 tons per day.
94. Is it a fact that the Great Cobar Copper-mine is nearly worked out? No.
95. What is the average weekly tonnage of goods sent from here to Nymagee ? About the same as it is 
to Cobar. There are times not very far distant when we have sent from our own establishment at least 
30 tons per day.
96. If the copper and gold industry fail, will there be sufficient back country to support the township ? 
Yes, and a railway.
97. Does not the back country receive its supplies from Cobar at present ? No ; because the river is open.
98. To what price would copper have to rise before the mine could be started again? I think I have 
heard them say that if it went up to £48 they could start the mine. I believe that if fuel could be 
obtained at a reasonable price",.operations might be commenced at the present price of copper. At present 
they pay about 8s. per ton for wood. •
99. What is the present percentage of the ore ? From about 6| to 10 per cent.
100. If copper went up to £45 per ton, could you afford to pay 8s. per ton for wood ? If copper were 
sold at £50 per ton the mine would pay dividends.
101. Are you of opinion that it would be necessary under any circumstances to construct a macadamized
road, if the Government did not construct a railway ? I think I am justified in saying that the.Govern
ment are constructing some portion of a macadamized road. A first-class road would cost at least £1.800 
per mile. I think that a macadamized road especially in a country where there is not much stone is one 
of the greatest mistakes possible. 102.
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102. Do you think the Government would he justified in constructing this line when it is estimated that 
the annual loss will be £11,100, assuming the mines to be in full work as in days past? I can say that 
those figures are not correct. Drom the figures I have seen the country would not lose anything like that 
sum. In the estimate you have quoted, the Nymagee traffic is under-estimated.
103. How much do you think would be a fair estimate for the Nymagee traffic ? I cannot quite remember.
I think over £2,000 would be a fair estimate. .
104. Does pine make first class sleepers ? No, but I believe that it makes sleepers that will not be attacked m 
by white ants. Iron bark would make better sleepers. .
105. Is it not a fact that where the iron bolt goes through a pine sleeper the timber immediately splits 
open ? Not always, but a pine sleeper would be nearly as expensive as a sleeper of a better class of 
timber. Extra chairing would be required. There are immense forests of ironbark about Dubbo, Narra- 
mine, and Trangie.
106. If the line were constructed, do you suppose the inhabitants would he satisfied if the Government 
only ran a train three days per week ? I should imagine that the people would hardly express a wish to 
have trains run more frequently if the traffic would not warrant it.
107. Do you agree with Mr. Kirkealdie’s evidence, that even when Cohar'was enjoying the best of its days, 
and the copper mine was in full swing, four trucks a day would more than supply the demands of the 
traffic ? I have a very great respect for Mr. Kirkcaldie’s opinion, but I am quite sure that he commenced 
his inquiry with a strong prejudice against the line. He was determined that the line should not go to 
Cobar if he could help it, and he expressed himself to that effect. We have sent more than four trucks 
per day away from our own establishment, and we were comparatively only doing a small business.
108. Mr. Hurley.'] You have stated that there is a justification for the construction of the railway, because 
the geological features of the country indicate the existence of copper, gold, and silver ? Yes, com
bined with the industrial prospects of the district.
109. Are you a geologist ? No; but I have made the subject a very close study. I have had considerable 
experience in mining.
110. Would you desire to set up your opinion on this subject as a geologist? No.
111. Is there a likelihood of the gold mines around Cobar employing a large number of men in 
future ? Yes.
112. Do you estimate that the output of copper was 3,200 tons per annum ? Yes, that was when the 
mine was producing copper largely.
113. If a statement emanated from your board from the Company’s books, or any other source, to the 
effect that the actual output only amounted to 1,905 tons per annum, would you still adhere to your 
statement ? I would say that both statements might be correct. This evidence with regard to the 
railway was taken six and-a-half years ago, and the output was what I have stated. In later years it has 
decreased considerably, because the price of copper has come down.
114. If the railway were constructed to Cobar would the people there use Dubbo coal? I am not prepared 
to say, but I think they would be certain to use it if its quality was very good. As far as I remember, 
when the Dubbo coal was used at the mine, the report made was that it wras not of very best quality, but 
bad as it was, it would take the place of wood if wood could not be obtained at the low rate at which it 
was first obtained.
115. Would not there be a difficulty in getting Dubbo coal owing to its distance from the railway station ?
I think so. The distance is formidable, and that would render Dubbo coal only equal to the Lithgow coal 
for our purposes. However, it is all carboniferous country about Dubbo.
116. Do you think that the country between here and Cobar is suitable for agriculture? Yes ; I believe
the larger part of it is. '
117. Do you think that the country between here and Cobar is included in the cretaceous formation?
Yes ; I believe it is.
118. From your knowledge as a forwarding agent, do you think that the estimate of £15,000 per annum 
for all classes of goods between here and Cobar is a fair estimate ? I think the present estimate is only 
£12,000; I think I am fairly within the mark in saying that where the conditions of the country were what 
they were previously, there would be from £18,000 to £20,000 per annum of traffic, instead of £12,000.
119. Estimating the cost of the line at £241,661 and the net revenue at £15,000 would there not be a 
loss of £8,000 a year to the state? I cannot say from memory but I am sure that while there might be 
a little loss to the country for a number of years it would be nothing like £11,000 per annum.
120. Taking the actual loss at £8,000 per annum do you think that in the face of that the Government 
would be justified in making the railway ? In the first place I do not think there would be such a loss, 
and secondly considering the chances that exist of the country being opened out and the traffic being very 
much increased within a short time I think the Government would be justified in making the railway even 
at a loss of £7,000 per annum for a year or two, as it has parted with so little of the fee-simple of the 
country,
121. Especially taking into consideration the fact that if the cretaceous formation exists between here and 
Cobar there are various agricultural areas which might be opened up in the event of water being 
conserved ? I am quite sure it would.
122. Have you heard your Company say that they would be prepared to pay double rates on this 
railway if it were made as compared with the rates charged on the railway between Sydney and Bourke ?
I think such an offer was made by the Company and I think they made some sort of offer to construct 
the line themselves from here to Cobar.
123. Do you think that the future working of the Cobar copper mine depends upon a rise in the price of 
copper? Not altogether. A rise m the price of copper would assist us under any circumstances, but if 
a supply of firewood and ordinary stores could be obtained at a reasonable rate it would help us more 
than anything else.
124. Independently of a rise in the price of copper do you think the mine would resume work ? I think
the mine would resume work if copper went up to £48 per ton. .
125. Are you a shareholder in the Company ? No. '
126. Do you advocate the line from a national stand-point ? Yes. '
127. Do you own any land on the route of the railway? Not an acre. .
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> Alexander Adams, Esq., Road Superintendent, sworn, and examined:—
A. Adams, 128. C/iairman.] What position do you hold ? I am a civil engineer and surveyor, and I hold the office of 
■. Road Superintendent for the Cobar district. I have held that office for seven or eight years.

40ct"~"l889 ls character of the road from here to Cobar ? It is very bad after rain. Two inches of
' rain makes it thoroughly impassable for teams, or almost anything. There is really no road with the 

exception of a mile and a half of metalling about 10 miles on this side of Cobar.
. 130. What has the Department done with regard to that portion of the road ? They have formed a road 

half a chain wide and metalled it for a width of 20 feet. It is drained at the side, and metalled with clay, 
slate, ironstone, and quartz, obtained in the vicinity. The cost has been about £600 per mile.
131. Has the work been done effectively P Yes ; the road will answer very fairly. It will require main
tenance now and again.
132. Is the metal of a good quality ? It is not the most suitable, but it is the best in the vicinity.
133. Have you had considerable experience in making roads throughout the Colony ? I have had much 
more experience in Hew Zealand than here.
131. Have you had experience in making roads over country of the same character as that between Nyngan 
and Cobar ? Not quite the same, but still I could form an opinion on the subject.
135. What is your estimate of the cost of making a good road from end to end between those two points 
so that drays and all sorts of vehicles could go along it at all times ? In reply to a telegram which I 
received from the Secretary for Public Works a short time ago I estimated the cost at £130,000. I had 
not time to look into the matter properly then, but I have since found that it would cost considerably 
more than I estimated.
136. Have you any details as to how you arrived at your conclusions ? I divided the road into sections 
of 20 miles. I estimated that the first section of 20 miles from here would cost £62,100—that is the most 
expensive part of the road. I estimated that the cost of the second section of 20 miles would be £16,900, 
the third and fourth sections £32,500 each—that would make a total of £174,000.
137. What would cause the great extra expense in the first section ? There is no metal to be got along 
the road.
138. Where do you propose to get the metal ? To bring it down from Girilambone by train to Nyngan, 
and cart it along the line.
139. What is the quality of the metal ? Granite.
140. On the other sections where you estimate the cost would not be so much, is there good metal ? There 
is fair metal, but not the most suitable. It consists of quartz and porphyry. I may mention that I have 
estimated this road for a width of 20 feet. I received a telegram from the Department asking for an 
estimate for a road 24 feet wide. It would make the cost over £200,000. I considered that a width of 
20 feet was sufficient.
141. What would be the cost of maintaining the road you have estimated for ? £10,000 a year.
142. After the road was made in the first instance would it last for 12 months ? Yes. In my estimate I 
took into consideration culverts, box-drains, and works of that character, of which there would be a good 
many.
143. Have you had any experience in railway construction ? No; but I have laid out railways in New 
Zealand, and seen a large amount of construction, though not in charge of the works.
144. Were those narrow gauge railways? Yes.
145. Are those railways constructed on ballasted roads? Yes.
146. From your experience in road making and in regard to the construction of railways, which do you 
think it would be better to construct between Nyngan and Cobar—a road or a railway ? I have no 
hesitation in recommending a railway. Where a railway can be constructed at nearly the cost of a road 
a railway is preferable by far. The country between Nyngan and Cobar is very suitable for railway 
construction. It is nearly level country. It is gently undulating country and a line could be 
constructed at very little expense. The grades are very easy. I believe there are some pretty steep grades 
as the line is laid out, but I think the route might be altered. At present it runs over a number of 
ridges which might be avoided by a detour of half-a-mile.
147. What grade would be obtained by making the diversion you refer to? I think that in several 
places where at present there is a grade of 1 in 40 to 1 in 50 the line might be made almost level. A 
grade of L in 100 could be easily obtained.
148. Could that be made the ruling grade ? Yes.
149. Have you a thorough knowledge of the road ? Yes.
150. Can you name any particular place where there has been palpably a wrong grade ? Yes, there is a 
place called Budds Gap where there is a deep cutting through the hill, which might be entirely avoided by a 
email detour. Then between Cobar and 16 miles there is a series of ridges that could be avoided 
entirely by keeping to the right or left hand side. There are also other places between Hall’s and Budd’s.
151. What facilities would there be for obtaining water for the engine along the line ? There is a large 
Government tank about 16 or 17 miles from Nyngan full of water. There are 28,000 yards of excavation 
in that tank. 40 miles from Nyngan there is another tank with abundance of water, and 20 miles further 
on there is another Government tank close to the road.
152. As a professional man and looking at all the circumstances would you certainly recommend a railway 
in preference to a road ? Yes.
153. Dr. Oarran.] Is there at the present time such traffic as would justify the making of a macada
mised road 24 feet wide ? I think 20 feet wide would he quite enough for the amount of traffic.
154. Has there ever been such traffic as would justify the making of a macadamised road from end to 
end ? I cannot say that there has been, looking at the very large expenditure that would be involved.
155. Could you at a moderate expense patch the worst parts of the road so as to make it equal to the 
present necessities of the traffic ? After a fall of two inches of rain the road is impassable all along. 
Some places are worse than others.
156. For how long ? For a few weeks in summer and in winter perhaps for a month or two.
157. What is the smallest amount of ballast or metal which would give the road a moderate degree of 
hardness ? A depth of 9 inches at the least.
158. How much a mile would that come to ? The estimate I have already given is based on that depth.
159. Even if a railway is made would the side traffic be shut off after rain ? Yes.
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160. Then if we have 3 inches of rain no traffic could get to any of the side stations ? Not for the time 
being. The roads to the side stations would not be cut up very much, and they would dry up quickly.
The main road, however, gets so cut up that it becomes impassable. ^
161. Tou would still have to make approaches to the side stations ? There would not be so much traffic 0 '
to the side stations as there now is along the main road. .
162. In that case the Nymagee traffic would be cut off in bad weather? Tes.
163. What would you estimate to be the cost of a railway between Nyngan and Cobar, the rails to be 
60 lb. steel rails, the railway being made as economical as possible in all other respects ? Between 
£2,000 and £3,000 a mile.
164. Do you think that £3,000 is the outside figure ? Tes.
165. The estimate of the officials is £2,560 per mile, on condition that the iron work is brought up at Id., 
instead of 4d. per ton—do you agree in the main with that estimate ? Yes, pretty well. - *
166. What ballast would you use on the line ? I would use the ballast from Budd’s Gap. There is -
porphyry there. ............................. '
167. Would not the slag in the Cobar Co.’s mine be good ballast ? It would answer, but is not so good
as the metal at Budd’s. ’ ' — • . -
168. Would you make the formation level considerably above the surface level ? No.
169. Would you lay the sleepers right on the surface level ? I should be inclined to raise it a little.
170. Do you think that the waters, as they collect after heavy rain, might be allowed to go under the
rails in broad by-washes ? Tes. ~'
171. Tou think that that would not injure the permanent way ? No.
172. Do you think that the railway might be useful as a dam for holding back the water in several places ?.
Tes, but there should be a provision made for a by-wash in the event of too much rain falling. ■
173. Would not a shallow by-wash under the rails do ? Tes.
174. Is the Bourke railway a good model ? I think it is a very good line.
175. Do you think that you could cheapen a line from Nyngan to Cobar, as compared with the. Bourke
railway? Tes, I think there has been unnecessary expenditure on the Bourke railway'with regard to 
station buildings. ‘ ’
176. What is your opinion with regard to the permanent way ? The line to Bourke is of a very sub
stantial character. I think that a lighter line might be constructed to Cobar with respect to the rails. -
177. What weight would you have? I think from 50 lb. or 60 lb. would answer the purpose.
178. Even in view of a possible extension of the railway to Wilcannia and Broken Hill ? Tes.
179. Would such a railway carry all the mineral traffic ? Tes.
180. Have not engineers found as a rule that it is foolish to err on the side of light rails ? Tes.
181. Do you know any such case ? Frequently in the case of tramways, where the rails have been very light.
182. Do you know any case where people have put down heavy rails and they regretted it? No.
183. Mr. Ton/tin.] What is the width of that part of the road which you had constructed with metal ? 20 feet.
184. Is that piece of road of a substantial character, and sufficient to carry the traffic ? ’ Tes. It might
have been made better, but we had only a limited amount of funds available. "
185. With half as much more metal as you put on, it would be a very good road? Yes.-
186. Seeing that this road only cost £600 a mile, a road for the whole distance of 80 miles might be made, 
for £50,000 ? Tes ; but it must be remembered that in this case the metal was close at hand. In other 
cases the metal would have to be carried so long a distance, so that would make all the difference.
187. In constructing a railway over this country would you prefer to have the sleepers above the surface ?
Tes.
188. Do you not think that it injures the foundation to break the surface of this bad country ? I do
not think so. -
189. Would the only necessity for an embankment be that you think it would be better to have the sleep
ers laid on an embankment than to have them laid on the surface ? I think it would be better to have 
them raised, but at the same time they might answer on the surface.
190. Have you any objection to half-round sleepers for constructing the line ? I prefer the square ones, 
but I have not had much experience of half-round sleepers.
191. Is it possible to get sleepers along the proposed railway line ? I would not regard the timber there 
as suitable. There is ironbark between here and Dubbo.
192. Mr. Hurley!] Did you ask for the expenditure which has been made in metalling a small part of'
this road ? There is a certain amount of money voted every year for roads, and the amount spent on this 
road was put upon the Estimates. ' '
193. Was it at your suggestion that the money was spent on that part of the road ? Tes.
194. Is this bit of road-making an experiment, and do you intend to spend a certain sum of money from 
year to year ? That was the idea. Seeing that money was available it was thought to be desirable to 
improve some of the worst parts of the road.
195. Is there not another part of the road which is fifty times worse than where you have put this metal ?,
The place where the metal has been put is the worst place.
196. Is it not a wastful expenditure of public money to spend anything on such a road from time to time ?,
Not in this case. This place where the road was made was exceedingly bad. Teams were bogged there 
repeatedly. .
197. Mr. O' Sullivan.] In the event of the railway not being constructed, and if the Great Cobar copper
mine resumed work, would it be absolutely necessary to make a road between Nyngan and Cobar?' If 
would be necessary to keep the road constantly open. ~
198. Do you think that the present road patched up would carry the traffic in wet weather ? It would be 
considerably better if certain parts were repaired, but after rain the whole road is bad.
199. In wet weather have teams been stuck up on the roads for considerable periods of time ? Tes ; • 
from a fortnight to a month. I have heard of their being two months on the road.
200. Was that near the portion where you have been making repairs ? Tes ; and at other places.
201. Chairman.] Do I understand that the expenditure which you have made in repairing a portion of the- 
•roads would be of very little use in wet weather, because most parts of the remainder of the road would 
be impassable ? Where the road has been repaired is one of the very worst sections. If the very bad 
sections were repaired the road would be improved to a certain extent, but still it would not be fit for ttaffidi
202. In order to carry the permanent traffic would the road have to be made from end to end ?, Tes.
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NYNGAN, SATURDAY, 5 OCTOBER, 1389.
|jM0£iti: —

The Hosobable WILLIAM JOSEPH TEICKETT (Chairman)- 
The Hon. Asdeew G-abbah. James Ebesezeb Toskis, Esq.
Hesey Copeland, Esq. Edwabd William O’Sullivan, Esq.

John Huelet, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Nyngan to Cobar.

Mr. Albert Smith Eowling, Eailway Stationmaster, Nyngan, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. A S. 203. Chairman.'] What position do you occupy ? Eailway Stationmaster at Nyngan. I have been here 
.Kowimg. three years.

sTctTsso. What business has been done at Nyngan since you have come here ? I have before me press copies 
’ of returns made out for the Department at various times. The first is a return dated 24th March, 1887. 

It is probably for 1886 and 1887. The date has been omitted, but I am of opinion that it is a return 
for one year. Wool from Cobar and district, which it is supposed would be drawn by the proposed line, 
is estimated at 7,020 bales, 697 tons 9 cwt., value to the Eailway Department £2,597 ; goods, 130 tons, 
freight £251 4s.; copper, 169,500 ingots, 1,520 tons, freight £3,756.10s.; goods to Cobar, 2,500 tons; 
there is no freight given. .
205. Hr. Tonkin.] What would the freight on those goods amount to ? As third-class goods it would 
be about £8 10s. a ton. The return continues as follows:—Live stock from Cobar and district, 426 
trucks, £3,154. Nymagee district: Wool, 4,000 bales, 710 tons, freight £2,580; goods, 45 tons, freight 
£125; copper, 139,900 ingots, 1,220 tons, £2,971; goods to Nymagee, 1,500 tons; live stock from 
IS ymagee and district, 21 trucks, £160.
206. Dr. Garran.] Would you get freight for the whole distance to Nymagee ? No, only to the changing 
station, which is fully a third, if not more, of the distance to Cobar. The next return made out was a 
return of traffic from Nyngan to Cobar, from 1st July, 1886, to 31st March, 1887. Erom Nyngan to 
Nymagee, from Cobar to Nyngan, and from Nymagee to Nyngan. This is a fuller return than the last, 
as every class of traffic is separate.
207. Chairman.] Can you supply the Committee with copies of these returns ? Yes.
208. Dr. Garran.] How much do the engines carry on the line between Nyngan and Bourke ? Thirty 
loaded trucks. Ihe maximum load on a truck is 6 tons, so that we can carry about ISO tons each time.
209. Is that the maximum ? Yes ; for the class of engines we are running here.
210. Then at the outside, thirty trains could have taken all the goods which passed backwards and 
forw’ards between Cobar and Nyngan during the year, for which you have given us the return ? Yes. 
.211. Then in addition to that you ■would have had the Nymagee traffic over a little more than one-third 
of the line f Yes. At present we are receiving freight for 377 miles, on account of the goods which are 
mentioned in this return, and if the railway were made we ■would only got the extra freight along the 
new line.
212. Chairman.] Since that return was made up has the traffic increased or decreased ? Owing to the

, depression and the bad seasons throughout the country, the traffic has decreased.
213. Are the returns vvhich you are to supply us with in excess of or under the returns which you have 
just read ?. Speaking from memory, I should say that they were slightly under, but nothing material.
214. Was it a good or bad season during that period from 1886 to 1887 ? It was a very fair season. 
The drought had broken up about that time.
215. Which is your next return ? It is a return showing the coaching earnings for Nyngan station for 
1886 : 4,591 passengers, £5,321 11s. 2d.; horses, carriages, dogs, £254 2s. 8d. ; parcel traffic, £522 7s. lid. 
The return for 1887 is as follows:—4,401 passengers, £5,988 12s. Sd.; horses, carriages, and dogs, 
£236 9s. lid.; parcel traffic, £609 3s. 4d.
216. What is your next return for goods traffic ? A return of tonnage of goods inwards, and the revenue 
derived from 1st January, 1887, to 19th March, 1888, at Nyngan station. These of course would 
include all the districts. They are taken out per month. Erom 1st January, 1887, to 19th March, 1883, 
7,993 tons 15 cwt. 3 qrs. inwards. Outwards tonnage forthe same period, 8,412 tons 1 cwt. 1 qr. '
217. What is the next return ? An approximate return of tonnage to Cobar via Nyngan, and to
Nymagee via Nyngan, from March, 1887, until March, 1888. '
218. Since you have been here has there been a, marked increase or decrease in the traffic which you could 
point out to tne Committee P Lately the traffic has decreased. I refer to the last twelve months.
219. Do you mean the general traffic inwards and outwards at Nyngan ? Yes. In September, 1889, 
wool alone was 300 tons less than in September, 1888, but that does not show that the wool is not in the 
district, because I believe that a very great portion of the deficiency was taken to Coolabah and Girilambone. 
These are two places which are now open to Cobar and Nymagee, which were not open three years ago. 
That is one reason for the falling off. Another reason is the bad seasons. A large number of sheep died 
off owing to the wretched condition of the country.
220. During the period of extreme drought was there a large amount of fodder brought into the district ?
1 es._ I have a return of the forage received at Nyngan from the 1st June, 1888, until the 31st May, 1889, 
consigned to the various produce dealers. I should say that by far the greater portion of that fodder was 
consumed at Nymagee and Cobar. The quantity brought from the 1st June, 1888, to the 31st May, 1889, 
was 5,492 tons 8 cwt.
221. It would appear that in a good season a large amount of wool is sent away, and that in a bad season, 
there is a large amount of fodder brought to the district ? Certainly.
222. With regard to the traffic on the railway, does the one compensate for the other ? I think you get 
more out ot wool than out of forage ;—a good season is the better one.

ii. ^aye you a re^lrn showing the traffic at the Nyngan station up to May, 1889 ? I can give returns 
to the month ot oeptember, 1889. During that month 441 passengers left "here inwards and outwards ; 
goods, 1,189 tons, yielding a revenue of £1,868 7s. lOd. In September, 1888, the return for the month 
was 066 passengers, 2,528 tons of goods, earning a revenue of £2,991 10s. 3d.

# ■^■re ^ose the best months in the year for traffic ? Erom September to December are about the
three
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three best months. In the month of September, 1887, there were 303 passengers and 1,147 tons of goods, 
earning a revenue of £1,787 10s. lOd. . ' .
225. Canyon give any reason why there should be such a disparity between those years ? There was 
nearly 500 tons difference in the wool of 1887 and 1888. In 1887 the wool was about 364 tons, whereas 
in 1888 it was 869 tons. In 1889 the wool was very short; that is accounted for by the season. This 
year the shearing is late. Even if there were as many sheep in the district as there were last year the 
same tonnage would not be shown during the same months.
226. Would copper be a large item during the months you have quoted ? Yes, but it is almost impossible 
to trace what quantity was sent.
227. Mr. Tonkin.^ Do you think that if a line were constructed from here to Cobar it would pay expenses ?

228. Do you think there would be a very heavy loss ? It would be very hard for me to say what the loss
might be as there are many branches of the service of which I know very little. I am led to believe, 
through compiling these returns, that there is nothing to lustily the expense of making this line as far as 
Cobar itself is concerned. 1 s
229. Mr. Hurley.'] Do you think that if an additional -J- of freight were charged for carrying wool between
here and the metropolis, such an increase could be made without losing the trade ? I think if we increase 
the freight we would drive more wool to the river. .
230. Do you think that wool from the west of this place would be taken from here to Bourke and shipped 
there on the river ? No, but there are a number of stations that lie out towards the river which cart their 
wool direct to the river. There are stations which used to ship their wool here before, but they are now 
carting the wool to the river.
231. How do you account for the fact that before there was any railway here, the station owners sought 
for railway accommodation, and offered to pay increased rates as compared with the river rates for carriage ? 
The only way I can account for it is that the river carriage is very much cheaper. We cannot compete 
with the river when it is up. I think the only chance of competing with the river is to keep down the 
freight charges.
232. Is it not a fact that goods are now carried to Bourke for something like the same price as they are 
carried to Nyngan, although the latter is 100 miles nearer to Sydney than the former is ? We carry goods 
to Bourke at the same price. The charges to Byrock are heavier than the charges to Bourke, although 
Bourke is 126 miles from here, and Byrock is only 79 miles. We allow Bourke a concession in order to 
compete with the river.
233. Is it in order to compete with the trade of the other colonies that this low freight charge is made ? 
Yes, certainly.
234. Mr. O Sullivan.] Have not the rates to Bourke been increased recently ? No, I think they are 
decreased, if anything.
235. Do you think that if the line were constructed from Nyngan to Cobar it would tan any of the river 
trade ? Not much of it,
236. Do you think that if a line were run from Nyngan to Wilcannia, and from Nyngan to Werris Creek, 
the squatters would avail themselves of the railway to move their sheep in seasons of drought, in order to 
save them from starvation ? I have seen that in the south, but generally the sheep were left on the runs 
so long, in the hope that the weather would change, that they get into very poor condition, and shifting 
them about in trains kills them altogether. The stock might be saved by removing them, but I think the 
owners would want to have them carried at a nominal rate.
237. Mr. Tonkin.] Do you think that the construction of this proposed line would bring any new traffic 
to Nyngan or to the trunk line ? I cannot see where the new traffic is to come from.

Mr. A. S 
Rowling

Mr. Thomas Barrett, hotelkeeper, Nyngan, sworn, and examined:—
238. Chairman.] Are you an hotelkeeper in Nyngan ? Yes. . '
239. Mr. O’ Sullivan.] How long have you resided in Nyngan ? About eight years.

, 240.' Are you well acquainted with the state of business in this district ? Yes.
241. Do you know the country between here and Cobar? Yes.
212. Do you think it would be justifiable expenditure to construct a railway between Nyngan and Cobar? 
No ; there is no traffic on the line, and every year it is getting worse. There is a great deal more doing in 
a dry season than in a wet one.
243. How many teams are going from here to Cobar ? I think that two good teams per week would do 
all the traffic.
241. Was there much traffic to be done between Nyngan and Cobar in the most prosperous period—when 
the Great Cobar mine was working ? There was a good deal, but three parts of the stuff carried was 
forage. All that trade in forage is now stopped, because the squatters and carriers want none. I have 
seen twenty truck loads of chaff in the station yard at a time, but now you will not see one truck load in a 
week.
245. Would not the ordinary business between two towns like Cobar and Nyngan supply a good traffic 
for a railway without regard to the dry seasons ? No. If the railway went farther into the country fhan 
Cobar, the railway might pay. A line from here to Cobar alone will not pay.
246. Are you able to judge of the passenger traffic between here and Cobar ? I know that it can hardly 
keep a decent coach on the line.
247. Have you not heard the returns quoted stating that in September, 1888, there were 566 passengers 
between the two towns ? A great many of those passengers would not go to Cobar. They came from 
Bourke, and went through the station here.
248. If they came from Bourke why should they get out at Nyngan ? They do get out here, and a great 
many passengers get in at Nyngan from all parts.
249. Does not that indicate that Nyngan is a natural starting point for passengers going into the country ?
Yes; they start off from all places—at Girilambone, and all the way down. ,
250. If businesses so bad in Nyngan, how does it sustain eleven public bouses ? I think some must go 
to the wall. I can answer for myself that business is very slack. The hotels are mostly kept up by the 
Carriers and a few travellers.

5 0)—B

Mr.
T. Barrett 

5 Oct., 16

251.
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Mr. 251. "Where do the carriers mostly go to from here ? They go all over the country wherever they can get 
T. Barrett. a ioac]^

252. Is there much traffic between here and Louth ? Not a great deal. There are plenty o teams
5 Oct., 1889. wa^j-ng my place., but they cannot get a load to go out with. _ . ,

253. Do you think that if a railway were constructed a large amount of business now done m is o'sm
would cease ? Yes ; the passengers from Cobar, instead of stopping here for a day or halt a day, wou go 
right through, and the carriers would be obliged to leave Nyngan. _ _
254. Do you think if a railway were made right through to "Wilcannia it would secure any ot e ra , o
now done on the river ? "When the steamers could not come up the river it would get all that trade, Du 
the steamers have been running pretty well during the last few years. 9
255. Mr. Tonkin.'] How many years is it since you first had any knowledge oi the tramc to AoDar.
About seventeen or eighteen years. , ..
256. Do you think that in the best of times the traffic to Cobar was sufficient to warrant the construction
of a railway between Nyngan and Cobar ? There might have been at first, when Cobar was m iu mg, 
but Cobar is now going down. .
257. How many teams are there going between here and Cobar ? About two or three teams per wee .
258. Are there 30 tons of produce leaving here for Cobar weekly ? No; 12 tons is as much as there is.
259. Is this a slacker time than any other time of the year ? It ought not to be at this time ot the year
things are generally pretty lively. • i j o v
260. Has there been a great decrease in the traffic since the Cobar copper mine closed. x es.
261. How many teams on an average per week used to leave for Cobar when the mine was-in rail work .
You could hardly tell, because there was so much forage taken. Every team used to go out three parts 
full of forage. _____________________ _________

Mr. Peter Vincent Lynch, commission agent, Nyngan, sworn, and examined:
Mr. 262. Chairman.] What business are you engaged in ? I am a commission agent. , .

P. Y. lynch. 263. Have you any knowledge of the trade between here and Cobar? Prom where I live I see the whole 
of the traffic going in and out. . , . „ ,

6 Oct., 1889. 264,. What is your estimate of the amount of traffic ? Owing to the mines closing down at present m AoDar,
of course there is a falling off in the copper traffic, and consequently in general merchandise there is also 
a general falling off. I know one firm in Cobar, which used to take out every fortnight or three weeks when 
the road was passable 40 tons, but that is now decreased to 6 or 7 tons—that is solely owing to the mine closing.
265. What loading did that consist of principally ? General merchandise and sometimes corn and chan.
266. Have you any knowledge of the road between here and Cobar ? Yes, a thorough knowledge.
267. Is there any outlet for traffic of any kind between here and Cobar ? At present there are ditteren
Stations. If the line were constructed it would cause outlets and inlets to be established to those ditteren 
places. Nymagee is an established road. _ ■ . ,,
268. Do you think the construction of this railway would bring more traffic to Nyngan . Yes, it would 
facilitate the business of the district, and the squatters having better facilities for the dispatch ot their 
stock and wool, and for receiving goods from Sydney, would put more stock on their runs. I am con
vinced that the number of stock would be doubled. The greater part of the runs are not halt stocked 
at present. During the last few years, when the droughts occurred, the runs have been stocked up to 
their capacity, and many sheep have had to perish. Valuable horses and cattle were left in the back country 
to perish, because there was no means of conveying them to some place where there would be a chance ot
saving their lives. ., . ,,
269. Prom how far do you think would traffic gravitate to the railway ? On the southern side it would
come a long distance. A great deal of the traffic that now goes to Hay would come by this line. 1 think 
any traffic within 60 or 70 miles would gravitate towards this line. . . ,
270. Do you think that if the line were carried on to Wilcannia it would make a material difference in the

' traffic ? Yes, it would open up some splendid country, and people would be justified in stocking up
their runs. , . . „

, - 271. Would it not possibly be the means of diverting our trade to the river and to the other colonies .
That would rest altogether in the hands of the railway department. If exorbitant rates were, charged on 
the railway I dare say some of the traffic would go to the river; but it is not a certainty to get 
produce down the river at all times. There is stuff going this year to the river which used to come here, 
but that is owing to the very bad state of the roads.
272. If there was only a very small difference between the rates charged on the railway and on 
the river, do you think that people would prefer to send their goods by rail ? Yes. .
273. Has that proved to be the case at Bourke since the railway was opened ? I think very few goods go
,by the river from Bourke since the line was opened. ,
274. Do any of the stations east or north-east of Bourke send their goods away by rail ? At present, 
owing to the bad state of the roads, I believe some wool is going down that way. A great quantity ot 
.goods is going through Coolabah at present, owing to some misunderstanding with the carriers’ union.
275. Are the roads in a bad state now ? Yes ; about Cobar the roads are all bush tracks. _
’276. Do you think that a railway to Cobar would pay ? It might not for the first few years,, but it will 
. create a larger population and traffic. It will be the means of setting the. Great Cobar mine to work 
again, and the population there will be doubled. The reason why the mine is shut down at present rs the 
terrible price they have to pay for hauling wood. .
277. How long have you been resident in Nyngan? Thirty-one years. .
278. Does the proposed railway excite much attention in the town ? Latterly it has caused a great deal 
of discussion. There.are men who object to the railway, but for what reason I do not know. Those 
people blacken the proposal as much as they can.

.279. Are there many objectors? Not a great many. As a general rule the people are in favour, oi the 
- railway. The principal opposition comes from business men on the northern side of the railway line.

280. Mr. O’ Sullivan.] What misunderstanding did you allude to as existing between the squatters and 
the carrier’s union ? The misunderstanding is not with the squatters and the union, but. between the 
storekeepers and others who are taking goods into Cobar and the carriers’ union. The dispute is with 
reference to the rates for the haulage. The result is that a great quantity of goods which used to go 
through here are now sent from Coolabah and Girilambone. '

20 ' PABHAMENTAET STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEKS.
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, Mr. Arthur Thomson Bleakley, Nyngan, sworn and examined:— .
281. Dr. Garran.~\ How long have you been in Nyngan ? Twelve months. Mr. A. T.
282. During that time has the season been very good? The early part of the season was bad, but since Bleakley. 
then it has been good.
283. Has the change stimulated business in the township ? I think we were doing rather more business 5 Oct., 1889, 
during the drought, because there was then a very large quantity of forage and feed required.
284. Then the business people in the township make a profit in good or bad times ? Money is more 
.plentiful in good times.
285. During bd times do the squatters and carriers suffer most? Tes.
;286. Do the storekeepers do good business in bad times ? No ; we have to give too much credit, and find 
it is a hard matter to get money in.
.287. Do you think that a' railway between Nyngan and Cobar would pay ? lam not in a position to say, 
but I believe it would after a time.
288. If it were a private speculation would you invest in it? I cannot say that I would. ,
,289. Do you think that a railway would concentrate more traffic than comes here already ? I do. I 
think that the Great Cobar mine would begin work again and that would employ a large amount of labour.
290. Supposing the price of copper would not justify the working of the mine, would the railway ma.ke a 
great increase of business ? I do not think so. . "

Mr. Thomas Henry Bowe, hotel-keeper, Nyngan, sworn, and examined:—
,291. Chairman.'] What is your occupation ? I was a hotel-keeper in Nyngan until the last two or three Mr.: 
days. I first came to Nyngan about ten and a-half years ago. I have been mail contracting and doing T. H. Bowe. 

• other work throughout the district. . /—
292. What are your views with regard to constructing a railway from Nyngan to Cobar? I would not 5 Oct., 1889 
expect it to pay for a short while ; but if the line were carried beyond Cobar there is no doubt that it
would pay. 1 believe that a light line from Nyngan to Cobar only would pay in a very short time. Some 
new discoveries of copper have been made, and a railway would enable the mines to be developed either 
.with cheap wood or with coal from Lithgow or Dubbo.
293. The railway would cost £207,360 do you think that a line from Nyngan to Cobar at that cost 
would pay interest and working expenses ? I think so. There are large numbers of stations on the 
western side of the line which would supply traffic to a railway. I have heard people connected with those 
.stations say that it would be a great benefit for them to have a railway to Cobar. At present it is 
impossible for them to get away their stock in times of drought.
.294, Do you think that population is likely to increase between here and Cobar and the surrounding 
districts ? Yes ; there is a great deal of good land lying on each side of the line which would be taken 
up by people who wish to settle.
.295. Do you think that that land is such that it would pay selectors to take it up and cultivate it? I feel 
confident it would. There are two or three large farms within 28 or 30 miles of this place where they have 
never missed a crop except once in five years. On another farm they have only missed one crop in six 

, years. The crop grown there has been chiefly hay. I have never seen better fruit than is grown in this 
neighbourhood.
296. Do you know of many selectors settled on land in this district ? I think there are 35 within 7 or 8 
miles of this place. They are making a fair living. They are increasing in number, and they are trying 
to get hold of more land. Several men were here lately from Victoria to take up land to the west of this 

, place.
297. During your residence in this district, has it been progressive or otherwise ? It has been progressive;
but within the last six months trade has been very much depressed—that is owing to the heavy drought 

.from which people have not yet recovered. ■
298. Do many carriers come to and go from Nyngan ? I think the average is about 4 or 5 per day leaving 
Nyngan. Those teams come from Nymagee, Cobar, and the surrounding back districts. Several come in

. from the west of Nymagee.
299. Do the bulk of the carriers come from the direction of Cobar ? Yes ; Cobar and Nymagee.
300. Dr. Oarran.] Do you think that this district is fairly stocked at present ? No ; because a lot of stock 
died during the drought and the stations have not been re-stocked.
301. Before the last drought, was the country fairly stocked? Yes.
302. Is the reason for not re-stocking the fact that the squatters fear a drought again ? Yes; and

. because there is no way of getting stock away in case of drought, , ,
303. Do you think that if there were a railway running from here to Werris Creek, we could find room in 
New England for all the perishing sheep in this country ? Not if the whole of them were removed there ; 
but there are a great many other places besides the New England district. There is very often a good

, season at Orange when there is a bad season here.
304. "Were not many of the stations taken up and stocked in the first instance when the distance from a 
railway was twice what it is at present ? Yes.
305. So that the long cartage did not keep back the stocking of the runs ? No ; but the squatters then 
had the land on much easier terms.
306. Supposing no more railways were made at all, would that keep back the stocking of the country ? .
At present it does keep it back. If there was a railway the squatters would stock every inch of unstocked 
country. "
307. Do you think that more sheep would then be kept within a certain radius of Cobar than are kept at
present? Yes ; because the squatters could get fat stock to market at a day’s notice. •- . -•
308. Mr. TonJcini] Is the river at Wilcannia always navigable ? No ; I have known a whole year when 
it was not navigable. It is only during nine months of the year that they can get light loads from

,• Wilcannia. .
, 309. Do you think that if the proposed railway were constructed, the traffic that now goes by the river 
would be diverted by the railway line ? I think that at least one half of it would. I have known teams 
to be stuck up for three months when they have been loaded with wool. , .
310. Have you ever known any stations where they have had to store the wool because they were not 
able to get it away by the river ? Yes ; I have known that to occur at Tiltagura, 80 miles west of Cobar.

311.
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311. Would the railway benefit that station ? Tes. They send their wool this way now, but it is a long 
distance.
312. Do you think that if a railway were made the squatters would be inclined to pay more than the 
usual railway rates in return for the benefits they would derive from the railway ? 1 think they would, 
on account of their being able to get away their produce quicker than they are able to do at present.
313. Do you believe that if the railway were constructed beyond Cobar to Wilcannia and Broken Hill it 
would be immediately a payable line ? Yes.
314. Do you think that if it is constructed to Cobar only it would be worked at a loss for some 
time ? Tes, for a short time; but I believe that Cobar will be a very rich gold-mining district.
315. When the river has not been navigable, how do people obtain their provisions and stores? By means 
of teams from Hay, 100 miles west of Cobar ; to that distance from Nyngan.
316. Mr. O’Sullivan.'] Do you think that millions of sheep could be saved in this district during the 
drought if they could be taken away to the mountainous country by rail ? Tes.
317. Dr. Garran.] Are you chairman of the Progress Committee here ? Tes.
318. Do you think that the opinions you express are the opinions of the people generally ? The people 
generally in Nyngan are in favour of the proposed railway, and there are only a few opposed to it.
319. Are you the spokesman of the Progress Committee ? Tes.

Mr. Ralph Stephen Pemberton Clay, postmaster, Nyngan, sworn, and examined:—•
Mr. 320. Chairman?] Are you the postmaster at Nyngan ? Tes, since 1883.

R. S. P. Clay. 321. Has there been much progress in the district since you have been here? For two years after I came
■ r---- - here the progress was very marked. When I first opened the Nyngan office, in 1883, my telegraph cash
5 Ocfc., 1889. was per week, which meant messages transmitted. The messages received would amount to another 

£40 a week. Allowing for free matter telegraphed, that would amount to another £10 per week: so that 
£90 per week would be the receipts for the telegraph office. That lasted from 1883 to 1884, and up till 
the middle of 1885, when Byrock was opened, In 1884 the postal traffic was enormous. In twenty-eight 
days we used to sell £100 worth of stamps ; that would be in small numbers. The same business was 
carried on during 1884 and 1885, until Byrock was opened ; until that time this was the terminus of the 
railway. At that time the population of Nyngan was estimated at about 3,000.
322. What happened in 1886? It became droughty then. 1883 saw the end of a very bad drought. I 
believe it had not rained for two years.
823. To what do you attribute the prosperity of the years 1883, 1884, and 1885 ? To railway communica
tion solely. This town was a sheep-run until the railway came here.
324. When the railway passed on was there a marked difference ? The railway was opened as far as 
Byrock in 1885. There was no difference felt for the first six months afterwards, but after that there 
was a gradual fading away. People then began to make Byrock the centre.
325. W as 1886 a bad year ? About that period, I think, the drought again set in for fourteen or fifteen 
months.
326. What has been the business in your department since the railway was opened as far as Byrock ? It has 
been diminishing gradually. I think it has now reached zero. Notwithstanding that, there is great 
traffic in my department, because there are five towns concentrated here.
327. Is that for the distribution of letters ? Yes.
328. Is that business remunerative ? Tes; that is what sustains Nyngan. It is foreign traffic. I 
believe that a railway to Cobar would bring back a certain amount of traffic which we are losing.
329. What makes you think so ? There are nine or ten squattages between here and Cobar. I believe 
that the rapid transit by rail would induce people to settle on the land along there. I think that previous 
witnesses have overlooked an important fact—that is, that in times of drought a railway would enable 
squatters to carry water to their perishing stock. I have known water to be brought from Trangie to 
Nyngan.
330. But would not that he only for household purposes ? It might be used in many ways.
331. Dr. Garran.] Are not the sheep scattered all over the country, and how could you carry the water 
to the sheep, or the sheep to the water, seeing that there is no grass in times of drought ? I understand 
that the railway would pass in the immediate vicinity of the squattages to which I refer. The squatter 
could bring his stud sheep, cattle, and horses down to the railway line. In that ease the railway would 
only benefit those men whose stations abutted on the railway.
332. What business is done between here and Cobar as regards postage ? It is a thing of no moment.
333. Has it fallen back very much since the Cobar mine has been closed ? Even when the Cobar mine' 
was in full swing there was not much postal traffic between the two places.
334. Are you in favour of the proposed railway to Cobar ? Personally I should be a groat loser if the 
railway were carried to Cobar; but knowing from experience how a railway develops the country, I think 
it would be a great public advantage to make a railway. The opening of a line to Cobar would develop 
a great deal of country beyond Cobar.

A. R. 
M'JKellar, 

I£sq.

5 Oct., 1889

Archibald R. M‘Kellar, Esq., Manager of Commercial Bank, Nyngan, sworn, and examined:—■
335. Chairman.] Are you the Manager of the Commercial Bank at Nyngan ? Tes.
336. Can you state in a general way the financial position of the people in this district ? People in the 
town are not, I think, in a very good financial position, but all the large holders iu the district are, I 
think, pretty well to do. The inhabitants here seem to be a struggling population.

• 337. By the people in the district do you mean the large pastoral lessees ? Tes.
338. Do they appear to be on a good financial basis ? Tes, taking an average.
339. Have you any business to do with the selectors in the district? Tes, slightly.
340. Are they financially sound? I think so, taking them all through. Of course a selector here cannot 
manage unless he has capital behind him. A selector coming to the district with no money could not do 
anything.
341. Do you care to state if any selectors in the district are mortgaged ? None are mortgaged to us. I
(i,m not in a position to give definite information as to whether or not they are mortgaged elsewhere.
' ‘ ' ' '
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342. Have you been in the town for a long time ? Fourteen months. .
343. "While the financial position of the people is not what might he called remarkably sound, can we 
regard it as fairly good for a country town ? Tes, for a new town like this.
344. Is the state of the town better or worse financially since you came here ? It is about the same.
345. Dr. Garran.'] Is the'financial position of the town largely due to its being depressed, as compared 
with, its previous prosperity ? I think that the depression is due to the drought. If there is any 
difference in the financial position of the town, that would be the cause of it.
34G. Is there room here for a town as the centre of a large district ? Tes.

A. E.
M'Kellar, 

.. Esq. i

5 Oct., 1889.

Sydney F. H. Lane, Esq., Manager of the Australian Joint Stock Bank, Nyngan, sworn, and
examined :—

347. Chairman.] Are you the manager of the Nyngan branch of the Australian Joint Stock Bank ? Tes. S. F. H. Lane,
348. How long have you been here ? About five months.
349. How many banks are there here ? Two. There were three until quite recently. There was a branch
of the Mercantile Bank here, but it closed about a month ago. 0 ‘
350. Was that in consequence of a falling off in business ? Tes.
351. By reason of other banks coming here ? Perhaps so. There were three banks in existence here for 
three or four years.
352. Is the financial position of the town generally a stable one ? The townspeople generally are in a, 
very fair position.
353. Are the free selectors in the district doing well, or otherwise ? I understand there are not many 
selectors in the district. We have about half a dozen of them on our books, and with the exception of 
one or two they appear to be in very good positions.
354. Have they been here any length of time ? About twelve or eighteen months.
355. Are their farms largely cultivated ? I only know of three selections in the district that are culti
vated. I have not had an opportunity of seeing many of the outlying places since I came here.
356. Is the district progressive or retrogressive as regards banking business ? I think the banking ‘ 
business has fallen off during the last few years ; but I fancy I can notice a revival—that is, during the 
last month or two.; but perhaps it is on account of the large shearing operations going on in the district,
357. Do the squatters operate largely on your books ?. They keep small local accounts for paying shearers.

Augustus Lyne, Esq., grazier and agent, sworn, and examined :—
358. Chairman.] What is your occupation ? Grazier and agent. A. Lyne, Esq.
359. Where is your run ? It is all round Nyngan and joins it. It is called Nyngan East run. It is n
partly selected and partly leasehold. It comprises about .10,000 acres. 5 Oct., 1869.
360. What are your views with regard to the proposed railway from Nyngan to Cobar ? It certainly 
would be a benefit to the squatters in the back country; and I believe that if the line were made, a great
deal of country would be taken up in small areas for agriculture, and selection would go on to a great ’ ' 1
extent between here and Cobar. I do not know anything about the country on the other side.
361. Since the railway has been extended to Nyngan, has it caused much selection ? Every inch of land ■ ■ T ! ® 
available anywhere near the line has been taken up under the free selection clauses.
362. Are they doing good business? I think most of the selectors are in a very fair way of prospering.
363. Do they cultivate much? No, they graze—principally sheep, and sometimes cattle.
364. How do they manage for W'ater ? In some cases they select on the river, where there is natural water; 
in other cases they have to make tanks.
365. Is there a large amount of land available for settlement between here and Cobar ? I think the whole
of the land between here and Cobar, except a few odd patches, is open for selection. •
366. Is it suitable for that purpose ? I think so.
367. What about the want of water ? They would have to conserve water there the same as they have to 
do on this side of the river. They have better means of catching the water out there than we have on 
this side, because the country there is more or less hilly.
368. Would not any selector there have to be a man of some capital, or would he not have to be consider
ably assisted at the outset ? Tes; just the same as on this side, if he started with nothing the chances 
are he would break.
369. What would be a reasonable amount of capital for a selector to start with ? I should think that 
£1,000 would be required to make a certainty of it.
370. Do you think that if this railway were constructed to Cobar it would be the means of drawing in a 
large amount of business that does not now come to the railway? I think a great many selectors would 
follow the line along and take up every inch of land available.
371. With regard to existing industries and squattages, do you think it would be the means of drawing 
wool and stock to the railway ? I cannot say. I do not think it would increase the traffic very much.
At present the stations generally send their wool to the railway at some point. I do not know anything 
about the mining industry ; but I have heard that there is a large mining industry in the Cobar district 
which only requires working up. •
372., Dr. Garran.] When you first took up your run, which was the nearest railway station? Dubbo.
373. Do you keep more sheep per acre now than you did then? Tes.
374. Is that due to your greater proximity to the railway? No; it is due to improving the land by 
ringbarking.
375. Has not the extension of the railway induced you to stock your run more? No.
376. Do you think that the construction of a line from here to Cobar would lead to the district, being
more heavily stocked ? No ; except that the selectors would take up the land and improve it more than . ■' ■ ,
the stations do at present. Then the land will carry more stock. . '
377. Do the free selectors about here keep more stock per acre than you do? Near Nyngan the land j 3 -
has only been taken up about twelve months, and some of the selectors have not stocked up to the present. " " "" *"
I think that thelancl iyIU carry more stpclythan they keep at present, in proportion tp the land they have,
ythen improved. ’

' .........................m:
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A.* Ifynej'SJsq. 378. Do you think that on the selections more sheep per acre will be kept than under the large station
e/rnAioQQ system? Tes; by,improving the land, by making water, and ringbarking. _
5 ct,, 1889. gyg X)o you think that the selectors will go in for cultivating the soil in future P Tes; they are doing it 

already.
380. Do you think that the prosperity of the country will be advanced by the subdivision of the present 
holdings ? Tes.
381. Does every fresh railway extension tend to develop that change ? That has been proved to be the 
case so far as Nyngan district is concerned.
382. Mr. O'Sullivan^ Can you estimate the number of sheep and cattle which died during the last
drought in this district ? No; but I have heard that on several stations they have lost about one-third 
of their stock. Some have lost more and some less. .
383. If a line were constructed from Nyngan to Wilcannia, and from Nyngan to Werris Creek, so as to

, give access to New England, how many sheep could be saved in a drought P I cannot give an opinion ;
but during the last drought, if the proposed railway had been in existence, pretty well all of the sheep might 
have been saved if they were removed. However, people have a prejudice against moving their sheep.

■ • They very often prefer to leave them to die on the station.
384). Do you think that the railway to Cobar would be likely to pay as a local line within a reasonable 
period ? I do not know any of the figures connected with the line; but I think trade would increase very 
considerably if a line were made to Cobar.
385. Does the route of the proposed railway run through the leasehold or the resumed areas? Through 
both, I think.
386. Is it good land for settlement ? Tes ; I should call it very good land. It requires improvement. 
The water will have to be conserved and ringbarking carried out. It is very rich soil. With fairly good 
fortune as to seasons, the selectors could do very well if they started with a little capital.
387. Mr. Hurley.How long have you been in this district ?" About eight years.
388. Where used the wool be sent to before the railway came to Nyngan ? To Dubbo.
389. Are the squattages in a healthier state financially now than they were then ? I think they are just

1 about the same. ... . . .
390. Has the construction of a railway been a great facility in squatting pursuits here ? Tes, in one 
way; but as it brought selectors it was perhaps a disadvantage in another way.
391. Are you aware that cattle trains are run at a loss at present ? I have heard so.
392. Do you not think that the pastoralists could pay a higher freight than they are paying at present for 
sending cattle to market ? The present rate is about one-fourth the value of the stock, and I think it is 
quite high enough.

• > 393. Has not the making of the railway afforded facilities to the pastoralists, while it has been a loss to 
the State P Tes, that is possibly the case.

PABHAMENTAEY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEKS.

' Mr. Walter Jurd,Public School Teacher, Nyngan, sworn, and examined:—
t/U. jurd. 394. Chairman^ Are you the Public School teacher ? Tes ; I have held that position for two years and 

nine months.
5 Oct., 1889. £95. What is the attendance at school at present ? The average weekly attendance is 148. One day 

this week there were 154 at school. In 1888 the average attendance for the year was 101'9. In 1887 it 
was stiU less; in 1886 it was only 75'5.
396. We have had it stated in evidence that the population of the town is falling off very largely ? That 
is not borne out by the attendance at the school. When I first came here the school was a small building, 
and it was nearly large enough. We have now got a new school building, capable of holding 150 
children, but it is not large enough for the present attendance.
397. Are they new comers to the district? Tes, most of them are.
398. Do the same children keep on coming to school ? The population has been more settled during the 
Jast six months than during the previous year. This year the attendance is more regular than it was
last. . . .
399. Are there any other schools in the district? There is a Eoman Catholic school, at which, I believe', 
there is a large attendance. I think there are going to that school about two-thirds of the number which 
we have going to the public school. It may be a little less.
400. Do yoit think that the children now attending are the children of people who are settled in the dis-, 
friet ? Most of them have been here since the beginning of the year. We have had about twelve new 
comers during the last six months.
401.. M*- O'Sullivan.'] We have it in evidence that the population of the town has decreased;—how do 
you account for the fact that the number of children has increased ? I was not aware that the popula
tion had decreased. ' ,
402. May it be accounted for by the fact that in the earlier days of the town the pioneers did not bring 
their families with them, and that they have since done so ? That has not been the case since I have

~h
403. How far does your school district extend ? Most of the children live within a radius of 2 miles.

'‘404. At your school and the Bbman Catholic school there are about 250 children receiving instruction in 
Nyngan ? Tes; fully that; because what I have given is the average attendance. There were nearly 200 
children on ‘the rolls last quarter.

Mr. John G-. Keane, auctioneer, and Secretary to the Carriers’ Union, Nyngan, sworn, and
examined:—

Mr. 405. Chairman.] What is your occupation ? Auctioneer and Secretary to the Carriers’ Union.
J. G, Keane."406. How long has that Union been established ? Two years in June last.

,407. Is it merely a local society ? Tes; it has been established at Coolabar recently. There is no 
5 Oct., 1889. Union at Cobar.

'408. What are your views with regard to the Nyhgan-Cobar railway ? If the railway goes to Cobar and 
"Stops there it will never be a paying line. If it goes through to Wilcannia and Broken Hill I have no 
doubt it will be successful. ' 409.
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409. What is the amount of traffic between Nyngan and Oobar at present ? The general merchandise r?#
loaded for the township would not exceed at present 12 tons a week from Nyngan to Cobar. At present * ^e*
we have the wool season on, and the traffic in wool is great. We have twenty teams a week from Cobar
to Nyngan, and each team averages 5 tons. •
410. How many teams carry the outgoing traffic to Cobar ? About two. We have lost a great deal of 
the traffic lately as the main traffic to Cobar now goes through Coolabar. It is about 7 miles shorter from 
Nyngan to Cobar than from Coolabar to Cobar, but there is a dispute between the storekeepers and the 
Carriers Union. In dry seasons it is almost impossible to travel to Coolabar, because the tanks are the 
private property of the squatters, and they will not allow the carriers to use them.
411. Is the road which the teams travel from Cobar to Coolabar in a state of nature ? Tes; there is no
surveyed road. The teams get through that country fairly well. It is not such good country to travel 
through as it is from Nyngan to Cobar, and the carriers prefer to travel from Nyngan: . -
412. If the railway were made from Nyngan to Cobar would the drays be able to travel over the cross 
roads so as to feed the railway along its length ? Tes. The most of the country along the line is better 
than the road to Coolabar.
413. What number of teams on an average go from Nyngan to Cobar, and come from Gobar to Nyngan
during the week at present? About twenty-five teams. We have altogether about 200 teams here 
making a living from inward and outward loading. The fact of the Cobar mine having stopped lately 
makes it somewhat worse for the carriers. :
414. Do those twenty-five teams come here from the west ? Tes ; from the direction of Nymagee and 
Cobar. I think they are making a fairly good living. The teams have from nine to twelve horses, very 
few less than nine. I think the largest teams earn from between £300 and £400 a year gross earnings; 
the others something less.
415. What is the rate per ton for carriage between Nyngan and Cobar ? At present it is £3 15s.; that
is low. .
416. How high have you known it to be ? Prom £12 to £14 per ton ; I have known it to be £12 last 
year in the wet weather. Only very strong teams can carry goods in wet weather. Only a few of the 
carriers work energetically. When £12 a ton is charged they can only carry light loads, and they require 
to have extra horses.
417. What does the outward traffic generally consist of ? General merchandise, rock salt, and so on 
during the wool season. During the dry seasons there is an immense quantity of forage going out.
418. When the wool season ceases is there a marked falling off in the traffic ? Tes a great many carriers 
then turn their horses out and go away tank sinking, fencing, and to other work.
419. At present can two teams a week do all the work between here and Cobar for outward load
ing ? Tes. The majority of the carriers bring in wool and go out to the stations empty.
420. Are there any selectors? Tes, that is where the extra carriers come from. When the wool 
season comes round the selectors use their horses for carrying wool.
421. If the railway were constructed would there be any difficulty for graziers and others in getting their 
produce carried to the line ? None whatever; they could get to the line in the worst of weather.
422. Have you ever considered the question of extending the railway beyond Cobar? Tes that has 
always been my view of it. That is the only reason vs by I would advocate the railway. I think that the 
business which would be brought from Wilcannia and that district would enhance the profits of the 
railway very much. I am quite sure that a railway from Nyngan to Cobar alone would not pay.
423. From whom does the opposition to this railway come in Nyngan ? Generally from a few people who 
hold property and who seem to fear that if the railway goes to Cobar it will damage Nyngan.
•424. Do the carriers as a body object to the railway ? Tes.
425. Dr. GarranP\ What is the longest time you have ever known the traffic to be stopped between 
Nyngan and Cobar for horse teams ? I do not know that it has ever been permanently stopped. The 
longest time that the traffic has been delayed has been a fortnight.
426. During periods like that would it have been possible for a team with half a load to get through ?
T think so.
427. We are told that sometimes supplies runs so short at Cobar that food is sold at famine pricesdo
you know that to be a fact ? I have known things to be sold at very high prices, but I attribute that 
more to the people in Cobar themselves than to the state of the roads. My experience during the last 
few years is that people in Cobar do not order enough stores. .
428. Is that due to carelessness ? It may be carelessness or some other reason. I do not know any reason 
why they should only have a fortnight’s stock in hand.
429. If they kept a month’s stock of necessaries at Cobar there would never need to be a famine ? Tes.

■ 430. If they waited until the roads dried up would they ever have to pay £12 a ton for the carriage ?
Sometimes for two or three months the road is in a bad state.
431. During three months of such weather what would be the average cartage ? About £9 per ton or 
very nearly three times the usual rate.
432. What is the lowest rate you have ever known ? 25s. per ton.
433. Could the carriers make a living at such a rate ? No, it was a cut-throat business. ,

- 434. If a railway were made could those teams of waggons and horses compete with a railway ? It would 
not pay them to do so. I do not think there need be any fear of competition.
435. If the Government treated this proposed railway as a branch line and tried to raise the rate 25 per 
cent, higher than those on the trunk line would the teamsters then have a chance of competing with 
the railway? They would never be able to compete with the railway. I know no instance where 
teamsters do compete with the railway.
436. How high could the Government raise the rates without provoking the competition of teamsters ? ~ ‘
They would have to go very much above the present rates. For instance, we can get goods carried from
Dubbo to Nyngan, a distance of 100 miles, for about 10s. a ton, and we are paying £3 15 per ton to have • ■
goods carried by teams from here to Cobar. ,
437. Mr. Copeiand^] How many of the 200 teams connected with the Association are working direct 

‘ between here and Cobar ? Between Nyngan, Cobar, and Nymagee, there are about 150 teams. The
average number of horses to a team would be seven or eight. There are not more than twenty engaged 
between Coolabar and Cobar. The rate of cartage from -Coolabar and Cpbar is £3 per ton. There- is a 
• difference

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—BAILWAY PBOM NYNGAN TO COBAB. if
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difference of 8s. or 8s. 6d. per ton in tlie trainage of goods from Nyngan to Coolabar. The carriers 
•J. G. Keane. prefer travelling from Nyngan.
60ct"_1889 number of tons come from Cobar to Nyngan per week? From GO to 70 tons.

’’ ’ 439. How many tons are sent from Nyngan to Cobar per week? About 15 tons at present.
440. Are 150 teams engaged all the year in tailing that amount of loading backwards and forwards ? 
Certainly not; the teams diminish very greatly after the wool season.
441. Is very much food required for those teams ? In dry seasons there is, but not at present. The food 
that is used in dry seasons is obtained from Orange, Bathurst, and Sydney, and in dry seasons there is an 
immense traffic here in supplying that horse feed.
442. If a railway were constructed would that traffic cease ? Tes, in dry seasons.
443. Is the feed consumed at Cobar taken out by those teams ? Yes.
444. What is the cost of carriage to Nymagee from here? £3. Nymagee is 67 miles from here, and 
Cobar 80 miles.
445. Mr. HurleyIs it correct to state that in good weather three first-class teams could do all the trade 
between here and Cobar ? Tes ; no doubt that is the case.
446. How is it that you state that 150 teams using 1,200 horses are employed in carrying on this trade ? 
The teams I have named are engaged in bringing in wool, and not in carrying on the ordinary traffic 
between here and Cobar.
447. Do you look upon £3 15s. per ton as a fair charge for cartage ? It pays exceedingly well under 
certain circumstances.
448. Mr. O'Sullivan^] Are not some of the goods which are used at Cobar sent from Girilambone ? Not 
to my knowledge—it must be a very light traffic, as there is no open road there.
449. Seeing that the traffic to Cobar is divided at present, is the ordinary traffic between Nyngan 
and Cobar at the present moment a fair criterion as to the ordinary trade between the two places? 
Certainly it is not. This is the worst season we have ever had. What I have said as to the traffic is based 
entirely on the season.
450. Is your Carriers Union organized as a Trade Union? We are organized under the Priendly 
Society’s Act.
451. What dispute had the storekeepers with the Union carriers as to the rates of carriage ? There was a 
dispute between the carriers and the forwarding agents.
452. What was the cause of the dispute ? They loaded with non-union teams which carried goods for 80s. 
a ton. The carriers objected to that. They formed a union and that was the cause of the strike.
453. Did not some dispute occur which diverted the traffic to Coolabar ? That was not caused by any 
dispute; it was caused by the rate of cartage during wet weather. The majority of our carriers were out 
in the interior, and we had to depend upon a very few carriers. The result was that they asked for higher 
rates. The agents gave them those rates, but the storekeepers objected to it, and diverted the trade to 
Coolabah. They made arrangements with private teams.
454. If the railway were made to Cobar would it be likely to secure all the traffic now going on between 
Coolabah, Girilambone, and Cobar ? It would certainly secure all the traffic from Coolabah.
455. And also from Girilambone ? The traffic is coming chiefly all this way.
456. You spoke of teams earning from £300 to £400 a year ;—do the carriers keep horses and pay all 
expenses out of that sum? Tes ; carrying in this district is a long way from being a profitable occupation.
457. Would it pay to run a train three times a week to Cobar if the line were made ? I have no doubt it 
would pay. It would not pay at once to run direct to Cobar. One train a month would do for the traffic 
at present so far as all the stuff we have to send out is concerned.
458. Dr. Garran.] What is the distance from Coolabah to Cobar ? 7 miles less than the distance from
Nyngan to Cobar.
459. .Mr. Tonkin^] When the wool season is over would three teams be sufficient to do all the work both 
ways between Nyngan and Cobar? Yes ; if the copper mines are idle.
460. That would be 18 tons per week each way ? Tes.
461. Tet you fancy it would pay to run a train three times a week to Cobar ? Tes ; taking the whole 
season into consideration. In dry weather it would be necessary to have a train every day to Cobar.
462. If there is a drought, or if the mines improve, do you think that a railway would pay ? Tes.
463. By the construction of this railway you will not bring any new traffic to Nyngan ? No ; except by 
new settlement.
464. Mr. Copeland.] How many teams were at work when the mines were in full work? I think 150 
teams were going backwards and forwards regularly then. Since the mines have been closed the loss to 
the teamsters has been very considerable.
465. Do you think if the copper mine were reopened and in full work it would again give employment to

. 150 teams ? Tes. Each team would carry 5 tons.
466. "Would they be likely to be fully loaded both ways ? Tes ; there were 700 or 800 people employed
there when the mines were in full work. -
467. Is there any chance of growing feed between here and Cobar ? Tes; in good seasons we have most
prolific crops. ■
468. Has irrigation been attempted at all ? Not for growing crops. There is some slight irrigation going 
on for gardens and orchards. I have seen tremendous crops of hay in this district, some yielding 5 tons 
to the acre.

16 1‘ARIIAiIEXIAlir STAXDIKO COltSIIXTEE Off PUBLIC W0E2S.

Mr. Richard Harris, storekeeper, Nyngan, sworn, and examined
Mr.E.Hams. 469. Chairman.] What is your occupation ? Storekeeper.
^^ 470. Mr. Hurley.] How long have you been resident in the district ? Since 1872. I have been engaged 

5 Oct., 1889. in mining, hawking, and storekeeping.
471. Do the storekeepers look upon the construction of the proposed Nyngan to Cobar line favourably or 
unfavourably. Some of them look upon it favourably and others unfavourably,
472. Is that from a selfish point of view ? It is a certainty that the storekeepers wou Id derive some 
benefit from the construction of the line.
,473. Would that be a temporary benefit ? Tes.

474.
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474. Would it be injuiious to the town hereafter if the railway were constructed ? I imagine it wduld be.' Mr. B. fiarris.
/o. Do you think the railway would he a profitable investment P I do not think it would pay for a Ion0" 

time. It requires more population. ° 5 Oct., 1889.
5° you th.ink thafc the land is suitable for inducing population to settle ? I do not think so.. '

4‘77. Do you think that there is any likelihood of the district between here and Cobar giving 'work to a large 
population I do not think so. . The New Burra Burra Copper-mine has just been opened out.
4/b. Why do you think there will not he a population settled upon the country, along the line ? The 
seasons are so dangerous here that I am afraid they would perish. The first two years that I lived in 
(jiniambone, we had only 13 inches of rain in two years. .
fi79! 'D? 7011 tkat lf water were conserved, or if artesian wells were sunk, people would settle on 
the land between here and Cobar ? There is no doubt that that would change the appearance of thino-s 
considerably. ° J1 ° .
Une ?D No011 ^ W°Uld ^ ^ COnducive to the benefit of tte State to construct this railway

481. Are the selectors about this district in a progressive state or are they going back ? In the neigh- 
■ ™rh-£?d 0 . , ynSaa 7 believe they are in a progressive state, but we have not many here.
482. Imancially are they particularly healthy ? Tes.
483 Does not that show a good prospect ? Yes ; but there is a difference between the land hero and 
the land between here and Cohar.
484’ ®-ow maaly selectors are there about INTyngan? I suppose that within a few miles of Kyngan there 
are fifteen or twenty. There is room for thousands here if there were plenty of water. However two or 
three years might pass away before a man could get enough water to fill a tank
Elver here ^ ^ SeleCt°rS here have difficulties to contend with P We have always had the 3

486 Is there not room for increased population here ? Tos, any amount. Those already settled on the 
Danks or the river are m fair circumstances. J
foI‘ th?re .any unemployed in this town ? I do not think there are many.
poncprnpdeh,T^eSS hereur ef? 1 have bca1rd nothing to the contrary so far as stores are
concerned, but some of the public-houses seem to be changing hands. *
4S9. Is there not sufficient inducement, considering the consumption of the district, for an agricultural
class to settle here ? I am afraid there is not for some time. ufeiwuniuji
betteSufil tE/e011 t0 UpQl1 Bathurst and 0range for your grain and fodder P^They have a

491. Do you attribute it to a want of education on the part of the people with regard to agriculture ? 
foo about ier.e aJe bke niyself ; they know nothing about agriculture.
SLf wTyTf0t tl1® fai,lur®T°^ ngfculture be attributable to the want of knowledge on the part of 
likePto take the^isk^ ^ ^ 1 ^ 18 attnbutable to the uncertainty of the rainfall. People do not

V™ P° 1 understand that you are not opposed to this railway from a selfish point of view?
b^e n° mterest whatever m the town except the stock I have got.

How “any of the fifteen or twenty selectors in this neighbourhood are west of 
Cobar road ? There may be two or three, perhaps four.

495. What do the men in the immediate neighbourhood of Hyngan do ? They have gardens and they
cultivate a little. They grow very small patches of wheat y ° tn., ana tney
496. Is there flour in the district ? There is none nearer than Dubbo ‘
iS^diS^XrftbehSw??J8,,t£r“ml““et”D“bl0? Kotf">m i

498. Do you think that any of the country between here and Cobar would be fit to take up for any other
purpose than for sheep ? I think agriculture would be very uncertain 1 1
499. Are you m business in a large way ? No, in a small way. I have no business connection with Cobar.

D*: Garran.} Do you know the country well between Porbes and Mount Hope ? Tes. '
rno’ t > couutry • Y^a l ^ is similar to the country between Nyngan and Dubbo.
502. Is it fairly watered ? Tes, by the Lachlan.
503. Could you take a railway down the valley of the Lachlan with great ease ? Tes

I ™ llltougi th«. I

505 Mr. O'Sullivan^] Which do you think would be the better route to take a line to Broken Hill • the '
route from Cowra through Porbes/Condobolin, and the valley of the Lachlan, or the route now urouosed
roT 4° C°bar { 1 Sb0uld say tbat tbe route from Forbes is the better one. proposed
o06. Why P Because there is so much agricultural country about Forbes.
kao t 1,tIwatered well enough to he relied upon as agricultural country ? I think so
k n mltbere Very mucb water between the Lachlan and the Darling ? No.

0 ; Then you could only depend upon the agricultural country as far as the Lachlan ? ’ There is a let of -
agricultural country about Condobolin. * 1

510.
511.
512. 
I ha
513.

sworn, and examined:—Mr. Albert Brownlow, storekeeper, Nyngan,
Chairman.] What is yeur occupation ? Storekeeper.
Mr. Copeland.] Have you any business connection with Cobar? T hive i email Tmn i. . T1Mr- , Are you favourable or advert to the construction of the prosed rX^Tom^an to S^tr ? AT^°W-

513" mTha^rr^0 ^ ra^ay’but at I am slightly unfavolrahle to ft ° b " ? 577^9.
ii Why have you changed your opinion ? On account of the present state 0* Cohar Tim mlnA Baa

5 but * * should revive I would still be in favour of the railwaf haS
514. Wouid not the construction of the railway be likely to revive the mine P T am m
515. Are there not other copper-mines in the district which would he benefited bv He em 7

^ 1 baTe beard -ports of the Mn? COnstrUctl011 of tbe

a macadamized road or a railway made > specially m weo weather. There must either bo
5 (a)—0

517.
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517. Do you think that the people of Cobar would be willing to pay a fair price for carriage by rail in,
A. Brownlow. comparjson with what they are paying now for carriage by horse teams ? In the past they were quite
k prepared to do so, but since the mine has been shut down I would not like to say what their opinions are.

° ’’ ’ 518. Do you send much merchandise out to Cobar ? I have a team constantly working between here and
Cobar. During the busy time I had to employ other teams, but now I cannot find enough for my own 
team to do.
519. "What is the average charge for cartage from here to Cobar ? It varies very much. A few months 
ago, in wet weather, I had to pay £12 per ton. At present it is less than £4 per ton.
520. Would a railway making three trips a week do all the cartage that is necessary at present between
here and Cobar? At present one train per week would do. _
521. Have you any knowledge of the increase or decrease of the population of Nyngan ? I cannot tell 

. what the population is at present; but about eight or ten months ago I was one of three selected by
' a committee to ascertain how many people were in the vicinity of Nyngan. At that time there were

1,°52. . . „
522. Dr. Oarran.~\ How often have the storekeepers at Cobar run short of supplies m consequence ot the 
bad state of the roads? I have received no end of telegrams from a man in charge of my store at Cobar, 
mentioning certain goods which were exhausted, and which should be sent out at once. At the same time 
I have had those provision on the road, and they would probably take a fortnight before they reached 
Cobar, on account of the state of the road.
523. Is a fortnight the longest time you have had a team on the road ? Tes ; but I have known other 
teams to be twice that length of time on the road,
524. How often does this short supply occur ? Whenever we have heavy rain.
525. Would 1 inch of rain make the road impassable ? No, but 4 or 6 inches of rain would prevent teams
from getting through. to
526 Is it the custom to keep the stores short-supplied with goods, trusting to fill them up from Nyngan ? 
Every storekeeper is not in a position to keep a large supply. _
527. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] What sustains Cobar during the time that the copper-mine is shut down ? There 
is a certain amount of business done outside the town altogether. It is a very good pastoral district. 
That is all they have to depend upon with the exception of the gold-mines which are working.
528. How is it that you have not a larger population settled around Nyngan? I think it is progressing 
verv favourably.
529. Is this place suitable for the growing of fruit ? Tes ; I do not suppose you could find a better
district in New South Wales, provided we get anything like a favourable season. . _
530. Under these circumstances how is it that people have not gone in more for fruit-growing ? . We have 
scarcely had time yet. I think that' oranges and grapes would grow to great advantage in this district.
531. Has the opportunity of growing fruit not been seized because of the apathy of the people ? It 
requires a capitalist to go into the business extensively.
532. Do you get your supplies of fruit from Sydney now ? Tes.
533. Have you sold much fruit here yourself ? Tes; I have imported 15 tons of fruit here in one month 
from Eydal.
534. Might all that fruit have been grown in the district? Tes.
535. Do you think there is a very good opening here for thatinaustry ? I am quite sure of it.
536. Is there anything else that would induce the settlement of a large population here ? There is no
doubt that very good wheat and oats could be grown here, There is not the slightest doubt that if we 
had irrigation this would be a very prosperous part of the country. ...
537. Have you noticed many unemployed about this district ? I have been quite sick of their calling m 
for something to eat; but during the last month I do not think I have seen one. At present, during the 
shearing season, any one willing to work can obtain employment. No doubt the unemployed will be here 
again, as they come annually. When they spend their cheques they cannot get work, and they must 
either starve or beg.
538. Is the financial position of this town healthy ? It is not too healthy. _
539. Is not that chiefly attributable to the fact that there are a greater number of people in business than 
there are customers ? It is attributable to the past drought.
540. Mr. Copeland.] What sort of fruit thrives well here ? . Principally oranges and grapes. Various
other kinds of fruit do remarkably well. Pigs will also grow here _
541. Has any one ever attempted to preserve fruit, or to make raisins ? I have heard of its being done, 
but not to a great extent.
542. Have grapes been grown on a large scale? No, it is merely an experiment.
543. Has the fruit industry been merely experimental so far ? Tes ; it takes some trees five or six years to 
grow to maturity.
544. Has ever wine been made here ? It has been made on a small scale.
545. Have almonds been tried ? Tes, they grow well. Pumpkins and melons grow without any culti
vation. Potatoes grow here, but they do not seem to do as well as in other places.
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The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed railway from Nyngan to Cobar.

Mr.
H. F. Hall.
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Mr. Henry Pisher Hall, hotelkeeper, Hermitage Plains, sworn, and examined :
546. Chairman^] What is your occupation ? Hotelkeeper, farmer, poundkeeper, post-master, Hermitage 
Plains. I have lived here nearly eleven years. I took up a selection of 320 acres, and I had a conditional 
lease, all fenced, of three times that area. 5‘*'•
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547. Does the route of the proposed railway pass near your property ? Yes. There is a deviation of
about 40 paces from the original survey near my property. '
548. What does the traffic between Nyngan and Cohar generally consist of ? Teams conveying wool and 
copper to Nyngan, and outloading containing supplies for Cobar. The traffic has not been very large 7 0ct->1889- 
lately, since the railway went to Bourke. Before that the traffic was tremendous. Now, however, a
great deal of the traffic goes to Coolabar, and the Budgery wool now goes to Girilambone.
549. How much cultivated land have you ? 30 acres under wheat, and a little oats and barley. Those
crops are very successful. It is about eight years since I put in the first crop, and I was more or less 
successful every year until last winter, which was exceptional, owing to the want of rain. Oats, as a 
rule, are not so successful as wheat. I have had wheat 4 feet 6 inches and 5 feet high when the oats were 
not 18 inches high. I have had good crops here when the crops at Dubbo and Wellington have been a 
failure. .
550. Is this district peculiarly suitable for the growth of wheat ? Yes, we have ample rain here in the 
winter time with the exception of a few seasons—barley does well if sown early. The crop is growing 
from the time it is put in until the warm weather comes on, and it is then fit to cut.
551. Have you a ready market for this produce ? Yes, as chaff but not as wheat. Mr. Kirkcaldie, in his 
report, said that there was not an acre of land under cultivation in the district between Nyngan and 
Cobar, yet at that very time I cut 3 acres of wheat which averaged 271 bushels to the acre. I sent 
about 50 bushels to Wellington to have it ground, and I hold a certificate from the proprietors of the 
mill there to say that my wheat is of a very superior class, and that the land which produced it must be 
admirably fitted for wheat nroducing, as the wheat carried a thin husk, with a large amount of flour.
552. You produce to the Committee two special certificates of merit from the Cobar Pastoral and Agricul
tural Association for wheat grown by you, and for flour made from that wheat, in June, 1888 ? Yes.
It was grown in 1887, and when I took it to Nyngan, the representative there of Wright, Heaton, & Co., 
offered me 4s. a bushel for it, when, at the same time, the market value of wheat was only 2s. 3d.
553. Could this class of wheat be grown generally in the district? Yes.
554. Is the soil easily tilled and prepared for the growth of wheat and barley? Yes. The soil is a rich 
chocolate soil, of good depth.
555. During the time you have been here have you been successful as a hotel-keeper and farmer ? Yes, 
until within the last two or three years. As a farmer I have been successful right through. As a hotel
keeper for the past three years, owing to the general depression, I have done little more than feed the 
unemployed. Up to the last two or three years there were a good many people staying at my place, 
because improvements were being carried on, and work was plentiful.
556. What amount have you expended upon permanent improvements of the property ? About £2,500.
When I started I had a few hundred pounds. I am wrell satisfied with the prosperity I have enjoyed here, 
and the most of the property which I possess has been earned here.
557. Are there many other farmers near you ? There is one within 12 miles of Nyngan—there is another 
between here and Girilambone. There is another selector who has a fruit garden only. There is a 
selector on the Nymagee road who selected lately. ■
558. Seeing that the soil is so good how is it that land is not more generally taken up ? In the first place 
it takes a certain amount of money to conserve water. I have often tried to persuade carriers to take up 
land in this neighbourhood, but it is only latterly that they have seen the mistake they have made in not 
doing so. The wave of selection is gradually coming up in this direction. Eleven years ago I could go 
from Nyngan to Dubbo and from Nyngan to Parkes, and I could take up 640 acres anywhere, but now 
you could scarcely get a selection between Nyngan and Parkes as the land is nearly all taken up. I am 
certain that the reason why there is not more selection here is that we are so far away from settlement 
owing to the want of railway communication. There are at present great difficulties in getting goods and 
produce in this district from the present railway station. In wet weather the roads are impassable, and 
in dry weather the dust is almost as bad as the mud. To show the difficulty there is in getting wool 
and produce to market I may state that I have known a load of 7 tons of wool to have remained on the 
road nine or eleven weeks in consequence of wet weather setting in. There are many other instances of 
a similar character. Erom the amount of traffic that goes along this road and which now goes to Coolabar,
I am sure that a railway from Nyngan to Cobar would be a financial success.
559. What is the present rate of carriage from here to Nyngan ? £1 15s. per ton.
560. Do you think that if the railway were made the people in the district would immediately want the 
rate of railway carriage reduced ? No, it is not the rate of carriage we look at so much as the certainty 
of getting our goods. '
561. Is there much passenger traffic between Nyngan and Cobar ? It has been sufficient to keep an 
opposition coach running for the last two or three years.
562. Who is the nearest neighbour you have engaged in grazing ? A Mr. Lowe, 6J miles away. He has 
a large station, I think he shore 120,000 or 130,000 sheep this year. He sends his wool to Girilam
bone.
563. Did he lose many sheep during the late drought? No; last year he lost a few, but nothing
considerable. °
564. Were not the losses of this district very heavy during the drought of 1887-1888 ? No, they were 
very light. They only suffered from want of water, and there was plenty of feed in the shape of scrub.
565. Mr. Copeland.'] What rent do you pay for your conditional lease ? 2d. per acre. The land which is
not under cultivation I use for grazing purposes—2 acres will feed a sheep if ringbarked and properly

■ supplied with water in ordinary seasons.
566. What weight of fleece do you get ? On an average 6| lb. Erom some sheep I get 7 lb. and
II lb. from others. Last year I sold my wool in the grease at 8-§-d. per lb.
567. Would it not pay others to select this land for the purpose of grazing sheep? Certainly. I can 
keep more sheep in proportion on my holding, and of a better class than can be kept on the larger holdings.
This country is more suitable for small holdings than large holdings.
568. Can you say what rent the squatters in this neighbourhood are paying ? No, I do not think the 
squatter is in as good a position to pay rent as I am unless he puts more water on his run and subdivides 
his paddocks.
589. How many bushels of grain per acre do you estimate you can get ? Twenty bushels at a very low 
average. 57a
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570. Do you think that if the land were sown early in the year, so as to get the benefit of the winter rains, it 
would be a reasonably safe speculation to grow wheat hero ? Tes. I would recommend ploughing in 

7 Oct 1889 ■^■arch’ and sowing before the first rains come.
‘ 571. Do you have any frost here? Tes, but it would not interfere with the growth.

572. If a railway were made here do you think there would be a probability of other persons growing 
wheat ? Yes, it would be the means of opening up the country.
573. "Why have you not grown more wheat yourself ? Because the cost of carriage is so great. I can 
get imported wheat landed here cheaper than I can grow my own wheat and send it to Dubbo to have it 
ground. Pumpkins and melons thrive here. Grapes are a thorough success, but they require watering. 
Two Prenchmen have a selection near Nymagee, and they have about 2 acres of land under grape vines ; 
—one year they made £200 by a sale of their grapes besides some wine. Mr. Lowe has a splendid vine
yard and orchard in which he grows apricots, plums, and peaches. He has tons of grapes.
574. Have you or anyone else attempted wine-making or raisin-making ? No. The caretaker at the 
Government tank has cultivated 10 acres of wheat and oats this year, and there is a splendid crop of 10 
acres of wheat at Budgery, 7 miles from here. It does not require a large quantity of seed per acre to 
grow grain here. I use 1^ bushels to the acre. The ground is so strong that it does not require to be 
deeply ploughed.
575. Do you think that the proposed route is the best for a railway between Nyngan and Cobar ? 
Certainly.
570. Do you ever have any travellers westward of Cobar coming this way ? Not latterly, but they used 
to come.
577. Jfr. Tonkin.] It does not pay you to grow a crop for wheat, but it pays you very well for chaff ? Yes.
578. What is the average tonnage you get per acre ? Prom 30 cwt. to 2 tons. I have obtained £10 a 
ton this year;—that is a good price.
579. Why do you not grow more chaff here? Because the cost of carriage eats away the profit.
580. Is there plenty of land available in this district which would grow very good crops ? Yes.
581. Mr. O' Sullivan.] Does the proposed line between here and Cobar run on the leasehold area or the 
resumed area ? At Budgery it runs through the resumed area. The next 10 miles block adjoining this 
place is all resumed area.
582. Do you know of any mineral country in this neighbourhood? Yes ; 15 or 10 miles from here there 
is a reef which gave very good indications of gold. I sank 30 or 40 feet upon it, but I could not afford to 
sink any farther. On the side of the road about two miles from here gold has been found. All round 
the ridges there is more or less gold to be obtained on the surface, but not sufficient to pay. 1A miles 
north of that spot which I have last mentioned a reef was found, which, according to assays, ran 2oz. and 
some dwt. to the ton. Pour gold and siiver leases were taken up there. £400 has been spent in sinking 
two shafts, GO feet each, 190 feet apart, and each driven 60 feet towards one another, without striking the 
reef.
583. Mr. Hurley^ What is the distance from here to Nyngan ? 27 miles. The distance from hero to
Girilambone is from 21 to 22 miles. The country between those places is very much the same ; but the 
country between here and Girilambone is not so level as between here and Nyngan. It is more favourable 
country for taking a railway between hero and Nyngan than between here and Girilambone.
584. Will the construction of a railway give an increased value to your property ? Yes.
585. If you were disposing of this property what would you ask per acre for your freehold, independent 
of the improvements ? Some little time ago I offered to sell at £3,000. The improvements have cost me 
£2,500.
586. Would you be prepared to take 100 per cent, on what it has cost you in payments to the Crown 
independently of your improvements ? No.
587. Can you say anything in relation of what you have read or heard with regard to the construction of
this railway ? The G-overnment were most antagonistic to it and at the time Mr. Kirkcaldie came up here 
he reported upon the whole line from Nyngan to Cobar without seeing it. He reported that there was 
not a single acre of land under cultivation, while at the same time I had a magnificent crop of 20 acres. 
At the same time Dawson had a good crop, and there were numerous crops around Cobar. Mr. Harper 
came past at the same time and ho tried to persuade me that there was not sufficient rain. I wanted him 
to visit my cultivation paddock but he would not do so. Those reports did us a great amount of injury. 
When the reporter of The Daily Teleyrayh visited this district I wanted him to go down to my paddock 
and see what this western country could produce, but he would not go. Soon afterwards he tried to damn 
this country. _
588. What distance are you from Nymagee ? 42^ miles in a direct line. The land is perfectly level until 
you get within a few miles of Nymagee.
589. Would this be the nearest point to Nymagee? It would be the nearest practicable point in the 
event of the railway being constructed.
590. If the railway were made, would you be prepared to pay twice the rates of carriage now charged be
tween Dubbo and Bourke ? I would indeed.
591. Do you think that the line is likely to be productive of benefit to the country ? I certainly think so. 
We should think of the future generations who will derive a benefit from it.
592. Chairman.] What is the distance from Coolabar to Cobar ? 73 miles, I think.
593. Are there any selections between Nyngan and Hermitage Plains? Only Dawson’s, Lyon’s, and my own.
594. Mr. Hurley.] With regard to the value of the land which you took up under the conditions of the 
Act of 1884, if you were disposing of that land now, do you think that you would be asking a higher price 
for it than it is worth, if you demanded £4 an acre? No. I believe that the land is worth more than 
£4 an acre.
595. Is the crop of wheat and barley which we have seen an average crop ? Yes. The year before last I 
reckon I had over 2 tons of hay to the acre. Admitting that I had only 1 ton to the acre in previous years, 
the return would have paid the expense of clearing the land.
596. Were the people whom you have supplied with food who have been travelling up and down the road
as unemployed, been people who would be likely to settle down upon the land as agriculturalists? No 
doubt many of them would be if they had a helping hand. At the time free-passes wore given from 
Sydney we had a Ipt of men of the Ipafipg class qbopt the neighbeurhood, '

' - 597,
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697. Would persons with a small capital find plenty of room here to ma'he a living as agriculturalists? 
Yes. This country is admirably fitted for keeping pigs. The pigs run wild through the hush. I have 30 
or 40 pigs here, and they live all through the dry weather,- without getting much food.

Mr.
H. 1'. Hall.

7 Oct., 1889.

Mr. Francis Malarkey, lessee of the Muriel G-overnment Tank, made an affirmation, and was examined :—
598. Chairman.'] What position do you hold? I am lessee of the Muriel G-overnment Tank, 40 miles 
from Nyngan, and 40 miles from Cobar. I have been here about six years, and I came here at first in the
employ of Wright, Heaton, & Co. For three years and four months I have had a lease of this tank. y Qct. 1889.
599. During the year 1885 to what extent was this tank used ? During the January, 1885, it was used by 
64 head of cattle, 830 stock in teams—that is horses drawing the waggons. There were no sheep.
GOO. Mr. Copeland^ How many teams would those represent ? There are 10 horses in a team, so there 
would have been 83 teams. There were also 496 mail horses for that month.
601. Mr. Tonkin.] Do those figures represent each time that a horse goes to drink? Yes. In February,
1885, there were 200 sheep, 900 stock in teams, 12 saddle horses, and 448 mail horses.
602. Chairman.] Now give us the returns for the winter months? In July, 1885, there were 25 head of 
cattle, 67 stock in teams, 5 saddle horses, and 96 mail horses. In September, 1885, there were 102 stock 
in teams and 112 mail horses.
603. During those months the stock were able to get water along the road ? Yes.
604. Since then has there been an increase or a decrease ? A decrease, which has been gradual, from 1885
up to the present time. In January, 1888, we had 464 horses, 170 head of cattle, 3,830 sheep, and no mail 
horses. February, 1888, 660 horses, 108 cattle, 4,000 sheep. July, 1888, 336 horses, 1,043 cattle, 620 
mail horses. ■ ■
605. Was it a very dry period in 1888 ? Yes. In January, 1889, there were 588 horses and 118 cattle ; 
there were no sheep nor mail horses. February, 1889, 647 horses, 18 head of cattle, 196 mail horses.
July, 1889, 85 horses, 96 cattle. August, 68 horses and 14 cattle. 12s. 6d. were all the fees I collected 
then, and I have to pay £55 a year rent.
606. Was the reason for this great falling off the plentiful supply of water all about you? Yes.
607. A great many teams pass here without calling at the tank at all;—can you tell us how many ? No.
608. Mr. Copeland.] How many teams have you in your books for one year? My books show that 
approximately there were 577 teams of horses and 116 teams of bullocks, which watered at this tank 
during the year 1888. Those figures do not include a number of teams which passed the place without 
watering. Those teams were not always loaded. When they go out for wool, they go out empty.
609. On an average what would the horse teams and the bullock teams carry when loaded ? About 5 tons 
for each horse team, a bullock team might carry a little more. In 1888 the greater number of the teams 
would be loaded, because they were carrying horse feed to Cobar. In 1888 they were bringing smelted 
copper and a few tons or cwts. of stone from the gold mines at Cobar.
610. The carrying capacity of all those horse and bullock teams, supposing they were all loaded, would be 
about 3,415 tons ? Yes, that is including the traffic both ways.
611. Chairman.’] Would this be all traffic that the railway would serve if a railway were constructed 
between Nyngan and Cobar? Yes.
612. Mr. O'Sullivani] In addition to the teams which have passed your door, is there much stock driven
from here to Nyngan for the purpose of moving them by rail? Not since the railway was opened to 
Bourke. In March, 1888, 11,588 sheep passed here. .
613. Would that be a fair average ? It is more than the average.
614. Are you prepared to give a rough estimate of the number of unloaded teams which passed here ?
Last season was a dry season, and there were very few unloaded teams.
615. Would we be near the mark in saying that one-fifth of the teams that watered here wrere empty?
Only about 5 per cent, of the teams were empty. '

Mr. William Budd, innkeeper, between Nyngan and Cobar, sworn, and examined :—
616. Mr. Burley.] Are you the proprietor of Budd’s Hotel, on the road between Nyngan and Cobar? Mr. W. Budd.
Yes ; I have been here about twelve years. N
617. Do you hold some land here? Yes; I have a selection that I am converting into a freehold. I 7Oct., 1889. 
have 40 acres. I have the most of it under cultivation, to which the land is well adapted.
618. Do you not think that a more suitable line for the railway could have been surveyed in this neigh
bourhood, instead of taking it so close to this ridge ? The last survey was made to the north of the 
original survey, and it seems to avoid the hill. ■
619. Is the soil in this district the same as you are cultivating ? Yes.
620. If your land were not improved, would you be willing to sell it for £4 an acre ? No.
621. .Is there much traffic on this road ? The traffic has died off since the Cobar mine has been closed.
Previous to that there was a great deal more traffic here than on any other road in the back country.
622. What do you pay for freight from here to Nyngan ? About £3 or £3 5s. per ton. I have known 
the freight to be £20 per ton.
623. Would you be prepared to pay £1 a ton for goods brought by rail as against £2 15s per ton for 
goods conveyed by drays ? Undoubtedly so.
624. Are there any other selectors within a radius of 10 miles from this place? Yes. There is a 
selection within 5 miles of this place, but it was only taken up last year. There is no cultivation carried 
on here except by a few squatters, who have a little cultivation.
625. To what do you attribute the fact that there are not other selectors here besides yourself ? The 
great obstacle is the last Land Act, which debars a small selector from taking up any land within a 
reasonable distance of the main road.
626. Is there not also the inconvenience of not being able to get to market easily ? Yes ; the selector 
does not like to be off the main line of road, but there is no chance of getting land near the main road.
627. Mr. Copeland.] How is that ? The land has been all secured by the squatters.
628. Does the leasehold area lie on both sides of the road ? Yes ; and where that is not the case, there
is a leasehold area on one side of the road and travelling stock on the other side. That debars anyone ■
from selecting on the.road between here and Cobar. Then the western division begins about a mile or 
three quarters of a mile from here, so that there is qo possibility of getting Dnd withiq a reasonable 
fjist^nce of the uuw» rofici, ' ' r , - -



92
22 PAELIAMENTAET STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEKS.

Mr. W. Budd. 629. M:r. Hurley.] Have you taken any part in testing this district for minerals ? Tes ; I have done a lot 
of prospecting at different times. There have been other parties doing the same, but the results have not 

7Oct., 1889. peen satisfactory. We have prospected principally for silver and gold. We have got very good indications 
of both. We could not carry on operations without assistance from capitalists. We are only poor men, 
and we went to the full extent of our means.
630. Do you think that the land would be capable of supporting a population in comfort if there was a 
railway ? Tes.
631. Mr. Copeland.] What kind of fruits and vegetables do you grow in the garden adjoining this house ? 
Peaches, apricots, mulberries, and grapes. They all thrive—the grapes do remarkably well, and so do figs. 
We have to irrigate them in the very dry seasons. We grow splendid cabbages, turnips, onions, and 
cauliflowers. I have grown cabbages which weighed 24 lbs. I grow carrots. Celery does remarkably well. 
In dry seasons we have to water the1 vegetables, but we do not irrigate the vines.
632. How many acres have you in your cultivation paddock ? 32 acres under crop. I have 10 acres of
oats and 22 of wheat.
633. What yield do you get from the oats and wheat ? I generally cut the oats and wheat for hay. I 
expect to get 2-jr tons of hay to the acre this year. The height of the oats at present is 5 feet 6 inches.
634. What time were the cereals sown this year ? Before the commencement pf the rains—the first was 

, sown in May.
635. Did you have any crop last year ? No ; it was a failure, owing to the drought.
636. Prom your experience during thirteen years, how often do you reckon you can get a crop ? I think 
we ought to get three crops out of four.
637. Would it pay you to cultivate on those term's ? Tes ; I believe it would. .
638. What price per ton do you expect to get for your hay ? On an average, since I have been here, I 
have got £10 per ton—that would be a return of £20 an acre. I am now clearing another 10 acres of land 
which I have leased from a squatter. I intend to make up the area of my cultivation to 40 acres.
639. If a railway were constructed would you send your produce into Cobar by railway ? Tes ; that is
my intention. .
640. Would you send your produce eastward ? Tes ; I would send it wherever I could get the best 
market. They are paying £15 per ton for chaff in Cobar now'.
641. Chairman.'] Do you think that if there were improved communication it would induce settlement in 
this district ? Tes ; there are many people wTho would select land here if they had an opportunity of 
doing so—that is, if they could obtain land on the same conditions on which I obtained the 40 acres which 
I hold. If there were a railway settlers would have facilities for getting their goods to market.
642. Mr. O’ Sullivan.] Are there no homestead leases in this neighbourhood ? There are some within 20 
miles of this place.

Mr. Hugh Sutherland, saw-mill proprietor, near Cobar, sworn, and examined:—■
643. Chairman.] What is your occupation ? Saw-mill proprietor. I have a mill within three miles of Budd’s 
Hotel. I saw with a license. I cut cypress pine. I saw it into logs and boards for building purposes.
644. Do you get a ready sale for your timber ? Not during the last few years. There has not been very 

Oct., 1889. extensive building going on, so that the mill is not kept in full work all the year round.
645. Is this pine timber suitable for railway sleepers ? It is the most durable'timber in the country for 
house building, but it is not good for sleepers. It is impossible to drive spikes into it without splitting it.
646. Do you know any timber within easy reach of the projected railway line which w'ould be suitable for 
sleepers ? No, not of the dimensions and quality required by the Government.
647. Do you know of any ironbark near Nymagee which would be suitable for sleepers ? I know there is 
a large quantity of ironbark which would be suitable for sleepers. That timber is within 40 miles of 
Cobar, and I think there is some even nearer than that to the line. The timber I speak of would be 
within 23 miles of this place.
648. Have you prospered or otherwise since you have had your saw-mill ? I just kept my own. I have 
been engaged extensively in other matters, in which I have sometimes lost and. sometimes won. I think 
it has been overlooked that if a railway were made there would be a large timber trade in connection with 
it. If there was a railway, instead of having my mill out in the bush I would have the mill in Cobar, and 
I would have the timber carried along the railway. There is good timber all along the surveyed line.
649. "What demand would there be for the timber in Cobar? The railway would cause buildings to be 
erected.
650. Do you think that a.railway would promote settlement along the line or near it? I am sure it 
would. In a few years all the land available would be taken up in homestead leases. People are now only 
beginning to find out the value of those leases. Several have been taken up lately near Cobar. Seven or 
eight have been taken up about 20 miles north of this place. I have heard several people express their 
intention of taking up such leases. I believe that the country around Cobar is superior to most of the land 
in the Colony for settlement.
651. Do you think that a man taking up a homestead lease in the western division could make a good 
living and prosper on it? Tes, I consider that a man could make £500 or £600 a-year on one of those 
homestead leases, and at the same time make provision against drought.
652. Mr. Tonkin.] If the railway were constructed would there be any probability of your being able to 
send sawn timber to market to the eastward of this place ? Tes. If a railway were made I could cut a 
great deal of timber and get it easily to market. There w'ould then be a great quantity of timber required 
for Cobar itself. I have been twenty-five years in this part of the country, and I know that one of the 
worst things that could ever happen to a town is to be always promised a railway which is never con
structed. Such a state of things retards the progress of a district very much, because people who own 
property will not improve it until they see if a railway is really going to be made. That has been the 
case in Cobar, and if a railway wTere constructed there is no doubt great improvement would be made 
at once.
653. Do you think that the construction of a railway would induce other saw-mills to start work. I am 
confident of it. I believe that Nyngan, Wilcannia, and Broken Hill could be supplied with timber from 
this district.

Mr. H. 
Sutherland.

COBAB,
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COBAB, TUESDAY, 8 OCTOBER, 1889.
$rmnt:—

The Honoeable WILLIAM JOSEPH TEICKETT (Chaieman).
Heney Copeland, Esq.,
James Ebenezee Tonkin, Esq.,

Edmund William O’Sullivan, Esq., 
John Hueley, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Nyngan to Cobar.

William Joseph Hogan, Esq., solicitor, Cobar, sworn, and examined :—
654. Chairman?^ Are you Mayor of Cobar and also a solicitor practising here ? Yes ; I have been 
about nine years.
655. What is the population of Cobar at the present time? About 1,500. That is a considerable 
decrease as compared with former years. During the last three or four years the population has varied 
from 3,000 to 4,000 people.
656. When did the sudden falling off in the population occur ? When the copper syndicate failed to 
carry out its contract with the Great Cobar copper-mine. When the mine ceased work there were 400 
or 500 men employed there. Those men, with their wives and families, went away.
657. Seeing that the proposed Nyngan to Cobar railway is estimated to cost, in round numbers, £250,000, 
do you think that the return from the railway would pay interest on the expenditure as well as working 
expenses ? If it were made to Cobar I do not think the railway would immediately pay interest on the 
money expended. Myself and others have often urged upon the Public Works Department the necessity 
of making a light line of railway from Nyngan to Cobar, which should be as inexpensive as possible, by 
doing away with fencing and other things. We were of opinion the construction of, the railway would 
increase settlement, and that the line would pay in the near future. Then we thought the line would be 
regarded as necessary as one section of the railway to Broken Hill.
658. At a public meeting held in Cobar in 1887, it was estimated that the line would give a return of 
£18,000 per,annum;—can you tell us how that estimate was arrived at? That estimate was afterwards 
cut down. Some wrong data had been given. The figures were checked by Mr. Kirkcaldie, and certain 
reductions were mutually agreed upon. I think that the figures which the people of Cobar would like 
to place before the Committee are the figures which were certified to by Mr. Kirkcaldie as correct.
659. Is the country in and about Cobar rich in minerals ? Yes, very rich.
660. What other minerals are there besides copper ? A great deal of capital has been spent in developing 
gold-mines in the immediate vicinity of Cobar. The Chesney-Cobar G-old-mining Co. is now in active 
operation. They have crushing machinery now at work. The Occidental gold-mine is also in operation, 
and there are the G-reat Cobar and several other gold-mines. Those mines have been recently started.
661. What is produced in the district ? Wool is the great product here. The district is also a very good 
one for fattening sheep and cattle. Agriculture is carried on on a limited scale.
662. How is it that agriculture is limited, seeing that the soil is so very good ? It is owing to the want 
of means to get to market. Cobar does not supply a sufficient market, and for want of railway 
communication we cannot compete with other places.
663. How many crops, over a series of years, can be relied upon in this district ? Three out of four, 
I think.
664. What cereals are produced here ? Wheat grows splendidly. It fills out well and comes to 
maturity.
665. Could you get three good crops of wheat out of four ? Yes ; wheat is almost a certain crop, except 
in a very bad season. Lucerne grows admirably ; so do oats. I do not think much attention has been 
given to the growth of other cereals.
666. What is your opinion with regard to the following statement with regard to this district:—“ It 
would be folly to talk of growing wheat where there was no certainty of securing a crop in more than one 
year out of three or four, and therefore, in estimating the chance of the line paying, this must be dismissed 
from the calculation” ? I would say that that is an error, and that it is against the experience of the people 
in this district.
667. Do you think that the reason why people do not cultivate more land is because they cannot send 
their produce to market ? Yes.
668. Have you seen any indications of a desire on the part of people to settle more largely in the district 
than they have up to the present ? I know that many people would be inclined to settle here under the 
present Land Act if they had railway communication. .
669. Do you think homestead leases would be taken up to a considerable extent ? Yes; I believe thafc five 
or six years after the railway was made every acre of the resumed areas between here and Wilcannia 
would be taken up and settled upon.
670. Do you think that a railway would draw traffic towards Sydney which is now going in another 
direction ? Yes.
671. Are the people of Cobar unanimously in favour of this railway ? I think so. I know some business 
men who some little time ago were not in favour of the railway, but now they are all in favour of it.
672. What has become of Mr. E. B. Martin, who was a strong opponent of the railway ? I do not know 
such a person. I do not think he was ever in business here. Cobar has suffered from time to time, owing 
to the high rates charged for the carriage of goods. We have paid £30 a ton for the carriage of goods 
from Nyngan to this place.
673. Do you think that the people would want a daily train, or would they be satisfied with less ? I think 
they would regard a service of two or three times per week as ample. That would be sufficient to meet 
the wants of the district for some time. The train need not run faster than 15 or 20 miles an hour, and 
it might be run in the day-time. It would not be necessary to fence the line.
674. Can you give us the names of any persons in Cobar opposed to the railway ? 
individual who is opposed to it.

About seven years.
Something over £400 or £500. That is expended on

here W. J. Hogan, 
Esq.

675. How long has Cobar been incorporated ?
676. What is the amount of rates per annum ? 
the streets. We also have a lighting rate.

8 Oct., 1889.

I do not know one

677.
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W. J.Hogan, 677. Are there any manufsctures carried on in Cohar? No. I may say that when I came here nine 
Esq. years ago Cobar was a very small place indeed. None of the Government buildings which we have now were 

then erected, and since then the place has considerably increased in prosperity.
8 Oct., 1889. What is the amount of public money that has been spent on buildings in Cobar? About £25,000, 

including the reservoir built for the purpose of water supply.
679. Is there not a great quantity of agricultural produce brought here from Nyngan ? Yes.
680. Why is that produce not grown here ? That produce is brought here in time of drought. The 
people here who have gone in for any agriculture have not carried it on as their particular business. They 
have generally grown produce for their own use.
681. How long is it since crops have been grown ? Tor the last five or six years.
682. Is there any noticeable increase in the area cultivated ? I think there is a noticeable increase this 
year. Without counting the stations, there would be about 200 or 300 acres. There is a fair quantity of 
fruit, consisting, of oranges, apples, peaches, and lemons brought here from Sydney by rail. Several 
persons have formed orchards here, and I know one man who this year has planted 2 acres of fruit trees. 
Apricots, peaches, and grapes do very well here. I do not think any wine has been made in the district, 
with the exception of a little made on a small vineyard near Nymagee.
683. Can you hold out any hope of being able to export anything from Cobar except copper and' wool if 
the railway be constructed ? If a railway were carried further west towards Broken Hill I think there 
would be a certainty that we could succssfully grow wheat and hay in this district for exportation to the 
west.
684. Mr. Hurley^ Were you one of a deputation which waited on the Premier in 1888 to make certain 
representations with regard to the proposed railway ? Yes.
685. Do you remember a statement being made to the Premier (vide Appendix) ? Yes; the Cobar 
people did not make that statement in a loose way. They made it after the figures had been carefully 
collected.
686. Did the deputation think they were justified in making the representation I have referred to, in 
view of the revival of the works of the Great Cobar Copper Company ? Yes ; the Company offered to 
make a private line.
687. Did you believe that that was an honest offer ? Yes ; it was refused by the Government. I believe 
it would have been carried out if the Government had given their sanction.
688. Do you think that private capital could be found to make the railway now, in the event of the 
Government refusing to build it ? I would not like to say that, but I believe it is possible.
689. Do you think that settlement on large holdings, such as homestead leases, is likely to be productive of 
benefit in giving traffic to the proposed railway? Yes.
690. Would it not be better to settle a small agricultural population on the land ? I should say that 
those who take up homestead leases on the resumed areas would not be debarred from carrying on agricul
tural as well as pastoral pursuits.
691. Have not people who have cultivated some of the land between Nyngan and Cobar done so very 
successfully ? Yes ; for instance, at Hall’s place.
692. Has not great apathy been displayed by the people in this district in not entering upon the cultiva
tion of the soil ? I think cultivation would have been entered upon with more spirit if the railway had 
been made.
693. You have said that increased population would bo settled by the construction of a railway ;—where is 
that population likely to settle ? On the resumed areas of the different runs of the district.
694. Would settlement on those resumed areas be likely to be productive of benefit to the persons who 
settle there ? I think so. I think that is proved by the fact that the good-will of one of those home
stead leases, without improvements, was sold for £5,000, and shortly afterwards it was sold again for 
£10,000.
695. Does not the further development of the Great Cobar Copper-mine depend altogether upon a rise in 
the price of copper ? Yes ; I have heard the mining manager say that with copper at £50 per ton, and 
with a railway, the mine would pay well.
696. Have you been down the Great Cobar-mine ? Yes. I should say that the mine has got an inex
haustible supply of ore. It is not of a very high quality; but judging from what I saw myself, and from 
what I have heard from the miners underground, there is a good supply for several years to come.
697. Do you think that if a railway were made it would be the means of putting the mine into full work ? 
I believe it would keep the mine in full work for many years to come.
698. What minerals have been found within a radius of 10 or 12 miles of Cobar ? Very rich and large 
deposits of silver have been found. They are working a mine now at Mount Billygoe, 20 miles from 
here. Gold-mining seems to be developing into an important industry, and, of course, there is copper.
699. Is Mount Billygoe likely to pay dividends ? They have found rich veins, and they are at present 
searching for the lode. They have paid no dividend. The shares have gone up considerably. The shares 
were originally £5 each, and they have sold as high as £400 since. I think the gold-mines in the vicinity 
of Cobar are likely to turn out well for the investors. They only require time and capital.
700. Is there a large quantity of goods brought to Cobar from Louth ? No.
701. Do you think that if the railway were constructed to Wilcannia it would meet with competition 
from the. river ? I cannot say. I am informed that the country in places between here and Wilcannia is 
better than the country round Cobar.
702. If a railway were constructed to Cobar alone, do you think it would be a business mistake ? No. 
At present I do not think it would pay; but if it were constructed as a light line, as advocated by the 
Cobar people, it would pay in the immediate future.
703. What do you mean by a light line ? Something lighter than the main trunk line, on which the 
train would travel at the rate of 15 or 20 miles an hour.
704. Do you think that five goods trucks could be worked with a train three times a week ? Yes.
705. That would be equal to 75 tons of goods per week ? Yes ; if the mines were in full swing. The 
Company have always led me to believe that if they could get a railway made to Cobar they would double 
or treble their former output of copper. They would put up more furnaces and would have a refinery at 
Lithgow or some other place.

706,
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706. Mr. O'Sullivan.'] Are you aware that the railway line between Nyngan and Cobar runs through W. J. Hogan, 
leasehold areas all the way, except across Budgery and a portion of Meryula ? Yes : but the resumed Es1- 
areas are not tar from the leasehold areas. v——\

y0U people are likely to settle on the resumed area some distance away from the line? 8 ®ct'’ 1889'
I trunk so, judging from what I have seen in other places. When I came to Cobar first, the railway was 
-nvu aC*e tIt ^V?§aI1 ail(i there were hundreds of thousands of acres of vacant land between Nyngan and 
Bubbo. Now I do not think you could get a decent farm between those two points, all the vacant land 
r7nolrl'v[7' ^ . 5en UP selectors. That is owing wholly to railway communication. 
at f Would it he a fair criterion of the normal state of Cobar to judge it by its present circumstances ?
IN ot at ail. 1 have not seen Cobar so depressed during nine years as it is now
709. Mr. Tonkin.] How far does the western trade gravitate in this direction ? About 50 or 60 miles 
It mostly goes to the river at present.
71.0. Do you think that if the railway were constructed the traffic would be brought this way instead of . 
g0iris ~y the river . I think it is likely that we would get some of the traffic. I do not think the railway 
would have the effect of directing more traffic towards the river. I think most of the people who are 
settle there are connected with Sydney, and if they had facilities for trading they would prefer to deal 
with Sydney rather than with Adelaide. 1
711. If the railway were constructed only to Cobar, would it attract any of the western traffic ? There is

i j r0U^C ln ^ls direction, and I believe we might have a considerable return from stock.
712. W ould more wool come this way ? We might get a little of it.
713. Is there any truth in the statement that the whole of the payable ore in the great Cobar Copper
mine is worked out, and that nothing is now left except 6 or 6i per cent ore ? I believe the statement 
is utterly unfounded.
714 Do you think that the construction of this railway would start the Great Cobar Copper-mine a«ain 
£r\p;i0e°f C70p?enr ild not raIsc t0 £5° Per ton ? 1 tidnk copper would first have to rise in value. °
7\5a fS°^and') j?0TU-4Statjd1l m re,ply t0 Mr- Hurley, that a homestead lease in this district had been 
sold for £5,000, and that it had been shortly afterwards resold for £10,000 ? What I should have stated 
was that under the Act of 1884 two 10-mile blocks of 64,000 acres each were sold, and that the good will 
without improvements, brought £5,000, and that it was sold afterwards for £10,000. It was not a home
stead lease.

Thomas C. K. M‘Kell, Esq., Police Magistrate, Cobar, sworn, and examined:—
716. ChatnnctuJj W liat position do you occupy P 
Births, Deaths, and Marriages.

Caihyou furnish the Committee with particulars as to the business done in this district

Police Magistrate, Warden, and Acting Eegistrar of T. C. K.
° M'Kell, Esq.

. j. "-j —wiou yitmouiars as to me Di
in connection with your Department ? Yes ; I hand in the following returns 8 Oct., 1839.

Mines.

Mineral leases
f)
3 3 
3 3 
39 
99
9 9
99

Gold .....

1880
Applications. 

........ 10 ....
Acreages.

. 410 ... )
1881 ...... 6 .... . 320 ...

. 120 ...

. 80 ...

\ Copper and iron.
1884 ...... 1 .... )

Lime.
1886 ...... 2 .... . 100 ... Copper.
1887 ...... 8 .... . 280 .. Copper and silver.
1888 ......  195 .... . 7,355% ...

. 850 . .

J Silver and copper—
1889 ...... 26 ....

( principally silver. 
Silver.

1880 ......  5 .... . 90
1881 ...... 1 .... . 10
1882 ......  3 .... . 75 •
1883 ......  3 .... . 75
1884 ...... 1 .... . 25
1887 .. .. 39 .... . 258
1888 • 42 .... . 370J
1889 ......  19 .... . 131

Sums received from all sources :—
1885, £2,396 13s. 5d. ; 1886, £3,924 14s. Id. ; 1887, £4,434 8s. 7d.; 1888, £8,85219s. 6d. ; 1889, £6,657 8s. lid.

1885
1886
1887
1888 
1889

Mineral licenses. Miner’s rights. Business licenses.
.. 15 ........ $
.. 3 ........
.. 13 ........
.. 107 ........ .....  302 . 09
.. 33 ........ ..... 160 .......

Jlevemie received
1887, £488 10s. ; 1888, £3,334 2s. ; 1889, to September 30, £604 5s.—86 Leases accepted.

! may state that mining did not come into full operation in this district until October or November 1887 
twodSms6 WaS a rUSh ^ ^ and 80l<1 mineS- 880 °Z- °f g0ld were sent t0 Sjduey last month from

718. Was that the first gold sent away ? Yes. •
719. What is the population of the town ? About 1,500 or 2,000.
720. What are the figures as to the births, marriages, and deaths ? There were 100 births in 1888 eighteeen
“ Iff8!8’ aQd forty-seven deaths. The population was larger that year than it is this year. Thfs year 
so far there have been seventy-one births, nineteen marriages, and thirty-seven deaths. ^ y ’
7 1. Can you account for the fact that the average rate of births is maintained, although the population

“ h”i"s “ ** “o
5 (a)—D 722 •
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T. C. K. 722. Mr. O'Sullivan] Do you think that the large number of marriages this year, as compared with last 
M'Kell, Esq. year ari indication of the return of prosperity ? Some people might not think so, hut I do.

723. How many applications have been made for silver and mineral leases ? All the leases since 1887 up 
8 Oct., 188 . j.o pregerlt time have been for silver and gold* with the exception df- about twelve.

724. Are anv of the silver leases being worked ? Yes.
725. Has any machinery been erected ou them ? G-old-mining machinery has been erected, ihe silver
and gold leases are mixed, and. are within a mile of the town. . . , .
726. What are the indications up to the present as to the success of silver-mining? Billygoe is the only
place which seems to produce any silver. ' i j.t. j- j. • x o at
727. Then we cannot regard silver-mining as one of the established resources ot the district. JN o; a
great many of the leases were taken up as silver leases, but they are really gold leases. I have always 
recommended them to be granted as gold. There is no machinery erected at Billygoe. They have been 
sinking there for some years. Some thousands of pounds have been spent there. It is worked by a 
Melbourne syndicate, which has been floated into a company of 5,000 shares. It was first oi all a com- 
panv with 100 shares of £5 each. Silver was obtained by assay at the rate of 600 or 700 oz. There was 
a rush for the shares, and £5 shares sold at £420 and £450 a piece. _ t
728. Do you think that gold-mining is likely to be successful in this district ? Yes.
729. Mr. Tonkin.] How many people are engaged in gold and silver mining m and about Cobar ? About
100 or. 150 people. . , , .., . ,, ,
730. Does that include the Billygoe mine ? jSTo. I may mention that a splendid new copper-mme, called
the Burra Burra, is now being opened, and it employs twenty men. During the last .ew months £4,000 
or £5,000 has been spent on that mine. _ _ .
731. Do you think the people engaged in gold and silver-mining are making a living r Ihey are getting
good wages. . . xx ■ xu
732. Is the township of Cobar maintained by anything else except mining ? There are squatters m the
surrounding district. ... ,
733. Have there been times here when the road has been so bad that provisions have gone up to a very 
high price? Yes ; wehavebe.en next door to starvation.
734. Mr. Hurley.] What is the number of public-houses in the town? Nine or tern
735. What revenue is derived from all the licenses in the town ? £270, and about £20 or £30 additional
for transfers. In order to show the large amount of increased work caused by the rush of mining busi
ness, I may point out that in 1887 the revenue received in my office was £4,433 from all sources In 
1888 it went up to £8,852. During the portion of the present year which has expired up to date, £6,670 
has been received. '

Mr. Diggary A. Penhall, Mining Manager, Cobar, sworn, and examined :—
M 736 Mr Hwrley.] What are you ? Mining Manager. I have been in this district about five years. I

Bt A Penhall was. supervising surface work ‘on the (Great Cobar Mine for the first three years that I was m the istnct.
’ Previously I had been for three years in the Mount Hope mine in the same position. During the last 

Oct., 1889. two years I have been well acquainted with the whole of the gold-mines near Cobar.
737. Are you a practical miner ? Yes; I have been engaged in the business all my life. . xv i x
738. Can vou speak as to the probable success of the Great Cobar Mine in the future ? _ During the late 
rise in the^price of copper the manager was enabled to do a great deal of exploring, which he did to the 
east of the main lode. They came across one shoot or bunch of copper which lasted about eighteen
months. That was very rich ore. . „ ,, . , ,
739. Do you think that is likely to last ? I think so._ Such bunches are often thrown from the mam lode. 
If this is only a bunch there can be no permanency in it; but I think it indicates the existence ot a large lode. 
I believe other discoveries have been made, but this I am speaking of I saw myself several times. It 
extended from the surface downward and it is not worked out. It is from 4 to 15 feet wide. 8ome or it 
near the surface yields 45 to 50 per cent, of copper. It went down from 8 to 10 fathoms below the surface.
740. Knowing that this class of ore is in existence, do you think that at such a low price as £50 per ton the
mine would give employment to a large number of men ? Yes ; probably 600 men would find employment.
741. Considering the number of men there would be required to cut firewood and do all the other kind of 
work do you think that the Company would be in a position to employ 2,000 men ? I think they would 
■employ at least 700 or 800 men, but I hardly think that they would employ as many as 2,000 men it copper
only brought £50 per ton. . , . •
742 What is your opinion as to the permanency of the gold-mines ? I have never seen m all my experience 
any'more permanent looking lodes than there are in this district. In this district we have a large lode 
running for 2i miles, with a width varying from 1 foot to 120 feet. It is over 100 feet wide for some 9 
■or 10 chains in various places, and for 5 and 6 chains in other places—that is on the surface.
743 What mines have gone down any depth which are likely to prove dividend paying? At the north
end of this large lode we have the Jubilee claim which is likely to be dividend paying. They have not yet 
had a crushing. 6 dwts. to the ton would pay a very nice dividend from that mine. The next is the 
Tunnel claim where there is a large outcrop of auriferous matter. There are millions of tons there, and 
gold is visible from one end to the other. It is a little over 16 chains in length, and there are portions of 
it 130 feet wide I have no doubt that will be dividend paying. The Chesney-Cobar mine has produced 
from crushings a little over 4 ozs. to the ton. The first crushing was done in small lots m Sydney. A 
crushing of 27 tons went a little over 2 ozs. to the ton. The gold is worth over £4 an ounce. Tbe next 
■claim where any crushing has been done is the Occidental.- This claim is a 5-acre lease along the lode. 
-On the surface the lode is from 100 to 120 feet in width, and the gold - can be seen m the stone from one 
side to the other. There is no doubt this will be a dividend paying mine if it would only go 5 or 6 dwts. 
to the ton ; but the crushings which have taken place of 300 or 400 tons have _ never gone less than 10 
or 11 dwts. to the ton. Some crushings have gone li oz. to the ton. The quality of the gold is equal to 
that of the Chesney-Cobar gold. There are about 100 men employed on the gold-mines m this district, 
and the rate of wages is from £2 15s. to £3 per week. . . ,
744. With copper at £50 a ton, could the great Cobar Copper-mme pay a dividend from 8 or 10 per cent.
«re? Yes'. . • • 'y45>
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745. Then the ore you have spoken of is exceptionally rich ? Yes ; but this being carbonates, it is only Mr.
a small proportion to the other ore in the mine which would be smelted with it. D. A.Penhall.
746. With such rich ore in the mine, why cannot they work the mine advantageously now P Because c
they have to pay too much for firewood. 8 Oeb., 1889.
747. If the railway were constructed, do you think that mine could be set to work advantageously to the
shareholders? Yes; even with copper at £50 per ton. ■ '
748. Would you be surprised if that mine gave employment to a population of 2,000 souls ? Yo.
749. Do you know of the existence of porphyry in this district which is likely to be of commercial value ?
Yes ; there is some 100 miles from here ; also 45 or 50 miles from here, between the Nymagee mine and 
the proposed railway line. There is also porphyry in large quantities at Billygoe, within 20 miles from 
here.
750. Is there a large demand for fodder in this district ? It is almost impossible for stock to live here 
without bringing fodder to the district in dry seasons.
751. Do you think that enough supplies for the horses could be raised in the district ? Yes.
752. Why have not persons entered into that speculation ? The people who selected land here generally 
selected the rising ground, which is stony, in the belief that there were valuable copper lodes in them.
There are only one or two instances in which people selected low land which would grow corn, and then 
they selected for the purpose of keeping stock and not for cultivating it. There is no doubt that the 
land is suitable for agriculture.
753. Do you think that the railway would pay if constructed to Cobar ? I do not think it would pay 
just now if constructed to Cobar only ; but if it were constructed to Broken Hill it would be one of the 
best paying lines in the country places.
754. Mr. Copeland.~\ How long is it since gold was discovered in this vicinity ? About sixteen years ago ; 
but a great rush took place about two years ago.
755. During the whole of that time have only 800 or 850 ozs. been obtained ? I think there must have 
been a great deal more than that obtained. There must have been 1,000 or 1,200 ozs. produced. I heard 
the evidence given by the Warden; but I am sure what I say is correct.
756. Do you not think that there has been a very small yield of gold as the result of working 2-y miles of 
auriferous country for the last two years ? It would be if it were taken from 2-j miles of country ; but, as 
a matter of fact, it has only been taken from about 2 chains in length. The stone taken from the Occi
dental mine was only about a chain or so in length. The Chesney claim was only worked about 100 feet 
in length, and they had such difficulty in getting in timber and getting to their good stone that they had 
to crush a lot of surface stuff to fill-in time and keep the battery going, and very little of their good stone 
has been put through the mill.
757. How is it that the men who were engaged in the Great Cobar mine when it stopped are not now
employed in gold-mining ? They were copper miners generally, and a copper miner would sooner travel 
100 miles to work in a copper-mine than work in a gold-mine on the spot. Another reason is that there is 
not sufficient capital in the district to work this length of lode, nor have we been able to get in suffi
cient capital from outside to work the whole of the lode. •
758. You have had visits from capitalists from various parts to inspect the mines ;—how is it that they are 
not prepared to spend their capital in developing them ? A great number of them were inclined to invest 
capital, in the mines, but in my opinion they were asked too much for the mines then in existence. In 
many instances they were not fairly dealt with. The people who had the mines generally thought so 
much of them that they wanted all the money and all the mine. Those people were not able to work the 
mines themselves for want of capital.
759. How wide is the Jubilee Reef? From 5 to 15 feet—between two well defined walls. There has 
been no crushing from that mine that I know of.
760. What would it be likely to yield, taking it in bulk ? At least | an oz. to the ton.
761. With better appliances might the field show better results ? The saving appliances at the mill were 
not sufficient for the saving of gold or putting the stone through.
762. What was the assay of the tailings ? From 3 dwts. to 16 dwts.
763. Where did you have experience in gold and quartz mining ? Six years at Hill End. I had no gold
mining experience before that. I went there in 1870. I have been on many others since that time.
764. Which mines do you think are payable, judging from their indications ? The Jubilee, the Chesney- 
Cobar, the Occidental, the Great Cobar, and one claim at the Peak.
765. Have you seen any indications of other gold deposits in the neighbourhood of Cohar? Yes ; at 
Billygoe, where there is rich stone. There is gold and silver there. It is in quartz and ironstone.
766. How much gold or quartz has been obtained at the present time from Mount Billygoe during the 
recent working ? About 500 or 600 ozs. of silver, and perhaps 30 ozs. of gold.
767. Have they-proceeded to erect furnaces or gold-saving appliances of any kind there? No; the
mine is not sufficiently opened out. •
768. Do you think that this mine at Mount Billygoe has any cormection with the lodes here ? I think 
the lodes here would strike a little to the west of Billygoe.
769. Is there a reasonable chance of mineral deposits—gold, silver, or copper—being discovered all the way 
from here to Billygoe ? Yes. I have found silver and gold for 4 or 5 miles north of Cobar towards- 
Billygoe. I have found it by assaying. Samples have been sent to me, but the returns are not very high.
They were taken, however, from the surface.
770. If the railway were constructed, would the companies take advantage of it for conveying their 
machinery ? Yes, and also for supplies.

Bo you know anything of the country south of Cobar ? Yes ; Iknow the Nymagee and Hartwood 
mines. I know that the shoots of ore there are going down with the same permanent appearance as they 
have near the surface. I went down the Nymagee mine to the 600 feet level, and I saw there a lode of 
solid ore 15 or 16 feet wide, and at that place it was not opened the same length as it had been on the 
levels above. I had been in the other levels previously, and the mine looked very much better last year 
than it did four or five years before. I think that the general percentage of ore in Nymagee is a little 
over 10 per cent, I think that Nymagee will give employment for a considerable period. If it had not 
another ton of copper ore in it, I believe it would be.one of the best mines in the district, leaving out the 
Broken Hill Proprietary mine.
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Mr. • 772. Are you referring to the future ? Yes; to what is in sight in the mine now. Nymagee is about G5 
D. A. Penhall. mj}eg f^om here.

Has copper, gold, or silver been found between here and there? Gold has been found at Mount 
c ’ ' Bee, but it has not been proved whether or not it is payable. It is in quartz and ironstone. It has only

lately been taken up. At Bebinda, between Nymagee and Hermitage Plains, a lode of copper and silver 
has been found. There are indications of very large mineral lodes of silver, gold, and copper.
774. Has tbe ground been opened up ? No ; the mines have not been opened to any large extent—perhaps 
10 or 12 feet. Leases have been taken up.
775. Does that indicate that the discoverers place some value on it? Yes.
776. Is there anything to the west connected with Cobar? To the north-west we have a very large out
crop of iron. That is an indication of something.
777. Does it contain anything else besides iron ? Only copper.
778. Is there any limestone in the vicinity ? I do not know.
779. Is there any limestone in the district ? Within 75 miles there is one of the largest outcrops of lime 
I have ever seen in my life. Between here and Nymagee, within 40 miles, there is plenty of limestone. 
That is about 25 miles from the proposed railway line. Near the Nymagee mine there is a lead lode— 
carbonate of lead—14 feet wide, and I know it to be over 500 feet in length, but not all of it the same 
width.
780. Is it correct that a crushing of '446 tons from the Occidental mine gave 300 oz. of gold ? I under
stand that it yielded 400 oz. of gold. _
781. Do you think that Port Bourke Hill, where the gold is now being worked, is likely to yield more 
mineral treasure than the Great Cobar Mine Hill ? Yes.
782. Chairman.^ Is there not a mine called the C. S. A. mine in this district? That is where I stated 
there is a great outcrop of ironstone and copper. That is the claim of the Cornish, Scottish, and Aus
tralian Mining Co.
783. What is being done there now?. Nothing is being done except sinking and driving to prospect
for copper. _ _
784. Is it at a stand-still now? I believe it is. It belongs to the Great Cobar copper-mine, of which it 
is a branch.
785. What about the North Cobar mine ? It adjoins the Great Cobar mine. It has been idle all the 
time I have been here, and it was idle for some time previously.
786. How far are the Great Cobar Company’s workings from the boundary of this mine ? Some 400 or 500 
feet.
787. Mr. O'Sullivan.'] Where do the miners come from who are working on the gold-mines here? The 
most of them came from Yictoria or the gold-fields of New South Wales. There are very few copper- 
miners working along the whole line of reefs.
788. What has become of the majority of the men who worked at the Great Cobar mine ? They are 
scattered all over the Colony. Some have gone to Broken Hill ; a great many to Queensland; and there 
are a great many among the Sydney unemployed.
789. Have they taken away their wives and families with them ? A great number have taken away their 
wives and families with them, and a great many have also left their wives and families behind them. That 
may account for the large number of births in Cobar notwithstanding the decrease in the population.

Thomas C. K. MTCcil, Esq., Police Magistrate, Cobar, sworn, and further examined:—
T C K 790. Chairman.] Do you wish to make any additional statement ? I have been acting as Land Agent for 

M‘Kell, Esq. some time. When the Act of 1884 came into existence it prevented a great deal of land from being 
s settled upon, as it was locked up from people who often came to me and wanted to take up holdings of 

S Oct., 1889. 640 acres. If an Act had been passed, opening up the country within a radius of 10 or 12 miles of the 
town, many men would have taken up from 40 to 1,000 acres, and the district would have been thickly 
populated. This country will grow almost anything.

Mr. James Cotton, Inspector of Stock, Cobar, sworn, and examined:—
Air J Cotton ^91- Chairman?] What position do you hold ? Inspector of Stock for the Cobar district. I have been 

in the district since 1880, and I was appointed to my present position in March, 1882.
8 Oct., 1889. 792. Have you any returns of the stock in the district? Yes, for the last four years. Those returns 

" apply to a district extending 50 miles to the west and about 70 miles to the east, 50 miles north, and about
65 miles south. According to these returns, in 1884 there were in the district 2,111 horses, 4,754 cattle, 
and 904,303 sheep. In 1885 there were 1,931 horses, 3,811 cattle, and 1,043,813 sheep. In 1886, 2,002 
horses, 6,395 cattle, and 1,198,951 sheep. In 1887, 2,058 horses, 7,896 cattle, and 1,573,484 sheep. In 
1888, 2,482 horses, 7,927 cattle, and 1,608,447 sheep.
793. These returns show an increase, between 1884 and 1888, of 704,144 sheep, 3,173 cattle, and 371
horses ? Yes. _ _
794. If a railway were constructed between Nyngan and Cobar, do you think it would he of great utility 
to the owners of this stock ? Yes ; it would enable the station-holders to get their supplies at very much 
less cost, and to get their wrool away at a much lower rate of carriage. It would also enable them to save 
the lives of many thousands of stock in drought. They could get them away to other places where there 
would be more feed. I am certain that could be done to a very great extent. I know one station where
50,000 sheep died because they could not be got away.
795. In ordinary seasons, is this a very good district for grazing purposes ? Yes. It is not particularly
good in one way—it takes a large extent of country to feed stock; but the quality of the pasture is 
extremely good, and there is absolutely no disease here. '
796. Do you think if there were better means of communication there would he many applications for 
homestead leases in this district ? I feel persuaded there would be.
797. Do you think that a person taking up such a holding would do well on it ? Yes, in places.
798. Is this a good country for the formation of tanks or dams ? Yes, extremely good. I never saw a
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tetter holding country. The water question has been solved in this district. It only means a certain Mr. J.Cotton, 
amount of expense in excavation.
799. Do you know many people who have comparatively small holdings up here and who are keeping sheep ® Oct., 1889. 
profitably ? As tbe Act was only passed in 1884 it would he premature to express an opinion. There are
a great many people looking for small holdings who would follow the railway line.
800. Have you any further returns which you wish to submit to the Committee? Tes, in this district 
fencing has been erected over a length of 3,750 miles, at a cost of from £32 to £45 per mile, making a 
total expenditure of £142,500. Then a large amount of excavation has also been done for tanks and 
dams, amounting to 6,122,280 cubic yards, at Is. 3d. per yard. That would cost £382,642 10s. Lately 
my district has been extended on to the Darling frontage, and about a month ago I visited the Paroo 
district, and I had an opportunity of seeing some of the artesian bores there. The people there made 
many inquiries with respect to this proposed railway, as they are very anxious to avail themselves of it.
They would cross to Tilpa, and possibly would connect with the railway at Barnito.
801. Even under present circumstances do you regard the Cohar district as a progressive district ? Tes, 
the figures show that.
802. Do you think that a railway from Tfyngan would improve its prospects? Tes, I have no doubt
about that. I have done a little agriculture myself. I have a piece of land about 4 miles out on the 
Wilcannia Hoad, and I have had 5 acres of lucerne sown there during the last four years which has never 
been watered except by rain. It has very nearly kept me in horsefeed. The drought was not able to kill 
the lucerne. '
803. Do you think that if the railway were constructed it would bring a large amount of traffic from the 
direction of Wilcannia, which would otherwise go by the river ? Tes ; there is great uncertainty with 
regard to the river traffic, and heavy insurance has to he paid.
804. Mr. Copeland.\ How many acres would it take to feed a sheep in a season like this ? One sheep to 
4 acres would he perfectly safe. I do not think that acreage would be necessary this season; hut 1 am 
calculating upon leaving some grass for next season.
805. What is the average carrying capabilities of the country ? Pour years ago I thought it was not safe 
as a general thing from year to year to have more than 1 sheep to 8 acres; since then I think the country 
has improved by stocking. I think the grass has improved as well as the scrub, and I would put the 
carrying capability of the country at 1 sheep to 6 acres.
806. Is it your experience that the country does improve by the depasturing of stock ? Most decidedly.
807. Is the country fully stocked at present ? No ; I think it would safely -carry one quarter more than 
it does now. Bingharking and scrubbing doubles the carrying capability of the country.
808. Is it judicious in the general interests of the country to permit the wholesale ringing of pine trees 
for instance? I think that portions of the timber might he left here and there for building purposes, hut, 
apart from those belts of timber, the sooner the rest of the country is ringed and scrubbed the better. It 
costs about Is. an acre for ringing. Where timber is not very thick and the scrub not very bad you can 
get land scrubbed and ringed for Is. 3d. per acre.
809. Is the pine scrub increasing very rapidly in this district ? Tes, all to the south.
810. What are the edible scrubs ? Mulga, emu hush, herrigan, and leopard wood. There are others, hut 
they are hardly worth mentioning. No effort is made to propagate these edible hushes. In the western 
district they are dying out in parts because the rabbits have been ringing them. The edible herbage 
consists of cotton and salt hush and crow foot. Cotton and salt hush are not so plentiful as they used to 
he, but grass is taking their place.
811. What is the average rainfall in the district? The following are the records which I have kept for 
the last four years.:—
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Rain Recoed, as supplied to Govebnment Astbonomep..
1885— 1601 ........................
1886— 18-33 ........................
1887— 19-14 ........................
1888— 9 08 ........................
Mean rainfall, 4 years, 15'64

January, 1889— '73 
February, 1889—1'35 
March, 1889— '08 
April, 1889—5-55

May, 1889—300 
June, 1889—2'50 
July, 1889— -38 
August, 1889—1-58

47 rainy days during year.
48 rainy days during year.
66 rainy days during year.
24 rainy days during year.
46 rainy days during year.

September, 1889— ’26 
To Oct. 9th, 1889— -81

Total...........16-24

812. What yield do you get from your lucerne ? About 2 tons per acre in the year. It is profitable to
cultivate lucerne. .
813. Is there much land in the district which would grow lucerne as well as yours? I think so, hut 
settlement in the vicinity of Cohar is barred by the forest reserves and an enormous common of about
100,000 acres.
814. Would it he judicious to cancel the common and throw it open for settlement? I would cancel 
about two-thirds of it. I am sure many people would take up land to enter into cultivation.
815. Is the land on the common as suitable for agriculture as yours is ? Tes.
816. Do you think that growing lucerne would be a profitable occupation ? Tes ; and there would be no 
difficulty in finding a market. It could be kept in the dry seasons.
817. Do you think the country is now fully watered? No; I think it will pay to again subdivide the 
country and make it into smaller paddocks, putting water into each paddock. It would then carry more 
stock.
818. How many acres do you think should be in a paddock ? At present tbe country is divided into 
16,000-acre paddocks. I think the paddocks should be 8,000 acres.
819. May we assume that if ringbarking is carried out the quantity of wool which would be carried by 
railway would be double what it is now ? Tes.
820. Mr. O Sullivan.J If a large portion of the common were thrown open for settlement, where are the
settlers to come from ? There are a good many about here now who would be only too glad to avail 
themselves of it, J
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Mr, J. Cotton. 821. Do you think that sufficient fodder could be grown in this district if settlers took up the land to 
supply its wants in times of drought? Yes; and I believe it would be remunerative.

8 Oot., 1889. §22. Where would the squatters take their stock in dry seasons by the railway ? They could take them 
from here to Orange, and from there on to the mountains. There is a tract of country from Orange 
right down to the Victorian border that is always available. I have been there myself in times of drought 
with 15,000 sheep. If a railway were constructed from Nyngan to Werris Creek, it would give another 
outlet for starving stock.
823. How far is the Paroo district from Cobar ? It is about 120 miles from here to Tilpa, on the Darling,

. between Wilcannia and Bourke. Prom Tilpa it is 60 miles to Paroo. If the railway were taken to
, Wilcannia, it would serve the people in the Paroo district.

824. Have artesian bores been attempted in this district? No.
825. Do you think it is a place where artesian boring would succeed ? I have not had sufficient experience, 
but from the character of the country which I saw at the Paroo, where the bores were put down, I am 
inclined to think that in the immediate neighbourhood of Cobar the country is not of a character where 
artesian water could be obtained. It is outside the cretaceous formation.
826. Will the line from Cobar to Wilcannia go through leasehold areas or resumed areas ? It will go 
through a portion of both.
827. Which is the larger portion ? I believe there is very little difference. It would probably pass 
through most of the leasehold portion.
828. Do you think homestead leases are likely to be taken up along the line of the railway on the resumed 
areas, even if they are some distance from the line ? I think that is very probable.

. Mr. Peter Andrews, butcher, Cobar, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. P. 829. Chairman] What is your occupation ? Butcher, at Cobar. I have a farm 3 miles outside of the

Andrews, town. It is a freehold, consisting of 640 acres and 320 acres. I have held it about eleven years. A
portion of it is fenced. I have 37 acres cultivated, chiefly with lucerne. I have 21 acres under oats, and 

8 Oct., 1889. qy acres under lucerne.
830. What kind of crops have you got ? I do not think the lucerne could be beaten on this side of the 
Blue Mountains. The crop of oats did not come up last year, but it came up this year. It is a very 
fair crop.
831. Do you irrigate that land ? No.
832. Is your present crop a fair average crop ? Tes.
833. What do you do with the lucerne ? I sell it in Cobar. Prom my experience I think all the flats 
about here are suitable for agriculture. It costs about 30s. an acre for clearing land. I get about £4 a 
ton for the lucerne—that is the price at all times.
834. During the drought which occurred lately how did you get on with the lucerne ? During that 
drought I cut it three times in eighteen months.
835. What labour do you employ on the farm ? Just myself and four brothers.
836. How many tons to the acre could you get of this lucerne ? I never weighed it, but I kept the 
Cobar Company going a long time with it. As it is now, I could take 4 tons per acre off it and sell it green.
837. What do the oats yield? Not more than 1 ton per acre. I grew a crop there three years ago 
which would yield 2 tons to the acre. 15 acres of it grew 7 feet high, and it was immensely thick.
838. Are there any others in the same locality carrying on farming business ? Tes, there are three, 
besides several others who have a few acres, but they do not carry out agriculture to a large extent.
839. Are their crops generally good ? It depends upon the season. If the season is not good they have
no crop. .
840. Is their land as good as yours ? I do not think they are in such a good place as I am. I am on a 
flat place.
841. Mr. Tonkin] Do you get £4 a ton for the lucerne in its green state ? Yes.
842. Can you get a market for that now when there is plenty of grass ? No. What I cut now I shall 
make hay of.
843. What price do you get for it as hay ? £8 per ton.

Mr. Michael O’Neill, farmer and innkeeper, Cobar, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. O’Neill. 844. Chairman] What is your occupation ? I am a licensed publican, but my choice occupation is that 

—x of farmer. I have a farm within half a mile of the town. It is 120 acres in extent, and I have had it 
8 Oct., 1889. for nine years. I have 30 acres under cultivation, and that is about all that is fit for cultivation. I 

have grown sorghum here over 10 feet high, and generally grow hay. I have grown nearly every kind of 
crop. I have lucerne and wheat at present and a little oats. I have got very good crops off the land, 
except last year. I got a fair crop last year, but not nearly what I expected. From 20 acres in 1887 
I got nearly 40 tons of chaff, and I used some of it green for the stables. I had oats and lucerne sowed 
together. They do well.
845. In dry seasons do you have a ready sale for your produce ? Yes, I sold £100 worth last year. I 
got £7 or £8 a ton for it. I sold some of it green this year at £5 a ton. That was a return of £10 
per acre for one cutting. Some of it was mowed three times within twelve months.
846. Have your operations as a farmer been successful? Yes, very, and I should cultivate more if land 
were available.
847. Is there plenty of land in the neighbourhood suitable for cultivation ? Yes ; a great deal of it is 
more suitable than mine. My land is too high. I made drains into the land I cultivate so that one 
inch of rain puts two inches on to it. ,
848. What did it cost you to clear this land ? An average cost would be about £6 an acre, including first 
ploughing.

C. M‘D. Charles M‘Donnell Stuart, Esq., civil engineer, Department of Railways, sworn, and examined:—- 
Stuart, Eaq. 849. Chairman] What is your occupation ? I am a civil engineer, employed in the Railway Department 

z—of New South Wales. I am re-surveying the railway line from Nyngan to Cobar. I am camped about 
8 Oct., 1889. 50 miles from Nyngan. I have completed the survey 25 miles out near Hermitage Plains.
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850-1. What is the object of this resurvey ? To pick up the old line, and to make deviations in order to 0. M‘D. 
■cut out some of the worst gradients on the line. Stuart, Esq.
852. Have you come across any heavy gradients ? Not on the part I am surveying. It was not necessary 'A ' 
to reduce a single gradient there. The highest gradient up to that point is 1 in 75. I am almost certain'8'- 0ot-> 1889- 
that I can get a ruling gradient of 1 in 75 in any place between Nyngan and Cobar. 3?r.om my 
■observations, and from the sections others have shown me, I’have come to that conclusion.
853. ^ What is the character of the country through which the line runs ? ’There is not a 'hcuvy cutting

854. Is the soil of a soft character ? The cuttings are of a hard character but they are very ■shallow.
The upper surface is hard gravel so far as the drill holes go, with a sort of shaly rock in the bottom.
855. As far as you have come is there good material for ballast for a railway ? I think it is very fair 
material. It is quartz rock. There are little mounds on the Cobar side of the Hermitage Plains, the 
upper surface of which would he suitable for ballast, hut I cannot tell what it is like below. It is mixed 
with quartz and a sort of bastard granite. I think that would do very fairly for ballast.
856. What kind'of a line would this he to construct ? An.exceedingly easy line.
857. What would be about the lowest estimate of cost per mile ? If 60B>. rails with square sleepers are 
used, I should say £3,000 per mile.
858. Do you think the box-timber along the line would be useful for sleepers ? I do not think it is good 
enough, and the pme is very bad. I have heard that there is ironbark to be obtained on this side of 
Dubbo.
859. How long will it take to complete the resurvey ? It will be finished before Christmas. Of course the 
deviations take a much longer time than picking up the old line.
860. Have you had any experience in ordinary road-making ? Tes.
861-2. Have you examined the piece of road which has been made not far from Cohar? Tes
863. What kind of stone is used there ? It looks like sandstone. '
864. Mr. Oopeland.'] What difficulty would there be in getting a grade of 1 in 100 on this line ? The 
other surveyor told me that the surface rises generally in had places 1 in 50—that is easily turned into 1

would run you into 10 feet cuttings, and to make a deviation the curve would 
be as bad as the cutting. Muriel Tank is the place where you cannot get a better grade than 1 in 75 with
out going to extra expense which would more than counterbalance the difference in grade. *
865. Is there no way of starting farther back and making a longer deviation, so as to avoid the sharp 
curve ? No, the difficulty is in the shape of the hills.
866. What would he the difference in the hauling power of an engine working on a grade of 1 in 75 as 
compared with a grade of 1 in 100 ? It is a question I have not gone into exactly, but on a grade of 1 in 
75 you could take twenty loaded trucks.
867. How many could you take on a grade of 1 on 100 ? Probably five trucks more.
868. Are you quite sure that you could not obtain a grade of 1 in 100 on one or two places where it is
necessary ? Ton could by putting in a small cutting, 10 feet deep, and probably half a mile long, running 
out to nothing at each end. r j e
869. In how many places would that occur ? Probably half a dozen. I cannot say for certain until the 
levels are taken.
870. As an engineer, do you not think it would pay to have those cuttings so as to have a ruling grade of 
1 m 100 . I think it is scarcely necessary, considering the traffic that is likely to go over the line.
871. Do you think there is any quantity of suitable ballast near Budd’s Hotel? Tes.
872. In the line you have surveyed what is the shortest curve you have laid out? Forty chains that is
the junction of Nyngan. ’
873. Is there nothing less than that ? No ; the next curve is 180 chains.
874. Mr. Hurley.] Would the slag from the Great Cobar Mine he suitahie for ballast ? Tes.
875. Is there plenty of it ? Tes ; I should say there must he 15,000 cubic yards.
876. From your observation do you think that the first survey was made at haphazard ? I do not
think so. -
877. Do you think care was exercised ? Tes ; I think the surveyors went in as direct a line as possible.
At that time the ruling grade was considered to be 1 in 40.
878. Did they not go over the hill in front of Budd’s ? Tes.
879. Do you avoid that and obtain a grade of 1 in 75 ? Tes.
880. Mr. O'Sullivan.] Ton have stated that if you obtain a grade of 1 in 100 you would require 3 miles 
or cutting 10 feet deep ? Yes ; that is only an assumption to a certain extent.
881. What would be the approximate cost of the three miles of cutting ? It would add, I should say
£10,000 to the cost of the line. It may take more than that. .
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Alexander Adams, Efeq., Bead Superintendent, Cohar, sworn, and further examined:—
882. Giiairman:] Ton are a civil engineer and surveyor employed in the Public Works Department ? Tes. A. Adams 
88d. In what branch ? Boads and Bridges, and I have charge of the construction of tanks. I have charge Esq. 
of what is called the Cobar district. - . 6 y k _
oot‘ w W 1vI1S ha're you 136611 fngaged in the formation of roads in this Colony ? Nearly eight years. ' 8 Oct., 1889.
885. Was the piece of road which has been metalled about 10 miles from Cobar made under vour suner- 
intendence? Tes. 1
886 What kind of stone has been used there ? It is a mixture. It is partly quartz and ironstone and 
partly schist It is not very hard. Portion of it is soft, but the quartz and ironstone is hard.' .
887. How did you come to select that particular piece of road for metalling ? It was one of the worst 
portions of the whole line of road in wet weather. Another reason was that the stone was quite close at 
hand, so that the work could be done at small expense. There was only a limited sum of money available 
for the purpose. It cost £600 per mile, or £900 altogether.
888. How long did the first mile take to construct ? It extended over a considerable time. The contractors 
were very slow, and took from two to three months over it. I think four months elapsed from the time 
they started until the work was finished.
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889. How loBg will the road last ? The ruts will require to he raked in again in a few months, until the 
road is perfectly consolidated.
890. What is the thickness of the metal ? Six inches.

8 Oct., 1889. gg^ jijre not tjj6 cart wheeis going right through the metal already, and sinking very deep ? They are 
cutting through the blinding on the top, they are not cutting through the metal yet.
892. If the road is not thoroughly attended to, will it not soon get out of repair again P Xes, if it is left
for a long time without the ruts being raked in again. _ _ _
893. Seeing that the metal is only blinded on the top if a dray or heavy team goes on to the side, will it not 
have the effect of forcing the stone out sideways ? I do not think so ; there is not sufficient inclination 
for that.
894. You sent in an estimate to the Department of what it would cost to make a road from Nyngan to
Cobar right through. What was the amount of that estimate ? £130,000. Since then I have estimated
the cost again, and I have had a better opportunity of ascertaining whether or not metal could be obtained 
at certain places along the road. I have found that the metal could not be got at two places where at first 
I thought it could be. For a width of 20 feet I now estimate that the road would cost, £174,000.
895. Would that make a road of the same character as the portion we have just been speaking of ? No ; 
the road would be metalled heavier. There would be 9 inches of metal.
896. Has not this portion of the road which you have made a slope from end to end, and is it not, there
fore, well drained ? The ground is almost level, but there is a slight fall, sufficient to carry off the water.
897. In many other parts of the road between Nyngan and Cobar, would it not be much more difficult to 
make a road than at this particular part we have been speaking of ? Yes ; but I think a certain amount 
of fall could be obtained in most places.
898. If a road were made right through even with 9 inches of metal would it not have to be constantly
looked after ? Yes. _
899. What would be the cost per annum of keeping a road of that kind in repair ? £10,000.
900. Mr. Tonkin.'] Have there been many heavy teams over that portion of the road which you have 
made ? There have been teams carrying 8 or 9 tons and some even more.
901. Have they cut through that metal P No.
902. Do you not think that that is very good ? There has not been a very great amount of traffic during 
that time.
903. The Chairman asked you why you did not blind the outside of the road. Did you ever see that 
done ? Yes. I have seen one section done in that way at Bourke.
904. What is the blinding put on for ? The metal is too sharp and cuts the horses feet. A little blind
ing makes it easier for the horses.
905. Did you get instructions from the Department as to whether or not you were to blind the road ? I 
recommended that it should be done and it was approved of.
906. Is it not the wish of the road superintendent to keep all the traffic in the centre of the road ? Yes.
907. Do you think that 6 inches of metal is enough for that road ? No, I do not think that less than 9 
inches should be put on.
908. How many Grovernment tanks are there between Nyngan and Cobar ? Three. The first is about 
19 miles from Nyngan. Its cubic measurement is about 28,000 or 29,000 yards. The proposed railway 
line runs within a few hundred yards of it, so that the engines could water there. The second tank is 
Muriel Tank, 40 miles from Cobar. The line goes quite close to that. The excavation is about 12,000 
yards. The water has been over the excavation about 6 feet. That tank will hold 6,075,000 gallons of 
water. The first tank will hold 5,645,000 gallons. The third tank is called Booroamugga. That is about 
the same area as the second tank. The railway line also goes near that tank.
909. Do those tanks now hold more than the average amount of water ? They could not hold much more
than they do at present. _
910. Have those tanks ever been so low that they were not able to supply the water required for stock ? 
Not since I have been in the district, and I have been here when there was a severe drought. I have very 
seldom seen the excavations since they were filled.
911. Are they silting up at all ? Two of them may have silted up to a small extent, but the third one 
has not.
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A." Adams, 
Esq.

COBAB, WEDNESDAY, 9 OCTOBER, 1889.
:—

The Honorable WILLIAM JOSEPH TRICKETT (Chairman).
Henry Copeland, Esq. Edward William O’Sullivan, Esq.
James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq. John Hurley, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Nyngan to Cobar.

Mr. Edwin James, general merchant, sworn and examined :—
Mr. E. James. 912. Chairman^ What is your occupation ? General merchant—member of the firm of Barton and James.

> _ a. _ ^ We do a very large business here. I am a Justice of the Peace. I have been in Cobar about seven years. 
9 Oot., 1889. 913. How many storekeepers are therein Cobar at present? About seven. The same number were here 

twelve months ago. There were not so many storekeepers here two years ago.
914. How do you get your goods from Sydney ? Now almost entirely from Coolabar.
915. What freight do you pay by rail from Sydney to Coolabah ? £9 6s. 8d. per ton for third-class goods. 
I think the other rates are about £6 13s. lOd. for second-class goods. The rate from Coolabah to Cobar for 
cartage vary very much. It varies from £3 10s. up to £10 which we have paid within the last six months. It 
depends upon the weather and the state of the roads. If the carriers can manage to work with the union 
we have to pay pretty stiffly. We also get goods from Nyngan, from Bourke, and from the river. We get 
the largest quantity of goods from Coolabah at present owing to the way in which we were treated 
during the wet weather. The main portion of our goods used to be brought from Nyngan. We had over 
50 tons lying at Nyngan and the union tried to corner us for £10 per ton. I ordered the Department to

truck
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truck everything and send it on to Coolabah ami I have not got Is. worth more from Nyngan than I Mr. E. James/’ 
could help. ..
916. Which do you think is the best route to Cobar, Nyngan or Coolabah ? The carters prefer the 9 0ct-> 1889.' ■ 
Coolabah road as is evidenced by their taking lower rates by that route. They prefer it first because it is
shorter and they have nothing to pay for water there. The road from Coolabah is said to be 15 or 16 
miles shorter than from Nyngan.
917. What is the freight from Sydney to Cobar by way of Coolabah? 1! d. per lb. in fair weather and 
2d. per lb. in wet weather—that is £13 10s in fine weather, and £18 10s. per ton in wet weather.
918. What did it cost by way of Nyngan until you were stuck up by the carriers union ? About 
the same.
919. Tou say you also bring some goods from Bourke ? Tes, that is on account of the differential rates.
Occasionally it cost us less to bring our goods by way of Bourke than if we took them off the railway 
at Nyngan. We can send a truck of third-class goods to Bourke for £29 12s. whereas if we unloaded 
them at Nyngan it would cost us £50.
920. How much per ton would goods cost you by way of Bourke ? We get the goods via Bourke at a cost 
of £11 per ton at the outside.
921. What do the goods which you bring by way of the river cost you ? About £5 10s. per ton.
922. What is the distance to the river from here ? About 65 miles to Louth. Those goods come from 
Adelaide.
923. If carriage is so much cheaper by way of the river why do you not avail yourself more of it ?
Because the river is very uncertain. Barton Brothers had about £800 worth of stock on the river for about 
two years.
924. Can you tell us what you pay for carriage of goods over certain periods by all routes to Cobar ? I 
can give the figures for fifteen months. Bailway freight about £2,500, cartage about £2,320. That 
does not embrace large quantities of goods bought here such as fodder in dry seasons, that is brought from 
Nyngan by the carriers, and when we have been short we have purchased it.
925. Are there other business firms in Cobar in as large a way of business as you are ? I think not. One 
or two may be within grip of us. There might be about two doing the same amount of business.
926. What value of goods have you disposed of in about sixteen months ? About £35,000 worth.
927. Was that amount of business exceptionally high or low ? It was exceptionally low, which is to be 
accounted for by the mine closing.
928. Do you regard Cobar as a sound place for doing business ? I think so.
929. Have you any reason to be dissatisfied with your business here ? No. The system is- very largely a
credit one. j a j

930. What is the reason for the town very nearly running out of provisions on one occasion? The road 
from Nyngan to Cobar was impassable. I offered the mail-man £20 per ton to bring in a ton as he liked.
931. Was the road from Coolabar in as bad a condition ? Tes ; the Coolabar is quite as bad as the other 
road in wet weather.
932. Do you keep large stocks here? Our stock is about £12,000 or £15,000.
933. What were the chief commodities which you ran out of at this particular time? Sugar, oatmeal,
and other general goods. We ran out of about four lines. ' ' '
934. Did that happen more than once ? The town was short of supplies before.
935. Was that owing to the storekeepers having too small stocks ? No ; we generally keep a good surplus ’ 
on hand, but at that time the stations ran out also, and then they crowded in for their supplies. Such a 
thing could not be provided against except by keeping enormous stocks.
936. What is the state of business in Cobar at present as compared with what it was a year or two a<m?
It is unquestionably slack. ° ' ■
937. What are your views with regard to the proposed railway? It is utterly impossible for Cobar to 
hold its own, to look for any progress, or to compete against the river traffic unless railway facilities are 
given to us. Taking the road superintendent’s estimate of £120,000 or £130,000 as the cost of making a 
road, it is plain that it would be cheaper to construct a railway.
938. If a railway were constructed, would you invariably bring your goods by rail in preference to the 
river, regardless of the difference in freight ? If the river gave a market in preference to the train I 
should take the river, but the river is very precarious and all our relations are so bound up with Sydney 
that it would take a great deal to force the trade of this district to Adelaide or Melbourne.
939. Is Sydney the best market for this district? Unquestionably ; and if there were a railway running 
here with a certainty of the delivery of goods, I do not think there would be any business done in either of 
the other colonies, notwithstanding the river traffic.
940. Do you think the place where it is proposed to put the railway station at Cobar would be suitable p
Tes. " ’
941. Mr. Copeland.^ What is the nature of the dispute between you and the carriers’ union ? The union 
refused to load at that time under £12 per ton.
942. At what rates did you then get your goods brought from Coolabah? £8 per ton.
943. Do you deal in farm produce ? Tes, very largely, but fortunately this year we have not required it.
944. What quantity have you been in the habit of bringing by rail ? During the summer we were getting 
from 6 to 10 tons of chaff a fortnight, and about 100 bushels of oats, and perhaps 100 bushels of corn.
945. What have been the ruling prices ? I have sold up to £18 per ton, and as low as £11 per ton. I do
not think it has gone lower at any time. The average price is £13 10s. Oats are 5s. 3d to 8s. per 
bushel of 40 lb. 1
946. Should the people in this district be able to produce all that is sold here? Tes. They could not
grow maize here. There is a great deal of maize imported in dry seasons from the Clarence. It cannot 
be grown on the river here, because the rainfall is too small. The general selling price of maize is about 
7s. per bushel. It has gone up to 10s. 6d. and 11s. .
947. What does the cartage cost you from Louth ? £3 10s. at present.
948. Do you not think it would pay the people to grow maize at Louth by irrigation and send it here?
I do not think that, with the expense of irrigation, they would be able to compete against the Clarence . 
districts. £3 10s. per ton for cartage from Louth is lower than usual.
949. Have you found any improvement in business on account of the recent gold discoveries here ? Tes •
a marked improvement. ’
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Mr. E- Jamea, 950, If it were not for the gold discoveries would not the town be in a much more depressed state than 
it is ? I think so.

9 Oct., 1889. ggj jf£r O'Sullivan.'] Taking all the expenses attached to bringing goods from Adelaide by river, and 
adding to that the cost of insurance and cartage from Louth, would that make the cost of obtaining goods 
from Adelaide anything like the cost of obtaining goods from Sydney by way of Coolabah ? It would not 
approach the cost of obtaining the goods from Sydney by one-half.
952. Being actuated by mercantile instincts would you prefer to pay high rates to obtain goods from Sydney 
rather than pay low rates to obtain goods from Adelaide ? Certainly not if I could be sure of obtaining 
the goods quickly, but the river traffic is very uncertain, and you have to take all the risks connected with 
it. There are special bills of lading by the river.
953. Can you purciiase your goods as cheaply in Adelaide as you can in Sydney ? In certain lines 
better.
954. When the river is navigable and there is no great risk would you, like other people, go to the market 
where you could get the goods cheapest ? Certainly.
955. Then there is a possibility of the river being a rival to the railway ? I think the railway would then 
be a rival to the river. The railway would cut off a very large portion of the traffic which goes by the 
river now, and it would add greatly to the output of produce from the stations. A lot of the stations 
along the river this year have been getting their supplies by the river, and sending their wool down the 
river.
956. What was the price of some of the articles of which the supplies ran short ? The price of sugar 
would not go above 6id. per lb. I heard that it went up to 8d. per lb., but that certainly did not occur in 
our business. The price of oatmeal never went above 6d. a lb. to my knowledge.
957. Was there a general rise in the price of most articles ? Yes ; flour was very high. Flour was sold 
at £3 10s. per bag during the last six months.
958. Are you still at variance with the carriers’ union? I am working without the union.
959. Are you utilizing the local carriers ? Yes. I would like to add a remark or two as to the evidence 
tendered at Nyngan. If the Nyngan returns are intended as any criterion of the Cobar trade they would 
be utterly fallacious, inasmuch as in the first place Coolabah has done a very large traffic. Then, on 
account of the differential rates, large quantities of goods were sent to Bourke for Cobar, and those goods 
would not be included in the Nyngan returns. Then the fodder used here in very large quantities last 
season would not be included in the Nyngan returns as trade with Cobar, because Nyngan has been the 
depot for purchasing from the agents, and the fodder sent to those agents would be taken simply as 
trainage to Nyngan. There have been hundreds of tons of fodder obtained during the past year.

34 PABMAMENTABT STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOBKS.

Mr. Henry J. Cornish, innkeeper, Cobar, sworn and examined:—■
Mr. 960. Chairman.] What is your occupation? I am a publican, and I have been here these seventeen 

H. J. Cornish, or eighteen years.
/—961. Have you any other interest in the district? Yes ; I am a large landed proprietor in what is called 

9 Oct., 1889. Cornish Town, which is named after me. I had 64 acres which I cut up into a township. I have 300 
acres 5 miles from here, and I have several allotments in the town.
962. Are you farming any of this land ? I did'farm for a couple of seasons 10 acres in Cornish Town, 

' growing lucerne and oats. The result was very good.
. 963. What is the nature of the country between Cobar and Coolabah ? It is very much the same as the

country between here and Nyngan.
964. What is the difference in the distance between Coolabah and Cobar and Nyngan and Cobar ? About 
20 miles.
965. If the railway went to Coolabah instead of to Nyngan, would that suit Nymagee ? It would be a 
gross injustice to the Nymagee people and the people about Gilgunyah. It would be too close to Bourke, 
and too far away from the people to the south ; because one of the largest mineral countries will be the 
Melrose district, and it would be a serious injustice to them to have the railway junction so far towards 
Bourke.
966. Do you approve of the site of the proposed railway station at Cobar ? I would like to see the station 
there, if it was merely for my own purposes, buf to suit the town and the district generally I think it 
would be better to place it on a rise to the north of the town—it would then have the advantage of the 
reservoir, and it would be accessible to all the roads from the surrounding districts. It will also be a 
benefit for travelling stock which always come from the Queensland border. Furthermore there would be 
swampy country in the neighbourhood of the station.
967. Has there been any public meeting here to consider the site of the station ? The people of Cobar 
look upon the railway as something merely dangling before their eyes, and they have not considered the 
question of the station. They would be glad to get the railway under any circumstances.
968. Mr. Copeland.] Are you interested in any mining ? Yes, very much. I have been so from the 
very first. I am a carpenter, but I have always dabbled in mining, always living on gold-fields, and 
occasionally working as a miner.
969. What mines are you particularly interested in? The first I took up was the C. S. A. mine which 
now belongs to the (Ireat Cobar Company.
970. Are you interested in the New Burra Burra Mine ? I am indirectly interested in it with a few 
friends The C. S. A. mine is 7 miles to the north.
971. Has much copper been taken from it ? Not a great deal, but what was taken was of excellent quality.
972. What did it yield ? Some 60 per cent, and some 40 per cent., but it was a very narrow lode, about 
18 inches on the surface. It went down 3 feet and then cut out. It consisted of carbonate ore, very 
clean. Our original Company sank a shaft 200 feet and drove 200 feet. The Cobar Company drove 
another shaft on an ironstone lode not far from it. They never got much ore ; they got traces of ore and

. gossan. They suspended work at the mine when they suspended work on the big mine.
973. If the mine should be reopened, do you think it would be a payable lode ? Yes ; if a little capital 
were expended. It would help to smelt the large sulphate ore which they have here. They could bring 
it here very easily with a tramway.
974. Where did you smelt the ore previously ? We sent it to Adelaide by steamei. The Cobar Company

never
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never had much ore to smelt from there. I am interested in several gold-mines—the Cobar King ^ j “*. .. 
adjoining the Jubilee, the Occidental, the Peak prospecting claim, and the Bee Mouhtain. At the ’
Peak prospecting claim there is a shaft down 100 feet, and a drive has been put in some distance. The 9 Qct jggg 
vein is improving at the bottom. There will he a crushing to-day, afid I am quite satisfied that 10 dwt. ’
per ton would yield a fortune ; it is so easy to get. They are not veins here; they are great lodes.
Where they have driven 20 odd feet they have not come to the wall.
975. Are you sending the whole of the stuff 20 feet wide to the mill? Yes ; we are not dressing it at all.
976. How deep have you sunk ? Something over 100 feet.
977. What have you done at the Occidental mine ? In the old shaft, which I sank many years ago, it is 
100 feet wide. We have driven a cross-cut 59 feet. I had crushings made in Melbourne of four loads of 
stone, taking them separately to see which ore had the most gold, and it ranged from 14 dwt. .to 2 oz. 8 
dwt. per ton. There were four bags of each ; that was about 4 cwt. each. That was out of the cross
cut.
978. "W as that a fair average sample of the whole 59 feet ? Yes ; I did that for my own guidance, as I 
was largely interested in the mine.
979. Are the gold deposits improving as they get deeper ? They are improving very much. We have 
sunk another shaft west of that, and we have had crushings here.
980. Are there any other mineral deposits in this district ? Yes ; silver exists in the district.
981. Is there any particular place where a payable deposit exists ? Some fifteen years ago, myself and 
John Collis prospected whatsis called Collis’s Hanges, between Byrock and the Bourke Boad.
982. Is that ground taken up now ? I think a company called the Bald Hill Company have taken up 
some ground there, and they are sinking a shaft on it.
983. How far would the proposed railway from Nyngan to Cobar be of service to Billygoe ? It would 
unquestionably he nearer for them to go to this railway, and it would be a much better road than to go to 
Coolabar.
984. Mr. Hurley7\ Would an advanced value be given to the lands you own by the proposed railway ? It 
would enhance the value of town allotments generally. The line as surveyed does not go through my 
land, but it will enhance the value of some of it.
985. What is your opinion with regard to the value of the Great Cobar mine ? I think that no child 
now going to school will see the end of it.
986. Have you been down the shaft ? Not for the last two years.
987. Do you think there is sufficient ore there of a profitable character to keep the mine going for the
next twenty years ? Yes. .
988. What keeps the mine back ? The low price of copper. If the railway were constructed the wood
cutters could bring in wood at a cheaper price than the Company used to get it for with their own tramway.
989. Do you think that this will be a dividend-paying gold-field ? I have always thought so.
990. Seeing that only one season out of four or five causes a failure of the crops in this district, how is it 
that people do not go in for cultivation ? When the silo is brought into operation, I think the crows- 
foot and other good winter grasses will be reaped and turned into hay.
991. Mr. Tonkin.'] How far is it from Nymagee to Melrose ? About 55 miles. .
992. Is that country auriferous ? Yes ; there are lodes in all directions. There are a great many copper
and silver lodes. .
993. Do you think that the proposed railway would tend to develop that part of the district ? I am 
positive it would.
994. How far would Melrose he from the nearest point of the proposed railway ? About 100 miles.
995. Is that portion of the country fit for settlement ? Yes ; I daresay. It is in the Central Division.
996. What is the extent of the commonage about Cohar ? About 100”000 acres.
997. Do you think it would be beneficial to the township if that reserve were cancelled and the land 
thrown open for settlement in small areas ? Yes ; I think it would he taken up. I think it is a great 
mistake in the Land Act not to allow small areas within the population radius.
998. Would the making of the railway induce people to take up that land? Yes : carriers would locate 
their families around the immediate neighbourhood if they could get small areas.
999. Would a great deal of the land be fit for agriculture ? Yes, in the valleys.
1000. Do you think the proposed railway would pay working expenses and interest on the capital invested ?
Yes, if the mine were in full swing.
1001. Do you think that if the line were carried on to Wilcannia and Broken Hill it would pay ? Yes ; 
it would open up a good market for produce.
1002. Do you think that you would take advantage of the line to carry your goods to the river? No; 
the river is so uncertain that if a man depended upon it he would be broken in less than five years.

• Mr. Edwin James, general merchant, Cobar, sworn, and further examined
1003. Chairman.] Do you wish to correct your evidence with regard to the railway rates ? Yes. I find Mr. Ek JAne*. 
that the railway rates from Sydney to Coolabar, for third-class goods, are correct as I gave them—that is,
£9 6s. 7d. per ton. The rates for second-class goods are £6 13s. lOd. per ton ; first-class goods, £5 7s. 90ctl->18s9- 
6d. per ton; and for class B goods, £2 13s. 9d. The rate of insurance on the river is 5 per cent, from ■ 
Adelaide to Louth. It varies according to the class of goods ; but that is a fair average.

Ernest Hamilton Simpson, Esq., Manager A.J.S. Bank, Cobar, sworn, and examined:—
iOQd Chairman.] What is your occupation ? Manager of the A.J.S. Bank, Cobar. I have been here E.H.Simp»on, 
about eighteen months. Esq.
1005. Can you give the Committee some figures with regard to the wages paid for mining? Yes During 7-*^-—'
the time I have been here, or during the last twelve months, the amount paid away in gold-mining amounts 9 0ct" 1889- 
to about £13,704 ; that is through the Joint Stock Bank, and it has been paid for wages. In Conner- 
mining, for the last six months about £18,500 has been paid.
1006. Erom the point of view of a bank manager, is the state of business good ? Yes, fairly good '

1007.
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E.H.Simps°o, 1007. Has it improved or fallen off since you have been here? Up to the time of the closing of the 
^ '-'°“ar mm® business was decidedly improving. Since then of course there has been a slight falling off but 

9001 1889 n0t80 muc'1 as one would expect. ’
’ 1008. Is there very much credit given in the town ? No; I think the town is in a fairly solvent condition,

and it compares favourably with any other town in the Colony. ‘
1009. Are bills generally met? Yes.
1010. Would you care to state whether the bank holds many mortgages over property in the district ? 
Not more than is usual in the way of business in a place like this. The banking business will compare 
favourably with that of any other town of the same population. I have had experience in other country 
towns, and this town compares very favourably with them.
1011. You look upon the place as a progressive place ? Yes.

. 1012. Have you noticed any marked improvement in consequence of the gold-mining ? Yes • the town
has improved decidedly since the reefs were discovered. ’

Mr. J ohn George Lee, Public Schoool Teacher, Cobar, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. ChairmanWhat position do you hold? Public School teacher. I have been in Cobar nine

J. Q-. Lee. months.
q 1014; H°w malW children attend your school at the present time ? One hundred and fifty-two. These

•> • are the first two weeks of the quarter, so that there is a smaller number than I would expect I think
the proper number would be about 186 children. Last quarter the average attendance was 115-9. 
There were 186 on the books at the end of last quarter.
1015. How many were attending school when you arrived here ? On January 14 there were 103.
1016. Has not the population fallen off since you came here ? Not the school population. A few of the 
residents have left the district.
1017. Did a large exodus take place before you came ? Yes, as I have heard.
1018. Are there other schools here ? The Convent school and one private school.
1019.. Is the health of the children good or otherwise ? It has been good during the last nine months. 
Looking over old returns I see that it was not good before then.
1020. Mr. O 8ullivan.~\ How many children were attending school during the prosperous times of Cobar? 
During last quarter the attendance was most numerous.
1021. How many were attending two years ago ? One hundred and forty-eight.
1022. Do you think that 150 is a fair percentage of children for 1,500 people ? I think there ought to 
be more children. The attendance at the other schools would account for the number of children not 
being m proportion to the population.

Shelley A. Fox, Esq., Manager of the Commercial Bank, Cobar, sworn, and examined:—
S. A Fox, 1023. Chairman.'] What is your occupation ? Manager of the Commercial Bank. I have been here five 

Esq. months.
9 ^an y°u us h°w Joes the business of your bank compare at present with the business done a

> • year, or two years, or three years ago ? The position at the present is about the same as it was previously,
from a banking point of view. About four years ago, when the copper-mine was in full swing, business 
appears to have been better than it is now.
1025 What is your chief business here ? The business people in town principally do business with us. 
VV e have a mining business as well.
1026. Is business prospering in the mining industry ? ithin the last twelve months there has been a 
marked improvement m gold-mining. During the last eighteen months or two years I consider that there 
has been an outlay on gold-mining of at least £20,000. ,
4027v Have you sent any gold through your bank to Sydney ? About 500 oz. during the five months'’ 
that 1 have been here. It all came from the Chesney-Cobar mine.
1028. Do you do a large advancing business in the district ? We do a fair share of it.
1029. Do you often have to enforce your securities ? No ; I consider the position of the district is sound. 
Delegate* 6 eV6n yearS 1 llave been ln countlT districts in banks—at Wentworth, Bega, Bombala, and

comPared with places like Bega, do you think that this is a sound business place? Yes.
1030f. Bega is a prosperous place ? Yes.
1031. Are bills given to the bank generally met, even at the present time ? Yes.

J. Hogan, 
Esq.

9 Oct., 1889.

J. Hogan, Esq., solicitor, Cobar, sworn, and further examined:—
!032. Chairman] Do you wish to add to your evidence given yesterday? Yes. From inquiries made 
at the Convent School m Cobar, 1 have ascertained that for the year 1888, about 150 children were on the 
roll lor 1889 there were about 100. At a private school in town I think there are about thirty or forty 
at the present time. With regard to the capital value of land rated within the municipal boundaries, I 
have since referred to the books, and I find that the capital value for this year amounts to £9,854 13s 6d 
striking a rate of 5 per cent, on the capital value would give about £492 18s., and the moiety we would 
be entitled to from the Government would be £246 9s., or a total of £739 7s. of rates for the year. 
The capital value of property for 1888 was £10,586, and the rates on that would be about £529 6s. The 
subsidy on that would be pound for pound, so that the receipts for 1888 would have been £1,000, sup
posing that the rates had been paid m full and the subsidy obtained. The value of property has decreased 
somewhat this year, owing to the depression.
1()33. fs the Great Cobar mine included -within the municipal boundaries? There are about 160 acres 
excluded. The mine has been exempted by proclamation, otherwise they would have opposed the incor
poration of the town. ‘ r
1034. What is the financial position of the municipality ? We have a good credit; I think it borders on 
3b4sOO.

1035. Have you never borrowed ? No ; we have obtained temporary accommodation at the bank some
times. We have never borrowed on debentures. The ratepayers pay up fairly well. The arrears for 
1888 were inconsiderable. nqfi
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1036. What is your opinion as to the proposed site for the railway station ? I have not given the matter J- Hogan, 
lull consideration, but I think the site is suitable. The Government town surrounds it, and if the
station were built there, no doubt a large revenue would be derived from the sale of land. I think it is 
as convenient for the town generally as any other place would be. Whilst the common is a great benefit c*''’ ^ ' 
to the towns people, and whilst I should not like to see it given back to any grazier in the district, I 
think it would be conducive to settlement if the common were cut up into small areas of from 40 
acres up to 1,000 acres, and if some inducement were given to people to settle on it and cultivate it.
1037. 2£r. O SullioanJ] How is it that pipes have not been laid from the reservoir into the town? I 
should like to know myself. We have been urging the Government a long time to lay the pipes, so that 
we may get the advantage of the water. The fault lies entirely with the Government.
1038. Mr. Ilurleyl\ Has the slag from the Great Cobar mine been used for the purpose of metalling 
your streets ? Yes.. I wish to add to my evidence that people are largely availing themselves of home
stead leases in this district. The owners of Meryula Station have applied for permission to ringbark.
1039. Mr. Oopelcmd.-] Has the Minister given his consent ? I do not think so. Mr. McPherson has 
also applied for permission.
1040. Do you think it would be desirable to allow all this timber to be destroyed ? No, I am in favour 
of preserving the large pine timber.

®kould n°t the Municipal Council submit its views to the Minister on the subject, as it is the duty 
of the Municipal Council to preserve the supply of timber to the town ? It is outside the municipal 
boundaries. The applications have only just been made, so that it was impossible for the Municipal 
Council to take any action. I have no doubt some action will be taken.
1042._ When once the timber is ringbarked is it not absolutely destroyed ? Yes, and it is verv easv to 
kill pme timber. J

Mr. Laurence Corbett, labourer, sworn, and examined:—
1043. Mr. O'Sullivan.]' Whatis your occupation? I work at anything 1 can get to do. Mr L
1044. What is your opinion with regard to the Cobar common ? I should like to see it cut up into small Corbett
areas. In the event of a railway being made it would be more beneficial if cut up into small areas than
it allowed to remain as a large grazing area. 9 Oet., 1889.
1045. Would you take up a selection yourself? Yery probably.
1046. Would you be prepared to work on such a selection ? Yes. I think that from 40 acres to 200 
acres ought to be the limit.
thhik tT there ^ m°re W°rkirlg men of your stamP wl10 would be PrePared to take up land? I

1048. Mr. Copeland.] Have you had any farming experience ? Dor eighteen years.
1049. Have you done any farming in this district ? No ; but I think it could be done.
1050 Do you think that the climate would be favourable, and that there are portions of the common that 
would be fit for cultivation ? Yes. ■

Mr. Hopkin Lewis, auctioneer, Cobar, sworn, and examined:—
1051. Chairman.] What is your occupation ? Auctioneer. Mr. H Lewis.
1052. Mr. Copeland.] Have you had any practical experience of mining? Yes ; I have worked—mining ,—N
ror copper and gold. I nave had twenty years experience. 9 Oct., 1889,
1053. Are you connected with the New Burra Burra mine? Yes; I am a large shareholder. It is a 
proprietary mine.
1054. What work have you done on the mine ? We have sunk one shaft about 90 feet and another 
about 20 feet.
1055. Are they both on the lode ? Yes.
•*•9^®' ■®as ^ much underlay, or does it go down vertically ? We have no defined walls. In the bottom 
9~ ® downright shaft there appears to be a wall on the eastern side, but we are not certain about it. I
should take it to be the foot wall. We have no cross cuttings, and I do not know the width. The width 
of the outcrop is from 5 to 6 feet, almost level with the surface. It is very level country.
1057. How wide have you proved it at the'bottom of the shaft ? In some places 5 feet wide, and in some 
places 7 teet wide. We have not done any tunnel driving.
1058. Have you had any copper smelted ? We are smelting now—we have one furnace erected, and we 
have about o tons of metal there. The yield from the ore varies from 50 per cent, down to 4 or 5 per 
cent. Some will go 60 per cent. The average, with a little dressing, is about 15 per cent.
1059. In what formation is the lode ? Porphyry on one side and granite on the other. The outcrop
shows for scarcely any distance on the surface. The two shafts are not above 30 or 40 feet apart. ■
i no?‘ t ^rere any 0?dler ontcrop ? No ; it is a very large lode. The bearings are north-west by south-east.

•l • ™e.re al?y S1'ver or in it? Yes, I have seen gold in it, and it assayed 6 ounces of silver. I 
should imagine there is a little percentage of lead. We have not had it assayed for gold.
1062. How many tons will the furnace put through per week ? Prom 35 to 40 tons '
Yesf HaVe y°U 86611 sufficient to conyillce you that at the present price of copper it is a payable lode ?

1064. Have you any intention of erecting more furnaces ? Yes. Unfortunately, it is a very small 
company, and we had to purchase the mine in the first place. We will open up the mine before we erect 
any more furnaces.
1065. If the mine should go ahead, and the railway be constructed, would you send your copper and get 
your supplies by the proposed railway ? Yes; the nearest point from the mine to the railway is about 5 
or b miles. We would strike the railway about 4 miles on the Nyngan side of Budd’s hotel. The whole 
of our copper and stores would travel about 46 miles on the proposed line.
1,066; se<f su®ei(jnt warrant you in expending money on the mine ? Yes; we have spent
about ±5,000 already. That includes the purchase of the mine. We have spent about ±2,500 or £2 700 
m developing themme and erecting a furnace. We employ about twenty men. The land is held on a 
mineral lease. We have 120 acres, and pay 5s. per acre rent. There are applications for selections all

round



108

Mr. H. Lewis, round us. It is in the central division, and the applicants have taken up conditional purchases. Several 
40-acre selections were refused.

et., 89. 1067. Is the land immediately abutting on your claim purchased land ? It is taken up in selections. It 
was taken up about twelve months ago.
1068. That will not bar mining ? No ; all the minerals are reserved.
1069. There will be nothing to bar the lode being worked through those properties ? Nothing at all.
1070. What wages are you paying your men ? About £2 15s. a week for ordinary miners. Labourers get 
7s. per day.
1071. What is your total wages sheet ? About £220 per month.
1072. Do you think the mine will develop into a much larger concern than it is at present P Tes, 
it is bound to do so.
1073. JiTr. HurleyIs the land between you and the proposed line of railway suitable for the construction 
of a branch line ? Tes. The country is similar to what it is between Nyngan and Cobar.
1074. JHr. Copeland.^ What class of ores have you in your mine ? We have carbonates of various kinds, 
—oxide, grey ore. There is no sulphuret ore yet, as we are not sufficiently deep.
1075. Mr. O'Sullivan.^ You say that £5,000 has been spent on the mine—has that money been supplied 
by Cohar people or outside speculators ? There are only six Cobar people in it, and the money is supplied 
by them.
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Mr. Thomas Duffy, storekeeper, Cobar, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. T. Duffy. 1076. Chairman.] What is your occupation ? Storekeeper, at Cobar. I have resided here very nearly 

/ *---- - ten years.
9 Oct., 1889. 1077. Have you prospered in the district ? Tes. '

1078. Can you give us any information as to the freight collected between Nyngan and Cohar for the 
last two or three years ? A great proportion of the forage and of class A goods is consigned to Nyngan, 
and purchased in the first place by Nyngan people; they are then resold to the Cobar people, to 
teamsters, and to stations in the back country. One-fourth of the goods in that class which are consigned 
to Nyngan are really used in the Cobar district, and ought to be credited to this district, and not to 
Nyngan. The consumption around Nyngan itself would be very small.
1079. By which way do you get your goods ? The bulk of them come by way of Coolabah.
1080. What do you pay for railway carriage to Coolabah and Nyngan ? The average would be about 
£70 a month. I have often paid £120 a month.
1081. What do you pay per ton from Coolabah to Cobar ? Three years ago I commenced to get my 
goods from there. I then had a special contract to keep the teamsters continually loaded at £3 per ton. 
Afterwards I got a special contract at 35s. per ton. I got goods from Bourke when there was a 
disagreement with the carriers, but otherwise I never got anything from there. It is 98 measured miles 
to Bourke. Some goods come here from Byrock, but I never got any from there.
1082. Would it be better to construct a line from Coolabar to Cobar than Nyngan to Cobar ? I think it 
would be better to construct the line from Nyngan to Cobar, because there would then be less haulage 
on the railway. I think there are 47 miles between Nyngan and Coolabah, and 65 to 70 miles from 
Coolabah to Cobar, while there would only be a distance of 80 miles direct from Nyngan to Cobar.
1083. If it were not for the dispute with the carriers would you still have brought your goods from 
Nyngan ? Not regularly. I have had a good many small lines brought from Nyngan, but the bulk of 
my stores come from Coolabah. If it were not for the Carriers’ Union I might have a great deal more 
brought from Nyngan.
1084. Have you any other interest in Cobar besides those of ,a storekeeper? Tes; I have invested a 
good deal of money in mining.
1085. Have you had sufficient confidence in the place to invest your savings in this locality ? Tes. _
1086. Do you know the country between Cobar and Coolabah ? I travelled over it on one occasion. 
There are no Government tanks on that road—the land is very good. It is as level as between here 
and Nyngan—in fact, more level. There would be no engineering difficulties in making a railway. I 
believe that the distance is about 65 miles from Coolabah to Cobar, and the distance from Nyngan to 
Coolabar is about 47 miles. I think most storekeepers would prefer to get their goods by rail, at a little 
extra cost, rather than by the river, which is unreliable.
1087. Mr. Hurley.] Are there any conveniences for receiving goods at Coolabah ? No.
1088. Chairman.] Would a line from Coolabah to Cobar suit the Nymagee traffic? Not so well as a 
line from Nyngan. I do not think it would be judicious to allow the common to go back into the hands 
of any grazier.
1089. Do you think it would be desirable to open the common to free selection ? I would prefer to see 
a portion of it open for free selection.

Charles E. Ferguson, Esq., journalist, Cobar, sworn, and examined:—
C. K. 1090. Chairman.] What is your occupation ? Journalist, at Cobar.

ITergusonjEsq. 1091. Do you produce a specimen of stone taken from a quarry which you hold ? Tes. It is on Crown 
'n'~*"iaaQ lands, about 8 miles from Cobar. It is freestone. There are two kinds of stone there. The stone on the 

ct''’ ” ' surface is pretty hard, but underneath it is soft. I have a building in course of erection in which this 
stone is used, and it is suitable for building purposes. I have 'had a lot of masonry work done with it. 
There is an unlimited quantity of this stone. There are several other places where the stone can be 
obtained. I have some stone in a building which I am now erecting which I got less than 4 miles away. 
That is not in such large quantities as the stone I now exhibit, and it has not been opened out. The 
freestone quarry is west of Cobar, on the proposed line from Cobar to Wilcannia.
1092. Would it be suitable for railway ballast ? Tes ; there is an immense quantity of it. The outcrop 
is about half a mile long. The other stone, about 4 miles distant, is near the railway line, on the town 
common. It is about a quarter of a mile outside the population boundary. Stone has been used in the 
mine for masonry purposes, but I think mine is the only building in which the stone has been used. 
There is no trouble in quarrying this stone, and it would be suitable for kerbing and guttering.

1093.
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1093. Mr. TonkinI\ What is the depth of each layer of this stone ? Erom 4 to 12 inches; it comes out C. R.
in 8 or 9 feet blocks. It is on Mr. Leslie’s run, and I think it is on a leasehold area. It is about 2 miles Ferguson,Esq. 
from the G-overnment tank.
1094. Mr. Copeland.] How many acres does the outcrop of stone cover ? About 40 acres. It can be got 9 0 "
at several places on the hill; it is all equally good.
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Mr. Hopkin Lewis, auctioneer, Cobar, sworn, and further examined :—
1095. Chairman.] Do you know if there are any other valuable mineral deposits in the district which have Mr. H. Lewis, 
not been mentioned ? Yes ; there is fire-clay. We have bricks made of it at the Burra mine, which the
smelters say they never saw anything like, with the exception of English bricks. There is any quantity 9 Oct., 1889.
of that fire-clay within 1^ mile of the Burra mine,—that is about 4 miles from the proposed route of the
railway.
1096. Is there any limestone ? Yes ; but it is in a different direction. It is about 4 miles from there, and 
nearer to Cobar. It is about 26 miles from Cobar. There is a good deal of this limestone. Limestone 
can be got within 5 miles of this town, and there is limestone about 20 miles from the Nymagee track, and 
fire-clay also. The lime there is equal to anything in the Colony.
109/. Have you used those materials at all ? Yes; we use them at the mine. The firebrick is the best 
brick there is in the Colony. We have used the fire-bricks in the furnace, and they stand remarkably 
well. The fire-clay is 12 or 15 feet below the surface, and we have sunk into it about 12 feet, but we have 
not cut through it. The deeper we get the better it is.
1098. Mr. Copeland^] Is there undoubtedly a large deposit ? Yes ; there would not be the slightest 
difficulty in obtaining all the bricks which might be required along the line of railway.
1099. Where does the deposit of limestone occur ? It is on ridgy country,—on very low hills. It is patchy 
in places, and you cannot quarry it out; it runs along the surface in horizontal layers.
1100. Is there an outcrop in several places ? Yes. We have only got it at one place at the Burra; we ■ 
have just taken it off the surface.
1101. Do you find that it is good lime ? It is very passable lime, but it is not the best of lime.
1102. Is this shell lime ? Yes ; it is to be found in places there. During the time I was mayor I may 
state that several applications were made to me to know if the common could be selected in small hold
ings. I am confident that if a portion of the common were resumed, there would be any amount of 
selections.

Mr. H. J. Holston, carrier and contractor, Oobar, sworn, and examined :—
1103. Chairman.] What is your occupation ? Carrier and contractor. I carry principally between Cobar Mr.
and the neighbourhood, and Coolabah. The distance between here and Coolabah is about 70 miles. I H. J.Holston. 
carry for Oakden and Brown of Lerida Station, Mr. Leslie of the Amphitheatre, and Mr. Smith of '—■
Mocalamba. I bring supplies back again from the town. 9 Oct., 1889.
1104. Are you a member of the Carriers’ Union ? No.
1105. What do you get a ton from Coolabah to Cobar? The prices vary according to the roads and the 
weather. My contract price is £3 per ton from here—that is a constant price. I mostly get return 
loading. The rate was as high as £12 last winter. The lowest rate has been £2. £3 is my lowest rate.
1106. What is the character of the road between Coolabah and Cobar ? It is a good road in fine weather, 
but it is a very bad road in wet weather. It is similar to the road between Nyngan and Cobar.
1107. Is there any water on the Coolabah Bead ? There is no public water, with the exception of one tank 
13 miles out on the Bourke Bead.
1108. Would the route from Coolabah to Cobar be a better one than from Nyngan to Cobar? As 
regards the cost of making a railway, I believe the Coolabah line will be the cheapest, on account of the 
shorter distance. The cost per mile will be about equal. 70 miles is the distance I travel, but the railway 
would come 7 or 8 miles shorter by cutting off an angle. The route to Coolabah would be out of the way 
altogether for the Nymagee people, and it would be no good to the New Burra Burra mine.
1109. What rate do you get from Nyngan to Cobar for cartage ? It was only £2 4s., for copper teams 
were then very plentiful. I had made an arrangement with Mr. Barton in Cobar, and my return trip was 
to be at the rate of £3 10s. per ton.
1110. You apparently got a better rate for carriage between Coolabah and Cobar than between Nyngan 
and Cobar ? That was only for copper. The copper price to Coolabah is much smaller still, it is only 32s.
I was not referring to copper.
1111. Mr. Copeland.] Do you say that the Company gets its copper carried for 32s. per ton ? Yes ; they 
pay various prices to Nyngan. At the time I am speaking of they were paying £2 4s. a ton to Nyngan.
They then had teams under contract. They would reduce the price on anybody wanting a load.
1112. Are there any rocks that would do for road metal between here and Cobar ? Yes ; but it is very

is no suitable timber for sleepers.
1113. Wouldarailway route from Coolabah be more convenient for the Billygoe mine than the route from 
Nyngan? Yes, much more convenient. There are no other mines opened out in that direction, with the 
exception of the Bald Hills mine. It would not benefit them a great deal, because they are close to Byrock. 
There is only one creek on the road and there is no water in it except after heavy rain.
1114. Mr. Hurley.] What is the character of the land between here and Coolabah ? It is similar to the 
land between here and Nyngan. The majority of it is not open to selection. Patches of it would be fit 
for agriculture.
1115. Mr. Tankini] If a line were constructed from Coolabah to Cobar would it be of advantage to any
body on the southern side of the proposed line from Nyngan to Cobar ? It would be of no use whatever.
1116. Are there any mines or any industries between here and Coolabah ? There are nothing but stations.
1117. Mr. O' Sullivan.] Does the road to Coolabah go to a large extent through leased land ? Yes. There
is a public road through, but it is only a chain or so wide. The roads followed by the teamsters are 
generally through private or leased lands. ■

Mr.



110

Mr. Eobert Jackson, manager, Chesney Cobar Gold-mining Company, Cobar, sworn, and examined 
Mr. 1118. Chairman.'] Are you the manager of the Chesney Cobar Gold-mining Company ? Yes.

R. Jackson. 1119. How long has the Company been formed P The first annual meeting was held on the 31st 
r—-a-—\ August, 1889.
9 Oct., 1889. ] 120. When did they commence operations ? January, 1889. When I came here the shaft was 94 feet 

deep. It was merely a shaft. People had been working here before the Company was formed. They 
might have been at work two years before the Company began working.
1121. Do you hand in a statement showing the expenditure, and the men employed on the mine ? Yes,
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it is as follows:—
Expenditure, 31st August, 1889. £

Plant and Machinery ...................................................................................................... 2,770
Tank and Drains .............................................................................................................. 3,150
Wages................................................................................................................................. 1,773
Mining Material .............................................................................................................. 1,589

£9,282
Men Employed.

Miners ................................................................................................................................... 24
Battery..................................................................   11
Pump ................................................................................................................................... 2
Whipping and carting ..............................................   4
Wood splitters and carters ................................................................................................. 8

49
By the last Directors’ report the erection of other thirty-five head of stamps is contemplated, besides the Huntingdon, 

at present in course of erection.
1122. At the present time are you erecting a Huntingdon mill? Yes, a five-foot Huntingdon mill. 
We have fifteen head of stampers at work now.
1123. Are you in constant work with this battery? Yes, we run all the week rouud, day and night, with
three shifts. That has been going on ever since we started, at the latter end of April. We have four 
shafts down, but at present we are only working two. The deepest of the shafts we are working is 
between 120 feet and 130 feet. We are at present sinking two shafts. The other shaft which we are 
working is 90 feet deep. There are two separate bodies of stone—one is the western run of stone, and 
there is a very large body of it, that is Ho. 2 shaft, which is 90 feet deep. I am crushing some of that 
stone now. .
1124. Is there more than one reef? Yes, I know of five reefs. .
1125. Are they connected by these shafts ? Ho, they are entirely separate. I have started a cross cut 
from the deepest shaft at a depth of 100 feet. I have a reef of solid quartz there, 4 feet thick. The 
eastern reef varies from 6 feet to 6 inches.
1126. What is the width of the other reef you are working ? I cannot say. At present we have it 12 feet 
wide. I am crushing from that reef.
1127. Is that a continuous reef ? It is as far as we cau see. We are merely prospecting it.
1128. Mr. Copeland.] Have you driven along the eastern reef ? Yes, 170 feet. .
1129. Have you crushed everything between the walls ? We have not found the wall of the western lode.
1130. Are you crushing all that you are working ? Yes.
1131. Have you assayed the tailings from the battery ? Yes. What I have assayed myself yielded, I 
reckon, 2J- dwt. or 3 dwt. I have had some tried by other gentlemen in the district, and they said they 
found strong traces of gold.
1132. Have you had any assayed by recognized assayers ? Yes, in Melbourne ; and it gave 2 dwt.—that 
was the loss in the tailings. The blankettings only gave me 4 dwt., which is not worth saving. We have 
little or no pyrites. There is nothing to hinder thorough amalgamation, and no burning is required.
1133. Have you weighed the quicksilver ? My loss has been very light. I have lost about 50 or 60 lb. of 
silver since I started—that is a trifling loss for the quantity of stuff which has been put through.
1134. How far do you intend to sink the main shaft ? It will depend upon the prospect. At present we 
have a very good prospect.
1135. When you have sunk a shaft will you put on more men ? In all probability I will, if the prospects 
warrant it, and when we get more crushing power,
1136. You will not put up more crushing power until you prove the lode ? If this large body continues 
as it is I think it will warrant the Company making a beginning. If they do not put up the whole thirty- 
five head I think they will put up other fifteen head.
1137. What area have you ? 700 or 800 yards on the reef.
1138. Have you any water down below ? Hone. The country is changing at present in the shaft. The 
best material we have had hitherto is a sort of quartzite, carrying very fine gold, but now we can see gold 
freely in the stuff broken down.
1139. Do you anticipate that the mine will turn out to be profitable? Tes ; I would not have come here 
if I did not think it would pay.
1140. Do you think that the mine will last through many years ? It ought to. It all depends upon the 
depth, and I have not the slightest doubt that it will go down.
1141. In that case will there be employment for a large number of people ? Yes. Along the line they 
have found gold everywhere on the surface, and they consider it to be payable.
1142. That is not proven yet ? Ho; but they have found excellent prospects four miles to the north 
and south, which, if proven and payable, ought to give full work to a great many thousand people.
1143. Do you anticipate that that will be continuously payable? Ho; but it will be found payable 
occasionally.
1144. Do you find the gold in shoots ? I cannot tell, but so far as I know it is.
1145. Have you carried the gold for the whole of 170 feet ? Ho ; unfortunately we encountered a very
large slide away to the south. In rising we struck the same thing, and also in going south.
1146. Did you get the reef on the other side of the slide? Ho ; we have not found the reef yet. I have
travelled over a bit of the country here. I have been away to the south-east, and I believe that is going
to be a large field for minerals. I will not say for gold, but I have not the slightest doubt that there will 
be copper and silver found away to the south-east—between here and Mount Hope there are 50 or 60 miles 
of country that would be dotted lover with mining townships if they had facilities for settlement and 
prospecting.

Mr.
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Mr. Daniel E. Kenane, Post and Telegraph Master, Cobar, sworn, and examined.
1147. Chairman.~] Are you postmaster at Cobar ? Tes. Mr.
1148. Have you prepared a statement showing the business done at the Post Office here for the year 1888, D.R. Kenane. 
and also up to the present time P Tes. The particulars given in that statement are correct to the best of
my knowledge. ^ ®c^-> 1889.
1149. It appears that the business has not fallen off in any way during the last six months ? Tes. The 
following is the return :—

Money Obdeb and Govebnment Savings Bank business eob Yeab ending Dec., 1888.
No. of Orders issued ...................................................................................................................... 2,195
No. of Savings Bank Deposits ..................................................................................................... 641
No. of Orders paid.......................................................................................................................... 496
No. of Savings Bank Withdrawals .............................................................................................. 123

3,355

£ s. d.
Commission on Money Orders .......................................................................................... 88 8 0
Amount of Orders issued .................................................................................................. 8,134 14 4
Amount of Savings Bank Deposits .................................................................................. 4,586 10 1
Amount of Orders paid...................................................................................................... 2,123 8 8
Amount of Savings Bank Withdrawals..............................................................................  2,374 11 8
Bemittanee Chief Office...................................................................................... ...............  7,359 9 7

Total..................................................................................  £24,667 2 4

Money Obdeb and Govebnment Savings Bank business fob Nine Months ending 30th Sett., 1889.
No. of Orders issued ..................................................................................................................... 1,519
No. of Savings Bank Deposits.......................................................................................................... 328
No. of Orders paid .......................................................................................................................... 437
No. of Savings Bank Withdrawals.................................................................................................. 188

Total 2,472

Commission on Money Orders.............
Amount of Orders issued .....................
Amount of Savings Bank Deposits .....
Amount of Orders paid .........................
Amount of Savings Bank Withdrawals 
Bemittanee Chief Office.........................

£ s. d. 
59 17 0 

4,940 11 2 
2,499 10 7 
1,633 11 7 
3,841 10 11 
2,014 0 8

Total £14,989 1 11

Post Oefice.
£ s. d.

Postal revenue for 1888...................................................................................................... 1,134 13 0
Postal revenue for half-year ending 30th June, 1889 ................................................... 604 7 3
Number of letters registered in 1888 .......................................................................................... 2,333
Number of letters registered for nine mouths ending 30th September, 1889 ....................... 2,063

Mails.
To and from Nyngan and Cohar ...............................'....................................... Three times a week.
To and from Bourke and Cobar...................................................................................... Once a week.
To and from Nymagee and Cobar.................................................................................. Twice a week.
To and from Louth and Cobar .......... '......................................................................... Once a week.
To and from Gilgunnia and Cobar.................................................................................. Once a week.

Private bags on Bourke-Cobar Boad.—Yanda Creek, Coronga Downs, Tindarey, Wilgaroon, Curraweena, and loose mail 
for Mount Billagoe..

Private hags on Nymagee-Cobar Boad.—The Priory and Nillera.
Private hags on Cobar-Nyngan Boad.—“ Nairn” Burra Mine.
Private bags on Louth-Cobar Boad.—Buckwaroon, Puipulla, Booroondara Downs, Wuttagoona.
Private bags on Gilgunnia-Cobar Boad.—Lerida, Bulgoo, Central Block C, Thule, Wirlong, Belford, Lachlan Downs. 
Back Country Mails towards Wilcannia (Cobar-Nekarboo line).—Springfield, Kaleno, Tiltargara, Nekarboo, Fulham 

Park, Kevv, Paddington, Sandy Creek. -
Cobar-Barnato line.—Tambua, Gidgee, Innesowen, Tiltagoona, Mulga Downs, Bulla Bulla (two or three Government 

tanks on this road).
Telegbaphs.

Bevenue for 1888 .......................................................................................................... £914 10s. lid.
Number of messages transmitted in 1888 .................................................................................12,636

Eeturns for nine months ending 30th September, 1889 :—
Number of messages transmitted.................................................................................................. 8,674
Bevenue .............................................................................................................................. £597 8s. Id.

1150. How long have you been here ? About nine years. ■
1151. How does the business compare now with what it was some years ago ? There was more business
about four or five years ago, better than it is now. "

5 (a)-F BULGOO,
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BULGOO, THURSDAY, 10 OCTOBER, 1889.
[The Sectional Committee met at “ Douhler/ate’s Hotel,” Bulgoo Station, at 12 noon.~\

jprmttt:—
The Honorable WILLIAM JOSEPH TRICKETT (Chairman). .

Henry Copeland, Esq. Edward William O’Sullivan, Esq.
James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq. John Hurley, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed railway from Nyngan to Cohar.

Mr. Alexander Fulton, manager of Bulgoo Station, sworn, and examined:—
A sSt H52. Chairman^, What is your occupation? Manager of the Bulgoo Station for the Bank of New

1_r_,n* South Wales. The homestead is 28 miles distant from Cobar. I have been here about six months. I was
10 Oct. 1889. Inariaging Springfield, the adjoining station, for about seven years.

' 1153. How do you get your goods to and from Sydney? By rail to Nyngan and thence by team. We
suffer great inconvenience during wet weather. A short time ago it was almost a case of starvation with
us. We could not get flour at any price last May. It takes about eight days on an average in very 
favourable weather to come from Nyngan here. In bad weather it is impossible to travel on the road.
1154. What is the longest time you have known goods to be on the road from here to Nyngan ? Three 
months. Lately they were two months on the road. It is all right in fine weather.
1155. What is the average rate per ton for carriage ? £6 from Nyngan to this place. A short time ago
I paid £14 per ton. "
1156. Do you always get your goods from and send them away, by Nyngan ? Yes, unless I get stores 
from the Cobar storekeepers.
1157. If the railway were extended to Cobar what would be the advantage to you ? It would be an 
advantage in the carrying of the wool downwards and in getting goods up here. It would also be a great 
convenience for travelling.
1158. Is not the road between here and Cobar quite as bad as the road between Cobar and Nyngan ? No ; 
—there are one or two bad places. We are now mending one place. Mr. Oakden and three or four of 
us are spending £30 or £40 in making a road across a cowl.
1159. Would the railway to Cobar be any advantage to you in removing stock in time of drought ? Yes. 
We would be likely to avail ourselves of it for that purpose. We could not do so when there is drought 
all over the country like there was last year, but that is a very rare occurrence.
1160. Do you know the surveyed line for the proposed railway from Cobar to Wilcannia ? Yes, I know 
it very well. It is a flat country all the way out to the Meadows—33 miles from Cobar, where there are 
a few little hills. There could not be an easier country for a railway.
1161. Is there any timber in the locality suitable for railway sleepers ? There is only pine timber and 
fair box ;—there is no iron-bark.
1162. Is there any stone along the line suitable for ballast ? There is a great quantity of stone on the 
rises along the line. It is a flaky sort of stone, but it does very well for building.
1163. Mr. O’Sullivan.] Where do you get your stores from? Fms Nyngan and Cobar. We get none 
from South Australia or Yictoria by the river. We are about 128 miles from the river, and there is no 
road. We could get to Louth, which is only 100 miles away.
1164. Are there many other stations here held by the banks ? Not many ;—there is Wittagoona and 
Baden Park.
1165. Do many other stations like yours send their wool to Sydney and get their stores from there ? 
Yes, the adjoining stations do.
1166. If the railway were taken from Cobar to Wilcannia would it be a great accommodation to all the 
stations along the route ? Yes. It would not benefit us as much as it would benefit others, because the 
homestead would be 26 miles away from the railway.
1167. If a railway were constructed from Nyngan to Werris Creek, do you think that the station owners 
would avail themselves of that line to remove stock in time of drought to the mountain runs ? Certainly 
they would. I went through three years drought the first time I came up here, and I would have done 
anything to get the sheep away. At present we have to stand by and see the sheep and cattle die.
1168. Mr. Tonkin.] Are there any minerals about this district ? Yes, I think I am going to find a gold
mine in Bulgoo before very long. I know of gold having been found within 10 miles of here. There are 
no men working at mining about here at present.
1169. Will the construction of a railway to Wilcannia secure a traffic that now goes by the river ? Certainly, 
there is Marsfield for instance. All their stock goes to Hay and Balranald. If we had a railway here they 
would use it—then there is Mount Murchison, which also sends its wool to Balranald.
1170. Supposing the river were half the cost of railway carriage, do you think that any of the stations 
would avail themselves of the Sydney market ? I cannot say. Most of the people whose stations are 
along the river, have their wool sheds right on the river close to the steamers. It would be farther for 
them to carry their wool to the railway stations.
1171. Is the river navigable every season ? Certainly not, it is very treacherous.
1172. When the river is not navigable would those people use the railway ? Certainly. I have seen them 
myself bring wool from Nelyambo.
1173. Mr. Copeland.] How many acres have you on your run ? 124,000 acres—62,000 in the leasehold,
and 62,000 acres in the resumed areas. This year we have 25,000 sheep on the run. We lost a lot since 
last year. With lambs and everything we will have about 32,000 sheep on the the run. We have had a 
good lambing this year, about 50 per cent. This is an exceptionally bad year. Last year 52,000 sheep 
were shorn on the station.
1174. What rent are you paying ? Id. per acre for the leasehold, and |d. per acre for the resumed area. 
The run will carry more than one sheep to 4 or 5 acres in good seasons, but in bad seasons it will not 
carry half that many. The average would be one sheep to every 5 acres. The average is about 400 bales 
per annum. This year I have 263 bales, averaging a little over 4 cwt. each.
1175. Is the difference between the number of sheep you had last year and the number you had this year
on account of the number lost by drought ? Yes. 1176.
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1176. How many tons of wool have you to send away this year ? About 50 tons. In a fair average p^fton 
season we would have 400 bales—that is about 80 tons.
1177. TVhat do you pay for carriage between here and Nyngan ? I believe "Wright, Heaton, & Co. are ]o"ortl889
paying about £4 2s. 6d. per ton, but our arrangement is to carry the wool right through to Sydney. ’’ ‘
1178. Have you any cattle on the station? No.
1179. Do you consider the run is heavily stocked at present ? No ; it would carry another 10,000 sheep.
1180. Are you cultivating any land? Tes; 16 acres—some wheat, a little oats, and a small patch of 
lucerne. They are cultivated for hay. The yield is about 1 ton of hay per acre. Some years we get 
nothing, other years we get a splendid crop. This year we expect to get nearly 2 tons per acre. The 
wheat is now about 3 feet high, but it is somewhat late.
1181. What month did you sow in ? In May, after the rain commenced.
1182. Do you think that you would have had a better crop if you had sown before the rain commenced ?
Tes, in April. The lucerne is flourishing. I am irrigating that from the tanks. It is now about 1 foot 
high, and it has only been sown since July.
1183. Are you satisfied that if reasonable precaution were taken to sow before the rain commenced that
you could rely upon having a profitable crop? Yes. 1
1184. Out of the 164,000 acres which you hold, what proportion do you think could be utilised for culti
vation if the land was cleared and sown before the rains commenced ? Dully half of it.
1185. Would it not pay to cultivate in order to feed your sheep in case of drought, stacking the hay or 
making ensilage ? I am afraid not. Although we have successful crops at times, the seasons here are 
bad as a rule.
1186. Do you anticipate that you will stock up the run ? Tes, by the natural increase.
1187. Do you think that the grass or herbage has improved by the depasturing of stock ? Tes ; we have 
blue grass, Mitchell grass, crow-foot, and other natural grasses. There is no salt-bush here now. It has
all gone since the sheep were put on. The pine scrub is rapidly increasing. *
1188. Is that owing to the feeding of the sheep ? Tes ; I think the sheep press down the seeds of the 
pine. We have the emu bush, the mulga, the leopard wood, the rosebush; these are the most edible 
scrubs for sheep. The scrubs which are no value for sheep are yarran, sandal wood, budda, and the 
pine.
1189. Are the edible bushes increasing or decreasing ? I think they are pretty stationery. The pine is 
the only thing which I notice is encroaching. There is no method that 1 know of for propagating those 
edible hushes.
1190. Have you any homestead lessees on the resumed area? None.
1191. Would much of the land on the resumed area be fit for homestead leases ? I think so.
1192. Are there many yarran flats on the resumed area? Tes ; but it is a good deal rougher than the
Committee have seen—it is rather hilly.
1193. Is there as good land on the resumed area as on the leasehold area ? Tes, in places.
1194. Do you think the country is sufficiently watered by tanks? We have five big tanks on the
leasehold area, and two or three little ones. The leasehold area is divided into two paddocks. There are 
a couple of small horse paddocks.
1195. Would it not be more beneficial to divide it into smaller paddocks? Tes; the most profitable' 
size would be 5 miles square with a good tank in the centre.
1196. If the bank consented, would you not have a considerable amount of work to do in excavating 
additional tanks ? I would have one more tank to excavate, and I would have the fencing to do. I do 
not intend to do any ringbarking, but I intend to do some scrubbing if I am allowed.
1197. Would ringing and scrubbing materially improve the capabilities of the run ? It would carry a 
quarter as many stock again if the pine were all rung. It would cost 8d. or 9d. an acre to scrub the 
land, and the same to ring it.
1198. In that case your yield of wool would increase 25 per cent ? Tes ; and that would give additional 
carriage to the railway.
1199. How many men do you employ on the whole run ? Six. That is about the average number all 
the year round. I pay £1 to 25s. a week with rations to the men I employ. They are all Europeans 
except a Chinese cook. There are 25 horses on the run and 25 dairy cows.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—BAIWAY FBOM NYNGAN TO COBAB. 43

Mr. Henry W. Davis, storekeeper and bookkeeper on Bulgoo Station, sworn and examined :—
1200. Chairman.'] What is your occupation ? Storekeeper and bookkeeper oh Bulgoo Station for the last w"rj) •
seven or eight years, with little intermission. * 'A aTI3'
1201. Can you give us some information as to the rates of freight between Nyngan and Bulgoo ? The Qct 1889
station stores from Bowan & Co. cost, for carriage, £6 9s. per ton from Nyngan to Bulgoo. £3 is rather a ’’ '
high rate from Cobar to Bulgoo. We sometimes get it for £2, or sometimes 30s. from Cobar to Bulgoo.
£8 maybe put down as the rate of carriage from Nyngan to Bulgoo for this season. I have known it to 
be as low as from £5 to £6.
1202. How many teams a year are employed in bringing the station supplies from Nyngan to the Station ?
One dozen teams. The extreme loading would be 5 or 6 tons each team. The total quantity of goods 
would amount to about 50 tons during the year, at an average price of £5 or £6 per ton.
1203. Do you frequently employ your own teams to bring supplies in addition to those teams ? Some
times, but not frequently. There is generally a bullock team engaged. It goes into Cobar for goods.
Sometimes we send wool down with our own teams and bring goods from Nyngan, but not often ; 50 tons 
a year would cover the whole.
1204. Have you hawkers bringing you supplies of various kinds ? Tes, six or seven last month. A great 
many come during the shearing time. We had fifty hands engaged this year, and the shearers generally 
buy from the hawkers.

Mr. Eavel Sallaway, publican, sworn, and examined:—•
1205. Chairman?] What is your occupation ? I am a publican. I have lived here for two years, but I Mr.
have been in the district for ten years. E. Sallaway.
1206. Mr. Hurley.] Have you carried out any agriculture ? Tes ; this is the second year I have tried it. 'A~-—v
1207. Do you consider that your crop is a satisfactory one ? Tes. 1208. 10 Oct., 1889.
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Mr- 1208. Have you any knowledge of boring for water ? Tes, in mining. Since 1853 I was never off the 
F. Sallaway. gold-fields. ' .

1209. Have you heard the opinion expressed, or have you formed the opinion yourself, as to this country 
10 Oct., 18S9. being in a cretaceous formation ? I do not say that that is the case here; but I believe we are very close to

it, and that within 10 miles we could get water by boring.
1210. Have you had any evidence of it from personal observation p Tes ; at Tiltagoona I saw a well 
where a man had sunk 90 feet. The water rose to 60 feet in the shaft. It is good soft fresh water, and 
the well is now being used.
1211. If that well had been bored deeper do you think it would come across an underground river ? Tes.
30,000 sheep were watered there, and it has given a constant supply to many others. The country here 
is very similar.
1212. Would it give an enhanced value to your land if water were obtained here ? Tes.
1213. Have you grown anything else besides what is now growing in your paddock ? Tes ; I havegrown 
cabbages, melons, cauliflowers, peas, sufflcient for ourselves and all who pass; and we have given bags of 
them away. The land we have cultivated is very prolific.
1214. Will the passage of the present Land Bill prevent settlement ? I think so.
1215. Will the people within a radius of 10 miles gain an advantage by the construction of a railway to 
Wilcannia? Tes ; it would be a great advantage.
1216. If you were selling out what value per acre, exclusive of improvements, would you place upon your 
land ? I would want £5 an acre for it.
1217. Is there an abundance of land the same as yours within a radius of 15 miles of your holding ? 
Tes ; there are a great many more favourable spots.
1218. Where do you get your goods from ? Sometimes from Sydney and sometimes from Cobar. I have 
got no goods by the river. I believe a contractor at Barnito got goods by the river.
1219. Would the railway obtain that kind of traffic ? Tes.
1220. Is there any timber or ballast along the proposed railway line ? There is plenty of box and plenty 
of ballast, consisting of loose slaty rock. There are indications of copper about here.
1221. Have you been through from here to Wilcannia ? Tes ; all the country is very nearly the same as 
it is here, and all very nearly the same value. It is better for agriculture the nearer you get to the river.
1222. Chairman.'] .Do you know where the line is surveyed from Cobar to Wilcannia ? Tes.
1223. What is the nature of the country along there ? Prom 10 miles out of Cobar to Barnito, which is 
50 miles from Cobar, the country is stony and ridgy, and it cannot be avoided by the railway ; but from 
Barnito all the way to Wilcannia it is all flat country like what it is in this locality.
1224. Is this crop you have in now the first crop that you have had? Tes.
1225. How many crops did you plant before that ? Only one.
1226. Will this be a rich crop ? It will not be an extraordinarily rich crop, but it will pay me.
1227. Is there any quantity of country in this locality suitable for growing wheat and oats ? Tes ; any
amount far superior to mine. .
1228. Mr. O'Sullivan.] Do you irrigate your land ? No.

. 1229. Are they leasehold or resumed areas in this vicinity ? Leasehold areas.

SANDY CREEK, THURSDAY 10 OCTOBER, 1889.
\The Sectional Committee met at the “ Sandy Creek Hotel," at S p.m.]

present:—
The Honorable WILLIAM JOSEPH TBICKETT (Chairman).

Henry Copeland, Esq. Edward William O’Sullivan, Esq.
James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq. John Hurley, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed railway from Nyngan to Cobar.

Mr. Edward W. Meredith, hotelkeeper, sworn, and examined:—
Mr.E. W. 1230. Chairman.] What is your occupation ? Hotelkeeper.
Meredith. 1231. How far is it from here to Cobar ? Forty-two miles.

/r~T~K^ ' 1232. Mr. O'Sullivan^] How long have you lived in this district ? Eleven years ; I was formerly emploved 
10 Oct., 1889. on p>arnit0 Station.

1233. In what direction do the teams go from Barnito Station ? They shear at Nelyambo and send the
wool down the river, '
1234. Which way do the teams generally go in this district ? Most of the teams go from here to Cobar—■ 
no teams pass my door going towards the river. There is no main road from here to the river. The 
people about here obtain their goods through Cobar.
1235. When was your crop sown which you have adjoining the hotel? The last week in July.
1236. Is it in good condition ? Tes, it is very good.
1237. Have any other good crops been obtained from that paddock ? Tes ; I believe three or four, about 
2% tons to the acre, were obtained in succession. It only failed once, and that was last year, on account 
of the drought.
1238. Do the crops fail entirely frequently in this district ? Once in three or four years.
1239. Chairman.] Are you acquainted with any part of the surveyed line between Cobar and Wilcannia? 
Tes, with a portion that runs from Mulga Downs, which is about 45 miles from Cobar, to Barnito, which is 
about 60 miles from Cobar.
1240. What is the character of the country? Yery flat and suitable for a railwmy. In parts it is well 
timbered with pine. There is a pretty fair quantity of box.
1241. Is there material suitable for ballast? Tes, in different places not far from the line.
1242. If a railway were constructed from Cobar to Wilcannia would people between this place and the 
railway line avail themselves of it ? Most certainly.
1243. What stations do you know of that would be served by it ? The Barnito, the Meadows, Spring
field, Bulgoo, Mulga Downs, Inisowen, Tiltagoona, Bulla Bulla, Tiltagara, Pool Ppola: these are all near 
the line, 1244,
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1244. Are these all large grazing runs ? Tes, fair sized runs—generally there is a large quantity of
stock on them A large quantity of wool would be sent away from those stations by the railway, and a 
large quantity of stores would be brought back. _
1245. Have you heard any graziers in the district say that if a railway were constructed they would
utilise it in sending away their stock in times of drought ? No, but from what I know of the stations 
there is no doubt they would do so. _ _
1246. Mr. Copeland.'] Do you think there is much land in the neighbourhood lit to grow crops like your
own? Tes, there is any amount of land like that in the district. _
1247. What proportion of the land in the district would be fit for cultivation like yours ? About one-
third if it were cleared. _ _ _ _
1248. Have you ever tried to grow grain allowing the wheat to ripen in the ear ? No—it is always cut
for hay. .
1249. Would there be any market for hay in Wilcannia ? There is always a market for hay and chaff m
this district. t t .
1250. If a railway were constructed right through would you be able to find a market in Wilcannia for 
any produce you could grow here ? Tes.
1251. Do you know whether the goods which go up from the river go from Sydney to Hay and then come
here? No; I think all the goods come from Adelaide, except a little. I think the wool also goes down to 
Adelaide. . # .
1252. So that in the event of constructing the line through to Wilcannia we should simply be enabling 
the people to send their wool to Adelaide ? No; they would send their wool to Sydney if a railway were
made. _ . .
1253. Do you think they would send their wool to Sydney if they could send it by the river cheaper . 
There is no doubt that if a railway were constructed the squatters and graziers would send their wool to 
Sydney, and they would not send it out of the Colony.

Mr. E. W. 
Meredith.

10 Oct., 1889. .

Mr. John Cameron, manager of Marfield station, sworn, and examined :—
1254. Chairman.] What is your occupation ? Manager of Marfield station, the property of Fartiere Mr.
and Company. That station is about 40 miles south of the proposed railway to Wilcannia. _ J. Cameron.
1255. What is your nearest point at present for sending wool and produce ? This year we have sent it /—-x-—\ 
into Wilcannia on account of the river being up ; that is a distance of about 60 miles. We usually send 10 Oet., 1889, 
it to Hav. The distance by the river is shorter, and the freight a little cheaper, but very little, down to
Port Victor, in South Australia. . .
1256. What number of sheep have you on your station? About 17,000, but we are bringing a lot of
24.000 on just now. I am now going to inspect 12,000 more, with a view to purchasing them. Our
number of stock is low at present owing to the drought which killed our flocks right and left. We hung 
on to them to the very last. We kept them alive for fully twelve months on nothing else but the scrub, 
but then they had to go. _
1257. What is the extent of Marfield station ? About ten 10-mile blocks.
1258. Before the drought what number of sheep had you on the station ? 83,000. The number actually
lost was about 69,000; that was during the year 1888 and part of 1889.
1259. How are you off for water on the station ? We are right enough; we have really good tanks all
the way round. The sheep did not die for want of water but for want of feed. _ _
1260. Have you made any efforts to grow produce for the sheep, or to save the pasture while it was good?
Not so far.
1261. Is the run divided into small paddocks? We have a number of small paddocks for stud purposes, 
and so on ; the ordinary paddocks are 5 and 6 miles square.
1262. What is the character of the bushes that sustain the stock in drought? Principally emu bush and 
mulga. We cut down a mixture of all sorts—hop bush, &c.
1263. Did they die because they ate up all those shrubs ? There was not sufficient substance for them.
They appeared to do well enough for a time, but I think after a certain time that sort of food tells upon 
them—they require a little grass with it.
1264. During that time would it have been practicable for you to have moved any part of the stock to 
other parts of the Colony ? It would have been impossible; there was no feed anywhere.
1265. Supposing there had been a railway, within 40 miles of the station would it have been of any use
for you to move the sheep ? Tes ; we would certainly have shifted them to wherever we could hear of 
feed—that is if there was no sale for them at the time. I had several letters from Mr. Partiere asking 
me if I could not shift some of them, but it was an impossibility. _
1266. If the railway were constructed would the wool and stock be sent by it in preference to the river
route ? Most certainly for 40 miles. _ _
1267. What other runs are there within a reasonable distance of the proposed line of railway which would 
be served by it ? Baden Park, which consists of about 3f 10-mile blocks, and then there is Terawynia 
consisting of about eleven 10-mile blocks. There are about 30,000 sheep on the first named run and 
about 120,000 sheep were shorn on the second run this year. Then there is Mount Manara, consisting of 
about four 10-miie blocks—there are 21,000 sheep on that run at present. There is Kilfera run con
sisting of about thirteen 10-mile blocks, 80,000 sheep; then Nekarboo run, consisting of about three 10-mile 
blocks. They shore about 13,000 sheep after the drought, but they have been buying since. The area of 
a 10-mile block is 64,000 acres.
1268. With regard to the runs you have mentioned did they sustain great losses during the drought of 
1.888-1889 ? The majority of them did.
1269. Do you know -what were the actual losses ? I cannot say for certain, but I think they are about as 
follows. On Baden Park the losses were about 6,000. I do not think that Terawynia had any losses to 
speak of, as they had a shower of rain in the right time. The same happened with regard to Albemarle 
station. At Mount Manara the losses were about 9,000. Kilfera lost about 30,000. They started to 
shift some of the sheep during the drought towards Orange. They travelled them right through, but 
they did not succeed for want of pasture and water. On the Nekarboo station they lost about 13,000 or
14.000 sheep,

1270,
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1270. If there had been a railway do you think the owners of those stations would have moved away 
their sheep during the drought ? Tes, I have heard the owners say more than once that, if we had had

ion f iRsq 0lrk ^ere t^e railways which are made about Sydney and Melbourne, they would have shifted away their 
. 0 ■’ - 9' stock, instead of allowing them to die on their hands.

1271. "What does it cost your station per year for carriage, by teams, of your wool ? From Marfield to 
Hay it cost £6 16s. Id. per ton.
,1272. What would it cost per ton to bring it to the nearest point on the projected railway line from 
Cobar to Wilcannia? At the outside it would be about 30s. We send away about 130 tons of wool 
from our station in a good season. This year we will be bringing in a great lot of goods for station 
purposes, because we are wire-netting our run. The ordinary average would be about 10 tons of goods 
per annum.
1273. Is any portion of your run suitable for agriculture ? About half of it.
1274. Even in ordinary seasons ? In good seasons.
1275. Have you many rabbits on your run ? Tes, any number. The drought killed a lot, but they are 
now increasing very, rapidly. I am working at them nowr with bi-sulphide of carbon, but it is very 
expensive and very slow. The bulk of the country is now undermined with rabbit burrows. They were 
very bad up to the time of the drought of 1888. I think they were gaining upon us. We had from

■ eighty to 100 rabbiters on in 1888.
1276. Mr. Copeland^ Do you cultivate any land ? Tes ; there are about 31 acres in this year—19 acres
of wheat and 12 acres of oats. I sowed in the beginning of May. It is a beautiful crop this year ; it is 
now about 4 feet 6 inches high. We will cut it for hay, and I expect to get If tons to 2 tons per acre. 
I think this country is better suited for wheat than for oats. .
1277. Would it not pay to cultivate more land ? Tes; I am sorry I have not put in more than 100 
acres.
1278. Would it not pay to cultivate land so as to provide food for sheep in time of drought? Tes; 
especially for stud sheep. It is my intention to cut some natural grass this year.
1279. Have you tried ensilage ? No; but I am thinking of going in for it. I think half of our run 
would be as suitable for cultivation as the portion I have cultivated.
1280. Have you any homestead leases on your run? No; the resumed area is the roughest part of 
the run.

‘ ' ' 1281. How many acres does it take to carry a sheep in average seasons ? One sheep to 6 acres.
1282. Do you find the grazing capabilities of the land improved by depasturing sheep ? Tes; when a
lot of the low scrub and other stuff is taken off grass and other herbage comes up instead.
1283. In a few years will the land be capable of carrying more stock than at present ? Tes ; the sheep
help to harden the country, so that the water runs into the tanks and the feed is also improved.
1284. Are you ring-barking any country ? Not so far, and we have no intention of doing so. We scrub 
our horse paddocks.
1285. Mr. Tonkin.'] Where do the stations you have mentioned send their wool ? The Terawynia wool 

‘goes to Adelaide, the wool from Mount Manara, Baden Park, and Kilfera goes to Hay and thence to 
Sydney. Terawynia station belongs to Melbourne people.
1286. In the event of the railway being constructed from Cobar to Wilcannia do you think those stations • 
instead of sending their wool by the river would send it by train to Sydney? If the railway were cheaper 
most decidedly they would send it by the railway.

' 1287. If the carriage was a little cheaper by the river than by railway, do you think they would send their 
, wopl to Adelaide instead of to Sydney ? I think the railway would have the preference, because it is so 
much quicker.
1288. Will the stations you have mentioned be better served by the proposed line than by the Hay rail- 

‘way? Tes.
1289. Does any of the wool that goes to Hay go to Deniliquin and to Melbourne instead of to Sydney ?

'Some of it goes to Melbourne, but the bulk of it goes to Sydney. If the proposed line were made prob
ably the whole of it would go to Sydney. '
1290. Mr. Hurley/] During the eleven years that jou have been engaged on stations did you ever expe- 

‘rierice so bad a drought as that of 1888-89 ? No.
1291. Did you ever experience a season before that would cause you to send your sheep away from the 

'district? Tes, once before. If a railway were in existence we would have had to use it twice to send
away the sheep. •
1292. Mr. O'Sullivan.] If a railway were in existence during the drought could you have brought up 
some fodder, and thus have saved the sheep ? We could have helped them for a week or two, until we could

'have got them into the train. I daresay we could have fed some of our stud sheep, but it would not pay 
the station to feed all the sheep.

T293. If a railway were constructed from Nyngan to Wilcannia, and from Nyngan to Werris Creek, 
would the pastoralists avail themselves of it to remove sheep in times of drought ? Tes, I think so.

'1294. Mr. Hurley.] What number of hands have you employed on the station under your supervision ? 
On an average we have about twenty men

.1295. What would be the average wages paid to those men ? £1 a week and rations.
1296. So that for £50 a week that station is managed ? Tes, at present.

' 1297. Chairman^] How far are you from Cobar by road at present ? 149 miles.
. 1298. So that a railway to Cobar would be of no advantage to you at present ? No. I do not think we
' would send our produce this way. It is a very rough track.

. Mr.
J. Cameron.

PADDINGTON,
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PADDINGTON, IBID AT, 11 OOTOBIB, 1889.
\The Sectional Committee met at “ Belarahoon Hotel" Paddington Station, at 12 noon.~\

present:
The Honobable WILLIAM JOSEPH TEICKETT (Chairman).

Heney Copeland, Esq. Edward William O’Sulliyan, Esq.
James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq. John Hurley, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Nyngan to Cobar.

Mr. Michael Honan, publican, sworn, and examined :—
1299. Chairman.'] What is your occupation P Publican; I keep the “ Belarahoon Hotel.” Mr.
1300. How many miles is this place from Cobar ? About 72 miles. M. Honan.
1301. How do you get your goods here ? Sometimes via Wilcannia from Adelaide, when the river is up; /— 
sometimes from Cobar. At present the cheapest route is from Adelaide by the river. However, that is H Oct.j 1889. 
not reliable, because sometimes there is no navigation for six months in the year. The surveyed line of
railway from Cobar to Wilcannia is between 25 and 40 miles from this place.
1302. If that line were constructed as far as Cobar, would it be of any advantage to you ? Yes; Sydney ' 
is the place where we all wish to get our goods from, because we are known to the merchants there, and
we would rather deal with them.
1303. Would it be a greater convenience if the line were constructed to Wilcannia ? Yes; I should deal 
direct with Sydney, and we would then be sure of getting what we wanted.
1304. Do many teams pass here ? Yes ; a great many. At present they come to the Paddington wool- 
scouring. After the wool is scoured it is taken to Hay and sent to Victoria or Adelaide.
1305. How far is Hay by road from this station ? Close on 200 miles.
1306. Would the railway be of any advantage for getting scoured wool away ? Yes; it would be quite 
close to the railway.
1307. Is this a central scouring place for the district ? Yes ; all the pastoralists wish to have the wool 
scoured, because it saves carriage and brings a better price at home.
1308. Is there much wool scoured at this establishment? Yes ; they are getting wool at present from 
Eulham station, very close to the proposed railway line. They also get wool from Nekarboo station, 28 
miles from here, and within about 14 or 16. miles of the proposed line. They are also getting it from 
Tiltagara station, 15 miles away. Then there is Mr. M'Pherson’s station—Keewong.
1309. Is the carriage to Hay very expensive from here ? £7 15s. per ton. It is a distance of 220 miles.
1310. Is this a good district for agricultural purposes ? It is a very good country for agriculture, when 
there is anything like a fair average rainfall. It will grow anything with anv country I have ever been 
in, and I have travelled in England, Ireland, and part of the Continent. I planted the crop which I 
have now growing a little over four months ago. \V(‘ have had 9 or 10 inches of rain since then. The 
crop consists of wheat and oats. The oats are only an experiment, and I have sown 5 or 6 acres of them.
It is a very satisfactory crop of oats. Some of them are now 5 feet 2 inches high. I expect about 43 .
cwt., to the acre of oats for hay.
1311. dAr. Oopeland.] What is the height of the wheat crop ? The average is 4 feet 9 inches. It is as 
good as you could find in New South Wales. I expect that will go fully 2 tons to the acre.
1312. How long have you been in this district ? I have been in the district three years altogether.
1313. Do you think that your crop will be a fair average crop in a good season ? I am perfectly certain of it.
1314. Is it difficult ground to work ? No ; the ground was lying fallow when I took it in hand—it had 
been partly cleared. I ploughed more than half of it and let it lie for a short time until the rain came ; 
then I sowed it all myself. The area of the field is nearly 20 acres. It is not very laborious work to

. cultivate the land. The clearing is the principal part.
1315. Have you.a good supply of water ? I have a very good tank which was constructed before I came 
here.. During the last drought it never went within 7 feet of the bottom—that is very exceptional 
in this district. The tank has been sunk deep so that evaporation is not so great as it would, be if there 
was more superficial area.
1316. Is your land a fair sample of the country round for agricultural purposes? I fancy it is about • 
the worst of it, because it is rather hilly.
1317. Are you unable to extend your present area? Yes. I do not know whether this is on the 
resumed or on the leasehold area. There are no homestead leases about here.
1318. "Would you be glad to select an additional 600 acres if you could at £1 per acre ? I would indeed.
1319. "What do you expect to make out of the land you have cultivated;—how much per acre profit'5
Eully £15 per acre. r y
1320. Do you think, if this land were open for selection, there are other people who would enter upon 
cultivation ? Yes ; it only wants to be tried with a little capital.
1321. What would it cost per acre to clear your land ? £20.
1322. Mr. Hurley.] If you were selling, what value would you place upon the land, apart from the
improvements ? £4 per acre.
1323. Is the land around you for a distance 10 miles equal to what you have got ? Yes ; provided it is
cleared and worked. ’ J
1324. Is the market limited ? We have a ready sale amongst the squatters without going to any market.
1325. Do you think that the western country has been faithfully represented or misrepresented when it 
was stated that it was of no use whatever ? I believe it has been misrepresented. I have demonstrated 
that clearly here.
1326. Is there plenty of room in this district to give settlement to a large settled population ? Yes ;

. hundreds of thousands could be settled here.*
1327. Mr. O’Sullivan.] Supposing you had had this crop here last year, and you had gathered it, what do 
you think you would have cleared ? £1,500 or £2,000 on 20 acres alone.
1328. In what direction do most of the teams go that pass your door ? Most of them to Wilcannia and
Hay. Wilcannia is 120 miles distant and Hay 210 miles. 1329.

* Note (<w revision):—I meant “ the whole western district” when I said hundreds of thousands could be settled there.
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Mr.
M. Honan.

11. Oct., 1889.

1329. If the railway came within 40 miles of your homestead, would it tap the trade that now gees to 
Wilcannia and Hay? I am certain it would. It would he cheaper. The teams from Wilcannia and Hay 
are not a certainty at present. We sometimes have to wait for two or three weeks.

Charles E. MTherson, Esq., proprietor of Paddington Station, sworn, and examined:—
C. K. 1330. Chairman.^ Are you part owner of Paddington Station ? Yes; the whole run is called Paddington, 

M'Pherson, and it consists of about eight and a half 10-mile blocks. At present there are 50,000 sheep on the station.
At the beginning of last year I had 102,000 sheep on it. I lost about 30,000 during the drought, and I

■i■frTi^isaa s0^ a great number—about 18,000. ,
11 Oet., 1889. iggq. Where do you send your wool to market ? This year it is all going to Hay—that is about 180 miles 

distant. If the river were navigable it would go to Melbourne. When the river is not navigable it goes 
to Sydney. In years like last year most of the wool would go to Cobar. The freight from here to 
Nyngan at present is about £5 10s. per ton. During the drought I paid as much as £12 per ton. At 
present the freight to Hay is £7 10s. per ton, and from Hay to Melbourne the freight £3 10s. per ton.
1332. At present, when the river is up, which is the cheaper mode of sending your wool to market ? It is
very nearly the same sending it by Nyngan to Sydney in good seasons. I do not believe that there is 
more than a shilling or two difference either way. .
1333. Supposing a railway were built to Cobar, would that be any advantage to you for sending away your 
wool ? Of course it would be.
1334. What quantity of wool did you send away during 1888 ? About 60 or 70 tons of scoured wool of 
our own.
1335. Did you scour for anybody last year ? No ; I had not any water to spare.
1336. Before the drought, what number of bales did you send to market ? I had not lost any last year, 
and I sent away something like the same quantity as I did the year before. It was after shearing that we 
lost a great number of our sheep.
1337. If the railway were made to Cobar, would you avail yourself of that means of transit in preference
to any other ? Yes. •
1338. What is the character of the country on the surveyed line of railway between Cobar and Barnito ? 
It is all undulating scrubby country—the same as the country between Cobar and Sandy Creek. It is 
fairly level country for the construction of a railway. If the railway were made to Wilcannia it would 
be only 30 miles across to the railway from our shed.
1339. Do you grow any grain on your run?' Yes; we grow some wheat for hay. We have 100 acres 
under crop at present. It will be a very fair crop this year. I expect to get about tons per acre.
1340. What is your opinion of this country as to its suitability for agriculture ? AYithout irrigation I do 
not think it is fit for farming.
1341. Have you grown crops all the time you have been here ? Yes ; ever since 1880.
1342. What has been the average good crops during that time ? If I count this season, I have had three 
good crops during all that time. There were only two years during that time that I had nothing to cut.
1343. In nine years you have had three first class crops ? Yes.
1344. Jfr. Copeland.1] With the exception of two years, the other crops were ordinary crops ? Yes; very 
patchy.
1345. Chairman.] Is there any other portion of the run suitable for growing crops of the same character? 
Yes.
1346. What extent of your run do you think is suitable for growing crops ? I can hardly say. I think 
that the only place where you are likely to get a crop with safety is on a flat where you can get drainage 
from the high land—ground that gets soaked with rain.
1347. Is there not a large extent of this kind of country on this run ? No. .
1348. How many acres are there of that character of country ? It would be hard to guess.
1349. Is the whole of your run fenced ? No; there are about five and a half blocks fenced. About three 
blocks are not fenced nor improved.
1350. On an average, how many hands have you got employed ou your run ? About twenty hands all the 
year round; at shearing time far more. We have then, for about six weeks, sixty-six extra hands.
1351. If there had been any means of getting your stock away during the heavy drought, would you have 
availed yourself of it ? Most certainly.
1352. Would a railway from Cobar have been of any use to you for that purpose ? Yes ; I could have 
got them to Cobar. 1 might have sent away 20,000 sheep. I should say that the same proportion would 
have been sent away by other graziers around here, and within 50 or 60 miles of the Cobar railway station.
1353. Have you suffered very much from the rabbits? Not so far, but they are getting very thick now. 
Before the drought there were a good many rabbits here ; but I do not think they were ever thick enough 
to affect the feed. I think they are beginning to affect the feed now. We are growing wheat now for 
the purpose of poisoning the rabbits. We poisoned a lot last year, but when the drought came we could 
not afford the grain.
1354. Mr. O'Sullivan.] Where do you get your goods from ? By rail to Hay. I usually get them from 
Sydney.
1355. Mr. Copeland.] Have you any homestead lessees on your run? No.
1356. Are the resumed area and the leasehold area about equal in quantity and qualiiy ? Yes.
1357. Do you think there is any likelihood of homestead leases being taken up on your run ? No ; I am. 
not a bit afraid of it.
1358. Would you not be afraid of it if the railway were brought here ? No.
1359. Would it not be possible for a homestead lessee to cultivate several hundreds or thousands of acres, 
of land similar to what you have ? They might in time ; but there is so much country between us, further' 
down, that I think it would be some years before we would be troubled with homestead lessees.
1360. Still there is land for them to take if they wanted it ? Yes.
1361. What has been the rainfall for the last few years ? The rainfall since 1878 has been as follows :— 
1878, 16'27 ; 1879, 18'55 ; 1880, 1T26; 1881,11'98 ; 1882, 13 63 ; 1883, 1T25 ; 1884, 9'74; 1885, 17'73 ; 
1886,17'30; 1887, 28'35 ; 1888, 7’97; in 1889, up to date, there have been 18'39 inches.

NEKARBOO,
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■ . NEKARBOO, SATURDAY, 12 OCTOBER, 18S9. . . .
\_Thc Sectional Committee met at the “ Thurmungya Hotel,'’ Nelcarboo station, at 8 a.M.]

Itosfttt:—
The Hon on able WILLIAM JOSEPH TEICKETT (Chateman).

” Edward William O’Sullitan, Esq.-

AX
\\

Henry Copeland, Esq.
James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq. John Hurley, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed railway from Nyngan to Cobar.

Mr. John Tomlinson, hotelkeeper, sworn, and examined :—
13G2. Chairman.'] Are you the proprietor of the “ Thurmungya Hotel ?” Tes. Mr. J.
1363. What is the distance from here to Cobar ? About 96 miles. . Tomlinson.
1364. How long have you been here ? Eour months. I rent the premises I occupy and 80 acres of
land, and I cultivate a paddock of 6 acres. I have a crop of wheat growing which 1 planted on the 5th ^ Oct., 1889.
June, which is very late, nevertheless it is doing very well, and on an average it is about 3 feet high. It is of
very equal growth, and I reckon that it will yield 2 tons of hay per acre. I have also growing, cabbages,
lettuce, carrots, parsnips, turnips, radishes, onions, rhubarb, beet, potatoes, cauliflower, peas, broad and
1 rench beans, pumpkins, cucumbers, and watermelons—they are all doing well. The soil is very easily
worked. I am also growing peaches, apricots, apples, mulberries, quinces, figs, and grapes—everything
is looking healthy. I think this soil is peculiarly suitable for grapes.
1365. Have you got an exceptionally good bit of land ? No, it is all alike. All the flats are like this, 
and suitable for cultivation. In good seasons even the sandhills are as good as any other part.
1366. If there were better means of communication do you think more people would settle out here ?
Tes.
1367. Do you think that the people would avail themselves of the provisions of the Land Act with 
regard to homestead leases ? Tes. I know I would. I have heard many say they would do the same.
1368. If there were smaller holdings than homestead leases jjrovided for, would there be more settlement ? '
Tes, because there are many men who cannot go in for homestead leases. It would require a great deal
of money to take up 10,000 acres and fence it in.
1369. Is water conservation easy here by means of tanks or dams ? Tes.
1370. Were you in the district during the drought of 1888-1889 ? Tes.
1371. Were the people who had built dams provided with water then ? Tes ; those who had good big
tanks. Some of the squatters had very small tanks, and they did not last long enough. It is necessary 
to sink the dams deep in this country. 0 J
13/2. Mr. O Sullivan.] Which way do the teams go with wool ? They generallv go to Nyngan from here.
I never knew any to go from here towards the river until this year. Mr. Moule", of Eulham station, sent 
his wool that way this year. I get my stores from Cobar, and I pay £8 per ton for cartage. If the rail
way were made from Cobar to "Wilcannia it would not cost me one-lourth what it costs now to get my 
goods. I think the people about here would avail themselves of the railway if made.
1373. ..Mi'. Tonkin^] How deep would you have to go into this red soil before you would get into a forma
tion that would not hold water ? Tou could not get into anything that would not hold water. The only 
risk would be that you would strike rock.
1374. Does the red soil go right on to the rock as a rule ? Tes.
1375. What is the depth of this soil ? Lots ol these tanks are 12 feet deep, and it is all good soil right
down to that depth; 12 feet is about the deepest. * o o

S. Walker, 
Esq.

Sydney Walker, Esq., part proprietor of Nekarboo station, made an affirmation, and was examined 
YX1Q. Chairman^ Are you part proprietor of Nekarboo station P Tes; it is distant from Cobar about 
100 miles. The extent of our holding is four 10-mile blocks. We have on it at present 11,000 sheep, 
about forty horses, and thirty head of cattle. Eor the last three or four years since we stocked up and 
had the country improved ; we have shorn about 30,000 grown sheep, and about 12,000 or 14,000 lambs. 12 Oct., 1889. 
There would be about 40,000 or 43,000 sheep on the run at shearing time. •
1377. What has been the cause of the falling off in the number of sheep ? The drought of 1888-1889.
We had about 30,000 grown sheep on the run when the drought set in, but when we mustered last April 
we could not muster more than 11,000 sheep, so that we lost 19,000 grown sheep, and also 80 per cent, of 
the lambs from 14,000 ewes. *
1378. What efforts did you make to save your stock ? We tried scrub-cutting, but not with very great 
success. Owing to the great season we had during the previous year we had a very large supply of dry 
grass. The country was looking wonderfully well. We consider that what sheep we did save were saved 
by the amount of old pasturage which was left, although it was very dry.
1379. How long have you held this station ? Nine years.
1380. What has been your experience with regard to the growth af scrub during that period? It has 
increased. We have burnt off a good deal in patches, owing to the great amount of grass there was in 
1887.
1381. Does the increasing growth of scrub spoil the pasture ? Tes, very much.
1382. Why do you not seek to reduce it ? On account of the expense that we have been put to in 
improving the country, and the uncertainty of our tenure hitherto. The improvements we have made 
consist of tanks, fencing, homestead, wool sheds, yards, and all the ordinary station improvements.
1383. Now that the land law has been amended, do you think you are likely to go in for improvements in 
the way of scrubbing and clearing ? If we could see any hope of getting rid of the rabbits, I should say 
we would be hopeful enough to make improvements. I think the rabbits are the greatest difficulty we 
have ever seen out here and I have been in the western division within 100 miles from here for the last 
twenty-two years, and I have seen a great many droughts.
1384. Do you intend taking steps to reduce them ? It is a question so beset with difficulty that we are 
waiting at present to see what can be done,

5 (a)—G 1385,
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1385. What is the carrying capacity of this country ? It was put down by the appraiser who appraised 
it under the 1884 Act as 8 acres to a sheep. I think that is fair.

12 O t 1889 What quantity of wool do you send away per annum ? About 400 bales will be the average
c ■’ ' for the last five years. We send our wool nearly always to Nyngan, occasionally to Hay. These places

are equi-distant. Tor the last two years £6 10s. has been the union rate of cartage to Nyngan.
1387. During drought or bad seasons what do you pay for cartage? We then pay fancy prices.. It was 
as high as £12 10s. per ton last year. We had great difficulty in getting cartage, even at that high rate.
1388. Where do you get your supplies from ? Principally from Sydney. We get some from Cobar.
1389. Would it be any advantage to you if a railway were constructed to Cobar? Tes, a very great
advantage. The freight would be considerably reduced and it would always be a certainty. We could 
always get to Cobar. But the country between Cobar and Nyngan is not suitable to cattle which are 
used to this part of the country. They immediately fall off when they pass Cobar. .
1390. Have you ever considered the question of getting stock away in an extreme drought if you had the 
means of doing so ? Tes ; but it is hopeless for us out here to do anything of that kind. If there was 
a railway to Cobar it would be a perfect Gfod-send to us in that way.
1391. Do you think that during the heavy drought of 1888—1889 you could have got a number of your
sheep away ? Tes, we could have saved all the wethers. _
1392. Do you know the surveyed line of railway from Cobar to Wilcannia ? Tes; I know it from Cobar
to Paupooloe Lake—that is about 100 miles from Cobar. _
1393. What is the character of the country there ? It is mulga country,—good useful grazing country. 
There are small rises and there would be no heavy cuttings. Hereandtherethereissandstonerock, but there 
are very easy grades and the character of the country is similar to the country traversed between Double 
Gates and Paddington. The nearest point from our station to the surveyed line is about 40 miles. There 
could be a direct road opened.
1394. Therefore that extension would be a still greater benefit to you than if the line were made only to 
Cobar ? Tes.
1395. Have you any cultivation on your run ? We grow a little wheat, about 13 acres for horse feed— 
the wheat grows well. We have not done well as a rule—the drought has been against us but this year

. we have a very good crop. As we cut it green we cannot tell what the yield will be. Every part of the
run where there is not stone or rock would grow good crops if there was sufficient rainfall.
1396. Have you many tanks ? There are six large tanks ranging from 4,000 yards to 15,000 yards. There 
are several smaller ones. It is all good holding ground. Until last year we never had one of them empty 
after they had once been filled.
1397. What rent are you paying ? Half-penny per acre for the leasehold and something under that for 
the resumed area.
1398. Do you think that this country is suitable for homestead leases ? A great deal of it would be 
suitable if there was access to market.
1399. Have you heard anyone express an opinion that they were likely to take up homestead leases ? I 
have heard teamsters and others say so.
1400. Does much wool go from here to the river ? Not so far as this. Between here and Cobar very 
little goes to Wilcannia.
1401. Speaking generally, do you think that a railway to Cobar, with a possible extension to Wilcannia
would be a benefit to the district ? It would undoubtedly be a great benefit to the district and it would 
promote settlement, thus increasing the revenue derivable for railway freight. _
1402. Do you keep a rain gauge? Tes. In 1887 the rainfall was 25 inches, in 1884 a trifle over 4 inches 
—this year we have had 13 inches.
1403. Mr. Copeland.~] Is your run fully stocked ? No, it is only about one-quarter stocked. If fully 
stocked it would carry 40,000 sheep in its present state.
1404. Do you think it would improve the carrying capability of the country if it were scrubbed and the 
timber ringbarked ? There is not the slightest doubt it could be improved very much. Tou could then

. put on one half the present stock in addition, if you could not double the stock. I believe that ringing
and scrubbing has been done out here at about Is. 6d. by Chinese gangs. .
1405. Have you any intention to do any ringbarking and scrubbing? We have not made any application.

• We would like to do so if we saw things were hopeful.
1406. How many men do you employ ? About three or four on an average all the year round—that is
irrespective of shearing and lamb marking. .
1407. Mr. HurleyDo you think that the blocks you hold are in a cretaceous formation ? I think it is 
hardly probable that artesian water can be obtained here. Water has been got at a comparatively shallow 
depth.
1408. In excavating tanks what do you pay per yard ? About an average of Is.
1409. Have you ever tried ensilage ? We made a little experiment but hardly enough to say whether it
would succeed.
1410. If successful would it be a great benefit ? Tes, for horses and cattle.
1411. Mr. Tonkin.'] Do the runs to the west of you avail themselves much of the river for the carriage of
wool and stores ? North-west of us they do, but scarcely to the west.
1412. If a line were constructed from Cobar to Broken Hill do you think that those people would be 
induced to utilise the line instead of sending their wool and stores by the river ? I think so because the 
river is very uncertain. Of course if the water carriage were certain nothing could compete with it, but 
it is so risky that although we are within 100 miles of Wilcannia we have never used the river.
1413. If this railway were constructed would you not have some inducement to stock your run heavier? 
Tes, we could remove stock if necessary.

■ 1414. Where does the wool from the stations to the north-west of you go to ? Generally speaking either
to Nyngan or Hay. More goes to Nyngan than to Hay. '
1415. Mr. O’ Sullivan.] What is the reason for the pastoralists here sending their wool to Hay? I sup
pose it is the water carriage when they reach Hay. '
1416. Do they place it on board steamers at Hay for Melbourne and Adelaide ? Tes.
1417. In a dry season if a line were constructed from Nyngan to Wilcannia would it give you a cheap and
speedy means of obtaining fodder ? Tes, that would be amongst its other benefits ; by that means we 
could maintain alive many thousands of sheep. 1418.
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1418. If an extension of the railway were carried from Nyngan to Werris Creek would it be a great S. Walker, 
advantage to pastoralists here ? Tes, a very great advantage. Bs<1-
1410. if the railway were carried to Wilcannia and Broken Hill would it give access to a good market for ^'^Oot'^lSSO 
pastoralists for slaughtering purposes ? Tes. *
1420. Are the pastoralists out here generally satisfied with the recent land legislation ? I think the new 
Land Act is regarded as favourable here. It gives fixity of tenure, which is a very 'great boon, and which 
has relieved us all out here.
1421. Are the pastoralists, therefore, likely to initiate improvements on a large scale ? No doubt that 
would be the case if the rabbit difficulty could be disposed of, or if some hope could be given to us with 
regard to that difficulty.
1422. What is the best method of disposing with the rabbit difficulty ? Wire netting is the only method 
that has proved at all successful, and that is not altogether a success. I should be very glad to have my 
ran fenced if I had the money to do it.

Charles Gf. Moule, Esq., part proprietor of Eulham Park Station, sworn, and examined:—
1423. Mr. O'Sullivan^] What is the name of the station of which you are part owner ? Eulham Park, C.Gh Moule,
it adjoins Nekarboo Station. Esq.
1424. Is the evidence which you are able to give similar to that given by Mr. Walker? It is almostexactly the same. 8 " 12 Oct., 1889,

1125. What are the dimensions of your run ? Three 10-mile blocks. I have 15,000 sheep on it, twenty-two 
horses, and no cattle. It is 115 miles distant from Cobar. The rainfall is about the same as it is on Mr.
Walker’s station.
1426. Where do you send your wool to ? Hay, as a rule. This year I sent it to the river at Wilcannia.
It is the first time I have done so for five years. Erom Wilcannia it will go to Melbourne. I do not get 
stores from. Melbourne, but from Hay.
1427. Are there many other pastoralists around you who send their wool to Wilcannia ? In a year like this
the wool goes to Wilcannia, but generally it goes to Hay. ■
1428. If a railway were constructed through this district, would the pastoralists who now send their wool
from your neighbourhood to Wilcannia and Hay, be induced to send their wool to Sydney ? Undoubtedly 
they would. ■
1429. Would they be likely to allow the cheaper rates by river to weigh against a more speedy and certain 
access to the sea port ? The wool would go the cheapest way.
1430. Is not time an element ? Tou would have to balance that. .
1431. Considering the river is very uncertain, and that the wool may be stuck up there for months, if not 
for years, would you take that risk for the sake of getting a lower rate instead of sending it by a speedy 
certain means to Sydney ? No ; it would go by train at once.
1432. Do your views represent the views of the pastoralists around you ? Tes. I wish to say something 
with regard to the rabbits : After the rabbit subsidy was discontinued we started poisoning on our own 
account with very great success. I would have gone on with that if we had had any encouragement.
When I sent in my claim I had the voucher returned to me—it was only for £10, but still it was dis
couraging. I had to be at the loss of that money, and I would not go on any farther. The men whom I 
had employed rabbiting had gone away, so that I could not follow up the matter, and a squatter’s word 
would never be taken by those rabbit inspectors. We had to go and swear before a magistrate that 
certain work had been done, and if a rabbiter said anything against us we wrere defeated. The operation 
of the Rabbit Act was very unsatisfactory. We were forced to pay 6d. per scalp although we could get 
the work done for 4d. per scalp—the inspectors told us that unless we paid the men 6d. per scalp we would 
not be paid any subsidy. We could easily have got the work done at 2d. or 3d. per scalp at the same time.

XEW, SATURDAY, 12 OCTOBER, 1889.
[The Sectional Oommittee met at Kew Station at 8 p.m.]

^rrsrtti:—
The Honobable WILLIAM JOSEPH TEICKETT (Chaieman). '

Heney Copeland, Esq. Edwaed William O’Sullivan, Esq.
James Ebenezee Tonkin, Esq. John Hueley, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Nyngan to Cobar.

Keppel A. Tumour, Esq., owner of the Kew Station, sworn, and examined:—
1433. Mr. Oopeland.] Are you the owner of the Kew station ? Tes. K. A.
1434. What is the area of your run ? 64,400 acres. It is all leasehold area. I have on it at present r^urnouri ®3<1'
10,500 grown sheep and 6,000 lambs. The latter has been the increase for this year.
1435. Did you lose any sheep during the drought last year ? 1,500. . 12 0ot'>1889*
1436. What is the distance from here to Cobar ? About 140 miles. We are 65 miles from Wilcannia.
I believe we are about 30 miles from the proposed railway route.
1437. How much wool did you send away last year ? About 18 tons. Last year I had less sheep than I 
ever had before, because I sold almost all my sheep in the face of the drought. Last year I sent away 
89 bales of wool, but the year before I sent away 199 bales. The year before I had 15,000 sheep.
1438. Where did you send your wool ? The clean wool went by the river for shipment at Port Victor,
South Australia—The remainder I sent to be scoured on Priory Station.
1439. What do you pay for cartage to the river ? £3 15s. per ton.
1440. How much from the river to Port Victor ? 37s. per ton.
1441. Where do you get your stores from ? Wherever we can get them cheapest—-generally in
Wilcannia. '
1442. What do you pay for your stores coming back ? I have paid all prices. The average price is 
between £3 and £4. It varies from £2 10s. up to £5 per ton.

1443.
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E. A. 1443. How many tons of supplies do you get to the station during the year ? Last year 1 had 40 tons of 
Tumour, Esq. wjre uetting. The year before that I had 15 tons of fencing wire—-23 tons of wire netting came by 
l‘Mlot''"l889 mnald and the rest I got by Nyngan.
“ 0 ■’ ‘ 1444. If the Railway were constructed by Nyngan to Wilcannia would you be likely to make use of it to

send your wool to market and to get your stores ? Tes, if I could get them cheaper by rail than 
by river.
1445. If the river were up would you make use of the railway to send your wool to Wilcannia?, That 
would depend upon the cost.
144G. If the railway were built would you still continue to use the river under ordinary circumstances ? 
If the river were navigable and it would carry my produce cheaper I would send it by river. On the 
other hand if the river were not navigable I would send it by the railway. Generally speaking there is 
no river and therefore the railway would be availed of.
1447. If the railway were constructed and a drought were imminent would you be likely to make use of 
the railway to get rid of your stock ? Certainly. That would be a very great advantage and would make 
all the difference to the people out here. I believe it would go a great way towards insuring us against

• loss of stock by drought, and no doubt it would materially enhance the value of my holding.
1448. Do you anticipate that freezing works would be established if the railway were constructed ? Tes. 
We should always be able to see far enough ahead by carrying a fair amount of stock to have a surplus of

' fat sheep which we could send in to be frozen, and thereby we would be able to relieve our runs in case
of dry weather.
.1410. Where would be the most suitable place for a freezing depot? Wilcannia is our centre and I 
believe it would be a grand one.
1450. How many people do you employ generally to work your station during the year, exclusive of 
shearers ? Three.
1451. In addition to that, have you had contractors putting up fences and so forth ? Tes.
1452. What is the rate of pay? I pay £1 a week, and during shearing time 25s. a week; and if they 
stop with me a year I give them £5 bonus—they get rations.
1453. How many men have you shearing ? Ten ; I have not enumerated three house servants
1454. Do you consider that your run is fully stocked at the present moment ? No.
1455. Do you think that the run is improved to its utmost carrying capacity ? Certainly not. .
1456. Is it your intention to improve it further by ringbarking and scrubbing? Tes, that would fully 
treble its carrying capacity—that is by adding more water and making smaller paddocks. I would spend 
money in that direction on account of the new Act giving us a longer lease.
1457. If the appraisement is satisfactory do you intend to improve ? Tes.
1458. What is the edible herbage on your run ? Salt and cotton-bush, and a variety of other herbs. 
There is coarse grass but very good grass. Crow-foot is good grass, but it only lasts during the winter 
months. We have mulga, rosewood, hopwood, punty, a few wilga kurrajong and ballar trees. We have 
no pine scrub. To deal with the rabbits we have put up wire-netting. I spent thousands in killing 
rabbits, but I am afraid with very little effect, before I put up the netting.
1459. Has the netting been very beneficial ? Certainly. I do not think it has had a fair trial. The 
netting was put up during the drought, and we have not suffered so much from the rabbits since the 
drought broke up. The rabbits all died out during the drought and they have never recovered. I 
believe the netting is efficacious—it enables mo to deal with my own rabbits, instead of with other 
people’s.
1460. What is the largest number of rabbits you have killed in any given time ? 24,000 in one month.
1461. How many were killed altogether ? 315,000 actually killed. The Government did not pay for all
the scalps. This is the smallest station in the western division. At present, the rabbits are no trouble at 
all to me.
1462. We notice that a great many of the trees and bushes have been ringbarked and killed—is that the 
work of the rabbits ? Tes.
1463. Has that very materially increased the quantity of grass ? Tes; it has given it a much better 
sward, and I believe it has sweetened the country, but that has to be proved.
1464. As you keep a rain-gauge will you give us the record for the past few years ? In 1887, 25.77 
inches ; in 1888, 4.29 inches; of that 1.24 inches fell from the 19th December to the end of that month. 
The heaviest fall in winter was .82 inches in May, when nothing would grow. The record up to date of 
this year is 16.10 inches. The drought really broke up at the beginning of April.
1465. Have you any purchased land on the run ? Tes ; 200 acres, of improvement purchases. The only 
cultivation I have is the garden. There is about one acre of lucerne which has grown well this season. 
I only put it in this year, and so far it seems to thrive.
1466-7. Have you much land that wo uld be equally suited for cultivation ? The land per se is suitable, but 
I cultivate this particular piece of land because of its vicinity to the water. All the land on the run is 
practically as good as that which I cultivate. The character of the soil here is a light loam with a good 
sub-soil.
1468. Leaving out the question of irrigation, have you a large amount of land as suitable for cultivation 
as the land on which your crop is now growing ? Tes, I have only watered this crop once.
1469. What vegetables do you find thrive? Root crops, particularly turnips, parsnips, carrots, and beet. 
Potatoes seem to grow remarkably well, and also cabbage, lettuce, onions, and all kinds of vegetables and 
fruit trees—apricots and vines do the best, quinces do very well.
1470. Did you plough the land in which you sowed lucerne ? Tes; not deep. I have never tried wheat 
or oats.
1471. How many horses and cattle have you on the run ? 53 horses and 87 head of cattle, including
calves., The horses and cattle thrive well except in drought.
1472. Have you cut any grass for ensilage ? Tes, 35 tons. I have constructed two silos and a stack.
1473. Have you had any experience of it yet ? No, but I believe -it will be good. It has cost about 5s. 
or 6s. per ton to conserve it, and it will cost about 3s. to take it out of the pits and throw it to the sheep. 
I believe that we took off l-l tons of grass per acre. We took it where the grass was best.
1474. Do you intend to cultivate more lucerne under favourable circumstances ? Tes.
1475. What is the most effective mode of destroying the rabbits that qre left pn the run under present

circumstances ?
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cii cumstances ? Carbon ; and in summer time, when it is dry, fencing off the tanks with wire netting, so that K. A. 
the rabbits can come down to the water hut cannot get out. We then kill the rabbits inside the netting. Tumour, Esq. 
When we administer the carbon we pump it down the burrows with a machine and set fire to it.
1476. Do you know anything about the nature of the country along the proposed railway line ? I know 12 
the surveyed line from here into Wilcannia; it is all flat country. It is flatter country than the Com
mittee has travelled over.
1477. Mr. Hurley.'] Have you a good many tanks on your run? Yes, they cost me all round Is. per 
yard.
1478. Is the character of the country about here similar to the country between here and Wilcannia ?
Yes, it is perhaps better as you go to the river.
1479. If the country were more generally known would a more favourable opinion be formed with regard 
to it ? Yes, if people could live out here cheaper than they can at present.
1480. Is there a large area suitable for people who wish to make homes for themselves ? They could 
make a living under suitable circumstances. I refer to small graziers particularly. I do not say anything 
about agriculture, because I know nothing about it.
1481. Is there any metal along the line suitable for ballast ? I think so;—there is a granite formation.
1482. Has there been any attempt at artesian boring in the district? Ho. I have heard people say that 
we would probably get artesian water here, but I do not think it has ever been tested.
1483. Do you believe that the railway would be a great benefit to persons living within 50 miles of it ?
Yes, and I also believe that it would open up the country. At the same time 1 do not think the railway 
would compete with the river if it were navigable. We will never have a population out here unless 
people are able to get away their stock, in order to avoid the terrible risk of the loss of stock.
1484. There is a proposition to construct a railway from Werris Creek to Nyngan, which would bring you 
into immediate contact with New England ;—do you think that this district would send sheep in times of 
drought to those districts? That would depend upon the cost of transit.
1485. Do you think that the proposed railway to Wilcannia would tap any of the trade of the Paroo 
country ? I think it would tap a portion of it.
1486. Where do you send your wool to when the river is not navigable? We store it at Wilcannia. The 
dirtiest of it is scoured, and sent to Sydney for shipment by way of Nyngan.
1487. Is Nyngan your natural place for the despatch of wool when the river is not navigable? Eor 
scoured wool it is, because it is scoured nearer Nyngan.
1488. How long is your wool stored before you can get it away to the sea port ? About three or four 
months. Up to this year I have not had it stored for a great length of time.
1489. How often during the time you have been here has the river been navigable ? This is the first time 
for three seasons.
1490. If the railway were constructed to Wilcannia, and there were anything like fair rates, would you be 
likely to take advantage of that railway to send your wool to Sydney ? There is no doubt I would. If there 
were a railway, sooner than store wool at Wilcannia with the uncertainty of the river, there is no doubt 
people would avail themselves of the railway. On the other hand, if there were a good river, no one would 
think of using the railway.
1491. If the railway were taken over to Broken Hill do you think there would be a good market there for 
the sale of fat stock ? I do not know, but the chances are that there would be. We would be in a better 
position to supply that market than others, assuming that there were some conveniences for putting live 
stock into trucks. Assuming that Broken Hill will increase, and be available for us, that line would open 
up a new trade altogether for us. I believe that at present Broken Hill absorbs all the local surplus 
stock.
1492. Mr. TonMn.] Where do you send fat stock to now ? To Melbourne or Sydney—I have sent them 
to both places. I send to Melbourne by Deniliquin. It costs about 2s. 8d. to send them to the Melbourne 
market, and 2s. 4d. to the Sydney market.
1493. If you bad to drive the stock only 20 miles to the railway, would not that be much cheaper than 
sending them to Melbourne ? Yes.
1494. When the river is navigable, what time does it take to deliver your wool at Port Victor ? About six 
weeks.
1495. Are there always vessels there ready to take your wool ? Yes.
1496. If the railway were constructed so that your wool could be delivered in Sydney in one week, would 
it not pay you better to pay a little extra freight, so that the wool might reach the London market quicker ?
I think so. Although, if an owner were independent of the banks altogether, he might prefer to wait a 
week or two longer for his money, and send the wool by the cheapest way.
1497. Independently of that, is it not an advantage to get your wool to the first sale ? I do not think 
so. I do not think the opening sales are the highest.
1498. Would the construction of this railway tend to make Sydney a larger port for the export of wool 
than it is at present? I have not the slightest doubt about that. It would not only intercept a lot of 
river traffic, but also a lot of traffic that goes to Balranald and Hay, which invariably goes to Echuca.
1499. In sending your wool by the river have you to store your wool for three months as a rule ? Yes.
There is a question which is of great importance,—that is, the fitful nature of the river when there is only

' a fresh coming’down and it will only last for a certain time, the owners of the boats take advantage of it 
and they say “ We will not take your wool unless you can give so much freight.” It is only when there 
is a permanent river for a certain number of months that there is any competition, and you get your wool 
down cheap.
150U. Taking all these things into consideration, do you not think that if the railway were constructed - 
that a very large percentage of the wool that now goes by the river would go by rail ? Yes.
1501. Even if an extra rate were charged by the railway ? Knowing how uncertain the river is, if the 
railway would take the wool at a relatively reasonable price, I do not think people would store their wool.
But if there is a certain river for months to come, I do not think the railway would be in it.
1502. Is there any difference in the freight charged by the vessels which leave Sydney and Adelaide for 
London ? I believe there is a difference in favor of Sydney, but I do not know.
1503. Chairman.] What has been your experience as regards the healthiness of this climate ? It cannot 
be beaten.
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MURTEE, MONDAY, 14 OCTOBER, 1889.
\The Sectional Oommittee met at Murtee Run, at 1 p.mi]

iPrmnt:—
The Honobable WILLIAM JOSEPH TEICKETT (Chaieman).

Henbt Copeland, Esq. Edwaed William O’Sullivan, Esq.
James Ebenezee Tonkin, Esq. John Huelet, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Nyngan to Cohar.

Mr. Henry Eoach made the following statement:—
Mr. 1504. I have been a shepherd on this and other runs in the district for the last ten years. The seasons

H. Boach. are the only drawback to the prosperity of the country. During the drought of 1888, 10,000 sheep were 
1 l°st by starvation on Murtee run. On the adjoining run of Bellera the loss in the same year amounted

0 ’to 55,000 sheep. Near my hut a good well has been sunk to a depth of 40 feet. There has always been 
• about 6 feet of water in the well, which can be pumped out in about an hour and a half. If the well is

allowed to rest for an hour or so afterwards the water regains its former level. The water is of excellent 
quality. In the 8-mile paddock on Murtee there are several lagoons which have never been dry since the 
drought of 1885. They did not even go dry in the drought of 1888. With proper conservation 
permanent water could be kept on the run. All the wool from the run is sent to Melbourne for shipment, 
and I believe the same is the case with most of the runs in this locality, as most of the owners are either 
Melbourne or Adelaide people. The wool is stored until the river rises and becomes navigable. In some 
cases the delay extends over a very long period. I do not think there would be much use for a railway 
here, as after the wool season is over there would be little or no freight. If the Darling were locked the 
freight could go to Bourke, and thence to Sydney. The owner of Murtee run has cut a stack of natural 
grass upon one or two occasions, but the horses did not seem to care for the feed. We have never cut 
the grass for the purpose of feeding sheep. I do not know of many places on the run where a well could 
be sunk with such good results as in the case before referred to,

WILCANNIA, TUESDAY, 15 OCTOBER, 1889.
\_The Sectional Committee met in the Court-house, Wilcannia, at 10 a.m.

._
The Honobable WILLIAM JOSEPH TEICKETT (Chaieman).

Heney Copeland, Esq. Edwaed William O’Sullivan, Esq.
James Ebenezee Tonkin, Esq. John Huelet, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Nyngan to Cobar.

Ormond C. MacDougall, Esq., Mayor of Wilcannia, sworn, and examined:—
1505. Chairman^ What position do you occupy ? I am Mayor of Wilcannia, and will have been two 
years in that office next Eebruary. 1 have been an alderman for three years. I have been a resident of 
the district for twenty-three years, but 1 have been away at intervals.

15 Oct., 1889. 1506. What business do you carry on ? Stock and station agent.
1507. How does the wool and the bulk of the other produce of the district go to port ? It is taken by 
river when the river is open. At other times, since the Broken Hill railway has been made, it is 
conveyed to Broken Hill. When the river is open the goods always go by the river. On some of the 
stations they keep the wool rather than send it to Broken Hill.
1508. What is the freight from here down to the port by the river ? To Morgan, the nearest railway 
station on the South Australian border, it is 25s. to 30s. per ton. This is exceptionally low, and the 
steamers are not paying expenses. I do not know what the railway freight is, but Morgan is about 
100 miles from Adelaide.
1509. Is there very great inconvenince when the river is not navigable? Tes.
1510. How long has wool been kept here for want of transit ? Something over two years—that was 
exceptional. I have known it to be frequently kept for twelve months. As much as can be stored is 
stored in the town, and the rest is stored on the station.
1511. Does not that cause great loss of interest to the grazier ? Tes ; and a certain amount of risk, too.
1512. If a railway were constructed from Nyngan here, do you think it would always be availed of for 
the transit of woolIt is impossible for me to say, but I have heard several of the station people say

■ that they would always avail themselves of the railway, as there would be no re-shipping and re-loading,
but it would be straight ahead work, and they would always be able to get away their wool, and save 
insurance. '
1513. What is the population of Wilcannia at present? Between 1,000 and 1,200. The population 
has been at a stand-still for about three years. Prior to 1884 it was an increasing population.
1514. What is the reason of its remaining at a stand-still ? On account of the Land Bill no improve
ments were going on on the stations.
1515. If the railway were made what would be the chief commodities which would be sent from here to 
Sydney ? Wool would be the principal. Sheep would also be sent ; probably, if irrigation were carried 
out, fruit would also be sent.
1516. In times of drought would live stock be sent by the railway? Tes, in very large numbers. It 
would be hard to say what number of sheep would have been saved during the last drought. The los§ 
of stock here was then very great. One station, only 70 miles away, lost about 32,000 sheep out of
42,000.
■1517. What do you think of the fitness of this district for agricultural purposes? With irrigation, it is 
suited for agriculture. The soil is good enough to grow anything.
1518. Where land has been watered does it bear out that statement ? Tes.
1519. Has the district been tested for the growth of various fruits ? Tes, they thrive very well. Grapes, 
oranges, peaches, lemons, and apricots do well. The soil is very good for the growth of lucerne. Wheat 
has only been grown for hay, and it has been very successful under irrigation.

O.C.
MacDougall,

Esq.
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1520. Has irrigation been carried out very extensivelyP No. O.C.
1521. Has any successful attempt been made to carry out artesian boring? Not close to tbis place. MacDougall,
1522. How otten bas tbe river been closed to navigation during your residence bere ? That has been the ^
rule, not the exception. Tbe river bas been sometimes up for three or four months, or six months. I have , rTcw'^Tsoo 
known it to be navigable for twelve months. i0 Uct'’
1523. In a season like this, when there is abundance of natural grass, has any of it been saved as ensilage 
with success? Yes. They have only gone in for ensilage this year. At Nettalie station they have 200 
tons of ensilage.
1524. How do the people view the present Land Act ? They, think it is a great improvement on the last 
one. I think advantage will be taken of the present Act to make improvements.
1525. Do you think that homestead leases will be taken advantage of ? I do not think there will be 
much settlement under those leases until there is better access to market. The want of a market is the 
great difficulty.
1526. Is there any probability of auriferous deposits being found within 50 miles of this place ? There 
are prospects here. On the Mount Browne road, 100 miles away, there are favourable reports as to the 
prospects.
1527. Is the building stone which is used in this town obtained in large quantities here ? Yes, there is 
any quantity of it 3 miles from the town.
1528. Is there any timber available for railway sleepers here ? No ; there are no ironbark forests. The 
largest timber are the gum trees grown on the river.
1529. Is there any ballast to be obtained between here and Broken Hill ? Yes.
1530. "Where do the people in this town generally get their stores from ? "From Melbourne, I think.
1531. Would not a great deal of that trade continue if you had a railway from Sydney ? I do not think 
so. People would be able to get their goods at such short notice from Sydney that it would pay them 
better to get their goods there.
1532. Mr. Tonkin.'] What price is paid for the carriage of goods from here to Broken Hill ? I think the 
lowest price is about £9 per ton, and up to £20.
1533. Since the railway was opened at Broken Hill have the squatters stored their wool ? Yes. That is 
on account of the high charge for cartage from here to Broken Hill.
1534. If this Railway were constructed, do you think the squatters would utilise it to carry their wool to 
Broken Hill instead of to Sydney? The stations around here would certainly go to Sydney. Those 
nearer to Broken Hill might go there, although, even in that case, it would depend upon the rate of freight.
1535. Has much wool been sent this season from Broken Hill to here ? No ; but I believe some is going
now, because some people are afraid that they cannot catch the river. °
1536. How far west of this place does wool come to the river instead of going to Broken Hill ? Prom 
Cuthawarra, 50 miles from here, to the river. I cannot sneak about the others.
1537. Are the runs about here fully stocked ? They are not half stocked at present, owing principally 
to the late drought.
1538. If the railway were constructed would it tend to increase the stocking of the runs, seeing that the 
squatters would be able to remove their stock in case of drought? Yes.
1539. Do you think the station owners about here could have reduced their losses by preserving 
food in abundant seasons by making hay or using silos ? I do not think they could go in for ensilage or
hay to a sufficient extent. A station with 200,000 or 300,000 sheep would require a great deal of - 
ensilage.
1540. Would you be surprised to hear that there are plains between here and Cobar where there is more 
than one ton per acre of natural feed which could be made into hay ? I think there are very few places 
where one ton to the acre could be obtained.
1541. Mr. Copeland.'] ^What is the total value of rateable property in Wilcannia? The estimated capital 
value is £206,480; it has decreased of late years. The total amount of rates collected comes to nearly 
£2,480. We get on fairly well in collecting the rates. The town is financially sound, and the corporation 
is sound also.
1542. Have you borrowed much ? We have £8,000 for the Government water supply, which cost us
£10,500. ' l L "
1543. What is the acreage of the common ? About 22,000 acres.
1544. Is there any demand for land about the town for the purposes of cultivation? No, on account of 
the population having decreased, and on account of all the work having been stopped. A good deal of
traffic has gone to Broken Hill, but I think the principal cause of the depression is the Land Act 
of 1884. r r e

1545. When wool is sent by the river, en route to Sydney, where does it leave the river ? Probably at 
Goolwa.
1546. Is there any tallow or hides sent away from here in addition to the wool ? Yes ; the quantity of 
hides would not be a great deal. There is a lot of sheepskins in addition to the wool. I believe that a 
lot of rabbit skins and kangaroo skins have been sent away.
1547. Do you think any business would be done in freezing meat if a railway were made, and there were a
freezing establishment at Wilcannia ? Yes. - .
1548. Would it be any benefit to the town if the river were locked at various places ? Yes, there is no 
doubt about it it would benefit the whole district. Some few years ago an attempt was made to form a 
company for that purpose.
1549. Was it thought that the river could be maintained in a navigable state all the year with the aid of
locks ? Yes. .
1550. In that case would not the river obtain the whole of the traffic ? I suppose so.
1551. Would it not be useless to make a railway to Sydney, and to lock the river at the same time ? I 
do not suppose that both would pay. I do not know what traffic would be obtained from Broken Hill— 
but I suppose there would be a good deal.
1552. Has there been any expression of opinion from the Municipal Council or ratepayers as to the 
construction of this railway ? The expression of opinion was very much in favour of the railway.
Statistics have been prepared at various times, and the people .of Wilcannia are prettv well sick of asking ' 
for the railway. L J 5
1553. How many months out of the year is the river unnavigable ? Sometimes we have no river for
twelve months—sometimes for a longer period. 1554.
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M ii ordinaYy seasons how long does the river last ? On an average, I do not think the river is open
aCEsq,8a ’ *w0 months in the year—taking one year with another.

. 1555. Prior to the establishment of Broken Hill—when the river was not navigable—where were goods
15 Oct., 1889. sei1^ aild obtained from ? Even previous to the construction of a railway to Broken Hill, goods were 

carted from Kooaringa, 100 miles from Adelaide.
155G. Is there any ore sent from Broken Hill to Wilcannia? No.
1557. Mr. O’ Sullivan.'] Is the river Darling entirely dependent on rain in the country through which it 
runs? Yes.
1558. In an average year is it navigable all the year round ? No ; it is not true, as stated by a corres
pondent in an Adelaide paper, that the river usually has three rises—one due to the tropical rains in the 
early part of January to April, the second from August to September, and the third about Christmas 
time. That is certainly not a correct statement of the condition of the Darling River in an average year.
1559. What outlying places trade with Wilcannia ? Milparinka, Tibooburra, and Mount Browne ; there 
is also a great deal of Paroo trade. I think that the railway would tap the trade of those outlying 
places.
1560. Is this an important point for the overland stock trade from Queensland ? Yes, it is a regular 
centre. Nearly all the stock going to Victoria come here.
1561. Would any of that stock be diverted to Sydney by a railway ? The principal stock that comes here 
is cattle. I do not suppose that many of these would go by railway. No doubt large numbers of sheep 
would go from here to Sydney by rail.
ISGll . During drought would there be a considerable trade in fodder to this district ? Yes.
1562. If the railway were taken on to Broken Hill would it serve to carry fat stock to the population 
there ? I do not think so. I think there is enough fat stock in the neighbourhood of Broken Hill to 
supply the wants of the population there, as well as the prospective population. I think the greater part 
of the traffic would be all the other way—to Sydney.
1563. Where is the ore coming from which is now being shipped on the river hero ? I think that is a 
secret; I believe it comes from some place within 50 miles of Wilcannia.
1564. Have the tradesmen here to keep up a large supply of stores, for fear of the river falling? Yes, 
very large supplies, and they therefore lose interest on their money.
1565. If a railway were running to Sydney would not they be likely to use that railway instead of keeping 
large supplies on hand ? Yes ; I should think so.
1566. Chairman.] If the railway were constructed how many times a week do you think a train would 
serve the requirements of the district ? About twice a week.
1567. Mr. Tonkin?] Suppose the river were navigable from here to Bourke by means of a lock, do you
think Bourke would be utilised to send wool to Sydney ? Yes ; it might. '
1568. How far is it to Bourke by the river from here ? About 400 miles—220 miles by the road.
1569. Is there a good deal of wool produced between here and Bourke ? Yes.
1570. Would not Bourke be then used as a centre? The people here would use it in preference to 
sending it to Broken Hill.

Michael John Darcy, Esq., Sub-Collector of Customs, Wilcannia, sworn, and examined : —
M. J. Darcy, 1571. Chairman?] What office do you hold ? Sub-collector of Customs, stationed at Wilcannia. I have 

been here a little over thirteen years.
15/2. What is your system of collecting Customs ? The only figures I can give you are the actual col- 

15 Oct., 1889. lections. The export and import values are not taken here. They are all taken at the Border station. 
Ihe following is a statement of the Customs collections at Wilcannia for a series of years :—

3J S. U.
From 22nd August to 31st December, 1876 ............................................. 1,978 14 4
For year ending 31st December, 1877 .............................................. 5,604 10 6

». >> „ 1878   lo[o74 7 7
.. „ „ 1879   11,815 0 11
,> ,, 1880   11,275 18 8

„ „ 1881   13,394 13 2
i. „ „ 1882   16,390 14 2
>, „ „ 1883   13,846 13 11
» „ „ 1884     14,282 1 0

„ >, 1885   11,311 10 6
>. „ 1886   13,283 0 5
». „ „ 1887   21,378 19 2
» ,, ,, 1888   10,535 1 2 9

March quarter, 1889 
June „ „ .
Sept. „ „ .

1,337 0 3 
2,250 15 8 
5,969 18 7

----------------- 9,557 14 6
1573. I notice from this return that in 1887 the collections were very high ? Yes; that was the largest 
amount ever collected here.
1574. What was the reason for that ? The ad valorem duties had a great deal to do with that, and it was 
an open river all the year.
1575. What is the reason of the fluctuations in the collections from year to year ? Principally the state 
of the river. When the river is not navigable, and supplies have been used up, people have to live upon 
what they can get. All improvements cease, and the trade is taken to other places. If it is a bad season 
they cannot export at all, and they only import what is necessary to keep them alive.
1576. What is the tendency of public opinion here with regard to the railway ? It is that if we had a railway 
the people would take advantage of it on account of its certainty. Before the present rise, which took 
place in June, we had a dry river for nearly eighteen months. You could ride across the river in some 
places quite dry. Eour or five years ago we had a long drought.
1577. When the river is in a good navigable state, what is the average time for getting goods from here 
to the nearest railway station ? Nothing goes near the New South Wales railway ; it either goes to 
Morgan, taking six or eight days to get there, while other steamers turn round at Wentworth and go up

the
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the Murray to Echuca. It is about three l>arcyi - Esq. .It takes a fortnight to get to Morgan if there are stoppages, 
to one to go to Bourke by river as compared with the road. There is not much sent up here by the river 
to Bourke. Hardly anything has been done to improve the river from here to Bourke.. 15 Oct 1839
1578. Mr. O' Sullivan How far up the river do the steamers go ? As far as Walgett sometimes. A ’’ ’
great deal of the trade that is stationed above Bourke would, of course, go by way of Bourke. Goods 
gojip to Louth for some of the stations from here, but that is rare.
15/9. Erom what distance do stations send their wool into Wilcannia from the eastward of this place? 70 
or 80 miles. Mount Manara is about the farthest. The}' take their station stores from Wilcannia when 
they send their wool in here. The stores come from South Australia or Yictoria.
1580. Do you think that this part, of the country is financially a portion of Melbourne, geographically a 
portion of South Australia, and politically a portion of Hew South Wales ? Yes ; but lately one of the 
merchants has been importing largely from Sydney.
1581. What is the cost of carriage between here and Morgan? It depends on the state of the river—just 
now it is very cheap. If it is a low river the freights are raised. The railwa3r freight from Morgan to 
Adelaide is about 25s. per ton.
1582. Is the railway to Bourke losing the amount of freight which is carried on the river here ? Yes ; it 
is a rare thing to see a boat pass here. Before the Bourke railway reached Byrock the steamers were 
laden for Bourke whenever there was a probability of their getting up there, but traffic has almost ceased 
between here and Bourke since the railway was made. I do not think much traffic comes here from 
Louth. I think for fully lOO miles from Bourke the trade is Sydney trade.
1583. Do you think that if a railway were made here it would cause the trade to be centralised more in 
Sydney than it is at present ? Yes. Since the Silverton and Broken Hill district was opened it has taken ' 
a lot of trade away from this place. The following telegrams from Wentworth, which have been sent to 
me by the Customs’ officer stationed there, show the amount of trade which passes up and down the 
Darling Biver. [Vide Appendix.

Mr. James B. Holding, Post and Telegraph Master, sworn, and examined :—
1584. Chairman.^ What office do you hold ? Post and Telegraph Master. I have been in Wilcannia for 
two or three years.
loS5. Have you any data as to the business done at the Post Oiiicc ? 1 think 1888 is a fair average year.
Ihe revenue for that year was as follows :—The sale of stamps, £1,720 ; telegraph revenue, £1,325 ; money 
order and savings bank business, which includes revenue and public moneys, £16,380. The gross total, 
takingit approximately, is £19,425. The business here has been larger than that in previous years. 
Wilcannia is now feeling the depression which is general throughout the Colony, and I do not think that 
the business this year is equal to the business done last year. The sale of stamps extends only to my' 
own postal district. I do not supply other offices except Milparinka, which is not included in the figures 
I have given. . 0
1586. Was the year 1887 a prosperous year in your Department? Yes? I believe it was to a 
considerable extent. Although my residence in Wilcannia only extends over a short time, I have 
known the whole of this district from 1865. I have seen it in good and bad seasons. Previous to 
coming lierc I was seven ymars at Menindie—that was prior to the finding of silver in the Barrier Banges.
1587. Is this a district which quickly revives in good seasons? Yes. It is very much depressed by 
drought, and it is proportionately raised by good seasons.
1588. What is the proportion of bad seasons to good seasons ? It seems almost three had to one of good 
seasons. The duration is very variable. There may be three years of indifferent seasons, and there inayr 
be one and a half to two years of good seasons. I think it would be safer to speak generally, and say it is 
very erratic. I have taken observations for Mr. Bussell, and also for wafer conservation.
1589. What is the record of the rain gauge ? It is as follows : Bainfall taken by J. B. Holding, Post
master, WTlcannia * :—

1873............. 1881
1874............. ........ 11 „ 22 „ 1882
1875............. ........ 11 4-7 ,, 1883
1876............. ........ 5 ,, 65 ,, 1884
1877............. ........ 12 .. 20 ,, 1885
1878............ ....... 12 „ 22 „ 1886
1879............. ........ 14 >) 30 ,, 1887
1880............. ........ 10 „ 80 „ 1888

8
6
7

IS
VI
21

do
86
65
37

0
99
d2

Mr. J. E. 
Holding.

15 Oct, 1889.

is pot a weekly wage
1889, to September 30th, 10 inches 60 points.

1590. Are the deposits in the Savings Bank pretty regular? Considering that this 
part of the Colony I think they are fairly regular.
1591. Have the withdrawals been fewer iately than before ? The withdrawals between the last twelve or
fifteen months have been rather heavier than they were previously. I think the depression caused people 
to withdraw money not previously touched. "
1592-3. Do you notice any revival now owing to the good season? Very slightly; tiro people have hardly 
recovered yeh It is considered that the cessation of improvements on the stations, and doing away with 
the rabbit business, has had a good deal to do with reducing the amount of money in the district.
1594. What do you think of this district for agricultural purposes ? I think it is excellent,. I have just 
come from a garden which has been in existence for the last twenty years, or more, at Wentworth. They 
grow magnificent oranges, lemons, sugar-cane, hops, and all the fruit which it is possible to grow, with 
the exception of a few fruits liable to damage by frost.
1595. What kind of grain do they grow there? At present, along the Darling, there are crops of wheat, 
barley, and oats. They have been grown almost entirely by rainfall. The average yield will be from 
II- to 2 tons per acre of hay. The soil has not been manured or irrigated.
1596. Is the fruit irrigated ? Yes._ Vegetables grow to an unlimited extent, but they require watering 
and constant attention. The fertility of the soil on the Darling is remarkable. It is very easy to clear 
and cultivate. The only difficulty in a good season like this is to keep down the natural herbage in gardens.
1597. Mr. Hurley^ Erotn what you have observed elsewhere, do you think that cultivation could be
carried on round Wilcannia hy means of irrigation ? Yes. 1598

* Note (on Revision) .-—To 1887 the records are from Mr. Russell’s book ; for 1887, 1888. and 1889 they are my own. 
5 (a)—H . '
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Mr. J. R. 1598. If people apply themselves to agriculture and gardening, would there be any need to import produce 
Holding, here P Most decidedly not. . . ,

' ' 1599. Why do the people show such apathy ? There has been no encouragement given m any shape or
15 Oct., 1889. £orin> py legislation or otherwise, for such a thing. Free selection seems to have given rise more to sheep

farming than to anything else. #
1600. Has land monopoly shut out that class of persons? Yes, I think so. . , , 1 ,, ,
1601. Is it not more likely that people have not been educated to those industries . Yes, probably that
has been it more than anything else. I know many instances where intelligent men with a knowledge of 
the subject have done well by cultivating the land. I have been from Wilcannia to Wentworth, a distance 
of 600 miles by water, and 1 have seen cultivation at various places along the river, both gardens and 
cultivation paddocks. Along the river in places there is grass from 3 to 4 feet high in its natural state, and 
I have seen thistles and marsh-mallows 6 feet high. _ , . „ AT
1602. Have the Grerman population applied themselves particularly to fruit-growing and gardening . JNo ; 
they are more particularly Scotch and English—the Scotch first.
1603. Mr. Oopeland.'] What is the rainfall at Wentworth ? I think it is very much the same as our own,
an average of about 9 inches a year. The rainfall is in such small quantities that it does not do the good 
it would if we had the inches divided into regular falls. ..... .
1604. Do you think the people at Wentworth labour under as great difficulties in raising crops as you do 
here? Ho, we are at a great disadvantage, in having far. less water to work upon. Irrigation is 
dependent on the river Crops are being raised all along the river by the natural rainfall this year.
1605. If they produce crops there with 9 inches of rain, should you not be able to produce crops here.
They do not do so. Nine inches of rain will not do. There is more irrigation done at Wentworth than 
at any township in the west, as far as I can see. _ o -o- . , ,
1606. Then they do depend upon irrigation, and not upon the natural • rainfall ? Yes; they have to 
depend upon irrigation. Crops are only grown without irrigation in a good season like the present one.
1607. What number of failures of crops do they have there through want of rain ? I should say that there 
is one good crop in three generally along the river from Wilcannia to Wentworth.
1608. Is that remunerative ? They hardly look to it for remuneration; it is grown more as an extra.
1609. How is it that farther eastward—for instance about Cobar and even westward of that they can get 
three good crops out of four by depending on the natural rainfall without irrigation ? I do not know how 
that is, unless it is that our district is very much drier, and that the soil is less retentive of moisture.
1610. What number of letters have been posted here since last year ? The approximate numbers for 1888 
areas follows:—Newspapers, 47,361; packets, 6,396; letters, 122,859 total, 176,616, Those are the 
numbers posted here and sent away. I cannot state how many were received here. .
1611. Is that an increase or decrease on the previous year ? I think it is a decrease. Since Broken Hill 
has been opened it has diverted a large amount of traffic from this part of the district. .
1612. In which direction do the mails come ? My mail routes are Broken Hill, Booligal, Bourke,
Menindie, Wanaaring, Milparinka. Sydney letters go and are received by Bourke. _
1613. If a railway were constructed, would there be a considerable saying , of time in the carrying of 
mails ? I can hardly say. There ought to be. Our present average time is four days to Sydney and 
Melbourne, and rather less than three to Adelaide. The mileage of these routes is 1,080 approximately.
1614. Mr. TonTein.] Do you believe it would be possible for a farmer to ’make a living here if he had a 
good piece of ground without irrigation ? I am quite positive he could not without irrigation.
1615. Is there not a time when hay is at a very high price ? Yes ; but that is in a bad season when there 
is no rain, and the river is closed to navigation.
1616. What is the highest price ? Chaff has been £35 to £40 a ton.
1617. Could a man, without irrigation, grow one good crop out of three ? Yes.
1618. Would not that pay him remarkably well if he could get an average of £5 per ton for chaff . Yes ; 
if it cost him nothing to grow the hay in a good season.
1619. If he could get £15 for it in a bad season, that would leave him an average for three years of £5 
per ton ;—would not that pay a man remarkably well? Yes ; it would pay him, supposing the stuff did 
not deteriorate in the meantime. Here it is liable to deterioration.
1620. Are there any means of irrigation besides the river ? Yes ; the river does not affect the wells
apparently. .
1621. Then, a ceitain amount of irrigation for 20 or 30 acres on a farm could be carried on by that means. 
Yes ; I have always been of that opinion, but irrigation by means of wells has not been fairly tried yet.
1622. Is any portion of the common fit for cultivation ? Yes ; I think the most of it is.
1623. Would it be a great advantage to the town if half of that common were resumed and thrown open 
to selection in areas of from 50 to 250 acres ? It would be a great benefit to the district.
1624. If a railway were constructed to Broken Hill, would it be possible for the farmers to find a good 
market for their produce ? Yes ; but I do not think that they would require to go there for a market. 
There would be a better market towards the Queensland Border, where they cannot grow anything.
1625. If the river were locked, so as to make it navigable to Bourke, it would be an advantage ? Yes ; 
and it would be a great assistance to irrigation, ideas respecting which are getting very prevalent. The 
greater part of the land from here to Bourke could be applied to agriculture. Although in some things 
the bad seasons do affect the growth of vegetation, I have not found that they affect it to any great 
extent. During the last drought there was a crop sold to a station for horse feed, at £15 an acre, 
of wheat or oats. It was grown by irrigation, 5 miles from Wilcannia.
1626. Is lucerne grown on the banks of the river? At Murtee station, 7 miles from here, I believe 
there is a large crop of it. Just below Menindie, there are 8 or 9 acres of it growing there. They have 
a steam-plant there for pumping water. At another station they have a centrifugal pump, and people 
there were preparing to plant lucerne. The soil here is well adapted for lucerne growing, I believe.
1627. What mail routes have you from here to Sydney ? Via Bourke, Booligal, and Broken Hill.
1628. Which is the most expeditious ? Via Bourke in the ordinary seasons. It takes about three days 
and a fraction. The mail goes twice a week. The mail goes to Broken Hill twice a week, and to 
Melbourne, via Booligal, three times a week. I have a total of seventy-nine mails each week in and 
out. The Melbourne and Sydney mails are the heaviest, but I cannot say which is the largest.

Mr.
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Mr. Henry V. Jackson sworn and examined.:—
1628-1'. Chairman^] What is your occupation ? A commission agent, coach agent, and editor of the ■^-r- 
Western Qrazier. I am agent for Cobb & Co., and Wright. Heaton, & Co.. I have been in the Jackson, 
western district nine and a half years. I was living at Nyngan for six and a half years. I was at Nyngan 
about two and a half years ago when Mr. Simpson was surveying the Cobar line. At that time I was 1 ’’ '
opposed to the railway to Cobar. A great number of people in Hyngan were likewise opposed to the 
railway to Cobar. We were of opinion that it would depreciate our property at INyngan, for the reason 
that the railway would do away with the team traffic between Cobar and Nymagee and Nyngan. I think 
there are some people over there who are of the same opinion to-day. I notice that a statement was made 
before the Committee at Nyngan, that the traffic in coaches between Cobar and Nyngan had fallen so low 
that the coaches did not pay. The competition on that road has become so severe that the subsidies have 
become too low to pay. There are likewise other vehicles continually running between those places 
conveying passengers and parcels. The traffic must have been considerable to enable those men to com
pete as they have done. When I came to Wilcannia, two and a half years ago, the town was fairly busy.
There was a good deal of traffic on most of the coach roads, especially from here to Broken Hill. I should 
reckon that the light traffic represented by passengers and parcels on all the coach lines in and out of 
Wilcannia at that time amounted to something very considerable per annum. It has fallen off since, but I 
do not think I am at liberty to mention any amount.
1629. What lines do you represent ? Wilcannia to Bourke, Wilcannia to Mount Browne, and for some 
time I represented from Wilcannia to Hungerford. Other agents represent the lines from here to 
Wentworth, to Hay, and to Menindie.
1630. Which way do passengers from Sydney come here ? Either from Bourke or from Hay. The 
traffic is pretty evenly divided between the two places.
1631. How many miles is it from here to Hay ? 250 or 260 miles, and 230 miles from here to Bourke.
We bring a considerable number of parcels by the coaches.
1632. If this proposed line were constructed, would the passengers by the Hay and Bourke coach routes 
be carried by that railway ? Tes.
1633. Do you think that thSt passenger traffic would be an important item in the revenue returns of the 
railway ? Tes ; there would not only be the right through traffic, but also a great deal cf in and out 
traffic between here and Cobar, and also between here and Broken Hill.
1634. Do Wright, Heaton & Co. do much forwarding business here ? No, very little. Prior to the 
railway being opened to Broken Hill there was considerable traffic between here and Bourke in dry 
seasons ; but the road is so much longer than the road between here and Broken Hill, and the cost of 
carriage is so much higher to Bourke, that the traffic has gone away altogether.
1635. What is the average freight per ton from here to Broken Hill ? In a bad season it goes up to £20 
a ton and more. I do not knpw what it is now, but it probably goes down as low.as £4 per ton.
1636. Is there very much traffic between here and Bro,ken Hill in merchandise ? Not in a good season ;
there only is when the river is down. There is not much imported here from Adelaide; the bulk of the 
trade is done with Sydney or Melbourne. •

' 1637. Is all the trade at Broken Hill with Adelaide ? No ; a considerable quantity is obtained from 
Sydney and Melbourne, but it is sent to Adelaide to be forwarded—that used to come at one time via 
Bourke. .
1638. Do you think that the construction of the proposed line would open out the district, and that it 
would ultimately pay working expenses and interest on the outlay ? In the first instance, I think the 
construction of the line should be a question of doing the greatest good to the greatest number. The 
railway will undoubtedly effect that object. Any opposition to the railway is probably a selfish opposition.
The construction of a railway promotes settlement effectually.
1639. Do you think that it would induce this portion of the Colony to become more attached to New South 
Wales, instead of having Yictorian proclivities ? So far as that sentiment goes, I do not think there is 
such a large amount of antagonism to New South Wales amongst the people here as has been represented.
It may be the case in a large centre like Broken Hill, where there is a large number of Victorians and 
South Australians ; but among the general body of the people here, and the pastoralists, I do not think 
that feeling prevails.
1640. Is it your opinion that if this railway were constructed it would be an immense benefit, not only to 
the district, hut to the Colony at large, and that it is a national undertaking ? Tes ; that is exactly the 
light in which I look at it. Although, for the first few years the receipts from the railway would not be 
as large as we would like, it must be remembered that there would be large increase of land revenue owing 
to increased settlement. I am perfectly satisfied that there would be an increase of settlement. We 
have proof of that in the ca|e of the Bourke railway, where settlement has increased all along the line.
1641. Could the district be sufficiently served by locking the river up to Bourke, instead of making the 
railway ? That would be a great boon to the district ; but it would hardly do what you anticipate.
1642. If the locking were done in addition to making the railway, what would you think of the proposal ?
That would be still a greater boon. I would point out that in the traffic I have mentioned, the traffic by 
coach is a very small item ; a great amount of traffic is done by teams, waggons, buggies. Erom this 
town alone a large trade is done with Mount Browne district and others. Mount Browne is a large 
mining district.
1643. Would the construction of a railway give an impetus to mining ? Tes ; there is no doubt it would.
1644. Would it be any advantage to this district to parry out the railway only so far as Cobar ? I do not 
think so. To be of any use It would have to come to Wilcannia.
1645. Mr. O’ Sullivan!} What are the opinions of the people here with regard to this proposal ? Public 
opinion is generally very much in favor of the railway. Any opposition to it arises from other causes, not 
connected with the question.of the line paying or not paying.
1646. Would this railway run through resumed or leasehold areas between here and Broken Hill ? I cannot
tell; but that would not make any difference. The resumed areas that would be open for settlement 
would not be so far distant from the railway line, as not to come within its scope, so far as getting to 
market is concerned. 4
1647. Do you think that some of the resumed areas, 20 or even 50 miles from the line, would be likely 
to be settled upon ? Certainly, if the country is good enough.
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1G48. Are you aware that the pastoralists in dividing their runs have chosen the better half for the 
leasehold area ? Yes.
1649. Prom which city, Sydney, Melbourne, or Adelaide, do the commercial travellers come f 1 have
seen more Sydney commercial travellers here than any others. I know that because I have been store
keeping myself. .
1650. Is that an indication that trade would naturally gravitate towards Sydney ? Certainly.
1651. Would this railway intercept the north-east Darling trade and take it to Sydney ? Yes ; it would 
take a great deal of it. It would not take some of the Paroo trade. There is a portion of the Paroo 
trade that lies at an angle nearer to Bourke than to Wilcannia. The railway would intercept a large 
amount of trade which now goes to Adelaide and Victoria. It would do a large amount of trade in the 
corner of this Colony where the Queensland and South Australian borders meet in the direction of Port 
Grrev.
1652. Do you think that hotel-keepers, storekeepers, and station managers would prefer safe and reliable 
communication with Sydney to the cheaper and precarious traffic by the river? I think so. It would 
pay them much better to pay a few shillings or pounds more to get goods from Sydney quickly, and so 
keep a small stock on hand, instead of having to lay in a stock of £25,000 worth, perhaps, in order to 
provide against a drought.
1653. What would be the effect of placing a river duty on the steamers coming up ? We are opposed, to 
that decidedly at present, because the river being so uncertain, and the (xovernment not doing anything 
to make it navigable, it would be unfair now to place charges upon what is our only natural highway.
1654. How far does the influence of Wilcannia extend with regard to wool and stores? It extends a 
great distance across to the southern corner of Queensland, borne of the stores here load teams for 
places very distant from here.
1655. Is that trade likely to be secured by this railway ? Yes : it would be increased. •
1656. Chairman.] You have had a long experience of the Cobar and Nyngan district as well as this 
district. What has been your experience as to the prosperity of those who have come to those districts, 
especially as small holders or farmers? There are great differences in the quality of the men who settle 
on the hind. During the six years I resided at Nyngan a number of selectors settled there, and most of 
them were able to get along very fairly. In two or three instances they did very well, especially when 
they went in for fruit growing. I knew two instances where fruit growing proved very successful.
1657. Notwithstanding the difficulty of access to market, do you think that good plodding men could get 
on very well? Yes. The difficulty here is that when you take up land the river is a very uncertain 
means of access to market, and a man who is only able to take up 100 acres probably has not sufficient 
capital to enable him to buy a plant to irrigate the land sufficiently.
1658. Do you regard Sydney as the best market for wool and other produce ? Yes ; it is cheaper than 
any other port.

. Mr. George H. Doake sworn and examined :—
Mr. 1659. Mr. Copeland.] What business do you carry on ? A general business—general stores, and tve are 

G. II. Doake. forwarding agents for our customers.

15 Oct, 1S80.
1660. Can you give us a general idea of the amount of goods forwarded at Wilcannia during the present 
and previous }rears ? The inward tonnage to Wilcannia has been 9,600 tons on the river alone. The 
outward tonnage from Wilcannia has been 8,900 tons—that is since June of the present year up to the 
present date.
1661. Has that been the period during which the river has been navigable this year ? Yes.
1662. Do these figures include wool and all other articles ? Yes. _ _
1663. Can you give the Committee any figures for previous years ? I can for tho_ years 1881 to 1883.
The outward and inward tonnage of Wilcannia during those'three years amounted in round numbers to
209,000 tons. The value of that tonnage was £3,606,000. During the years 1881, 1882, 1883 the 
imports from South Australia were 77,158 tons, of the value of £1,049,340. The imports from Victoria 
during the same period were 35,020 tons, of the value of £233,/35. This was a total tonnage cf 
102,178 tons, of the value of £1,283,131. The exports during the same period were: South Australia, 
74,497 tons, value £1,990,441 ; to Victoria, 32,467 tons, value £322,596. _
1661. During that period was there any business connection with Sydney at all? Apparently very little, 
because it is not given in the returns. I have been doing some business with Sydney since I started 
here. I can scarcely say what proportion. I would like to do business with Sydney, because it is 
decidedly the best and cheapest market. _ .
1665. If the railway vrere constructed from Nyngan to this place, do you think that business would go 
in the direction of Sydnev more than it has done hitherto ? Most unquestionably. Sydney offers every
advantage. .
1666. Is it your principal business to supply the surrounding squatters ? Yes ; and the district
generally. _ . .
1667. How much agricultural produce comes here during the year ? The quantity is very considerable, 
hut I do not know bowr much. There is practically no fodder produced here. The chief fodder consumed 
here consists of chaff, oats, bran, and pollard. Some people use wheat. A great deal of that fodder 
comes from Yictoria, and a large amount from South Australia also.
1668. What is the general through rate of freight ? It varies from £4 10s. to £7 10s. per ton. In the 
case of measurement goods it has cost me as high as £10 per ton. That is from Melbourne, Adelaide, 
and Sydney.
1669. Do goods come through for about the same rate ? Melbourne and Sydney cost a little more— 
about 12s. per ton in the case of bulk and heavy goods. With measurement goods it comes expensive. 
The dues at Adelaide are very heavy ; they are worse than at Melbourne ; and Melbourne is four times 
worse than at Sydney. I refer to harbour dues.
1670. If a railway were built do you think that you would get your goods from Sydney at a much lotver
rate? No, we would not cxpcctu, lower rale. When the railway Commissioners were here we gave 
them an average rate of about £6 per ton as being fairly satisfactory. _
1671. Would you he satisfied to pay the same rate at present, provided you were sure of getting your
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goods MLen you required them ? Tes, it would be very much better, as it would save interest on the .
value of the stock. We have to keep double the stock which we would keep if we had communication ' • oa «•
with a sure market. IS^Oc^ISSQ
1672. Prom which port do you get the cheapest freight—Sydney, Melbourne, or Adelaide—for wool to '
England and goods back from England? 1 should certainly say from Sydney, because the tonnage is
much larger there, and the expenses of shipping there are less than at any other port.
1673. Do you think that if a railway were constructed there would be an increase in the population of the 
district by homestead leases being taken up ? I think common experience proves that wherever railways 
are made, and facilities are given for communication, increased settlement always takes place. I do not 
think that can be doubted for a moment.
1674. Do you anticipate that Wilcannia would become restored to its former prosperity if the railway 
were built? Wilcannia could never recover the entire scope other first business, which included country 
away into Queensland, a great deal of which is now supplied from Bourke. But so far as the vast 
country surrounding here is concerned, and the south-west of the Queensland country, there is no doubt 
the trade there is very large, and it must vastly increase, and there is no doubt that that business would 
still flow to Wilcannia. When the river is open we still send stores right into Queensland.
1675. If a railway were constructed here, do you think that the people generally who are situated like 
yourself, would utilise the railway, not from patriotism, but because it would be most convenient and most 
profitable to themselves ? Certainly, and on no other grounds.
1676. If the river were locked at various points would it not be only in accordance with human nature for 
people to utilise the cheaper mode of carriage by river instead of using the railway? People would 
naturally take advantage of the lowest rates, but the scheme you refer to would involve the locking of the 
Murray as well as the river Darling.
1677. Suppose you had a railway at your door and you were a squatter, would you not prefer to send the 
wool by water instead of by rail ? I do not think that the difference in the rates between the two modes 
of transit would be very great after you take into consideration the heavy charges for insurance on the 
river, and shipping, and transhipping. I think an answer to your question is furnished by the experience 
m connection with the Bourke railway.- Bourke district is quite as open to the influence of the river as 
we are, but it is a rare thing to see a bale of wool coming down from there. '
1678. If the river were locked from hero to Bourke so as to give a depth of 7 or 9 feet of water, would 
not that answer all your purposes with regard to reaching the Sydney market ? I do not think so. The 
freight from here to Bourke would be £2 or £3 per ton, and then the railway rates from Bourke to 
Sydney’would be £6 15s. per ton, and that would shut us out altogether.
1679. During the drought what is the highest price you have known to bo paid for fodder ? Last year 
fodder was up to £40 per ton.
1680. Is it not strange that the people of the district have never tried ensilage in order to save fodder for 
a dry season ? Yes, it is.
1681. Are they taking advantage of this good season for that purpose ? I have heard of only oue or two 
cases. There is no agriculture in the district. ' I am quite satisfied that the district is suitable for 
agriculture.
1682. Do you think there is an opening for an agricultural population to settle on the soil ? So far as 
growing grain for green feed and for chaff is concerned we can grow it excellently ; but what the character 
of the grain would be, if it were grown for export, I do not think has ever been tested. It would be 
a great advantage if grain were grown for fodder.
1683. Have you heard any opinions expressed in regard to the increase of the rabbits in this district ?
Their increase is self evident. . When coming across the country from Broken Hill by Burke’s cave, 
they were as thick as ever. •
1684. Are there many unemployed about this town or district ? I do not think so. There are always a 
few. The bulk of the unemployed are those who move from station to station. There is very little for 
the ordinary working man to do here just now. The bulk of them have gone to Broken Hill, and other 
places. They were driven away on account of the stagnant condition of the place.
1685. Is the country within 50 miles of this place suitable for fruit growing ? I am sure that no better 
fruit can be grown anywhere than in the valley of the Darling. All the fruit consumed here is conveyed 
a considerable distance. When the river is open it is brought from Bourke and Adelaide.
16S6. Is it not strange that people here do not supply themselves with fruit ? I do not think so.
Owing to the isolated character of the district there are very fewr people here who could say that they 
are settled. '
1687. Looking at this proposed railway do you believe that as a national investment it would be 
remunerative ? I believe it would. I do not think the railway when constructed will pay right away, 
because the country is recovering from such a condition of stagnation and impoverishment as would 
render it impossible to expect the railway to pay at first. There has been no money spent in this district 
for the last five years. The population has been gradually leaving the place, consequently the district is 
not anything like what it was four or five years ago.
1688. Do you think that this place is suited for building up any manufactures ? If a railway were made 
I see no reason why this should not be a large centre for the export of dead meat. With refrigerating 
cars on the railway this should be one of the largest centres of that industry in N.S.W. There is no 
reason why this country should not compete with America or any other country in fruit growing and 
preserving.
1689. Have you everything here which is necessary to render a place prosperous with the exception of -
population? That is certainly the case. I believe that the railway would pay interest on the .cost of 
construction if it were carried from Nyngan right on to Broken Hill. I believe that there will be a .
population of 50,000 at Broken Hill. Then there are the Albert Gold-fields. A number of discoveries
have recently been made at Mount Browne, where there is every prospect of payable gold being found.
There are no means of testing the minerals here because there is no chance of getting machinery at fair 
rates. Machinery is going up to Milparinka, but before it 'reaches there it will cost an enormous sum.
1690. Mr. O' Sullivan^ Erom telegrams received from Wentworth, I find that steamers have cleared for 
Wilcannia with 9,642 tons, and that steamers have left Wilcannia for Wentworth with 8,932 tons.
Were those steamers loaded to their fullest capacity ? Tes.
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Mr. 1691. May we take it that 9,642 tons of stores have come up here this year P Tes ; I expect that is it. 
^oa^e- 1692. Would the freight going down he mainly wool? Tes.

151889 -^s ^ Practice of the steamers to do a little trading on their own account on the river ? Tes.
0’’ '1694. Does not that interfere with the business people of Wilcannia? I do not think it matters very

much ; I do not care about it. I do not think it is worthy of notice.
1695. Tou say that people here would buy in Sydney because it is the cheapest market;—taking the 
transit by water, which would be the cheapest market ? I think we have an answer to that question in 
the case of Bourke. Bourke has the same river and the same markets open to it as we have. The cost 
of transit by water is just the same. A steamer will carry freight to Bourke for the same price as to 
Wilcannia, yet I do not think 100 tons of goods have gone to Bourke by the river during the present 
year.
1696. Is it the practice of owners of stations here to reside on them ? Not as a rule. The bulk of them
are in the hands of managers. I have no doubt that the construction of a railway would tend to increase 
settlement in the district, and would give a home character to it, which it cannot have in its present 
isolated condition. •
1697. If you had a railway from Sydney to Wilcannia, would you be in a position to compete with
Broken Hill for the trade of the Mount Browne district ? Certainly. The sympathies of that district 
are more with Wilcannia than with Broken Hill. ■
1698. Are goods brought up to famine prices here often, owing to the river not being navigable ? Tes. 
When the rates of freight become very high, prices must go up accordingly.
1699. What has been the price of sugar, wheat, and potatoes at those times ? Those goods were costing us 
2d. to 2^d. per lb. to get them forward here during the drought. That would cause famine prices to be 
charged for those goods. That put a charge of £20 per ton extra on sugar. Blour was sold as high as 
£35 per ton. At Milparinka I believe it was .sold for £4 or £5 per bag. Very few potatoes came because 
they could not stand the carriage. They went up to about four times their ordinary price. Most other 
stores rose in price in the same way. If we had a railway such a thing would not occur.
1700. Mr. Tonlcin.~\ What is about the average freight of wool from here to the nearest shipping port,— 

.Adelaide or Melbourne ? The rates vary very much according to the condition of the river. This season 
wool has been taken down f.'o.b. to Port Victor for 50s. to 55s. per ton. At other times it costs about 
£4. The average cost would be £4 per ton. The freight varies from £4 10s. to £7 10s. Tou have to add 
to that river insurance amounting to 40s. or 50s. per cent, on the declared value of the wool, which 
increases the rate of tonnage by about 3 to per cent.
1701. If we take the amount of goods which go up and down the river, and charge £4 per ton as'railway 
carriage, would not that make up almost sufficient to pay the required amount of £90,000 for interest 
and working expenses of the proposed railway ? The amount of wool held over last year in this district 
was estimated at 27,000 bales, representing a value of £330,000 lying in sheds and other places round 
about there. There were 8,000 bales stored in Wilcannia alone.
1702. Has not this year been an exceptional year with regard to the quantity of wool going down the 
river ? A large amount of wool went down to Broken Hill last year.
1703. Did not more than the ordinary yield of wool from the district go down this year ? Tes ; but on 
the other hand, the returns of wool from the stations this year are at least one-third less than they would 
he in a fair average year, because there has been a loss of about 1,000,000 sheep. Under these circum
stances the amount of wool sent during the present year would not be very much above the average. 
I703i. Then the figures which have been given show that if all the traffic went by the proposed railway, 
and if freight were charged at the low rate of £4 per ton, the traffic here alone would be sufficient to pay 
working expenses and interest on cost of construction ? Tes.
1704. What would be the difference in the amount of stock which you would have to keep on hand if you 
had railway communication with Sydney, as compared with the amount of stock which you now have to 
keep on hand ? Less than one-half.
1705. How far from here eastwards is wool carted into Wilcannia to go by the river ? Between 80 and 90 
miles. Beyond that it goes to Nyngan or Bourke.
1706. Chairman^ In what state is the river now ? It is navigable. It is falling slightly, but there is a 
further rise behind it just now.
1707. What is the rate of freight of goods at the present time from ports up the river ? The competition 
for wool backwards is so great that the boats now carry up goods for as low a price as £3 to £3 10s. per 
ton, but that is not the normal condition of things. The actual freight for wool down to port is about 
30s., but that is unusually low. If the river went down rapidly the rate of freight would go up rapidly. 
The bulk of our boats are about 3 feet draft when they are loaded. When there is a deep river they load 
down deeper.
1708. If the river went down rapidly would the great bulk of this season’s wool he left behind ? I think 
it would go to Broken Hill on account of the ruling prices. I do not think it would be held over.
1709. Tou know that the railway freight to Bourke from Sydney is about £6 15s. per ton, and this place 
is 150 miles farther from Sydney than Bourke is ? Tes.
1710. Would you as a storekeeper be willing to pay say £6 10s. per ton for railway freight ? Not if I 
could get it lower.
1711. Then you would prefer to use the river ? Tes ; a man will prefer to have his goods carried by the 
cheapest route. But, notwithstanding that Bourke has all the advantages which we have, the people at 
Bourke find it to their advantage to pay £6 10s. or £6 15s. per ton to get their goods by rail rather than

. by the river. Therefore, it must be advantageous, or the river would be used as much as ever. The
tonnage of our firm inwards for the three months ending October, 1889, is 350 tons. This is exclusive of 
station indents, which amount to considerably more—times are now had, but in good times this tonnage 
would be more than double. If I had regular communication by railway I could do with about £8,000 
less of permanent stock and capital.

62 PAKLIAMEFTABY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOKKS.
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Mark J. C. Tully, Esq., Inspector of Stock, sworn, and examined :—
1712. Mr. Copeland.'] What position do you occupy? Inspector of Stock for the Wilcannia district, M.J.C. Tully,
which extends about 150 miles northwards, about 70 miles westwards, and about 70 miles southwards. 
It takes in about 100 miles around Wilcannia. I have held this position for nearly five years. I know 
the whole district thoroughly, and I have lived in it twenty-three years.
1713. What extent of country carrying stock will be influenced by the proposed railway ? There are 
about 30,000,000 acres of pastoral country which would be iufluenced by the railway. That is 
within about 200 miles northward of the railway-—about 90 miles southward and about 60 miles to the 
south-westward. That is taking in the country from the Queensland border and north-west, and leaving out 
all that goes direct to Broken Hill and Silverton, or direct to Bourke. That would make an area of
30,000,000 acres.
1714. What stock does that area of country contain ? At present there are rather over 3,000,000 
sheep, between 17,000 and 20,000 head of cattle, and about 9,000 horses. The horses are mostly used 
for station purposes. There are only two or three stations on which they have from 1,000 to 3,000 head 
of cattle. The figures I have given include all the working cattle.
1715. Is the stock increasing or decreasing in the district generally ? The stock had increased until 
about eighteen months ago, but there was a very considerable loss during 1888-1889. There must have 
been a direct loss of at least 1,000,000 sheep, and an indirect loss, through the want of an increase, of
750,000 or 1,000,000.
1716. If a railway had been in existence, would the squatters have made use of it to have saved some of 
that stock ? Tes ; hundreds of thousands would have been taken away.
1717. Was the stock increasing to a satisfactory extent before the drought? Tes ; very much so.
1718. Has the carrying capacity of the country been increasing generally since the country has been 
stocked ? Tes.
1719. Is it likely to increase if the squatters spend more money in improvements and in making smaller 
paddocks ? Tes. I should say that during the next five years we should have at least one-third more 
stock than at present. I do not think that ringbarking would pay, because the carrying capacity of the 
country is so light. Looking forward to the long tenure which the squatters have now, there is no reason! 
why the district should not ultimately carry double the number of stock which it carries now.
1720. If a freezing depot were established here, would a large quantity of dead meat be probably sent 
away ? Tes. Since the runs have been stocked I think the grasses are growing thicker. There is more 
grass, and less herbage. There is no pine scrub in this district.
1721. How are the rabbits in this district? I am an Inspector under the Rabbit Act. In the month 
of April I travelled about 600 miles through the district, and I do not think I saw six rabbits ; but during 
the last three or four months I have seen them in thousands wherever I have gone—they have been in
creasing alarmingly. There is no doubt that they will again become a very serious pest. Nothing has 
been done recently to destroy them. Nothing has been done to utilise them. When they were most 
numerous some of the stations preserved the skins, but they scarcely paid for the trouble. I notice that 
some of the lessees are providing themselves now with wire netting to trap the rabbits at the tanks.
1722. Where does the bulk of the sheep go to market from this district? I find that there came on the 
road from Milparinka to Wilcannia last year 119,000 sheep. They came principally from the north
western part of the district. A great portion of them went to Melbourne.
1723. Supposing a railway had been opened, then do you think that stock would have been sent by rail 
to Sydney ? Certainly. It would cost twice as much to send them by road as by rail in such a season 
when every drink of water had to be paid for. 97,000 sheep went from Wilcannia to Louth, and across 
from there to Cobar.
1724. Are the stock in a healthy state at present ? Tes.
1725. Were the stock to which you have just referred fat stock going to market? No; only a very 
small portion of them.
1726. What were they travelled for ? Eor feed ; and they were sold on the stations to lighten the strain 
on the stations.
1727. Erom your experience of stock, do you think it would be possible for the squatters in a season like 
the present one, by means of ensilage, to preserve some of the grass so as to feed their stock in time of 
drought ? They could do so to a limited extent, so as, perhaps, to sustain their working stock, but it 
would not do to feed sheep, as it would cost too much to collect it.
1728. In the country over which we have travelled, there are millions of acres which would yield this year 
1 ton of hay to the acre.* Would there be any more difficulty in this district in getting a large quantity 
of hay from the natural grass ? The holdings are not so large in that part of the country.
1729. Are we to infer that the people have more country than they can manage economically ? No ; but 
the country is of such a poor nature that you must have a large quantity of it to carry any stock at all. A 
good season like this is exceptional. In my opinion it would not pay to keep the natural grass for feeding 
sheep.
1730. Would it pay to grow lucerne ? Not to feed sheep upon it. It would pay in the same way as it, 
would pay to preserve ensilage for working stock.
1731. In your opinion, will it not pay to spend money in improving the land by scrubbing and ringbarking 
it ? I do not think it would pay to ring it. It might pay in some places to scrub certain portions, 
although I should not think so. I think that perhaps the scrub in this district is the most valuable growth.
1732. Then, in your opinion, we have nothing to look forward to but to allow the country to remain vir
tually a desert, as it is now ? I believe the country will improve, but I do not believe that it will pay to 
go in for ringbarking. Smaller paddocks, and increasing the water supply, are about the extent of the 
improvements which I think will be advantageous.
1733. Are there many homestead leases in your district ? There are only a few.
1784. Are the holders making a success of them generally ? They have scarcely done so yet, as they have 
not had time. Eour or five of the leases taken up have been thrown up again. I suppose the lessees 
considered they could not make them pay. Some of them were never stocked at all. Some carriers have 
taken up leases to put their stock on them, and they have fenced them in. I think only one or two have 
been taken up in a land fide manner for pastoral purposes. I think that with economy a man with a 

.  ............................................................... ................................................................... family
l Note (on revision):—My answer to this was, “ I do not believe it.”

Esq.

15 Oct., 1889.
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^ Esq'U^' w^0 c011^ do most of the labour within his own family, could make a comfortable living out of a
homestead lease. To live out hero with anything like comfort, a man -would require to get a net return 

ISOtl or a year.cfc., 1889. 1735. D0 you think it would be possible under general circumstances for a man to take up 10,000 acres, 
and by stocking it and working it himself to make, say, a clear £300 a year on an average? I do not 
think so. because in bad seasons many of these lessees would be completely wiped out, and unless they 
had funds they could not make another start. ’
1730. It this railway were constructed to Wilcannia, do you think there would be many more leases taken 

. up on the resumed areas ? No doubt there would. In that way there would be a considerable amount
of additional settlement by smaller men. -
1737. Mr. Tonkin.'] How much per ton could the natural grass be saved for? I cannot say positively.
1738. How do you know that it could not be saved ? I liiiow that bush hay was collected on Mount 
Murchison station a few years ago, and the manager told me that it cost him £3 per ton to collect that 
hay in a season similar to this. There was grass in abundance everywhere.
1739. If feed could have been supplied to the sheep for three months during the late drought, would that 
have saved them ? Tes, it wmidd have saved the bulk of them.
1740. How much hay wrould keep a sheep alive during that time ? About 2 cwt. or 3 cwt. would keep 
each sheep.
1741. Then if you had hay that would cost £1 per ton, you could have saved six sheep for every ton of 
that hay ? It would cost another £1 per ton to lay it out for the sheep to eat.
1742. Do you think it v-ould not pay if it cost £2 per ton? I do not think so. I have not had anything 
to do with the feeding of sheep artificially.
1743. Would it surprise you to hear that in the country wo have come through hay could be made out of the 
grass for 10s. per ton? There is very little in my district where you could make it for 10s. per ton. I 
dare say there is some clear open country where it could be cut down with a reaping machine.
1744. Would you bo surprised to hear that it does not cost more than 10s. per ton to make hay in the 
Bathurst district? I would sooner make hav down there than hero.
1745. Have you ever had anything to do with a farm ? I was bom on one of the largest farms in Scot
land. It would cost more to make hay there than here, but I do not know the exact cost of making it 
there. Here it would take more ground to grow the hay than at home, and you could not cut right ahead 
here with a reaping machine. There arc not 10 acres in any part of my district where you could mow 
straight ahead.
1746. Mr. Murlei/.] Do you think that the pastoral holdings are very much depreciated in value through 
being over-run with rabbits ? Tes.
1747. Has it ever come to your knowledge that squatters have been forced to pay Cd. per scalp for each
rabbit destroyed, when they could easily have got them killed for 3d. and 4d., on account of an arrange
ment being entered into between the rabbiters and the inspectors? I know of no such arrangement, 
and I never heard of it. I believe that everyone did what they considered to be the very best in carrying
out the Act. Time perhaps has proved that it was not the best course which was taken."
1748. Do you know that under the Act boys were receiving £5 a week, whereas they would not have 
received 3(Js. a week elsewhere ? Tes. "
1749. Was that fair to the State? No.
1750. Chairman.] Do you know the river from here to Bourke ? Tes, I have travelled over it.
l7ol. If it is stated in an official document that the distance by river from Wilcannia to Bourke is 208 
miles, is that correct ? No.
1752. What is the distance by river ? It is not less than COO miles.
1753. Is the river very circuitous ? It is very tortuous indeed. In some places you have to go 4 miles

. round a bend which you could cross in a distance of half a mile.
1754. Is it very shallow in places ? At times you could find a mile of the river bed quite dry, over which 
you could walk.
1755. Are there many rocky bottoms ? I only know of two from here to Bourke. I do not know the 
general character of the bed of the river.
1756. When the river is navigable how long does it take steamers and punts to go from Wilcannia to 

- Bourke ? About one week up stream. The steamers generally travel about 6 miles an hour ; but there
is a great difference in their speed.
1/57. Mr. O Sultivan.] hrom the way in which the rabbit pest is spreading in this neighbourhood do you 
think it is likely to retard settlement ? Tes.
1758. Do you think that small settlement would be successful in this country ? I do not think it would
he successful under existing circumstances. '
1759. If small holdings wiil not be successful by keeping down the rabbit pest, and by ringbarking, and 
by making dams, how is that work to be done by the large pastoral proprietors who are now here ? I do 
not think any one has been able to answer that question, and I am afraid I cannot answer it.
1760. Is it only a matter of time when the large pastoralists will be eaten out by the rabbits ? Some 
other means may be found of getting rid of the post. Bor instance, fencing has not been much tried.
1761. Do you not think that smaller holders would have a better chance of success than large holders 
in dealing with such a pest ? The small holder would have a very much better chance of coning with 
the rabbits.
1762. In your opinion what should be the area of a homestead lease here ? I do not think that the area 
of 10,090 acres should be altered. If you give a man more than that you give him a run.

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

Hubert P. T. Bode, Esq., surveyor, Bailway Department, sworn and examined :—
H. F. T. 11QS. Chairman.] What is your occupation? Surveyor in the Bailway Department. I have been a

Bode,Esq. cadet in the engineering branch, but I have never been employed in construction.
---- " 1764. Arc you making a trial survey of the proposed railway from hereto Broken Hill ? " Tes, of the first

15 Oct., 1889. 77 miies from "Wilcannia. “
1765. What is the character of the country you have gone through ? Eor the most part it is of a level 
nature, with only one range of hills to go through. 1766.
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1766. What is the steepest grade throughout that distance ? 1 in 100.
1767. Did you get any special instruction from the Department as to grades ? Xes. We were told not 0 e’ ,
to make anything steeper than 1 in 100 with 10-foot cuttings. If we wished to use anything steeper we had
to apply for special authority, which was not necessary in this case. '1
1768. How far did you get from Wilcannia before you arrived at the ridge you have referred to ? There 
is one about 4 miles from Wilcannia. It is only about 15 to 20 chains, and it will involve very little 
cutting. The next long gradient of 1 in 100 is about 40 miles from Wilcannia. There are about 50 chains 
of it. The ground there is of a gravelly nature. There are no other hills on the route. We skirt some 
hills about 65 miles from Wilcannia ; that does not involve any divergence. The line is very straight;
I think there are five curves altogether. They are of 100 chains radius each. It is very easy country in 
which to make a railway.
1769. What is the character of the soil which the line passes through ? It is principally sand, and a sort 
of soil known as clay-pan soil—clay mixed with sand.
1770. Would it have to be ballasted ? I presume so. There is plenty of ballast obtainable in the ranges, 
consisting of good hard stone. There is no timber at all suitable for sleepers.
1771. Will this be an easy and inexpensive line to construct? Tes.
1772. Mr. Tonkin.'] Have you surveyed any other line in this Colony ? Tes.
1773. Are not these exceptional instructions you have received, not to lay off a steeper grade than 1 in 100 ?
That depends upon the nature of the country we have to go through. I have been told to get grades of 
1 in 50 in some districts, but you might get grades of 1 in 100 in other districts without going into very 
much more expensive work.
1774. Have not exceptional instructions been given to you with regard to the grades on this particular line 
more than on any other line which you have been surveying ? There has been only one other instance 
in which I have been told what grades to get. Within the last three or four years it was allowable to use 
grades of 1 in 40 in very rough country, but latterly I think the surveys have been carried through more 
easy country as a rule.

WILCANNIA, WEDNESDAY, 16 OCTOBER, 1889.
[The Sectional Committee met in the Court-house, Wilcannia, at 10 a.m.]

present:— .
The Honorable WILLIAM JOSEPH TEICKETT (Chairman).

Henry Copeland, Esq. Edward William O’Sullivan, Esq.
James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq. John Hurley, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Nyngan to Cobar.

Mr. Walter T. Corney, merchant, Wilcannia, sworn and examined :—
1775. Chairman.] What is your occupation ? Merchant, carrying on business at Wilcannia. I have Mr.
been there almost eleven years. W. T. Corney.
1776. In your business what goods did you receive in the course of twelve months ? In the year 1SS7,
with a permanent river, we had 1,100 tons of inward freight, or perhaps a little more. That was all16 0ct-> 1883. 
obtained by river.
1777. What wool did you send a'way in the year 1887 ? About 6,000 bales were sent away by my firm.
In 1888 there was no wool shipped from here, owing to the excessive drought.
1778. How much has been sent away for 1889 up to date ? 9,500 bales, and there are about 4,000 to
come in. The greasy bales weigh 3 cwt. 3 qr. each, and the scoured 2) cwt. each. There would be 
about 4,000 scoured bales out of the 13,000 bales.
1779. What was the destination of that wool ? Principally Port Victor, South Australia, by the river.
About 4,000 bales went by Echuca to Melbourne—none of it went to Bourke or Broken Hill.
1780. In the year 1887 what was the average rate of freight to T ictoria and South Australia ? It ranged 
from £3 up to £4 for greasy and scoured.
1781. What has been the average rate so far in 1889 ? Erom 30s. to 40s. from Wilcannia to Echuca . 
and Morgan, and from 50s. to 60s. to Q-oolwa, f.o.b., that is to port.
1782. Why is it considerably cheaper this year than it was in 1887 ? Owing to the long river we have 
had, and the great quantity of supplies for shearing which came up on the first of the river. There was 
keen competition among the boats. I do not think the freights have paid any of the boats this year.
1783. We have heard that goods can be brought up as far as Bourke for about the same rate of freight 
as they can be brought to Wilcannia ;—is that so ? I have heard of one instance of a boat carrying 
freight up to Bourke for the same rate as to Wilcannia this year. I think they get a better price for 
carrying wool down from Bourke, and that induces them to go higher up the river.
1784.. What is your opinion as to the construction of a railway from Nyngan to Wilcannia ? It would 
open up a great extent of country, and it would secure a large portion of the tonnage that comes to this 
town. It takes about three weeks to get goods up the river, and often a month or five wreeks. If a 
railway w7ere made the storekeepers would not have to keep on hand one half or one quarter of their 
present stock. If the freights wrere anything like in proportion, the railway wmuld certainly get the 
preference.
1785. Would it not be a great saving in many wrays if wool could be put on the train at once and sent
straight to the port of shipment? Certainly it would be a great saving. It would arrive in better 
condition; there would be a great saving of insurance and also in storage.. We have had wool stored 
here for nine months—that has happened more than once. During the last drought we had about '2,500 
bales stored, and our clients had a lot of wool stored in the country. •
1786. Do you do the largest shipping trade in wool in Wilcannia ? Not always. It varies some years.
The other firms which are engaged in the same kind of business as ours, in shipping wool at Wilcannia, 
are Doake & Co., Ottoway, Donaldson, and Permewan, Wright, & Co. There is a large quantity shipped 
direct from the woolwash about 2 miles down the river. I daresay they send away 2,000 bales a year.
We took over our business from another firm about six years ago. .

. 6(«)-I ' 1787.
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Mr.
W; T. Corney.

16 Oct., 1889.

1787. Has the business in wool decreased or increased during that period ? It has been about the same 
on an average. We receive wool from about twenty graziers. They have all large holdings. The runs, 
hundreds of miles away, are not stocked so heavily as the frontage people.
1788. Which is the most distant station that sends wool to you ? Tickalara station, about 250 or 260 
miles away, near the border of Queensland. We have had wool from places farther away than that, but 
not this year. Some of the wool comes to us from the Paroo, but most of it comes from the north-west.
1789. How is that this wool from the north-west does not go to Bourke ? I do not think there is such a 
direct road to Bourke as there is to this place. It is a better watered route here.
1790. What has been your experience as to the success or otherwise of homestead lessees ? I do not 
think that any have made money out of the leases. Most of them are taken up just as homes by carriers 
and other people who are living in the district. Very few are trying to make a living out of them by 
stocking them. A great many of those who have taken up homestead leases have failed to carry them on 
for want of capital.
1791. If they had a small amount of capital do you think they could have done fairly well ? In some 
places they could if they worked themselves and looked after things.
1792. Do you not think that from the character of the country industrious men would get on very well 
with small holdings ? I think they would want 20,000 acres at least. Then they might make a fair 
living.
1793. Do you not think that around towns small holdings of from 150 to 200 acres would be availed of 
for gardens and agricultural purposes ? Yes ; with a river frontage I think they would. One or two 
have ‘gone in for that line of business and they seem to make it pay very well.
1794. Are the five firms in the same line of business as yours doing as large a business in wool as your 
firm is ? Year in and year out I think four of them do as large a business. That is, for an average of three 
or four years.
1795. Mr. Copeland.'] Have you any public wharf accommodation here? We have only the bank of the 
river. Our firm has a private wharf. There is a wharf reserve but there is no Government wharf. 
About twelve months ago some money was voted for a wharf but there was a dispute with the contractor, 
and it was not gone on with. It would require far more than £1,500 to erect a wharf.
1796. If you had wharf accommodation would it enable you to get the goods and send them away cheaper 
than at present ? Yes.
1797. Is the river fairly clear of snags ? Yes. It has been snagged the whole way from Bourke to 
Wentworth. There is no snagging being done now. The river might be improved by further snagging.
1798. Have you formed any opinion as to locking the river and as to where it should be locked ? 
Personally I should rather see it locked from here to Wentworth than from Bourke to here. I do not 
think it would reduce the freight, but it would make the river navigable for a longer period. I do not 
think it would be possible to make it navigable all the year round from here to Wentworth.
1799. Would it be worth while to spend a considerable sum to make the river navigable six months 
in the year ? Ho ; I am in favour of making the railway rather than locking the river. I believe that if 
a railway were constructed the people would use it to a great extent.
1800. Do you think that the stations in the vicinity are fully stocked ? Judging from this year’s wool I 
do not think that they are anything like stocked. Yearly every station is some hundreds of bales short; 
in some cases thousands of bales. The clip is considerably smaller than it was in 1887.
1801. Mr. Hurley.] It has been stated to us that under ordinary circumstances between 50,000 and
60,000 bales of wool go down the river every year ;■—do you think it is correct ? It is quite within the 
mark.
1802. What freight have you to pay on all goods brought here by river, including all charges ? Prom £4 
10s. to £8, £9, and even £10 per ton. The average is about £6. The average for wool going down is £5 
10s. per ton. If the railway were constructed and a charge were made of £5 per ton, while the boats 
charge £4 per ton, we would prefer to use the railway. There would be a saving on insurance and 
interest.
1803. What is the highest price paid for fodder by the public ? £45 and £50 per ton. This year I think
you can buy it for £6 and £6 10s. per ton.
1804. If the river were locked, so as to throw the water back to Bourke, do you think that sufficient feed 
could be grown m the district to supply the local demands ? The soil is good enough. If the water were 
conserved for irrigation, agricultural settlement would be induced, but I do not think that the farmers 
could produce as cheaply as other farmers who have not to irrigate.
1805. If the river were locked and improved up to Bourke from Wilcannia, would not that serve the pur
poses of this district with regard to communication, without making a railway to your door ? I do not 
think so if the rates at present charged to Bourke would be maintained. We would have to pay the extra 
freight from here to Bourke, which would be heavy if we had to pay lock dues.
1806. Mr. Tonkin.] What is the tonnage of the wool you sent away this year ? Over 2,000. The average 
amount of wool sent down the river from Wilcannia would be about 5,000 tons. There are about 2,000 
tons additional, which are shipped between here and Wentworth, which do not come to Wilcannia, but 
which would probably be sent by the railway if constructed. Then we may estimate that 3,000 tons of 
wool would be sent down from places above Wilcannia. There might be even more. The average freight 
paid for that wool with insurance would be £4 per ton, if not more.
1807. That gives an expenditure on freight for wool of £40,000 a year ? Yes. '
1808. Would the tonnage of goods brought up the river per annum be anything like the tonnage of the 
wool sent down ? Yes ; I think it would come to 7,000 or 8,000 tons.
1809. What would be the average freight paid upon that? The average freight to Wilcannia right 
through would be £6, or a total amount of £48,000 per annum.
1810. So that you have paid annually for freight alone on the river to and from here £88,000 ? Yes.
1811. Do you think that you have not made any mistake, and are you confident that there is that amount 
of trade inwards and outwards from this district ? These are merely estimates. I think you would be 
quite within the mark if you said £80,000 per annum instead of £88,000.
1812. Which of the three ports, Adelaide, Melbourne, or Sydney, is the best to ship from for the whole 
market ? I do not think there is a fraction of difference between the three.
1813. Is there any difference to the storekeepers and consumers in purchasing merchandise at any of

these
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these ports ? In a great many lines Sydney is much lower than the other ports, but not in all. I think 
taking it all round, the three cities are about equal in price—that is, buying in bond. j r. j?
1814. In the event of the railway being constructed, would it be availed of in times of severe drought tor
the removal of starving stock ? I believe it would to a great extent. During the last drought probably
500,000 sheep would have been sent away. _ ..... 0 T ^
1815. Do you think that the new Land Bill will make things more lively in this district. I am sure ot it.
Things are improving already. ... • i j ,,
1816. Is that not likely to increase the amount of material which will be required, and, consequently, the 
traffic of the district ? Yes; and it will increase the population in a great measure. I knew a station 
which, before the Land Bill was passed in 1884, used to employ upwards of 300 hands, but after that 
Land Bill was passed I do not think they had forty hands employed.
1817. Mr. a Sullivan.'] Does Wilcannia do much trade with the country between here and Broken Hill f 
Only for a distance of 50 miles out from Bourke.
1818. Does Wilcannia do a very large trade with Mount Browne, Tibooburra, and the country on the 
Queensland border ? Yes ; when the river is up we do a large trade there. •
1819. Would it serve the interests of this district most to make a light line up to the Mount Browne
country, or to continue the proposed line on to Broken Hill ? I do not know that a line to Mount 
Browne would be of most benefit. ,
1820. If a railway is taken on to Broken Hill is it not likely that a great deal of trade will go on to oontn
Australia instead of coming to Wilcannia ? That would depend upon the rates. I think the Sydney 
railway ought to be able to compete with the other, because the private Tramway Company s rates are very 
high. _ . .
1821. Would it not be better for the interests of this country if you had a railway running to Mount 
Browne and the Queensland border, than to continue the line to Broken Hill ? Yes ; it would open up a 
great deal more country, and I believe it would pay better.
1822. Would it not be better to carry out that scheme and connect Broken Hill with Sydney by a railway, 
via Forbes, Condobolin, and Menindie ? Yes ; I think that would be the better way. However, the latter 
line would, to some extent, open up the same country as the line which would be carried from Nyngan to 
Wilcannia. I wish to correct a statement I made—that the river had been snagged between here and 
Bourke. I understand it has not been snagged.

Mr.
W. T. Corney.

16 Oct., 1889.

Mr. Thomas F. Ottaway, auctioneer and forwarding agent, sworn, and examined:—
1823. Mr. O' Sullivan.] What is your occupation ? Auctioneer and forwarding agent. I have had ^ ^ ^.'awa
twelve years’ experience. . . . ~ ' a. _ '
1824. Do you approve of the evidence given by Mr. Corney, and endorse it? Yes, m the mam. I think ^gQot. ^ggg
that men holding blocks of 10 miles square would make a very handsome living here better than they ’
would on large areas. I know one or two in the district who have apparently got on very well on such 
holdings, and they have made more improvements than the larger holders.
1825. Have homestead leases been successful ? No. Carriers have taken up homestead leases they run
their cattle on them, but I do not think they make a living out of the leases. They are just about holding 
their own. The holder of a 64,000-acre block would fence in and improve his land, and would divide it 
into small paddocks, and he would make a large number of water improvements. _
1826. Do you think that some of the pastoral lessees have over-reached themselves by taking up areas 
which are too large ? No, I do not think that has been the case in the past, but I think that if a railway 
were made, a great many 10-mile blocks would be taken up.
1827. Is your recommendation in reference to 10-mile blocks contingent upon the making of the
railway? Yes. „ n
1828. "in the past, if men had taken up 10-mile blocks, would they have been likely to sufter less
loss than the large holders, seeing that they would have more water and less sheep ? Yes. _ .
1829. Do you agree with Mr. Corney’s statement as to the quantity and value of the business done here .
Yes, and therefore I think the railway would pay. t> i £ -i
1830. Would you recommend that the river should be locked between Wilcannia and Bourke, for the 
purpose of assisting irrigation ? Yes, and as low down as Menindie. That is contingent on the railway
being made. , , j t i •
1831. Supposing another line were constructed via Forbes and Menindie, would you recommend locking 
the river down there then ? It would serve two purposes then—irrigation, and taking the stuff to either
line. _ _ ...
1832. If a railway were constructed to Wilcannia, would there still be a river trade above Wilcannia m
bringing wool from the intervening stations ? Yes. _
1833. Would you prefer a line to Mount Browne to an extension of the line from here to Broken Hill ?
Yes, the line to Mount Browne would be more beneficial to this district.
1834. And to New South Wales generally ? Yes, if made to the Queensland border. It would develop 
the mineral country there, and it would bring in wool that now goes to South Australia by Orcha.
1835. When the river is not navigable, is some of the trade carried on by means of camels between Broken 
Hill and Mount Browne ? Yes. There is trade between those two places at all times.
1836. What is the population in the Mount Browne district ? I have been out there. There is a good 
population there. There is a new place at Coononberry, and there are stations all round.

Mr. Frank Leng, Crown Lands Agent, sworn, and examined :—■
1837. OhairmamT] What office do you hold ? Crown Lands Agent. _ Mr. F. Leng.
1838. Mr Copeland.] Is there a large common round Wilcannia ? Yes ; I do not know its area. It is a ^
permanent and temporary common. ... r 16 O0*''’ 1889‘
1839. If portions of that common were open for selection would it be readily selected and made use offer 
cultivation ? I think so, provided we had a railway.
1840. Irrespective of a railway if it were available, in small areas, would people take up the land and-
cultivate it? Yes, if portions from 5 acres, or even up to 30 acres, were available so that they might 
cultivate wheat, lucerne, and oats. I think the land is capable of producing anything by the aid of 
irrigation. 1841.
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Mr. F. Leng. 1811. "What quantity of land in this common has a frontage to the river ? The common extends to 
^ ' the river bank on both sides.

16 Oct., 1889. 1812. Have you had any auction sales lately ? Ho ; the last one was held in August, 1887, at Wilcannia, 
being allotments in the township of Tibooburra. Land sold pretty well, but it did not bring a very high 
price. I have not had any town lots for sale situated in the township of Wilcannia.
1843. How many applications have you received for homestead leases ? Fifty-three during the last four 
years. Twenty-five were non-accepted, withdrawn, and forfeited, leaving 28 homestead leases in existence. 
I think some of tho lessees have stocked their land with sheep. I think the homestead lessees, especially 
in the Menindie district, are doing well.
1814. If a railway were made to Wilcannia, do you think it would lead to increased settlement by means of 
homestead leases ? Tes, provided the river was locked and the land irrigated. I think that homestead 
lessees would irrigate their land.
1845. Would not that apply only to those on the river bank? Tes, or to a distance of 40 or 50 miles 
from the river bank.
1816. Is not most of the river frontage embraced in the leasehold areas of the pastoral holdings ? Ho. 
There are large areas still available. There are resumed areas on the river frontage not yet applied for.
1847. Do you hold any other position under the Government ? Tes ; District Eegistrar of Births, 
Marriages, and Deaths.
1848. Is the population increasing to any extent? Ho ; it is decreasing. In 1885 there were 90 births. 
In 1886 and 1887, there was a slight decrease in the number. During the present year the births are 
not maintaining the average. The population of Wilcannia appears to be on the decrease.
1849. Are the marriages falling off ? Tes, verv much so.
1850. Do you think that the new Land Bill will bo beneficial to the pastoralists ? I do not think it will 
be so beneficial to the pastoralists in the Western division as it will for those in the Central and Eastern 
divisions.
1851. Do you not think that the increased tenure given to the pastoralists in the Western division will 
induce them to expend more money on improvements ? I am afraid in some cases it will not. I have not 
received applications for permission to ringbark since I took charge of this office, four years ago. Improve
ment purchases constitute the principal land business done here. They are situated at Broken Hill.
1852. .Are you receiving any applications under that clause now ? Tes ; on the gold-fields. There have 
been on an average, thirty per week lately. Those at Broken Hill and the majority of them are situate at 
Broken Hill and its vicinity, and some at Silverton. I am the nearest Land Agent to Broken Hill.

, Mount Browne and Menindie are included in my district. The number of applications for improvement
purchases has been increasing lately. .
1853. Is that an indication that the population is increasing on the gold-fields? Tes, particularly in the

. Broken Hill district.
1851. What is the amount of land revenue you receive in this office ? About £3,500 annually. The 
lessees’ rent is forwarded direct to the Treasury. The revenue I have mentioned consists principally of 
payments by homestead lessees or for conditionally leased land, and the instalments and balances on 
conditional purchases.
1855. Do you hear any complaints from conditional purchasers that they are not allowed to increase their 
area to that maximum ? Tes. Several applications have been made by persons desirous of taking up 
additional selections, but no special areas have been gazetted. The total number of improvement pur
chase applications received since I took charge is 1,336. These are situated on the various gold-fields. 
About 660 vvere refused or withdrawn, or they lapsed through non-payment of purchase money.
1856. Chairman.] Do you look upon the locking of the river not as an alternative work, but as one that 
should be carried out as well as the railway ? Tes.
1857. If the river were locked, do you think it would send the water back for a distance of 40 or 50 miles 
in the creeks and ana-branches of the river? Tes.
1858. Do you think that that would increase settlement? Tes; it would induce people to take up 
homestead leases, and it would improve the value of all the land which it would command.

68 PAELIAMENTAEY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOBKS.

Mr. James M. Byrnes, sworn and examined:—
Mr. 1859. Chairman.] What is your occupation ? Butcher and dealer in stock.

J. M. Byrnes. 4300. Copeland.] How long have you been in this district ? Since 1872.
I60ctls89 -1-86-1" -^as your occupation given you a' practical knowledge of the growing capabilities of the country ? 

■’ ' Tes ; I have only been in this line of business for three years. I was formerly in the employ of the
Government in snagging rivers.
1862. Do you think that this country will carry more stock now than it used to in the early days of the 
district ? Most decidedly it will. In the early days, away from the river, it was nearly useless. The 
squatters have improved it, principally by providing water.
1863. Leaving out the question of water supply, do you think that, acre for acre, the land is more capable 
of carrying stock now than when the squatters first commenced to depasture upon it? Tes. The 
pasturage is improving. The feeding of sheep over the ground improves the grass and herbs. I think 
that has been the experience all over How South Wales. The edible bushes have decreased of late, owing 
to the rabbits ringbarking them. They have destroyed useless bushes, but mostly the edible ones.
1864. Do you consider that the country is fully stocked ? Ho, not nearly stocked. It was not stocked 
to its carrying capacity before 1888.
1865. If the railway were made, would it enable graziers to stock up to a fuller extent than at present, 
seeing that they would be able to get away their stock in case of drought ? Tes ; I feel confident of that. 
Thousands of stock would have been saved last year if there had been any getting away for them. In 
bad seasons the railway would carry off an immense number of stock, and in good seasons it would carry 
a large number of fat stock. My opinion is, that this place and Bourke will be the two principal freezing 
depots in the Colony for Queensland stock.
1866. Do you think that this district is much better for sheep than for cattle? It is a matter of opinion. 
Those who occupy the land think that sheep are best, but I mantain that there are portions of this 
country where it would pay to have both sheep and cattle, even in the same paddock, because the cattle 
would break down a sufficient quantity of scrub to keep the sheep alive, and that would save the expense

of'
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of scrub getters. You could not buy 200 head of fat cattle for thousands of pounds within a radius of 100 Mr. 
miles in this district unless they happened to be travelling. We can grow as good wool here as in most ^ ^ Bjmes. 
parts of the Colony in an average season.
1867. Supposing a freezing depot Were established here, have you formed any idea as to the quantity of 1®*®'
meat that would be sent away ? No ; we have never calculated on a railway for a certainty. It has
been promised so often that we have given up the idea of ever getting it.
1868. Could the district send away as much as it could find a market for ? Yes; all the Queensland 
cattle would come either to Bourke or to this place.
1869. Do you think that it is desirable to make an additional number of tanks on the travelling stock 
routes P Yes ; the stock could not travel last year for want of water. If there was a tank every 9 or 10 
miles it would be ample on the main stock routes.
1870. Have you had-any experience of small holdings? I have had two selections—640 acres was the
largest that I could take up. ■

use arey°u making of them ? I use the one close to Wilcannia for running my stock.
1872. If the runs were smaller, do you think that the squatters could supervise them better than the large 
ones . Some of the runs are beyond the capacity of any one man to manage. Men holding single 10-mile 
blocks would be able to make the country carry far more stock than men holding ten 10-mile blocks.
Ihe small holders would have smaller paddocks, and more water. However, until wre get railway com
munication, very few persons will take up 10,000 acre blocks. I feel confident that if we had a railway 
more homestead leases would be applied for.

3’ail'Yay were made, would the people use it to a considerable extent, instead of sending their 
goods down the river ? There is no doubt about that in my mind ; the railway would be a certainty.
18/4. Do you agree that the district is retrograding at present ? Yes. I believe that a railway woudl 
restore the former prosperity of the district, in combination with a more suitable Land Law.

y°u consider that the new Land Act is an improvement on the former one P Yes.
1876. Mr. Tonic in.~\ Are there many sheep fattened here ? Yes. They are principally sent to Melbourne 
and Adelaide. The country is held by Victorians and South Australians, and they generally send the fat 
stock to their own countries.
18/7. Mr. O SaJlivqn.~\ What amount of money has been spent by the New South Wales Government in 
snaggmg and clearing the river ? At least £40,000. Since 1872 I had charge of the whole of the 
Darling lliver. I was working for fourteen years on the Darling alone. We only w'orked when the river 
was low. When I left the river, three and a half years ago, a boat could not hit a snag between here and 
Wentw orth; but I believe the floods have since pmt in an immense quantity of timber lower down. 
Continual snagging is necessary. Unless something is done to the lower river in a few years w'e shall be 
1S<?'7cf<T ^ re^ei’ to. the river near Wentworth. It would cost £2,000 a year now to keep the river clear.
1878. In your opinion, would a line of railway to Broken Hill be more conducive to the welfare and 
prosperity of this district, than a line from here to Mount Browne ? Most decidedly. The population there 
demand supplies. I do not think they would be more likely to be supplied from Adelaide if the railway 
were made, because the railway rates in South Australia are very high. Then they have to get all their 
coal and coke from this Colony. If a line were constructed to Broken Hill, via Menindie, a line would 
not be required to Wilcannia. A great deal of inferior country would have to be passed through from 
Condobolin to Menindie, and it will never be occupied by anything, except rabbits. A line to Broken 
Hill w°u]d be a more paying line than one to Mount Browne. So far as Wilcannia itself is concerned, a 
line to Mount Browne will pay ns better.
1879. Is the rabbit pest increasing here ? Yes. I think that wire netting the waterholes will be 
successful in keeping them down. I think that the squatters, now that they have security of tenure, will keep 
donn the rabbits. I would like to say, with regard to the common around Wilcannia, that it was surveyed 
m small holdings ; but not one of them was taken up. They are available at present.
1880. Mr. Gopelancl.'] In what areas? Prom 20 to 50 acres.

Mr. Thomas Byrne, hotelkeeper, Wilcannia, sworn and examined :—
1881. Mi. Tonlcinl] What is your occupation ? I am a publican at Wilcannia, and I have been in the district Mr. T. Byrne.
about nineteen years. I. have been a hotelkeeper here for ten and ahalf years. I deal in produce, chaff, oats >---- *------
and bian, but principally chaff. I have had great difficulties sometimes in obtaining supplies and carriage. Oct., 1889. 
1< rom October last year, until about. May of the present year, the chaff which I landed here cost me £23
a ton for carriage alone from Adelaide. At present you can buy chaff landed here, at £7 10s. per ton.
When I had to pay the high price for carriage I have mentioned, the selling price of the chaff here was 
about £30 per ton. There is very little produce grown locally. The "seasons as a rule are against 
growing produce here. One or two crops have been grown in this neighborhood, but nothing to speak of
1882. Could they not be grown with irrigation ? Yes, on the river only. There is no well water good
enough to produce crops. I know two wells, within a radius of 2 miles from the town, on the common 
and they are both salt, and unfit even for stock to use. ’
1833. Suppose the river between here and Bourke were locked, do you think that would throw the water 
bacx into parts of the country where it would be available for agriculture ? It would, were the creeks 
run back ; but as a rule they do not run far back.
1884. Is there not sufficient soil on the banks of the river to grow all the produce required in the district ?
les ; there are thousands of acres which could bo easily irrigated. "
1885. Would the proposed railway make a difference in the cost of produce here? I am certain you
will never settle any one on the land until you give them some outlet. ’ J
1886. Where do you get your supplies from ? Principally from Adelaide, at present. It is the most 
regular market. When the river is up there are more boats plying to Adelaide than to Echuca and other

1887 Do you look upon regularity as of more importance than the actual cost of the supplies ? Yes • I 
would pay a little more for regularity. 1 r ’
1888. Have you to keep a larger stock at present than you would keep if you had regular communication ?
! oori Tr a , g m'er’1 lay m a1suPP1.V for twelve months. I believe that is the general practice here
1889. It a railway were constructed, would it be a great boon to the district ? Certainly.

1890.
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M. T. Byrne. 1890. Do you agree with the evidence given by Mr. Corney and Mr. Ottaway as to the amount of tonnage
---- s that passes to and from this place? Yes; I think their statements are correct. Until there is proper

16 Oct., 1889. means of communication, either by the railway or by the river, we cannot expect to have any settlement

here by means of homestead leases. . , , ,i
1891. Which would be the most beneficial to the district—to lock the river right down to Wentworth, or
to have railway communication with Sydney? From a local point of view, I think the river would be the 
best; but a great deal would depend upon the rates. .
1892. Do you think there is patriotism enough in the district to induce the people to pay a small percentage 
extra in the railway rates, rather than to use the river ? There is no doubt about it. I would sooner pay a great 
deal more, and be able to keep only a monthly supply, instead of being compelled to keep a yearly supply. 
I believe a majority of the people would sooner have water communication than railway communication.
Water carriage would be cheaper if we had it regularly.
1893. Mr. O'Sullivan.'] What is the value of the stores you have to keep on hand, as a hotelkeeper, for
fear that the river will not be navigable ? £1,000. I daresay that is the case with every hotelkeeper here. 
There is a heavy loss of interest on the money invested. _
1893. Which, in your opinion, would be the better line for New South Wales to construct one via Wil
cannia to Mount Browne, or one via Wilcannia to Broken Hill ? I should say aline to Broken Hill- I daresay 
that the people of Wilcannia would benefit more by a line to Mount Browne. From a local standpoint, I 
endorse the opinion of other Wilcannia people. _
1895. Mr. Hurlei/.] That is from a selfish point of view ? Yes. _
1896. Chairman.) Do you produce a bill of lading for certain goods from Adelaide to Broken Hill? Yes ;
the charge is £9 per ton. .
1897. Do you also produce the waybill for the same lot of goods from Broken Hill to Wilcannia ? Yes ;
the freight for that distance is £15 per ton. Therefore the freight for the whole distance came to about 
£24. That was in December, 1888. _
1898. Do you produce a waybill from Morgan to Wilcannia, for June, 1889 ? Yes; that was on the 
opening of the river. The rate of freight there charged is £6 10s. per ton, including all charges paid.
1899. Do you produce a bill of lading, dated 10th October, 1889, for goods now on the way from Adelaide 
to Wilcannia, by the river ? Yes ; the rate is about £4 per ton, all charges covered. That is the through
rate now. _ _ , . j j: ■ t.j.
1900. May the river now be said to be at its best ? No ; it is falling. From this time forward the freights
will go up. . ,
1901. There is no certainty after this as to when you may get your goods ? Yes; it may cease altogether
—in all probability it will. _
1902. Do these figures show an average of £5 to £5 10s. per ton, including all charges, from Adelaide by 
the river ? Yes.

M. J. C. Tully, Esq, Inspector of Stock, recalled, and further examined:—■
M. J. C.Tully, 1903. Chairman?] Can you give us any figures to show the amount of tonnage in wool which goes away 

Esq. from Wilcannia during any specified time ? I have made a compilation from the number of sheep which 
I stated yesterday to be in the district, which is rather under than over the number. Taking it at 3,000,000 

16 Oct., 1839. sheep, wielding 64- lb. of wool each, it gives 19,500,000 lb. of wool, or 8,708 tons per annum. If we take 
into consideration a certain quantity of lambs’ wool, sheep skins, hides, and tallow, we can safely calculate 
it at over 500 tons ; so that we have a yield of 9,208 tons per annum. Therefore I think the evidence you 
have already received as to the tonnage down the river being 10,000 tons per annum, is as nearly correct as 
need be. I made my calculations before I heard any of the evidence given before the Committee. The 
wool I have given includes the wool from the wool-wash.
1904. Mr. Tonkin^] Have you not over-estimated the weight of the fleeces, when you say that they average 
6J lb. ? I do not think so. There is no washing, and comparatively little scouring, and the fleeces in 
this district are heavier than in any other district of the Colony. I have not included any portion of the 
country which would not make use of the railway. I have probably left out a large area on each side of 
the line between here and Cobar. . I have only gone 40 miles over the river. _
1905. Mr. O' Sullivan? In your evidence you said that the distance between Wilcannia and Bourke was 
about 600 miles by the river; are you aware that the Merchants and Underwriters’ Association of 
Melbourne, in a pamphlet published by them, have given an estimate of the distances between all the 
stations on the Darling, and that they state that the distance from Wilcannia to Bourke is only 321 
miles ? I was not aware of that. During the whole time I have been in the district it has been calcu
lated that the distance by river was three times the distance by land, which is 208 miles. I therefore 
stated the distance at 600 miles, to the best of my knowledge and belief. The distance may have been
measured recently. _ . . .
1906. Chairman?] Do you wish to give any other information to the Committee? Yes; m 1886 there 
were 230,000 sheep and 20,000 cattle brought through Wilcannia to the southern markets; in 1887, 
179,000 sheep and 20,000 cattle ; in 1888, 230,000 sheep and 10,000 cattle. The reason why there were 
so few cattle last year was that the season was so bad that they could not travel. During this year I 
expect there will be 20,000 head of cattle.

S. M.
Cummins,

Esq.

16 Oct., 1889.

Sydney M. Cummins, Esq., Boad Superintendent, sworn and examined:—
1907. Mr. ?ELurley?\ What office do you fill ? Road Superintendent for the district of Wilcannia. I have
been in the service of the Government about eleven years, and have been in this district a little over 
eighteen months. My district on the south extends about 105 miles towards Hay, then half way to 
Cobar, up tho Paroo to Wanaaring, across to Milparinka and the Queensland Border, including the road 
down from Milparinka to Wilcannia and Menindie. _ .
1908. What is the character of the road to Broken Hill ? Open plains and scrub mainly. The greater 
part of the road is scrub. There is sandy soil through the scrub and firm ground in the open country. 
The Netalie Hills are composed of sandstone. Right through there is stone at various points. There 
might be one stretch of 20 miles without metal.

1909.
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+v^+a lie anil}lal amount you receive from the department for expenditure on the roads in this dis-
tnct. About £2,000 for roads. There are special water votes ; and the principal work I have here is 
constructing tanks. The principal road work in this district consists of clearing, and there is very little 
other expenditure. I have about 700 miles of road under mv supervision.
1910. What is the distance from here to Broken Hill ? I think it is 140 miles.
1911. How much would it cost to make a 24-foot road from hereto Broken Hill, with metal 6 inches
deep . It would cost £200,000 independent of maintenance, which would come to about £2,000 per 
annum. There is a great deal of hilly country at the far end.
1912. Is the route suitable for a railway as far as you can judge? I am a civil engineer, and I think 
there would be no difficulty m getting a railway through.
1913. What grades could be obtained ? One in 40 is considered not too steep. There would be no occa-
fm^a railway18 8tee-'3 a §ra^e as There would be no difficulty in getting the easiest grades required

1914. Some time ago did you make some borings for a bridge here? Yes ; I bored about 18 feet and 
came into sandstone rock—that was in the bed of the river.
1915. Did you strike any other water ? There was water about 14 or 15 feet that rose above the summer-
"7“ 0iiJ,,river’ . * 18 onty soatage water that could be found on any part of the Darling.
1916. y “at formation did you find there ? Nothing very distinct until we came to the rock. After
going through the soft mud found in the bed of the river we came to fairly stiff firm clay, and then sand
stone, gravel, and pebbles. After that a little sand and sandstone rock.
1917. Is there any water on the road between here and Broken Hill? There is none except station 
i1 rr ilTei?ders bave,already been invited for two or three tanks on the road to Broken Hill.

rlyT1Tere ,ed would not also serve as a bridge ? It might be so constructed, but I do 
not think it would be an advantage. I think a bridge would be less expensive if built separately. Money 
has been voted for a bridge. r j j

no* h0 wise 1° bedel that vote in abeyance until it is decided whether or not the railway 
should be constructed so that the one bridge might serve both for the railway and ordinary traffic ? Yes : 
it would be wise to construct a bridge for both purposes.
1920. How many bores did you put down, and at what distance apart? I put down two bores at about 
45^teet apart. I got a good foundation of sandstone rock at 18 feet.
1921. Mr. Tonhin.'] If a railway could be constructed at twice the cost that it would take to make a road 
between here and Broken Hill, do you think it would be advisable to construct a railway? It would be 
advisable to construct a railway in preference to a road.
1922. Is the road to Mount Browne under your care ? Yes ; it is rather a heavy sandy road. There are 
^ater/“g-Places at distances of 15 to 25 miles. There is a great deal of traffic on the road. There are 
about 700 miners m the vicinity of Mount Browne, Tibooburra, and the different places where they are 
wor mg.. I am speakmg of the whole district. There are a good many stations up there, as the whole

0CC^P1®d' Wo01 from the stations, and station supplies, constitute the chief traffic.
1923. _ Where do the population of Mount Browne get their supplies from ? Prom Wilcannia when the 
river is open, and a great deal from Broken Hill when the river is closed. The road to Mount Browne 
could not be improved except at enormous cost. It is a track cleared 1 chain wide for about 140 miles 
There is only a vote ot £250 a year for the whole road, or about £1 per mile.
1924. Mr. Copeland.'] Do you mean that there are 700 adult males on the Mount Browne gold-fields ? I 
should say that there were 700 men in the district employed in mining, storekeeping, and in different 
^nor' bne total population would not be more than 1,000, as there are very few women there.
1925. Has not some deep sinking been discovered recently in that neighbourhood which promises remark
ably well Yes; about 240 feet They are getting very payable alluvial gravel. They are also working 
a reef m the district and are crushing. J ?
+ If m !er T£le suPP1y.°f mining machinery were required, in which way would it have to be taken 
to the gold-field ? If possible it would be brought here by steamer, and then conveved to Mount Browne 
by road. "
iqoq' thr water m the deeP sr0und ? Yes 5 plenty of water. They have to keep the pumps working.
1928. Are there many prospecting parties in the district? Yes, scattered over the whole of the country.
A great many are getting gold, and doing very well indeed. J
1929. Is there any supply of timber in the Mount Browne district for mining purposes? None that is
any good. It a great deal of timber were required for mining purposes it would have to be obtained 
somewhere on the Murray and brought here by steamer. There would not be any timber in that country 
lit tor railway sleepers. J
1930 Chairman:] How many have you employed on the roads in your district at present? Pifteen or 
twenty men scattered about. There are about nine men on the Cobar road, and the rest are on the 
Mount Browne road. The men on the Cobar road are clearing between the 76-mile post and the 95-mile 
post.
1931. Do you see many small holders about your district, and are they doing well ? I know two small 
holders, and they are both doing very well indeed, on small blocks.
1932. What improvements have they made? Fencing, tanks, and ordinary station buildings. They have 
not done much clearing, as it is fairly open salt-bush country. That is at Nagrunnera ; it is comparatively 
free from rabbits. There is a settler about 6 miles from here named Ewan, who holds a small block, and 
wfio is doing very well by means of irrigation.
1933. What is the size of the public tanks which have been constructed ? From 15,000 to 20 000 yards
They aH kept water throughout the drought, with the exception of one on the Booligal road,’which had
silted up. I think that tanks of 15,000 or 20,000 yards are large enough. There are not enough 
tanks in my district a,t present. There is room for more on the new roads, and on the Mount Browne 

JS <fUlte close enougl1 fo.r tanks- Sometimes 20 miles is near enough.
1934. What is the average cost per cubic yard for tank sinking ? From Is. to Is. 2d.

S. M.
Cummins,

Esq.
16^0^1839.

John
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John Booth, Esq., part owner of Cultower Station, sworn and examined:
J. Booth, 1935. Chairman.'] Are you part owner of Cultower Station? Yes. The leasehold area consists oj.

Esq. 204,000 acres, and the resumed area of 199,000 acres.
' ' 1936. What are you assessed at for the leasehold ? Between £1,500 and £1,600 for the leasehold and

1G Oct., 1889. resume(t areas ;—that is a little oyer Id. per acre for the leasehold, and a little under Id. for the resumed 
area. .

, 1937. How many permanent hands do you employ on the station ? About 20 on an average. When we
start rabbiting -work again it may be more like 100.
1938. What stock have you on the run now? Very few just now; under 40,000. We lost great
numbers by the drought. The run in average seasons would carry more than that. _ _
1939. What improvements have you made on the station? Tanks, wells, dams, fencing, buildings no 
ringbarking nor rabbit-proof fencing. Nearly £30,000 has been spent on improvements within two or 
three years. That was expended during the first two or three years that we had possession until the Act 
of 1884 was passed, and we then stopped all improvements.
1910. Now that you have a better tenure, will you go on improving or expending money on the station. 
Yes, we will expend money as we find it will pay—that is on the leasehold. Of course we cannot touch 
the resumed area. _ _
194L. How many cattle on your station? A few. We do not go in for breeding cattle to any extent. 
We keep about 100 horses merely for the working of the station. _
1942. Have you been much troubled with rabbits ? Yes, we are making preparations to destroy them. 
Under the Rabbit Act we were bound to kill at a certain rate, whether we liked it or not, and to pay a 
certain rate per scalp whether it was necessary or not. Tho money was thrown away. I do not know 
which is the best method of dealing with the rabbit scourge ; we have to find that out. I have found 
poison the most successful; using poisoned grain and poison distributors.
1943. How manv paddocks have you on your holding ? Between 5 and G miles square paddocks. There 
are about 21 or "22 paddocks, or 28 or 29 including the small paddocks. The paddocks are 16,000 acres 
downward.
1944. Would it not be advantageous to subdivide the paddocks ? It would be a great advantage to put
more water on, but not to have smaller paddocks. _
1945. Have you tried growing wheat, barley, and oats? I have seen it tried for several years and they 
got nothing. Unfortunately they were the dry seasons.
1946. Have you any planted this year? Yes, and it is doing very well, but we have plenty of grass
without it. We have wheat and a little oats. _ _
1947. Did you plough the land ? No, we just threw in the seed and scarified it over, and it has come up
splendidly. _
1948. During the three bad years which were tried before, did you adopt the same system of planting ? 
No, we ploughed it one year and left it. We have only a small patch under cultivation.
1949. Do you think that the natural grass could be converted into hay, and be used for feeding sheep, in
dry seasons ? It would feed them right enough, but it would not pay to do it. You cannot mow to any 
extent in this rough country; and as the sheep are worth very little it would not pay to spend 
much money in cutting the grass. The appearance of the grass is very deceptive at present, and where 
you might think you would get 1 ton of hay to the acre you would only get half a ton.
1950. Did you lose a large number of stock during the drought ? Yes ; the average loss was about one-
half on all the stations in the district. _ _
1951. Do you think it is better to stand by and do nothing with the country and run the risk in a bad 
season of losing half your stock rather than try to preserve the herbage and feed the stock during a bad 
season? If it costs 4s. to save 3s. it would not do to try and preserve the stock by preserving the 
herbage. It is just a matter of pounds, shillings, and pence. If we had a railway and could shift the 
stock, we might be able to save them in a drought, but if there was a drought all over the Colony, even a 
railway would not save them. It is the cheapest plan to let the sheep die at a. time like that.
1952. If a railway were made through this district it would do some good even to the pastoralists ? 
Yes ; decidedly. It would enable us to bring feed to the district; it would be a fine thing, and a great 
saving.
1953. Erom your experience of the district for about eight years, would you like to leave the district if 
you had an opportunity of doing so, or would you be satisfied to go on here ? I would be very glad to 
clear out at a very great loss.
1954. Mr. Copeland.] What percentage of lambs have you ? I cannot say yet. Our sheep are lambing 
still, and wo expect a very big percentage ; I should think 90 per cent, at least.
1955. Would your run carry double the amount of stock you have at present? Yes ; it would carry any 
amount of stock just now.
1956. Do you think it is sufficiently stocked at the present time for average seasons? No.
1957. Are the rabbits much reduced since the drought ? Yes. They are reduced by two-thirds. There 
is no serious trouble from them at present, but they are increasing all over the place by hundreds of 
thousands. Kangaroos are in no way troublesome, but native dogs are.
1958. Do you think the country is better fitted for sheep than cattle ? Cattle do well on the country, but 
it pays better to keep sheep.
1959. In the event of a railway being constructed would you make use of it to send your wool down ?

. Yes, when the river was not running. We send our wool to Port Victor.
1960. Could we only expect to divert your wool to Sydney when the river was not navigable? Yes, unless
tho railway were cheaper. .
1961. If the railway were cheaper would there be any business reason for not sending it to Sydney ? 
Certainly not; we would send to the cheapest place.
1962. Have you any homestead lessees on your run? No.
1963. Have you any water except artificially conserved water on your run ? Yes, a billabong runs out 
for some distance filling a lake.
1964. Mr. O' Sullivan.] If a railway were constructed through your run to Wilcannia would it give an 
increased value to your holding ? Yes, by giving a certain means of carriage.
1965. Then may you be taken as an advocate for the railway ? Yes.
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1966. Will the improvement conditions o£ the new Land Bill be likely to induce you.to remain here J. Booth,
and work your run ? No ; nothing would induce me to remain in this country if I could get out of it. ■E8<1-
1967. Has not the new Land Bill made your run more valuable ? It ought to.
1968. Will not the new railway and the new Land Act increase the value of your holding 30 per cent ?
It remains to be seen whether that will be the case.

Mr. Edmond O’Donnell, stock and station agent, Wilcannia, sworn, and examined:—
1969. Chairman.'] What is your occupation ? Stock and station agent in Wilcannia. Eor a number of Mr. 
years I have been connected with station properties in the district. I have been a stock and station E. O’Donnell, 
agent only for a few months.r Before that I was a partner on a station on the Paroo for twelve years, and I
was also carrying on business in Wilcannia as a butcher, dealer, and selector. The station consisted of 1® Oct., 1889. 
nearly three 10-mile blocks.
1970. Was the station a success financially ? We did not lose on it altogether. I sold out last year in 
rather a bad time,but tailing it during the twelve years it was not unsuccessful. We made money, but I 
do not think we made as much as we ought to have done. We paid £18,000 for it. We had £10,000 
cash. We kept it for twelve years, and sold it for about £30,000. W hen we bought it there were 12,000 
sheep and 30 head of cattle on it. We sold out about 32,000 or 33,000 sheep, and 800 cattle, and some 
horses.
1971. What income didyou draw from the station during the time you held it? There were five of us
in it. We only drew out sufficient for our livelihood and clothes, and an occasional run to town. Some
times one of my brothers and sometimes two of them lived on the station. We were jointly interested in 
the butchering business in Wilcannia. '
1972. If you had sold the station in a prosperous season could you not have got a higher price for it ?
No. We were trying to sell it for four or five years. ■ •
1973. What do you think are the prospects of a grazier having a station in this district of the same size
as your own ? It depends very much on the seasons. We got on very well at times, but a bad season 1
would then come on and throw us back two or three years. One good season out of three bad seasons is 
about the average. We made a great deal of improvements on our run, in the shape of fencing and 
tanks. Bourke was our nearest place—120 miles away—and we were 200 miles away from here.
1974. Before the railway reached Bourke how did you get your wool to market? By road to Wilcannia 
or else to a point on the river about 50 miles above Wilcannia, and sometimes to Bourke. As soon as the 
railway reached Bourke we always availed ourselves of it. The railway enhanced the value of the wool 
by nearly £10 per ton. The last wool we sent away by river from Bourke cost us very little short of 
£20 per ton. It remained at Bourke for eight or nine months, because the river was low. Since the 
railway has been running to Bourke the carriage to Sydney, including teams and all charges, has only 
cost us £10. 5s. per ton for scoured wool—greasy would be a little less. Nearly all the other graziers in 
the district availed themselves of the railway.

Arthur W. E. Pratt, Es<j., Clerk of Petty Sessions and Mining Eegistrar, sworn, and examined:—
1975. Chairman^ What position do you hold ? Clerk of Petty Sessions, Mining Eegistrar, and Warden’s A. W. R.
Clerk for the Wilcannia portion of the Albert gold district. ' Pratt, Esq.
1976. How long have you been here? Since November, 1885. —s
1977. Do you produce a statement showing the sheep and rabbit returns from 1887 up to date? Yes, 160ot->1889* 
they are as follows1887, sheep, £550 17s. 6d.; rabbits, £1,673 2s. 2d. 1888, sheep, £657 12s.;
rabbits, £1,879 8s. 9d. 1889, sheep, £548 13s. 6d.; rabbits, £1,425 2s. lOd.
1978. What do these figures represent ? The subsidy paid under the Disease in Sheep Act and the Babbit 
Nuisance Act—those figures are correct.
1979. Can you give us any information with regard to mining in the district ? During the year 1887, the 
mining business transacted was very small, and the collections amounted to only £17 15s. Eor 1888, 
they were £112 5s. Dp to date, for 1889, I think I have received £112..
1980. Mr. Copeland.] Where is the mining carried on for which that revenue has been received ? Partly 
within 80 or 90 miles of Wilcannia, and partly extending from here right up to the Warden’s district of 
Milparinka.
1981. What does the revenue consist of ? Miners’ rights, business licenses, mineral licenses, applications 
for gold and silver leases, and deposits for survey fees. It includes the first year’s rent’for gold and 
mineral leases.
1982. Are there any payable mines within the radius of your district ? . I think not.
1983. I presume the revenue is not likely to increase in future? I cannot say that it will decrease,
because the district is now being more extensively prospected than before. ’ ' ,
1984. Mr. Hurley?[ What has been the total amount received by you from all sources for publicans’ 
licenses and all other collections ? They are as follows 1884, £5,992 15s. 5d.; 1885, £2,646 15s 9d •
1886, £3,621 19s. lOd.; 1887, £3,605 8s. 8d.; 1888, £4,132 7s. 9d. ' ’ .
1985. How many public-houses are there in the district? About thirteen in Wilcannia.

Mr.
R. Ashworth.

Mr. Eobert Ashworth, public school teacher, sworn, and examined :—
1986-7. Chairman] What is your occupation ? Public school teacher in Wilcannia. I have been here 
since the early part of August last.
1988. Mr. Tonhin.] How many children are there on the roll ? 207 for the last quarter. ,_______
1989. Is that an increase or decrease as compared with previous years ? The enrolment is about the 16 Oct., 1889.
same, but the average attendance is increasing. The population up to the present time has been rather a 
shifting one, the school records show that-many of the names that appear on the book have only 
been there three months, and the children have then left the district. During the past year the names 
on the books have been for the most part stationary. There are no other schools in Wilcannia. I do 
not think there is any other school within many miles of Wilcannia. ’

5-K Mr,
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• Mr. J. E. Holding, post and telegraph master, sworn, and further examined:—
. Mr. 1990. Ch,airman.~\ Do you wish to mate a statement with reference to certain railway surveys now being 

J.B.Holding, made in Yictoria? Xes. I desire to state that the Yictorian Government are now having a survey made 
of a line of railway from their nearest railway station—that is Donald, or some other town about 100 

16 Oct., 1889. miles from the Murray—tapping the Murray at Wentworth. The country to be passed through is 
principally mallee country, and if that railway line is made it would take possession of the Darling trade. 
The surveyors were camped opposite Wentworth a few weeks ago. _
1991-2. Have you written but a statement as to the crops that can be produced in the Darling district ? 

. Tes.
, 1993. Are the statements contained in this paper reliable and correct ? Tes. They proceed almost

• entirely from personal observation, and partly personal experience, extending over the last twenty years.
The statement is as follows :—

He Mr. Hurley’s question,—that if a crop of hay be got once in three years, valued the first year at £5, and £15 three 
years later ?—it was not clear in its object to me. I can only say, that to hold a crop for three years would be risky in many 
ways,—fire, deterioration, etc., and the possibility of a run of good seasons, a low forage market, and the chance of navigation 
being open and meeting the demand by foreign importations.

I wish to say most emphatically that no regular cultivation is possible on the Darling|on the natural rainfall, but that by 
irrigation a sure, certain, and very often surprising result is obtained, not only in forage, but in fruits, vegetables, and many 
other branches of cultivation. That vines grow to perfection on the Darling, good wine made, preserved fruits, apricots, 
peaches, figs, nectarines, currants, and raisins (made by the sun’s heat alone), jams, jellies, and preserves, etc., of an excellent 
quality produced, has been proved for years past; and, as well, that the citron tribe thrive and come to great perfection. 
The range of fruits is extensive, and allows of a large range of culture, while vines thrive everywhere along the river; and 
Were encouragement given by legislation to irrigation, there is no doubt the Darling would become very valuable country. 
But the river water must be conserved to ensure an abundant supply of water, and when once cultivation is fairly set going, 
the famine prices and dearth of forage, potatoes, onions, fruit, vegetables, etc., will be a thing of the past. While there is no 
doubt that the value of the west will be immensely increased and made permanently productive of much that is requisite for 
the maintenance of population to a considerable extent, such would be greatly aided by a railway line to the nearest market. 
The Darling country is quite equal to and affords equal facilities to the much-lauded Mildura settlement, save that the 
Darling being smaller than the Murray, steps would he imperative to conserve the great body of highly valuable water that 
flows down it in flood time, leaving it in the other extreme in the summer months, when water is most needed.

Although dodder has appeared in lucerne, and rust in corn, the soil is too porous, as a rule,, to cause any of the 
troubles arising from want of drainage. Oidium is prevalent in vines to some extent.

Any measure that will conserve water on our river will cause settlement, and contribute indirectly to the maintenance 
of a railway line worked economically. People throughout the west, especially on the rivers, are alive to the fact that water 
makes the country, and though, as Mr. Hurley justly says, people are very deficient in the knowledge essential to cultivation, 
it is pretty certain that want would soon be supplied. A school or hoard that could generally dessiminate practical 
information on the methods of irrigation and cultivation would be of great value to the west, if not to the Colony generally.

As regards underground water supplies, when borings were made for the bridge foundations here, 10 feet from the bed 
of the river, or 20 feet from the surface of the water then in it, a stream of fresh water was struck, which rose 2 feet above 
the level of the water.

These remarks may be useful to gentlemen seeking information for the ultimate good of our Colony, and I tender 
them with all respect.

BROKEN KILL, SATURDAY, 19 OCTOBER, 1889.
[The Sectional Committee met in ihe Council Chamber, Broken Hilli]

$}rmrtt:—
The Honoeable WILLIAM JOSEPH TEICKETT (Chaieman).

The Hon. Andbevv Gaeban. I James Ebenkzeb Tonkin, Esq.
Henet Copeland, Esq. | Edwaed William O’Sullivan, Esq.

John IIuhley, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Nyngan to Cobar.

Zebina Lane, Esq., mining manager, sworn, and examined:—
Z. Lane, Esq. Chairman.'] Tou are the manager of block 14 company, and you also occupy the position of Mayor

. of.Broken Hill? Tes.
19 Oct., 1889.1995. How long have you been incorporated here ? Since November of last year.

. 1996. What is the population of Broken Hill at the present time? About 15,000, but there has been no
proper census taken, so far.
1997. Has it been a very rapidly progressive population ? Tes.
1998. Can you tell us the extent to which the population has grown during the last two or three years ? 
The only record we have is that about four years ago there were within the municipality from 150 to 
200 people, and it has steadily increased since that time. The town and the population as it now stands 
is just a matter of about four years’ growth.
1999. What is the Municipal revenue ? I do not know the exact amount, but in round numbers and 
with the Government subsidy, it will be about £9,000, or £4,500 without the subsidy.
2000. Being a new municipality, you receive £ for £ ? Tes.
2001. Do you look upon the mining industry here as being thoroughly established, and likely to be of a 
permanent character? Tes, the mining part of it is only in its infancy. The deepest works we have on 
the main lode are only 300 feet.
2002. Have you any data or information which would enable us .to judge as to what revenue could be 
derived from this locality if a railway were constructed through New South Wales territory ? I have 
thought it would be better for you to examine all the mine managers. They are all willing to give

. evidence
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evidence as to the tonnage inwards and outwards for the different mines. I can give vou my tonnage for z Ymm* 
the last three months, ending the 30th September :— ■ *

Despatched by Rail from Block 14 for three months, ending 30th September, 1889. 19X)ct„ 1889.

Bullion despatched ....................................................................................................................... 1(940 13 3
Ore despatched .............................................................................................................................. 1 IQg 4 9
Bags returned .................................................................................................................................. 5 21 2 0

Total despatched..........................3,069 19 3
Received by Rail.
.................................................. ^............................ 2,176 4 0
............................................................................... 589 10 ST
................................................................   238 13 3
..................................................................................... 50 12 2
.................................................................................... 91 15 0

Total received..............................3,146 16 0

6,216 15 3

Coke .....
Flux .....
Timber.....
Machinery 
Sundries ..

2003. Was that an excessive or an average amount? That is just the work for three months, with only 
two smelters working. Now, with another smelter at work, the return for the next twelve months will be 
a third more.
2004. Where did that all go to and come from ? Some of it was despatched to Adelaide, and some to 
Port Pirie. Of course the coke, timber, machinery, and sundries are from Adelaide and Port Pirie. Most 
of our material comes from Port Pirie; it is, in fact, our port. In addition to that, we use about 150 
tons of firewood per week.
2005. And that is collected I suppose in the locality ? Tes ; in the district, but it is now fast dying out.
2006. The timber is fast being exhausted ? Tes ; we should have to fall back on coal. If we could get 
coal at about 30s. to 35s. per ton, we would use it exclusively in preference to wood.
2007. What does it cost you for firewood per ton ? Thirteen shillings per ton dead weight. We use about 
150 tons a week. As the stock decreases, the cost will naturally increase. The consumption will also 
increase as the mines become opened up, and we increase our reducing plant. The timber is our greatest 
item. During six months we have used 348,254 feet of sawn timber.
2008. That was for the purpose of supports and planking ? Tes. Our future requirements for the next 
twelve months will be about 100,000 feet super, per month. The timber we use is mostly 10 inch x 
10 inch, 10 inch x 4 inch, and 10 inch x 2 inch.
2009. Have you any evidence showing what you have paid in the way of freight ? No ; most of our stuff 
is paid for at Port Pirie, where it is despatched from. With regard to coke, I estimate that during the 
ensuing twelve months we should require 200 tons per week. Most of the coke that we are getting now 
is English coke.
2010. Of course all this is being conveyed by your local railway ? Tes. One drawback to coal is that it
costs us about 54s. per ton. ’
2011. What does your coke cost you ? About 5 guineas per ton. The railway freights are about £1 18s. 
9d. per ton. The coke is a very expensive item, and the coal is much more so, on account of the heavy 
carriage. Our coal is brought round from Newcastle to Port Pirie, and then there is £1 18s. 9d. per ton 
on it again to bring it here.
2012. Then, for the coke used at this mine, there is no nearer source of supply than Newcastle ? We 
don’t use any Newcastle coke.
2013. Where does the coke come from ? It is nearly all English. We have tried some of the Newcastle 
coke, and it did not give satisfactory results. In fact we couldn’t use it; it was so high in the percentage 
of ash.
2014. If you had the means of bringing coal here, would it be largely availed of ? It would be used
exclusively if we could get it cheaper. ■
2015. It would be used exclusively if you could get it ? Tes ; if we could get it at 30s. or 35s. a ton, I 
would use 100 tons per week myself. Then the other companies would use in proportion.
2016. Do you call this line from Broken Hill a railway or tramway ? We call it a tramway, but it is a
narrow-gauge railway. It is a lightly built line, and is ballasted with gravel. ’
2017. Dr. Gmran.] Do you collect some of the lime in the neighbourhood for the purpose effluxes?
Tes, all of it. . '
2018. How far distant do you go afield’for it ? In some cases as far as 9 or 10 miles.
2019. Is the stock easily exhaustible ? Being a deposit, it does not go down to any great depth. It will 
be worked out in time.
2020. Then you will have to go further afield ? Tes.
2021. Do you know the routes between here and Wilcannia ? Tes.
2022. Is there lime on that track ? Tes.
2023. And if good deposits could be found there, there would be plenty of business in bringing lime in ? 
Tes; some of our best deposits would come in on that line about 12 miles beyond Mount Gipps.
2024. Do you know the line between here and Menindie ? I have never been beyond 20 miles out.
2025. Is there any lime upon that line ? Tes, a little. ‘
2026. But not so much as on the other? No.
2027. Do you bring in iron for the purpose of flux? Tes.
2028. What is the maximum distance from which you bring it ? We are carfying some of it 12 or 13 mile?
on the course of the proposed line. '
2029. The line to Wilcannia ? Tes.
2030. Is that a large deposit ? Tes, it is a very large one.
2031. Is there any iron on the line to Menindie ? Tes.
2032. Either route would serve you for the purpose oflime or iron ? Tes.
2033. There is no material quantity of firewood on either line ? No.
2034. Tou must depend upon lime and iron being brought if you are to do your smelting here ? Tes.
2035. And you are rapidly exhausting all that is within easy reach? Tes ; as our inducing works increase
the consumption is greater. 2036.
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Z. I/ane, Esq. 2036. And all your squared timber at present is brought from abroad? Yes ; principally from Tasmania
— ’ and New Zealand. . ' . . .

2037. If you could get timber from the western slopes of the Blue Mountains here at an equal price, it 
would suit your purposes as well ? It would be better. It is a better class of timber. ^ r , i r
2038. If we could get you ironbark, box, or red gum, it would be better? Yes; that is preferable for 
our work if we could get it for a price. The present drawback is the distance we have to bring it by rail. 
We could bring pine cheaper, because the railway carriage is less upon pine.
2039. What is the distance from here to Port Adelaide ? About 300 miles.

And from here to Port Pirie ? I can’t say.
The timber comes from Port Pirie I presume ? Yes.
Is that 150 miles ? Yes ; it is more than that—about 250 miles.

____At any rate, your timber has to come a long distance at present ? Yes.
2044. And even then it has to be brought by water first, so that you have to pay both water and land
carriage ? Yes; and the duty is Is. 6d. per 100 ft. super. _ _ n „
2045. Then there is quite a possibility that you may be supplied from the western slopes of 
Mountains as effectively as you are now? Yes ; the timber would be more suitable for mining 
than the kind we are using, and it would be cheaper.
2046. It would be more durable ? Yes. _ .
2047. Is there any object in having very durable timber in the mines ? Certainly, it the

2040.
2041.
2042.
2043.

the Blue 
purposes

mines
aits uu xaot. mi •
2048. How long would you expect the timber to stand good? Tenor twelve years. Ihe pine we are 
putting in will not stand more than four or five years.
2049. Will you have to replace that pine ? Yes, or fill it up.
2050. It is very dry underground is it not ? Yes. .
2051. Will that timber rot and dry ? Yes; the heat and a certain amount of dampness m the atmos
phere creates a sort of dry mouldy rot in the pine.
2052. In the Oregon pine? No, in the New Zealand more than in the other.
2053. Then you have had experience that the New Zealand pine is not a very durable one ? Yes.
2054. And if you could get N. S. Wales wood at any slight increase of price it would be cheaper ? Yes.
2055. All the fodder for horses used here has to be brought, I presume ? Yes. .
2056. Where does it come from ? South Australia.
2057. But what is the nearest point? From about the Burra.
2058. That is nearly 100 miles, is it not? It is more than that—230 or 240 miles.
2059. Is there any reasonable probability of fodder being grown nearer than that on the present line ? 
Not much nearer. You might get a little from around Tarowie, but the seasons are so uncertain.
2060. Can you give an estimate of the quantity of fodder in the shape of hay, bran, and chaff, at present 
brought up for horse feed ? No.
2061. Are the cattle fed on Indian corn here? No.
2062. On oats ? Yes ; on oats, chaff, and bran. •
2063. They are all imported ? Yes.
2064. And they all make a journey of not less than 150 miles ? Yes. ■ ^
2065. So that for everything you use in the mines you have to pay carriage more or less? Yes.
2066. The district must always be a large importing one ? Yes.
2067. You say that you are’using coke, costing five guineas a ton;—how many tons of coal would be 
necessary to equal one ton of coke for your purposes? Coke varies a great deal. We should not use 
more than about 1 ton in 5 in coking, although the different coal varies very much. There is no data to go
upon at all. t
2U68. You have not tested the different styles of coal ? No. _
2069. What coal have you used in smelting? We don’t use coal in smelting, but we use Stockton coal 
on the boiler furnaces.
2070. You have not attempted to smelt with coal ? No.
2071. Could not you smelt with coal ? No ; it must be coke. _
2072. You have tried the Newcastle coke and it failed ;—have you tried the Bull! or Illawarra fields ? No.
2073. Have you tried the Lithgow material ? No. _ . _
2074. You have no knowledge whether the coal on the western side of tho Blue Mountains would answer 
your purpose? No.
2075. Then, at the present time, it is cheaper to import the coke from England ? Yes.
2076. Am I to understand that the cost of coke landed here is 5 guineas ? Yes.
2077. Seeing that the carriage is so heavy, have you estimated whether it is better to take the ore to the
coast, or to bring the coke up to the ore ? Yes ; we have studied that out, and the only difficulty is the 
dual management, which has been tried, and has been found not to work. In handling the furnaces we have 
a variety of ore to deal with. If we can mix it we can always regulate the furnaces, but if the furnaces 
are 100 miles distant we cannot do it. _
2078. But could not you send a proportionate quantity of all the different kinds of ore you want for the
blend to Port Pirie ? Yes ; that is being done by the British Company now. They do not seem to smelt 
any cheaper than I do, or very little cheaper. Their labour perhaps is a little less in cost. _
2079. So far as present experience has gone, it is as cheap 1o smelt at Port Pirie as here ? Yes ; there is
not much to be said on either side. We get better results by smelting on the mine. We have one single 
management, and have all the varieties of ore and other material at hand. ^
2080. Then there is no distinct advantage in having the smelting done on the coast? No.. ■_
2081. And it may prove to be the ultimate experience that this is the cheapest place to do it ? Yes ; if we 

• get facilities for bringing in our fluxes, and we get coal cheaper than it is now, and get firewood and our
timber at a reasonable price—that is, at less than we now pay for it—we should be able to smelt here as 
cheaply, if not cheaper, than elsewhere.
2082. If we could deliver coal here you would be independent of firewood? Yes. ^
2083. Supposing a railway were made by way of AYilcannia or Menindie, and you could get New South Wales 
coal from Bulli, Wollongong, or Lithgow here, would it be practicable to send trains of coal from the 
coal-mines there to Broken Hill, and give a return cargo of ore, and have smelters at each end, and to do

’ . .. . that
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that profitably ? The question of smelting of course would be to have a place where flux is handy and Z. Lane, Esq,
fuel and water. If there were smelters at the other end we could always return cargo, and on the other '"7 * "7'
hand if the carriage on bullion was less, or the same as is now being sent via Port Pirie to Sydney, we c •> •
could send all the trucks back loaded with bullion. _ •
2081. But you would not have the same bulk of bullion to send back as you would have coal coming here ?
Tes, we would have more tonnage of bullion than we would of coal coming in.
2085. It would be more compact ? Tes. •
2086. Then you could send a full load of bullion back in return for a full load of coal ? Tes.
2087. If there were no difficulty in regard to water at the New South Wales end of the line, and no
difficulty about firewood or coal, you would still have the same difficulty of dual management to deal 
with ? Tes. .
2088. But there would be some advantage in being in connection with the coal mine ? Tes ; the coke is
the greatest item in smelting. If coke, limestone, and ironstone could be procured cheaply, it would be '
an advantage. _
2089. The point is whether the western coal of New South Wales would make a coke to suit your
purposes ; if it would, there would be a good return for it ? Tes. •
2090. If it would not, the coal would be of no use to you except for the furnace ? No.
2091. It would be of no use for smelting ? No.
2092. Then upon that part of the problem rests the question, whether the western coal makes a good
coke ? Tes. .
2093. Is the country between here and Port Pirie nearly all level ? Tes ; there are no heavy grades.
2094. What is the maximum load which could be hauled from here to Port Pirie ? I could not 
tell you.
2095. How much coke per annum does each smelter consume ? Each smelter would consume about 80
tons per week. -
2096. Then every fresh smelter put up here would consume that amount? Tes.
2097. So that there would be a traffic for the railway of 80 tons for every fresh smelter put up ? Tes.
2098. Looking to the future, what number of smelting furnaces do you think will be established five years 
from now ? The number should be more than double what it is now.
2099. How many are there now ? Twelve.
2100. And you think there should be twenty-four at least in five years time ? Tes. .
2101. 'And you think that would meet the probable demand? Tes, of course ; some of the companies are
smelting out of the Colony in South Australia. _ _
2102. How many mines do you think are now established, and are certain to go on working in the 
district ? There are fifteen on the main line itself.
2103. Proved mines certain to go on working ? Tes.
2104. Are there any others off the main line which are proved mines ? Tes, at least five others.
2105. That would be twenty certain mines altogether ? Tes.
2106. Do yom think they will last for twenty years ? I could not say for twenty years. We can see five 
years ahead of us on the main line now.
2107. Tou would not like to guarantee beyond that period ? No ; what we have below us is not proved 
yet, although they consider they proved it yesterday and to-day with the bore.
2108. Have you had any opportunity of seeing whether the soil and climate are likely to promote the 
growth of fodder in the immediate neighbourhood? No; not unless the ground could be irrigated and 
the rainfall greatly changed. This has been an exceptional season. The soil itself is good enough.
2109. But taking the ordinary run of seasons, you don’t think the district will ever provide its own 
fodder ? No.
2110. Mr. Copeland.'] How much land is there in your mine ? 40 acres. '
2111. How many shafts have you at work ? Three.
2112. Are they all working? No ; I am only hauling out of one. Of course we use the others. We do 
not take stuff through them, but we put timber down them and use them for air.
2113. How deep have you proved the lode ? 300 ft. from the surface. 1
2114. Do you consider you have proved it all the length of the 40 acres ? Tes.
2115. That is a quarter of a mile ? Tes. .
2116. Have you entered into any calculation as to what length of time it would take you to work the ore
you know of down to that depth ? What we have in sight would take about 10 years. .
2117. Speaking roughly, how many men would that give employment to ? I have 390 men on the sheet 
to-day, and I am about 100 short. We cannot get competent miners at all.
2118. In addition to that you employ a good many people indirectly ? Tes.
2119. How many do you think ? At least 120 more will be supplying us with flux and firewood.
2120. How many furnaces have you at work ? Two, and a third one is in course of erection and will be 
finished in a few weeks.
2121. And will they do all the smelting you require ? ' At the present they will. ‘
2122. Can you say whether the ore is improving as you acquire depth ? It is.
2123. Therefore you are justified in looking forward to a long future? Tes.
2124. I presume there is no indication of the lode giving out at the lowest level ? No ; it is getting larger.
2125. What width is the lode at the lowest level. ? The average of the lode on the 300-foot level is about
33 feet in width, and the average on the 200-foot level is only 12 feet. •
2126. What is the greatest length you have opened out and driven ,on the course of the lode at any level ?
1,320 feet. ,
2127. At which level ? The 200-foot level.
2128. Is your ground a leasehold block ? Tes. -
2129. Eor which the Government are paid 5s. per acre per annum ? Tes. . '
2130. Have you been here many years ? About three and a half years.
2131. Can you say what length this formation extends along the line of the lode? The main lode itself
has been proved for about 10 miles. '
2132. That is proved at intervals ? No ; continuously ; the blocks are all adjoining.
2133. Then, for 10 miles continuously, it has been proved to contain payable ore? No, not payable ore.
2134. Then, they have merely traced the lode ? Tes, • * . > '

2135,'
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lane, Esq. 2135. How far in a direction north of the Proprietary blocks have they proved payable ore ? About five 
blocks. That is 100 chains, or IJ- miles.

IS Oet.j lSSO. 2136. And how far in a southerly direction P About three blocks south ; that is 60 chains.
2137. That would be 2 miles altogether, and then there would be the length of the Proprietary claims as 
well ? Yes.
2138. What length is their claim? 60 chains, or f of a mile.
2139. Therefore for 2f miles the lode has been proved, continuously, to be payable ? Yes.
2140. Mr. Hurley.'] You say wood costs 13s. per ton. What is a ton of wood equal to as against coal, or 
coal as against wood ? We reckon 1 ton of coal is as good as 4 tons of this wood.
2141. What would wood give in measurement ? It is all by dead weight. ■
2142. And it is very heavy wood ? Yes. I never stacked any to measure it.
2143. Would it not pay you to pay a higher price to obtain coal permanently, instead of relying upon 
wood ? I do not consume a great amount of wood, but the Proprietary people, who use much more, can
not get enough wood to supply them, and they are now burning coal almost exclusively,
2144. Therefore you could safely say you could pay 54s. a ton for your coal if you could obtain it ? Well, 
we are compelled to pay it now, but we use wood in preference rather than alter the furnaces, but if we 
could get coal at 45s. a ton we would use it altogether. .
2145. In what direction does the limestone lie from here? You can get it from almost every part of the 
country. The greater part of it is between here and Silverton. They are working that at present, because 
it is alongside the tramway.*
2146. Mr. Tonkin^] What do you pay for the carriage of bullion from here to Port Adelaide ? £2 9s.
2147. What do you pay for the timber per ton ? A ton is about 420 feet, and it costs us about 25s. per 
100 feet superficial.
2148. That would be about £5 a ton ? Yes.
2149. What do you pay for the timber in the first instance ? We pay 9s. 8d. for 100 feet delivered at 
Port Pirie in the ship’s slings. It costs us 10s. wharfage, which has to be added, and 10s. in the trucks. 
Then the freight added makes it £5 a ton. That is 25s. 100 feet superficial.
2150. Would you give any more if it were hardwood timber,—ironbark, for instance ? We would not 
give any more for it. We would prefer hardwood, however, at the same price. We take the cheapest 
timber we can get, and do the best we can with it.
2151. Presuming this railway were constructed, and the Government chose to deliver you coal at £2 5s. 
a ton, would you, as a sort of compensation, give all your back-loading, in the shape of bullion, to that 
railway line ? When the bullion reaches Port Adelaide we are done with it; and although it is then taken 
by the Orient Company to Sydney, they take it at their own cost. We must take it to the nearest and 
cheapest port. It costs us £2 9s. now.
2152. What I want to know is this,—If this railway were constructed, and you were reaping a benefit

. from it by the charges you paid upon coal—say for instance you got the coal for £2 5s. instead of £2
14s., which you now pay—would you, under those circumstances, give all your back-loading, if it were 
taken at the same price, to that railway, instead of sending it to Adelaide ? Yes, certainly, wherever we 
could save—if it were even a fractional part of a penny per ton—we would do so.
2153. But supposing you saved nothing in the return loading, would you then give the railway the benefit 
of the back-loading if it brought you coal at a lesser price than what you are paying now ? Certainly, it 
would be to our interests to do so.
2154. We want to show, if possible, that this railway line, if constructed, will pay for its construction, 
and if there is a certain amount of return loading it will assist in paying the working expenses of the 
line. I suppose you have never used any of the Esk Bank coal, or the Lithgow coal ? No.
2155. What do you use the coal for principally ? Only for steaming purposes.
2156. How much do you use weekly ? About 100 tons.
2157. Would that be about the average of the other mines which are working ? No ; the Proprietary 
Company would use 5, 6, or 7 times that amount.
2158. But there are other mines which would use much less ? Yes.
2159. How many mines are there working which would require 'anything like this amount of coal ? 
There are two or [three others ; but there are smaller mines which would take about 50 or 60 tons per 
week.
2160. You say the coke costs £5 per ton delivered here. Do you think that if the coke could be delivered 
at £3 or £3 10s. per ton it would be used instead of the £5 per ton coke ? Certainly; the quality of the 
coke depends upon the percentage of ash per ton which it contains, and that is a matter which has never 
been looked to before, where they have been manufacturing coke in New South Wales. The colonial coke 
averages about 14 per cent, of ash, whereas the English coke runs to between 6 and 7 per cent. If you 
get a coke giving 14 per cent., as against a coke giving 7 per cent., you would want that coke 21s. per ton 
cheaper; or if it went 12 per cent, you would want it 15s. a ton cheaper.
2161. Do you know whether there are any other mines in this district which are likely to be benefited by 
the construction of a railway ? Yes, all the mines.
2162. I mean independently of the silver mines,—are there any other mines here which would benefit 
much by the construction of this line ? There are no other mines but silver lead mines in the district.
2163. Are there no copper’mines here ? No, not in the immediate vicinity. There is a little copper here and 
there, but not a large deposit.
2164. No tin-mines ? Yes, there are tin-mines, but not in the immediate neighbourhood. They are about 
forty or fifty miles in a northerly direction.
2165. Mr. ffSullivan.] Your 3J years’ experience of the district has enabled you to become pretty well 
acquainted with its mineral resources ? Yes.
2166. Do you consider there are any mines outside Broken Hill with anything like promise of permanency
about them ? Yes. .
2167. What mines within a fair radius of the town are likely to be permanent ? There are the mines in 
the Day Dream district. The Day Dream Mine itself is one. That is about 18 miles west from here.
2168. Are there any mines around Silverton ? Yes, several.
2169. Are there any to the south or eastward? Yes, there are some on the southern end. The Pinnacle
Mine itself is about 10 miles in a south-westerly direction. That is the Pinnacle group, of half a dozen or 
more mines, which are going slowly on, 2170.
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2170. Then a railway coming from Sydney, via Nyngan and Wilcannia, and stopping here, would be Z. Lane* Sleg4
likely to serve them and receive the trade from those mines ? Yes, it would.
2171. You mentioned just now that Newcastle coke was not suitable for working in the silver-mines are ̂  Oct.* lSd9.
you aware that it is used in some of the silver-mines in New South Wales ? Yes ; it is used where it can
be used, with the difference in the percentage of ash. If the coke can be landed on the furnace floor so 
much per cent, cheaper for each percentage of ash above 7 per cent., then it can be used as cheaply as 
English coke.
2172. If you could get English coke at anything like the same price as Newcastle, would you prefer the 
English P Yes.
2173. Therefore we need not look for any large trade in coke by that railway ? No. There is one thing 
in connection with coke in this country which I don’t think they have ever studied, and that is in regard 
to properly washing it. They have'never washed it properly. They could take all the impurities out of 
it by proper grinding and washing.
2174. Erom your position as Mayor can you tell us something about the trade of the townWhere does 
the live stock come from which you use here ? Principally from Queensland. It is driven overland.
The sheep come from the stations.
2175. Is it possible that the stations between here and Cobar could command that live stock trade ?
Yes.
2176. Having rapid access to it, perhaps they could better supply the market than those a distance away ?
Certainly. .
2177. Would the same remark apply to the fodder trade ? Yes ; I think so.
2178. Most of the people resident in this town are South Australians, are they not? Yes, the majority 
of them.
2179. Judging from appearances, this seems to be a go-ahead centre of populatibfl ? Yes.
2180. Do you consider it is likely to become very much larger in size ? It is certain to increase for the 
next two or three years. It is impossible for it to go back. In fact, as we noW stand we are 300 or 400' 
miners short on the field. Every mine that is working—my own, the Proprietary, and the British, and all 
the other mines which are trying to handle ore—are short all the time. I would take 100 miners on 
Monday morning and put them on to work, but I cannot get them.
2181. What rate of wages prevails here ? Ten shillings a day of eight hours for miners, and 8s. 4d. for 
surface labourers.
2182. Where have you received most miners from? Erom South Australia, and from Sandhurst arid 
Ballarat, in Yictoria.
2183. Do many of the old copper-miners come ? Yes.
2184. I presume a railway to Sydney would command the labour markets and mining centres when you'
required men? Yes; the majority of the men brought here lately have been engaged in Ballarat or 
Sandhurst, and we have to advance the railway fare to bring them here. .
2185. Are the contracts you make in South Australia and Yictoria binding here? We have to trust to 
the men.
2186. How many working miners do you think there are in this district—(say) on the' mines of Broken 
Hill? Between 5,000 and 6,000.
2187. And you think there would be room for 2,000 more ? There is room for another 1,000;
2188. Then, with the extension of mining, which you say will rapidly take place, there' must be a greater 
demand for mining labour here? Yes; what is really keeping the place back at the present time is the 
labour.
2189. What is the value of your saleable property here? The assessed capital value is £656,636, and the
annual value is £94,022. '

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—BAIDWAY FROM NYNGAN TO COBAE. 5H9

Mr. Charles Chappie sworn, and examined :—
• 2190. Mr. Cop eland.What business are you connected with ? I am a carrier and forwarding agent.

2191. Have you been long in the district ? Yes ; I came here in 1878 before the mines started. '
2192. In which direction do you transact most of your forwarding business ? South Australia. . ' ,
2193. Can you say how many tons of goods have passed through your hands through any given period-^ 19 Oct.,'1888. 
(say) during last year ? I can give it to you for July, August; and September last. The imports of general
goods, comprising groceries, drapery, ironmongery, and machinery, &e., amounted to'l,265 toris, 18 cwt:
1 qr., timber, 782 tons 10 cwt. That is here at Broken Hill. At Silverton and Cockbufn the 
imports have been—general merchandise, 266 tons. , a
2194. Those alluded to at Cockburn have stayed there, I presume, and then come on to Brokeri Hill ?
It comes over the Border into New South Wales. ; .
2195. But you are given two lists,—the first as coming to Broken Hill, and the other as comirig only f<)
Cockburn ? Yes. h 1
2196. Have you any quantity of goods sent away from here ? Yes ; the ore which passed thrbugh'.iriy 
hands during the same period amounted to 2,157 tons 3 cwt. 1 qr; general goods, 17 tons' 14 c.wt.;’ 
wool, 5 tons only ; and from Silverton 316 tons of wool, and 756 tons of ore. On account of the season 
being such a good one, and the river being up, a great deal of wool which generally comes this way haS
gone down the river this year. , '
2197. All the goods you have alluded to have been sent to or obtained from Adelaide ? Yes,rriibst of 
them. A little comes round from Sydney and Port Pirie; but the most of it is frbrn South’ Australia. ,
2198. And nothing has been sent down the river except wool ? No. , .
2199. Can you say how many other forwarding agents there are ? There are three others firms besides' 
mine. Some of the mines forward their own goods direct, and they do not pass through bur hands'
flit flll.

^l° ^ie °tker three firms do an equal amount of business with yours, or more ? I think I do more; 
although a great deal more wool has gone through the other firms than mine. _
2201. I suppose the whole of these goods have been sent away, and others brought by tramway to' the’
Border, and then by South Australian trains? Yes. _ , . „ k-
2202. As a person well acquainted with the district, do you think that if this railway wSs’ cbnltru’cted to
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oolnifict Broken Hill with Sydney, many of these goods would be obtained from Sydney ? I think so. I 
think if coal could be brought here at a reasonable price there would be a large traffic in coal alone. 
Then, no doubt, bullion would be sent away. ,
2203. I suppose you could not form any estimate of the tonnage which would be likely to be obtained 
from Sydney, or sent to Sydney ? No ; I could not.
2204. What freight do you pay for fodder from Adelaide ? About £3 3s. a ton.
2205. That is for hay, oats, chaff, &c. ? Yes. __ _ _
2206. Do you think there would be any likelihood of business springing up in the direction of obtaining 
fodder from the eastward, instead of from South Australia, if this line were opened ? I think so. _
2207. Has there been any attempt at cultivating the ground here ? Only on a very limited scale; the rain
fall is not good enough.
2208. I suppose you do not know what is the actual rainfall for an average number of years ? About
8 inches. ,
2209. And you think that is not sufficient to enable crops to be cultivated ? If we got it at the right 
time, I daresay we could grow crops with 8 inches of rain ; but probably we would get 4 or 5 inches 
at one fall, and then we are a long time without any.
2210-11. Can you say, with reference to the existing tram-line, whether any straighter or shorter line could 
be constructed between Broken Hill and Cockburn ? Yes, via the Pinnacles ; it is some 6 or 7 miles 
shorter.
2212. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] How long have you resided in this district ? Eleven years, within 30 or 40 miles
of Broken Hill. I have been at Silverton or here ever since the field started. • _
2213. Can you say how many seasons are likely to be good in this neighbourhood (say) out of four? It is 
lucky if we get one out of four. I think I may say we get one really good season in seven, and perhaps 
two other seasons in seven are fairly good.
2214. I suppose during these dry seasons prices run very high in Broken Hill ? Yes ; they have been 
very high for a great many things—water especially.
2215. Can you give an idea of the cost of fodder, and also of some of the necessaries of life for man
kind ? Well, I paid £8 10s. a ton for fodder this last summer. I have paid £20 a ton, but that was a 
long time ago—before we had a railway, and when there wras a difficulty in getting things.
2216. And during the dry seasons the prices of household commodities ranged very high ? No, not much, 
perhaps a trifle higher, but not a great deal.
2217. A line running from here to the sea-board, and through highly favoured cultivated districts, would 
be the means of supplying you with fodder in dry seasons, and giving you command of a good market 
for the purchase of stores? Yes.
2218. And by that means it would be a great boon to the people of this district ? Yes.
2219. You said to Mr. Copeland that you formerly took a large amount of wool down to South Australia, 
but that this year it went by the river;—how far out were you in the habit of getting that wool ? From 
here to the Queensland Border, all around Mount Browne district, and close to Wilcannia.
2220. Within what radius ? About 100 miles.
2221. And all that produce, when the river was low, went down to Adelaide ? A great deal of it went 
down, and a great deal of it was stored and kept.
2222. But all the produce you and others were in the habit of sending went by river ? Yes.
2223. Do you think a railway to this place would intercept that traffic ? I think so.
2224. Is there much traffic now towards Mount Browne ? Yes, a good deal.
2225. Do you know anything of the country in that direction ? No ; I have not been to Mount Browne, 
I know the country between this and Wilcannia, and around the district generally.
2226. How far do you think this mineral country extends (say), from Silverton northwards? I think there 
are minerals more or less all the way to Mount Browne.
2227. Then you say the whole of the Barrier Bangos are mineral ? I think so.
2228. Dr. Garran]] Since this railway has been completed to Broken Hill, have you drawn the wool from 
a longer distance than you did before towards South Australia ? Yes.
2229. It has been open whilst the river has been unnavigable ? Yes.
2230. How near to the river have you gone to draw wool ? Bight to the banks.
2231. And have you sent return stores ? Yes.
2232. Have you ever sent stores to Wilcannia from here? Yes.
2233. Or to Menindie ? Yes.
2234. And the stations on the Darling Biver have been supplied from this railway ? Yes.
2235. And you have brought back wool ? Yes.
2236. And when the river is in flood, how far short do you stop ? We go out then about 40 or 50 miles,
2237. What distance does that leave between there and the river? From here to Menindie, as the crow 
flies, is about 75 miles. All the wool in that direction goes down the river ; but towards Wilcannia we go- 
within 80 or 90 miles of the river.
2238. What is the distance between here and Wilcannia ? 130 miles.
2239. You go about half way ? Yes. .
2240. Even when the river is in flood ? Yes.
2241. Then the navigableness of the river does not reach more than about 20 miles from its banks if there1 
is a railway on the other side to draw the wool ? It depends on circumstances. Some of the wool comes- 
down here which could go down the river, only it suits them better now to ship it from Port Pirie or Port 
Adelaide round to Sydney.
2242. Is the carriage inward to Broken Hill equal to the carriage outward ? I think it is.
2243. Does the New South Wales railway to Bourke compete with the Mount Browne traffic you speak 
of? No.
2244. None of it goes to Bourke at present ? No ; I think not.
2245. How near to Bourke, on a north-westerly track, does the effect of this railway to Broken Hill tell ? 
I can hardly tell you.
2246. Have you drawn any wool down from 80 miles west of Bourke ? No ; not so close as that. I 
daresay about 100 miles.
2247. If there was a railway from Sydney to Wilcannia, with a terminus at Wilcannia, it would compete .
with this railway which has its terminus at Broken Hill ? Yes. 2248,
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2248. And the stations midway would bo balanced as to whether to send the wool to 
Sydney ? Yes.
2249. You take a belt of country 50 miles in breadth, inside our border, and drain it 
tion (pointing to the map) ? Yes ; but in a northerly direction we go further out.
2250. The more northerly you go the more easterly you go ? The more easterly we 
to the river; but northerly we go out200 miles.
2251. As you go northward does the effect of your railway go to the eastward also ?
2252. Then you go east by north as you go up ? Yes.
2253. Then to some extent you follow the trend of the Darling Eiver ? Yes.
2254. If you draw a line on the map, showing the traffic area, it will follow the line of the Darling Eiver ? 
Yes.
2255. A line drawn parallel with the Darling Eiver, about 100 miles back, would be about the limit of 
your operations ? Yes.
2256. Mr. TonkinIn the estimate you gave us of the goods traffic sent by you from here, did you
include any bullion ? None whatever. ■
2257. Then that is > a much larger item in tonnage than the amount of goods vou sent through ? Yes \ 
very much larger indeed. I pass the entries for it, but as I understand you are going to take evidence 
from the mine managers, I have not included it in my return.
2258. Then nothing you have mentioned as goods going through your hands has to do with what they 
receive at or send from the mines in the shape of bullion, coke, coal, or wood ? No.
22bQ. Mr. HurleyHave you any knowledge of agriculture ? Very little.
2260. Can you say what the character of the soil is within 50 miles of this place ? I think it is 
excellent.
2261. Do you think irrigation would bring about a settlement of population wffiich would provide suffi- 

. cient fodder and wheat for this place ? There is no doubt about it.
2262. You are of opinion if irrigation were provided, that the soil is sufficiently productive to grow all
that is required for the district? I feel sure it would. .
2263. In view of the present favourable season, have any silos for ensilage been built ? A gentleman told 
me the other day he was going to try.
2264. But it has not been practised ? No ; not yet.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE-1—BAILVIAT FEOM NENGAN TO COBAE.

Fort Adelaide or to Mr.
C. Chappie.

down to this direc-
19 Oct., 1889.

go the more we get 

Yes.

Francis Wickham, Esq., surveyor in the Eailway Department, sworn, and examined 
2265. Chairman.'] What is your profession ? A railway surveyor, in the New South Wales Eailway p. Wickham,
Department.
2266. Are you also an engineer ? No; we are only called surveyors in the Department.
2267. Who is the gentleman who is making the survey with you ? Mr. Hixson, also a surveyor.
2268. What survey have you been engaged upon ? From Wilcannia to Broken Hill and Cockburn.
2269. Where did you commence your survey ? At Broken Hill.
2270. How far did you get ? 40 miles towards Wilcannia.
2271. Did you meet the other surveyor there ? Yes.
2272. What is the character of the country you have surveyed ? Undulating country for the most part, 
running into flat country as you get towards Wilcannia.
2273. And the soil ? It is a red soil—very mineralized kind of country.
2274. Is it stony in parts ? Yes ; full of stones and ridgy.
2275. What is the ruling grade you are taking on this line ? 1 in 100 is the grade we were instructed to
obtain, and I think we should obtain grades very nearly approaching 1 in 100. We ouo-ht to get 1 in 70 
grades as the steepest on the line. °
2276. Will there be much difficulty in getting 1 in 100,—will there be many cuttings or divergencies ? It
would be better to use the 1 in 70 grade in places, than to make a deviation for the purpose of obtaining 
1 m 100. . °
2277. For what reason? Becanse you would have to have very long deviations for 1 in 100.
2278. In many places ? No ; in very few.
2279. Would the cuttings be very deep to get this 1 in 100 grade ? No.
2280. What stations did you pass through on your survey ? Mount Gipps, Kinchega, Topar, and then to
Mount Gipps again. i
2281. What is the longest length of plain country in this survey ? About 28 miles of level surface running.
2282. Almost a dead level ? Yes ; almost surface running fpr 28 miles out of 40.
2283. What is your opinion as to the formation of this line—would it want to be ballasted ? I think so.
2284. You are quite sure it would from the character of the country ? Yes ; I should say decidedly it
would have to be ballasted. J
2285. In making your survey, did you come across material suitable for ballast ? Yes ; a large amount.
2286. Was it sandstone ? No ; it is the usual rock which occurs in this country. I could not give you 
the name of it, but it would make very suitable ballast.
2287. From your experience as a surveyor, would you say this is an easy line to construct ? Yes.
2288. What about water along the line of railway ? There are two very large creeks—one very large and
one rather large. Stephen’s Creek is the one I mean. ’
2289. At what intervals ? Stephen’s Creek is at 12 miles from Broken Hill, and Yancowinna Creek is at 
29 miles from Broken Hill.
2290. Did you make enquiries as to whether those creeks were always with water ? Yes ; they have not 
always water in them.
2291. Are there any Government tanks along the surveyed line ? Yes, one at Stephen’s Creek.
2292. Did you come across any timber suitable for sleepers ? None whatever.
2293. Mr. Hurley.] What are the ruling curves ? Sixteen chains radius will be the smallest curve.
2294. Mr. O'Sullivan.] Have you surveyed the line between here and the border ? I am doing it at
present. ' • °
oono t>S ^ country so far as you have gone ? It is a little rougher than towards Wilcannia. ' '
2296. Between here and Topar two bridges will be required—over the Yancowinna and Stephen’s Creeks? 
J. ©s* , . . .

5 0)—L 2297.
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F. Wickham, 2297. Will they be of a costly nature ? The Stephen’s Creek bridge will be a long one of about 11
. Bsq. chains ; the other will be about 3 chains in length. The Stephen’s Creek bridge will be an expensive one,

I think.
19 Oct., 1889. 2298. Will there be any costly works on the other side of Broken Hill ? None.

2299. Dr. Garran.'] Tou say you have about 12 miles of country of ridges ? Tes.
2300. Are they long ridges F No, very short. _
2301. If you laid the line out pretty well on the surface-ground in the first instance, it would be easy 
afterwards to cut the gradient down to 1 in 75 or 1 in 100 ? No ; it would not.
2302. Mr. Copeland.'] What is the total length of the line between here and Wilcannia ?. 115 miles.
2303. Tou say it will be necessary to make a number of deviations to obtain a grade of 1 in 100 ; can you 
say what length those ridges are, or those cuttings would be, to obtain a grade of 1 in 100. in the length 
that you have surveyed ? To cut the grade down very much would about double the cutting, say, make 
an 8 or 10 chain cutting in length.
2304. In how many cases would it be necessary to make these cuttings, and what length would the total 
cuttings be, so as to obtain a grade of 1 in 100 ? It would be necessary to cut in about two places. .
2305. What would the length of each of these two places be ? By making 25 or 30 chains of a cutting 
you could obtain a grade of 1 in 100.
2306. And the grade of 1 in 100 would be the ruling grade between Broken Hill and Wilcannia ? Tes.
2307. Can you say what depth the 25 to 30 chains cuttings would have to be ? I should say not more 
than 25 feet in the highest point, and it would gradually work out at each end to nothing.
2308. What rock formation would the deepest part of these cuttings be in,—would it be hard rock? No ; 
it would be the rock which the whole country is formed of.
2309. Is it sandstone rock ? No; it is some micacious schist rock. .
2310. And the work would be done cheaply ? Tes. _
2311. And then you could obtain the grade of 1 in 100 all the way to Wilcannia, and beyond Wilcannia for 
some distance ;—do you know the country on the other side ? I surveyed the line from Wilcannia and 
Cobar.
2312. What are the grades between Wilcannia and Cobar ? There were some 1 in 40 there.
2313. But those have been taken out, have they not ? I do not know.
2314. Where were those grades ? Half-way between Cobar and Wilcannia.
2315. Did you make those surveys yourself ? Tes.
2316. Can you say what length those cuttings were? Not from recollection.
2317. How far did you survey from Wilcannia towards Cobar ? The whole distance from Cobar towards 
Wilcannia.
2318. Going from Wilcannia towards Cobar where did the grades commence? At about 40 miles.
2319. Then between Wilcannia and 40 miles towards Cobar you have level country? Perfectly level. .
2320. So that if you reduce the grades to 1 in 100 you would then have, for 40 miles beyond Wilcannia, 
level country the whole way ? Tes.
2321. Do you think it will be possible, all the way between Wilcannia and Cobar, to get a grade of 
1 in 100 ? Certainly.
2322. Without trouble ? There would have to be some trouble. It would have to be a longer line.
2323. Tou would have to make deviations ? Tes.
2324. To what extent do you think it would lengthen the line so as to reduce the grade all the way from 
Wilcannia to Cobar to 1 in 100. Have you examined the matter critically, with the object of ascertaining 
it ? I think you could do it with, say, an 8 miles longer line.
2325. Then by making the line 8 miles longer, and by making these cuttings you speak of near Broken 
Hill, you would obtain a ruling grade of 1 in 100 between Broken Hill and Cobar ? Tes.
2326. Do you think it would be necessary to extend the line 8 miles to get rid of these gradients of 
1 in 40 between Wilcannia and Cobar ? To the best of my knowledge, it would be necessary.
2327. Would it not be possible to make slight deviations, and to have shallow cuttings ? No ; you would 
require to alter the direction of the line entirely 8 miles.
2328. By altering the direction you would be able to avoid these cuttings altogether—by making some 
lengthened alterations without any sharp curves ? Tes; I think we would be able to avoid the ridges 
altogether.
2329. If you adopted that course how much longer do you think the line would be between Wilcannia 
and Cobar ? That is the course I had in view when I said it would make 8 miles longer.
2330. Then you would obtain a level line ? Pairly level,—of 1 in 100.
2331. Do you know of any objection there would be, other than lengthening the line, to making this 
deviation ? There will be no other objection.
2332. Do you know any advantages which would arise through making this deviation ? 
easier grade.
2333. Would it be likely to serve any of the station people to any greater advantage?
2334. Would it take you any nearer the ballast or the timber ? No.
2335. Would you avoid any creeks, bridges, culverts, or anything of that kind ? No.
2336. So that there would be no compensating advantages to induce making this deviation, excepting to 
avoid the cuttings, and get a level line ? None whatever.
2337. But you could avoid the cuttings ? Tes, we could.
2338. Tou said that the deepest cuttings near to Broken Hill would be about 20 feet? About 20 or 25 
feet in the deejiest part.
2339. Can you say what length those cuttings would be ? Prom 7 to 8 chains.
2340. How many tanks would you come across for water supply for the railway between Wilcannia and 
Cobar ? There are three within 50 miles of Cobar, and from there you would meet no more.
2341. And the distance between Cobar and Wilcannia is how much ? 156 miles.
2342. Then for 106 miles you would be without water from the Government tanks ? Tes.
2343. Does the line go near any private tanks ? Tes, a large number.
2344. Right on the track ? Tes.
2345. If you were to make this deviation, so as to get a better grade, would that take you nearer the 
Government tanks ? No.
2346. Would there still be private tanks on that route ? Tes. 2347.
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2347. Is there any timber for sleepers between Wilcannia and Cobar ? No ; there is very good pine for P- Wickham,
fencing. .
2348. Is there any ballast between Wilcannia and Cobar ? Tes ; large quantities. _ 19 Oct 1889
2349. Mr. 0’Sullivan.^ Have you formed any estimate of the probable cost of the railway (say) from ’’ ’
Cobar to Wilcannia, and Wilcannia to Broken Hill ? No. _
2350. Give us an idea of what you think would be the cost of the line ? It would be rather difficult for 
me to do so, and it would only be an approximate cost; I think about £3,000 a mile.
2351. Tou are aware that the cost of the line between Nyngan and Cobar is estimated at £2,500 per 
mile ? Tes.
2352. With grades of 1 in 40 ? Tes.
2353. Is not the line between Cobar and Wilcannia likely to cost less than the line from Nyngan to
Cobar ? No ; I should not think so. _ _
2354. An,d are not the gradients you refer to surface gradients,which can be altered after the line is made
between Cobar and Wilcannia? No ; they are not surface gradients all the way. _ _ '
2355. Can you remember where the grades of 1 in 40 were ; are they in Paddington Station or Kintower 
Station ? They are on Bulla Bulla Station.

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—EAILWAY PEOM NYNGAN TO COBAE. 83

Thomas Rhodes Pirth, Esq., C.E., Department of the Engineer-in-Chief for Railways, sworn, and
examined:—

2356. Dr. Q-arran.'] What is your occupation ? Civil Engineer in the Government service. T. R. Firth,
2357. Have you been District Engineer on any of our lines ? Tes ; several of them. Esq., C.E.
2358. Eor how many years ? I have been in the Government service since March, 1863, with the / —n
exception of eighteen months. _ 19 <9ct-* *889,
2359. Tou have recently been over the line from Nyngan to Cobar, inspecting the previous survey ? Tes.
2360. With a view of seeing whether it would be wise to reduce the gradients ? Tes. _ _
2361. Looking at the fact that the traffic for a time, will be light, do you, as an engineer, think it would be 
best to accept the surface gradients for a time with the view of reducing them as the traffic increases ? . I 
think so ; that is if the traffic is to be light. I do not think it is really worth while to make an expensive 
line until the traffic warrants the expense.
2362. These improvements between Nyngan and Cobar are all deviations ? Tes. _
2363. Are you of opinion that if we accepted the original survey, we should save money by leaving the 
lightening of the grade to a future time ? Making these deviations will not cost very much more than if 
the original grade had been adhered to, because they have found a different line of country. Instead of 
keeping a straight line they have deviated, and made several curves, and therefore keep lower ground.
2364. WTiere you make a curve of that kind, would you alter the line as you approached the top of the 
grade, or would you keep a straight line and then make the curve ? I would keep a straight line for a 
certain portion, and then run round the point of the spurs.
2365. Tou do not like your straight line very much to hit your spurs ;—if you make the curve sharp it 
increases friction ? Tes.
2366. And that diminishes the load to be carried ? Tes. _
2367. So that the curve diminishes the load as much as a grade does? Not to the same extent, but in a 
certain proportion—depending upon the sharpness of the curve and the length of the train.
2368. So that if, for the sake of a better grade, we make curves in the line from Nyngan to Cobar, we by 
that fact diminish the maximum of load to be carried ? Tes.
2369. Taking the curves as you have them, and assuming the maximum load to be 200 tons, to what extent
would the curve reduce the load ? I could not tell you straight off. We are reducing the grades there 
now from 1 in 40 to 1 in 75. _
2370. The introduction of the curve would not neutralise what you are doing ? No, not entirely.
2371. It wrould only add a little more friction? Tes. _
2372. A little more cost in keeping up the road ? Tes ; a little more wear on the rolling stock, and more
extensive friction. ‘ _ _
2373. So far as you have seen, you think it’would be better to make these deviations now, rather than 
reduce the grade on the straight afterwards ? Tes.
2374. And you have been over the line with the Committee from Cobar to Broken Hill ? Tes ; as near as 
we could get to it.
2375. And you have had practically a flying survey of the line ;—do you think there are any intervening
ridges or conditions which would make it undesirable to reduce the grade in the first instance? No ; I 
think, from what I can see of the country, there would be no great difficulty in making the grades not 
steeper than 1 in 75. _
2376. If you were left absolutely to your own judgment, and told to make the best practicable line for 
this Colony, would you give a ruling grade of 1 in' 75 ? That would depend entirely on the amount of 
money I was likely to have voted, and the amount of traffic I could see was likely to run over the line.
2377. I ask the question with an eye to the prospective traffic ? Then I think I would give a gradient of 
1 in 75.
2378. You would not accept 1 in 40? No ; I think I should make it 1 in 75. The extra expense would 
be very small, and it would not be worth while trying to save the money.
2379. If the grade were 1 in 75 it would not be worth while altering it afterwards ? No ; the traffic would 
have to be very heavy to justify its alteration.
2380. What loads do you think would it bring over a grade of 1 in 75? I should not like to say. It 
depends entirely on the kind of engines to be run.
2381. Erom what you have seen, there is no difficulty in making a line of 1 in 75 all the way from Nyngan 
to Broken Hill ? I think not.
2382. Mr. Copeland^] Where you have a competitive line—as this western line must be—against the 
South Australian line, do you not think it is desirable to spend a reasonable amount of money in making 
cuttings, and so obtain an easy grade, so as to enable the New South Wales Government to carry at alow 
rate ? Tes ; I do think so, if this is to be a competitive line.
2383. Would you not take this to be a competitive line ? Tes.

2384.
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T. B. Firth, 2384. Would it not be competitive, as against the South Australian railway on the one hand, and the 
Esq., C.E. Darling Diver on the other ? Tes ; of course it would.

1—^-9 2385. Must we not secure a large amount of trade so as to make the railway worth constructing, or to 

c ■’ ‘ make it payable after it is constructed ? Tes ; we ought to do that.

2386. You are aware that our success in using this railway will all depend upon the competitive rates we 
can afford to run for ? Tes.
2387. Therefore it is desirable we should be able to run on as level a grade as possible, and carry as big 
loads as possible ? Tes ; but at the same time, by making this easy line at an expensive cost, you must 
raise your rates so as to pay interest upon that cost.
2388. But where there are only a very few ridges to cut through, and then you have a large run upon 
level country, do you not think it is desirable to go to the expense of cutting through these ridges and 
then getting the benefit of all the level country intervening ? Certainly, if it is only a small amount.
2389. From what you have seen in travelling from Nyngan to Broken Hill, do you not think that is the 
general character of the country? Tes.
2390. Speaking in general terms, it is a dead level or nearly so ; at any rate it is country where you can 
get exceedingly easy grades, such as 1 in 100, and it is only in a very few places indeed where you will 
have to go to any expense in cutting so as to secure a continuous grade of 1 in 100 ? Tes ; the additional 
expense per mile would be very small.
2391. Then we should be enabled to carry much larger loads and at a cheaper rate? Tes ; the surveyor 
says it would lengthen the line between Wilcannia and Cobar 8 miles. Of course that becomes a serious 

item. Even supposing the earthworks are the same, there is the permanent way and fencing, the cost 
of which in this instance would be at the least £1,600 per mile. ■ Again, all traffic running through would 
have to pay 8 miles of extra trainage, which would reduce the possibility of competing with the rivers 
or with the other Colony. A deviation of that kind I should think would really not be desirable. The 
cost, amounting to from £12,000 to £15,000, might perhaps be spent better in earthworks and in keeping 
to the other line.
2392. I presume you could not say what it would cost to make those cuttings ? No.

2393. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] Has the Department formed any estimate of the cost of the bridge over the 
Darling? There has been a rough estimate of the cost made. I think it is £56,000—between £50,000 
and £60,000.
2394. Do you know if the line crosses the stream called the Tallywalka, about 30miles from the Darling? 
I think it does.
2395. There would be no bridge required there ? Not a very big one—a low timber bridge ; not a very 
expensive one would do.

2396. Mr. Hurley.'] Tou inspected some stone in Wilcannia? Yes.
2397. Would that be suitable for the construction of a bridge of piers over the Darling ? I think cylinders 
would be more suitable.

BROKEN HILL, MONDAY, 21 OGTOBEB, 1889.

[TAe Sectional Committee met in the Council Chambers, Broken Hill?]
Jprrsrut:

The Honorable WILLIAM JOSEPH TEICKETT, (Chaikman.)
The Hon. Andrew Gaeean. I James Ebenezee Tonkin, Esq.
Henrt Copeland, Esq. | Edward William O’Sullivan, Esq.

John Hublet, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Nyngan to Cobar.

Mr. John Bristowe, Accountant to the Broken Hill Proprietary Co., Broken Hill, sworn, and examined

Mr. 2398. Mr. Copeland.] What position do you hold here ? I am an accountant to the Broken Hill Pro-
J. Bristowe. prietary Company, at Broken Hill.

2399. What is the area of ground belonging to the Company ? We have throe 40-acre blocks under 
21 Oct., 1889. mjnerai leases.

2400. For which you pay 5s. per acre per annum ? I could not tell you how much. I believe the leases 
are arranged in Melbourne.
2401. The three 40-acre blocks, I suppose, give you f-mile along the lode ? Tes.
2402. How many shafts have you at work on the lode ? There are seven actually at work raising ore.
2403. Can you say for what length along the course of the lode you have proved the lode to exist ? To 
the whole extent of the property ; from one end to the other.
2404. Then you have proved the lode for f-mile ? Tes.

2405. To contain payable ore ? Yes. '
2406. Can you say to what depth you have proved it—what is the greatest depth ? At present it is 
about 316 feet.
2407. From the surface ? Tes.
2408. Does it show indications of continuing in depth ? Yes.
2409. Can you say what is the average width of the lode, approximately ? About 170 feet. Its extreme 

width is 234 feet.
2410. But you think it will average about 170 feet ? I could not say positively, but I think about that.
2411. Can you say whether it is widening as it gets deeper ? No ; I could not.
2412. Can you say whether it is improving in quality as it gets deeper ? No.
2413. But at your greatest depth it continues to be payable ? Tes.
2414. Do you know how many years’ work you have in view at the present time ? I have never heard 
an expression of opinion from the General Manager, and I have no idea myself.
2415. I suppose you are satisfied that there are many years work assured to the Company ?
Undoubtedly. . ‘ '
2416. But you could not say how many ? No.
211611. Can you say how much has been expended in machinery by the Company? Not fropi memory.

' 2417.
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2417. Do you know tke total amount of called-up capital expended ? The paid-up capital to date is
£34,000, of which £16,000 has been returned to shareholders. The total amount of dividends paid up to 
May 30th is £808,000. '
2418. Can you give any information relative to the quantity and value of goods brought to the mine, z 
and of minerals and metals sent from the mine, say for the last twelve months ? I have some figures 
which I have made up, hut they have reference only to the quantity of bullion we despatch, and to the 
coke, timber, limestone, and sundries—such as ordinary stores and machinery and coal—we received.
2419. Perhaps you had better make a general statement in regard to the matter? During the months
of July, August, and September last the Broken Hill Proprietary Company has despatched 7,347 tons of 
bullion. The Company has received 7,950 tons of coke ; 3,810 tons of timber, equalling nearly 2,300,000 
feet superficial; 12,053 tons of limestone ; 474 tons of sundries—that is machinery and stores ; and 3,011 
tons of coal;—equalling 34,647 tons for the three months. The only export is bullion. The bullion 
produced up to May 30th was 39,708 tons, containing 9,756,977 ounces. .
2420. Then the total amount of goods to and from the mines comes to 34,647 tons in that period ? Tes.
2421. Can you say what you have paid for the carriage of those goods ? I can give you individual rates. 
Por bullion we pay 39s. 3d. per ton from the mine delivered at Port Pirie.
2422. Have you sent any ore ? Very little. We have not sent any within the last year.
2423. What carriage do you pay for the different articles you import for the mine? Por the coke and 
timber we pay 40s. 3d. per ton ; for the limestone it averages from 3s. to 6s, per ton. It is only brought from 
short distances—from Silverton and the limestone siding. The sundries average from 70s. to 130s. per 
ton on the South Australian railroads, and from 13s. 4d. to 22s. 7d. on the Silverton tramway.
2424. Can you say what is the value of the bullion which was despatched during those three months ?
Approximately, it is about £54 a ton. •
2425. The value of the bullion then would be about £396,000 ? Yes.
2426. That bullion is despatched to Port Pirie, and from thence to Sydney ? Tes, I think so. The 
greater part of it goes that way.
2427. Does the Company dispose of it at Port Pirie ? Ho, it is sent to England for sale.
2428. Then it really goes to Sydney for the convenience of the steamships ? Tes, entirely.
2429. Is the coke you use imported from England ? Chiefly ;—the greater part of it comes from 
London.
2430. What other places do you get coke from ? We have had quantities from Newcastle, New South 
Wales, and also some from New Zealand.
2431. How have you found the coke answer from New Zealand? It has not turned out very well; in. 
fact, the colonial cokes do not compare with the British.
2432. Can you say what the British coke costs you to land at the mine ? Prom £5 to £5 5s. a ton.
2433. Do you know what the Newcastle coke costs you, or the New Zealand ? It costs about 10s. less
per ton. •
2434. Then the difference in quality does not make up for the lower price, I suppose ? No.
2435. Is the Newcastle coke better than the New Zealand coke, or vice versa ? I don’t think there is 
much difference between them.
2436. Can you say how much coke is used in the year ? We use 463 tons per week,—that is 24,000 
tons a year.
2437. Can you say how much timber you used, say for last year? We have been using at the rate of 
about 400,000 feet per month.
2438. And how many feet are reckoned to a ton weight ? About 500 feet superficial.
2439. That would amount, then, to about 9,600 tons a year ? Tes, about that.
2440. Can you say whether the Company would use hardwood if they could get a supply of it ? It 
would just be a matter of price, I think. Hardwood is quite suitable for our requirements.
2441. But considering the greater durability of hardwood, don’t you think the Company would be 
prepared to pay a higher price for it, than for soft wood, for underground purposes ? I don’t think so.
2442. Is it not a matter of great consideration to have timber which will last 15 or 20 years, instead of 
8 or 10 years ? It may be, but I do not think the difference in cost would make it up. So far, the 
experience of our Greneral Manager has been that Oregon timber is so much easier to handle, and to 
saw, and the cost of freight is so much lower, that he prefers it even at an equal price.
2443. Can you say whether there is a large quantity of lime available at the place where you now obtain 
.it ? I think there is a very large quantity indeed.
2444. What is the locality of the lime; is it near the railway line ? Tes, very near one of the Silverton 
Company's sidings, at a place called the Acacia Dam.
2445. How many miles from Broken Hill ? About 10 miles, I think.
2446. And it is considered that that supply is sufficient for the future ? Erom what I have heard it is
practically inexhaustible. ■ -
2447. And the limestone is of a satisfactory quality ? Tes.
2448. Do you not also require a large quantity of ironstone ? Tes, but we have that upon our mine in
large quantities. . '
2449. Have you sufficient to last you for many years ? Tes.
2450. Then the only material you will require to bring to the mine would be coke, underground timber, 
and coal for your machinery ? Tes.
2451. At the present time I suppose you are using firewood for steam purposes ? No ; we are using coal 
almost entirely.
2452. Where does it come from ? Newcastle, New South Wales.
2453. Can you say what it costs per ton delivered at the mine ? £2 7s. Id.
2454. Do you know what is paid for the coal at the mine ? We buy it at Port Pirie. It costs 21s. 5d. 
per ton at Port Pirie.
2455. Then the difference between the 21s. 5d and £2 7s. Id. is the carriage? Tes.
2456. Do you know what Company’s coal it is ? No ; I could not tell you that.
2457. But it is from Newcastle—not the western coal ? No.
2458. Brought round by steamers from Newcastle to Port Pirie? Tes.
2459. What are the quantities which you are using ? We are using about 700 tons a month '
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Mr. 2460. In addition to that, I suppose yon are using some quantity of firewood? Not a very large quantity. 
J.Bristowe. 2461. Can you say how much ? Erom 80 to 100 tons per week.

2462. That would he about 350 tons a month ? Tes, about that. •
4L vet., ussy. 2463 Can you gay what distance this firewood has to be brought to the mine ? Erom about 10 to 12 miles.

It has to be carted to the mine. . . mo
2464. Has the wood been used in the immediate vicinity of the mine, say within 6, 10, or 12 miles .
Tes, it has all been brought in, I think. _
2465. I suppose the wood is rapidly being used up, and is disappearing ? Tes.
2466. And you would have to go a considerably greater distance off if you had to depend on the wood?
Certainly. ,
2467. In which direction are you having the wood brought from—anywhere near the line of the proposed 
railway ? I could not tell you.
2468. How many furnaces has the Company at work now ? Ten.
2469. Does the Company purpose erecting more furnaces ? I could not tell you.
2470. Tou do not know whether the consumption of coal will materially increase or not as time goes on ? 
It will not increase very much.
2471. Are you erecting any additional winding or pumping engines ? Tes, a few more.
2472. Then you will require an additional supply of coal for steam purposes alone? "’ft e may probably
require sufficient coal to keep two more boilers going. That is all, so far as I know, at present, and they 
will probably take about 40 or 50 tons a week. _ .
2473. Where do you obtain candles, powder, and fuse used in the mine ? An Adelaide contractor supplies
them. , ■ .
2474. Do you know where the candles are manufactured ? I believe they are imported from England.
2475. And the powder and fuse—I believe they are all brought from Adelaide ? Tes ; the powder, fuse,
and dynamite are imported. _ . .
2476. How about the picks and shovels? We have the picks manufactured not locally mthe Colonies, 
the shovels are imported.
2477. Tou have had a very large winding engine manufactured at Hudson Bros., Sydney, have you not.
Tes; and there is also a counterpart of it being made for the British Broken Hill Company, and for 
Block 10 Company. .
2478. Was merely the engine made there, and not the boilers ? Only the engine. _
2479. Do you know where the boilers were intended to be obtained from ? They are already on the mine,
and have been obtained from Adelaide some time back. _
2480. How did you have the engine brought here from Sydney ? By steamer to Port Pirie, and then by rail.
2481. .Where do you obtain your water supply from for the furnaces, and for other purposes ? We have 
reservoirs built upon our water lease, which at present supply us.
2482. And you have a sufficient supply ? Tes, at present.
2483. Have you any water in the mine ? Tes.
?484. Much ? Tes.
2485. Tou are not likely to suffer then from want of water? Not so far as steam purposes are concerned. 
^486. Can you say the total number of miners and smelters you have employed at the present time ? We 
have 1,044 underground men, and 1,080 surface men—that is 2,120 men altogether.
2487. These are in regular employment ? Yes.
2488. What wages do you pay them ? They vary from 8s. 4d. a day for labourers, and from 10s. to 12s. 
a day for mechanics.
2489'. And the miners ? The miners are paid 10s. a day, and the underground labourers _8s. 4d. a day. ’
2490. What is the total pay-sheet for a fortnight or a month ? Eor this last fortnight it is about 
£10,200—that is for labour alone.
2491. How many hours a shift do you work ? Eight.
2492. I suppose you employ a considerable number of people indirectly, in addition ? ^ Tes.
2493. Does the number you have given now include the teams you have working ? No ; it only includes
those immediately connected with the work on the mine. _

Does it include the horses and drays ? Tes, they belong to the mine.
How many horses have you employed ? I think we have 45. _
Can you say where you get the fodder from? It comes from the Burra, between Adelaide and here. 
Can you say what distance it is from here ? About 200 miles.
What do you feed them on ? Oats, bran, and chaff. ‘
Tou do not give them maize ? No. _ .

2500. Do you know what price you pay for the feed ? Chaff is about £6 per ton ; the bran is about from 
Is. 7d. to Is. lOd. per bushel; and the oats about 4s. 6d. per bushel.
£501'. How much are you paying a month locally, in addition to what you pay for labour ? 
paying from £800 to £900 a week for limestone, and from £60 to £70 a iveck for firewood.
2502. °And the iron for fluxing is included in this item of wages ? Yes.
2503. You are using no New South Wales timber ? No. _
2504. The timber you are using is partly imported from New Zealand, and partly Oregon pine ?

2494
2495.
2496.

2497.
2498.

2499.

We are

We are
notimporting any-'from New Zealand or Tasmania at present. It is entirely Oregon we are using, and it 
COiiies from Tuget Sound. ... . . .
2505. Then at present you are using no colonial timber ? None, excepting a small quantity we may have
oh hand'from large stocks. . .
2506. Are you likely to employ a larger number of men ? I think so, under ground, as the mine is opened

2507. Have you all the men at the present time you could employ ? Tes ; we have no difficulty in 
obtaining whatever labour we require.
2508. If you wanted more miners you could obtain them at present? Tes, without difficulty.
2509. At the current rate of wages ? Tes.
2510. Where are the picks you use made ? They are made in Ballarat; a man named Hillman makes
them. _ line
2511. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] How long has this mine been in operation ? About three and a half years. .
2512. Do you consider that it is now working up to its fullest capacity ? No, I do not think so.

Mr.
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Mr. F. H. Clark, Accountant to the British Broken Hill Proprietary Co., Broken Hill, sworn and
examined :—

2513-14. Mr. O’ Sullivan.'] What position do you hold ? Accountant to the British Broken Hill Proprie- Mr. 
tary Co., Limited. S'. H. Clark.
2515. Can you make a short statement, showing the position j^our mine now stands in, as to how much
work you have done, and your prospects ? We have four shafts in work now. The mine consists of two * ® ct;-> 1889.
leases, one of 40 acres and the other of 60 acres. That gives a length of about five-eighths of a mile, and
we have three shafts sunk on the 40-acre lease, which is called Block 15. Two of them are down to the '
second level. We open levels at every 100 feet. The main shaft is down to the fourth level, there being
a total depth of 435 feet from the surface. At the first level the three shafts are connected one with another
with drives, almost all of them through ore. At the second level the three shafts are also connected with
drives, all through ore; and the ore at the second level is of a better grade than that at the first. In
addition to that, we have sloped out a considerable quantity of ground at the second level, which has yielded
a payable grade of ore. It is not anything like so rich as the Proprietary Co., but it is a payable grade,
and we are still sloping it out and sending it to the smelters. ’ '•
2516. What is the width of your lode ? It is difficult to say. At the workings from No. 1 shaft we pass 
through 160 feet of a lode. At the No. 3 shaft we have it opened up at present to 130 feet wide, but we have 
not got to the walls on either side. At No. 2 shaft—that is the third shaft on Block 15—it is not so wide, 
but there we seem to be above the main body of the lode. The No. 2 shaft is set where the hill breaks off, 
and the lode seems to dip off too ; so that we have no data upon which to say anything about its width.
That is on the northern edge of Block 15. The fourth shaft I spoke about is situated at the northern end 
of Block 16. That has been sunk about 180 feet, and drives have been put in to a length of something 
like 600 feet towards the Junction mine on one side, and the North mine on the other. The shaft is sunk 
in the corner, and our drives are put in across the corner, but we have not found much ore there. We have 
found patches of ore there carrying a fair quantity of silver, say about 60 to 100 oz. It does not carry much 
lead. It has been very silicious, so that it has not been much more payable than that we are getting 
from No. 3. In addition, there are two small shafts sunk on Block 16—one just north of the boundary of 
block 15, and one a little further on. They have only been sunk about 120 to 150 feet deep. We have 
ore at the bottom, of both of them, but there has been very little prospecting work done there.
2517. How many year’s work have you in sight ? I cannot give you any definite idea.
2518. Can you say, approximately, from your experience as a miner, how long you think the mine will last 
with the ore in sight ? I am not a practical miner, but I have seen what length of time it has taken to 
make, the little hole we have, and I should think there is fully two or three years’ work in the ore we 
have in sight at present. When I say in sight, I mean above the second level. We know we have ore 
reaching from the second to the first level, and reaching almost from the block 14 boundary to north of the 
No. 1 shaft, and I should think it would take that length of time to work out the ore.
2519. Can you state the average grade of the ore obtained from your mine ? I am afraid I am not at
liberty to mention that. .
2520. Where are you smelting ? Port Pirie.
2521. Can you state how many tons of ore you have sent there ? I have not the total quantity with me ; 
but we have despatched, during the last three months, 8,187 tons.
2522. Is that a fair average for the time that you have been working ? That is a fair average of what we 
are sending down now.
2523. Can you state the amount of bullion which came from that ? No ; I have not the figures here.
2524. Do you ship your bullion straight to England ? I believe we do ; but that is a matter I have nothing 
to do with.
2525. How many men have you working in the mine ? About 360.
2526. I presume you have room for a great many more ? Tes.
2527. Have you any difficulty in obtaining miners ? It is rather difficult to obtain really first-class men.
We can almost always get people who call themselves miners, but it is not very often we can get really 
good men.
2528. Does your company contemplate erecting smelters here? I have not heard any mention of that.
2529. But you know that an agitation is on foot in Broken Hill with that object in view? I know there 
is an agitation with the object of getting smelters erected here for all mines that wish to work with them ; 
but it is not at all likely we should shift the smelters we have up, and I do not know if the matter of putting 
fresh smelters up has been considered by the Directors. I suppose it will be considered in the future, 
because I am ahnost certain there is a much larger body of ore below the second level than we have opened 
up yet, and three, smelters can hardly be sufficient to enable dividends to be paid. Therefore I think, more 
smelters must follow ; but where they will be put, I do not know.
2530. Do you use English coke ? Tes.
2531. And Newcastle coal ? Tes.
2532. Can you state whether any of the companies are using Newcastle coke, either here or at Port Pirie ?
I do not know.
2533. I presume you obtain most of your stores from Adelaide ? Tes. ■
2534. What is the tonnage of stores you receive from Adelaide ? About 100 tons a month of stores, and
about 200 tons of timber per month. .
2535. That would make about 36,000 tons a year ? Tes. .
2536. What do you pay for the carriage of this ? We pay the usual rates, according to classes.
2537. Chairman^] Are you able to state, generally, whether you think this mine is i likely to be a per- "
manency ? Tes ; I consider it is likely to be a permanency.
2538. Mr. TonJcin.] If coal or coke could be delivered here at a great deal less rate than you are now
paying, would it induce you to construct the furnaces here instead of taking the ore to Port Pirie ? It 
certainly would be an inducement, and it would be a matter, I should think, to be considered by the 
Directors before they decided to erect any new smelters they intended to put up. ■

MUTtJTES OP EVIDENCE—RAILWAY PROM NYNGAN TO COBAR. $7
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Mr. Andrew Stenhouse sworn and examined:—
Mr. 2539. Dr. Qarran.~\ What is your occupation ? I represent T. K. Stubbins, timber merchant; I manage 

A. Stenhouse. jjjg business.
9i”7rT~TB»Q 2540. Tou do a large business in the importation of timber ? Yes.

0 ■* ' 2541. Both for mining and for household buildings ? Tes.
2542. What class of timber do you principally import ? Oregon, Baltic timber, and stringybark from 
Tasmania. Of course we keep everything ; but these are the principal lines.
2543. Do you bring it up from Adelaide or Port Pirie ? Principally from Port Pirie.
2544. Does it come to Port Pirie in the original ships, or is it transhipped at Adelaide? Thoi Baltic is
all transshipped at Adelaide, and generally the Oregon ; but the stringybark comes direct from Tasmania. 
2515. What extra cost does that transhipment involve ? About 7s. a ton from Port Adelaide to Port 
Pirie. Then, of course, there are the double wharfage dues, and double handling for ourselves as well. 
Por instance, our carts have to carry it from the store-yard to the wharf; and then there is about 7s. a 
ton freight. Then we pay wharfage at Port Pirie again. •
2546. But it pays you better to submit to the expense of the transhipment than to bring it by rail from 
Port Adelaide all the way ? Tes.
2547. What are the charges on timber carried by the railway ? They have a very peculiar tariff. The 
South Australian charge is by weight. Wherever I have been before it has always been by measurement.
2548. What is it per ton from Port Adelaide, and what is it per ton from Port Pirie ? Por timber used 
underground the railway gives a concession. That comes to 41s. a ton.
2549. From where ? From Port Pirie to the station here. That is including the tramway.
2550. I want to know the price, delivered in Broken Hill ? It would be about 50s. by Adelaide, and 41s. 
by Port Pirie.
2551. Now for the other timber, upon which there is no concession ? [The witness handed in the following
particulars :—] ’

Underground timber railway rates, 16 ft. and under—■
Prom Port Pirie to Cockburn ... ... ... ... 31s. 3d.) ..

„ Cockburn to Broken Hill ....................................... 9s. 9d. j ls'

Under-
Ordinary rates—includes deals, shelving (any lengths), T. and G-. Oregon, and hardwood, 16 ft. and

64s. 8d.

96s. 5d.

Prom Port Pirie to Cockburn ... ... ............... 52s. Od.
„ Cockburn to Broken Hill ... ... ...............12s. 8d.

Prom 17 ft. to 30 ft.
Prom Port Pirie to Cockburn ... ... ...............77s. 11 d.

„ Cockburn to Broken Hill ... ... ...............18s. 6d.
Prom 31 ft. to 50 ft.—

Prom Port Pirie to Cockburn ... ... ... ... 105s. 9d.
„ Cockburn to Broken Hill ... ... ...............24s. 4d.

Over 50 ft., by special arrangement.
Galvanized iron in cases—

Prom Port Pirie to Cockburn ... .. ...............52s. Od.
„ Cockburn to Broken Hill ... ... ...............12s. 8d. 64s. 8d.

2552. What is the reason of the extra charge on the 17 to 30 feet timber ? I could not tell you. I sup
pose they have to put it into two trucks, and to have an intermediate truck.
2553. They use three trucks for the extra length ? Yes ; they have to put in a check truck'.
2554. And it is to cover the extra carriage that the extra charge is made ? Tes.
2555. Do you find much demand for great lengths of timber ? Tes ; for poppet-heads and that sort of 
thing.
2556. Perhaps, for house building, you have no demand for the extra length ? Tes ; it often goes over 16 
feet—between 25 feet and 30 feet—especially for the houses they erect over the concentrators. Por these 
they want heavy long beams.
2557. Do you import much Queensland pine ? None at all.
2558. What do you line the houses with ? Baltic. I tried to bring in mining timber from New South 
Wales eighteen months ago. I knew Messrs. G-oodlet and Smith, and talked the matter over with them when 
I was in Sydney, and I sent a small order for 4,000 or 5,000 feet of river pine, which was very much like 
Kauri, but I could not touch it at all.
2559. Do you mean that the people here did not take to it kindly ? No ; the price could not compete. 
They charged about 14s. for it at the mill, but by the time it got here it was double that price.
2560. Had that timber been re-handled in Sydney, or had it come direct from Bichmond Biver ? I could 
not say. I should think it would be re-handled, but I only had it round here on trial to see if it would 
suit the job, and to see if the price would have any show with the other timber.
2561. Was any fault found with the quality of the timber ? No ; it was very good timber, and answered 
the purpose.
2562. If we could get rid of the expense of the intermediate handling, and could bring it direct from the 
Bichmond Biver to Port Pirie, would the price be suitable ? I think so.
2563. Tou are acquainted, as a timber merchant, with the durability of different kinds of timber ? Tes.
2564. We are told by one witness that the pine used tends to decay here in about five years;—do you 
know that to be so ? I should think some of the New Zealand timber will give way in a few years. Of 
course,_ if it is kept always wet, as in some mines, it would last as long as any other timber ; but in these 
mines it is not kept wet.
2565. We are told, on the other hand, that the soft Oregon pine is so much easier to handle, and it is
preferred on that account to the harder and heavier New South Wales timber? That is so; but some 
of the mine managers prefer the hardwood on account of the durability. The manager of the big 
mine prefers the Oregon. • 2566.
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25G6. Looking at the greater strength of the Australian hardwood, would not a much 811X1116? scantling A.
answer the purpose ? Ihey don t seem to be able to work it. Less than 10 inches would not give suffi- Stenhouse. 
cient shoulder for the cap to bear on. That gives you a 3-inch shoulder on each side. 8x8 would only 
give a 2-inch shoulder. J 21 Oct., 18S9,
2o67. Then, however strong the timber may be, you must have a certain size of it ? That is how it has 
been up to now.
25G8. \ ou do not think that the hardwood can cut out the soft wood for certain purposes ? It does do it 
to a certain extent from Tasmania. The expense is not a great deal more, because Oregon timber 
costs something like 11s. Cd. and 12s. to put it down, and the Tasmanian timber can be put down from 9s.
6d. to 10s. 6d.
25G9. Do you think the hardwood could to any extent supersede the soft wood for house building? I 
do not think so.
25/0. Then you think in this market the soft wood has the pull? Tes ; especially for house building.
2571. And hardwood would have to be very much cheaper indeed, to cut it out ? No, if it could be put 
down at the same price. It is dear now, but it is all on account of the method of charging the railway 
freights by weight. They will handle 600 feet or 700 feet of Oregon for the same price as they would 
handle from 350 to 400 feet of stringy-bark.
2572. The railway people find one kind is much heavier than the other ? Yes, and they charge by
weight. j o j
2573 Would our rough timber, such as grows on the banks of the Darling and the Murray, do for fire
wood . I do not know what it is like, but I think a very ordinary kind of timber would answer the 
purpose.
2574. You do not deal in firewood ? Yes, a little, but there is plenty of firewood brought by the bullock 
teams, and wul be for a few years yet.
2575. Not for more than a few years ? No, it is getting a long way off now.
257G. If the railway were made in three years time do you think by that time there would be a good 
demand for hard firewood ? Yes, I think you would sell a lot of it—both for steam and household ’ 
purposes.
2o77. If there was a railway from here to Menindie, you think the timber growing on the beds of the 
rivers would find a good market? Yes.

^ere would be a traffic for the railway in that kind of timber ? Yes, a certain amount 
ot traffic. 1

'S armuat yearly consumption of timber here? I should think it will come up to
10,000,000 ieet per annum.
2o80. That includes both overground and underground timber? Yes, and everyday it is increasing, 
borne of the mines have not begun to use square sets at all, and wffien they do they will multiply their 
consumption of timber by ten.
2581. Do you have anything to do with the importation of galvanized iron? Yes, we supply considerable
quantities. ri "
2582. Have you any idea what the annual import of it is ? I could not say. It is not so much as 
it was.. Most of the houses are now being built of stone and brick, and of course they don’t require so 
much iron. VYhen they were knocking up the small cottages there was a big consumption.
2583. Which is the most expensive—a stone or a galvanized iron house ? A stone house.
2584. How much more ? I should think it would be a great deal more—perhaps 15 to 20 nor cent
more. '
258o. And people are beginning to prefer stone houses ? Yes, the field is giving a guarantee of its per
manency, and the people want to build for a permanency. Of course, during the first rush, evervbody 
was ready to clear out at a day s notice, and did not want to spend money on permanent buildiim's. "
2586. The district lime is burnt for mortar ? Yes, and good mortar too. ° ’
2587. Does the clay make good bricl vS ? Yes, very fair bricks.
2588. So far as stonework and lime are concerned you have building material within easy reach ? Yes.
2589. Is there any duty ou galvanized iron here ? Yes, £2 a ton. '
2590. Anything dutiable in South Australia you can import in bond and bring through ? Yes.
2591. And for anything that has paid a duty in Adelaide you can get a rebate ? Yes. ' '
2592. Can you get the whole of it back ? It costs a few shillings to get it back.
2593. It is a little cheaper to get an unbroken parcel through than a broken one ? Yes.
2594. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] How long have you been here ? Close on two years. '
2595. What was the population when you came here ? About 5,000 or 6 000.
2596. What is it now ? 12,000 to 15,000. ’ ' •
2597. Is it likely to increase at the same rate for the next five or six years ? I think it will increase to
30,000 at any rate.
2o98. How long will it take to reach that? Perhaps in eighteen months or two years. I imagine so 
irom the development of the mines.
2599. If the mining develops, and the estimate of a mining manager that twenty-four mines will be in 
full working order at no distant date, is correct, what do you think will be the population, say this day 
seven years . I should thmk it would double itself, even then. It all depends on how deep the mines go. 
they are only prospecting yet. Half of our mining timber goes to mines which are onlv prospecting, 
and they do not know whether there is anything to be had yet. As they strike the lode'there will be 
ten men employed to one man employed now.

Mr. Thomas Coombe, timber merchant and ironmonger, sworn, and examined :—
2600. Mr. Tonkin.] What are you ? Timber merchant and ironmonger. „
2601. How long have you been'here ? Nearly four years. T
2602. What is the quantity of timber which passes through your firm in three, six, or twelve months ?
We confine ourselves entirely to the building trade. We do nothing in the mining trade. Prom 130 to 21 Oct., 1889. 
150 tons a month is about our quantity.
2603. That does not include ironware ? Yes ; it is altogether.

" 5 («)—M 2604.
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Mr. 2604. Where does it come from ? Prom Adelaide and Port Pirie. We have had some from Sydney.
T. Coombe. -^re watch the markets, and where we can buy the cheapest we purchase. We keep in touch with the

owTr"-tooo Melbourne, Sydney, and Adelaide markets. . .
21 Oct., 1889. 2605. What is the comparison between the Sydney material and what you buy in Adelaide . It is very 

seldom we can buy in Sydney, because the freight and expenses kill it, and it is all imported timber. 
We never touch the colonial timber. It does not suit our trade. People will not buy it. Baltic timber 
is what we deal in chiefly.
2606. In importing building material you import window frame sashes ? Yes, we get those irom Sydney,
because of the duty. We cannot get them from Adelaide, the duty is too heavy. We get them made 
here now almost as cheaply. We work in with our customers, and they make them for us. We prefer 
to pay a litile more for goods made on the spot. .
2607. Do you find any increase in your trade for timber for building purposes F Dating from twelve
months ago, I find a large increase in trade, but it is not as large as it was two or three years ago, when 
the building boom was on. .
2608. You account for that by the extraordinary influx of population ? . Yes, but when the population 
settled it became dull. Since then it has improved very much, and now it is very satisfactory.
2609. Is this progress steady ? Yes, every month my books show an improvement in figures.
2610. And the class of buildings now being erected is of a more permanent nature ? Yes, they are of a
better description. I think there is as much timber used now as ever there was, but there are more to 
sell it. There is more competition than there was two and a half years ago. There were so few to sell it 
then, and that is the reason we were rushed. The quantity of timber that is used now is greater than 
ever it was. .
2611. Have you any doubt as to the permanency of this place ? I have not the slightest doubt. I think
it will be a mine when we are all dead and gone, and our children after us. This discovery of ore at the 
Brisbane blocks at 1,700 feet deep proves that. _ .
2612. Do you think there will be any possibility of the colonial timber competing ^ with other timber, 
supposing there is a railway from Sydney here? Ho; not with me. I prefer Baltic timber. Nearly 
all our carpenters are from South Australia, and they are used to the Baltic timber. The colonial 
timber buckles and warps much more than the Baltic, and in the matter of price the Baltic timber can 
beat it. I get the Baltic timber direct to Port Pirie, and I stack it there, and get it as I require it.
2613. Is there any duty on timber in Adelaide ? Yes, 2s. 6d. per load for rough timber, and Is. 6d. per
100 feet superficial for boards. ... ,
2614. What do you call a load ? 480 feet. The duty on timber in this Colony is three times as much as
in South Australia. Then we get the drawback. We stack the timber, and when we import it we pass 
an entry, and get the duty back. .
2615. That is for timber coming from Sydney? Prom anywhere.. I don’t believe in Sydney timber.
We have had Baltic timber from Sydney when we could buy cheaper timber there. Two and a half years 
ago Sydney was glutted with Baltic and Oregon timber, and you could buy cheaper there than anywhere, 
but it has not been so since. . .
2616. Do you import you own iron ? I have imported it, but I find I can buy it as I want it. I buy it 
in Adelaide and Port Pirie. Sometime ago I tried Sydney, and the expense of carriage from Sydney 
killed it.
2617. But the original cost would be less in Sydney than elsewhere ? Yes, sometimes.
2618. Where were you before you came here ? I am a South Australian.
2619. And of course your feelings are with that colony ? Of course, all things being equal, I would 
rather deal with Adelaide, but there is no sentiment in business ; I buy where I can buy the cheapest.
2620. Do you think the railway would be of any benefit to this place if constructed ? Yes. _
2621. Do you think there would be a probability of it paying interest on the capital, and also working 
expenses ? It might not pay right off, but I should think it is a work the Government ought to under
take. There is an immense trade here, a portion of which they might have.
2622. Dr. Garran^] You have heard the evidence of Mr. Stenhouse ? Yes.
2623. Do you corroborate that evidence ? Yes, a good deal of it. With regard to the stone houses, my
experience is not the same as his. My experience is that there are as many iron and wooden houses going 
up as ever there was, and the number of stone houses is very few ? People do not seem to take to the 
stone houses—they say the iron houses cool down quicker, and they are put up so much more quickly. 
A man wants a house in three or four days here. .
2624. Do you agree as to the difference in cost—the stone is only 25 per cent, dearer ? There is not 
much difference, because stone, sand, and lime are easily obtained here. The only expensive thing is
wa^er' . • O AT2625. Is there any other point upon which you would like to modify Mr. Stenhouse’s evidence. JNo.
Of course his experience is in a different class of trade to mine. _
2626. What is the cost of Baltic and Oregon timber. What is it sold at in the markets ? We sell it by
running feet. There is no regular system of selling it superficial. Every colony has its own system. 
Everything in Adelaide is sold at 9 x 3. In Sydney it is sold superficial. _
2627. What is the price here upon your method of selling ? We charge about 5d. a foot superficial here, 
when it is cut up and delivered in small sizes. AYe sell almost all small size timber here—3 x 2 and 2 x 1|-.
2628. Is the Baltic as cheap as the Oregon ? Yes. The South Australian Government carry all timber 
by weight, and the Baltic weighs much lighter than Oregon, and it is more generally used than Oregon.
2629. Do you find Oregon decays where exposed to the wet ? No.
2630. It is as durable as the Baltic ? I think so. I never heard any complaints of Oregon not being 
durable.
2631. This climate is not trying to it ? No ; not more than any other. _ _
2632. You get a cargo once a year from the Baltic. What sized vessel do you get to Port Pirie ? About
600 tons burden and 1,200 tons capacity. They come alongside the wharf. . _

* 2633. And you unload into trucks ? Yes; but we stack it there, and it dries in the meantime, and we get
, it cheaper than if it was sent straight on. _

2634. Do you pay the duty? Yes, and have it remitted to us. They will not allow it to be stacked on the
wharf in bond. , •
2635. If you pay the duty they will give you house room for it ? That is a matter we arrange with
the wharf owners. We pay them rent—Id. a week per ton, or something like that. 2636.
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2636-37. And it seasons there ? Yes ; there is a small rainfall there, and for stacked timber that is an 
advantage. ■ ^ ^oom^e*
2638. It is a good dry climate P Yes. 21^0ct,^I889
2639. It would be a dryer climate up here ? Yes, only we would have to pay the carriage, and we would ’’ '
be out of pocket. We get it up as we require it. •
2640. If there were no duty on the timber in New South Wales, would that be any inducement to bring
it up here at once ? No ; the carriage would be so heavy. We do not want to pay the carriage until we 
want to use the timber. . ■
2641. Mr. HurleyWhat is the resisting power of the hardwood as against pine P Hardwood is much 
stronger.
2642. As to its durability and suitability for mining purposes, what percentage would you give hardwood
as against soft ? My trade does not lead me much into mining timber. ■
2643. Does hardwood last twenty years as against the other ? I have no special knowledge in that 
direction. It would require special knowledge to answer a question of that kind.
2644. You have no knowledge of the durability of timber? Not in special cases, I don’t know how long it 
would last underground. Various timbers have been tested, but I have not paid much attention. I do 
not think the colonial pine would last as long as any other timber. I believe the colonial pine would rot 
much quicker than any other timber.
2645. If you had a mine yourself, would you not perfer to putin timber which would last for twenty years, 
as against pine which would last for four or five years ? Of course I should, but I should have to take 
the opinion of someone who knew. I am not competent to give an opinion. I do not know how the 
relative timbers last underground.

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—EAIDWAY PBOM NYNGAN TO COBAE. • 91,

William John Hanna, Esq., Superintendent of Hoads, sworn, and examined :—
2646. Chairman.'] What are you ? Superintendent of Hoads for the Broken Hill district.
2647. What is the distance your district comprises in mileage, or by the names ? To Wentworth on the 
south,—that is 240 miles ; to Wilcannia on the east, that is about 120 miles by the direct line ; to Cobham 
on the north,—that is 150 miles ; and to the South Australian Border on the west.
2648. How many miles of road have you under your charge ? About 550.
2649. What annual vote do you get to expend upon them ? About £3,500.
2650. You know the road from here to Wilcannia ? Yes.
2651. And you pretty well know the surveyed line of the proposed railway ? Yes; it pretty nearly
follows the surveyed road. .
2652. You know the character of the country the line has to pass through ? Yes, fairly well; I have only 
been over the recently surveyed road once.
2653. Erom your experience and knowledge as Hoad Superintendent, how much per mile would it cost 
to construct the road from here to Wilcannia ? It would be a very expensive item. In fact, it would 
not be advisable to construct a metalled road in a district like this.
2654. Could you not give us any idea what it will cost to construct a metalled road per mile ? About 12s.
to 15s. per lineal yard. That would be about £1,300 or £1,400 a mile. ■
2655. What width of road would that be ? Eighteen feet.
2656. You know the plain country—do you think it could be made for that cost across there? No, it 
would be nearly double that; but for half the road stone would be available within easy reach.
2657. But there are long lengths of plains ? Yes ; well it is almost impracticable to form a road, and it 
would not be desirable if it were. .
2658. And the cost of maintenance would be enormous, even if the road were made ? I think it would not 
be much used in wet weather, because teamsters prefer the natural surface to a macadamized road, as it is 
much easier for the bullock traffic.
2659. Which would it be the most desirable to construct, a road or a railway from Wilcannia to this 
place ? I should certainly say a light line of railway in preference to a road.
2660. Do you not think it is a class of country which is well suited for the construction of a railway ?I t 
is a very easy country, all of it. There are one or two places where there would be a little cutting, but 
nothing of any consequence.
2661. In expending your Hoad Vote, how do you apply it ? In clearing and cutting approaches to creeks, 
metalling small portions where necessary—such as across low swampy ground, the bed of a watercourse, or 
anything like that—but chiefly in clearing.
2662. How many men.have you employed at the present time ? About thirty, including contractors.
2663. Do you not find it a very difficult task to allot the work to these men in this large district, and on 
that long length of road ? Well, a great deal of it does not require attending to ; for instance, across the 
plain country, we can do nothing with that.
2664. That is beyond any management, or repair, or anything else? Yes ; the only thing I do is to clear 
off salt bush on the road, in order to remove the lumps.
2665. Can you tell us whether there is sufficient stone procurable for ballast purposes for the construction
of a railway between here and Wilcannia? Yes, ample. '
2666. Is there any timber procurable which would be suitable for sleepers ? I don’t think so, excepting 
along the creek.
2667. What kind of timber is that ? Gum. There is only a small quantity, not worth taking into
consideration in the matter of constructing a railway. .
2668. Mr. Copeland.] Do you know the road between Broken Hill and Menindie ? Yes.
2669. What class of country is it ? Level; very similar to the road between here and Wilcannia.
2670. Is it as level as between here and Wilcannia ? It is slightly more undulating, but very little.
2671. Is there ballast upon the road between here and there, obtainable for a railway ? Yes.
2672. Would a railway be as easily constructed between Menindie and Broken Hill, as between Wilcannia 
and Broken Hill ? Yes ; the country between the two places is very similar.
2673. Would there be any advantage in the way of timber for sleepers on the Menindie line? I don’t
think there would be much advantage; the distance from the river would not be much. There is any 
amount of gum on the Darling which would be available, and the haulage would be less. .

W. J.
Hanna, Esq,

21 Oct., 1889,

2674.
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good as that between.

W. J. Hanna, 2674. What are the lengths between here and Menindie, and between here and Wilcannia . Prom here 
to Menindie is about 73 miles by the present route, but I think it could be shortened to about 65, and 

• Wilcannia by the direct line is about 120 miles. Eoughly, there is about 50 miles difterencc.
21 Oct., 1889. 2675. Your district does not extend to the other side of the Darling ? No.

2676. Is the soil similar on the Menindie route ? Yes. _ .i t> i n
2677. Are there any creeks to cross ? Stephen’s Creek is the only one, and the creek near the itockwell,
about 9 miles out. x nr • j- x
2678. Then you think, mile for mile, it would be as easy to construct a railway to Menindie as to
Wilcannia? Yes ; the country is very similar.
2679. Mr. Hurley.'] You employ about thirty men? Yes.
2680. AVhat is the average rate of wage ? Maintenance men get 8s. to 9s. a day.
2681. The average is about £2 10s. a week ? Yes. ^ _
2682. Thirty men would give you an expenditure of about £3,000 a year. Yes ; that is tor road works
alone. Of course there are the water supply works in addition. _ _
2683. Mr. O'Sullivan.] AYhat population is'there between here and Menindie ? I do not suppose there
will be more than fifty. , ml
2684. How many stations does the road go through ? Two—the Culca and rso. 2, or Carr s. these are
two stations of Kinchega. Strictly speaking, it is only one station. _
2685. Dr. Oarran.] Is the quality of the country between hero and Menindie as
hero and Wilcannia ? Yery much the same. j
2686. And whatever can be produced on the one line of route can be produced on the_othcr ? Acs.
2687. There is a scheme for which a Bill has been passed, for bringing water from Menindie to this place ? 
Yes.
2688. If that were carried out, would it facilitate the construction of a railway along the same route ?
Yes ; not to a great extent, but it would be a great assistance. o -w
2689. It would give the contractors an assurance that they would have water along the line . Yes.
2690. How far north do you go ? To Cobham. _
2691. Is that a direct line from here to Milparinka ? Yes ; it is on that road.
2692. Have you travelled that roadfrequently ? Yes. _
2693. Is that a road upon which there have been mineral indications discovered ? Yes ; pretty neaily all 
the way.
2694. It is a mineral meridian ? Yes.
2695. With the probability of further discoveries being made ?_ Yes. _ ,
2696. Have any claims been taken up between hero and your limit ? Not continuously ; but claims have 
been taken np from here to Nalta, about 35 miles south from Cobham
2697. And from there to Milparinka;—are there still other claims ?
the gold claims of Kooringherry. _
2698. Are there mineral indications between here and Wilcannia ? 
discovered of any importance between the Barrier and Wilcannia.
2699. Has anything been discovered between here and Menindie ? Not that I am aware of, beyond
Rockwell. ...
2700. Anything between here and Wentworth? No, not beyond Rockwell. Menindie is on tho
Wentworth side. . ...
2701. Upon a supposed line between here and Menindie, would there he supplies of Mine and iron for 
flux for the mines ? Not so much in the direction of Menindie, but I could not say positively.
2702. Would there he any between here andWilcannia ? Yes ; out towards Mount GHpps, there are good
deposits of ironstone. That is about 12 miles from here. _
2703. What road metal is there close at hand for making roads ? The ordinary rock is to be met with

Not that I am aware of, excepting 

I do not think anything has been

all over the range.
2704. Are there any dykes of trap ? Yes.
2705. And that would do for ballasting? Yes.

Charles E. Hogg, Esq., Engineer-in-Charge of Water Supply between Wilcannia and Menindie, sworn,
and examined:—

C. E. Hogg, 2706. Dr. Oarran.] What are you? Engineer-in-Charge of Water_Supply.
Esq. 2707. Which source ? Nolan’s, on the road between here and Menindie.
—2708. How far from this place ? Thirteen miles.

21 Oct., 1889. 2709. What quantity of storage do you expect to have? Ten years supply. _ ...
2710. That is on a rainfall such as we have had during the present year ? One or 2 inches of rain falling 
any time, will give us three years’ supply. The catchment is very large.
2711. Is not the basement very shallow ? No ; about 35 ft. deep.
2712. Have you allowed for evaporation ? Yes.
2713. And you think, when the work is once completed, the town is safe for three years ? Yes. _
2714. Either line of railway will cross this creek at some part, will it not ? Of that I am not quite sure. 
The Menindie routes could cross it, hut not necessarily. The Menindie line would not cross near our 
water supply.
2715. But it would cross the Stephen’s Creek ? Yes. _
2716. And there is good water there ? You would find it difficult to get water below our site. You
would have to erect a dam for the Railway Department. The creek there is very flat and sandy. _
2717. Do you not think a well in the creek would strike ivater? Eor a time there would he a fair

. supply, hut not permanently. _
2718. You might trust to a well there ? Yes, for the amount you would require for the engines.
2719. Between here and Menindie are there watering places ? I do not know. _
2720. You do not know the road between Stephen’s Creek and Wilcannia ? Only 30 miles of it.
2721. Do you know the country north in this district? Yes, fairly well, within a reasonable distance.
2722. Is it a mineral meridian? Yes ; it is always looked upon as being highly mineralized up to Mount 
Browne and beyond.

2723.
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2723. From \vhat you have seen of the mineral developments here, and from what you know of the C.E.Hogg, 
country north, do you think it probable, at some future day, there will be a line of mines between here
and Milparinka ? Almost certain. _ _ _ _ _ 2i Oct- 1839
'2724. Looking to the future development of the country and the furnishing of railway facilities, do you ‘
think it is probable that we should have to make a line of railway northwards from Mount Gripps to 
Milparinka? Tes. .
2725. You look upon that as a coming certainty ? Tes. _
2726. Do you know anything of the country east of the Darling ? Tes ; I hare travelled up the Darling.
1 know the country from Hay and through that way. _ _
2727. If we had a railway either from INyngan to Wilcannia and Mount Gripps, or a railway down the 
valley of the Lachlan, running from Condobolin to Mount Gripps, and then a line northwards through 
Milparinka, should not we have by that means a good connection with Sydney ? Tes. .
2728. As a railway engineer, and looking at the map, and knowing what you do of railway traffic, can 
you suggest any better plan for bringing this mineral meridian into connection with Sydney, than by a 
line between Broken Hill and Milparinka, and the best connection between Broken Hill and Sydney ?
No ; a line to Milparinka would go through tho whole belt north. _ _
272D. Do you know anything of the Lachlan valley ? Tes; I surveyed the railway line from Blayney 
to Cowra. _
2730. Would there bo any difficulty in starting from Cowra and keeping the valley of the Lachlan all 
■the way to Euabalong? None ; if you keep out of the floods.
2731. The north bank is, easy for a railway ? Tes. _ _
2732. Would there be any difficulty in going' on the northern side of the Willandra Billabong, as far 
as the Ivanhoe Station ? None ; there would bo a little trouble in ballasting, but the grade is eas}'.
2733. If the Lachlan were dammed below the entrance to the Billabong, would that force the water along
the Billahong ? Tes. .

,2734. For how many miles? I could not say ; that was all taken by the Water Conservation’DeparL 
ment.

,2735. Is it in their report ? Tes. ' ....
2736. If a small canal were made from the Billahong, could the farmers use it for irrigation ? Yes. •
2737. Could not fodder be grown alongside by farmers ? Tes. ...
2738. If there was a railway from that point to Menindie, would not the fodder-growing district be much 
nearer to this place than it is at the present moment ? Tes.
2739. We have it that the fodder at present comes 150 to 250 miles ? Tes ; fully that.
2740. Then I understand we could have a fodder-growing district in New South Wales much nearer ?
Tes; if it is irrigated. _ .
2741. Tou only want facilities for transit to he able to provide fodder at a point nearer to Broken Hill 
than it is provided at present ? Tes.
2742. We could feed our stock with New South Wales-grown fodder ? Tes, and more cheaply, and 
with greater certainty than we can at present. In dry seasons fodder is a fearful price.
2743. Do you know the Tally walka Creek ? No; I have crossed it. _ _ _
2744. Do you think it could be carried further ? I would not be surprised if you could not almost join
it to the Willandra. ■
2745. Do you know whether there is any ridge ? I think it is very level; but I could hot tell you from 
any knowledge of my own.
2746. They could be brought pretty close together ? Tes.
2747. With only a little dry hit between them ? Tes.
2748. Could not fodder he grown on the Tallywalka ? Tes,
2749. And on the hanks of the Darling, too ? Tes. .
2750. Then we should have a naturally irrigated tract in New South Wales, closer to this great market 
for fodder than anything existing on the other side ? Yes.
2751. Nothing is wanted hut to provide transit? No.
2752. If we only had that, we could find room for a large number of farmers ? Tes.
2753. We could settle a fodder-growing population in the midst of this large country ? Yes.
2754. And with a mining market ? Tes.
2755. If your idea is realised, that there will he a line of mines from here to Milparinka, the market for
fodder will grow immensely in the near future ? Tes. ■
2756. If this north-western portion of the Colony is to he settled by a mining community they will want
a fodder-growing population in their rear ? Tes. *
2757. And such a community will furnish an almost unlimited market ? Tes.
2758. And we have the the irrigable land within easy reach ? Tes ; it is much better soil about Ivanhoe 
than tho Darling.
2759. If the preference were given to the Lachlan route, would you then think it a good plan to accom
modate the Cobar district by running a line from Condobolin through Nymagee to Cohar ? Of course it 
has great advantages; you don’t have to face the western range. I think you would find it more convenient 
to go down from Nyngan to Cohar.
2760. Then you would avoid Nymagee ? Tes ; it is a tremendous distance.
2761. A line from Condobolin to Cobar would be nearly parallel with our existing line to Nyngan?
Tes.
2762. And it is much better to run parallel lines through a country like this than at acute angles ? Of
course you lose that portion of the line which approaches the main line. Tou lose 15 or 20 miles. '
2763. Tou get no new traffic ? No.
2764. If you were asked to railway this district, wmuld you not prefer to do it by running parallel lines 
through, than by running branches off at acute angles ? I think, in a case like this, I would unques
tionably come from Nyngan to Cobar.
2765. For what reason ? On account of the coal deposits in the Blue Mountains.
2766. And it is a shorter journey ? If you calculate from Blayney round the way you are suggesting, 
it is a longer distance.
2767. "Would you not have to carry all your coal from Blayney up to the height of Orange or Huntley,
and then down again ? Tes. ' 2768.
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" C. E. Hogg, 2768. "Would you get the same height at Huntley as at Orange? Ho; from Blayney to Orange the
Esq. grades are exceptionally good. The grades on the line I laid out from Blaney to Cowra have necessi- 

i tated the putting in of 1 in 40 in order to get into the miserable town of Carcoar.
21 Oct., 1889. 2769. If you had not to go into that town, would you have done it in 1 in 50 ? No ; 1 in GO is my grade.

2770. The whole line had to be spoilt to accomodate that little town ? Tes.
, 2771. Mr. Whittonopposed that with all his might ? Tes; he supported my report. I reported very

strongly and continuously against it. _ _
2772. And you are right in saying you could get from Blayney to Cowra with 1 in 60 ? Tes ; I did it.
2773. Could you get back to that 1 in 50? Tes, certainly .; we should leave this little place out and run

1 down the Bellabula Biver.
2774. Has any other part of the line been spoilt ? No.
2775. Tou could cut the ruling grade down within the fence? Tes.
2776. Tou did not alter your route ? Tes, we did ; 4 miles of it was'spoilt. It was a stiffer grade than

' we need have made.
, 2777. Tou could cut the stiff grades down? Easily.

2778. Then it is within possibility we could make a line of 1 in 60 from Blayney io Cowra now ? Tes.
2779. Leaving the deviation out and resuming the original line, it is possible, as a national policy, to restore 
the 1 iu 60 ? Tes.
2780. Supposing the Lachlan Valley to be the route selected to come here, the gradients on the other
part of the western line become a serious consideration ? Tes. _
2781. We must go up to Bathurst and a little further to Blayney, and that will be the highest point?
Tes. . •
2782. And from Blayney you must descend bjr 1 in 60 to Cowra, and from thereto Broken Hill you could 
get 1 in 75 and 1 in 100 ? Tes.
2783. Where is the nearest coal place upon that line ? Lithgow.
2784. There are some stiff’gradients between Lithgow and Blayney ? Not very. There are some 
coming down to Keilor, but that is all down-hill. There is a stiff grade from George’s Plain to New
bridge.
2785. Could the line between Lithgow and Blayney be improved ? I doubt it.
2786. Looking forward to a future coal trade, we have to make our line with easy gradients between 
Lithgow and Blayney ? Tes.
2787. Erom that point we may go to the west without trouble ? Tes; even with this 1 in 40 I speak
about, the traffic will be down-hill. -
2788. It would require some detailed examination to see what would be the best route—by Dubbo and 
Nyngan, or by Cowra and Nyngan ? Tes ; I could not speak straight off.
2789. Tou are certain that from Blayney to Cowra you could do it in 1 in 00, and from Cowra to Broken

, Hill in 1 in 75 ? Tes.
2790. And upon 1 in 75, with a fair sized engine, what load of coal could you haul ? I do not know what 
class of engine they are using now.
2791. Have you considered the question of the rival routes to Broken Hill, and have you any preference, 
as an engineer, for the Nyngan or Lachlan route ? No ; the Lachlan route must have the drawback of 
having to keep a considerable distance from the river. I have seen the water 25 miles on each side of the 
river.
2792. How far back would you have to go ? 30 miles. _
2793. Is it easy to do that ? It is ; but you expect to get a great deal of traffic from the banks by farming.
2794. But you would not take the railway into a bog for the sake of traffic ? No ; you will have to get
the railway and lose your traffic. _ _
2795. Would a man growing produce on the Lachlan cart his traffic to the market rather than bring it to

' the railway ? He could not cart, sometimes, a large waggon to the railway. It is a fearful bog-hole.
2796. But the local municipalities will make roads, I suppose, in time ? Tes.
2797. Tou don’t look upon that as condemning the Lachlan route ? No. -
2798. Its gradients would be easy ? Tes.
2799. And it is fertile soil ? Tes.
2800. And it is a district which must be railroaded sooner or later ? Tes ; if it is to be opened up.
2801. There is no question that we must make a railway to Condobolin ? Tes.
2801L And from Condobolin to Broken Hill would be as short as from Nyngan to Broken Hill ? I think 
it would.
2802. Mr. O' Sullivan.'} Have you formed any opinion as to the permanency of the mines ? Tes.
2803. What is your opinion? I believe fifty years hence we should be finding^ new permanent mines, 
especially after the discovery which occurred here last Saturday. We find new and rich mines every 4ay 
of the month.
2804. Have you any knowledge of the Darling trade ? No.
2805. Mr. Hurley.} Tou have knowledge concerning the supply of iron at various mines? Tes; I am 
largely interested in the flux question.
2806. What is the quality of the material sold to the various mines ? The iron we supply from our iron 
mountain is hematite iron.
2807. Is there any kidney ore in this district ? I don’t know of any.
2808. Any silicious ? Tes ; a great deal of it is silicious. '
2809. Tou have an abundance of it ? Tes ; ive have an abundance 2 miles from the proposed railway

. route. .
2810. What is the largest output you could reckon upon for a series of years—say, for ten years ? About
1,000 tons a week, I think.
2811. And then the mine would not be exhausted ? No.
2812. So that the silver-mines can look upon a plentiful supply of flux, in the shape of iron ore, from that 
district for a considerable time to come ? Tes.

. 2813. What is your output now ? It is hardly anything, for the reason that the mine is in a state of
" transition, and having no railway it hardly pa3rs to send it by carts. We are proposing to make a tramway 

of our own if the railway does not come.
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2814. What is the price per ton? Delivered here, it is 22s. per ton. It costs 10s. a ton to deliver.
2815. Chairman^] With regard to these two lines of railway from Cowra to Broken Hill, and from Nyngan 
to Broken Hill—which is the longer line to he constructed ? Brora Cowra to Broken Hill.
2816. Is it not much longer ? Yes ; a great deal longer.
2817. Have you examined the country between Nyngan, Cohar, Wilcannia, and Broken Hill, so as to he 
able to speak as to its agricultural nature ? No.
2818. You are not aware that crops of every kind are grown there in great abundance ? No ; but I am
sure it is a fact. _
2819. With regard to this route through the Lachlan, have you examined right through to Broken Hill ?
No ; as far as Ivanhoe. _
2820. How far is that from Cowra ? 300 miles. From Blayney to Cowra is 45 miles. It is 420 miles 
from Blayney to Broken Hill, via Cowra. One distance would he 550 miles from Blayney, via Nyngan, to 
Broken Hill, of which 200 miles are made ; and the other line is 415 miles, of which 45 miles are made ; 
so that you would have to construct, in one case, 370 miles, and in the other case about 350 miles.
2821. You referred to the country 25 miles from the Lachlan Biver as being of a swampy character ? 
It is not swampy in the sense that reeds grow, but it gets fearfully wet from the floods.
2822. When you get beyond that 25 miles distance, what is the character of the country ? The country 
then loses its richness to a certain extent, and becomes a little ridgy.

■ 2823. Does it not become of a barren character? Yes, certainly ; the other is alluvial.
2824. It is not of such a general good character between here and Cobar ? No ; I should say it is not.
2825. If this line were constructed we should lose sight entirely of the Wilcannia trade ? Yes.
2826. If the Wilcannia trade is to be secured by railway it will be necessary that the line to Wilcannia 
should be made, even if the Lachlan line is made ? Yes.

O. E. Hogg, 
Esq. '

21 Oct., 1889.

Mr. Joseph Nolan, prospector and contractor, Broken Hill, sworn, and examined:—
2827. Mr. Tonkin.'] What are you ? A prospector and contractor, Broken Hill. Mr. J. Nolan.
2828. How long have you been in this district ? Bifteen years. • /---- ----- -
2829. You have a good knowledge of the country all around ? Yes ; within a radius of 200 miles. 21 Oct., 1889.
2830. What is the character of the country between here and Menindie ? Hood agricultural ground.
2831. Is there any agriculture carried on ? No; only a small patch close to Menindie Lake.
2832. Is that carried on by irrigation? No ; by natural rainfalls.
2833. Have you seen any crops there this year ? I have grown crops, without irrigation, of about 3 tons 
per acre, about 10 miles from Ivanhoe.
2834. What have you grown ? Wheat for fodder.
2835. How many years have you grown these crops ? Two years in succession. I got 3 tons per acre 
about 11 years ago. This was at Clare, near Ivanhoe.
2836. Was there any other agriculture carried on there ? Yes ; by Mr. Crombie, at Tilton.
2837. What area did he have under cultivation ? 20 acres.
2838. Was his crop equally as good as yours? Yes, better ; he grew on a sand-hill.
2839. Has he continued to grow a crop there ? He has not done so. these ten years, but before that he 
did very successfully.
2840. How many crops have you known grown there by other parties in the district ? Three or four, at
Tilton. .
2841. Each year following the other ? Yes.
2842. And there has been no blank through want of rain ? This was upon sand. The sand is of a damp 
nature on the Orlando Creek.
2843. If you chose a place for irrigation you would choose sand? The sandier the better.
2844. You have no doubt crops could be grown there without irrigation? No; I would like to see
irrigation. ,
2845. But you have grown them without irrigation ? Yes.
2846. What is the average number of crops you would have, say in five continuous years ? Well, I have 
'seen three years without a drop of rain at all at the Barrier.
2847. And then you would have no crops at all ? No. '
2848. Can you give an idea of the average number of crops you would have ? I should think two years 
in five.
2849. Would there be any great difficulty in irrigating the land you speak of ? No.
2850. How could it be irrigated ? By a natural race—you could start from Euabalong to the Willandra 
Creek.
2851. Did you hear the questions asked by Dr. Harran about damming this Willandra Creek, and forcing
the water back ? No. ’ '
2852. Could that be done easily ? It is not a good place to dam.
2853. Can you force the water back ? It has been tried often for fifteen years.
2854. And has it been a failure, or a success ? The station-holders did not expend sufficient money.
2855. Do you know the country between here and Wilcannia? I have been from Wilcannia to Mount 
Browne.
2856. Is that a similar country to that you have spoken of? No ; quite different. Erom Wilcannia to 
Mount Browne is a mineral country.
2857. Do you know whether there is much mining in the district between here and Mount Browne ?
Scarcely any between here and Mount Browne, but there is plenty at Mount Browne.
2858. What is the population of Mount Browne ? About 700.
2859. Is it a mining population ? No. There are small stations all around for about 10 miles out. It 
has been a large station, which was cut up ten years ago.
2860. If a railway were constructed to Broken Hill, via Menindie, would that be of any benefit to the 
Mount Browne district ? Yes ; but not much.
2861. Not so much as via Wilcannia? Erom Bourke to Mount Browne is the most direct route.
It is about 240 miles. . '
2862. Hew far is it from Wilcannia to Mount Browne? 180 miles. ‘ _

2863.



166
9Q PAELXAMEIvTAEX SXAJfDIK'G COJOIITTEE 0>T PUBLIC WORKS.

Mr. J. Nolan. 2863. "Would that, be the nearest point to Mount Browne, supposing the railway were constructed from 
Wilcannia, and from Wilcannia to Broken Hill ? Yes ; Wilcannia would be the nearest point. 

c •> • 2864. Is there any agricultural land between here and Wilcannia ? Yes; for 40 miles,—all down tho banks
of the Darling.
2865. There would be no difficulty in growing crops there, providing it was irrigated? No; crops would 
grow anywhere in the Barrier if you irrigate.
2866. Do you know anything about the country beyond Ivanhoe ? Yes; toivards Booligal and New 
Orlando. I have travelled along the creek to Mossgeil.
2867. What class of country is that ? All good agricultural country.
2868. A railway along that route would be ol: great benefit ? Yes ; better than the other.
2869. Do you know that the line could not run parallel to the river owing to the floods ? Yes ; but there 
are only patches of floods. It is not ail flooded for miles back.
2870. O'Sullivan.'] You were the discoverer of the -water scheme at Stephen’s Creek ? I am the pro
moter at Stephen s Creek and the Darling. My idea was to bring the water first from Stephen’s Creek, 
and then to to go on to the Darling, and bring it in an open viaduct.
28/1. If these schemes are carried out, will there be a constant supply of water ? Yes, I am positive 
there is a supply for domestic purposes from Stephen’s Creek for years.'
2872. And the mining is not likely to be impaired during a dry season for want of water ? No.
28/3. You say you prospected within 200 miles of Broken Hill? Yes.
28/4. Therefore you can form an opinion as to the mineral character of this region ? Yes.
2875. What is that opinion ? I think we have the best of it in Broken Hill.
28/6. Do you think any of the country between here and Mount Browne has mineral wealth ? Yes, for 
about 30 miles from the South Australian border, right up to Mount Browne.
28/7. Is thfit a silver or a gold country ? It is both. There is a piece of country on this side of Mount 
Browne which -we have never been able to get into to prospect. It is marked on the map as a rainless 
track of country.

2878. Do you find indications of silver and gold the whole way ? Yes.
a^79'the C0U1}tr7 between here and Mount Browne—say for 20 miles outside Broken Hill, and 
oqoA0Vi r0w 11 e being anything like tested ? Yes, very lightly ; there are patches on the surface.
2880. Do you consider that a line to Mount Browne would lead to a large development of the mineral 
country ? Not from here.

2881. Where from ? Prom Bourke.
you are aware that at the present time the whole of the trade of Mount Browne goes to 

VVilcannia? Yes.
ooo?' d°1eS ?° t0 Wi,camiia instead of Bourke ? Because the track is better watered.
2884. Is Bourke or Wilcannia the natural market for Mount Browne ? Wilcannia. ,
2885. Do not all the stock from Queensland come down by Wilcannia ? Yes.
2886. And all the goods required by the Mount Browne people, when the river is up, are sent by
VVilcannia? Yes. j. > j

a li],le 7ere constructed from here to Mount Browne, would not it be more likely to feed the 
Adelaide trade than the Sydney trade ? Yes.
2888. A line taken from Wilcannia to Mount Browne would achieve the same obiect of developing the 
resources of the country, whilst it would keep the trade in New South Wales ? Yes.
2889. "Which of these routes would you prefer ? The Menindie to Hay.
2890. Why do you say that, outside of the reasons you gave to Mr. Tonkin—outside of the agricultural 
reason. I understand you to favour this line, because it would run through good agricultural country ?

2891. Have you any other reason for it ? No, but there is a great quantity of timber past Menindie. 
Thousands and thousands of tons.
ground^11^ kind °f C0Untry is between Claro ant!- Menindie ? All level country; good agricultural

2893. Anything like the Darling flats ? About the same. In some places there are small patches of 
limestone. r

- 2894 Which line do you think would serve the most stock,—the one via Nyngan, or Cowra and Menindie? 
1 could not answer. The stock are beyond Paroo.
2895 Dr. Garran.] I understand you to say that from Condobolin to Menindie is good agricultural 
country ? Yes, from Booligal to Menindie.
2896. Is it much inferior between Menindie and here? No, it is about the same until about 12 miles 
from Broken Hill. Then you come to the hills.
oqoI' ?Ut ]?eyon<l that circuit—out of the mineral district—it is good agricultural country ? Yes.

u IzuerS:fI11,dr theyeis a large circle of mineral country around here with Broken Hill as a centre, 
and another with Mount Browne as a centre ? Yes.
2899. But between these two centres is the country mineral ? Yes, all the wav from hero to Mount 
onn^11 a' , , ere 18 a small patch about 20 miles, about which we know nothing. ^
2900. And that may he mineral too ? Tes.
2901. You are certain that from here to Mount Browne there is a belt of country, 20 miles wide, more or
less mineralised ? Yes. J ’
290,2’ ^Tthi? tha* 20 miles there wil1 be payable mines discovered ? Yes ; I believe I could find one 
or two 40 miles from here

^hfre 18 eyer7 that there will be payable mines discovered ? Yes.
W T W T that,belJ and is tbere if much mineral country ? Yes ; it is somewhat similar,

+ e on y n en hrough it. There are copper mines between Wilcannia and here, one was opened 
twenty years ago. - ’ 1
fmreferrinato6 ^ C°PPer between Wilcannia and Mount Browne ? That is the district I

2906. It is not exactly on the road to either place ? No, in angle between the two,
290/. JJo you know the road from here to Menindie P Yes.
2908, Is it easy country for a railway ? It could not be better.

2909.
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2909. Would tnero be aay local traffic likely to spring uo upon it ? Limestone and ironstone would L Noan.
come this way. * v
2910. If we got 20 miles beyond here, could the people on the plains grow fodder between that 20 miles ^ *88®‘
and Menindie ? Tes, with irrigation.
2911. Where would they get the water? IVoni the Darling. .
2912. Do you think -water enough could be spared from the Darling to irrigate that distance ? Tes : two
or three times a year. '
nnH T0L[ water could be spared from the Darling for 50 miles back ? Tes ; in an open viaduct.
2914. And farms could be supplied from it ? Tes.
291o. Tou are of opinion that from Menindie to within 20 miles of this place, we could locate farmers 
■who could grow fodder to supply this place ? Tes. ■

T°u are sure there is a large mineral future before this north-west corner of New South Wales ?
1 es ; tor twenty or thirty years.
2917. Lou were speaking of the flooded land on the Lachlan; when it is not flooded it is rich land?
Yes ; it grows well in the summer, .
om o' Tir* ^ Srow tobacco there ? I never heard of it, but I have been away ten years.
, ,' ’. t, ic Hood prevent that land from being farmed ? No ; because there are some little necks of
land wffiich could be drained off.
2920. If the railway were made 20 or 30 miles back from the river, would the bulk of the land between 
the railway and the river be occupied agricultural land ? Tes.
2921. Have you been on the Willandra Billabong ? Tes.
2922. Is the land fertile on either side ? Y"es.

How far back from the Lachlan does the Willandra Billabong run ? It goes down towards 
Menindie.
ff- How far back from the Lachlan does it run ? One hundred and fifty miles.
29’-5. And if the Lachlan were dammed and the water forced along there, you could take water 150 miles 
towards Menindie ? Tou could take it right to Euston.
2920. If the railway were within reasonable reach, you could have fodder-growing farmers all alono- the 
line to the Willandra Billabong ? Tes. & o o
2927. How near to Menindie would that bring you ? Forty miles.
onoo’ xt ^terTCmog 40 miles level ? Tes ; the natural fall of the country is about 3 feet to the mile.
2929. How tar from the termination of the Billabong would it be to Tallywalka Creek ? I cannot say ; 
it is a succession of lakes down.
2930. What is the distance between the head of the Willandra and the head of the Tallywalka Creek P
I do not know. *
ooqo' arT ra^e y°u can t>ririg the Willandra water within 50 miles of Menindie ? No, not altogether. 
2J3A Do you mean to say, we could make a continuous canal between the Lachlan and the Darling ? 
That is my idea. ’
2933- Tou have not surveyed it ? No; but I have experience of these works.
2934. Have you cut races ? Tes.
2935. Tou think that is an advisable thing, then ? Tes.
2936. Tou could make a canal along the side of the railway ? Tes.
2937. And have farms on both sides of the canal ? Tes.

we coulfl have a canal running by the side of the railway, all the wav from the Lachlan to 
within 30 miles of this place ? Tes. ■'

2939.
2940.
2941.
2942.
2943.
2944.
2945.

Mr. I rancis J oily, mining manager, sworn and examined :—
Chairman.] Tou are the mining manager of the Junction Company? Tes.
Mr. Hurley.] What is the area of your property ? Eifty-two acres.
What is the deepest level ? Three hundred feet.
What is the number of men employed ? About fifty at present.
WThat is the output of ore ? About 150 tons a week. '
Is it treated on the mine ? No ; it is smelted at Dry Creek.
How far is that from here ? Two hundred and ninety-two miles. .

2946.. What quantity of coke do you use in a month ? We are not using any more than is required for 
assaying purposes, which is a small quantity.
2947. How much limestone ? We are not using anv.
2948. How much, coal ? Perhaps 20 or 30 cwt. a month for the smith’s shop.
2949. What about firewood ? We are using about 60 tons a month.
2950. What about stores ? About 60 tons a month also.
2951. What about the quantity of ore you send away from the mine ? For the last three months, 1,500
tons. Our tonnage for the last three months, inward and outward, was 1,710 tons, including stores, 
firewood, and timber. °
2952. Will you enumerate the articles? Timber, 90 tons; stores, &c., 60 tons ; firewood, 60 tons ; ore sent 
away, l,o00 tons; making a total of 1,710 tons. When the furnaces are completed at Port Adelaide, 
irom 350 to 400 tons of ore will be despatched weekly.
one!)’ k'TA of timber do you use in working the mine ? Stringybark sawn timber. ,
2954- Ho you prefer it to soft Oregon pine ? I think it is better where the ground is likely to be heavy. 
It will stand a greater pressure, and is more durable.
2955. What about the cost of it ? I think Oregon will be a little more expensive ; but I do not suppose 
it would be much. Ihe timber is more expensive in the first instance. There is not the same freight 
upon ik 1 do not suppose there would be a great difference in the expense of delivering Oregon or

29o6. What quantity of bullion have you sent away ? We have sent none away, because our ore is 
smelted at Dry Creek. J
2957. Can you tell us the quantity of bullion produced from the ore you send away? No; we sell the 
ore by assay, and I think the ore would average about 25 per cent,

. 5 ^a)~^

Mr. F. Jolly. 

21 Oct., 1889.
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Mr. i1. Jolly. 2958. But you look upon the payments made for the ore as sufficiently remunerative to term the mine a
---- - dividend-paying mine ? I think so, in the future.

.21 Oct., 1889. 2959. You look upon the mine as having a good future before it ? I do.
2960. And likely to give employment to a large number of men ? Yes.
2961. What is the rate of wages P £3 a week for miners.
2962. Have you any difficulty in getting men ? JSTo ; not for some time past.
2963. Are you likely to put on a large number more ? Yes ; in two or three months from this.
2964. Looking at the different mines in the surrounding country, do you form a good opinion as to the 
field lasting ? Certainly I do.
2965. Is it likely to give employment to a larger number than it has given employment to already ? Yes ;
I believe in a few years hence there will be considerably more miners working than now. _
2966. Have you any knowledge of the country within a radius of 50 miles ? Ho ; I have not been in the 
district more than fourteen months, and during that time my attention has been confined to this main 
line.
2967. Prior to coming here you were engaged in mining, I presume ? Yes.
2968. In silver? Ho, not in silver. I have managed in this country both gold-mines and copper-mines.
2969. Supposing you had the mine in full work, what quantity of ore could you put out per week over two 
years ? When the Company’s furnaces are completed at Port Adelaide, from 350 to 400 tons of ore 
could be easily despatched per week. Then our firewood requirements would be 120 tons per month ; 
mining timber, 80 tons per month ; mining stores &c., 30 tons per month ; and the ore despatched will be 
1,600 tons per month ; or a total inward and outward by rail of 457i tons per week, or 1,830 tons per 
month.
2970. Do you consider that will go in and out over a considerable period of time ? I could not say what 
length of time ; but I know it will continue for a considerable length of time, and I think it will be 
increased. It is more likely to be increased than to be diminished.
2971. Mr. Copeland.] How many tons of ore do you say you would be likely to send away in the future, 
when you get the new furnaces up ? Three hundred and fifty or 400 tons weekly. The ore will be treated 
in Adelaide when the Company’s furnaces are completed, which will be this year.
2972. How many new furnaces ? Two.
2973. Have you not paid dividends this year ? Ho.
2974. How much capital have you expended ? I am not in a position to answer that correctly. I know 
there have only been three calls made of 6d. per share.
2975. You have winding machinery ? Yes.
2976. Are you working more than one shaft? We are working up the south shaft; but we are not doing 
a great deal there. The principal work is being confined to the main shaft.
2977. You have stated that you were using stringybark for driving timber';—where does it come from ? 
To the best of my knowledge, from Tasmania. I buy it from the timber merchant here, but I know it 
comes through Port Pirie.
2978. You have not had enough experience of the field to know whether pine will stand as well as stringy
bark ? I am satisfied it will not stand the same pressure, and there is not the same durability in it, even 
presuming you do not require the pressure.
2979. Would you consider, in vertical timbering, according to the principle adopted here, that Oregon 
pine would be much easier split than stringybark and hardwood ? Of course soft timber is easier to work.
2980. But would not the pine be more likely to split from pressure ? Certainly.
2981. On a downward pressure would it not be more likely to crush the timber than split it ? Yes.
2982. And split timber would be more likely to stand than sawn timber? Yes; but I question if you 
could get it sufficiently truly split to put the timber in in the way it is done here.
2983. Do you use any round timber for props ? Square timber has taken its place.
2984. Are you using sawn timber for slabs? Yes; there is nothing else here. There are no stringy

’ bark forests about here from which we could be supplied.
2985. Do you prefer using this hardwood to the softwood at the same price ? That would depend upon 
the pressure of ground which is likely to come upon the timber. If it could be got as cheap, I think I 
should prefer the hardwood.
2986. Are you stoping? We are commencing now at the 300-feet level.
2987. What is the width of the lode ? Forty feet.
2988. You know the system of stoping in the Proprietary mine ? Yes.
2989. Do you consider it a safe method of timbering ? Yes ; I fail to see how it could be timbered more 
securely.
2990. Do you think it will be safe after the next level is sloped out ? That depends in a great measure 
upon the nature of the country on either side—whether the walls are rotten or whether it is hard standing 
ground.
2991. What is your experience as to the side pressure from the hanging walls ? Wherever I have been 
here, it is not heavy so far.
2992. Prom your general knowledge of the district, you look forward to a good future for the field ? 
I do.
2993. Do you think the people would be inclined to do business with Sydney if the railway were open ? 
I presume they would be prepared to do business with those who would do it the cheapest for them.
2994. Mr. Tonkin.] What is the reason your company has decided to treat their ore at Adelaide instead 
of here ? It was considered some time ago that ore could be treated cheaper in Adelaide than on the 
field, inasmuch as flux could be procured cheaper. That was the idea the Directors had when they moved 
in the matter.
2995. Do you think that is the case ? I am hardly in a position to say. If what Mr. Sylvester Brown, 
one of the principal Directors, says is correct—if the flux can be got at 9s. a ton—then I think it would be 
cheaper to smelt it there ; but I do not know whether that can be done.
2996. Do you think, if there was a material reduction in the cost of coke delivered here, it would be better
to treat the ore here ? Of course, if there were a great reduction in the cost of coke delivered on the 
field it would make all the difference in the world. I think matters are pretty evenly balanced as to the 
cheapness of treating the ore on the fields or on the sea-board. I do not think there is a great margin 
either way ; but certainly if coke could be brought here cheaper, of course the smelting could be done 
cheaper. 2997.
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2997. Has it not lately been proved that flux could be got here cheaper than was anticipated some time Mr. S’. Jolly,
ago? I have read a great deal about that in the papers. It is said it can be got cheaper than it could —\
be some time ago. 1 do not know what they are paying now. 21 0ct-> 1889*
2998. Is not the principal expense attached to everything connected with mining the cost of carriage ? '
Tes.
2999. How much ore will a ton of coke smelt ? I could not tell you.
3000. But you know there would be more than the weight in ore treated by the ton of coke ? I think so.
3001. Then you would have to pay carriage upon a greater amount of ore than you would upon coke if you 
were smelting away ? Tes.
3002. If you got the flux at nearly the same price it would be as cheap to do it here as send it away ?
Tes. . .
3003. Have you much water in your mine ? Scarcely any. The new North Broken Hill are draining us.
Their 300-feet level is 18 feet below ours, and consequently they are taking the water.

Ml’. Francis James Odling, mining manager, sworn and examined :—
3004. Mr. O’ Sullivan.'] What are you ? Mine manager to the Pinnacle Tribute Silver Mining Com- Mr.
pany. F. J. Odling.
3005. Will you make a short statement about the prospects of your mine ? The Pinnacle Tribute is just
starting concentrating machinery. This week we have started the first half of the machinery. I have 2^- Ocfc-> 1889. 
returns, for the three months ending September, of the total amount of goods inwards and outwards. Por 
July, August, and September, the total amount inwards is 85 tons, and the total amount outwards is 397 
tons. I am also manager of the Pinnacle Consols Co., and the Tribute. Por that period of time about 45 
tons went outwards from the Pinnacle Consols.
3006. Where do you obtain your fuel? Prom the surrounding district.
3007. Can you give us the particulars in regard to that ? The fuel for the three months ending 
September lias been 479 cords of firewood. I hope before the close of the year to have the other half of 
our plant started, when, of course, these figures will rise immediately. I estimate that we shall probably 
require in the future 50 cords of firewood per week. I am taking a cord of wood to weigh 2|- tons, and 
that would make 125 tons.
3008. Do you desire to state anything further in regard to fuel or stores ? The wood is getting very scarce.
The teams have to go a long distance. The water is an important question to the Pinnacles. In dry 
seasons it becomes an important question as to what we should do for firewood, which has to be obtained 
by means of bullock teams. If we could get coal it would be a great thing for the Company.
3009. If the railway were constructed to Broken Hill, and would land you coal at £2 per ton from Lithgow, 
that would be a great accommodation to your mine ? It would be an increase upon the price we pay at 
the present. I estimate one ton of coal to be equal to two cords of wood. We pay 18s. per cord, or 36s. for . 
two cords; therefore, we should want one ton of coal for 36s.
3010. If coal could be landed at £1 17s. 6d. per ton, your mine wnuld then become a consumer of coal.
It would be a very great thing for the Company, and by that means you would be able to carry on your 
operations more successfully ? Certainly.
3011. How many men have you employed ? 150 men and boys.
3012. Is that the full strength ? No, we shall be increasing as the mine develops. It is developing 
every day.
3013. Where do you have the smelting done ? Our concentrates are sent to Port Adelaide.
3014. Is there any probability of that being done in Broken Hill ? There can be no question with the
facilities of a railway, and wThen flux and fuel could be obtained cheaply, it would be a great temptation 
to us to instantly start to reduce the ore. .
3015. Are there any other mines around you ? There is the Lady Bevis, and the Kinchega,. Pinnacle 
North, Pinnacle South, and Pinnacle Junction.
3016. Are these mines working now ? Notone.
3017. Are they likely to be opened if the railway is taken near them ? I should think so, but I do not 
know much about that.
3018. Mr Tonkin.] AVPat do you pay for the carriage of your concentrates to Adelaide ? 8s. from the 
mine to Broken Hill by teams, and from Broken Hill to Port Adelaide 25s. 6d. per ton—that is 33s. 6d. 
from the mine.
3019. If you had smelting machinery on the ground, would you require to concentrate ? Tes, certainly. -
3020. How do you manage for water when you are concentrating ? We have sufficient water in the mine. •
3021. And you think that a ton of coal will only produce as much power as two tons of wood,—have you '
tried coal in opposition to wood ? No. • ■
3022. Would you be surprised to hear from the evidence we have taken already from people who have , 
had experience in the two articles, that 1 ton of coal will go further in producing steam than 3 tons of 
wood ? I do not know, but I am glad to hear it.
3023. Under those circumstances it would be of much more benefit to you? So it would; We should
be very glad indeed of the coal. *
3024. In the event of your not being'able to get coal under this extra price, have you an unlimited supply 
of wood ? No, we are getting further afield ; eonsequentlv, it will cost more.
3025. Then it is absolutely necessary you should have some means of getting fuel ? Tes, in the
near future. ,
3026. Mr. Copeland.] How far are you carrying wood now ? The contractor says it is 7 miles.
3027. In what direction is your mine situated ? To the south of the Broken Hill lode.
3028. Is it supposed to be on the same line of lode ? No. ,
3029. What is the distance between the Pinnacle and the Proprietary blocks ? It is estimated at about 
10 miles.
3030. In what direction are you bringing firewood at the present time ? Further south.
3031. What does your claim consist of,—have you leases ? Tes it is leasehold.
3032. How much ground have you on the Pinnacle tribute ? About eight 40-acre blocks, and there is 
one of 20.

3033.
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■ Mf* 3033. For what length on the line of the lode have you proved it? 250 feet in length.
F. J. Odling. 3034, And to what depth? We are sinking now shafts at 250 feet.

3035. At what depth from the surface did you first strike the lode ? We opened out at 100 feet, and put
the cross cutting there. .
3036. What width was the lode at 100 feet ? It averages about 17 feet.
3037. And at the next level? At 200 feet it is about 17 feet. It bulges in places, and then widens 
again.
3038. Tou consider the lode to average 17 feet in width ? Tes.
3039. And what distance longitudinally have you driven ? About 250 feet.
3040. That is all you have'proven—250 feet in length and 17 feet in width ? Tes.
3041. What is the nature of your ore? Sulphide. ,
3042. Can you say what the average grading is for silver ? Of course the richer portions are hand-picked 
and bagged. They will go 40 per cent, of lead and 69 oz. of silver. The ore goes into the concentrator 
at 12 per cent, and 20 ounces of silver.
3043. And you crush the poorer ore ? Tes; and concentrate it.
3044. What machinery have you for concentrating? We have a fine steam stamp of modern pattern.
3045. What is the lowest gracle ore you can work profitably ? The machinery has only been running a 
short time, and I have not gone into the matter yet.
3046. Tou have not paid any dividends ? No.
3047. What have you expended in capital in developing the mine ? The nominal capital of the Company 
is £120,000. I cannot say what is the actual called-up capital. I am only the mining manager.
3048. I suppose you have winding and pumping engines ? Tes.
3049. Do you find water troublesome at all ? We should be very glad to be troubled with water. At 
present we have sufficient.
3050. Is that your chief source of supply—the water from the shaft ? Tes ; for concentrating purposes 
solely.
3051. Is the water drinkable from the shaft? No ; it contains 3 per cent of solid residue —about twice 
the saltness of the sea.
3052. I suppose the same information you have supplied the Committee in reference to the Pinnacle 
Tribute will apply to the Pinnacle Consols, except as to the mining developments ? Tes.
3053. What have you done on the Pinnacle Consols ? The shaft has been sunk 180 feet, and we have
opened out one drive, and we are now cross-cutting to the lode. There has been little work done 
hitherto. .
3054. Does the Pinnacle Consols adjoin the Pinnacle Tribute ? Tes ; it is nearly at right angles.
3055. Do they both contain a similar class of ore ? Tes.
3056. Have you taken much ore out of the Consols ? Very little at present.
3057. Have you proved the width of the lode ? There are three lodes in the shaft, and wo know the 
width of one, and that is 11 feet.
3058. Do you consider each of those lodes to be payable ? Undoubtedly.
3059. And you anticipate being able to pay dividends in the future ? Tes ; in the very near future.
3060. So that you look forward to a prosperous career for both mines ? I certainly do.
3061. What timber are you using down below? Yery little. We use filling in. We use the small 
timber.
3062. Are you using hard wood or soft wood ? We use the largest of tho firewood which comes in.
3063. Have you any furnaces on the mine at all ? There is one water jacket.
3064. Have you any intention of erecting furnaces for yourself on tho mine ? I have no doubt it will be 
considered at an early date.
3065. Mr. HurleyHad you any experience in silver-mining prior to taking tho management of the
mine here? No. .
3066. Ton can give no information as to the probable stability of the mine in comparison with mines
elsewhere ? No; it is a true fissure lode, and will probably go to greater depths than we should be able to 
follow. *
3067. Are you a geologist? No ; I have a smattering of it.

Mr. Edwin Hornsby, ironmonger, Broken Hill, sworn, and examined :—
Chairman?^ What are you ? Ironmonger, and manager for Walter Sully.
What business do you carry on ? Hardware, general, and grocery,—in a large way of business. 
Can you give any information as to your imports during a recent period ? For the last six months 

—April to September—we have imported 352 tons of goods, upon w'hich we have paid for carriage £1,049, 
or at the rate, in round numbers, of about £3 a ton.
3071. Have you experienced any inconvenience in dealing with Sydney at any time during your business ? 
Tes.
3072. What has it been ? The great difficulty I have experienced has been in the time it takes in sending 
orders here from Sydney, and the time it takes to receive the goods ; nine or twelve months ago I was 
in Sydney, and I was very anxious at that time to cultivate a trade with Sydney people. At that time 
they almost ignored the Barrier trade. Mr. McNeil, of Briscoe, Drysdale & Co., and W. S. Friend, and 
others, said it was too far away, but since then 1 have ascertained, through their travellers calling more 
frequently, that they are anxious to pick up a trade. The difficulty has been in the time of transit. At 
that time, they had the steamer “Franklin” on, and they promised me they would run here once a week for 
alternate weeks, but that fell off altogether. Therefore, I had almost to abandon the Sydney trade.
3073. If better means of intercourse were afforded would you prefer to do business with Sydney ? Well, 
I should like to have the other market, it would be a larger market to choose from.
3074. That would be a great advantage ? It would. I have no doubt there are lines I could buy better 
in Sydney than anywhere, and I should like to take advantage of them if I could get them here in reasonable 
tiem.
3075. In dealing with buggies tsll us what you have to pay for them, and for their transit ? A fortnight 
ago I had some buggies from Harris and Ackroan, The total amoupt of the ipvoice was £64 for four

’ buggies,

Mr.
E. Hornsby. 

21 rw. isso

3068.
3069.
3070.
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’buggies, upon wbicb I had to pay £45 10s. 2d. expenses. That is prohibitory. I could sell any number 
of them if I could get them here at £5 or £6, which I think is a reasonable freight; but when you are 
charged £11 for a £15 buggy, it simply stops the sale of it. ■ 21 n t irro
3076-7. We may take your experience to be like that of people'generally in business in Broken Hill ? 21 0ct-’ 1889' 
Certainly; I don’t see why I should be an exception from others.
30/8. If better means of communication were afforded, you would, of course all things being equal, go to 
the market where you have the largest choice ? Certainly, where I could reap the benefit.
3079. Mr. O’ Sullivan.'] By what route did these buggies come ? By Port Adelaide and Port Pirie, and 
here by railway.
3080. _ You say, if you could obtain them at a reasonable figure from Sydney, you could do a large trade in -
them in this district ? Undoubtedly.
3031. And that remark applies to many other lines? Yes; to merchandize generally.
3082. You spoke about the steamer Pranklin,—where was she to run from ? Prom Sydney to Port Pirie 
direct; and they could, I believe have cultivated a splendid trade; but perhaps there was pressure brought to 
bear somewhere, and she xvas taken off.
3083. Have you been here long ? About two years.
3084. And you have seen a rapid increase of population ? Yes.
3085. What is your opinion about the prospects of this place ? My own trade is increasing very rapidly 
and successfully, and I infer from that that the future will be equal to the present, if not better.
3086. Do you see around you indications of permanency in the buildings or appearance of the town ? Yes.
I see that shanties are giving way to nice little cottages ; cottages are giving way to better houses ; and 
houses of a better class are giving way to—not mansions—but superior villa residences.
3087. Haveyou seen any marked alteration in the character of the hotels and stores within thelast few years ?
Yes; they are all improving and advancing.

John Stubbs, Esq., Manager of the Bank of Australasia, at Broken Hill, sworn, and examined :—
3088. Chairman.] You are the manager of the Bank of Australasia, at Broken Hill ? Yes. J. Stubbs,
3089. How long have you been here ? I have been here permanently sixteen months, and have been Esq.
connected with the Barrier two and a half years. ^
3090. What has been your experience as to banking business here during that time ? I find it has been 2* ®ct,> 1889. 
increasing almost continually. When I came here first, there was one bank and 4,000 or 5,000 people;—
and there are now eight banks, and I do not think any one of them has any idea of closing at the present 
time. Some of them, of course, came late, after the boom, and their prospects were not so good as those 
before it; but I think there is bound to be a further increase of business. ■
3091. Does your bank get the bulk of the mining business ? Yes ; I think we have the bulk of the 
companies, and we do a large business in negotiating scrip drafts, and also advancing against scrip.
3092. Do you find that business of a stable character ? Yes ; I have every evidence of it.
3093. Are your transactions very large ? Yes.
3094. Do the pay-sheets go through your bank ? Yes ; we have the pay-sheets of the mines. I think the 
Proprietary Mine pays about £8,000 a week or £16,000 a fortnight. Block 14 Company, pays about 
£4,000 a fortnight. That is all I can remember at present. The other mines are in proportion.
3095. With regard to the advances you make, do you find the securities generally are of a good character— 
you do not have to foreclose ? JSTo; the advances are comparatively small as against freehold, and after 
they are made they are very quickly paid off.
3096. From a business point of view, and from your experience as a banker, do you consider Broken Hill 
is on a safe and permanent footing ? Yes ; I have no hesitation in saying so.
3097. And that it is likely to increase ? I think so. .
3098. What premises do you occupy—rented ? Yes ; we have a brick building leased. There are two 
years to run yet. It was built in the early days here.

^011 con^emP^a^e building permanent offices ? Yes ; the difficulty at present is in getting a site 
Ihe building^we have now was built for a bank and residence ; but we find it too small to conduct the 
ordinary businesss in.
3100. You find, I suppose, the value of the property for building purposes goes up very much ? Yes 
wonderfully during the last few months.
oino’ accoun^s bi a sound state ? Yes ; and business generally is on a sound footing.
3102. Mr. O Sullivan.] Can you give us any idea of the unimproved value of property in Argent-street ?
i think, the value m the main block was about £50 a foot a month agoJ but it could not be bought for 
that now. . °
3103. Is there any probability that it will rise higher ? Tes, every probability.
3104. Mr Hurley.] What is the value of land in the cross streets ? That does not bear such a high 
' aiue, but it is bound to come. The town is a very long one, and I think it will increase in the width.

Mr.
E. Horosby.

BROKEN" HILL, TUESDAY, 22 OCTOBER, 1889.
[The Sectional Committee met in the Council Chamler, Broken Hill.]

Present:—
ThelloNOBAEBE WILLIAM JOSEPH TEICKETT (Citaieman).

The Hon. And hew G-abeatt. James Ebenezee Tonkin, Esq.
Henet Copeland, Esq. Edwabd William O’Sullivan, Esq.
. John Huelet, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Kail way from Nyngan to Cobar.

^ Mr. Charles Eley, Traffic Manager of the Silverton Tramway, sworn and examined :__
3105. Chairman.] What position do you occupy ? Traffic Manager of the Silverton Tramway. Mr. C. Eley.
3106. And that is the tramway running from where ? From Cockburn, on the South Australian Border, x
to Broken Hill—a distance ot 36 miles, 3107, 22 Oct., 1889,
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Mr. C. Eley. 3107 Tliafc tramway is the property of a company ? Yes ; called the Silverton Tramway Company. 
ao7TT*~ioaa 3108. Where is the company managed ? In Melbourne, by a local Board of Directors.
22 Oct., issa. g^Qg Qan y0U tell us what the cost of the tramway was ? I could not; I do not know it. I was not here

when it was constructed. mi
3110. Is the rolling-stock the property of the company, or of the South Australian G-overnment f The 
South Austrahan G-overnment. We have some of our own.
3111. Carriages or trucks? We have two locomotives, twenty trucks, and two brake-vans.
3112. Any passenger carriages ? No. . . _ . . .. « ■ xow
3113. So the bulk of the rolling-stock is the property of the South Australian Government ? les.
3114. And worked by arrangement with the company ? Exactly. ■
3115. How long has the tramway been constructed? About a year and ten months. We have been
working the traffic about that time. ; , , . . . ,
3116. The obiect of examining you, is to get, as far as we can, the amount of business done by the tram
way since it started up to the present time have you got any figures that you can give us ? No, I have 
not. The books are kept in Melbourne. You would get that from the Chairman of the Board of

3117. What information have you got here ;—do you not keep any accounts ? All the vouchers go to
Melbourne, and the books are kept there. 9
3118. Have you not brought any documents with you which would give us any information on that head.
No. ’ "
3119. Whv not? I am not at liberty to disclose anything. t , .
3120 But this is a Committee which has powers equal to those of a Supreme Court, and we can compel 
their’production if there are any in your possession ? It places me 111 rather a peculiar position. I am 
not allowed to disclose private information, so what can I do I have no doubt, if you were to ask the 
Chairman of Directors, or the Secretary, you would get the information you require.
3121 Mr O'Sullivan.'] Can you show us one of the last balance-sheets . Ao. . o
3122! Dr. Garran.'] Do you send the vouchers individually and singly do you make up any sheets?
.There are statements which go over. „ t •
3123. ’Chairman.] Have you no duplicates of those? I believe copies are kept.
3124. Have you those copies ? I have not. Our accountant has, 1 expect.
3125. But you are the head officer here, are you not ? Yes. Tin
3126. Do you say you brought no documents at all here? I have brought the rate-list, the time-table, 
the Act, and all that kind of thing.
3127. You mean the tonnage-rates ? Yes; the scheduled rates.
3128. Is that a printed sheet ? Yes. , . 1 t i jt „3129 You mi«ht hand one in ? ■ [Witness handed in list showing the goods classification, parcels and live
stock rates, parcels regulations, and fare-table for the Silverton Tramway Company, on and after the
SlMi^Dr.^^srriin^^re^jmur passenger rates the same as those of the South Australian Govern

ment? No. , . .
3130. Are they higher or lower? They are higher, 1 think.
3131. How much higher ? I could not say; I have never compared them.
3132. Are your goods rates the same ? They bear favourable comparison.
3134.’ ^^£Son?thSetSlVOTy nearly. The first, second, third, and fourth classification, is

3135^Then it is principally in passenger rates that you exceed the amount of the South Australian

Ssffi Youclnnofsay by how much ? No ; about three-fourths of our goods are at rates ranging from 

2d. to 3d. a mile.
S W A* -Mcl, we call a packer tai., two

sX C manySgMds STSyo. d,spate da.l, ? There are tar traio. roa»in6 daily each way ; one 

we consider a passenger train and the other goods.
3140. But they all carry goods ? Yes.
3141. As a rule, do they go away fairly well laden ?
Swf'BSn the whole, the trade balances itself well ? No ; the traffic inwards is greater than outwards.
3143. Your inward traffic is in general goods for the supply of the township ? Yes, and the mines , the 
bulk is with the mines.
3144. More than for the township? Decidedly. .
3145. How' much more ? I should say three-fourths will be with the mines.
3146. And one-fourth for the supply of the township’s necessities ? lies.
3147. And what goes out is mainly the produce of the mines ? Yes.
3148 Do vou send any wool out ? Yes, in the wool season. i - „
3149! Wool is the only other export besides the mineral ore ? Yes ; but we have small lines of sheepskins
and bones, &c. , ,■
3150 Do you dispatch much live stock ? None, comparatively speaking. „ , . ,
3151.’ Do you geAny cattle and sheep here for the supply of meat for the township ? We did last season,
wdien it was dry, but this season we got hardly any. ^ , . , , ,3152 The neighbouring stations supply the meat market ? I think so ; at least they must do so.
3153. How many trucks do you send outivard on each day ? It depends on the class of engine that hauls
the train.

. ££: sortT A full train is twenty vehicles ; I am talldngof

• goods.

Fairly well. Sometimes they have to take empty
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.3156. Id the case of goods, then, that would be twenty trucks, including the brake and 
Eighteen trucks, a brake, and water-tank. -
3157. How much will each truck carry ? The carrying capacity of a truck is 6 tons.
3158. Then six times eighteen would be a full load ? Yes ; but they are not loaded up
3159. A full load will be 108 tons ? Yes, if the trucks are loaded to their limits.
3160. - What do you think is your average load out ? I do not think it would exceed 4 tons per truck.
3161. That would be about 72 tons ? Yes. -
3162. Is that a paying load ? Yes, provided the trains were all full : of course, they have to carry empty
trucks very often. J “ 1 J
3163. Do you think, taking day by day and week by week, you average 60 tons a train ? Yes ; we might
do that. I think we would. ,
3164. And the bulk of what you send away is either mineral ore or bullion ? Yes.
3165. And that is paid for at the rates on the sheet you have put in ? Yes.
3166. You have no information as to the growth of last year’s tonnage ? Ho.
^f67. Have you sent away 60 tons a train for 300 days ;—-that would be 72,000 tons in the year. Do you 
think you sent that away last year ? Ho ; I do not think we did.
3167 2. How much do you think you did send away in the course of the year ? I could not easily guess. 
A very large number of trains last year were sent away with empty trucks.
3168. Still, on the whole, you think you are right in saying your average load outwards is about 60 tons ?
JNo ; not out. Taking it both ways it might average that. ■
3169. What, only 30 tons out and in ? Ho.
3170. You mean averaging the two ? Yes ; the average outward tonnage would not be 60 tons. Taking 
it together, it might range between 50 and 60 each way.
3171. That is,taking each way, there would be 100 tons a day in and out? Yes.
3172. That would be 400 tons a day ? Yes.
3173. It is not less than that ? Ho.
3174. Is the trade pretty regular, or does it come in gushes ? The inward traffic comes in gushes at
times. ° . .

the water-tank ? Mr. C.

22 Oct., 1889 ,
to their limits.,

31175- causes the irregularity ? A ship arriving at Port Pirie, I presume ; if they get a Cargo of
coke, it is generally rushed up at once. That is the only thing rushed up at once. It would also apply to 
coal and timber. .
§,£2’ We a:re timber is left there to season a good deal ? Occasionally it is rushed up.
3177. Then your rushes depend upon the supply of import at Port Pirie ? Exactly; when there is a large
number ot ships there we are busy.
3178. When the harbour is empty you are running light ? Yes.
3179. And your greatest capacity per day is, as you say, four trains a day. You cannot do more with a
single hnethan that. Yes ; we could do more, but we do not do more. We,occasionally run a special—■ 
but it is a rare thing. 1
3180. Ton could do 100 tons a day if you were pushed? Yes ; I could run a much larger number of trains 
a- day than we are running.
3181. What material do you bring the largest quantity of ? Coke.
3182. What next to that ? Coal and mining timber.
3183. Then coal, coke, and timber are the staples of your business ? Yes. '
3184. And going outwards, the staple is bullion and ore? I think you might say ore and bullion. We 
send more ore than bullion. Some of it goes to Germany, and some to England. It is shipped to various 
places, home pt it is smelted at the sea-board.
3185. What do you think was the export by the railway last Saturdayif you cannot give us the average 
daily can you say the gross for the week ? I could not give you that. I have not reckoned up lately, 
dlob. 1 on sent the tour trains away each day ? Yes.

yP^tty fully loaded ? They were not last week, because we were short of trucks.
3188. Put had you the business if you had had the trucks ? If we had had the trucks we might have 
done a larger business. 3
3189. You sent away fully 60 tons by each truck ? Yes. ,
3190. That would be 240 tons in the day ? Yes.
3191. Did you do as much inwards ? Yes ; 1 should think we did.
3192. Last week, then, you carried 480 tons daily ? Yes.
3193. Perhaps more? Yes.
3194. Was that a particularly heavy week ? Ho ; it was about our average week.
Pirie lastweekP^Ho611 ^ glUt ^ tra,ffic woul<i 5iayc ^een heavier, but there was no special glut at Port

3196. There were no ships unloading coke or coal? Hof
3197. Had you any coal or coke business last week ? We had some.
3198. But there was no unloading to press you? Ho.
3199. Then it was rather a light week than otherwise ? ‘ Yes. .
oon?‘ wee1'k’® business would be carried according to this rate-sheet ? Exactly.
3201. Mr. O Sullivan.\ Can you state the amount of ore or bullion sent away by each mine ? I think the 
Proprietary Company send away something like 700 tons of bullion a week, and I think the outside limit 
or Block 14 is about 200 tons. These are the only two mines which are smeltin<>-
3202. And how much more is sent away ? About forty trucks. a;
3203. At 5 tons each ? Yes ; perhaps 200 trucks in one week.
3204. I mean in one week ? . 200 trucks.
3205. That would be 1,000 tons ? Yes. ,

(i6; °ne We<fk tb£T y°u llavc 700 tons of bullion from the Proprietary mine ? I do not know that 
that is their regular output. L . J
3207. But take it as an approximate estimate—in one week you have 700 tons of bullion from the
Proprietary and 200 tons from Block 14 ? That is about their outside limit. If any smelters were shut 
down it would not be so much. J
3208. Then you say you have 1,000 tons of ore from the other mines in a week, and you told Dr. G-arran

' you
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Mr, 0. Eley. y0U -were doing 'business to the extent of 4ST) tons a day ? Yes ; the trains average 60 tons, and there are 
four trains in and out.

22 Oct., 1889. 3209. I suppose if we caculate the weight per day, and take six days for each week, and fifty-two weeks 
for each year, we can arrive at the amount of business you are doing with the tramway ? Yes, pretty 
nearly. '
3210. Mr. Tonhin.~\ Do you bring in fluxes—any limestone or ironstone ? Yes.
3211. Can you give any idea of the amount of limestone you bring in? We are bringing in very little 
just now. A large quantity of it comes in by teams.
3212. Does your line run through the limestone country ? Yes ; a lot of it is carted a distance of about 
7 miles into Silverton railway station, and some of it comes from a siding about 7 miles down the line.
3213. You could not give us an idea of the quantity you bring in ? It may be 700 tons a week.
3214. Do you bring any ironstone ? Yery little, comparatively speaking.
3215. Can you give an idea of the quantity ? It comes in so intermittently.
3216. Would it amount to 100 tons a week ? I don’t think it.
3217. What is the average amount of coal you bring in monthly or weekly? I could not tell you. It 
would only be a guess. The Proprietary mine is the only one which uses coal extensively.
3218. Does not Block 14 use it ? None, 'comparatively speaking. They use firewood.
3219. Do you know whether there is much coal used for private consumption ? Yery little, except for
blacksmith’s purposes. '
3220. Do you carry any firewood on your trains? No ; when I say no, we have carried firewood ; but I 
don’t think we average a truck a month.
3221. Is there any firewood to be had round there ? No ; it is very difficult to get. It is getting more 
difficult every day.
3222. Then they will have to have some other sort of fuel—even for private consumption ? There is no 
doubt about it. Even for private consumption they will have to have coal, or something else, in time.
3223. Do you find any perceptible increase in the amount of coal you carry monthly ? No ; because the 
Proprietary Company and the Gras Company are the only two companies which use coal to any great 
extent.
3224. Do you know the price paid for coal at Port Pirie ? About 21s. a ton if you buy it in large 
quantities. You can buy it in 25-ton lots for 25s. per ton on board the trucks.
3225. Do you find any increase in the amount of your traffic—have the last three months shown an increase 
in returns on the previous year ? Yes ; I think trade is improving.
3226. In passengers as well as goods ? Yes ; I think in passengers as well as goods.
3227. Mr. Hurley.-] Your Company, being a public Company, have you published a balance-sheet of 
expenditure and income ? I could not say.
3228. Have you ever seen a sheet ? Yes ; I have seen a balance-sheet, which is generally given to share
holders.
3229. Can you tell us, from memory, what percentage upon the cost of construction is returned to the 
shareholders upon a half-year’s or a year’s working? No, I could not.
3230. Have you received instructions from the directors not to disclose to this Committee the return of 
your workings ? No ; I have received no direct instructions as to this Committee.
3231. Have you not a knowledge of the percentage paid upon the expenditure on railway construction ? I 
do not really know the cost of construction.
3232. You do not know the dividend paid ? I believe it ranges from 5 to 10 per cent, on tho cost of con
struction ; but I cannot positively say.
3233. If I were to tell you that your returns were equal to 15 per cent, on the cost of construction, could 
you say that it was otherwise ? No ; I could not.
3234. It may be so? Yes. The dividends are not declared here, but in Melbourne. lam not a share
holder.
3235. But you look upon the investment as a good paying investment for the shareholders who have their
money in it ? Yes ; I think it is. •
3236. Do you not look upon it as one of the best paying investments, as a railway, in the Colony ? I do 
not know.
3237. Do you not know that you convey a larger quantity of goods per mile over and above any branch 
line in the colonies ? I do not know. I should say we do not. I should say your traffic at Newcastle 
would be much larger than ours.
3238. If you had been desirous of affording information you could have produced a copy of your last
printed balance-sheet ? No ; I could not. I have not got one in my possession. '
3239. You have received information from the directors not to disclose certain things in connection with 
the working of the tramway ? No ; not direct information; but you know it is not ihe usual thing.
3240. But why this desire on your part to keep from us information which may be of advantage to us in 
regard to the trade done ? I think I have given the information fairly well.
3241. But you cannot tell us the amount of dividend paid on the cost of construction ? I have mentioned, 
in the first place, that our books are kept in Melbourne, and our head office is there.
3242. Then you do not know whether you are working at a loss or not ? I reckon we are working at an 
advantage.
3243. Ur. Garran.] Are the balance-sheets printed ? Yes.
3244. Are they reported in the newspapers ? Yes, I believe they are.
3245. And they are a matter of public notoriety ? Yes.
3246. Chairman^] What class of goods are coke, timber, and coal ? Bullion and coke are carried 3d. a 
mile ; ore, coal, and flux, for 35 miles, at 2d. per mile.
3247. Mr. O' Sullivan.] Taking the figures you have given us as the daily work done by the Company— 
about 480 tons a day,—and multiplying that by the working days of the year, it amounts to 149,760 tons 
per year. Would that be about the amount of work you do ? I dare say it would.
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3249.
3250.
3251.
3252.
3253.
3254.
3255.

Mr' W- Harper, mining manager, sworn, and examined
3949* Havo^m^hpoii^lnn ^ manager to tie Broken Hill Proprietarv Company ? Yes.
*-4 ^ave bee“ long m that position ? About sixteen months. 1 ' 1 *

Have vouJhad larne^ripr'^ me'n u“1^er3ro?r.gll'(iance ? About 1,040 in the underground workings, 
-nave you nan large experience m silver-mining P A good manv rears
In this country ? Only about sixteen monthsm this country 7 1 

And what other country ? In America. J
S-JmU,r exP1erienf ,of a lengthened period there ? Tes ; almost a life time

that tl.fut ^ A 1 *'“rald ra‘l’er beli°™
Ltl •UCh “ to le“d IO" •» «• m»J year,' work i„ the mi». ? I

S' iUS not s"ffielently explored yet to enable you to say as to the number of years ? Ho
compared with yo“ye^erien^i“AmeS“WK Sy W°Ul<i ^ t0 ^ “ again8t itS Pe™a°ency, as
feftLTfonotho“ het f00t « h“»i»e;rvili m the work, whieh y„„ have earned o„t? No ;

3260. Have you what are called “ horses” in the mine ? Tes
;,o» ocl™6,un,t”?,Su " “> <* destructioe ot the lode? Not at all, they are a com.

there hL nVt’hemScilnt’wolk 'do^tom'alantoo'om’o ,“1>r0.™m,s?1 on t,“ B'«'le nearest the surface ?

S: sir Tes-
Oregon? Nothmg^teri^., ^hrnoArrLTek^erfencVto^Jeak0 COl°nial timb6r aS agaillSt 

hafaindencySlraK anof.th.Rr ? * ^ that the stringy-bark

mines serve any amount o°f time. There is no such thingas'givrout about Hem" a rUle aU timb0M iu 
ITn^^r^n 1could get timber which would last
last flTe years. Leonid not fay a"* to thesis of that flV° ^ ? 0reS°n Plne ^ t0

3^9 ?ou are Z I ^ ^ in Prefereilce to colonial hardwood ? Ho, I could not
^ ^ ^ ^ -re to’ the i^s of

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—EAILWAY PEOM NYNGAN TO COBAE.

of tho solter pine? Ho, 1 have never seen the
---------- - jowusLau,! luiormaiion ;

the Company to use hardwood in the future in lieu 
hardwood used.

America, how do those yonand indifferent. P ^ " C W rather an lufoWOT class of men, but we have good, bad,

are woridn^g now ^“t" °f °n “ ^ to do so, over and above those who

oud thf you L soiwh^ ^ 1 %

Sh i™to,rxr“£“io;

for^iSblSBr1^!^?^?!?0 in<1UirieS 1 amriike]y0to° ■T1 '‘“ou^iSig'SS^i

III*- comprise the whole of the Proprietary blocks ? Tes
ait m“ase' b‘oc!i, ib“ ? »<-• -»“

|| ?A”ir? u»8ib - • - -
Q9cn n 18 far,a.S ,reSards underground mining ? Tes.

Salss •”2 SuiniTgS
S^S&«^SS ‘̂<3l8ffSSSi^,r1)™, i0 U”‘i“rt“d‘h” ot .h,„. It i, wory

Committee has invited you here to give evidencTYnd w-e detire^b-it0 ^ 41 y0UrSel£- He

Sfib “8 ™ a"‘ d“d - b«
t,» thre,! bl»ck3' Tb«

«*>• «•' ^ i*-* is.
5 («)— 0

io&

Hr. W. W. 
Harper.

22 Oct., 1889.
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Mr. W. W. 
Harper.

22 Oct., 1889.
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The principal working was down on

We had it right from the

3285. At what depth in blocks 12 and 13 did you find payable ore . 
the 216 feet level,—from that upwards to the surface.
3286. Did the one shaft serve the two blocks ? No ; we had five shafts.
3287. At what depth did you first commence to get silver bearing ores .
surface to the present depth. . i. „„„„„„ r
3288. In what block did you first commence to sink a shaft? I cannot say, except from e y.

3289n°Where was the first shaft sunk to a depth of 100 feet ? I could not tell you m which block, excepting
from what I have heard since I have been here. '
3290. At what depth did the Company commence to get payable ore ? I could not tell you that because 
I was not here.
3291. Do you know what the assays from the outcrop gave? No, not at that time. ___
3292. You do not know that there were a number of assays taken from the outcrop which gave htt e o ■
silver ? I do not know what they did before I came here. • i o mi j i i™ „
3293. What was the depth of the deepest shaft at the time of your arrival ? The deepest working point
was 316 feet.
3294. In which block ? 13.
3295. Block 13 is two blocks north of block 11 ? Yes.
3296. You took possession of block 13 ? Yes, and 12.
3297. When did you take possession ? When I arrived here on the 8th ol J une,3298. You came here with all your experience as a miner from the Californian btates. xes.
3299. I am not going to ask an offensive question, but it is very desirable that we should know from whom 
we are receiving evidence. I should like to know what testimonials or certificates you can produce to 
show your previous career in the States ? The merits of my work. I have no testimonials, ihe only 
reference I can give you is that I was under the firm of J. W. Mackey & Co. for seventeen years in a 
similiar position.
3300. Dr. Garran.'] Did Mr. Patton send for you to come here ? Yes. _ . ,
3301. Mr. Copeland.'] What is your experience in other countries as a mining manager ? I was right on
the Comstock lode for twenty-three years. , , , , , T • n
3302. You were managing it ? Mostly for all the time. As I have already stated I was m a similiar
position as I am now in for seventeen years under the firm of J. W. Mackey & Co.
3303. You were the underground manager, and had charge of the underground workings . les. .
3304. One particular aspect of the question of mining I want to elicit your evidence upon, and that is 
in reference to the timbering of these open workings. You know that you are taking out a very large wi
of ore and you are leaving a channel open to a considerable width—150 to 200feet—andby doing so
of a number of miners is in danger unless you timber the ground m a satisfactory manner. Is that

3305. I want to ask you whether, in working the Comstock lode, you were m the habit of timbering the 
lode in the same manner as you are timbering it now in the Proprietary mine. les, precise y.
3306. You know that in ordinary mining, and under ordinary circumstances, it is not the practice to
timber in that particular form ? Not in small lodes. . i o -w
3307. The ordinary form is to timber from the foot-wall to the hanging wall, at an angle . les.
3308. You are timbering vertically ? Yes.
3309. Do you consider that a piece of sawn timber will bear the same amount of vertical pressuie whic 
a piece of split timber will bear ? The vertical or down pressure has no tendency to weaken those timbers
at all. .
3310. It has no tendency to split the pine ? No ; it is a very rare circumstance.
3311. Have you ever found the surface giving way at all ? No ; of course there is more or less shrinkage.
3312. You have not found any crush? No.
3313. In your experience as mine manager of this mine, you have not found that a piece ot sawn tun be 
has a greater tendency to split—knowing that the grain of the timber is diagonal—than a piece ot split
timber? It might possibly have, but not in the way we use it. We do not see any action ot that km
taking place. _ . .
3314. So far you have not noticed any action in that direction ? N o. . . , ,
3315. Will you say whether you have ever noticed any vertical pressure on the mine m your underground
workings? No; there is really no vertical pressure. . , ■ j
3316. You have a large number of miners employed, whose lives are valuable, and they are entirely under
vour charge. If you timber this ground in an impracticable manner, or one which does not carry out the 
scientific views you think you possess, the consequence will be another collapse ? It is not a matter ot 
thinking, it is a matter of experience. iniov3317. You are speaking from your previous experience in the Comstock lode? _ ies._ . ,
3318. Iu that lode you timbered the ground in the same form as you are timbering this lode . _ ireciseiy.
3319. And you found that the vertical pressure did not split the pine timber did you have pine timber .
Yes. •
3320. You are quite sure of that ? Yes.
3321. Where did it come from ? Oregon.
3322. And you had sawn pine timber, and it did not split ? No. . . . c
3323. Did you have any crushes at all ? No, not to amount to anything beyond the general line ot
working.
3324. What was the width of the lode ? 327 ft.
3325. What was the angle of the underlay of your lode ? To the east.
3326. At what angle ? I could not exactly tell you about the angle.
3327. Did it underlay, say 45 degrees ? N ot quite that much. . ,.r, _
3328. Was it very vertical ? No ; I suppose it may have had pretty nearly an angle ot about 4o decree. .
but I could not say exactly. _ _ , , . „ - , „
0329. I should like to know, for the benefit of the mining communities of this Colony, because your 
timbering is a lecture to me, and what I want to know is this : in the timbering of the Comstock lode now 
many years’ experience did you have ? Twenty-three.

3330.
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3330. But was the Comstock lode open for twenty-tliree years ? Tes, over thirty years. ■ Mr, W. W.
3331. What age were.you when you went in ? 1 was onfy a stripling. Harper,
3332. Did you have any crushes—did the timber give way in the Comstock? No. 2^0ct^l889
3333. AVhat was the angle of underlay ? I cannot tell you exactly ; but somewhere in the neighbourhoodc' 
of 15 degrees.
3331. Do you think the, underlay of the Comstock lode is about the same as the underlay of this 
lode ? No.
3335. Do you think it is more ? Tes.
3336. It has a greater underlay than the underlay of this lode ? Tes.
3337. In timbering the lode you timbered it on the vertical principle which you are timbering now ?
Precisely.
3338. Did you timber it with pine ? Tes, with Oregon pine. ■
3339. Tou are timbering now with Oregon pine ? Tes. •
3310. Did you have any experience of the durability of that pine ? Tes.
3311. How' many years ? We worked over a second working after the timbers had been iu place twelve 
years, and we found them in a compressed state and very hard—in a state of petrifaction.
3312. Tou worked over this ground twelve years after ? Tes.
3313. Was that in dry or wet ground ? Dry ground.
3311. And in dry ground you found this pine to be in a satisfactory state ? Tes, most decidedly so.
3315. It was not perished? No.
3316. It did not dry rot ? No.
3317. It had not split from the vertical pressure ? Most decidedly ; it was crushed a little. It was in a 
compressed state. I can produce some if you are desirous of seeing it.
3318. Did you have any experience of the same timber in water? Tes.
3319. What is your experience of the same timber in water? I always found wherever it was exposed 
to a sufficient amount of water that the timber was in a better state even for years after than when put in 
place. It had a tendency to tighten the timbers.
3350. Do I understand that the pai’t above the water maintained its solidity, and the lower part below the 
surface of the water also maintained its solidity ? Tes.
3351. But just at the junction of the waters with the atmospheric air, it decayed;—is that so ? Of course
there are places where you can see any kind of timber decay which is exposed to a certain amount of ■
water sufficient to cause dampness.
3352. AVhat I want to know is the weak points of this particular timber—wherein does the weak point 
lie of timbering with pine instead of hardwood ? I don’t know of any.
3353. Tou believe, in a general way, that pine will timber the ground as satisfactorily as hardwood ? Tes.
3351. And from your experience do you think this pine timber will last twenty years ? I could not say 
that. All I expect is from what I have seen.
3355. Do you think it will last ten years ? I am sure of it.
3356. But you are not sure it will last twenty years ? No, I could not say how long it will last. I should 
say, from the way I have found things, that it will last any amount of time.
3357. AVhat we want to know is whether hardwood would he more economical than soft wood for timber
ing purposes ? I could not say, because we have not used it sufficiently.
3358. Taking into consideration all the expenses of fitting a set of timber before it goes down the lode, 
and then the fixing of it below, and the lathing and all the rest of it—do you think it is desirable to use 
soft timber which will decay in a few years, in preference to using hard timber, which will last double the 
number of years at double the price? I don’t know.if it will decay. I have never seen it. The 
experience I have had from the hardwood is very limited.
3359. But have you experience of the pine ? Ales.
3360. Does the pine live under ground ? Most decidedly.
3361. Dor how long? I cannot tell you.
3362. How long will it live before it gets the dry rot ? I cannot say. I can only speak from what my 
experience has taught me. AVehave worked back upon it after the timber was in place twelve years, and 
we found it iu a compressed state, as hard as it could he made.
3303. Was that above water or below ? It was in the dry portion of the lode. By sinking the shafts we 
had drawn the water from the lode. It was below water or above water, just as you like to put it.
3364. ' But it had practically been above water the whole time ? It was in a dry place.
3365. And you found it did not get the dry rot? No ; to cut a long matter short, it may be to vour 
interest to state that Tirginia City is built right upon the big ore bodies, as taken out from the Tirginia 
Californian Mines, and the largest hotel we have there is standing to the general satisfaction of everybody.
That is upon the largest ore bodies which are being worked on the Comstock lode.
3366. Can you tell me the angle of underlay in that lode ? Not more than I have already told you. It 
is somewhere about 45 degrees.
3367. Perhaps you are not aware that old towns have gone done in one night;—take for instance parts of 
Ballarat, which have been sunk down 7 or 8 feet. Large hospitals and breweries, and other buildings 
have gone down in one night ? Tes. I have not had experience and could not answer any question in 
regard to hardwood being better than pine, because I have not had any experience with it.
3368. Dr. Oarran.~\ Is the atmosphere in this mine as favourable to the preservation of timber as it was 
in the Comstock? I should presume so.
3369. How deep did you go in the Comstock ? 3,300 feet.
3370. And you had the wood in the mullock, and sloped it out for the whole of that depth? Not the 
whole of it. AVe did not do much in stoping above the 1,100 feet level.
3371. AVhat depth of mullock did you rest upon it? All we had to put in it. AVe used timber, in
preference, where it was required. - .
3372. Tou did not fill in ? No. ’
3373. Then the pressure was merely the pressure of the two walls ? Tes, and we used timber wherever it
was necessary in place of mullock. ’
3374. Then your timber did not have to resist the superincumbent pressure of the mullock, but only the •
side walls ? Of course we had the general mullock from the mines.
3375. (Generally, you are satisfied that your present system of working is safe? Decidedly.
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Mr. W. W. 3376. Aud you do not see any necessity for going in for harder timber? I do not really see any necessity 
Harper. £or ^. j £^n]j timbers have given entire satisfaction where they have been used, but almost any timber 

will shrink.
3377. If the railway were made to bring hardwood from New South W ales there would be no great
demand for it ? I do not know. That is entirely out of my line of business. _
3378. It is not your line of business to choose the timber ? Certainly, but as long as the timber has got 
a grain, it is strong enough, because the general pressure on these timbers is not perpendicular.
3379. But still in this mine you are filling in with mullock largely ? Yes.
33S0. Then your timber has to bear the weight of it ? Yes.
3381. So that you will have a more perpendicular weight to bear here that at the Comstock ? Yes, each
section is supposed to be a strength in itself. It is the side pressure we work for. . _
3382. But you have a different problem to solve here in timbering to what you had in the Comstock mine?
Not much. ,
3383. More perpendicular pressure and less lateral pressure ? It does not make any difference. We are 
calculated to use our judgment as to the effect of the pressures.
3381. You will not require to sink deeper than you have done at the present for many years to 
come ? No.
3385. When will the time arrive when you will have to sink another 200 or 300 feet ? I could not say.
3386. The ordinary course of working will not require you to probe this lode for any greater depth than
at present? No. ...
3387. And you will not know the continuing depth of the lode until you sink again ? No.
3388. That is left an open question ? ■ Yes. ^
3389. But so far as you can see there is no reason to doubt the permanency of depth ? No.
3390. But it can only be absolutely proved by sinking ? Yes.
3391. There is nothing in your present work compelling you to do that ? No. .
3392. One single exploring shaft would not involve any serious expense ? Yes ; it would all he expense.
3393. There is no intention of doing that at present? I could not say. _
3394. It is not in any part of your recommendations ? I am only the manager of the mine, and I do 
what I am told.
3395. All I wanted to get at was whether there was anything in immediate view to determine the dura- 
bditv and depth of the lode r I could not say.
3396. Mr. O'Sullivan, j You stated that the width of the Comstock lode was 327 feet? Yes.
3397. What was the depth ? Wo worked it from 1,100 feet down to 2,200 feet, that is in payable ore.
3398. That lode, after being worked for thirty years, is still being worked vigorously ? Yes.
3399. Is Virginia City a growing city ? Not so much so now.
3100. But it lasted well for twenty years ? Yes.
3401. And became a flourishing centre? Yes.
3402. AVhat do you estimate the proprietary lode at? I do not know; I cannot say.
3403. Do you consider the lodes in this district in any way approaching in value and in size to that of tho
Comstock ? AVe have never determined those matters here yet, so that I could not speak with any 
certainty. _
3404. Do you care to givens some idea as to how long this lode aud district will last? I could not say. 
If I were to express myself at all I should rather do so favourably. But all I know about is simply the 
Proprietary Mine, and I can merely speak from what I have seen there.
3405. We are thinking of spending over a million of money in this railway and in waterworks, and in 
other matters, and we should like to know whether we should be justified to do so from the nature of the 
field. We should like to know if you think this district will last as a mining district for some time? 
Decidedly I do, l think very favorably of the future of the Barrier Bange, but then I am only one man. 
3403. After your experience of similar country in Nevada and A^irginia City, do you think you have a 
country here which will justify the construction of this railway and other public works ? I could not say 
anything with regard to the railway, because that is entirely out of my line of business. All I can speak 
of concerning the Barrier Bange is from the short time I have been here. My experience of it is very 
limited as I have not travelled much over it.
3407. Mr. Tonlcin.~\ AVhat character of ore was the Comstock ? Silver and gold.
3408. AVas it of the same character of ore as this ? No.
3'109. AVas it sulphide ore ? Yes. _ ’
3410. AVhat is the deepest point you have penetrated to here in your workings ? 385 feet.
3411. Did you get water at that level ? Yes. •
3412. Did that then turn to sulphide ore ? AVe were not in the lode at all at that point.
3413. Have you indications at the lower levels of sulphide ore coming in ? Yes.
3414. Did you have any quartz or carbonate ores in the Comstock? We had no carbonates; we had 
quartz.
3415. Then this actually is a richer lode than the Comstock ? Judging from present appearances it is.
3416. That is as far as it has gone ? Yes. _ _
3417. Have you struck anything like any quantity of zinc blende in these workings ? Nothing to speak 
of. Of course we have some zinc blende.
3418. But nothing sufficient to affect the character of the ore? No.
3419. Do you smelt all your ore here or send it away ? All here.
3420. Have you any grades of ore in your mine which have been put on one side hardly rich enough to 
pay the smelting? No ; but we have it in silicious forms.
3421. Are you taking every bit of ore from the mine and putting it into the furnaces ? No ; we are 
through tho concentrator.
3422. Are you concentrating any of it ? Yes. In the silicious form we have to treat it differently.
3423. Can you give any idea of the number of years work you have in sight—that is the number of years 
it is likely to last ? No, I could not. We have not done sufficient work to warrant my speaking any
thing in regard to it.
3424. Have you found the quality of the ore as good at the bottom of the lower level as it was at the top ? 
The bottom workings are equally as good as any other place.
3425. Then you have no doubt from all appearances that the lode is likely to continue ? None at all.

Mr.
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'Mr. Oswald Haddocks, Customs Officer, sworn, and examined:—
3426. Ohairman^] What are you ? Customs Officer.
3-127. Stationed where? Willyama, or Broken Hill.
3128. The goods passing through your hands go to and from Broken Hill ? Everything.
3129. Have you prepared any returns to show the value of goods inwards and outwards? Tho total 
revenue collected at Willyama for the year 1888 was £64,915 15s. 5d. No. All returns are prepared 
at Silverton. Eor the eight months ending August 31, 1838, the total receipts were £49,121 12s. 4d. 
For the eight months end ing AugustSl, 1889, the total receipts were £42,340 17s. Id. This is the actual 
revenue from dutiable goods, and a large amount of free’goods was imported in addition.

Mr.
O. Haddocks.

22 Oct., 1889.

3430.
3431.
3432.
3433. 
3134.

Mr. Simon M'Kenzie, storekeeper and merchant, Menindie, sworn, and examined 
Dr. Garran.] Where do you reside ? Menindie.
What occupation do you follow ? Storekeeper and merchant.
Have you just arrived from Menindie? I came in last night to give evidence before the Committee. 
What distance is it from Menindie here ? It is under 70 miles.
Have you ever considered the project of a railway from Menindie to this point ? Yes ; we have 

been agitating for it for years.
3435. Is there a Progress Committee in Menindie which has taken it in hand ? Yes.
3436. Have you collected any evidence on the subject? Yes ; general evidence; but a friend who is with 
me is prepared to give a good deal of evidence ; perhaps, more than I could.
3437. What arguments were you prepared to use in favour of a railway from here to Menindie ? The 
nature of the country. Good country now locked up would be opened for agriculture, and traffic would 
follow.
3438. Is it your opinion that the railway from here to Menindie would be a desirable work in itself,— 
irrespective of its continuation towards Sydney? I think so.
3439. Is any part of the country between here and Menindie fit for growing fodder ? Yes ; almost every
acre, if it were irrigated. ■
3440. Where could you get water for irrigation ? Prom the Darling River.
3441. Do you think the Darling River could spare enough to irrigate farming land? Yes. It could 
irrigate nearly the whole of the western district if the waters were saved.
3442. And where could you save the waters ? There is a system of lakes on both sides of the river in 
which an immense quantity of water can be stored.
3443. Without deepening the lakes ? Even now they would hold a great deal.
3444. Could they be deepened advantageously ? Yes, very easily.
3445. Have you formed any definite conclusion as to the quantity they would store ? No.
3446. Have you formed any conclusion as to the quantity of water each acre would require for irriga-

Mr.
S. MtKenzie.
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tion ? No.
3447. Then you only speak from a general impression ? Yes.
3448. And the water would have to be conveyed along the line of route if the farms were irrigated? 
Yes; the water runs out for about 17 miles. It gravitates from the river for 17 miles, to Speculation 
Lake.
3449. And then the ground begins to rise ? Not until 50 miles are passed.
3430. How far would water run freely from the Darling towards here without raising it ? That I cannot 
say. It runs out about 17 miles.
34j51. And upon that 17 miles is the soil good and fit for fodder growing ? Yes.
3432. Will it grow hay ? Yes. .
3433. And you think if there was a railway from Menindie here you could settle a number of farmers at 
the back of Menindie, and supply this country with fodder ? I am sure of it.
3454. Is the route pretty level ? Yes ; for almost 50 miles from the quartz reef it is almost a perfect 
level.
3455. Are there any mineral indications for tho first 20 miles from here ? Yes ; and within 30 miles from
Menindie.
3456. Is there any timber on the route ? Yes ; ordinary timber.
3457. Is there any limestone ? Yes.
3458. Iron ? I think there are indications of ironstone and quartz reef in the gorge. .
3459. How far is that ? About 55 miles.
3460. After you pass Stephen’s Creek, is there any water between there and the lakes? No ; except the 
soakage of the creek itself.
3461. And from Stephen’s Creek to the lake itself—what is the distance ? 35 or 36 miles.
3462. That is superficially a dry country ? Yes. '
3463. Have any wells been sunk on that line of route ? Yes ; by private enterprise.
3 464. What depth have they found water at? I cannot say ; but somewhere about 200 feet, I think.
3465. I understand you to say that for 12 miles from Menindie there is no difficulty in supplying water to 
agricultural farms ? Not the slightest. There will be no great difficulty. Of course it will be an 
expense.
3466. Erom there to this point the soil is good, but water will have to be raised ? Yes.
3467. Do you know anything of the country between Menindie and Ivanhoe ? I do between Menindie 
and Hay.
3468. Is that as good as on this side of the Darling ? Quite, in some places ; and water could be easily
conserved there too. The water runs out from the Darling in that direction 70 or 80 miles.
3469. There would be no difficulty in making a line of railway from Menindie to Hay ? There is no engi
neering difficulty at all, as far as I know.
3470. Is there any difficulty between Menindie and Ivanhoe. I do not think so. It is all level country.
3471. Have you ever considered the question of a direct railway from Menindie to Sydney ? Yes.
3472. By which route do the Menindie people prefer it? They were at one time agitating an extension
of the Hay line.
3473. And are they still in favour of that ? We will be quite content if the line went that way. The
route would be shorter. ■

3474.
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31*74. Shorter than wliafc ? Shorter than any other route proposed via Forbes and Condobolin, although 
good country exists there. _ _
3475. You think that line would be shorter ? Yes, I should think it could be made in about 260 or280

1889.’ miles.
3476. When you say shorter, you mean less mileage of railway ? Yes. .
3477. But not a shorter distance to Sydney ? I think it would be a shorter distance to Sydney.
3478. But you have not calculated that out ? Ho. ...
3479. Do you know the country for 20 miles back from the Darling on the east side of Menindie ? 
Yes.
3480. Do you know the Tallywalka Creek ? Yes. _
3481. How far does it carry water back from the Darling ? I think about 40 miles.
34^2. A canal cut from the Darling would carry water 40 miles back ? Yes.
3483. And you could have farms on each side ? Yes, farms could be distributed very largely, the lakes
will hold an immense quantity of water. _ _
3484. Would there be any difficulty in supplying water from the Darling for farmers, for a distance of 
40 miles back towards Ivanhoe ? I don’t think so. This Tallywalka Creek carries water for 80 or 90 
miles.
3485. But not in a direct line eastward ? Ho, but from where it enters from the river until where it 
flows out again is something like between 80 and 100 miles.
3486. How far direct back from the Darling could you carry water backwards for the use of farmers, and 
the open country ? There would be no limit to the distance, I think.
3487. The country rises as you get away from the Darling ? I don’t think so.
3488. But you cannot speak on this subject with certainty ? Ho.
3489. But the soil on this side of the Darling is good ? Yes. _ _
3490. But on both sides of the Darling for many miles back you could carry water, and irrigate lands
which would grow fodder P Yes.
3491. And that fodder might find a good market here ? Yes, it would find any amount of markets.
3492. And with a carriage of not more than 70 miles ? Yes.
3493. We have it in evidence that the bulk of the fodder comes from the Burra, 200 miles ? Yes.
3494. Do you think on the Darling, a shorter distance would give a supply of fodder to this market ?
! do. _ .
3495. Apart from this market, would there be a market for fodder amongst the pastoral stations of the
north ? Yes. _
3496. You think if we established a line of farmers to grow hay they would not want a market for their 
produce ? I do not think they would.
3497. The squatters alone would buy a groat deal ? Yes.
3498. Irrespective of the mining market ? Yes, they have to get all the supplies by the river. They 
grow very little.
3499. What were they charging for carrying hay up the river ? It depends on the distances.
3500. How much a mue ? On the whole course of the Darling, it is being carried to Bourke for 30s. 
a ton.
3501. And when the river navigable it would go for 80s. a ton ?. Yes.
3502. What would pay the farmers to grow it ? That would depend on the return they got.
3503. The quantity you mean ? Yes.
3504. You cannot form any idea ? Ho. _
3505. What would the total cost of hay be delivered at the squatters’ homesteads on the river ? I think 
hay could be grow there for £2 or £3 a ton.
3506. But would pay the squatters to give that price ? They have to give whatever it is worth at the 
time it is required I have know them to give £35 a ton.
3507. But if the supply was good ? That, would regulate the price. If there was a large supply it would 
be cheaper.
3508. Chairman.~\ What is the character of the country between Condobolin and Menindie P I have never 
been out as far as Condobolin, only to Hay.
3509. Away from the river what is the character of the country P It is very good soil, where a plough 
could be put at once with very little trouble.
3510. Is it as good as between here and Cobar and the Darling ? It is better than most of that soil, but I 
have never travelled the country.
3511. Is not the country there likely to be flooded from the Lachlan ? Yes, from the Lachlan and 
Murrumbidgee.
3512. For what distance from the river ? That I cannot say ; I never saw any of them in flood.
3513. Would many bridges be required if a railway were constructed along that route ? Yes ; three or 
four, I think. A bridge on the Murrumbidgee, one on the Lachlan, and there would be a creek or two, 
and a bridge on the Darling.
3514. Otherwise you think it a suitable country for constructing a railway ? Yes ; and it would open up 
a block of beautiful country. The flats on the Murrumbidgee are as good soil as any to be found in the 
country.
3515. Of course, if that line were constructed, the Wilcannia trade would be left in the cold altogether? 
There would be a chance of a connection, perhaps, if the trade of Wilcannia required it.

. 3516. Mr. HurleyCan you tell us whether you have practised any fruit-growing in the district where 
you are located ? Yes ; I know where fruit is grown.
3517. With success? With vrery great success, indeed.
3518. What character of fruit ? Oranges, lemons, apricots, nectarines, pears, and peaches. Grapes grow 
beautifully in Menindie. I have seen some of the finest grapes there I ever saw in my life.
3519. Are people earning their living from fruit-growing? Yes; two or three Chinamen there have 
gardens and make money by it. They pay the Government a high price for their land. There is such a 
thing as £200 being made out of an acre of land.
3520. That is with irrigation ? Yes.
3521. And there is an abundance of land of similar character? Yes; thousands aud thousands of acres.

3522.
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3522. Likely to give work to a large population in the event of a railway being constructed ? Tes ; if 
the railway were constructed there would be room for any amount of population.
3523. Have you grown any wheat there? I have not seen it grown, but I believe it would grow well.
3524. Has there been any ensilage practised there ? Ensilage has been commenced. The manager of one 
station had a very luxuriant crop of herbage growing about the station. He had it all cut down and put into 
a silo, and it is going to be a success. Besides that, I know of another gentleman who grew CO tons of 
beautiful natural grass, and made it into hay,
3525. This is merely an experiment ? Tes.
3526. It may induce others to follow it if it is successful ? Tes; but it gives every proof of what the 
country can do.
3527. What is the population of your district within 20 miles circumference ? Between 400 and 500 
people.
3528. Is the land dear immediately in the town ? Allotments are pretty valuable.
3529. What should a half-acre allotment in a most prominent part of the town bring? I have known 
£100 refused for a half-acre allotment not long ago.
3530. Was that an ordinary block ? Tes ; it was a block with a blacksmith’s shop on it.
3531. What about the unimproved value of land in the town ? It wmuld not be that value. Some allot
ments in the town are quite as valuable as that. The property I have got is on the river bank, and with 
buildings and all, I gave £1,500.
3532. Is the cost of living in Menindie much more expensive than here and Adelaide ? Ho, I do not 
think so, except in a dry season. When the river is up the cost of living is much reduced.
3533. Tou rely upon the floods in order to drive the water into the Menindie lakes to convey it a certain 
distance towards this point f Tes.
3534. In the event of a very dry season what is the depth of water in that lake ? I think the greatest 
depression would be 15 to 20 feet of water.
3535. At the driest season ? I never saw it thoroughly full. The evaporation is very great, hut I have 
seen that much in it.
3536. Would it not be necessary to lock the river at that point in order to ensure a constant supply ? 
Tes.
3537. That would be necessary to force the water this way a certain distance? When the river rises 
to the level of the lakes the lakes fill themselves. It would be necessary to lock that water up.
3538. By locking the Darling? Ho, locks on the lake would save the water.
3539. By backing the water ? Tes.

Mr.
S. M'Kenzie.
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Mr. Robert Scobie, saddler, Menindie, sworn and examined :—
3540. Mr. O' Sullivan.-] Tou reside at Menindie ? Tes. ■M-r- Scobie.
3541. What is your position ? A saddler.
3542. Have you any information to lay before the Committee as to the claims of Menindie to a railway ? 22 l88*’
1 believe I have.
3543. Will you place it before the Committee ? I have made the Colony my home, and I desire to see 
her annex her own wealth and trade of the district. I have the Government plans of the lakes districts 
of Menindie to bear out the statements which I may make.
3544. Have you any figures regarding, the progress of Menindie ? In the last seven years the place has
doubled itself in regard to private people putting up houses. The trade has fallen away, being annexed 
to South Australia. ■
3545. What is the character of the country around Menindie ? It is good arable land. Before it gets rid 
of the effects of flood water another overtakes it. It is a grand soil for irrigation.
3546. Every time the river is up I presume the trade of the district goes to South Australia ? Tes, at 
all times.
3547. Whether the river is up or not ? Tes.
3548. How does it go when the river is not up ? Via Broken Hill, since the railway came up here.
3549. What is your distance from Wilcannia ? Hinety miles; •
3550. What regular teams are there between here and Menindie in dry seasons ? That depends when 
the dry seasons set in, or periods when the Darling is unnavigable. This last dry season all the wool 
from the district of Menindie was carried to Broken Hill.
3551. How many teams found occupation ? We could not get sufficient teams. Some had to wait.
3552. Can you give an idea of the amount of tonnage taken up in that way by the teams ? Hot at
present. I have known each of those stations, with ordinary fair seasons, to produce 2,000 bales of .
wool.
3553. And I suppose that wool would go to Broken Hill ? Tes.
3554. And did the teams return pretty well loaded ? These teams did not pass through Menindie, but 
took the nearest road to their own particular homestead.
3555. But they may be cited as belonging to the Menindie district? Tes.
3556. And they took back supplies to the stations ? Tes.
3557. Did you hear the evidence given by Mr. McKenzie in regard to the population ? Tes.
3558. Do you endorse it ? I do.
3559. Do you endorse the statement about the water running back for 12 miles ? On which side of the 
river.
3560. On the western side or Broken Hill side ? Twelve miles ! It is 80 miles.
3561. Tou are certain it runs back 80 miles ? Tes.
3562. Can you name any particular point at which it starts ? Bullabulky. ■
3563. What is the distance from Broken Hill to Menindie ? Under 70 miles. '
3564. If it ran back 70 or 80 miles, would it not inundate Broken Hill ? I am talking about the Bulla- 
bulky lake.
3565. I want information in regard to the Broken Hill side. What distance does the water run back
from the Darling on the Broken Hill side ? At present about 17 miles, and it can be made to run further 
into Horse Lake, which is still further on the road, by a channel similar to that which joins the Specula
tion lake. 3566.
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IfcE^SoobiB. 356G. How much lurfcher would Horse lake he ? Several miles further.
22 Oct 1889 ^ow ^ar d°es water run back on the eastern side ? Eighty miles.
J ■’ •3568. Can you name a point at which it stops ? Bullabulky lake.

3569. Do you mean it is 80 miles back from the river ? It runs right back to the extreme end of the 
county. It covers the whole county.
3570. How often does that occur ? "Whenever there is a flood of sufficient height to send the water down 
the Tallywalka and Terryamyinnia Creeks.
3571. When the water is at its furthest point in time of flood, how far is that point from the end of the 
Willandra Billabong ? I have never travelled the distance, and cannot supply the information.
3572. Therefore the banks of the Darling are pretty well irrigated at times ? When the water rises 2 or 
3Jnches oyer its eastern bank, it will go back 8 miles of its own natural gravitation.
3573. And if the river were locked you could get irrigation more freely ? Yes.
3574. What out-post do you trade with? I prefer to trade with Sydney.
3575. What outlying places do you trade with ? Unfortunately, in my line of business, we deal with 

. Adelaide and Melbourne.
3576. Where do the mails run to ? To Wilcannia and to Broken Hill. Formerly we had one running 
between Menindie and Hay. Then we have one running to "Wentworth.

^ou arly ^ea f°Dnage of goods arriving at Menindie from Adelaide ? No.
35/8. How many steamers do you think call there a year ? This last rise a good few have called.
3579. Is the river trade declining? It is.
3580. Do you think the Bourke railway has intercepted it ? No.
3581. Has it intercepted a portion of the Diver Darling trade in the higher portions ? Yes ; it has taken 
it all.
3582. Do you think a railway to Menindie would intercept a large portion of it? Yes.
3583. In tlm event ot a railway running there from Sydney by any route, do you think it is likely the 
trade of the intermediate district would go to Sydney ? Yes ; it would lead to the settlement of the land 
by people who would be, generally, colonists.
3584. Do you think the railway could compete with the water carriage when the river is up? That would 
depend upon what conditions the steamer came up the river. If the river was locked, so as to make it 
navigable all the year round, it would be a regular trade, and it would be a question of expense of sending 
the steamers up the river as against the railway. As the river is now, it is only navigable in good flood 
times.
3585. "Would you recommend that the locking should be carried out if you want the railway? Gradually.
3586. Which would be most conducive to the interests of the River Darling district to lock the river or 
to run a railway from Menindie to Wilcannia? £6,000 has been expended in making earthworks, in 
Ailing the creeks leading to the Menindie lake, and the Government has already spent a third of £80,000 
in snagging the river, and these works will require to be continued. Others moneys will have to be 
expended, and if this money was now spent at once in throwing one dam across the Darling at a point 
below Menindie and above the outlet of the Tallywalka Creek, the whole object could be secured, and 
the trade of that district would be annexed and settled.
3587.. If the railway went from Wilcannia, would it not in a measure serve the whole of tho Menindie 
district ? It does not pass through the same kind of country. It is not so near or close, and ivould not 
answer so many beneficial ends. '
3588. If we constructed a railway to Broken Hill, via "Wilcannia, there would only be 100 miles to
Menindie? Yes. - J
3589. "Would not that be practically serving Menindie, and bringing it within a fair reach of the metropolis ? 
Yes ; but by starting out from Menindie, the railway would annex the whole food supply of Broken Hill. 
Butter, milk, eggs, poultry, and bacon—all these articles can be produced on the Darling.
3590. But are these articles existing now on the Darling. Do you stipulate on their coming into 
existence ? . No ; every person carries on his industry in his own small way.
3591. Judging by the success of these experiments, you consider that a large dairying business might
grow up around Menindie ? I consider there would be a great scope for a dairy factory under the new style. 
3-.)91-|-. And that in addition to the agricultural qualities of the district, you might get a valuable aid to 
Broken Hill ? Certainly. "
3592. And a place from which the supplies for Broken Hill might be obtained ? Yes.
3593. Mr. Tonlem.~\ "What pastoral holding is Menindie on or adjacent to ? Kinchega.
3594. Is that the only one ? No; about 100,000 acres are taken up on the northern side of Menindie in 
selections and homesteads.
3595. How many homestead lessees have you ? I can onlv recollect eight.
3596. Do you know whether the land around Menindie is in the resumed area, or leasehold area? Tho 
land on the .northern side of M enindie is the resumed portion.
3597. And is that land Ihe.good land you are speaking of ? Yes.
o^nn' ?° 7°,u "ith greater facilities of transit there would be more homestead leases there? Yes.
3599. And that resumed land is fit for homestead leases ? Yes.
3600. What is the amount of tonnage going away from Menindie, or arriving there during the twelve 
months ? As regards actual tonnage before this railway was completed, I do not know. I know there

. wore uhousands of tons of coke landed there at 10s. a ton on the river from Morgan. Goods, on the 
present flood, have been taken back and put along the ship’s side at 42s. 6d. a ton.

a ^on ^or the carriage of coke be much cheaper than the way they can get it here 
now by rail. Ihere was a talk about coke coming up the Darling on the present rise, but freights were 
lowered on the South Australian railways £1, I am told.
3602. I understand Irom your answers that Menindie is going backwards in regard to commerce ? Yes ; 
‘ions n*3 °f the silver district, all the money earned in the district gravitated to Broken Hill,
oivvi t:ou^ n°t MeMndie find a market here for any produce grown there? The transit will not allow it.
3604. 1 am speaking of the produce of the district of Menindie ? They have no roads nor market.
3605. Could not you find a ready market here for anything you could produce at Menindie ? Yes, if we 
had a road.
3606. Is there any agriculture carried on at Menindie ? Yes, privately, in a small way.

1 PABLTAJIEIfTABT STANDING COIIIIITTEE ON PCBLIC WOBKS.
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3607. What is that small way. An acre or two ? Tes, about that; but there have been larger Quantities.
3608. Have you any experience with regard to these crops p 1 have seen them.
3609. Have you noticed any particular crop in one paddock continuously year after year ? Ho.
3610. Then it is only now and then they get a crop ? The people using the country mostly depend upon 
nature, and they are quite content with the country in its natural condition. One good season in three 
would suit their purposes.
3611. Have you seen any fodder grown,year after year, in one particular part of Menindie? No.
3612. Has anybody tried it ? I know of one man who recently died, who tried it, but I never saw the
selection. .
3613. Have you much butter and eggs and dairy produce there ? Every person makes for themselves. If 
their country is large enough they keep their own cows.
3614!. Chairman.'] Do I understand the object of your coming here is to advocate the railway from Menin- 
die to Broken Hill, or a route by way of the Lachlan and through the Lachlan valley ? Tes ; through the 
Lachlan valley to Sydney.
3615. Have you been along that country yourself ? No; but I have made inquiries. There are 
agricultural areas at Hillston and Booligal, and selections have been taken up at Condobolin.
3616. I suppose all the country the railway would go through is taken up by selectors and squatters ? 
Tes, by squatters mostly.
3617. And a branch from here to Menindie would be of little use to you? It would be“useful; but'it 
would be better to be a national railway at once. There is a large demand here for firewood, and we 
could supply unlimited quantities. With the locking of the Darling there would be an immense supply of 
fish which is now sold at 100 per cent, upon its original cost at the river.

Mr. R. Scobie.

22 Oct., 1889.

Mr. W. M. Weatherall, Postmaster. Broken Hill, sworn and examined :—
3618. Chairman.] What are you ? Postmaster at Broken Hill. Mr. W. M.
3619. How long have you been here ? Since Eebruary, 1888. Weatherall.
3620. Have you any figures to show the business done at the post-office during the last three years? ' ^
The postal revenue for 1888 was £5,121. The revenue for the nine months ending September 30th this ^ ®ct'’ 
year was £3,672.
3621. It will be more this year ? No, it will be slightly less.
3622. Is the Money Order office business large ? Tes ; in fact, I think we do the largest money order .
and savings bank business of any post-office in the Colony. *
3623. Have you any figures for 1887 ? Tes.

(The witness put in the following return) :—
The following statement shows the amount of business transacted at the Broken Hill Post-office from the 1st Januarr, 

1887, to 30th September, 1889

Year.
Number 

of Orders 
issued.

Number of 
Savings Bank 

Deposits.
Commission.

Money
Orders
issued.

Savings
Bank

Deposits.

Money
Orders
Paid.

Savings
Bank

Withdrawals.

Number of Number of 
Money Orders Savings Bank 

paid. Withdrawals.

£. £. £. £. £.
1887. 2,298 42S 122 8,397 554 2,005 2,914 522 1231888. 8,568 2,491 466 31,046 20,247 11,132 11,101 2,491 637Increase on 1887. 6,270 2,063 341 22,649 19,693 9,127 8,187 1,969 512To 30th Sept.,
1889. 6,884 3,841 371 22,224 23,842 16,189 15,614 2,640 869

Stamps sold during I8S7....................................... £1,427
„ 1888....................................... £5,121

„ „ to 30th September, 1839 ....... £3,672
Letters.posted during 1887........................................ 121,718

„ „ 1888................................... 503,019
„ „ to 30th September, 1889 ....... 343,359

Broken Hill Revenue for 1888 .................   £5,121
Bathurst ,, „   4,141
Goulburn „ „   4,811
Newcastle „ „   8,461
WaggaWagga „ ........................................... 1,655
West Maitland „ „   1,535

Mails despatched weekly 125 | Mails received weekly 125 ] Total 250.

3624. The postal revenue from Broken Hill during 1886 was £230, during 1887 £1,427, and during 
1888 £5,121, independent of money order and savings bank business,
3625. Mr. HurleyI suppose the withdrawals would be attributable to the fact of a large number of 
banks having been brought into the town ? I do not think so. I think it is attributable to speculation in 
a small way amongst the miners. Most of the working classes deposit with us. Their amounts are 
small, being from £2 to £10.

Mr. Francis Whysall, telegraph master, Broken Hill, sworn and examined
3626. Chairman.] What are you ? Telegraph master at Broken Hill.
3627. Have you brought any figures to show the business done in your Department ? Tes. '
3628. For what years? From the time the office was opened hereon the 2nd of August, 1886, to the
present time, October 21sfc, 1889. . s> , , «™

Mr.
F. Whysall* 

220cC"l889.

5 (»-P ( Witness
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Mr.
P. Whysall. 

22 Oct., 1889.

{Witness put in the following statement') :—
The following statement shows the amount of business transacted at the Broken SiU Telegraph Office, from the 2nd August,

when first established, to 21st October, 1889.

Year. Messages transmitted. Messages issued. Revenue.

From 2nd August, 
1886 £717 1 0

1887 33,291 35,346 £3,144 7 1

1888 104,846 117,233 £8,456 0 0

To 21st October.
1889 75,441 80,741 £6,192 14 9

The revenue collections at a few of the principal offices in New South Wales, during the year 1888, were as follows :
Broken Hill......................................................£8,456
Newcastle ...........................   4,390
Goulburn.......................................................... 1,817

Bathurst......... ................................................ £1,148
Armidale.........................................................  1,111
Maitland .........................................................  1,398

3629. Do you know what the rainfall has been ? In May of last year we were provided with a rain gauge
here, and from May to December the total rainfall was 1‘77 inches, and from January 1, 1889, to October 
21, the total rainfall was 15-95 inches. con
3630. Tou have not the record for any previous years ? Ho, there was no official record kept before 1887.

Eichard M. Gibson, Esq., Mining Eegistrar and Warden’s Clerk, sworn and examined
B. M. Gibson, 3631. Chairman.'I What are you? Mining Eegistrar and Warden’s Clerk.

3632. Have you any information to show the business done in mining leases and mining rights ? Tes ; I 
^ can give you the total from September, 1887, when the office was opened, until September last. The total

22 ct., 1889. jigygmjg frojn all sources collected from September of 1887 to September, 1889, is £9,362 2s. 6d., made 
up as foUows£5,338 for 1888, and £2,446 for 1889 ; and the balance for 1887. During that period 
there were 7,492 business licenses issued, 1,974 miners’ rights, and 556 mineral licenses. The applications 
for mineral leases have only been received since June, 1888, and are 125 for 50,000 acres. This is only 
part of the district, which has only been divided for twelve months, so that all the principal revenue for 
the leases has been taken in Silverton before and since twelve months ago.
3633. The gross amount of business done then was during the first quarter of 1888 ? Tes ; when there
was a rush ; and of course when the town was thrown open, the town was reserved for occupation under 
business and miners’ rights, until September, 1887. _
3634. Have you any data as to population ? The sergeant of police could give you the population m
January of this year. The population then was about 12,000 people. At that season of the year a large 
number of miners were away for their Christmas holidays, but population since then has increased 
considerably. .
3635. To about what number ? To about 15,000 or 16,000 people ; certainly not less—more if anything. 
I know that nearly all the Crown lands—the Government surveyed lands—are taken up, and that com
prises an area of nearly 21 square miles round the town. The population is all the way round.
3636. Do you keep a record of births, deaths, and marriages ? Tes. Eor the last quarter ending 
September-30, 1889, there were 111 births, 29 deaths, and 38 marriages. The total number of births,

. deaths, and marriages since the office was opened in the early part of 1887 is 686 deaths, 689 births, and
270 marriages.
3637. Then the death rate has been very high ? Tes; last year it was very high, but this year it has been 
very low.
3638. That is owing, I suppose, to improved sanitary arrangements ? Tes. _
3639. And the better hospital accommodation ? Tes ; and of course always in the summer time, when
fever is prevalent, the death rate increases. The last three months have been about the three best months 
of the year. .
3640. What is the value of land ? There have been sales of land in the main street, recently, at the rate

. of £18,000 an acre. ,
3641. Can you give us an idea of the amount of money the Government has received from land which has 
been alienated and sold by the Crown ? The amount the Government has received from the alienated 
land sold in the town is £27,425.

Mr. Frank Ernest Eandell, produce merchant, Broken Hill, sworn and examined :—
Mr- 3642. Chairman?) What are you ? Produce Merchant at Broken Hill and Silverton.

If. E.Bandell. gg^g jjow long have you been in Broken Hill ? Two years.
99n“]A''T«sa 3644. What is the chief part of your business? Elour, bran, and chaff.

C * 3645. Importing it for the use of the district generally ? Tes. _
3646. How much do you generally receive during a month ? I have imported 4,500 tons of chaff in 2 
years, 750 tons of bran, 820 tons of flour, and 150 tons of oats.
3647. And that has been imported for the use of the Broken Hill district generally ? Tes.
3648. Do you retail it ? Tes.
3649. How far do you send it from Broken Hill ? Wilcannia is the greatest distance.
3650. Tou only send it there in very dry seasons? Tes.
3651. What would be the rate of freight from here to Wilcannia by team ? Erom £15 down to £9 
per ton.
3652. What would the produce be sold at per ton there ? I have sold chaff at £25 a ton and flour at
£30, delivered in Wilcannia. _ _ _
3653. Is there not any produce for consumption and sale grown in the district ? Hone whatever.
3654. Why is that ? Well, this year, I feel sure if the crops have been put in, they would not have
been able to grow, but nothing has been put in at all this year. 3655.
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3655. Do you think with ordinary rainfall there would be any difficulty in growing anything ? None 
whatever. "We should have had good crops if any had been planted. During this past year we have had 
an instance of it on the Silverton tramway, where wheat has fallen out of the trucks, and crops have 
grown along the line, as good as any in South Australia.
3656. Without being planted at all ? Yes ; it has just fallen on the ground.
3657. You are able to form an idea of the character of the soil from here to Wilcannia? Yes.
3658. Don’t you think with ordinary rainfall it would grow anything ? I feel satisfied it would grow
anything at all. ,
3659. Do you think if there was better means of communication between here and Wilcannia that would
open the settlement ? 1 do.
3660. If crops were grown towards Wilcannia, and there were means of conveyance here, it would suit 
you better to get your produce from there than Adelaide ? Yes, it would be far cheaper.
3661. Are you acquainted with Silverton? I have an agency there.
3662. Mr. O'Sullivani] From what distance do you obtain produce ? From Jamestown, Crystal Brook, 
Petersburg, and Port Pirie.
3663. All these are in South Australia ? Yes.
3664. Is there any other business of the same kind as yours ? Yes.
3665. And do they all obtain produce in South Australia ? Yes, it is all grown there.
3666. Mr Tonkin.^ How many other produce merchants are there in this district; say, in Broken Hill 
and Silverton together ? Fully 20.
3667. Do you think they do as much business as you do—each of them ? I do not think so ,
3668. I see your total is 5,222 tons for the two years—that is 2,600 a year—what do you think would be 
a fair estimate of the business of the other 19 or 20 merchants ? Drew & Co. do a larger business than 
I do, and the Milling Co. comes next, and I think I am about the third.
3669. Do you think if we estimated the whole of them at 2,000 tons each it would be too much ?- Yes.
3670. Would 1,500 tons be an average right through ? I think so.
3671. Then twenty-one of you would import an average of 1,500 tons a year ? Yes, fully that.
3672. What is about the average price you pay for chaff in South Australia, first cost ? About £2 10s. 
to £3 per ton on the trucks. That is for straw and hay mixed.
3673. You don’t import any maize ? No; the only maize I get during the winter months is from 
Sydney, via Port Pirie.
3674. What price do you pay for your oats ? About 3s. 6d, on trucks at Port Adelaide.
3675. Do they prefer oats to maize here ? Yes.
3676. It is on account of the price, but they prefer it as feed ? Yes; very little maize is used. They 
say it is too heating in the summer months here.
3677. Do you import any lucerne or hay ? No.

Mr.
P. E. Eandell.

22 Oct., 1889.

BROKEN HILL, WEDNESDAY, 23 OCTOBER, 1889.
[The Sectional Committee met in the Council Chamber, Broken HUE] .

iPraamt:—
The Honoeable WILLIAM JOSEPH TEICKETT (Chaieman).

The Hon. Andbew G-aeean, James Ebenezee Tonkin, Esq.,
Heney Copeland, Esq., Edwaed William O’Sullivan, Esq.,

John Hueley, Esq.

[The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Nyngan to Cobar.]

Mr. James Logan, mining manager, sworn and examined:—
3678. Chairman?!, What are you? Mining manager, Brisbane Blocks. Mr. J.Logan.
3679. What are your present operations ? Chiefly confined to putting down a bore.
3680. In what place ? Close on the boundary of the property of the Company. 23 Oct., 1889.
3681. How is that property situated with regard to the Broken Hill Proprietary mine ? It is composed of 
three blocks—two 20-acre blocks and one 40-acre block—immediately to the west of the Proprietary, 
bounding Block 14, and extending to the Proprietary.
3682. What depth is the bore down at the present time ? Last night we were down 1,697 feet.
3683. How long were you getting to that depth ? I am not positive as to the time we started operations, 
but it is somewhere about two years.
3684. And the work has not been continuous ? Yes ; it has been continuous, barring mishaps.
3685. Working day by day ? Yes ; and very often two shifts, working sixteen hour a day.
3686. Have you been in charge all the time ? No ; about nine months.
3687. What depth were they when you took charge ? About 1,497 feet.
3688. Then you have gone about 200 feet ? Yes.
368,9. Up to the time of your taking charge, what were the results of the bore ? The results have been 
nothing until lately—until the bore got down to a depth of 1,653 feet. '
3690. At 1,653 feet you developed something ? We developed silver.
3691. Wha.t character of ore ? There was no core came up at all with the drill for 5 feet, where the first 
development took place.
3692. What came up ? G-rindings, or silt, pumped up by the water.
3693. Does that come up in a core shape ? No ; it was too soft to come up in a core.
3694. After you passed 1,653 feet, did the bore still bring up the same stuff ? It continued on for about 5 feet, 
when no core came up at all on drawing the rods. I then had the material which came up the boreassaved 
by one assayer belonging to the Proprietary mine, and another belonging to the Junction mine, and the 
results from those assays were 176 ounces of silver per ton, and no lead at all.
3695. Between that depth and your present depth, what has been the development ? I have been assaying 
the core which came up each time the rods were drawn until last night, and the results have been from 
1 ounce to 4.
3696. Then there are signs of it right through? Yes.
3697. Are you still going deeper ? Yes ; we will continue for 2,000 feet, perhaps deeper. 3698.
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Mr. J. Logan. 3608. What depth can you bore with the present plant ? I am not quite certain ; but Mr. -lee, of the
---------- n Grovernment Department has undertaken to go 2,000 feet with this plant.

23 Oct., 1889.3699. Before the 1,653-feet level was reached, what was the character of the rock penetrated—was it 
bearing ? It varied from gneiss, schists, and quartzite right through. There would be little veins. ot 
quartzite, perhaps 6 inches and a foot in depth, then it would go into schists, and then we should get gneiss.
3700. Is there a sectional plan of the bore all through ? Yes.
3701. What length do the cores come up P Sometime in 8 or 9 feet pieces. I may mention that the core
bar alone is 10 feet long, and it will come up the full length of that, provided it does not break, but very 
often it breaks into small pieces, such as a foot, 6 inches, and even less. ' .
3702. But where you found this silver-bearing soft stuff—that would not come up in the shape ot a
core ^3703. " How does that stuff resemble the silver-bearing stuff in the Broken Hill Proprietary ? It does not 
resemble it at all. It would appear to me to be more of an oxidized material than anything else. _
3704. What would you describe this as—a silver-bearing ore ? I should say it was an oxidised material ; 
but I am not sufficiently expert.
3705. What oxide would it be ? Oxide of iron, I should say.
3706. You struck this oxidised material at 1,653 feet? Yes.
3707. And you have gone 44 feet since ? Yes. , . .
3708. Bight through that 44 feet are there signs of silver? Yes, as far as we have gone yet. the schist
core is averaging from 1 ounce to 4 ounces. . „
3709. Is there any sign of lead in that ? Hone. A new development took place m tho last assay trom
97 feet There was a trace of gold also. „ .
3710. Dr. Garran.] To whom does the plant belong? The drill plant belongs to the JNew 8outh Wales
Government.
3711. Is there anyone there representing the Government ? Yes.
3712. Who ? The engineer is in charge.
3713. He is responsible to the Government for the safety of the plant ? Yes.
3714. You are obliged to employ him ? Not at all; he is employed by the New South Wales Department.
3715. But does he work it, or merely look on ? He works it. .....
3716. Then you are obliged to employ him as a worker ? No, the Government are doing it themselves.
The Company pays so much per foot. _ .
3717. Then you are merely the Company’s agent, looking on whilst the Government does tlie work ? les.
3718. What does the Government charge you a foot ? 30s.
3719. Can you do it at that rate with plant of your own ? Yes.
3720. The Government is not making a large profit out of it? No. _
3721. Are they making any profit? The engineer in charge says they are making some profit, but not
much. n -i-v -j ji i
3722. Then you are not responsible for the safety of the plant in any way ? Decidedly not.
3723. Mr. Hurley.] What inferences do you draw from what you have cut through. recently ? We 
anticipate that we may strike the main Broken Hill lode any day. These were our anticipations when we
first started to bore. _ . .
3724. The inference to be drawn from what you have cut through is that you are m close proximity to
that lode ? Yes, everything tends to prove it by the core coming up at this great depth, and being silver
bearing. _
3725. What gave rise to the wonderful price in the shares the other day ? I cannot say. _
3726. Was anything ever traced in regard to what was circulated about the mine being previously salted ?
yes>
3727. Trom what source did it emanate ? I can’t say that it was properly traced, and who it emanated 
from ; but it was so closely traced that one employe of the Government Department, working with the 
drill, was the cause of it.
3728. It was an action which grossly misled the public? Yes. _
3729. But what has been recently obtained from the core can be relied upon by the public ? Decidedly 
so. The core is there in charge of the engineer, and it can be tested by anyone at any time; and also the 
grindings, which were saved by the engineer, are in mv possession at the present time.
3730. There is a Miners’ Association in this town ? Yes. _ _
3731. Would it not be to the wellbeing of the mine, and be the means of gaining the confidence of the 
general public, if in cutting anything with your drill you were to call them together, in order to witness 
the operations and the lode you were passing through ? I do not see that it would be ot any benefit whatever.
3732. Would it not establish a confidence which does not now exist ? It would be useless labour, because
it would- only excite public opinion. There would be no necessity to call the attention of the public to it 
until the Company was satisfied with it. _ .
3733. I am speaking in the interests of the general public who are investors. Would it not establish a 
confidence with the public, if this Society were invited to inspect at the time of passing through^ it, any 
measure which you think likely to be indicative of being close to the main lode ? The material is there 
for anyone who is sceptical, and there are also samples of all the core taken up, and which are sent down 
to the Department of Mines, in Sydney.
3734. But tho ore obtained the other day which gave a rise to the price of shares. Is that open for 
inspection to the public at the present time ? Decidedly so, if I get instructions from my directors 
what to do with it.
3735. Where are the directors ? In Brisbane. , .
3736. Would it not be better to have their sanction to give all information possible, and publicity to
what you are passing through, for the information of the public ? It would be quite impossible for me 
or the engineer in charge to call the attention of the public to anything which we did not know about, 
until we had proved it by assays. . ■
3737. But I mean immediately after the assays ? Well, immediately after the assays it was published,
and the press was notified of the fact. _ _ _ • .
3738. But the Miners’ Association was not informed? I do not belong to that Association myself. It is
public now, and the core is still there for examination by anyone who wishes to examine it. _
3739. Mr. O' Sullivan.] What distance is the bore you put down from the line of lode in the Proprietary
mine? I could not say for a certainty, 3740.
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3740. Cannot you give the approximate distance ? The bore is about 10 or 12 feet from the boundary Mr. J. Logan, 
between the Proprietary Company and our Company.
3741. How far do you think the outcrop is from the boundary of the Proprietary mine ? I should say 23 ^ct■,
it would be 600 feet. ■
3742. Then in point of fact your bore is distant 600 feet from the line of lode in the Proprietary mine ?
I should think so, but I have not measured.
3743. Mr. Hurley.'] And you have no knowledge of the underlay of the lode? The underlay of the
lode is in places decided, and in others it is not. •
3744. Chairman.] Tou don’t regard this ore, struck at 1,653 feet, as the lode ? No.
3745. What would you call it? It is hard to say. It may possibly have been a cavity at one time or 
another, and through filtration from the main body of ore it got filled up.
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3746.
3747.
3743.
3749.
3750.
3751.
the present time to state that, because it is hard to define the boundaries between the Broken Hill 
district and Silverton, but I should imagine not less than 30 to 40 mines.
3752. I mean what mining localities do you supply, and from what mining localities do you receive con
tributions of ore or produce? We supply Thackaringa, the Pinnacles, the Day-dream, Purnamoota, and 
Buriowrie. ’
3753. These mines lie in different directions, do they not ? Yes, they lie east, north, and south of this place.
3754. They are all on different lodes ? Tes.
3755. So that from several points of the compass you have a trade concentrating in Silverton ? Precisely.
3756. Is that increasing or decreasing ? It is increasing at the present time.
3757. To what is that due? To late developments.
3758. The development of these mines is proceeding? Exactly.
3759. And it is to be presumed therefore that the indications are promising ? Very much so.
3760. Do you consider that there is a fair indication of a permanent mining industry in this locality ? 
Most decidedly.
3761. What is the present population of the municipality of Silverton? The population of' the 
municipality proper is about 1,620; but with those districts upon which you are questioning me as to the 
output from mines, the population will be from 3,000 to 4,000.
3762. None of the mines are within the municipal boundary ? Oh, yes.
3763. Which one? The ITmberumberka, which is the oldest and deepest on the Barrier District. .
3764. Tou only have one working mine within the municipal boundary at present? We have more ; we 
have several mines within the municipal boundary, but not of very much moment at present, although their 
prospects are good.
3765. What is the rateable value of the property you assess ? The assessed annual value of the property 
within'the municipality itself is £12,847. The area is 49 square miles.
3766. The railway by which you are served belongs to a private Company ? Tes ; much to our regret.
3767. Tou are absolutely dependent upon them as to their charges ? Tes; otherwise we should have to 
employ teams from the South Australian border.
3768. As a merchant, you trade therefore with the nearest capital? Tes.
3769. Principally with Adelaide ? Yes ; I likewise trade with Sydney. .
3770. Does your trade with Sydney come round by Port Pirie ? Partly by that, and partly by Port Adelaide.
3771. What description of trade do you carry on with Sydney in preference to Adelaide ? Soft goods, 
groceries, wines, and spirits.
3772. What reason is there for giving a preference to Sydney in these articles ? With regard to prices
there is scarcely any difference, but as a citizen of New South Wales I prefer to keep my money within 
the Colony to which I belong. .
3773. Then it is rather that reason than any particular strict business consideration ? Tes.
3774. There is little difference in trading with one city and another in a mercantile sense ? It is scarcely 
noticeable.
3775. What is the rate of taxation you impose here ? The annual rates are £642 7s. . .
3776. Is that a one shilling rate ? Tes, Is. in the £ ; there is no special rate.
3777. Is the population increasing or decreasing ? It is about stationary. .
3778. How long has it been about 1,620 people ? This was taken last year, the end of the municipal year.
3779. How many mines contribute to this township at the present moment in working, prospecting, or
raising ore, and spending money ? Within my own knowledge over twenty. .
3780. Do you know the number of men employed upon those twenty mines ? Not exactly ; approximately,

SILVERTON, WEDNESDAY, 23 OCTOBER, 1889.
[The Sectional Committee met in the Council Chamber, Silverton.]

fmrttt:—
The Honoeable WILLIAM JOSEPH TEICKETT (Chaieman).

The Hon. Andeew Gaeean, 
Heney Copeland, Esq.,

James Ebenezee Tonkin, Esq., 
Edwaed William O’Sullivan, Esq. 

John Huelex, Esq.

[The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed railway from Nyngan to Cobar.]

Henry Browne, Esq., Mayor of Silverton, sworn and examined:—.
Dr. Qarran.] What is your position in this township ? Merchant and Mayor of the municipality. M. Browne, 
Have you been long resident here ? Five years.
Is this one of the earliest townships in the Barrier district ? Tes, the earliest mining township. giToctlSSg 
It owes its existence to mines ? Altogether. '* '
And is now mainly dependent on mines ? Tes.
How many mines contribute to the support of Silverton ? It would be rather a difficult matter at
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tt Browne I should imagine the Umberumberka employs 140 or 150 men, and the others average from four to twelve. 
Esq. ’ 3781. Is there any smelting in the district? Not at present; but we are taking steps to erect a public 

smelter to meet the requirements of the small mines within the district. , .
23 Oct., 1889. 3782. js there any concentration of the ore carried on ? Only at Thackaringa and the Umberumberka.

The latter treat their own ore. ^ ,,
3783. Where is the crushed ore shipped to ? Port Fine and Port Adelaide.
3784. To be smelted there ? Either to be smelted or sent to Europe.
3785. How are you situated with respect to limestone flux ? We have almost inexhaustible quantities ot
flux in the form of ironstone and limestone. » .
3786. At what distance from Silverton ? Limestone about 6 or 7 miles; there are large deposits of
ironstone about 10 miles from here. .
3787. Is that on the railway line ? It is in proximity to the line. *
3788. So that it has not to be brought all the way by dray ? It is all delivered at the Silverton Station
for transmission to Broken Hill. , ,
3789. Supposing you had smelters here you are well off for flux ? Yes ; we could smelt cheaper here 
than any other part of the Barrier, owing to the large quantities of flux and the good supply of water.
3790. Is the limestone and the iron in pockets or in stratification ? Simply in quarries. I may add that 
in the event of this portion of the country being connected with the western line by railway, the delivery 
of coke and coal at a lesser rate than we can now procure it would materially affect the interests ot this

3791. Are you better off for smelting here than at Cockburn ;—have you any advantage over Cockburn ?
We have the advantage of the flux and the advantage of being nearer the mines. .
3792. Mr. O'Sullivan.'] Supposing the railway were constructed from Nyngan to the Barrier, and the
Government ran a train in the morning and another in the evening for the accommodation of Silverton, 
do you think it is likely that this town would become a sanatorium or dwelling-place tor the well-to-do 
people of Broken Hill ? Undoubtedly. ...
3793. And by that means it would create a large traffic ? In my opinion it would.
3794. Have you a flux company here ? Yes. , , , j
3795. Are they supplying the flux to Broken Hill ? Yes; large quantities. Several hundred tons per
w^cck
3796. Mr. Hurley.] I noticed a lot of kerbing and building stone in the town —where do you procure 
that ? It is procured locally.
3797. Adjacent to the township ? Yes. , ,
3798. How far ? Within a range of 3 miles ; there is any quantity of building stone here. _
3799. You spoke about the permanency of the mine;—have you had any experience in past years m regard
to silver or gold mining? Not much with silver, but a great deal with gold about thirty years.
3800. But you have had no experience in silver mines ? Only that which I have acquired here.
3801. Therefore you only speak theoretically in regard to the permanency of the mines' in the district. 
Yes. Of course I have gained a certain amount of practice here. I question whether there are many 
men on the Barrier who knew much about silver before coming here.
3802. Do you know the depth of the best mines in this district ? The Umberumberka, with a vertical

3803. What is the width of the lode? It varies in width, but I believe the formation is from 20 to 40
feet—not of ore, of course. ■ n ^ , o T . w
3804. Does the ore vary much in percentage from the bottom compared with the top. 1 cannot say; out
from information X have received the ore is very much better at the bottom. ^ t p
3805. Are you a shareholder in any of the mines ? Not in any of them in this district.
3806. Mr. O'Sullivan.] What is the reason you think the well-to-do people of Broken Hill would make 
this a sanatorium or temporary dwelling-place ? Because this place has been singularly free from typhoid 
fever We have a good supply of water, and being close to a large plain we invariably get the 
south-westerly winds from South Australia, and there is nothing to contaminate the atmosphere. _
3807. In point of fact, Silverton is likely to become a fashionable suburb for Broken Hill t It is very 
likely that we should have all those who are residing there, and who can afford it, to come here to live. I 
know that when the question of the erection of the gaol came under the notice of the head of that 
Department, it was recommended very strongly that it should be erected here for the reason that it is
much healthier. , ,
3808. Is your water more permanent here than at Broken Hill ? Yes ; we are on the bank ot a creek
and we have a large Government tank 27 feet in depth. .
3809. And on the whole you regard it as a much healthier place to live m than Broken 4iiii t it is
generally admitted to be.
3810. Chairman^] I suppose it is generally admitted that the Silverton of to-day is not what it was a
little time ago ? No, we are very much more civilised than we were. •
3811. I mean in regard to its prosperity ? We cannot belp admitting tbat Broken Hill has robbed us to 
a great extent. It is the extraordinary richness of the Broken Hill lode which has attracted a large 
number of the people from here. It is owing to that that the development has not gone on here as
rapidly as it would have done. , . . , . , , , . , ,
3812. But there is a large number of mineral holdings about this distrnt which are not being worked 
at the present time ? Some, and some are only being partially worked.
3813. Why is there such stagnation if the district is so rich ? It is because the laws of the present time 
do not reach those people who hold lands, and have them locked up and do,not work them.
3814. I understand then that they are held by speculative holders who are hanging on with the object ot 
m akin o' a good thing when the proper time occurs ? A large number of them live outside the Supreme 
Court*]urisdiction of this Colony. They live in other colonies. If those lands were open there are any 
number of people who would take up the leases and work them at once. That is within my own
381a'Then you think it is the fault of the law and not of the district that many of these holdings are at 
present stagnant ? Either the fault of the law, or the practice of the Department—po ssibly both
3816. What are your views in regard to the agricultural capacities of this district ? I do not think this 
will ever become an agricultural district, unless there is a proper system of water conservation. I could
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give you proof of that by bringing some fine wheat which was grown where there happened to b.e water. Browoei
The wheat is 4 feet 6 inches high. .
3817. Is the growth of cereals carried on to any extent ? No. 2^0cTl889.
3818. Is the wheat you refer to grown near Silverton ? Close to—in fact, there is a little crop of wheat *’
in the town, down the street. That was owing to the recent good season. .
3819. Then this district resembles most of the country between here and Nyngan—with water you can 
grow these things ? Yes, very much so ; with water, cereals can be grown.
3820. If the railway line were to be constructed, there would be no difficulty in procuring ballast for it ?
No ; we have plenty within our own borders. The whole of the ballast for this line could be obtained in 
a creek about 3 miles from Umberumberka, and 7 miles from Silverton. It has an inexhaustible supply.
3821. What about timber for railway purposes? There is none whatever. We shall have to depend
very shortly upon coal. I understand the Eailway Commissioners of New South Wales to say we could
get coal cheaper from the western collieries of New South Wales, than at the South Australian sea-board,
and that would assist us materially. Wood is a very expensive item here just now.
3822. Is there a large amount of tonnage sent from here towards Broken Hill or Adelaide ? Yes, very 
large.
3823. What does the tonnage landed here or sent away principally consist of ? Inwards it is generally 
merchandise, coke, coal, mining timber, and agricultural produce ; outwards it is ore, bullion, wool, Skin 
and hides. No articles of manufacture.
3824. Where does the hay and corn consumed at Silverton come from ? ' Erom South Australia. There 
is none grown in the district excepting purely for personal consumption. A large quantity of natural 
grasses and herbage are being saved this year owing to the good season we have had. It is very abundant.
3825. Is that the first year it has been tried here ? Yes.
3826. How are they doing it ? In silos.
3827. But there has not been time to see whether it is a success ? No, we have to wait the result.
3828. What kind of grasses are they sforing in these silos ? The wild grass, the spear grass, the wild 
geranium, the wild carrot, wild oats, and wild barley.
3829. Has the growth of artificial grass been tried in the district ? I don’t know, but I know flowers ar& 
grown here, likewise vegetables.
3830. What is your water supply for the town ? Erom the Government tank and the creek.
3831. Has it to be carted, or is there a pipe service? At the present time it has to be carted, but the 
inhabitants have taken good care to have a large supply of rain water, and have gone to the expense of 
providing themselves with tanks, and of supplying themselves from the houses.
3832. Is the lay of the country surrounding this locality suitable for water conservation ? In my opinion
it is. There are many extensive flats in the ranges in which water could be conserved with embank
ments. ’
3833. Could it be conserved near the railway' line ? Yes ; the water could be used for irrigating the 
lower lands.
3834. Has there been any boring for water ? One bore has been put down, and the Government proposes 
to put another down.
3835. With what success ? I cannot speak as to the success of the first bore. It was not put down 
very deep, but they are just letting a contract to put an artesian bore down on the edge of the plain, about 
8 or 9 miles from here.
3836. Are there many wells in the district ? Yes, several wells. '
3837. What is the character of the water ? Mostly salty. There are one or two fresh water wells,—one 
at Purrnamoota, 25 miles from here, and another at a station, about 10 miles away.
3838. I suppose all the country round is taken up by mining leases and homestead leases ? Yes.
3839. Are there many homestead leases taken up round the Silverton district ? There are several.
3840. Are the holders prospering ? Evidently so.
3841. Are they cultivating? Not within my knowledge.
3842. What have they done towards improving their holdings ? Speaking of those adjoining the southern 
boundary of the municipality, they have fenced the land in, and made tanks. The land is used for 
dairying purposes.
3843. And those which are taken up are taken up evidently with the idea of permanent settlement ?
Yes, because they are not only supplying this town and the surroundings with milk, but they are likewise 
making butter. Eor the last few weeks the people have been supplied almost altogether with butter 
locally made—a thing unheard of prior to this season.
3844. Do you think these holders will be able to get a living upon these leases without any extrane
ous a,id. We have been told in many instances that butchers and mail contractors use these things as 
auxiliaries to their business. Do you think these people are going to live entirely on their own home
stead leases ? Yes, those I speak of are doing so. *
3845. Are they getting their own source of livelihood from-them? Possibly they may be engaged in 
mining as well, but there can be no doubt, under favourable conditions, that there is not a better spot in 
Australia for settling down. Of course in extremely dry seasons these people suffer very much. ,
3846. Is the country round here good holding ground for tanks ? Yes, in places on the flats. The 
Government tank upon this flat holds the water well.
3847. Mr. Hurley^ You made reference to the complaint prevalent in the district in regard to the large, 
area of land locked up by leases, and you were speaking about the defectiveness of the Mining Act. Is it 
not chiefly attributable to the fact that the labour conditions of the Act are not enforced ? That is' what 
I refer to.
3848. Is it not the duty of people of the district to report to the Department that the operation of the 
Act is being over-ridden ? Undoubtedly, if they feel aggrieved. I believe they have reported in a 
number of instances.
3849. At all events, if that were remedied and the labour conditions enforced, a larger area of country 
would be available for mining ? Yes, and the people of this country would get the benefit instead of 
foreigners—meaning people of other colonies, who mainly hold the leasss.
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- Mr. Uriah Dudley, mining engineer, sworn, and examined :—
3850. Chairman.'] "What are you ? Mining engineer and manager of the Umberumberka Silver-lead 
Mining Co.
3851. Mr Copeland.] Have you been long in this district ? About two years. I have only been about

0 ’’ ' nine months at this mine.
3852. What area of ground have you in this mine ? 140 acres,—two 40 acres blocks, and three 20
acres.
3853. Giving you about how long on the course of the lode ? About 6,000 feet. It runs diagonally 
through the block. It is over a mile of lode.
3854. In how many places have you proved the existence of the lode ? Por 2,000 feet in one place, and 
400 feet in a second place, at the other end of the ground.
3855. And for that 2,000 feet is the lode continuous ? Yes, without a fault.
3856. What is the ore worth on the surface ? It is worth as wc despatch it about £20, £26, and £27
per ton for lead and silver. .
3857. What percentage of lead does it contain ? The last six months average runs to 31 per cent, of 
lead, and 113 ounces of silver.
3858. It is a sulphide ore ? Yes, chiefly.
3859. How deep have you proved the lode ? 530 feet.
3860. At that depth have you a level ? I have just started one.
3861. And have you cut through the lode ? We are still in the lode at that point, but we are not 
through it.
3862. How wide have you proved it ? About 12 feet wide at that depth.
3863. Have you tested the quality of it for that distance ? No, not in bulk.
3864. Have you formed any opinion as to the value of it ? Yes. _
3865. What do you estimate the ore to be worth ? The ore at Umberumberka has to be picked 
considerably as it is very bunchy, and it shows the same characteristics at this level.
3866. What do you estimate the ore would average taking it right across the lode ? I have not tried it 
out at that level, but an estimation would lead me to suppose it would ghre about 12 ounces of silver to 
the ton, and about 12 per cent, of lead.
3867. Do you think the w-hole 12 feet of lode would average that ? It would where we have cut it. We 
are not quite through it yet.
3868. How much deeper is that than the level you were working at previously ? L60 feet.
3869. Do you know by your underground operations whether the lode is continuous ? Yes for 2,000 feet.
3870. But I mean in depth ? Yes, the whole of that depth, 530 feet, as stated.
3871. I suppose the shaft is a vertical one so that you have not sunk on the lode ? Yes.
3872. And you have every reason to believe the lode is continuous from the surface to the present depth ? 
There is no doubt of it.
3873. And you anticipate many years work in the future ? Yes.
3874. Do you consider the ore is payable ? Yes, it is payable at the present depth reached.
3875. Do you anticipate being able to pay dividends out of it ? I do, or I should not be there.
3876. What is your process of working. Do you concentrate the ore? The ore is first of all hand
picked, and what is left from the handpicking is put through a concentrating plant, and the concentrates 
together with the hand-picks are sent to South Australia for smelting.
3877. How many men do you give employment to at the present time ? About 130. ■
3878. Is that a fair average of the number of men you employ ? The last six months average was 120.
3879. What is the average pay sheet for a month ? About £1,400 a month, that is including my accounts 
for labour and material.
3880. You use a considerable quantity of mining timber ? Yes.
3881. What timber do you use ? The mining timber is chiefly round timber.
3882. Cut in the district ? No, the principal portion is cut in the district, but some comes from South 
Australia.
3883. What kind of timber is cut in the district ? Mulga. Anything from 4 to 7 inches in diameter, 
and from 6 to 7 feet long.
3884. Are you of opinion that the round props are stronger than similar pieces of sawn timber would 
be ? Bor the same area of wood they are decidedly much stronger.
3885. And do you think the Mulga wood have greater resisting power than the pine used at Broken
Hill? Yes, three times. ■
3886. So that if the railway were constructed here, you would be desirous of using as much of the colonial 
timber as you could get at a reasonable price, in preference to using imported pine ? I would not use the 
pine at all if I could get the hardwood.
3887. And you would not use sawn timber if you could get split or round ? No, only in shaft work.
3888. Do you anticipate opening up more shafts and employing more labour ? Yes, I have already started 
further developments.
3889. And you think in the course of a few months, or a year or two, you will bo employing more men 
than at present ? Yes.
3890. Is the prosperity of the mine sufficiently assured to warrant you in believing it will continue a 
payable mine for some years to come ? Yes.
3891. What is the average rate of wages paid to the miners ? They are all paid £3 a week for eight 
hour shifts.
3892. Where is the ore sent to ? All to South Australia.
3893. And you have no crushing or concentrating machinery ? Yes, we have crushing and concentrating 
machinery, but the dressed ore is sent to Adelaide to be smelted.
3894. Then you crush and concentrate tho ore on the mine and send the concentrates to Adelaide ? Yes.
3895. And the number of men you employ includes those engaged at the crushing works ? It includes 
those engaged at the crushing works.
3896. Do you consider your mine an exceptionally good one; is it the best one, or are there other mines 
likely to be as large undertakings as this one ? There are some likely to be 'much better, and to give 
employment to quite as much labour.
8897. Where do you get the mining stores from—candles and picks, steel for drills, and shovels? South
Australia, 3899.
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3S98. ^re the candles manufactured in Adelaide ? Some of them are, but I do not prefer them. $fr.
3899. You do not deal with Sydney im any way ? No, not at present. 'ET.. ^Dudley..
3900. I suppose the only connection you have with Sydney is in paying a rent of 5s. per acre per annum ' '
tor the ground you occupy ? That is all. 23 Oct., 1889.
3901. I suppose the whole ground is held, under a mineral lease ? All but two Modes, which are freehold.
Sometimes we pay the Government a little for water which we get from the tanks. .
3902. The Government is constructing the water supply ? Yes.
3903. You hai-e a knowledge ot the fact that it is proposed to build a railway here; can you say if the
railway were constructed to Silverton whether it w-ould be of any advantage to you in connection with the 
miner1 Yes; it w'ould be a decided advantage. We should he able to put up a smelter at the mine 
at once and smelt our own ore, in consequence of being able to get coal and coke and mining timber 
cheaper. °
3904. Do you think you would get the coal and coke from the western district of New South Wales ? 
xcs, it that coal wdll coke well; but I have no knowledge of that, but I presume it could be made to suit 
smelting.
390o. What distance have yon to carry firewood at'present? I get it from local supplies about 7 or 10 
miles away, and also from South Australia. I have got some from as far down the line as Naenara, over 
100 miles. That is better firew-ood than tho local supply.
3900. Do you anticipate that the local supply will disappear verv rapid! v? If all the mines round about were 
to go to work we should not have any timber here after about six mouths. We should consume every 
stick about the place within 10 or 12 miles.
3907. What do you pay for the wood ? Eleven to twelve shillings per ton ’ .
3908 Are you of opinion that coal would be cheaper for you to use than firewood ? Yes ; its extra heatiim 
quality will always commend it. °
3909. You think it would be cheaper to use coal than wood, and you would have a safe supply which von 
are not likely to have of wood ? That is true ; I have experienced want of stock within the last six months.
In the dry season here, teams are scarce, and we cannot get firewood when we want it.
3910. Mr. O Sullivan.'] You say you prefer hard and split timber to sawn and pine timber ; what are your
reasons tor that ? Tho round timber which is not cut across the grain is certainly stronger than if it 
were cut. j &
3911. Then you think it would be safer to work in mines with split and hard timber than to work the 
Oregon pine, which is sawn, and used in the Broken Hill Proprietary Mine ? Yes, in all cases.
3912. If the mines generally adopted this split and hard timber it is probable a large trade in hardwoods 
might arise between here and New South Wales ? Yes ; there w ould be a large trade for the w;hole of 
this district.
3913. What is your opinion of the mining prospects of this district ? I think the prospects are very good
seeing that silver-mining is practically a new'industry in the colonies. It suffers from pioneering, the 
same as other industries ; and many of the lodes which are only partially understood, and which have had 
very little work done upon them, have remained idle, owing to speculators outside wishing every day to 
get hold of another Broken Hill, which is the show mine of the world. I think the district warrants spendum 
a great deal ot money for prospecting, as the minerals go over such a large area, and lodes are known to 
exist tor considerable distances. .
3914. Do you think the mines which have stopped, or which have partially stopped workin"' are likely to 
resume operations if anyone else strikes a good lode ? Yes, they are sure to.
3915. I suppose they are holding back for some encouragement ? Yes.
qq1^’ sJl0uld the7 wor]c> tMs towrn is likely to become an important mining centre? Yes.
391/. J/E Hurley.] Can you give us any information regarding the outward and inward tonnage of your 

' -w w °,ut:'va™- tonnage during the last six months has been 675 tons; the inward tonnage, 2,558 tons.
3318. What does the inward tonnage comprise ? Generally stores—mining stores, tools, coal, coke, horse 
todder, and powder. ’ ’
3919. What is the average rate per ton ? The outward charge will bo’about 30s. a ton.
3920. And the outward aud inward tonnage is likely to increase considerably in years to come ? Yes • I '
am increasing it monthly. 1
3921 Chairman.] What are your view's as to the adjoining mines in the district? At Thackaringa there 
is a large number working. They get their supplies principally from this place, and their out-puts of ore 
are published vo. mo Silver Aye w'eekly. I have seen the mines themselves once or twice. My opinion is 

erm™ i • 6 mme 1 am at Preseut managing is turning out is only small compared with what tho mines 
at Thackaringa are turning out. I am sure they are turning out more than what I have mentioned for 
U mberumberka.

,^ou think the character of the mining there is as good as yours and possibly better ? I think the 
district compares favourably with this, and it may he better. ’ I have not examined it at length so as to 
be able to give a definite opinion. 0
SM8. Where does the ore from your mine go to ? Port Adelaide, and it is all smelted there.
3924. is it sent on to Sydney ? The bullion is generally sent on to Sydney by the Port smeltm" works to
he taken home by the Orient steamers. j j j a ,
3925. That is a very round-about way of sending it ? Yes.
3926. Mr. Hurley!] Have you had a large and varied experience in silver-mining? I had none before I 
qoo1'? rf'6’ c^ceP|'ln Queensland. Six or seven years ago I was managing two mines there.
ianl' ^haractei-of the mines here lead you to believe they are of a permanent character ? Yres.
3J28. Mr. O Sullivan.] You had in this district a mine called the Day-dream ? Yes.
3929. Can you tell how much it has paid in dividends ? I have no idea.
3930. Do you think it is likely to resume working on as large a scale as it was before ? I have never seen
tne mme, and. do not know the people connected with it. .
3931. Can you say anything with regard to the Terrible Dick mine ? I have seen it, hut I Lave not seen 
tne bottom or it.
3932. Can you give any idea of the probable prospects of that mine ? I could not say anything dcfinitelv,
qooo1 tnmk sP<;ndmS a lot more money upon. There was some good ore got there. "
'nqQA Ti? y0+L thl“k thlS ha/ k?en ^mrooghly prospected ? No, not up to the present .time. .
3934. _hen thoie is a probability of other good finds being made ? Yes.
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Mr. Charles Eing, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. C. King. 3935. Mr. Hurley^ What are you ? An agent, secretary for the Silverton Elux Company, and contractor
/—-'A-—v to one or two Companies. - -r. t tt-h r\ •

23Oct., 1889. 3930, What does the Flux Company represent? They supply limestone for Broken Hill Companies.
3937. Is it close to the railway line ? We have claims all over the district some at Thackeringa, some 
within 2 or 3 miles of Silverton, and some 8, and some 6 miles.
3938. Are they of a permanent character ? Tes.
3939. How is the lime obtained ? It is in alluvial beds. .
3910. Tou cannot say as to the permanency of the area of land you have ? Except where you can see 
the extent of the beds. ,
3941. But they may be exhausted in a few years ? Tes ; of course some of them will exhaust and others
will go on. .
3942. What is your output now—quarterly or monthly ? Since last January we have sent to Broken 
Hill approximately about 10,000 tons.
3943. Could they take a greater supply from you if you were prepared to supply them . INo ; we are 
prepared to supply them with more than they can take. We are prepared to supply them with 1,000
tons a week. . , , , . i i j j-
3944. An increased development of the mines in the district would give increased demand tor your
material ? Tes.
3945. Do you know much of agriculture ? Tes, a little. . .................
3946. Is the soil suitable for the growth of cereals in the district ? Tes ; with irrigation or rainfall.
3947. Have you practised it yourself? Ho. ,
3948. Tou believe the climate is suitable for agricultural if there were water. Give us an idea as to the
price of land in the town. Has it risen or fallen in the last six months ? It has been about the same 
during the last six months. .
3949. What is the unimproved land in the town worth ? It is very hard to state ; the fact is if you want
to buy land you have to pay a price for it, but if you have to sell it you have to sacrifice it to a great 
extent. . .
3950. The place does not seem to be progressing at the present time ? It is about stationary.
3951. What is that attributable to ? To the attraction of Broken Hill. Broken Hill has not only
attracted the population, but kept capital away from the district. , .
3952. It has taken the life out of the speculation in this portion of the district? Hot only of this 
portion of the district, but of the whole of the colonies. Of course they go for the greater thing and they 
pass by us.
3953. What you send away is sent by rail? Tes.
3954. What are the charges between here and Broken Hill ? 4s. 6d. a ton from Silverton and 6s. from
Thackeringa siding. ... ’i j t
3955. What rate is that per mile per ton ? I believe it is 14J miles from the goods shed about
4d. a mile. ,
3956. Have you to do your own loading and unloading ? Tes.
3957. Do you look upon that freight charge as excessive ? Tes. , , .
3958. Have you any idea as to what dividend the Company pays upon the expenditure in connection with 
the construction of the railway ? I could not say what it is, but 1 know it is something enormous. I 
believe they pay 20 per cent, on the nominal capital of the Company.
3959. Have you at anytime endeavoured to have the freight reduced? Tes, and we succeeded to a certain
extent. \Ye were paying 5s. 6d. a ton. Wh asked for a reduction and they reduced it to 4s. 6d. That 
was about 2 months ago. . .
3960. Mr. O'Sullivan.'] I presume your flux resources in this district are great enough to stand the strain
if the discoveries around Broken Hill should increase ? Tes. , , '
3961. If mining is prosperous there, you are likely to have a still greater trade from Silverton? Tes.
3962. Does the Tramway Company treat you in a fair and generous way ? As well as you could expect
monopolists to do. We often get stuck up. , , .
3963. Do you consider the fares fixed by the schedule of their Act as being too high ? Certainly.
3964. Do they run the trains to accommodate your business ? Ho; they do not accommodate us anything
out of the ordinary way. .
3965. How many trains run per day, say from here to Broken Hill ? There are two passenger trains 
one at 7 a.m., and the other in the afternoon, and the same number back.
3966. Do you think those are enough for the business of this district ? Ho ; there would be larger traffic 
if they ran trains more conveniently.
3967. Chairman.] What is the extent of your limestone beds? We have one about three-quarters of a
mile long by one quarter of a mile broad. We are just taking the bed up. We don’t take up the ground 
surrounding it, but we go to another bed; we get it as easily as we can. The beds are not necessarily 
adjoining one another. \\T have about 300 or 400 acres of ground. The lowest depth w7e have gone is 
25 feet. ,
3968. Was there apparently more limestone? Ho ; we estimate that as the bottom.

. 3969. What tenure have you of this property you get the limestone from ? Twenty years lease from the 
Government.
3970. Do you pay as a lease, or royalty ? We take it up in the same way as a mineral lease. We are 
prepared at the present time to enter into a contract for five years to supply 1,000 tons a week.
3971. Mr. O'Sullivan.] Has any attempt been made in the district to cultivate orchards or vineyards ? 
Only in a small way. We have a few gardens down the creek here, and some fruit trees look very nice 
there at times.
3972. Do you think from the character of this country it would be a suitable place for the culture of the 
vine ? Tes, especially in spots.
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. Mr. Francis Spence, station-master at Silverton, sworn, and examined :—
3973. Chairman.'] What position do you occupy ? Station master at Silverton.
3974. You are in the employ of the Silverton Tramway Company ? Yes.
3975. How many trains are there a day inward and outward ? Four each way.
3976. What times do they run? The train South leaves Broken Hill at T30, then at C o’clock in the 
morning, then at 11.20 a.m., and then there is a passenger train at 9 o’clock at night.
3977. Is the passenger train a goods train as well ? It is a mixed train.
3978. Which is the largest business in the way of freight—inwards or outwards ? Outwards from here.
3979. What does that chiefly consist of ? Flux going to Broken Hill. •
3980. With regard to the trade from Broken Hill, which is the larger freight, inward or outwards ? I 
could not say.
3981. I thought you kept the records of the business here? No, I have nothing to do with Broken Hill.
3982. With regard to the outward freight, how many tons a day go on the tramway ? About 70. ■
3983. That is a fair average from here to Broken Hill ? Yes, that is about an approximate average.
3984. What is the inward tonnage per day ? That would not go over 10 tons a day
3985. I suppose that consists generally of supplies for the town and district? Yes, of general goods.
3986. And a considerable amount of fodder I expect ? Not at present, but in dry seasons we have it. 
There is a lot of chaff.
3987. What is the freight per ton from here to Broken Hill ? For flux, 4s. 6d. ,
3988. Is not there a considerable amount of fuel brought here for the use of the mine inwards ? None 
whatever.
3989. Does any firewood come here by train ? No, it is all carted from the locality. '
3990. Have you any difficulty in keeping pace with the business, or could you supply more trains ? No, 
we have no difficulty at present.
3991. Are the goods kept waiting here any length of time ? No, there are trains on the time-table which 
do not run.
3992. Why not ? Because they are not required. _
3993. Can you tell us what amount of revenue you collect here in the shape of passenger .fares and 
tonnage ? About £250 a week, and that includes South Australian railway charges.
3994. You take at this office about £250 a week ? Yes.
3995. For passenger fares and freight ? Yes, say about £200.
3996. Is that a fair average of all the year round ? Yes, at this station at present.
3997. You stated just now that there were more trains on the time-table than actually run. Can you 
reconcile that with the statement made by the last witness that you do not consult the convenience of the 
goods owners at all? No.
3998. Mr. Bing stated it would be much more convenient if more trains ran from here to Broken Hill ?
With the present trains we can compete with the traffic. There may be a delay of a few hours now and 
then with flux. .
3999. That is the very trade he speaks of. Have you been asked by him to run trains more frequently ? 
No, I have not.
4000. Do you know whether application has been made ? No.
4001. Do you know what it cost to construct this line? No.
4002. I suppose you know they are losing money every day by running it? I could not tell you.
4003. Mr. hurleyThe last dividend was 25 percent., was it not? I could not say.
4004. Have you a balance-sheet ? No. .
4005. Have you ever seen one ? No.
4006. Are you a shareholder? No.
4007. Mr. O’ Sullivan.] Has your Company ever tried running an early train from- Silverton to Broken 
Hill, and an evening one? There have been different times for trains.
4008. Do you think if the Company ran a train (say) at 7.30 a.m., in time to land business people at 
Broken Hill, and another in the evening about 5.30 or 6, to bring them back, it would lead to a number of 
residents of Broken Hill living here ? From what I have been informed I should believe it would.
4009. If the Company put on a morning and evening train it would possibly induce a large passenger 
traffic ? I think it would slightly ; although I think it has gone too far for that now.
4010. What do you mean by gone too far ? If there had been a passenger train at the start no doubt 
there would have been a large number of people travelling.
4011. Do you mean to say that Silverton has gone too far, or is it too late to think of doing this ? I 
could not say about that; Silverton has not the same trade as it had.
4012. Do not you think it would lead to an improvement in the prospects of Silverton, if this became the 
suburban home for well-to-do people in Broken Hill ? I believe it would.
4013. Do you consider it is too late to attempt to create this traffic ? I could not give an opinion.
4014. Do you keep any record of the number of passengers between here and Broken Hill? Yes; an 
average of about 130 a w'eek.
4015. How many from Broken Hill to Silverton ? About half of that number. .
4016. Can you give an idea of the numbers a year ago ? It would be more then.
4017. What is the reason for the decline? I think the people have gone from Silverton to the Hill and 
have settled there.
4018. Has business increased in volume since you took office ? No ; it is less now than it was in goods, 
and I should think it is about the same in passenger traffic.
4019. You referred just now to a trade in chaff; where does that come from ? South Australian stations 
—from Jamestown, Saddleworth, and Riverton.

Mr. F. Spence.
2^0cCl889.

Mr. John James Collier, iron-mine proprietor, sworn, and examined:—
4020. Mr. Hurley.] What are you ? Proprietor of an iron mine. ]yjr-
4021. Have you been lone in the district ? Nearly five years. J. J. Collier.
4022. What you engaged'in ? At present I am sending iron flux to Block 14.
4023. What ai-ea of land do you hold ? 80 acres, under a mineral lease. 23 Oct., 1889.

4024.
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Mr. 402-1. What is your output P We have sent as much as 80 tons a week, hut latterly the mine has been 
J. J. Collier, anc[ we are only starting again.

4025. Tou could send more if the demand was greater? Yes. In the course of eighteen months or two 
23 ct., 9. years we jje sending 400 or 500 tons a month.

4026. What is the character of your ore ? Iron flux.
4027. Is it kidney ore or hematite P I do not know any special name, but it is first-class flux.
4028. How do you find it—in beds ? It is in the lode.
4029. So that there may be any quantity of it ? You can trace it through an 80-acre block from one end
to the other ; and where wc.have opened it, it has opened from 1 foot to 10 feet.
4030. How many men have you employed P Eight; and we think of putting on a lot more.
4031. Have you had any experience in mining? Not a great deal in silver-mining.
4032. Have you been employed in agriculture at all ? Yes, a little.
4033. Is the district suitable for agriculture ? It would be in fair seasons.
4031. How do you send the ore to the market ? Erom Silverton, by the tram line.
4035. What do you pay ? 4s. Gd. a ton.
4036. Do you look upon that as an excessive rate ? I think it ought to be done cheaper.
4037. Have you paid any dividends in the mine? Yes ; a few. We pay about £1 a week in general—
there are only six of us in the mine, and we are only working on a small scale.
4038. But you look upon it as a dividend-paying concern, provided you had a sufficient market to take 
your flux to ? Yes.
4039. Mr. O'Sullivan.'] Are the supplies of ironstone large in this district ? Yes ; I have a big contract 
just now.
4040. I presume there is room for extension ? Yes. '
4011. You carry on business on a fairly large scale if the mines require it ? Yes.
4042. Can you state whether the ore is rich ? I never had any tried ; but Mr. Lane told me it is the best 
flux there.
4013. Do you supply any other mine but Block 14 ? No.
4044. Where do the others get it from ? They get it from their own mines.
4015. Which mine does the Mount Vulcan Ironstone Quarry supply? They were supplying Block 14 with 
some; but I believe they have knocked off. ,
4046. What other mines do thejr supply ? I do not think they are supplying any other.
4047. Have you any knowledge of the surrounding hills ? Yes.
4048. Is there any place where water can be stored on a large scale ? Not on the hill, I think.
4019. Or on the general catchment ? On the flats it is good open country.
4050. I suppose this district is not likely to run short of water if proper provision is made ? No.
4051. Chairman.] Are there other iron deposits that you are aware of besides your own holding ? I do not
know of any.
4052. How much do you send to Block 14 ? We are only just starting now, and have not sent in much 
for the last four weeks on account of their stopping the smelters.
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Mr. Archibald Henry Gibson, general forwarding agent, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. 4053. Chairman.] What arc you? Agent for Charles Chappie, of Broken Hill and Siverton.

A. H. Gibson .4051. What business do you carry on f General forwarding and agency business.
4055. Can you give any particulars as to the amount of business done here? I have made up all my

23 Oct., 1839. returns, and I believe Mr. Chappie gave them to you in Broken Hill.
4056. No ; he did not give us them separately ? I have taken down the amount for Silverton and Cockburn
together, where we have a branch. I have made up the return for three months, ending 30th September. 
The ore which actually went through our hands was 756 tons, sent from Silverton and Cockburn, and the 
wool was 316 tons. The imports we received were,—general merchandise 266 tons, and beside that there 
is a lot of local traffic which I have no note of, such as goods going to Broken Hill and Umberumberka, 
and from Thackaringa to Broken Hill, and so on.
4057. Would that be taken by train or teams ? Brought to tho train by teams.
4058. Have you any idea what that traffic would amount to ? No.
4059. Where is that pricked up> then ? A lot of ironstone is sent from Thackaringa for the Broken Hill 
smelters.
4060. Is there a station on the iinc ? Yes; the Thackaringa siding. We sent a lot to Umberumberka hy 
rail during the three' months mentioned—about 60 or 70 tons.
4061. Can you tell us what you have.paid the Tramway Company for carriage during that period ? I have 
no note of it now.
4062. How are you served by this tramway—does it run conveniently or otherwise ? I think it is convenient.
4063. It answers all the purposes you require of it with regard to time ? Yes.
4061. What do you chiefly bring up from tho South ? Mostly stores, chaff, aud flour. Of course this 
266 tons is only what passed through our hands.
4065. Is there any other business of a like character to yours in Silverton ? One other.
4066. Do they do as large a trade as you ? Perhaps their tonnage is as large. AVe do the largest busi
ness up country. *
4067. Mr. O’•SWfmjfl.] Where docs the wool come from which you forward? Erom Mount Browne 
district, and the Queensland border.
4068. Anyw’here else ? Erom Balaclava Station.
4009. Where is that ? About 50 or 60 miles from Cockburn. It is between here and the Hiver 
Darling.
4070. Are there any other stations round there ? No ; we don’t send from any other.
4071. How often do you got wool from the Mount Browne district? There is sometimes a difficulty in 
getting teams. Sometimes two years’ wool will come in one year.
4072. Do you get wool from the Mount Browne district, and outlying stations, when the river is up ? We 
have got it this year.
4073. Do your teams go straight from Silverton, or do they belong to Broken Hill ? A lot of teams are 
carrying between here and Mount Browne. It saves freight between Broken Hill and Silverton.

4074.
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4074. Do tlie teams start from Cockburn ? No ; they go up loaded from here and bring back wool. '
4075. Do these teams make Broken Hill or Silverton their point of departure and return P Silverton.
4076. Then they look upon Silverton as their head-quarters ? Yes.
4077. And they start from here with supplies to the stations and bring hack the wool? Yes.
4078. Why do they come on to Silverton instead of stopping at Broken Hill ? To save freight between 
Broken Hill. •
4079. Could not they save more freight by going to Cockburn ? Yes.
4080. Do they often go there ? No; there is no up-country merchandise sent to Cockburn, because in 
dry seasons there is a scarcity of feed and water there.
4081. Did you get the wool towards the river this year ? Yes.
4082. How many tons came ? I have not the weight.
4083. I presume you had wool brought down before this mineral country was opened up ? Yes ; we have
always had wool for the last three or four years. ‘
40S4. Where were Mr. Chappie’s head-quarters before Silverton and Broken Hill were opened ? Always 
at Silverton; but we have had branches as the line has been completed.
4085. Mr. Chappie has been long established in this district? Yes.
4086. Ho was here long before Silverton and Broken Hill were opened ? Yes.
4087. Where did he operate from then ? Mundy Mundy Station, I believe.
4088. Where did he operate from when he started as a forwarding agent ? I think it was from 
Terowie.
4089. Can you state if Mr. Chappie first began to work as a forwarding agent in Silverton? His head
office was here, I think. '
4090. Before Silverton was established, where were his headquarters as a forwarding agent ? He had no 
quarters then.
4091. Then all the trade he now does with Mount Browne and outlying stations in the carriage of wool
and stores has arisen since Silverton has started ? Yes ; within the last four or five years. .
4092. Chairman^] Before this tramway wras started had you anything to do with the forwarding of goods 
from here to Cockburn ? Yes ; we had our forwarding office at Cockburn.
4093. How do the rates of freight compare now by tramway with what it cost before the tramway was 
started, when jou wrere sending by teams? The teams used to cost us between 25s. and 30s. a ton to 
Silverton.
4094. And now ? And now it is about 8s. or 10s.
4095. How long did it take to get the goods there by team ? There was often delay in wet weather.

Mr.
A. H. Gibson.

23 Oct., 1889.

Bichard Mooney, Esq., Sub-collector of Customs, sworn, and examined:—■
4096. Mr. O'1 Sullivan.'] What position do you occupy in Silverton ? Sub-collector of Customs.
4097. Do you keep a record of all the goods which go through here to Broken Hill ? I keep a record of 
the whole of the imports and exports arriving by train whether for here or Broken Hill.
4098. Can you lay before the Committee any statement with regard to the inward traffic ? I can give 
you my statistical returns for the last year and this.
4099. Gfive us the total inward tonnage for 1888 ? The statistics are not made up in tons for all goods.. 
Some of the information is given in packages, and the spirits are given in gallons, not in weight.
4100. G-ive us the general total;—the tonnage first and the total of the other ? I can tell you the 
weights of the principal items.
4101. State the totals so far as you can give them ? I can give you the total value for last year. The 
total value of the imports was £1,072,636 for 1888, for Silverton and Broken Hill.
4102. What was the value for 1889 ? Tip to the 14th of October the value was £706,689.
4103. Does that show an increase upon last year? 1 think it will show a decrease upon the 
corresponding period.
4104. Can you give us the total tonnage ? I think the total tonnage will be for this year about 2,500 
tons inwards and outwards per week. That refers to all descriptions of goods, including coal, coke, and 
timber. That is about the average weight carried by the Tramway Company. Last year the goods 
inwards would be larger than this, but they will,be greater outwards this year than last.
4103. Why should the quantity of goods he larger last year than this, seeing that there is now a larger 
population ? The people have now all their houses built, which, they had not last year. These are to a 
great extent articles of timber for building. ”

E. Mooney, 
Esq.

23 Oct., 1889.

4106. Have you a record of'the amount of outward tonnage? Yes; to the 14th of this month there 
were 26,094 tons of silver lead sent away, of the value of £1,208,944. Besides the bullion there wore 
29,386 tons of silver ore of the value of £202,544. There were 9 tons of tin ore, valued at £86; 106 
tons of copper ore, valued at £1,081; 34 cwt. of gold quartz, valued at £17; 1,105 hides, valued at 
£722 ; and about 7 tons of tallow, valued at £92. In consequence of the river being navigable during 
tho present wool season, a large quantity of wool, which would have come here, went down the river. 
Up to date there have been 10,740 bales of greasy wool gone down the line. In all there have been 
14,233 bales of New South Wales wool sent away this year to date, besides 1,262 bales of Queensland 
wool. The value ol the New South Wales wool was £139,383. Live stock does not travel by rail.
4107. The figures you have just given us of tho outward trade are for nine months of the year 18S9 
only ? They are up to the 14th of October, nine and a half months.
4108. Will you state how this trade compares with the outward trade done last year ? It is considerably 
in excess of the full total of last year.
4109. In what respects ? The increase has been in wool, silver lead, bullion, and silver ore.
4110. Have you noticed a cessation in the building material taken to Broken Hill? Yes; it has fallen 
off in quantity.
4111. Do you take that as an indication that the building requirements of Broken Hill are more than
sufficient for the population ? I think so, and are likely to remain so for some time. *
4112. Are the live stock driven overland from Queensland? The cattle come principally from 
Queensland, and the sheep principally from New South Wales—generally from any part of the country 
west of the Darling.

4113.
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E. Mooney, 4ll3 How (|0 vou think they come from—as far as Paroo ? The greater number of them from west
of the Paroo. i i - t

o„ 0 . 1SSq 4114. Do they come from farther north than Louth ? Tes; from the Queensland border.
’ 4115. Have you noticed any live stock coming up from the South Australian side to Silverton, and Broken

Hill ? Tes ; a considerable number of cattle come up from South Australia to Broken Hill.
4116. Pat stock for slaughter ? Tes. ■
4117. Then as a matter of fact the South Australian people are supplying these markets with stock tor

' slaughter? They supply a great portion. _ _
4118. Where does the other stock come from ? Queensland, principally.
4119. Do any of the surrounding stations supply a portion of the market ? Tes, with sheep; but there are 
scarcely any cattle upon the country about here now.
4120. Do you think a line constructed from Cobar to Broken Hill would be likely to intercept that fat 
stock trade, and allow the graziers along that line of railway to supply the market ? The market is a very 
limited one.
4121. But there are over 16,000 people there, are there not ? They seem to think so, but I am rather 
doubtful of the number.
4122. At all events there is a considerable population ? Tes. .....
4123. And it is likely to be further increased ? It is the opinion of a good many that it will increase, but
I think it will remain stationary for a long time. _ . .
4124. At any rate it is understood that there are over 16,000 persons there, and if that is so it affords a
good local market for the consumption of fat stock ? Tes. _
4125. If the graziers living on the line of railway between Broken Hill and Cobar could reach the 
market in ten or twelve hours would they be likely to supply it ? Tes; but I am of opinion that the 
cattle we got from Cobar would come originally from Queensland, and it would be just as short to drive 
them direct from Queensland to Broken Hill. They would have better country to go through.
4126. Tou are alluding to cattle only ? Tes. '
4127. Would not our graziers along the line be likely to get the sheep portion of the trade if they had a
railway running to Broken Hill? Ho ; I do not think so. . ...
4128. Do you think if a man were to drive his stock 50 or 100 miles he could compete with a man living 
alongside the railway, who could run his sheep in fat, and without being deteriorated in value by being 
compelled to travel ? No; but Broken Hill is in the midst of a large sheep run. There are enough 
sheep-bred on the surrounding stations to keep Broken Hill going for the next hundred years.
4129. There are not many sheep fattened there ? Oh, yes. _ _
4130. If that is the case how comes it that Queensland is supplying a considerable number of stock ? It
is only supplying it with cattle. .
4131. And are the South Australian graziers only sending cattle? Tes; any sheep coming here from 
South Australia are sheep returned after being removed for want of food, or stud sheep.
4132. What are the principal articles of import to Silverton and Broken Hill, which come through your 
hands ? Coal, coke, timber, drapery, wearing apparel, wines and spirits, beer, &c.
4133. Which is the largest item of import ? Coke, as regards weight. There have been 2o,000 tons of 
coke imported up to now, this year, and about 6,000 tons of coal.
4134. And what length of timber ? 9,360,000 feet super., that is of every description of timber, rough
and dressed. .
4135. And all that passes over this railway line? Tes, we do not keep separate returns for Silverton and 
Broken Hill. They are coupled together. We only keep separate returns so far as the revenue is 
concerned.
4136. Have you got the revenue received as regards Silverton for this year or last year ? The revenue
at Silverton last year was £18,506 upon all goods. _
4137. What is your opinion in regard to the trade of this place. Has it increased lately or decreased ?
It has decreased as far as revenue is concerned, and also at Broken Hill. At Broken Hill the revenue 
decreased £5,268 on the nine months ending September 30th, 1889, as compared with the corresponding 
period of 1888, and the decrease here was still greater, being £7,000. _ _
4138. Is the item of timber import an exceptionally large one or about the average ? It is an exception
ally large one, I was quite astonished at it myself. _
4139. Have you got the timber import for the year before ? Tes, the total timber last year was almost 
as large, if not larger —9,693,942 feet. This year, of course, is only up to date.
4140. Can you give us the total revenue received for 1888 by you? The total for last year at Broken 
Hill was £64,915, and to the end of September this year, £47,442.

James Francis Williams, Esq., Warden’s Clerk and Mining Eegistrar, Silverton, sworn, and examined :— 
j. F. 4141. Mr, TonTcin.~\ What position do you hold? I am Warden’s Clerk and Mining Eegistrar at 

Williams.Esq. Silverton. i j „
A—4142. Can you give us any figures in regard to the revenue received in your Department up to the end of 

23 Oct., 1889.1888 ? Tes; I can give you the amount of revenue received from March, 1883, to September 30th, 
1888, as £60,079 8s.
4143. What is that at the rate of per year ? About £12,000 a year. _
4144. In what manner was that money received? It was received by way of deposits for rent of mineral 
leases, survey fees, miners’ rights, stamp duties, &c.
4145. Could you give us the revenue from September, 1888, to September, 1889 ? Tes, the total was
£2,595 15s. .
4146. Can you account for that tremendous falling off ? Tes ; there is not the same amount of specula-

• tion. There is not the same quantity of land taken up for mining purposes. . _
4147. Which is the principal part which has fallen off so materially—the applications for leases or miners’
rights ? In all respects—miners’ rights, business licenses, and the mineral licenses—the applications are 
not so great as informer years. .
4148. Have many of these leases have been allowed to lapse and taken up again ? Tes ; any lands which 
are supposed to be well situated are retaken up.
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4149. Is that the principal portion of the application money you have received these twelve months—for J- B'.
forfeited leases re-applied for ? Not altogether—in some cases for cancelled leases, and some for new
land. --v~—
4150. In what particular year were the principal receipts, and the amount ? In March, 1888, the amount 23 
taken was £7,001 10s.
4151. Was that for one month? Yes; in the Pehruary preceding, the amount was £4,372 5s., and in
April £4,109 7s. (id. J r t,, ,
4152. That was nearly £16,000 in three months ? Yes.
4153. That was, of course, during the great boom you had ? Yes.
4154. Then you must have had, previous to the boom, some years which have been materially less than
the receipts for this year? No; in October there was £1,950 taken. That was 50 per cent, under 
what was taken for the whole year. The receipts for this last year were £2,595. In October of 1887, 
they were £1,950 ; in November, £1,622 ; and in December, £1,059. This last year is by far the worst 
of any. ' ’
4155. Do you notice whether this year there has been a gradual decrease—that each month has been 
getting worse, or has it been a sudden collapse? No, the collapse has not been sudden. Each month has not 
been getting less. The average, perhaps, is between £250 and £300 a month.
4156. How many leases are there in this district in active work? I have taken the number of leases in 
actual force from the last Gazette, and there are 1,171 in the Silverton- district. That includes Broken 
Hill.
4157. Is Broken Hill included in the Siverton district as the Warden’s district? Until the last twelve 
months it was.
4158. But do you take in all Broken Hill? No ; there are two districts.
4159. Can you give us the number of leases in active operation in this district, independent of Broken 
Hill ? No, I have not got them separately. I have the lot together—1,171.
4160. I suppose a very large majority of these leases are at Broken Hill, and not here ? No ; the 
Silverton district is a larger one than Broken Hill, and 1 think you may divide them equally.
4161. Can you give any idea of the number of claims in this district which you know to be in active 
work? No.
4162. Is there any possible way of getting that return ? It could be got with a good deal of labour.
4163. Do you think there is a large number of lease applications lying dormant now which ought to be 
cancelled, or labour conditions insisted upon ? Yes, I am sure there is.
4164. Do you not think there are more leases held in that manner—without the labour conditions being 
complied with than there are leases in active work ? Yes, I think the great majority are idle. I believe 
it is the rule of the Mines Department not to wish to cancel leases where they find there has been a great 
expenditure. They are lenient to the holders of these leases.
4165. But that must be detrimental to this district ? Yes, it would be far better if the lessees were
compelled to work. -
4166. Can you say whether there are many of these leases—which are known to be payable leases—which 
are lying idle for the want of the fulfilment of the labour conditions ? I hardly know what is payable 
and what is not.
4167. Do you have many complaints in regard to these labour conditions not being complied with ? I have 
inquiries, perhaps, several times a day, as to whether such and such blocks are cancelled or void. People 
find there is no work being carried out upon them, and they come to the office to know whether the 
ground is held under lease or not, or whether it is cancelled.
4168. Has the "Warden lately received many communications from the Minister to inspect those leases 
and see whether the labour conditions are being complied with ? He receives some of them every week.
4169. And of course attends to that business ? No doubt he gives it attention. He sends some one, if 
he does not go himself.
4170. In your opinion, is the mining industry in the Silverton district in a flourishing state or not ? No ; I 
should say it was in a depressed state. It is of no use a single party of miners taking up land here.
Unless they have a large capital they cannot work. Mining requires a large amount of capital to be 
invested before there can be any returns.
4171. That is the particular class of mining in this district ? Yes ; silver mining.
4172. And that accounts in a great measure for many of the labour conditions not being complied with.
The ground is taken up by speculators, and if they cannot get the capital invested in the mines they 
stand idle ? Yes.
4173. Mr. O Sullivan.'] You said a number of leases had been allowed to lapse and afterwards taken up ?
Yes.
4174. Were they taken up by the same persons or by fresh ones ? Usually by fresh applicants.
4175. Does that suggest the idea that these lands have been merely used for speculative purposes ? I 
cannot tell for what purposes they are taken up, I never inquired. If they make the application that is 
sufficient for me.
4176. If any applications are made, how long is it before the leases are issued ? I have noticed the
Mines Department recently has been very energetic. I have lately seen leases come up which have been .
applied for only five or six months ago. I have noticed other times when it has taken eighteen months,
and two and three years.
4177. Has it been the practice for some persons to be able to have their application pending for eighteen 
months or two years, and during that period to pay no rent at all ? When an application is made, and 
the first years rent is paid, there is no rent due until after the lease is issued. If it is pending eighteen 
months or two years, there is no rent accruing.
4178. Then for that time they monopolise these lands, and hold them for speculative purposes without 
paying money to the Crown, and they avoid the labour conditions ? They are not bound to go to work 
until they get the lease.
4179. But has that practice prevailed in this district ? It does to a large extent.
4180. Then we cannot gauge the mining prospects of this district by the number of applications for . 
mineral leases ? I expect not.
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John Saunders, Esq., Clerk of Petty Sessions, Silverton, sworn, and examined :—
4190. Chairman^ Tou are Clerk of Petty Sessions at Silverton P Tes.
4191. How lon^ have you been here ? Since August, 1884.
4192. What is the record of lees received in your department ? I can give them from 1883 to the 30th
of last month. .
4193. Can you give us the return from all sources from 1883 to the present ? The total is £(5,019 9s. lOd.; 
from all sources. Tho last twelve months was £1,016. The average receipts are about that sum.
4194. What do the fees consist of? Pines, hawkers’ licenses, and publicans’ transfers.
4195. How many hotels are there in this place P In the Silverton district there must be about twenty.
4196. How many are there iu the town of Silverton ? About eight.
4197. What is your opinion as to the state of tho district at the present time—as to its advancement or 
otherwise ? At the present time it looks very healthy. I think the mines in and around Silverton at the 
present time look better than ever they did. •
4198. Tou base that statement on the fact that they are being worked systematically ? Tes, some of the 
mines are. Why Silverton is so quiet and dull is on account of Broken Hill having all the attraction.
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Mr. Henry Browne sworn, and further examined :—
Mr. 4199. Chairman.'] Tou are a merchant in a large way of business at Silverton ? Tes.

H. Browne. 4200. And during the four years, ending March, 1889, you have paid away for goods passing through 
^S^OctT^lSSQ y°ur liailds between £60,000 and £70,000? Tes.*
" ■’ ‘ 4201. And there are other linns in Silverton doing business ? Tes, equally as well.

4202. How many P Pour others, and their output will probably be as large as mine.
4203. And that money has all gone out of the country? Tes, into another colony, to my regret.

* Not!! {on revision) :—What I meant in reply to this question was that to March, 1890, with like average, the amount 
stated would go through, otherwise one-i'ourth must be deducted, and it would be £15,000 for the three years ending March, 
1889.

J. Saunders, 
Esq.

23 Oct., 1889.
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APPENDIX.

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.
Railway from Nyngan to Cobar.

SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

APPENDIX.

A.
Cobae, Nymagee, and Hyngan Teaefic.

gir, Eailway Station, Nyngan, 15 October, 1889.
I have the honor to forward you copies of returns of Cobar, Nymagee, and Nyngan traffic, for the information of 

your Honorable Committee, as requested by the Sectional Committee, who visited Nyngan on Saturday the 5th October.
These are exact copies of returns made out for the information of the Eailway Department at various times.

The Secretary, Parliamentary Standing Committee, X have, &c.,
Public Works Office, Sydney. ALBEET S. KOWLINd.

Kettjen of Tonnage of Goods inwards and outwards, and Bevenue thereon, 1 January, 1887, to 19 March, 1888.

Tonnage—Inwards. Revenue. Tonnage Outwards. Revenue.*

1887.
6,459

£ s. d. 
19,052 0 0 7,491

£ s. d.
948 4 2

To 19 March, 1888.
1,525 4,782 4 6 951 13 18 0

* Outwards Revenue is only what is paid at Nyngan station before despatch.

A Comparative Eeturn showing number of passengers, tons of wrool, total tonnage, and total revenue derived from Nyngan
each month for the years 1887, 1888, and 1889.

1887. 1883. . 1889.

Months. No. of 
Pas

sengers.
Total

Tonnage.
Total 

Revenue 
of Station.

Tons of 
Wool.

No. Of 
Pas

sengers.
Total

Tonnage.
Total 

Revenue 
of Station.

Tons of 
Wool.

No. of 
Pas

sengers.
Total' 

Tonnage.
Total 

Revenue 
of Station.

Tons of 
Wool.

£ £ £
January ....... 331 1,258 2,175 482 449 905 2,338 219 437 1,865 3,137 260
February....... 345 724 2,217 147 371 904 2,591 121 368 1,739 2,793 47

354 864 2,135 191 377 976 2,207 43 465 1,663 2,781 44
April ...........
May...............

347 806 2,299 43 392 1,093 2,537 12 318 900 2,063 42
386 1,125 2,074 12 315 1,108 2,455 354 770 1,915 16
287 1,133 2,101 319 1,135 2,473 347 735 1,540 23

July..............
August .......
September ...

248 921 2,420 13 348 1,326 3,043 12 322 1,185 2,243 21
276 975 2,006 90 423 1,965 3,106 486 265 1,697 2,022 400
255 1,147 1,787 373 481 2,528 2,991 869 310 1,189 1,868 617

October .*..... 540 2,130 2,826 788 578 3,362 3,801 1,513 ...

November ... 545 2,153 2,780 1,002 547 3,038 3,805 825
December ... 570 1,804 2,371 596 628 2,176 3,235 367

4,484 15,040 27,191 3,737 5,228 20,516 34,582 4,467 [ 3,216 11,743 20,362 1,470

Eeturn of Traffic from Nyngan to Cohar—1st July, 1886, to 31st March, 1887.

A Rate. B Rate. 1st Class. 2nd Class. 3rd Class. 4th Class. Total.

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons.
621 71 55 180 311 7 1,245

Beturn of Traffic from Nyngan to Nymagee—1st July, 1886, to 31st March, 1887.

A Rate. B Rate. 1st Class. 2nd Class.
'

3rd Class. 4th Class. Total.

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons.
475 105 43 200 335

.

4 1,162

Beturn of Traffic from Cobar to Nyngan—1st July, 1886, to 31st March, 1887.

A Rate. B Rate. 1st Class. 2nd Class. 3rd Class. 4th Class. Total.

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons.
54 47 9 ■ 4 13 3 130

5 (a)—B
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Return of Traffic from Nymagee to Nyngan—1st July, 1886, to 31st March, 1887.

A Rate. B Rate. 1st Class. 2nd Class. 3rd Class. 4th Class. Total.

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons.
10 14 9 . 2 3 1 39

Return of Traffic from Nyngan to Nymagee from 1st June, 1888, to 31st May, 1889.

Months. A Rate. B Rate. 1st Class. 2nd Class. 3rd Class. 4th Class.

1888. Tons cwt. Tons cwt. Tons cwt. Tons cwt. Tons cwt. Tons cwt.
June............. 14 19 12 17 69 14 10 13 33 18 1 17
July ............. 27 8 48 15 33 4 52 14 45 12 2 5
August......... 11 18 32 0 3 16 17 5 41 3 2 8
September .. 32 7 18 3 157 6 25 5 31 14 17 0
October ..... 29 12 9 0 25 9 33 7 35 13 1 12
.November .. 43 8 15 13 47 15 45 13 60 12 4 2
December .. 42 16 4 6 9 6 28 1 38 18 • 1 14

1889.
January ..... 42 17 16 1 9 15 28 3 31 9 0 12
February ..... 73 14 S 15 30 1 22 4 30 11 2 6
March ......... 51 10 2 4 2 8 23 12 33 15 1 8
April.............. 39 10 5 10 2 13 11 9 28 7 16 0
May .............. 17 16 2 9 5 17 29 11 0 5

427 15 173 4 393 16 304 3 441 3 51 9

Return of Traffic from Nyngan to Cobar from 1st June, 1888, to 31st May, 1889.

Months.
^ A Rate.

B Rat 1st Class. 2nd Class. 3rd Class. 4th Class.

1888. Tons cwt. Tons cwt. Tons cwt. Tons cwt. Tons cwt. Tons cwt.
June............. 29 6 20 11 22 0 17 2 38 11 3 6
July ............. 18 4 31 6 65 4 32 0 24 10 1 8
August ..... 88 G 29 19 5 12 18 17 49 19 3 17
September .. 29 10 15 9 28 15 21 16 39 16 1 2
October......... 56 13 5 14 57 9 18 19 51 1 3 4
.November .. 42 14 10 4 97 3 27 1 62 5 4 1
December..... 69 17 6 16 10 17 16 9 35 17 0 16

1SS9.
January ..... 94 12 13 13 20 12 27 15 49 3 1 8
February ..... 33 3 15 3 24 13 23 12 44 13 1 8
March ......... 141 13 16 19 23 19 19 3 29 1 3 2
April.............. 62 3 7 19 8 6 10 1 24 17 1 5
May .............. 50 4 1 2 4 12 20 2 24 6 1 6

716 5 174 15 369 2 252 17 473 19 26 3

Return of Copper and Wool from Cobar to Nyngan—1st July, 1886, to 31st March, 1887.

No. ingots Copper. Weight. No. bales Wool. Weight.

Tons cwt. Tons cwt.
80,886 766 3 5,477 1,003 13

Return of Copper and Wool from Nymagee to Nyngan—1st July, 1886, to 31st March, 1887.

No. ingots Copper. Weight. No. bales Wool. Weight.

- Tons cwt. Tons cwt.
85,538 745 18 5,098 1,021 17

Approximate Return of Tonnage from Nyngan to Cobar, from April, 1887, to 31st March, 1888. 
General goods .................................. 1,251 tons 14 cwt,

Approximate Return of Tonnage from Nyngan to Nymagee, from April, 1887, to 31st March, 1888. 
General goods .................................. 1,122 tons 2 cwt.

Approximate Return of Tonnage from Cobar District to Nyngan, from April, 1887, to 31st March, 1888.

No. bales Wool. Weight. No. ingots Copper. Weight. General Goods. Total.

Tons cwt. Tons cwt. Tons cwt. Tons cwt.
6,396 1,115 6 237,195 2,165 7 78 0 3,358 13
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Approximate Return of Tonnage from Nymagee District to Nyngan, from April 1887, to March, 1888.

No. bales Wool. Weight. No. ingots Copper. Weight. General Goods. Total.

7,025
Tons cwt.
1,138 0 139,650

Tons cwt.
1,349 1

Tons cwt.
7 0

Tons cwt.
2,494 1

Return of Traffic from Nymagee to Nyngan from 1st June, 1888, to 31st May, 1889.

Ingots— 
Copper. Weight. A Rate. B Rate. 1st Class. 2nd Class. Bales— 

Wool. Weight.

1888.
J une..................
July..................
August .........
September .....
October ..........
November ......
December ......

1889.
January ..........
February ..........
March ..............
April ..............
May..................

22,177
14,043
12,729
11,120
15,172
10,859
12,208

8,084
14,776
9,267
3,982
4,029

138,446

Tons ewt. 
211 19

Tons cwt.

138
113
100
145
101 15 
113 12

75 3
136 14

16
4 

16
5 

13
2

0 12

88
37
37

1,298 17 14 12

Tons cwt.
1 13 
0 10
2 9
2 10 
2 7

4 14

2 6 
0 11 
1 5

Tons cwt. 
1 0 
0 2
0 17
1 17
1 2 
1 3
0 12

0 7

o "io

18 7 19

Tons cwt. 
0 ""2

Tons cwt. 
0 13

259 48 19
1,510 270 6
3,872 653 5
1,980 335 8

682 121 5

148 18 4
40 4 16
11 2 9
6 1 0

8,512 1,456 5

Return of Traffic from Cobar to Nyngan from 1st June, 1888, to 31st May, 1889.

Months. Ingots— 
Copper. W eight. A Rate. B Rate. 1st Class.

1888. Tons cw’t. Tons cwt. Tons cwt. Tons cwt.
June..................................... 6,643 63 11 2 5 1 17 0 19
July...................................... 6,508 62 13 2 18 2 15 0 6
August .............................. 10,968 104 1 2 6 6 12 0 9
September ....................... ,. 9,561 • 74 3 7 12 24 18 0 14
October .............................. 9,275 82 4 2 15 8 5
November .......................... 7,564 74 13 1 4 3 11 4 4
December .......................... 10,895 111 1 3 7 10 10 0 3

1889.
14,676 145 8 2 3 1 0

7^206 70 13 1 15 0 10
March .................................. 9;015 87 2 12 18 6 17 0 13
April...................................... 4,372 44 2
May...................................... 9j564 95 17 1 7

106,247 1,016 8 39 3 67 12 7 18

2nd Class. Bales—
Wool. Weight.

Tons cwt.

542 101 2
1,138 210 16
1,775 297 18
1,758 287 14

938 151 12

726 113 9
98 17 10

185 33 4
191 29 12
107 17 18

7,458 1,250 15

Tons cwt.

Return of special A traffic (Forage).
Received at Nyngan, from 1st July, 1886, to 31st March, 1887. This forage would be consumed in the towns of 

Nyngan, Cobar, Nymagee, and roads and districts.
Special A traffic ................................................................................................................. 3,146 tons.

Return of Forage received at Nyngan Station, from 1st June, 1888, to 31st May, 1889.
Total ..................................................... ..................................................................... 5,492 tons 8 cwt.

Return of Coaching earnings of Nyngan for 1886, 1887, and 1888.

Year. No. Passengers. Amount. Horses, Cattle, 
and Dogs. Parcels. Total.

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.
1886 ............................................. 4,591 5,321 11 2 254 2 8 522 7 11 6,098 1 9

1887 ............................................. 4,401 5,988 12 8 236 9 11 609 3 4 6,834 5 11

1888 ............................................. 5,228 7,123 0 4 227 15 8 783 15 4 8,134 11 4

Return of monthly totals of Goods earnings at Nyngan, from 1st October, 1888, to 30th September, 1889.

Months. Amount. Months.

1888.
October .........................................................

£ s. d. 
2,494 10 0 
2,863 12 8 
2,149 8 4

2,313 9 10 
2,116 17 1 
2,002 2 3 
1,545 9 1

1889.

November ....................................................
December........................................................

1889.
January .........................................................

August .........................................................

February........................................................
March ............................................................
April.................................................................

Amount.

£ s. d. 
1,292 13 10 

988 6 4 
1,786 19 10 
1,641 14 8 
1,438 10 5

22,633 14 4

Average per month—£1,886 2s. lOd.
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B.
[To Evidence of Mr. Gameron.~]
Rainfall at Mabfield Station.

Year 1880 
„ 1881 
„ 1882 
„ 1883 
„ 1884 
„ 1885 
„ 1886 
„ 1887 
„ 1888

6-03
12-90
8-72
6-60
5-58

1303
12-34
17-44
5-99

88-63
Average per year for nine years, 9 inches 84J points.

c.
The Shipping Trade on the Darling.

The following facts bearing upon the above subject were obtained during the Sectional Committee’s stay in Y ilcannia :
After the steamers leave Wentworth for a trip up the Darling many snags and rocks are met with.. The navigation 

grows more difficult and dangerous after Wilcannia is passed, and the river takes a most tortuous course, its route in many 
places resembling the figure 8. Very dangerous rocks are situated at Kennedy, near Murtee, and at Mara Island. At low 
water the rocks are extremely dangerous nearly all the way between Wilcannia and Bourke. It takes 8 feet of water at 
Bourke to give 4 feet over the rocks at Curranyalpa, near Tilpa. The rocks are 4 miles long, and they are often spoken of 
as “ Acre’s Rocks. ” At Tooralee station there is another series of dangerous rocks. It is utterly impossible to pass the 
rocks at Curranyalpa or Tooralee when the river is low. It is at points like these that the steamers are detained when the 
river suddenly falls. _ .

The following are the distances of the various points at which steamers touch on the Darling River. They were 
obtained from a reliable source, and may be depended upon as approximately correct. No official measurements of the 
Darling River appear to have been made :—

Wentworth Walgett Wentworth Walgett
to to to to

.... 1,129 ......  514 ........ .... 615
. 20 ........ ... 1,100 ......  327 ........ .... 602
. 32 ...... .. l’097 ......  604 ........
. 68 ........ .... 1*061 .....  631 ........ .... 498

80 ... . .... 1,059 ......  634 ........ .... 495
86 .. . .. 1*053 ......  651 ........ .... 478

........ 137 ........ .... 1*002 ......  657 ....... .... 472
.. 140 ........ .... *999 . ... 672 ........ .... 457

, 146 ....... .... 993 ....... -688 ........ .... 441
, 175 ........ ... 964 .....  700 ........ .... 429
. 188 ........ .... 951 .....  715 ........ .... 414

... 226 ........ .... 913 ......  719 ........ .... 410
. 263 ........ .....  876 .....  376

... 267 ........ .... 872 ......  761 ........ .....  368
. 305 ........ .....  834 ......  774 ........ .....  355
. 320 ........ .....  819 ......  813 ........ .... 316

.. 343 ........ .....  786 ......  824 ........ .....  305
.....  774 ......  853 ........ ... 276

.. . 373 ........ ......  SSO ........ .... 249
370 ........ ...... 886 ........ .... 243
387 . . .. ... 742 .....  896 ........ .... 233
400 ........ .....  729 ......  907 ........ ..... 222
412 ........ .....  717 ......  954 ........ .....  176

■Rillilla .....  674 ......  956 ........ .....  173
........ 469 ........ ..... 660 ......  1,005 ........ ... 124

Wilcannia .. ................... ........ 505 ........ .....  624 Walgett ........... ........... ...... ljl29 ........ .... —

Rate of Progress oe Flood-waters in the River Darling.
A pamphlet issued by the Merchant Shipping and Underwriters’ Association (Limited) of Melbourne, says :—“ The 

rale at which the flood waters come down the river is not generally known, and we therefore give the following to serve as 
an approximate guide for those who are desirous of obtaining information on this point :—A big rise took place in the head 
waters and sources of supply in the river Darling in June and July, 1886. The river first commenced to rise at Bourke on 
6th June, and at Wilcannia on 17th of that month, the fresh reaching Wentworth during the night of 3rd July, twenty- 
eight days later on than its appearance at Bourke. The distance from Bourke to Wilcannia (by river) is 391 miles ; from 
Wilcannia to Wentworth, 505 miles ; oratotal of 896 miles. During the first of these stages the water travelledatthe rate of 
35-54 miles per day, but for the latter portion it moves along at 31'56 miles per day only. The whole distance from Bourke 
to Wentworth (the junction with the Murray) was covered in twenty-eight days, at the rate of 32 miles a day, or 1J miles 
per hour. In summer time it would be necessary to add some five or six days to this, to allow for the greater absorption of 
the river bank, evaporation, &c. ” -

. Distance to points in South Australia.
The distance from Wentworth to Goolwa, where wool is transhipped for Port Victor, is 617 miles. From Wentworth 

to Morgan (N. W. Bend), where wool is sometimes placed on the railway to Adelaide, is 388 miles. Goolwa is 229 miles 
from Morgan.

[Seven Plans.]

Sydney : Charles Potter, Government Printer.—1890.
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1890.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

NYNGAN TO COBAR RAILWAY BILL.
' (MESSAGE No. 11.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 2 July, 1890.

' By Deputation from the Governor,
ALFRED STEPHEN, Message No. 11.

Lieutenant- Gover nor.

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constitution Act, the 
Governor recommends, for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly, the expediency of making pro
vision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to sanction the construction of a line_of 
Railway from Nyngan to Cobar. >

Government House,

Sydney, 25th June, 1890.

[3A] 361—
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RAILWAY FROM KIAMA TO NOWRA.

REPOET.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, appointed during 
the first Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 
1888, 51 Yic. No. 37, and the Public Works Act Amendment Act of 1889,
52 Yic. No. 26, to whom was referred the duty of considering and reporting 
upon “the expediency of constructing a line of railway from Kiama to Nowra,” 
have, after due inquiry, resolved that it is expedient the railway should he con
structed ; and, in accordance with the prevision of sub-section lY, of clause 13, 
of the Public Works Act, report their resolution to the Legislative Assembly:—

1. The proposed railway is intended as an extension of the Illawarra rail- Description of 
■way, from its present terminus at Kiama, to Nowra, a distance of 22 miles and 46 chains, 
and it is put forward also as a portion of a line which ultimately may be carried on 
to Jervis Pay. The towns of Kiama, Gerringong, Berry, and Nowra will be directly .
served by the extension, and several outlying places will be within convenient 
reach of the railway. It is not proposed to take the line into the town of 
Nowra. The proposal is that it shall stop on the north bank of the Shoalhaven River, 
the reasons for this being the intention to ultimately carry the railway on to Jervis 
Bay, and the necessity in that event for crossing the river at the most convenient spot, 
and a desire to avoid any premature expenditure in constructing a bridge across 
the river. Por half the distance' the railway will run close to the coast, a 
circumstance unavoidable in consequence of very high land preventing the 
line from being taken further inland, and the steepest gradient will be 1 in 50.
Prom the official description of the proposed railway, published as an appendix to 
the evidence, it will be observed that the line will be taken from its present terminus 
across Wright’s Creek, and thence into Kiama by a tunnel 506 yards in length.
Passing on from Kiama it will run along the western side of the South Coast Road, 
and then skirt the coast for mile, going in this distance through four tunnels,
429, 242, 407, and 440 yards in length, respectively. A number of small water- . 
courses will be crossed on to Miller’s Plat, and the line will then pass over the Main 
South Coast Road, and by the village of Gerringong at a distance of about 40 chains 
from the centre of the village, thence crossing the Nowra road, and passing in a 
south-westerly direction along the flats at the head of Crooked River. A spur of the 
Main Coast Range is crossed at a point about 3 miles from Gerringong, and the line 
will then proceed across a saddle of the Cooloongatta Range to the valleys of the 
Broughton and Broughton Mill Creeks, which creeks will be crossed by a series of 
timber openings, and thence across the Berry and Cooloongatta Road about 10 chains 
to the east of the toAvnship of Berry, and along the eastern side of the Main South 
Coast Road to Bomaderry Yillage, crossing the Bomaderry Creek, and passing on to 
the Shoalhaven River, the north bank of which is reached at a distance of 92 miles 
45 chains from Sydney. A temporary deviation for station purposes is to be made 
from the main line close to the Shoalhaven River, and terminating at the Main 
Nowra Road, about 1 mile from the township of Nowra.

2. The estimated total cost of the railway is £381,390, or about £17,000 a Estimated 
mile. This estimate is less by £60,273 than the estimate of total cost laid before proposed6 
the Legislative Assembly when the railway was referred to the Committee, the raihTaL 
difference being brought about by the carrying out of some deviations, and by a 
revision of the estimate of prices based upon the detailed information at hand since

the
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Views of the 
Kailway Com
missioners on 
the proposed 
line.

Form of the 
Committee’s 
inquiry.

Principal 
points of the 
inquiry.

Reasons urged 
in favour of 
the railway.

the line has been permanently staked, cross sections taken, and everything settled. 
The most expensive portion of the railway is the first five miles, particularly the portion 
that will take the line from its present terminus north of Kiama into that town. 
This first five miles will cost, according to the evidence of the Acting Engineer-in-Chief 
for Railways, half the total estimate, so that while for the whole distance—the 22 
miles 46 chains—the cost per mile is about £17,000, or, as stated by the Acting 
Engineer-in-Chief, £16,895, the cost for the distance beyond the expensive five miles 
would be about £11,000 a mile. £121,000 is included in the estimated total cost for 
the construction of tunnels.

3. In accordance with the requirements of section 13 of the Public Works 
Act the Railway Commissioners have reported on the proposed railway, and they 
recommend that it should he constructed, their recommendation being based chiefly 
on the richness of the district and the great evidence seen by them in it of progress. 
Their calculations of annual cost and estimate of revenue are based on an estimate 
of the cost of construction amounting to £538,663. This is £97,000 more than the 
amount of the estimate put before the Assembly and referred to the Committee, the 
difference being represented by the omission from the Assembly estimate of the cost of 
a bridge over the Shoalhaven River, and the additional cost of a deviation for station 
purposes. Calculated upon the reduced estimate of total cost, the amounts set down 
as annual interest, and permanent-way maintenance, would he less than those shown 
in the report; hut in either estimate the calculations represent, in a comparison 
between the charges and the estimated revenue, a considerable loss. This, the 
Commissioners appear to anticipate, will in time he met by the progress of the 
districts through which the railway 'will go.

4. The Committee took evidence in Sydney from the Under Secretary for 
Public Works, the Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways, the District Engineer 
specially engaged in connection with the route of the proposed railway, and the 
Goods Superintendent of the Railway Department, who had personally gone into 
the calculations of probable traffic from the line; and they then appointed a Sectional 
Committee to go through the districts concerned in the proposed railway, inspect the 
route, and take evidence from local witnesses. The result of the work of the Sectional 
Committee will he found in a report, with minutes of evidence and appendices, 
published with this Report of the Committee.

5. Many matters directly associated with, or incidental to, the inquiry have 
been kept in view by the Committee ; hut the principal points upon wdiich they have 
considered it necessary to obtain information are the following :—

(1.) The reasons urged in favour of the construction of the railway.
(2.) Whether the route chosen is the best that could he obtained.
(3.) Whether the estimates of cost have been carefully prepared.
(4.) What are the prospects of revenue from the railway.

6. Two prominent reasons are urged in support of the proposal to construct the 
railway. The first is, that the richness and importance of the district through which 
the line would pass justify its construction; the other is, that keeping the railway 
out of the town of Kiama is unjust to the population of that part of Illawarra, and 
injurious to the traffic of the railway. An examination of the report of the Sectional 
Committee will show that “the country through which the line will pass is highly 
fertile, and more densely and continuously settled than any other dairying and 
agricultural district” of similar extent in the colony; that a number of thriving 
localities will he accommodated by the railway; that there is ample room for the 
settlement of a large number of people on the areas of Crown land, which, in the 
Shoalhaven district, are still unalienated, and which may be made very profitable; 
that the existing farming and dairying industries are carried on extensively, and 
may he considerably enlarged; that the mining resources of the districts are such as 
to promise a considerable traffic on the railway; and that an existing fishing industry 
and a timber trade only require facilities for speedy conveyance to market to make 
them important and profitable. The Sectional Committee point out also the facts 
that the south coast district, is a very favourite resort of tourists, and that the pro
posed railway will give access to picturesque and attractive scenery in the districts 
of G-erringong, Berry, and Shoalhaven ; and they call attention to the importance of 
Jervis Bay as one of the most capacious and valuable harbours in Australia. Rich 
as the Illawarra district generally is, the richest portion of it lies along the route of
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the proposed railway. So far as the farmers or proprietors of the land have been 
able to do, they have availed themselves of the facilities offered them by the 
railway to the neighbourhood of Kiama; but south of Kiama, beyond a certain 
point, the residents find the railway too far away to be of service, 'and they 
are obliged either to secure a market for their produce in their midst, which 
is not as profitable as markets further afield, or to make for the nearest harbour on 
the coast, and ship their produce to Sydney by steamer. The district immediately 
around Kiama is not likely to increase to any considerable extent in population, but, 
with sufficient inducement, it may advance materially in production, and further 
south, where there is a wider area available, both population and production will, with 
the facilities offered by the railway, probably increase very greatly. A striking fact 
in favour of the proposed railway is that the present railway has succeeded, not only 
in attracting a large traffic which appears to be steadily increasing, but it has 
decreased, if not altogether destroyed, both the passenger traffic and the traffic in 
produce which, previous to the construction of the railway, was carried on between 
Kiama and Sydney by steamer. The stoppage of the railway, at present outside, and 
to the north of Kiama, interferes with the railway traffic in produce as well as incon
veniences residents in and around Kiama. Passengers have to travel a mile and a 
half between the present railway terminus and the town of Kiama, and while this 
distance is a serious inconvenience to railway travellers, it is also a great obstacle 
to farmers further south who may desire to send their produce to market by railway.
Much of this produce—milk for instance—is, of a perishable nature, and can be safely 
taken in vehicles by road only a certain distance. Beyond that distance its condition 
becomes affected, and it does not pay in that case to convey it. The extension of 
the line would obviate this, and also improve the facilities for passenger traffic.

7. The route of the proposed railway appears from the evidence and from the The question 
personal examination made by the Sectional Committee to be the best that could be of route' 
chosen, except that the Sectional Committee are of opinion that the line should be
taken into the town of Nowra. Special efforts seem to have been made, not only to 
secure a desirable route, but to make as many improvements as possible. As far 
back as 1883 the proposed railway was before Parliament, an amount being voted 
in that year for the line, and the project has therefore been under consideration for 
a period of six or seven years. In 1888 an engineer in the Department of the 
Engineer-in-Chief for Bail ways was sent into the district to improve the grades and 
reduce the earthworks, and some considerable alterations were made. All that is 
possible to be done in the way of improvement this engineer states he has done; 
neither time nor trouble has been spared, and he considers the line, as now proposed, 
to be by far the cheapest and the best that could be adopted. The line runs close 
to the coast, partly from necessity, and partly because that route is cheaper than 
one further inland, while it is just as convenient as any other to the general body of 
the population. It would be possible to avoid the expensive mile and a half into 
Kiama from the present terminus by going round, but it would have to be done by 
crossing an extensive and deep swamp, where a large amount of earthworks would be 
required, and by traversing other difficult country, the expense of doing which would 
be so great that the line would cost £81,000 more than that recommended. It would 
be possible also to take the line round by Jamberoo, which lies a few miles to the 
west of Kiama, but it would have to be done at great additional expense and with 
questionable advantage. Jamberoo, it is urged, .will be best served by a branch 
line. The stoppage of the proposed railway outside Nowra is a circumstance not ,
regarded with favour by the people of N owra, and they have from time to time 
made strong representations on the subject. The explanation of the railway con
struction officers regarding the intention to terminate the line for the present on the 
north bank of the Shoalhaven Biver, and about a mile from Nowra, is that the con
templated terminus of the railway is Jervis Bay, and that it is not necessary in order 
to get to Jervis Bay for the line to go into Nowra. The Sectional Committee who 
visited the district consider the line should be taken to the town in order to secure 
the maximum amount of traffic, and that it is unadvisable to have any deviation 
from Bomaderry to Broughton Creek Boad, in view of the great necessity to 
construct the bridge at as early a date as possible.

8. The estimates of cost in relation to the railway have been subjected to The estimates 
revision, and there does not appear to be any reason to doubt that as they now stand of cost 
they have been carefully prepared. The engineer who specially examined the line
for the purpose of making improvements, and who seems to have done his work

skilfully
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skilfully and well, does not think it possible to reduce the cost beyond the point 
already reached, and the Acting Engineer-in-Ohief for Railways considers that after 
the first five miles, which will be unavoidably expensive, the line will be a compara
tively cheap one. The estimates of cost are for a single line ; the wisdom or other
wise of providing for a double line depends, the Acting Engineer-in-Chief points out, 
on what the traffic is likely to be in the future, and it is not expected that the traffic, 
though sufficiently satisfactory for a single line, will develop with the rapidity that 
would justify making immediate preparations for a double line.

9. One of the most important matters in connection with a proposed railway 
is that which relates to the question of revenue, and the Committee have endeavoured 
to ascertain, with as much completeness as possible, what the actual revenue from 
the proposed railway will probably be. It was made known to them at the com
mencement of their inquiry that the Railway Commissioners regarded the prospects 
of traffic on the line as sufficiently good to justify their approval of the proposal to 
construct the railway, and the Committee then proceeded to examine one of the 
principal traffic officers of the Department in order to ascertain the grounds 
upon which the Commissioners had arrived at their decision. That officer 
informed the Committee he had personally examined the calculations of traffic in 
regard to the line, and had gone over much of the route, and though any such 
calculations must, to a certain extent, be matters of assumption, there were sufficient 
grounds for believing the traffic Avould bo good. The proposed line Avould improve 
the present trade by railway Avith Kiama and the district in its immediate A'icinity, 
and the extension on to Nowra would, at any rate, pay working expenses. The 
traffic from NoAvra itself was not likely to be remunerative, but “ the districts 
surrounding it, and beyond it, Arould give a good traffic AA’hen Avon.” The traffic on 
the present line to the neighbourhood of Kiama, he states, has steadily increased, 
and has stimulated the productiveness of the country Avhieh it serves ; and the district 
through Avhieh the proposed extension Avill go “is a rich one, and should develop in 
the same Avay as other districts have done.” This evidence AA'as folloAved by 
the Ausit of the Sectional Committee to the districts concerned in the railway, 
and from their report and the evidence of Avitnesses examined by them it 
Avill be seen that the prospects of a profitable traffic are satisfactory. In 
the Sectional Committee’s report attention is draAvn to the remarkable 
circumstance that for the first year daring Avhieh the railway to Kiama Avas 
in operation, the increase of revenue from the traffic on the line AAras at the 
rate of about £800 a month. The coaching traffic betAveen the Shoalhaven district 
and Kiama at the present rates amounts to £400 a month, or nearly £5,000 a 
year. This traffic Avould assuredly pass to the railway if it Avere constructed, 
and the general tenor of the evidence taken by the Sectional Committee, 
confirmed by their report, is that Avhile the passenger traffic on the railway 
would probably be large, the carriage of produce would be satisfactory, because 
the facilities for its rapid and cheap conveyance to market would not only 
attract the trade already available, but Avould stimulate production, and bring 
about a- Arery large increase. Water carriage, doubtless, to more or less extent, 
Avill be always in competition AA'ith the railway; but so far as the results of constructing 
the rafiway to Kiama sIioav, the railway line is largely preferred by both passengers 
and producers, and there is eAnrything to indicate that it Avill be the same as the 
line is taken further southwards.

10. The resolution passed by the Committee in relation to this proposed 
railway Avas arrived at on Tuesday, 18 March, 1890.

Mr. Humpliery, moved— _
“ That in the opinion of the Committee, it is expedient the proposed railway from Kiama to 
If owra, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, he carried out.”

The motion Avas seconded by Mr. O’Sullivan, and after discussion, passed on
the folloAving division :—

Ayes, 7.
Dr. Garran,
Mr. Humpliery, 
Mr. Trickett, 
Mr. Garrard, 
Mr. Dowel,
Mr. O’Sullivan, 
Mr. Hurley.

Noes, 3. 
Mr. Cox,
Mr. Copeland, 
Mr. Tonkin.

J. P. ABBOTT,
Chairman.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
Sydney, 22 April, 1890,



PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
WORKS.

MINUTES OE EYEDENCE.

RAILWAY FROM KIAMA TO SOWRA.

WEDNESDAY, 4 DECEMBER, 1889.
JPrmni:—

The HoNOKAJiLE ANDBEW GARB AN 
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Htjmphery.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
James Ebesezer Tokkin, Esq.

(Temporary Chairman).
William Springthorpe Dowel, Esq. 
Edward William O’Sulliyar, Esq. 
John Hhrlex, Esq.

The Committee proceeded to consider the proposed railway from Kiama to Nowra.

Joseph Barling, Esq., Under Secretary for Public Works, sworn, and examined:— •
1. Temporary Chairman^ Have you brought any preliminary statement ? Yes, I have, sir.
2. Perhaps you will read it ? The proposal before the Committee is for the extension of the railway 
from Kiama to N°wra, a distance according to the description of the line laid upon the Table of the House 
in August last, when Mr. Bruce Smith submitted the proposal, of 22 miles 67 chains. Since then, how
ever, some minor deviations ordered by Mr. Whitton have been carried out, and the length has now been 
reduced to 22 miles 46 chains. A revised estimate has also been prepared .amounting to £381,390, the 
estimate as given to the House, being £441,663. Mr. Deane, the Acting Engineer-in-Chief, will give full 
particulars regarding these matters. I now hand in a description of the line, together with the report of 
the Commissioners for Railways. It will be seen that the Commissioners’ estimate of the cost is £538,663, 
the difference between that sum and the estimate of the line given to the House in August, 
viz., £441,663, being due to the omission of the cost of the bridge over the Shoalhaven River 
which was estimated^ by Mr. Palmer in 1886 at £100,000, and the addition of £3,000 for a deviation for 
station purposes, which make a total net deduction from the cost, as estimated by the Commissioners, of 
£97,000. I also hand in a pretty fullyirecw of the case, which will probably supply all the details which 
may be required, and. a plan, which the Committee will see is signed by the Chief Draftsman of the Lands 
Department, and which shows respectively the alienated, unalienated, and reserved lands in the district 
affected by the line, the figures being—alienated, 195,700 acres ; unalienated, 115,100 acres ; reserved, 
■73,100 acres. With regard to objections which have been raised, and the fears ■which have been expressed 
in connection with the proposal to stop for the present at the north bank of the river, I may, perhaps, be 
permitted to read extracts from the report of a deputation which wmited upon Mr. Secretary Bruce Smith on 
the 29th August last. “There was,” the Minister said, “ a great mistake made by the people of the district 
on this subject {i.e., the determination of the Government to terminate the line at the river). Like the 
inhabitants of many other towns, because a railway came their way they supposed its sole object was to 
reach them, and they grumbled, therefore, if it did not run right into the centre of the place. This idea 
had already cost the country many thousands of pounds. It was intended eventually to take this line on to 
Jervis Bay, and (as he showed them from a map of the route) the line would then cross the river at a point 
about three-quarters of a mile away from the now suggested temporary terminus, and it was only to afford 
them greater convenience that it was proposed to construct this three-quarters of a mile of. temporary line 
away from the line proper,-in order to bring it as near as possible to the town, without going to the imme
diate heavy expense of a bridge over the river. When the line was continued lurther this temporary line 
would be taken up, so they could see that the fears of another township springing up were quite groundless. 
■L You mention here that there are 115,000 acres unalienated ; is it understood that a large portion of that 
will be saleable if the line is made ? I did not get information upon that. I thought you would rather 
get it direct from the Lands Department. The gentleman whose signature is there (Mr. Saunders) will 
be able to give you that information.
4. You would rather we should ask Mr. Deane questions on all the engineering points ? Yes.
5. How long has this project been under the consideration of the Department ? I think you will find it
is stated in the precis. .
0. It appears that in 1883 Parliament voted £804,000, and so, practically, this project has been six years 
under consideration ? Something of that sort.
7. You see the money was, according to this, actually voted in 1883 ? Yes.
8. There has never been any second vote on the subject I suppose ? No ; I think not. That is the only 
vote of which I am aware.
9. Do you know whether the money was actually borrowed ? I cannot say that. I merely say it was
included in the loan estimate. '
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0. Barlmg, iq. This saving af £100,000 is only an apparent saving ? Of course it is only an apparent saving.
Esq. -]j temp0rary iine that you make—is there any real necessity for that; could not the line on the road

4DecAj1889 ^r^Se serve as a place for a terminus ? The reasons for taking that particular part will he given
'' ' better by Mr. Deane, as there are engineering considerations in connection with that.

12. And Mr. Deane could tell us all about the trial survey more inland? He will tell you all about the
trial survey. _
13. The project, as now put before us, varies from these figures in the Commissioners’ paper? Tes ; in 
the particulars which I have described.
14. But principally in the postponement of the bridge ? That is the principal thing.
15. In all other respects it remains the same substantially ? Substantially the same.
ie. And is the Committee to understand that the department recommends this project ? They recom
mend the project.
17. Can you tell us with regard to the existing line from Sydney to Kiama—taking it in sections—how 
the parts of that line pay relatively ; take it, for instance, between Sydney and George’s Kiver ? That 
will come under the Commissioners for Hallways. They have the traffic arrangements.
18. You are not in a position to toll us that ? It will come direct from them.
19. Mr. Kjrkcaldie will be prepared to give us that information ? I suppose the secretary to the 
Commissioners, Mr. M‘Lachlan, would, but I cannot answer positively on that point. It may be 
interesting to the Committee for me to state that from the annual report of the Commissioners, which 
has just been published, I see that the total cost of the railway from Sydney to Kiama, a length of 70 
miles, was £1,725,451, or £24,649 per mile.
20. It does not say the net profit ? I have only just had this report, and therefore I am not in a position 
to be examined as to that. That comes under the Eailway Commissioners.
21. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] Allowing for the reduction of £97,000 through not erecting the bridge, and the 
construction of this short line to the present Nowra bridge, I find the total working expenses would be 
£15,458 per annum, and the probable receipts £6,157 ? You are quoting I think from the Commissioners’ 
report.
22. That leaves a deficiency of £9,301 per annum ? Yes.
23. I understand the Department recommends the line even though that deficiency is known to exist ?
Undoubtedly. .
24. Can you give the Committee any reason why that line hugs the coast for a considerable distance and 
then branches off in a wide detour to Nowra? That is an engineering question that Mr. Deane will be 
able to answer.
25. This is a portion of the ultimate line to Jervis Bay ? Yes.
26. Mr. TonTcin.] There is a difference still I cannot get at exactly;—a difference of £54,000 ? That is 
explained. The estimate has been reduced since the 30th August, when it was about £440,000, and Mi’. 
Deane will give you all the particulars with regard to that.

2 PABLIAMENTABY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

Henry Deane, Esq., Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Eailways, sworn, and examined :—
H. Deane, 27. Temporary Ghairmani] "Would you tell us in the first place how this railway stands with respect to

Esq. gradients from Kiama to Nowra ? The steepest gradient is 1 in 50.
/---- *---- - 28. I observe that for half its length it is what we might call a coast line ? Yes.

4 Dec., 1889. 29. I suppose you are fenced in by the spurs coming close down to the coast ? Yes; there is very high
ground close to the coast. There is no help for it—you could not get further inland.
30. Making a line like that close to the coast we can draw traffic only from the one side ? Yes.
31. And we are in close competition with the steamer traffic ? Yes ; that is between distant ports.
32. In both the inter-coastal traffic and the traffic to Sydney we are in competition with steamers ? Yes.
33. So in both these respects wTe are making the line under the greatest possible disadvantages ? Yes, in 
that respect.
34. What I mean is that a line is more likely to pay if you can draw traffic from both sides ? Certainly.
35. In this case we draw it only from the one side ? Yes.
36. And we are in competition with cheap water carriage ? Yes.
37. But we have to look upon it, I suppose, not merely as a local line, but also as a through line to Jervis
Bay ? Yes. '
38. I suppose that is one of the considerations that guided the Department ? Yes. The object was to 
reach Jervis Bay. This is a portion of that extension.
39. We may say that Jervis Bay is for the present our objective ? Yes.
40. And we must take this route to get there? Yes.
41. With regard to crossing the river, do you go to the head of navigation to go to Nowra ? Yes—what 
is practically the head of navigation for coasting vessels.
42. If you had to cross the river lower down would you have to have a swing-bridge ? Yes ; because 
steamers go right up to Nowra.
43. Of course if Huskisson or Jervis Bay is the point you are looking at, a straighter line would be to 
cross the river nearer Numba—nearer the mouth of the river ? There is a great bend in the line to get 
right to Nowra.

. 44. Was the object of that to avoid crossing the river at a navigable point ? Partly on that account and
partly to serve Nowra. - •
45. You could have gone across nearer the mouth of the river? That I cannot say, as I do not know 
what the foundations would be. As it is we have had some difficulty in finding a suitable place for 
crossing the river.
46. Did you have the same difficulty there as you have had with the rivers nearer Sydney—very deep 
foundations ? Yes. The line as it was first laid out, and as shown on the Parliamentary plan, was to 
cross the river a little below the road bridge, but when borings were taken to try the depth at which 
foundations could be reached, we had in one bore to go down 160 feet before getting to anything sound,

' consequently that crossing was abandoned, and other borings were not taken. A new line was sought
about a quarter of a mile lower down the river, where there is a reef of rocks. We have got a fairly good 
crossing there.

47.
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47. "What depth have you to go to for your foundations ? The greatest depth there is 85 feet.
48. What depth had the road bridge to go to get a foundation ? I do not remember exactly ; but there 
were very great difficulties. There was a settlement in some of the piers after the bridge was built.
49. You get a good crossing now ? Yes, a very good crossing. _
50. What I mean is, the department has not attempted to make a straighter line between G-erringong and 
Huskisson than it is now ? Ho.
51. You think the difficulties of the'bridge would be very considerable ? Yes.
52. And the stoppage of navigation ? Yes.
53. You think it is a wise thing to make this detour inland towards Nowra P Yes.
54. Have you any knowledge of the distance between Nowra and Huskisson, and of the country ? No, I
have not. _
55. I see a rough line marked on this plan ;—is that any guide P That is the line that has been surveyed
and staked out. ' -
56. How does that stand for difficulties ? There is no difficulty.
57. If we reach Nowra we can go on to Huskisson without any difficulty ? Oh, yes.
58. Do you think it is equally important that we should get to Jervis Bay as it is that we should get to
Nowra? Jervis Bay is one of the finest harbours on the coast. The railway would tap a fine district, I 
believe, ingoing down there. _ _ ...
59. If we were to go to Nowra we would go for an established population, and an existing agricultural
traffic ? Yes. ^ _
60. If we go to Huskisson it would rather be for national purposes I presume ? I think so.
61. There is no considerable traffic there at present, is there P The line would also have the effect of
serving the country further down. The produce now comes by sea. The line would also have the effect 
of facilitating settlement. .
62. Do you know anything of the country between Nowra and Huskisson? I have not been beyond
Nowra. _ . ,
63. Have you personally been over the route from Kiama to Nowra? Yes. That is to say not over
every mile of it, but I have examined the country. I have been over the route generally. . _
64. What are your ruling gradients between Kiama and Sydney ? Between Sydney and Clifton—that is 
Coalcliff—1 in 40, beyond that 1 in 50.
65. Could you try to get it down to 1 in 50 ? We got it down to that on the further length.
66. You could not avoid the 1 in 40 between Sydney and Wollongong without going to great expense ?

H. Deane, 
Esq.

4 Dee., 1889.

No.’ __
67. You have to bring your coal up 1 in 40 from Wollongong ? Yes. _
68. Has there been any alternate line surveyed more inland than this coast line, from Kiama or Jamberoo ? 
Not from Kiama, but from a pointdlarther back—Albion Park.
69. Do you know anything of that line ? I have not been over it, but I know you have to rise very
considerably, and it is an expensive line too. _ _ _
70. You go up and down, I suppose ? Yes. There are grades of 1 in 40. Possibly they might be 
eliminated, but I do not think so. The summit level is 1,450 feet above the sea.
71. You have to rise after leaving the Illawarra Lake and then descend to Nowra? Yes, to Berry.
72. And then rise again? You rise after leaving Albion Park. Near Albion Park the line branches off 
and you rise ultimately to an altitude of 1,450 feet, and then you drop down again. You join the present 
route about Berry—Broughton Creek it used to be called.
73. Would that more inland route serve the coal mines where the coal crops up in the side of the
mountain at the back of Kiama? I am not exactly aware where the coal crops out, but I have no doubt 
it would. It would be nearer than the present line, but a portion of the present line would have to be 
abandoned' or worked as a branch. But I think the chief objection to that line would be its expensive 
character, its heavy grades and long tunnels, and the height you would have to rise, 1,450 feet—unneces
sarily I might say. _ ... . . .
74. You think all those engineering objections are conclusive against it ? That is my opinion.
75. Then if these collieries, which at present are only prospective collieries, had to be developed, they would 
have to make separate branch lines down to the coast ? Yes.
76. You do not see any other alternative? No.
77. That matter has been .carefully considered by the Department, I presume—that alternative line? 
Yes, it has.
78. Carefully worked out ? Yes.
79. Have you looked into it personally at all or taken the judgment of your subordinates ? I cannot say 
I have looked into it very closely, because when I began to have anything to do with the surveys of any 
of the lines this line had already been adopted.
80. Can you tell us whether Mr. Whitton gave the preference to this coast line over the inland line ? Yes.
81. He did consider that inland line ? Yes.
82. And decided in favour of the coast line ? Yes.
83. You know that? I am certain of that.
84. With regard to this short temporary line to Nowra, what is the engineering difficulty in the way of 
making the terminus on the main route ? There is no engineering difficulty, but it would leave the station 
so far away from the town.
85. Then it is purely to accommodate the Nowra people ? Yes.
86. Till you make the bridge ? Yes. _ . . ,
87. Then you would take that line up ? Yes. A good deal of the material will be utilized for the 
extension of the permanent line.
88. Will vour terminus be close to the road bridge ? -Yes ; I have a sketch plan here. The red line
shows the present adopted line, the black line shows the line as originally laid out and where it had an 
impracticable crossing of the river. A branch is also shown by a red line going alongside Bomadery Creek 
and terminating at the main road. <
89. What do you estimate will be the cost, first of making this additional branch line, and then of taking 
it up afterwards ? The cost of making the branch line I have estimated at £3,500, and the materials

that
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H. Deane, that could be utilized would be worth about £1,500, so that the cost of the line itself, after mating all 
•Es1- deductions, would be £2,000. __

90. Have you any land to buy ? That does not include land, but from what I have heard I am inclined
ec'’ ' to believe that the land would be given, either for nothing or for a very nominal sum.

91. No arrangement has been made for the temporary use of that land? INo arrangement has been made.
92. What is the length of that branch ? 52 chains. _
93. Considering that will all ultimately be a waste of money, do you think it is worth while to postpone 
the bridge, seeing that one object of making the line to Nowra is to go on to Jervis Bay ? If it were cer
tain that the line would be constructed in the near future I would recommend the bridge ; but if it is to 
be deferred for a number of years I consider that the branch should be made.
94. But I understood you just now that one great inducement to put up with the loss which this line
must for a time involve is that it is a national line to Jervis Bay ? Tes.
95. The mere traffic to Nowra would of itself scarcely justify the outlay ? I have not expressed any
opinion about that. I believe that there will be a great deal of produce carried along this line, and that 
the section from Kiama to Nowra is in itself a very important section of the line. _
96. Still a large part of its justification lies in the fact that it is two-thirds of the distance to Jervis Bay ? 

• Tes ; it was the Grovernment’s intention to carry the line on to Jervis Bay, and of course this is only a
portion of it.
97. That being the case is it worth while to spend any considerable sum of money on a merely temporary
station ? Not a considerable sum of money, but I would say that there would be a saving in making this 
temporary branch if the construction of the line to Jervis Bay is deferred for a few years. 1 have made 
a careful re-estimate of this line, and I find that the bridge over the Shoalhaven might be built at the 
present crossing for about £60,000. _ _
98. Without reducing the substantial character of the bridge in any way ? Without reducing the sub
stantial character of the bridge ; and the interest on that at 3 j per cent, would be £2,100 per annum, so

' that if tbe line were delayed for two years the interest on that sum would more than cover the cost of the 
branch even without deducting the value of the materials.
99. Tou do not think that you are under-estimating the outlay by saying this branch wall only cost £2,000
to make and unmake ? £3,500 less the value of the materials. _
100. The total waste, so to speak, would not be more than £2,000 ? It need not be. We could do it 
for that.

■ 101. If you made this station on the line of your railway on the northern side of the river, how much
extra journey would you give the Nowra people ? They would have to go another three-quarters 
of a mile. .
102. Not more than that ? No. ■
103. It is to save that three-quarters of a mile that you incur this extra expense ? Tes.
101. The line is now staked out—do you think that on the whole that is the best line you could make 
between the two points ? Tes.
105. And the gradients are as good as you could expect to have on so undulating a country ? Tes.
106. And as good as you could expect to get on any further extension down the coast ? Tes, I think they 
will be quite as good as that.
107. I mean that from what little you know of the coast you think it would be reasonable to take a grade 
of 1 in 50 for a south coast line? Tes. We might get flatter grades beyond Nowra, hut I am not 
certain at present. I have been intending to have that line inspected, but there has been no time for it. 
103. There have been no flying surveys between Huskisson and Ulladulla? I do not think so.
109. In any case whether the line were continued or not you must make for Jervis Bay ? Tes.
110. And in laying out this line between Nowra and Jervis Bay have you tried to keep in view a possible 
extension? Tes. The line would naturally take the route that is at present laid out if it is extended 
beyond that.
111. Will the spurs there come down and push it as near the coast as it is? The object is to rather hug 
Jervis Bay.
112. Because, you see, south of Huskisson you have got St. George’s basement almost ahead, and yon have 
to go hack again to the west ? Tes.
113. Are there any serious engineering works on the line between Kiama and Nowra? There are 
five tunnels.
114. And abridge over Broughton Creek ? Tes. But the bridge over Broughton Creek is not a very
expensive one. .
115. Tou cannot avoid these tunnels I suppose ? No, we caunot avoid them.
116. It is they that make the line so expensive on the whole ? Tes.
117. What is the total cost of those five tunnels ? £121,440. I mentioned just now that I had
re-estimated the cost of this line. In the description that was made and submitted to Parliament and 
which was handed on to this Committee the estimated cost was put down at £441,663. When that was 
put down some minor deviations were in progress which Mr. Whitton had ordered, and they have now 
been completed. That estimate was also made in 1886, when prices were higher than they are at present. 
We had not the detailed information which we have now, now that the line has been permanently staked 
and cross-sections taken and everything settled. The new estimate of the cost of this line, including the 
branch, is £381,390 as compared with £441,663. That is to say that about £60,000 of the estimated 
cost can be knocked off.
118. Then including the bridge you could now go from Kiama to Nowra for £450,000 in round numbers ? 
Tes. .
119. Where are those five tunnels, are they near Kiama ? They are near Kiama. The first is before 
you get into the town of Kiama, and is 506 yards in length. I have a printed description of this line 
showing the alteration of the estimate, and mentioning the course taken by the deviations, and I now 
hand it in.
120. Supposing the line went up towards Jamberoo, would that avoid these tunnels ? No ; you would
have to go down and meet the line again. ■

. 121. What is the longest tunnel ? The longest tunnel is the first—506 yards.
122. There is only one bridge, you say, to be constructed between Kiama and Nowra? There is the 
bridge over Broughton Creek. That is the most important structure. 123.
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123. What would the bridges cost ? £22,128.
124. Is it difficult country to construct a railway through independent of the bridges and the tunnels ? 
For the first few miles it is decidedly rough.
125. Heavy cuttings ? Tes.
126. Rock cuttings ? Tes.
127. After it strikes away from the coast what class of country does it pass through between there and 
Howra—good agricultural country ? Tes, very good land.
128. Is it all sold,'alienated.land ? Tes. .
129. I see that the Commissioners recommend that the owners of land through which the railway is 
to pass should be asked to give their land free of cost; do you know whether if that has been done ? No 
steps have been taken at present. Beyond Gerringong the country is nearly all in the hands of the trustees 
of the late Mr. Berry
130. Mr. Humpliery.'] Where does the present Illawarra railway stop ? It stops about a mile and a half 
from the town of.Kiama.
131. Tou have included in the estimate for extending the line to Nowra, on the northern side of the river, 
the cost of taking it to Kiama ? Tes.
132. Can you state what the cost of constructing a mile and a half in order to reach Kiama will be 
approximately ? More than a mile and a half would be necessary. The town could be reached in a 
mile and a half, but you would have to go close on two and a half miles to include a length suitable for 
a station.
133. What would be the cost approximately of constructing that two miles ? I have not made any 
estimate recently, but the old estimate that was made at the same time as the other estimate in 1886 was 
£94,185. I have not the slightest doubt that could be reduced.
134. So, as a matter of fact, the cost of giving the people of Kiama the accommodation they have been 
so long agitating for would be £100,000, and the cost of the extension beyond Kiama would be the 
difference between that sum and your estimate ? Tes.
135. Can you state whether, notwithstanding the cost, the Illawarra line has been a success as a railway ; 
has it been a successful line so far as the earnings are concerned ? I cannot tell you anything about 
that.

H. Deane, 
Esq.

4 Dec., 1889.

136. Do you know anything about the existing bridge over The Shoalhaven River? I know a little about
it. I have been over it. '
137. By whom was it designed—do you remember ? It was built by the Edgemoor Iron Company—an 
American firm.
138. Do you know whether that bridge was designed for the purpose of carrying a railway? I do not 
remember whether they had any intention of doing so. I am quite certain it would never carry a 
railway.
139. Was it not stated at the time that with additional piers it would carry a railway ; ivas not that one 
reason for constructing the bridge ? The bridge is not suitable for a railway. It is a link and pin 
bridge, the same as the Hawkesbury. Tou could not put any additional supports underneath the spans.
140. Not strengthen it sufficiently to carry a railway temporarily ; would it not be safe to take a train 
travelling at a slow pace across it to Nowra ? I would be very sorry to attempt to do it. I have stood 
on that bridge when a buggy was driven over at a rapid pace and I felt the vibration. I do not know 
what it would be if a train were driven over the bridge.
141. Tou do not remember the opening of the bridge ? No. .
142. I understand that then a severe test was applied which the bridge stood satisfactorily ?' Tes, for 
vehicle traffic, perhaps.
143. Tou are satisfied it would not carry a train ? It is most unsuitable, and I would doubt very much 
whether the foundations of the piers would be sufficient.
144. It would be necessary to build a new bridge in order to take the railway to Nowra and Jervis Bay ? 
Certainly.
145. Do you know the country between Bomadery and Kiama? Tes, I have been through the country.
146. Will the railway, if constructed as designed by you, serve the settled population of the district ?
Tes. '
147. For the purpose, of course, of travelling and conveyance of produce? Tes, undoubtedly.
148. What will be the length of the tunnels after Kiama, going south ? The second tunnel would be
429 yards. • •
149. Where does that commence ? That commences just a little way out of the town of Kiama. All 
the four tunnels are just a little beyond the town.
150. There is only one tunnel between the present terminus and the town ? Tes.
151. The other four are just beyond ? Tes, within 3 miles of Kiama.
152. Then after that the country is comparatively easy is it ? Tes, it becomes easy. • .
153. So the great expense of constructing the line would be in the immediate vicinity of Kiama? Tes.
I should say that the easy country commences after leaving Gerringong, at 76i- miles. Beyond there the 
line is of an easy character. .
154. Do you not think that you will be repeating the error—if you regard it as an error—that has 
occurred at Kiama, if you stop short at Nowra ; do you not think that from the moment a railway is 
constructed there will be agitation for the purpose of getting the railway into Nowra, just in the same 
way that there has been constant agitation and difficulty with the Kiama people owing to the railway 
terminating 1^ mile from Kiama ? I do not think there will be the same objection. The difference in 
distance would not be so great. Supposing we crossed the Shoalhaven and made a station on the Nowra 
side, it is still some little distance from the town. Tou could not get right into the centre of the town. 
The present proposed temporary terminus is only a mile from the centre of the town—not a mile from 
the town, but from its centre. The station would be between a quarter and half a mile from the centre 
of the town ; so the difference in the distance which the people would have to travel would be a little over 
half a mile. In tbe case of Kiama it is a question of travelling fully a mile and a half.
155. Then on the south side of the bridge is there not a considerable district to be served by the railway? 
They would be served by this, except that they would have to go a little farther. In this case they would 
not have to go any farther to the railway than they do at present to get their produce down to the boats.
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156. However you are of opinion that the saving that would he effected hy leaving the terminus on the 
north side of the bridge would justify your not building that bridge at the present time ? Tes ; the cost 
of the deviation is only one year’s interest on the cost of the bridge. _
157. And you propose that the terminus should be at the present road bridge ? Tes.
158. On the northern side of the river? Tes. _
159. Mr. O'Sullivan.'] What is the reason the line hugs the coast after leaving Kiama—it goes down to 
Bear Bluff instead of going straight to Gerringong ? Because the country rises as you leave the coast.
160. I notice there is a road running between Kiama and Gerringong ; would it be possible to have taken
the line along that road; or along the line of the road ? No, it would not be possible. The road rises to 
a considerable height, and it would not be a suitable position for it. _
161. Then there was no alternative but to take it down to the coast, and afterwards on to Gerringong ? 
No, there was no alternative. Having to start from the present terminus the line which has been laid out 
is the only line that would be a good one.
162. What is the reason for abandoning that line on which a trial survey was made from Albion Park to 
Nowra via Saddleback and Foxgrove? The steep grades, the costly works, and the summit level.
163. That would have been a far more costly work than the line now proposed ? There would have been
about 2 miles of tunnel. The gradients as they were laid out were 1 in 40. Possibly by winding but I 
am not certain about that—they might have been reduced, but that would have added to the length of the 
line, and to the earthworks. _
164. But have you not a eohsiderable length of tunnels on the line proposed ? Tes. _ _
165. What is about the total length ? 2,024 yards they amount up to altogether. That is a little over a
mile—not a mile and a quarter. #
166. To have taken it from Albion Park to Nowra would have necessitated a longer length ox tunnels and
more expensive work ? Tes. _ i a jji -u i
167. a gradient of 1 in 40? Yes ; and you would liave to rise over 1,450 feet at the Saddleback. 
Tou would have to go up that height, and down again in either direction.
168. Tou said in your evidence to Hr. Garran that the line would only cross one creek, or at least that it 
would only require one bridge, and that would be over Broughton Creek ? That is the most important. 
16Si. But do you not cross the Bomadery Creek near Nowra before reaching the river ? No. We do 
not cross the Bomadery Creek. We keep on this side of it.
169. If the line stops where proposed at present you would not require to cross Bomadery Creek. No.
170. But if the line were taken on to Nowra and'Jervis Bay you would have to cross Bomadery Creek 
and the Shoalhaven as well? Tes ; but the bridge oyer the Bomadery Creek would not be of much account.
171. Ho you think it is worth while to construct this short line, considering that tbe short line from the 
position where the bridge will be, to the temporary terminus, is only to be a temporary work ? Tes, I 
do. I think it is desirable.
172. What is the distance ? Pifty-two chains.
173. About three quarters of a mile ? Tes. _ ....
174. Considering that they will have to take their goods from the station across the bridge into the
town, is it worth the while of the State to construct a temporary line just to save three quarters of a mile 
haulage? I should point out, that if you had a station at Bomadery on the main line, you would have 
to spend a good deal of money in making roads, for the present road to Bomadery is a mere track, so 
the whole cost of the deviation would not be saved. _
175. Then you think it wiser to take the line on to the proposed terminus for the accommodation of the 
people, and to save the expenditure on these roads which would be necessitated ? Tes. _
176. Where is Huskisson;—beyond Jervis Bay is it not, or a portion of Jervis Bay? It is shown on
the map. . .
177. Huskisson is a township on Jervis Bay ? I cannot tell you anything at all about it. I have not
been there. _ _
178. Is that the proposed terminus of the Jervis Bay line ? I believe so.
179. Tou understand that is the proposed terminus of the Jervis Bay line ? _Tes.
180. Tou do not care to express an opinion as to the probable traffic on the line ? No ; I have not gone
into that. _ ,
181. Bo you know the distance between Nowra and Jervis Bay ? I could get it for you. I have not a
note of it here.* . . ,
182. There appears to be no good crossing place between Nowra and the coast for a railway, judging by 
the plan submitted to the Committee ? Tes.
183. I think from the plan submitted to the Committee that the department have chosen the best 
crossing-place for the railway on to Shoalhaven? Tes.
184. As near to the coast as possible, have they not ? Tes.
185. So that detour between Gerringong and Nowra was absolutely essential ? Tes. It not only serves 
Nowra, but it crosses the river at just about the head of navigation, and it is .probably the most 
economical way of carrying the line too, on account of the cost of the bridge. The cost of a bridge lower 
down would be very much greater even if we were permitted to block the navigation.
186. Mr. Tonlcvn.] Ho you know the country pretty well between Kiama and Nowra ? Tes ; along the 
route that the line takes.
187. Is there much population there ? There is some settlement. There is Gerringong and Broughton
Creek, or Berry as it is called now. There is considerable population at those two places. _ _
188. Ho you know whether the whole of it is private property—alienated country ? I believe that it is 
very nearly all alienated.
189. How'did you reduce the cost by £60,000, for there is a difference of about £60,000 between your
estimate and what is before us at the present time—that is between £381,000 and £441,000 ; how was 
that alteration made—by any deviations made lately ? It is partly due to deviations, and partly to more 
exact information, and partly to reduction in prices. _
190. At what do you estimate the cost per mile? The cost per mile is £16,895.
191. Is that not a very high price for railway construction now ? It is, but we cannot help it, for the 
first few miles of the line are very costly. If you could cut out the heavy works at the commencement—

say

* Notb (on revision) :—The distance is about 16 miles.
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say 70 to 75 miles—if you could cut out the first 5 miles you would cut out a very large proportion of the H. Deane, 
expense indeed. Beyond there, it will be a comparatively cheap line.
192. That £16,800 odd per mile does not include this bridge, does it ? No ; that does not include the ./'tT“ ."I'
bridge, but it includes £121,000 for tunnels. eo'’ '
193. Have you any idea of what the first 5 miles cost per mile ? No ; but I believe au analysis would
show that the first 5 miles cost as much as all the rest—cost half this estimate.
194. That would reduce the cost of the ordinary line beyond this very difficult engineering part to some
thing like £8,000 a mile, would it not ? About £11,000 a mile.
195. For the line with the exception of the first 5 miles ? Tes.
196. Mr. Hurley7\ Have the plans been so prepared that the tunnels and bridges will be constructed for 
a double line P No, for a single line.
197. Only for a single line P Tes, only for a single line.
198. Looking at the mistakes of the past, do you not think it would be advisable to make provision for 
tunnels, as you have done on the Newcastle line—to have sufficient width in your tunnels for a double 
line ? It is a question that would depend on what the traffic is likely to be in the future.
199. Is it not generally admitted that there has been a mistake made on the western lines in the con
struction of tunnels for single lines ? Tes.
200. Well, in order to avoid any mistake in the future, would it not be wise to make provision in the 
construction of tunnels upon either the southern or northern lines for a double line ? I do not think I 
should recommend it in this case, because there would be very little difficulty in putting an extra tunnel 
alongside.
201. Have you had anything to do with the preparation of the plans for the construction, of tunnels 
beween Newcastle and Gosford ? Tes.
202. It has been anticipated that the trade will be sufficient to warrant the construction of a double 
line ? Tes.
203. Would not the same warrant arise in regard to the probability of trade on the southern coast line ?
It could not be expected to develop so rapidly.
204. Say within the next twenty-five years ? Tes ; I have no doubt that within the next twenty-five 
years double-line tunnels would he a necessity.
205. Looking at that fact—that double line tunnels would actually be a necessity twenty-five years hence for 
the accommodation of the public—would it not be wise now, when constructing the line, to enter at once 
upon the construction of double-line tunnels ? I think not. I will explain why: The cost of the single
line tunnel is £120,000. The cost of the double-line tunnels would be £180,000. That would be £60,000 
additional expense you would have to go to at the present amount. 3§- per cent, on that would be £2,100 
a year extra interest that you would have to pay.
206. Have you had any experience in duplicating a tunnel after it has been once constructed ? No ; but
I would not duplicate the tunnel, but make a fresh one alongside of it, or near it. '
207. Well, looking at the probability of a fresh tunnel being an actual necessity within a period of 
■twenty-five years, would it not be to the advantage of the general public and of the Treasury to have that 
tunnel constructed at once ? Not if you have to wait for twenty-five years.
208. Looking at Kiama, and where the present line terminates, will not that li mile of line from the • 
present terminus into Kiama be one of the most costly structures in this country ? Tes, it is costly.
209. Will not that be one of the most expensive structures that has been taken in hand in this country ?
It will be costly
210. Has the proposal to construct that line from the present terminus into Kiama been brought about
by public agitation ? I cannot tell you that. '
211. Cannot this be avoided by the construction of a line 4, 7, or 10 miles further north, and avoiding 
Kiama altogther, keeping north of Kiama. Would you not avoid the whole of this expense, by going across - 
for instance so (pointing to the map) P No, you would not.
212. Have there been any trial surveys ? Tou could not get across except across here (pointing to the 
map), and there, as I have pointed out, you would have to go round in this way more or less near 
Jamberoo, and across the Saddleback, and you would have 2 miles of tunnels, very heavy cuttings, and 
very heavy grades.
213. Supposing this line to Kiama were not in existence at all, and you were asked to construct a railway
from a given point—say 10 or 15 miles north of Kiama—to Nowra, which way would you go ? I should 
naturally look at this one first. '
214. There have been no trial surveys ? Tes ; there has been a trial survey made across there.
215. Is it accessible country to get through ? We have surveyed a line across there.
216. Would it shorten the distance ? Tes. .
217. Can you give us any idea of the number of miles you would save? I do not think I can.
It would not be so much as appears on the map from the direction it takes, as there are many curves 
on it.
218. Has there been any estimate made of the cost of construction of that surveyed line, as against this ?
No ; I cannot find any. ’ '
219. Tou cannot get us any estimate of the saving of cost in reaching Kiama bv that route as against this
route? No, I cannot. si s
220. Mr. Dowel.] Of what material do you propose to construct the bridges ? On the present line they 
would be timber. The bridge over the Shoalhaven would have iron cylinders and wrought-iron or steel 
superstructure.
221. Upon what principle do you propose this iron bridge should be constructed ? I have one or two 
sketches made for it, but I have not decided anything definitely at present.
222. Could this bridge be designed in such a manner that tenders could be called, the material could be 
prepared, and it could be constructed in this Colony ? Tes.
223. It could be designed specially in the way I have indicated ? Tes; I see no reason why the work
should not be made in this Colony” if desired. .
224. In this specification and design there will be no special sizes of iron that could not be procured here ?
Oh, no. Of course the plates, the angle-iron unions, and the T iron, and so on, would probably have to 
be imported. '

225.
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H. Deane, 225. Tou are aware that in the construction of many railway bridges special sizes of iron have been speci
fied which have not been able to bo procured in the ordinary way, and that only certain persons have been 

4'vec 1889 a^e ^ sPecifie(i i1'011—is that so or not ? That I cannot say ; but if I had the designing of this
’’ ’ bridge I certainly would not adopt any but the ordinary sections of iron, unless I saw some special reason

for the introduction of special sections.
22G. You are in favour of simplifying this specification so that there shall be no difficulty attending the 
construction of the bridge in the Colony ? Decidedly.
227. In setting out this railway, you are aware that it goes through a large quantity of private purchases ? 
Yes.
228. ' Was there any possible way of avoiding its going through the Public School and grounds, the Court
house and yards, and the Bank belonging to the B. S. and A. C. Co. in Kiama? I had the alignment of 
the centre line there under consideration, and I tried to improve on that line.
229. Would it not be very undesirable to go through the Court-house, the Public Schools, and this Bank ? 
I do not think it does ; it goes through some of their premises.
230. The book of reference shows it takes them ? It does not take the building. Por instance, we go 
through the back premises of the Joint Stock Bank, but not through their building.
231. But this is the B. S. and A. C. Bank—not the Joint Stock Bank? I beg your pardon. Well, it is 
almost impossible to choose a different line. I tried to get it up here, but it is not desirable to run along 
the centre, otherwise you cut into both blocks facing both streets. I scarcely think we could alter it. If 
we can alter it, it will certainly be done.
232. Is it not unusual that a railway should be taken through the very heart of the town—through the 
main street ? It is not a thing to be desired, but you cannot get it anywhere else. This is all rising 
ground here, and down here you get it too low. It has been proposed to take the line through here, and 
across there, and round there, but I think it most objectionable. There is a great wash of the sea coming 
up here, and you would have to build a breakwater or very strong sea-wall to resist the action of the waves.
233. In exploring this line in the first instance, every possible care was taken to go through as little town 
property as possible ? Yes. In this case it appeared to me we had no choice. When I took my present 
office I was careful to look at these plans and examine them, and I sent a surveyor down to Kiama to see 
whether he could not get a better line than what was shown here, so as to avoid the property, and the 
conclusion I came to was that that line had better be retained in its present position.
234. Can you name any other town in the Colony wffiere the railway goes through the town in the way it 
is laid out here ? No. I think Kiama, as far as I can remember, is the only one where the conditions 
necessitate our going through that part of the town. I agree that it is very unusual ; but in this case I

. do not see how it can be avoided.
235. Temporary Chairman.'] I understand that the getting into and out of the town of Kiama will cost 
very nearly, if not quite, £100,000? That was in the estimate of 1886.
236. Even now pretty near that? I think that might be reduced to £80,000.
237. Prom where we are to the town of Grerringong is the most expensive part of the whole line ? Yes.
238. Have you considered every conceivable plan to go round to the rear of Kiama so as to avoid this 
expense ? Personally I have not done it at all. I took up this line as it had already been adopted.
239. You see there is the enormous expense of this portion of the line ? Yes.
240. Utterly in disproportion to any traffic we are likely to get on it? Yes.
241. And therefore the immense importance of considering any alternative project? Yes.
242. Has there been any estimate of the expense of that inland line, so that we could compare it with the 
expense of this route ? I think no estimate has been made.
243. Would it be very difficult to make a rough estimate ? I will endeavour to get an estimate of it.
244. Of course we must have some tunnels on that line ? Yes.
245. And some heavy earthworks, because we have to cut through ridges ? Yes.
246. And could you give us an estimate of that inland line to compare with the cost of this line ? Yes.
247. Wo should come out, I suppose, at some point near Broughton Creek? Yes, at Broughton 
Creek.
248. But beyond the present line ? Yes.
249. It would be very desirable that we should have some estimate of the total cost of an inland line that 
would avoid the immense expense of this coast line, if you could give us that ? I can furnish you with 
that next week.
250. We might have to start some point a mile or so back from Kiama ? A good many miles. To make 
anything like a direct line, you would have to start from about Albion Park.
251. How far from Sydney is Albion Park ? About 61 miles.

.252. That would be about 8 miles before you get to Kiama ? It is about a mile, I think, after passing 
tbe Macquarie rivulet, which is 60 miles from Sydney. .
253. You think you would have to go off from there ? To make a direct line.
254. It would be very important if you could give us, if only a rough estimate, of what it would cost to 
follow that route ? I will look into it and give you an estimate early next week.
255. With regard to the bridge at the river, even when you have completed your line across the river, 
you will always want a platform on the north side of the river, will you not ? Yes, just a platform. I 
should think a platform would be sufficient. It might be necessary to have a goods siding.
256. Would the work you must put up now be very much in excess of what would be permanently wanted 
for a station there? You mean apart from the permanent way?
257. I am looking at the possibility of getting rid of this temporary branch—suppose you stop at the north 
side for the present, and have as economical an arrangement as you can, you will always want some plat
form or station there ? Yes. There has been as little as possible put down for station works.
258. You are not going to build everything very good on this little temporary branch line ? No.
259. Are you going to build nothing more substantial than you would permanently want as a platform 
on the north side of the river ? No, I think not.
260. Because if you make there at present what you will permanently want—that is a platform, sheds,
and a siding—that will be all to the good ; you would not want to shift it ? No ; but, as I pointed out, 
there would be some expense in making up the approach, which has not been estimated, If Bomadery 
were left as a terminus for a few years, it would bis necessary to make a good road to it from the end of 
the bridge. 261.
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261. "Would it be i a mile? About f o£ a mile. . H. Deane,
262. Is it a bad soil for a road ? Tes ; it is all alluvial soil till you get right up to Bomadery. ®S<1-
263. Wbat would be the expense of that road? It would cost about £600 I should think. .
264. We are going to waste £2,000 over this work ; would it not be better to spend £600 in making a good e0"’ ’
road at once, which would be wanted again afterwards? lam quite satisfied if the Howra people are 
satisfied. This deviation was, of course, intended to suit the Nowra people.
265. Tes; but if we are to make a railway, and an expensive bridge to suit the Nowra people presently, 
it is not reasonable that they should want a very large expense for a merely temporary service, is it ? No.
266. If we made a good road at £600 a mile, and one that would serve them always afterwards, do you not 
think that we would do what is fairly sufficient for the exigency ? Now they have to be satisfied by going 
along a road, 25 miles in length, to the station. They ought to be satisfied if they had only a mile and a 
half to go.
267. Considering their present position, if we bring the railway within f of a mile of the township, and
make a good road for that -f of a mile, do not you think they would be pretty well served? They would 
be very much better served than now, and I am sure they would look upon it as a vast improvement. But 
then, if the line were carried out to the road close to the bridge, people would be able to walk out and in 
conveniently to the station; whereas, perhaps, if it were f of a mile further-----
268. But we are spending nearly half a million of money to take the railway to this township, and do not 
you think we ought to save if we can ? Tes ; but it is not a very large extra expense, proportionately to 
the whole outlay.
269. But even if you have a platform there, after the bridge is made you will still want the road from that 
platform to the bridge, will you not ? I do not know. I would not spend very much money on it then.
270. There is sure to be a demand for that road ? Not from the town, I think.
271. Well, from the bridge leading to the platform ? People going up as far as the bridge along the 
main road would go right into the town of Nowra. They would not come out at the Bomadery station.
Bomadery station would serve the people more on the east of the line. '
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present:—

The Honoeabee JOHN LACKET. (Yice-Chaibman.)
The Hon. Andeew G-abban.
The Hon. Eredebick Thomas Humphebx.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.

John Hurley, Esq.

James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq. 
William Springthorpe Dowel, Esq. 
Edward William O’Sullivan, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Kiama to Nowra.

John Wright, Esq., District Engineer, Department of Engineer-in-Chief for Eailways, sworn, and
examined:—

272. Dr. Garran-I Tou are in the Eailway Department ? Tes, I am District Engineer in the Eailway J. Wright,
Department. ■ Esq.
273. What part of this work have you been engaged on ? I was sent down in July, 1888, by Mr.
Whitton, to improve the grades and to reduce the earthworks. ® •Dec-’ 1®89-
274. The line had been surveyed prior to you going down? It had.
275. Tou went to see if you could make improvements ? Tes.
276. Have you made any substantial alterations ? Tes, some considerable alterations.
277. Tou are of course aware that from the present terminus of the railway to Gerringong is to be part 
of the line ? Tes.
278. And it will be very expensive ? Tes.
279. Tou have given your best attention to reducing the cost of that part of the line ? Tes, I devoted 
most of my attention to that. Of course that was the most difficult and costly part. Mr. Whitton was 
evidently dissatisfied with the survey and sent me down eighteen months ago to improve it if I possibly 
could.
280. Have you now done all that it is possible to do? Tes, I have done all that is possible to be done. •
The whole of the country has been cross-sectioned. In 3 miles I reduced the distance 30 chains, and the 
earthworks by about 20,000 yards. I straightened the line and cut out nearly the whole of a 12 chains 
curve. I have only left one 12 chains, and one 16 chains curve, whereas there were two curves of 16 
chains, and I think seven curves of 12 chains. It was considered such a marked improvement that I had
to go over several of the other lines. Eor instance I went over the line from Marrickville to Liverpool.
281. In so doing have you injured the grades at all ? No. I have improved the grades. I have reduced 
them from 1 in 40 to 1 in 50.
282. And to the best of your judgment this is the best line between those two points? This is the best 
line, and by far the cheapest line. I have been over the whole of the other lines surveyed.
283. Have you been over the trial line from Albion Park ? Tes.
284. Will you describe the engineering difficulties of that line ? After leaving the Macquarie Eivulet the 
country is very hilly until you reach the Mount Terry Eange. That is 7 miles north of the Minumurra.
285. What height had you to ascend to cross that range ? About 400 feet, but I cannot be quite certain, 
as I made a flying survey.
286. Would that involve the cutting of a ridge? It would involve a tunnel with a grade of 1 in 40.
With grades of 1 in 40 a 21 chains tunnel would be required, and with a grade of 1 in 50 a tunnel of 38 
to 39 chains. Then you descend to another valley between the Mount Terry spur and the Jamberoo spur 
of the main coast range.
287. Then have you another tunnel ? There is a long grade there about 1 mile in length of 1 in 40. It 
would be useless to attempt to get anything less than 1 in 40 to cross the Jamberoo Eange into the valley 
of Jamberoo. There would be 144 chains of 1 in 40 with a tunnel about 43 chains in length.

30—B ■ 288.
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288. Would you have a difficult bridge over tbe Minumurra ? No, it would be of easy construction. 
Between the Minumurra Biver and the Saddleback Eange you get down into the flat of Jamberoo which 
is only 36 feet above high-water mark, and in order to ascend you have to keep winding round 3 or 4 
miles through very bad country abounding in natural slips in the spurs of the mountains.
289. Then this range is 1,429 feet at the crossing at its lowest point in the Saddleback? Of course the 
lowest point is crossed nearest to the coast on tbe present survey.
290. Does the Saddleback run nearly to the coast ? It runs to where the road is sketched on the map
and then gradually decends to the coast. _
291. If you went further to the east you would still have nearly as great a height to cross ? A greater 
height. But we go to the point indicated on the map in consequence of the facilities afforded us by going 
up the creek. We creep up in a continuous grade of 1 in 40.
292. And you take the ridge at the saddle? Tes,at its narrowest point.
293. Descending from the Saddleback ? To get through the Saddleback would necessitate a tunnel
nearly 2 miles in length. Descending again from the Saddleback Eange down to the valley of the 
Broughton Creek you have to go through a difficult and exceedingly rough country until you reach the 
Nowra Eoad. Then the country gets a little better. _
294. Erom an engineering point of view it is undoubtedly a difficult line ? Tes, and a very costly one.
295. And the gradients would have to be 1 in 40? Tes, unless you tunnel. In one point it will 
necessitate something like 3 miles of 1 in 40 ascending and descending on the Saddleback Eange.
296. In your judgment there would be nothing to be gained by taking that line ? The advocates of that
line only claim for its construction that it is a little shorter. _ _
297. Would you not come nearer the coal-fields in the mountain? Tes. But I would like to point out
that this line which I have recently surveyed from Shoal Harbour to Jamberoo would serve the same 
purpose at a cost of about £30,000. _ _
298. Have you examined a route to go about 2 or 3 miles at the back of Kiama, to come round and avoid 
this expensive line through the township ;—is that a practicable country ? It is a practicable country if 
you choose to go the expense, but it is a dearer line than the other by £126,000. Assuming all things 
being equal up to the crossing of the Minumurra Eiver to Kiama, the line would cost £81,000 more than 
the line now constructed.
299. What is the cause of the difficulty ? The first difficulty is the crossing of the Terragong swamp, in
which there is 60 feet of mud, and we make an allowance there of 10 feet for subsidence. Therefore we 
require a great amount of earthworks. Then we have to skirt round the Terragong swamp, and there are 
heavy works only a few feet above high-water. Then we have to cross exceedingly difficult country 
right through to Kiama. _
300. Are you obliged to come into Kiama. Cannot you keep to the west ? It is too heavy. . _
301. Across a series of spurs ? Tes. The Saddleback Eange widens out into a series of undulating hills.
302. Tou must come round by the points of those spurs ? That is much the cheapest vray. ^
303. Although you admit the tremendous expense of the short distance from Kiama to G-erringong, you 
do not see your way to avoid it ? Any other route would be more expensive. Every precaution has been 
taken, survevs have been made, and it has been cross-sectioned right down to the coast line
304. If the railway were at present only as far as Albion Park you could not see any better route to get
to Nowra than the one proposed ? No. No better route could be found—it is impossible. _ _
305. If we are to go from point to point wre must take the coast line ? Tes, for economy. It is. a little 
longer, but still the extra cost which would be incurred in the other would render its construction pro
hibitory, taking its initial cost, and the cost of maintenance, it would be 100 per cent, dearer than this.
306. Mr. Trickett^ Would it not be better for the line to go to the westwould it not serve the 
agricultural population better up there ? Tes: it would if the cost of affording facilities would not be 
too great. But, as you are aware, it is very difficult to alter the direction of trade. People will go where 
they have beeu in the habit of going, and it is not considered an inconvenience. But to take the line 
through that way, even to get to Kiama, would cost £120,000, and to get to Broughton Creek by the most 
direct route would cost nearly half a million more. I can better describe it by saying that on the extreme 
western line there will be nearly 3 miles of tunnelling. There will be nearly 9 miles of ascending^ and 
descending grades of 1 in 40. On the line to Kiama from Albion Park there is one small grade ot 1 in 
50—that is the worst right through. There is a tunnel of 2 chains in length, and upon this line (pointing 
to the map) we have a series of tunnels five in number, amounting to 1 mile and 1 or 2 chains, which will 
be more cheaply constructed, as you are aware, than a continued series of tunnelling. _
307. The people will be no better served for getting produce to market when the railway is constructed,
than they are served now by steamer carriage;—they will have to bring it quite as far ? They will have to 
bring it quite as far, but were any intermediate line constructed I do not think it would afford equitable 
facilities. .
308. How do they get produce to market from the high country ? Under any circumstances they have to
come down to the level ground—that is from 30 to 40 feet above high-water mark with pack horses.
Presuming the railway went right through Jamberoo they would still have to come down there. The 
great bulk of the people live between the line and the coast. Put it in another way. Assuming that you 
adopt any one of those lines, a branch line would be necessary to Kiama, which is the largest centre of 
population, and Jamberoo could be served by an easily constructed line.
309. The branch line could be constructed to Jamberoo ? Tes.
310. Would that be a difficult line to construct ? No ; very easy. _ ,
311. Erom your knowledge of the country you say that this line along the coast is the cheapest and most
practicable, and would serve the most people ? Undoubtedly. Any one who secs the country will arrive 
at the same conclusion.
312. Mr. HurleyLeaving the question of the construction of a railway to Nowra out of considera
tion, and looking at the proposal to run to Kiama;—do you think in the interests of trade and the Eailway 
Department, it is necessary to construct a railway right into Kiama ? I do not follow you.
313. The proposal is to take the line from a point to the north of Kiama ? Tes. _
314. Leaving Nowra out of the question, do you think it is necessary to construct this mile and a half of 
railway in the interests of trade and of the department? I do not think it will enhance the returns £10 in
Ol J ecu. • • P 1 M
315. Therefore if that were the only extension required you would not advise the construction of the mile 
and a half from the present terminus to Kiama to be carried out ? No. 316.
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316. Have you any knowledge of the country between Nowra and tbe country west on to tbe Great J. Wright, 
Southern Line ? Tes, I have been through there on several occasions .
317. Have you any idea of the distance? The distance from there to the nearest point on the Great
Southern Line is about 40 miles, or 33 miles direct. . 5 'L)ec'’ 1889
318. The distance from the present terminus of the Southern line to Nowra is 22 miles? Tes.
319. And from Nowra to the nearest point on the Great Southern line will be 40 miles ? About that.
320. And the country has not been explored ? I was told to go over it, but it is so rough that I did not 
see my way to get up.
321. Tou do not think it is a favourable country for railway construction? No. Yarious mountains'have 
to be mounted in such a short distance.
322. What kind of country is it up to Nowra;—is there abundance of timber ? . All the land as far as the
range is splendid grazing and good agricultural land. Wherever crops are grown they appear to yield 
well. Of course there are sfnall patches which are not of much value, but the whole of it is splendid 
country ;—as good, I suppose, as any in Australia. ’
323. Is there abundance of timber for sleepers ? Tes. .
324. Mr. Dowel.\ Do you think it is desirable to take the railway through the town if it is avoidable ?
It may not be desirable, but when we cannot obtain what is desirable we must take the attainable.
325. It is unavoidable ? Tes ; I don’t see how you could avoid it.
326. Can you point to any town in New South Wales where the railway is taken through as it is done 
here ? I do not know of one.
327. It is impossible to divert that line so as to take it away from the principal portion of the town 
already settled ? I have tried for two or three months to get lines on one side or the other, and have 
failed to do so. We saw the difficulty, and it was proposed to take aline elsewhere; but that would 
necessitate an enormous cost, and we should still go through the main, portion of the town.
328. Tou have done all that is possible to get the best line ? It has been cross-sectioned in such a 
manner that we have secured the best possible line. We have spared neither time nor trouble in obtain
ing it.
329. Tou are sure no other route could be discovered ? I do not know of any. The ranges rise
very abruptly, and attain a height of 300 and 400 feet in 5 or 6 chains. They run up almost like the sides 
of cuttings. ■
330. This line goes through public schools, court-houses, and banks ? That is the only possible route we 
could get.
331. And that after careful survey ? Tes. It would be advantageous if you went down there to have it 
it pointed out to you how impossible it is. It is one of those insulated cases in which no improvement 
can be made.
332. Mr. Humpliery.Have you examined the country between Shoalhaven Eiver and Jervis Bay? Only 
slightly. We had a great deal of trouble with the railway crossing, and I started to go over the line to 
reduce the grades from 1 in 40, as low as I could get them, and I had to give it up in order to complete 
the survey of this line.
333. Ton cannot speak as to the physical features between the two points? I have not been as far as 
Jervis Bay, but as far as the Currenbeen Eiver, a few miles from Jervis Bay.
334. Are there any difficulties between Currenbeen and Nowra ? No ; it is an easy line, but it is a barren 
country.
335. There would be no difficulties to encounter in the shape of elevations or depressions? No; there 
are no heavy works.
336. Tou do not think it possible to reduce the cost beyond the point you have already reached in the 
direction of this extension from the cemetery at Kiama to Shoalhaven ? No. I do not see how it is 
possible. We have reduced the grades and the earthworks. In one portion I cut out 100,000 yards of 
earthworks, I do not see how it is possible to reduce it any further. The heaviest portion of the work is 
the first 3 miles, and after that it is simply side-cutting.
337. Tou said the extension of the line to Kiama would not, in your opinion, increase the returns more 
than £10 ? Not from the present terminus to Kiama only.
338. As far as Kiama is concerned, is not the railway being simply used at present for passenger traffic ?
.N o ; a great deal of milk and butter is sent up from Kiama now.
339. Would not the conveyance of produce be largely increased if the line were extended? Not into
Kiama ; because it is only a mile from Kiama now. .
340. But as far as Gerringong ? Tes ; if it were extended it must increase.
341. Do you know the country between Kiama and Shoalhaven Eiver ? Tes.
342. What is its character ? Most of it is alluvial flats—from soil washed down from the sandstone and 
the basalt formation. It is very prolific.
343. Would it support a large population ? It does so now. There is a large population upon it. .
344. Mr.. Tonkin.'] Supposing you were going to survey a line direct to Nowra, without taking Kiama 
into consideration at all, would you go round by Kiama ? Undoubtedly.
345. Then the fact of that town being where it is has not drawn you to it ? No.
346. Is there any table-land through which the railway could run rather than go in through the spurs?
No ; the geological formation is against any table-land coming in between the coast range and the Coast 
itself.
347. Of course there is no table-land between the coast range and the coast—but speaking of the coast 
range itself is there any table-land upon that ? Tes.
348. Could not a railway be constructed there much better than by going through Kiama to Nowra ? Tou
would then go through the barrenest country possible, and would afford no facilities to the bulk of the .
population living lower down.
349. But are not the population living lower down near Kiama already served by the railway which is now 
within a mile of Kiama ? Tes, up to Kiama they are served by railway.
350. As they are already served could not a line be constructed cheaper by going to the top of the coast 
range? No.
351. On the table-land ? Tes, but it would lead from nowhere to nowhere.
352. Would not it lead you to Nowra ? No. When you get on the top of the main range it would be 
impossible to get down. It is from 1,600 to 1,700 feet high, and it is only 4 miles to Nowra.
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J. Wright, 333. What is the distance from the foot of the coast range to where this line would be constructed along 
Escl' by Kiama? The distance varies. The trial survey,—Albion Park to Nowra, via Saddle Back,—is imme- 

_ diately under the coast range. The coast range skirts round by Broughton Yillage ; it then falls suddenly
■ ec‘’ 0 ‘ back to the west until you pass Nowra.

354. You think that line which is noW at the foot of the coast range directly will not be as easily a con
structed line as the one we have now under consideration? No. Prom Mount Pleasant, 74 miles, to 
Nowra is quite easy.
355. Mr. O'Sullivan.'] Who made the original survey from Kiama to Nowra? I think it was Mr. Wells.
356. Who made the trial survey from Albion Park to Nowra, via Saddle Back ? Messrs. Hardie and 
Jamieson.
357. Do they recommend that line ? No.
358. How long is it since you were ordered to improve the grades and cut down the earthworks and curves ? 
I commenced that class of work in July of 1888.
359. Vice-Chairman.] You have been a long time in the railway service ? A little over five years.
360. Not longer? Not in this Colony. _
361. Having been instructed to examine the lines with the view of lessening the cost, you have given 
considerable attention to both routes ? I may state that when I joined the Department Mr. Whitton 
instructed me to try and improve the grades of the line to Bolivia—that was on the Great Northern line, 
and there were grades of 1 in 40 crossing the Dividing Kanges, between the Severn and the Deepwater, 
and crossing the Bolivia Kange. I spent six months trying to improve the grade. He also requested me 
to go over the Inverell line as soon as I had time. After I had completed working the north he sent me 
to the line to Nowra, and afterwards to the line Marrickville to Liverpool.
362. With regard to the line to Nowra you considered you found the easiest grades you could? Yes.
363. Do you pass the township of Nowra in the proposed line? Yes. _
364. Do you cross the Shoalhaven Biver ? No, it is not contemplated to do so just now'. The terminus 
is to be on the north side of the river within a mile or less of the township. .
365. Has it been considered by the Department whether the present bridge can be utilized for the 
purpose of railway communication at any time ? Mr. Deane and I examined the present bridge, but 
arrived at the conclusion that it was not strong enough to carry a railway.
366. It is a large bridge ? Yes. _
367. Of iron cylinders ? Yes. But it is of light construction, and the cylinders have not been sunk to
the rock. _
368. The bridge could not be strengthened in view of future railway communication ? I do not think 
it could be strengthened. It is of the class of link and pin, and it would be very difficult to strengthen.
369. You are aware that the estimate of the Commissioners of the cost and probable receipts of the
proposed line has been submitted to the Government and this Committee ? I only know of our own 
estimates. _
370. The Commissioners have made an estimate of the probable cost of the line and the probable receipts. 
The estimate does not include the cost of the land. The probable cost of the line according to their 
estimate is over £538,600. That would be something like between £22,000 and £23,000 a mile ? Yes.
371. As an observant man, and as one who has given attention to things in general, do you think the 
country would be justified in going to an expenditure of £23,000 a mile for the purpose of constructing 
a railway from Kiama to Nowra ? To do it straight off as a new venture might not be judicious, but 
as an extension of the present line I think the amended estimate might be incurred.
372. Supposing it were incurred, would you regard that as an extension to Kiama alone, or as a portion 
of a general extension to the southern limits of the Colony in that direction ? As an extension to the 
southern limits of the Colony.
373. From that point of view do you think it a proper line to undertake ? Undoubtedly.
374. Do you think the country would be justified in incurring the cost, considering it would have to pay 
extra for the land which would have to be resumed ? Yes.
375. What is the value of land there ? I do not think it would average more than £25 an acre.
376. About how much per mile would it add to the cost of the line ? £700 or £800 a mile.
377. You have spoken about the land upon the ridge being barren—you mean immediately on the ridge 
in places I suppose ? When you get on the top of the sandstone formation along the coast, right from 
Bulli to the south of Kangaroo Valley, there is a large drop in one place, extending to the Bundanoon, 
which is very poor country.
378. Otherwise, when you get a mile back, you get to rich basalt country ? Yes; it is much better 
towards Moss Vale, Yarrawong, and Bobertson.
379. That land is very rich? Yes. The Kangaroo Valley is the garden of New South Wales as far as
agriculture is concerned. It is a prolific district. _
380. You. think, in view of an extension to the southern limits along the coast, this is a desirable line to 
construct ? Yes.
381. And outside your professional opinion, you think the country would be justified in incurring the 
expenditure ? Yes, I do indeed. It would be a benefit to the whole of the Colony.
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WEDNESDAY,



225
MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—EAILWAY FBOM KIAMA TO NOWEA. 13

WEDNESDAY, 18 DECEMBER, 1889.
frmnf:—

JOSEPH PALMER ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaieman).
The Hon. Andeew Gaeran.
The Hon. Eredeeick Thomas Humpheey. 
The Hon. "William Joseph Teickett.
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The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Kiama to Howra.

John Harper, Esq., Eailway Goods Superintendent, sworn, and examined:—
382. Dr, Garran.~\ Have you personally gone into the calculations of traffic in regard to the line under J- Harper, 
the consideration of the Committee? Yes, as far as the information I have before me permitted ®ST 
me’to do so.
383. You have already had some experience of the traffic of this district since the line has been opened -D®0’’ 1889, 
to Kiama ? Yes.
384. Has that traffic equalled the expectations of the Department ? Yes.
385. Has it exceeded those expectations ? I could not say what the expectations were. It certainly 
exceeded my expectations.
386. Is there a large quantity of the agricultural produce of the district carried by railway ? Yes ; of
dairy produce. '
387. Milk ; Yes ; milk, butter, live stock, eggs, and poultry.
388. Do you think the traffic of the district has increased since the railway was opened ? I think the 
traffic of the district, generally, has increased, whether carried by sea or rail, owing to the establishment 
of more factories ; and I think the railway has contributed towards the success of those factories.
389. Do you think those factories would have come into existence without a railway ? I think so.
390. Then the greater part of your traffic has been taken from the steam-boats? A lot of circumstances 
have conduced to bringing about an increased traffic. These include the better price for butter, the ready 
means of storing and disposing of it, and a lot of other causes outside the transit question altogether.
I think that the railway has played a very prominent part in promoting the success of the district.
391. You think the actual productiveness of the district has been increased ? Yes, I am sure of it.
362. Have you to under-cut the steam-boat rates much in order to obtain traffic ? We have never 
attempted to do so yet.
393. Are your rates higher or lower than those of the steam-boats ? They are higher.
394. You have under-cut on the Newcastle line, have you not ? Ho. We have not attempted to under
cut at all in the matter of goods traffic. Our rates are simply the ordinary goods mileage rates, excepting 
in regard to wool, in connection with which our rates are simply arbitrary. We charge more than our 
ordinary mileage rates between Newcastle and Sydney.
395. But you have under-cut in connection with the passenger traffic ? I am not prepared to speak 
about that.
396. Have you under-cut on the passenger rates to Kiama ? Ho. The fares are the ordinary southern
line fares. Excursion tickets have been issued at times,—at holiday times, for instance.
397. And at the rates charged you have obtained a fair amount of passenger traffic ? Yes.
398. Is it a paying amount? Yes.
399. Dividing the line to Kiama into sections, could you say, off hand, whether from Sydney to George’s 
Eiver the line is a paying one ? I should say that from Sydney to Hurstville, which would include 
George’s Eiver, the line is a paying one. Of course we have no sectional returns for last year, and I am
not prepared to say definitely whether it is a paying section or not. '
400. But as a traffic manager you would be able to form a good opinion ? Yes; I should imagine it is a 
paying section.
401. Does the section between George’s Eiver and the first coal-mine you come to pay ? I could not say.
402: You have as yet very little settlement along the line ? Comparatively none.
403. Have you brought any coal to Sydney by this line ? Yes.
404. Where do you land it ? At different places on the suburban lines, and at Sydney. We have had
the contents of a number of trucks from the Metropolitan Coal Company’s works delivered at the brick
works, and at Darling Harbour.
405. In Sydney you delivered at Darling Harbour ? Yes.
406. Do you put the coal on board the ships there ?. Ho.
407. You deliver it for local consumption? Yes.
408. You have not as yet shipped any coal ? No.
409. Is there any traffic between the Coal Company’s mine and Coal Cliff? Yes, a very good traffic.
Along there we have a comparatively large population, and we carry a large proportion of their supplies.
410. Was not that the most expensive portion of of the line ? I cannot speak as to the cost.
411. Do you think that the traffic upon that section makes it pay? Taken as a section I should imagine 
that it does pay; but it is rather a difficult question to answer in the absence of sectional returns. I 
should imagine that, on the mileage, the traffic does pay.
412. You speak from what you see of the booking returns ? Yes. '
413. Is the line paying between Coal Cliff and Wollongong? Yes; between those places we are carrying 
a good paying traffic.
414. And with regard to Wollongong and Kiama ? The traffic there is an increasing one. The grade is 
easy. Of course the traffic must be taken with the whole; but I should imagine that that section pays.
415. I ask these questions because I wish to get at the fact as to whether an extension to Shoalhaven 
would, in itself, be payable, if the cost of the line were moderate ? I think we had something like-

£13,000
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£13,000 worth of traffic from the section between "Wollongong and Kiama, a distance of 22 miles, during 
the year ending June last. We had only a through road from Sydney for eight months of the year.

......................................................... '.......................... .................  ' ' ' ' ~ Tes.ion icon 416. The traffic from a district of this kind is pretty well distributed throughout the year ?
I8 I)ec-, 1889.417. Jt is not iiko the woo! traffic? No.

418. It goes on from January to December ? Tes.
419. And that is the most profitable and convenient traffic ? Tes.
420. Is the traffic inward to Sydney equal in value to the traffic outward from Sydneywhich is the 
better in value ? From Sydney.
421. Tou carry stores ? Tes, over the whole of the road. Coal, of course, is carried at a lower freight 
than most of the articles carried from Sydney. Butter is an article carried at about a medium rate of 
freight, whereas most of the goods carried on the various sections pay a comparatively high rate,—7d. 
a mile.
422. Tou are aware that the first 6 or 7 miles of this line were very expensive in construction? I should 
imagine so, but I do not know anything about the engineering features of the line.
423. Have you looked into the cost of the work of construction ? No, I have not dealt with the matter.
424. I asked you just now whether the traffic would pay upon a moderate capital cost ; but the capital 
cost of these few miles is great. Do you think the traffic from Shoalhaven would be sufficient to cover the 
cost of a particularly expensive piece of line ? That is a question of paying interest on capital. I should 
imagine that the line would pay working expenses. Of course I am not prepared to say anything about 
the payment of interest on capital.
425. At Nowra you would obtain a fairly concentrated traffic ? I think so.
426. And the traffic of Nowra would in itself be a remunerative one ? Not alone.
427. But of the district of which it is the centre ? The districts surrounding it, and beyond it, would 
give a good traffic when won.
428. Do you expect any additional coal traffic from the extension of the line through Kiama ? I have 
never expected any. No doubt it may come.
429. Tou are looking solely to the agricultural passenger traffic ? Tes.
430. And so far as your experience of the line as far as Kiama goes, you think it would be justifiable to 
extend it to Shoalhaven, under the impression that sal isfactory results will follow? I think it would 
improve our trade with Kiama and the district beyond it. We suffer at the present time from being far 
away from Kiama.
431. Assuming that the line to Kiama is a fairly good line for the Department, do you think the extension 
to Nowra will be a log upon you, or a help to you ? I should think it would help us. Of course it is a 
matter of assumption. We have good grounds for believing that the traffic will be a good one. The 
district is a rich one, and should develop in the same way as other districts have done.
432. Tou admit that your conclusion is speculative to a certain extent ? Tes.
433. Do you know anything of the country between Nowra and Jervis Bay ? No.
434. Tou have not carried your consideration of the country beyond Nowra ? No.
435. On the whole you are prepared to say that the railway to Kiama has justified itself ? I 
think so.
436. Looking at it from a departmental point of view ? I think so, without any accurate knowledge as to 
the results.
437. The line from Sydney to Kiama has Hot been a mistake so far as the returns are concerned ? I have 
no returns in my possession to show that; but when I find a line gradually increasing the value and 
volume of its traffic every year, I naturally conclude that it is a line which should have been constructed.
438. This line is steadily increasing in traffic ? Tes ; it is, and we think it has assisted the agricultural 
interests of the neighbourhood.
439. It has stimulated the productiveness of the country ? Tes ; I think so.
440. Mr. Mwmphery"Was there formerly any milk business carried on between Sydney and the Kiama 
district ? None that I know of.
441. Has there not been a large business since the line was opened ? Tes; a very large business 
indeed.
442. Do you not know whether any saw-mills have recently been established along the line ? I have not 
heard of any. There is a saw-mill on the other side of the Metropolitan Coal Company’s premises at 
Lilyvale, but up to the present time we have had no traffic from it.
443. I think you said there were not many residents between the Metropolitan Coal Company’s works
and George’s Biver ? Tes. >
444. Are there not a great number of miners employed at the Coal Company’s works ? I am speaking
outside the mining population. "
445. But is not the mining population permanently settled ? Decidedly.
446. "What is the extent of the mining population ? I could not tell you. I was told when I was down
there by Mr. Bobertson, but I have forgotten the number. There is a large number of men employed in 
sinking the second shaft. •
447. Is there an increasing population in the vicinity of the Coal Company’s works ? I should imagine so.
448. Is the line being duplicated between Waterfall and George’s Biver ? Tes.
449. When will the duplication be completed ? I am sure I could not tell you.
450. How long is it since it was commenced ? I could not tell you that definitely.
451. Has the increase in traffic justified the expenditure for duplication? I could not express an opinion

• upon that point, but I presume thq Commissioners would not have commenced it otherwise.
452. I presume the Commissioners would not have recommended the duplication unless they thought it 
was necessary ? No.
453. Mr. Garrard!] Have you ever been over the country between Kiama and Nowra ? Tes.
454. Is there a larger area of country between Kiama and Nowra for agricultural products, than between 
Wollongong and Kiama ? I have not been over all the country, but I should think so.
455. The mountains are further back from the coast and give a larger area? Tes.
456. In your opinion the country is as capable of as large a production as the country between Wollon-

, gong^andiKiama? Tes. .
457. Do you know whether much settlement has taken place at Gerringong or Coolangatta ?' There is a
settlement at Gerringong and at Broughton’s Creek. 458.
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458. Is produce shipped from Gerringong now ? Tes, by steamer.
459. Do you think the producers would probably use the railway? Tes, we hope to be able to give them 
inducements to send their produce by rail.
460. Have you been as far as Cambewarra ? Only past it.
461. Tou went along the coast? No; along the road from Kiama to Nowra.
462. Did you come back the same way ? Tes. '
463. Tou know nothing then about the Cambewarra or the Kangaloon ? No, excepting from a report 
which I furnished some time ago about the extension to Robertson. •
464. Mr. Hurley.'] Have you taken note of the quantity of goods conveyed by steamer to Kiama and 
Wollongong ? Tes ; although it has been a somewhat difficult thing to do. The steam-boat companies 
have been very conservative in regard to giving information, but we have had observations made.
465. Tou have obtained the rates of freight by boat ? Tes. *
466. Can you give us any idea as to the difference of rates of freight by boats, and the rates of freight 
by rail ? The freights on the boats—which are now struggling for existence—are about half our rates in 
many articles, and slightly above ours in others.
467. Could you offer better inducements to those who import to use the rail instead of the boat? Tes, 
by giving quicker transit, and better carriage.
468. What do you mean by better carriage ? By carrying goods quicker, and in vehicles better suited 
for the conveyance of produce.
469. The vehicles on the southern line at the present time are not suitable for the traffic ? Tes, they are, 
hut we may have better.
470. Tou could improve upon them ? Tes. "
471. Then in order to get the trade it is necessary you should have improved accommodation ? Even
with our present accommodation, I think, as far as the factories are concerned, we shall gather the traffic. 
The farmers, who continue to make their own butter, cling to the old method of conveyance. As a rule 
most of the factories on the south coast are forwarding their butter by rail, finding it, I presume, more 
suitable, although our rates are higher. .
472. Are not the steamers competing with the railway for the traffic which goes to the two ports I have
named? Tes. •
473. Would it not be to the advantage of the Railway Department to give greater facilities to secure that 
trade? We are giving them an excellent service as far as Kiama. We give them a service equal to 25 
miles an hour for the conveyance of their butter and milk. We give them conveyances which, so far as 
.■experiments have gone up to the present time, are equal in temperature to the refrigeratory cars of the 
milk company. That is as far as we are prepared to go at present.
474. Have complaints ever been made to you, by merchants of Kiama and Wollongong, to the effect that 
they are prevented from using the railways on account of the excessive rates charged ? Tes.
475. Would it not be to the interest of the Department to run loaded trains down there even at a reduced
rate, instead of running half-loaded trains ? That introduces the question of differential rates, which I 
am not prepared to discuss. .. . _

J. Harper, 
Esq.

18 Dec., 1889.

476. Have you anticipated what trade is likely to accrue from the working of the Metropolitan Coal 
Company? We are anticipating it by arranging for the construction of 400 waggons to meet that 
and the other coal trade of the southern collieries.
477. Those waggons are being constructed principally for the purposes of the trade of the Metropolitan 
Coal Company ? No ; to meet the demand for the shipment of coal at Darling Harbour.
478. Coal from all parts ? Tes ; either from Lithgow or from the south coast.
479. Where are the trucks being constructed ? I cannot tell.
480. Do you know whether they are being imported or not ? I have not the slightest idea.
481. Can you give any information as to who recommended the construction of the duplicate"line from the 
Metropolitan Company’s works towards Sydney ? No.
482. Had you anything to do with it? Nothing whatever.
483. Mr. Oopeland.] I should like to know whether the Department has any scheme worked out as to 
where the terminus of this line is to be. What is to be the ultimate terminus of the line ? If any ter
minus has been fixed upon the name has not been communicated to me.
484. Tou have nothing to do with construction? No.
485. Do you not know then whether Nowra is likely to be considered the terminus, or whether the 
intention is to take the line on to Eden ? No.
486. Do you know what freight is paid, by train, for butter, cheese, bacon, and eggs,'—say from Kiama ? 
£1 5s. 8d. per ton, if forwarded in large quantities ; and £1 11s. 7d. per ton if forwarded in small quan
tities. That is equal to about Is. 3d. per cwt.
487. That will be less than half a farthing per lb. ? Tes.
488. Can you say whether any difficulty is found in paying that freight? None, whatever, as far as I am 
aware of.
489. Does the same freight exist in regard to cheese, bacon, and ham ? Tes ; in regard to dairy produce 
generally.
490. One penny a lb. would make a considerable difference to tbe producers ? Tes.
491. It would be no good attempting to charge them Id. a lb. for the carriage of any dairy produce ? No ; 
I should think not.
492. If you attempted to charge that price you would lose all the traffic ? Tes.
493. Do you think the Department has considered the question from a Departmental point of view ? I 
do not think the Department has considered the question.
494. Then they have constructed a railway on the suppositiou that the producers will still be able to 
patronize them, and send their goods up at this low rate, but your opinion is that if Id. per lb. is charged 
they would be unable to send the goods up by train ? They would send them by boat.
495. Then, in that case, the railway would not pay? I should think not.
496. Tou gave evidence to the effect that dairy produce was increasing in quantity ? Tes. .
497. I presume you anticipate, when the line to Nowra is constructed, doing an increased trade ? Tes.
498. And being able to compete with the steamers ? Tes. '
499. Do you know whether the Department has considered this aspect of the question:—That if they bring, as

1
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J. Harper, I suppose they ultimately will, the line to Eden, there will then he steam-hoat competition, and instead of 
Es<l- charging £1 per ton by all the Illawarra boats, as is done now, the goods will he brought down from Eden 

io"n^A"^esQ Sydney at 7s. 6d. per ton. I presume you are aware that the charge from Melbourne to Sydney is 10s. 
ec■, y' a ton ? Tes.

500. Mr. Tonkini\ Is the freight on milk the same as on butter and cheese P Ho, it is a little less. .
501. Do the freights pay the working expenses and interest on the construction of the line ? It will if 
we get enough of it.
502. But does it pay with what you get now ? Tes, aided by other sources of revenue. .
503. Then this is not a differential rate for this particular kind of produce ? Ho. It is a rate which has 
been in existence to my knowledge for the last ten years.
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. 

Railway from Kiama to Nowra.

APPENDIX.

A.

Precis of proceedings relating to the Railway, Kiama to Jervis Bay—Extension to Nowra.
In 1883 Parliament voted £804,000 for this line. .

20/4/86.—Mr. Secretary Lyne laid on the Table of the House plan, section, and book of reference of Part No. 1 of line, 
Kiama to Nowra.

27/7/86.—The same were approved by the Legislative Assembly.
11/8/86.—Dr. Mackellar laid the plan, section, and book of reference on the Table of the Legislative Council. The 

matter was referred by the Council to a Select Committee, and there is on the file an imperfect copy of the minutes of 
evidence taken by such Committee, but there is no appearance of any report having been made to the Council, and it is 
assumed that no report was sent in.

Prior to this the Illawarra line (of which the Kiama-Nowra line is an extension) was in course of construction, if not 
completed, up to a point about *a mile this side of Kiama. There it stopped short, in consequence of a difficulty about a 
route for the line through the town of Kiama. ■

A route was at length decided upon, and this route it was—a length of 2 miles 37 chains, which was referred to the 
Select Committee. It was strongly objected to in the Council because it crossed some dozen streets either by bridges or 
by level crossings with gate-keepers, and because the necessary land resumptions would be very costly.

The action of the Legislative Council necessarily brought matters to a standstill, and much disatisfaction was 
expressed by the persons interested at the delay.

1/4/87.—A deputation waited upon Mr. Secretary Sutherland (from Kiama and Nowra) to advocate the extension of 
the line into Kiama, and the further extension of it tow'ards Nowra. They pointed out that until the line was brought into 
the town the Kiama goods would continue to be sent by sea, and that the extension towards the fertile Shoalhaven district 
was equally important; and they urged that immediate steps should be taken to secure the approval of the plans in order 
that the work might be carried out. The Minister informed the deputation they were in a difficulty. The plans for 
the extension to Kiama had been submitted to the Council and had been by them referred to a Select Committee which 
had not made a report when Parliament was dissolved. He was not certain what steps would have to be taken, but 
probably the Select Committee would have to be re-appointed. The matter was, therefore, at a deadlock. As regarded 
the further extension south, the plans had been submitted to the Assembly but had not been considered when the House 
dissolved, and the Government had already decided to make no railway proposals that session. Nothing, therefore, 
could be done at present, especially as the second proposal was dependent on the first. The newspaper report states 
that the Minister said in reference to the termination of the line outside Kiama that “the matter had been brought into 
a hole'where it should not have been allowed to go,” and that “the. line ought never to have been carried to the 
beach at all.” .

5/7/87.—A public meeting was held at Kiama to protest against the erection of the station buildings at so great 
a distance from the town, and to advocate the immediate extension of the line into the town. A telegram was read 
from the Minister intimating that action had been suspended to allow of an expression of opinion on the subject. One 
of the speakers stated that plans were in the contractors’ hands for the erection of a station to cost £4,000. It was 
further stated that if the station were located as proposed it would never be used, as produce would continue to be 
sent by sea. They were of opinion that the line was not made to benefit the district, but in the interests of the coal 
owners between Coalcliff and Sydney, and that Kiama had been used as a “ cat’s-paw.” They were sure the line would 
never pay until carried to Jervis Bay.

- , 12/7/87.—Presumably as the outcome of this meeting a petition was presented to Mr. Secretary Sutherland,
praying for the extension of the line into Kiama (1) because the place where it was proposed/to place the station was—as 
it had been very appropriately termed—“a hole;” (2) because such “ hole ” was a mile outside the town, and a few 
yards above high-water mark on the beach, with the cemetery on one side and a lagoon on the other; and (3) was 
inaccessible to the people of Kiama, Jamberoo, and Gerringong.

15/7/87.—Mr. Whitton reported that all work in connection with the temporary station had, under the Minister’s 
instructions, been stopped, but this would prevent the line being opened to Kiama.

14/9/87.—Mr. Fraser Martin addressed Mr. Secretary Sutherland, stating that he was constantly requested by 
leading residents of Shoalhaven to urge the Government not to overlook the extension from Kiama to Nowra. It was 
generally considered that tenders might be called simultaneously for the extension into Kiama, and for the longer section 
beyond. In any case the clashing of interests in regard to Kiama should be no bar to the construction of the longer and 
more important extension towards Nowra.

11/11/87.—A deputation waited upon Mr. Sutherland to urge the same points. They pointed out that, pending a 
settlement of the Kiama difficulty, there was no reason why the extension should not be commenced from the Nowra end. 
The Minister replied that he could add little to what he had previously said. This would be one of the first proposals the 
Government would deal with. The South Coast Bailway could not be considered complete until it was carried to the 
Shoalhaven River, and until that was done the line would not pay ; but they knew the difficulty, and there would be 
trouble yet in settling it. The Shoalhaven district was second to none in the colony, and it had not had fair play in the 
matter of public expenditure.

15/6/88.—A deputation from Shoalhaven waited upon the Colonial Secretary in reference to the extension, and 
handed in a number of statistics, but the only record of the transaction is a brief newspaper paragraph, and the statistics 
are not on the file. It would appear from a minute by the Engineer-in-Chief that the line Kiama to Nowra, at an estimated 
cost of £538,663, was included in the railway policy of this year (1888), and that the plan, section, and book of reference 
were approved by the Legislature, but not by the Council. There is no other record of the circumstance on the file.

- 5
* Some statements make it 2 miles.
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Annual loss 
£18,040.

5/4/S9.—A deputation waited upon the Colonial Secretary and the Minister for Works to again press that the railway 
might be brought into Kiama, as part of the intended line to Shoalhaven. Sir Henry Parkes expressed surprise that the 
terminus had been left so long outside Kiama, and thought the request to bring it into the town was only reasonable, ine 
Minister for Works concurred. The Colonial Secretary further observed that the line had been sanctioned under the old 
system, and it might therefore be carried out without reference to the Works Committee. The Government would lose no 
time in considering the matter. . .

13/4/89.—A deputation to advocate the extension of the line to Nowra was received by the Minister for Works, ine 
deputation argued that'the extension would open up a very rich country, every yard of which was productive, and that it 
passed through level country ■which was thickly populated. The Minister informed the deputation that they had not 
advanced any fresh arguments, that he knew the country well and could not admit that it was thickly peopled. No doubt the 
country was fertile and deserved encouragement, but a large sum of money was involved, and he could not be bound by the 
action of his predecessors. He thought it a pity they had not come prepared with statistics, and an estimate of the 
probable traffic of the line, but the matter should nevertheless be carefully looked into. A note is appended to this report 
to the effect that it was stated that twelve coaches run weekly from Kiama to Nowra carrying an average of twelve 
passengers each.

9/5/89.—A telegram from the district appeared in the Herald, stating that great dissatisfaction was felt at the 
determination of the Government to treat the proposal as a new undertaking. . _ _ ....

13/6/89.—A deputation waited upon Mr. Secretary Bruce Smith and submitted statistics of the population, cultivation, 
trade, (fee., of the district through which the line would pass. The Minister informed the deputation that he was convinced 
of the fertility of the district, and it was at his request that it was one of the first visited by the Railway Commissioners to 
whom all the information in the office had been furnished, and to whom the new facts supplied by the deputation should 
also be sent. He was himself in favour of the line, and if he were backed up by the report of the Commissioners he would 
submit it to the Cabinet with a recommendation to refer it to the Works Committee. The deputation might, go away 
assured of a favourable report from the Commissioners who took the most liberal view of any proposed line, looking to the 
return in the future rather than to present prospects, and they were, he knew, in favour of a port at Jervis Bay. The 
statistical paper presented by the deputation states the estimated population of Shoalhaven district at 11,250 souls ; the 
population of Kiama not being given. Average rainfall 52 inches.

Shoalhaven possesses stock as under—
Cattle........................................................................ .............
Horses ...................................................................................

and turns out annually—
Butter ....................................................................................
Cheese ...................................................................................
Hams and bacon ............................................ ...................

Area of land—
Enclosed ............................................................................ ..
Unenclosed ................................................................... .......
Cultivated ...........................................................................
Maize produced ...................................................................

There are still in the Electorate 400,000 acres of Crown Land unsold.

........... 33,127
..........  4,789

1,891,267 lb. 
.... 58,708 „
.. 128,319 „

223,753 acres 
35,227 „ 
66,446 „ 

144,297 bushels

Kiama possesses stock as under—
Cattle ..........   17,225
Horses ........................................................................................................................................... 2,435

and turns out annually—•
Butter ......................................................................................................................................  1,220,733 lb.
Cheese............................................. ........................................................................................ ......
Bacon and hams......................................................... .............................................................................

Area of land—
Enclosed............................................................................................................................... 60,135 acres
Unenclosed ............................................................................................................................... 727 ,,
Cultivated ............................................................................................................................ 26,956 J',,
Freeholders in Shoalhaven ...........................................................................................................  1,232

Do „ Kiama................................................................................................................... 542
There are on the file further statistical statements, but they either have no official authority or are of too old a date 

to be of any value, and as the returns of the Government Statistician are now available, it is considered expedient to ignore 
the former, and give the figures of the latter. The following table is accordingly compiled from the Statistical Register for 
the year 1888 :— ■

■ Shoalhaven. Kiama.
Population.............................................................................................. 5,814 6,172
Total area of land..................................................... ......................  1,022,080 acres. 134,400 acres.
Area cultivated...................     63,941 ,, 62,343 ,,
Number of holdings...................................................................   1,063 608
Hands employed .................................................................................. 1,921 1,559
Cultivated for grain......................................................................... 5,868 acres. 374 acres.

,, ,, fodder ..................................................................... 3,512 ,, 2,446 ,,
,, ,, potatoes..................................................................... 308 ,, 85 ,,

Artificial grasses................................................................................ 53,890 ,, 59,411 ,,
Produce—

Grain, various kinds................................ .............................. . 149,124 bushels. 12,421 bushels.
Potatoes ........................................................................................... 996 tons. 258 tons.
Hay and fodder—Quantity not stated, but undoubtedly very large.

It is by no means easy to arrive, from the Statistician’s tables, at the population of the districts which will be 
affected by the proposed railway, hut he gives the number of electors for Shoalhaven as 2,500, and for Kiama as 1,649, and 
these figures, according to the usual modes of computation, would make the populations—Shoalhaven 12,500 to 15,000, and 
Kiama 8,245 to 9,894.

Some statistics of traffic to and from Kiama, northward, may be given here, and must be taken for what they are 
worth:—October, 1888, to May, 1889.—Goods forwarded, 1,147 tons, freight £1,379; goods received, 661 tons, freight, 
£339; livestock, 68 trucks, freight £172; passengers booked, 8,064, £3,058 (about half of these arrived by coach from 
places south of Kiama); southern proportion of butter dispatched from Kiama in same period, 1,029 kegs, freight, £59.

June, 1889.—The Railway Commissioners reported that a single line (Kiama to Nowra) was estimated to cost 
£538,663, that the annual charges would be :—

Interest on cost at 3 J per cent. . 
Maintenance—Permanent Way
Loco. Expenses............................
Traffic do ............................

£18,853
3,250
1,400
1,200

£24,703
Estimated Revenue................................................................................................... 6,157

But the bridge (estimated to cost £100,000) across the Shoalhaven River, at Nowra, they considered should be post
poned until it was decided to extend the line further south, the terminus for the present to be on the north side of the river, 
where the necessary station and approaches would' cost £3,000, diminishing the capital expenditure by £97,000. If this

' ' plan
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plan were adopted the annual interest would be reduced to £15,458, and maintenance also would be less by £350 ; total 
saving, £3.745. The district was very rich, and exhibited symptoms of great progress. They would recommend that the .gj^goi. 
extension be carried out, but the residents should combine to convey to the Government free of cost all land required.

1/8/89.—The House, on the motion of Mr. Secretary Bruce Smith, approved of the reference of the Hue for the 
consideration and report of the Public Works Committee. _ _ _

7/8/89.—The honorary secretary of the Shoalhaven Railway Committee pointed out in a letter to the Daily Telegraph 
that under the recommendations of the Railway Commissioners the terminus would be 2 miles away from the town and on 
private land (the Berry Estate, of 90,000 acres), that Nowra had been laid out by Government, and now contained much 
valuable property distributed over 28 miles of streets. If (he asked) the terminus were to remain for many years on the 
Berry Estate, and speculators and syndicates made use of their opportunities, what would be the effect on Nowra, the 
Government town, with a river J a mile wide between it and the terminus ? Is there not (he demanded) any morality 
in the transactions of the Crown ? The people of Nowra had spent thousands on the faith of its being laid out and sold 
by the Government, and now the Commissioners were going in effect to run a private town against them. Was this 
repudiation—or worse ?

7/8/89.—The same gentleman, writing to the Herald on the same date, and referring to the same matter, placed it 
in different phraseology in the same point of view. Was it (he asked) sound policy for the Lands Department to build up 
and the Railway Commissioners—another branch of the same Government—to pull down ? The Crown had laid out and 
sold land for the purposes of a town, virtually proclaiming and establishing Nowra as the Government town of the district 
of Shoalhaven, and hundreds had spent their all upon their buildings and businesses. Did it not savour of repudiation to 
stop the railway 2 miles short of that town on private land ? It was argued that the terminus was on Berry’s land only 
temporarily, and, if so, the impolicy of spending £3,009 was obvious. But they all knew what land syndicates and 
ninety-nine years’ leases could do where party politics were concerned. It seemed to him and to others that the honor of 
the Crown was concerned where such spoliation was contemplated. Would the saving of £3,000 or £4,000 for a few years 
justify such an immoral policy ? This was an aggravated repetition of the policy of retaining the terminus at Redfern, 
or of stopping the railway 2 miles short of St. Leonards.

20/8/89.—Mr. P. H. Morton wrote to the Minister asking him to receive a deputation of persons interested in the 
matter who desired to represent that the extension as proposed and sent on to the Works Committee was not from Kiama 
to Nowra, but from Kiama to Bomaderry, a small settlement on the north side of the river, and on land owned by one 
person. The residents of Nowra who had built upon land bought from the Crown in the faith that no other town would be 
encouraged considered that a great and unjustifiable injury would be done to them if the terminus were placed on the 
opposite side of the river, and they hoped that the Minister, after hearing the arguments of the deputation, would see his 
way to refer the extension across the river for the consideration of the Works Committee.

29/8/89.—The Minister received the proposed deputation, who expressed a fear that the erection of the terminus at 
the place proposed would cause a private township to spring up there and do serious injury to Nowra. The Minister 
replied that the sole object of the railway was not to reach them, and that they had no right to grumble if the line did not 
run right into the centre of their town ; views of this kind in the past had cost the country thousands of pounds. It was 
intended eventually to extend the line to Jervis Bay, and it would cross the river about f of a mile from the intended 
terminus. It was only for their convenience that it was proposed to make this J of a mile of temporary line, in order 
to bring the terminus as near to them as possible without incurring the immediate expense of a bridge. When the line 
was carried on this temporary line would be taken up, and their fears of another township springing up were therefore 
groundless. .

Mr. P. H. Morton handed to the Minister a number of cuttings from newspapers (both local and metropolitan). In 
the mass of matter contained in these cuttings the key-note is the inexpediency of stopping short, even temporarily, on the 
north side of the Shoalhaven River, and the injury likely to result to Nowra if that measure be carried out. „

5/9/87.—Mr. John Maclean, in a letter to the Sydney Morning Herald, stated that if the question of the 
location of the terminus had been remitted to the Public Works Committee—the law-appointed jury in such cases— 
there would not have been one word of complaint, but he feared that question was placed outside the scope of their inquiry.
As regarded the heavy cost of the proposed bridge they already had a bridge which the Edgemoore Iron Company was 
prepared to guarantee would carry the heaviest trains, and which was wide enough for a double line of rails, and this had 
cost only £40,000, while the Minister’s estimate was £100,000 for a bridge, just 120 per cent, in excess of this. ISO per cent.

17/9/89.—Mr. Morton, M.P., forwarded to the Minister a letter from the Dowling Progress Association, urging the 
extension of the line to Jervis Bay. C.A.B., 26/11/89.

B.
Railway Commissioners’ Report.

Office of the Railway Commissioners of New South Wales, Sydney, 17 June, 1889. 
Proposed Branch line of Railway, Kiama to Nowra, 24J miles.

In accordance with section 13 of the “ Public 'Works Act, 1888,” we beg to report as follows :—
Cost of Construction— •

The Engineer-in-Chief estimates the cost of construction of a single line of railway, exclusive
of land and compensation, at............................ ..................................................................... . £538,663

Annual Cost—
Interest on cost of construction, at 3J per cent................................................................................... 18,853
Estimated cost of maintaining permanent-way, per annum ............................................. ,3,250
Locomotive expenses, per annum.......................................................................................... . 1,400
Traffic expenses, per annum.................................................................................................. 1,200

•----------- ■ 5,850

Total annual cost £24,703

Traffic estimate of revenue £6,157
Included in the estimate is a sum of £100,000 for a bridge over the Shoalhaven River at Nowra. We consider that 

this large expenditure should be postponed until it is decided to extend the line further south, the terminus for the present 
to be on the north side of the river. It is estimated that the necessary station and approaches can be constructed for 
about £3,000. If our recommendation in this respect is carried out it will reduce the annual interest to £15,458, and the 
permanent-way maintenance will also be reduced by £350. The cost of working the line would be £5,500 instead of 
£5,850—saving per annum, £3,745.

The district is a very rich one, and we see in it great evidence of progress. We would beg to recommend that the 
extension proposed be constructed.

We consider that the residents in this district should combine together to have the land necessary for the con
struction of the line conveyed to the Department free of cost.

The Seal of the Railway Commissioners of New 
South Wales was affixed hereto on the seven
teenth day of June, in the presence of,—

W. V. Read.

E. M. G. EDDY, (l.s.)
Chief Commissioner.

W. M. FEHON, (l.s.)
Commissioner.

CHARLES OLIVER, (l.s.) 
Commissioner.

C.
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c.
O-FTICIiL DeSCBIPTION 01 THF PROPOSED RAILWAY 

Line from Kiama to North side of Shoalha\en Ri\er, near Nowra 
Length 22 miles 46 chains

Estimated cost from Permanent Survey (exclusive of land and compensation), £381,390 , or, £16,895 per mile 
Tins proposed extension of the South Coast Railway commences at the end of contract No 4 of the Illawarra Railway, at 
69 miles 79 chains, near the Cemetery north of Kiama , thence across Wright’s Creek, and, by a tunnel506 yards m length, 
into Kiama, to the junction of Mmumuira and Collins Streets , thence m a south easterly direction to a point 150 links 
distant from Kiama Bay, crossing Shoalhaven and Tei along Stieets, and passing betw een the Scotch Church and Municipal 
Chambers; thence passing between, and paiallel to, Manning and Shoalhaaen Streets, crossing Noorma and Barney 
Streets ; thence along the western side of the South Coast Road, which it crosses at 71 miles 58 chains, thence m a 
southerly direction, skirting the coast for 14 miles, m which distance there aie four tunnels—the first commencing at 72 
miles 32 chains, 429 yards m length, the second commencing at 72 miles 73 chains, 242 yards m length, the third 
commencing at 73 miles 59J chains, 407 yards m length, and the fourth commencing 74 miles 14 chains, 440 yards m 
length—and crossing a number of small watercouises on to Miller s Flat, crossing the mam South Coast Road at 75 miles 32 
chains, passing by the village of Gerringong, at 76 miles 46 chains, and distant about 40 chains from the centre of the 
village, crossing the Nowra Road at 76 miles 62 chains , thence m a south westerly direction along the flats at the head of 
Crooked Ri\er, ciossmg a spin of the Mam Coast Range at 79 miles 26 chains , thence across a saddle of the Cooloongatta 
Range, to the valleys of the Broughton and Broughton Mill Creeks, which creeks will be crossed by a series of timber 
openings from S3 miles 36 chains to 84 miles , thence crossing the Berry and Cooloongatta Road about 10 chains to the east 
of the township of Berry , thence on the eastern side of the Mam South Coast Road, distant therefrom 10 to 30 chains, to 
the Bomaderry Village, crossing the Bomaderry Creek at 92 miles 25 chains, and on to the Shoalhai en Rn er, the north 
bank of which is reached at 92 miles 45 chains

The temporary denation for station purposes, 52 chains m length, leaves the mam line at 92 miles 16 chains, and 
terminates at the Main Nowra Road, about 1 mile from the township of Nowra

The sum of £804,000 was voted for the construction of the line from Kiama to JeivisjBay 
28 November, 1889.

4. APPENDIX.

D.
Department of Public Works 

RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION BRANCH 
Proposid Railway from Macquane Rivuht to Biouqhton Cieel, via Kiama 

Comparative Estimates of Cost of Works for Railway 
Estimated cost of constructing a line of railway (exclusive of cost of land and compensation)

Length of mam line, 24 miles 
GRADES

Descending fiom a spur of the Coast Range into Kiama there is a short length of 1 m 50 Ascending from Kiama 
to Marsden Park there aie 29 chains of 1 m 50 Descending again into the valley of East’s Creek there arc 20 chains of 
1 m 50

Class of Work
Estimated Cost 

of Works of each 
Class

Total Cost

spans

Actual cost of constiuchng line from Macquarie River to present terminus (Kiama), 
10J miles

Excavations .
Culverts

No — 3 ft y
No. ' "■ '
No — n i
No — 6 ft 6 in "
No 
No 
No 

Bridges 
No 
No 
No.
No 
No.
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No

Overbridges-
No •— Roadway feet wide

No. —Level crossings
Diversions of roads 
No —Tunnels, length 2,024 yards
Permanent way and ballasting 
No —Stations
No —Water supplies
Fencing 
Turntables 
Signals

Cost of works
Engineering and Contingencies

— 3 ft
— 4 ft
— 5 ft
— 6 ft 6 in
— 8 ft 
—10 ft
—• Box drams

— Single spans of 6 ft
— Double ,, ,,
— Tieble ,, „ _
•— Bridges of more than three spans of 6 ft , aggregating 
•— Smgle spans of 10 ft 6 m
— Double ,, ,,
— Treble ,, ,,
— Bridges of more than three spans of 10 ft 6 m , aggregating
— Smgle spans of 24 ft
— Double ,, ,,
— Treble ,, ,,

Bridges of more than three spans of 24 ft, aggregating

spans

spans J

Total

Average cost per mile

£ s d 

65,800 0 0

14,070 3 0

200 0 0

17,000 0 0

2,000 0 0
3.000 0 0 

800 0 0
121,440 0 0 
32,844 0 0 
10,000 0 0
2.000 0 0
4,500 0 0

500 0 0 
750 0 0

274,904 0 0

17,291 0 0

£ s d. 

112,600 0 0

274,904 0 0 
27,490 0 0

414,994 0 0

Engineer m Chief’s Office,
12th December, 1889

H DEANE,
Acting Engmeei m Chief

Departmem
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Department op Public Works.
RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION BRANCH,

Prox>oscd Railvjay jrom Macquarie Biver to Broughton Creele, via Saddleback and Jamberoo. 

Estimated cost of constructing a single line of Railway (exclusive of cost of land and compensation).

Length of main line, 18 miles 40 chains.

GRADES.
Ascending from Macquarie River to the summit of the Jamberoo Range the grade is 1 in 40 for ... If miles.
Descending to the village of Jamberoo the grade is 1 in 40 for ............................................................. 2J ,,
Ascending to Saddleback summit ,, ,, ............................................................. If „
Descending to Broughton Creek „ ,, ................................................. ........... If ,,

Total length of 1 in 40............................................................. 7 miles.

Ascending Saddleback there is also a grade of 1 in 50 through a tunnel 2 miles in length, continuous.

Class of Work.
Estimated Cost 

of Works of each 
Class.

Total Cost.

Excavations .................................................................................................. ............................
£

96,330

38,140
150

s.
0

d.
o

£ s. d.

Culverts—
No. —10 ft............................................................................................................. ....... o o
No. —Box drains ..................................................... ................................................... 0 o

Bridges—
23,600

3,000

0 o
Overbridges—

o o
No. —Level Crossings ........................................................................................................ 2,500

1,000
273,240
44,650

5.000
2.000 
6,000 
1,000 
2,500

0 0
o o
0 o

Permanent Way and Ballasting ............................................................................................ 0 o
o o

No. —Water Supplies .......................................................................................................
Fencing .......................................................................................................................................

0
0

0
0

Turntables.................. ......................................................... .................................................... 0 o
0 0

499,110
49,910

o o
0 0

Total ............................................................................................................... ;.............. 549,020 0 0

Average cost per mile.................................................... ............................................... 29,675 0 0

Engineer-in-Chief’s Office,
12th December, 1889.

H. DEANE, 
Acting Engineer-in-Chief.

E.
South Coast Coach and other Trappic.

Sir, 20 November, 1889.
The question of the extension of the railway from Kiama to Nowra will probably come before the Public Works 

Committee next week, and I am anxious, in view of this, to get some information as to the south coast coach and other 
traffic. We have information already in the office from interested sources showing this, but the Committee naturally like 
official authentication in matters of this kind, and I should therefore be obliged if you could kindly obtain from your officers 
in the district particulars of the number of coaches bringing passengers daily to the Kiama railway station, and the steamers. 
If some idea could also be given of the goods and other traffic it would be very valuable.

I do not know whether I am asking you too much, but the information, if obtained, will be appreciated by the 
Committee, because it would come from a disinterested and reliable source.

' I have, &c.,
E. Fosbery, Esq., Inspector-General of Police. J. BARLING.

Will Mr. Ryeland obtain for me a careful report.—E.F., 21 11/89.

Police Station, Kiama, 28th November, 1889.
Seroeant Brayne respectfully reports having made careful inquiry re attached memo. He finds there are three coaches 
running each way daily between Shoalhaven and Kiama Railway Station. The average number of passengers conveyed 
between them daily each -way is 18; the number of persons travelling otherwise is about 5. Total, 23.

The number of coaches plying between Kiama and Kiama railway station are 7- The average number of passengers 
conveyed by them daily each way are about 32 ; persons travelling otherwise, about 6. Total, 38.

About 25 of this last-mentioned number would be visitors to the district; the remainder would be district people.

The average number of persons travelling by four steamers each week between Kiama and Sydney are about 3 each
way.

The
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The goods traffic, &c , between Kiama and Sydney at this t me of the yczn aie as follows (this is from Kiama only ; 
theie are no goods, &c , coming fiom Shoalhaven District to the railway) —

Goods sent E4.ch Week

Pioduce ran Bj steamer

Butter 292 kegs 320 kegs
Bacon 3 cwt 3 tons
Cases of eggs 5 30
Cans of milk 84 10 gal Nil
Miscellaneous produce, such as hides, tallow, bones 5 tons 10 tons

Live Stool—
Horses 7 m six months 4 weekly
Milch cows Nil 4 „
Calves Nil 30 „
Pigs Nil 35 „
Coops of poultry Nil 6 „

ld5 head of cattle and 413 sheep have been sent by railway, m tiuck loads during the last six months
The farmers here appeal to piefer the steamer, as m sending small lots of pioduce, &c , it is far cheaper than the

tram
Most of the butter factories send their produce by railway, as they have larger quantities to send at one time 
Fanners w ith one keg of butter, a horse, a cow, fat calf, sheep or pig, v ill not send by rail while the freights are as 

they are

Pioduce Fx eigfit bj Rail Fieig-htbj Steamei

£ s d £ s d
Buttei, single keg 0 2 0 0 1 0
Butter, half ton Oil per keg
Single case of eggs 0 2 0 0 10
Single horse 1 15 0 0 5 0
Truck of 7 horses, by rail 2 7 4
Single milch cow 0 17 9 0 5 0
Truck of 9 cattle, by rail 2 7 4
Single calf 0 5 11 0 2 6
Single pig 0 3 0 0 10

This will show why they prefer the steamei
There are about ten times the amount of goods coming fiom Sidney to Kiama by steamer than there is by iail 

During the past jear the steamer freights ha\e been reduced about 30 pei cent , they appear to caiefully watch the 
Railway Department’s scale of chaiges Sugai is brought by steamer fiom Sydney foi 10s per ton, while by rail it costs 
29s lid ; salt, 5s per ton, by rail, 12s 4d This will show why the steamers do all the trade , it is chiefly flour, fiuit, 
and light bulky packages that come by tram

The produce fiom the southern end of the Kiama district is shipped at Gerringong for Sydney. There are 80 kegs 
of butter, 25 cases of eggs, 1 ton of bacon, and about 1 ton of tallow, hides, bones, and miscellaneous produce, 48 calves, 
6 pigs, and 3 coops of poultry each week

There are about 7 tons of goods brought to Gerringong from Sydney by steamer each week, but no passengers 
either way.

There are se\ eral vessels trading m blue metal, and there is some sent up by rail; but the sergeant has not 
touched this trade, as he did not know whether it was necessary

C W MAYNE, Seigeant
James Ryeland, Esq ,

Superintendent of Police, Eastern Distuct --------
Forwarded for the information of the Inspector General of Police —Jas Ryeland, Superintendent, 29/11/89 

Shoalhaven report not yet to hand Report now supplied, and forwarded —Jas Ryeland, Superintendent, 9/12/89

Police Station, Nowia 6 December, 1889
Sergeant Sykes begs to repoit that the I S N Co’s steamei the “Illawarra” runs bi weekly between Sydney, Kiama, 
and Shoalhaven convejmg goods and passengeis Mr Hays (of the Berry Estate) steamers, the “Meemdeiry” and 
“Coomondeny,” also nm bi weekly between ShoabmAen, Kiama, and Sydney, the two latter steamei s ship goods, produce, 
&c , at Nowra bridge whaif and Berry wharf The “ Illawarra ’ being unable on account of her size to come up the river 
to Nowra, ships at Greenwell Point, but hei consort the “ Terara” a iner steamer, collects all pioduce foi a distance of 
25 miles from the mouth of the Shoalhaven River upwards and tranships to the “Illawarra ” A liver steamer, the “Sunbaw,” 
acts as a feeder to the “ Coomonderry” and “ Meemdeiry ” No goods whatever airive m Shoalhaven via Kiama by iail, 
excepting of course small parcels conveyed by Thoiburn s coaches All goods, produce, &c , excepting about 50 tons sent 
weekly from Kangaioo Valley\ia Moss Vale, amves and is sent out by the steamers already mentioned Since the 
opening of the railway line to Kiama the passenger traffic by the steamers has almost diminished the I S N Co , having 
offered as an inducement to run passengers free by coach from Greenwell Point to Nowra (10 miles), had shortly afterwards 
to discontinue the practice The whole, oi nearly so of the passenger traffic from Shoalt^ en, goes -v ra Kiama by Thorburn’s 
coaches, that is of course since the railway opened to that place The passenger traffic by coach from Nowra to Kiama 
(fare 6s ) is\ery considerable, Mi Thoiburn employing no less than 28 coaches m the district for that purpose with 
carrying capacities from 22 to 8 passengeis for each coach Speaking approximately, 20,000 passengeis have been 
conveyed in this manner during the past twelvemonths Then people tiavelhng by horseback and prnate conveyances 
for the past twelve months w ould be about 200, these figures, of course, would be doubled by the leturn journey During 
the past tw eh e months about 2,600 to 2,800 passengers ha\ e tra\ elled (including both ways) to and from Kiama and Sydney 
by the steamers (fare, 15s single—Nowia to Sydney ) The passenger traffic via Kiama is increasing steadily and theie are a 
great number of people who do not travel m consequence of the discomforts attached to both coach and steamer w ho would 
readily avail themselves of the opportunity to travel by rail With regard to the cargo exported and imported into the Shoal 
haven District by the steamers, the puncipal exports, of which great quantities aie produced, are maize, bacon, butter, 
cheese, poultry, eggs, potatoes, oysters, and fish Owing to the reticence of the steameis’ agents, &c , the sergeant has 
experienced great difficulty m obtaining as accurate information as he could have desned, but the weight of exports and 
imports conveyed by the steamers foi the past twelve months would be about from 10,800 to 11,000 tons ; the various freight 
charges the sergeant has been unable to obtain, as also the numbei of live stock, but the sergeant knows that large numbers 
of pigs and cals es principally, as also numbers of hoises and cattle, are conveyed by the steamers to and from Sydney and 
Kiama Shoalha\ en abounds m splendid timber ; eight saw mills are actively employed, and the gi eater part of the timber 
finds a market in Sydney, one small steamer and three small sailing vessels being engaged in the trade, but owing to the 
absence of owners, and ofchei causes, the sergeant has been unable to ascertain the quantities conveyed Should the line be 
opened to Nowra the whole of the traffic from Kangaroo Valley which goes via Moss Vale would be diverted to Nowra

The
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The passenger traffic between Nowra and Kiama by coach is regulated by the state of the load, which m wet 
weather is cut up badly conser[ucntly at that time passengeis decxease m a gieat degree, ^nd the figures quoted, thereiore, 
represent the tiaffic in passengers at a time when the roads aie m gool oidei through a continuance of hue weather In 
conclusion, the sergeant would state, with regard to the prosperity of the Shoalha\en distuct that the statistical returns of 
such being collected by the seigeant and the police undei his charge, and furnished through the Inspector General of Police 
to the Go\ ernment Statistician, are quite reliable, and if anything aie underiated than otherwise The sergeant would 
also like to state from his knowledge of the district that in the event of the railway being opened to Nowra, the land, or 
a great poition of it, to the south side of that place would be opened up foi the purposes of establishing a fruit industry, 
the soil being specially adapted for fiuit and vines

A A SYKES, Sergeant.
Jas Ryeland, Esq ,

Superintendent of Police, Eastern District.

F.

Book of Refeience to Parliamentary Plan

No
of

Plan
Description of property State of Cultivation

Names of
Remarks

Owners Lessees Occupiers

Part No i
i Reserve .. Crown
2 Beach
3 Lagoon
4 Beach
5 Grass Paddock Holden Bros
6 Pig Yard
7 Grass Paddock
8 Gipps street Crown
9

10
Allotment Tames Colley ,

n
55

12
13

Street14 Ci own
15 Allotment Nesbit Hmdmarsh
16
17
18
19
20
21 Grass Paddock
22 House & allotment William Dwyer
23 Collins street Ciowm
24 House and yard Nesbit Hmdmarsh
25 Mmumuna street Crown
26 House and Yaid Nesbit Hmdmaish Thomas Barrett.
27 ?> 5 5

William Geoghegan
John Morgan

28
29

Grass Paddock William Geoghegan

30 House and Yard John A Leathern John A Leatheam
31 J J James Moffit
32 ) 5 William Carmichael
33 Allotment
34 Public School and Crowm

ground
35 Allotment . William Geoghegan
36 House and yaid Arthur Yeates Arthur Yeates
37 Reserve Crown
38 House and yard Arthur Yeates Owen Malone
39 55 William Geoghegan Mary Brown
40 Reserve Crown
41 Shoalhaven stieet
42 Reserve
43 Paddock Scotch Church
44
45 Reserve Crown
46 Terralong street
47 Court house & yard
48 House and yard The Trustees of the George Bullen

late A King
49 Shop The Trustees of the , George Knight.

late Alexandei King
50 Allotment The Trustees of the

late Alexander King
51 House and yard Stephen Major Stephen Major
52 Reserve Ciown
53 55
54 Private lane George L Puller
55 House and yard }J William Jones
56 Market lane Ci own
57 House and yard Thomas Fuller William Cocks
58 Bank and yard E S & C Bank
59 House & allotment George Fuller James M'Dermot
60 Lane Disputed property
61 Allotment Thomas Fuller
62 House and yard John Hav ken James Harnett
63 55 George Dinning James Halt
64 5 t

Edwaid Campbell
Ellen Curien

65 55 Edw ard Campbell
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No
of

Plan
Description of Property State of Cultivation

Names of
Remarks

Owners Lessees Occupiers

66 House and yard Ebenezer Cook Ebenezer Cook
67 Bong Bong street Crown
68 House and yard David Smith Charles M'Glmchy
69 John Hawken Mary Emery
70 Sarah E Caird James Murphy
71 Allotment Scotch Church *
72 David Smith
73 ) 1

John Healy74
75 David Smith
76 Thomas Reynolds
77 Daud Smith
78 > > 5 >
7y
80 Allotment & house

} 5 Bridget Lmklater
81 Allotment 5 J

Crown82 Noonan street
83 Grass paddock Da\ id Smith David Smith
84 Market garden Geoige Fuller Ah Hung Ah Hung
85 Grass paddock William Woods James Morgan James Morgan
86 James Walker
87 House and yard Nesbit Hmdmarsh Caroline Black
88 Grass paddock Percy Owen Philip Dity
89 Nesbit Hmdmarsh
90 Alexander Douglas Robeit Walker
91 Barney street Crown
92 Houseand paddock H J Tanant James Conan James Cowan
93 Paddock ,, 3 3

94
George Sefton

3 3

95 Grass paddock J 5

97
} 5 )J

James Hudson
55 James Hudson

98 George Hunt Geoige Hunt
99

100 Percy Owen George Waldron
101 Market garden Geoige Hunt George Hunt
102 Farmer street Crown
103 House and yard Thomas Windsor Thomas W mdsoi
104 Cultir ation pad 3J

dock
105 Grass paddock > J

106 Paddock Sar ih E (Jaird
107 Houseand paddock Charles Price Ghailos Price
108 Grass paddock

Nesbit Hmdmarsh109
110

Cornelius Leggett111
112 Mrs John Black W ilham Cochrane
113 Hugh Keon Hugh lleon
114 Road Crown
115 Grass paddock Mrs T S Ivendell William Grey
116 Thomas Puller Dixon and King
117 Drafting yard >> 3?

118a Slaughter yard ,, 3 3

118 Grass paddock , , ,,

119 Cultivation pad 5 1 Duncan Rankin .

dock
120 Pig yaid ,, Dixon and King
121 Grass paddock J » 3 3

W ilham Grey122 Mrs T S Kendell
123

William Gray
33

124
125 Mam South Coast Crown

Road

Pakt No 2
124 Grass paddock William Gray ..
125 Main South Coast Crow n

126
Icudd

Grass Paddock Richard East Mary East Mary East
127 >>

House and garden
j j ,, 33

128 j > ,? 3 3

129 Yard >5 ? > ?>
130 Paddock }> 3 3 3?

131 Barn ?! ,, 3?

132 Yard j, ,, 3 3

133 Paddock Glass 3 ? 3 3 ”
134
135

? >
William Weir William Cochrane William Cochrane

136 j? 3 3 3 3

137 j i ?» 3 3 3?

138 ?? 3 3 3?

139 3 3 33

140 John Lore John Lore
141 William Weir William Cochrane William Cochrane
142 River Ci own 3 3 3 3

143 Paddock Grass John .Lore John Lore
144 5 J Wheat ’ 33
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No
of

145
146
147
148
149
150
151

152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160 
161 
161; 
162
163
164
165
166
167 
167f
168
169
170
171
172
173

174
175
176

177

178
179 ISO 
181 
182

183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195

196
197
198

Description of Piopertj
i

State of Cultivation
N'unes of

- Remarks
Owncis Les'-e^ Occupiers

Paddock .
Beach

Corn John Lore
Crown

John Lore
Paddock Grass Pamel M‘Rath Patrick Stiong Patrick Strong

>)

Corn
Grass 33

Kegan Biotheio

5 3

33 3

33
Regan Brothers

Pansh of Gei i mgong
Freehold

} )
Pa&tiuage

3 3

b W Gi ay S\ m Buchanan
3 3

Rented
3 3

> ) 33 3 3
33

Joseph Dunster ”

> > ” IV m Millei M m Miller
3 >

33 Road 33 ►
Crown

>, Pastmage Tames Millei James Millei
Fieehold

3 3

3 3

Pastmage
3 3

Robeit Millei
Robert Miller

33

Robeit Millei
Robert Millei

3 3

33

33

3 3

Occupation Road
3 3

Crown
3 3

» Pasturige .
Road

Robert Miller
Ciown Robeit Miller Forest land

>> Pasturage Thomas Noble — Noble
33 33 » Thomas Noble
33

3 3 Yaids (wcie used as
Archibald Campbell Alexandei Campbell Rented.

slaughtei yards) 3 3 S3

33
3 3 3 3

Pasturage 3 3

William Hind marsh
3 3 33

3 3 Mrs J Dun das
3 '

Pi\ e years lease, three
33 Road to Bi ouch ton Crown Ciown

years unexpired.

33 Pasturage William Hmdmaish Mrs J Dundas
33 33

3 3

Pasturage
Creek

33 George Lee Fne yeais lease
3 3

3 3

George Hmdmarsh 
Crow n Geo Hmdmarsh

Crow n
3 3

I am not sure w hether
this belongs to

3 3 Pasturage George Hmdmarsh Geoige Hmdmarsh
Crown.

3 3 Daa id Berry John Moffatt Six months tenure.
3 3

33 3 3
33

33
George Lee 33

33
’ ’ 3 3

3 3
3 3

William Bailey 33

3 3

3 3

33

3 3

33

33

33

3 3

James Sharpe
3 3

3

3 3

3 3

33

3 3

3 3

33

33

3 3

33

3 3

33

Ben]amm Allen
3 •

33

3 3
Pensioner on suffer-33 3 3 3 3 Thomas Browning

3 3
blab hut and cellar 1 

Forest land 1
|

3 3

3 3 Hand Beny

ance.

3 3 Benjamin Allen Six months tenure

199
200 
201 
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209

210 
211 
212
213
214
215
216
217
218 
219

Paush of Biougliton Creek
3 3

3 3

3 3

Swampy foiest 
Pastmage

3 3

DaMd Berry
3 3

33

David Berry
Ashley Harding

3 3

33 Planted with sorghum 
Pasturage 3 3

3 3

3 3

33

3 3

Occupation road 
Pasturage

3 3

33

3 3

3 t

3 3
David Berry
Patuck Dooley

3 3

3 3

3 3 33

3 J,.mes and Patrick
3 3

1 3

Swampy forest
Cleared enclosure

3
Daly

Phoenix WTells

” Pasturage 3 3 Alexander Campbell
3 3

33

Forest land

Ti ack
33

3 3
Da\ id Beny

Forest land
Pasturage

3 3

33

33

Will O’Donnell
33 Mathers

Six months tenure.

1 >
30—b
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Iso
of E 

Plan
cscuption of Pi opei tv State of Cultu aaon

Owner

220
p

Dwelling, kitchen, and
aush of Broughton 
David Berry

221

offices

Pastuiage 33

222 3
Yaids

33

223 n

224 Pasturage, grubbed 33

225 33 33

226 3 3

22Ga Ploughed This fence 33

227

erected since my 
survey

Pasturage 3 3

228 3 3
Broughton Cieek Crow n229

230 Garden and house Da\ id Berry

231 Pasturage, cleai ed 3 3

232
paddock

Road to Cooloongatta 3 3

233 Yard, and stable, and 3 3

234
shed complete

Yard „
235 Occupation road, 30 3 3

236
links wide

Arable 3 3

237 Pastuiage 3 3

238 33

238a Dwelling (weather 3 3

239
board)

Pasturage ,,
240 Orangery

Ciown241 Broughton Mill Cieek
242 Arable Da\ id Ben y
243 Pasturage 3 3

214
215 Piggery and boiling 3 3

246
dovvn shed

Pastm age 3 3

247 3 3 >’
248 1 3

Weatliei board cottage
33

248a 33

249 Road to v harf ,,

250 House (w eatherboard) 3 3

251 Yaid closet, fowl 33

252
house

Pasuu age 35

253 33 33

254 3 3 3 3

255 3 3 33

256 33 3 3

257 33 33

258 33

259 Yard, dwelling, house, 33

260
and outhouses 

Pastm age 33

261 3 3 3 3

262 33 33

263 3 3 3 »

264 3 3 w 3 3

265 Bush partlyclearec 33

266 Paddock 33

267 Bush partly clearec
Corn

3 3

268 Paddock 3 3

269 Bush partlyclearec 33

270 Paddock 3 3

271 Bush partly clearec1 33

272 Paddock 33

273 Bush pirtly cleai e 1 33

274 Bush 3

275 Bush partly cleare 1 33

276 3
Ci own277 Road

278 Cultu ation pad David Beny

279
dock

Paddock 3 3

280 House and garde n 33

281 Cattle yard 3 3
Crown282 Road

283 Bush land paitly Dav id Beny

284
cleared

Bush land 33

285 | Bush partly cleared 33

Isamea o
Renas \s

Occupiers

Creek—continued

Michael ICelly

John Chisholm

PS B Boyd 
William Elliott 
James Rmgelty 
James Quilty

Simon M ‘Donald 

Thomas Hoolighan
3 >

3 3 

33
John Gray

33
James Gallagher

Ella Mathers

Thomas Gall 
Ella Mathers 
Patuck Matheis 
Thomas Gall 
Joseph Matheis

James M ilson 
Crown 
Jjet directly to James 

\\ ilson and s iblet 
by him to Richd 
Chamberlain 

James Wilson

Band Beny 
James Wilson

David Beiry

This Hi d isbemgsub 
divided, with view 
to letting it on si> 
months tenure 

W ilham Vidler 
Mathew Putman

John Giay 
Matthew Putman 
Crow n
Cha’ les Robertson

John MacHan 
Chules Robeitson 
John Maclean

David Bern 
Join Swift

John Swift 

W ilham Keneily
3 3

Dai id Berry 
John Swift 
John Robeitson

Thomas Heth enn gton 

Michiel Kelly
3 3 

3 3
John Chishohn

R B Bojd 
W ilham Elliott 
James Ringelty 
James Quiltj

Simon M‘Donald

Thomas Hoolighan
33 

3 3 

3 3
John Giay

3 3
James Gollagher

Slab huts with bark 
roof ; approximate 
\ alue, £50 

Six months tenure.

Approximate position 
of fence only

Six months tenure.

Six months’ tenure
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APPENDIX. 11

No.
of Description of Property. State of Cultivation.

Names of
Remarks.

Plan. Owners Lessees. Occupiers.

286
287
288
289
290
291
292
293
294
295
296
297
298
299
300
301
302

303
304
305

Parish of Broughton Creek—continued.
Bush paddock...... Grass .......................... David Berry............. William Vickers... William Vickers.

James Gallagher... James Gallagher.

”
u ...

George Hunt.
Thomas Irving. 
Loughlan M‘Lean.Loughlan M ‘Lean..

j j ...
. >>

Bush partly cleared John Pistle.
J>

Old Main South 
Coast Road.

David Berry..............
Bomedery Road ...

24th Sept., 1886.
JOHN WHITTON,

Engineer.

PARLIAMENTARY
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PABLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

RAILWAY FROM KIAMA TO NOWRA.

REPORT.

Youk. Committee have to report that they have inspected the route of the proposed 
Itailway from Kiama to the Shoalhaven River, visiting the towns of Kiama, 
Gerringong, Berry, and Nowra, wrhich will he served by the line, and taking the 
evidence of upwards of fifty of the residents in those localities.

The country through which the line will pass is highly fertile, and more 
densely and continuously settled than any other dairying or agricultural district in 
the Colony of similar extent. The farms, which are very numerous, are not of 
large size, the prolific nature of the soil enabling the settlers to live comfortably on 
very limited areas. A few miles from Kiama, on the route of the proposed line, is 
the thriving township of Gerringong, and 11 miles distant is the larger town of 
Berry, which is rapidly growing in importance as a commercial centre, where the 
numerous farmers of the district transact their business, and find a market for their 
products. Amongst the thriving localities which wall be accommodated by the 
railway are Kangaroo Yalley, Cambewarra, Foxground, Broughton Yale, and Wood 
Hill, all of which places, with the exception of the Kangaroo Yalley, are within a 
few miles of the route. On the south side of the Shoalhaven River, opposite to the 
terminus of the line, is the important towm of Nowra, having substantial buildings, 
well-made streets, and a population of about 1,500. There are also in this part of 
the district the townships of Terara, Numba, Tomerong, Burner, and Yalwal, the 
traffic in connection with which will be sufficient to largely augment the revenue 
from the proposed railway. '

The arable land between Kiama and Nowra, owing to its exuberantly pro
ductive character, is eagerly sought after by persons desiring to settle, and the price 
ranges between £20 and £60 an acre. The soil consists of rich deposits on a 
basaltic formation, and between the steep hills, which are covered with a thick 
vegetation, are extensive alluvial valleys, affording ample pasture for the numerous 
herds of the dairy farmers. The hilly part of the district is the country between 
Kiama and Berry, the land between Berry and Nowra, which is of an undulating, 
but less rugged, character, being intersected by the Broughton Creek and the 
Shoalhaven River.

The farmers in the district may be divided into two classes, the freeholders 
and the leaseholders, the latter being chiefly on the extensive property in the Shoal
haven district known as the Berry Estate. This estate comprises 62,500 acres, of 
wdiich about 50,000 acres are suitable for cultivation, 25,000 acres having been 
already leased for dairying and agricultural purposes. There are on the estate 
about 400 farmers, 100 other householders, and 150 cottages for servants and 
labourers, the total population on the property being estimated at not less than 
5,500; and it is intended shortly to throw open another 25,000 acres, which it is 
expected will lead to a further settlement of some 400 more farmers, and a pro
portionate increase of inhabitants; so that there will probably soon be a population 
of over 8,000 on the Berry Estate alone.

In addition to the leaseholders on the Berry Estate, however, there is a 
numerous settlement on conditional purchases along the route of the proposed line, 
and the total population to be served by it cannot be- less than 15,000, including 
Kiama, Gerringong, Berry, and Nowra. In the Shoalhaven District there is ample 
room for the settlement oi a large number of people, considerable areas of Crowm 
lands being unalienated, wdiich, though not of the best quality, are nevertheless 
suitable for growdng various kinds of fruit, including the orange, the vine, and the 

30 {a)— ' olive,
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olive, as well as for grazing purposes. It would be advisable to have them, 
proclaimed special areas, as the committee are of opinion that a large revenue will 
accrue from their sale in the event of the railway being constructed. It may be 
mentioned, that while the value of the superior land is from £20 to £60 an acre, the 
rents in the Kiama District vary from 20s. to 10s. an acre per annum.

The staple products of the district between Kiama and Nowra arc butter, 
milk, bacon, and maize. The milk industry has assumed enormous proportions 
since the railway was extended to Kiama, and your Committee are convinced that 
the continuation of the line to the Shoalhaven River would result in a still larger 
development of the industry all along the route beyond its. present terminus. 
There are fifty butter-making factories and private separators in operation in the 
district, turning out very large quantities of butter; and the bacon-making industry 
is also extensively carried on,the proprietor of one factory—that at Berry—-which is not 
the largest, as the Committee were informed—slaughtering about 3,000 pigs annually.
. The cultivation of maize in the Shoalhaven District is considerable, the area 
under this crop last year being 5,547 acres. The area growing green food for cattle 
was 2,568 acres ; hay, 1,054 acres ; under permanent artificial grasses, 53,890 acres; 
making the total area under cultivation in the Shoalhaven District 63,941 acres. 
The number of horses in the Shoalhaven District is 4,789 ; sheep, 2,486; pigs, 9,736; 
ordinary cattle, 17,856; dairy cows, 15,271. The evidence shows that throughout 
the whole of the districts to be accommodated by the proposed railway there are 
more than 30,000 head of dairy cattle, besides the ordinary cattle, and a very large
number of horses, pigs, and poultry. , , • .n c< ru

To give some idea of the way in which traffic may be developed m the South 
Coast District, the Committee would draw attention to the great rapidity with which 
the railway returns at Kiama increased immediately on the completion of the con
nection between Waterfall and Clifton. During the six months preceding the 
completion of the railway connecting Kiama with the metropolis the total revenue 
of the Kiama Station amounted to £705 12s. The revenue at Kiama Station during 
the first six months after the completion of the line amounted to £4,347 8s. 10d., 
and for the following six months to £5,239 11s. Id. Thus the opening, of the Kiama 
Railway, which only taps the district to the south of Kiama, resulted in an increase 
of the revenue to nearly £10,000, or about £800 a month for the first year that the 
line was in operation.

The mining resources of the district are such as to promise a considerable 
augmentation of the traffic on the line in the future. iN Yalwal, 20 miles from 
Nowra, through which town all the traffic from that place must pass, a gold-field is 
being developed, which seems likely to be of a permanent character. Large sums of 
money have already been spent in providing machinery for the Yalwal mines, wdiich, 
it is believed, will soon be in a productive and flourishing state. Large amounts 
have been invested in the mines by speculators outside the Colony, and one of the 
Yalwal properties has recently been sold to Victorian capitalists for the sum of 
£20,000. The heavy traffic to and from this gold-field is carried by steamer, 
the passengers travelling by rail to Kiama, whence they have to proceed to the end 
of their journey by coach.

It may be here stated that the coaching traffic of Mr. Thorburn, of Nowra 
(whose evidence will be found on page 33), returns him £400 a month, or nearly
£5,000 a year. .

The fishing industry is being developed at St. George’s Basin, Swan Lake, 
and Jervis Bay, the fish being conveyed to Sydney by steamer from Greenwell 
Point. The vrant of a railway for the transmission of this perishable product to the 
Sydney market is severely felt, and speedy transit wrould be an advantage to.consumers 
in Sydney, as well as a great benefit to the men engaged in obtaining this "valuable 
article of food from the prolific wafers mentioned. ' ...

The timber trade is carried onto a limited extent only in the district, although 
there are still several large timber reserves. Along the wdrole route of the proposed 
railway there will be no difficulty in obtaining ample supplies of timber and ballast 
for the line, free of cost.

Evidence was given by several local residents in regard to the large coal 
deposits which are known, to exist in the mountains, within a few miles of the route 
of the line, as wnll as near Jervis Bay. The coal is said to be of a superior, quality, 
and it is anticipated that a considerable development of the coal mining industry 
will take place as soon as railway accommodation is provided. Your
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Your Committee desire to call attention to Jervis Bay, one of the most capacious 
and valuable harbours in Australia. Its importance as an admirable site for a 
seaport cannot be overestimated; it is undoubtedly destined in the future to become 
a port of call for coasting and ocean steamers, and the mails will probably be 
landed there for transmission overland to the metropolis. In the near future Jervis 
Bay is certain to become conspicuous in connection with the maritime commerce of 
the country, and must occupy an important position with regard to any general 
system of defence of the Colony. Any unalienated land in the Government town
ship and in the surrounding district should he reserved until after the completion 
of the railway, in the event of its being determined to carry it to the Bay.

The South Coast district has already become a favorite place of resort with 
tourists. Without a railway to Nowra access to the magnificent scenery lying 
beyond the terminus of the existing line, in the districts of Gerringong, Berry, and 
Shoalhaven, is both difficult and expensive. But by providing railway accommoda
tion we should' bring these picturesque and attractive localities within such easy 
distance of Sydney as to render them a common pleasure resort to the citizens of 
the metropolis, thus increasing the railway revenue, and conferring a boon on those 
whose occupations only occasionally permit a visit to the country.

The evidence taken at the several centres of population indicates a degree of 
prosperity and comfort among the occupants of the land, which is not exceeded, if . 
equalled, in any other district of the Colony. The Committee would draw special 
attention to the evidence of the various bank managers, in reference to the flourish
ing condition of the inhabitants of the district. Bad debts are almost unknown, 
whilst the fixed deposits have increased to a surprising extent. ■ The leading hanks 
are represented in several parts of the district; all are doing a large and increasing 
business,. and most of them have erected or are erecting costly banking premises 
to meet the requirements of their operations.

Local Government obtains throughout the district between Kiama and Nowra, 
the municipalities of Kiama, Gerringong, Berry, Terara, Nowra, Numba, Broughton 
Yale, and Wood Hill, having been long in existence.

The Sectional Committee, after having carefully considered the evidence, 
inspected the country through which the line is to pass, and observed the fertility 
of the soil as well as the settlement in the district, recommend the construction of 
the proposed line of railway without delay, and its early extension to Jervis Bay.

Your Committee also urge the necessity for taking the line into the town of 
Nowra, in order to secure the maximum amount of traffic.

The speedy erection of a railway bridge would render unnecessary the 
proposed branch line from Bomadery to the existing bridge over the Shoalhaven 
Biver.

K. T. HUMPHEKY,
Chairman.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,
Sydney, 30th January 1890.

3 .

PAELIAMENTAET



244



245

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE.

[TA.KEM- BEFORE THE SEOTIOEAL COMl^ITTEE.]

RAILWAY FROM KIAMA TO NOWRA.

KIAMA, SATURDAY, 25 JANUARY, 1890.
. farft&ent: —

The Honorable FREDERICK THOMAS HUMPHREY (Chaieman).
Edward William O’Sullivan, Esq. j John Hurlei, Esq.

The Honorable Andrew G-auban was also present.

The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Railway from Kiama to Nowra.

Charles William Craig, Esq., Mayor of Kiama, sworn, and examined:— .
1. Chairman.'] You are Mayor of the Borough of Kiama? Yes. -
2. How long have you held that position ? About twelve months.
3. "Were you an alderman before ? Yes, nearly six years.
4. How long have you beeu in the district ? I was born here.
5. Have you looked at the plan of the proposed extension? I am conversant with the line ; I have seen
the surveys. . '
G. As far as you are aware, is there any objection to the route of the proposed extension ? No particular 
objection, unless that, instead of going through the centre of the towm, it might go nearer to the Church 
Point. The opinion is it should go by Church Point, so as to prevent cutting the town in tw'o.
7. What is your own opinion,—would you rather see the Church Point route taken in preference to the 
one through the towm, or is the objection to the town route simply a local one ? Simply a local one.
8. Have you any objection to the proposed extension from the present terminus of the line to the Shoal
haven River? None whatever. _
9. Would you like to make any remarks generally on the subject? I am pleased to see the matter in 
this stage of progress, and I trust that the evidence given w'ill be favourably entertained, and that the 
report will result in the extension further south. At the present time the Kiama station is in a very 
inconvenient position, and it would he an advantage to have the line extended into towm; but we have 
been given to understand that cannot he done now without going further south. We have no objection 
to going further south.
10. Do you believe it will benefit the railway returns if the extension further south is made ? Yes, for at
the present time only a small portion of the fertile district is tapped, and the further the Railway goes 
south it will improve. Owing to the terminus being whore it is at present a considerable amount of 
produce is lost to the railway, as it is forwarded by steamer. The district is a splendid one around 
Gerringong, Berry, and Nowra, and right down; and I believe the extension of the railway wmuld also 
have the effect of tapping the coal-seams further south. '
11. What is your opinion of the proposed site for the station at Kiama? I would like to see a more 
suitable site for the station. I have my own opinion as to where it should he, hut I am not going 
to cavil about that. There is, of course, a difference of opinion on the subject, hut wre should like you to 
consider a more favourable site.
12. Is the Committee to understand that you are favourable to the proposed extension, and that you have 
no objection to the route ? Yes, I have no objection whatever.
13. Can you give the Committee any information as to the progress of the district during the last five 
years ? No, I cannot. That had better he left to Mr. Dymock and Mr. Campbell.
14. Mr. O’ Sullivan.] What is the population of Kiama? I do not know, but Mr. James Somerville, 
Council Clerk, can give it.
15. This is a very old established town, is it not ? Yes.
16. What are the industries of the towm ? There is the stone trade.
17. Have you any particular industries outside the towm? Dairying, chiefly.
18. What outlying districts trade with Kiama? At the present time, Shellharhour, Jamberoo, and 
Gerringong. This lino will go through Gerringong.
19. How much of the hack country do you think this railway would tap ? It would tap the whole, and for 
some 10 or perhaps 12 miles to the western mountain range.
20. Can you state the value of ratable property in the towm ? If I referred to the Council’s books I 
could give it.
21. Canyon furnish the Committee v/ith information as to wdiat amount of that property the railway 
would run through ? Yes; the Council Clerk, James Somerville, is here, and can do so.
22. And any other information about the borough ? Yes; Mr. Somerville is in a position to do so. ,

, 30 (ci)—A ' ' 23.

C. W. Craig, 
Esq.,

25 Jan., 1890.
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0. W. Craig, 23. Mr. Hurley] Sou are aware that the residents ol the district have been agitating for a long time
■k£tl- past for the extension of the line into the town of Kiaina ? Yes.

' ^ 24. Can vou say whether they have sufficient claims for the line to come further south and. be extended
25 Jan., 1890. jn£0 £own p x certainly think the people are entitled to it, even if the line did not go further south 

than Kiama. .
25. Will it give increased railway returns ? Yes; there is a considerable amount of produce sent by 
steamer now which would go by rail.
26. What is the difference in the charges by railway and steamer ? I do not know. . .
27. Do you know by what route the goods consumed in this district are chiefly brought into it—are they
brought by rail or steamer ? There is a. considerable amount brought by steamer, and by rail too.
28. Suppose you had the station on the Church Point, would not goods come by steamer all the same ?
I think not. . . .
29. Do you not know that water carriage is cheaper than carriage by rail ? I have heard that it is, but I 
think the G-overnment would be able to compete with the steamers.
30. You are mayor of this town? Yes.
31. Do vou know whether persons now prefer to send their stone to Sydney by steamer rather than by 
rail ? That depends a good deal upon circumstances. Some of the companies working here have their 
own boats, and it is an advantage to them to send the stone by those boats at a reasonable cost.
32. At all events, the steamers are in competition with the railway ? Certainly. ■
33. And, if the railway were brought into town, it would not prevent steamers from coming here ? No. 
Whether it would then pay them or not to come here I do not know.
34. Have you any idea of the amount of income to the Kailway Department from this source? No.
35. Can you give us any information as to any other sources of income from the district to the Railway
Department—whether anything further would be derived if the line were extended? Yes; a large 
quantity of milk would be sent by rail which is not sent at the present time because the distance is too 
great to convey it from the dairies to the railway-station. _
36. Have you any idea of the cost of the extension into the town of Kiama from the present terminus to
Church Point? T think so, but I cannot say whether my idea is correct. _
37. Do you think the people of the town are in such a position that they could pay a tax which would 
warrant the country incurring the cost of that extension ? I do think so.
38. Are you aware of the amount of rates received from the ratepayers of the town ? There is about
£1,600 worth in the municipality. _
39. At all events, you believe the people are in a pasitiqn to give sufficient loading to the railway to
warrant the construction of the line into the town, and to pay interest on the cost of construction ? 
Ido. _ ’ ' .
40. The cost of the construction to Church Point would be about £16,000, and the interest upon that 
about £640—do you think the people of the town would be able to contribute sufficient revenue to pay 
the interest on the cost ? That I could hardly say, but going further south will be a considerable item ; 
to construct it into town would be nothing without the further extension. No doubt the railway will 
have to go further south, and, after the difficulty of bringing it into the town has been got over, it will 
not be very difficult or costly to take it on to Nowra.
41. The source of income, I suppose, would be within a radius of about 20 miles ? Yes.
42. And the revenue would be derivable from people sending their milk and other general produce, and 
also from cube metal r Yes ; and I believe, taking the whole district, the line would pay handsomely if only 
milk and butter were sent; but, at no distant date, I believe we shall have a branch line constructed from 
Kiama to Jamberoo, where the coal-measures would be opened up.
43. Can you tell us what has been done towards developing the coal at Jamberoo ? I know that a survey 
has been made, and the seams have been tapped, and found to be of excellent quality.
44. Are you interested in that ? I am not.
45. Would the railway, if brought into the town of Kiama, increase the value of property ? Yes, to a
considerable extent. .
46. What is the increase in the value of property since the railway terminus has been where it is ? I 
cannot say.
47. Do you think that values would rise through compensation required if the line went through the 
town ? It is hard to say what people would ask ; but they cannot always get what they want.
48. Do you know the capabilities of the district between Kiama and Nowra ? It is a splendid agricultural 
district for cultivation or for dairying.
49. And the district around Nowra is also good? Yes.
50. You believe a profitable trade would spring up if the proposed railway extension were carried out, 
and that the construction of the line to Nowra would be a good national investment ? I believe it would 
be.
51. Hr. Garran, through the Chairman] You have beeu here since you were a boy—you know every foot 
of land about Kiama ? Yes.
52. Do vou know of any possible route that could be taken for the proposed extension different from the 
present route? I cannot give an opinion, not being an engineer, but I should like the route not to go 
through the town.
53. If brought round to Church Point would there be less compensation required? It might take an odd 
house—a portion of it would simply go through Grovernment land.
54. Do you think the district generally would benefit by what is known as the Saddleback route, in 
preference to the route by the coast ? I think it would be an. enormous cost, and it would simply go 
away from Kiama, and injure it.
55. Do you think it would be of any benefit to the people inland ? I think the preferable route is within 
Kiama.
56. You said that if the line was extended a deal of the traffic which now went by steamer would go by
rail;—do you really think so ? Yes. '

" 57. Are you anxious to sec the steamers run off ? I have no desire to see it.
58. Do you think it would be to the interests of the town of Kiama for them to be run off ? Ido not 
think so.
59- Are they making a living now ? I believe they are. I have never heard anything to the contrary.

2 PARLIAMENTARY SXANDIXO C031MITTEB ON PUBLIC WOEKS.
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60. What proportion of the old trade do the steamers keep? I cannot say. C. W. Craig,
61. At any rate, the railway gets a good deal of the traffic ? It does. EsC1-
62. Has the railway stimulated the traffic of the district ? Yes, it has.
63. Is there more produce in the district? I cannot say that the railway has caused the district to an'’ '
produce more. '
64. OTiairman.~\ Has it not created a milk trade between Kiama and Sydney? Yes, a considerable 
quantity now goes by train, much larger than by steamer.
65. Do you think the extension of the line would he the means of expanding the milk traffic between 
Sydney and Kiama ? Yes, to a very large extent.
66. How many coaches leave Kiama with passengers daily for the south ? I am not aware of the exact . 
number, but it is considerable.
67. And passengers are carried right on to Nowna and further south by that means ? Yes.
68. Mr. O' Sullivan^] Who is the agent for the steamers that trade here ? Mr. Keon.
69. Have you a customs office here ? I think so ; there is a person in charge. •

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—RAILWAY FROM KIAMA TO NOWRA. 3

Mr. James Somerville, Council Clerk, Kiama, sworn, and examined:—
70. Chairman ] What is your occupation ? I am Council Clerk for the borough of Kiama.
71. Have you resided long in this district ? Twenty-two years.
72. How long have you been connected with the Municipal Council ? During the whole of that time. 
I have been Council Clerk during the whole of that period.
73. Have you seen the plan of the proposed extension of the railway from the cemetery at Kiama to the 
Shoalhaven Kiver ? I have not. but I know the route. I have seen the ground marked out.
74. You have seen the staked line ? Yes.
75. Are you favourable or unfavourable, from your knowledge, to the construction of the line- as 
proposed ? I am quite in favour of it.
76. Do you deem any deviation desirable? No.
77. Can yon give the Committee any information as to the progress of the district during the past fifteen 
years ? It has progressed very much during the last fifteen years. At present the population is between
7,000 and 8,000; fifteen years ago it was not half that number.
78. What has been the progress in the electorate of Kiama during the last fifteen years ? It has increased
about 100 per cent. .
79. How long is it since the agitation for the railway first started ? About fifteen years ; since the con
struction to Illawarra was agitated for. *
80. But since the present extension was agitated for ? About five years.
81. What has been the progress of the district since then? About 30 per cent.
82. Has there been an increase in the price of ratable property in the borough ? Yes.
83. Do you think that increase was due to the construction of the railway? Partly.
84. What are the other causes for the increase in the value of property in this district? There seem 
to have been a general desire to purchase property and settle in the district.
85. Do you know what area of land is in cultivation in the Kiama electorate ? There arc 23,000 acres 
under grass.
86. The Statistical Kegister gives the acreage under cultivation as 62,000, so that there would be 23,000 
of that under grass ? Yes.
87. Do you know how many dairy cattle there are in the district ? About 17,000, and ordinarv cattle
about 9,000. ''
88. And horses ? About 3,000.
89. Pigs ? About 10,000. .
90. Can you say how many factories have been established in the district during the last five years ? 
Eight butter factories within the electorate.
91. Do you know if separators are used by any of the farmers, and how many ? There are about ten or 
twelve farmers using separators at the present time.
92. Can you state the quantity of milk sent per day to the factories ? About 20,000 gallons per day to
the eight factories. 1 J
93. That would be an average of about 2,500 gallons per day to each ? Yes, some send more and others less.
94. Do you know if the butter made by those factories is sent to the metropolis by rail, or by steamer? 
Some is sent by rail, and some by steamer. I think all made north of Kiama and within a convenient 
distance is sent by rail.
95. Can you say what the difference is between the freight by steamer and that by rail ? I cannot say.
96. Are you awrare that a great many deputations have from time to time wraited upon the various 
Governments to urge the.extension of the railway line from the present terminus to Shoalhaven ? Yes.
97. Do you believe that if the line were extended further south there would be an increase in the traffic 
sufficient to cover the working expenses and the cost of construction ? Yes. I look upon the present 
line as only touching the productive part of the district.
98. How far south must the extension be continued before reaching the boundary of the electorate of 
Kiama ? About 12 miles.

Mr.
J. Somerville.

25 Jam, 1890.

99. And is the whole of that land used for dairying purposes ? Yes.
100. Can you say how many tenant-holdings there are in the municipality of Kiama ? About 600 or 700.
101. Do you know, or can you approximate the average extent of the present holdings ? Prom 70 to 150 
acres.
102. Would a very large portion of the people be served by the extension of the railway ? Yes, very
large. ' ’ "
103. Do you think the whole of the traffic between Kiama and the Shoalhaven Elver would go bv the
railway if extended to Nowra? I believe it would. "
104. Mr. Hurley.'] You said just now that there was a desire to settle in the district and purchase pro
perty. How can that be when people have gone elsewhere out of it—what do you mean ? I mean there
is a desire to settle in the district; but there is no land for them. “
105. Are there no Crown Lands ? No, not that a person could buy and settle on.
106. What is land worth here ? It is worth about £50 per acre. ' 107.
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107. What do tenants pay per acre ? £1 12s. Gd. down to a pound per acre. ,
J. Somerville. 108_ Thon if a land tax were introduced that class of land would turn in a very good revenue !> It would.

109. What do the rates in the Kiama municipality amount to ? About £l,o00 per year, with a le\y ot
25 Jan., 1890. ps in the pound. , . . „

110. Upon what basis would you make up the increased returns were the radway extended m^o town .
Upon that of produce and passengers. At the present time there are large quantities or buttei going to 
the London market from this district. ,, ,,
111. And are the returns favourable to a continuation of that industry ? Very favourable.
112. Has the railway paid fair interest up to the present time ? I believe it has.

. 118. Have you any idea of the cost of construction of the railway from Sydney to Kiama . A a
114. It cost £1,725,421—Looking at the extension of the railway into the town to. the Church romt, do 
you think that that extension will lead to settlement and the development of new industries . I cannot 
say, but at the present time I believe there are three trains leaving Kiama daily which convey something
like 350 tons of metal. r j- j. j-
115. Has not the stone trade been almost an annihilation to you as a town . It has been untortunate to
the municipality. .-i a. t. r -i i
116. Tour Council has been somewhat unfortunate with it ? It is not the tramway that has tailed,
but the stone trade. , . , .
117. Was it attributable to the decrease of the stone trade, or the action of the Council with the tram
way ? To the removal of the stone trade from Kiama to Bombo. . , _
118. Do you know if there are any industries to the south of Kiama, and have you any knowledge or 
them ? t know that in the mountains there are valuable coal seams.
119. Are you interested in any land through which this railway would pass ? Ho.
120. You are not likely to personally benefit by the extension of the railway ? No.
121. Hfr. O' Sullivan.Was there any milk trade between this district and Sydney before the raiiuay
opened? Very little. .
122. Then the railway has developed this trade in milk and extended the butter industry ? Yes.
123. Will they be still further extended by taking the railway further south ? Very much so. .
124. Is there any other industry in the district that has been benefited by the railway? Aes; there is 
the bacon industry.
125. Have you any timber trade in this district ? Not much.
12G. What arc the crops mostly grown in the electorate ? Maize and potatoes. Not much wheat or hay
127. Is there a fai r trade in these products ? There would be, with increased facilities.
128. I suppose most of the land in the district is already occupied ? Yes. . _ _
129. And being a dairying district, there is not likely to be much more cultivation ? I think not.
130. Dr. Grarran?^ How far back from Kiaina is the coal-bearing seam? About 7 miles.
131. The easiest way of making that accessible would be a branch line from Jamberoo ? Yes.
132. About 7 miles in length ? Yes. . . .
133. You could not ship coal from Kiama? Yes, we could; we could put five or six vessels in the basin 
at one time. We have about the same capacity as at Wollongong.
131. What size vessels could you load at the Kiama wharf? Yessels of about 400 tons.
135. You could not do a large foreign trade ? No. t
136. If you wanted to do such a trade the vessels would have to go to Sydney or to Jervis Bay ? Yes,
137. How far would it be from the mines to Sydney ? About 60 miles.
138. And to Jervis Bay? About 25 or 30 miles.
139. Then other things being equal, Jervis Bay would have the preference ? Yes. _
140. And if it would pay to ship at Jervis Bay, this line, we are considering, would get all the traffic ? Yes.
141. Apart from the coal traffic, in what other wTay do you consider the railway •would add to the benefit 
of the place ? In the settlement of population, and in developing the richness of the soil.
142. You say there is no land to be taken up, and except for residential settlers where would be the
benefit? There would be country residences ; there have been inquiries for land for that purpose, and I 
think there will be a large demand before long. ' ....
143. I understand you to say that the railway has not stimulated the production of the district ? Not in
the south. _ -or
144. Do you think the extension of the railway to Shoalhaven would stimulate further production ? I
believe it would. _ ' , . .
145. There is more room there ? There is a larger extent of good land in the Shoalhaven district than in 
this one.
146. The land would be more arable ? Yes. _ ,
147. You think there is good reason for believing it would be made to produce more if the line was 
extended there ? I do.
148. Do you know the proposed route of the extension ? I do.
149. Do you know of any improvement that could be made in it ? I do not. _
150. Do you agree with the Mayor of Kiama that the extension should go by the Church Point route ? 
I believe that that route would be impracticable. I am in favour of the present route as the best.
151. Chairman.'] What was the quantity of butter sent from the district last year? There were about
2,500,000 lb. made in the district last year.

4s rAELIAHENTABY STANDING- COUMITTEE OIT PUBLIC WOEKS.

Mr. Stephen Major, storekeeper, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. S. Major. 152. Mr. Hurley.] What is your name ? Stephen Major.

,---- -—\ 153. And what is your business or occupation ? Storekeeper.
25 Jan., 1890. p54_ Have you been in the district many years ? Nearly thirty. _

155. Then you must know something of the resources of the district and its trade ;—what proportion of
trade does the railway get ? I know that the railway is not getting anything like the goods trade in 
comparison to that of passengers. That is on account of the inconvenience experienced by people like 
myself in getting goods from the station, which at present is so awkwardly situated. _
156. Is not the freight a considerable item at the present ? Yes ; but at the present rate of freights I 
think that if the railway was brought into town, the steamers would bo stopped altogether.
157. What are the resources of the district ? Chiefly dairying. 158.
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158. Do you think there is sufficient trade to warrant the extension of the line ? I do. 
has not yet been reached.
159. Do you know anything of the exports? Tes ; our exports in butter alone amount 
£115,000 per year—that is exclusive of bacon, eggs, cheese, and poultry.
160. It is estimated that the cost of construction of the line into Kiama would be about £94,000;—do 
you think, from your knowledge, that there would be a sufficient increase in your imports to warrant the 
construction into Kiama? I think so. Our imports cannot be less than £160,000 a year. ■
161. Do you supply the outlying districts ? We supply Gerringong, Jamberoo, and other places.
162. What is the circumference of the district you serve ? A radius of about 12 or 13 miles.
163. Have you any idea of the number of people in the district? About 8,000 or 9.000.
164. Have you any experience as regards the mineral resources of the district? I have not, but I know 
there is any quantity of coal in it.
165. Would the line tap this? It would if it went further south, when it would run parallel with the 
range containing coal, and branch lines could be constructed to the mountain containing the coal measures 
or seams.
166. Have you any interest in the extension ? No.
167. Do you believe it would be of national importance if the extension was made ? . I believe it would, 
and at the same time it would tap the mineral land.
168. Do you think it would increase the population of the district ? No, except the mineral resources are
developed, as it is sufficiently populated for dairy purposes, and the land being nearly all taken up, there 
is not much room for further increase of a farming population. The land is paying well as at present 
being used—that is for dairying purposes, and it could not grow' hay and other things, like Victoria or 
Adelaide. If they did go in for growing these crops, mowing machines could not be used with advantage, 
on account of the hilly nature of the district. 0

169. Ton have to bring produce like that into your district from other places ? Yes, we get it from
Victoria and other places. “
170. Is it not because the people have not been educated up to agriculture that they have to do that ? 
No, it is because the people found dairying paid better.
171. Have you any idea of the dairying industry further south ? I believe it is good.
172. Do you know what is the difference in the cost of carriage of goods of that description by rail and 
steamer ? We used formerly to pay from 2s. 6d. per keg of butter by steamer, while now' the charge for a 
box of butter per train is about 8d. or 9d.
173. Do you know of a detour having been made through Saddleback in connection with this railway, 
and do you know what wras the reason for it? I believe it was caused by a prejudiced feeling. The 
Kiama route is a better one, and if it went to Jamberoo it must go further south.
174. Do you believe the blue-metal trade W'ould develope by the extension ? Yes, I believe it would. At
the present time, 1 have been informed, one small contractor alone has paid away about £50 per week for 
sending out stone by rail to Sydney. .
175. Then do you think the exports will increase if the line is extended ? Undoubtedly.
176. Mr. O'Sullivan.'] Are you aware that in some places people pay the storekeepers annually ? lam
not aware of it. *
177. Is that the case here ? No.
178. Have your customers money enough to pay their debts ? Yes, the fixed population are right enough
in that respect. It is only the floating population we have trouble with. &
179. Have you any idea of what would be the leading industry after the extension ? I believe the milk
industry will be. •
180. Dr. Garran.] To whom is the district indebted for its factories ? I think the Fresh Food and Ice 
Company started them with the Pioneer Factory.
181. Do you think the milk trade pays ? . I understand from the manager that he can take all the milk 
he can get from the district, and I am going to erect cool chambers myself for it. The suppliers were 
getting 5d. per gallon for it. At that price it is the best paying industry in the colony.
1S2. And have the farmers near the train the benefit of that? Undoubtedly; but unless the demand 
grows in proportion to the increase then of course it will become less profitable to send it to Sydney. 
Milk at 5d. was a paying industry to anyone. “
183. How long have you been in the district? Nearly thirty years.
184. Do you know if the land has deteriorated during that period? It had not deteriorated very much, 
for the reason that in good seasons, and when the grass was plentiful, it became a source of manure to' 
the land when it decayed, and the cattle return to the land almost as much as they take from it in manure. 
Dairying on the land is not like growing potatoes or other crops, and has not such ■ an exhausting effect 
upon the soil.
185. You just stated that the grass became a source of manure to the land;—do you know of any farm 
where the production of grass has deteriorated ? I know splendid farms which during the number of 
years I stated have retained the excellent quality of their soils and grass-growing capabilities without 
any deterioration whatever.
186. Dr. Garran.] Do you cart your own goods ? Yes.
187. "What is the cost of cartage per ton to town from the railway ? 2s. 6d., I believe.
188. "What is the cartage rate ? I do not know, but Is. is charged for passengers from the train.
189. Then if the freight was 2s. less by rail it would be equal to that of the steamer ? I do not exactly
know the railway rate, but in some instances I think it would be loss. I think the railway rate is about 
the same. ■ ‘
190. Would you prefer to get your goods by rail ? Yes. '
191. This extension into the town is to cost about £100,000, what would you expect to pay the Govern
ment per ton as freight ? About 3s., I suppose. . ■
192. Perhaps you would only have to pay 2d. where now you pay 3s. ? I think that would be it.
193. Do you believe it would benefit the town, and that the Government would benefit by the extension ?
I believe the town would be benefited, but I cannot say what the exact amount of freight would be, and 
what proportion of that it would take to pay the interest on the outlay. ° . ’
194. Do you think it will pay the Government to go on to Shoalhaven with the extension ? Undoubtedly. 
Some persons in Kiama might not care about it going further south, but I believe in the extension. "l

fail
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Mr. S. Major, fail to see how it will injure Kiama as it will become a centre, and I believe the town will be more likely 
2,fTV"5sQ0 ^en *he trade of Gerringong than now.

an., . 195 2)0 y0U think it would be more difficult to extend it from here to Shoalhaven than from there to 
TJlladulla ? I cannot say.
196. Looking at the extension into Kiama and to Jervis Bay, do you believe it is worth while to extend 
it; as a general taxpayer, would you vote for the extension to Kiama ? I would say, “ Extend it.”
197. How is it that wheat will not grow here—is it on account of weevil ? No, it is on account of the
richness of the land. ■

• 198. How much more profitable is it to grow grass than hay ? It is 100 per cent, more profitable.
199. Then your idea is to produce what you can, and purchase what you cannot produce ? Exactly so. 
I am a thorough freetrader.
200. I am not asking you a political question. You were speaking about the blue-metal trade. Does 
the railway tap any of the quarries ? Yes, it goes right through metal, and the Government has pur
chased one of the quarries.
201. Is there any cartage there ? No, none at all.
202. Are there any other quarries ? Yes, there are some in town, and on top of Mount Pleasant it is all 
blue metal. The railway would open up some splendid quarries there.
203. What is the cost of carriage by water and rail ? By water it is 5s. for a few items, but 10s. for 
sugar and similar goods. The railway charges are very anomalous. In some cases 5s. 8d. per ton is 
charged, and in others as high as £1 per ton. I never could understand the absurdly anomalous charges 
of the Railway Department. Why flour should be carried for 5s. 8d. per ton, and nearly £2 charged for 
sugar, while the same amount of energy is expended in the haulage and handling of both.
201. Has the railway increased the price of goods ? Yes, that for poultry, butter, and milk.
205. Has the railway in town had the effect of cutting down prices ? It has increased competition con
siderably by bringing us into contact with the Sydney business houses. This I regard as one of the evil 
effects of concentration.
206. How do you account for the increase in prices ? Under the old system it was very injurious to send 
butter by steamer to Sydney, and the I.S.N. Company used their monopoly very harshly while they had it.
207. Is it far better to send butter by train P Yes, far better.
208. Has the Government provided cool chambers for your butter ? No, but I believe it will. I believe 
Mr. Dymock has been trying to induce the Commissioners to put on trucks. They promised to do so, 
and I believe there will be a margin of profit open to the department in that item.
209. Chairman.'] What are the carrying capabilities of the district ? It carries 1 cow to the acre, and at 
the present time there are about 23,000 acres under grass.
210. What is the average value of the land P Some parts £30, and others could not be purchased for 
£60 per acre.
211. What is the average rent ? From 25s. to 30s. per acre.
212. Can you say whether the passenger traffic has increased since the opening of the railway ? Yes ;

• very materially—more than double.
213. Has the traffic between the southern portion and here increased ;—that is from Shoalhaven ? Yes. 
There are three coaches per day, which carry about 150 passengers to Nowra and other places south weekly.
214. Do more people travel by rail than by steamer ? I believe the I.S.N. Company does not, on an 
average, take five passengers a week.
215. And do nearly all the goods come by boat ? Nearly all.
216. Do you think if the extension were made that'all the goods would come by rail ? I believe they would.
217. And that the whole traffic would be taken from the steamer and diverted to the train ? I believe the 
whole trade of the coast would go to the railway.
218. How many municipalities are there in the electoral district of Kiama ? There is Shellharhour, 
Kiama, Gerringong, and Broughton Yale, and Kiama embraces a large area, taking in all Jamberoo.
219. Who are the aldermen in the Kiama Council representing Jamberoo Ward? Aldermen Cole, King, 
and Noble.
220. Mr. O’ Sullivan!] How do the mails leave here, and for where ? They go through Jamberoo to Moss 
Vale, and from Kiama to Albion Park, Gerringong, Broughton Village, and Nowra.
221. Do all those places trade with Kiama ? Not much further south than Gerringong.
222. What is the average size of dairy farms in this district ? We have 570 landholders, with an average 
of about 112 acres.
223. How many cows do you think a family of four could live on ? Ten.
224. Mr. Hurley.] Do you know if there is a weed in the district known as sida-retusa ? I do not 
know it by its botanical name, but I believe the weed does exist.
225. Does it destroy the quality of the soil ? I do not think so. It might take certain qualities from it, 
but the cattle will eat it, and do so.
226. Have you heard any complaints about it destroying the land, and of persons leaving the place in 
search of better ? There are a number gone to the Richmond River, but not from that cause.

° PABLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

Mr. John Thomas Cole, dairy farmer, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. O’ Sullivan!] What is your name ? John Thomas Cole.
What is your occupation ? Dairy farmer.
What is the size of your holding ? About 125 acres. ' *
I suppose you find dairying more profitable than cultivation ? It depends upon the prices.
I suppose you know all the land about the district? Yes.
How long have you been here ? Lived here since I was born.
You have a thorough knowledge of its resources then ? Yes.
Can you rely upon the permanency of its resources ? Yes, they are thoroughly established.
Is there room for any further settlement ? Not what was understood by settlement. There might 

be room for production. By improved methods of agriculture the production might bo increased very 
much—perhaps twofold.-
236. What is the reason people are leaving this district and going further north ? To get more scope. 
As a man’s sons grow up they go to find holdings for themselves, and lake what they can get. 237.

Mr. 227.
J. T. Cole. 228.
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237. Then I take it that they are simply going to wider spheres to carry on the occupation of dairy
farming F Tes, they are.
238. It is not that the district has deteriorated then ? No; they are simply turned out for want of land.
239. Can you give any idea of the changes made in the district since the railway came into it? The
railway has paid very well since it was opened, and the further south it went the more it must increase. 
Of course the milk trade has become a very paying trade, and that must increase as the railway extends, 
as that article can only be carted some 4 or 5 miles with safety. '
240. How is it that the men cart it such distances in Sydney as they do ? I suppose that accounts for
the quality of the milk they sell. .
241. Are you in favour of the extension of the line ? Tes.
242. Have you any personal interest in the extension ? No ; I am more interested in Jamberoo.
243. I presume the people of Jamberoo will be satisfied with a branch line? Undoubtedly.
244. Are you aware of the quality of the land about G-erringong and Nowra—and is it as good as in 
Kiama ? Tes.
245. Then if the railway is taken on to Nowra we may look for the same improvement as has been made
in the Kiama district ? It is reasonable to expect it. *
246. Mr. Hurley.'] Do you know anything of the weed in sida-retusa ? I suppose it is that
known as pig-weed.
247. It is a weed originally introduced for the manufacture of paper. Can you keep it down ? Tes; I
consider it my duty and that of every farmer to keep it down. ’
248. 'Well, that means it is destructive ? Undoubtedly.
249. Do I take it then that the people are not well aware of agricultural practices, and that that is the 
reason more of it is not done ? More agriculture' will only pay when there are increased facilities for 
sending it to market.
250. It has been said that the land was lying idle because of the indolence of the people of Kiama—is
that a fact ? It is not true; it is because dairying pays better. The chief agriculture here is in growing 
fodder for the cattle. . b
251. Do you export butter ? No, not personally.
252. Are you in any way interested in this line going further south ? I am not.
253. Do you believe it will lead to settlement, and be a good national investment? I do.
254. What class of people do you believe it will cause to settle on it—agriculturists, or do vou think it
wonld simply be a kind of sanatorium ? I believe it would be a sanatorium. ^
255. Chairman.] Tou have been asked about the cultivation of the land; has it not been necessary to 
use artificial grasses ? Certainly. Originally, Illawarra was a wheat-growing district, but it has been 
found more profitable to go into the dairying. Besides, rust was troublesome with the wheat, and it would 
not pay now to grow it or any other cereal crops.
256. What would be the average cost of clearing and laying down the grass ? That would depend upon
the qualify of the land. If heavy brush land, it would not be less than from £7 to £10 per acre—perhaps 
more—according to the density of the brush. v .
257. If it was said by a previous witness, then, that there are about 60,000 acres under artificial grass it
would mean an expense of about half a million of money ? About that. 5
258 Tou have taken a great interest in the working of the factories; have thev been a success P 
Undoubtedly. J '
259. Have they been the means of stimulating the production of butter ? Certainly.
260. In what way ? It relieved the people from a lot of the home slush they were previously accustomed
to., and gave them more time to look after their cattle. Besides, the factory system paid them better and 
stimulated an increased production. ’
261.. Is it giving a better price to your farmers ? Undoubtedly it is. We could notin olden times alwavs 
obtain the top price.
262. Then do you believe it pays better under the factory system of making butter ? Certainly, and 
the very tact of our butter having obtained the highest price in the liondon market proves it.
263. Do you look upon the English market as likely to take the surplus portion of your supply ? Tes.
264. Can you say at what price butter would pay when sold in the English market ? I do not know the 
cost of shipping.
265. We will presume it to be 3d. per lb.—would 9d. pay ? Nine-pence would barely leave a profit to the
producer. • r
266. Do the factories pay a better price than you obtained by sending your butter to the metropolis r 
Yes; frequently m the flush seasons, under the old system, butter was as low as 3d.
267. Has the demand for milk since the opening of the railway been fully supplied ? I cannot say.
268. Do you think if a larger quantity was sent there would be a demand for it ? Tes.
269. Why? Because the Eresh Eood and Ice Company were paying 5d. for it, while the factories were 
only paying 3d.
2»°' 5° y011 ^ink the extension would be injurious to the Kiama farmers ? Quite the opposite.
271. Can you say what price would pay the farmer for sending his milk by rail—would 3d per Gallon
pay? It would leave a profit. 1 b
272. Do you believe at less than 3d. it would pay ? Tes, we had 2|d., but I believe the price has been 
5id. per gallon for the last two years.
273. Does that leave a margin of profit ? Tes, very good. -
274. Do the dairy-farmers in Jamberoo at present use the railway ? There was the butter from the two 
lactones sent by rail, but no milk whatever.
275. Have you examined the plan showing the proposed line from Kiama. to Shoalhaven ? No
276. Are you familiar with-it ? Tes. ' ‘
277. Can you say as a resident of Jamberoo, that it is desirable that the line should be constructed as at 
present proposed ? It is desirable, but I certainly think the line should have gone through Jamberoo at first.
278. Having regard to the extension from its present terminus to the south—are you quite favourable tc
the proposed route P Yes, quite so. *
279 Mr O’Sullivan.] Can you give the Committee any idea of the bacon and cheese industries in this 
district? There rs very litt!6 cheese made, but the bacon industry is an important one in connection 
with the factories and private dairies. There are several large bacon factories in the district.

Mr.
J. T. Cole.

25 Jan., 1890.
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280. What is their output ? I cannot say- • j- . .i
281. Is the industry progressive ? It is an industry that keeps pace with the dames, according to the
quantity of milk supplied to the factories, and at home pigs are kept. ., ,
282. You say that you do not think a distance further than 5 or 6 miles from the railway would sene the 
milk producers ? Certainly not.
288. How far is Jamberoo away ? About 6 miles. , w u n
284. Does not the Fresh Food and Ice Company draw milk from Bowral and vVingecarribee and
surrounding district ? I believe so, but I am not acquainted with the districts. . .
285. Is the Fresh Food and Ice Company taking milk from this district ? I believe it is taking ail the
milk it can get. . , , , r j -j.
286. According to a statement made by you this district of Kiama has osen a sort ot nursery to its young
men—is that so ? Yes. _ _ _
287. Wingecarribee has been populated from this district, has it not ? Yes.
288. You say that more scientific farming will develop the population ? Well, not exactly that, but it
would increase the production and value of the land. _
289. You think then that a higher class of farming would turn in more wealth . I do.
290. And that it would stimulate it ? Ido.

Mr. M. N. 
Hindmarsb.

25 Jan., 1890.

Mr. Michael Kesbitt Hindmarsh,.dairy-farmer, sworn, and examined
291. Chairman.'] What is your occupation ? Dairy-farmer_and freeholder. _ _ , nr, .
292. How many years have you been a resident of the district r I was born in it about nity-scv cn years.
293. You are the owner of property here, are you not? Yhs, in G-erringong and Kiaina. _
294. Shall you be personally affected by the railway ? It passes through some of my land m Kiama.
295. But not through any of your dairying property ? Ko.
296. Have you examined the proposed route, and are you in favour of it ? Yes. . i j
297. Can you state the progress of the district during the last eight or ten years ? It is more cleared,
and more people have settled in it. , , .
298. There are a number of people leaving the district and going further north to settle what is the 
reason for that ? To got land ; but with the extension of the railway there will be a lot ot land available
in Gerringong and at Berry’s Estate. . „ , 0
299. As far as the railway has gone, has it passed through the best portion of the district or olhcriuse .
It certainly lias not. ' _
300. Wiirthe extension serve a larger population ? It will. ' _
301. Can you state the value of land during the last ten years ? From £20 to £50 per acre.
302. And what is the rent ? From 25s. to 80s. per acre. , .
303. Can you say whether any alteration in the route of the proposed extension would afford, better 
facilities ? I do not think it would ho possible. The present is the best for the general public.
304. Are you of opinion that the construction would pay interest on the outlay? I believe it would.
305. Do you think there would be an increased settlement by the extension going further south .
Undoubtedly. . . .
306. Is there a large quantity of Government land unalienated in the Shoalhaven district.
307. It is said that there are‘40,000 acres of Government land there ? ' xT'" x"’
tain, between this and Bobertson.
808. What sort of land is it? More coal land than anything else. _
309. And would it be increased in value by the extension of the railway ? Undoubtedly.

Not much, 
at is on the top of the mo un-

Henry Whittingham, Esq., bank manager, sworn, and examined:—
H. 310. Chairman.'] What is your occupation ? Manager of the E.S. & A.C. Bank.

WhiUingham.Sll. How long have you held that position? Tor the last eleven years. .
Esq. 3X2. Do you know of the position of the people ? Generally, the commercial position ot the people is 

^ -\ gound. I give that as my opinion from a connection with the district for about thirty years, and 1 can
25 Jan., 1800. bear testimony that the district is one of the most solvent and prosperous portions of the .Colony. _

313. How many branch banks are there in Kiama ? Four ; one in Jamberoo, and two m o-errmgong,
making seven. 1. _ _ ,,
314. Can you say if the farmers generally have deposits at interest to their credit ? I es, there arc a
large number o£ dairy-farmers witli accounts in the banks at interest. All the intelligent and good 
managing freehold and tenant farmers have. _ _
315. As to the general body of farmers—are they in a good position ? Yes. I have held my present 
position for eleven years, and have not lost a penny during that time.

. 316. Then you think that the people are as a rule prosperous ? Yes.
317. Have'you examined the line? I know it thoroughly.
318. Is all the land good dairying land? Yes—no bad land until you get to the near bank ot the
Shoalhaven Biver. _ „ . . 0.
d!9. What is its value and rent per acre? The value is about £30, and the rent ot the best land ous.
320. What is the general opinion of the proposed route ? The general opinion is that it is a good one. 
There have never been any large organizations against the route. The people have always been favourable
to the Government proposals. . . .
321. Will the line run through your bank? No; it will come pretty close to it, but will not mterlcro
with the building. i o -n n
322. Do you think that the construction of the line into town would increase the trade ? It will. Uur
trade in poultry and eggs is nothing to what it is on the continent of Europe. _
323. Has the construction of the line to the present terminus increased the value of property m Kiama .
Yes ; people are not inclined to sell. There is not much building going on, because people are m doubt
as to where to build. _ i • o »i j.
324. Can you give us any idea of the value of land in the street where your bank is . About £_0 per 
foot. One lot was sold some time iircviously to the advent oi the railway at £12 or £14 per foot.
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325. Looking at it as a commercial man, and one holding an important position, do you think the line , H. 
would be a good national investment and a paying thing for the Colony ? I do. Whittingham,
32G. Mr. O’Sullivan.] From your evidence I take it that your people are very solvent ? Tes. . '
327. Are mortgages unknown here P ]\To. A man might buy a farm for £3,000, and be only able to pay os tan ihqo
£1,500. _ But there is no difficulty in obtaining advances. Jan., isdu. ,
328. With regard to the railway, can you say, as a business man, that it is likely to pay interest on the '
construction to Bomaderry ? Yes; it would pay working expenses from the start, and in twelve months’ 1
time, more.

_ Samuel Smith Wells, Esq., surveyor and civil engineer, sworn, and examined :—
329. Chairman.] What is your occupation ? Surveyor and civil engineer. q w it
330. Do you live in the district? Tes; I have done so for the last two or three years. I was one of the ‘ j;sq e 8’ 
surveyors who pegged the railway from here to Jervis Bay, and can only speak of that route.
331. Dr. Carran.] Tou are aware that some heavy and expensive work” must be done for 4 or 5 miles to 25 Jua., 1880. 
get out of Kiama ? Tes.
332. Have you been right on to Jervis Bay ? Tes, I worked from Nowra to the coast.
333. What was the country like there through which you passed.—Would it be equally easy to go to the 
south and make the line ? No, you must go east to get the level country.
334. Tou are familiar with these surveys right through to Nowra—you do not know of any better'route ?
No, I do not. "
335. If we took the line to Jamberoo, would it be a saving in the price ? It was not worth while taking 
it that route. &
336. Do you know anything of the Jervis Bay route ? Tes, it is all timber and scrub, but would be 
good for agricultural or dairy purposes. There is very little population at Jervis Bay.
337. Have you any knowledge of the coal measures ? Tes.
338. Have you any interest in them ? I take no interest in them. .
339. Do you think the construction of the railway wmuld be likely to lead to settlement ? Tes.
340. Mr. O’ Sullivan.'] Is the land around Jervis Bay reserved ? No.
341. Is it fit to settle on ? Tes. There is a private town there—Huskisson—called South Huskisson 
and a Grovernment township called North Huskisson.
342. Why has the land not been settled on ? Eor this reason—you cannot get there.
343. I understand there is a splendid harbour at Jervis Bay ? So there is. "
344. Have you had considerable experience in the profession ? Tes, in Wellington New Zealand
345. Is there great engineering difficulties there ? Tes ; the North Island is very rouo-h. ’
346. Are there any difficulties on the present line to compare with those of New Zealand ? No.
347. Chairman.] Can you say whether the construction of the railway from this district to Jervis Bay
would be a profitable investment ? It would. J
348. And pay working expenses and the cost of construction P Tes. '

^ Mr. Alexander Campbell, farmer and auctioneer, sworn, and examined
349. Dr. Garran.] What is your name ? Alexander Campbell.
350. And your occupation ? Farmer and general auctioneer.
351. How long have you been in the district ? I was born in it.
352. Do you corroborate the evidence given by previous witnesses as to the value of the land ? Well
yes; the profits of the land have increased, and for one farmer that leaves there are anv amount of appli
cations to fall the farm, and it usually happens that a higher price is obtained for it. ” 1
or'h ml 6 P0PuIatl011 011 tIle land leasehold or freehold ? The majority is leasehold
advantage6 ^ ^ advar'ta£'e derived ^ the leaseholders of the land, is there ? Some use it to the best

355. Does the tenant make his own improvements? Not always.
I56' ^ JouJthi°kthatthe-0Peninsof the railwaJ kas quickened the industry of the district? Tes 
through the starting of factories and the railway opening, farmers have more time to work upon their farms’ 
and raise higher values. 1
357. And you think the farmers have given that time to their farms ? Tes.
oso ^eU they have ??* only g°t1,10 time, but have found out how to use it to their advantage ? Yes
359. Do you agree with a previous witness that improved methods of agriculture and improved soil would
nu produce of the district P 1 es ; there is room for improved agriculture. Hitherto the farmer
only studied growing fodder for his cattle ; but by this means they have been able to get a good production 
and under the factory system all the butter is extracted from their milk, while under the old system it 
was not. ^
360. Do you sell dairy cows ? Tes.
36L. breed are tbe cattle here? They are what is known as the] Illawarra breed, a cross between
do not S Aey c^ntTmproved7 1)6611 ^ to a ^ state of Perfection, and I

362. What are they worth ? From £8 to £10 per head.
363. What is the grass in the district ? Eye, couch, and clover.
364. Is there no native grass ? Very little.
365. Do you find anything better than clover and rye-grass ? No.
366. Have you noticed since the railway opened that a stimulus has been given to production P I
believe it has ; but the railway at present has only put the thin edge of thejwedge in as it were in that 
direction. It has not reached the most productive parts. b - “ tftat
367. You are aware, as a farmer, that butter has been 
been sending to the home market.

manufacture.
370. Will cows give good butter if fed on hay ?

90 (»)—b
No.

371,

Mr.
A Campbell. 

25 Jan., 18E0-

going to the London market? Tes; we have

as that sent from Victoria ? Tes, we obtain a368. Is the butter sent from here as much appreciated 
better price for our butter.
369. What do you attribute that to? To the fact that we are ahead of Victoria in the process of

4
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A n^r' l u ®° you ttie succulent herliage of this district will give better butter than.bay ? Tes.
A .^Campbell. 372. Having got a market for your produce in London, you expect to get rid of your surplus in that 
25Janl890 Wa^ ’—^0-U n0^ t^le Sicbmond Eiver will injure you ? I do not think so, because the Eichmond

. ■’ ‘ Eiver butter would be inferior to ours in the summer months.
373. Then you do not think that the young men who went to that district from here will be able to 
injure you in that respect ? No.
374. Do you believe the section to Nowra will pay ? I believe it will pay better than any other portion, 
as there are various sources of revenue likely to be developed.
375. Then the line only runs to the edge of the rich district, and requires to go further? Yes.
376. Do you know anything of the district further south ? I have travelled to Nowra, and been to Jervis 
Bay. The whole district is rich, and large blocks of the Berry Estate are lying idle which, I expect, will 
before long either be sold or leased, and make room for population.
377. The railway will be practicable to nearly all the settlers on that property—is that so ? Yes-

1 378. Do you think the river will compete with the railway? I do not think so.
379. Do you think they will send their produce 10 miles to the railway ? Yes.
3S0. How far will butter carry ? Almost any distance, if carefully handled.
381. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] I understood you to say your cattle were mostly one breed ? It is hard to define
the breed, but they are known as the Illawarra breed. They are a cross breed, and have been worked 
up to a high standard. Some of them give a very high yield of milk—as much as 7 and 8 gallons per day ; 
but that is with a high pressure or special feeding. .
382. What is a good average for a cow of an ordinary herd ? About 3 gallons.
383. Do you mean to say that all the cows in the district could yield 12 quarts of milk per day, and that, if 
a man owned 100 of that breed of cows ho would get 300 gallons of milk per day from them ? Yes, I 
have known cows to make that average.
384. I presume you are acquainted with the Jervis Bay district—can you tell wrhy it is not settled in?
The land between the Bay and Nowra is not very well adapted for dairying, but more for growing crops 
and fruit—fruit grew excellently at Tomerong. -
385. Is the land there reserved ? There is a portion reserved for timber, but, when the railway goes 
there and the timber is cut down, it will bo available for other purposes.
386. The coal measures— do you know anything of them ; and are there any other minerals in that dis
trict ; I believe it is the best of coal; and the gold mines are valuable. They are nearly west to 
Nowra, and paying. Coal is found all along the mountains for a very considerable distance. At Yalwal, 
where the gold is, the stone is there in a large quarry, and yields about 2 oz. to the ton.
387. Are there any other mines there ? There are several there.
388. How many miners do you think there are engaged there at a time ? I could not say.
389. Is the Shoalhaven district well adapted for agricultural purposes ? Yes, the greater portion of it.
390. Chairman^] Have you examined the route ? Yes, I have been all along it.
391. Are you of opinion that it is the best route that can be adopted for the extension? Yes; the 
eastern route as surveyed is the most advantageous. If the western route was taken, the people on the 
eastern side would stick to the water traffic ; whereas, by the eastern route, all the western traffic would be 
secured, as people must go to the east to get export; and, if run to the west, nrobably all the traffic

.’ between that point and the last would be lost.
392. Do you know of any better route for bringing the line into the town of Kiama ? I do not.

MONBAT, 27 JANUART, 1889.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Kiama, at 10 a.m.

IJrmrtt:—
The Honorable EBEDEEICK THOMAS HTJMPHEBY (Chairman). 

Edward William O’Sullivan, Esq. | John Hurley, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Kiama to Nowra.

Mr. Hubert Keon, shipping agent, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. H. Keon. 393. Mr. Hurley.] What are you ? I am shipping agent for the Illawarra Steam Navigation Company.

r---- -—x 394. How long have you been here ? Seven years at Kiama. _
27 Jan., 1890. 395. Are you well conversant with the various products of the district ? Yes.

396. Can you give us any idea as to the outward and inward freight receivable by your Company ? I am 
only a paid servant of "the Company, and I think that that information is their property. If I am 
compelled to answer, I suppose I must do so, but you could get that information from the head office in 
Sydney.
397. Then, you think there would be an objection on the part of ^ the Company to making public their 
earnings or their outward and inward freight in connection with this port ? I should think so.
398. You think it would be a breach of faith on your part to give such information? I think it would. 
I would not take upon myself that responsibility.
399. What is the freight charged between here and Sydney by your Company ? I will hand in a list of 
our charges. They are starvation rates.
400. Are these your regular charges, or only for large consignments ? These are the standard rates.
401. Since the opening of the railway have you-made any material difference in your charges ? Yes. 
You will see by the lists that we have reduced the fare, formerly 10s., to 5s. per ton. Our charge for 
maize, pollard, flour, bran, &c., is 5s. per ton—the railway charge is 7s. 2d.
402. xVnd the passenger fares and the charges on other goods have been similarly reduced ? Yes. The
passenger rate is 7s. 6d., and 4s. 6d. steerage. _
403. Are these the charges which have been in existence ever since you have been in the employment of 
the Company? No; 15s. 6d. was the cabin fare formerly, but we used to provide meals. We do not 
provide meals now. The passengers have to pay for them.

404.
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It was 10 per cent. I am not a share- 

No. As far as I can make out they

404. Then you look upon the railway as materially affecting the returns of the company ? It has taken ^r- H. Keon.
away all the passenger traffic. It is only lovers of the sea who travel by steamer now, or persons who are ,y— 
sending stock. Jan,»1890•
405. Do you give greater facilities now for the carriage of goods than you did formerly ? No.
406. Do you take more care in regard to the carriage of butter ? No ; we have always tried to look after
the interests of the company by attending to things as fairly as possible. •
407. Have you any knowledge of the district generally outside the port ? It is only a dairying district.
There is no produce. We occasionally have a few bags of potatoes.
408. Do you carry stone ? No, that is done by sailing boats. It would not pay to carry stone in the 
boats that we have.

■409. Is your company likely to continue in opposition to the railway? Well, I am only an employe. I 
do not know. We have four boats a week running here, and I fancy it would not pay if the boats did not 
make trips to the south, and pay flying visits to Kiama. _
410. Tour company is an incorporated public company ? Tes.

' 411.' Could you give any idea of the amount of the last dividend ? 
holder. I did not take particular notice.

.412. Have you seen a balance-sheet of the company’s business ? 
did earn that dividend. It was paid, and a small balance brought forward.
413. Is that attributable to adverse circumstances—loss in connection with the steamers? There is no 
passenger trade.
414. Looking at it from a capitalist’s point of view, would you say that the carrying trade by water 
between here and Sydney would be a safe investment ? By altering the class of boats it might be made 
to pay, but the trade would have to be worked very economically.
415. Water carriage is looked upon as cheaper than carriage by rail, is it not? It is about one-third less 
all round than railway carriage. There is at least a difference of £1 per ton in a great many articles.
What we carry for 10s. costs 30s. by rail.
416. Therefore the company will always be able to compete with the trains if that is kept up ? Tes ;
.but if the railway authorities alter their tariff so as to crush private enterprise they will soon do it.
417. Do you pay any dock charges here? No, we have not paid any for some years. We pay the 
ordinary town rates. <
418. Do you pay any harbour dues? No, they were knocked off by Mr. Watson.
419. Do you think your boats could stand a tax in the shape of harbour dues ? Well, scarcely.
420. Has not this port been created for the benefit and advantage of shipowners? I suppose it was.
The dock was supposed to be a fine one, and it was opened with great eclat. '
421. Could you give us any idea of the amount of the traffic per week or month ? I could not, because 
we charge by package. Tou can get the information from the head office.
422. Can you give us any idea as to the amount receivable per quarter from the passenger traffic ? The 
fares are collected on board by the mate. I should say that it is nil compared with what it has been.
There would not be an average of three.
423. As a servant of the company do you know whether the traffic is likely to be remunerative ? I am 
not in a position to state. <
424. Do you do any work on behalf of the Government ? No.
425. To'u receive no allowance for anything that you do in connection with the shipping? No.
426. Is there anyone who represents the Government ? There is the harbour master, who is also a pilot
and light-keeper. ■ ’
427. Can you give us any idea as to the most suitable place for a railway station at Kiama ? I think that 
the best place would be the fig-tree, here, near the Council Chambers.
428. Tou think that that site would suit the people of Kiama and Jamberoo ? I scarcely think that it 
would' suit the people of Jamberoo. They want a line to themselves.
429. Why do you express that opinion ? Everyone likes to have a railway at his own door. It is to save 
the land carriage.
430. ' Do you think it would be inconvenient for the people if the station were placed some distance to the
south? If it was it might be out of the .way. I think that the next best site is where the Chinaman’s 
garden is. ' • ' ■
,431. Have you any property on the route of the proposed line ? It skirts my property ; the mark is on 
the fence.
432. Do you think that the construction of the line to the town will be an advantage to the people ?. It
will be more or less convenient, but it will make no difference in the travelling, no more than the removal 
of the railway station from Kedfern to Hyde Park would. It would not induce more people to travel 
from the country to the town. The station is in a convenient position where it is ; we can get out to it 
for 6d. ■
433. Do you know anything about the route which embraces Jamberoo ? No.
434. Have you taken any part in the controversies which have taken place as between Kiama and 
Jamberoo? No.
.435. Tou do not know the reasons why the Jamberoo route has been advocated as 
route ? A little jealousy as regards business. Jamberoo was to be the southern city.
436. Do you hold any decided opinion as to the suitableness of one site or the other ?
Jamberoo mountains are full of coal which is going to be developed. ’
437. Do you know of any coal within a radius of 20 miles of this place ? No.
438. Mr. O' Sullivan;.'] Tour company is the Illawarra S.N. Co. ? Tes.
439. Are they the only company regularly trading here ? The only company. Other boats occasionally 
call in.
440. Tour company did a lucrative trade here? Tes, a splendid trade.
441. I presume that the railway has reduced it ? It has reduced our freights from 10s. to 5s. a ton in 
many cases. On all heavy goods we get nearly the same amount of freight as formerly. The railway has 
made a difference with regard to the carriage of goods through from Newcastle, Gundagai, and other 
towns. The freights come by rail right through to Kiama. Eormerly they were shipped from Sydney.
442. Tou say that. you. get almost the same amount of traffic, but the receipts, ate lessened because the
rates are reduced ? Tes. 443,

against the Kiama 

They say that the
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Mr. H. Keon. 443. D0 y0U carry many oysters? Xone from here.
f 444. Do you carry any pigs or other live-stock ? Not a great number. They principally bring pigs down

27 Jan., 1890. from Sydney. The railway and the boats divide that traffic.
445. Do your steamers go to Shoalhaven ? Yes, to Wollongong, Kiama, and Shoalhaven twice a week.
446. I suppose you get the larger proportion of your produce from the Shoalhaven district? I am not 
acquainted with that trade. We have opposition there. Two boats are running in connection with 
the Berry Estate.
447. How far down the coast do the steamers run ? To Eden.
448. And touch at every port ? Yes.

' 449. I suppose it would not pay to run steamers to Kiama alone ? In my opinion, it would not.
450. And if the railway goes to Shoalhaven your company will still continue their trade down the coast ? 
I should think so. I do not think it will materially affect them ; the charges are so low now.
451. You cannot tell us the tonnage which your steamers carry to Kiama ? I should not like to divulge 
that. The information can be got from Sydney.
452. Chairman.~] I suppose the inhabitants of the district are very largely benefited by the reduction of 
the charges which has taken place since the opening of the railway ? They get the benefit of it.
453. What was the freight on butter to Sydney before the opening of the railway? It was Is. 6d. and 2s. 
a keg.
454. What is the present freight? It varies from 9d. to Is. a keg.
455. Has there been any alteration of the freight as far as Shoalhaven ? No.
456. Then the rates for both passengers and goods to Shoalhaven are the same as they were before the 
opening of the railway to Kiama ? I think so ; 22s. 6d. was the passenger rate then.
457. Would not the people of the district be benefited by a railway between the present terminus and
Shoalhaven to the same extent that the people of Kiama have been benefited by the opening of the existing 
railway ;—they would benefit in proportion by the reduction of freights, would they not ? Yes; 
passengers—but there is a port at G-erringong, and the principal goods are put out there by some of the 
boats. ’
458. Assuming that the railway is to be constructed as far as Shoalhaven, would not the people there be 
benefited in the same proportion by the reduction of rates as they have been here ? I should think so.
459. Steamers would have to reduce fares and freights ? Yes ; but it would bo only those near the 
terminus that would be benefited, because when they have to carry goods any distance it does away with 
the benefit. Water carriage is cheaper than train carriage.
460. There has been a reduction in the steamer fares and freights since the opening of the railway to 
Kiama ? Yes.
461. Do you not think the people would be benefited by the reduction in steamer freights ? It would do 
away with coaches that carry passengers now ; we get no passengers now.
462. The goods traffic is not served by coaches, is it ? There are teamsters who carry the traffic.
463. I am speaking of steamer freights ;—if a railway were made to Shoalhaven would there be a reduc
tion in fares and ireights to that place similar to the fares to Kiama ? The company would certainly cut 
under the price ; if necessary they would try for it.
464. What is the present passenger fare to Shoalhaven ? 22s. 6d., I think, but the fares are always
collected on board.
465. Was that the rate before the opening of the railway to Kiama ? I think it was.
466. Then there has been no reduction in passenger fares to Shoalhaven and ITiladula? We had it 
published in the papers, I really cannot tell.
467. Did you say in answer to Mr. Hurley that the extension of the railway would not lead to any increase 
in the passenger or goods traffic ? Yes, i do not see that it could as this is only a dairying district, and is 
fully stocked.
468. It has been stated in the evidence that the existing railway only taps the edge of a productive 
district, and that if it were extended to the Shoalhaven Bivor it would serve a large population and the 
traffic would be very greatly increased, is that your opinion, or do you adhere to the opinion you have 
expressed? I adhere to my former opinion, you get all the passengers now that travel,, and it would be 
very easy to calculate the mileage by train on to Shoalhaven.
469. Do you not think there would be a large quantity of milk sent to Sydney by the dairy farmers 
occupying land between Sydney and Shoalhaven ? No, I think Sydney is particularly well supplied from 
the north of Kiama.
470. You do not think there would be any increase ? They will send in milk if it pays better than butter.
471. Do you think that the butter between Kiama and the Shoalhaven Kiver would still be sent by water 
if the railway was made ? I think so. Water carriage is much cooler than railway carriage and it is 
equally convenient. It is a matter of economy.
472. Then it is your opinion that the extension of the railway would be of no benefit whatever to the 
people residing beyond Kiama? Yes, to travelling passengers it will do away with coaching and save 
time and expense.
473. Do you wish to make any further statement ? I should think it would be fair to tax the districts 
through which the railway runs. There ought to be a tax towards the cost of the railway levied as a 
guarantee that the railway will pay working expenses and interest on the capital expended.
474. Mr. HurleyYou think that if a land tax were levied when the railway is constructed that that
would be a good thing ? Tax the district that would be benefited by it. ’
475. Would you be benefited by the railway ? I should be willing to pay my share.
476. Chairman.^ lrour opinion is that the railways of the Colony should be constructed out of the 
proceeds of a direct tax per head of the population benefited by them ? A tax should be levied on the 
value of the land until the railways pay for themselves.
477. Mr O’ Sullivan.\rou think they ought to pay it, because they are benefited by the railways ? Yes,
and the value of the land is increased by the railway. * '
478. Do you not think that your company ought to pay for the basin hero which they use for nothing ? 
It is made for the convenience of the public.
479. Mr, Hurley.'] Did not the company reduce the rqtes an4 fares between Kiaipa apd Sydney after the
railway was opened ? Yps, pf course, ‘ •
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480. Have the rates been reduced to ports soutli of Kiama ?
481. The company hold a practical monopoly, do they not ? 
but they have caved in. I do not think our charges are exorbitant.
482. "Will your charges be reduced if the railway is extended to Shoalhaven ? 
will try to keep the trade.

Ho. There may be a reduction.
Other companies tried to compete with us,

Mr. H. Keon. 

27 Jan., 1890.
Certainly; the company

Andrew Nelson, Esq., Mayor of G-erringong, and dairy-farmer, sworn, and examined:—
483. Mr. O'Sullivan.'] What are you ? A dairy-farmer.
484. AVhere do you reside P At Gerringong.
485. How far distant is that from Kiama? I reside about GJ miles from here.
486. Do you hold any public position? Tes ; I am Mayor of G-erringong.
487. Have you been a long time in the district ? About thirty-three years.
488. Do the people of G-erringong get their goods from Kiama ? They do when the steamer does not
call at Gerringong. •
489. In fine weather they get their goods by the steamers? Tes.
490. Are the steamers always able to run there in fine weather? Tes.
491. And do the people of Gerringong send their produce to Sydney by steamer ? Tes.
492. What does that produce consist of? Butter, bacon, eggs, potatoes, and maize.
493. Do you send any milk to Sydney ? We have not done so yet.
494. Do you think that if the railway went by way of Gerringong it would take the trade that now goes by 
steamer ? I think it would take all of it.
495. I presume it would also lead to the extension of the milk trade by enabling the people to send their
milk to Sydney ? Tes, I am sure it would. -
496. Is there any land there open for settlement? Tes, and it will be settled if the railway goes there.
497. Will it go through any reserves or large properties? It will go through the property of the late
Mr. Berry, between Gerringong and Nowra. - ‘ ■
498. What is the name of that estate ? The Coolangatta estate.
499. Are the people of Gerringong inclined to support the railway if it goes that way ? I believe 
they are.
500. I presume that they would prefer a railway to the steamers ? Tes.
501. And they wmuld be likely to get their stores from Sydney by rail ? Tes. <
502. What is the population of Gerringong ? I could hardly tell you.
503. Is it 600? Bully that. I should think there are 1,400 people in the municipal district.
504. Before you get to Berry, are there any other places ? Tes, Broughton Tillage.
505. Where do your mails run to from Gerringong? One goes to Eoxground, and another to Berry.
506. Do you not run a mail down to Greenwell Point? Not from Gerringong.
507. Are there no other populous places along the coast or in the back towards the mountains ? No.
508. Those are the only places that the railway would be likely to serve ? Tes.
509. Is there a good site for a station near Gerringong ? A very good site, I believe.
510. Is the country pretty level between here and Shoalhaven ? Tes ; it is level all the way from Mount 
Pleasant.
511. Is there no trade done in timber down there ? There would be if they had a railway line.
512. Is there no oyster-culture there ? I think not.
513. Then if a railway went past Gerringong it would have to depend for its trade upon the dairy produce 
of the district ? Tes, but coal-mines might be opened up.
514. How far from the coast? About 3 miles.
515. Are there any other minerals down there ? No. . ■
516. No diggings ? None.
517. Mr. Hurley.] Are the farmers in your district freeholders or leaseholders ? They are both.
518. Are leaseholders or freeholders occupying the larger area? On Mr. Berry’s estate they are all 
leaseholders.
519. Can you give us any idea of the rent they pay ? They pay different rents, I think. .
520. Could you strike an average ? I should think the average of that estate will be 15s. per acre.
521. Tou say the population of the district would be immensely benefited by the construction, of a line
of railway there ? 1 believe it would.
522. They will take advantage of it to trade with Sydney, which they cannot always do now' ? Tes.
523. Can you give us any idea of the revenue of your municipality ? Our rates are about £450 a year, ,
524. Has property increased in value there since the proposal to make a railway became talked about ? 
I suppose it has. There has been none put up for auction lately.
525. Chairman.] Can you speak as to the character of the land along the line between Kiama and
Shoalhaven ? It is good agricultural land from Kiama to Nowra. •
526. Is there a very large area of land occupied between Kiama and the Shoalhaven, Biver ? Tes ; I have
the figures. The area under cultivated grass is 62,343 acres. The number of stock—cattle, 27,308 ; horges, 
2,554 ; pigs, 6,942. .
527. Might the produce of the district be regarded as of a perishable character ? Butter certainly is,
528. "Would it not be a great advantage to have quick transit to Sydney ? Tes.
529. Have you examined the route of the proposed extension? 1 have not been along the route, but I
have seen which way it goes. . .
530. Could you say that the line if constructed as proposed would best serve the district between Kiam^ 
and Shoalhaven ? Tes, I think it is about the best route.
531. Could you suggest any alteration that would be an improvement ? No, except that the line mighi^ 
run closer to the Gerringong township.
532. W ould it be more beneficial to the producers of the district if it did ? Ido not know that it would,
533. The agent of the Illawarra Steam Navigation Company expressed the opinion that the extension of 
the railway would not lead to any increase in the amount of traffic, or in the number of passengers;—da 
you support that opinion ? No ; my opinion is that it will increase the goods traffic.
534. Have yqq considered whether the railway would pay the interest ou the cost of construction and the 
wprjyng expends ? If it pays gt present, I think it will pay still better wrheu it goes furthpjr south. '

' ' ' ............... .................... 535,'

A. Nelson,
Esq.

27 Jan., 1890.
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Mr. J. A. 
M'Lean.

. A. Ndson, 535. Do you think it will be entering a better district? Ido. '
Ea<1' 536. Do you desire to make any further statements ? No.

tV Tonn 537. You are favourable to the extension of the railway line? Yes; I think it would be a great benefit to
dan.. xo«7v« .i i* ■ ■ i

the district. .
538. Mr. Hurley7\ Can you give us any reason why agriculture has been practically abandoned for a con
siderable number of years in this district ? Growing wlieat was a failure in consequence of rust.
539. Do you import large quantities of potatoes and grain? We do.

. 540. Can you say why these products are not grown in a district where the soil is so good for agriculture ?
' I do not know, except that dairying pays better than cultivation.

541. But if you put the rent down at £2 an acre, would not agriculture pay better ? I believe, with
i. , better means of transit, we should have more cultivation.

542. Is it not a fact that your young men have not been brought up to agriculture, and that you have to 
import all the produce that you require for the cattle ? We do not import all, but we import some.
543. Are there any minerals in this district ? I do not know, except that I have heard that there is coal 
in the mountains.

. 544. Does the railway pass through any land owned by you? No; it runs near a piece of property of
mine, but not through it. _________________ __________

Mr. John Alex. M'Lean, railway station-master, sworn, and examined :—
545. Chairman.} What is your occupation ? Station Master at Kiama.
546. How long have you been here r A year and eleven months.

_ T 547. Then you came here in February, 1888 ? Yes.
27 Jan-’1890- 548. The railway to Kiama was open then ? No ; at that time only a section of it—from here to Clifton.

549. How long is it since the line was opened right through from Sydney to Kiama ? It was opened 
through from Sydney to Kiama on the 3rd October, 1888.
550. Can you say whether there has been a great expansion of traffic by the railway since the line was 
opened right through to Sydney ? Yes, there has been a very great increase in the traffic.
551. Could you state what the traffic was between February, 1888, and October, when the through traffic 
commenced. I wish you to make a distinction between the traffic on the railway before and since ? For 
the six months before the opening of the line the revenue amounted to £705 12s. from all sources. For 
the six months after the opening of the line through to Sydney the revenue from all sources amounted 
to £4,347 8s. lOd.
552. And what is the amount for the last six months ? £5,239 11s. Id.
553. Has there been an appreciable and continual increase ? Yes, it is continually increasing; the last
month was the best month we have experienced since the line was opened...........................
554. Are you carrying much butter now ? Yes, the produce of three factories in this district.
555. Does the milk traffic vary a good deal.—could you state the quantity in gallons that goes from here ? 
At present two vans go from here daily—one in the morning, and one in the evening.
556. Can you state the quantity in gallons ? No.
557. Do you know the district between Kiama and Shoalhaven ? Yes. _
558. Are you prepared to express an opinion, as to whether in the event of the railway being extended to 
Shoalhaven Kiver, there will be a probable increase in the passenger traffic ? I feel confident that there 
will be a substantial increase. I believe that at the port ot Gerringong the railway will secure the whole 
of the traffic, because the boats are running very irregularly. In stormy weather the steamers very often 
cannot get in. The people are strongly in favour of a railway, and from inquiries which I have made, I 
feel sure that they will send the whole of their goods by the railway.
559. Do you think that there will be such a return upon the cost of the line as to justify the Govern
ment in constructing it ? I do. __ .... .
560. I ask you as station-master, speaking in your public capacity, if you think it justifiable, having 
regard to the cost, to carry out the proposed line ? I do. I think it is desirable to extend the railwray.
561. Mr. Hurley.} You think that the returns will justify it ? I do. _ _ _
562. Have you formed any opinion as to the most suitable site for a railway station at Kin in;; ? My 
opinion is that the most suitable site is in front of Teralong-street, if there are no engineering difficulties. 
563: Do you think that that would meet all the requirements of the district ? In the event of the railway 
being carried further, I think it would be a good central position as regards Jamberoo, and it would be' 
near the stone quarries.
564. Mr. O'Sullivan.} At the present time, does any produce from the Shoalhaven district come to your 
station ? No.
565. Chairman.} You think that the figures which you have given us may be regarded as accurate ? Yes ; 
they are taken from the books at the station.
566. The actual revenue then for the past twelve months has amounted to about £10,000 ? Yes.

S. S Wells, 
Esq.

Samuel Smith Wells, Esq., surveyor and civil engineer, sworn, and further examined 
567. Mr. Hurley.} You have paid attention to the question of the choice of a site for a railway-station at
Kiaina ? Yes. . n j •
568. Would you give us any idea as to the reason why you think the site you have selected is most

27 Jan., 1890. p According to the permanent line which I staked, the railway would cross the present road mi
a level, but after Mr. Wright came he thought that by putting an overhead bridge it could do away with 
the station where I proposed to put it, but I believed he could not carry out his intention; therefore, as 
the railway will have to cross on a level, I thought it could be put in front of Teralong-street, and I 
shall be able to point out whv- Shoalhaven-strcet’to the north of the church might be closed, and the 
traffic diverted along Collins-streot; then I think there would be sufficient space from the mouth of the 
tunnel to the eastern side of Shoalhaven-street. This is a suggestion of mine.
569. Would the'site pointed out by you be of general public convenience and also on Crown land ? Yes,

' and would intercept the traffic from Jamberoo. Thinking ovor the matter yesterday, I thought, were it
passible to put a station there, it would be suitable to all parties concerned.
570. You had formed ah opinion that the most suitable place for a railway-station would be between
Manning-street and Shoalhaven-street ? Yes, originally. ■ ' 571,
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571. Now you think the railway station should he near Shoalhaven-street and Collins-street ? I was'of that S. S. Wells,
opinion, hut after examining the place I have changed my mind. ' . 'Es<h
572. Tou hold the opinion that if the station could have been there, the public convenience would have
been served, and the site would have been a more central one ? Tes ; if we had sufficient space between an‘’ ' 
Collins-street and Shoalhaven-street. ■
573. Will you tell us where you now think would be the most suitable place for the construction of a 
railway station ? What we term Chinaman’s Garden.
574. Have you taken into consideration that there would have to be large goods-sheds P Tes; we should
have to make an arrangement for the accommodation of future traffic, so that there would only be one 
expense. '
575. Can you give us any opinion in regard to the route spoken of, by Jamberoo, as against that via
Kiama to Nowra? I think I gave that the• other day ; since then I have seen a plan, and I think the 
Jamberoo line would be a most expensive one. It is altogether out of the question. Th;efe would.have 
to be a tunnel, 2v miles long, and a very steep gradient. It would be ridiculous to entertain the idea at 
all. I may add that Mr. Wright has made several diversions which will reduce the cost of the line con
siderably, and I do not think that the cost can be reduced any further, and I think that the line is now 
laid out in the best possible way. • ' .'
576. Tou favour the Kiama route as against the Jamberoo route because it will be less costly ? Tes, and
it will meet all the requirements of the district. ■

Mr. Kobert Miller, dairy-farmer, sworn, and examined:—
577. Chairman^ What is your occupation ? Dairy-farmer. Mr.E. Miller,
578. Are you a landed proprietor ? Tes. . ■
579. How long have you lived in the district ? I have been here since 1838—fifty-one years. 27 Jan., I89tt

Have you examined the route of the proposed extension? Only in a casual way. I know it by
riding along the road.
581. Do you think it will be the best to serve the district through which it will pass ? I do.
582. Do you desire to make any statement as to any alteration of the route ? None whateA-er.
583. Are you perfectly satisfied with it ? I should have been more satisfied if it had not gone through my
property ; but I believe it will in the public interest. I have heard the opinions of surveyors on the 
subject, and I believe that the route is the best they can get. !
584. How many acres of your land will it take ? It depends upon the width that it is from where it crosses ' 
the main road till it intersects the by-road behind my place.
585. Do you think it will necessitate the resumption of 5 acres of your land ? Tes.
586. Will you inform the Sectional Committee what is your opinion as to the quality of the land- and 
tne area ? I cannot give the area. The land, generally speaking, is of a very superior character.
587. What is the average rent ? The average .rent between here and Gerringong is 30s. per acre. On 
Mr. Berry’s estate it has been lower up to the present time.
588. Do you think the extension of the railway will be the means of increasing to any appreciable extent 
the goods and passenger traffic ? I believe it will take all the produce of the district, and I believe there 
will be a very large increase in the passenger traffic. The district possesses attractions of a kind which,
I think, will increase the passenger traffic very much, and I am satisfied that all the produce of the 
Gerringong district will go by rail. I am connected with one of the butter factories, and when we cannot 
send the butter away by steamer we send it to Kiama to go by rail. .
589. Do you believe tnat the revenue of the line will cover working expenses in a short time, and pay
interest on cost of construction ? I think so ; more particularly as the passenger traffic will be increased 
to a very large extent. . .
590. Have you any knowledge of the figures as to the cost of construction ? I have not.
591. On what do you base your opinion that the railway will be a profitable one ? The fact that it goes
through a very large producing district, and my belief that there will be a great increase in the passenger 
traffic. On account of the district becoming a holiday resort I believe that the passenger traffic will be 
very greatly increased. .
5Q2. Mr O'Sullivan.'] How many factories have you in your district? There are three-factories in this 
district. .
593. Do you produce bacon ? Tes ; there are two large bacon factories at Gerringong. •
594. Do you manufacture cheese ? Very little.
595. Then this ocean competition is not likely to interfere with the railway ? No; the ocean competition 
from Gerringong would cease entirely.
596. If the railway were taken via Jamberoo and the Saddle-back Mountain, would it lap the district of
Gerringong ? It would not if we had any harbour accommodation, because it would be difficult to get to 
the railway. ■
597. Do you send any milk to Sydney ? Not at present. We are only wishing that we had a-rail way,.so 
that we could send it.
598. It would be as easy then to send milk from Gerringong as it is to send it from Kiama now ? Tes ;
there would only be a difference of a few miles. -
599. Tou have been here fifty-one years ? Tes. .
600. Can you tell us why cultivation failed in the early days ? It was discontinued because we cpuld 
make more out of dairy-farming than from cultivation. The property of my late father was cultivated for 
many years to a large extent. 300 or 400 tons of produce, mostly potatoes, were sent from there every 
year, including quantities of grain. But my father found that dairy-farming paid better, and gave 
up agriculture altogether. I am satisfied that agriculture, as compared with dairy-farming, would be a loss.
601. What are the average profits of a dairy-farm per year ? I cannot give the figures. J ■ •
602. I suppose an acre would run a cow ? Generally speaking, the land does not produce' as'it used' 
to do.
603. What are the returns per year from a cow ? I have not gone into that.
604. Do you know how many quarts of milk a cow would give ? Tes.
605. Can you not calculate how much that would amount to per week or per year? I catonot.

606.
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Mr. R. Miller. G06. In estimating the average profits do they tahe into consideration the time that a cow would be 
—\ dry ? Yes.

27 Jan., 1890. (307. I suppose a cow would give at least 5s. per week—that would amount to £13 per year—and I 
suppose it would cost about one-third of that to keep a cow? No.
608. Can we say that a cow would give a profit of £10 a year ? I should think so.
609. And the average profits of cultivation are about £2 10s. per year ? There has been very little 
cultivation here for years.
610. Had rust anything to do with the giving up of cultivation? I do not think so. It did affect the crops. 
If it were not for rust we might grow grain for our own consumption. "VVe grow food for winter for cattle.
611. Would the estimate I have referred to for a cow be for milk or butter ? For butter at the present 
time. I have no doubt that if the railway were extended the dairy-farmers would make more out of milk 
than they do out of butter.
612. Then it is more than likely that the milk of one cow would bring in £15 a year ? Not that.
613. Would £12 a year be a fair average ? Yes.

Mr. G. 
Somerville.

27^Jamfl890.

Mr. G-eorge Somerville, farmer, sworn, and examined:—
614. Chairman.'] You are a farmer ? Yes.
615. How long have you been in the district ? I have lived in the district about nineteen years, but I 
have known it for thirty years.
616. You desire to make a statement in reference to the subject of this inquiry? Yes. It has been 
stated here that the railway is not likely to benefit the lower end of the district, and that it will not 
increase the traffic. I think quite the contrary. It has been said that the freight of butter from Kiama 
before the advent of the railway was Is. 6d. and 2s. a keg, but I always paid 2s. 6d. a keg before the rail
way was opened. The charge for the carriage by the steamer of the larger kegs, from 100 lb. to 120 lb. 
weight was 2s. 6d.; for kegs weighing 60 lb., 2s. ; for kegs weighing 40 lb., Is. 6d. I paid these rates 
for a long time. At present the charge for the larger kegs is Is. They are all charged for at the same 
rate by water. I may mention that I should prefer to send my butter by rail, but I understand that 
there is a difficulty about getting the butter from the station in Sydney at an early hour. That is the 
reason why I do not send my butter by rail.
617. Mr. hurley.] How far do you live out of Kiama ? 3 miles.
618. Have you a large number of cattle ? I have about 90 head on a farm of 100 acres.
619. Are you connected with any of the Companies ? No.
620. Do you use your own separator ? Yes.
621. Do you think that the extension of the railway will cause a larger population to settle in the 
district ? I do.
622. If the Railway Commissioners were to afford facilities for the delivery of your butter earlier in 
Sydney, would you use the railway instead of sending your produce by the boats ? Yes. I believe that 
butter will arrive in Sydney in a better condition when sent by rail than when sent by steamboat.
623. And you could send milk ? I am rather too far away to send milk. I should prefer to send butter.
624. Do you make cheese ? No. _
625. Do you make bacon ? Only for home consumption. .
626. Do you grow maize ? Only for fodder.
627. The land is more valuable for dairy-farming than for agriculture ? Yes, I find it so. .
628. Have you practised agriculture at all ? Not to any extent. •
629. Do you know the country leading to Nowra? I have only a general knowledge of it.
630. Are there any Government Reserves or any land locked up in the district ? Not close to the route
of the railway this side of Broughton Creek.
631. Do you know of any at the other side of Broughton Creek ? I do not.
632. Do you know anything of the district of Jervis Bay? I do not.
633. Have you any knowledge of the mineral resources of the district ? I. am aware that there are 
extensive coal deposits.
634. Very far from the proposed line ? 6 or 7 miles ; in the Jamberoo Range.
635. Is the coal on Crown land or on private land ? "YVhat I saw was owned by private persons, but it
runs back into Crown land.
636. Will the proposed railway lead to the development of those coal measures ? Yes.
637. What port would the coal owners seek ? They would send the coal by rail from Kiama.
638. Is not the district practically closed against larger settlement on account of land being let to land 
monopolists ? Near Kiama there are no farms to be got.
639. So that the country around here cannot carry a larger population ? Only by subdivision. It would 
increase the population if some of the farms about Kiama were divided into building allotments.
640. What would be a fair average price for the land ? I can hardly say. About the lower end of the 
district land will sell at from £30 to £50 an acre.
641. Do you lease any land yourself ? No.
642. Nor let any? No.
643. Have you any idea as to the most suitable site for a railway station ? Considering the public 
convenience irrespective of engineering difficulties I am in favour of what is called the “ water reserve,” 
a piece of vacant land on the road going towards Pike’s Hill. I believe that that site would be suitable 
for all purposes; but I am told that there are some engineering difficulties in the way.
644. Do you belong to any dairy farmers’ society ? I do not.
645. Can you say whether those who carry on the same business as your own in the district are in a 
sound financial condition ? I believe they are. As a rule people who are industrious can make a good 
living at it.
646. Has ensilage been tried here ? It has been tried by Mr. Dymock.
647. Are there any silos in the district ? No.
648. Do you believe that the construction of the proposed railway would be of great benefit to the 
district ? I do.
649. And that it is likely to be a remunerative investment? Yes.
650. M.r. O' Sullivan.] Where is your farm ? It is situated near Saddleback, to the south-west of the 
town, about 3 miles.
651. Would it pay you to send milk to Sydney ? No, I prefer to make butter. 652,

(



MINUTES or ETIDEXCE—EAILWAT EEOJI KIAMA TO KOAVKA. 17

Go2. Are you aware that there is a greater profit made by the sale of milk than by the production of 
butter ? There is some difference of opinion about that. I think that it pays me better to make butter 
than to sell milk, considering the distance of my farm from the station.
(553. "What is the size of your farm ? 130 acres.
654. How many cows are there on it? About ninety head.
655. "What do you estimate the profits per acre to be ? I could hardly say without going into the 
matter. I should think that taking one season with another a good cow would bring in £8 to £12 a year.
656. That would be clear profit ? JSTo, the working expenses would have to come out of it.
657. Do you take into consideration the time when the cows are dry ? Yes. .
658. And you estimate that the average profit would be about £10 a cow? That would bo with good
keeping. .
659. How much of your farm do you cultivate ? Not any except to grow a few garden products and 
winter food for the cattle.
660. How much do you cultivate for that? About 10 acres.
661. Is that enough to keep the cattle in food? Yes.
662. Mr. HurleyYou say that you live near Saddleback ? Yes.
663. "Would the route t'fa Jamberoo suit you better than the line through Kiama? No, the line through 
Kiama will be the most beneficial to me.
664. You know something of the line surveyed via .Jamberoo ? Yes.
665. Which line would it be the more beneficial to adopt ? The one through Kiama.
666. Chairman.'] I’rom what you know of the proposed line, do you think that a better route could bo 
obtained ? I do not think so.
667. You have no suggestion to make as to any alteration or deviation? No.

Mr. G. 
Somerville.

2fjamTl890.

Mr. William Cocks, storekeeper, sworn, and examined:—
668. Chairman.'] What is your business ? I am a storekeeper. Mr. W.Cocks.
669. Have you been long in the district ? About seven years. ^------
670. Do you know the district through which it is proposed to extend the railway ? I know the district, 27 Jan., 1890. 
but I have not seen the line.
671. What is your opinion of the proposed line ? I think it will be of very great value. It will open up 
splendid country, and in due time it will bring in a good revenue.
672. Are you of opinion that the line outfit to be constructed ? I am of opinion that it ought to be
constructed as quickly as possible. "
673. Do you think that the return from the line will cover the interest on capital, and the cost of working?
It may not for the first year or two, like all other lines. The Western lino was a drawback for a time, 
but it is paying its way now. .
674. Are you aware that the construction of the line will bo very costly ? It will be a costly affair, but it 
is a thing that will have to be done.
675. You are of opinion that the Government will be justified in incurring this expense ? I am.
676. Could you say anything as to the difference to the residents of the district in regard to faros and 
freights which the opening of a line between Kiama to Sydney has made ? The Steamship Company-have 

■ of course reduced their rates to compete with the railway ; but as far as I am concerned, as a storekeeper,
even if the railway rates were only equal to the steamer rates, it wrould not pay me to cart goods from the 
railway unless the terminus were in the town.
677. Would all the goods that you get from Sydney be forwarded to you by rail, if the station were in 
the town? Yes ; unless the rates of carriage by the steamers were reduced.
678. Do you know where the intended site for the station is ? I heard that it was to be on Mr. Hind- 
marsh’s property.
679. Do you think that that would be a convenient position for the townspeople ? I think so.
680. Do you know of any better site for the station ? I do not.
681. Mr. O’Sullivan.] How far out of the town does your trade as a storekeeper extend? As far as 
Gerringong. I go as far as Berry sometimes.
682. How far to the west? To jamberoo.
683. Mr. Hurley.] Do you import any produce ? Yes.
684. Where do you get it from ? Brom Sydney.
685. Do you know why agriculture is not followed in the district? On account of smut I believe. The 
farmers find it cheaper to purchase the grain that they want and to keep cattle.
686. Do you know the difference between the present freight charges and those imposed before the 
railway was made to Kiama? There is a great difference—a reduction of 50 per cent, in some cases.
687. So that the inhabitants have been benefited very much by the railway ? Yes.
688. And if the railway is brought into the town, the traffic will not be carried by the steam-boats ?
A great portion will not, unless a great reduction is made in the freights by the steamship company—it will 
be more convenient for us to get our goods by rail. AVe cannot depend on the steam-boats sometimes.

TUESDAY, 28 JANUARY, 1890.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Nowra, at 10 a.m.

present:—
The Hoxobabue kKEDEKICK THOMAS HITMPIIEKY (Chaimiaa).

Edwaud AYilliam O’Sellivaa-, Esq. | John Htiklet, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Bailway from Kiama to Nowra.

Edward Seccombe, Esq., Mayor of Nowra, sworn, and examined :—
689. Chairman?^ AVhat is your position? I am Mayor of the Municipal District of Nowra.
690. How long have you been there ? Three years.
691. AYere you an Alderman before that ? Yes, for two years. .
692. How long have you been a resident of the town ? Six and a half years.

80(a)—C

E. Seccombe, 
Esq.

28 Jan., 1890.
693.
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B. Seccombe, ggg. Before that where were you residing ? At Ulladulla.
Esq. (394, Are you able to give information as to the progress of this district during the Lime you have been an 

Alderman, and the time that you have been Mayor ? Yes ; more particularly as regards my own 
municipality. _ _ .
G95. Will you make a general statement in regard to the increase in the population, the expenditure on 
private buildings, the area of the land which you know to be subject to taxation, and the revenue it 
produces ? I shall be in order, I presume, in glancing back to show the material progress that has been
made within ten years. _ , ........
696. Yes;—how many municipalities are there on this side of the river? Three this side of the river
ISTumba, Central Shoalhaven, and Nowra. _ _ . -i n
697. Are they within a radius of 5 miles of the proposed railway? The railway will be about 6 miles from
the central points of Numba and Nowra. _ .
698. Will those centres he within a radius of 5 miles of the termination of the proposed line ? Just
about 5 miles. lu 1879 the municipality of Nowra struck their rate on a valuation ot £40,000, and in 
1S8S—ten years later—they struck their rate on a valuation of £100,000. A new assessment will he 
made within the next few weeks for the present year, and in consequence of the very material progress 
that has been made in building and street making, we fully anticipate that next year the valuation will 
he over £140,000. The annual value of rateable property, on which the rate was struck ten years ago, 
was £8,040, and the annual value for this year will be £14,000. _
699. What was the amount of the revenue from the rates for 1879 ? That year we had a deal of assist
ance from the Government—the rate itself hardly reached £230.
700. What was the amount realized five years later ? In 1884 it had only reached £250. At the present 
time it is very close to £500. The total voting strength within the municipality in 1879 was 227—that 
was the number on the rolls. At the present time there are 431 on the rolls. The returns in 1884 show 
the population of the town to be 1,009. The returns for the present time are not complete, but we 
estimate the population at 1,500—that shows an increase in the town of 100 souls per annum for five 
years. We estimate that we have in open and made roads 26i miles, within a radius of 4 miles, costing 
over £20,000. Within the town boundaries we have at present 67 places of business, 3 manufactories, 
183 private residences, and 30 residences that form parts of business establishments. We have 5 churches 
in the town, 4 hotels, and 3 banks. There is one bank in the Municipal District of Central Shoalhaven. 
W^e have 1 public school and 2 private schools. We have 3 wheelwrights’ and smiths’ establishments in 
the town of Nowra. The Municipal Council expended on permanent works in the municipality last year
£1,139 0s. lid. • ... . , . , n ^ _
701. Can you say how much has been expended by private individuals within the last five years.—1 mean 
exclusive of public buildings ? We have had no public buildings erected in the district since my arrival

702. Within the last five years how much has been expended within the town of Nowra on buildings,
exclusive of public buildings ? In 1884 the estimated value of property was £50,000 ; last year, five years 
afterwards, it was £100,000, and evidently the value of property had increased during that period by 
£50,000. . . „
703. Do you know the route of the proposed extension of the railway from Kiama to the ohoalhaven ■
Eiver ? Yes, I have been over it several times. .
704. Do you think that that route will best servo the people settled between those points ? I should
think so—it strikes all the centres of industry. . . .
705. Have you any reason to believe that any alteration of the route would be beneficial to the district ? 
Not within the electorate of Shoalhaven.
708. Do you know the estimated cost of the line ? I have heard it stated. . .
707. Have you any reason to think that the construction of the railway will entail a loss on the country ? 
I am not in'a position to state that exactly. I should hardly think so, judging from the manifest progress 
and prosperity of the district. There are 11,000 people in the district who have to have every necessary 
brought to them, and everything that comes and goes must be carried by some means.. ■
708. Do you think that if the railway were carried out within a reasonable time it would defray the
interest on the cost of construction and pay the working expenses ? We believe so. .
709. Do you think that the traffic at present carried by steamers would be carried by the railway ? To a 
very large extent it would be. Perishable goods are a general product of the district, and no doubt there 
would be many other perishable articles produced if tho railway were made, so that the people could get 
their goods to market in a proper state. No doubt fruit and milk would be sent by the railway. .
710. Have you any reason to believe that there would be an increase of population after the completion
of the railway ? Decidedly. . .
711. Is there scope for the increase of the settlement ? There is immense scope—there are plenty of 
Crown lands, and the mining resources of the district have not yet been developed.
712. You cannot give us any idea of the passenger traffic between Sydney and Shoalhaven at present? I
could not. .
713. Generally you are favourable to the construction of the line as proposed ? Decidedly.
714. Mr. O' Sullivan.The figures you have given us apply only to the municipality of Nowra ? Only to
this municipality.
715. Near Nowra there are two other municipalities, are there not? Yes—Terrara and Numba. .
716. Can yon give us any idea of the population and the annual value of rateable property in those muni
cipalities ? No one is a great deal on private estate, and we could not get all the information.
717. Can you give approximately the number of persons resident at each place ? I could not.
7L8. Are you well acquainted with the district surrounding Nowra ? Yes, in all directions. .
719. What industries are carried on here ? Harming in all its branches. There is one tannery on this
side of the district, and on the southern side timber-cutting, fishing, oyster-culture are carried on, from 
Jervis Bay up, and agriculture is carried on generally on tho river bank, except where the land is used 
for dairy-farming. _
720. What crops are cultivated ? Corn principally.
721. Are there any orchards ? Very few. ■ _
722. Should not this soil and climate he suitable for orchards ? It is more suitable south of us—the soil
is no doubt suitable to the production of grapes, apples, and wine. 723.
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723. Witli regard to mining, how far is the auriferous country from ISTowra ? Eighteen miles. E. Seccombe,
724. Eurther up the river ? Nearly west from us—at Yalwal. That is the principal gold-field that we -Esll- 
have here. It is up the river.
725. Is there any mining below Nowra? No. 28 Jan., 1890.
726. Is Nowra a centre for the gold-miners ? They have no through access northward except through
Nowra. ’
727.. "What localities is Nowra the centre of? Tomerong and Nerriga, and the district between here and 
Braidwood. Nearly all the business in connection with those places is done through Nowra, and nearly 
all the water trade between us and the sea to G-reenwell Point. .
728. Is Tomerong near Jervis Bay? About 6 miles off.
729. Are there many people there ? Yes.
730. What are they doing ? Mostly farming, timber-cutting, and fishing.
731. Is Nowra a centre for Kangaroo Valley and Cambewarra ? Yes.
732. If a railway were made the trade from those districts wrould come into Nowra? Yes; it comes
there now. ,
733. Is this a district where much stock is raised ? A great deal of stock is raised in the district.
734i. Where do they find a market ? At Kiama and towards Braidwood. A great deal of the young 
stock goes to Braidwood.
735. Whence does it go then ? A great deal returns in the following spring—the farmers prefer their 
own stock for dairy purposes. One head out of every three returns.
736. Would the stock be likely to be sent to the metropolis if this railway were made ? I could hardly 
say that. We have not sent much to the metropolis.
/37. Is the fishing industry carried on largely in this neighbourhood? Very largely, but not exactly in 
Nowra. The produce passes through Nowra to Sydney.
738. How do they send fish to Sydney ? By steamer.'
739. Where do they carry on their fishing? Between here and Jervis Bay—-14 miles. -
740. If a railway were made to Nowra, would they make Nowra the centre, and despatch fish to the
metropolis from here ? Yes, very likely. '
741. Therefore a railway would develop that industry ? Yes.
742. Is there any timber trade here ? Principally local. A few years ago there was a large timber 
industry at Jervis Bay—there is a large mill there now, but the ruling prices are against it.
743. What woods have you ? Black butt and spotted gum. °
744. Have you no cedar ? None now.
745. Have you any timber reserves ? Yes, to the south of us, for many miles—from Redhead nearly up
to Shoalhaven. . .
746. How far south and west of Nowra would the trade come into Nowra, to be served by the railway ? '
Fully 20 miles. Of course it would take nearly all the passenger trade from Milton. The passengers 
travel through to Kiama, a distance of 60 miles. “
74/. I suppose that the people who want to visit the metropolis drive from here to Kiama and take the 
railway there ? They do. .
748. How many coaches are running ? Generally four, five, and six a day: there are usually three or
four permanent ones. . ' J
749. Are they well patronised ? Very extensively, indeed ; they carry from nine up to fifteen and 
sixteen persons.
750. Did you say nearly 11,000 people had settled in this district ? Yes.
,751. And that they would be served by the railway? Yes.
752. Mr. Hurley] Have you any knowledge of the statistics that were furnished by the Works Depart
ment from the district—to show the capabilities of the district ? I have never seen them.
753. Do you know who furnished them ? I do not.
754. If I were to give you the items, could you verify them ? I do not think I could.
755. You are not in a position to corroborate anything stated in them you have heard that the cost of 
the construction of the line will be £381,000 ? Yes.
756. You have facilities now for getting to market by water ? Yes.
/57.. Of what benefit would a railway be, seeing that water carriage is so much cheaper than railway 
carriage ? People will always take advantage ot a regular and certain means of communication, and in 
most instances the goods can be carried to Sydney by rail in better condition than they would be in if 
carried by steamer. Nearly all the milk in the district is being sent to the butter factories, as it would 
require better means of transit to carry it to Sydney. -
708. Have you ever heard complaints about the neglect of the Government in regard to public expendi
ture in this district ? I have never heard any complaints in that respect, but we have sometimes agitated 
for assistance. , .
709. Have you not read in the press that the people think that thev are badly dealt with in regard to the 
expenditure of public money in this district ? I may have seen it, but I did not attach much importance 
to it.
/60. Have you seen it stated that the Government have been somewhat negligent in regard to the 
construction of a railway from Kiama to Nowra ? I have seen that in the press. °
761. Do you think that any hardship will be done to the people of Nowra if a line is constructed to the 
township of Bomederry instead of to the Bomederry bridge; the people of Nowra are somewhat 
antagonistic, I believe, to the erection of a station at the township of Bomederry, and have been using 
some pressure to get it brought nearer to Nowra? Yes ; there was some opposition to that. I do not 
know that the people brought so much pressure to bear; but the Commissioners thoroughly approve of 
the line being brought to the terminus already decided upon.
762. You-will see by the map that it is proposed to extend the line across the river to Jervis Bay ? Yes.

in view the extension of the line to Jervis Bay as a national investment, have vou any 
objection to the station being placed in the Bomederry township? It would create a large amount of 
inconvenience to the people on the southern side of the river. It is a considerable distance, and it is 
rather an awkward situation to meet the requirements of the district.
764. Having in view the probable extension of the line from that point, do you think it advisable to

extend
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extend a brancli line from Bomederry township to the proposed terminus ? I think tho extension to 
Bomederry bridge is absolutely necessary to make the railway of any service to Nowra. Bomederry is 
out of the way for us. . . ,
765. Do you think it in the public interest that the line should be carried to Jervis Bay and Batemans
Bay? Ido. . „ ..
766. Do you think it wise then to extend the branch line to Bomederry Bridge ? "We do not anticipate
that there will be a further extension for some time, and the Grovernment would be justified in meeting 
our requirements by that extension. _ .
767. What would be the distance from the township of Bomederry to the bridge ? About a mile. _ _
76S. Would the public suffer any great inconvenience if that branch line were not constructed, having in view 
the construction of the proposed line to Jervis Bay? If we had any guarantee that the line would cross 
the Shoalhaven liiver in a reasonable time the people of Nowra would be content that the terminus 
should be at Bomederry township, but not having such a guarantee, it is necessary that the line should be 
brought as far as the bridge.
769. Have you ever seen the water over that bridge ? I have not. ... .
770. Have you ever heard that it overflows that portion of the land on which it is proposed to build a 
station ? Tes. I have heard that it has been over the bridge during flood-times.
77 L. What occurred in the past is likely to occur again, is it not? Tes. _ _
772. Do you think it would be advisable to build a station on the site which is liable to floods ? Hardly.
I suppose the Grovernment have made their calculations w'ith regard to that. We look upon the site as a 
place subject to floods in wet seasons. Water lies there during many months of the year. _
773. You think it would be advisable not to build a station at Bomederry, but to bring the terminus to
the Bomederry bridge for the convenience of the people of Nowra? It is necessary to bring it nearer 
the toivn than it wnuld be at Bomederry. Some express the opinion that the terminus should be near 
Mr. Berry’s wharf—between Bomederry Creek and the river. _
774. Has that opinion been expressed at any public meeting? Not at any public meeting.. .
775. Is it the opinion generally expressed in town? I have heard many express the opinion that if we
had bad weather it would militate against the public convenience, if the terminus is made where it is 
proposed to be.
776. If it is the north side of the bridge it will be liable to floods ? Tes. . .
777. Do vou think it would be wise then for the Government to construct a terminus on the site which
would be liable to floods ? I can hardly say ; wc desire to get the terminus as near to the town as possible, 
and particularly on the main road. 4
778. Looking at tho town of Bomederry, do you not think that that would be sufficiently close to
Nowra for the convenience of the people ? Not as a permanent thing. .
779. Is it not a fact that the antagonism to the erection of a station at Bomederry is because of a largo
number of people having built at Nowra, and their being afraid that a competing town will arise at 
Bomederry ? 1 have heard it said that a township might spring up there, but I do not think many believe it.
780. Then, supposing the station to be at Bomederry, the people here do not anticipate that it would
injure their business ? I do not think so. I have not lieard many say so. _ _
781. Therefore, if vou were the engineer, and looking at the line apart from any interests in it, would 
you not put the terminus where there would be no danger of floods? I should certainly advocate going 
to the expense of the extension.
782. Have you any knowledge of the country between here and Jervis Bay ? Tes. . _
783. Are there any difficulties of an engineering character in the way of an extension of the line to Jervis
Bay? None whatever, I should think. ^
784. Do you think it would pay to take the line to Jervis Bay ? I think it would, on the whole. Tho
increased value which it would give to the Crown lands alone would be twice or three times as much as 
the cost of the line, and that increased value would take place immediately. _ _
785. Therefore, looking at the probable opening up of the country beyond here, and the probability of
that bridge being constructed within eight years, do you think it would be wise to leave out the branch 
line and have the terminus of the lino at Bomederry township ? I have not seen any conditions of that 
kind. If it is possible to make the terminus at the bridge, and if it will be required for eight years, I 
think the Government would be justified in making it there. .
786. And leaving out the branch line? No; they should bring it to the Bomederry bridge. Ido not 
believe that it would be damaged by floods.
787. How many years have you been in the district ? About six and half years.
788. Have yon noticed whether the people have given more attention to agriculture of late years than 
they did formerly ? I do not know that they have. During the last few years the dairying industry has 
been more encouraged than agriculture. Dairy produce has been dear, and dry seasons have been a great 
deal against agriculture.
789. You said that there were three manufactories in the town ;—do they employ a largo number of 
hands ? A fair number.
790. "Would these three manufactories give employment to twenty-five people ? I think altogether they 
would give employment to more.
791. Would the number exceed fifty? No.
792. Do the people of the district give attention to fruit-culture ? They are doing so further south,
about 18 miles from here, where the land is more suitable. ’ _
793. Has it not been successful in this district ? There has been very little inducement to cultivate—
there has been no market—no means of getting the produce awayr. _
794. You do not know whether the land is suitable for fruit-growing ? There are immense areas which 
are suitable for nothing else—particularly suitable for vineyards. Those areas are to the south of us, 
and are mostly Crown lands.
795. It is an industry that might be entered into with success ? 1 know a gentleman who has been
experimenting for eight or nine years with great success.
796. Do you knowr anything about the coal-measures in this district? There have been no satisfactory 
results yet. They aretesting some ground south of Nowra with the diamond drill, in the hope of finding 
coal.
797. Is the testing being carried out by private enterprise, or by the assistance of Government ? By
private enterprise. 798.
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79S. Can you give us any idea as to the extent of the export trade in fish ? I could not. M- Seccombe,
799. You are aware that the extension of the railway into the Kiama district has given a wonderful Es<l- 
impetus to the cheese, bacon, and butter industries ? Yes, and to the milk business.
800. Do you think that if the railway is extended to Nowra it will give a similar impetus to those ''arl'’ '
industries in this district ? ■ It would, most decidedly.
801. Have you any knowledge with regard to timber reserves? Nothing very definite. The reserves 
are nearly south of us, and they cover a very large area of land—the whole of tho area from Canjola to 
Jervis Bay—nearly 20 miles.
802. You say that you expended £1,139 last year ? Yes.
803. And that the Municipal revenue is about £500. Yes.
801. Are you building up a town on borrowed capital ? We have no borrowed money.
805. Then bow do you balance your accounts ? The people contribute largely to make the main streets 
in addition to their rates, and the Government also grant assistance.
806. You have 261 miles of roads open and made ? Yes.
807. Have any of these roads been constructed with Government aid, or solely from local revenue ? Only 
a portion of the South Coast Hoad was made with Government assistance.
808. You said that there were only four hotels in the town ? Yes. ■ '
809. And yon have a population of 1,500 ? Yes.
810. Is the local option vote taken here ? Yes.
811. I suppose that is the reason why there are so few hotels ? I do not think so. The four hotels that
we have, have been built within the last five years in their present form : previously they were only road- '
side houses, with four or five rooms each. '
812. Have the steamship companies trading hero had a remunerative return from their investment ? I 
should think so. They must have had. They offer to assist the Government in extending the wharfage 
accommpdation.
813. Can you give any idea of the cost of carriage between here and Sydney? I could not, except on
small parcels. "
814. You have had no large consignments yourself ? No.
815. Notwithstanding that you have had water communication with the metropolis, do you think that a 
railway would be preferable, and that it would be supported in opposition to any steam-boat company ?
Yes ; because the railway is a more ready way of sending things to market.
S16. Has land advanced in value in the town since the railway was talked of ? It has, enormously. It 
has doubled the value of all property in the town within the last five years.
817. Can you give us any idea of-the value of property per acre in the town ? There have been three 
allotments of 9 acres each offered, and they went at from £1,600 to £1,800—about £200 an acre.
818. Would not that be an excessive price as compared with other land in the district ? That land was 
bought by auction. There are no buildings on the property, and we regard it as being out of town.
819. What is the value of agricultural land here ? You would not get it under £70 an acre.
820. Will you give us an idea of what you consider a fair value for Crown lands in the district in antici
pation of the construction of the proposed railway ? No. It would be difficult to do that, because we 
have hardly got the class of people who would purchase it and apply it to remunerative purposes.
821. Would the railway increase the value of the land ? No doubt it would double the value of all Crown 
lands, as well as of private lands. In .lervis Bay land lias been cut up and sold in subdivisions, realizing 
£64 an acre, down to a very few shillings, and there are thousands of acres of Crown lands better situated 
than that.
822. GJiairman.~\ Are you clearly of opinion that in the event of the railway not being brought across the
river the station should be at Bomederry Bridge ? I am. ^ = o

Henry Gordon Morton, Esq., surveyor and land agent, sworn, and examined :—
823. Mr. 0 Sullivan.'] What is your position ? Surveyor by profession, and now land agent and manager H. Gt. Morton,
of tho Shoalhaven estate, belonging to the family of the late Mr. Berry. Esq.
824. Can you tell the Committee the extent of that estate ? The area is 62,587 acres of freehold land. /---- *----
It commences at the point at the Boat Harbour, Gerringong; goes due west to a point above Broughton 28 Jan-’ ls9°- 
Creels township of Berry, a little to the west; then it proceeds south towards the Shoalhaven Biver, and
is hounded by the river; then crosses into the county of St. Vincent—tho county we are in now—and 
goes from a point on the Shoalhaven Biver to the Crookhaven Creek; then across the creek to the tidal 
waters of Jervis Bay ; then down the bay to the sea, and hack to the point of commencement at the Boat 
Harbour, Gerringong.
825. On that estate there are a number of tenants, are there not ? Yes. ’
826. Can you tell us the number? There are 400 holding leases, one-eighth of which are householders.
827. On the estate also, there are several small townships, are there not? There are. There is one town
ship at G-reenwell Point—tho township of Numba, a small hamlet at Bomederry, a part of the township 
of Gerringong, and the town of Berry. *
828. What is the size of the tenants holdings ? They go from about 40 acres up to 250 acres.
829. What industry do they carry on? Agricultural pursuits principally, growing maize, oats, barley, 
and potatoes. The land fit for dairy purposes is used for that—producing milk, butter, cheese, and 
stock.
830. Have you much competition for the leases when they fall in ? Yes, very great competition. When 
a holding has become vacant I have known as much as £500 to be given to the outgoing tenant for the 
residue of his lease, extending over five or six years.
831. Do all these tenants hold leases? They all hold leases or agreements for leases.
832. But are not a number merely tenants at will? Yes, a "great number; but they are all under 
agreements.
833. Their holdings are safe? They are perfectly safe. The leases .are not under seal, but the agreement 
stands in the place of a lease.
834. Then there is no danger of a number of them being turned out as they have been in Scotland by the
Duke of Sutherland, for the purpose of converting the land to other uses'? I do not think so. I think 
that the liberal law's of this Colony, and the beautiful climate wre have, would not allow that to come into 
operation. . §33



26G

H. G-^SIorton, ggg. J notice that the roads round that estate are very well made—have they been made by the G-overn- 
s1- ment or by tho proprietor of the estate ? Before Municipal institutions were established the roads were 

all made and fenced by the proprietors of tho estate.
28 Jan., 1890. ggg. Have any of the buildings such as schools or show buildings been erected by the proprietors ? Every 

building on the Shoalhaven estate is private property, all belonging to the owner of the estate, except a 
few that were put up lately under the Lands liesumption A.ct—some five or six public schools—and portions 
have been sold to private institutions such as the Commercial Bank and the E.S. and A.C. Bank.
837. Is the proprietor of that estate now running a line of steamers ? Yes.
838. Over how long a period does your knowledge of this country extend? Since the year 1854.
839. When you first became connected with this district what was the population? It would be under 
500. There were not twenty farmers in the Shoalhaven district when I came here. Every farm in the 
estate has been laid out by me or by my assistants.
840. Have you noticed the growth of the town of Uowra ? Yes. I think that it was in 1862 that the 
Grovernment sent down a surveyor, who was drowned in the river. At that time Nowra was nearly bush 

•—there not being a single house.
841. It lay dormant for a.number of years ? It lay dormant for eighteen years, and you could have 
bought the allotments for a mere song.
842. What caused a sudden impetus to be given to it ? The idea started many years ago of making the 
new bridge over the Shoalhaven Biver. The completion of the bridge altered the whole geography of the 
district. We used to get across the river by ferries, and in flood-time for days we could not get across 
at all. Once the bridge was made, a tratfic came over it which gave the place a start.
843. What attraction brought the population? Tho good land, the liberal landlord.
844. I suppose you are well acquainted with the whole of the surrounding country ? Yes.
845. Can you tell me what area of Crown land is available for settlement ? I cannot.
846. What is your opinion about the construction of this short line from Bomederry town to the bridge 

do you think the (lovernment would be justified in making that line ? No, it would be a waste of money.
847. Are you aware that the Kiama storekeepers complain very strongly about being compelled to send
their produce some distance out of town to the railway, and that they frequently prefer to send their 
produce by sea to submitting to that inconvenience, and would not the same inconvenience arise here ? 
Decidedly they would patronise the steamer in preference to hauling their goods to the other side of the 
river. ~
848. Would not a line to the Bomederry Bridge be preferred ? No, I think the Government will have 
to build a bridge and continue the line to Jervis Bay—not so much for the population as for grand 
national purposes.
849. You object to the short extension to the Bomederry Bridge, because you think that a railway should 
be constructed to Jervis Bay at once? Yes.
850. If the line went to the bay do you think that the trade of the district would go by railway to 
Sydney or by Jervis Bay, and thence by ship to Sydney ? If the fares were reasonable the trade would

* go direct to Sydney by railway.
851. Would not the people be likely to take advantage of tho railway to ship their goods by Jervis Bay ?
I do not think so. '
852. ̂ I suppose you are aware that tho [rates by water are usually much lower than the rates for land

• carriage ? I understand so.
853. Would the construction of the line to Jervis Bay take to Jervis Bay a trade that would otherwise 
come to Nowra ? No, the trade would go direct to Sydney from Nowra.
854. If the terminus of the line remains where it is for seven or eight years, is it not probable that Nowra 
will become the centre for all tho trade from the coast side to be forwarded to Sydney ? Nowra will 
always retain its importance because there is a trading population here which there is not at Bomederry.
855. If the terminus remains at the bridge would Nowra retain the trade of the coast district which has 
to go to’ Sydney ? But you are not bringing the line to the bridge, you are a long way from the bridge, 
and before I could get to the terminus in flood-time I must go through 4 feet of water.
856. But the surveyor proposes to bring the line nearer to the bridge ? Yes, to 400 or 500 yards from it,
perhaps more. .
857. Are you aware that the proposal is to construct the station on the bank of Bomederry Creek ? I 
believe so.
858. Have those banks ever been flooded ? Not to my recollection.
859. Then if they had not been flooded, how is it likely that water will impede the traffic there ? Because 
there is a swamp between the terminus and the main road which people must travel through.

[Mr. Wright, C.E , explained the proposed position of the railway station as follows :—The proposed 
terminus ends close to tho Bomederry Creek bridge, and is above flood-level, but sloping to the 
northward, and is subject to floods, but it would be filled up to such an extent that both the 
station and the approaches to it will be above flood level.]

860. Having heard the explanation given by Mr. Wright do you think now that that gap between the 
bridge and the end of the station is likely to be flooded ? Not if it is filled up above flood-level.
861.. Would not that prevent the danger you anticipated? Decidedly it would.
862. Would it not be to the advantage of the people of Nowra to have that short extension constructed so 
that they might he saved a considerable distance ? Yes, it would be to their advantage whilst the pro
posed new railway bridge is being built, and the extension of the railway to the deep waters of Jervis Bay 
is being effected. It would be an advantage to have the terminus as close to the town as possible.
863. Another point I desire your opinion upon is this, whether it would be to the advantage of the State 
to construct the proposed line to Jervis Bay ? Yes.
864.. If the line is brought on to Nowra no doubt there would be a very large trade with Sydney ? 
Decidedly.
865. And it may be a very profitable work ? Yes.
866. .But if the line bo taken to Jervis Bay, is there not a danger of producing steamship competition ? 
It this is going to become an important mineral district that extention is necessary. Jervis Bay is the 
only place for large vessels.. You cannot bring a large vessel into the Shoalhaven Eiver—not a vessel 
drawing more than 8 feet of water. There is plenty of deep water in Jervis Bay, and if the country is to

progress
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progress in accordance with what we have seen it do during the last twenty years, Jervis Bay must ho an H. G-.Morton, 
important place for coal for outgoing ocean steamers. Those steamers would take in coal at Jervis Bay Esq. 
and land passengers, who could travel by train after coming off their voyage. ^——n
867.. You think the natural aspect of the matter should outweigh the fear of competition by the shipping ? 28 Jan-> 1890. 
Decidedly.. Every good general guards the outskirts of his camp, and why should not the Grovernment
pay attention to such an important place as Jervis Bay. "
868. You think that Jervis Bay will be a great shipping-place? It must be ; Nature ordained it to 
be so.
809. And you think that mails could be landed there more quickly by train? Just the same as at Holy
head, where the Irish mails are landed and forwarded to London.
870. You have no hesitation in pronouncing an opinion in favour of the extension of the railway to Jervis
Bay ? That work ought to be carried out immediately. Money ought to bo no object in the completion 
of that line as a great national work. ” *
871. Why has settlement been so limited at Jervis Bay ? Because there are no roads to it; there are no 
wharves and no shipping.
872. If there is a good harbour there would be easy access to the shipping ? Yes, but there is no
population. . "
873. Why is there no population—is the soil inferior ? It is not so good as at Nowra. It is freestone 
loam, good for growing fruit, but not for agriculture.
874. Are there any timber reserves ? Yes ; there is plenty of timber, blackbutt, blood wood, and ironbark.

. 875. At one time they carried on shipbuilding there, did they not? Yes.
876. Has it ceased ? No ; it is going on to a small extent still.
877. Is it the seat of a fishery ? Yes, a very extensive fishery.
878.. Do you know anything about the discovery of coal there ? I have heard that there is plenty of coal, 
but it is at a great depth, and it is expensive to get.
879. Mr. ILurley^ Do you think that the railway by passing through the Berry estate will increase the 
value of it ? Yes.
880. Do you think it will give an advance in the value of 25 per cent. ? No; not so much as that. I 
do^ not think we should be in a position to increase our tenants’ rent by 25 per cent., because of the 
railway.
881. Seeing the advantage of having a railway through the estate, do you think that the owners would give 
the land required for the construction of the line ? I cannot answer that question. I have no knowledge 
of what their intentions may he.
882. ' You have never heard that they would give the land ? No.
883. There is & quarry within a short distance of the east side of the bridge;—that quarrv is close to 
the main road leading in from Broughton Creek ;—is that the place that you say gets flooded ? Yes.
884. So that in time of flood it would be impossible, unless the flood were bridged over, to reach the rail
way-station ? The road would have to be raised 4 feet at least before you could get to the railwav.

•. 885. That is from the quarry? Yes. ‘
886. You are of opinion that if the line of railway should be carried on by a bridge across the Shoalhaven
Biver to Jervis Bay a branch line to the bridge would be a useless expenditure ? Yes, after the railway '
had been completed to Jervis Bay.
887. That branch, after the completion of the line to Jervis Bay, would not be used at all? No ; it would 
be an absolute loss, as the station would he at Nowra.
888. Do you know anything of the timber reserve between here and Jervis Bay ? I know from Govern
ment plans that there are large timber reserves, but the timber has been taken off during the las't twenty - 
years by splitters and timber licensees.
889. Could you give any idea as to the advance that would take place in the value of the land in the event
of a railway being constructed from here to Jervis Bay ? I think it would increase the value of the land 
at the very least by 50 per cent. The selling price now' is 25s. an acre, and I think it would increase up 
to 30s. or 35s. an acre. 1
890. Knowing the value of the land here, and the purpose to which it is applied, can you say that the 
people in this district put the land to the best possible use ? At present they do.
891. Maize is not grown to a very great extent, is it? There is as much grown at present as there has 
been during the last ten years. Some 5,500 acres of maize are grown in the district. In some parts, 
where the land is very low, they are more inclined to grow grass and convert the land into dairy farms.
892. Chairman.'] How many acres of land are occupied by the 400 tenants on the Berry’s Estate ? About
25,000 acres are now under lease.
893. And the difference between 25,000 and 62,000 acres is in the hands of the proprietors ? Yes.
Another 25,000 acres could he brought under cultivation, and this area is about to be let to 400 more 
tenants.
894. Is it the intention of the proprietors to lease that land ? It is their intention to lease a great portion 
of it. I think about 3,000 souls may he settled on the lands now under grazing. There is no limit to 
population in this district; it goes on increasing whether the times are good or bad.
895. Is it the intention of the proprietors of the estate to throw open to settlement the land which has
been reserved for timber ? There are portions of the timber reserves which will not be thrown open, as 
the timber is more valuable than anything you can get for the land, but that area does not exceed 2 000 
acres. ’

Mr. John Macarthur, general storekeeper, sworn, and examined :—
896. Mr. Hurley.'] Have you been long in the district ? Thirty-seven years Mr
897. Are you a landhoider ? Yes. . J. Macarthur.
8J8. Do you hold a large area P Not a very large area. ^ —, a
899. What is your occupation ? 1 am a general storekeeper. 28 Jan., 1890.
900. Do you lease any of your land ? Very little. It is nearly all built upon
901 Could you tell us what you get per acre for it ? I have no agricultural land at all. The only area 
that i lease is a xarm near Curembene. J
902. Where do you get your goods from ? From Sydney principally.
903. Do you import direct ? Yes, a good deal. " ’ 904.
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Mr. 004-'. Do you get any goods by steamer ? Tes ; we get everything by steamer.
3. Macarthur. qq5i What do you pay per ton ? 10s.

906. Has that long been the charge ? 1 think so.
28 Jan., 1890. They have not raised or lowered the freights ? It was double that a great many years ago.

908. Dor some years the charge has been 10s. a ton ? Tes. .
909. Are you favourable to the construction of the proposed railway ? I am.
910. Will it give you greater facilities for getting your goods r1 Acs. _ _
911. Are you prepared to pay increased charges in order to get your goods by rail instead of by water? 
Dor a certain portion of the trade only.
912. What is that ? Drapery and light goods—because the steamship company charge by measurement.
913. Do you think you could pay twice the amount that you pay to get your goods by water ? Wo could
for certain goods, not for flour, salt, and similar articles. _
914. In going to Sydney, would you go by rail in preference to the water ? Decidedly. _
915. Have you any idea of tho area of the reserves belonging to the Government beyond this town? I
know they are large, but I do not know their extent. _ _ i
916. Have you known of any inquiries being made in order to secure a certain portion of Crown lands 
here not now available ? I heard of land down at George’s Hake being very much inquired about.
917. If the lands were thrown open, would the Government have any difficulty in finding purchasers?
Tone whatever. _ .
918. So it would give facilities for increased population in the district ? Tes, a very large increase. _ _
919. I suppose the other storekeepers in the town are labouring under the same disabilities as yourself in
regard to getting their goods to market ? Just the same. _ _ '
9 '0. Do you know anything about tho fruit-growing industry ? The future of that industry will he very 
important, I am sure. _
921. AVhy is that industry not entered upon at present? Owing to the difficulty of reaching the
markets before the produce is spoilt. _
922. Is there enough fruit grown for local consumption ? It would not pay ; the demand is not sufficiently
great.
923. Are you interested in the butter factories ? Not directly. I am indirectly interested.
924. Can you say whether the butter factories have given an impetus to dairying in tho district ? I
think they have. .
925. Do you think that the construction of the proposed railway would increase the trade very much ? I
am quite sure it would. _
926. Have you any knowledge of the locality which has been described to Mr. Morton by the engineer as
the place for a railway-station ? I have. _
927. Do you think that a station at that place would servo the general public bettor than a statimi at
Jiomedcrry ? I agree with tho remarks made by Mr. Morton. It would servo the purpose until the lino 
was carried on to Jervis Bay. _ _ _
928. Do you think that tho extension of the railway to the north side of the Shoalhaven Biver towards ■ 
Jervis Bay would be a good investment? I do.
929. Do you think that tho traffic would bo sufficient to pay the interest on the cost of the construction 
of the line between here and Kiama ? Eventually it -voukL It might not for the first few' years—perhaps 
not until the mineral wealth of the district was developed.
930. Ton think that the mineral resources of the district will bring large returns if the railway is made 
what minerals do you refer to? There is coal and lime in the district, and I have no doubt iron also.
931. Can you speak of j7our own knowledge with regard to the existence of coal? No; only from what 
I have heard and read.
932. Have you taken up any coal land yourself ? I have not.
933. Have you been to Tahval ? I have.
934. Have you any interest in the mines there ? I have not.
935. Are they progressing ? I am told so.
936. Sufficiently to attract capital from other colonies ? Tes; they are attracting capital to a very largo 
extent.
937. And all the traffic goes through this place ? Tes.
938. Mr. O'Sullivan] How far does the trade of Nowra extend ? I should say it extends about 25 miles 
in a southern direction.
939. What outlying places their does Nowrra serve ? There is a settlement between here and Tomerong, 
and the trade extends as far as Burner and Takval to the west.
940. Does it go to the north-west at all ? Tes, to Cambewarra, and often as far as Bugong.
941. Do the residents of Nerriga come to Nowra? Tes.
942. I suppose they bring produce ? Ares. .
943. We can regard Nowra as the centre of a trading radius of 20 miles ? Quite so.
941. Is there any bacon industry hero ? Tes. There is one very large establishment atBrundy—another 
at Pyree.
945. Any butter factories? Tes ; a great number. One at Jenniandie, one at Worigce, one at Cambe- 
warra. There is a cheese factory also at Cambewarra.
946. Then these industries are showing signs of progress ? They are all full of vitality.
947. Are there any other indications that industries of a similar character arc likely to start ? I think 
that the railway would encourage fruit-growing and fruit-preserving.
948. Was there not a canning industry at Jervis Bay at one time? No. I do not think much has been 
done in canning, because it is too far from a market.
949. I understood you to say that, if a railway were constructed, you would be certain to get your light 
goods by rail—but what about the heavy7 goods ? It would not pay to get the heavy goods by rail if there 
is a great difference in the price.
950. Suppose a rise took place in flour, would it not be to y7our advantage to get it up speedily by rail, 
instead of having it sent by7 ships that might be weather-bound ? They are never weather-bound on this 
coast. We can leave Sydney on Monday night and get here on Tuesday morning.
951. Can you always reckon on entering the haven ? Certainly.
952. Do the steamers face the storms ? It is very seldom that the storms are sufficient to prevent
steamers from coming in. It is a very7 safe entrance. 953.
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953. How long does it take to travel from Sydney to Nowra ? Ten hours. Mr-
954. Including passage up the river ? No ; that would make it about twelve hours. Toil would come Macar6n|r- 
by rail in about six hours.
955. I suppose there would always he a certain amount of competition with the railways carried on by ^ <^an‘> 1890,
the shipping ? I have no doubt of it. .
950-7. Making due allowance for that competition, do you think that the railway would pay the working 
expenses, and the interest on the cost of its construction ? I think so.
958. What would it cost you to send your goods over to the Bomederry site of the station from Nowra ?
About 2s. 6d. per ton.
959. Then that 2s. 6d. per ton would have to be added to the railway freight ? Yes.
960. And the result would be, that the railway freight and cartage would make the charge so hied! that ’
you would prefer to get your goods by water ? Certainly.
961. Would it be to the interests of the community to extend the line from Bomederry to the bridge 
and save half the cost of cartage ? That would depend on the length of time that would elapse before 
the line was continued to Jervis Bay.
962. Suppose we assume that seven years may elapse before the line would be extended to Jervis Bay 
oughtwe to incur an expenditure of £3,000 in carrying out that extension ? I think so, most decidedly.
963. You are favourable to the construction of the extension ? Yes. •
964. Chairmcin^ You quite approve of the proposed extension to the bridge as a temporary expedient, 
pending the extension of the railway to Jervis Bay ? Certainly.
965. Would there be a large and immediate goods and passenger traffic on the completion of the railway to 
Nowra P I think so.
966. Therefore it would not be necessary to wait for the making of the railway to create a traffic that 
would cover the working expenses ? I do not think it would. I think that the traffic is awaiting the 
railway now, and that it would he increased materially day by day.
967. Have you examined the route of the line? I have not. '
968. You have no suggestion to make as to any alteration or deviation ? No.

Frederick Huleat Galbraith, Esq., Clerk of Petty Sessions, &c., sworn, and examined :—
969. Chairman.'] What position do you occupy ? I am Crown lands agent, Clerk of Petty Sessions, and F-H.
Warden s Clerk, and Mining Registrar. Galbraith,
970. How long have you occupied that position ? Twelve months. _ E^q'

l0“R ^ve you been m this district? Eight months. I was appointed on the 1st January, os Jan 1890 
hut I did not come till a few months afterwards. ^ Jan., isou.
972. Have you any knowledge of the Crown lands in the electorate ? Yes.
973. Will you state how much unalienated land there is in the district ? About 270,000 acres
974. Where is it situated? Principally on the south side of the Shoalhaven River.
975. Hive, approximately, the acreage and the position of the land? It is within this district.

What distance from Nowra ? I think the district extends about 15 miles south of Nowra.
977. The whole of the land to which you have referred is within 15 miles of Nowra ? Yes.
978. Is the "whole of that available for settlement ? ITes.
979. Is it suitable ? I do not know.
680. Is any portion of it reserved ? Yes, there are two large reserves. The whole parish of Jerriwano-lo 
is reserved. 1 °
981. Comprising how many acres ? I think about 22,000 acres.
982. For what purpose was it reserved ? For timber.
983. What other large reserve is there ? I should have to look at the map to refresh my memory before 
I could tell you. There are about 50,000 acres of land reserved.
984. And the rest is open for selection ? Yes.
985. What area has been taken up by the selectors in the district ? I could not say, hut I could
ascertain. •'

John Maclean, Esq., journalist, sworn, and examined:—
986. Mr. O'Sullivan.] What are you ? Journalist.
oq7' you any other business than that of journalist ? No other fixed business. '
988. I suppose that you have become well acquainted with Nowra and the surrounding districts ? Yes
989. 1 presume that you keenly watch the progress of the district ? Yes.
990. Can you state what progress has been made here during the last ten years? The population has 
Register’1 “ ^ ^ fr°m ab°Ut 7,000 t0 11,250’ 0n the 30th March> 1889’ according to the Statistical

qoo r? Wbat Calll'ngs life Jlas ttlis 136611 apparent ? In grazing and agriculture chiefly.
992. Can you state what description of agriculture is carried on here ? The growing of maize, potatoes,
and truit in a small way but chiefly the cultivation of rye grass for dairy purposes and the development 
ot the natural grasses of the district. 1
993. Is the land m this district suitable for cereals ? Cereals were largely grown here until 1867, but 
rust interfered, and since then the growth of cereals has not been successful. I refer now to wheat and
he cultivation of oats for making hay. The rankness of the crop often induces rust, and the soil does 

not produce as good hay as poorer land would.
994. Has there been much grazing carried on here ? There are 225,000 acres under occupation, chiefly
tor grazing purposes. 1 ’ J
995. Sheep or cattle ? Dairying and fattening—mostly for dairying
996. You are Secretary of the Railway League? Yes.
997. Have you prepared any statistics ? I have.
998. Will you read them? The number of holdings under 1 acre was 1,232. The area cultivated in 
grasses, &c., in the Shoalhaven district is 66,646 acres; the area enclosed in the Shoalhaven electorate is

30 (®)-D 223,573

J. Maclean, 
Esq.

28 Jan., 1890.
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J. Maolean, 223,573 acres; the area unenclosed, 35,227 acres ; the total area of holdings in the Shoalhaven electorate 
• ■Eb<1- ■ being 258,799 acres. The Murrumhidgee is the only district in the Colony that heats this electorate for
28^^*1890 area ^an<^ ’un<^ei' cultivation, and for the number of holdings within the same area. The total 

an■, ‘ number of freeholders in the Shoalhaven district is 1,232 ; the number of conditional purchase applica
tions received in 1886 was 133—taking up an area of 12,930 acres. There was no selection in the two 
adjoining districts for that period, the land having all been taken up. I have also the statistics of the 
revenue of several municipalities in the district up to 1886. The estimated value of ratable property 
in Terrara is £110,000. The estimated value upon which the rate is struck is £2,238 ; the annual 
income from the rates, £224 16s. Id. The estimated capital value of the ratable property of the 
municipality of INTumba is £46,000, the rate being struck on a value of £4,497. I may add here that the 
valuers are usually tenants in that part of the country, and that we generally regard that estate as more 
valuable than the rates show it to be. The annual revenue from rates in the municipality of Numba is 
£220. The area of land in the Shoalhaven district is 625,000 acres—that is the land under occupation— 
the area of Crown lands still unalienated is estimated at 400,000 acres. This is land southward, but 
within the district of Shoalhaven.
999. How much of that is mountainous country ? It is all undulating country.
1000. This is within the electorate ? Within the electorate, and would, I estimate, make traffic for the 
line.
1001. Can you tell us what has been the increase in the number of electors in the electorate during the 
last five years ? It has gone up some 800 during the last ten years.
1002. Have you any particulars with regard to mining ? Yes. There are about fifty leases in existence at 
Yalwal—the areas varying from 3 to 12 acres.
1003. How much do you think is expended in wages weekly there ? At the present time between £300 and
£400 a month—the wages are paid monthly. There is one mine alone the expenditure in connection with 
which is over £200 a month. '
1004. Have you any further data to give? The amount of gold won since 1882 has been about £75,000 
worth. That quantity has been got chiefly from four leases.
1005. What are their names? The Homeward Bound, about £36,000; the Eclipse, £13,000; the 

. Pioneer, £12,000; the Pinnacle, £16,000; and smaller sums from the G-olden Crown, the Caledonian,
and a number of new claims in process of development. There are four crushing batteries either erected 
or in course of erection, which I estimate to be worth £10,000.
1006. Have not some of these claims been taken over by Victorian syndicates lately ? Yes, the Home
ward Bound has been purchased by a Victorian syndicate.
1007. Are they giving indications of an intention to expend capital in the development of these mines ?
They have spent about £5,000 in the purchase of machinery which is now in course of erection. They 
purchased this property, and the capital value of it now is registered at £120,000. The shares are selling 
at 37s. 6d. and £2. I should like to say a word about the unaliehated Crown lands within a radius of 
15 miles of Nowra. I have been at the Baulkham Hills, Blacktown, Lane Cove, and other fruit growing 
centres, and judging from the geological character of the soil at those places, and comparing it with the 
unalienated lands at Shoalhaven, I say that if we had the same class of people here, and the same facilities 
that they have in those places, the land now unalienated would be worth on an average £5 an acre. 
Hudson Brothers have been purchasing blocks of Crown land, 20 miles west of Parramatta, at £12 an 
acre, and selling it at from £40 to £50 an acre, but there they have the advantage of railway accommo
dation. Here our bar-bound rivers and high freights are sending the fruit growers out of the district. 
There is a witness here who can tell you, from practical experiment, what the lands in this district will 
produce. I have had people visiting at my place from Lane Cove, who said:—“ This is the outlet for our 
sons.” There is nearly £1,000 worth of fruit consumed annually at Nowra, and it all comes from Sydney 
and California—apples are sold at Nowra from Is. 6d. to 2s. 6d. per dozen. As regards the climate, I have 
kept a record here for the Grovernment Astronomer, and taking the average of the main station, 
20 miles south, the rainfall for twenty years has been 51 inches a year. Frosts are rare in 
this district, and we may be said to have no winter. The highest average in summer is 80 
degrees in the shade, and in the winter it is a rare thing for the thermometer to go below 37° 
I have only twice recorded the fall of the thermometer below 37° m twenty-five years. The 
Government Astronomer classes the climate of this place with that of Naples in his comparative 
geography. I conclude that, with the facilities the proposed railivay would afford, all the 
unalienated land in the district would come into occupation, and that it ought all to be measured and 
sold as special areas. I would like to say a word about the proposed extension. I consider it a distinct 
mistake to stop on the north side of the river. Mr. O’Sullivan touched the point in examining Mr. 
Macarthur, when it was stated that 2s. 6d. should be added to the freights if the station is placed 
at the Bomederry township. Whether you carried a ton or a cwt., the charge would be increased by 
2s. 6d. The steamers will be much nearer to Nowra, and I say it will be a decided mistake to make the 
terminus at Bomederry township. ■
1008. Are all the mountain lands good for grazing ? All the mountain lands north of us are, and some 
west of us. All the mountain lands on the north of the river are occupied for grazing purposes.
1009. Who prepared the statistics which you have supplied ? They were furnished by Mr. Coghlan, the 
Government Statistician, and aggregated by myself from numerous returns obtained by the courtesy of 
the member for the district and Mr. Fuller, M.P. for Kiama.
1010. Then you have taken steps to verify the figures ? I have in many cases found them to be under
stated. The tenants are in a constant state of terror, lest their rent or taxes should be increased, so 
they are inclined to understate the facts.
1011. Of course you know that some Progress Committees have a tendency to give a roseate colour to 
their statements when they want a railway ? I do not know that myself.
1012. You have taken every precaution to supply an accurate statement of the resources of the district ?
Yes ; I wish to say something of the estimate of the cost of working the line, about £18,000. I have 
compared the Kiama electorate and its imports and exports with the Shoalhaven electorate. The receipts 
of the Kiama Station went up to something like £10,000 last year for passengers and goods. This should 
give something like £18,000 for the two places without calculating the increase sure to follow on the sale and 
occupation of the vacant lands, I forgot to mention that there are 8,000 acres of land taken up for coal
mining 7 miles south-west of Nowra, and the diamond drill is to be put into it. It is expected to cut this 
coal at a point within 8 miles of Jervis Bay. 1013.

26 PAELIAMENTABY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEKS.
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1013. Mr. HurleyYou made some reference to the question of the erection of the station on the other J- Maclean, 
side of the river;—have you not at various times written to the Sydney Morning Herald and to the Daily ®61' 
Telegraph, in reference to the vexed question of the site for the station ? I have.
1014. On one occasion you wrote on the subject as to whether the Crown had any morality in its trans- ' an'’ ' 
actions in connection with this matter ? Yes ; as regards the logical outcome of that particular transaction.
1015. Am I right in saying that you stated it to be a repetition of the policy of having the railway 
terminus at Eedfern and stopping the railway 2 miles short of St. Leonards ? Yes ; and I think so.
1016. Can you say if the railway were brought across the river, how far the station would be from the 
places of business ? I cannot say where it is to be.
1017. Do you know where the station would be if the bridge were constructed ? Mr. Wright has just 
shown me the spot on a tracing in Court.
1018. What distance would that be from the centre of the town? It would be about 30 chains from the centre.
1019. What distance would the station be on the other side from the wharfs ? It would be about 300 yards.
1020. And practically, you would have further to cart your goods on this side, than on the other ? You 
said “from the wharfs, but they are nearly half a mile from the town. The proposed station, if con- ■ 
structed south of the river, would be within 30 chains of the population, and would have 28 chains of 
advantage over the wharfs in distance from Nowra.
1021. If the railway were on this side of the river would you not have to cart your goods 30 chains or 
more ? Yes, but the point that was formerly shown by survey would be about 15 chains nearer the town.
1022. Looking at the proposal to in future extend the railway to Jervis Bay, do you still think that the 
railway ought at present to be brought nearer to the town ? It would be a choice of evils to adopt either 
proposed terminus north of the river. We should afford the best possible facilities to the public.
1023. ' You have spoken strongly about this site on the other side of the river? Yes, on these grounds: 
that it looks to me like a breach of faith for the Crown to come here and sell land, put up Court-houses, 
and provide the essentials of civilization, then for another Department of the Grovernment, ignoring what 
has been done, to put a railway station on private land away from the town to foster a private-estate town.
1024. Did the G-overnment, in selling these lands, sell them with the condition that a railway should be 
constructed through them ? They sold them as town lands and railways are important factors in the 
establishment of towns.
1025. Can you show that the Government have acted in a way that can lay them open to a charge of 
repudiation ? I say there is an act of repudiation implied in making the railway terminus where it 
will offer temptations to land syndicates. Government towns have been ruined in this way.
1026. Is not the antagonism of the people here to the station being placed at the Bomederry township 
owing to the fear of another town being erected on private property at Bomederry ? There is no 
antagonism.
1027. Have you not written to the press upholding this town as against Bomederry ? Yes. It is an act
of repudiation, after putting people on the land here and setting up one set of Government institutions 
in this town to use public money to erect the terminus of a railway so as to start a private-estate town 
elsewhere to the disadvantage of the Government town. •
1028. "Was the deviation of the line from Bomederry to the Bomederry bridge advocated by you in any
way or thought of by you for years ? Not in any way. -
1029. Do you think it a wise thing for the Government to make that deviation at a cost of £3,000 or 
£4,000, seeing that they have in view the probable construction of a bridge and the extension of the 
railway to Jervis Bay? I regard it as a choice of evils, and I think it is the better of the two. The 
line ought to cross the river without a temporary terminus remaining there at all.
1030. You know that the proposed site of the terminus is liable to floods ? I think the plan suggested 
by the engineer would get over that difficulty.
1031. Ghairman.\ Are you satisfied that if the railway iwere constructed it would become a profitable 
line ? I have no doubt of it.
1032. Are you favourable to the route as shown upon the plans ? On the whole I think it is the least 
expensive route, and as far as its course in this electorate is concerned it is distinctly the best that could 
be adopted.
1033. You do not suggest any alteration ? I do not. I have a map which illustrates the opinion of the 
Progress Committee on the subject. It shows that the line touches the sea at Coal Cliff, and as it pro
gresses southerly the coast range recedes, leaving a wider area of arable land between it and the sea.
1034. Mr. Hurley.Can you give me any idea as to the difference between the distance to the proposed
railway on this side of the river and the distance of the proposed railway on the other side of the river ;— 
you know where the station on either side is to be ? Mr. "Wright, the engineer, has pointed them out on 
the north and south sides. One is on the main avenue of traffic. •
1035. What is the difference in the distance to the one and the other from the business centre of the 
town ? There are 28 chains in favour of the one on this side of the river.
1036. Do you think the little inconvenience that you will suffer in the town through the difference in the 
distances would warrant the Government in constructing a bridge for that mile of railway at a cost of 
£70,000 ? I think the extra goods freights would meet the annual cost of the bridge.
1037. Therefore, you maintain that the Government are warranted in spending money in making that
bridge and lessening the inconvenience that you would have by having a station on the north side of the 
river ? I do not say so. I say that the bridge should be made as part of the line to Jervis Bay. In 
advocating the bridge I advocate it as part of the original plan of the promoters of the line to go to Jervis 
Bay, and I say that to stop short at this stage will be to lose a large amount of traffic, which will go to the 
steamers, whose wharves will be nearer the town. .
1038. I put a question which you did not answer; I want to know whether the Government held out 
any inducement for the purchase of land on this side of the river that caused you to make the statement 
that the Lands Department had caused a town to be built up on this side of the river, and that the Bailway 
Committee were endeavouring to undo what had been done, questioning the morality of the action of 
the Government ? By building public buildings. Although they did not state it in the deeds of grant, they 
have stated it by implication, that this is a central site for a Government town ; but another department 
of the same Government, from some cause, is trying to create another important avenue of traffic, and 
draw the traffic away from this place. Thev do, in fact, repudiate the intention previously formed.

“ 1039.
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Maclean, 1039. Can you tell me where the repudiation comes in in any form in connection with a railway and the 
selling of land by the Commissioner for Lands ? It comes in this way : When the terminus of a line is 

Jan 1890 raa<^e on freehold land, away from the Crown land which had been sold, and when it creates a traffic in 
■’ ‘ another place, the effect of which will be to deteriorate the value of the land in the town. I can show

what the effect has been. There was a meeting, presided over by the Mayor, in reference to this matter, 
at which a Committee was appointed to go to the Minister for Works, not to ask him to construct a 
line, but to submit the question to the Works Committee as to whether the line should come into Nowra 
or not.
1040. Do you maintain that the erection of a station at Bomederry will depreciate the value of the land 
at Nowra? It will distinctly do so. I have not the slightest hesitation in saying so.
1041. Upon what justification do you make that statement? Brom facts that have come to light since 
the thing was proposed. I could call several land-holders who have called at my office and said, “ Do you 
think that it is now worth my while investing money ?” and they have refused to invest their money 
in Nowra on account of the proposal to put the station at Bomederry.
1042. You can pay the interest on the cost of the construction on the proposed bridge into the town of 
Nowra seeing that you will have such a small distance to carry your goods, and that the freight charged 
will be so low ? If they come over the present bridge. Another department has guaranteed that a rail
way can cross it.
1043. Do you know that it would carry a railway ? I know that a load equal to the weight of a loco
motive was sent over it, and the deflection was something like iV of an inch in the longest span. I wish 
to point out that I do not say that any Government intentionally repudiated their obligations in regard 
to this town. I only say that that is the effect of the course which it is proposed to take.
1044. Have you not written to the S. M. Herald and the Daily Telearaph making charges of repudiation 
against the Government? Nothing of the kind. I said that in effect it was repudiation, but without 
that intention. I also wish to say that there was a distinct protest from the people of the town against 
the terminus being at Bomederry, and if the town were polled to-morrow only a few would say that it 
would injure the interests of Nowra if the railway came into it. Some think that they would be injured 
if the railway came into the town, and passed beyond it, and those people have always been in favour of 
its staying at the other side of the river.
1045. Mr. O'SuUii)anHow would this depreciation of property take place? Simply because if 
the terminus was there anyone coming from Sydney would naturally stay at an hotel near the railway 
instead of going to one a mile from it. If you could get all that was necessary there you would not 
come here, and this illustration applies to all the traffic coming at present from north of the river to Nowra.
1046. The difficulty then is the establishment of a rival town and the depreciation of the property in 
Nowra? It is the dread of the terminus staying there many years. The department have set up 
£ 100,000 barrier. Of course they are not asked to speak on oath, but we are prepared to prove everything 
on oath. The terminus may remain at Bomederry for twenty years.
1047. You said that if the bridge was constructed and the railway were brought into Nowra it would pay 
the interest on the cost of construction ? What we may be charged for the extra distance. .
1048. Do you mean the freight for the extra f of a mile, or do you mean that by bringing the railway 
into the town it would get a large amount of the traffic that goes by the shipping ? That is what I mean. 
Mr. Wright’s arrangement has improved the matter, but by having the terminus at Bomederry the rates 
would have been so prohibitory that the steamers would have had the best of the competition, except with 
regard to the passenger traffic.
1049. Chairman.] Then your evidence is that by the extension of the line as proposed by the engineer to 
Bomederry bridge the engineer has neutralised the injury that would have been done by putting the 
station at Bomederry township ? Yes. If the line were brought into Nowra I do not say that Nowra 
traffic alone would pay the cost of the bridge, but the Crown lands which would be opened up for sale 
would pay it, and the extra traffic therefrom would help to pay it. The branch which it is proposed to 
make has largely neutralised the injury that might be done by having the line end at the other side of 
the river, but that was not decided upon until a deputation went to the Minister from a public meeting. 
It was after that that we ascertained that Mr. Wright had proposed to make a branch line which would 
largely neutralise the ill effects of having this station so far away from the town.

Mr. James Booth, farmer, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. 1050. Mr. Hurley.'] What are you ? A farmer.
Booth. 1051. Have you been long in the district ? I came in 1855.
------ - 1052. What is your profession ? I have been a teacher by profession, but I retired from the Public Service
m., 18t0. £wo or three years ago.

1053. Since then what have you done ? I have been farming. _ _
1054. Have you gone in for fruit-growing ? On a limited scale—merely to provide for my own family, 

' there being no sale for fruit. I confine myself to 2 or 3 acres.
1055. Do you think the soil is adapted for fruit-growing? Eminently so.
1056. And if you had the means of getting your fruit to market would it be profitable ? Yes.
1057. What do the farmers grow in this district ? Maize, wheat, oats, barley, and other crops.
1058. How many bushels of wheat do you get per acre ? Prom 15 to 20 bushels.
1059. How many bushels of maize ? Erom 35 to 60 bushels an acre.
1060. Is there a large area of land suitable for maize in the district ? Not so much for maize as for 
fruit. The country is undulating, similar to the Pennant Hills and Hyde ; there is not much flat ground.
1061. Does the district suffer from drought ? Not very much.
1062. Is there always plenty of feed for the stock ? Yes.
1063. Have you ever to import feed? I have never imported feed.
1064. Have you had any experience in regard to ensilage ? None.
1065. Have you done any exporting from this district ? Occasionally, by water.
1066. What have you to pay for outward freight ? About 6d. a bushel.
1067. What would you have to pay for the same freight by train ? I do not know. _ _
1068. Suppose you had to pay twice the amount, would you take advantage of the train as against the
steamer ? I do not think I sliould, but if I had railway accomipodation I would give my vy^oje attention 
to Jrujt-growing. ' l0^
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1069. Have you had experience in water conservation ? No ; it is not necessary on my property.
1070. Can you give us any idea as to the prospects of the district ? "With a market available, 1 think it
would be one of the finest districts in the colony for fruit-growing, particularly for apples, pears, plums, 
and oranges. I have not seen a district equal to the Tomerong district for the production of oranges. I 
have never seen the slightest sign of blight on it. '
T071. Have you any knowledge of the carrying capacity of the land ? The fruit trees bear amazingly. I 
may mention that this year I picked nine gin-cases of plums from one tree, and they realized in Nowra 
10s. a case.
1072. Tou have no doubt as to the success of fruit-growing in the district if proper facilities are afforded ? 
None whatever.
1073. With regard to cattle ? It would require 4 acres to each beast out our way all the year round. ■
1074. About Shoalhaven the carrying capacity would be about 1 acre to a cow ? Tes.
1075. Therefore, you are living on inferior land? Tes.
1076. Have you formed any opinion as to whether a payable return would be obtained if a railway were 
made to this place ? I have not given the matter much thought.
1077. Have you any knowledge of the mineral resources of the district? No.
1078. Is there any other local industry that you could give us information about ? No. The land is very 
suitable for grazing purposes.
1079. Mr. O’Sullivan.'] Where is your farm ? At Wondandian, near Jervis Bay.
1080. How many miles from Nowra ? About 20 miles, and 10 or 12 miles from Jervis Bay.
1081. Has any attempt been made to cultivate the vine in your district ? Only in a few isolated cases.
1082. Do you recollect whether a canning factory ever existed at Jervis Bay ? I do not remember it.
1083. Do you say that you can produce all English fruits side by side with the orange ? We can produce 
pears, apples, peaches, nectarines, plums, and oranges ; gooseberries, which require a colder climate, will 
not grow here.
1084. I understand that strawberries and raspberries have been cultivated in the district? Tes.
1085. Would the extension of the railway to Jervis Bay lead to the expansion of the fruit industry ? 
Most decidedly.
1086. Is the whole of that 2,000-acre reserve down there fit for fruit-growiug ? I do not say the whole 
of it, but a large portion of it is.
1087. I presume that if the railway were made down there, and the reserve were thrown open for settle
ment, a large portion of it would be made into orchards ? I think so.

Mr.
J. Booth.

28 Jan., 1890.

Mr. Charles Gordon, Assistant Inspector of Eisheries, sworn, and examined :—
1088. Mr. O’ Sullivan.] What position do you hold? Assistant Inspector of Eisheries under the Eisheries 
Board.
1089. What district do you superintend ? The Shoalhaven district.
1090. Is the fishing industry largely carried on on this coast? It is in winter wdicn they can send the t,an'> ■ 
fish to Sydney, but not in summer-time.
1091. Which waters do the men fish in ? Shoalhaven Biver, often Jervis Bay, and Sussex Inlet.
1092. What fish do they catch ? Whiting, mullet, garfish, bream, and schnapper.
1093. How are those fish taken to the Sydney market ? The fishermen have to put them on board the 
steamers at Shoalhaven.
1094. Is it a long journey ? Tou can make the journey from the Lake Berry-werry to Nowra 14 miles,
or you can make it 25 miles. • .
1095. Are the fish liable to injury whilst being carried in the casks ? Tes.
1096. How many men are there engaged in fishing there in the best seasons ? Last season a good many 
were engaged in catching schnapper in the bay ; I think twenty-five or thirty men.
1097. How many are engaged on the fishing-grounds in this district ? About fifty.
1098. Are the Sydney men the men who fish here ? Some Sydney fishermen come down here in winter
time. .
1099. Then they carry on a regular trade in Sydney ? Tes.
1100. Do you think that if a railway were brought to Nowra it would materially aid this industry?
I certainly do.
1101. Is it likely that if a railway were taken down to Jervis Bay more men would enter upon the fishing 

ursuit ? I think a good many more men would come down here in winter time. They should come 
own here in winter, and the Sydney "water should be kept open in summer.

1102. Would it be possible to carry on this business more successfully if you had better communication ?
Tes, by the use of a cooling-chamber. I suppose that that is the idea in connection with the railway. -
1103. How many tons of fish a year are sent out of this district ? The fishing is only carried on for about 
three months, and about 5,000 baskets are sent away in that time.
1104. And how many baskets make a ton ? The baskets weigh 701b. or 801b.—^probably about thirty 
baskets to the ton on the average.
1105. Then 5,000 baskets at thirty per ton would mean about 160 tons a year ? Tes ; and all that is sent
away during three or four months at the outside. ■
1106. And the trade could be be very considerably increased ? It could be. ■
1107. We might look to the fishing industry as an important factor in connection with the traffic of the
railway ? Tes. . • ■
1108. Is there any oyster-fishing about your way ? Tes, there is a great deal of it; but this year the . 
spat has settled in a good many other waters besides here, and they are reserving the oysters in this 
district.
1109. How many oyster leases have you under your jurisdiction ? I think about 17,000 yards 
altogether.
1110. How many tons of oysters are sent from here ? This year only 660 bags went away ; last year 
there were about 1,200.
1111. I suppose the average yield would be about 1,000 bags a year ? Tes.
1112. Do the oysters go by steamer ? Tes. ' '
1113. Where are they obtained ? Op the Shoalhaven Biver, Berry-werry and Jervis Bay, and Crook*
haven, ..................... ........ ' ' ' ' 1114,

Mr.
C. Gordon.
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Mr. 1114. Will the railway get the oysters if they are sent from places south of Shoalhaven ? The oysters 
G-Oordoa. keep better than fish.
'T isQfi lll'l- Do you think that the oyster trade will be diverted to the railway ? I could not say for certain, 

an., 1 . jg no oyster-culture round St. George’s Basin and Jervis Bay ? Yes.
1117. The railway would get that portion, would it not ? Yes ; I think so. It would improve that place.
1118. You think that the trade would he considerably affected by the freight on the railway ? I 
think so.

Mr.
J. Ellmoss. 

28 Jan., 1890.

Mr. Jacob Ellmoss, fisherman, sworn, and examined :—
1119. Mr. Hurley^ What are you P A fisherman.
1120. Are you working on your own account ? Yes.
1121. Have you been long in the trade ? Yes.
1122. Had you any experience before you came to the country ? Only a little.
1123. Have you had any experience in the fishing-trade in any other part of the country besides Shoal
haven ? Yes; I have also been at Jervis Bay.
1124. Do you look upon Shoalhaven as a good place for your labour ? Yos, if I can get the fish away.
1125. The difficulty that you have is to get your fish to market ? Yes.
1126. If you had facilities for reaching the market, could you supply large quantities of fish ? Yes.
1127. What kind ? Whiting, bream, black-fish, and schnapper.
1128. Could you double your supply ? Yes ; I could treble it.
1129. So you think that the railway would lead to the further development of your industry ? Certainly.
1130. Are you engaged in oyster-fishing ? No.
1131. Do you employ many men ? Generally three men.
1132. And there is an abundance of fish ? Yes.
1133. Do you produce a return showing what fish you have sent away ? Yes ; during four months of the 
season ending May, 1888, I sent away 207 baskets from St. George’s Basin.
1134. What would the average be ? Erom 80 to 90 lb. per basket.
1135. How many baskets did you send away in June ? 186 baskets ; in July, 154 baskets; in August,
173 baskets. That was all for the season of 1888. In 1889 I sent away, during part of April, 68 baskets, 
and of these 60 baskets were spoiled on account of not getting to Sydney in time to be sold.
1136. Could you tell us how many fish you lost altogether through their not getting to market in time ? 
In 1889 I sent away 585 baskets of fish, and out of that number 148 baskets were spoiled on account of 
delay in reaching the market.
1137. But if you had had railway communication that would not have happened ? Certainly not.
1138. And the market would have been supplied? Yes. During part of that time.I could not send 
any fish at all, the roads being too bad.
1139. Have you endeavoured to start an industry for drying and preserving fish ? I have tried it, but 
could not make it pay.
1140. Was that in consequence of your want of knowledge ? I do not think Sydney people care about 
salt or dried fish.
1141. You think the fish industry would be successful at Shoalhaven if you only had reliable communi
cation with the metropolis ? Yes. At present I send fish to the metropolis on two days in the week, 
but if we had a railway I would send it away on six days in the week.
1142. Mr. O'Sullivani] Did you ever attempt to carry out well-boat fishing ? Yes ; but I have done 
nothing at that since I lost my brother at sea.
1143. How much do you think you have lost in one year through steamers not being able to catch the 
market ? About £75 last year ; the year before was not so bad.
1144. I suppose other fishermen are subject to similar losses ? Yes.
1145. Do you belong to Sydney or the district ? I come from St. George’s Basin.
1146. Are there any other fishermen in that district ? Yes ; the greatest part of them are there.
1147. Where do you reside ? At Sussex Inlet.
1148. Have you a garden there ? I have a selection there.
1149. And do you cultivate it? Yes, a little.

1150.
1151.
1152. 

28 Jan,, 1890. ppgg

C. Blacket, 
Esq.

Cyril Blacket, Esq., architect, sworn, and examined:—
Chairman^ What are you ? An architect by profession. I have been speculating in land a little. 
Where do you reside ? At St. George’s Basin, on a selection.
Of how many acres ? 640 acres.
How long have you been there ? Eive years.

1154. What portion have you cleared ? I have about 350 acres more or less cleared.
1155. How many acres under cultivation? Not more than 20 acres; it is heavily-timbered land; it takes 
a long time to get the timber off.
1156. What are you engaged in? I took the land up to fell timber. What I mostly do is to rear cattle 
and horses.
1157. Did you hear the evidence of Mr. Booth ? I did.
1158. Do you confirm his evidence as to the possibilities of the fruit industry? Yes. There is one thing 
which I could add to his statement. In one instance when oranges were selling in Sydney at 4d. per doz. 
I bought a man’s crop down here at Id. per doz.
1159. Do you think the extension of the railway to Jervis Bay would lead to a large increase in settle
ment ? I am sure of it.
1160. What occupations could settlers follow ? The fishing industry is a very good-paying occupation. 
It has grown up in the last few years, and is increasing rapidly. If there were better facilities for getting 
fish to Sydney it would increase more rapidly still Yery frequently they can’t get their fish away, and 
they only work two days a week, and yet many of the men are in comfortable circumstances. They only 
fish four months in the year. The St. George’s Basin teams with fish. I have known 7 tons of fish to go 
from one wharf to Sydney in a week.

1161.
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1161. Do you wish to make any further statement ? I should like to make a remark as to the extension 0* Blacket, 
of the railway to Jervis Bay. At present there is an immense area of Crownland reserved for various purposes ®3<1' 
with water frontages. Some are reserved as timber reserves, some for water, and others for other reasons.
There are many reserves near Jervis Bay and it seems to me that if the railway were extended to Jervis an,, ' 
Bay the value of these lands would be greatly increased. If the improved value of the land would not 
pay the whole cost of the construction of the railway it would at all events pay a very large portion of it.
In making this statement I am not speaking at random. Some months ago a company with which I am 
connected bought land adjoining the Government township, Jervis Bay, at £4 10s. per acre, and aftetwards 
sold it for £64 per acre. In the township of Huskisson the Government holds 47 i acres. A private 
individual, some years ago, bought some Government land at auction and he is now asking, with every 
probability of getting it, £300 per acre for it. If the railway passes within a reasonable distance of that 
47-| acres at Huskisson it will probably realise £300 per acre.
1162. Tou are of opinion that the extension of the railway to Jervis Bay would largely increase the value 
of the unalienated Crown lands ? Tes, 1 say so from practical experience.
1163. And the increased value of the land would contribute largely towards the cost of construction of 
the line ? Tes.
11J84- Ifr. O'Sullivan.'] How far is St. George’s Basin from Jervis Bay ? One part is about a mile and 
a halt irom Jervis Bay, but the wharf that we usually go to would be about 4 miles.
1165. Is the land round the Basin superior to that of Jervis Bav ? For the most part the laud close
about the lake is good for agricultural purposes. ”
1166. Are there many settlers round there ? Tes ; during the last four or five years many have settled 
there, and with the exception of huge reserves, there is very little land left for selection. A good deal of 
the land has been taken up for summer residences under tho non-residential clauses of the Land Act.
1167. Are those settlers round St. George’s Basin improving and cultivating ? Tes, very much. “Within 
a 5 miles radius improvements must have been effected to the value of between £4,000 and £5,000.
1168. Therefore there is every evidence that it is a growing settlement ? Tes.
1169. Do you frequent the shores of Jervis Bay? Tes.
1170. Is there any population at Huskisson ? There are a few, but it is not such a thriving place as it 
was a little while ago. Ship-building is carried on there, but that industry has been suffering from 
depression. It received a check from which it has not recovered.
1171. What caused the check ? It was the same thing that effected the whole world—iron ship-building 
came into fashion. There was once a fish canning establishment at Huskisson.
1172. Has it ceased operations ? Tes. Some thirty years ago there was a good deal of wheat produced 
down there, but in consequence of the improved facilities given to the northern rivers in the shape of better 
steamers, and railway communication, the competition was carried on at a disadvantage to the southern 
districts, and the growers in that part, of the colony were run out of the market. A good deal of the 
lands originally under wheat cultivation is now used for rearing young cattle.
1173. Is there much stock-raising done there ? Tes. Toung cattle Ire left there till they are two or 
three years old and then they are brought to ISTowra and sold.
1174. Do you know any persons who hold coal-mining land down there ? Tes. I think the whole of the 
bottom of Jervis Bay is leased for coal, and the other day an application was made for the whole of the 
bottom ot St. George s Basin.
1175. What do you mean by the bottom ? The right to go under water and get the coal.
1176. Ho coal-mining has been carried on at Jervis Bay has it ? A good many bores have been put down 
but the coal has been, so far, at too great a depth to pay.

F. H. 
Galbraith, 

Esq.

Frederick Huleat Galbraith, Esq., Clerk of Petty Sessions, &c., sworn, and further examined —
J1.177-1 Chairman ] Do you produce a return showing the conditional purchases taken up in this district to 
the 31st December, 1884? Tes; the area is 64,541 acres.
1178. Those are complete returns? Tes. The area taken up under the Act of 1884, since the 1st of “-i- 
January, 1885, is 14,739 acres; mineral leases, from 1st January, 1885,15,253 acres ; gold leases, 418 acres.
1 i:a* r\^0U aPProsimatety number of conditional purchases and the applications for mineral 28 Jan*> 1890* 
conditional purchases P That would be rather difficult to get at.
1180. Can you state, from personal knowledge, whether the large area you have just mentioned as having 
been taken up under conditional purchase is in the hands of few or a great many persons ? It is in the 
hands ot a great many.
1181. Can you locate them ? The greater number of them are in the parishes of Cambewarra, Bugong 
(Nowra) BrOUgllton’ and tlle rest aTe distributed through the other parishes. Many are in this parish

1182. Can you say whether they would be benefited by the construction of the proposed railway from 
iviama to fehoalhaveu ? I should say that they would be.
1183. They would be afforded facililities for conveying their produce to market ? Tes.

ted m<; what have been the returns of the Land Office in Nowra for the last ten years?
JNo; out at the end ot the year I made up a rough return for last year.
Jioc ?°uld yoU77not state what the returns were from 1880 ? I daresay I can make it out.
1186. Mr. U Sullivan.] W hat size holdings do the conditional purchasers applv for ? Asa rule from40 acres. j. x ^ *
1187. Hp to what area ? 640 acres. There are a few 640-acre selections.
1188. Have you had many forfeited selections in this district ? Not a great number
1189. Do you hold the Land Court at Nowra? Tes.
1190. And is there anything like an approach at dummyism in the district? No ; I have not heard of
a dummy selection. ’
1191. The land is too good ? Tes. It costs too much to improve it.
of that^°U think ttat the selection that g°es on is of a Iona fide character ? Tes. I have no doubt

1193. Do the returns show that it is progressing? I do not think so.
1194. Then the rate of selection is not increasing ? No.
n95. Does that arise from the fact that the land available is decreasing largely? 
ot rapid communication with the land now open to selection. The land is taken 
north side of the line.

Tes, and from want 
up principally on the
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: Mr. Zacchias Bice, retired farmer, sworn, and examined:—■
Mr. Hurley.Have you been long in tho district ? About fifty-two years.
What do you do ? I am living on my means at present.
That you have accumulated in the district ? Yes.
I’rom farming ? From dairy farming.

1200. Do you believe that the same facility for acquiring a competency exists for other people who come 
into the district ? I think so.
1201. You think that there is a living to be made by very many more if they have energy and a 
knowledge of their business ? Yes ; I think the district is capable of sustaining more than double its 
present population, and if the railway is made very likely the population will be doubled within the next 
five years, and the quantity of produce will be doubled within that time.
1202. Is there sufficient land to give employment to a large number of people ? Yes.
1203. I think Mr. Morton stated that the number of farmers on the Berry estate might be doubled ? 
Yes ; and the same thing might take place throughout the district.
1204. Do you think that a railway would be likely to bring about that increased population ? I think it 
is the only thing that would do it.
1205. Are the people favourable to the importation of fresh enterprise into this country? I think so. 
They wish to see the district progress.
1206. Have you any knowledge of the Crown lands in the district ? Yes.
1207. Can you say what they are suitable for ? I cannot say from actual experience ; but I am given to 
understand that the whole of the land between here and Jervis Bay is most suitable for fruit-growing.
1208. Supposing the land were thrown open, do you think that there are people who are anxious to 
occupy it ? Yes, perhaps at an increased price.
1209. What do you mean by an increased price ? I’rom 35s. to £2 an acre.
1210. What are they asking for the worst lands immediately around the town? Immediately round the 
town the land is of very great value.
1211. Are you acquainted with the land between here and Mr. De Mestre’s place ? That would bring 
from £10 to £20 an acre.
1212. Is it not similar land ? Yes ; as you go further away of course the land becomes of less value.
1213. .1 suppose you agree with what has been said by other witnesses as to the probable future of this 
place in the event of the proposed railway being made ? I do.
1214. And the dairying and farming industry will benefit by such extension ? Yes, to a very great extent.
1215. Do you do any trade with the steam-boats ? I do not.
1216. How do you go to Sydney ? By coach and train.
1217. Do you know anything about the timber reserves in the district ? Yes.
1218. Is the timber suitable for all purposes? It is suitable for building purposes. A great deal of 
timber has been taken away, but there is a great deal left.
1219. Do you know anything about the proposed railway route via Jamberoo? I have only a general
idea of the locality. I believe that that route would save 6 or 7 miles in the distance to Sydney, but it 
would be a very expensive line to make. " "
1220. At all events you are not prejudiced against the Kiama line in favour of that? Ho. I should 
have liked the line to have gone by Jamberoo, because that place is nearer to the metropolis.
1221. Have you done any fruit growing in your time ? Yes ; fruit grows very well in the district.
1222. All kinds ? Peaches, nectarines, and apricots, but further south apples and plums grow' better.
1223. Do you find that the agricultural population are decreasing—that young men are not being reared 
up to agriculture ? Ho, it is not so.
1224. Do you think they will avail themselves of the model fai’ms and agricultural college ? Yes, they 
will have to do it.
1225. Mr. O’ Sullivan.'] You have been fifty-two years in the district? Yes.
1226. I suppose you have had a good chance to observe the progress made by the people of this district 
as well as the condition of the population ? Yes.
1227. Has there been a general progress made by the people? Yes;—not so much in the first twenty 
years that I was here, but during the last twenty years there has been a uniform progress.
1228. What was done in the early days ? Maize and potato growing. There was very little dairying 
then.
1229. Was the timber industry carried on? Yes ; cedar was taken very largely from the district.
1230. I suppose that in those days you went up to Sydney by coasting vessels ? Yes.
1231. When did the farmers turn their attentien to dairying ? About twenty years ago. It began at 
Wollongong and Kiama. The industry was in a better position then than it is at the present time ; it did 
not extend so far south until twenty years ago.
1232. And they have made more progress and accumulated more wealth than they did before they resorted 
to dairy-farming ? Yes, a great deal. The land is more suitable for grazing than for cultivation.
1233. Have you known old settlers in the district to go away for a time, and afterwards return ? No ; 
some of our best settlers went to the Bichmond Biver twenty years ago and settled there, and they have 
done well.
1234. You have not noticed that any settlers who left the district afterwards returned? No.
1235. Chairman.] Do you know how many bushels of maize were sent from the district last year ? I 
do not.
1236. Have you examined the route of the proposed railway extension ? Yes.
1237. Are you satisfied that it is the best route to be obtained ? I think it is the best that could have 
been selected.
1238. Have you any alterations to suggest? No, I have not.
1239. Would it be better for the southern side of the river to have the railway station close to Bomederry 
Bridge or at the Bomederry township ? The best place would be between the creek and the river.
1240. At the site proposed by Mr. Wright? At the one on this side of the creek.
1241. Only two sites have been proposed—one at Bomederry, 50 chains from the bridge, and the other 
near the bridge—which of those do you think would be the best ? The one at the bridge, of course.
1242. Would that be more convenient to the people of Nowra than the site at Bomederry ? It would.

PAKLIAJIENTAEY STANDIXG COMMITTEE OJT PUBLIC WORKS.
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1243. Are you clearly of opinion that unless a railway-hridge is built across the river it will be better that Mr- Z. Bice, 
that branch should be made as a temporary expedient ? Tes.
1244. Have you ever seen the water over that route leading from Bomederry ? Tes, and you could not 1890.
have walked across without the water going over your head.

MINTJTES OP EVIDENCE—EAILWAT PEOM KIAMA TO NOWEA. 33

Mr. Eobert Taylor Thorburn, livery-stable keeper, sworn, and examined :—-
1245. Chairman^ What is your occupation ? I keep livery stables and run mails. Mr. R. T.
1246. Tou have always resided in the district ? I was born in the district. Thorburn.
1247. Do you conduct the coaching traffic between Shoalhaven and Kiama? I do.
1248. How many coaches do you run ? Three up and three down every day except Sunday. 28 Jan., 1890.
1249.. Do you let out any vehicles for taking passengers from Shoalhaven to Kiama besides the ordinary 
coaching traffic ? Tes ; I keep three or four drivers driving special coaches between Kiama and Shoal
haven and other places. I have forty-two horses engaged in the regular Kiama work, and every day I am
without spare horses.
1250—1. Have you any objection to state what the gross receipts are between Shoalhaven and Kiama ?
About £400 a month. .
1252. Could you state what the coaching traffic was before the opening of the railway to Kiama between 
Kiama and all the places south of that town ? I am prepared to say that there was not more than £20 
a month for passenger traffic—that is not including commercial work.
1253. And you now receive £400 a month? That is for all the work. Of course the commercial work 
means carrying samples as well as passengers.
1254. Mr. O’Sullivan^ Do you run any branch lines ? I run a branch line from here to Moss Vale and
a branch line from Berry to Kangaroo Valley. ’
1255. Have other people been running lines ? There is one from here to Talwal.
1256. Do you run to Milton ? Tes, to Milton and Ulladulla
1257. Is there a branch towards Jervis Bay or St. G-eorge’s Basin? No.
1258. Does Moss Vale branch serve Kangaroo Valley and Cambewarra? Tes.
1259. These are the only branch lines ? Tes. Of course passengers come from where there are no branch
lines. They come from Terrara, Numba, and other places, although no coaches are running to those 
places. b ,

Mr.
J. Green.

I quite understand what has

Mr. Jeremiah Green, retired storekeeper, sworn, and examined:—
1260. Mr. Hurley^] What are you ? A retired storekeeper. '
1261. Tou have sent a great deal of freight between here and Sydney? I have.
1362. AVhat charge do you generally have to pay ? I’rom £100 to £150 a year.’ ________,
1263. How much per ton ? The Illawarra Company charge 10s., but where we felt tho hioh charge most 28 189°-
was on produce. ° °
mi. Did you suffer loss by having to send your produce to-Sydney by steamer—did you run great 
risks r Tes, besides the deterioration of the produce. °
1265. Have any of the steamers by which your goods were carried ever been wrecked ? I lost goods once 
by the wreck of a sailing vessel.
1266. I suppose other people in the town were losers, likewise ? Tes.
1267. Do you have your goods insured ? Not as a rule.
1268. I suppose you are in favour of the construction of the proposed railwav ? Tes • it would be a
great advantage to the district. " ’
1269. Do you think it would tend to develop agriculture here ? Tes.
1270. Tou have heard about the fisheries and the oyster industries ? Tes 
been said about that.
1271. Have you had experience in fruit-growing ? Not in fruit-growing.
i ovo‘ y°iU kn1°W tke Value °f -tl10 land in ^ district ? 1 know the value of the land in the town.
1273^ Has the value of the land in the town increased since the proposed railway was spoken of ? Very.

1274. Tou have heard the evidence with regard to the station ? Tes.
1275. Have you heard where the station would be situated ? Tes.
1276. Tou are acquainted with the site at the Bomederry Bridge ? I have seen both sites.
1277. Looking at those two sites, and the distance the storekeepers and others engaged in trade would 
have to travel do you think the country would be justified in spending £70,000 in the construction of 
the proposed bridge to benefit the people of this district ? I do not look upon it as an immediate benefit 
but a prospective benefit, anticipating that the railway will have to go further south. The bridge will have 
to be built. I approve of. the bridge site for the station.

You know the distance between the Bomederry township and the site of the proposed station near 
the bridge r Yes. r
1279. Do you think the public will suffer great inconvenience by having the station at Bomederry P It 
would entail great loss on the Nowra storekeepers, owing to the distance they would have to travel. The 
proposed branch would be a great convenience. '
i oo?‘ a° jkei C0nstrLI0tl0P °f tke railway to Bomederry Bridge would be a great advantage ? Tes.

r i AlLd i constructlon °f a station at Bomederry would be an inconvenience ? It would be almost 
valueless to the people of Nowra, as the steamers would offer greater facilities.
1282. Therefore you would prefer to see no railway at all than for it to stop at Bomederry town, as
proposed No, I would not; but decidedly, if the railway cannot come to the south side of the river 
bring it to the bridge. x »
1283. Is it not a fact that the people of this town are afraid of the probability of a new town springing
into existence at Bomederry, if a station is made there ? I can only speak for myself. -f s &

^av®70U noJ Jleard them say that? I have heard that rumour, but I attach no importance to it.
1/85. Has there not been correspondence'in the press in which that "argument was used ? It was in the papers. 1

30 (a)_E . 1286-
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Mr. J. Green. 1286. Does not the correspondence decry anything like the establishment of a railway-station at Bome- 
derry proper? I think he is anxious to see the terminus at Nowra. _ _

28 Jan., 1890. 1287. Have you anv dread of another township springing up at the other side of the river ? I have no 
such dread. _ .
1288. Tet you believe that the erection of a station there, and the railway stopping short a mile and a
half from your township, would be a serious injury ? Yes. It would destroy the advantage of a railway 
to the district. _ .
1289. Would people use the coaches as before ? They would have to go in coaches to the station.
1290. You think that the line ought to be brought into the town ? Decidedly.
1291. Have you any special knowledge of the country between here and Jervis Bay ? Yes.
1292. What is the character of the country ? It is very suitable for fruit-growing. When Mr. Angus 
Mackay, the lecturer on agriculture, was here he spoke very highly of it.
1293. Are you interested in property between here and Jervis Bay ? No. _
1294. Do you believe that, in the interests of the general public the line should be brought into Nowra.
If possible. _ _ .
1295. And you believe that it would be a remunerative speculation ? I think so. It will tend very
much to develope the country. _
1296. Have you any knowledge of the minerals of the district ? Only from report.
1297. Are you interested in Yalwal mines ? No.
1298. Have you been to Yalwal ? Yes. . .
3299. Can you say anything as to the probable permanency of the gold-field ? My impression was that 
it would prove a very permanent field.
1300. Mr. O’ Sullivan.'} Would it be to the advantage of the Grovernment, as wMl as of the people, to
have this railwav constructed to Bomederry Bridge ? It would, in my opinion. _ _
1301. Why ? Because it will secure a larger traffic if it terminates at the bridge. _ If it terminated at 
the Bomederry township I think it would lose all the heavy traffic of the district and^ diminish the 
passenger traffic. According to my experience, the more convenient a station is, the more it encourages 
travelling. Strangers are attracted by the convenience of getting into town without having to use coaches.
1302. Do you think that one person would be deterred from going by railway if he had to choose between
going to Bomederry and travelling by sea ? Yes. _
1303. Do you think they would rather go by sea than walk to Bomederry ? I think they would..
1304. You think that charge of 2s. 6d. per ton for getting the goods from Bomederry into the town 
would turn the scale in favour of the sea trade ? I think that the cartage and the distance would deter 
a great many from going by train, and they would go by steamer. If the station is at Bomederry Bridge 
it will get the traffic.
1305. The cost of bringing the traffic to it would be less, I suppose ? Yes. _
1306. The storekeepers would have a certain amount of haulage from the wharf to their stores . Yes ;
but not so much as they would have in going to the station at Bomederry. _ _
1307. What is the charge per ton for hauling from the wharf ? They generally do their own hauling..
1308. What is the cost ? When I was in business I calculated upon having eight loads a day. But going 
over the Bomederry Bridge they could not carry more than four a day. To the Bomederry township the

, number would be considerably less than four loads a day. . _ ■
1309. Then you think, as a business man, that it wnuld be unwise to have the station at Bomederry, lest 
the charge of 2s. Gd. for cartage would drive the trade away from the railway ? Yes, I am sure it would.
1310. Are you of opinion that the line should be extended to Jervis Bay immediately, and not stop at
N owra ? I think that the country towards Jervis Bay requires railway development. If we had a rail
way to Nowra it wnuld tend to develop the land between here and Jervds Bay. _ _
1311. Are you in favour of the construction of a bridge, with a view to the extension of the line to Jervis 
Bay ? I prefer a bridge across the river, but failing that, the station ought to be at Bomederry Bridge.
1312. Do you advocate the construction of a bridge over the river in order to afford the Nowra people 
better facilities ? I am in favour of a bridge being constructed, with the view of ultimately opening up 
the country between here and Jervis Bay.

34 PARLIAMENTAEY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PDBLIC ’WORKS.

Mr. Trederick Skinner, public school teacher, sworn, and examined:
Mr. O’ Sullivan^] What are you ? Public School teacher.
How long have you been in Nowra ? Over three years. .
How many children had you under your care when you first arrived here ? About 180.
How many have you now ? About 220. . ....
So there has been a pretty fair increase ? Yes. In addition to that there are two other similar 

schools with an attendance of about thirty. '
1318. Are there any other Public Schools near Nowra ? Yes. _
1319. Where? At Terrara, Pyree, Nowra Hill, Bomederry, and Warrigee.
1320. Which is the nearest of these ? The Bomederry school, I think. _
1321. Do you know anything about the attendance ? Yes. At Pyree there are eighty, at Terrara fifty, 
at Warrigee I think about thirty, at Cambewarra about eighty, at Bomederry a little over twenty. I am 
giving the average number of children attending. The full number would be one third as many again.
1322. Those figures are not certain and definite? No ; they are the lowest averages. _
1323. Are there any private schools in Nowra ? Yes, two small ones ; one a Homan Catholic school
1324. How many attend that ? Less than twenty, I think, and the number at the other school will be 
about twenty.
1325. Are there any private boarding schools ? No. _ _
1326. Has the attendance of your school fluctuated ? It has steadily increased, although those other
schools have been opened. _
1327. Then the population is steadily increasing? Yes.

Mr. 1313. 
P. Skinner. 1314.
------------ - 1315.
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John Maclean, Esq., journalist, sworn, and further examined.
1328. Mr. O' Sullivan?^ You indicated this morning that you had some returns from the post office ? Yes, j. Maclean,
but not here. I have not got them for the last few years. Esq. ,
1329. I understood that they came up to 1887 ? Yes. /—N*
1330. Will you read them ? Yes. I can give the number of telegrams sent, and the profits of each office. 28 Jan-» 1890. 
The total annual revenue from the post offices in the Shoalhaven district is £2,460—that is, from the sale
of stamps and so forth. Total revenue from telegraphs, £739. I wish to add also to my evidence that
the district of Kangaroo Yalley sends its produce to the north. The imports and exports from Kangaroo
Yalley, where there are about 46 square miles of agricultural country, with three large dairy factories and
the Osborne Estate, are all carried by steamer to and from Nowra, and if there was a station at Nowra
or Berry the traffic would go by rail. I state this because it is said, in Mr. Seccombe’s evidence, that , :
we should only get the traffic from Cambewarra.
1331. Can you say how many bushels of maize were sent from the district last year ? 144,000 bushels.
1332. How many pounds of butter ? We could not get the statistics of that on account of the bulk of 
the butter going by steamer. It is sent in kegs which vary very much in size. About two-thirds of the 
butter goes to factories, and this year we shall get exact statements. There are about 17,000 dairy cattle 
in the district.
1333. Mr. Hurley.'] The return shows that the annual production of butter is 1,891,267 lb. ? Yes, 
that is given by Mr. Coghlan, but I do not know whether that does not include some of the factories on
the borders between the two districts. ’
J334. The quantity of cheese produced is 58,708 lb. ? Yes, I saw that in one of the returns sent to me.
1335. Hams and bacon, 123,319 lb. ? At Berry they will have a better knowledge of that than we have 
here.

Edwin Charles Hewlett, Esq., bank manager, sworn, and examined:—
1336. Chairman?] What is your position ? Manager of the E.S. and A.C. Bank. E.C. Hewlett,
1337. How long have you been in that position P Ever since the end of 1883. Esq.
1338. Where were you before that ? At Bulli.
1339. Have you been in any other part of the south coast between Kiama and ITlladulla ? I have not. 28 ’lan-> 189°*
1340. Your first acquaintance with the district was in 1882 ? Ho; I was here before that; went away 
for fourteen months, and returned.
1341. Can you say whether the business of the bank has been progressive since then ? It has been.
1342. Has the annual total of the fixed deposits increased or diminished during that time P It has 
increased.
1343. Has the number of depositors increased or diminished? I believe it has increased.
1344. Can you speak as to the general prosperity of the district ? Yes.
1345. Is the district generally prosperous ? Yes.
1346. Are the traders financially sound ? I think so. •
1347. And are the settlers in good positions? Yes ; the average settler’s position is very good.
1348. And you regard the district as a prosperous district ? I do.
1349. Can you make any comparison between this and any other district ? Hot in a financial way. I 
should say that Shoalhaven is equal in financial position to any of the south coast districts.
1350-1. Have you given any attention to the extension of the proposed railway ? Hot much.
1352. Do you believe the extension of the railway to Howra will be the means of largely increasing the 
trade of the district and promoting settlement ? I have not formed an opinion on that.
1353. Mr. O' Sullivan.] W ould the statement which you have made in regard to your branch apply to the 
other branch ? Generally speaking, it would.
1354. Do you know if any of the selections and farms are mortgaged to the storekeepers? I think very
few, if any. "
1355. I suppose there are a few mortgages in the district ? Certainly. In the usual course of business 
there must be. I might say, as to the financial position of the people here, that I have never made a bad 
debt during the time that I have been in the district—over seven years.

Erederic Walter Elatt, bank manager, sworn, and examined:—
1356. Chairman.] What is your position ? Manager of the Commercial Banking Company of Sydney, E. W. Elatt
Howra. . ’ ESq. ’
1357. How long have you been in that position ? Sixteen years last April. /—-a-—x
1358. Can you give us any information as to the state of the district during the time that you have been 28 Jan-> 1890- 
here ? Erom a financial point of view I think it has increased at least 300 per cent.
1359. Has the total amount of fixed deposits been increasing? It is four times more than it was when 
I joined sixteen years ago, and at that time I was the only bank manager between Kiama and Milton, but 
now we have nine banks. There are three at Berry, three at Howra, twro at Gerringong, and one at 
Kangaroo Yalley.
1360. Although there are now nine banks, the fixed deposits have increased fourfold ? Yes.
1361. Have your fixed deposits increased during the last five years ? Yes, they have increased at least 
one-third during the last five years.
1362. Can you say that there is an annual increase in fixed deposits ? Yes.
1363. Can you speak as to the financial condition of the people in general ? It is verv sound.
1364. Have you been as fortunate as Mr. Hewlett;—can you say you have not made a bad debt ? I 
cannot say that, but I have made only two bad debts in sixteen years.
1365. Do you remember when butter factories were first established in the district ? Yes.
1366. Has that led to an increase in the prosperity of the people here ? It has. They get larger returns, 
more prompt payment, and something like an idea of their income.
1367. Is there anything further that you desire to state ? The financial position of the people generally is 
remarkably good. Erom what I can learn the Sydney merchants have no trouble, and are glad to do 
business down here. They are never asked for assistance to meet bills.
1368. Mr. O'Sullivan.] Have you been during the whole of that sixteen years in Howra? Ho ; I was in
Terrara nine years. 1369.
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And do your remarks apply to Terrara ? The business there has decreased.
I suppose Nowra flourished and Terrara declined ? Yes.
Owing to what reason ? I attribute it to the bridge being put across the river.
Did the inundations have any material effect upon Terrara ? They had a few years ago. The last 
vas in 1873.

PAKLIAMENTAET STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOBKS.

Mr. Frederick Skinner, public school teacher, sworn, and further examined:—
Mr. S’. 1373. Chairman.'] Have you got the ISTowra school returns ? Yes. The numbers are—1886, 272 pupils ; in

Skmner. 1887,283; in 1888, 309; in 1889, 324. To that last should be added the attendance at two similar 
oiTt *”1000 schools which, I think, would bring the attendance up to 350. That would bo an increase from 272 to 

‘ 350 during the four years.
1374. There has been an increase each year ? Yes. .

Frederick Huleat Galbraith, Esq., Clerk of Petty Sessions, &c., sworn, and further examined:—
I1. H; 1375. Chairmani] Will you now state what the revenue in the district has been from conditional 

Galbraith, purchases since 1880 ? In 1880 the revenue from conditional purchases in this district was £1,72619s. 7d.;
in 1881, £2,668 Os. 2d.; in 1882, £3,188 13s. 4d.; in 1883, £3,316 7s. 6d.; in 1884, £3,476 13s. Od. ; in 

2sQ^o. 1885, £2>381 0s- ld-; in 1886’ £3>897 2s- 10d-; in 18s7’ £2,893 8s. 2d.; in 1888, £2,418 14s. 5d.; in 
’’ ’ 1889, £3,251 6s. 6d. That is the whole land revenue for those years.

1376. These are exclusive of the returns of mineral conditional purchases? Yes; I do not think there
are'any mineral conditional purchases here. It does not include mining or auction sales or timber 
licenses. ’
1377. What was the amount of interest received last year ? About £2,000 on about 400 selections.

WEDNESDAY, 29 JANUARY, 1890.

\_The Sectional Committee met at the School of Arts, Derry, at 10 a.m.]

. iPriomi:—
The Honohable FREDERICK THOMAS HUMPHERY (Chairman). 

Edward William O’Sullivan, Esq. | John Hurlet, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Kiama to Nowra.

Mr. John Stewart, auctioneer, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. 1378. Chairman.] What is your occupation ? Auctioneer.

J. Stewart. p379. How many years have you resided in the district ? About twenty-five years. _
' 1380. How have you been engaged during that time ? For a period of about ten years I was engaged in29Jan., 1890.farming_ 1 S * S i

1381. As a freeholder or tenant ? Tenant farmer.
* 1382. Can you speak as to the progress of the district during the last ten years ? Yes.

1383. Can you say how many fanners there were in this part of the Shoalhaven district ten years ago ? 
I cannot say how many there were then, but I can say how many there were about five years ago. My 
information relates to the north side of the Shoalhaven River, and westward into the Kangaroo Yalley.
1384. The information you are now about to give the Committee will be concerning the district bounded 
by the north side of the Shoalhaven River, including the Kangaroo Yalley, and extending northward to 
the boundary of the Kiama electorate? Yes. Five years ago there were, as nearly as possible, 450 
farmers engaged in dairying within that boundary.
1385. About how many of those were tenant farmers and how many freeholders ? About one-half, as
nearly as I can judge. _ _
1386. Were the holdings of the freehold farmers taken up as conditional purchases ? The great bulk of 
them were, but some of them had been taken up before 1861, but they were comparatively few. The 
bulk of the land was occupied by persons who had taken it up under the Act of 1861.
1387. How many souls do you think that would represent ? I would take it to represent about 4,000,
including employees. _ .
1388. When you say that 450 persons were settled on the soil, do you mean that the farming population 
was 450 ? There were 450 men who owned farms.
1389. You do not mean the people engaged in business in the towns ? No; and that number does not 
include the wives and families.
1390. Could you say how many stock there were on the land five years ago ? About 20,000 cattle and
horses. _ _
1391. Can you say what quantity of maize was grown in this district five years ago ? I suppose about
150,000 bushels a year. _ _
1392. Can you say what quantity of butter was produced ? No ; I could tell what quantity is produced
now. _ _ .
1393. Can you state the number of farms that were in occupation at that time ? They have not increased
much within the last five years, because most of the good land available for dairying purposes had been 
taken up, and the only improvement which has taken place between then and now is that more land has 
been placed under grass and made useful for dairying purposes. _
1394. Can you state what number of acres of available land is held by the proprietors of the Berry 
estate ? Roughly speaking, I think about 20,000 acres.
1395. About how many families could be maintained on that area? About 500.
1396. How many souls would that represent ? I think about 3,000. In connection with that I would 
like to state that about a quarter of that 20,000 acres is available for maize-growing.
1397. About 5,000 acres out of 20,000 acres ? Yes. The yield of maize is about 40 bushels to the acre. 
'That would give 50,000 bags, or about 5,000 tons of maize to be exported every year.
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'1398. Can yon speak as to the production of the past year;—how many lbs. of butter were sent Mr. 
away ? I can give you a pretty accurate estimate of that hy referring to the factories. The factories J Stewart, 
include two at Gerringong, one at Ifoxground, one at Berry, one at Jasper’s Bush, two in the Kangaroo 
Yalley, two at Cambewarra, and two at Shoalhaven. These, I believe, would be within the influence of 29 JaD’’189a 
the proposed railway.
1399. Are you speaking of public factories ? Yes.
1400. Are any private separators used ? I suppose there are fifteen or twenty separators in addition to 
the factories. The approximate quantity of butter sent from the butter factory is 183 tons in twelve 
months, which I value at a little over £9,000. The approximate quantity from the other factories—

. eleven or twelve of them—would be 1,351,820 lb. of butter in a year.
1401. How many factories are there altogether ? Eleven or twelve. There is a factory on the mountain 
belonging to Mr. Graham which I did not include. All the factories would send their butter by rail.
1402. What is your reason for saying that the butter would go by rail instead of by water ? The Kiama 
people can get their produce cheaper by rail than by steamer.
1403. Would the rapid transit be an advantage ? Yes.
1404. Is it probable that a milk trade would be opened up in the event of a railway being constructed ?
I think so.
1405. Is there at the present time any milk trade from here P Ho; the only means of transit is by 
steamer, and milk deteriorates very rapidly.
1406. Ho the farmers send their milk to the factories at present? Yes. They are worked on the 
co-operative principle, the proceeds being shared at the end of the month.
1407. Can you say what has been the average price paid to the farmer ? The price of milk is from 4Jd. 
to 5d. a gallon, which, I suppose, would represent Is. a lb. net profit for butter. .
1408. Has any butter been shipped from this district direct to England. Yes. The company in Sydney 
has sent large quantities of butter home by the Orient Company’s steamers within the last three or four 
months.
1409. Do they ship through their Sydney^agents ? They employ a company to send the butter.
1410. They do not employ people who ship to England ? It is a kind of mutual arrangement. All the
butter that has been sent to England from this district has gone through the South Coast Co-operative 
Company at Sydney. .
1411. Has that company been established to afford facilities for disposing of the produce of this and the 
Camden district ? Yes ; it was established exclusively by the farmers of those districts to get the highest 
advantage from the sale of butter.
1412. Where do the principal shareholders live? On the coast here—from Shoalhaven to Wollongong.
The directors are all south-coast men. °
1413. Have you seen the plan showing the route of the proposed railway between Kiama and Shoalhaven?
Ho, but I know the route.
1414. Do you think if the line be constructed as proposed it will serve the district ? I think so. I do 
not think it could be improved upon.
1415. As far as convenience for travelling and giving people facilities to send away their goods •
are concerned, do you think there will be a large passenger and goods traffic on the line between Shoal- ‘
haven and Sydney ? I think so. The population of the district is considerable at present, but by the 
opening up of more land on the Berry Estate, and the opening up of other land between Shoalhaven and
Jervis Bay I am sure both the population and the traffic will increase.
1416. The cost of the railway will be £381,000. The working expenses will be £5,000 or £6,000 a year, 
and the interest on the cost of construction will be between £13,000 and £14,000 making an annual 
charge of £20,000 do you think that Parliament would be justified in authorizing the construction of 
that line in the expectation that the revenue from the traffic will, in a short time, defray the working expenses 
and pay a portion of the interest on the cost of its construction ? I am confident that it will pay within 
a reasonable time as well as any line that has been opened. I understand that the line from Sydney to 
Kiama has come up to expectations and I am convinced that the revenue will be greatly increased if the 
line were extended to Shoalhaven which is a large and populous district.
1417. Do you think there would be a large goods and passenger traffic within the first year of the open
ing of the line ? I do not know that it would be up to expectations in the first year. It takes sometime 
to break off people’s connection with the steamers. They might not be in a position to send their goods 
by train immediately—that would come within a reasonable time.
1418. Why would they not be in a position to select their own mode of transit? There might be 
temptations placed in their way by the owners of the steamers.
1419. In the shape of a reduction of freight ? Yes.
1420. Is there any bacon sent away from here ? Yes, both from Gerringong and here.
1421. Can you say what is the value of the bacon sent from here during the past twelve months ? I 
could not.
1422. Is there a bacon factory here ? Yes. •
1423. How long has it been established ? Some years, and within the last month it has been very much 
improved. All the appliances necessary for making a good article have been obtained.
1424. Can you say how many pigs were slaughtered last year at the factory ? I could not.
1425. What is the passenger fare at present between Broughton Creek and Sydney ? About 13s. or 14s.
1426. What is the passenger fare by steamer? I do not known at present—it used to be from 15s. 
to 17s. 6d.
1427. How much a ton do you pay for freight between Sydney and Broughton Creek? That I do 
not know.
1428. Mr. O'Sullivan.'] Are there other lands unsettled in the district besides those on the Berrv estate ?
Yes.
1429. Where does that land lie ? Some is in the Kangaroo Yalley, some at the western end of Cambewarra.
1430. Then the district is by no means settled up to its fullest capacity ? At present there are very large 
areas of land on the south side of the river unoccupied.
1431. Do you think it likely that settlers to the eastward and southward round Broughton Creek will use • 
the railway ? I am certain they will.
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Mr. 1432. Do you think they will use the railway when they hare to cart to the railway from their farms—the 
J. Stewart, steamers calling at the wharves alongside their farms ? There are not many farmers who live on the 

9<vr^*~isQn river hank.
29 Jan., 1890. j suppose there will always be a certain amount of competition on the part of the steamers ? I

suppose so. There is another matter I want to refer to—there is a great area of coal land within 4 
miles of this place. _
1434. Mr. Hurley.Have you any knowledge of the mineral resources of the district? I have some 
knowledge of the coal.
1435. Do you produce a plan showing the locality referred to with regard to coal ? Yes.
1436. Is it Crown land ? It is at present, I believe. ' _
1437. What distance from the proposed line of railway ? About 4 miles from the probable site of the
railway station. _
1438. Does this coal run on the level from the mountain side ? Yes. To get the coal it will be necessary
to tunnel into the mountain. About 4,500 acres were taken up by Sir Henry Parkes and Mr. J. 
Sutherland. . _
1439. What is the size of the seam ? Mr. Taylor, the Victorian geologist, Mr. Scott, Mr. James Wilson, 
and others went up to the coal-field, and they found the base of the seam 15 or 16 feet of unbroken coal 
of excellent quality.
1440. What did the analysis of that coal give ? I can only give an opinion expressed by the geologist 
that it is good steam coal.
1441. Have they tried it in any quantity ? I do not think that they did that.
1442. Do you know of the existence of coal from your own personal inspection ? Yes.
1443. Do you own any land on the route of the proposed railway between Kiama and Howra ? Hone.
1444. Do you own any land between Howra and Jervis Bay ? Ho. I own some allotments in Howra.
1445. Do you know of any statistics that were prepared in the district ? I do.
1446. Had you anything to do in preparing them ? I had not.
1447. Can you say that they were true ? I honestly believe that they were. _
1448. Have you any interest in the butter or bacon factories round here ? Hot the slightest; but being
a business man I like to see the place prosper. ' _
1449. Have you been accustomed to any special class of agriculture ? The agriculture that is most
successful here is the growing of maize. _
1450. Does fruit grow here ? Pruit is not grown here extensively, because there is no market for it. I 
have no doubt that the construction of a railway would lead to the development of a great fruit industry. 
We have splendid fruit lands.
1451. Are the charges for freight by steamer higher than the charges for freight by rail ? Yes. Mr.
Dymock and others have told me that they can send butter to Sydney by rail cheaper and more quickly 
than they can by steamer. _
1452. You recognize the fact that the steamers will always compete with the railway ? I suppose they will.
1453. And if farmers can get their produce carried cheaper by steamer than by rail they will send it by

• sea ? As regards butter, I do not think they will.
1454. You said that 5,000 tons of maize were produced at a certain time ? I said that it could be pro
duced. What I mean is, that the land would produce about 5,000 tons of maize in addition to what is 
now growing.
1455. Does it not stand to common-sense that the farmers will adopt the cheaper means of transit ? Yes.
1456. Then there is a probability of that 5,000 tons of maize going by water instead of by rail ? It 
depends upon circumstances.
1457. Will not maize generally be sent by water instead of by rail ? I should think it would if the water 
carriage were cheap.
1458. Do you know of any land belonging to the Crown—any reserves—within a distance of 5 or 10 miles
of this place? Yes ; in the Kangaroo Valley, to the westward of the township, there is a considerable 
amount of land. I cannot say how much available for dairy-farming. _
1459. If it were thrown open for selection, would the people in the district be eager to buy it ? I think 
they would.
1460. What price would be a fair one for it ? About 25s. an acre.
1461. Do you look upon that land as being equal to the land immediately round this district? It is not 
quite so good.

. 1462. Is the carrying capacity of the land immediately around Berry equal to a cow to the acre ? The
level land would be.
1463. Would it take 2 acres of Crown land to carry a cow? About 3 acres.
1464. What is the value of the land around here ? The best of it is worth £50 an acre.
1465. Yet, according to you, the Crown land is worth only about £2 an acre? You must consider the 
distance it is from the market*-
1466. Would you rather give £50 an acre for land around here than £6 an acre in the place you have 
referred to ? I would.
1467. Have you had any experience in regard to pig-curing ? I know the process, but I have not been 
engaged in it.
1468. Can you give us any idea of the trade in fat cattle in the district ? The district is not able to 
supply itself with butcher’s meat. The chief supplies are got from Sydney and Braidwood. About 2,650 
cattle are slaughtered between Gerringong and Tomerong annually, three-fourths of which and all the 
sheep have to be imported. If railway facilities were provided the bulk of the fat cattle would come from 
Sydney by rail.
1469. Do you believe that the construction of a railway would increase the population if the land were 
thrown open and greater facilities were given for the people ? I am certain that it would.
1470. By 50 per cent. ? Yes ; in a reasonable time—say five or seven years.
1471. Chairman^ Could you say what the annual auction sales aggregate in the district? I suppose, 
between Shoalhaven and here and the Kangaroo Valley, the auctioneers put £60,000 or £70,000 a year

• through their hands.
1472. Principally in sales of stock ? Yes ; and lands.
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1473. How mucli exclusive of the land ? About £30,000. I am only giving a rough approximation.
1474. Do they make any bad debts P I cannot say that they do.
1475. What have your losses amounted to during the last five years in bad debts ? About 1 per cent.
1476. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] You several times referred to the Kangaroo Valley ;—do you include the produce 
of that district with that of the Berry district? Yes.
1477. You are not, perhaps, aware that the Howra people are doing the same ? I am doing it for railway 
purposes.

Mr.
J. Stewart.

29 Jan., 1890.

Mr. Lewis M‘Intyre, farmer and dairyman, sworn, and examined :—
1478. Mr. Hurley.] Have you been long in the district ? Thirty-five years.
1479. "What are you ? A farmer, growing grain sometimes, and at other times dairying.
1480. Then you have followed the industry successfully for a great number of years ? Yes.
1481. Are you still carrying it on ? I am.
1482. Do you think there is any opening in this district for more of your class ? I am sure that there is.
1483. What is the reason that they are not here ? My reason for the statement that I have made is this : 
Out of the very large acreage'we have here there ,is only a very small portion that is yet cleared and 
occupied. The land is all taken up, but not improved. There is really very little of the land, compara
tively speaking, that is improved to such an extent that it would not hold any more population. There is 
a great deal of it in a state of nature. Gradually, no doubt, this land will come to yield produce when it 
is cleared. One-fourth or one-third part of it is not yet cleared.
1484. Are you a freeholder ? I am.
1485. To what extent? About 400 acres.
1486. Did you take the land up under the Land Act ? Yes.
1487. Is there any land of a similar character available within 10 miles of this place? Yes; there is a 
reserve of about 170 acres at Cambewarra Mountain, and there is another reserve of about 50 acres, w-hich 
has been thrown open, but not yet taken up.
1488. That is not likely to give settlement to a large population, is it? Ho. I am speaking merely of 
the land almost adjacent to this place. There are considerable quantities not taken up besides that.
1489. Is there a large area of land near your own that was held by monopolists, and remains unimproved ? 
There are 200 acres near me which have been taken up a considerable time, but which are only improved to 
a very small extent. There are considerable portions of the holdings left unimproved.
1490. Do you grow anything upon your land? Principally rye grass for cattle.
1491. I suppose you have met with a great deal of difficulty in reaching a market ? Yes. The difficulties,
however, are not now so great as they have been in the past. I had a great many difficulties to contend 
with in the early days. _
1492. You had to depend on vessels or steamers ? In the early days we had no^regular steam communi
cation—sometimes we had only a punt, at other times no communication at all. How there are two 
steamers running twice every week, besides other droghers. - '
1493. Have you lost your produce by any crafts trading here ? Hot to any extent.
1494. Have your cattle been visited with any disease vdtile you have been here ? Yes, wdth the pleura.
1495. Was it very disastrous? Yes ; it was very bad some years ago.
1496. Suppose such a thing were to occur again, would the farmers be able to make a livelihood by dairy
farming ? They would probably inoculate their cattle, and be able to save them wdth a small amount of 
loss. They would be debarred from sending their produce to market for some time on account of the 
infectious nature of the disease. We do not consider it so serious a matter as we did when we did not 
know how to treat the disease.
1497. Do you look upon the advent of the railway as bringing great advantages to yourself and others ?
I think it would be a very great advantage. , ’
1498. In what way? It would enable us to send our produce to market much quicker, and there would 
be a very large passenger traffic. There is another thing which, I think, must be w7ell known to every 
one in the district, and it is that all our mountains contain rich seams of coal, and I have no doubt that if 
there were a railway from Kiama to Jervis Bay a large trade in coal would be carried on.
1499. Do you make that statement’on hearsay? JSIo ; simply from what I have seen myself. I could 
point out rich seams of coal cropping out on the surface.
1500. If a coal company were formed here, would you be prepared to go into it ? I should certainly be 
one of the shareholders.
1501. And if the freight charges on the railway were 25 per cent, in advance of what they are now, would 
you send your goods by rail or by steamer ? I think that the railways are the proper means for the con
veyance of coal.
1502. Do you think such a railway would be preferred to the steamers ? I think it would, especially for 
dairy produce. Butter being a perishable article, the dairy-farmers woujfi. use the railway, even if the 
railway charges were higher than the charges by the steamer.
1503. Do you think the passenger traffic would be absolutely in the hands of the railway ? Almost 
entirely.
1504. Have you any’idea of the two routes between here and the Shoalhaven River—that by Jamberoo 
and that by Kiama ? Yes. I have always held that the route through the Saddleback was a preferable 
one.

Mr.
L. MTntyre.

29 Jan., 1890.

1505. Why ? Because it would be a shorter route, and, in my opinion, it presents fewer difficulties than 
the other.
1506. You think the engineering difficulties would be less by that route ? I think they would be less if 
a tunnel were cut through the Saddleback, and the line carried on through the Box G-round.
1507. Do you speak from any professional knowledge ? Ho ; simply from my knowledge of both routes.
1508. You have heard the cost of the line stated ;—do you think that the construction of the line would
be beneficial as a national undertaking ? I believe it would pay well. I believe it would pay as well as 
any railway in the country except those near the metropolis—that is on account of the fertility of the 
soil, the large extent of it, and the output of coal that is likely to take place -when the line is open. I am 
certain that a large output of coal will take place here, and that the coal will be sent to Jervis Bay and 
Melbourne. . 1509.
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Mr. 1509. How far is the outcrop of coal from the line of the proposed railway P Prom 3 to 4 miles.
L. M'Intyre. ygpo. Have you any knowledge of the land in the district between Nowra and Jervis Bay ? Yes. I 
2<Tt A tsoo kel'eve ^ is well adapted for fruit growing, and I anticipate that it will be largely used for that purpose. 

^ ‘ 1511. Is it likely to provide homes for large populations ? I think there will be a large population there,
. and fruit and wine growing will be largely carried on. A party of Germans have lately started fruit

growing there, and I have no doubt that others will follow their example. My impression is that the 
land between Nowra and Jervis Bay will yield a very large revenue.
1512. You admit that the railway will be of great advantage to the district ? I do.
1513. Do you think that the people would stand a general land tax to defray the cost of the construction 
of the line ? I cannot speak for others, but I shall be willing to pay it myself.
1514. Mr. O'Sullivan.'] You prefer the Saddleback route ? Yes.
1515. Are you aware that that route passes through very high country some distance from the coast ? 
Yes.
1516. Do you think it likely that people along the coast would take their produce up the hills to the rail
way when they would have easy access to the steamer ? I do not; but I think there could be a loop-line 
from the Fox Ground to carry the Gerringong produce.
1517. If that line were constructed would it not encourage competition by the shipping ? I think that 
a line along the coast would encourage that more than a line on the Jamberoo route.
1518. Are not the Jamberoo people already within 5 miles of Kiama P I should say perhaps about 
5 miles.
1519. Would they not be served by a branch line into Jamberoo ? They might be.
1520. Are you aware that it would cost £183,000 more to construct the line through the Saddleback ? 
If that is so, the present line would be the best. I was under the impression that the Jamberoo route 
would be shorter and cheaper than the Kiama route.
1521. What industries do the farmers carry on? Principally dairying and growing maize. It has been 
stated that we do not rear many cattle, but the reason of that is that the holdings are small, and it pays 
better to produce butter than to fatten cattle.
1522. What becomes of all the young bull calves ? Some we keep. A good many we kill.
1523. Produce, when sent by sea, is liable to depreciation, is it not ? Yes, if it is not well taken care of.
1524. Would not butter be likely to be depreciated in a sea voyage ? It would go safer by rail.
1525. Would it not be in the interest of the farmer to have his maize carried by rail ? I think it very
likely that maize, not being a perishable article, the steamers would be largely used for carrying it.
1526. Is there likely to be any development of the Shoalhaven trade if the line is made ? Yes, I think 
so. Milk pays even better than the butter that is made in the factories.
1527. Are we likely to have, in the Shoalhaven district, anything like the development of the milk trade 
that has taken place since the opening of the railway to Kiama ? I think it is very likely that it would 
take place here.
1528. Do you not think that you are outside the range of the milk trade at Berry ? I should think not, 
considering the short time that it would take to go from here to Kiama.
1529. You think there would be a large coal trade developed here ? Yes.
1530. Why have no steps been taken to develop it ? Because, with such facilities as we have for carrying 
the coal away, it would not pay. It would not pay to send it by the steamers.
1531. How far are the coal seams from the coast ? Three or four miles.
1532. You seem to think that the coal will be sent down to Jervis Bay, and from there to Melbourne ? 
Yes ; and to other markets.
1533. Are you aware that there is coal land about Jervis Bay ? Yes.
1534. Do you think it likely that the coal mines here could compete with those of Jervis Bay at that 
port ? There may be greater difficulty in getting the coal at J ervis Bay. They may have to go to a great 
depth for the coal.
1535. The difference would be that they would work in a shaft there, and the coal miners here would 
work in an adit ? Yes, but the fact that coal mining was carried on at Jervis Bay would not prevent it 
from being gone on with here.
1536. If the remainder of the Berry Estate is thrown open to settlement and the district is rendered 
accessible by railway, I suppose it would be no stretch of imagination to say that the population of the 
district would be increased by one half within ten years ? I think it would not be too much to say that 
the population would be doubled.
1537. Is there room for the present population ? Yes, and for more.
1538. Then why are so many young men going away from here to the north coast ? Families have left 
this district and gone to the north coast because they were tenants here, and they desired to have land of 
their own. They were able to sell the goodwill of their farms for considerable sums, and to take up large 
areas of land on the north coast, and they have left this district to take up larger areas than they could 
get here; and further, they could get those lands for a few shillings an acre. It was men with large 
families who went to the north coast. Those men settled here on small holdings, but when their families 
increased, they found their farms too small, and being able to sell out at a high price, they realised a sum 
of money with which they took up land on the northern rivers. It is not because the district is not in a 
prosperous state, or because there is no land that those people left the southern district for the north.
1539. Do you think that a tenant farmer in this district with 100 acres of land under lease is as well off 
as a freeholder in a comparatively inferior district with the maximum area ? The tenant farmer here is 
well off.. Many of the tenant farmers are better off than those who are on their own land. The farmers- 
on the Berry Estate are very prosperous.
1540. And that notwithstanding that they have to pay a yearly rent ? Yes.
1541. And this class of settlers are likely to remain in the district ? Some may leave, but most of them
■will remain. .
1542. Then there is no danger of their going away for the mere sake of their getting a freehold ? I da 
not think there is any danger of many of them going.
1543. Ohairman.] How many years is it since you arrived in this district ? Thirty-five years.
1544. Have you any objection to state whether, on your arrival, you were in possession of large or small 
means ? My means were small.
1545. Were you a tenant farmer ? Yes, I took a clearing lease.
1546. How many years wmre you a tenant farmer ? For nearly thirty years. 1547.
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1547. Have the means which you possess been the result of your industry in this district ?
whole of my means. ‘
1548. You are comfortably off now, I suppose ? Pretty comfortable—well enough off now
1549 Can you say that your experience has been the same as that of many others who have ^
this district . Yes, of many of them who have come within my own observations, where they have been 
industrious. J
lo50. Notwithstanding all the vicissitudes of dairy farming, those who have been a long time in the 
district, who have commenced with small means and been industrious, are now comfortably off ? Yes. 
i rr?6 W”° ‘laS .^ee.n industrious and looked after his business, is in comfortable circumstances, 
any that I havcTno'wn18 a Vet7 ProsPerous one ? Tes> 1 thin]s tliat is as prosperous a community as

1552. Mr. Hurley.~\ If you were disposing of your land, what would you take per acre for it ? I am not 
disposed to part with my land, and if I was I should have to sell it under considerable disadvantages. 
Ihere are no good roads to the land.
1553. What price per acre would you place on your land ? I may state plainly that I would not take 
±■20 an acre lor it.

Yes, the Ml'-
L. M'Intyre.

• j . 29 Jan., 1890.nrvnr-oH in 7

J. Colley, 
Esq.

I think

think the deposits have about

Alexander John Colley, Esq., bank manager, sworn, and examined:—
1554. Chairman.'] What is your business ? Manager of the E.S. and A.C. Bank A.
1555 How long have you been in the district ? I have been Manager of the Bank here for twelve years, 
and I have lived m the coast district all my life. <= jcaia,
1556. Has your business grown during that time ? Yes. ■ 29 Jan., 1890,
1557. Has it doubled ? Yes ; more than doubled.
+E5fvYe1 y°U ter Ua.what ProSress has been made in your business up to the present time ? 
that the business has increased nearly tenfold within the last twelve years.
1559. Has the increase been continuous, year by year? Not year by year.’ The increase has been mnst
marked since the establishment of the South Coast and West Camden Co-operative Company; since then 
the increase has been very rapid. ^ v 1 ’ ucu
1560. When was that ? About six years ago.
1561. Have the fixed deposits been largely increased ? Yes.
1562. Can you state what the increase has been in the last ten years P
quadrupled. '
1563. Have you built in the township ? Yes.
1564. At what cost ? Our premises and land cost £6,300.
1565. Have you made any bad debts ? Not any. '
1566. Can you speak as to the prosperity of the people in the district generally ? Yes. Taking them

^ of othe^

1567. Have you examined the route of the proposed railway ? Yes ; as far as Bomederry.
1 Jt>8. Can you suggest any alteration or deviation in the route ? None whatever.

lou are favourable to the construction of the line as shown on the plan P Yes
of° th°£ i Willilead t0uth6 efPansiou f tbe trade of Berry? There is no doubt that theof this distnct must expand m the natural course of events; but I have no doubt that the 

'?°laf™ctl0n of the ProPosed railway will materially assist its development
worlJ tj6! y0“ P^ePared exPress any opinion having regard to the cost, as to whether the G-overnment 
vould be justified m constructing the proposed railway? I consider that they would be justified in so

1572 Do you think that the revenue from the railway will be sufficient to cover the working expenses 
yIt-'vi ^P^erest on the cost of its construction ? I certainly think so S P
Y11 that be within a reasonable time ? I think there will be a very large return immediately 

1574. How many banks were there here when you first came P Only our own ^
157d. How many are there now ? Three. '
Ye?’ banks’ y0Ur business bas increased tenfold ?
les^ One ot those banks only opened within the last six months.
1577. Are mortgages known here ? Yes. * ‘
1578. I mean out of the ordinary run of business—mortgages caused by distress P
numerous here. J
1579. Are they all pretty sound mortgages ? Oh, Yes. .
1580. Do you know the site for the station here ? Yes

^ t0 the inhabitants ? Quite so ; I have heard no complaints.
i roo tv •7-J ^-ou are acquainted with the land between here and Nowra ? Yes
lo33. It you were a member of a company that was asked to make this railway, considering the proposal 
to carry the hue on to Jervis Bay, would you recommend the company to make a line fronrthe Bomederry

cS j!5’000' <* - win be

1569.
1570. 
trade

Mortgages are very

* Mr- J°hn M‘Kenzie, farmer, sworn, and examined:__
1584. Mr. Hurley^ What are you ? A farmer.
lo85. Have you been long in the district ? Eorty-eight years.
i T° j the progress of the district during that time ? I have
1087. And it is ot a progressive nature ? Yery much so

JttVSIZXSf" £ur"”r if ““ 6i"“ 40^e”,, ^ m"1“‘? At‘be “to -
ISn w/?U b°i!d any ?U.blic P°sition in district ? Yes; I am Mayor of Broughton Yallev 
Icq?' yhfj 18 the popuJatmn of your municipal district ? I could not tell exactlyg J‘

SS/yir ‘m°"t re“”“lle “ I*le', UP°“ the profer‘J' ‘b»e? VeS; the ™„„„t is
30 («)—E

J.
Mr.

M‘Kenzie.

29 Jan., 1890.

1592.
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of

There are Crown lands that would do

Mr. 1592. What does your town consist of ? It is a rural district—there is.no town. .
J. M‘Kenzie. 159g yyhat are the farmers engaged in? Bearing stock, and dairy farming—they also grow some maize 

1594. Where is your market ? At Sydney.
29 Jan-> 189°. 1595. How do you reach the market ? By steamer. n , ,

1596. Do you suffer any inconvenience through the delay of the steamers ? Ikere is a deal 
inconvenience with regard to live stock. We cannot send live stock by steamer, because it they become 
weatherbound considerable loss is caused.
1597. Are you a freeholder or a tenant ? I am both a freeholder and a tenant. _

. 1598. Do you know the district within a radius of 10 miles ? I do.
1599. Is there any Crown land here useful for dairy purposes?
for fruit growing and wine growing. . .
1600. Have you any fruit ? Yes, plenty going to waste. We have no market tor it.
1601. If you could reach a market by rail, would you be prepared to put more land under cultivation .
Tes, all kinds of fruit grow well in this district. _
1602. Has the result of your labours as a farmer been satisfactory ? Yes. _
1603. You believe there is an opening here for a large number of people to settle? I do.
1604. Does the proposed line of railway run through your land ? No.
1605. If you could have the benefit of railway communication would you be prepared to pay a tax on 
your land ? I should.
1606. Have you any knowledge of the land beyond Nowra ? I had some years ago. . i j. j
1607. Do you believe it is suitable for population? It is more suitable tban tbe land that is populated
between Sydney and Wollongong. _ _ , 1,
1608. As a resident farmer, would you utilise the railway if it were constructed r 1 should.

- 1609. If you intended to dispose of your land how much per acre would you ask for it ? I purchased at 
four guineas per acre from the Crown, and I [could get nineteen guineas or twenty guineas per acre
for it now. . r .. o -nt
1610. Do you know of any reserves in your district that might be thrown open tor settlement. JNo.
1611. Have you any knowledge of the coal in the district ? I have. . . ,,
1612. Can you say whether the coal measures are satisfactory ? I know that there are seams m sight. 
In one place there are no less than six cropping out one above another. I have seen a sample of kerosene 
shale got in this district which was pronounced by Mr. Williams to be the best in the country.
1613. Do you know where it is ? I have an idea of the locality.
1614. Is it within 4 miles of the railway ? It is nearer than that.. _ . , 9
1615. Do you know of any other industry that is likely to come into existence if the railway is made . 
We can produce poultry, but if we send poultry by water they get injured. In Sydney there is always a
demand for poultry. j® j?
1616. During your residence of forty-eight years here have you ever known the district to suiter trom 
droughts or depression ? Yes. The year that I came here we had one of the most serious depressions 
that have ever occurred.
1617. What caused it ? Drought. .
1618. Has the district been so bad since ? It has never been so bad since. . .
1619. I suppose that when drought does occur it is not so bad here as it is in the interior of the country. 
No ; we are supplied with streams of water from the mountains.
1620. Are they always flowing ? More or less—sometimes they get small, but they are always available.
1621. In drv seasons you have very little grass? Yes. The cattle die, and we have to skin them.
1622. Have the people here suffered much loss through these droughts ? No ; most of _ the people here 
now were not here during the drought of 1848 ; and in recent years we have not had serious droughts.
1623. Do you grow fruit? Yes.
1624. Do you cultivate the orange ? Yes.
1625. Do you cultivate the vine ? Yes, and also the olive. „ . .
1626. I presume that if a railway gave you the command of a market you could develop the fruit-growing
industry ? Most decidedly. _ _
1627. You appear to have local government well developed in this part of the country . xes.
1628. And the people are satisfied to tax themselves to make their roads ? Yes.

' 1629. The whole of the South Coast district seems to be under local government ? Yes. _
1630. So that in addition to paying the ordinary taxes the farmers in this district are also paying lor
local government ? Yes. . , , , . , <3 -w 4.1. j. •
1631. They show their faith in the district by contributing towards local improvements . h68- ‘Yayls

. evident. When I came here you could not drive, except a bullock dray and six bullocks through the 
district. There were no roads.
1632. You say that the whole of the country is under local government? Yes. _ • 0 r u a
1633. Chairman?^ Were you possessed of large or small means when you arrived in the district. I had 
no means.
1634. Have many others been equally prosperous ? Yes.
1635. At present are there many settlers in Broughton Creek who are similarly prosperous . Yes. Ihe

' farmers of this district are a very prosperous class. •

H. L.
Lovegrove,

Esq.

29 Jan., 1890

Henry Daidley Dovegroye, Esq., bank manager, sworn, and examined:
1636. Mr. O'Sullivan^ What is your business ?_ I am manager of the Commercial Bank here.
1637. How long has your bank been established in this district ? A little under five yeais.
1638. How long have you been here ? Three and a half years.
1639. Is your business a progressive one ? Yes. , , . ,
1640. Is it progressing at a rate that is satisfactory to the management ? Yes, it has gone ahead with
sufficient rapidity to encourage them to give £1,000 for a quarter of an acre of land on which to erect a 
new building. _ _
1641. What will that structure cost ? £3,500, when it is completed. _ . .
1642. Do you find the people here in a sound financial condition ? Yes, in a very sound position.
1643. Have you any bad debts ? No.
1644. Do you hear of any foreclosing of mortgagees ? No. Io4o.
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1645. Have the people of the district many deposits in your hank P Tes, a very fair amount. H. L.
1646. I suppose the bank deposits are a good barometer as to the state of affairs in the district ? Tes. Lovegrove,
1647. Chairman.'] Have they been increasing ? Tes, every year. i,
1648. Could you say what proportion of deposits you have now as compared with what you had when vou 29 jan jggo
came into the district three and a half years ago ? The business was only started three and a half years '
ago, and the deposits at that time were very small.
1649. Say as compared with three years ago ? My business has trebled within that time.
1650. Mr. Hurley.'] Have you any knowledge of the line between here and Nowra ? Tes, I have a fair 
idea as to where it will run.
1651. I want to ask you this questionIf you were manager of a company asked to construct a line of 
railway from Kiama to J ervis Bay and you got your line up to Bomederry—where it was likely to remain 
say for five years, would you recommend the expenditure of £4,000 or £5,000 in making a branch line to>
Bomederry Bridge for the convenience of the people of Nowra, seeing that that branch line would be prac
tically useless after the railway had been carried across the river ? I think it will be very necessary to 
have that branch line, if the terminus is to remain at Bomederry four or five years.
1652. Even if it would be practically useless after that ? Tes, I certainly think it would be necessary.
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Mr. John Gray, dairy farmer, sworn, and examined:—
1653. Mr. Hurley7] Have you been long in the district? Tes, I came here as a boy. Mr. J. Gray.
1654. Tou were formerly Mayor of this town ? Tes, two years ago. "
1655. Could you tell us the annual expenditure in the municipality ? Altogether it amounts to from 29 Jan., j.890.
£1,000 to £1,200. r j e >
1656. Are you a tenant farmer ? Tes.
1657. A dairy farmer or an agricultural farmer ? A dairy farmer.
1658. "Where is your market ? At Sydney.
1659. If a railway were constructed through this district would you send your goods by rail or by steam
boat ? By railway—certainly.
1660. Even though the charges are higher than by steamer ? Tes, quick transit for perishable articles 
would justify a higher rate.
1661. Do you consider agriculture and dairy farming to be a success in the district ? Tes.
1662. And do you think there would be an increase in the population if the railway were made ? Tes.
1663. Are you satisfied with your position as a dairy farmer ? Tes.
1664. Can you say whether there are any Crown lands available which would be suitable for dairy farming 
and agriculture ? Yery little.
1665. Do you know the country beyond Nowra towards Jervis Bay ? Tes.
1666. Can you say anything as to its suitability for agriculture ? It is very suitable for fruit growings
1667. Do you know anything about the timber of the country? Tes, there is some fine timber down 
that way—a good deal of it.
1668. Mr. O Sullivan?] Can you tell the Committee anything about the growth of the bacon industry 
here ? Tes, at present something like 7,800 pigs are slaughtered annually at the factory at Berry, but it 
is not the largest factory.
1669. How many factories are there in the district of Nowra ? There is one in Gerringong one at
Jamberoo, one at Warrigee, and one at Pyree. ’
1670. Ton say they slaughtered 7,800 pigs in the factory at Berry, and that it is not the largest factory ?
No, the Gerringong factory is larger. ■'
1671. Then I suppose more pigs are slaughtered at Gerringong ? Tes.
1672. Are the other factories about the size of yours ? They are not so large as this factory.
1673. Will there be an average of 25,000 pigs slaughtered annually? Not so many—probably 10,000
or 12,000. j >
1674. And that bacon trade would be likely to come to the railway ? Tes.
1675. Do you manufacture cheese here ? Yery little.
1676. What is the reason that cheese is not produced in this district ? There is a cheese factory just 
starting in Cambewarra, but not in the Berry district.
1677. Is that the only one on the coast as far as Shoalhaven ? I think it is. . .
1678. Are you of opinion that the railway will develop a milk trade here ? I think it would.
1679. Tou think this district is not too far off to supply the metropolis with fresh milk? No, it is not
too far off. -
1680. What is your opinion with regard to the competition of the shipping with the railway ? I thinlr 
the railway will take all the butter milk, and poultry and other perishable articles to the Sydney markets.
1681. Do you think that the shipping will continue to take away the bacon and maize ? It would not 
take the bacon. Whether the shipping would take the maize would depend on the freight.
1682. Where is your farm ? About f of a mile from here.
1683. Are the people of the town of Berry freeholders or tenants ? All tenants except the hanks.
1684. And they are willing to carry on business here as tenants and to pay rent? Tes.
1685. Are the farmers round Berry freeholders or tenants ? They are all tenants within a radius of one 
mile and a half of Berry.
1686. And outside that radius do the freeholders begin ? Tes; at Broughton Yale and so on.
1687. What area is sufficient to keep a wife and three children upon ? It depends upon what the farmer 
does.
1688. Say in the dairying industry ? A man with his wife and two children could not do much in that 
industry.
1689. What area would be required to keep a family of five in comfort while paying rent ? Erom 50 to 
100 acres.
1690. What is the general size of the holdings of the tenants in this district ? Some farms comprise no 
more than 20 acres, others 150 acres, some up to 200 acres, and others up to 300 acres.
1691. If a railway were made through the district and it gave an impetus to the dairying industry, do you 
think it would cause young men to remain here, and divide the farms of their parents ? I do not think

. so.
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Mr. J. Gray. go. There is room for a great deal more population in the district, hut the population increases so fast 
f——s that it might overgrow itself, and people might have to leave in search of a more extensive field

29 Jan., 1890. elsewhere. dps
1692. Chairman.'] Do you know the unoccupied portion of the Berry Estate ? I do.
1693. Do you know how many acres of that land would he suitable for settlement ? I could not say 
exactly, hut there is such a large extent of it that there might he room for from 200 to 400 families.
1694. Then if the proprietors of the estate were to throw it open for settlement, and to grant leases of 
areas of from 50 acres to 150 acres, do you think the land would he readily taken up ? Tes.
1695. And it could be profitably occupied ? Tes.
1696. Is that land equal in its productive capabilities to the land already occupied around Berry ? Not 
all of it, but some of it is.
1697. How much an acre do you consider that that land would he worth as rent ? At present it is not 
worth a great deal, because it is not improved.
1698. How long have you been in the district? I came to the district in 1858.
1699. Have you been a tenant-farmer the whole of that time ? No.
1700. Did you take up a farm here in an unimproved condition ? No ; my farm was improved when I 
took it.
1701. Have the results of your industry been satisfactory ? Tes. -
1702. Has the municipal revenue increased within the last five years ? It has.

Henry Taylor Esq., Council Clerk, sworn, and examined.
Chairman^] Are you Council Clerk in the town of Berry ? Tes.
How long have you been Council Clerk ? Twenty-one years.
Has there been a municipality here for twenty-one years ? Tes.
What has the growdh of the municipality been during the past ten years ? Yery great. In the 

first year our revenue was only about £200; fifteen years ago it was about £320; ten years ago it 
was £400.
1707. What was it five years ago ? There was not much increase then. '
1708. What is the present revenue ? Close upon £500 a year, and we get from the Government a subsidy 
of £50 a mile. We have 14 miles of road, and we get £700 a year from the Government.
1709. Can you say what proportion of revenue has been received from farms, and what proportion from 
business premises ? There are very few business premises in town. The revenue from them will be £15 
or £20 a year, and the balance is received from the farming population.
1710. Do yon know what buildings have been erected in Berry by private enterprise during the last four 
or five years ? All the shops have been erected by private individuals.
1711. Has there been a large expenditure in improvement during the last four or five years ? Tes, 
very large.
1712. Is there an agricultural show-ground ? Tes.
1713. Can you say what the expenditure on that has been ? I cannot say. It must have been a large 
amount of money, as the land was all forest before it was cleared.
1714. Have any new hotels been built ? Tes ; one new one has been built, and additions have been made 
to the other.
1715. Can you tell what expenditure was incurred ? It amounted to £4,000 or £5,000. One thing I may 
mention with regard to the maize not going by the railway—there is a lot of corn used in Wollongong, 
and instead of shipping it to Sydney to have it brought back to Wollongong the farmers will send it 
by rail.
1716. The produce of this district then would be marketable at and beyond Kiama ? Tes ; but it would 
be necessary to continue the railway to Shoalhaven.
1717. Do you think the produce would have to be sent to Sydney in order to be shipped to Melbourne ? Tes

1703.
1704.
1705. 

29 Jan., 1890. 1706.

H. Taylor, 
Esq.

Philip Morton, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined :—
P. Morton, 1718. Chairman.] Tou are a Member of the Legislative Assembly, representing the district of Shoalhaven? 
Esq., M.P. yes.

1719. What is your position as regards the Berry estate ? I am assistant manager.
29 Jan., 1890.1720. Can you say how many acres of land forming part of that estate are still held by the proprietors 

unlet to tenants ? About 35,000 acres.
1721. Is it the intention of the proprietors to subdivide the land ? Tes ; they intend to throw part of
it open as soon as they can get the survey completed. They have engaged special surveyors, and they 
intend to have the land under swamp drained, and to throw the bushy parts and the hilly land open to 
settlement. ■
1722. Is it intended to subdivide it into small farms ? Into farms suitable for a man and his wife and 
family to settle on. There are applications from hundreds of people wanting to settle there, chiefly sons 
of present tenants, who wish to get farms in the district in which they have been reared, and the soil and

' climate of which they are acquainted with.
1723. Have you examined the route of the proposed railway extension ? Tes, every bit of it.
1724. Can you say whether the line, as laid out by the engineer, will probably serve the residents of the 
district through which it will pass ? .1 do not think it could be made to serve them better than it will if 
the line is carried out according to the last survey from Kiama to Shoalhaven.
1725. Have you any suggestion to make as to any alteration of the proposed line ? None whatever.
1726. Do you believe there would be a large increase in the railway traffic on the opening of the line? 
Tes ; I believe that it is only waiting for the railway, and that there will be an increase in every branch 
of traffic.

, 1727. Do you know that the cost of the construction of the line will be £381,000 ? Tes.
, 1728. Do you believe that the revenue from the line will pay the working expenses and defray the interest

on the cost of construction? I do, judging from the great traffic that there is between here and Kiama, 
the traffic to Moss Yale, and the traffic hy the steamers to Sydney. I am sure that all the passenger 
traffic will be carried by the railway to and from Sydney. 1729.



1729. Do you think that the Grovernment would he justified 
railway ? I do.
1730. And that it will he a1 profitable line ? Certainly.
1731. Mr. O' Sullivan What is the general condition of the 
solvent ? They are all solvent, and though I have been in almost every other part of New South Wales, 
having been for many years connected with the Commercial Bank as a manager, I have never known a 
class of men so prosperous and having so much money as they have.
1732. They are able to pay their rents, and at the same time to make good profit on their occupation ? 
They pay their rents, and a great many of them are able to save money and to take up land in other 
parts of the country.
1733. Have any of the tenants ever been turned out of their holdings for non-payment of rent ? Yery 
few ; and those who were turned out were turned out for other reasons than the non-payment of rent. 
When a man went insolvent he had to be turned out, because the value of the lease had to be handed 
over to the official assignee. Tenants have had to be turned out through roguery, but never where they 
worked their farms have they been unable to pay the rent.
1734. Any industrious man on a fair area can make a living ? Can make his rent and save money. We 
have had a proposal from gentlemen to take land for the flax-growing industry, and as soon as affairs 
are settled in connection with Mr. Berry’s decease, the matter will be dealt with. The application has 
been made for inferior land on a reasonable lease to grow flax upon it. Those who wish to obtain leases 
for this purpose have visited the district, and think that the swampy lands will be very suitable. ■
1735. Have all the tenants the leases ? No ; not many of them.
1736. Are their holdings secure ? They are.
1737. The tenants are not likely to be turned out ? No. We rather encourage them to stop on.
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in going to the expense of making this ^0j£°p’ 

tenants on the Berry estate ;—are they ^an-’

Mr. John Sheedy, post-office assistant, sworn, and examined:—
1738. Mr. O'Sullivan.~\ What are you ? Assistant at the Berry post-office.
1739. Can you tell us how many mails per week leave this post-office ? Eleven mails leave every day.
We send away eleven and we receive eleven. •
1740. To what places? Woodhill, Coolangatta, Kiama, Eoxground, Gerringong, Kangaroo Yalley, 
Broughton’s Yillage, Nowra, Jasper’s Brush, and Sydney. There are two mails daily to Sydney.
1741. Do you know the amount of receipts from telegrams at your office during the last year ? I only 
know from reference to the Blue Book. The number of telegrams transmitted last year was 2,741.
1742. Do you know the amount received from the sale of postage stamps ? I do not.
1743. Has the business of your office increased during the last three years ? I have only been here six
months ; but I think it shows an increase since I have been here. '
1744. Could you have a return made out showing the amount received for telegrams and for stamps
during the last five years, and showing whether the business is increasing or not? Yes. The postal 
revenue is £427 for 1889, and £156 from telegrams. __
1745. How many depositors have you in the savings bank ? 274. .
1746. Do you know the amount deposited ? £968. The number of money orders issued during last
year was 916, and the amount £2,253. The number of money orders paid was 226—the amount being 
£665. The number of letters posted was 51,891. We do not keep an account of the letters received.

Mr. J. Sheedy. 

29 Jan., 1890.

Mr. John Boxsell, dairy-farmer, sworn, and examined:—
1747. Mr. Hurley.^ What are you? Dairy-farmer. ' Mr.
1748. Have you been long in the district ? Twenty-seven or twenty-eight years. J- Boxsell.
1749. Are you on leased land ? No, my land is freehold. It was bought by auction before free selection ’'''TTY
commenced. Jan., 1890.
1750. You use it for grazing purposes ? Yes, and we grow crops for our own use.
1751. Have you been sending away any quantity of butter ? Until about seven months ago, but now I 
send my milk to the factory.
1752. Are you a shareholder in the factory ? Yes.
1753. Can you say whether the factory is likely to use the railway ? Yes, there is every probability of it 
because it affords quick transit.
1754. Will the railway run through your land? No.
1755. Seeing the advantages that a railway would afford, would you be prepared if a land tax were brought 
in to pay your quota towards the cost ? I suppose we should have to do it.
1756. Do you look upon dairy-farming as a success in this district ? I do.
1757. Do you think that the construction of a railway here would lead to an increase of the population?
I think so.
1758. Are there any lands open for selection outside the Berry estate ? There is not a great quantity of 
good land, but there is some towards Jervis Bay that will be taken up.
1759. What price would you take for your land ? I would not take £40 an acre for it.
1760. Is the land adjacent to yours equal to your own ? Yes ; my land adjoins the Berry estate.
1761. Can you say whether the railway as proposed will meet the wishes of the residents? Oh, yes. I
have not been over the line, but I know the country well, and I do not think that the route of the railway 
could be improved upon. ,
1762. Do you know anything of the alternative route, called the Jamberoo route ? Not much.
1763. Do you know anything of the land between Nowra and Jervis Bay ? I do ; it would make fine
vineyards, and there is some very good grazing-land amongst it.
1764. Do you think that with railway facilities large orchards would be likely to bebrought into existence 
in that district ? Yes ; the land is just adapted for that.
1765. Is it suitable for the growth of olives, grapes, and oranges? Yes ; they can grow splendid grapes
there. '
1766. Do you know anything about the mineral resources of the district ? Ido not, except what I have
heard. '
1767. Do you think the inhabitants of the district are in a good financial position? Yes ; they are well
to do there as a rule. 1768.
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Mr. 1768. Have you heard complaints about the inconvenience of tlie present means of eommnnication with 
J. -Hoxseii. Sydney ? yeg. In rough weather we cannot get our produce away.

29 Jarf^lSf'O ^re you a shareholder in the bacon and ham factory ? No.; I think one.man has that himself.
•> - • 1770. Can you say whether there are hundreds or thousands of acres of land suitable for maize-growing ?

Tes, there is plenty of land on tbe Berry Estate. .
1771. And you think that it would give employment to a large population if a railway were made ? Tes, 
there are thousands of acres of land covered with bush.
1772. Do you look upon the construction of the proposed line as a national investment P I do. The line 
has reached Kiama, where it just commences to get into the best part of the district.
1773. Tou think that the proposed line from Kiama to Nowra will be more productive than the line from 
Sydney to Kiama ? Tes.
1774. Mr. O’’ Sullivan.'] Is much produce lost through being sent by sea? Not a great deal. If butter is 
delayed it gets bad.
1775. Are the steamers often weather bound? Yery often.
1776. Does that deteriorate the live stock and butter? Tes, very much.
1777. Do you think the farmers would be likely to use the railway for the conveyance of their produce if 
it were carried out ? I do.
1778. How would maize and perishable productions be taken to market ? It would depend upon the cost
of carriage. If the rates by the steam-boats are lower than the rates by the railway the steam-boats may 
get the traffic, but that consideration will not influence every one. Earmers will not haul their produce 
6 or 7 miles when they can put it on a railway close at hand. •
1779. How about the farmers on the eastern side of the district, near Broughton Creek and the river ? 
There are only a few farmers there.
1780. Do you think that the farmers on the river are likely to cart their stuff to the station when they 
have steamers calling at a wharf near their property ? It depends on freight.
1781. Will not the fact that they can save cartage cause them to use the steamer ? They could take three 
or four loads a day, as the distance to the railway is not very great.
1782. How many acres have you ? 160 acres.
1783. How many cattle have you? I have 150 head altogether on this farm.
1784. Do you think thefland would carry a cow to the acre ? Tes.
1785. What is your estimate of a return of a cow per annum ? I never went into that. I could not tell 
you what a cow is worth.
1786. What is a cow worth per year ? £9 or £10.

46 PAELIAMENTABY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUDLIC WOEKS.

‘ Mr. Richard Morris, police constable, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. 1787. Chairman.] What is your position ? Eirst-class constable in the police force stationed at Broughton

R. Morris. Creek.
----- -\ 1788. How long have you been here ? Six years.

29 Jan., 1890. 1789. Have you collected the statistics of stock? I have collected my portion of them.
1790. What does your district comprise ? The district is subdivided between us. My portion of the 
district extends from the boundary here to Broughton Yillage and to Bomederry including Coolangatta, 
Broughton Yale, Brogle’s Creek, and Kangaroo Mount.
179 L. Will you give us the figures for your portion of the district ? I can only give you the approximate 
figures. I should think there are about 12,000 head of horses and cattle, and 7,000 pigs—that woul d be a low 
estimate and would not include the stock on Mr. Hayes’ property which would number a couple of hundred.
1792. Can you say what quantity of butter is sent away from this portion of the electorate ? I could not 
say. The greater portion of the milk is sent to the factories.
1793. Do you know how many pigs are slaughtered at the bacon factory ? I think that the number
which they stated to me at the factory was 4,845 pigs slaughtered during the year 1889—I speak from 
memory as I sent the returns in long ago. ... .
1794. Can you speak as to the progress made hy the district during the time that you have been here ? 
It has progressed wonderfully. It is progressing in every way. We have an increase every year in the 
schedules in which we insert the number of acres of occupied land.
1795. Can you say that the community as a body are prosperous ? Tes, the majority of them.
1796. Are there many insolvencies in the district ? No, very few.
1797. Can you say about how many have occurred during the period that you have been in the district ?
I should say not more than a dozen and those not for any great amount. _
1798. Do you know how many hotels have been built within the last four or five years in your portion of
the district ? There is only one hotel—“ The Great Southern ”—that has been built since I came here, and 
additions have been made to Mr. Lambert’s hotel. _
1799. Do you know what the cost of building that hotel has been ? The landlord told me that it 
cost £5,000.
1800. Is it built on freehold land ? No, on a twenty-one years leasehold.
1801. Do you think that if the railway is constructed as proposed there will be a very large traffic upon 
it? I should say there would be a great deal more than there is at present—a great many people would 
avail themselves of tlfe chance to go to Sydney who at present do not go once in twelve months.
1802. Why do they not go now ? People object to travel by the steamers, many not being able to stand 
the sea, and it is not very convenient travelling by coaches which are often over-crowded, especially at 
holiday times.

Mr. Jonathan Goldsmith Lambert, publican, sworn, and examined;—
Mr_ 1803. Mr. O'Sullivan.] What are you ? Hotelkeeper in this town.

J G. Lambert. 1804. Have you been long in Berry ? Eive years. _
/—s 1805. Has much progress been made by the district since you arrived here ? New buildings have been 

29 Jan., 1890. erected and the whole district has progressed.
1806. Has the population increased much ? I could not say.
1807. Tou have added to your hotel, have you not ? Tes. 1808.
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1808. Do you care to state how much you expended ? The new additions to my hotel cost me- £3,000. My.-
1809. Is your land freehold or leasehold ? Leasehold ; twenty-one year’s tenure. J.G-. Eamfcert.
1810. Do you consider that you will he well rewarded, for your expenditure, notwithstanding the cost
of the additions? I suppose I shall. _ 29 Jan., 1890.
1811. Are the other properties in the town built on leasehold lands ? Tes ; everything is leasehold.
1812. What is your frontage ? I think it is 72 feet.
1813. What rent do you pay ? £200 a year after paying my own expenses for building it.
1814. Do you pay all taxes ? Everything;
1815. Is £200 a year a fair average rental for an hotel in the principal street? No ; it is too much.
1816. Do you think there would be much competition if you offered your good-will for sale ? I could not 
say ; I do not think there would be very much competition.
1817. Are all the hotelkeepers in Berry doing well ? I could not say.
1818. Do you consider Berry a good business town ? I think it is.
1819. Berry is the centre, is it not, for the surrounding farmers, and markets are held, here once a week ?
Tes.
1820. Therefore it is likely to be a good railway centre ? I could not say ; I think it would be a good
centre. We have steam-boats within a mile of the town. I suppose that the boats would compete with the
railway, and it is cheaper to get goods by water than by train.
1821. Do you think you are likely as a business man, to use the boats instead of the railway? Cbm
sidering the way the coaches are running between Kiama and. Nowra, there must be a deal of passenger 
traffic. I would rather patronize the boats than the train. '
1822. If the boats carry goods at a lower rate you will patronize them? Of course they will run at 
lower rates. We get. goods here cheaper by the boats connected with the Berry Estate than they can get 
them at Kiama.
1823. I.suppose that a little delay does not matter in your business.? No.
1824. Do you think from the attractions of. this district that it is likely to be a resort for visitors ? Most 
decidedly.
1825. Have you: many now ? Not at present; but when, the railway is made there will no doubt be a 
great many more. Every one who comes here, and who has seen Mount Yictoria.and. the Blue Mountains, 
considers that the Blue Mountains cannot be compared with this place.
1826. Then this portion of the Illawarra district is likely to be a favourite resort of. tourists? I think, so..
1827. And that will add to the revenue of the railway ? . Tes.
1828. Ghairman.l Did you lease the land upon which you have built your hotel direct from Mr. Berry ?
Tes.
1829. Before that, did you buy the good-will of the old property ? Tes; I gave £2,500 for the good-will 
of the old house.
1830. Tou have spent altogether about £5,500 ? The amount is nearly £6,000.
1,831.- And you are under a ground rent of £200 a year ? Tes.
1832. Am I to understand that you are paying your way ? I have done, so far.

MINUTES OP EYIDENCE—EAILWAY EEOM KIAMA TO NOWEA* 4*7

Mr. G-eorge Erederick Davis, storekeeper, sworn, and examined
1833. Mr. Hurley^ What are you ? Storekeeper. " Mr.
1834. Have you been long in the district ? I have been upwards of four years hr Berry.. G. P. Davis.
1835. Has your trade increased much during the last twelve months1 ? It has. v
1836. Is your trade satisfactory ? Yes. , 29 Jan., 1890.
1837. Have you many bad debts on your books ? There are a few, not many..
1838. How do you get your goods ? By the “ Meeinderry ” and. the “ Coomonderry.”
1839. What is the freight ? 10s. a ton.
1840. Do you think the railway would be an advantage to yourself and. others in the same line of busi
ness-? I do.
1841. Would you take advantage of the railway, as against the boats? I should.
1842. Do you recognise, the fact that the railways- could not, carry freight at IQs.- a ton ? L think it would,
pay me. to get my goods by rail.
1843. Tou would rather have your goods carried by rail than submit to the inconvenience and. risk of,
steamer carriage ? Tes. ‘
1844. Do you insure your goods ? In some cases.
1845.. Erom your general knowledge of the people, can, you say whether they are in a healthy financial! 
position ? I should say that they are.
1848; The district is progressing ? Tes.
1847. Is the railway likely to bring about an increase of population ? I am.sure that it will.
1848. Have you any knowledge of the country beyond here ? No.
1849. Do you know anything of the agricultural or mineral resources1 of the district? No.
1850. Do you buy any grain ? Tes.
1851.. What trade in grain do you: do in a year? Between.£500 and £600 worth.. I sell it in.the 
district.
1852. Do you sell much fruit ? Only canned fruits. .
1853. "Where do they come come from ? We sell both American and. colonial.
1854. Do you sell Californian fruits ? Tes.
1855. Do you think that sufficient fruit could be grown in the district ? Tes.
1856. And that it is not done you attribute to the apathy of the people ? Tes ; to their indifference.
They are engaged in a more profitable business.
1857.. Do you think1 it would be good policy on. the part of the- Grovernment to make a railway through
this district on to Nowra ? Ido. I am sure it will be a good paying line. .
1858. Do you think it will pay working expenses and something towards the interest on,the. cost of coiv • 
struction ? I am sure of it.
1859. Do you think it will pay one half o£ 34- per. cent., on. the cost, of-construction ? I think so.

1860.
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Mr. _ 1860. Therefore you look on the advent of a railway to the district as likely to he most beneficial to the 
Gr. F. Davis. courLtry as an investment, and of great utility to the revenue ? I do.

' 1861. Are the accounts of the farmers paid weekly, monthly, or yearly ? They are paid monthly.
1862. Do they regularly meet their engagements ? Tes ; the majority of them.
1863. Tou consider this a sound business district ? Tes, one of the soundest in the colony.

29 Jan., 1890.

Mr. J. Cook. 1864.
' 1865. 

29 Jan., 1890. 2866.
1867.
1868.
1869.
1870.
1871.
1872.
1873.
1874.
1875.
1876.

Mr. John Cook, junior, farmer, sworn, and examined:—
Chairman.'] What are you ? Parmer, of Woodhill.
How far is that from the township of Berry ? Seven miles.
How many acres do you farm P About 480 acres.
How long have you been resident at Woodhill ? About twenty years.
Is your farm freehold or leasehold ? I have 380 acres of freehold and 100 acres of leasehold. 
What number of stock have you ? About 100. A portion of the land is not improved yet.
Have you any land under cultivation besides that for grazing? Very little—only a few acres.
Is your farm a dairy-farm ? Tes.
Do you send your milk to the factory ? No ; I use a separator.
What quantity of butter do you produce monthly ? About 800 or 1,000 lb.—about half a ton.
Do you send that to Sydney ? Tes.
What price do you get for it on the average ? About lOd. net all the year through.
Have you any other sources of income ? We have pigs and calves, grass and potatoes, but we do 

not grow much grain. .
1877. What do you regard as the average earnings of your milking herd ? I consider that a cow should 
bring in an average of about £10 a year.
1878. Can you say whether this district will be much benefited by a railway ? I have always been of 
opinion that it would be. The district is kept back for want of a railway.
1879. Do you think that the railway will be a profitable investment ? I think so.
1880. Do you think that there will be a large traffic from here in goods and passengers immediately upon 
the opening of a railway ? Tes.
1881. Have you heard what the cost of the line will be ? I have.
1882. Do you think that the revenue from the line will be sufficient to defray the working expenses and 
cover the interest on the cost of construction ? Tes, within a reasonable time.
1883. Have you seen the route of the railway ? Tes.
1884. Have you any suggestion to make as to any alteration or deviation of the line ? I think it cannot 
give any reasonable return unless it goes to Nowra Bridge. I think it will lose all the trade of Nowra if 
it is not carried to the bridge—the trade will go down the river and by sea.
1885. Do you think that the line should be extended to Jervis Bay ? I do.
1886. What is your reason for so thinking ? Because there are minerals in that direction, and I think 
that a considerable trade would spring up between the South Coast district and Melbourne.
1887. Are there many settlers in that direction ? Tes, the land is very rich, and there are homesteads 
scattered ail over it.
1888. Are they freeholds or leaseholds ? Freeholds. Between thirty and forty are settled in or at 
Broger’s Creek.
1889. Are the settlers prosperous ? They are very prosperous, and almost without an exception they 
have made comfortable homes for themselves.
1890. Mr. Hurley.] I heard you say that if the line stopped short at Bomederry instead of going to the
bridge it would be a failure ? I do not know whether it would be altogether a failure, but it would lose 
a great deal of the trade at Nowra. '
1891. Would it get the trade from Broughton Creek ? Tes, that would go by the line, but the Nowra 
trade would go by sea.
1892. Do you mean to say that a great deal of the trade will be lost to the railway if that branch line is 
not carried up to the Bomederry Bridge ? I think so. The people would not like to come far to this 
side of the bridge with their goods.
1893. Do you think they would patronise the steamers in preference to crossing the bridge ? If they had 
only to cross the bridge that would not be much, but they would have to go some distance at the other 
side of the river.
1894. Would the people of Nowra not prefer the railway to the steamer ? If it was near the bridge they 
would.
1895. It is 50 chains from the bridge to the Bomederry township. This line is to go on to the Nowra 
township and J ervis Bay, and under those circumstances do you think that the Government ought to 
construct the branch line ? I think they ought, because we cannot depend upon getting the railway 
carried over the river for a number of years. I think for all the cost of it the construction of the branch 
would be amply justified.
1896. Have you any knowledge of the country beyond Nowra? Only as regards its timber.
1897. How far do you live from here ? Seven miles.
1898. Are you influenced in regard to what you say by any talk that you have had with persons of 
Nowra? No. I am not influenced in any personal way—only by my desire to see the railway reach 
Nowra.
1899. Are you influenced by any conversation that you have had with people from Nowra ? No.
1900. Have you had a conversation with any one in reference to that branch line ? Not with any one in 
particular.
1901. Have you not had a conversation with a person who took a very prominent part in the controversy 
with regard to the construction of that branch line to Nowra ? No.
1902. Have you not had a conversation with a person who has been advocating that branch line in the 
newspapers ? Not one word.
1903. Tour opinion then is formed upon your own judgment ? Tes. '

Mr.
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1904.
1905.
1906.
1907.
1908.
1909.

Mr. Daniel Fraser, storekeeper, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. O’ Sullivan.'] What is your calling ? A storekeeper.
How long have you been in Berry p Two years.
Have you noticed any marked progress since you arrived here? Tes, a great deal 
Has the population of the town increased P t think it has, as regards the working classes.
What is your opinion of the financial position of the district ? I think it is a first-class district.

. •, 0 y°U o lriF 1T a ^lstnct as the people are likely to remain in, although attractions may
arise ekewheret Yes ; I believe the people will remain here, although the land all belongs to one person. 
,1910. Have you any bad debts P Not that I know of. ° 1
1911. Are the storekeepers in the district in the habit of giving mortgages of their property ? Not that
1 am aware ot. A 1 ^
1912. How do you get your stores down here? By Mr. Berry’s steamers.
1913 I suppose you are likely to continue to get them that way, unless the railway rates are lower than 
byethemmer rateS ? 14 ^ railway 18 m0re convemeilt 1 would pay a little more to have my goods carried

1914. Do you think that is the general opinion of the storekeepers in the district ? Tes.

Mr. D. Fraser. 

29Jmi., 1890.

Alexander John Colley, Esq., bank manager, sworn, and further examined :—
de“re Amake ?ome addition to your evidence ? Tes. I wish to give some A. J. Colley, 

statistics with regard to the local Agricultural Association to show the resources of the district. We Esq.
have one of the best agricultural associations in the colony, and the figures which I am about to lay 
before the Committee are rather remarkable, as showing the quantity of our products. At pre'sent there 29 Jan- 189°-
«WVef 13MQ1?frber8 °f ^SSratl0ni “4 at last sh°w £381 7s. 6d. was paid awav in prizes. At the 
show of 1889 there were 2,668 entnes of which 378 were horses ; cattle, 388 ; poultry and other animals,
178; dairy produce 147; vegetables, 239 ; fruits, 120; flowers, 437; saddlery, 8 ; implements, 5 ; needle-
rZ’-f f -b-nn ^1 vmafufaf'ires’ 2-;2 ; works of art, 325; total, 2,668. The society has a fixed 
deposit of £o00 in the bank. I do not think that any other local show in the Colony has ever had so 
large a number ot entries. J
about £200O11 ^ US ^ idea °f ^ am°Unt receivable from jour members ? The annual income is

1917■ y°ur grounds free from debt ? They do not belong to us ; they belong to Mr. Hay -
Was the show-yard provided by the Association or by Mr. Berry ? Mr. Berry bore the entire cost1918. 

of it.
1919.
1920. 
acres.
1921.

I suppose he still retains the right to it P Tes.
Chairman.] Were the buildings also erected by Mr. Berry? Tes. The area of the ground is 10
What was the cost of the buildings ? Between £3,000 and £4,000,-1 believe.

Mr. Andrew Gardiner, public school teacher, sworn, and examined:_
1922. Ohairman.] What are you ? Teacher of the public school. «
i oo3" tt°W bave y°u been bere ? Two years last Christmas. Gardiner
1924. Has there been any increase in the number of pupils in your school ? Te.s ; a considerable increase. —^ 
11int>,0J ? rany ^ereth®J'e on tbe rollf when you took charge of the school, and what is the present 29 Jan-> 189°

' i 1 cann,ot fve the exact number on the rolls of the school when I took charge, but I can give 
i ooc aiLCe’ wbicb was abollt 120. The present attendance is from 160 to 180

n there aUy ,othfr Pu,blic schoola withirl a radius of 5 miles ? Yes ; there are six.
192/. Gan you say whether the attendance at those schools has increased during the time that you have
been here ? Yes ; it has increased in two of them, especially at Jasper’s Brush and Harley Hill.
i qo T?n ^°U ^ increase is ? I could not saj exactly.
inon S° y°U tlaink has been ProPortionate to the increaise in your own school? Tes
loo?- ™ve youany Private schools in the district ? Tes ; there is one in this town '
tqqo* ww the atte,1(3ance ? . } really could not say. I know that they have a fair attendance.
1932. What do you consider a fair attendance ? I should say between a dozen and twenty.

30 (a)—G APPENDIX.
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. 
Railway from Kiama to Nowra.

[SECTIONAL COMMITTEE ]

APPENDIX.

A.
Rftdkn of Revenue collected at the Lands Office, Nowra. 

gir Crown Lands Office, Nowra, 31 January, 1890.
* In compliance with a request made by the Chairman of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 

1 have the honor to enclose herewith a return of revenue collected at the Lands Office, Nowra, from 1 January, 1880, to 
31 December, 1889 1 have> &c ,

F. GALBRAITH,
The Secretary, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, Sydney Crown Lands Agent.

Land Revenue
£ S d

1880 1,917 2 8
1881 2,909 13 9
1882 3,848 6 7
1883 3.675 7 3
1884 3,784 19 11
1885 2,559 16 7
1886 4,861 17 6
1887 3,257 3 1
1888 * 2,829 17 11
1889 3,251 6 6

Total £32,895 11 9

Mining Revenue
£ s d.

1880 57 10 0
1881 48 0 0
1882 37 5 0
1883 66 10 0
1884 28 15 0
1885 86 0 0
1886 149 0 0
1887 55 10 0
1888 419 0 0
1889 1,732 6 0

Total £2,679 16 0

B.
[To Evidence of Mr H Keon ]

gir Kiama, 30 Januarj, 1890
I hav e the honor to supplement my evidence re railway Kiama to Now ra, if it is admissible I am under the 

impression that the evidence given by me was not very clear as to alterations of freights When handing in the revised 
list of freights I should have stated that several items have never been altered, but have been the regular charge for the 
past twenty jears as they appear on the list 10s (ten shillings) per ton, viz , ironmongery, hardware, and all that class 
of goods, drapery, and measurement goods, which includes furniture, &c

I may also mention that the railway did more injury to the sailing vessels trading to this port than to the steam 
boats, as they carried all the lumber, such as bricks, timbei, coal, and blue metal, which comes and goes per tram We 
used only to carry small quantities, to oblige our customeis, as bricks and timber did not pay for handling and detention of 
our steameis Those items form the chief cargo for the tram Bricks are made along the line, and can be landed at the 
Kiama terminus almost as cheap as they could be delivered at the Sydney wharf for shipment to Kiama , coal also from 
WTollongong , live stock fiom Homebush We never carried any fat cattle—they used to be driven overland The whole 
of this trade is secured by the tram now, and has been from the start But I think it will be very slack shortly, as the 
chief buildings are now nearly completed, and there are plenty of vacant houses and stores in Kiama now

The great loss to the I S N Company was the passenger trade and the reduction in the freight of butter from 2s 
per ken to Is , and the loss of the factory butter from Jamberoo and Gerringong, all of which now goes per tram, although 
our rates are cheaper The annual yield of butter m a good season does not reach 38,000 kegs of 60 lb each from all 
sources—Shellharbour, Jamberoo, Kiama, and Gerringong , and this estimate will not allow foi any milk to be shipped, for 
the more milk going away, the less butter Mr Somerv ille’s estimate is pretty correct—a little over the mark, and no 
allowance made for the milk I may also mention that cartage from Kiama wharf is Is per load, and from Kiama railway 
piesent terminus 2s per load, so we only have the advantage of Is per load m that way

' I have, &c ,
The Hon F T Humphery, HUBERT KEON.

Chairman, Sectional Committee, Kiama to Nowra Railway Extension

Bl.
Rate of Freight on Goods shipped to or from Wollongong and Kiama, per

Compan\
Description, &c

Cases, I doz 
„ 2 „

3 „
„ 4 „

Casks, 4 doz 
Hhds. Beer, &c 
Barrels ,,
J casks ,,
18 gallon Kegs Spirits, &c
19 ,, ,,

o ,, ,,
Chests Tea 
Half chests Tea 
Boxes Tea
Parcels, medium size, 6d Extra, according to size, &c 
Soap, per box 
Candles, per box 
Fruit, per half case

,, other sizes in proportion

Illawarra Steam Navigation

Single Quantity.
£ s d. £ s d.
0 0 9 0 0 6
0 1 0 0 0 9
0 16 0 10
0 16 0 10
0 16 0 10
0 3 0 0 2 6
0 3 0 0 2 0
0 2 6 0 1 6
0 16 0 10
0 10 0 10
0 1 0 0 0 9
0 2 0 0 1 6
0 16 0 10
0 0 9 0 0 6

0 1 0 0 0 6
0 0 6 0 0 3
0 1 0 0 0 6
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Description, &c. Single.

Eggs, per case, sizes 1 to 4 doz. cases, at same rates as cases.
Butter ,, ..................................................................................... Medium size, 9d. : per keg
Horses ....................................................................................................  Stallions, IQs. each
'“?ws .......................................................................................................... Bulls, 10s. ,, ,,
E'f................................................................................................................................................... each

Sheep. .................................................. .................. under 20 head, 9d. each; over 20 head ,,
Maize, Oats, Barley, &c............................................................................................. per single bag

chaff.........................................................;”
Hay, pressed in bales...................... >........................................................................ ”
^arts. ..................................................................................................................................  each 10s. to
buggies............................................................................................................................... „ IQs. to

...............................................................................................   „ 15s. to
®r,®ks.................................................................................................................................... per 1,000

Timber .............................................. .................................................................  per ioo feet super.
Cement ......   per ton
Iron, bar or m cases................................................................................................. .............
Measurement Goods (Drapery, &c.).......................................................................................... ”

Quantity. 
£ s. d.

0 1 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 
0 2 6 
0 0 6 
0 10 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 15 0
0 15 0 
2 0 0
1 0 0 
10 0 
0 3 0 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0

c.
Business Transacted at the Post and Telegraph Office Berry.

®'r’ T , . , , . Berry, 4 February, 1890.
., . , /» reply to your request as to the amount of business transacted at the Post and Telegraph Office, Berry, during
1 oLla?4oiVeamount of stamps sold here is as under 1885, £429 12s.; 1886, £442 2s. 6d.; 1887, £475 15s. ; 
iooo, £427 ; 1889, £471 7s. 6d. T am ho

3 JOHN W. CLINCH, P.M#

[Four Plans.]

Sydney : Charles Potter, Government Printer.—1890.
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1890.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

KIAMA TO NOWEA EAILWAY BILL.
(MESSAGE No. 12.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 2 July, 1890.

By Deputation from the Governor,
ALFRED STEPHEN, Message No. 12.

Lieutenant-Governor.

In. accordance -with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constitution Act, the 
Governor recommends, for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly, the expediency of mating 
provision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with ,a Bill to sanction the construction of a 
line of Railway from Kiama to Nowra. .

Government Mouse, *
Sydney, 25th June, 1890.

[3d.] 302
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

RAILWAY FROM GRAFTON TO THE TWEED.

EEPOET.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, appointed during 
the first Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 
188S, 51 Yic. No. 37, and the Public Works Act Amendment Act of 1889,
52 Yic. No. 26, to whom was referred the duty of considering and reporting 
upon “ the expediency of constructing a line of railway from Grafton to the 
Tweed,” have, after due inquiry, resolved that it is expedient the railway should 
he constructed from Lismore to the Tweed; and, in accordance with the 
provision of sub-section IY, of clause 13, of the Public Works Act, report their 
resolution to the Legislative Assembly :—

1. The proposed railway would commence at Grafton on the north bank of Description 
the Clarence River, and passing through the counties of Clarence, Richmond, and^*®^^ 
Rous, touching population-centres at Casino, Lismore, Bexhill, Clunes, and Cavvanba ^ *
(Byron Bay), would extend to Murwillumbah on the Tweed River, the length of the 
line being 140 miles 76 chains, and the estimated total cost £1,728,100, exclusive of 
the cost of land and compensation.

2. In making their inquiry as to the expediency or otherwise of constructing important
this railway the Committee have, for several reasons, been more than ordinarily the
impressed with the importance attaching to the proposal. The line is not put 
forward as a branch railway, or a feeder to any railway in existence. It is contem
plated by its authors that it shall form part of what eventually shall be a great 
trunk-line, extending from the Queensland border north of the Tweed to the Hunter
River, costing, as near as an approximate estimate will show, £6,080,000; and 
several other contingencies come into view. At present the proposal does not go 
beyond the idea of the railway being a feeder to the Clarence and the Richmond, 
and to Byron Bay, but at the same time this portion of railway is regarded by the 
Government as a part of the contemplated trunk-line, and to a certain extent this 
circumstance becomes an element in the inquiry. Furthermore, the proposal is, in 
certain respects, affected by those for the improvement of the Clarence River, the 
Richmond River, and Byron Bay, and by the general question of making those 
places important centres for the carrying on of a large shipping trade.

3. The information before the Committee at the commencement of their information 
inquiry was not as complete as it should have been. At the time when the proposed committee, 
railway was referred by the Legislative Assembly to the Committee the route for
the line had not been properly surveyed or examined, no sectional plan had been 
prepared, and the estimate of the cost of the railway was, in a large measure, 
approximate. Before the taking of evidence was brought to a conclusion a surveyor 
went over the route, and a better knowledge of it was obtained, but up to the 
present no plan showing the sections of the railway has been before the Committee, 
and no plan of the kind can, therefore, be published with this Report. The absence 
of. complete plans has somewhat interfered with a satisfactory understanding of all 
the important details of the proposed railway, but this circumstance did not appear 
to the Committee to be of sufficient moment to prevent them from proceeding with 
the inquiry, and they have been able from the information which they have obtained 
from witnesses, and from a personal inspection by a Sectional Committee of the 
country through which the proposed railway would pass, to arrive at a conclusion 
which they consider is sound and justifiable, 4.
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4. The Committee commenced their inquiry by examining the Under 
Secretary for Public Works, the Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways, and some 
other witnesses whose evidence it was thought desirable to have, in order that the 
Committee might have a good general idea of the proposed line and the reasons 
put forward in support of it; and when that testimony was obtained a Sectional 
Committee, consisting of four members of the Committee, was appointed to visit 
the districts concerned in the construction of the proposed railway, take the 
evidence of witnesses in those localities, and, as far as possible, personally inspect 
the country through which the railway would pass. After the return of the 
Sectional Committee further evidence was taken in Sydney; and in this manner 
the inquiry has been made as full and complete as possible.

5. The principal matters upon which, in relation to the proposal before 
it has- appeared to the Committee desirable to obtain, evidence, have been :—. ,

(1.) The details of the proposal.
(2.) The necessity, or otherwise, for railway construction in the districts 

concerned.
(3.) Whether the route for the railway has been wisely chosen.
(4.) The questions of cost and probable traffic returns.
(5.) How far, or in what respect, if any, the improvement of the Clarence 

and Richmond Rivers affects the proposal.
(6.) To what extent, if any, the improvement of Byron Bay is associated 

with the proposed railway.
6. The details of the proposed railway will be found chiefly in the evidence of 

the Under Secretary for Public Works, the Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways, 
and the railway surveyors engaged in connection with the line. The estimate of 
cost has been made up in two parts—one from Grafton to Byron Bay, 108 miles 26 
chains, to cost £1,271,300, and the other from Byron Bay to the Tweed, 32 miles 
50 chains, £456,800. Taking the whole line into consideration the estimate of cost 
represents £12,256 a mile, irrespective of land and compensation. Eor the section 
from Grafton to Byron Bay the cost per mile is £11,736, and for the length between 
Byron Bay and Murwillumbah on the Tweed, £14,000. As will be seen further on, 
the Committee consider it expedient that the line should be constructed from 
Lismore to Murwillumbah, not from Grafton to Murwillumbah, and this reduction 
in the length of the railway means, at the same time, of course, a corresponding 
modification in the total cost. The length of line in the proposal before the 
Committee is 140 miles and 76 chains; the length represented in the decision of the 
Committee is about 60-1 miles, the probable cost of which would be about £800,000. 
The altitude and ruggedness of much of the country between Lismore and 
Murwillumbah are so great that anything like a straight line is impossible, and 
the only means of laying down a railway through the district appears to be 
to adopt an irregular route by which the line will run from Murwillumbah 
towards the coast At Byron Bay, and then bend at a sharp angle away from 
the coast again to Lismore at the head of the Richmond River. The ruling 
gradient on the line, the Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways considers, may be 
regarded as 1 in 50, though in a descent to Byron Bay there is a portion of the 
route, 1J mile in length, where the grade may be as steep as 1 in 40. Efforts are 
being made to reduce this heavy grade, and also to improve the line in other respects 
where improvement is found to be practicable, but at present the grade is as -stated. 
Several rivers and creeks will have to be crossed, a circumstance which forms a large 
feature in the cost of the line; but the cost of these bridges—given roughly as 
£175,500—may, ultimately, be found to be much less than the amount at present 
,set down for them. Eor example, a bridge across the -south arm of the Richmond 
River at Casino, the estimated cost of which as put before the Committee is 
£51,730, can be built, it has since been ascertained by recent borings, for £15,000, a 
reduction to the extent of nearly £37,000. This is an instance of the incomplete 
information alluded to in a previous portion of this Report as available to the Com
mittee at the commencement of their inquiry, as well as an indication of a possible 
reduction in the estimated cost of the bridges generally. The principal watercourses 
arc the Richmond River, Leycester’s Creek, Wilson’s Creek, and the Brunswick

. River;
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E-iver; but tbe crossing of the Richmond River and Leycester’s Creek is not involved 
in the Committee’s recommendation for the construction of a portion of the proposed 
railway. Regarding the proposal generally, the Acting Engineer-in-Chief considers 
the line to be the easiest and cheapest that could be made from the Richmond to 
the Tweed, and that it will serve more country than any other line that could be 
laid down there. .

7. In considering the question of the necessity or otherwise for railway con
struction in the districts concerned, there can be no doubt from the evidence adduced 
by the Eull Committee and by the Sectional Committee that railway facilities for 
the country between the Richmond and the Tweed Rivers are not only a necessity 
but the right of the settlers who have taken up land there. The land for the most 
part is as rich and productive as any land in the colony ; its poAvers of production 
are in some respects almost unlimited; but cultivation, and the increase of popu
lation by the progress of settlement, are retarded by the want of suitable means for 
the conveyance of produce to market. This difficulty is referred to and explained 
very fully in the Committee’s Report upon the proposed breakwater at Byron Bay, 
and what is said in that report need not be repeated in this. All that it is necessary 
to say here, in addition to what has already been said on this point, is that the 
construction of a railway through the districts, lying between the Richmond and the 
Tweed, is a work likely to be not only useful to the population of those districts, but 
of great advantage to the colony. •

_ 8- If has already been stated that the Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways 
considers the proposed railway to be the easiest, cheapest, and most generally advan
tageous that could be laid down from the Richmond to the Tweed. That statement 
summarises effectually the advantages expected from the route, but an examination of 
the evidence given by the Acting Engineer-in-Chief, and by the surveyors employed 
by him in connection with the line, Avill show the reasons why he is of this opinion. 
A direct line from Lismore to Murwillumbah would have “ to cross a range, in which 
some of the points are 2,700 feet high, and others 2,000 and 1,400, gradually falling 
towards the coast to about 1,100,” and the route for the line has been chosen, as 
shown on the plan, “ in order to get round the hills and up the gullies,” or, in other 
words, so that the line may be constructed in the easiest manner possible. Except 
in one instance, the route has not been laid down specially to serve any particular 
place between the terminal points, and generally regarded it is considered to be the 
most direct and best route that could be adopted. “ Approximately,” the Acting 
Engineer-in-Chief states, “it is the only route you could take,” and, it is of 
importance to observe that he states that in any line from Grafton or Lismore to 
Murwillumbah it is necessary to go round by Byron Bay. Whether the question of 
improving Byron Bay is or is not considered, the railway must, owing to the nature 
■of the country, go within easy distance of the bay. The instance where the route 
has been laid down specially to serve a particular place is a locality called Tyagra- 
grass, between Byron Bay and the Brunswick River, a point through which four 
lines of road pass, and one which is expected to be an important centre of population. 
The route has been made to touch that point designedly, because of the advantages 
likely to accrue to the railway by so doing; through the other portions of the 
country to be traversed by the line the route has been chosen where it has appeared 
most practicable for the railway to be taken. *

The estimated cost of the railway, already stated, is described in one part 
of the evidence of the Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways as to a great extent 
•only approximate, but this refers apparently chiefly to the cost of the bridges. He 
says, however, that when the estimate was made “ there was not sufficient informa
tion to allow of anything but a mere approximation. When all the information is 
to hand the matter will be carefully gone into, and the greatest economy Avill be 
exercised.” Taking, the estimates all through he believes them to be ample; so that 
while there is a possibility of their being reduced, it would appear to be improbable 
that they will be exceeded. The estimated cost of the bridges may be reduced 
materially. It is probable that the traffic returns will be satisfactory within a 
reasonable period after the construction of the railway. The Railway Commissioners 
have carefully inspected the route and also a good deal of the surrounding country, 

2—5 . ‘ and,
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and, as will be seen by tbeir report, are favourable to tbe construction of tbe 
railway. They found the land to be for the most part of an exceedingly rich 
character and capable of producing “ almost any tropical or temperate zone product; ’ 
that practically every acre available for settlement has been taken up, but that in 
consequence of the difficulty of getting produce to market, only a portion of the land 
has been placed under cultivation; and that large supplies of very fine timber exist 
along the route. They are convinced, as well from their own observation as from 
assurances made to them, that if the railway were authorized a large number of the 
present holdings would be subdivided and “ at least six families would locate them
selves where at present there is only one;” and they “feel that the country urgently 
requires a railway, and are of opinion the demand should. be complied with, 
although,” they go on to say, “ it will be some considerable time before the large 
capital required for its construction will receive a fair return.” This difficulty, they 
suggest, should be met by setting aside as railway capital from the time it may be 
determined to make the railway one-half the money realised from the. sale of Crown 
land along the route and within 10 miles of it on either side, the Railway Commis
sioners, at the same time, to have a voice in the arrangements for the subdivision and 
mode of selling the land. There are along the route, and within the distance from it 
mentioned, Crown lands to the extent of 622,000 acres, the present value of which is 
£761,000, and the probable value, when the railway shall have been made, twice this 
amount. The report of the Sectional Committee is also strongly expressive of the 
richness and value of the land through Avhich the railway, if constructed, would go, and 
of the probability that cultivation would be carried on extensively immediately railway 
facilities for getting produce to market were available. Roads, as feeders to the line, 
would have to be provided. It was at first thought that the construction of the 
railway would effect a saving in road construction and maintenance in the district, 
but the result, naturally, will be an increase rather than a decrease in road expendi
ture. The main roads must be kept very much in the same order as now, and in 
addition to this tributary or branch roads will have to be made. Ibis expense, 
however, should be more than covered in the traffic the roads should bring to the 
railway.

10. One of the primary objects in Anew in the construction of this proposed 
railway is the attraction of goods and passenger traffic to the Clarence and the 
Richmond Rivers—principally to the Clarence. Proposals to improve the entrance 
of each of these rivers involve the expenditure of a large amount of money, and it 
has been thought desirable to attract to the rivers as much of the trade of the 
surrounding districts as can be done. But for reasons which will be found in the 
evidence, and which are summarised in the Sectional Committee’s Report, the 
Committee do not consider that the proposed railway Avould be the means of drawing 
traffic to the Clarence, and therefore they do not recommend that portion of the 
proposed line which would run between Grafton and Lismore. Except on the banks 
of creeks and in the immediate vicinity of rivers, the land between the Richmond 
and the Clarence is of very poor description, not at all likely to be cultivated to any 
very profitable extent; and, as produce from the country to the north of the 
Richmond would not be likely to pass that river and be sent 80 miles further on to 
the Clarence, the probability is there would be no appreciable goods traffic to the 
Clarence. Passenger traffic also ayouM in all likelihood be very limited, for it would 
be confined to travellers between Lismore and Casino and Grafton, and they would 
be feAV. Passengers from north of the Richmond to or from Sydney would, 
doubtless, make the Richmond or Byron Bay their terminal point on the railway, 
and would not travel to or from the Clarence. To the Richmond traffic by the 
railway is certain to go, for the river and its improved entrance will be the available 
outlet for the produce from a large portion of the district north of the river, and 
towards the country in the neighbourhood of Byron Bay.

11. In a manner similar to that in which the proposal for the railway is 
affected by the improvement of the Richmond River, the question of improving 
Byron Bay has a certain relation to the scheme. The route of the railway has been 
so laid down that the portion between the Tvreed and the Richmond converges at 
Byron Bay, and unless a large proportion of settlers are to be compelled fc send 
their produce along the railway many miles further than seems to be necessary, it 
should be shipped from Byron Bay. The improvement of Byron Bay for that

■ ' purpose
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purpose need not draw from the Richmond traffic which should legitimately go 
there. To those shippers of produce or to railway passengers whose nearest port of 
shipment is the Richmond, Lismore will he the traffic centre; and to those nearer 
to Byron Bay than to Lismore, Byron Bay will be the place where they will expect 
to trade with the most convenience and the least expense.

12. The Committee have decided to recommend that the proposed railway he The decision 
carried out from Lismore on the Richmond River to Murwillumbah on the river committee 
Tweed, and they have come to this decision because they consider that traffic is 
assured between those two points, and not between the Richmond and the Clarence.
To some extent their reasons for not supporting the construction of the portion of 
the railway between Lismore and Grafton have been already stated, and they will 
he found more fully stated in the Report of the Sectional Committee. The evidence 
obtained on the subject, together with the plans, &c., was finally considered on 
Thursday, 20 March, 1890; and the folloAving extract from the Minutes of Proceed
ings will show the position of the Committee in the matter :—

Mr. Cox moved (/>ro forma, notice of a similar motion having been given by Mr. Lee, and Mr.
. Lee being unavoidably absent),—“ That in the opinion of the Committee it is expedient the.

proposed railway from Grafton to the Tweed, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative 
Assembly, be carried out from Casino to the Tweed.”

Mr. Dowel seconded the motion {proforma).
' Mr. O’Sullivan moved, as an amendment,—“ That all the words after the word1 out’ be omitted.”

Mr. Dowel seconded the amendment.
The amendment was negatived on the following division :—

Ayes, 2. Noes, 10.
Mr. Dowel. Mr. Abbott.
Mr. O’Sullivan. Mr. Lackey.

Dr. Garran.
Mr. Humphery. .
Mr. Trickett.
Mr. Cox.
Mr. Garrard.
Mr. Copeland.
Mr. Tonkin.
Mr. Hurley.

Mr. Garrard moved, as an amendment,—“ That the word 1 Casino’ be omitted,”
The amendment was seconded by Mr. Copeland, and passed.
Mr. Garrard moved, as a further amendment,—“ That the word 1 Lismore ’ be inserted in the 

place of the word 1 Casino’.”
The amendment was seconded by Mr. O’Sullivan, and passed on the following division :—

Ayes, 9.
Mr. Abbott.
Mr. Lackey.
Dr. Garran.
Mr. Humphery.
Mr. Trickett.
Mr. Cox.
Mr. Garrard.
Mr. O’Sullivan.
Mr. Hurley.

The motion, as amended, was then agreed to.

Noes, 3. 
Mr. Copeland. 
Mr. Tonkin.

■ Mr. Dowel.

J. P. ABBOTT,
Chairman.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,
Sydney, 15th April, 1890.



310



31

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
WORKS.

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE.

RAILWAY FROM GRAFTON TO THE TWEED.

TUESDAY, 12 NOVEMBER, 1889.

' Present:—
JACOB G-AKEAED, Esq. (T£MronARY Chaiema^).

The Hon. Eeedeeick Thomas Httmphert. 
The Hon. N^illtam Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. G-eoroe Henry Cox.
James Erenezer Tonkin, Esq.

William Springthorpe Dowel, Esq. 
Edward William O’Slllitan, Esq. 
John Hurley, Esq. .
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.

The Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Eailwa.y from Grafton to the Tweed.

Joseph Barling, Escp, Under Secretary for Public Works, sworn, and examined :—
1. Temporary Chairman.What is your position in the Public Service? I am Under Secretary for J. Barling,
Public Works. ' Esq.
2. - Are you prepared to lay before the Committee a statement showing the position of the proposal now ^
before them ;—the Grafton to the Tweed Eailway ? Yes. I2 Nov., 1889.
I do not think it will be necessary for me to give any lengthy statement in regard to the proposal before the Committee, viz., 
for a Bailway from Grafton to the Tweed. 1 hand in a pretty full precis of the papers, which will supply any detailed 
information that may be required {Vide Appendix A.?). I may mention, however, that a sum of £1,980,000 for a line via 
Casino, Lismore, and the Brunswick was voted by Parliament in the Session of 1884, and the plan, section, and book of reference 
for the first section—a distance of about 20 miles from Grafton—were laid upon the tabic of the legislative Assembly and 
unanimously approved on the 15th September, 1886, and in the Legislative Council the proposal, by 15 votes to 7, was 
referred to a Select Committee, from which stage it has not since.emevged. On the 27th September of this year, the proposal 
was remitted by Parliament to the consideration of this Honorable Committee. The line may be shortly described as follows :—

“ Grafton to the Tweed Biver. Length, 140 miles 76 chains. The amount voted for this line was £1,980,000 for an assumed 
length of 165 miles, at the rate of £12,000 per mile, but the length ha^ since been ascertained by survey to be under 141 miles, 
and the estimated cost is £1,728,100 for the works of construction, exclusive of the cost; of land and compensation. The 
estimate has been made up in two parts, viz.:—Prom Grafton to Byron Bay, 108 miles 26 chains, £1,271,300; from Byron 
Bay to the Tweed, 32 miles 50 chains, £456,800 ; total, £1,728,100.’*

The Commissioners, in their report, have treated the estimated co*t of the line as £1,652,000 ; but their report was 
written before the estimate had been again revised by tbe railway engineers.

“ Tbe line, as proposed, commences in Mary-street, Grafton, on the north bank of the Clarence Biver. It passes in its 
course through the counties of Clarence, Kichmond, and Boas. The centres of population touched are—Casino, at 62^ miles ;
Lismore, at 80 miles ; Bexhill, at 85| miles; and Cavvanba (Byron Bay), at 1081 miles. Brunswick is passed through at 118 
miles, and Murwillumbah, on the Tweed, is reached at 140f miles. The large rivers crossed are—the Richmond, at 62 miles 
33 chains ; Leycester’s Creek, at 79 miles 43 chains; "Wilson’s Creek, at 88 miles 76 chains ; and Brunswick River, at 118 
miles 36 chains. August, 1888.” '

With the permission of the Commit!ee, I will now read the report of the Bailway Commissioners on the subject:—
“ Proposed Bailway from Grafton to the Tweed Biver, Casino, Lismore, and Byron Bay," 3rd May, 1889. In 

accordance with the provisions of the Public Works Act, 1888, section 13, we beg to report as under :—The Engineer-in-Chief 
estimates the cost of construction of a single line of Bailway (exclusive of land and compensation) at £1,652,000. Capital 
expenditure, at 31 per cent., £57,850. We have carefully inspected the route of the proposed Railway, and also a good deal 
of the surrounding country, and find the land, for a great portion of the distance, to he of the highest and most productive 
character we have seen in the Colony. The roads,however, are of the most defective kind. Prom Grafton toa point 10 miles 
south of Casino the country generally is excellent for grazing purposes, whilst the banks of the various creeks are well suited 
for cultivation, and the land is being taken up for this purpose. Yery fine timber also exists along the route, both hard and 
soft woods, ironbark, cedar, pine, &c., largely prevailing. After passing from the pastoral country, the whole of the land 
thence to Casino, Lismore, the Brunswick, and the Tweed, is of an exceedingly rich character, and capable of producing almost • 
any tropical or temperate zone product. We inspected about 140 miles of river and creek frontages in the district, and found 
that practically every acre of the land available for settlement had been taken up, and was under cultivation, thus 
clearly showing that where Hie means of getting tbe produce to market exists, the fertility of the land brought settlement.”

In a conversation which. I had with Mr. Eddy this morning, he specially emphasised this point, and gave it as one of the 
principal reasons for constructing a railway, that wherever there are facilities for the conveyance of produce to market, there the 
land is taken up and cultivated. .

“A considerable quantity of land has been taken up in the vicinity of the proposed route of tbe Bail way ; but, 
in consequence of the difficulty of getting produce to market, only a small proportion of the land has been cleared. We 
were assured, and we feel tliat in all probability such would be tbe case, that if the line is authorized a larger number of 
the existing land owners who possess 640-acre lots, and in some cases more, would at once subdivide their holdings, and that 
at the least six families would locate themselves where at present there is only one. The soil is so rich that a good income can be 
obtained even from a 40-acre holding. We feel that the country urgently requires arail way, and are of opinion the demand should 
be complied with, although it will be some considerable time before the large capital required for its construction will receive 
a fair return, and we therefore think an exceptional course should be followed in regard to its construction. Along the route 
of the railway, and within 10 miles of it on either side, there are Crown Lands to the extent of 622,000 acres, at present 
valued at £761,000, and undoubtedly if tbe line is made, this land, if sold judiciously, would realise to the State quite, if not 
more than, double this amount; and as the cost of making the railway will be very heavy, owing to the numerous waterways 
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J. Barling, to be crossed and the broken character of the country, rre would suggest for the consideration of the Groyernnient that the 
Esq. Eailway Capital should be credited with one-half the money realized from the sale of this land from the time it is decided to 

make the railway, the Eailway Commissioners to be allowed to haye a voice in the arrangements for the subdivision and mode of 
12 Nov. 1889. sale tbe land, which could otherwise be sold in accordance with the provisions of the law relating to Crown Lands. We are 

} aware that our proposal is one having no precedent in this country, but it is doubtless within the knowledge of the G-overn-
ment that, to a large extent, lines have been made in Ameriea on the Land Grant System, the Eailway Companies in that 
country having had conveyed to them alternate blocks of land to a depth of 20 miles back from the railway on 
either side, and the sale of these lands has enabled railways to he pushed forward into districts which could not otherwise 
have had such communication. This district in being isolated from the trunk line cannot contribute any additional traffic 
thereto, and in consequence of this, and also because of its great richness, we think in the interests of the State we are justi
fied in making this proposal for consideration. In the sister Colony of Victoria too, the Government write dorm the Eailway 
capital each year to the extent of £200,000 from moneys received from the sale of Crown lands, the total amount so credited 
up to June, 1888, being £2,200,000. It has been pointed out by deputations in various parts of the Colony that the American 
railways precede the population very considerably, and that,as a consequence,'very speedy settlement follows, but we do not 
think this state of things is applicable generally to Australia; the fact is lost sight of, that the population of America is 
exceedingly great, its growth from 1870 to 1880 having been eleven and a half millions, and that there is a continuous 
inpouring of emigrants of all nationalities into the country. On some days, there have been as many as 6,000 emigrants taken 
into New York alone by ships from Liverpool. If tbe line is authorized, very careful consideration will have to be given to 
fixing the position of the terminus at Grafton and Murwillumbah, as ultimately the railway will have to be extended south or 
west of Grafton, and in the north the line will, ere long, have to be taken forward to join the Queensland system of railways. 
We have not given the usual statement of estimated working expenses and traffic, as the figures cannot be laid down with any 
degree of certainty. We therefore ask to be relieved from giving this information, as we feel the figures would be, to a very great 
extent, speculative, and the subject is one requiringto be dealt with on broad principles of State. With regard to the line itself, if 
authorized, we ■would make arrangements for the station accommodation to be laid in the cheapest ■fray, so as to keep the first cost as 
low as possible until the income from the line justified a more liberal expenditure. (Signed) E. M. G. Eddy, Chief Commissioner. 
(Signed) Charles Oliver, Commissioner. (Signed) Wm. Fehon, Commissioner.” ^ _ ...

The Commissioners have pointed out the extraordinary fertility of the land through which a portion of this line 
would pass, and this is no doubt due not only to the richness of the soil, but also to the abundant rainfall with 
which the district is favoured. Mr. Eussell gives the mean average rainfall at Grafton—I am quoting now from 
the last meteorological report;—as 36 inches; Woodburn, 56’46 inches; Casino, 40‘26 inches; and Lismore, 46"63 
inches. The significance of this will be apparent, when it is stated that the mean average for the entire Colony is 
only 23*68 inches. As illustrating the value of some of the best land on the Clarence, I notice from a report made 
by tbe Chief Draftsman of the Mines Department to the Minister, dated February, 1887, tliat tenant farmers are paying rent 
in some cases as much as £2 10s. per acre per annum. I am informed, however, that the general average rent for farm lands is 
at present about 30s. per acre per annum. Comment has been made on tbe inferior character of the soil between Grafton 
and Casino. The Commissioners for Eailways, however, make it clear that it can only be called poor in comparison with the 
phenomenally rich lands which are to be found in the Eichmond and Tweed Eiver districts. Mr. Lyne, when Secretary 
for Works, in introducing the proposal to the House, said: “The country through which the line passes nearly as 
far as Casino is not rich agricultural land, but the line will open up a considerable area of Crown land, and will pass 
through fairly good country, here and there, in the neighbourhood of streams ; and in those parts there will be considerable 
agricultural development.” I may also perhaps be allowed to quote the words of Mr. Gullet, of the “ Daily Telegraph, 
who is a very competent witness, and he exactly bears out the remarks of the Eailway Commissioners. He says- 
“ With respect to the land between Casino and the Clarence, some widely different accounts were given to me. According to 
one version, it was very poor land; according to another, it was as rich as any agriculturalist could desire. I did not distrust the 
good faith of any of my informants, but found it difficult to explain such a conflict of estimate. I afterwards had an 
opportunity of seeing some that was described to me as first-class land, and then I understood tbe difficulty. It all arose from 
the difference of the standards of quality adopted. Coming to this land, with an average estimate of the agricultural land of 
the Colony in your mind as a standard, you take this as good, easily cleared, easily worked, highly improvable soil, capable of 
profitable tillage over a great portion, and good for grazing over the rest. But coming to it with the standard supplied by the 
fertile volcanic soil of the scrub, it certainly looks poor in comparison. The fact is, it is good second-class^ land, all more or 
less available for settlement, and certain to be selected were access to it afforded by the construction of a railway. I have no 
doubt that this case could be made out for the construction of the whole length of railway that, were it formed, within five 
years of its opening it would run through country occupied by genuine and prosperous settlement from one end to the other. 
Mr. Campbell, of the Mines Department, in his reports, also touches on the same question. In his pamphlet on “ Certain 
Agricultural Districts m New South Wales,” page 33, he says :—■“ There can be no doubt that the Clarence Eiver district is 
capable of producing a very great variety of crops, and of supporting an immense population. The extensive area of upland 
and hilly country, at present considered of little worth, will, in time, be found to be exceedingly valuable for many purposes - 
such as fruit-growing, dairying, grazing, &c. The Italian settlement called (New Italy,’ situated on this upland. ‘ poor 
country, between the Clarence and Eichmond Eivers, is a good illustration of the value of such land. For.the last six years 
the remnant of the Marquis de Eay’s emigrants have been settled here—thirty Italians and two French families. By dint of 
the very hard work of men, women, and children, these people have made themselves comfortable homes, fenced in their farms, 
made considerable clearings, planted small vineyards, which are just now coming into bearing, a few fruit trees, some olives, 
and mulberries, and pretty little flower gardens around their homes, which, as a rule, appeared to be kept extremely clean and 
neat.” Mr. Clifford, in his report on “New Italy,” referred to by Mr. Campbell, speaks as follows:—“Ever since the 
settlement of the Clarence and Eichmond districts, the land hereabouts, and, in fact, for the whole 20 odd miles between 
these two rivers, had been looked upon as too poor, and useless for other than lumbering purposes, for supplying local needs 
and the larger markets of Victoria and New Zealand ; and it was not until after the dispersion of the Italian immigrants by the 
‘James Paterson’ in April, 1881, which had the effect of sending one Eocca Comminitti to the Eichmond district, and who, 
in April, 1882, just twelve months after the dispersion, selected 40 acres of land in the parish of Donaldson, was any attempt 
made to set aside the damnatory verdict. For some years, being off the main line of traffic, the progress made by these hard
working people was almost unknown, even to the residents of the district, who certainly knew there was a settlement of Italians 
somewhere, but of any further knowledge people generally were destitute; but, when loads of grapes and healthy-looking suc
culent vegetables began to appear in the larger townships and settlements, local interest in the little colony was awakened, and 
visitors thereto astonished at the amount of sterling work these people had so quietly and unostentatiously done.” I have also 
here a letter from Mr. Angus Mackay, in answer to a letter which I sent him asking about the character of the soil between 
Grafton and Casino. I will hand it in as an appendix. [Vide Appendix 2?.] . . .... .

From the foregoing, I venture to think it will be seen that the construction of tbe line is justifiable on purely 
local grounds. It has, moreover, a very distinct national bearing, and I am authorized to say that the Minister 
for Works looks upon the construction of this line as portion of a national undertaking to construct a coast line from 
the Hunter Eiver to the Tweed, of which this will form a part. When Sir Henry Parkes introduced the railway proposals 
in June, 1888, he made the following remarks in reference to this coast line :—“Then we come to what must he regarded as a 
gigantic undertaking, one which will probably occupy a number of years; I should think, at least, five years. But we attach 
so much importance to it, after the most careful inquiries that we have been able to make, that we think that Parliament will be 
fully justified in sanctioning this great work. This is a line of a permanent character to strike off from the Hunter Eiver, and 
extending to the Tweed Eiver. We purpose, if Parliament assents to the proposal, to commence the line at both ends. [Mr. 
McElhone: It will cost £12,000,000 or £14,000,000 !] Not quite. The estimated cost is £6,080,000. We regard this as a trunk 
line. I have some personal knowledge of the country in places, and a very good knowledge of the whole of the country from trust
worthy reports. The line will pass through country than which there is no finer in New South Wales or in the world. . This 
country in many places is richly timbered, and is of great value for its forests. [Mr. McElhone : Only on the hanks of the rivers ! 
Mr. Crouch: That is untrue !] I have reason to believe that, from river to river, there is hardly any diminution of good land. 
I have travelled over some portion of it, which is certainly as rich as land can well be imagined to be ; and I do not know 
that there is in all Australia a tract of country more capable of sustaining a dense, industrious, and. prosperous population. 
There are several rivers which will have to be bridged, and this must be borne in mind in considering the total cost. The 
estimates are not based on superficial information, as I believe that the whole distance has been surveyed ; I am not quite 
sure on the point, but I think I am correct. The distance from the Hunter Eiver to Grafton is 307 miles, and the estimated
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cost of construction is £4,100,000. The distance from Grafton to the Tweed—a perfect garden all the way—is 140£ miles, 
and the estimated cost of that section is £1,980,000, making the total cost—which I think must be spread over five or six 
years—£6,080,000, according to the calculations of the Engineer-in-Chief. We purpose, if the House sanctions this proposal, 
asking in the first instance for a quarter of a million of money to commence the line.”

J. Barling,

12 Nov., 1889.
I have further to point out that this line will piece in with the proposal to connect the coast line with the tableland. 

At the present time there is a trial survey being made of a line from Guyra through the Don Derrige scrub (a very rich 
country), to South Grafton, which promises to be practicable. Lastly, the line may be taken in its strategical aspect, viz. :— 
The necessity of being able to concentrate troops rapidly at any point on our coasts which may be menaced, and the creation of 
the harbours which are proposed, will render this more imperative still. Regarding the effect the construction of this line 
would have on the common roads in the district, the Commissioner for Roads has given me the following memorandum, which, 
with the permission of the Committee, I will read :—

“ In the event of the proposed railway being constructed from Grafton to the Tweed, via Casino, 
Bay, what saving (approximately) would be effected in expenditure upon roads. Will Mr. Hickson 
5/11/89. Roads affected :—

Class. Length. £ 8.
2    24 miles, Grafton to Cross Roads..,......*........... 600 0
1   34 miles, Cross Roads to Cosino .................. 1,700 0
1   12 miles. Casino to Lismore .............................. 600 0
1   14 miles, Lismore to Ballina.............................. 700 0
1   20 miles, Ballina to Cape Byron ......   1,000 0
2    14 miles, Ballina via North Creek to Byron Bay 350 0
1   30 miles, Lismore to Brunswick ......................  1,500 0
1 .................... .*............. 26 miles, Brunswick to Tweed River ............... 1,300 0

Lismore, and Byron 
kindly say.—J. B.,

d.
0
0
0
0
0
O
0
0

. Total........................... £7,750 0 0
<f Indirectly, but at considerable distance westerly from proposed route, on the roads from Lismore to Queensland 

Border, now endowed to the amount of £5,750. When the new line of these is opened the other will probably fall into disuse. 
The only road on which saving could be effected by construction of a railway from Grafton via Casino, Lismore, and Byron Bay 
to the Tweed, wTould be on the road from Grafton to Casino, which would be almost abandoned, and its endowment, £2,300 
annually, might be omitted from schedule. Nothing could be saved from the other roads shown on list; on the contrary, 
with the increased settlement the railway would undoubtedly cause even larger endowments in the form of special grants, 
which would probably be required, and a number of tributary roads would also have to be made.—F.W., 6/11/89. The only road 
affected by this line would be that from Casino to Grafton, which at present costs £2,300 per annum. I am not at all clear, 
that much, if any, of this amount, would be saved ; as several portions of it would be still required as approaches to railway 
stations, and as such would have to be kept in repair. The expenditure on the other roads would certainly nob decrease, 
more likely increase on the grounds of being feeders to the railway.—R.H., 6/11/89.”

In regard to statistics of the district generally, these I have already handed in to the Committee, in connection with the 
proposal for a breakwater at Byron Bay, and I would ask that they be also taken into consideration in reference to the 
present proposal.

With regard to that portion of the Commissionera’ report, in which it is stated that the Government of Yictoria write 
down railway capital annually to the extent of £200,000, it may, perhaps, be interesting to the Committee if I quote from 
the Victorian Act, which deals with this question, and which the Minister has consulted, and which was referred to by him in the 
House. I refer to the Land Act of 1869, 33 Vic. No. 360, sections 42 to 44, which read as follows :—

Section 42. From and after the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and seventy, there shall he paid 
within • each year out of the Consolidated Revenue, from the moneys arising from the sale and alienation of Crown lands, 
under this Act, to the credit of a Trust Account to be called the “ Railway Loan Liquidation and Construction Account ” the 
sum of two hundred thousand pounds.

43. A.11 such moneys as shall from time to time be standing to the credit of the said account shall be and be deemed to
be appropriated, and be legally available for the following purposes, viz.:—The repurchase of any debentures heretofore or 
hereafter to be issued to provide for the construction of State Railways to such an amount as shall from time to time be 
approved of by the Governor in Council. The making of any railways, the construction of which ehall hereafter be authorized 
by any Act of Parliament. ^

44. The Minister shall lay before Parliament in the Session next after the passing of this Act, and in every following 
year, an estimate of the quantities of land which it is proposed to sell by auction during the ensuing year; and such estimate 
shall specify as far as may be practicable the quantities of each description of land proposed to be sold.

While on this question I may mention that a sum of £862,833 has been paid out of the Consolidated Revenue on account 
of capital charges in connection with railway construction. This amount is chiefly made up of the cost of the Engineer-in
Chief’s establishment to date, and a further sum of £1,047,975 has been paid out of the Revenue to meet debentures as they 
fell due. I may also point out,—though no doubtthis is common to all railway construction in the various Colonies—that the 
state land through which the railways pass is handed over to the Commissioners without any credit being given to the land 
revenue, which in fact means using what would otherwise be land revenue for construction purposes. I find that up to the 
present time, the quantity of Crown land taken for railway purposes amounts to 22,300 acres 2 roods 5 perches. The 
quantity of private land taken is 21,212 acres 1 rood 24 perches, and the amount paid on account thereof to date is 
£1,238,151 4s. 7d. With regard to the whole of this important question, I am authorized to say that the Ministersfor Works 
and Lands are in consultation with a view to bringing some tangible proposal before the Cabinet in relation thereto.

The question of writing down the capital value of any new railways from the proceeds of land, increased in value by 
the construction of such railways, is to be considered by the Cabinet as a separate question, and it is not- thought desirable by 
the Minister to connect the two matters in an isolated case of railway construction. In the Commissioners’ report on another 
railway to come before this Committee, a similar proposal has been made, and the whole question will, therefore, be more fitly 
dealt with, apart from such considerations the desirablity of railway construction.
3. Mr. Trickett.'] Have you a description of tlie country traversed, with which to complete your statement ? 
The Engineer-in-Chief for Railways, and the surveyors who will follow me, will give you that.
4s. Temporary Chairman?^ Ton have no personal knowledge of the country, or of the proposal-? No, 
I have not. I have simply given an historical account of the proposal, and, to a certain extent, the pohey 
of the Government in regard to the matter. _
5. Mr. Dowel.] Ton referred to one particular class of country as being very inferior—bad?—I said 
“ comparatively speaking inferior.”
6. Have you any information as to a large discovery of minerals having been made on that land ? I 
believe that mineral discoveries have been made there ; but I have no information on that point at the 
present moment.
7. Mr. Oox.] Do you know the country between Casino and Grafton ? I have been to Grafton ; but I 
have never travelled between Casino and Grafton.
8. In your reference just now to the Italian settlement on the Richmond, you said that the land there was 
comparatively poor ? Yes. I think my object in referring to that settlement was not quite understood. 
I did not wish it to he inferred that the railway passed by there. I was only trying to show what could 
be done on comparatively poor soil in the district.
9. Do you think it desirable that we should spend large sums of money in making comparatively poor 
country valuable, when we have a large amount of rich country that could be made available ? I pointed out
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ttat there were national reasons for constructing the line, and I then endeavoured to point out that what 
is called poor country is only comparativety poor,—-that very good results can be obtained from it which 

12Not' 1889 wou^ ^ie construction of a railway yier se.
■’ ‘ 10, Is it not more desirable that we should give the people, who are settled on really rich land, opportunities

of getting their produce to the coast, than that we should afford those opportunities to people on compara
tively poor country ? Undoubtedly, if it stands by itself.

PAHLIAMENTABY STAKDIXG COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEK3-

J. Barling, 
Esq.

Henry Deane, Esq., Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways, sworn, and examined:— 
Temporary GJiairman.~\ You are Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways ? Yes.
Do you know the proposed route of the railway from Grafton to the Tweed ? Yes.
Have you visited the country itself ? Ho ; I have not been over the country.
You have no personal knowledge of the country nor of the proposed route ? No.
What surveyors have been engaged on this work ? The surveyors at present in the field are Messrs. 

Lloyd, Wilkins, and Caswell.
1(>. Is there any officer in the head office who has been engaged on this survey at any time ? Yes ; Mr. 
Alexander has examined a portion of the line between Byron Bay and the Brunswick.
17. That portion only ? Yes ; and Mr. Burge has been through the first portion, from Grafton to Byron 
Bay. Mr. Alexander is in the head office, but Mr. Burge has left to examine the line from the Brunswick 
to Murwillumbah, and he will be able to give information to the Sectional Committee visiting the district. 
IS. You have only one officer in the head office who has been employed on the line, and he only knows 
that portion of it from Byron Bay to the Brunswick ? Yes.
19. All the other gentlemen are at present in the field ? Yes.
20. It would be very inconvenient to bring them here P Yes ; it is a long journey, and it would delay the 
work very much.
21. Have you gone personally through the reports and data upon which this proposal is based ? Yes.
22. What are the ruling gradients on the line P The ruling gradient on the line I think we may say is 1 
in 50 ; but there is a small portion in the descent to Byron Bay where I am very much afraid wo shall 
not be able to get less than 1 in 40.
23. Then it is a 1 in 40 grade ? The 1 in 40 grade is confined to that one place.
24. Is it a short pinch ? 1£ mile.
25. If the proposed railway is to be worked as a continuous railway from the Tweed to Grafton, that 
pinch will govern the whole line ? No. You can have a banking engine if you confine your steep 
gradients to one place.
26. Is this pinch necessary to enable you to get down to Byron Bay ? Yes ; but Mr. Burge is going to 
examine it himself; and if necessary one of the surveyors will be deputed to examine it very carefully, 
because we are very anxious to get rid of the steep grade if possible.
27. At all events this grade of I in 40 occurs in the piece with which Mr. Alexander is familiar ? I 
believe Mr. Alexander is familiar with that portion.
28. Have there been many deviations and alterations since the first survey of the route ? Yes ; a good
many alterations. There are a number of short lengths which have been altered, and altogether the 
amount of alteration is considerable. "
29. Have these alterations been made for the purpose of avoiding difficulties such as rivers and ascents ? 
Yes.
30. The railwmy will have to cross several rivers, or the arms of rivers ? Several important rivers and 
small creeks will have to be crossed.
31. Will there have to be a bridge over the north or south arm of the Richmond ? Yes.
32. At Lismore aud at Casino ? We shall cross the river at Casino; but we do not cross it a second 
time ; we cross the Leicester Creek at Lismore
33. At each place there will have to be a bridge ? Yes.
34. Is there any serious river or creek crossing near your starting point at Grafton ? There is only a 
small creek in the town of Grafton.
35. What is the object in taking the railway so close to the banks of the Clarence as is proposed ? 
Do you mean near Grafton.
36. Yes ? That is the only high ground there that is not flooded.
37. The line is above the flood level ? Yes.
38. Is it not the case that the banks of the Clarence near Grafton and at other places are frequently
washed away? 'This has been reported to be perfectly safe. It was picked out by the surveyors, and 
Mr. Burge has examined it. •
39. Will it be necessary to protect the river banks along which the railway proposes to run to get into 
Grafton ? I think not.
40. What is the next creek of considerable importance requiring to be bridged—nothing until we come to 
Casino, I suppose ? The only important bridges are those over the Richmond and over Leicester Creek at 
Lismore. There is the Myall Creek and another creek which will have to be crossed, but those bridges 
will not be of much importance.
41. What is the estimated cost of the bridge across the south arm at Casino? £51,730.*
42. Is it to be an iron or a wooden rtructure ? An iron structure.
43. Is not the district noted for its timber. Could not a wooden bridge be used with advantage. What
is the difference between the cost of iron and wood there ? Wood must be cheaper for the superstructure ;
but it would not answer for the piers ? The piers would be too high.
44. What is the estimated cost of the Leicester Creek bridge ? £42,637.
45. Is it also to be of iron ? Yes.
46. What is the next bridge of any magnitude ? The next bridge is that over the Brunswick.
47. What is the estimated cost of it ? £9,246.
48. Is that also to be an iron bridge ? No ; it is estimated as a timber bridge, with truss spans.

49.
. * Note {on revision) :—Borings have now been taken, and the results show that this bridge can be built for about 

£15,000.

H. Deane, 1L 
Esq. 12.

12NoT^"l889. 14.

15.
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49. Are there any other rivers' or creeks to be crossed before the Tweed is reached? Nothing of
importance—nothing calling for special construction. .
50. Ton do not cross the Tweed at all ? No. -
51. Could you tell us the ruling gradient between G-rafton and Casino;—what is your steepest gradient 1889,
there ?. 1 in 50. ”
52. And between there and Byron Bay ? The same, with the exception of one small portion where
it is 1 in 40. ' •
53. I understood that the 1 in 40 gradient was between Byron Bay and the Brunswick? No, on this 
side of Byron Bay.
54. Between Lismore and Byron Bay ? Tes.
55. Then the remainder of the line, from Byron Bay northward is 1 in 50 ? There will be nothing worse 
than 1 in 50.
56. Will this be an expensive line to construct ? Yes, it will be, taking it all round. The bridges of 
course will make a considerable difference in the cost. Two bridges alone come to £94,000.*
57. On the plan behind you there are two lines shown from Byron Bay northward. Which is the one
we are considering,—the inner one ? The line along the coast goes to Chindorah ; the other line goes to 
Murwillumbah. .
58. Was the coast line surveyed? Yes, it has been surveyed, and it has also been staked out. •
59. And it has been discarded im favour of the line running more inland? Yes. Both lines have been 
staked out, but the inner line is the line for which the estimate has been prepared.
60. What is the reason for taking the inner line instead of the coast line ? It serves the better country.
61. Are there any more engineering difficulties on one line than on the other ? The coast line would
be on flatter country, and would be cheaper. '
62. Whereabouts is it proposed to join with the Queensland line, at the border. That line at present
stops at Southport ? Yes. I cannot tell you exactly; but Mr. Burge is going through Brisbane, and he has 
instructions to see Mr. Stanley and ascertain what surveys have been made to the border, so that we may 
be able to connect with them. I understood from some of the residents that it was impossible to connect 
from Murwillumbah, and we thought at one time that it would be necessary to adopt the coast route for 
this purpose. .
63. It is quite possible that after the line has been constructed, the Queensland authorities may not find ‘ 
it possible to come opposite to you on the other side ? We should then have to continue our line for some 
distance in order to meet their line. An officer will examine the country to see approximately where a
line can be taken.
64. What are the instructions given to the surveyors in the field at the present time,—to try and reduce 
the grades, or are they staking out the line permanently ? They are staking out the line permanently.
If they have any deviations which they think desirable, they submit them.
65. How long have the officers been in the district ? I do not remember exactly when they went there.
66. Their knovdedge of the character of the country would not be worth much, I suppose. They could
only give us an idea of the character of the country through which they have passed, from an engineer’s 
point of view ? Yes. . ,
67. Mr. Triclceit^ When wras the first survey for the line made ? A good many years ago. Did not the
Under Secretary give you that information ? .
68. How much a mile will it cost ? The present estimate is £12,256 a mile.
69. Is that right through ? Yes.
70. That is irrespective of compensation for land ? Yes.
71. AVill you give us the information for the two sections ? The estimate for the section from Grafton 
to Byron Bay is £1,271,300. The length of that portion is 108 miles 26 chains, and the cost per mile 
£11,736. The estimate for the portion from Byron Bay to Murwillumbah is £456,800. The length of 
that portion is 32 miles 50 chains, and the cost per mile £14,000. "
72. Mr. Zee.] What is the distance from Murwillumbah to the Brunswick ? Approximately, 22 miles.
73. Prom the Brunswick to Byron Bay ? 101 miles. ’
74. Prom Byron Bay to Lismore ? 28 miles.
75. Prom Lismore to Casino? 17£ miles, Casino is 621 miles from Grafton.
76. Mr. Trickett.'] This line may be regarded as a comparatively expensive one? Yes; it is, compared 
with other country lines that have been considered by the Committee.
77. AVhat instructions w'ere given to the surveyors as to the ruling grade in this case;—any particular 
instructions ? They have had no general instructions. Latterly the object has been in all cases to improve 
the older line, which had gradients of 1 in 40. The object has been to cut out earthworks and, if possible, 
to put in flatter grades.
78. Do you think it would be possible to reduce the grades still further without much extra expense ? I 
am afraid not; but everything possible is being done. The worst part is that going down to Byron Bay.
79. As far as you are acquainted with the route is the bulk of it easy for railway construction. Do the 
difficulties occur at frequent intervals ? There is a good deal of flat country between Grafton and Casino.
79^ After passing Casino the country gets ridgy? Yes; you can judge the character of the country 
pretty well by the course of the line as shown on the plan. The more crooked the line, the more difficult 
the country. '
80. Do I understand that the surveyors are out now trying to improve the line ? Yes ; they are staking 
out the line permanently, and as they do the permanent staking they look out for improvements.
81. How long do you think it would take to make the line if you started, as is suggested, at both ends
simultaneously ? I hardly know. •
82. Mr. O'Sullivan.'] The route of the line between Byron Bay and Murwillumbah appears to be very
sinuous ;—is it the straightest possible line that could be obtained ? ' Yes ; it is by no means flat country 
through which the line passes, and you cannot choose your direction. You have to follow the lay of the 
land. '
83. The country between Byron Bay and Murwillumbah is of a very rough character ? /Yes ; a great
deal of it is very rough. "

84.
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84. And in order to avoid the roughest portions you have to make the deviations which give the line such
a sinuous appearance? In going through hilly country you must curve about a good deal. -rrn.- i
85. I notice that there is a second line depicted on the plan as going from Lismore to Byron Bay. Which 

18 Nov., 1889. o£ two pnes are we now considering ? The eastern line has been abandoned.
86. Adopting the western line you come right down to the point near Byron Bay ? Tes.
87. Then I notice that you go back almost parallel for a long distance. The line depicted on the map has 
since been improved upon by a deviation after leaving the township at Byron Bay, which serves better 
country, and avoids the hilly portion at the back of Byron Bay ? Yes ; between Byron Bay and the 
Brunswick there was a coast line, and an inland line surveyed. Neither of these lines has been adopted ; 
but a middle line has been taken which combines the advantages of the two others.
88. Temporary Chairman^ That is the line that is depicted on the tracings before the Committee ? Tes.
89. Mr. TonTcin.'] "Which is the line beyond the Brunswick ? The inland line. #
90. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] The line between Cavvanba and the Brunswick will not have to submit to compe
tition with water carriage, owing to the fact that there is no harbour between those two places ? No.
91. Therefore it is a perfectly safe proposal to run the line so close to the coast ? Tes.
92. In reply to a question asked by the Chairman, you said that at one place near Byron Bay, you were
compelled to use a grade of 1 in 40 ? Tes. . .
93. Is there any possibility of avoiding that? The country is going to be examined. I have given 
instructions for the line to be carefully examined again. At present I am afraid that it cannot be done ; 
but the utmost endeavours will be used to improve the grade.
94. From the information at your disposal do you consider the country of such a character that it would 
be impossible to make roads there at a reasonable cost ? I should think there would be no difficulty about 
making roads. They would be expensive. The more hilly the country, of course the more expensive you
must expect the road to be. ......
94,1. I am given to understand that the country is so difficult in many places that it is almost impossible 
to construct roads at a reasonable cost ? The hills are very steep, and the country is very thickly 
timbered. . . .
95. On this point, I suppose, you would not care to express a definite opinion ? No.
96. Mr. TonTcin.] Can you tell us the distance from the coast to Casino in a direct line? 27 miles. _ ^
97. Then the line runs on an average about 27 miles from the coast between Grafton and Casino, ?
About half way between Grafton and Casino, it is only about 20 miles from the coast. _
98. Would it not be possible to continue that line direct to the terminus as you have it now, without going 
into Byron Bay at all? No ; the country is far too rough.
99. Tou have to leave Casino and run north-east, or east north-east, to get to Byron Bay ? Tes. If 
you ran in a direct line to Murwillumbah you would have to cross a range, in which some of the points 
are 2,700 feet high, and others 2,000 and 1,400, gradually falling towards the coast to about 1,100.
100. If you continued the line 27 miles inland you would go behind those hills altogether ? Tes. Mount
Warning is only 20 miles from the coast, and it is 3,000 feet high.
101. Has the line been twisted about in the manner shown on the plan, for the express purpose of getting 
to every little township ? No ; in order to get round the hills and up the gullies.
102. Por no'other purpose than to construct it in the easiest possible manner ? Tes.
103. It is not taken out of its course to serve any township ? That is correct. _
104. Then the line is surveyed in the most direct route you could have it ? Tes. If you wished to con
nect Grafton, Casino, Lismore, Brunswick, and Murwillumbah, you could not have a more direct route. 
Approximately it is the only route you could take. _
105. Suppose you wanted a line direct from Grafton to Murwillumbah, would it be necessary to go round
in the same manner ? Yes ; you would have to go round by Byron Bay. _
106. How many different surveys of the line have been made ? I could not tell you. Practically there 
has only been one survey ; but there have been repeated improvements of portions of the length. .
107. What was the grade of the first surveywas it 1 in 40 ? Tes. Until lately it has been 1 in 40. 
Before the present surveyors went out to do the permanent staking the grade adopted was 1 in 40.
108. With the exception of one place at Byron Bay, you have a grade of 1 in 50 ? Tes.
109. Do you think that it would not be possible to reduce that to 1 in 66 without materially altering the
cost ? I doubt very much that that could be done ; but I know that we have the best line in any case. 
If it can be done, it will be done. There are sometimes certain points that you have to go over. There 
may be a saddle, and you may be bound to take a certain direction. Then it is only a matter of laying 
down the grades on the section. If you put in 1 in 40 you have less earthworks ; if 1 in o0, a little 
more ; if 1 in 66 more still. If the extra earthwork involved is not too great, there is no reason why a 
grade of 1 in 66 should not be adopted. _
110. Cannot a grade be sometimes altered by a curve, without increasing the earthworks ? Tes, in some 
cases ; but the best line has been adopted in all cases here, so as to give the greatest possible flatness.
111. Are the surveyors instructed to get a grade of 1 in 50, or a lesser grade if possible ? A lesser grade
if possible. ' .
112. Do you know' how long it will take these men to go over the survey before they will be prepared 
with the plans ? I believe that they will have finished the field work in about two months.
113. Of course you cannot tell the Committee for certain what the grade will be until you get the 
sections. It may be less than 1 in 50 ? When the section comes to be considered in the office, it is a 
matter for calculation whether it is desirable to increase the earthworks so as to improve the gradients. 
If the grades were only heavy at one spot, we should be inclined to go to a considerable expense to 
improve them, in order that they should not be worse there than on other portions of the line.
114. The estimated cost of the line is £12,256. This will be a very expensive line to construct? Tes. 
Some parts of it are very heavy indeed. The earthworks are very heavy.
115. Do you know whether the portion from Grafton to Casino and thereon to Byron Bay will cost very
much less per mile than the portion betw'eoen Byron Bay and Murwillumbah ? From Grafton to 
Casino is the lightest portion. - A great deal of it goes through very flat country, and the line is scarcely 
above the surface of the ground. _ .
116. Mr. Lee.] Although the line is submitted as a whole it is practically in two distinct parts, is it not—
the Grafton portion and the Bichmond portion ? Tes, ^
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117. Where would the Richmond and Tweed portion of it terminate? The good country is from
Casino on. It is fair country from G-rafton to Casino ; but very different from what you get between 
them and Byron Bay. •
118. The object of the surveyors now in the field is to reduce the grades and to straighten the line ag 12 1889'
much as possible ? I should say to improve the line. That implies a good deal.
119. That would mean reducing the grades and making the line as straight as possible ? It might, or it 
might mean making it more crooked in order to save earthworks.
120. Between Casino and Grafton there are two big creeks—the Myall and the Myrtle Creek ? Tes.
121. Those will require expensive bridges ? Nothing out of ihe waysome timber openings.
122. With reference to the grade of 1 in 40 at Byron Bay, would the existence of such a grade prevent 
the hauling of the ordinary trade over the line ? I doubt very much whether it would. A down-hill 
grade in the direction of the principal traffic is not a great disadvantage. Supposing, for instance, 
you have an undulating line, and a grade of 1 in 40 downhill in the direction of the heavy traffic, there 
is no great hardship, because an engine that would take produce up a grade of 1 in GO with a full load 
might be quite equal to taking a lesser load in another direction over a grade of 1 in 40.
123. Tou are acquainted with the line between Singleton and Glennie’s Creek ? Tes.
124. Has it ever been brought under your notice that there is any portion of that line that has blocked 
the traffic, because of the heavy grade? Tes.
125. What is the heaviest grade between Singleton and Glennie’s Creek ? I think 1 in 33.
126. In three different places ? Tes.
127. There is no grade of 1 in 33 on the Grafton-Richmond line ? No.
128. Tou feel quite capable of coping with a grade of 1 in 40 with an ordinary engine and ordinary 
rolling stock ? Tes.
129. Supposing it were desirable to leave the Byron Bay question out of the calculation altogether, 
could the line from Murwillumbah to Casino be made much shorter than it is now proposed to make it ?
No. r 1
130. The difference would be insignificant. Whether the improvements to Byron Bay are considered or 
not, the railway must go to within easy distance of it ? Tes. I believe that the line that is now being taken 
is the easiest and cheapest line that you could make from Casino to Murwillumbah.
131. And will it serve most country ? Tes.
132. As to the genera,! policy. Is it within your province when proposing lines of this character to take 
into consideration their ultimate connection with existing lines? Tes, I think so, decidedly.
133. Supposing it were decided to construct this line as proposed, how could it be connected with the 
main northern line, and where ? It could be connected between Tenterfield and Casino.
134. What would be the distance ? Eighty-seven miles.
135. Has any survey been made between Casino and Tenterfield? Tes.
136. Have you the trial plans in the office? No ; they were burnt.
137. Consequently you are not prepared to speak as to the character of the country ? No. There are 
no plans and sections, and the reports are very meagre. I tried to get what information I could.
138. At all events if it became a question of connecting this line with the main northern system, it could 
be connected at Tenterfield ? Tes.
139. Supposing it were thought desirable to connect it by way of Grafton,' South Grafton, and Glen
Innes, would that be a practicable route? There is a line staked out from Glen Innes to Grafton; 
but it is a very bad line. I believe the only practicable line has been taken, because other lines were 
tried and abandoned. The line that has been staked out contains eight chain curves and 1 in 33 
gradients. ' '
140. Has it been abandoned ? No.
141. Is it looked upon as a practicable line ? It is looked upon with very great disfavour.
H2. Is there any other surveyed route from the main northern line -to this one ? A line was recently 
explored from Guyra to South Grafton. *
143. A line has been surveyed from Guyra to Grafton ? It has only been explored. Some surveyors have
been sent out to make the survey. J
144. It has not yet been discovered whether a practicable route could be obtained? There is every
probability of it. J
145. What is about the distance from Murwillumbah to the Queensland border ? Erom 7 to 8 miles.
145-2. Where would this line join the Queensland line ? We cannot tell that. An officer has been 
deputed to see the engineering authorities in Brisbane, with a yiew to finding out whether they have 
made any surveys to the border.
146. Tou know, of course, to about what point the Queensland railways have now been made ? Tes • to
Southport. ’
147. Erom the Queensland border to Brisbane is 75 miles ? Tes.
148. If at any time it should be thought desirable to have a uniform gauge between the Colonies, by a 
construction of 75 miles of railway the Queenland trains could run through from Brisbane, and through 
Tenterfield, Werns Creek, Nyngan, Cobar, and Broken Hill, to the border of South Australia, and if 
South Australia reduced her gauge there would be as direct a route between Brisbane and Adelaide as it 
would be possible to make ? Tes.
149. Did you ever take the trouble to ascertain the distance that would be saved by goin(r by that route 
instead of by the existing route ? No, I have not; but I believe that it would be a great deal.
150. Do you think 500 miles could be saved ? Instead of going through Sydney and Melbourne ?
151. Tes ? I could calculate the distance.
152. Perhaps you will send in a return, showing the actual distance from Brisbane to Adelaide by this
route ? Tes. J
153. I believe that the Engineer for trial surveys has been over this district? He has been over the line 
trom Byron Bay to the Brunswick.
154. Tou have simply dealt with this question from an engineering point of view ? Tes.

^ou have not considered it as a matter of railway policy ? No. I have not been directly in charge 
ot the surveys until recently. °
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33r£scnt:—
JACOB GAERARD, Esq.

The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery. 
The Hon. George Henry Cox.
James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq.

(Temporary Chairman).
William Springthorpe Dowel, Esq. 
Edward William O’Sullivan, Esq. 
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Grafton to the Tweed.

Henry Deane, Esq., Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways, sworn, and further examined :—
156. Mr. Zee.] I should like to ask if you can tell us the distance from Brisbane to the Tweed and so 
forth f I have a return showing the distances between places on the route between Brisbane and 
Adelaide. I will read it. I will give the details of the distances between Brisbane and Adelaide, taking

13 Nov., 1889. partiCular route. The distance from Brisbane to Murwillumbah via Southport 60 miles, Murwillum
bah to Casino 81 miles, Casino to Tenterfield 87 miles, making 228 miles. Tenterfield to Werris Creek 
225 miles, Werris Creek to Dubbo 15-1 miles, Dubbo to Nyngan 99 miles, Nyngan to Silverton 373 miles, 
Silverton to Adelaide 319 miles—total 1,398 miles. By going along the Queensland line via Warwick and 
Tenterfield, the distance is 16 miles longer, making a total of 1,414 miles.
157. The route under discussion is 16 miles shorter than the existing line? Yes, including the length 
from Casino to Tenterfield.
158. That is of course 16 miles saved in Queensland, or the difference between the line from Brisbane via 
the Tweed to Adelaide, and from Brisbane via Wallangarra to Adelaide? Yes. The distance from. 
Brisbane to Adelaide via Sydney and Melbourne, the present route—is 1,808 miles. It shows a reduction 
in the distance of 410 miles.
159. Mr. Humphery^ I did not catch the last reply. The distance from Brisbane to Adelaide via Sydney ?
1,808 miles, and the distance by the Tweed and Richmond line crossing by Werris Creek, Dubbo, Nyngan, 
Wilcannia, and Silverton would be 1,398 miles. .
160. Without touching at Sydney ? Yes, without touching at Sydney.
16L. Erom Brisbane by the Tweed you branch off at Werris Creek ? Yes.
162. Via Murwillumbah, Casino, and Tenterfield is 1,398 miles? Yes.
163. You don’t touch at Sydney ? No. Via Warwick is a distance of 1,808 miles.
164. Via Warwick coming to Sydney first ? That is 1,808 miles.
165. Then suppose you come by way of the Tweed ? That would be 16 miles shorter—1,792 miles.
166. Mr. DowelP^ What are the chief engineering difficulties on this coast route that cause this large 
estimate of cost ? The bridges and the rough nature of the country.
167. Can you tell the Committee the cost of the whole of the bridges ? Roughly £175,500.
168. Including all the miiior bridges ? Yes.
169. A number of the bridges that you propose to construct will be of iron ? Two of them.
170. Is it not a fact that in this particular district excellent timber abounds ? Yes.
171. What do you estimate the cost of an iron bridge per lineal foot ? It comes to about £50 a foot.

' 172. What would be the cost of a timber structure per lineal foot? I think' that timber piers would
scarcely be admissible. The piers would be very high.
173. What would be the length of the cylinders ? I have not that information.
174. Could you give an approximate estimate from memory ? I am afraid not.
175. I want to ascertain whether there are any insuperable difficulties in the way of obtaining timber ? 
I think the length of the cylinders would bo from 30 to 40 feet. The bed of the Richmond River is 
70 feet below the banks.
176. Your cylinders would not be above 50 feet above low-water mark would they ? I cannot tell 
exactly. I am giving an approximate estimate at present. The estimate has been made as a rough 
approximation, because at present we are waiting for the results of the boring.
177. If the £50 a foot for an iron bridge is only an approximate estimate, surely you can give something 
like an idea of the cost of a timber structure ? They vary from £15 to £25 per foot, according to the 
piers. When we have had timber piers the height of which was not great the cost has been as low as 
£15, but with higher piers built of brick and stone the cost has been as much as £25.
178. Is it not a fact that our timber bridges have not exceeded £15 per lineal foot when there have been 
no great difficulties, such as you have pointed out in regard to their construction ? Yes.
179. Suppose the length of the piles required for the bridges should not exceed 70 feet, is it not a fact
that the timber for them can easily be procured in the district? I should think it would be possible to 
get piles 60 or 70 feet in length. ■
180. Suppose you could not get those lengths, have you not another mode of construction by fish joints 
that would answer the same purpose? Yes; we could cut off the piles at a certain height, and frame 
them into the pier.
181. Bridges constructed at £15 a foot would answer all practical purposes for many years, would they 
not ? If those bridges were built of timber I do not think you could get the piers at £15 a foot. The 
timber bridges built at the rate of £15 a foot have been bridges which have not stood more than 20 feet 
off the bed of the river.
182. At any rate £20 a foot would cover the whole cost ? I am not sure about that without going 
carefully into it.
183. With reference to the designing of our iron bridges, have you an officer in the Department who does 
that specially ? Yes.
181. What is his name ? The draughtsman who is entrusted mostly with the ironwork is Mr. Howarth.
185. You are aware that a gentleman has lately been imported from England for the purpose of designing 
these bridges in the Public Works Department? No ; I am not.
186. Do you know Mr. M‘Donald ? Yes.
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18/. You are aware that his whole attention is now specially occupied in designing; aud Carrying out the H. Doane, 
construction of iron bridges ? Yes ; I know that he has designed a number of road bridges of iron. ■®'scb
188. And that he was brought from England specially for that purpose? I do not understand under what
circumstauces he came here. He has been here a great number of years, I think. 13 Nov., 1889.
189. Are you aware that he has a special knowledge of the construction of iron bridges? I know he has 
paid special attention to the construction of iron bridges.
190. And that he has been engaged on that for some time ? Yes ; that is part of his duties in the Roads
Department. . .
191. Will any part of the proposed line compete with water carriage, and, if so, where ? I think not. It 
could not be said to compete with water carriage.
192. At no particular point ? No.
193. It would not be in the position that some of our railways are in—of having to compete with the. 
rivers? No.
194. I suppose that the line has been designed with the idea of its being a feeder to the rivers ? Yes.
195. When the whole project is completed how will it affect Sydney or the northern rivers ? I should 
think that any railway that is carried out would be indirectly to the advantage of Sydney, as well as of the 
whole country^ It would increase the product of the district, and indirectly increase the trade of Sydney.
196. In designing the line, you have had that in view I presume—the bringing of traffic to Sydney—or 
have you considered the desirability of bringing the traffic to the various rivers on which it is proposed to 
spend large sums of money ? That has been the object of the line more than anything else—to bring the 
produce of the particular districts to the ports available to the rivers themselves.
197. That is the object of the railway generally ? Yes. You see it is a detached system of railway.
It is not connected with the existing railway system. Consequently, all that it can do would be to 
promote local traffic, or bring produce to where it can be carried to Sydney—to bring it to the ports.
198. In designing the line from Grafton to the Tweed was it taken into consideration that in - all proba
bility. the portion from Grafton to hlaitiand would also be constructed ? That was not a necessary part 
of this scheme, which, I believe, was considered as a system by itself,—being a railway intended for getting 
produce to the rivers ; in one case,—chiefly to Grafton.
199. Was not the proposal to make a line from Grafton to IVIaitland taken into consideration when the 
proposed line was designed from Gralton to the Tweed, or was it determined, on its own merits, to make 
Grafton a terminus ? The House considered this, and the vote was taken upon it separately.
200. I am speaking of the railway policy in your department ? I think it may be said to"be a separate 
matter.
201. In reality they are two separate proposals? Yes.
202. I suppose that a very large amount of local as well as departmental information was obtained when 
you were laying out this line ? Yes ; I believe so.
203. As to the character of the country, for instance, and of the population ? Yes.
204. Is this line not surveyed ? Yes. ,
20o. And the whole of the particulars are to hand about the matter ? Yes. The character of the country 
was fully reported upon. J
206. Are the reports available ? I have not got them here. We have not produced them because the 
latest statistics have been collected by the Commissioners.

^ie. reports have been handed over to the Commissioners ? No ; the Commissioners collected the 
information themselves. _ They have much more recent information about the district than we have. I • 
believe that their object in visiting the district was to obtain information.
208. Have you any other information to give the Committee ? No.
209. And the Committee are in possession of all the information necessary to guide them in this matter
trom your departmental point of view ? Yes. With regard to the estimates, it should be considered that 
to a great extent they are only approximate. They must be again revised, and I believe that if anythin"- 
the estimate will be reduced. I believe it will be possible to reduce the estimated cost of the bridges 
materially. As I said before, when this estimate was made there was not sufficient information to allow .
ot anything hut a mere approximation. When all the information is to hand the matter will he 
carefully gone into, and the greatest economy will he exercised. We shall know then what the bridges
are likely to cost. At present, rather a large margin has to be put on the estimate to allow for unforseen 
contingencies. -
210. Nevertheless, you are of opinion that the estimates you have allowed are ample ? Taking it all 
through, I believe that the estimates are ample.
211. Mr. O'Sullivan.’] Was a line ever surveyed from the Tweed to the Richmond River? This is the 
Tweed to the Richmond River line.
212 Was a line ever surveyed by your Department from the Tweed River to the Richmond River near the 
heads ? Not that I know of.
213. Was a proposal ever made by the residents that such a line should he carried out ? I cannot tell 
you—not to my knowledge.
+ 1 ni"^<T^ie departmental scheme for surveying this northern coast district embrace a line from Grafton 

iYai • v68 ' ^es > fa* say-j among the same proposals. Among the proposals which were made
when this line was voted upon, a line from Grafton to Glen Innes was also passed. That was included 
m 1884. .
215. Mr. Tonkin.] Did your Department receive any report from the Commissioners at all with regard to 
this railway ? I have not seen it. The Minister probably had a report.
216. As a rule, you do not receive reports from the Commissioners before you estimate the cost of new 
lines ? No.
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Colonel F. R. de Wolski, Director of Military Works, sworn, and examined:—
^■ Temporary Chairman.] What position do you occupy in the Government service ? I am Colonel in Colonel 
the JNew South Wales Forces. Wolski.
oin 6re J,ou in cllarse °f some portion of the defence work ? I am Director of Military Works
219. You have had some considerable experience in military matters ? Yes. 13 Nov., 1889;
220. What is the nature of the evidence you purpose giving the Committee on the subject under con- 
Biaeration. On the strategical advantages of a coast railway—the necessity for coast railways in Australia,
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Colonel Unless the Government of the country are prepared to fortify all the important harbours of refuge, sooner 
de Wolski. or ja^er ft will be an absolute necessity to make such a railway. There will be two alternatives,—either 

defence or a coast railway, by which troops can be rapidly thrown upon any threatened point.*
13 Nov., 1889.221. If an enemy attacked our Colony, is it not likely that the attack would be upon the metropolis, 

where they could get the most loot ? No ; it is not likely that they would knock their heads against the 
metropolis—they would probably start from another point.
222. What would be the good of their landing in an inaccessible part of the country like the Tweed? 
Well, they might seize colliers. The first thing that they would want would be coal. They cannot coal 
in the open sea. They might go into Byron Bay, and make that place their base of operations. They 
must have a place of that sort.
223. That would be an argument against the making of Byron Bay into a harbour, or fortifying it when it 
was constructed ? No; it would be an argument in favour of the making of railways to bring up an 
adequate force to prevent an enemy from landing. General Edwards points out in his report that 
Australia may be threatened, not at centres of commerce, but at some out-of-the-way place.
224. Is not that a reversal of what it is ordinarily thought would happen—has it not been th ought that 
an enemy will attack some principal city or port along the coast, instead of going to inaccessible places ? 
Not necessarily.
225. Is it not a reversal of what it has been understood would be the tactics of an enemy ? I think it is 
a new light upon the subject. General Schaw and others, in their report, have always ignored the danger 
that would arise from an enemy getting a footing in any part of Australia, and forcing you to undertake 
the task of driving them out.
226. Then you think that an enemy would not attack the metropolis because of its being comparatively 
well guarded, but that they would attack an outlying place ? The probability is that the enemy would 
have to create a fresh base, and that he would not at first attack Sydney. He would require to have a 
footing on the Australian coast, before he could take Sydney.
227. Do you think it likely that an enemy would land in the country between the Tweed and the 
Clarence, where there is very little to attract him, and where he would be such a distance from the 
metropolis ? It is comparatively near the metropolis—it is only a few hours’ sail from Newcastle.
228. Tes, but you are speaking of travelling by land? No ; I do not mean landing ; I only mean landing 
in the sense of making a fresh base of operations—perhaps taking his convoys in. Probably the enemy 
would take five or six ships into Byron Bay, and make them secure there.
229. Would not that be dangerous unless Byron Bay is made fairly secure as a harbour for him? If
you make it secure you must defend it, or provide a railway by which we could throw in troops to 
drive an enemy off. .
230. And there is that danger—we shall have to defend the harbour or construct a railway to it for the 
conveyance of troops ? Tes, and the same with regard to all the rivers. If you open the Clarence 
River you will make it more dangerous.
231. Then you regard this proposed Grafton to Tweed Railway as a portion of a through coast line ? 
Tes, and the lines should afterwards be connected.
232. "Would it not do for your purpose if connected with our northern railway at Tenterfield, without 
carrying it down the coast ? That would only meet one point. If you connect from the watershed line 
to the coast at different points, you multiply the number of lines. If you want to move troops to Grafton 
or to the Macleay you would have to go a long way round. It would take a month at present.

. 233. Unless the coast is protected by forts all the way along you must have a coast railway ? I think so.
As long as you have harbours of refuge, or places where they could make a basis, they would not come to 
Sydney, they would get to some secure place, where they could form a base.
234. Of course you have no knowledge of the coast from the Tweed down to Sydney? Only to 
Newcastle.
235. And it is from that point of view that you think the proposal would be beneficial as being a portion 
of this coast line ? It will be almost a necessity to have a coast railway in Australia.
236. Tou are looking at it purely from a military point of view ? Purely from the view of a field army 
being rapidly moved to meet any possible invasion. The object of an enemy might not be to take any 
particular place—it might be to get a footing, and secure terms of peace. They might say: “ Peace is 
declared. We have a footing in Australia. Give us a share.” That is one of the arguments about the 
channel tunnel. The opponents of that scheme say it would be a danger, because, in the event of peace 
being declared, an enemy might make it a term of peace that the channel tunnel should be handed over. 
Any footing obtained in the country by an enemy would be a very great danger.
237. Do you think it at all likely that so large a force would be thrown upon the shore of Australia that 
it could not be dislodged by the local forces ? I do not think that the Germans or the Erench would do 
it by half measures. They would send a large force, and trained men—not volunteers.
238. And take some portion of territory rather than levy blackmail ? I think it more probable.
239. They would come to stay ? I think they would come to stay. There are not many parts of the 
world left now, and the Germans especially like ready-made colonies. I think Australia is quite enough 
to tempt any power, and they are unscrupulous enough to take advantage of any opportunity.
240. That is characteristic of all military powers, is it not ? It is, unfortunately.
241. Mr. Humphery.1 Would not the fact of most of our harbours having not more than from 12 to 15 
feet of water on the bars be a protection against a foreign force ? At present I think there would not be 
much danger from the harbours that are very shallow, but proposals will ultimately be made to open 
those rivers.
242. Assuming that the Richmond River has 12 or 15 feet of water on the bar, and that the Clarence has 
about 15 feet, do you think that there would be any danger ? There would be no danger of a big ship 
running in there, but there would be danger at Byron Bay.
243. In the event of its being converted into a harbour of refuge ? Tes, it would be a very great 
danger.
244. Otherwise, you say there is no particular risk of invasion if the harbours are left as they are at the 
present time? Very little. There would be very few points of danger between Byron Bay and Port 
Stephens.
245. Which would be likely to tempt a foreign force to land ? I should think any of those open harbours
—Port Stephens, or the others. 246.
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246. I suppose Newcastle would be dangerous r It is fairly well defended, and it is on the railway.
247. As a matter of fact, unless we improve the various harbours along the coast, there are at present no 
points which would require this coast railway for the purposes of defence P A coast railway is only 
necessary when there is any possibility of ships coming in. An attack on Newcastle would probably be 13 Nov., 1889. 
preceded by the occupation of Port Stephens. Ships cannot lie-outside a port with the liability of a
storm coming up next day and sweeping them off with their transports. It would be necessary to form a 
base.
248 A large ship would draw more than 15 feet of water ? Cruisers might not take more than 18 or 20 
feet of water.
249. The only port that might require defence is Port Stephens ? Or rapid railway communication. If 
we could throw a couple of thousand men into that place in twenty-four hours it would be rather awkward 
for an enemy coming in there. They would not be easily able to coal in the face of even field guns. It 
would be a great thing to have the means of throwing troops rapidly on a spot where there was a possibility 
of ships coming in.
250. In the event of this railway proposal being carried out we shall be safe in concluding that unless
the Eichmond, the Clarence, and Byron Bay, are improved, so as to admit vessels of greater draft than '
18 feet, there will be no danger ? I think there are one or two points along the coast where, during 
particular winds, there is very safe anchorage.
251. If we improve the harbours sufficiently to admit vessels of very large tonnage, then it will be 
necessary, for the protection of those harbours, to construct a railway to convey troops for the defence of 
those points ? I think that ultimately a railway will be an absolute necessity.
252. Mr. O’ Sullivan.'] You appear to think that some day there will be danger of a very large force of 
Germans, or a contingent from some other military power, landing here;—do you think it possible that 
any nation in Europe could spare so large a number of men as would be necessary to make an impression 
on New South Wales ? I think that in the event of our losing the command of the sea there would be 
an enormous danger to Australia. G-eneral Edwards quite coincides with that.
253. Yon think it possible to find transports to send a sufficiently large force out here ? I think it quite 
possible.
254. On what points are we in danger ? I think all along the coast of Australia, right down to King 
George’s Sound, at a number of points.
255. We are dealing with the New South Wales coast line, along which you say this railway will afford a 
useful service by the transport of troops;—what other port than Byron Bay do you think likely to be 
seized upon? I am looking to the future. Undoubtedly, if the country is to be opened up, you will 
have to open out the harbours along the coast. The Eichmond, the Clarence, and other rivers will ulti
mately be made navigable.
256. I suppose that an enemy could not seize those points without a considerable fleet ? If you have 
nobody there it will be an easy operation.
257. Are they likely to come without a convoy ? Men-o’-war must come.
258. Then how are our land forces to drive them away ? They would not drive them away, but they 
would prevent them from coaling. They cannot coal in the open. They must go to some sheltered 
place.
259. You consider that the north coast railway would afford valuable assisstance to the military authorities 
in the transport of troops to points of attack ? Ultimately they will have to have some communication 
by land to the different points. A coast railway is a necessity for Australia from a strategical point 
of view.
260. I suppose we may look upon this as a portion of a federal line from Adelaide to Brisbane? Yes; by 
which troops can be thrown upon a given point. It will be necessary to have a line nearer the coast than 
the present watershed line.
261. Mr. Cox.] Suppose that a fleet landed troops at Byron Bay, and there was no railway—what harm 
could they do without roads or railways ? They could coal there. They might hold that place, and then 
they might see their w.iy to attack Newcastle, or they might simply hold Byron Bay during the whole 
war. You would not be able to drive them out if you gave them four or five days preparation.
262. In the event of their landing would they take possession of the railway? No; I think you must 
rely for the defence of Australia on the forces. They would prevent the possibility of any advance by 
railway.
263. At present there are no roads, so that troops could not travel from Byron Bay to the interior ; but 
if there was a railway could they not take possession of it and get into the country ? Yes ; but it would 
be rather difficult to move up any force. Even if they captured a couple of trains they could not do 
much. They would have to capture a large quantity of rolling-stock, and to get the control of the whole
line before they could move. .
264. Then what harm could they do ? The danger is, their occupation of the place with a view of waiting 
until the declaration of peace, when they would claim that they had a footing in the country.
265. "What would our troops and men-of-war be doing in the meantime ? There is a possibility of our 
losing the command of the sea. The fleet might have to go off to defend Hongkong or Singapore. We 
should then be open to attack by the first enemy.
266. You say they would have an opportunity of going into Byron Bay to coal;—how could our troops 
prevent them from coaling if we had a railway ? They could not coal in the face of even field guns. They 
might seize passing mail steamers, deprive them of their coal, and scuttle them.
267. Mr. Tonkinl) Do you know the position of this railway on the coast? Only as far as it is marked • 
on the map.
268. Did you make a study of it before you came to-night ? I had the line explained to me.
269. What distance from the coast should a line be that you would call a coast railway ? At any 
point where it tapped a river.
270. How far inland should it be, not touching the coast? It might be a considerable distance back from 
the coast line, provided it tapped a river where you could run your men down by boats. On the Clarence 
the railway touches at Grafton, and I suppose they could run down from Grafton to the sea by water 
transport.
271. Do you think that the Government would be justified in spending £2,000,000 under existing circum-- 
stances on the construction of this railway for military purposes ? Not altogether for military purposes;

but
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but when a railway is designed, in many countries they take into account the possible movement of 
troops in the future. If it also will meet other conditions, it is a great point to have the line to serve pos
sible future contingencies. If war broke out next March, and we found that we could not move up troops

13 Nov., 1889. those points under six weeks or two months, we should think the money had been very badly spent,
because the railway did not answer that purpose. . ,
272. Do you know that we have already a railway constructed to within 140 miles of the places this rail
way will serve;—if you are within 140 miles of the coast line, will that be near enough ? That would be 
fifteen days, even over good roads, to move men and material. You give the enemy twelve or fifteen days 
start of you. He might have served his purpose and be ofi’. I think General Edwards has clearly pointed 
out that an enemy will not necessarily go to any centre of commerce. He may attack any portion of the 
Colony, obtain a footing, and make it necessary for you to drive him out. The country is not safe unless 
we are prepared to oppose him by a superior force within a reasonable time.
273. Mr. Lee.'] Your evidence is given from a purely military point of view, I presume ? Yes.
274. And your remarks with reference to a coastal railway apply to the military defence of the coast ? Yes.
275. Hot taking into consideration the commercial relations sought to be established between New 
England and the northern portion of the coast? No ; I had not taken that into account.
276. I presume your remarks with reference to Byron Bay will apply with equal force to Port Stephens,
the Hawkesbury, Jervis Bay, Twofold Bay and Wollongong? Yes ; to all similar points. _
277. On the general principle that a coastal railway is requisite to defend all these places, which are 
points of weakness at the present time ? Certainly.
278. There will be just as much danger of an enemy landing at Port Stephens as at Byron Bay ? 
Probably more.
279. I am basing my questions on the presumption that if our naval defence wrere found to be insufficient,

. and an enemy once gained the coast, they would be just as likely to land at Port Stephens, Jervis Bay, or
Twofold Bay as at Byron Bay ? Yes ; they would have to select some point to work from on the sea coast 
before they could attempt a larger enterprise.
280. You do not wish the Committee to understand that works of progress should be kept back because 
it is likely that an enemy may visit the country in the future? No; I think it should be before the 
minds of the Committee that some day or other they will have to construct a line of this description.
281. Are you acquainted with the distance betw’een Bryon Bay and Brisbane ? I know that it is not very 
far distant. I do not know the distance.
282. The route of the proposed railway will go as far as a place called Murwillumbah, and thence to 
Brisbane; it is a distance of 60 miles, and a large portion of the railway is already made on the Brisbane 
side of the range; Suppose that line were connected, wmuld it not be a very easy matter to concentrate 
troops at Byron Bay from Brisbane ? Certainly ; but if you want to move them south again after the 
enemy moved on, you would have to take them back again.
283. Suppose, looking at the matter from a federal point of view, Byron Bay were threatened by an 
enemy, troops could be sent from Brisbane very much more quickly than from Syduey ? Certainly.
284. And Byron Bay, if made a good anchorage for tolerably large shipping, would not present any
greater attractions to an enemy than any of the existing ports at the present time ? No. •
285. It will be no greater source of danger to the country than any of the existing ports ? Certainly not.
286. Your object in attending is to point out what action the country may have to take as regards the 
protection of its ports both near the metropolis and at a distance ? Yes; unless you are prepared to defend 
in a military way each of these points, have an increased standing army, and ultimately spend a great deal 
more money than probably you could build the railway for.
287. Suppose that at a place like Byron Bay, harbour works were constructed, and a railway brought 
down to those works, if an enemy could land there and use the railway to go inland, I suppose it would be 
within the power of troops or civilians to rip up the line in various places and stop their progress ? They 
could not move unless they captured a large quantity of rolling stock, and obtained control of the line.*
288. If a small number landed there they could destroy the coast railway at various points ? They 
certainly could.
289. And thereby stop the concentration of troops at various points ? They would have to guard the line
of railway, as they will in war time, between Sydney and Newcastle. *
290. Suppose a squadron sufficiently large were to come down the coast and overpower our naval defence, 
a portion of the squadron might occupy Port Stephen’s as a base of operations, and another portion might 
run into Broken Bay and blow down the railway bridge ? That would be very possible.
291. The attacking party might possibly devote attention to more than one place at the same time ? They 
probably will attack Australia in several places simultaneously.
292. Suppose the Hawkesbury Eiver bridge were blown away, it would prevent any troops from being
sent to the northern portion of the coast? It would certainly. It is proposed, however, to defend the 
Hawkesbury. 1
293. Mr. .Dowel.] Have you and General Edwards considered this question from a federal point of view 
to a large extent ? Yes.
294. In the light of the possibility of massing troops from all the Colonies ? A fairly considerable force.
295. Have you taken into account the various railway gauges in the different Colonies ? No ; but I am 
acquainted with the remarks made by General Edwards, in which he draws attention to the break of gauge 
in the Colonies.
296. What is your opinion ? I think the break of gauge is a very serious question. Changing stores and 

• troops from one gauge to the other would be simply a hopeless business.
297. The sooner that state of things is altered the better ? I saw the same thing happen before my eyes 
in India, in connection with the Punjaub railway. I was not four years in the country before I saw the 
railway—it was the meter gauge—ripped up from end to end for a distance of about 150 miles, and the 
broad gauge put down.
298. In order to move troops with advantage, you strongly recommend that there should be a uniform 
gauge throughout the Colonies ? Certainly ; it seems to be a very groat point to make a uniform gauge, so 
as to run carriages right through.
299. Have you studied the advantages of the various gauges ? No.
300. Do you favour the 4 feet 81 inch gauge? I"have really no knowledge which would guide me as to
what would be the best gauge. * Charles

Colonel 
de Wolski.

*Note {on revision) :—See question 263.
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Charles James Saunders, Esa., Chief Draughtsman, Department of Lands, sworn, and examined :—
301. 2'empora?v/C^a/nrem.] I believe you are chief draughtsman in the Lands Department? I have been C. J.' _
chief draughtsman for about two and a half years. Saunders,'
302. Did you furnish the Under Secretary for Public Works with a return of the reserves and land J1'SC1' 
unalienated in the Grafton, Eichmond, and Tweed districts ? Tes. I have a copy of the return with me.
303. 'Will you read the return ? It is a return of areas in the counties of Clarence, Eichmond, and Eons ? ’’ '
In the county of Ecus 030,900 acres have been alienated which are tinted red on the map. I include land
actually sold, land held under conditional purchase, and land under conditional lease—land which may be 
converted into fee simple at any time. We have reserves containing 300,800 acres, and we have 444,700 
acres unreserved and unsold.
304. Do you know the character of the unalienated land—does it compare favourably with the alienated or
reserved land ? I have a general rejwrt from the district surveyor at G-rafton. '
305. What are the particulars in regard to the other counties ? In the county of Eichmond there are 
216,700 acres alienated, 127,200 acres reserved, and 352,420 acres unreserved and unsold. And in the 
county of Clarence there are 266,200 acres alienated, 141,400 acres reserved, and 431,840 acres unreserved 
and unsold.

. 306. Can you say whether much land has been taken up lately in any of these districts ? I have not made 
any inquiries in that respect. I think there is a fair amount of selection going on now.
307. How many land districts are there in the three counties ? Casino, Lismore, Grafton, and Murwillumbah.
308. Have you ever been in that portion of the Colony ? No.
309. Tou have no personal knowledge then ? No.

. 310. Have you heard from any of the officers in the Department as to how the unalienated land compares 
with the alienated land. Have the eyes of the district been “ picked out ”? I think that most of the 
good land in the accessible localities has already been taken up.
311. What are all these reserves you have mentioned—railway reserves ? This strip—a mile wide—is a 
railway reserve; but I. think that the bulk of the reserves are for timber.
312. With the exception of that mile the reserves are for timber ? Some of them are notified in anticipation
of subdivisions being made, some for water supply and different public purposes, but timber reserves 
predominate. .
313. Does that complete the return ? I have a memo, of the district surveyor with regard to the character 
of the unsold land. He estimates that 10 per cent, of the unsold land is fit for agriculture, 55 per cent, 
fit for occupation by selectors for pastoral and dairying purposes, 25 per cent, fit for pastoral purposes, 
but not good enough for profitable occupation by selectors, and 10 per centf. practically inferior and 
useless land. This estimate includes all the reserves which may be cancelled.
314. Jlfr. Dowell] Can you state in round numbers the total area of land unalienated and under reserve 
in the whole of the districts ? In round numbers it is about 1,804,360 acres.
315. Can you state what portion of that amount is in the leasehold and what portion is in the resumed 
areas ? No. More of the leases expire in July of next year. A part of this district was never held under 
pastoral lease. It formed part of what was known as the old settled district. Half of the country was 
therefore not included under pastoral lease or occupation license.
316. Is it not a fact that a very large proportion of the 1,800,000 odd acres of Crown lands is locked up .
at the present time in leasehold areas and in reserves ? A very large proportion is in reserves. The 
reserves aggregate at least half a million acres. .
317. I was wanting to ascertain whether the land would not have been taken up if it could have been 
obtained for purposes of settlement ? No doubt it would if the leasehold areas had not existed.
318. In all probability if they had not existed, a large proportion of that area would have been alienated ?
I would not say a large proportion ; a considerable area no doubt would have been taken up.
319. Have you any information about the character of the timber ? No.
320. Or about the mineral resources ? No.
321. Mr. O' Sullivan.] Can you state if many conditional purchases have been forfeited or abandoned in 
the Eichmond Eiver district? I could not say without investigation.
322. It has not come under the notice of your Department that many settlers have left the district owing 
to the want of immediate transit to centres of population ? No. I scarcely think it would come under the 
notice of our Department.
323. It has been stated that men have been compelled to abandon their holdings round Byron Bay and other 
places because they were unable to get their produce to market, and therefore could not work their holdings 
profitably. I desire to know from you if that has come under the notice of the Department as a 
prominent fact ? I do not think it would. The Department could tell how many conditional purchases 
were forfeited in any district last year or the year before.
324. Tou have not come prepared with that information? No.
325. Temporary Chairman.] Have you any other information to supply to the Committee ? I hand in a
map of the Government township at Byron Bay showing the alienated portions, the unalienated portions, 
and the reserves. I also hand in a schedule showing the prices realised for the town lots; two maps 
showing the unalienated, alienated, and reserved land in the parishes of Brunswick and Byron, and 
a schedule giving particulars as to the various reserves—the purpose for which they were made, and the 
areas. . .
326. What was realised by the sale of allotments in the Government township of Cavvanba ? The total 
area sold in the township was 30 acres 3 roods 41 perches, and the total sum realised was £2,072 5s., .the 
average price per acre being £67 7s. 9d.
327. Mr. Lee.] When was the last sale of allotments ? On the 14th October, 1887. The first sale was 
held on the 28th July, 1886.
328. That was some considerable time before the Byron Bay project was formulated ? I hardly think so.
I think that larger prices were realised at the last sale on account of the possibility of the place being 
improved. At the first sale the average price realised per acre was £47; at the second sale, £43 ; and at 
the third sale, £164.

Charles
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Charles Smith Wilkinson. Esq., Government Geologist, sworn, and examined.
, _C. S. 329, Temporary Chairman J] You are Government Geologist for New South Wales ? ^ Ip*. ,

W^s°n, 330. Mr. Doivel.\ You know the proposal before the Committee ? I understand that it is the construction 
of a line of Railway from Grafton to the Tweed.

13Nov., 1889. 331. Have you a geological map showing that particular part of the country P Yes.
* 332. Will you hand in that map as an appendix to your evidence ? Yes.

333. Does it show the whole of the country represented by the map on the easel ? Yes.
334. Taking the map in your hand, will you please tell the Committee your opinion about the mineral
resources and the development of that country ? The district traversed by this line ot railway consists, 
to a great extent, of coal formation, but with basalt volcanic rocks in places. The basalt formation 
occupies an area of about 1,000 square miles, or 640,000 acres. Nearly the whole of that volcanic forma
tion is in the county of Rous, between Casino and Byron Bay and the Queensland border. The rich 
agricultural soil of that district is chiefly produced by this volcanic soil. I reckon that fully 1,000 square 
miles consist of good agricultural land, comprising what is generally known as brush land, which is . so 
very rich. North of Lismore, running from near Ballina in a north-westerly direction, and from Ballina 
northward to the Tweed, we have a slate formation containing gold-bearing reefs. None of these reefs 
have been worked yet, though a few have been prospected, yielding encouraging prospects ; but very little 
attention has been given to them yet. Near Ballina, and some distance north and south along the coast, 
the debris from the basalt formation has furnished gold-bearing sand on the coast, though it has only 
given profitable employment to a few miners for a great many years. I have no doubt that patches ot 
this basalt formation, especially to the northward of Ballina, between the Richmond Heads and Cape 
Byron, and in fact nearly the whole of the watershed of the Brunswick River, between the Brunswick and 
the Richmond, will be found payably gold-bearing ; so that I anticipate the settlement of a fair mining 
population in that locality. Hitherto it has been very little prospected, as far as I have been able to learn. 
I have been through a large portion of this district—I have been from Drake to Casino, Lismore, and the 
Head of the Brunswick, and thence down to the mouth of the Richmond, and overland to the Clarence and 
Grafton. In fact I have been through the principal portion of this locality. _
335. Mr. Cox.'] What is the nature of the country between the Clarence and the Richmond ? The hilly 

. ground between the Clarence and the Richmond, as far as I have seen it, is poor agricultural ground ;
but in nearly all the valleys we have rich alluvial deposits. The climate is favourable to the growth of 
vegetation in these flats, or somewhat moist places, and it has created a rich vegetable soil. The hills, 
however, consist almost entirely of coal formation, which, as a rule, does not produce good soil where the 
rocks crop out. In the valleys the alluvial is moderately rich, though it is not to be compared with 
the volcanic soil in the Lismore district. ■
336. Mr. Dowel.] You have not referred to any silver-bearing country—is there any in the county of 
Rous? In the slate formation, where they are likely to find silver-bearing lodes, none have been found. 
The formation is like that in which we do usually find them—-like the formation at Drake.
337. You have traversed a pretty good portion of this country ? Yes.
338. And you had exceptionally good opportunities of obtaining information as to its mineral wealth ?
Yes. .
339. Do you think that if the proposed line of railway were constructed the mineral resources would give 
any revenue to the line ? Not to any large extent, because the chief production would be gold and silver, 
which, being small and heavy, would be carried by water rather than by land.
340. Although the railway may be constructed, you think the miners would send their gold and silver by 
water instead of by rail, and receive their produce in the same way ? It would go to Lismore, and then I 
think it would be shipped.
341. Do you think the line, as proposed, would favour the development of the district’s mineral resources ?
I suppose the miners would be able to get their produce a little more cheaply. _
342. In all probability, if there is a large settlement—which mining enterprise always brings about—there 
must be a considerable passenger traffic on the line ? Yes. I do not think the mining population would 
be very large. It will be a moderate mining population, but the agricultural capabilities of the country 
are so great that I think they far outweigh the mining, and many families will be settled there.
343. You do not anticipate any Broken Hills being discovered there ? No.
344. Mr. TonTcin^] Can you state at what point on the map the coal measures join the volcanic formation ? 
About 6 miles west of Ballina we have slate formation, which extends northerly along the coast more or 
less to the Tweed, aud from the same point it runs south as far as Wardell, on the Ricbmomd River, and 
also from a point 4 miles to the west of Ballina it extends 30 miles. I have seen it for 30 miles north of 
Lismore in narrow strips. It runs in narrow strips through the country. The other portions consist of 
volcanic rocks, and coal formation.
345. The coal formation does not run down to the ocean? Not in the Richmond district. The first place 
on the coast where it occurs is near Wardell, in the southern bend of the Richmond River.
346. Temporary Chairman.] That is not more than 15 miles from the coast ? Yes; but the formation 
extends from the coast to there.
347. Mr. Tonkin.] Have you come across any granite formation in going through this country ? Not in
the portion I have referred to. It comes in west of the Clarence, at the foot of the ranges. The red 
portion of the map indicates the granite area. .
348. Do you think the coal formation is sufficiently strong to warrant the belief that there will be large 
coal-mines opened in the district, by which the railway would receive a large amount of traffic ? I think 
the Clarence district will shortly entirely supply its own coal. I saw one seam between 30 and 40 feet 
thick, but with numerous bands, causing the coal to be in such a state that it would not compete with 
Newcastle coal. I have since advised parties to try and open up a seam cropping out in the sides of the 
hill, higher up, and they say they have 4 feet of clean coal. If so, they could send that to Grafton, and 
completely shut out the Newcastle coal. Therefore I am quite sure that the district will supply its own 
coal, and the railway will be consequently benefited by it.
349. Where is the coal ? It is about 20-miles west of Grafton. It crops out at the surface there, but the

- formation dips under Grafton. I calculate that the same seams will be found under Grafton at a depth of
between 600 and 700 feet.
350. Do you know whether the granite formation here is the granite which, as a rule, contains tin ? 
Yes ; but hitherto they have not found it in payable quantities. I have seen tin from granite south-west

of
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of Grafton, and right to the north-west in the Tabulam district. I have had nice specimens from there. 
Miners have prospected the district, hut they have not found payable deposits yet.
351. Is there any large extent of auriferous sand on the beach yon mentioned? I think for about 10
miles north of Ballina and south in places along the coast to the Clarence, they find it in patches—all 
along the coast where the basalt happens to come subject to the action of the waves. .
352. If the railway were constructed, would it afford greater facilities to people to get to the alluvial 
deposits ? I think not.
353. Tou think that the construction of the railway would not tend to open up any alluvial or auriferous 
country ? I think not. It would facilitate intercourse between the various mining districts, but if there 
is a chance of getting gold anywhere there, the roads are sufficiently opened for miners to go now. .
354. Mr. Cox.] Do you think it would be wise to spend a very considerable sum in making a railway 
from Grafton to the Tweed through the comparatively poor country you have described ? I think it 
depends to a very large extent on the opening up of the mouth of the Eichmond and Byron Bay. When 
I was in the Eichmond district, I asked the farmers if the port were opened, and they had a choice 
between the port and the railway, by which means they would send their produce, and they said in nearly 
every case that they would send it by water.
355. Do you think it would be inadvisable to make the coast compete with the railway between these two 
points ? If you open these points you encourage coast traffic, and if you make a railway as proposed you 
discourage traffic, so that in the event of a railway being constructed it would be folly to open up the 
ports ? I think the opening up of the ports would offer to farmers a regular exit for their produce, and 
with that advantge I am quite sure the district would rapidly become settled. In fact, I look upon 
Eous as likely to be one of the most populous districts in the whole of the Colony, for its agricultural

_ capabilities. There will be a fair mining population too. When districts are settled in that way they 
require local markets for their produce, which would be found at Grafton and the Eichmond.
356. Are not the products of the two rivers pretty well the same ;—why should they grow anything at 
one place to send to the other ? They are.
357. What will create a traffic then if they are ? I think that a railway would afford the farmers in the 
intermediate country a means of getting to such centres of population as Grafton and Lismore. At the 
present time they cannot occupy country far awray from water carriage. '
358. Can you mention an instance of the wonderful fertility of this soil ? One of the best instances I 
sawr in the district was at a farm about 15 miles north of Lismore. A person had taken up 640 acres of 
brush land, but had cleared only 200 acres, which he worked with the assistance of his sons, not employing 
labour. He assured me that he netted £1,600 last year off those 200 acres. There was a most luxuriant 
growth of grass in small paddocks. He gave me the particulars of how he made up his profit—pigs, 
fowls, butter, calves, and various kinds of dairy produce. The soil is so rich that it requires constant 
attention, and a thorough farming system to keep it down, and if you neglect it it will grow rank weeds. 
The farms round his place were overgrown with weeds, but he worked his farm on a thorough European 
system of farming, and made it very profitable. In fact, one family can hardly work more than 
200 acres.
359. Do you remember the man’s name ? I think his name was Johnston.
360. What means of communication had he between his farm and Lismore ? A fair road partly 
metalled.

C. 8.. 
Wilkinson, 

Esq...

361. Did he complain of want of means of communication with the markets ? Tes. He said he often 
lost his produce on the steamers. Eor instance he would send calves to Sydney, and the steamer might 
be wind-bound for a fortnight, and they would die. Other dairy produce was affected in the same way by 
the delay of steamers.
362. That was on account of the Eichmond bar ? Tes. The navigation of the river had been closed for about 
three weeks when I was there.
363. But with an open river this probably would not occur ? No. I think they would have a regular 
service.
364. Mr. Humphery.] How many miles from the proposed railway is the coal seam of which you spoke ?
Twenty miles. ,
365. It would not be assisted by the construction of the line ? No. It is almost entirely coal formation 
from Grafton to Lismore. The railway will run over coal formation at Grafton, where it is between 600 
and 700 feet deep.
366. Mr. Lee.] Is it at Coledale ? Tes, near that place and at Copmanhurst also.
367. Mr. Dowel.] Have you any special information about the land in the locality of Byron Bay ; have 
you visited it ? I have been almost close to Byron Bay, and the head of the Brunswick. I have not been 
to the Bay itself, but I know the character of the country.
368. Do you think it is likely that men-of-war would run in there for coal; would they get coal any
where near there ? No.
369. What is the nearest point to Byron Bay, where coal has been discovered ? About 30 miles 
from Byron Bay ; but not in payable quantities so far.
370. Tou do not think it is likely that men-of-war will run in there for coaling purposes ? I think not.

Stanley Alexander, Esq., District Engineer, and late Engineer-in-Charge of Trial Surveys, sworn, and
examined:—

371. Temporary Chairman.] Tou are Engineer-in-Chief in charge of Trial Surveys ? Not now. I am g_ Alexander,
District Engineer now. Beq.
372. Tou have visited some portion of the route of the line under consideration ? Tes ; from Byron Bay
to the Brunswick, a distance of 10 miles, and 10 miles north of the Brunswick. 13 Nov., 1889.
373. What is the total length you have seen ? 20 miles.
374. Tou do not know anything of any other portion of the country personally? No.
375. Are there any engineering difficulties in the line you traversed? There is the crossing of the 
Brunswick Eiver.
3/'6. By a very expensive bridge? No ; by a timber bridge estimated to cost £9,000 odd.
377. Is that above ordinary navigation ? No; the navigation extends some miles up the Brunswick.
378. If the bridge is placed there it will be a bar to navigation ? I allow a headway of 20 feet.
379. Do coasting vessels go above the site of the bridge now ? No. 380.
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S. Alexander, 3S0. All tlie trade above taat point is done bj river punts or droghers? I do not think there is one
. ®8<1- there now, but they told me that droghers now working on the Tweed might be expected there, and

Prov“s'on should be made for them. 1 have made provision for them. 
or., . .jg-^ ’\yiiaj; ig the grade on the portion of line which you visited ? The grade has hardly been fixed 

yet, but it certainly will not be worse than 1 in 50.
- 382. Is it about the worst of the country, from an engineering point of view, you have to deal with between
' • Grafton and the Tweed ? No ; the worst portion is between Lismore and Byron Bay.

383. What was the object of your visiting the locality ? Surveyors were at work there, and there was a
difficulty as to tho proper route and the crossing of the Brunswick Eiver, which I went to decide upon. 
It was a difficult part of the line altogether. The crossing of the river made a great engineering 
difficulty. .
384. How did you reach Byron Bay ? I went via Harwood Island to Woodburn, down to Ballina, and
then across to Byron Bay. '
385. Tou did not touch any point of the proposed route except what you have mentioned ? No ; but I 
have been at Lismore. On my way home I drove to Lismore and took steamer down the Eichmond.
386. Anywhere near the route of the proposed line ? Tes ; it passes through Lismore.
387. Coming from Byron Bay and going home did you follow any portion of the route? No ; I went by 
ordinary road.
388. Tou have a number of surveyors in the field there now ? Three.
389. The line is permanently staked ? It is being permanently staked.
390. I suppose the surveyors have instructions to make easier grades if possible ? Tes.
391. They are allowed some latitude in the matter of deviations ? Tes.
392. Mr. Zee.] Looking at the map on the easel, is the route of the railway as marked there tolerably 
accurate ? I think the upper route is pretty nearly accurate.
393. As a matter of fact the line has been considerably improved since the tracing was made ? Tes ; it is 
permanently staked as far as 10 miles north of the Brunswick.

, 394. What was your object in getting down so close to Byron Bay ? To get into the town, I presume.
395. Were there any engineering difficulties outside Byron ? There are some bad swamps there.
396. I suppose the country all through has been tolerably well traversed and explored ? I think it has.
397. That has been decided upon as the most practicable route ? Tes.
398. Were you influenced by any other reason than that of obtaining the most direct and best line to the 
various centres ? I cannot speak of anything this side of Byron Bay. I may mention that part of the 
line between Byron Bay to the Brunswick will be pointed out to the Sectional Committee.
399. Why ? It seems as if the line had been purposely deviated inland to pass through the centre, and 
so it has. Tyagragrass is a central point through which four lines of road have passed for a long time.
400. It is a centre of population ? It will be a centre of population. It is a very important point.

" 401. The line was taken there designedly ? Tes.
402. Have you any suggestions to offer? There was a line surveyed here [pointing to the map], and when 
the Sectional Committee goes up there, very possibly there will be pressure brought to bear on them by
local people urging that line on their notice.
403. That is the outer line shown on the plan—the line which the Department have abandoned in favour 
of the route through Tyagragrass ? Tes.
404. Why was not that line adopted ? Because of the expense. It is a very expensive line indeed. It 
is on broken ground the whole way. It has only one advantage. It does not pass over swamps ; it avoids 
the swamps altogether.
405. After mature consideration, the Department adopted the other line as being the cheaper, shorter, 
and better? Tes.
406. Has the necessity of connecting this line with the rest of the railway system come under your 
knowledge professionally ? No.
407. Have you had to inquire into the possibility or practicability of connecting that line with the table
land of New England? No.
408. Do you know anything of the surface beyond Casino towards the table-land ? No.
409. As a scheme for that portion of the Colony only you know this railway, and not as a contemplated 
portion of the railway system generally ? Tes.
410. Mr. O' Sullivan.] Why does the line you surveyed take such an extraordinary curve to the eastward 
after leaving the Brunswick ? On account of the swamps.
411. It is all swampy country to the westward of it ? All this is swampy.
412. The line curves towards the westward ? It is all hilly ground.
413. The ground to the westward is all hilly country ? Tes. *
414. Is it settled ? Tes, except the reserves.
415. Are you not going away from the population in coming out here ? No, it is all swampy.
416. If it be all swampy to the eastward, and the settlement lies to the westward why is it that the line 
comes out towards the swamps, and neglects the settled country? We could not get in here.
417. Can you state how many times the proposed line will cross the Eichmond Eiver. It crosses one arm 
of the river at Casino, and another arm at Lismore.
418. Does it cross any other arm ? No.
419. It goes straight down to Byron Bay ? At Lismore the Eichmond Eiver is composed of Leicester 
Creek and Wilson’s Creek, and after that it is called the Eichmond Eiver.
420. I suppose the reason why the line will be so costly, is because it runs through difficult country, and 
will have to cross several rivers or creeks ? Tes.
421. Mr. Dowel.] Can you give any information about the timber in that district ? There is an immense 
quantity of timber there, but I believe it is not good for bridge purposes. It is quite a different class of 
timber from what we get here.
422. Could it not be made useful for railway purposes ? It is too perishable.
423. Tou ascertained that when you were there ? I was told there, and I have heard since that it is too 
perishable.
424. Tou anticipate that your timber will have to be brought some distance? Tes; from the Manning 
and the other rivers, where we now get our iron-bark timber.

THURSDAY,
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. G-eorge Neville Griffiths, Esq., sworn, and examined:— •
Chairman.] What is your business ? I don’t know that I have any particular business, except in. G- n 

lookmg after my properties. _ ^ , Griffiths, Esq.
^ fou. ililve written a letter to the Committee in reference to this proposal;—will vou kindly read it £——a 

and give it m as your evidence ? The Committee has not had the opportunity of reading it 14Nov., 1889.
Witness read the following letter :—

Q-raflon to Tiveed 'Rai’ioay '.
71 . S69, G-eoi’ge-strset, Sydney, Kov. 13Ui, 1889.* 4-1 j4S °ur W-elA ac^uainte(i Wltli Richmond Uivcr distinct, and largely interested in its progress and development, I must 

« * PUbl1? ^te^esfc Prot®sfc aoaiDSt the expenditure of public money in the construction of a Bailway between the points— .
Grafton and Casino—00. the proposed Railway, F

- None would be more advantaged by the proposed railway than the proprietors of Wooroowoolgen Estate, which is under 
my management—for the proposed Bailway, would run through part of the estate, and greatly enhance its value : but, not
withstanding this fact, I consider it would be criminal on my part to keep silence when your Honorable Committee has under
ff0^?maK°n t5113 larS® Pulll10 Y10rk’ fo1'1 kno,w’. from long Personal acquaintanceship with the Eichmond Eiver district, that 
it would be a gross waste of public money to build a railway between Grafton and Casino.

Because :—
1. Starting from Grafton, the route of the proposed Eailway, for the first 60 (of the 70 Grafton to Casino) miles, is 

fc-krougb poor unproductive soil, unsuited for anything but grazing and timber-getting.
"• Jiven aft1er 7ears.of settlement the traffic between Grafton and Casino has never been able to support a public 

coach, and there is absolutely no goods traffic between these places. *
3. Lawrence—and not Grafton—is the actual shipping place for goods and passengers from the Clarence end of 

tne proposed Railway line.
4' TutnnnLdUuaMParSrP°pUr«at;i2r enga,S®d 1,1 g^zkig and timber-getting, and no agricultural settlement along the 

proposed Railway hue—Grafton and Casino. b
5. The Clarence and Eichmond Eiver districts being large producers of similar commodities,—viz., sugar, maize, timber,

“" “”1 ot ** 1'*“
6‘ Can ne?-r C°mpete in cheaP1)e3S with carriage, and as Grafton has the Clarence, and Casino

Env it wnTiM beKlV?J- ^ T 1S ^ P°fslblliy ,of ^ remunerative goods traffic between Grafton and Casino, 
fw ! r If b ”dlculous1to suPP®s? that a Casino producer would send his goods to ship at Grafton, as to suppose

7 The riveS pi n?r0dTumi,1Sl iend £l\to sh-,p at Casin0> when each has a navigable water-way at his own door.
7. The rwe.s Clarence and Eichmond are both good waterways, and the natural outlets for their respective districts, and

fS CJ''"el1 0U m dlst“°thne of steamers and sailers. 80 there is no present necessity to expend a very 
large sum of pobbe money in connecting these narallel water-ways ^ ^

8' ondTf iU1i0n °f the railway be^een the points-Grafton and Casino-would divert attention from the pressing 
and essential requirements ot tho Clarence and Eichmond Eiver districts. * °

These requirements are.— ’ •
Improvement of the entrances fromthe sea to the rivers Clarence and Eichmond, so as to make them navLable at all

times, ana by a, larger and. more powerful class of vessels and steamers. °
. ^wld^islributos"8 the challnels 0f the rirei'3 and tlleir afdueEts< 80 aa to enlarge the areas to which they act as feeders

ImmSZkr(niltl0l;,™h!l0 :?ichn301n? di3tt'ict of railways, to tap the rich agricultural and dairy-lands (mostly
r vc s Brnnsw H I t ”°W ylD?,ldle) to the north of the Eichmond Eiver, on its tributaries, and on the
i vcTs Brunswick and I weed—such railways to bring the produce to the various points on the navigable waters of 
the Eichmond at Lismore, Woodburn. and Ballina, &c. uav^amc wareis or

£800 assert that the time is not yet come to warrant the expenditure of £700,000 to
Grafton and cLinrwnnldfputoO,hTay b " ra^T and CaSm0- 1 am COEf;deEt construction of a line between 
Criatton and Casino would entail an enormous annual loss m interest on the outlay, and in cost of working and main-
C\" mrCwreHinfinEes^l.''’^0 C°nStrUCted St wonld be of but sma11 Publi« ^vantage, as the traffic between Grafton and

Eichmon^^iver districts,'suc^lTrEdiwny'sho'ifhi'be^:—3 t0 b6 00nStrUCted t0 c0“nect tke ^fiable waters of the Clarence and

1. Between Lawrence and Casino.
2. Between Harwood Island and Woodburn.

I hope the Members of your Honourable Committee, orat least a Sub-Committee, will visitthe Clarence and Eichmond '
Sslricts genemlly?" PerS0Ual'y er-qMre ab°Te StatementS’ Being over the proved Bailway iS^d vieitog ^

“s -»*r8~2 JSSOSiffiSfJ Si tXU5e& ZzsrsA'ZSsxSZSi 5
To the Honorable Chairman, Public Works Committee. . ^^GKN. GEIFFITHS

d 98 5°Ur staten:lents “J;that ^ett.er a^e correct ? Tes ; to the best of my - knowledge and belief.
+hf' h Te yvTofi90Wnt teS<: for any lenSt]l of time ? I lived up there part of the year 1861, and
the whole of 1862, and part of 18G3 ; and subsequently I have, for the last few years, managed the 
Wooroowoolgen Estate and am constantly up there. I have been np there four times this year. S
Now E f? ■d°i, e-Virf u1 tllosejdlst™ts> considered the most advisable way of getting a railway to tbe 
New Engffind heights? I have not. I have never been over the different lilies L to .no
do lin^knnw Ih™ thetland«a11°I1gnt;his P™posed line of Railway-from the Tweed down to Bvron Bay? I 
do not know the country well When I lived up there, it was almost an uninhabited scrub. ' We used to 
have to go down to Ballina, and make our way along the coast to the Tweed
431. You say the railway should not be taken beyond Casino. Why do you stop there* I have care
fully guarded myselffrom pointing where the railway should go upon the Clarence and in the Eichmond -

River
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G. N. Eiver district. I have simply protested against the construction of the line between Grafton and Casino, 
Griffiths, Esq. 432. And y0U gay there is no country there worth opening up P I have said the first 60 miles or so out ot 

. ' Grafton, excepting, of course, the river flats near Grafton, are poor country. Tou commence to get on the
HNov., 1889. •bjact goil for khe iast 9 0r 10 miles before you reach Casino. That is beautiful country.

433. Mr. Garrard.'] Tou think it desirable that the entrance to tho Clarence and Eichmond should be
improved? Certainly. .
434. Are you aware tho Clarence lias a fair eutranco now, and tho vessels trading there never miss 
a trip during the year ? I have been across tho Clarence bar twenty or thirty times,—never without fear
and trembling. .
435. Have you ever been delayed on the Clarence Eiver for want of water and baa bar ? h or several
hours at a time, but not for days. .
436. If it is not desirable to bring the railway further south than the Eichmond Eiver, would it not be as 
desirable to stop at the Brunswick, coming south from Tweed. Is not the Brunswick a navigable river to 
some extent ? There is no entrance.
437. Then the Eichmond Eiver, in your opinion, is the first good navigable water south from the Tweed t 
Certainly. My hope is to see the district advance, and to see the money expended in several lines of 
railway from the Eichmond or from Byron Bay into the great scrub and dairy lands, back on the heads of the 
Tweed, the Brunswick, and the Eichmond.
438. Do you know the proposed route of the Eailway we are considering. Do you know the country
between Casino and Grafton well ? Tes. _ _ .
439. That is the part you think would not be profitable, and which the Committee would not be justified
in recommending to be made ? At present. _ .
440. But you are in favour of the railway from the Tweed as far as the Eichmond ? Most deciaedly. 
Eailways are bound to draw the produce from a part of the country which is almost inaccessible.
441. "We understand you are in favour of a railway from the Tweed to the Eichmond ? Instead of 
building this railway, I would build three or four railways into the heart of tins great scrub country.
442. Do we understand that you think it would be better to run two or three distinct lines of railway into
the scrub country rather than have a trunk line, if I may so term it, from the Tweed down to the Eich
mond ? Allow me to answer you in another way. As a practical man, I got a lot of machinery of a 
special kind a little time ago, which was manufactured for me in Melbourne. I paid 7s. Gd. a ton to get 
it from Melbourne to Sydney—600 miles water carriage. Eor the same machinery, to carry it 503 miles 
to Bourke, I had to pay between £7 and £8 a ton. Bailway carriage can never compete with water 
carriage. .
443. Do I understand you are in favour of the trunk line, or two or three lines branching out from the
coast into the scrub country ? I would think it would pay the inhabitants and the country much better 
if there were three or four small lines running away from the navigable rivers, to bring the produce of the 
back lands to the navigable river, than it would to construct one main trunk line. _ . .
444. Have you no knowledge of the country through which this line goes ; you visited it during the time 
you had to traverse the coast to get to Brisbane ? I go constantly about this district ; I was at 
Lismore only quite recently, and I went down to Coraki.
445. Do you know anything of the country between Lismore and the Tweed? No; I have been there,
and have seen its rich land generally, but I have no special knowledge of the locality. _
446. Mr. O' Sullivan^] Tou seem to be of opinion that the land between Casino and Grafton is of an
inferior character ? Tes. _ , ,
447. Is it not a fact that between Woodburn and the Clarence there is a thriving Italian, settlement, 
called New Italy ? Certainly, but that is not the same bit of country.
448. But you say the country is of the same character ? No. _
449. How far then is this Italian settlement from the proposed line of Eailway ? The Italian settlement 
is 4 or 5 miles from Woodburn. I have never been there since the Italians settled there.
450. Then the Italian settlement is near Woodburn, on the Eichmond Eiver,—therefore in better country
than that which would be served by the Eailway to Casino ? This is a better country than that. On the 
8-miles post from Casino, going towards Grafton, you leave the river flats and you rise into what we call 
very poor clay—spotted gum ridges'—and that extends, with slight difference, in the shape of little flats 
and creeks, almost all the way down beyond the Traveller’s Best. _ _
451. Is there any settlement there? There is the Wooroowoolgen run, where I live, right down to 
Codrington. We have now concentrated upon the northern portion of it. I have my big dairy at 
Montgogery.
452. Is that property freehold ? Tes. _ ,
453. I suppose you are aware the Government has reserved a mile upon each side of the proposed Eailway
between Grafton and Casino ? Tes. ... .
454. What kind of country is that ? As far as our boundary goes south it is frightfully poor. It is 
beautifully rich land 8 miles out from Casino.
455. As to the character of the country on the Grafton side, how far does the good land extend out
from the line ? I have never gone out from this railway line, but it does not extend beyond the 
river flats. .
456. Is it your opinion that this land reserved by the Government would not be taken up even if a line
ran through it ? The answer to that is difficult to give. . The Government offer very easy terms tor 
settlement, and settlers may see means of earning a living by having houses on the line, and accommodation 
paddocks for people who come in from the outside and want to leave their horses or to bring goods. 
They may establish places of business for agricultural purposes. I should say the unfortunate man who 
attempted to grow cereals upon the clay land would make a mistake. _
457. Then, in your opinion, these reserved lands might be taken up, though not for agricultural purposes?
^”es‘ ■ , .
458. I presume you are aware that almost every line of railway constructed in this country has to pass, 
through a large area of poor country in order to reach good country ? Of course—that is the great • 
misfortune of New South Wales railways. They have to pass over large areas of barren lands.
459. Owing to the fact that there are alternate belts of good and bad country in New South Wales, the

. railways which serve the inland districts have to pass through bad to reach good country ? Certainly.
460.
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460. Is not this a case in point, where they would pass over a belt of poor country to reach the rich land G- li
near Casino and the Richmond River ? I'do not say they would not; but I say it would be a waste Griffiths'Esll- 
of public money to spend £700,000 in putting a railway between Grafton and Casino. The produce
grown about Casmo will go down the Richmond River, and the produce grown about Grafton, down the 4 07-’1889' 
Clarence River. There is no business between the two places.
461. But may not a business be induced ? No doubt, in the course of many vears, when we are dead 
and buried.
462. Do you think that the State is likely to recoup the expense incurred iu building a line across the 
poor country by the spoils from the richer country p I think not, in this case. Of course a railway 
running through the Wooroowoolgen estate, in which I am interested, would enormously enhance the 
value of it.
463. Of course I take your interest to be a disinterested one. You are aware that this is a portion of the 
north coast railway, proposed to be run from somewhere near Maitland up to the Tweed River ? I have 
heard that. •
464. And that line is looked upon as requisite for military as well as trading purposes ? I hear so.
465. Are you not aware that one argument in favour of it is that it is to be a military line P Yes, I have 
heard that argument; but I never thought it would justify us in spending £5,000,000 on that line.
466. Do you think the State would be justified in constructing this line as a national work,—in con
structing a line of railway along the coast to a certain point—say to near the Clarence—and then leaving 
a gap between there and the Richmond River ? When I was a Member of the House I opposed it, because 
I thought it would be an unjustifiable expenditure of public money.
467. You suggest it would be better to spend the money on three or four lines which would pierce the 
scrub lands to the north of the Richmond ;—are you aware that it is almost impossible to take a line any 
other way than the one proposed from the Richmond to the Tweed ? I am not aware of that.
468. Did you see the diagram with the line sketched out upon it ? Yes.
469. You see the line from Lismore to the Tweed runs almost like a triangle ? Yes.
47(h Does it not strike you that that would be an extraordinary route to take if they could go in a 
straighter direction ? Of course, barring the scrub, you could get across the other country. I have been 
over the range many years ago. We used to go up the spurs of the range to Mount Warning. According 
to the ordinary system of railways, it may be almost impossible to construct it at present; but there are 
systems of railways by means of which these inclines can be overcome. Tor instance, we have the Swiss 
railways which go up very steep inclines. It is a very broken country, covered with scrub ; but it is 
wonderfully rich volcanic red and black soil—nearly the whole of it.
471. We admit all that; but I want to get your reason for suggesting these three or four lines of railways 
into a country which the engineers apparently think is inaccessible. You will notice they build this 
railway to reach Murwillumbah from Lismore ;—would they have constructed it in that shape if they 
could have got to Murwillumbah in a direct route ? I am not an engineer.
472. Does not that suggest the idea that the country must be very difficult ? It is most difficult. It is a 
very difficult thing to get the produce out of that portion of the country.
473. Then you think it likely that Parliament would endorse three or four other lines running into this
inaccessible country ? If you go into the whole system of railway construction you will find it a difficult 
matter to discuss without all the data before you. If I had known the Committee would ask such questions 
I would have devoted several days to going over the country with the people there, and seeing what 
they think about it, and what routes they can suggest. There are creeks running in that country, some 
of 'which run into the Brunswick, and some into the Richmond; and where there are creeks there is 
generally a means of access. There are also bridle tracks and roads up to the various selections all over 
the country. I am not prepared to say whether building railways through that country would be cheap 
or not; but I should think it would be advisable. r '
474. Prom your knowledge of the country, do you think Byron Bay is a proper place at which this line
should junction P That I cannot say. It is, as it were, out of my particular district. My business keeps 
me south of Casino, and it'is only on various occasions, when I have wanted to see the Richmond heads and 
matters of that kind, that I have been down the Richmond. Murwillumbah was not in existence when I 
was out there. ■
475. You are aware we are now considering a proposal to improve the Clarence and the Richmond ?
Certainly.
476. Is it your opinion that the money proposed to be devoted to clearing the Clarence River would be 
wisely expended ? I would not like to give an opinion on Sir John Goode’s scheme; but it certainly seems 
after what the engineers have done at Newcastle, that it may be possible to make a good entrance to the 
Richmond and Clarence.
477. You spoke in your evidence about the desirability of running a line from Harwood Island to 
Woodburn ? I said in the future. It is the nearest route between the two rivers.
478. And you recommended Lawrence as a better place for the line to come to Casino than Grafton P I 
said that if the waterways of the Clarence and the Richmond eventually had to be connected, the nearest 
point would be Lawrence to Casino, and Harwood Island to 'Wbodburn. They are geographically so.
479. But would the line from Casino to Lawrence not run through this poor countrv vou sneak of P
Certainly it would. I am not advocating that line. J P '
480. But you advocate it in preference to running a line between Grafton and Casino? Yes - if you •
want to connect the waterways, because you would have it shorter. ’ J
481. But still you say that would run through poor country ? Yes. I may illustrate the matter in this 
way : supposing we take the rich flats on the Clarence and Richmond for dairying and grazing purposes 
and clear and ringbark them, we can run one head of cattle to 2 or 2| acres ; and taking the gross and 
large areas we can calculate upon running a piece of ringbarked country of 4 or 5 acres to the beast or
one beast to 4 or 5 acres. Our experience of the Wooroowoolgen estate, which has been owned by mv .

, father and his partners since it was first taken up in 1842, has been that we have carefully analysed the 
quantity ot stock carried on the run, and we find, including the good country, that it has taken nearly 40 •
acres per beast all through. That is an illustration of what the value of land is. Of course, I don’t say 
but what there are good little patches m amongst the poor country. ^
482. If you admit this is a poor country right through from Casino to the Clarence, what is your reason

for
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• ' G. N. for preferring Lawrence to Grafton as the place at which the line should strike ? I only said, if it were
G-rifhths, Esq. necessary to connect the waterways it would be more economical to do it from tna p aces wi nn ne

shortest distances from each other.
14 Nor., 1889. 4g3- Then it is merely an economical reason ? Tes. ^

484. Mr. Cox.'] Do you know anything of Trial Bay ? No. i .
4S5. You know nothing about its harbour ? I was. sheltered there once from a southerly gale two or
three years ago, coming down from the Clarence Biver. , , _ ,
48G. You are aware that it is proposed to make B}u’on Bay a harbour for the traffic Tweed and
Brunswick country, as well as a harbour of rofuge for coasting steamers ? I have heard it.
487. Would you advocate the expenditure of money in making this a harbour when a large sum ot money 
is about to be expended on the entrance to the liichmond River ;—do you think the two would bo required . 
As the settlement of the population increases more harbours and facilities are required; that is the only
answer I can give at present. I perhaps speak as a Richmond River man, and would like to see the

n n ------  ---------- a If that were done, perhaps the construction ot breakwaters at
but I have no experience about it, and do not wish to give an

.. w.1. -*~1-' T' ^ ----- — l  j-

Richmond River entrance improved first.
Byron Bay might be deferred for a time ; 
opinion about it. .
488. You mentioned iust now that land carriage can never enmnete with water carriage? Bor heavy
goods, such as produce. , n _ ■ -i -n- ,
489. Consequently it would be very unjust to the residents of the Tweed and the Brunswick Rivers to
bring their produce all the wray down to the Richmond if they could get a nearer port . 1 admit it, as
long as it could be done at a reasonable price. _ . . i m j
490. Consequently, if Byron Bay can be made a port for the convenience of the Brunswick and Iweed 
River settlements, it is desirable, providing it does not cost an enormous outlay ? Certainly.
491. The question wms asked by Mr. O’Sullivan as to what was the reason, if you wanted to connect Mur
willumbah and Casino, the railway must bo taken in that circuitous route ? This is the first tune I have 
seen the surveys for these railways. I have never seen them before. .
492. But the object of the Government is to give an opportunity to all the settlers m that country to
bring their produce to market ? Yes. .
493. So that you would advocate in the future various lines of railway from this big scrub country 
between the Richmond and the Tweed Rivers, converging to a point cither at Byron Bay or Balhna, or at 
the entrance of the Richmond River ? Certainly.
494. Do you think that the railway projected between Casino and Byron Bay would be justmed, inasmuch 
as we are about expending a large sum of money in the improvement of the Richmond River bar ; —do 
you think that railway could bo over made to pay where you have got water carriage ? I cannot conceive 
that the people would pay a much greater freight for their goods by rail than by waiter.
495. Therefore, you think that the expenditure for the railway between Casino and Byron Bay wmiild not 
be wanted? Another question in regard to this matter is the one of celerity. The whole oi the business 
of the Richmond River, in its various branches, is brought down the RichmondRiver mostly to Balhna, and 
there is.a good deal of traffic going up and down there. There is a different traffic, as.between various 
places such as Lismore and Ballina, to what there is betwreen Lismore and Grafton. There is a large number 
of steam launches and a great traffic on the roadway.
496. And you think the length of time taken in running the traffic by. water^ would compensate people 
who did not pay the extra price to send their perishable produce by train ? No ; I aid not say that.
497. I gathered that from wdiat you said ? No; I say there is expedition as regards passengers. The
passengers might use the railway. i- i ™ j
498. "We heard yesterday from a witness that he had sent calves down from the heads of the Clarence, and 
they were bar-bound at Ballina on board a steamer ;—this vrould not have occurred if he had sent them 
down by train ? I have known instances where they have been bar-bound. When I, as, an agent, had 
to receive cattle, I have found them to be perfect wrecks after being a few days in the ship s holds at tho
Clarence and Richmond Rivers bars. . 7 i -n- i o tj.
499. But that would not occur in the event of judicious expenditure on tne Richmond River bar. -G 
would not occur; but these have only been isolated instances, and not regular things. Now and again, for 
two or three months at a time, the Richmond bar was very bad; but there came a flood, and the entrance 
was swept a bit, and we have not had any trouble lately.
500. Knowing what the drift of my questions is, would you recommend the expenditure ot a large sum ot 
money in taking the railway from Casino to Byron Bay, when you have already got water carriage on the 
Richmond—taking into consideration the fact that a large sum is about to be spent at the mouth of the Rich
mond to make it a good harbour? I think it would be far more to the advantage of the country and the 
inhabitants of the district that the waterways, which are naturally placed there by Providence, should be 
improved and rendered feasible in all times and seasons. Of course, in the dim future, when theie is a 
vast settlement there, it will be judicious to make the railway ; but at present it is much more aesirablo to
make the waterways efficient in every way. _ . i ■ u i -a j
501. Mr. Tonkin.] If the proposed trunk line were constructed, do you think itpvould serve tho inhabitants 
of the country it goes through—I do not mean the inhabitants who are directly on the route—but those 
who are some distance away from it—say, those some50 or 00 miles inland? That all depends on the 
rates of carriage. When a man gets down to Lismore with his produce he would rather put it on board the 
steamer, and let it go right away without further trouble, than, send it to a place where he has to trans
ship it when the steamer comes round. Consequently, if that line were constructed, the inhabitants about 
there would not use it, except for carrying goods to the nearest port. There might be occasions, vhen 
the Richmond River was blocked, and if there were good jetties, loading arrangements, and wharfages at
Byron Bay, they might send their goods down there. . . ,
502. Is there a large population in that part of the country which the line would run througn . I speak
with all deference ; but statistics wore published some time by Mr. Page in tho Richmond River Express, 
and, as far as I recollect, he made out that the population of the Richmond and Clarence districts was 
increasing at the rate of about 10 per cent, per annum, and I think he made ouu a very large population m 
the Richmond and Clarence ; but whether that was official or not I do not knon.. '
503. Do you know whether there are any good agricultural lands, not already alienated, available between 
Grafton and Casino ? Tho river flats and rich lands at the Clarence end of the line and the Richmond

end



MINUTES OE EVIDENCE—EAIUWAY EEOH GEAFTON TO THE TWEED. 21

end of tlie line, are all alienated, except what are kept as population areas and reserves. It is all alienated ■
■with the exception of the reserves. ■ Gnfli.hB, Esq.
504. You see by the map that the Government has reserved a mile on each side of the railway line;—was
there any necessity to reserve that, the land being so poor as it is ? I do not think it was reserved in the ’ '
way you mean. We have always understood that that reservation was made, so that no person might 
acquire the right to the land the railway was to go through, and charge the Government a heavy amount 
for resumption.
505. On account of it being so poor there would be no fear of it being taken up for any other reason
excepting for purposes of compensation from the Government? You misunderstand me. I do not 
say that the land has not been taken up, because I am told that there has been 18,000 acres of the 
resumed half of Wooroowoolgen station selected this year. Where the Government offers land at 2s. 
an acre deposit on the conditional purchase, and only a bagatelle rental on the conditional lease, a 
number of people have taken up lands, but they are taking it up in areas of 1,280, and I cannot conceive 
that the settlement of a few families would justify the Government in making a railway for their 

■ advantage, at is an enormous expense. ' .
506. Could these areas grow large quantities of wheat? There is no wheat grown on the Kichmond and
Clarence. It is maize and pumpkins. Within 30 miles of the coast where they are free from frosts, they 
grow sugar-cane. .
507. Would that land he suitable for the purpose of growing these products? There are portions of 
them where you could grow maize—the small flats—but the land as a whole is poor.
508. Taking the work as a whole—I do not refer to that portion you object to—hut taking the "work as a 
whole, as placed before this Committee, do you think that the country or this Committee would be 
justified in recommending the construction of that line, which I suppose ■would cost £6,000,000?
£6,000,000, I think is the whole from Maitland north. I have not been over it or considered the matter.
I would not like to give a rash opinion on such a subject as that.
509. Then you only object to this one link of the chain because it is going over poor country ? I do not 
object to it jiersonally, because it would he an immense advantage to me, but I say it would be an 
immense waste of public money to erect that railway.
5L0. But would it not he a greater waste of public money if we constructed a piece of line from Grafton 
to Maitland, and then left a portion of the chain open, and then started from Casino again, and went to 
the Tweed ? Some people would consider it so, but I fihink it would be a very unwise thing to expend 

'six millions of money until we could see some necessity for it. .
511. Do you think that if these different rivers and Byron Bay itself were made available, and vessels of
sufficient tonnage at all times of the year could communicate with the inhabitants—that that would not 
be a sufficient means of taking their produce to market for some years to come? It would be a sufficient 
means for those who are within reach of the navigable waters ; hut the hope of the inhabitants—1 speak 
from the many conversations with the people I have had up there—the hope of the inhabitants of the 
hack lands is that your Committee will recommend the Government to construct the railways 15 and 20 
miles back from the ports on the Richmond River. In the hope of that they are busy clearing tho land, 
planting and arranging settlements, dairies, and factories. They are a go-ahead people. ■
512. But that of course would be quite independent of tho proposal before us now. This trunkline 

.would not have the effect which you are referring to now ? No ; because it does not go far enough back.
513. Then you believe, instead of the construction of this line at present, that if there are a feiv light
lines running from the navigable portions inland in different directions, that would he a greater benefit to 
the inhabitants of the district than this line ? Certainly ; if the entrances to tho Richmond and Clarence 
were kept clear so that the traffic could be continuous. " .

Joshua Bray, Esq., Police Magistrate at Tweed River, sworn,'and examined :—
514. Mr. Humph cry What is your position iu the public service? Police Magistrate at the Tweed J. Bray, Esq,
River. s
515. Are you the Land Agent also? Yes. 14Noy.,1889.
516. How long have you resided in the district? Ever since 1863. •
517. Were you in the district previously to that ? No.
518. Have you seen the proposed route of Railway from Grafton to the Tweed P I have seen that part of 
it from Brunswick to the Tweed, but not the other part.

[By request of the Chairman witness examined the map of the proposed route, and it teas explained to 
him by Mr. Lee.~\

5t9. You have noticed, have you not, that the line would be taken from Murwillumbah to Byron Bav, . 
thence to Lismore, and then on to Casino ? Yes. “ .
520. Prom your knowledge of the district, can you say whether a line as proposed there would serve the
settlers between the Richmond and the Tweed ? Yes, it would. I think it would he as good a route as • 
any that could he chosen. .
521. You think that the proposed route is a good one in the interest of the settlers of tho district?
Yes.
522. Has the settlement there increased very rapidly during the time vou have been resident there? At *
first it did not, hut during the last seven or eight years it has increased very rapidly.
523. You know the character of the soil? Yes.
024. What is your opinion of the whole of that country between tho Kichmond and the Tweed ? A great
deal of it is rich scrub land. It is the richest land I have seen in any part of the country, .
025. How do the settlers at tho present time send their produce to market ? There is a steamer running
regularly between the Tweed and Sydney, and for tho people near the Brunswick, a steamer calls at Byron 
Bay. She lately started a trade between Byron Bay and Sydney—since the jetty has been finished,—but 
before that the people could not send anything away, or very little. Thev are able to send somethino- 
now away from near Byron Bay. . ^ 0

526. Is it your opinion that, in tlio event of that lino being constructed, the settlers between Byron Bay 
and the Tweed River will send their produce by way of the Richmond River—use the railway and send 
their produce that way ? Yes. “ 597
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J. Bray, Esq. 527. Instead of sending by steamer from the Tweed and from the Brunswick ? Tes. The way it is now 
'A'-—n they would, because it is very uncertain for them to send anything away by the steamer the trips are so 

14 Nov., 1889. uncertain. .
528. Do you know anything of the country between Lismore and Casino ? Yery little.
529. Or anythiug of the country between Casino and Grafton ? Very little of that either. I have been
along the road years ago, tut it is ten or twelve years since I was along that way. _
530. Mr. O'Sullivan!'] Do you know the country between the Clarence and the Kichmond Kivers ? Tes.
I have been through it two or three times. ^
531. From what point on the Kichmond did you start to go to the Clarence? I went from Lawrence to
Casino, and I have been from Casino to Grafton. _
532. What is the character of the country between Lawrence and Casino ? Well, it was rather poor land
—swampy land, and in some places ti-tree scrub. _
533. Tou think it is a wise proposal to construct a line of railway between Grafton and Casino through
country like that ? I do not think so. _ _
534. Tou think it is allowable as part of a national line to serve the whole of the north coast ? It might 
he advisable on that account, but not otherwise.
535. Do you know the country between Lismore and Murwillumbah ? Tes.
536. What is the country like* ? That is quite different altogether. _ _
537. I mean what is the coutour of the country ;—is it mountainous, hilly, or level ? It has mountains 
and flats, hills and flats, valleys,—a great deal of flat agricultural land.
.538. Is it a difficult country through which to construct a line of railway P Tes, much more difficult 
than between the Clarence and Casino.
539. HaVb you seen by that diagram that to reach Murwillumbah from Lismore, the engineers have been
compelled to travel in a triangular direction ; you notice that they have been compelled to take the line 
in a triangle ? There are very high mountains all the way. _
540. Is it possible to construct a line of railway across that country ? I say it would be difficult and 
expensive, but I do not say impossible. It is very difficult to get a road for a horse there.
54 L Tou think that the Department was justified in taking the line from Lismore to Byron Bay, or to 
Murwillumbah ? I think so.
542. Would it be cheaper to construct the line along that route rather than along a direct route? Tes.
543. Which line would serve the greater population ? The one proposed. _
544. Do you think a line of railway running from Murwillumbah on the Tweed to the Richmond River
heads would be a useful line for the population in the Richmond River district ? Tes. _
515. Supposing the proposed line between Grafton and Casino were not constructed, which do you think 
would be most to the advantage of the district;—to have a line running as proposed on that map, from 
Casino down to the coast, and from the coast to Murwillumbah, or to run a lino from Murwillumbah to 
the Richmond River Heads—to give them access to a navigable river ;—which would be the best line for 
the district ? I think that would be the best, as it is there.
546. As it stands? Tes. _ _
547. Tou can see that that does not serve the mouth of the Richmond River at all ? Tes.
548. It does not come within miles of the mouth of the river—a line down to Byron Bay ? Tes.
.549. Tou think then that the Department are justified in not connecting the two rivers, and in running 
the line in that triangular fashion, to serve the district ? I think so.
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The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Grafton to the Tweed.

Dr. James Robert Miller Robertson, Mining Engineer, sworn, and examined:—
Dr. J. R. M. 550. Chairman.] What are you ? Mining engineer.

Robertson. 551. The Committee have been informed that you desire to give some evidence with regard to the coal- 
-—■' measures on the Clarence River ? Tes, I have been requested to do so. _

6 Feb., 1890. ggq. Do you know Mr. Wilkinson was examined before this Committee on that matter? I was informed 
a few minutes ago that he was.
553. Tou have not seen his evidence ? Ho, I have seen no evidence. _
554. Will you tell the Committee whatever you can with regard to these coal-measures—where they exist, 
and the character of them ? They exist under a range of mountains called the Coal Range, contiguous to 
a surveyed township called Coaldale, where I think there are one or two houses erected.
555. Is that up the river from Grafton? Tes, almost midway between Richmond and the Clarence 
river.
556. How far from Grafton ? About 14 or 15 miles from the Clarence River, but by the road 28 miles
from Grafton. _
557. Is the river navigable up to that point? The river is perfectly navigable beyond the nearest point 
to Coaldale—Moleville, I think, is the name.
558. How far is that point from the coal ? About 14 miles.
559. There would be 14 miles of land carriage then ? To take it to the Clarence River there would bo

. 14 miles or probably 15 miles of railway to make. .
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560. Have you seen coal anywhere else except there? No ; I have not examined any other part of the Dr- J-
district. . Robertson.
561. Have these mines been opened to any extent? Partially opened—the outcrops of three seams of rCT, A .oqh
bituminous coal and an inferior cannel coal. • u reo,, isau.
562. What arc the depths of the sinking on it ? They apparently crop out on the base of the spurs of
the range. ' ‘
563. Have they driven in any depth on them ? They have driven in a few yards in two of the seams.
The upper seam of all is a comparatively thick seam, probably 11 feet thick, of which there are 5 feet 6 
inches or 5 feet 7 inches of coal without a band. That, I should say, would be the workable portion of .
that seam.
564. Have you had any tests made of that coal ? I had no tests—simply physical appearances.
565. Only from appearances? Yes, only from appearances. I have asked the owner to have assays, 
and I think he told me that the Government had assayed one of the seams.
566. Is the coal apparently a good one ? Yes, it is good bituminous coal. The upper seam would be a 
steam coal. It has more the physical properties and appearances of the upper seam in Illawarra.
567. Have you seen it tested at all for steam purposes ? No, I have not seen it tested. I have seen it 
burning.
568. In steamers ? No, in an open fire.
569. You could not form any opinion from that as to its quality for steam purposes? Of course people 
who handle a large quantity of coal can come approximately near its value and quality.
570. Tor steam purposes ? Yes. “
571. Then there is not much use in having coal analysed ? Well, of course, you cannot tell the exact 
amount of ash, but a person that is skilled can come very near it approximately. I believe that the 
Government Assayer assayed a seam lower than the seam 1 referred to. The seam I have spoken of is 
the one last discovered—a seam only recently discovered.
572. Have you been up there recently ? About the middle of December.
573. Was that the only time you were there? That is the only time I have been at Coaldale.
574. Did you visit the district at all to ascertain whether it was likely that the seams of coal would be of 
an extensive character ? A few miles along the base of the range is the distance the coal-measures I 
examined extended.
575. How far from Grafton are the first indications of the coal-measures ? They all occur within a short
distance of Coaldale and close together. The Clarence flows over coal-measures for very many miles, but 
whether they contain workable seams of coal has yet to be proved. The coal-measures extend a good 
number of miles west also from the Coal Range. • I examined that some years ago, as far as Yugilbar 
Station. .
576. Is the quality of that coal such that it would compete with the Newcastle coal for export ? Not for 
export. It would certainly cut out the Newcastle coal in the district, and in the surrounding districts, 
provided there was a railway.
577. Then its uses would be simply for local purposes ? Tor local purposes. It would certainly take the 
whole of the local demand. There is a large area of coal measures there.
578. Do you think that the coal is sufficiently good to be used for railway locomotive purposes ? Per-
fectiy good. My impressiou is that the upper seam is better steam coal that Newcastle, in the same way 
that the Illawarra upper seam is better steam coal than Newcastle. It is not such a good coal for gas 
purposes. “
579. That is the conclusion you have come to as an expert ? Yes.
580. But not from any analysis ? I have seen the Government analysis of a seam lower than the upper
seam, and which, practically, is about equal to Newcastle Borehole seam ;—not very much difference, 
only a decimal per cent, in the matter of ash. •
581. Why would it not answer for export purposes ? Because it is a rather more friable coal than New
castle. It does not occur in such thick beds. The bands that intersect the coal occur at more frequent 
intervals than at Newcastle. A good export coal must bear the rolling and handling on board the ship.
582. Do you know anything else of other minerals in that district ? It is entirely a coal district between 
the two rivers, as far back near the range as Yugilbar, and there the auriferous rocks take the place of 
the coal-measures.
583. You only came here to give evidence as to the coal-measures ? Yes.
584. Mr. Hurley^ Are you interested in any of them ? I am interested in no ’mine. I have never had
a share or interest in any mine. ’

. John See, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined :—
585. Hr. Oarran.'] Are you connected in any way with this district? Yes.
586. In what way ? lam interested in trading to the district and in the district.
587. Have you resided in it ? I have resided on the Clarence. .
588. Do you know much about the Richmond ? Not so much as about the Clarence, 
the Richmond.

J. See, Esq., 
M.P.

I have been to 6 Feb., 1890.

589. Are you acquainted with the locality of the Big Scrub ? I know something about the Big Scrub
1 have been m part of it. ° '
590. Can you roughly, on this map, sketch the outside boundary of that Big Scrub ? I cannot
591. Does it come right down to the coast ? I think it does. I have not been very far north in the Big
fccrub. It is about 24 miles from Lismore. °
592. Have you been on the road from Lismore to Byron Bay ? I have not.
593. Have you been from Byron Bay to Murwillumbah ? I have not.

Have you been from Ballina up the Creek? I know a little about the country from
Ha nna in nsmnTo J
Q95AT-i0T7 %is is one of the richest districts, so far as the quality of the soil is concerned, in New 
south Wales? Yes.
596 And that the problem in making railways in that district is to give the cultivators access to a

597. The great object in making a railway would not be to connect 
ducers with the water ? That would be one of the objects. one port with another, but the pro-

598.
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J. See, Esq., 
M.P.

6 Feb., 1890.

59S. Do you know enough of the physical geography of that district to say whether tne line as laid ou 
here is the "best expenditure of money possible to give the largest number ot producers access to a pot . 
My idea is that the line would serve a larger number of persons, and to all intents and purposes bo a
better line, if it went more inland. , . ,
599. Are you at all acquainted with the engineering reasons that have caused tho liao to take its present 
route? 1 am not, except from what I have heard—that there are more engineering difficulties m going 
through the Big Scrub than round it; that it would be more expensive to go through tho Big Scrub, as 
there are some mountains they would have to pass. _ ..
000. You have not been through the heart of the scrub ? Not right through it. I have been 20 miles 
from Lismore, and am informed that nearly all the Big Scrub is of the same character, and after youie.uo 
the scrub and get on to the banks of the river, it is altogether different. I do not think that the alluvial 
on the Bichmond River is a wash down from the Big Scrub, but from the mountains.
001. Drom the granite country ? Yes ; from the table-land.
002. Is it granite ? Some of it is granite—mostly, I think. _
G03. You think that the alluvial on the banks of the Richmond is of the same quality as thau on the 
banks of the Clarence ? It is exactly the same. It is all made up of deposits by floods the accumulation
of centuries. , i • i
604. Is that river bank land as rich as the basaltic land further inland? 1 thm.v it is much ricner.
G05. Of the two soils, the river bank soil is better than the Big Scrub soil? Dor agricultural purposes
it is much better. . .
GOG. Is it better for dairying purposes ? I cannot say from experience ; but I know that sugar-cane ana 
maize and products of that kind arc much more profitable thau that grown in the Big Scrub ; but I am 
told that the grass in the Big Scrub—and I have seen it—is wonderful for grazing purposes.
G07. Then for dairying purposes the basaltic soil might be the better of the two ? I ifnink it would bo as
good, if not better. . . .
608. How far back do you find the settlers bring their produce to the river, to ship in your steamers, or
any other steamers ? Thirty or 40 miles. . ,
609. Does it pay settlers to carry their produce 20 or 30 miles ? It does not pay them as well as it would
if they had better facilities ; but they have taken up the land, which is wonderfully good, and are 
cultivating it in the hope that they will have better facilities for getting their produce to market. Ihcre 
are scores of farmers who have taken up land in some of those rich districts, not many miles from the 
Clarence, who have simply complied with the conditions under the Act, under which they have taken it 
up, but have not been able to utilize the land for want of an outlet. They expected that roads and 
wharves should be made, but that has not been the case. I refer to Colt’s Harbour and Urara, to which 
the produce would come if they had a means of getting it away. . .
610. You mean that the greatest temptation to free selection is excellent land? Tnat is the great
temptation. . . . n . , „ . _
Gil. And the settler takes that up in the hope of having greater facilities for transit hereafter. xes; 
that is the way in which the land has been taken up. ^ „ . • i a
G12. Leaving out exceptional cases, how far back from tho river is tue bulk of the tillage carried on . 
The principal portion of the sugar-cane and maize is grown on the hanks of the Richmond or Clarence.. 
G13. When you say “ on the banks,” do you mean within a mile? Yes; I should say within a mile. 
There are numerous creeks running into the various rivers. On tho Clarence there are creeks and arms 
and branches of the river, and the land is just as valuable there as is tho land on tho main river ; for 
instance, on the south arm back to Coldstream, and on the north arm, and various other places I might 
mention. They are all of the same character. The land on the creek banks is as rich as on tho river 
banks, and of the same class. Tho land on the river banks is of a different character from that ot tho 
Big Scrub. There is some of the same kind, but the wood indigenous to the river bames is more marked 
in its character than that grown in tho Big Scrub. . . . 0
614. Sugar-cane is an article that will not bear long carriage—it deteriorates somewhat after it is cut.
It would not bear very long carriage. Two or three days is the length of time it will remain good after 
being cut. . , ,
615. But there are other crops grown in that district that will heir long carriage far hotter than sugar
cane ? I do not know what they grow besides sugar and maize. The principal crops on the rivers are 
maize and sugar-cane—chiefly maize. ... -. . ..
616. I am asking you this question, as you say you do not think this line opens up the aistrict as well as 
it should do, but looking at the area of the district, how near do you think we should bring the farmer 
within reach of transit facilities, either by water or by rail? There is very little farming, except on the 
banks of the river. There is a good deal of land fit for dairying, but there is not a great deal of land 
used for dairying yet. There are some steam-mills bsing put up for the purpose of crushing, which will 
give those who choose to grow maize means of getting their produce crushed and manufactured. .
617. We want to open up this district so as to bring the produce to market. You think that a better
line might be made than this one now proposed ;—can you state any routes you know of that would bring 
more cultivators within reach of the coast than the line before the Committee would? If practicable it 
would be far better to take the line through the Big Scrub than around it. 1 look upon the Richmond 
River as the principal outlet for the southern part of the Big Scrub, and possibly the Tweed might be 
one outlet for tlie Big Scrub. . ,
618. You do not view with favour this project of a line near the coast ? I am only giving you my
opinion that, if practicable, the line would be more serviceable if taken through the Big Scrub than 
run round it; but if that is not practicable, this would be an acceptable line. . _
619. A line running north towards Murwillumbah would be better than this line ? I think so. .
620. But you do not know whether, on engineering grounds, that would he practicable ? I do not.
621. That would run through about the centre of the Big Scrub ? Yes. The object is to open up the
country, and give people facilities for bringing their produce to market. A railway going through the 
Big Scrub would serve tlie purposes of the settlers better than a line along the sea coast, because it would 
give the people settling in the Big Scrub facilities to get their stuff to a shipping port. _
622. Do you know anything of the character of the country about Ballina on the way from Lismoi’o to 
Byron Bay ? . No.

623.
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And so it would continue]to be for the products

623. You have not been up Tintinbar ? I 
scrub land, pretty much of the same kind.
624. As soon as you get out from Ballina, leave the coast and go inland, you get on to good land? Yes , „ „ ,
a few miles from the coast you get on to good land. In some cases it runs almost to the coast. At 6 e^'’ 1®90*
Tintmbar, I believe, it does.
625. From Ballina up to Tintinbar Creek, would it be all good land ? Yes ; on the banks of the creeks
it is good land. .

A line by that route would approach this line marked on the map from Lismore to Byron Bay ? Yes.
627. Suppose a railway started from Ballina and went up Tintinbar towards this line from Lismore to 
Byron Bay, and then on to Byron Bay, and then to Brunswick, would you not, from the very first, be 
bringing prodneers within reach of a shipping place? Of course, you would if you brought the railway 
to Ballina or to Lismore. Lismore is at the head of navigation on the north arm, and from there the 
greater portion of the produce of intermediate places is sent by steamers.
u ?onle witnesses objected to Lismore on account of the delay incurred ou the way which they

■JW* spoil the butter they wished to send to the Sydney market ? That depends on the state of
the bar. It the ship could get out I do not think the produce would be injured in any way, because it would 
only take four hours to run down the river.

that Lismore is a point of shipment for that part of the country within a moderate distance 
of it, Ballina would be a better point of shipment, would it not, for those on a part of the line from 
Lismore to Byron Bay ? Yes, if that line were constructed; but in the majority of cases the produce is 
not shipped at the entrance of the river—Ballina or Yamba—but from places all along up to the head of 
navigation. There are some towns and settlements, and there are wharves provided as depots for the use 
ot settlers.
630. That is because the river is your main road now ? 
of the local places.
631. If we start from Ballina we get into good country almost immediately, and if we get this line here 
proposed and follow it north towards Byron Bay, we shall be going through good rich scrub land the 
whole way ? I think it is a debatable point whether the line should go to Byron Bay at all.
632. You observe on the map that the line is forced round here because the ranges approach the coast so
closely? Yes. , ~
633. If you look at the map you will see* that the line is laid out up the water course, and the whole of 
the distance within a few miles of the coast? Yes.
634. We must assume that physical difficulties compelled the engineers to come closer to the coast than 
they otherwise would have done ? I think it is perhaps a matter of economy in indicating the course the 
railway should take. ^ The surveyors as a rule pick out the best possible grades,, the least expensive routes 
for constructing a railway. I do not think that routes for railways are always picked out because they 
are the most suitable, or go through the best country, or serve the people the best. The first object, I 
think, that the surveyors have in view is to give an easy grade which would entail the least possible 
expense lor construction.
635. You said you did not think there was any necessity to go to Byron Bay at all; do you look upon
Lismore as the natural port for the Big Scrub ? For the bulk of the Big Scrub. At present 9-10ths 
mid more than that of the produce of the Richmond River including the Big Scrub is sent from the 
Richmond, although there is a jetty and means of getting produce to market from Byron Bay. The great 
J-oc * i.6 sent from Byron Bay is timber, which would go whether there was a jetty or not.
636. As the problem presents itself to you the task of constructing a railway in the Big Scrub is the task 
of connecting R with Lismore? I repeat that I think the greater number of persons would be benefited 
through opening the Big Scrub—through taking the railway through it if practicable rather than along 
the route proposed ; but, of course, there may be engineering difficulties that I do not know of. I do not 
pretend to know anything about that. I speak only from the general knowledge I have as to opening up 
the country'-. The Richmond River entrance is, I suppose, to be made a port, and that, I sav, is the natural 
outlet for the greater portion of the country adjacent to it.
637. Still all this country from Lismore to Byron Bay is rich land ? Yes.
638. And the line from one point to another will, from beginning to end, run through rich land ? There 
seems to be a general opinion that it is more adapted to grazing purposes than cultivation. It grows an 
enormoiis crop of grass, but so far—whether it arises from the difficulty in getting the stuff to market or 
not it has not been a success. Clearing the land is very expensive. I suppose it would cost at least 
£5 or £6 an acre to clear it.
639. Still it is rich enough to be worth that ? Yes.
640. If it pays to clear the land at Kiama and Shoalhaven will it not pay to clear the land there ? Three- 
fourths of the Big Scrub has been taken up by speculators.
641. When you say “ speculators ” I suppose you mean speculative selectors ? JSTo, I mean that a great 
number of Sydney folks have taken up the land.
642. As selectors ? They found the money.

™?an they are i11 partnership ; they have found the money necessary to enable the land to be 
utilized? Yes. "
644. It is practically a partnership? Yes; on the banks of the river the means have been obtained 
from the outcome of the land itself, but in the Big Scrub, I think the greater portion of the money has 
been spent from outside sources rather than from the increment of tlie Unrl Itself -sources rather than from the increment of the land itself.

remunerative national project to carry the railway through this Big
spent

645. Do you think it would be a 
Scrub ? I am sure of it
646. You think that the land is rich enough to give a traffic? I think the North Coast District, from
Newcastle right, away to the Queensland Border, is as rich as any other country in the world, and the 
-KicninoiLQ District is as ricli as any portion of it. .
647. Then you think this district does deserve railways ? Dnquestionably.
648.. Your only doubt is as to whether this line has been laid out to the greatest advantage ? Yes • but 
I think that that should not be a bar to its construction. ° ’
649. You do not oppose the line as laid out ? No.
650. You only think that it might be laid out better? It is only a suggestion of mine, to open up the
centre of the Big Scrub. 1 £51
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651. ’ Contrasting Lismore and Ballina as ports, you think Lismore is equally good ? Yes. Tip to the
present time there has been more water at Lismore than on the bar. A vessel has had no difficulty in 
getting up the river after crossing the bar. Lismore has really been the port of shipment from the 
Clarence. - _ _
652. But if the improvements designed by Sir John Coode are carried out, Ballina will be a better port
than Lismore ? Yes ; of course it will probably be deeper water, although I think he says there will be 14 
feet, and there are 14 feet at Lismore; but the produce that should go to Lismore from that locality would 
not be diverted from Lismore to Ballina. To my mind the head of navigation is Lismore on the north 
arm, and possibly Casino on the south, and the greater portion of produce will be shipped from those 
centres. .
653. At the same time Ballina is the natural port for all of the district within 10 or 15 miles behind it ?
Ballina would be, because it is at the heads. It is maintained, I think, almost exclusively by the shipping 
that comes in and out of the Richmond, and not sustained by the inhabitants who are settled in and 
about the neighbourhood. _ ,
654. Still you say there is rich land in the rear all the way back to the proposed line? Unquestionably 
there is a great quantity. Tintinbar land and the land up this creek is very good.
655. So a line from Ballina would go through rich land all the way ? Yes.
656. Is it a difficult route ? No ; I do not think there are any difficulties whatever.
657. Can you tell us anything about the land between Casino and Grafton ? It is good grazing country,- 
and there is some alluvial country. On the banks of the creeks there is good agricultural land. .
658. Looking at the necessary limitations in our public expenditure from year to year, do. you think a
line from Casino to Grafton is a justifiable line at the present time? I think the original intention was 
that this line should be a national and not a local line. I am sure the intention of the projectors of this 
line was to make a costal line from the border of Queensland on the coast to Newcastle, and a line of 
railway over only a portion of this route would appear to me to be a line leading almost irom nowhere to 
nowhere ; because, unless you give the people a market in Brisbane, which I understand is not proposed to 
be done at present, what is the use of the railway, unless it be made a national line. .
659. You said just now that the object was to bring producers within reach of a local market ? That is 
part of it. That is one of the local intentions, but where is the market. If you bring it from the centre 
of the Big Scrub to the Richmond, you have not brought it to the market, and you must tranship it to a 
steamer which would take it to a market.
660. Where is the market at present ? The principal market for the products of all the north coast
districts is Sydney. ' . .
661. Do you think that that market has in itself sufficient expansiveness to take the additional produce that
will be sent down to the coast when this railway has opened up this district ? Yes ; Brisbane could very 
often take a great deal from the table-land. .
662. Could not your steamer which takes produce from Lismore to Sydney, also take it to Brisbane.
There is not sufficient volume of trade at present. .
663. If there is not trade enough at present in Brisbane to take the surplus products from Lismore, 
where would be the work for the railway ? These districts are increasing enormously.
664. The more the producers grow, the more they want a market ? Quite so.
665. You say you want a national line for the sake of sending the produce to the market ? As I under
stand this project, it is that there is to be a line of railway from the Queensland border to connect with 
the northern railway near Maitland and intersecting the whole of the northern rivers. .
666. It is not put before the Committee as part of a national line of railway at all, but as a railway to
develop the resources of this district ? Not alone that district; it is a line from Grafton to the Tweed, 
to open up communication. .
667. Yes ; but is there any particular traffic between Grafton and the Tweed ? There is a good deal of 
traffic between the Richmond and the Clarence. The mails at present, I believe, go that way.
668. There is not much traffic in mails, is there ? There are a great number of passengers. . _
669. The tendency of the evidence brought here by the Sectional Committee is that there is very little
traffic between the rivers—that they produce so much the same thing that they do not trade with one 
another ? They do not send maize from the Clarence to the Richmond or from the Richmond to the 
Clarence, but there is a good deal of communication by people going backwards and forwards. _
670. You advocate the line from Casino to Grafton not so much on the ground of its local traffic as of its
being part of a national line ? Yes, I certainly do. My impression is that if this is to be the terminus 
we do not want a railway to Byron Bay, Richmond, and the Tweed. _
'671. You do not look upon this projected line as part of a national line ? I do not say so, but it cannot 
be a national line if only a local line. If it is part of a national line, it speaks for itself. _ _ _
672. If it is laid out in the first instance so as to give the greatest possible development to the adjoining 
districts, and is connected ultimately with the line to Sydney and Brisbane, it will be both local and 
national ? Exactly so, but all the districts north an south must, I take it, be connected with the table-land 
by railway from the coast and joined on to the northern line, and it cannot be this way; it will be simply 
a local line from the Tweed to the Richmond or Casino. A tramway might answrer the same purpose. If 
followed up by railway to the table-land, a great deal of produce would be taken to the table-land.
673. You understand we have not any proposal to go to the table-land ? No; but I think they are
almost inseparable. There has been communication from the Clarence to the table-land for years. A 
road has been constructed at a cost of £200,000 to and from Lawrence to Tenterfield at a cost of 
£120,000 odd pounds. A railway would give them facilities to get the market. There would be an inter
change of trade resulting from the opportunities afforded by railway construction. _
674. Do I understand you to say that we have spent £320,000 in connecting this coast with the table
land behind it ? Yes. ^ 4. au 4.
675. Have wre had trade corresponding with that expenditure? Yes; nearly all the trade went that
way until the differential rates were imposed the other day by the Railway Commissioners. Even now, 
in spite of the differential rates, some of the goods go that way. _ ...
676. Could anything ever neutralize the value of the line through the Big Scrub ? That is simply a 
local line ; you would not give them facilities to go to the table-land, nor give people there facilities to go
to the Big Scrub. , i o at r j i-
67.7. This line, if once made, will never become useless as long as the settlers are there r J\o, 1 do not 
think it would ; but it would not serve the purposes for which it is intended. 678.
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<578, WMcL. do you tMnk is the biggest want for the settlers—-aline to the table-land or to the sea? 
Both.
679. "Which most ? They have a road to the sea—a fairly good road through the Big Scrub.
680. How far back are the people of Lismore really using their ground now ? I suppose 20 or 30 
miles.
681. They are bringing produce from 30 miles back in the scrub to Lismore ? Little, except butter,
I think. '
682. Looking at the products of the district, do you think that the people on the table-land could offer 
the same market for butter and cheese that the south does ? Ho.
683. Ho they make butter and cheese on the table-land to a large extent ? To some extent they do. I 
think sugar, and maize, and tropical products will be more in keeping with the products of the Big Scrub 
than butter and cheese.
684. Do I understand you to mean that the proper destiny of the Big Scrub is to grow sugar for the 
table-land district ? I think that is part of its destiny.
685. The great object should be to make a railway to the table-land and not connect with this port? I 
think they might be connected with the port and the table-land too. I think the northern district will 
grow sugar and other products, and that there will be an interchange of products between them and the 
table-land.
'686. Tou spoke rather disparagingly of the quantity of butter made in this Big Scrub, but I see from 
Mr. Coghlan’s book that more than 1,000,000 lb. came from the district last year, and that the number 
of cattle is very much larger ? That means 10 tons of butter. More than that comes in one steamer 
from "Wollongong.
687. Do not you think it is equally as good a dairying district as any part of the south coast ? I think 
the feed is as good, but I do not think that they can make butter and cheese as well. I think the climate 
is against them—that is the only reason.
688. The ground is not so rich ? ■ Tes, richer. I think that if they get proper refrigerators and "cool 
chambers to bring it to market they will be as successful as those on the south coast.
689. To sum up your evidence your only objection to this proposed line is that it does not go sufficiently • 
through the heart of the scrub and is not connected with the table-land ? That is not my objection to 
this line, but I think the destiny of this district is to be connected with the table-land. I am giving my 
reasons why I think it should be a national rather than a local line.
690. Still you want this line to be made ? I have said so ; but if only that part of the line is made it will 
beTocal and not national.
691. If only a local line—would you condemn it on that ground? It would not serve the purpose I. 
think it is intended for:—to give these people an outlet to other places besides the sea coast.
692. Would it not be worth making for that purpose ? Possibly it would. But if the Eichmond Eiver 
entrance improvements, the Byron Bay works, and the Tweed railway are made this would not be much 
use as a local line.
693. Chairman.'] Do you know anything of the Italian settlement; have you been there ? Tes, I have 
been there, and can corroborate what Mr. Campbell says. Having been sent by the Government to 
report on lands suitable for a model farm he says :

J. See, Eeq., 
M.P.

6 Feb., 1890.

The Italian settlement called “New Italy,” situated on this upland “ poor” country between the Clarence and the Rich
mond Rivers, is a good illustration of the value of such land. For the last six years the remnant of the Marquis de Ray’s
emigrants has been settled here—thirty Italian and two French families. By dint of the very hard work of men, women, *
and children, these people have made themselves comfortable homes, fenced in their farms, made considerable clearings, 
planted small vineyards, which are just now coming into bearing, a few fruit trees, some olives and mulberries, and pretty 
little flower gardens around their homes, which, as a rule, appeared to be kept extremely .clean and neat.

The land was heavily timbered with hardwood, ironbark, and gum when first occupied, and it was considered to be 
so inferior that the Italians were thought to be insane to attempt its cultivation ; but I believe that tljey are very well 
satisfied with their prospects, and could not live again on the poor fare they were accustomed to at home in Italy after 
enjoying the abundance of good food they can now command.
That is a report from Mr. Campbell, who was sent by the Mines Department to get information in 
reference to this particular question. It is corroborated by the little book written by Mr. Clifford. I 
merely give that as evidence of how this land could be utilized, and in corroboration or my assertion that 
the land between Casino and Grafton is not poor wretched land as some persons would have us believe. 
I now hand in some statistics, prepared at my request by Mr. Coghlan. He says that in 1861 the popu
lation of Grafton was 1,441 ; in 1871, 2,526 ; in 1881, 7,'744; and in 1889, it was estimated at 9,710. In 
1861 the population of the Clarence was 1,865 ; in 1871, 6,364 ; in 1881, 6,752 ; and in 1889, 7,827. In 
T861 the population of the Eichmond was 1,835 ; in 1871, 4,870; in 1881, 9,266 ; and in 1889, 19,207, 
making a gross increase from 1861 to 1881 on the two rivers of 31,000. As regards the Clarence Eiver 
trade last year, there were 301 departures of steamers from the Clarence, and 59 sailing vessels, conveying 
8,109 passengers. The principal exports to Sydney were :—214,071 sacks maize, 1,038 bags oysters, 2,979 
bags bones and horns, 22,976 bags and 32 tons sugar (exclusive of that shipped from the Colonial Sugar 
Company’s "Works), 6,400cases meat, 6,480 cases eggs, 1,898 bales wool, 317 bundles skins, 106 horses, 
1,239 cattle, 163 calves, 6,485 pigs, 1,864 coops poultry, 11,599 hides, 525 hogsheads tallow, 435 hogsheads 
molasses, 775 hogsheads rum, 496 casks beer, 9,680 bags potatoes, 1,979 cases fish, 1,241 sacks pumpkins, 
3,092 bags mineral ores, 75,700 spokes, 908 logs cedar, 81,010 pieces sawn cedar, 292,457 feet hardwood, 
101 bales hay, besides a large quantity of spirits from the distillery.. I do not know if your attention has 
been directed to the proposed establishment of a direct line from London to Grafton, and perhaps I may 
be permitted to read the following newspaper paragraph:—
The storekeepers of Grafton, Gleu Innes, and Inverell are opening up a direct trade with London by sailing vessels from 
Grafton. Mr. C. B. Ridley, of Messrs. Robards & Co., has visited the districts and procured sufficient support to start the 
line. The new departure has, doubtless, been brought about by the success attending Messrs. J. and A Brdwn’s direct lines 
to Newcastle. -
694. Mr. O' Sullivan.] Do you know the value of the lands in the Kiama and Shoalhaven districts—what 
they bring per acre? I think that good alluvial land at Shoalhaven would bring as much as on the' 
Clarence—the values ranging from £20 to £50 per acre.
695. What population is there between Grafton-and Casino ? There- is not a great deal; it is mostly 
a station country. There are a few houses, but not many.
696. Is the country likely to support a population if a line is constructed that way ? I think there is a
gopd-deal of land that would be used for farming. It is well timbered. 697.
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think millions of people could be sustained by the

J'-^s<1-j 697. If the national line were carried out as outlined on the map is it likely to have Keen competition 
it-". -with steamers on the coast ? No, I think it will produce a great deal of settlement, and not come into 

0 competition with steamers at all.
■’ 698. Will not the steamboat traffic come into competition with it ? If it does, it will have to go down,

but I do not apprehend that they will interfere with the railway, or that the railway will interfere with 
the steamers.
699. Do you think that it is likely to have the same effect on that district as the railway has had on the 
Kiama district P Yes.
700. Give a large impetus to trade ? Yes. I 
north coast district.
701. Will this line be a shorter route to Brisbane than the northern line ? From the river, certainly.
702. But I mean from Sydney to Brisbane? The proposed north coast railway would be nearer to 
Brisbane than the northern railway.
703. Mr. iee.] In considering this surveyed line down the coast to join the main line about Newcastle, 
you look upon that as a national line ? I do.
701. Do you think that if that line were constructed maize, and similar products of the Clarence and 
Kichmond would not be sent by that line ? Possibly not, but a good deal of produce would. Under 
our newly revised railway system we are taking goods cheaper than they are being taken from bar 
harbours.
705. What is about the average cost by steamer for the carriage of a bag of maize ? About Is. 6d. 
per bag.
706. Would the railway carry it for that ? Yes, they are carrying it cheaper now. I will be glad to 
show you the rates charged, not only by our own company, but by other companies, and also show you the 
new schedule of rates authorized by the Railway Commissioners for the carriage of produce down from 
the interior. The statistics I have handed in contain full particulars of the land under cultivation, the 
area of land alienated, the area of^land available for agricultural and pastoral purposes, and the number 
of cattle and other stock—in fact,'all the information that I have been able to gather from Mr. Coghlan.
707. Mr. Tonkin.'] I think that in answer to Dr. Garran you said that the greater part of the land in the 
Big Scrub had been taken up by Sydney speculators ? That they were interested in it—yes.
708. I want to ask you whether you believe they took that land up in anticipation of its value being 
increased by the construction of this railway? Unquestionably they have done so. I know there has 
been a great deal of speculation going on in the Big Scrub.
709. Chairman.] With regard to the Big Scrub, it would be impossible for a poor man to use that land
at all ? Quite impossible. ■
710. He must have capital at his back ? Yes, he must. The same applies to a great deal of the land on 
the northern rivers, and in other parts too.
711. You have told us that it costs £5 or £6 an acre to get that land prepared for use ? Yes. I think, 
if the labour had to be paid for, it would cost £1 or £5. Of course, the farmers utilize the labour of 
their families. I was told, when I was on the river a few days ago, that the Clarence River bears a 
favorable comparison with any other district in the country with regard to the school-children. The arrears 
of fees are very small. There are forty-six public schools—ten provisional schools, and six half-time 
schools in operation. The pupils in the public schools number 3,367, in the provisional schools 178, and 
in the half-time schools 105—total 8,650, of which there are ninety free pupils in the public schools, four 
in the provisional schools, and four in the half-time schools. The arrears of school fees are as follows:— 
public schools £16 15s. 3d., provisional 4s. 3d., half-time £1 3s. 3d., making a total amount of arrears in 
sixty-two schools of £18 2s. 9d. The expenditure on new schools and repairs amounted to about 
£2,500.
712. I suppose the farmers on the Clarence are not in debt at all ? The district is not in debt. The 
farmers, like very many others, are in debt. However, I am sure they could all pay their debts—there 
would be a large surplus in the agregate if all the liabilities were discharged.
713. Mr. Copeland.] Do you think it is desirable to bring the railway from Lismore to Byron Bay—that 
is, from one shipping port to another shipping port? I have already said that I am not favourable to 
that section. 1 do not think it is necessary.
714. I have not heard you say what scheme you are favourable to ? I am first of all favourable to the 
north coast railway, but also to the construction of a line of railway from Grafton to the Queensland 
border, and I would certainly go to Casino and Lismore, but I think that a better route, serving a larger 
number of persons, could be taken through the Big Scrub on to Murwillumbah or the Tweed River, 
instead of going to Byron Bay and along the coast as it is proposed to do.
715. Chairman.] Have you been up in that country at all ? Not beyond Ballina.
716. Have you been to Byron Bay ? No, never.
717. Then you had better go and see if the railway could be taken along that range of mountains? I do 
not say that it could, but only that if it could it would be better.
718. Mr. Dowell.] Do you think it desirable that the starting point of the railway should be opposite to

. Murwillumbah ? I could not say, but I should say that that would be a good centre—it is the head of
navigation.
719. Do you think it absolutely necessary and desirable that the railway should be constructed from 
Grafton to Casino ? Yes, I do.
720. What point of the northern line do you think the most desirable to connect at Grafton ? I am not 
able to give an opinion. I have taken a great interest in connection with the two schemes, but only one 
has been recommended, and I supported that—a line from Glen Innes to Grafton.
721. Chairman.] I suppose you are indifferent as to where the connection is, so long as it is made fairly 
for the New England people ? So long as it serves the greatest number of persons. But I think it 
inevitable that there will be a connecting system between the coast and the table-land, instead of having 
to go to Newcastle or Sydney as now, when any one wants to send any produce to the table-land.

Charles
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Charles 0. Burge, Esq., District Engineer, Kailway Department, sworn, and further examined:—
722. Dr. Garran.'] What position do you hold in the Civil Service ? I am a district engineer. I am C- ®ul’ge> 
also a member of the Institution of Civil Engineers.
723. What portion of the line now before the Committee have you personally examined ? I have closely g jebl890
examined the line from Grafton to Byron Bay, and in a more fragmentary way from the Brunswick to *
Murwillumbah, and also the connection between the Tweed and the Queensland railways.
724. Taking that part between Lismore and Byron Bay—you are intimately acquainted with that ? As 
far as the line goes—yes.
725. Leaving Lismore, you follow mainly the line of a water-course ? Tes, Wilson’s Creek.
726. And then how far off the coast ? We go straight up to Byron Bay.
727. Where is the Dividing Kange ? Close to Byron Bay.
728. How far off ? About 5 miles.
729. Tou are ascending all the wray from Lismore to within 5 miles of the coast ? More or less.
730. And then you make a rapid descent to the coast ? Tes.
731. What is the maximum elevation that you reach ? I do not remember the exact elevation, but it is 
marked on the plans before the Committee.
732. Is the descent very steep ? It was originally 1 in 40, but I have made some alterations so as to 
involve only 1 in 50. I reduced all the maximum grades from Grafton to Byron Bay to 1 in 50.
733. When you once get into the bed of that water-course, are you pinned in there ? Pretty well.
734. Tou cannot get out and cross the range without making that maximum elevation? Ho; unless 
there was a very considerable deviation altogether.
735. Tou know no better route between Lismore and Byron Bay than following up that river ? Ho.
736. Does that involve very much curvature in the line? Tes.
737. Many crossings of the river ? Hot so very many. We follow the valley, but do not cross it very 
often.
738. Tou keep winding round the edge of the spurs all the way ? Tes.
739. So the distance between the two points has increased how much over the straight line ? I cannot 
tell you that.
740. Is it 25 per cent. ? I daresay it would be.’
741. Do you know the physical geography of the Big Scrub generally ? I have been through it on the 
railway, but not away from the line, except so far as to examine possible deviations in the neighbourhood.
742. Are you able to give us any information as to Mr. See’s remark that a line pretty well north from ■
Lismore to Murwillumbah wrould be an improvement on the present line ? That I cannot say. I think 
from appearance that it would be very rough.
743. Have you been north from Lismore at all ? Ho.
744. While engaged between Lismore and Byron Bay did you have any occasion to go from any point of 
that line towards Ballina ? Ho.
745. Tou know nothing of the country between those two points ? Ho.
746. Tou do not know what elevation you reach half way between Lismore and your summit? I cannot 
say right off, but it is all shown on the section. It is rising all the way from Lismore to the Dividing 
Kange.
747. Tou are compelled to go round that point at the coast;—you could not avoid hitting the coast at 
Byron Bay ? If we went more inland we would get rougher country.
748. Chairman!] If you went more inland to avoid Byron Bay you would have to go nearer the coast to 
go across the Brunswick would you not ? I do not know.
749. Tou do not know that country ? I did not examine from Byron Bay to about 2 miles north of the 
Brunswick. That was examined by Mr. Alexander.
750. Dr. Garran.] Do you know the country from the Brunswick to Murwillumbah ? Erom there I had 
a slight examination.
751. Does that go round spurs or over a ridge ? It goes over a ridge.
752. It crosses one main ridge ? Tes, between the Brunswick and Murwillumbah.
753. Does it ascend any valley ? Tes.
754. And goes down the valley on the other side? Tes.
755. In each case you keep to the water-course ? Tes.
756. That is the best route you can take ? Tes.
757. Do you remember the maximum elevation there ? Ho, I was not concerned with the elevation. It 
is more the gradients one keeps in one’s mind.
758. Can you tell us whether there is easy lateral access to each side of your railway ? I think it is very 
difficult in most of the country between Lismore and the Tweed—very bad and hilly roads.
759. Tou see this line is to open up all ,the country to facilities of transit;—I want to know whether 
by taking a line up a valley like this you have made it easy for producers 8 or 10 miles away to get to 
your line, or will it be difficult ? I do not think there will be any difference from any other route. There 
will be difficulty in any case, because of the badness of the roads.
760. I mean as far as the line is concerned? Ho.
761. Tou think lateral access would be difficult in any case ? Tes.
762. Tou are of opinion that lateral roads are essential to make this railway a success ? Tes.
763. Without them it will be of little value ?' Comparatively so.
764. G-ood local roads are an absolutely necessary adjunct to this scheme ? That is what struck me on 
this portion.
765. Did you go far from the line ? Ho.
766. But you heard of the country ? Tes.
767. And what you had seen led you to form that impression ? Tes.
768. But the railway must be backed up by good local roads or it will be of little use ? Certainly.
769. Tou saw no reason to alter the main line of the route ? I have altered it in many instances.
770. But only in details ? Tes. •
771. On the plan behind you you see two lines between Lismore and Byron Bay—one being apparently an
alternative survey;—do you know anything of that survey ? Ho. I examined the one to the right—the 
more northerly one. '
772. Tou know nothing of the other route ? Ho. 773.
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C’ you §° off the line from Marwillumbali to the Tweed at all on the other side ? I examined
_ . _ thoroughly all the country between Murwillumbah and Macpherson Range with reference to a connection

6 Feb 1890 Queensland.
774. So far as you saw there was no desirable deviation on either side from the Brunswick to Mur
willumbah ? No. I examined also the coast line—that would be considered the alternative.
775. Tou do not consider that a better line between Brunswick and Murwillumbah could be laid out 
practically now ? No, except in detail.
776. Between Byron Bay and Murwillumbah is the railway forced on to the coast at the Brunswick ? 
I did not examine that portion. Mr. Alexander went over that.
777. Because the line crosses the Brunswick near the mouth apparently ? Tes.
778. Ton could not go round the Heads at the Brunswick? I think not, but I have not examined that.
779. Taking the line between Lismore and Casino, is that a line that has any elevations to conquer ? Not 
very much; there will be a tunnel.
780. Is that up and down, crossing creeks and ridges ? No, it is an easy country except the Dividing 
Range, between the two arms of the river, and there there will be a tunnel.
781. Do you go up a valley to get to that range ? No, not specially one valley. It is only a very small 
stream, and we cross the range at the lowest point.
782. Is there a good road between Lismore and Casino ? Tes.
783. Is the land settled ? I think pretty fairly.
784. Did you see people taking their produce to the market ? Tes.
785. Was the road a fair one for the country ? It was very good between those two points.
786. Would the railway run very much on the line of the road ? Not far off.
787. It will duplicate the existing means of communication ? Tes ; thev are both pretty direct between
those places. '
788. Did you examine the line from Grafton to Casino ? Tes.
789. Is that an easy line ? Tery easy.
790. No great or expensive works on that line ? No, not at all. There are some large creeks to cross, 
but taking it as a whole, it would be counted as an easy line.
791. Tou examined the line from Murwillumbah to the mouth of the Tweed ? Tes.
792. Is that a difficult piece ? No.
793. If we wished to connect with Queensland it would be an easy line ? I would call it an easy line— 
not specially easy, but not difficult.
794. It runs near the river all the way ? Tes, as far as what they call the junction of the north arm, and 

, then it follows the course of the back waters, and goes up to the Tweed Heads.
795. Have you any great range to cross ? No.
796. Only minor difficulties ? Tes.
797. So the connection with Queensland would not be very difficult? No.
798. To make that, should we go up there or across the range ? It would be practically impossible to 
cross the range. The Queensland Government are proposing to carry their line to the Tweed Heads.
799. That is close to the boundary ? Tes.
800. Is there a mile between the outlet at the mouth of the Tweed and the boundary ? No, it is almost 
co-incident. The boundary passes through Point Danger, which is practically one head of the Tweed 
River, and the mouth is close to that, and the Queensland Government line runs close up under Point 
Danger.

^ou- do not know if any trial surveys have been made north of Lismore by any surveyors ? I 
do not. J j j

802. Mr. O’ Sullivan.'] “Was the route via Murwillumbah chosen in preference to that by Cudgen on 
account of there being only one crossing of the river instead of two ? It does not involve that. In any 
case there would be only one crossing of the Tweed River.
803. _ Is it practicable for the Queensland Government to meet you directly north of Murwillumbah ?
I think it is impossible, on account of the engineering difficulties.
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The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Grafton to the Tweed.

John M‘Earlane, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined :—
J. M'Farlane, 804. Mr. Lee.] Tou are a Member of the Legislative Assembly for the electoral district of the Clarence ? 

Esq., M.P. Tes.
805. Do you reside in the Clarence district ? No ; in Sydney. 

e •’ • 806. Have you at any time resided in the Clarence district ? Tes : about twenty-four years.
807. Tip to about what date ? Till 1884.
808. Tou expressed a desire to give evidence on the question of the construction of a line of railway from 
Grafton to the Tweed ? I was desired to give evidence by the Member for Grafton.
809. The Committee will be very glad to have any information you can place before them now with 
respect to that proposed line ? I do not think I can say very much fresh on the subject. As far as I 
can learn a great deal of evidence has been given.
810. Do you happen to know the route proposed ? I know it fairly well. I cannot say that I know the 
surveyed line—the exact line where the railway is proposed to go, but I know the locality very well.

. i , . 811.
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811. Have you been'in the Tweed River district? Ho; but I have been on the Richmond River.
812. Have you been in the Brunswick district ? Ho.
813. In the neighbourhood of Byron Bay ? Ho.
814. Have you been in the neighbourhood of Lismore ? Tes ; I have been in Lismore.
815. And Casino ? Hot Casino. , I have been very close to it, but not in the town.
816. Do you know the country between Casino and Lismore? Hot very well.
817. Do you know the country between Casino and Grafton ? Tes.
818. Along the proposed line of railway ? As I stated before, not exactly along the surveyed line, but I
know the locality generally. , ,
819. Tou have a general knowledge ? Tes.
820. "What is the character of the country between Casino and . Grafton ? Fairly good. It is good 
grazing country, and portions of it could be placed under cultivation. There are a number of portions 
that could be placed under orchards, or anything of that description. I do not say it is the very richest 
•quality of land, taking it all through, because it is not, but it is good grazing land, so far as my judgment 
will serve.
821. In what portion of the Clarence did you reside ? In Grafton and LTlmarra.
822. How long were you residing there ? Twelve months in Grafton and twenty-three years in Ulmarra.
823. Did you ever reside at Lawrence ? Hever. ... . . .
824. During your term of residence there was it the custom at any time for the Richmond River people 
to send produce across to the Clarence for shipment to Sydney? I never heard of it.
825. Were the Clarence people in the habit of sending produce across to the Richmond? Certainly not.
826. Was there any interchange of products between the two rivers ? In agricultural products 
certainly not worth mentioning. There might be a very small exchange, but not worth mentioning.
827. Do you think that if a line of railway were constructed from Casino to Grafton there would be an
interchange of products between the Richmond and the Clarence Rivers ? I think so. '
828. Having in view that they produce the same kind of products and both have ports, do you think they 
would be likely to use the railway in order to send from one river to the other ? . Only at certain seasons ; 
no doubt if there were a railway § constructed there would be an interchange at various seasons of the 
year. When a product was out of season in one district it might not be out of season in another.
829. That would be occasionally and according to circumstances ? Exactly. '
830. Hot regularly? Hot in agricultural produce,, unless iu potatoes. I do not think the Richmond -
produces potatoes in sufficient quantities for their own requirements, but the Clarence does, and there
would be, I daresay, a fair trade in potatoes. .
831. Could the proposed railway be made to touch any other portion of the Clarence except Grafton?
Tes ; it could be made to touch almost any other portion.
832. But having in view deep water and the probable traffic ? Tes.
833. At what point? I believe Lawrence is the nearest point. I may say that this is my opinion that if 
it were simply a railway to be constructed between the Clarence and the Richmond Rivers, certainly Grafton 
would be the wrong place to have it and so also would Casino. A much nearer route could be got to 
connect the two rivers in less than half the distance, and at less than half the cost by connecting them 
lower down where the distance between them is only 24 miles.
834. Wherefrom? From Woodburn to Iluka is only 23 miles. «
835. Iluka is at the entrance to the Clarence River ? Tes ; on the north side. .
836. That would be of very little benefit to the Upper Clarence ? I do not see that that would be much 
benefit at all to the Upper Clarence.
837. Is that the point you favour as a terminal point for any proposed railway between the two rivers ?
I cannot say that it is, because in my opinion a railway simply made to connect the two rivers I do not 
think would pay, but I look upon the railway from the Grafton to the Tweed River as simply a section 
of the north coast line, and I think that that was the intention when the scheme was first proposed.
838. Where would you propose to have the terminal point on the Clarence ? If not at Grafton at least 
close to it. I think above the navigation of the ocean boats would be the proper place to cross the 
river, and I think that that is the only practicable place to cross. I do not think that the river could be 
crossed lower down.
839. Tou think that if there were a terminal point it should be at or above Grafton and not lower down 
the river ? Tes ; I am speaking of crossing the river.
840. Supposing it were made a portion of the north coast railway, what traffic could be brought across
from the Tweed, through the Richmond to the Clarence, and thence by the north coast railway ? The 
passenger traffic would be very considerable. There is a large passengertraffic at present between the Clarence 
and the Richmond. I think there are five lines of coaches running daily between different parts of the 
Clarence and the Richmond, and they seem to be doing a fair trade—to be paying. They have been 
continued for a large number of years, and that is one evidence that they are not losing money. ‘
841. They carry mails, do they not? Tes; mails and passengers and parcels.
842. Do you think that the residents in the Tweed River district would be likely to use that line if it
were constructed ? For passenger traffic they certainly would. _
843. From the Tweed by the coast to Sydney ? I think they would use it this way : Take the train ■
to Grafton, and the steamer there.
844. Do you think they would go past the steamers on the Richmond to go to the Clarence and take the 
steamer? I think so. Under ordinary circumstances they would, because of the state of the Richmond 
bar. It has been uncertain up to the present time, although it is very good now. I do not suppose 
that at the present time they wrould go past Lismore, only that they have a better class of steamers 
running to the Clarence for carrying passengers.
845. Having in view the improvements already sanctioned for the Richmond River heads, and the extreme . 
probability of providing a safe entrance there, do you think that if a safe entrance were made there the 
passengers would pass the Richmond River ? Certainly not. If the other requirements kept pace with 
the improvements made to the Richmond—that is, if the bar or harbour was made equally as good as the 
Clarence bar or harbour.
846. Hor would the Casino people, I presume, go across to the Clarence for that purpose if the Richmond 
River entrance were made good ? I think that it would not make very much difference to the Casino

■. people.
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^Esa^M p16’ PeoP^e- ^e7 ^nnot go by ocean steamers from Casino. They must go to Lismore or down the river 
to pick up the ocean boats, so that if the accommodation were not exactly as good in the Richmond River 

12 Feb. 1890. ^)oa^s’ ^ Probable that they would go to Grafton. At the present time some of the residents in the 
■ ’ Tweed go to- Brisbane. In some instances I know they have gone to Brisbane in order to go to Sydney,

and in some cases they go the Clarence in order to go to Sydney.
847. You think that that line would be very likely used as a passenger line more than for produce? Ror 
a, passenger line it would be used more than for the purpose of interchange of produce. No doubt if the 
line were constructed it is bound to open up a large area of country along the line which would, of course, 
increase the traffic upon the line.
848. What is the freight per bag on maize from the Clarence to Sydney ? Is. 3d.
849. If the improvements to the Clarence River Heads and the Richmond River Heads are carried out, is 
that rate of freight likely to be reduced ? I think so.
850. To about what ? I should think to about lOd. a bag. I myself have known a time when the freight 
was 6d. ; but that only lasted for a short time, and was caused by excessive competition.
851. That being the case, do you think that the railway could possibly carry the produce at lOd. per bag 
to Sydney and compete with the steamers ? Certainly not. I do not think the railway would compete— 
at least they would have to make a special concession for that particular line. There would have to be a 
differential rate.
852. Then about the inward freight—goods shipped from Sydney and other places to the Clarence and 
Richmond River districts would they, in your opinion, be shipped by steamer to those rivers, or sent up 
by this proposed coastal railway ? Heavy goods would, I believe, be shipped by steamer, but perhaps 
drapery and the like would be shipped by rail.
853. Would not the freight be an important factor in the carriage of the goods ? In drapery it would 
not amount to a very great deal.
854. What is the ordinary freight on drapery, which I presume is by measurement ? 15s. to 20s. by 
steamer per ton measurement.
855. Do you think that the railway could possibly compete with the steamers under those conditions ? I 
admit that the freight by train would be dearer than by a steamer, but in the case of drapery I think it 
would go by rail.
856. That being the case, if it went by steamer it would go to the respective ports of the Richmond, the 
Tweed, and the Clarence ? Yes. -
857. Therefore there would be no necessity to send the goods across from the Clarence to the Richmond 
by rail ? Not if they went to the Richmond River certainly.
858. So far as you can say that line would answer the purposes of a passenger line ? Yes.
859. And occasionally perhaps for an interchange of produce ? I think it would be more than
occasionally. I do not think that there would be a heavy interchange, but I think it would be pretty 
constant. _ .
860. Have you anything further to say ? With regard to the continuation of the railway to tho south 
after crossing the river at Grafton, I think that the railway must be constructed farther south than 
Grafton, to give accommodation to the numerous settlers now settling down on the country at the head 
of the Urara River, some 50 miles from Grafton, where there is a large area of the richest land. I think 
it is a certainty that the railway must be constructed at an early date from this rich country to Grafton, 
as they really have no port—Grafton being the nearest one.
861. Jlfr. Garrard.] Not necessarily to go to Sydney, but to go_to Grafton as the nearest port ? Grafton
would certainly be the nearest port. ' .
S62. JHr. Aee.j For transhipment by steamer ? Yes. In fact it is my opinion that the construction of 
the north coast line would save the country the expense of making harbours for small rivers. It would 
be better if instead of attempting to make those harbours, railways were constructed to the different rich 
localities in the neighbourhood where there is already a fairly good harbour or a prospect of making one ; 
it would answer the requirements of the settlers far better than would tinkering with harbours that never 
would be safe.
863. Z)r. Garran.] Do you think it would be a sound national policy to make the Clarence the port for 
the Richmond r Not if there were a reasonable probability of making the Richmond a safe port by the 
expenditure provided.
864. If there is that probability, you think that the Richmond should have its own port and the Clarence 
its own? I do, most certainly.
865. Chairman.] For the first 60 miles from Grafton on this line, we have been told that the country is
very poor unproductive soil—is that so ? It is not unproductive. '
866. Is there any settlement on it apart from pastoral occupation? Not large. There are small patches
of cultivation. I have not seen it for some years. ■
867. On the creeks ? Yes.
868. It is principally used for grazing and timber-getting, is it not ? Yes.
869. There is no communication between Grafton and Casino by coaches ? Not at the present time, I think.
870. There never has been, has there ? Yes, there has.
871. From Grafton to Casino ? Yes. I am not exactly certain whether the coach is discontinued now.
872. We have been told that, after fifty years of settlement, the traffic between Grafton and Casino has 
never been able to support a public coach, and that there is absolutely no goods traffic between those two 
places ? At one time, to my knowledge, there was a coach.
873. Lawrence is the point of_ departure and arrival between the Richmond and the Clarence Rivers ? 
One of the points the other is lower down—from Chatsworth to Woodburn. The principal passenger 
traffic comes from the north arm of the Clarence River to Woodburn. I think there are three or four 
lines of coaches.
874. In the Clarence and Richmond districts there is a similarity of produce—that is, sugar, maize, 
timber, and pastoral and dairy produce, are what each of them produces ? Yes.
8/5. So there would be no interchange of commodities between these two places? Except at certain periods, 
when one of the products is out of season on one river, and not out of season on the other—for instance 
in the case of maize. Recently I have sent maize to the Richmond while there was plenty on the Clarence. 
8/6. Then you think that the extension ot the line to Grafton would be justified onl3r by carrying is

farther
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farther south ? Of course I cannot say whether it would he justifiable to carry it, unless-there was a "h MtFarlane, 
prospect of continuing it farther south, but I think that that is the intention—to carry it farther south. Esq., M.P.
877. Tou know that, at the present time, the Richmond River is just as navigable as the Clarence, and 
higher up, is it not ? I do not think it is navigable higher up, although bcean boats do go higher up on 12 Febc'. 
the Richmond than on the Clarence. They could go up higher than Grafton, but they do not do it. ’
878.. The entrance at the bar is as good in the Richmond as in the Clarence at the present time, is it not ?
I think it is nearly as good. ,
879.. Then if there is to be no interchange of commodities between those two points, what would be the
justification for the construction of a line of railway from Lismore to the Clarence P There would be a • 
large passenger traffic between the two places. "
880. Why ? They have got equally good boats on the Richmond and the Clarence, have they not ? I, 
suppose there would be a good deal of local traffic between the Clarence and the Richmond, as there is 
at the present time—I mean residents on one of the rivers going to the other.
881. Knowing it as you do, and describing it as grazing land, do you think that there would be sufficient
passenger traffic from that land to justify the construction of a railway ? No. I do not. ' ’
882. Even prospectively—certainly it would not now? No, it would not now. ■
883. A justification of a line to Grafton would be an extension to take in the rich lands you describe?
That is a strong argument, I see, in favour of it. ■ '
884. But the great argument used by people in that district is connection with New England, is it not ?
That is what they are all looking and hoping for—to get some connection wnth the table-lands in New 
England from Grafton ? They are agitating for that, but do not use that argument in connection with 
this proposed line. That is a separate matter. . .
885. Jfr. O SullivanP\ Supposing the line is constructed from Casino down to the coast, and then on to 
Murwillumbah, do you think that the trade of that large district is likely to gravitate towards Brisbane ?
1 think so.
886. I mean if the line between those two points is constructed and the north coast line is not carried 
out as proposed ? I think so. T think that the principal part of the Richmond River trade will, as 
regards maize, go to Brisbane. Through the whole of this year I have shipped maize in large quantities 
from Sydney to Brisbane and IS orthern Queensland—maize, and potatoes, and other agricultural produce, 
and if there is a railway constructed to the Queensland border, I have not the slightest doubt that the 
bulk of this produce will not be sent to the Sydney market at all, but go to Brisbane.
887. If that be. so, is there a likelihood of Brisbane supplying that district with stores ? Very probably.
888. Do you think that it is essential to securing this trade that the line should be constructed between
Casino and the Hunter River—that is, the original North Coast line ? What I stated before about that ■
was,, that the railway rates would have to be greatly reduced before they could compete with the water- 
carriage. . .
889. Tou think that if the north coast line were carried out in its entirety, it would not be able to com
pete with the steamers ? Not from the northern rivers—that is, provided that harbours are made as good ' 
as we were led to.believe they would be, by carrying out Sir John Goode’s recommendations.
890. Is not the line to Kiama successfully competing with steamers on the south coast ? I believe so.
891. Is not the same result likely to accrue if aline be constructed to the Hunter River from Casino?
"Well, the distance is greater. I should guess that it would be nearly 400 miles of railway from Sydney 
to Graf ten by the north coast line, and that is a little longer than by sea, and the sea-carriage must 
necessarily be at a less rate.
892. But, though.the distance is greater, the line would go through very productive districts ? Tes.
893. And these districts at the present time have no safe harbours ? No. Some of them, you might say,
Imve no harbours at all. I know selectors who have been six or seven vears on some of the best land in 
the country, but have had no market. Some of them have not had 6d. from the produce grown at different 
times during that period.
894. Tf the line were carried as far as Grafton from the Hunter River they would produce profitably ?
Tes. I think the country it would open up would pay for its construction.
895. Do you think it would be desirable on the part of the State to build a non-productive line from 
Grafton to Casino in order to prevent trade going to Brisbane ? If there were any danger of the trade 
going to Brisbane, I think it would be good policy.
896. Mr. Garrard.'] Do you know anything of the country between our border and Brisbane ? No. ■
897. Tou have already said that you know nothing of the country between Lismore and the Tweed ? I 
do .not know anything of the country farther north than Lismore.
898. Tou do not know any difficulties then that would intervene to prevent our trade going to Brisbane ?
No ; I am yot acquainted with the country. "
899. Mr. Copeland.] Erom Lismore to Ballina, at the mouth of the river, the river is navigable all the 
way ? Tes, all the way from Lismore to Ballina.
900. Can you give the Committee any reason why there should be a railway constructed from Lismore— 
where there is navigable water—to take the traffic away from, that navigable water to Byron Bay ?
No, I do not see any reason to justify it, unless for the opening up of the country between Lismore and 
Byron Bay, about which I know nothing, but which I believe to be good country.
901. ' Supposing we were to build a railway from Murwillumbah, say to Ballina, would not that open up
the country ? I think it would. • v r
902. Would it not give people between these two places access to navigation ? Tes. But if it were 
a railway merely between the rivers, I consider that either Casino or Grafton would be the wrong place 
to have it, and the same argument applies to Lismore.
903. Supposing a railway were constructed from Murwillumbah to Ballina, you would not want to con
struct a railway from Lismore to any other navigable place, would you ? Not in order to get the produce 
from the Tweed River to navigable water.
904. Is not the river navigable at Casino, or within 2 or 3 miles of it ? It is navigable for small vessels, 
but not for ocean-going boats. Some passenger steamers run up from Coraki to within, I think, 2 miles 
or Casiua. They are not very small boats ; they are river steamers.
905. Have you any knowledge of the Richmond River at all ? I have a fair knowledge of the district.

906.
2—E
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J. M'Farlane, 906. Do you know for wLat periods the Richmond River has been closed for navigation through steamers 
Esq., M.P. no^ pgj^g ai3ie to go either in or out ? I think eight weeks is the longest period I have known that to 

occur. ,
007. Is it not a common occurrence for the river to he closed for three or four weeks ? A few years ago 
it was a very common occurrence, but within the last few years we have had occasional floods, which have 
had the effect of clearing the sand bar away, and it has not been so frequent. Of course the steamers are 
detained sometimes for a few days at a time—a week, or something like that.
908. Supposing any of the farmers had their crops ready, say at Casino or at Lismore, and there was a 
railway from there to the Clarence River, do you think they would be likely to make use of that railway, 
supposing the Richmond were closed at the bar, to get their produce away ? Oh, yes.
909. For anything like bananas and perishable cargo of that kind, would they not he likely to make use 
of the railway in order to have a certain get-away rather than send it to the Richmond if there was the 
slightest chance of its being blocked at the bar ? Tes, certainly.
910. Which has the safest entrance, the Richmond or the Clarence ? There is no comparison between
them, as far as my judgment goes—the Clarence is by far the safest. It is very rare indeed that there is 
a boat bar-bound, beyond a few hours. _
911. Chairman^ There is no necessity, then, for any great expenditure there ? For the present line of 
steamers, which are not large enough for the trade.
912. Mr. Copeland?^ Tou represent the Clarence district, do you not? Tes.
913. Tou do not represent the country between Lismore and Byron Bay—that is not in your elec
torate ? No. ...
914. Still, as a man representing a neighbouring electorate, you have no hesitation in saying that a railway 
from Lismore to Byron Bay is not required, seeing that Lismore is already situated on navigable waters ? 
Not for the produce that is grown near Lismore. It certainly, in my opinion, would never go to Byron 
Bay.
915. Would it not be a feasible proposal to have a railway from Murwillumbah past Byron Bay down to
Ballina—would not that give the whole of the people north of the Richmond access to a navigable 
harbour? Not the whole of the people north of the Richmond. Of course there are some living near 
the Big Scrub, which goes some distance back from the sea. It would, however, give the residents on the 
Tweed River access to a part of the Richmond. _ _
916. Do you think it would be a feasible proposal to build a railway from Murwillumbah to Lismore in a
direct line through the Big Scrub—would it be possible to take a railway that way ? I do not know the 
nature of the country, but from what I do know of it I think it would. I do not know the nature of the 
country from personal observation, I mean, but from knowledge I have gained from others, and from 
doing business with the people there, I think it would. _
917. Tou have fair grounds for believing that the country is of such a character that a railway could be 
constructed between Murwillumbah and Lismore ? Tes.
918. Do you think that the railway surveyed from Murwillumbah past Byron Bay, and so on, could be
extended to Ballina ? As far as I know the country, but I do not know much about the country except 
from hearsay, I do not think there will be any great difficulty. _ _
919. Because if it could be done that would be connecting the whole of the Tweed River people with the 
navigable waters of the Richmond River at Ballina ? Tes ; it would answer the purpose of the Tweed 
River residents.
920. Tou do not know anything of the country in a direct line from Murwillumbah through here to
Lismore;—you do not know whether the railway could be taken there? No, I have no personal know
ledge at all. _
921. If this railway is stopped at Casino would there be a feasible plan of getting connected with the 
table lands of New England from Casino ? I do not know the country at all.
922. Tou do not know that the only possible route would be from Casino to Tenterfield, I suppose ? I
am not aware of that. _ _
923. Mr. HumpheryWould a railway from Murwillumbah to Byron Bay serve the district at all unless 
a breakwater were constructed at Byron Bay ? At the present time it would not.
924. Would it not be necessary, in order to give settlers facilities for the conveyance of their produce, to 
construct a railway from the Tweed River to Lismore ? At the present time of course it is wanted.
925. That is the nearest point of the Tweed River ? I cannot say it is the nearest point.
926. According to the surveyed route ? Well, according to that, it is very crooked. _
927. In the absence of a breakwater at Byron Bay, would it not be in the interests of the whole district 
that the railway should be constructed as far as Lismore, instead of stopping at Byron Bay ? Tes, that is 
what I always thought with regard to connecting the Tweed with the Richmond—to have a direct line 
from Lismore to (say) Murwillumbah. It would be much shorter than going via Byron Bay.
928. Chairman.'] How far north of the Richmond have you ever been ? I have not been north of the valley 
of the Richmond.
929. Then you have not been into the big scrub at all ? No. _
930. Then you know nothing of the country between the Richmond and the Tweed River? No.
931. Tou know nothing of the difficulties of connection between Southport and the Tweed River? 
Nothing whatever from personal knowledge.
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APPENDIX.

A.
PkECIS OE PROCEEDINGS RELATING TO THE PROPOSED RAILWAT EE03I GrBAETON TO THE TWEED.

22/10/84. A sum of £1,080,000 for a line of railway from Grafton to the Tweed, via Casino, Lismore, and the Brunswick, 
was voted by Parliament in the Session of 1884. A trial survey of the proposed route, which had been some time in hand, 
was completed about the same time, but the permanent survey does not appear to have been commenced until early in 1886.

. “g-. ,1886. The plan, section, and book of reference of the first section of the line were laid on the Table of the
Legislative Assembly (15/9/86) and were unanimously approved.

In the Legislative Council the proposal, by seventeen votes to seven, was referred to a Select Committee.
. With a view to being prepared with evidence for the Select Committee Inspector Robinson was deputed to visit the 

district and collect information (Jan., 1887). The following particulars are extracted from the Inspector’s report:—
Population of Grafton ................................................. ................................................................ 5 iqO

Ditto located between Grafton and Casino, exclusive of the two towns ....................... 6,850

Area cultivated ......... .
Produce:—

Maize...........................
Barley and Oats .......
Hay ...........................
Sugar .......................

Between Grafton and Casino 
grazing only.

’Electorate of Clarence and Grafton.
......... . 35,531 acres.

..........  787,532 bushels.

........... 3,020 „

........... 140 tons.

..........  3,610 „
(65 miles) the country was found

Produce—continued:—■
Molasses ............................... 2,805 hogsheads.

Live Stock
Horses ..................................  12,016
Cattle ...........   46,317
Sheep .................................. 3,318

to consist of box-tree ridges, fit, for the most part, for

The exports from the Clarence River in 1886 were as under ;—
Maize................
Sugar................
Molasses............
Preserved meats 
Cattle................

431,680 bushels. 
3,610 tons.
2,695 hogsheads. 

20,048 cases.
5,870

Pigs..........
Potatoes .... 
Pine timber
Cedar ........
Hardwood .

2,844
17,327 sacks. 

1,596,975 feet. 
3,465 ,, 

47,865 „
After passing Casino there were 6,200 acres of first-class land, fit for cereals, &c., but owing to the absence of the means 

of transport yery little of it was taken np and settlement was limited. Casino is 2|- miles from the wharf, but the riyer not 
being nayigable to the town the goods have to be hauled thither at a cost of 2s. 6d. Goods for Casino have to he transhipped 
at Coraki and brought to the wharf in droghers. It was stated that if there was a railway from Grafton that mode of 
conveyance would be adopted. The population of Casino was 1,500, and of the country thence to Lismore 1,060. Land 
under cultivation between the two places only 1,020 acres. Lismore had water communication, navigable by small sea-going 
steamers. Population of town, 1,962; of district, between that town and Brunswick village, 519. Land under cultivation, 
1,080 acres. 6 ’

Exports from Eichmond Eiver as under
Maize .................................. 295,200 bushels.
Sugar ................................... 3,800 tons.
Molasses..............................  3,128 hogsheads.

Total area under cultivation in Eichmond Electorate................... 38,026 acres,

Timber of all kinds.................. . 12,086,331 feet.
Cattle..... ................ .................... 892

Produce
Cereals—chiefly maize ... 287,620 bushels.
Sugar ........ i..................... 3,850 tons.
Molasses .......................... 2,806 hogsheads.

Live Stock
Horses ......................    11,010
Cattle .......   138,438
Sheep ..............    1,500

The country between Lismore and the Brunswick Eiver was good scrub land thickly covered with valuable timber.

'Brunsxticlc River to Tweed River,
Population*—Brunswick Eiver ..................................................... ................. 100

Ditto District .......................... ........................................................... 480
The land between the two places was good scrub land heavily covered with valuable timber, but the timber trade was 

almost at a standstill for want of the means of conveyance to the water, there being no roads, and the timber being cleared 
away to within 9 miles of the water. . ■

Nearly the whole of the area under cultivation was confined to the banks of the rivers and creeks, and the only means 
of transit to a port of shipment was by the road. It was not to be expected that a railway would secure any of this river 
traffic, and there could never be much interchange of commodities between the Clarence and Eichmond districts, because the 
products of the two districts were of a similar character. The proposed line would doubtless tend to open up this country 
and induce settlement, biit for a long period the traffic wrould be very small. Judging by the coaches which run from 
Grafton to Casino and Lismore, the passenger traffic would be very light. It was not probable that there would he a traffic 
m live stock, inasmuch as a very small number were shipped by seagoing steamers, people preferring to take the animals by 
road to Newcastle and Sydney. One mixed train a day each wTay would fully meet all the requirements of the traffic for a 
long time to come—giving, the Inspector says, a daily mileage of 330 miles.

In a minute commenting upon the above report, the policy of leaving out that portion of the line which passes through 
country already served by water carriage was mooted. It was not likely that the Casino people would pay the charges by 
railway from Grafton (65 miles) while they had water carriage available at their own doors. The question, the writer says, 
might be considered of leaving but" the portion of the proposed line between Grafton and Lismore and constructing the line 
only from Lismore to the Tweed. It would pass through what is known as the “ Big Scrub,” some of the most fertile land 
in the Colony, while between Casino and Lismore the land was only fit for pastoral purposes. The minute admits that, 
judged by existing population and cultivation, the line from Lismore to the Tweed would not pay working expenses, but a 
large traffic in agricultural produce would be developed and a very extensive trade in timber, and the ultimate prospects of 
the limited line suggested were equal to those of any line in the Colony,

4 4/3/89.—-A letter of this date, addressed by Mr. Surveyor Sharkey to Inspector Eobinson, draws a very unfavourable
- picture^ of the line, and must not be passed over here. Mr. Sharkey states that the traffic on the Main Eoad, Graftcn, to 23-m. 

51-ch. is very small—little wheel traffic, and no heavy or goods traffic of any kind. From 23-m. 51-ch. to Casino the traffic is, 
he says, u much greater,” but adds, “one train per week might pass, but not more,” and I can only explain the apparent 
inconsistency by the not very satisfactory suggestion that Mr. Sharkey intended to say 1£not much greater.” From 
31-m. 20-ch. to Casino there is no heavy or goods traffic of any kind, and the coach from Lawrence to Lismore, via Casino, is 
more frequently empty than not, and without the postal subsidy the traffic would not pay for two coaches a week. From 
Casino to Lismore the passenger traffic by horses and by buggy only is much greater, but, owing to the facilities afforded by 
the river, no goods of any kind are carried. Mr. Sharkey had no knowledge of the country beyond this point. He states 
' 2—P ^ further
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further that from 6-m. to Casino there is very little settlement, and no cultivation except at Deep Creek, and there limited. 
From 6-m. to 55-m. there are, he says, only seven resident settlers within 3 miles of the surveyed line, and one only of them 
depends on the land for a livelihood. Over the whole of this distance there is no land which is fit for anything but grazing 
purposes. On the rich lands of the Clarence Eiver maize, sugar, and pumpkins are grown. Casino, Lismore, and the 
^Brunswick and Tweed produce the same articles. Throughout, the production was in excess of local consumption, and the 
surplus was sent by water to Sydney, Newcastle, and Brisbane. Mr. Sharkey therefore fails to see how any approach to 
payable traffic can be hoped for, as there can be no interchange of commodities between the districts to create a local traffic, 
and, for the conveyance of produce to Sydney and Newcastle, the railway could never compete with the steamers and other 
vessels. All this, Mr. Sharkey says, was freely acknowledged by the residents, who only wanted a railway to the interior to 
give a new market to themselves and access to a port to the population inland. .

21/3/89.—The Clarence Eiver Eailway and Harbour Improvement League forwarded to the Railway Commissioners 
* a printed statement of reasons why lines of railway should be constructed from Grafton to the Tweed, from Inverell to 

Glen Innes, and from Glen Innes to Grafton, with replies to objections. The statistics given in this document will be found 
elsewhere. Tlie arguments, fo far as they refer to the proposed lineffrom Grafton to the Tweed, are—

(1.) That a heavy debt has been incurred for railway construction, and that the people of the districts referred to 
have not participated in the benefits of that expenditure, while they share the responsibility of the debt and 
contribute their quota of the interest thereon ; and

(2.) That the population, and productions and capacity for the increased settlement, and developement entitled them 
^ to the construction of the line already sanctioned by Parliament j and

(3.) Because it is essential to keep our trade within our own border, and if this line be not constructed the trade of 
the northern part of New South Wales will go to Queensland.

Mr. T. Showeller forwarded to the Eailway Commissioners a memo, professing to set forth the conclusions of the 
Prospecting Board on a recent visit to the Clarence District. The capabilities of the district are stated on this document in 
glowing terms, gold, silver, antimony, copper, and zinc being found in payable quantities, and though last not least, coal of fair 
quality. • ' >

The Lismore Eailway Committee also forwarded a statement to the Commissioners in advocacy of the portion this lino 
extending from the Eichmond to the Tweed. From the document the following particulars are extracted.

• District of Casino-Lismore and the Tweed.
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-■ Area of land ......................         3,000,000 acres
_ Area of freehold land........................................................   250,000 „

Area of conditional purchase land......................................................600,000 „
Area still available .........................................   2,150,000 „ ‘

• Increase of population in 10 years.......................................... '... 20,000 '
Produce in 1887 :—

Sugar  .................................................................................... 8,947 tons
Maize...................................................................................... ........ 234,000 bushel

Probably doubled for 1888. .
. Butter..................................... .......................................................... 259,422 1b.

Cheese.............................................. .............................................. 88,431 lb.
. Both of which industries are in their infancy,

Live stock:—r
Horses.......................................   15,268
Cattle............................................................................................. 187,093
Sheep................................................................................................... 1,251
Pigs....................................................................   11,734

The departure of vessels from Eichmond (no returns from Tweed) are :—
Steamer’s...............................................................      203
Sailing vessels...............................................................     137

For tlie purpose of illustrating the progress of the District the Committee direct attention to the fact that Lismore 
which in 1879 was an insignificant village, is now a Municipality with 3,000 inhabit ants, possessing a system of water supply 
and sewerage and gas works, and that town land, which was considered dear at £2 a foot in 1879, is now worth £30. Casino 
and Ballina, writh 2,000 and 1,000 souls respectively, are also Municipalities, while there are twelve important townships and 
numerous villages all directly or indirectly concerned in the matter of Eailway communication. The surveyed line from 
Lismore to the Tweed .would pass for 60 miles through land, the richness of which could not be overestimated, and almost 
every inch of this (not resrrved) had been taken up. The products of the district arc stated by the Committee to be sugar, 
maize, barley, oats, rye, potatoes, lucerne, linseed, jute, tea, coffee, cotton, rice, tapioca, arrowroot, giuger, yams, pumkins, 
squashes, melons, grammas, and tobacco, vegetables of all kinds, and (marvellous to relate) the fruits of temperate, sub-tropical 

.and tropical climates. The extensive forests of the district contain cedar, pine, cudgarec, long jack, rosewood, sycamore, 
beech, teak, white myrtle blue fig, silky oak, sassafras, ironbark, gum, peppermint, turpentine, blackbutt, tallow-wood, blood- 
wood, box, mahogany, &c., &c., and millions of feet of these valuable woods were in the process of clearing, destroyed because 
the difficulty and c?st of carriage were so great. The timber trade of the district was important, and with railway facilities 
would be enormously increased. Among the minerals of the locality was coal, of which numerous outcrop? were known to 
exist. All they asked was the means of turning the resources to ■ practical account. Under fairly liberal treatment their 
district would provide homes for.half a million of people. Nature had lavished her best gifts upon them in soil, climate, 

-timber, and rainfall, and if the Government did its duty by them and the country, then would reap the full benefit of their
• “ splendid inheritance.” * -

23/2/89.—Mr. Whifcton submitted plan, section, and book of reference, with estimates as under:—
• Grafton to Byron Bay. ■ •

Byron Bay to Murwillumbah. • ' ' ■>
(Alternative) Byron Bay to Chinderah.

4/3/89.—The Cabinet approved of the submission of the proposals for the consideration and report of the Eailway 
Commissioners.

• April 27 and 30.—The Clarence Eailway and Harbour Improvement Committee forwarded to the Commissioners
several statements of statistics, viz.:—Exports from the Clarence, population returns, municipal returns, postal returns, school 
returns, maize returns, sugar, area of land, average holding, conditional purchases, &c., but of the several items of 
information, some have little, if any bearing, on the matter at issue, and others are stated in a not very intelligible shape. 
The population of the electorates of Grafton and the Clarence is said to have increased from 14,496 in 1881, to 18,725 in 1889 j 
and of the borough of Grafton from 3,891 in 1881, to 5,000 in 1889. •

The Eailway Commissioners submitted their report, and that document is now before the Committee.
C. A. B., 19/10/89.

Al.
Peoposed deviation, via Mudlembimby, op Railway Geapton to the Tweed. .

20/1/85.—Shortly after a trial survey of a lino from Grafton to the Tweed, ma Brunswick, had been completed, Mr. 
Neil Campbell addressed the Minister in opposition to the surveyed line across the Brunswick, which he represented to be too 
low down, unnecessarily expensive, and not convenient for the population, and recommending a trial survey of a deviation 
from Tragara, via Mullumbimby, to the head navigation middle arm for 3 or 4 miles, then over to the north, and to strike the 
original line there. A railway station would be Wanted on or about Reserve 108a. .

Mr. Whitton promised that on the return of the surveyor to Sydney the plan should be examined with a view to 
determine whether this trial survey should be made. ■

“ 14/3/85.—Mr. John McGregor addressed the Minister, urging the same point, and stating that by far the larger area
of rich agricultural land lay considerably inland, and for several miles along both banks of the river, where also the great 

’ . body



APPENDIX. 3

body of the settlers were located. The general opinion was that there sbonld be a station at the Mulliunbimby Township 
Reserve to accommodate the surrounding residents, and that, the line, therefore, should be taken through Mullumbimby.- 
The surveyed line crossed the river about a mile from the ocean, and had only sand and ti-tree swamps on one side and 
barren ridge on the other. The railway surveyor was of opinion that the line should be taken through Mullumbimby, but 
the way seemed barred by a range of hills. A practicable route, however, had since been found by a resident, who was 
prepared to point it out to any authorized person. The river being much narrower at the proposed deviation than near tlie 
coast tlie cost of bridging would be greatly reduced.

The Minister (Mr. Wright) called for a report on the subject. .
_ July, 1886.—The Brunswick River Association presented a petition to the Minister stating the same facts, and 

urging a survey of the Mullumbimby deviation.
Mr. Secretary Lyne, then Minister, also called for a report.

^ 25/8/86.—Mr. ISfeil Campbell again addressed the Minister, pointing out that the line as surveyed at the Brunswick
River did not, and would not at any future time, meet the wants of the residents, and urging that a trial survey might bo 
made from near Byron Bay, running inland, and crossing the river at Town Reserve 108a (Mullumbimby) at the head of the 
navigable waters of the Brunswick River, and thence to join Mr. Surveyor Gibbs’ line.

This letter also was forwarded for report.
Sept., 1886.—Mr. Ewing, M.P., presented a petition to the Minister from residents on the Brunswick River, setting 

forth the disadvantages of the surveyed route, and praying earnestly for the adoption of the Mullumbimby deviation.
This petition was sent to Mr. Palmer for report, but the papers do not disclose any action.
1/6/87.—Another petition from residents was presented to the Minister by Mr. Ewing, praying that a survey might 

be made of a deviation via Mullumbimby (the same already referred to). The petitioners stated that the surveyed line in 
this part was too near the coast to he of service, and passed through very poor land; that the line they proposed would 
tap a large area of rich and productive land; that it would greatly diminish the cost of bridging; and that three of their 
number were prepared to point out the route to any officer of the Government.

4 Action now was taken. Mr. Surveyor Wilkins was deputed to examine the country, and he reported that, accom
panied by three of the residents, he went over the suggested route; that for the first six miles (to Mullumbimby) it 
presented no umisual difficulty, but from that point the country was so rough and broken that usual gradients could not be 
obtained without exceptionally heavy earthworks. Two spurs of the mountain would have to he tunnelled, and very heavy 
cuttings would be necessary. This adverse report was fatal, and Mr. Ewing was informed accordingly.

1 2/1/88.—^After the lapse of some months, Mr. Neil Campbell again took up the case. He wrote to the Minister, stating 
that, after long and diligent search, they had discovered'a practicable route on which the range could be pierced by a very short 
tunnel, and requesting that a trial survey might be made. He pointed out that the line, as surveyed, would be of no use to the 
people, inasmuch as if they had to cart their produce to near Brunswick Heads (where the station would be), they might just 
as well ship at Brunswick Heads, or cart to Bjron Bay—rin either case avoiding the railway. Again, the bridge required for 
the surveyed line would block the navigation. A railway as surveyed would, in fact, be a curse, and not a benefit to this 
district.

The papers do not disclose any action upon this letter.
1890.—The project has now once more been brought on the tapis by a memorial to the Engineer-in-Chief, and a letter to 

the local officer. They repeat the intimation made by Mr. Neil Campbell in his last communication, that a really practicable 
route has been discovered; and they proceed to represent the advantages of the deviation, but, as these have already been 
stated in this paper, they need not be given here. .

31/1/90.—The question was again referred to Mr. Surveyor Wilkins, who reported that the proposed route as far as 
Mullumbimby w’as the same as that which he reported upon in 1887. Thence it traversed a somewhat rugged country, ou 
the east of Mount Chincogan, the principal spurs of which would be the only obstacle to easy construction. One of these spurs 
would require a tunnel of 150 yards long, but the others could be graded at 1 iu 50 by open cuttings. The deviation swould 
increase the distance by about a mile. Petitioners had stated their case very clearly. Along the proposed deviation were rich 
volcanic land and alluvial fiats, far beyond anything to be found on the original line. The earthworks on the deviation were 
heavier, but this would be compensated for by the saving in bridges. He must recommend a trial survey.

Mr. Eirth is of opinion that a trial survey ought to be made.
Mr. Deane minutes that the line is already permanently staked passing through Brunswick ; and that, to survey this 

deviation, whatever its merits may be, will cause delay. It is, moreover, a serious departure, Mr. Deane points out, from the 
line submitted to the Public Works Committee. At an earlier stage he would have had no hesitation in sanctioning a survey ; 
but, under existing conditions, he would prefer to have Ministerial authority if that step is to be taken.

C. A. B. ‘
. --------- .7/3/90.

• Submitted.—J.B., 11/3/90. Let the survey be made by all means, and at once, and inform Committee.—B.S., 11/3/90. 
Letter sent to Committee.—J.B., 11/3/90. Mr. Deane, B.C.—J.B., 11/3/90. "Very urgent. Mr. Eirth to instruct Mr. 
Wilkins to make the survey.—H.D., 12/3/90. Mr. Firth. Instructions sent in letter 90/97 to Mr. Wilkins to commence a 
trial survey of the proposed route at once.—T.R.F. per G.J.B., 13/3/90. Engineer-in-Chief, 14/3/90.

A 2.
Letteb fbom the Undeb Secbetabt foe Public Woees on the Peoposed Deviation via Mullumbimby.
Sir, Department of Public Works, Sydney, 11 March, 1890.

Referring to the question of the proposed railway from Grafton to the Tweed, which is now under the notice of 
your Committee, I am directed by the Secretary for Public Works to inform you that an application has been received for the 
survey of a short deviation from the original line via Mullumbimby. =

The proposed new route has been examined by the resident officer, and lie reports that the earthworks will be heavier 
and more costly than on the original line, and one mile longer ; but these considerations, he is satisfied, will be fully'compen
sated for by the diminished outlay for bridges. The advantages of the proposed deviation are that it will serve a considerable 
population of farmers, and that it runs through a tract consisting of fine volcanic soil and alluvial flat. The original line at 
this part, on the other hand, is said to have only a barren ridge on one side, and sand and swamp on the other.

The object of the Committee and of the Department being to secure the best line, the Minister has considered it his 
duty to state these facts for the consideration of the Committee, and has given instructions for a survey to be made at once, so 
that no time may be lost in the progress of the Committee’s investigation. ' ’

I have, &e., '
J. BARLING,

The Chairman, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works. * Under Secretary.

, B. *
Minute. Papeb, Ti

Subject :—Grafton to the Tweed Railway.
Department of Public Works, Railway Construction Branch, Sydney, 14 November, 18S9. 

In my evidence last evening I am afraid I scarcely made myself clear as to the structure and objects of the Grafton to the 
Tweed line. •

This railway is of importance as forming part of the proposed North Coast Railway which, starting from Maitland or 
Morpeth, and continuing northward, more or less parallel with the coast terminates near to the northern boundary of the 
Colony. '

The completion of this railway is looked upon as a necessity of the future—the only serious interruption along the 
whole Hue being the Clarence River at Grafton, the bridging of which would be very costly undertaking, but some other 
means of getting the traffic across this barrier could probably be devised.

Apart from its value as a section of the said North Coast Railway, the line under consideration has merits of its own, 
and serves a special purpose in the district through which it runs. Its immediate object is to bring the produce of the district 
to the local ports, from whence it can be shipped to Sydney. The produce of the southern portion of this district would thus 
be conveyed to Grafton; that of the central and northern parts to Lismore; and, in the event of the construction of the break* 
water at Byron Bay, to the harbour thus formed. ...........The-
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The South Grafton to Glen Innes railway, to which reference was made yesterday, would not be of any use in connec 
tion with the line under consideration ; but it might beome of importance when the North Coast line, as a whole, is taken 
into account, i.e., if it proved to be the only practicable route between the table-land and the coast. .

A vote for this line was passed in 1884 at the same time as that for the Grafton to the Tweed railway, and the centre 
line has been permanently staked, but it would be a most undesirable railway to construct : firstly, _ on account of the great 
cost, which may largely exceed the vote (no reliable estimate having at that time been made, as pointed out by the Engineei* 
in-Chief) ; and secondly, on account of the difficulty of working, there being numerous 8-ohain curves and long lengths of 
I in 33 giades along the line. . ^ , ....

Should it be considered necessary to connect the North Coast railway with the New England railway for military or 
other reasons, the best routes to adopt would probably be south of the Clarence, South Grafton to Guyra ; and north of the 
Clarence, Casino to Tenterfield. The former route is now being surveyed. _ t

Between Casino and Tenterfield several trial surveys were run some years ago, but the plans of these lines were lost m 
the Garden Palace fire. Tlie results of the surveys were not very satisfactory, but further exploration of the country might 
prove more successful. ^ .

Acting Engineer-in-Chief.
Xo the Chairman and Members of tho Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works.

C.
Letteb op Instructioks to Surveyors.

Grafton to Tweed River.

■Memo Pepartment of Public Works, Railway Construction Branch,
' Engineer-in.Chiefs Office, Sydney, 6 December, 1889.

I FORWARD herewith, for the information of the Parliamentary Standing Committee, a copy of a letter of instructions, 
dated 28th February, 1888, signed by Mr. Whitton, and addressed to Messrs. Geisow, Lloyd, and Thornbury, surveyors,

H. PEARL.
The Secretary, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works.

Memo.

[l?nclostire.~}

Railway, Grafton to Tweed River.
Department of Public Works, Railway Construction Branch,

■ Engineer-in-Chief’s Office, Sydney, 28 February, 1888. _
With the view of carrying out the determination of the Government that future railways are to be constructed as economi
cally as possible, I wish Messrs. Geisow, Lloyd, and Thornbury to meet and arrange to examine the country at the places 
named below (dividing into sections as convenient), in order to obtain, if possible, a cheaper line. Rough tracings of plan 
and section, at undermentioned places, will be sent. _

Can lower ground be obtained at about— ’
m.
4
8
8

11
18

m. oh. m.
21
23
24 
39

eh. m. 
0 to 22 
0 to 24 

50 to 27 
40 to 40

ch.
50
50
40
50

ch.
35
0 to 8 25 

50 to 10 40 
0 to 12 60
0 to creek at 20 miles 50 chains.

And can line be raised at 27 miles 65 chains.
Can any improvement be made at 31 miles 50 chains, and from 43 miles to 47 miles 40 chains, and tunnel avoided j 

and at 63 miles to 66 miles 40 chains, 67 miles 40 chains to 68 miles 40 chains, 70 miles 20 chains to 70 miles 40 chains, 
new section.

The level of rails in all cases to be above highest known flood level.
Please also report generally if improvements can he effected in any other portion of the line.

Messrs. Geisow, Lord, and Thornbury.
JOHN WHITTON,

[To Evidence of G. J. Saunders, Esq.']

D.
Schedule of lots sold in the village of Cavvanha (at Byron Bay):—Total number of allotments, 66 ; area, 30 acres 3 roods 
4i perches; price realised, £2,072 5s. ; average price per acre, £67 7s. 9d.

Sale at Lismore, 28 July, 1886.

Section. Allot
ment. Area. Upset price. Price realised. Section, j Allot

ment.
Area. Upset price. Price realised.

a. r. P. £ s. d. £ s. d. a. r. P- £ s. d. £ s. d.
44 i 0 2 0 15 0 0 33 0 0 47 1 0 2 0 15 0 0 26 10 0

2 0 2 0 15 0 0 21 0 0 2 0 2 0 15 0 0 16 0 0
0 2 0 15 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 2 0 15 0 0 16 0 0

4 0 2 0 15 0 0 15 0 0 4 0 2 0 15 0 0 15 0 0
5 0 2 0 15 0 0 21 0 0 5 0 2 0 15 0 0 25 0 0
6 0 2 0 15 0 0 16 0 0 6 0 2 0 15 0 0 20 0 0
7 0 2 0 15 0 0 15 10 0 7 0 2 0 15 0 0 16 5 0
8 0 2 0 15 0 0 16 0 0 8 0 2 0 15 0 0 16 10 0
9 0 2 0 15 0 0 20 10 0 9 0 2 0 15 0 0 22 0 0

10 0 2 0 15 0 0 31 10 0 i i 10 0 2 0 15 0 0 46 5 0

5 0 0 150 0 0 204 10 0 5 0 0 150 0 0 219 10 0 '

46 1 0 2 0 15 0 0 36 0 0 49 1 0 o 0 15 0 0 60 0 0
2 0 2 0 15 0 0 20 0 0 2 0 2 0 15 0 0 31 0 0
3 0 2 0 15 0 0 17 0 0 3 0 2 0 15 0 0 15 0 0
4 0 2 0 15 0 0 16 0 0 4 0 2 0 15 0 0 18 10 0
5 0 2 0 15 0 0 23 0 0 5 0 2 0 AO 0 0 30 10 0
6 0 2 0 15 0 0 22 0 0 6 0 2 0 15 0 0 33 0 0
7 0 2 0 15 0 0 16 0 0 7 0 2 0 15 0 0 23 0 0
8 0 2 0 15 0 0 16 0 0 8 0 2 0 15 0 0 23 10 0
9 0 2 0 15 0 0 16 10 0 9 0 2 0 15 0 0 23 5 0

' S> 10 0 2 0 15 0 0 25 10 0 >> 10 0 2 0 15 0 0 52 0 0

5 0 0 150 0 0 208 0 0 5 0 0 150 0 0 309 15 0

Average price per acre realized at above sale, £47 Is. 9d.
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Sale at Lismore, 25 May, 1SS7.

Section. Allot
ment.

Area. Upset price. Price realised. Section. • Allot
ment. Area. Upset price. Price realised.

a. r. P- £ S. d. £ S. d. a. r. P- £ S. d. £ s. d.
15 i 0 2 0 10 0 0 12 0 0 16 i 0 i 14 10 0 0 40 0 0

3 0 2 0 10 0 0 10 0 0 2 0 i 20 10 0 0 40 0 0
5 0 2 0 10 0 0 10 0 0 3 0 2 0 10 0 0 31 10 0
6 0 2 0 10 0 0 18 10 0 4 0 2 0 10 0 0 16 0 0

5 0 2 0 10 0 0 20 0 0
6 0 2 0 10 0 0 10 0 0
7 0 1 20 10 0 0 10 0 0

ti 8 0 0 30| 10 0 0 10 10 0

2 0 0 40 0 0 50 10 0 3 1 4i 80 0 0 178 0 0

Average price per acre realized at above sale, £43 6s. 4d. 

Sale at Lismore, 14 October, 1887.

Section. Allot
ment.

Area. Upset price. Price realised. Section. Allot
ment. Area. Upset price. Price realised.

a. r. P‘ £ s. d. £ S. d. a. r. P- £ s. d. £ s. d.
8 i 0 1 0 12 10 0 212 10 0 IS i 0 2 0 25 0 0 50 0 0

2 0 1 0 12 10 0 160 10 0 2 0 2 0 25 0 0 36 0 0
3 0 1 0 12 10 0 55 0 0 3 0 2 0 25 0 0 32 0 0. >} 4 0 1 0 12 10 0 40 0 0 4 0 2 0 25 0 0 36 0 0
5 0 1 0 12 10 0 65 0 0 5 0 o 0 25 0 0 52 0 0

it 6 0 1 0 12 10 0 66 0 0 6 0 2 0 25 0 0 40 0 0
7 0 2 0 25 0 0 25 0 0

tf 10 0 2 0 25 0 0 32 0 0

1 2 0 75 0 0 599 0 0 4 0 0 200 0 0 303 0 0

Average price per acre realized at above sale, £164.

Summaby of details shown on enclosed Schedules.

In the village of Cavvanha, notified 19th December, 1885
a. r. p.

Area already sold.................................................................... ........................................... ............. 30 3 0
Area reserved ................................................................................................................................... 50 2 38
Area still in the hands of the Crown and,available for future sale ................................................ 154 2 34
Balance, comprising roads, railway, and foreshore of village ....................................................... 263 3 8

Total area of village..........................................   500 0 0

Suburban lands of Cavvanha, notified 19th December, 1885 :—
Area reserved ...................  246 0 0
Balance ...........      1,954 0 0

Total area of suburban lands ........................................................................ 2,200 0 0

Parish of Byron, not including the village or suburban lands of Cavvanha
Land reserved from sale .................................................................................................................. 6,091 3 0
Unalienated land, not reserved........................    340 0 0

Total country lands in hands of the Crown ................................................. 6,431 3 0
Parish of Brunswick, not including the villages of Brunswick and Mullimbimby

Land reserved from, sale............................................................................................................   14,068 2 29
Unalienated land . ..................................................................................   2,049 0 0

Total country lands in hands of the Crown .........................     16,117 2 29

Reserves from sale in the Parish of Brunswick

No. Area. Notified. Purpose, &c.

2
a. r. p.
235 0 0 24 Dec., 1861.................. Village.

8 1 0 15 23 Jan., 1886.................. Police station.
68 28 0 0 1 May, 1886.................. Police paddock.

532 240 0 0 13 Oct., 1879.................. Camping.
777 140 0 0 3 Aug., 1881.................. Camping and water. *
777 1

Exten.) 80 0 0 7 Nov,, 1884.................. 5 > a
796 60 0 0 31 Oct., 1881.................. Water.
866 3 0 0 18 Sept., 1882...... ........... Public buildings.
867 5 0 0 18 ,, ........................ >> >>
868 5 1 8 18 „ ........................ J » J 5

Public recreation.869 26 0 0 18 „ „ ..................
870 1 0 0 18 ,, ................... . 5 » 5 »

Public purposes.
Public pound.

872
873

23 0 0
2 0 0

18 „ „ ..................
18 „ .........................
13 Nov., 1882..................

3 Mar., 1884..................
893
893 )

Exten. (

120 0 0
75 0 0 }- Access to tidal waters.

893 V 
S. exten./ 8 0 0 22 Dee., 1884.................. 1

J '
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Reserves from sale in the parish of Brunswick—continued.

No. Area. Notified. Purpose, &c.

899a
a. r. p.
17 2 0 27 Oct., 1884.................. Ferry purposes.

909 80 0 0 8 Jan., 1883.................. Camping.
955 20 0 0 2 April, 1883.................. Quarry.

1,082 200 0 0 21 Jan., 1884.................. Roadway purposes (5 chains along shore.)
1,083 2 1 24 21 „ ................... . Public purposes.
1,228a 152 0 0 27 Aug., 1884.................. Water, &c.
1,232 3 0 0 17 Nov., 1884.................. Camping.
1,251 155 0 0 10 Dec., 1884 ................. Railway and other public purposes.
1,252 11,500 0 0 10 „ „ .....................

20 Aug., 1887..................
Railway purposes.

3,957 4 0 38 Court-house and police.
4,975 0 1 18 4 Feb., 1888.................. Public buildings.
4,976 10 0 4 „ .........................
4,977 2 1 24 d >> >>
4,978 3 1 30 4 „ „ .................. >» >j

Public recreation.4,979 3 0 32 4 „ .........................
4,980 8 3 0 4 „ „ .................

Proclaimed, 8 Dec., 1888
„ -

7,792 145 0 0 Railway purposes.
7,793 175 0 0

1 June, 1889..................
j » j»

Camping.9,039 70 3 0
9,040 100 0 0 1 „ ........................
9,140 0 1 0 15 „ „ ..................

13 July, 1889..................
School of Arts.

9,286 272 0 0 Railway purposes.
Dedication 100 0 0 20 Dec., 1887.................. Reei’eation.

14,068 2 29 Total area of reserves in the parish.

a. r.
7,028 80 0 0
7,035 100 0 0
7,789 126 3 0

345 0 0
663 0 0
479 0 0

Por. 149 40 0 0
„ 130 46 0 0
„ 203 122 2 0
,, 204 46 3 0

2,049 0 0 Tot

' 7,613 
7,613 
7,338 

Por. 110

Schedule of unalienated land, not reserved, in the parish of Brunswick: 

Proclaimed 18 Aug., 1888 

Proclaimed 8 Dec., 1888

Unmeasured Crown land.

Special area, 7,028, 30s. per acre. 
,, 7,035, 30s. „
„ 7,789, 40s. ,,

Void C.P.
Disallowed C.P.
Measured for special area.

Reserves from sale in the parish of Byron.
a. r. P-

71 6 0 0 17 April, 1886..................
258 1,460 0 0 29 ,, 1872..................
808 61 3 0 9 Jan., 1882 .................

1,053 384 0 0 10 Dec., 1883..................
1,053 )

S. exten. j 580 0 0 28 May, 1884..................
1,082 180 0 0 21 Jan., 1884 .................
1,198 3,100 0 0 25 June, 1884.................
6,929 80 0 0 4 Aug., 1888..................
8,307 40 0 0 9 Feb., 1889..................
8,624 80 0 0 6 M
9,038 10 0 0 1 June, 1889..................
9,041 110 0 0 1 >, J* ..................

6,091 3 0 Total area of reserves in parish

Public school.
Forest.
Public school.
| Pending selection of site for village.

Roadway purposes (5 chains along shore). 
Forest and water.

) i ))

For aboriginals.
Access.
Camping.
Village.

Reserves in village of Cavvanba.

49
a. r. p.
5 2 0 19 Dec.,

50 4 0 0 19 „
51 4 0 0 19 ,,
54 5 2 0 19 „
55 5 2 0 19 ,,
56 5 2 0 19 „
57 5 2 0 19 „
58 5 2 0 19 „
59 5 2 0 19 „

3,957 4 0 38 20 Aug.,

50 2 38 Total area of

1885.. Public buildings. 
Recreation.

Public school. 
Public buildings.

Court-house and police purposes.

Reserves in suburban lands of Cavvanba.
a. r. p-

52 6 0 0
53 240 0 0

246 0 0 Tot

19 Dec., ' 1885., 
19 ,, „ .

Hospital.
Recreation, defence purposes, &c.

a.
43

129
68

100

Total area of reserves in suburbs.

Schedule of unalienated land, not reserved, in the parish of Byron, 
r. p.
0 0 Proclaimed 10 Nov., 1888 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0

Proclaimed 22 Sept., 1888

| Parts of special area 7,613, 40s. per acre.

Special area, 7,338, 30s. per acre. 
Forfeited C.P.

340 0 0 Total area of unalienated land outside reserves.
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[lb Evidence of John See, Esq., M.P.]

E.
Statistical Infobmation. 

ELECTORATES, NORTH COAST, N.S.W.

Population.

- Census, 1861. Census, 1871. Census, 1881. Estimated, June, 1889.

) The
S Clarence.

M??) The
4’87D ^ Clarence-

7,744
6,752
9,266

9,710 ■
7,827

19,207
The Clarence ..............................

5,141 13,760 23,762 36,744

^Cultivation.

81 March, 1861. 31 March, 1871. 31 March, 1881. 31 March, 1889.

'
acres. acres. acres. acres.

Grafton ......................
The Clarence ............

............i

............)
3,454 21,163 IIS!28-470 f 13,392 ) qw 

\ 23,987
The Kichmond........................ 92 7,727 13,792 47,061

3,546 28,890 ' 42,262 84,440

Live Stock.

Grafton .................................. )
The Clarence ......................... (
The Richmond ..........................

31 March, 1861. 31 March, 1871.

Horses. Cattle. Sheep. Pigs. Horses. Cattle. Sheep. • Pigs-

3,483
1,542

62,999
97,596

50,135
14,121

3,294
474

9,534
4,602

81,973
100,075

'25,253
1,377

5,335
2,730

5,025 160,595 64,256 3,768 14,136 182,048 26,630 8,065

Grafton  ..................................... )
The Clarence.............................. \

The Kichmond ..........................

31 March, 1881. 31 March, 1889.

Horses. Cattle. Sheep. Pigs. Horses. Cattle. Sheep. Pigs.

6,534
4,971
9,080

58,208
22,708

142,101

1,585
186

1,308

3,949
3,230
4,808

6,624
6,442

13,309

30,182
14,146

131,341

2,361
1,032
1,777

4,721' ’
3,571
1,199

20,585 223,017 3,079 11,987 26,375 175,669 5,170 9,491

* Area Enclosed, including Land in Cultivation.

31 March, 1861. 31 March, 1871. -31 March, 1881. 31 March, 1889.

acres. acres. acres. acres.
Grafton .................................... )
The Clarence .......................... ^ 65,429 61,457 S 93,571

j 72,857
153,737
105,503

The Richmond............................ 27,689 25,925 190,569 438,798 '

93,118 87,382 356,997 698,038

Population.

Census, 1881. Estimated June, 1889.

Glen Innes 
Inverell ...

6,900 10,624
7,186 9,344 ■

~ 14,086 19,968 .

Glen Innes 
Inverell ...

Cultivation.

31 March, 1881. ‘ 31 March, 1889.

acres. acres.
5,804 8,829
8,531 12,819
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Live Stock.

31 March, 1881. 31 March, 1889. -

Horses. Cattle. Sheep. Pigs. Horses. Cattle. Sheep. Pigs.

6,141
5,671

91,596
36,817

290,685
345,034

2,938
2,916

4,370
5,068

37,711
22,335

237,408
235,226

2,095
2,439

11,812 128,413 635,719 5,854 9,438 60,046 472,634 4,534

Area Enclosed, including Land in Cultivation.

31 March, 1881. 31 March, 1889.

acres. acres.
Glen Innes ................................................................................................... 96,249 263,136
Inverell ............................. .......................................................................... 219,791 299,421

316,040 562,557

El.
\To Evidence of John See, Esq., Jf.P.]

Electorate of
Area.

Population.
Live Stock.

Square Miles. Acres. Horses. Horned Cattle. Sheep. Pigs.

2.165|
8.39|

4,480
3,0824
2,9774
3,8014

1,386,086
537,395

2,867,200
1,972,634
1,905,459
2,433,024

8,169
7,425

20,880
8,906
8,357

11,670

7,674
5,934

12,945
3,323
5,184
5,310

29,898
12,637

119,841
45,416
36,117
46,600

1,867
322

1,224
80,018

346,613
184,100

4,468
3,521

11,734
1,519
3,104
2,270

Electorate of

Land (Freehold). Cultivation.

Number
of

Holdings 
of more 

than
1 acre.

Area
enclosed.

Area un
enclosed.

Total 
area of 

Holdings.

Area
culti
vated.

Wheat. Maize. Sugar Cane. Hay Crops. Pota
toes.

Other
Crops.

Area. Produce. Area. Produce. Area. Produce. Area. Produce Area. Area.

Grafton ..........
The Clarence... 
The Richmond
Tenterfield......
Inverell..........
Glen Innes......

855
859

2,022
451
515
470

acres.
133,419
103,276
475,009

92,914
331,484
198,449

acres.
30,768
5,255

240,689
66,419
50,458
81,646

acres.
164,187
108,531
715,698
159,333
381,942
280,095

acres.
14,675
21,728
42,846
4,812

14,710
10,446

acres.
7
9

1,976
5,640
2,785

bushels.
70

240

36,180
100,639
48,121

acres.
13,069
14,866
9,829
1,509
3,705
1,749

bushels.
588,105
668,970
233,996
34,456
93,540
33,357

acres.
280

5,326
9,475

tons.
3,283

86,911
178,938

acres.
261
105
298
690

2,876
2,679

tons.
510
267
612

1,173
3,703
4,879

acres.
482
314
188
301
220
790

acres.
576

1,108
23,056

336
2,269
2,443

F.
[To Evidence of John See, Esq., ilf.P.]

Statement comparing carriage by rail with preigiit charged by steamers prom Northern Rivers.
Dear Sir, Sydney, 10 February, 1890.

As promised, I send you herewith a comparison of freights charged from the northern rivers to Sydney on 
maize, and the railway rates on grain in trucks of 6 tons. The stations selected are about the same distance from Sydney 
as the different rivers. In every case you will notice the cost by rail is less per ton than by water.

Yours, &c.,
J. Garrard, Esq., M.P., Public Works Committee. ' JOHN SEE, per A.V.

Miles
from

Sydney.
Northern Rivera.

Hates.
Miles
from

Sydney.
Railway Towns.

Rates. Difference Rail 
lower than Steam.

Per
bushel. Per ton. Per

bushel. Per ton. Per
bushel. Per ton.

d. s. d. d. s. d. d. S. d.
141 15 o 140 3i 9 10 1-*- 5 2
179 C'i 17 6 172 34 11 0 If 0 6
212 15 0 210 4 12 8 f 2 4
219 6" 20 0 217 4 12 10 2 7 2
228 6 20 0 227 44 13 2 If 6 10
294 4i 0 300 44 14 6 0 6
328 6“ 20 0 320 4f 14 10 If 5 2
361 7i 25 0 361 15 7 2i 9 5
351 Brunswick.......................... 74 25 0 341 Nevertire .............................. 5 15 4 24 9 8

Rail Rates, based upon truck rates, 6 tons, lowest rate from February to August 
- Wheat, 373 bushels to ton, by rail.

Maize, 40 ,, ,, by sea.
Sydney, February, 1890. [Published
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[Published in Oovernment Gazette No. 658, 13i/i December, 1S89,]

New South Wales Government Railways.

By-law No. 37.
The Railway Commissioners of New South Wales, in pursuance of the powers conferred by the Government Railways Act 
of 1888, do hereby make the following By-law; and all previous rates and regulations conflicting therewith are hereby 
repealed .

Rates for Grain, Flour, Bran, Pollard, Beet-root, Millet Seed, Meal, and Potatoes, on the Up Journey.

Mileage

Up to 10 miles
10 to 15
15 to 20
20 to 25
25 to 30 ) )
30 to 35 J)

35 to 40 ))
40 to 45 ff

45 to 50 ff

50 to 55 f f

55 to 60 ff

60 to 65 f f

65 to 70 } f

70 to 75 ft

75 to 80 f f

80 to 85 ft

85 to 90
90 to 95 f f

95 to 100 f f
100 to 105 
105 to 110 
110 to 115 
115 to 120 
120 to 125 
125 to 130 
130 to 135 
135 to 140 
140 to 145 
145 to 150 
150 to 155 
155 to 160 
160 to 165 
165 to 170 
170 to 175 
175 to ISO 
180 to 185 
185 to 100 
190 to 19q 
195 to 200 
200 to 205

From 1st September to 
31st January.

From
IstFebruary to 
31st August.

Mileage.

From 1st September to 
31st January.

From
1st February to 
31st August.

At per Ton.
At per Ton, 

in 6-ton Truck 
Loads.

At per Ton, 
in 6-ton Lots. At per Ton.

At per Ton, 
in 6-ton Truck 

Loads.
At per Ton, 

in 6-ton Lots.

s. d. S. d. S. d. s. d. s. d. 8. d.
i 6 i 6 i 6 205 to 210 miles........... 15 0 13 10 12 6
i 6 i 6 i 6 210 to 215 ,, .......... 15 3 14 0 12 8
2 1 2 1 2 7 215 to 220 „ .......... 15 6 14 2 12 10
2 7 2 7 2 1 220 to 225 ,, .......... 15 9 14 4 13 0
3 1 3 1 3 1 225 to 230 ,, .......... 16 0 14 6 13 2
3 6 3 7 3 7 230 to 235 „ ......... . 16 3 14 8 13 4
4 0 4 0 4 0 235 to 240 „ .......... 16 6 14 10 13 6
4 5 4 5 4 5 240 to 245 ................. 16 9 15 0 13 7
4 10 4 10 4 10 245 to 250 ,, .......... 17 0 15 2 13 8
5 4 5 3 5 3 250 to 255 ................. 17 3 15 4 13 9
5 10 5 8 5 8 255 to 260 ................. 17 6 15 6 13 10
6 4 6 1 6 1 260 to 265 ................. 17 9 15 8 13 11
6 9 6 6 6 6 265 to 270 „ .......... 18 0 15 10 14 0
7 2 6 11 6 11 270 to 275 ................. 18 2 16 0 14 1
7 7 7 4 7 4 275 to 280 „ .......... 18 4 16 2 14 2
8 0 7 8 7 8 280 to 285 „ ......... 18 6 16 4 14 3
8 4 8 0 8 0 285 to 290 „ .......... 18 8 16 6 14 4
8 8 8 4 8 4 290 to 295 ,, .......... 18 10 17 1 14 5
9 0 8 8 8 6 295 to 300 ................. 19 0 17 2 14 6
9 4 9 0 8 8 300 to 305 „ .......... 19 1 17 3 14 7
9 8 9 4 8 10 305 to 310 ,, .......... 19 2 17 4 14 8

10 0 9 8 9 0 310 to 315 ,, .......... 19 3 17 5 14 9
10 4 10 0 9 2 315 to 320 ,, .......... 19 4 17 6 14 10
10 8 10 3 9 4 320 to 325 „ .......... 19 5 17 7 14 11
11 0 10 6 9 6 325 to 330 ,, .......... 19 6 17 8 15 0
11 3 10 9 9 8 330 to 335 „ .......... 19 7 17 9 ]5 1
11 6 10 9 9 10 335 to 340 ................ 19 8 17 10 15 o
11 9 11 0 9 10 340 to 345 ................. 19 9 17 11 15 3
12 0 11 0 10 0 345 to 350 ,, .......... 19 10 IS 0 15 4
12 3 11 3 10 2 350 to 355 ................. 19 11 18 1 15 5
12 6 11 6 10 4 355 to 360 ,, .......... 20 0 18 2 15 6
12 9 11 9 10 6 SCO to 365 „ .......... 20 1 18 3 15 7
13 0 12 0 10 8 365 to 370 „ .......... 20 2 18 4 15 8
13 3 12 3 11 0 370 to 375 ,, .......... 20 3 18 5 15 9
13 6 12 6 11 3 375 to 380 ................. 20 4 18 6 15 10
13 9 12 9 11 6 380 to 385 ,, ......... 20 5 18 7 15 11
14 0 13 0 11 9 385 to 390 ,, .......... 20 6 18 8 16 0
14 3 13 3 12 0 390 to 395 ,, .......... 20 7 18 9 16 1
14 6 13 6 12 2 395 to 400 ................ 20 8 18 10 16 2
14 9 13 8 12 4

E. M. G. EDDY, Chief Commissioner.
(l.s.) W. M. FEHON, Commissioner.

CHARLES N. J. OLIVER, Commissioner.
The Seal of the Railway Commissioners of New South Wales was hereunto affixed, this 2nd day of December, in the year 

of our Lord 1889, in the presence of,—
Hugh M‘Lachlan,

Confirmed by the Governor-in-Council on the 10th day of December, 1889,—

Alex. C. Budge, Clerk of the Executive Council.

G.2—Gr
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10 APPENDIX.

G.
Railway from G-rafton to the Tweed. 

Book of Reference to Parliamentary Plan.

No. State Names of
on Description of Property. of

Plan. Cultivation. Owners. Lessees. Occupiers

Part 1.
Parish of Gieat Marlow.

i Mary-street ...................................... Crown .....................
2 Allotment........................................ P. Donaldson......... P. Donaldson.
3 House and allotment ...................... W. Frazer . . . Wm. Frazer.
4 Allotment ...................................

Elizabeth McDougall5 House and allotment ......................
6
7
8

Allotment......................................
House and allotment..................... 3 3 .............

33

9 House and allotment..................
10
11
12

»> 3 > ..................... Samuel S*s . . .

M. Tierney ...

Samuel See.
3 3

13 > 3 3 3 .................... 3 3
14 Allotment........................................ E. M. Ryan . . 33
15 33 • ............

House and allotment..................
P. R. Donaldson .

16 J. Meillon ............ Wm. Carson.
17
18 
19

Allotment........................................
House and allotment .................
Alice-street ............

J. Carson .
Wm. Kinnear . . 
Crown .

J. Carson.
Wm. Kinnear.

20
21

House and allotment . .
3 3 3 3

Alumny Creeek................... .

Wm. Kinnear . .
J. Meillon

Wm. Kinnear.
J. Meillon.

22
23 Allotment ... ... C. Duggan .. C. Duggan.
24
25 
23

Fitzroy-street . ....

Allotment . . .

S. McNaughton 
Crown
S. McNaughton

S. McNaughton.

S. McNaughton.
27

Turf-street ........... . .23 Crown . .

29 House and allotment .. .... P. L. Frazer P. L. Fiazer.
30 33 3« • •

J. McAlpin . . . Mackie & Donaldson31 33 33 ....

Allotment.................................32 P. L Frazer . . F. Lawrence.
33

House and allotment ...................

—. Mackenzie. . A. Murray.
34 A. Muiray 3 3

Samuel Avery.35 3 3 3 3 • • •
Maud street....................................................................

Samuel Avery
36 Crown .

37
38

Allotment ................ .

Irene-street .
3 3 ■

39 House and allotment..........................................

40 Allotment . .......................................................

41
42

House and allotment..................................

Allotment .. ..........................................

Samuel Avery . 

Aichd. Murray
Samuel Avery. 
Archd. Murray.

43 33

44 33
Harry Smith.45 Harry Smith . . .

46 Crown . .. .

47 Pound-street....................................................................

48 Bruce-strcet ..................................................................

J. McFadden .

. * .

49
50

Allotment . . .. J. McFadden.

51
52 33 33 •‘ * * •

Allotment...................................................................................

Mrs M. Seabright Mrs. M. Seabright.
53 Wm. James Wm. James.
54 ................................

On Sing.55 J. Mosely . ...
56 Cranworth-street................ .. Crown .............
57 Allotment .................................... Chas. Page . ... H. Fisher.
58 House and allotment ....... .. 3 3

59 Allotment . ...........................
Jacob Bateman . . . Jacob Bateman.60 House and allotment .............................................

61 Bacon street . ........................................... Crown ..

62 House and allotment....................................... W m. James . Wm. James.
63 3 3 3 3 .....................................

Milton-street ..........................................................

Rosina Knegar . . Rosina Knegar.
64 Crown . .

65 Allotment . . .... Wm. James . . Wm James.
66 House and allotment . . . Johanna Fink . . Johanna Fink.
67 Allotment .. ............................................. Jacob Bollard .. Jacob BoilaiJ.
68 3 3 •

L Jacobs .
John Bollard .
John Smidt .

3 3 %
69
70
71
72

33 * * ..... ...
House and allotment
Allotment .............

3 »
John Bollard.
John Geary.

John Smidt.73
74 House and allotment.................... 33

Crown . .
33

75 Ohver-street .... ..
76 House and allotment . ... C. Jackson . . Wm. Ciouch.
77 Allotment .... . .. 3 3

78 House and allotment..................... 33 ... 33

79
80

Howe street..................................
Allotment .................

Ciown ...............
L. McIntyre . J. Starkey. J. Starkey.

81
82

House and allotment . . . Joseph Barnier
Alfred Banner

Joseph Bainier. 
Allied Barnioi.
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.APPENDIX. 11

No.
. on 
Plan. Dcsciiption of Property.

State
of

Cultivation.

Names of

Owners. Lessees. Occupiers.

Parish of Great MzlvIow—continued.
83 Fry-street ................; .....................
Si House and allotment ................ Jacob Kemprich.85 Orara-street ............;.......................
S3 Allotment ........................................
87 House and allotment- ................... Geo. Crispin.
SS Dobie-street ................................
89 House and allotment ;.............. John McDonald.
90 ■ .. .
91 r- ' i ‘ ’ ” •
92 -North-street ............:.....................
93 Block ....................... :..................... Allan McLean.
04
95 >> .......... )>
96 Carr-street............... ;........... ;.......... 5 )
97 House and land........:....................... Allan McLean.98
99 Grass-street ....................... ;.......... ?> ..........

100 Grazing land .................................... Con. Duggan.
101 Sale-street.....................................
102 Grazing land and house ..................
103 Block ....................... i........ .. . Nicholas Barniei
104 Barker-street........... ...........  ..........
105 House and land............... i................ Wm. Bulltitude.
106 ‘ * ’
107 Drake-street ............!................... >>
108 Grazing land............................... John Taylor.
109 Broad-street .............................. ... Crown ......................
110 Grazing land ...................................
111 House and land......... . Donald Prendable.112 Pine-street......... ...........................
113 Cultivation paddock ..................
114 t Fallon ..................
115 Grazing land ................................ Walker.............
116 House and land.............................. Robt. Sanderson. «
117 Cultivation paddock ......................
118 House and land................................
119 Paddock.............. ............................. 3 3 Robert Fuller.120 33 .
121 Farm .......... ........... 3 3
122 Grazing land............................. 3 3 Thos. Hadfield.123 Paddock................... . ........ n .
124 Block .......... ........................ . . Geo. Foote.125
126 Fred. Doberer..........

) >
Fred. Doberer.

127 Solferino Road ...........................
128 Paddock .......................................... Louis Stublert.129
130 ” . n
131 • James O’Keefe.132 Road ....................................
133 Paddock............................................ Henry Smith.134 j '
135 Allotment ........................ .............. 55 33
ISO
137
138 Eoad ........................ ..............
139 Allotment ..............................
140
141
142 Road ....................................
143 Allotment ........................................
144 j
145 j
146
147 f
148
149 t ' . . . - . .. .
150
151 Road .......... ............................
152 Allotment ................... ..................
153 . . .. .
154
155 T ■
156 .. .
157 ■ • •
158 • -
159 •
160 Road ........................................ ,
161 Allotment ................................
102 Louis Claus.163
164 33 5 i
165 Erad ............................................ J J
166 Block ..................................... A. J. R. Noud " A. J. R. Noud.
167 Water reserve No. 40i .. ;..... Crown .............
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13 APPENDIX.

No.
on

Plan.
Dwcription of Propertj'.

State
of

Cultivation.

Names of

Owners. Lessees. Occupiers.

Parish of Clifden.
168 Road to Richmond ..........................
169 Farm .................................................
170 Grazing land ......................................
171
172 Farm ................................................. Duncan Anderson.
173 Creek .................................................
174 Farm ................................................. Duncan Anderson ... Duncan Anderson.
175
176 M. J. Rodenback.
177
178 Road .................................................
179 Farm ................................................. C. Duggan.
180 Grazing land......................................
181 Bush land ........................................
182 Forest reserve, 353 ..........................
183 Bush land ..........................................
184 Four-post Creek .............................. n
185 Bush land ..........................................

Parish of Stewart.
186 Bush land .......................................... W. A. Zuill.........
187 „ ..........................................
188 Four-post Creek ..............................
189 Bush land ........................................ VV. A. Zuill .
190 ......................................................
191 .....................................................
192 ;; ........................................ 1 }
193 „ .............................................. 11
194 Farm ................................................. J. Zuill......................

W. A. Zuill.

W. A. Zuill.

J. Zuill.

1
o
3
4
5
6
7
8 
9

10
11
12
13

Part No. 2.

Parish of Banyalba.
Bush land ........................................
Casino Road ......................................
Soudan Creek ..................................
Bush land ........................................
Casino Road ...................................... 1 ‘
Bush laud .......................................... 1 i
Road ...................................... ......... 1 J
Bush land ..........................................
Portion .................................... ........ 1 J
Casino Road ...................................... 1 ‘
Bush land .......................................... ^ .
Casino Road .....................................
Bush land ........................................

14
15

16
17
18
19
20 
21 
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

Parish of Myall.
Casino Road ......................................j ............... i Crown .........
Bush land .......................................... .............. .........

Parish of Camira.
Freehold.............................................
Casino Road ......................................
Freehold ... ........................................
Road .................................................
Freehold.............................................

Water Reserve 1062..........................
Creek ................................................
Freehold.............................................
Village Reserve..................................
Freehold.............................................

Parish of Whipore.

Casino Road ...................................... 11
Casino Road ...................................... n

Camping Reserve 460 ......................

Bush land .......................................... Crown ......................

E Vickery.

A. Oliver.

(leo. Olive. 
J. Olive.

Geo. Olive.

Geo. Olive.

E. Vickery.

Part No. 3.

i Bush land .............. ..........................
2
3 Bush land ..........................................
4 Casino Road ......................................
5 Bush land ..........................................
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No.
On

Plan
Description of Property. State of 

cultivation.
Names of

Ovners. Lessees. Occupiers.

Pa “ish of Myrtle.
G
7
8
9

10
11 J 3
12
13
14
15
16
17 Village Reserve 74a..........................

Parish of Mandabah.
18
19
20 }>
21

Parish of Coombell.
22
23
24 11
25
26
27

Parish of Richmond.
28
29
30
31
32
33 11
34 11
35
36
37 11
38
39
40
41
42 }>
43
44
45 W. Weary ............... W. Weary.
46
47
48
49 W. & F. Fanning ... W. & F. Fanning.
50
51
52 W. & F. Fanning.
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60

South Casino.
61
62 John Grey.
63
64

Part No. 4.

County of Richmond, parish of South Casino.
1
2 Crown ...................... ...................... .....................

County of Rous, parish of North Casino.
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
H
12
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No.
on

Plan.
Description of Property. State of 

cultivation.
Owners.

Names of

Lessees. Occupiers.

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21
22
23
24

25
26
27
28
29
30

31
32
33

34

35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49

Comity of Rous, parish of North Casino—continued.
Water Reserve 2,685 ...................... Crown .....................

County of Rous, parish of Tomki.

..........................................i ...............

Lismore Road .................................. J ............... Crown ......................

County of Rous, parish of North Casino.

5>

Road ................................................. 1 ...............
County of Rous, parish of Tomki.

R. B. Dawson..........

)> ..........
County of Rous, parish of North Casino.

I Bush land ......................................... | ............... I R. B. Dawson...........)
County of Rous, parish of Tomki.

Bush land ......................................... R. L. Dawson..... .

J >
1 >

55

A. Armstrong, jun....

T. Armstrong..........

Bungabbee Creek.............................. Crown ......................

County of Rous, parish of Bungabbee.
50
51 

. 52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60 
61 
62
63 
63s
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74

Thomas Armstrong ..

T. C. West.............

T. C. West..............

Creek ................................ ....... ........ Crown ...................... .....................

County of Rous, parish of South Lismore.
Bush laud .......................................... {Sarah Campbell ......
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APPENDIX. 15

No.
on

Plan.
Description of Property.

State
of

Cultivation.

Names of

Owners. Lesees. Occupiers.

County of Rous, Parish of South Lismore—continued.
84 Water Reserve No. 113.................: ........
85 Bush land ....................................... William Webster ...

99 • • •86 „ .'......................................;
87 Road ......... '......................................;

'88 Bush land .........................................
89 ....................................................
90 Road to Lismore .......... ...................
91 Bush land .......................................... William Webster ...

9 9 • • •92 ,, ..........................................
93 Road .......................................... . . ..
94 Bush land ........................................ Frederick Schroder...

99 • • •95 „ ..........................................
96 Road ......... ........................................
97 Paddock............................................. Margaret Curtain ...

99 • • *

99 •• •

98 House and Paddock..........................
99 Bush land .........................................

100 „ .......................................
101 Road .................................................
102 Lismore Road .................................
103 Bush land .......................................... Sebastian Garrard ...

9 9 • • •

9 9 • • ■

99 • • ■

9 9 • • •

104 ,, ........................................
105 „ .7.........................;............
106 ....................................................
107 „ ..........................................
108 Road .................................................
108 Bush land .........................................
110 „ ..........................................
Ill .................................................... Charles White, jun...
112 „ .,.......................................
113 Road .................................................
114 Bush land ..... .................................... Charles White, sen...

9 9 • • •115 House and Paddock..........................
116 Ley cester Creek ..............................
117 Paddock.............................................
118 „ .............................................
119 „ ............................................. } 1
120 „ ............................................ 1 1
121 Vacant land ......................................
122 Road .................................................
123 Suburban block..................................
124 Lane ................... ;............................
125 Suburban block and buildings ...... J J
126 Road ...................................T............
127 Suburban block..................................
128 „ ..................................
129 Road ................................................. Crown ...................... .......................

T. Golding.
— Griffiths.

Thomas Golding.

15 
15a 
15b
16 
16a
17 
17a
18
19
20 
21 
22
23 
23a
24
25
26 
26a
27
28
29
30 
30a
31
32
33
34 
34a
35
36
37
38
39
40 
40a
41

Part No. 5.

County of Rous, parish of North Lismore.
Bush land ..............
Road ......................
Vacant land ............
Road ......................
Suburban land ......
Paddock ..................
Suburban allotment
Road .......................
Bush land ..............
House and paddock
Bush land..............

)> .............
Road .......................
Bush land ...............

9 5 .............................

59 ............
Road ......................
Bush land ..............
House and paddock
Road ......................
Bush land ..............
Road ......................
Bush land ..............

99 .............................
Road ......................
Bush land ..............

>9 .............................

99
Road '.....

99 ...........
Paddock..
Road .....
Bush land

99

A. McKellar ..........
Crown ......................
John Anschan..........
Crown ......................
William Strong ......
Jacob Flick.............
William Strong ......
Crown ......................
John McKenzie ......
Robert McKenzie ...
A. Curry..................
John Cusack ..........
Crown ......................
John Cusack ..........
James McKenzie......
Owen Bowlin ..........
Edward Murphy......
Crown ..... •................
James Greenhalgh ...

99 • ••
Crown ......................
James Geraghty......
Crown ......................
M. A. Walpole ......
James Beale..............
Crown ......................
William Ccwley......

99 .............
Peter English..........
John Taylor..............
Crown ......................

9 9 .............................................
G. Clansey ..............
Crown ......................
G. Clansey ..............
T. English ..............

Daniel DufFey.
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No.
on

Plan.
Description of Property. State

of
Cultivation.

Naraes of -

Owners. Lessees. Occupiers.

County of Rous, parish of Bexhill.
42 Eoad .................................................
42a Bush land ......................................... ■ •
43 Cooper’s Creek..................................
44 Suburban lots ..................................
45 Road ................................................ i
45a Suburban block.................................. }
46 n
47 Road .................................................
48 Suburban block..................................
49 Road .................................................
50 Suburban block................................. ,}
51 Road .................................................
52 Suburban block..................................
53 Road .................................................
53a Town lot............................................. John Withers.
54
54a Lane .................................................
55 Road .................................................
56 Town lots .........................................
56a Street ................................................. }>
57 Street.................. .............................. ,}
57a Town lot............................................. 1 *
58 3 3
58a Street .................................................

County of Rous, parish of Lismore
59 Town lot............................................. •
60 Street .................................................
60a Police paddock.................................. n
61 Bush land .........................................
61a
01b Road to Coooer’s Creek ..................
62 Bush land ..........................................
63 Brunswick Road ..............................
63a Bush land ..........................................
64 Road .................................................
65 Bush land ..........................................
66 Road .................................................
67 Bush land ........................................
68
69
70 Road .................................................
70a Bush land ..........................................
71 Road .................................................
71a Bush land .........................................
71b Road .................................................
71c Bush land .......................................... W. Walmsley.........
718 Road .................................................
71e Bush land ..........................................

County of 1 lous, parish of Bexhill.
72 ] Wilson’s Creek..................................| ............... | Crown ...................... |

County of Eons, parish of Lismore.
73
73a
74 Road .................................................
75 Bush land ..........................................

ington.
76 Road ...... ..........................................
77 Bush land .........................................
78
79
79a
80
81 Road .................................................
82 Bush land ..........................................
83 Pearce's Creek ..................................

County of Rous, parish of Teven.
84 Reserve 676 .....................................
85 Bush land ..........................................
86
87
88 Road .................................................
89 Bush land ..........................................
90 Road .............................................  ..
91 Bush land ............................... ..........
91a
92 Road ................................................
93 Bush land .........................................
93a
94 Road .................................................
95 Bush land ..........................................
96 Road .................................................
97 Bush land ............. ..........................
98 Road .................................................

jLimuuxiy ..........

99 Bush land .........................................
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No.
on

Plan,
Description of Property, State of 

Cultivation.
Names of

Owners. Lessees.

County of Rous, parish of Byron.
100 Byron Creek .....................................
101 Bush land ..........................................
102 Road .............................................. .
103 ' Bush land ..........................................
104 ' Road .................................................
105 Bush land .........................................
106 Road .................................................
107 Bush land ..........................................
108 Road ................................................. * -
109 ' Bush land .........................................
110 Road .................................................
111 Bush land ..........................................
112 Road .................................................
113 Bush land ..........................................
114 Road .................................................
115 Bush land ..........................................
116 Road .................................................
117 ' Bush land .........................................
118
119 'Paddock....'.................;.................... ; M . . ....... ....
120 4 * ...
121 Paddock and homestead..................
122 Creek ............... ..............................
123 Bush land .'........................................
124 Road ...... '.........................................
125 Bush land ..........................................
126 ' Road ........ ’........................................
127 ' Bush land .............. ..;.................... :. James Beveridge..,...

• ...
128 ’ Creek (Tinber-box Crtek) ............:.
129 ’ Bush land ................. ........................
130 ' Road .................................................
131 Bush land ....................................... :.
132 ' Road ............. ..................................
133 Bush land ....................................... ;.
134 ' Road .................................................
135 Bush land .........'................................
136 "Road ........ 1................'.......................
137 ’ Bush land .........................................
138 ‘Road ....................... ;.......................
139 ' Bush land .........................................
140 F. V. Wnreham
141
142 Village Reserve, “Cavvanba” ......
143 Railway reserve ..............................
144 Road ................................................. J;
145 Railway reser ve ............................ } J
146 ■ Road ................................................
147 Railway reserve ........................
148 * Road ...... ................. .......................
149 Byron Bav Jettv ..........................

Pabt No. 6. ’
- . Parish of Byron Bay. .

1 1 Railway Re'serve .......’................... .
2 Buttler-street.......... ,7.................... .
3 Town Lot ................. ‘.................... .
4 Byron-street ......................................
5 Town Lot ........................................
6 Shirley-street.....................................
7 ■ Town Lot ................. ...................... ..
8 • Wordsworth-street ....................... .
9 - Town Lot ...................................... .

10 Lane ...... ..........................................
11 Town Lot ..........................................
12 Bay-street .........................................
13 Town Lot .........................................
14 Milton-street.....................................
15 • Town Lot *....................... i............
16 Dryden-street ............................. .
17 Town Lot ........................................
18 Kendall-street ..............................
19 Suburban Block......... ........................
20 Road ...... .........................................
21 , ,

22 • • Suburban Block.................................
23 ■Bush land,................ *.................... .
24 Suburban Block...... ............... ........... ....

25 Road ................................................
26 Suburban Block.................................
27 Belongil Creek ;.............................. ,
28 Bushland ..................................... . *
29
30 Reserve 1,053.................................... '
31 Forest and Water Reserve 1,198 ...
32 Bush land ..........................................
33 Road .................................. ‘
34 'Bush land '................;................  ■

______

Occupiers.

2—H
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No.
-on
Plan.

Description of Property. State of 
Cultivation.

Owners.

Names of

Lessees. Occupiers.

Parish of Brunswick.
Angus M‘Swan ......
Crown ......................

Peter Nelson ..........
43 ■ . ;........................................
44 ........................... ;.......................
45 ...............................
46 ■ ........ ;.......................
47 • .. ........................................ F. R. .Allen.............
4ft . ..........................................

11

53 ................................................. :.
54 . .......’.......................

63 .. :......................................

66 ..................................................

69 ....................... ............................

73 Temporary Common.......................... JJ .............................................

74
75
76
77
78
79
80 
81 
82
83
84 
So 
86

Parish of Billinudgel.

' ^
"

Reserve .............................................. JJ .............................................

87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99 

100 
101 
102 
103

Crabbe's Creek ...
Bush land ...........
Reserve 812. ......
Road ...... ...........
Bush land ...........

........
Road ..................
Bush land ..........
Burringbar Creek
Bush land ..........
Road ..................
Bush ..................
Bush land ..........
Road ..................
Bush land ,.........

it .........

Reserve 62.........

Parish of Moball.
. Crown ......................
. Robt. Campbell Ewing
. Crown ......................
• »» .......... .
, R. Campbell Ewing..
, B. R. Nelson ...........
, Crown ......................
. B. R. Nelson ..........
. Crown ......................

Crown

John Ewing 
William Robinson ... 
Crown ...................... .

Parish of Mullum.
104 Bush land .............
105 ........................
106 Forest Reserve 250 Crown

107 i Bush land
Parish of Moball.

, i James W. Bowen ...
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No
on

Plan
Description of Property. State of 

Cultrvaticn.
Names of

Owners. Lessees Occupier.

Parish of Dunbible.
108 Bush land ........................................
109 Wm. Kelleher ..
110 Eoad ................................................ Crown ..............
111 Bush land ........................................
112 5> ............. ....................... Joseph Stoker... .
113 Eoad ................................................ Crown .
114 Bush land................. Charles Cox
115 Road . ...................... Crown . ...
116 Bush land ............ . . . Frank Nixon
117

Dunbible Creek...........................
Wm. Eichards

118 Crown ..............
119 Bush land ........................................ John Eichards .
120 Eoad ................................................ Crown ...............
121 Bush land......... .......................... John Eichaids
122 „ ....................................... }> • •
123 ,, .................. ................ ,, .. .
124 ..........................*........... „ ■ •

Parish of Condong.
125 Bush land .........................................
126
127 )» ..............................*...... *» • •
128
129
130 Eoad ...................................... Crown ...... .
131 Bush land .......................
132
133
134
135 D. McMillan
136
137 Eoad ...............................................
138
139 Eoad ............................................... Crown ...
140 Bush land ........................................ W. A. Black .
141
142
143 Eoad ................................................ Crown , . .
144 ....
145 Bush land................................... G-. Evans .. . '
146 }J ................... ......... 13 ...

Doughty .147 Paddock ..................................
148 1f ............................................
149 Bush land ........................................ A. S. Mayeis ... .
150 Paddock ........................................... 33 •
151 Road ............................................... Crown . .
152 Bush land ...................................... James Ford . .

H. DEANE.

PABLIAMENTARY
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

RAILWAY FROM GRAFTON TO THE TWEED.

REPOET.

I. The Sectional Committee appointed on the 14th November, 1889, to inspect and 
take evidence in reference to the proposed railway from Grafton to the Tweed, 
left Sydney on Monday, 18 November, and proceeded to Brisbane, where they 
commenced their duties by waiting upon the Bail way Commissioners of Queensland, 
and obtaining from them as much information as was available of their intentions 
with regard to the extension of their railway system to the New South Wales border, 
with a view to securing trade for Brisbane from the north coast districts of New 
South Wales. The Committee left Brisbane the day after reaching there, and 
proceeded to the Tweed Kiver Heads, where steps were at once taken for the 
examination of witnesses, the first meeting of the Committee being held at the 
Tweed Heads in the evening of the day of their arrival, Thursday, 21 November. 
At that meeting they examined five witnesses, including the local pilot (Mr. William 
Macgregor) and the Sub-Collector of Customs (Mr. Edward Osier). On the 22nd 
eighteen witnesses were examined at Murwillumbah, among whom were Mr. C. O. 
Burge (District Railway Engineer), Mr. O. G. Morton (Road Superintendent), 
Mr. E. A. Barrington (Acting Clerk of Petty Sessions and Land Agent), and a bank 
manager, storekeepers, farmers, journalists, and others resident in that district.

. _ 2. On Saturday, November 23, while en route to Byron Bay, Mr. G. Wilkins,
railway surveyor, was examined at Burringbar; and the evidence of three witnesses, 
including Mr. James Anderson, a licensed surveyor, was taken at the Brunswick. 
M Byron Bay eight witnesses, all farmers or selectors resident in the vicinity, were 
examined. The Sectional Committee, on Monday, 25 November, proceeded to 
Lismore, passing through Eureka and Clunes, and taking evidence from local 
residents at each place. Lismore was reached in the evening, and one witness, Mr. 
Alexander Meston, sugar planter and manufacturer, was examined. On the following 
day eighteen witnesses were examined, among whom were Mr. C. H. Gale, Land 
Agent; Mr. W. G. Walker, District Surveyor; Mr. G. W. West, Inspector of 
Conditional Purchases ; Mr. E. M‘C. Allman, Road Superintendent; the Very Rev.
J. J. Doyle, D.D., Roman Catholic Bishop of Grafton; Mr. T. C. Lodge, bank 
manager; and storekeepers, farmers, and selectors in the surrounding district. 
On Wednesday, the 27th November, your Committee proceeded down the Richmond 
River to Ballina, and returned to Lismore via Alstonville. On the 28th your Oom- 
mitttee proceeded to Casino where eleven witnesses were examined, among whom 
were Mr. Richard Barling, licensed surveyor; and storekeepers, farmers, journalists, 
and other business men of the locality. At Myrtle Creek, on November 28, evidence 
was taken from three witnesses, and on the following day two witnesses were 
examined at Lawrence. The Sectional Committee arrived at Grafton on Saturday, 
November 30, at which place they examined twelve witnesses, among whom were 
Mr. P. R. Donaldson, District Surveyor; Mr. G. H. Gibson, Land Agent; Mr. John 
Gumming, railway engineer; Mr. Samuel See, Mayor of Grafton; Mr. H. V. 
Haynes, licensed surveyor ; and local farmers, selectors, and tradespeople.
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3. At the Tweed River Heads Mr. William Macgregor, pilot, was examined, 
and Avas of opinion that the entrance to the river might he improved, hut at certain 
phases of the Aveather Aressels would still he unable to cross the bar. The produce 
of the district, as a rule, found its way to Sydney. Mr. E. Osier, Sub-Collector of 
Customs, gave particulars of the quantity of produce sent away from the Tweed 
River. The exports in 1887 amounted to the value of £74,153 ; in 1889 the exports 
for ten months amounted to £50,632. Vessels were frequently bar-bound there—; 
sometimes for four or five weeks. Mr. William Charles, a selector at Terranora, 
Avho had formerly lived in IllaAvarra, described the land on the Tweed as much 
superior to that of Illawarra, and the district would support a far larger population. 
He could not grow corn profitably, because it could not be got away to market with 
the present condition of the bar. He stated that it was a fact that people had 
actually been starved out of the district through the want of means of communication, 
although the land was so rich that 40 acres would support a family. If a railway 
were made, settlement would follow along the line of route, and the river and creeks 
would act as feeders to the railway. What the farmers wanted was a sure and 
certain means of access to market. Mr. Henry Eden, a selector near Murwillumbah, 
thought improvements to the river would he preferable to a mil way, because the 
bulk of the settlement was located near to navigable water. Mr. John Marks, 
grazier, about 15 miles above Murwillumbah, was also of opinion that the district 

• would be better served by a satisfactory improvement of the river than by a railway ; 
at the same time he admitted that certain parts of the district Avould be benefited 
by the railway. He thought the route, as surveyed, would tap as large an area of 
good land as it was possible to obtain. The evidence of Mr. C. O. Burge, District 
Engineer, was of a technical nature. He thought the ruling gradient of the 
proposed coast line, Cudgen, would be 1 in 60, but that was only an estimate. The 
grade on the inland or Murwillumbah line, he anticipated, would be? more seArere, 
and would be more expensive. Mr. O. G-. Morton, Road Superintendent, stated 
that he knew both the routes proposed. The land Avas better on the inland than 
on the coast line. The people in that district had little or no means of getting 
their produce to market at a profit, and there was no encouragement for them 
to develop the land. Mr. E. A. Barrington, Acting Clerk of Petty Sessions and 
Land Agent, stated that up to the 14th NoArember, 1889, there were ninety-eight 
conditional purchases taken up in the district, as against eighty-three in 1888, and 
forty-six in 1887. Mr. E. A. Halliday, Manager of the A.J.S. Bank, Murwillumbah, 
said the land on the Tweed River was as good as that on the Clarence, and it had 
struck him as wonderful that there was so little cultivation on the river. Upon 
making inquiries he found it was due to the fact that the people had no facilities 
for getting their produce away. Mr. A. Easthauffe, storekeeper at Murwillumbah, 
also stated that the reason Avhy maize Avas not groAvn in the district Avas the difficulty 
of getting it to market. Maize Avould be the staple product of the district, after 
Avhich came sugar, and after that they would go in for dairying. The soil would 
grow anything they put into it. He Avas of opinion that the proposed railway would 
be the best and most certain means of opening up the district, especially if Byron 
Bay were made a suitable and safe harbour. The CA'idence of Mr. J. Buchanan, 
farmer, in South Murwillumbah, was to the same effect. Ho considered the land 
on the Tweed to be capable of growing anything. He believed that the proposed 
railway would give Die people the necessary relief, and if they were able to ship their 
produce at Byron Bay it Avould be the making of the district. Mr. E. H. Johnston, 
licensed surveyor, stated that he has a selection of 560 acres about 4 miles from 
Murwillumbah, but only grew sufficient maize and fruit for his own requirements. 
He believed he could get his surplus produce to market if the railway were con
structed. Mr. W. R. Baker, proprietor of the Tioeed and Brunswick Advocate, said 
that when he came to the district he was “ dumbfounded” at the want of facilities for 
getting produce away. On account of the expense, he had discarded the idea of keep
ing the river open as the highway for the district, but a railway either to Byron Bay 
or to the Richmond would best serve the district. Within his knowledge farmers had 
given up cultivating the land simply because they had no market for their produce. 
The statement of Mr. Gavin Pettigrew, a farmer between Tumbulgum and Cudgen, was 
to the effect that he was in a worse position for getting bananas to market than they 
were in Eiji. Mr. Charles Anthony Brady, a settler on the Tweed for about sixteen 
years, had known people there for seven months at a time to be without communi
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cation with the outside world. He had cultivated silk, coffee, and tobacco, and the 
district was eminently suited for the growth of grapes and oranges. Mr. William 
Kelly, hotelkeeper at Murwillumbah, stated that he was growing maize for three or 
four years, until he was completely ruined from want of a market. He thought the 
district was decidedly entitled to the railway. Mr. Richard Dodd, butcher, Cudgen, 
advocated the coast line on account of its being cheaper. Mr. Henry Clarke, selector, 
thought the market for the .district was Brisbane, and that it would be foolish to make 
the railway. Mr. J. M‘Connor, overseer of a sugar-plantation, and Mr. W. It. Isaacs, 
manager of the Colonial Sugar Refining Company, gave evidence with respect to 
the production of sugar on the Tweed. Mr. Isaacs was in favour of the line via 
Murwillumbah. Mr. W. Wardrop and Mr. J. Black, both expressed themselves in 
favour of opening up the river, so that it would be a feeder to the railwav. Technical 
evidence respecting the surveys was given by Mr. C. H. Caswell and Mr. G. Wilkins, 
railway surveyors.

4. At the Brunswick River, Mr. J.M'Gregor, farmer, expressed his opinion 
that the future development of the district would warrant the proposed expenditure 
on the railway. Mr. J. Anderson, licensed surveyor, spoke of the good quality 
of the land through which the line passes. He thought the most available route 
had been adopted. He believed that if the country were properly developed, 
even an entrance to the Brunswick River would not be sufficient to take away half 
the produce of that district. Mr. I1. V. Wareham, farmer, near Byron Bay, spoke 
of the difficulty of developing the land through the want of a market. He had 
been there six years and had made nothing oft the land yet. Ten acres under 
fruits would yield a. handsome income, if facilities were granted for cheap and quick 
communication with a market. The route proposed for the railway would go 
through the heart of the country. Mr. T. Temperley, a selector and Inspector of 
IS orthern fisheries, residing near Ballina, alluded to the superior quality of the 
land near Byron Bay. The Government could get £15 an acre for a large portion 
of the land, if it had railway communication. Mr. E. S. Atkins, sugar planter 
and manufacturer, Byron Bay, declared that the land there would produce sugar
cane equal or superior to the cane grown on the Clarence. Within a short 
radius of Byron Bay there was more land suitable for cane than there Avas on 
the Clarence River. Mr. Robert Campbell, dairy-farmer, Byron Creek, said he 
found it of no use growing maize because he had no access to market. If 
the railway were constructed, he would grow maize, potatoes, and other crops. 
The land in that district was as good as that at Narrowgut, on the Hunter, 
which had been sold at £100 per acre. Mr. E. Williams, storekeeper and selector 
at Coorabell Creek, had put down his land in grass, because, although he could grow 
anything he pleased, he was obliged to be content with butter and grass-seed, 
which he could carry away easily. Mr. O. B. Wareham, farmer, about 3 miles 
from Byron Bay, produced grass, bananas, pine-apples, and maize; he also shipped 
timber off the land. He considered the district entitled to the proposed expenditure 
of public money for the railway and the breakwater, as the block of land dependent 
on Byron Bay was the largest and richest in Australia. Mr. E. Boyle, a dairy- 
farmer, of Byron Bay, corroborated the evidence previously given. At Eureka, 
Mr. A. Johnston and Mr. M. King, both engaged in dairying pursuits, gave eAudence 
in favour of the construction of the railway. Very similar evidence Avas given at 
Clunes by Mr. G. T. Hindmarsh, Mr. J. Gibson, and Mr. T. Moses.

5. At Lismore, Mr. A. Meston, sugar-manufacturer,.considered that a railway 
to the Tweed Avas absolutely necessary. If it.were constructed, the land that now 
kept coats would keep a large number of human beings. He could not suggest a 
better route for the line than the one that had been proposed. Mr. C. H. Gale, 
Land Agent, gave particulars as to the sale of Crown Lands at Byron Bay. Mr! 
G. W. West, Inspector of Conditional Purchases, thought the railway line as laid 
out Avas the best that could be got. He looked upon the breakwater at Byron Bay 
and the railway as one matter. Mr. E. M. Allman, Road Inspector for the Lismore 
District, believed that the country Avas sufficiently rich to warrant the construction 
of a railway, because the population would enormously increase. The Very Rev. 
J. J. Doyle, D.D., Roman Catholic Bishop of Grafton, stated that he thought the 
line was being taken along the most practicable route to get to the population at 
the principal centres. He considered the railway, on the whole, would pay very
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well. Mr. T. C. Lodge, Manager of the A.J.S. Bank, Lismore, believed the Govern
ment would he justified in the expenditure for the railway and the breakwater at 
Byron Bay, in view of the increased value of the unsold land. Water communi
cation had not developed the district, hence a railway was necessary. Mr. L. 
Armbruster, sugar-planter, Mr. T. Osborne, farmer, and Mr. S. G. Woodrow, 
selector, all supported the construction of the railway. Mr. James Barrie, store
keeper, Lismore, gave a history of the agitation for a railway from the year 1881. 
He approved of the route now proposed, and thought the unoccupied land was 
sufficient to justify the outlay. Mr. E. O’Elynn, Mayor of Lismore, Mr. W. Barnes, 
selector, and Mr. E. Tonkin spoke in favour of the construction of the line. Mr. 
W. Walmesley, dairy-farmer, said he would he producing a great many more things 
if he could get them away at a reasonable rate. Mr. J. Stocks, farmer and dairyman, 
found it did not pay to cultivate for the market, unless they had better communi
cation. He had advocated the construction of a railway for the last twenty years. 
Mr. H. B. Chisholm, farmer, thought the railway would fairly serve the present and 
future settlement. Mr. O. Lloyd, railway surveyor, gave technical evidence.

6. Mr. Bichard Barling gave evidence at Casino with reference to the quality 
and the value of the land. He did not think the line from Casino to Grafton would 
pay, except as part of a national coast line. Mr. E. B. Gulley, storekeeper, of 
Casino, spoke of Having suffered loss through the detention of goods in and out, 
through the had state of the Bichmond Biver Bar. If they had the railway, the 
produce of Casino and 30 miles to the south would go to Lismore. He believed that 
within a reasonable time the line would pay. Mr. E. G. Crouch, storekeeper, of 
Casino, said the capabilities of the district were immense, and it had progressed by 
leaps and hounds since he had known it. A railway between Casino and Lismore 
would pay in a very few years. He thought the Government would be justified in 
expending the amount required for the railway and the breakwater at Byron Bay. 
Mr. J. C. Irving, pastoralist, said the increased value that would he given to the 
land if the railway and breakwater were carried out would assist in paying for the 
works. Mr. B. Byers, timber merchant, stated that a large amount of timber would 
he sent by the railway if it were constructed. Mr. D. Campbell, pastoralist, and 
Mr. T. Carlill, senr., supported the construction of the railway. Mr. Bobert Page 
journalist, gave particulars respecting the production of the district. Mr. A. C. 
Simpson, timber merchant, also stated that timber would be largely sent by the 
railway. Mr. W. J. Banning, pastoralist and manager of a cheese factory, thought 
the line would be a very desirable one. Mr. T. G. Hewitt, proprietor of the Northern 
Star, confirmed the evidence that had been given with regard to the carriage of 
timber by the railway. He believed every acre of land between Grafton and 
Casino would be taken up if the railway were made.

7. At Myrtle Creek, Mr. W. Morrison, farmer, said he had selected in the hope 
that the railway would be constructed. Mr. T. A. Small, selector, said he would send 
his produce by the railway. Mr. J. Wells, farmer, considered that the construction 
of the railway would lead to a great increase of the land under cultivation in the 
district.

8. Two witnesses at Lawrence, Mr. W. Olive, innkeeper, and Mr. E. Shields, 
both expressed their opinion that the line should be taken to Lawrence instead of 
Grafton.

9. At Grafton, Mr. P. B. Donaldson, District Surveyor, stated that the whole 
of the country between Grafton and Casino was well adapted for grazing and dairy
farming, and a great deal of it, in proximity to the watercourses, for agriculture; but 
settlement on that part of the district was retarded for the want of better means of 
communication than the ordinary roads. His impression was that the sale of the 
land on this section would certainly recoup the expenditure on the line, and the land 
on the other section would go a long way towards doing so. Mr. G. H. Gibson, 
Land Agent, gave information respecting the number of conditional purchases in 
each year since 1881. Mr. John Cummins, railway engineer, gave technical 
evidence, chiefly with respect to the grades on the proposed line. Mr. W. Goodger, 
a retired farmer, believed the railway between Grafton and Casino would pay in 
ten or fifteen years, but if they waited that time for the railway it would retard 
settlement. Mr. C. Duggan, butcher and grazier, said the country between 
Grafton and Casino was for grazing purposes from fair to good, and some very
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good, and portions of it were fit for agriculture. The country would produce 
maize, oats, or oaten hay, timber and fruit, for the railway to carry. Mr. Samuel 
See, Mayor of Grafton, believed the line Avould pay from the moment it Avas con
structed from Grafton to Casino. Grafton Avould get the benefit of the trade from 
Myrtle Creek—42 miles; the rest of the traffic Avould probably go to Casino. He 
bclieAred a sufficient quantity of produce Avould be grown between Grafton and 
Casino to Avarrant the expenditure of the large sum of money that it would take 
to construct a railway, together with the increased passenger traffic; and the 
timber trade would develop to a great extent. More timber had been burnt on the 
Clarence than had been sold, simply because they had no means of getting 
it away. Mr. H. Fisher, licensed surveyor, also declared that all the land 
"between Grafton and Casino was suitable for settlement, and he believed every 
inch of it Avould be bought at once if the railway were constructed. Mr. 
J. B. Carlton, gave evidence as to the great benefit that Avould be derived 
from the construction of a line from the IVecd to Grafton, to form part of the 
Coast Bailway at some future date. Mr. T. BaAvden, formerly Mayor of Grafton 
and its late representative in the Legislative Assembly, produced statistics showing 
the amount of Avheat, maize, oats, sugar-cane, and potatoes grown in the district, 
and the acreage under crop. He Avas strongly in faA'Our of a connection with the 
tableland of INew England. Mr. H. Y. Haynes, licensed surveyor, thought the 
residents of that part of the Colony had a right to a railway. Mr. J. H. Munro, 
stock and station agent, confirmed the evidence of previous witnesses. He was of 
opinion that there.Avould be a population between Grafton and Casino, within 5 or 
10 miles of the railway line, of 5,000 people, and as it is calculated that each person 
averages £3 profit to the rcAmnue, there Avould be £15,000 annually, a great propor
tion of which could be applied to the reduction of the annual cost of the railway. 
Mr. Samuel See, on being recalled, stated that there was a coal seam within 22 miles 
of Grafton 40 feet from the surface. There Avas an 8-foot, a 4-foot, a 4 ft. 6 in., 
and a 3 ft. 0 in. scam. '

10. The evidence obtained at the various centres of population visited by the 
Sectional Committee Aviil be found to deal very fully Avith the question under con
sideration. To some extent it is associated with evidence on the proposed break
water at Byron Bay and the improvements to the entrance of the Clarence Biver, 
but this the Committee found it impossible to avoid, the three subjects being very 
closely connected AAdth one another. As far as could be done, the evidence on each of 
the three proposals inquired into by the Committee Avas kept separate ; and where a 
witness was questioned or made a statement upon more than one of the proposed 
works it Avill be observed that the reference to the matter not at the time immedi
ately before the Committee is in direct connection with the subject upon which the 
witness Avas called for examination, and therefore not superfluous or out of place.

11. The Committee have had no sections of the proposed railway before 
them, and have through this circumstance been placed someAvhat at a disadvantage; 
but the omission does not appear to have been due to any fault on the part of the 
Department of Public Works. The plans of the railway are not ready because 
every effort is being made to secure the best route and the easiest grades, and the 
country through which the proposed line would go is of a very difficult nature. 
Owing to the density of the scrub through which the surveyors have to cut their 
way, the work of finding an easy and good route is a matter of very great labour.

12. After a duo consideration of the evidence given before them, and of the 
information obtained by personally visiting the districts in which the proposed 
Avorks will, if approved by Parliament, be constructed, and by inspecting Byron Bay, 
the entrance of the Clarence Biver, and, as far as possible, the route of the proposed 
railway from Grafton to the Ivveed, the Sectional Committee desire to report that 
they are favourable to the construction of the proposed railway from the Tweed 
Biver to Casino, on the Bichmond Biver. The Committee are of opinion that the 
line should be constructed from the point proposed opposite to Murwillumbah, and 
continued, as recommended by the Department, to Byron Bay, and thence to Casino. 
The railway so constructed would, the Committee consider, be a feeder to the port 
at Byron Bay and to the Bichmond Biver. The Tweed Biver is so shallow, the 
entrance so bad, and the probable cost of works that Avould permanently remedy this
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state of things so enormous, that the Committee doubt whether it would he 
desirable to attempt, at any great expense, to improve either the one or the other. 
Even if the river were made navigable, and the entrance safe, it could only serve 
farmers within a distance of It or 15 miles on each side of the stream; and the 
same may he stated with regard to the Richmond. In this case the intervening 
country would he absolutely without the means to enable farmers to get their pro
duce to port. Although a great deal of the land through which the proposed railway 
Avould pass is at the present time held in large areas, the Committee feel sure that 
the owners of this land Avould, in their oaati interests, at no distant date, lease or 
alienate it, so that farmers might be induced to settle in the district by reason of 
the facilities afforded them to reach a market. The greater part of the land 
between the Tweed and the Richmond Rivers is of an exceptionally rich character, 
but travelling south from the Richmond the land gradually becomes inferior, until 
a point is reached a few miles south of Casino where the land is of the very 
poorest character except in small areas on the banks of the creek, and it continues 
so until within a short distance of the Clarence River. Although the Sectional 
Committee received evidence from people between Casino and the Clarence as to 
the capabilities of the land in that locality, they could not obtain any evidence 
showing that up to the present time this land had been utilized for any purpose other 
than grazing, except in small flats along the banks of creeks. The greater part of 
the land between Casino and Grafton, until the alluvial land of the Clarence is 
reached, is of very poor quality, and the Sectional Committee are thoroughly 
satisfied that a railway between the Richmond and the Clarence, at Grafton, would 
not carry the produce from one district to the other. Xor would there be any great 
passenger traffic, as the Committee feel sure that, when the proposed improvements 
at the entrance to the Richmond River are carried out, the facilities for reaching 
the Richmond by steamer will be quite as good as those now available in connection 
with the Clarence, and passengers will therefore travel direct to the Richmond instead 
of to the Clarence, as is the practice at present, oAving to the uncertainty of the bar 
at the entrance to the Richmond River. Believing that no produce Avill pass 
between Grafton, on the Clarence, and Casino, on the Richmond, the Sectional 
Committee can see no reason for constructing the portion of the proposed railway 
Avhich Avould connect those tAvo places, unless it Avere constructed as a part of Avhat 
is knoAvn as the North Coast Railway. If it Avere determined to construct a line of 
railway, as has been suggested, from the Hunter River District along the coast 
northwards, then the proposed line between Casino and Grafton could form 
part of the greater scheme of the North Coast Line. Or, on the other hand, 
if it were feasible to connect Grafton with the tableland of Ncav England, at Glen 
Innes, or elseAAdiere in that neighbourhood, there might be some justification for 
the construction of the line to Grafton, as being a centre or point of very great 
importance; but the Sectional Committee do not deem it part of their duty to 
offer any suggestion as to the construction of a line to Glen Innes from Grafton, 
or as to the North Coast Line. At the conclusion of their labours the Sectional 
Committee returned to Sydney by way of Glen Innes, making such arrangements 
as enabled them to travel over the country betAveen Grafton and Glen Innes during 
the daytime, and to see for themselves the nature of the country in and about those 
localities.

J. P. ABBOTT,
Chairman.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,
Sydney, 28th January, 1890.

PAKLIAMENTAKY



371

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE.

RAILWAY FROM GRAFTON TO THE TWEED.

[T-A-KIEIN' BEFORE THE SECTIOHJLL CQDVLMIXTTEE.]

THURSDAY, 21 NOVEMBER, 1889.
The Sectional Committee met at the “ Commercial Hotel,” Tweed Heads, at 8'30 p.m.

llrmitt:—
JOSEPH PALMER ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaieman).

Jacob Gabeaed, Esq. | Chaeles Alfeed Lee, Esq.

The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Railway from Grafton to The Tweed.

Mr. William Macgregor, J.P., Pilot, sworn, and examined :—
1. Chairman.You are the pilot stationed at the Tweed River Heads? Yes. Mr. W
2. How long have you been here ? Over nineteen years. Macgregor,
3. Mr. Garrard.'] Have you been a pilot all that time ? Yes. J.P.
4. You are familar with the trade of the port during that nineteen years ? Yes.
5. Has it increased much of late years ? Yes. . 21 Nov., 1889.
0. How many vessels entered inward and outward in a month when you first entered upon your duties as 
pilot? Possibly six.
7. And how^many now ? That I could not tell you. .
8. Roughly ? I could not answer the question.
9. Chairman.] Have you no record ? I have ; but I was not prepared for this examination.
10. Mr. Garrard.] Would there be twenty, inward and outward? About twenty. Ido not say that
that is correct. J .
11. Are the vessels trading to the port now of larger tonnage than those which used to come here nine
teen years ago ? They are. .
12. Very much larger ? Half as large again. ■ ■
13. What is the principal produce outwards ? Sugar. .
14. Any timber ? There is timber. Timber and sugar are exported in equal quantities.
15. I suppose that timber was the only export nineteen years ago ? That was all.
16. Has that trade fallen off ? It has been better lately.
17. Is the quantity of timber in the neighbourhood of the river decreasing ? There seems to be more
now—wherever they are getting it from -than there was then. ‘
18. Was any timber cut close to the Heads nineteen years ago ? Ho.
19. It was brought from some distance ? Yes.
20. It is brought from a still further distance now ? It must be. ■
21. There is no planting out going on in the district at all ? Ho.
22. What kinds of timber are exported ? Cedar, pine, and beech. . . -
23. How would you arrange the outward shipments—half sugar and half [timber: those lare the only
two products ? Yes. J
24. Is any maize produced ? Very little. ’
25. You think that there is as much sugar as timber exported ? I think so.
26. What is the nature of the inward cargoes ? Coal and general goods.
27. Coal for the sugar-mills ? Yes.
28. And general cargo ? Eor the population on the river.
29; Has the population increased? I could not say much.
30. You are seldom up the river ? Yes, very seldom.
31- Your duties compel you to remain at the entrance? Yes.
32. _ Do you know whether much land has been taken up and utilized during-the last nineteen years ? Most 
of it has been taken up within the last nineteen years.
33. Have you any knowledge of the land that has been taken up or that is available ? Hone whatever.
34. Do you think that if the entrance to the river were improved, and the impediments to navigation 
within the river removed, it would provide a sufficient outlet for the produce of the district without 
railway communication ? , I could not say about that. The improvement of the navigation would be 
sumcient ior the river, hut leave the river, and I carnivt say anything about it.
35. But water transit is the cheapest mode of conveyance? It is.
36. Therefore, if the entrance and the river itself were fairly navigable, would there not be a fair outlet
tor the produce of the district? Eor.the land on the river it would. I do not know anything about the 
land away from the river. jo

2 (A)—A 37.



372
PAKLIAMENTAKY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOKKS.

Mr. W. 
Macgregor,
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21 Not., 1889.

37. Do you think it desirable that a railway should be constructed from Murwillumbah to Lismore, 
Casino, and Grafton? I would not like to pass an opinion. I do not reckon that I am m a position to
pass an opinion. .
38. From your local knowledge, do you think that it would be possible, at a reasonable cost, to improve 
the entrance and navigation of the river ? I believe that it would not take a great deal to improve it.
39. Do you know if anything has been done in the way of improvement ? Nothing whatever.
40. Do you know if it is contemplated to do anything ? I have heard a rumour for the last eighteen
years that something was to be done. , 0
41. Is it not a fact that engineers from the Harbours and Rivers Department have been or are here now . 
They have been here two or three times ; but I cannot see that anything has actually been done.
42. Do you know that it is proposed to spend £8,000 or £10,000 on the entrance ? I have heard that
they are" trying to get it; but I am not aware that it has been granted. _ . .
43. Are you not aware that there is an officer of the Department now taking borings . Yes.
44. That looks like business ? I have seen a good deal before from which nothing has resulted.
45. Do you know anything of the work which they propose to do—have you seen the plans, or had you 
any conversation with the engineers ? I have had conversation with them, and have an idea of what is 
likely to be done.
46. Do you think that the plan is a common-sense one ? Ido.
47. You believe, from your knowledge of the entrance, that the project is a feasible and a common-sense
one ? I do. .
48. Nothing less expensive would be of any avail ? I do not think it would. ~ ,
49. It would not be well to go iu for a more expensive plan ? I cannot thinu that anything better could
be done than what they suggest. _ n -r i i j 4.1 • i uu i.-r
50. If the work is done, what depth of water do you think you will get on the bar . I should think that ir
it were done—having seen it run through the sand where they now propose to make the dyke we should

51. Are there any great difficulties higher up the river than what the Harbours and Rivers Department 
propose to deal with now ? There are only the flats, and they could be dredged with a pioper dredge.
52. Those are only sand flats ? Yes.
53. If they were removed, would a vessel drawing 12 feet be able to got up to Murwillumbah . Hi ere 
would be a few other obstructions.
54. What are they? Two or three little shoals that would require dredging.
55. No rocky bars ? Not that I am aware of. .
56. If you had a depth of 12 feet up to Murwillumbah, do you not think that the river would give a 
fair outlet for the produce of the district ? I do not know. I only know about the banks of the nrer.
57. Do you think that any trade naturally draining to the banks of the river would go that way ? Yes.
58. Mr. Lee.'] Supposing the contemplated works at the heads were carried out, would there be sufficient 
depth of water for the class of craft now trading here to enter in all weathers ? Clear of a grdo of wind

59^ But iu all weathers ? There are times when none of the harbour bars could be taken. . ,
60. You say that if the works were carried out there would be 12 feet of water under the ship s bottom 
would that not be sufficient for ships trading here to enter in all weathers ? No.
61. Supposing they wore loaded and ready for sea, would they be able to go out
weather? No. . 0
62. So that practically they would be as much dependent on the winds then as-they are now r 
could go out in ordinary bad weather ; but there is weather when a vessel cannot go in or out
harbours than this. ' . , - „ „ -c n
63. Have many vessels been lost at the entrance during your period of office ? 4 our or live.
64. Steamers or sailing vessels ? There was one steamer ; the rest were sailing vessels.
65. Admitting that the entrance wore made tolerably safe for the ordinary craft trading here, how many 
vessels would you be able to accommodate in your anchorage inside the Heads ? If it were improved m 
the way suggested there would be no anchorage required; the ships would be able to go all the way up
the river. , .
66. I am speaking of the river just inside ? At the most nine at present.
67. "What is the tonnage of the steamers trading here ? 120 tons.
68. And of the sailing vessels ? 104 tons register, carrying nearly double that.
69. What is the average depth of water ? At the present time there is 10 feet. I have known it less
than 6 feet at high water. _
70. Is 10 feet sufficient for the vessels you have mentioned ? Yes. .
71. What is the least depth required to bring them over with safety ? 7 feet.
72. With that depth you can enter inwards and outwards with safety ? Yes.
73. At the present time how is the produce of the river brought down to the ocean boats . !By steam
droghers and punts, and transhipped into the larger boats. _ ^
74. You have no knowledge of the country lying back from the river ? None whatever.
75. And a very limited knowledge of the river itself ? I have not a great deal of knowledge of it beyond
the flats. ... .
76. Would a depth of water of 12 feet at the heads bo sufficient to admit steamers and sailing vessels
a larger draft than are now trading here ? Yes.
77. Hp to how many tons ? 300 to 400. .
78. Is there any foreign trade from this port—that is, to the other Colonies? A little for Brisbane 
times, but not at present.
79. Is there any to Melbourne? No.
80. The produce of the district then as a rule finds its way to Sydney ? Yes. _
81. Are the present means of conveyance by water the only means the people have of getting produce to
market ? Yes. ■
82. Is there any overland traffic between the upper river and Queensland? Not that I am aware oi.
83. You do not know anything about that? No. _
84. So far as your knowledge goes you are of opinion that a depth of water of 12 feet up to Murwillumbah
would carry vessels of sufficient tonnage to convey the produce of the river ? I believe so. 85.
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85. Is there a tug service here now ? There is.
8G. Is it a Government Service? It is subsidised by Government.
87. And by the ship-owners ? Yes ; they pay so much.
88. Are the port dues levied here ? Yes.
89. The same as at any other port ? The same as at any other port.
90. Have you any additional evidence to give. Do you know whether a cheaper service could be 
established by water than by rail ? None whatever. I would not like to speak about it.

Mr. W. 
Macgregor,

J.P.

21 Nov., 1889.

Edward Osier, Esq., Sub-Collector of Customs, sworn, and examined :—
91. Chairman^ "What is your position in the Government Service? Sub-Collector ot Customs for the E-Osier, Esq,
Tweed Kiver District. —x
92. How long have you occupied that position ? Since 1st June, 1886. I was acting here a fortnight Nov., 1889.
before that. '
93. Has there been an increase in the trade of the district—in the number of vessels in and out, since 
then ? There has been a little increase since 1886, but not so much as in former years.
94. Can you furnish the Committee with the number of vessels for each year since you came here? I 
have here the total tonnage. In 1880, 5,062 tons. During that year a few vessels .went out in ballast; 
but those were the trips of the “ Terranora,” a large steamer belonging to the Sugar Company, going to 
Brisbane and bringing machinery back. In 1881, 5,434 tons. Very little ballast went out that time.
Nearly all the vessels were loaded. In 1882, 6,042 tons ; no vessels in ballast. In 1883, 6,500 tons.
There was a little of that tonnage in ballast, but not much. It was principally taken by the same 
steamer. In 1884, 7873 tons. There were then two trips of the ‘‘Terranora” in "ballast, to the Clarence 
Kiver only. In 1885, 10,841 tons. During that time I find one small steamer, 49 tons, in ballast, and 
two or three trips of the “ Terranora,” which was 199 tons, back to the Clarence in ballast. . In 1886,
12,668 tons. The trips made during that year in ballast were principally to the Clarence and to the 
Kichmond, this steamer going hack. In 1887, 12,35.4 tons; 1888, 7,751 tons; 1889, 6,953 tons for ten 
months only. The decrease in the tonnage for 1888 and 1889 is partly accounted for by the fact that the 
steamer “ Karuah,” which is now running here, is about half the registered tonnage of the “ Tweed.”
95. What we want to know is, what goods are taken in and out—not the tonnage of the ships ? I have 
a return of the goods taken out. We take no account of the goods that come in coastwise. In 1880, 
outwards, 382 tons of sugar, which I put down at £20 a ton ; 89 tons of molasses, at £10 a ton; 891,000 
feet of timber, calculated at 10s. per 100 ft., which, I believe, is a fair average price ; 880 bushels of 
maize, calculated at 2s. 6d.; 264 hides, at 10s. each; 9 casks of tallow, which I reckon equal to 3 tons, at 
£15 a ton, at a low estimate ; and 13 cases of sundries, £1—a total of £13,285.
96. Give us the totals of the others. I suppose each year there was a similar cargo ? I do not know
except from my official records. You would waut each year separate. I have here, 1880,1887, and 1889,
to show the increase. In 1887, which was a very good year on the river for sugar, 2,716 tons were sent - 
away; 389 tons of molasses; 2,924,000 feet of timber; 1,152 hides ; 25 casks of tallow; 612 packages 
of sundries,—which, on the same basis as before, I reckon were worth £74,153. In 1889, which is the
next year I have, the total exports for ten months I reckon at £50,632.
97. Is there no export of maize from this district ? During this year more maize has been exported than 
in previous years—8,434 bushels, taking 4 bushels to the bag. The quantity of timber has not been so 
great this year ; neither has the quantity of sugar.
98. Do you know any of the back districts here at all ? I have never been back from the banks of the
river. I have been on the Tallabudgery Koad, and I have been up the north arm as far as Dungey 
Creek. •
99. Do you think that if the entrance to the harbour were improved that would help to develop the 
resources of the district more largely ? Yes, if there were better facilities for getting the stuff away, 
aud the vessels could he depended upon in getting out, I think it would be an inducement for people to 
settle on the soil and cultivate it.
100. That improvement, would accommodate the people on the river within a reasonable distance of this 
place ? I should think so.
101. You do not know enough about the district to say anything about the trade ? I have never been 
further up than Murwillumbah; my duties do not take me that way ; they take me more to the north.
The head of Dungey Creek, where I went on official business, is near the Queensland border, say about 
3 miles.
102. I suppose they do not use any stills here ? I am not aware of any.
103. Mr. Garrard!] Is there any cargo going to Brisbane from here ? Yes. My return includes the 
cargo to Brisbane in the total exports from the river.
104. Can you tell us whether there is an increase in the quantity going to Brisbane, or a decrease ? A 
decided decrease. There is no timber going to Brisbane now; but they had a vessel running there 
constantly.
105. "What is the reason of that? When the Queensland Government increased the duty on timber the 
people who had purchased timber here said that it did not pay them to take it away, and in all probability 
there was also a depreciation in the value of timber in Brisbane.
106. Then for the ten months of 1889 we understand that the outward tonnage has been 6,353 tons, and
in 1880 it was 5,000 tons, showing a small. increase ? Yes. In 1880 the “ Terranora ” made seventeen _
trips outward, and she is only 1 ton less than 200 tons; therefore, in round numbers, she is more than 
double the size of the other vessels.
107. Was it in 1880 that the Sugar Company first used their mills on the Tweed ? I am not positive.
108. I understood you to say that the “.Terranora ” was bringing machinery from Brisbane ? Yes, and
sometimes coal. At one time they had a great traffic between here and Brisbane, and kept the “ Terra
nora ” constantly running. . •
109. If the tonnage in 1880 was 5,062 tons, and in 1889, 6,353 tons, there has not been a very large
increase ? No ; but, as I said before, the “ Karuah” is only the half the size of the “ Tweed.” ■
110. Then if the “ Great Eastern ” had been enabled to come in herewith cargo you would have put
down her registered tonnage if sho only brought 10 tons of cargo. The small vessel does all the trade that 
the bigger one did before ? She does the trade to a certain extent. 111.
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B. Osier, Esq. 111. You must see that the tonnage of a vessel is not a guarantee of a cargo carried, because the “Tweed” 
/—% only went out with half cargoes ? She was scarcely ever ‘full, except perhaps of timber. The only way 

21 Nov., 1889. wo have of getting statistics is by taking the registered tonnage. The registered tonnage of one vessel is 
66 tons, aud she goes out with 90 if full. It is a very hard case if a vessel does not go out with her 

" registered tonnage on board. When the bar was bad most of them went out with their registered tonnage.
112. Do you know whether vessels have been bar-hound here for any length of time. The first three 
months that I was here the steamer was bar-bound for twenty-eight days in three trips.
113. And produce lying in her hold all that time ? Yes. The other vessels were also bar-bound.
114. Do you know the rate of freight from here to Sydney compared with that charged from the Clarence

■ or from the Richmond ? I think the freight of the steamers is 30s. or 35s.
. 115. You do not know what it is from the Richmond or from the Clarence? I have no idea.

116. It is rather higher here ? I think so, because of the insurance premium being high.
117. And liability to detention ? Yes.

■ 118. How often have you know’n vessels to be bar-bound here ? I could not say exactly.
' 119. Roughly—twice in a year—once in a year ? I suppose two or three times in a year. There are

certain times in the year when they are bar-bound ; during the equinoctial gales, for instance.
120. What would be the longest detention r As well as I can recollect from memory—I could tell you 
exactly if I had my journal here—four or five -weeks.
121. Is that a sailing vessel or a steamer ? Sailing vessels and steamers as well. The bar was impassable 
because of the bad weather and the shallowness of the water.
122. As a resident, and one who has watched the trade of this place, do you think that if greater facilities 
were given for the conveyance of produce, either by improvements to the entrauce, or a railway, it wTould 
lead to a greater development of the district than now exists ? That seems to be the opinion of people in 
the district with whom I have spoken.
123. You have not formed an opinion of you own ? I should think that if there were better facilities for 
the conveyance of produce there would be more inducement to people to settle on the river and grow 
produce.
124. Which do you think would serve the people of the district best—water carriage or railway carriage
•—improved water carriage, with' a depth of 12 feet on the bar, or a railway 60 or 70 miles in length, 
giving communication with the deep waters of the Richmond or the Clarence at Grafton ? You would 
have to take into consideration the state of the Richmond and the Clarence. Of course, if harbour im
provements were carried out in those places, and this place were allowed to remain as it is, a railway from 
here to carry produce to either of the other rivers would be a convenience to the people ; but it would not 
be as cheap as water carriage. Water carriage must be the cheapest, because there are no roads to keep 
in repair, and the w'ear and tear of ships is very little compared with the wear and tear of railway 
engines and roads. .
125. Do you think, the difficulty of getting to market has been the chief bar to the more rapid progress of 
the district ? I should imagine that it has, looking at the statistics ; but I can only speak for the time 
that I have been here.
126. Mr. Zee.] During your time have any vessels with cargoes been lost going out of the river ? The 
“ Kalara,” a steamer belonging to Brisbane, was lost since I came here. She foundered about a mile 
from the bar.
127. Can you give us any evidence as to whether the shippers insure from here? I know nothing of my own 
knowledge. I know nothing except what I have been told by the owners.
128. Does the question of freights come within your knowledge ? Ho.
129. Does the question of port dues ? Harbour and light and pilotage dues only.
130. Are the usual charges made here ? Yes ; the usual charges—4d. per ton if it becomes due.
131. There is no extra charge made ? Ho extra charge. The harbour and light dues are only paid when 
they fall due. They are paid six-monthly. Where there is no Sub-Collector, even if the pilot is acting 
as such, the Act of Parliament does not say that the pilotage must be paid there, but they can pay it at 
Sydney.
132. But still it is a liability incurred in this port? It is a liability incurred in this port for harbour and 
light dues, provided the six months is up before the vessel leaves the port.
133. I want you to clear up the question of tonnage. The “ Terranora ” is the largest vessel that is 
trading to this port ? Yes.
134. Could she leave the port with 200 tons of cargo on board ? I could not say from having seen the 
ship leave the port, but I should think from the build of the vessel that she could leave with 200 tons.
135. With the depth of water that you have seen on the bar? Yes ; I do not think that the “ Terranora ” 
would draw much over 6 feet. If she drew over 6 feet she would go. The bottom of the “ Terranora ”

* is flat.
136. I notice that in your returns no dairy produce, such as butter, bacon, or cheese, is mentioned? 
During the last year a ton of butter has gone away from the river, principally to Brisbane.
137. You look upon that as a perishable article ? Yes.
138. If that were in a ship’s hold, and she were bar-bound, it would deteriorate in value ? It would 
become almost useless, except for cart-grease.
139. Would any other cargo such as sugar, hides, or tallow deteriorate if kept in the hold ? Ho ; not the 
kind of sugar sent from the river.
140. Could you give the Committee any information as to the population of the Tweed River District ?
I have not the slightest idea what it is. ■
141. That does not come within your province ? I do not know it officially. There is a large nomadic 
population—people coming to and from the sugar mills in the crushing season.
142. The alienation of land does not come within your province ? Ho.
143. Have you ever kept a record of the rainfall about here ? Ho.
144. Have you any idea what it is ? I have no record and no means of making one.
145. Could you tell me what is about the rainfall ? Trom general observation I should think there is more 
rainfall in this district than there is in most parts of the Colony where I have been.

Mr.
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Mr. William Charles, selector, sworn, and examined:—
146. Chairman.~\ Where do you reside ? At Terranora.
147. How far from here? About 3^ miles in a straight line.
148. What are you ? A farmer or grazier.
149. A selector ? A selector.

Mr.
W. Charles.

21 Nov., 1889.
150. Will you give the Committee what information you have ;—how long have you been here ? Six
years. .
151. Where did you come from ? I came from the Namoi. .
152. What part of it ? Bullerawa; hut I came originally from Illawarra.
153. Do you know this district well ? Yes ; I think I know it very well.
154. Tip and down the river ? Not so much on the river as back. _
155. How far back ? I think I know the district as well as anyone on the river.
156. Hp to the Dividing Eanges ? Yes.
157. What is the character of the soil ? It is a beautiful rich red and dark soil—volcanic soil.
158. Is that on the hills as well as on the flats ? Yes.
159. Could the hills about the district generally be cultivated ? Yes. The scrub hills would grow almost
anything. ■
160. And the flats, I suppose, are exceedingly rich ? Yes. The hills are really good too.
161. Is the land about here superior to that about Illawarra, do you think ? Yes ; much superior.
162. Have you studied the rainfall here at all ? Yes. The rainfall is much greater here than it is at 
Illawarra.
163. And the vegetation much more rapid in growth because of the district being further north ? Yes. 
The country will carry more stock than that about Illawarra will.
164. In its natural state? No; but after it has been felled and cleared. There is very little natural
grass; it is all dense scrub. .
165. Is it a district which you think would develop into a second Illawarra if there were markets for the 
produce ? Yes ; it wrould.
166. It would sustain a large population ? Yes ; a much larger population than the Illawarra district 
would maintain.
167. It is more extensive than Illawarra ? Yes. There is a greater quantity of good land here than there 
is in Illaw'arra. In fact, all the land here is much better than that in Illawarra.
168. You get better returns from it ? Yes.
169. What do you do—raise stock ? Yes.
170. Have you tried to grow any grain ? Yes ; I have grown corn.
171. Was it profitable ? No ; because w'e could not get the maize aw’ay with the present condition of the 
bar.
172. I suppose what you want in this district is to be able, with a certainty, to get vour maize away to 
catch particular markets. Then it would pay well. What we want is a railway. "
173. Do you think that if the facilities were great and certain, a great deal more land would be cultivated 
here than there is now?' Yes.
174. And the population would become more dense ? Yes.
175. Is it a fact that people have left here after trying hard to farm their land ? Yes. They have actually
been starved out. .
176. Do you know of any people here who have taken up land and complied with the conditions, but who 
have had to give it up because they were unable to obtain a market ? I know of several, close to my own 
place, who took up land and worked it for three or four years, and then had to give it up.
177. I suppose 640 acres would sustain many families ? Yes ; 40 acres of land here would sustain any 
family.
178. If a railway were constructed from the Tweed southwards to the Richmond River, or to the first 
certain port, do you think settlement would follow on the line of route ;—is the country good ? It is 
very good.
179. Do you know it ? I know it very well between Richmond and here. Of course, most of it along 
the coast is not so good, but after you get inland it is splendid.
180. Supposing the railway were complete, and the entrance made just as it is, do you think the river 
and creeks here would become feeders to the railway to any large extent ? Yes ; they would be feeders 
to the railway.
181. The same as the Hunter is? Yes. ,
182. Mr. Garrard.'] Do you think that if the railway were constructed to Murwillumbah for the terminal 
point the people in the district would avail themselves of it ? Yes.
183. How would they get to it ? I think it would be continued to the border.
184. But if the terminal point were Murwillumbah—you are going on the supposition that it would be 
extended—would the people avail themselves of it ? Yes.
185. How far are you from that place ? 7 miles, in a direct line, from the Junction by road.
186. And how near are you to the north arm ? The junction of the north and south arms ?
187. How far are you from there ? 7 miles by road.
188. How far are you from Murwillumbah ? That would be 6 miles further on.
189. Is it at all likely that people in your district would pass by a waterway, and go 6 miles further on 
to put their produce into a train and carry it 60 or 70 miles ? Certainly ; because their goods would be 
perishable. They would send them either to the Heads, and then up by launch to Murwillumbah, and 
from there by rail, or from our district to Tumbulgum (or Junction), and by river to Murwillumbah.
190. We have it in evidence that there is 10 feet of water on the bar, and that at present there are seven
vessels here drawing from 7 to 9 feet of water do you say that the people of your district would send 
their stuff down the river as far as the Heads, and up the river again to Murwillumbah, in order that 
they might go by train, when they would pass all those vessels ? Yes ; and I think they could do that 
more cheaply than they can take their goods by the present system. They never know now when the 
vessels are going to get out. .
191. How often have the ships been bar-bound during the last twelve months ? I could not say.
192. You do not know that they have been subject to this disadvantage ? Yes, I do, from my own
knowledge. pgg
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rv.r' i Would you send your stuff down to the Tweed Heads, pass by vessels there, take it 20 miles to
Murwillumbah, tranship into the train, and then carry it 60 or 70 miles to put it into a vessel for Sydney 

21Novl889 '—W0U1<1 ^ Pa7 you to do that ? Yes, because I should not run the risk of having my goods detained at 
‘ the Heads for a week; or perhaps three weeks. _

' 194. Have any goods been detained here during the last twelve months for a week P Yes, hides of my own.
■ 195. They are not perishable articles ? Yes, they are. They are left in the sun, and dogs and everything

■ destroy them. _
196. Do you advocate this railway, the terminal point of which is to be at Murwillumbah, in the hope 
that it will be extended to the Queensland border, near Terranora ? Yes, that is one reason. _
197. If you had no hopes of its being extended you would not be anxious about it ? I would be just as
anxious. '
198. Do you know the route of the line between Murwillumbah and Lismore ? Yes. _ _
199. Does it pass through fairly good country all the way ? It passes through the best lands of the district.
200. Nearly all of it is alienated ? No. There are some reserves along the line containing very good 
country.
201. Do you not think that if the river entrance and the river itself were made better, it would be cheaper
for the people to send their produce that way ? Even if they made this river equal to the Eichmond, I 
should not say that we should derive the same advantage from it as from a railway. _
202. Do you think that this district ivould be served better by railway communication with Brisbane 
than with the Bichmond Elver ? I do not know. Of course, what stops our communication with 
Queensland is their policy of protection. Unless we got federation the railway would not help us.
203. Their duties are against you P Yes. If they were removed Brisbane would be our market,
204. If there was intercolonial freetrade you think it would serve you better to be connected with Bris
bane than with the Richmond Eiver ? Yes, I do. It would serve my part of the district better.
205. M.r. iee.] Are you personally interested in any land through which the proposed railway will
pass ? No. ' .
206. Are any of your relations ? No ; none that I am aw'are of.
207. You are not advocating the construction of this line from any self-interested motive ? No.
•208. You are not advocating it for the purpose of increasing the value of land which you hold on the 
route? No. ■
209. As to the question or sending away your produce. The line we are considering is one from the 
Tweed to Grafton, supposing G-rafton v'cre made a port available for large-ships, to which they could 
come in in all weathers ; do you think it at all likely that the produce of the Tweed would be sent to the 
Clarence for shipment ? No. I think our only hope is Byrou Bay.
210. On account of the distance ? Yes. ,
211. It would prohibit from sending your produce there ? Yes.
212. If that project were carried out the railway would be utterly useless to you ? Yes.
213. Supposing Lismore were made the port of shipment for the Tweed, would you be able to send your
produce across there? Lismore is a bad harbour, as ours is. If larger boats could come up the 
Eicbmond, then I think we could send our produce there. '
214. Supposing there were any other place where a safe harbour could be constructed, and where you 
could get certain despatch and delivery, would that answer your requirements ? Yes.
215. Do I understand that what you mean by an outlet is a port by which you ivould always be able to 
get your goods to market under any circumstances ? Yes, that is what we require.
216. I suppose the fact of your produce being bar-bound, no matter what it is, means keeping you out of 
your money for so many weeks ? Yes ; and it also deteriorates in value. Our maize is destroyed by weevils.
217. As the port is at the present time, and I take it that this is your only outlet ? Yes.
218. You are unable to take advantage of any rise in price which may occur in any market in the Colony ? 
We cannot do it, because after we get word it is three weeks before we can get our goods there, and 
by that time the market has gone down ; whereas, if we had a railway, it would be different.
219. Will maize suffer if kept under hatches for a short time ? Yes; it will be destroyed.
220. By weevils ? By weevils and damp.
221. Would the settlers in your locality be able to pay the railway freight to Byron Bay or Lismore, and 
then tranship to Sydney in competition with the river steamers which take the stuff direct ? Yes, I 
think they could. I am sure they could.
222. Do you insure your goods when you send them down by steamer ? Yes.
223. Is it a high rate ? The insurance is very high.
224. What I gather from your evidence is this ; you wrant a sure and certain means of access to market ? 
Yes ; that is what we want.
225. Are you in a position to give any information as to the increase of population in the Tweed Eiver 
district ? Since I have been here ?
226. Yes ? It has increased.
227. - Supposing this railway were built, and the steam companies were to reduce their freights one-half, 
which way would you send your produce ? Still by rail.
228. Why ? Because I wmuld have direct communication, and it wmuld pay me better. .
229. Although the freight by rail would be somewhat more ? I do not think it would be possible for the 
steamers to reduce it one-half.
230. Supposing it were reduced? I would sooner send produce by rail. I would sooner pay £1 a ton 
more to send some goods by rail than send them by river. It is impossible to send live stock by river. I 
remember that one time I had a lot of calves, which were then selling at good prices in Sydney, and I 
thought I would ship them from here ; but when I came to make inquiries I found that the Tweed was 
bar-bound, and that the bar was very bad, so that I would have to send them to Brisbane, and ship from 
there.
231. The same would apply to pigs? Yes.
232. Do you send large stock, such as cattle, to market by steamer? If Byron Bay were made a port 
we should be able to slaughter and send.the carcases to market, because just over the border there is one 
of the best districts in Queensland for cattle—the Logan district. We get most of our cattle from there, 
and they wrere sent from there to Grafton, and then killed and sent to Sydney.
233. Is the stock traffic in the district likely to increase ? Yes. 234.

6
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234. I notice by the returns given that there is a very small quantity of maize raised ? Tea. There is Mr.
not a great quantity raised, because they cannot get it away. Even now, though you may arrange to have • Char,es-' 
your maize taken by the steamer, they may say, “ Well, we will take it the trip after next.” When the 211^^1889 
boat comes back they will tell you, “ Oh, we have two more loads of timber, and you will have to wait Z - QT'-’ '
until we take them away.”
235. In the meantime the price of the article may increase or decrease ? Yes, and the weevils are 
eating your corn.
236. At all events you are debarred from a ready and sure market ? Yes. .
237. Even if you had to pay more freight you would be satisfied to do so if you had the means of getting 
your produce away at all times P Yes.
238. Whether the railway is constructed or not, I presume that there will always be a certain amount of
river trade for the steamers ? Yes. ’
239. You know the route of the proposed line ? Yes, well.
240. Does that line serve a portion of the country which the river does not serve ? Yes. It serves all 
the country back from the river.
241. Is that back country equal to the country along the banks of the river ? Yes ; .part of it is.
242. Is the country lying between Murwillumbah and the Brunswick of equal quality ? Yes.
243. To which river would that traffic flow—to the Tweed, the Brunswick, or the Richmond. It must go 
by rail.
244. Is there not some communication with the Brunswick by ship? Yes, there is; but the vessel trading 
there is very small.
245. It is still more uncertain than'the Tweed ? Still more uncertain.
246. Your remarks with reference to the Tweed apply still more strongly to the Brunswick? Yes.
247. As you are so well acquainted with the proposed route, will you tell us whether you think the pro
posed line could be improved upon—that is to say, by being made straighter or taken through better 
country ? No, I do not think it could.
248. Have you been over the actual survey ? No, but I have crossed it in several places.
249. Have you found that the surveyors have gone out of their way to climb over a mountain ? Yes.
250. You think these mountains could be avoided ? • I think they have taken the best route.
251. I suppose you would not care if they went over the moon so long as they gave you a railway. The 
desire of the people is so great that they would not care if the railway were shorter or longer ? Yes.
252. That arises from the fact that they are living in a good district, and are unable to get their produce 
to market ? Yes. There are numbers actually starving.
253. On good land ? Yes.
254. Eor what reason ? Because they cannot get their goods to market.
255. Are there no local buyers ? No. Between the Brunswick and here they would have to cart their 
produce so far that it would not pay them to grow it. They would have to carry it 20 miles and get half- 
a-crown a bushel for their maize.
256. You know the Byron Bay country P Yes. .
257. You know some distance back from it where the range comes in ? Yes.
258. On the plan it appears to be a very much shorter track from Lismore to Murwillumbah by the foot 
of ttat range ? It is shorter.
259/. Can you give the Committee any idea as to why the line was made to approach the coast at Byron 
Bzty instead of going in a more westerly direction? There is a range to the westward of the surveyed line.
260. What is the nature of the country between the range and the coast ? Yery good.
261. Is there any swampy country? There is, nearer the coast. Back from the coast the land is first-
class. ’
262. How far back from the coast ? It is half a mile in places before you get on to the good country, 
and even less. ■
263. Will the line as surveyed serve the greater number of the people in your district ? Certainly,
because Byron Bay must be our port. If it can be made a port it will be where we shall send our goods to 
market. .
264. But supposing Byron Bay is not made, where will your port be? I could not say. We would 
perhaps have to send to the Richmond. ■ I do not know whether that would pay. I think our only hope 
is that Byron Bay will be made a port.
265. From Murwillumbah to Byron Bay is shown on the railway plan as 30 miles—could you afford to 
send your produce that distance, provided there was a certainty of getting it away ? Yes.
266. Mr, Garrard.~\ All the answers you gave to me about taking your produce south were on the 
supposition that you would have a port at Byron Bay, and not be compelled to go to the Richmond ? Yes.
267. It is a matter of serious doubt to your mind whether the railway would be any good to you if you 
had to go to the Richmond ? Yes, unless larger ships could be got to the Richmond.
268. You are aware that improvements are being carried out at the entrance to the Richmond to make it 
equal to the Clarence ? Yes.
269. Suppose it is made equal to the Clarence, do you think it would pay you to go there ? My reason 
for saying that it would not pay us is that we could run to Brisbane. Queensland is running her line to 
the Tweed.
270. Who told you that ? Mr. Stephens, the Member for The Logan.
271. Where do you think the Queensland junction would take place? At a place called The Gap ; it is
on the range between Murwillumbah and the Crumbden Creek. .
272. Is that on the coach-road from Nerang to Murwillumbah ? Yes. They would only have to tunnel 
a short distance through The Gap.
273. How far would that be from Murwillumbah? About 6 miles, I suppose. I do not know the actual , .
distance.
274. Then, as I understand you, you doubt whether it would be to your interest to have a railway at all ?
Certainly it would be to our interest. .
275. Not if you were going to Queensland ? It would give every one a chance of sending his produce 
away.
276. A railway would do very little good to the district unless there were a port at Byron Bay? It 
would do a great deal more to the district if we had a port at Byron Bay.
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^r- 277. Would it not be a great deal more benefit to the district to have a fair bar and a good river than to
W. Charles, have railways or anything of that sort ? No.

21Nov-1889 •®ow far do people bring their produce at present from the river bank to the Tweed on each side ? 
■’ ' 10 or 15 miles. I think only a very few bring it that distance.

279. They bring it 10 or 15 miles to the river with the present bad flats and entrance ? Tes.
280. Do you not, therefore, think that if a fair improvement of the navigation were made people would 
bring their produce 16 or 17 miles ? They would ; but even if the river were improved it would not have 
a depth of 10 feet.
281. Do you know that it is estimated that there will be a depth of 12 feet? That is on the bar. I am 
talking of inside the bar.
282. Why could they not make it 12 feet inside;—do you know of any rocky obstructions ? I do not 
know of any, but I think there is gravel or rock above the Colonial Sugar Company’s mill. I do not know 
actually much about the river itself, because I am more inland.

8 PAELIAMENTAET STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC -WOEKS.

Mr. Henry Eden, selector, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. H. Eden. 283. Chairman.'] Where are you living ? I am living here at the present. I have a selection 6 miles 

/——n from Murwillumbah.
21 Nov., 1889. 281. Where were you living before you got the selection? On various parts of the river. Twenty years 

ago I had a vessel running here. .
285. Where from ? Erom Brisbane.
286. Your business relations have always been with Brisbane ? No, with Sydney.
287. Are you not a large property-holder in Brisbane ? I have some little property there—not of any 
great extent.
288. What do you want to tell the Committee ? I am thoroughly acquainted with the river and its tribu
taries and with the trade done here for twenty years past. I have been a large buyer of cedar and maize, 
and have chartered vessels to take- cargo from here to Sydney. I know the produce obtained here.
289. How much do they produce ? The principal things shipped from here are cedar, beech, and pine, 
and sugar. There are very few perishable goods sent from here. Occasionally a small quantity of butter 
goes down, but it has not paid hitherto.
290. How long have you been a landowner in the district ? Eight or nine years.
291. What quantity of land have you got ? About 600 acres.
292. Did you take it up as a conditional purchase ? Yes.
293. What have you done with.it since? I am still improving it.
294. In what way ? By planting fruit-trees.
295. How many acres have you got under fruit? 2 or 3 acres.
296. Is that all you have done with this in ten years ? I have 70 acres of scrub felled.

• 297. Under cultivation ? Under artificial grasses.
298. I suppose 70 acres is all that you can bring into use ? Probably 100 altogether. The ground is 
very broken, although the soil is very rich. It is a very expensive place to work.
299. Where is it—on the Tweed ? Between the Tweed and Tallbudgery, near the Gap referred to by a 
previous witness.
300. Will the construction of this railway to Lismore or Grafton be of any benefit to you or to the 
selectors there ? It would be of no benefit to me or to the selectors there.
301. You look to Brisbane for your market ? No, to Sydney.
302. The last witness said that Brisbane w-ouid be the market if there wras intercolonial free-trade ? Bris
bane is only a limited market; it is not as good as Sydney.
303. When did you know' the river first ? In 1868. I was trading for two years on it.
304. Has there been much improvement since then ? Yery much.
305. Before you can get returns for the land such as you describe is it expensive ? Yes.
306. You want considerable capital then to take up a selection ? That is my experience,—that is if you 
go into the mountain country.
307. Which do you think would be the most beneficial to this district, improvements to the entrance of 
the river, which wmuld give 13 feet of water, or a railway, as proposed, to Grafton and the Bichmond, via 
Byron Bay ? I think the improvements to the river for the bulk of the produce of the river, because the 
bulk of the settlement is located near navigable water.
308. Do you think that Murwillumbah would be the proper terminal point if it were determined to con
struct such a railway ? I think so. . ■
309. But if the river were improved, that would be a greater benefit to the district than the construction 
of the line ? It would give a benefit to a larger number.
310. Howr many miles on each side of the river do you think the river would serve ? Excepting on the
principal part of the river and near here there is not much settlement aw'ay from the water, except above 
the North Arm. "
311. How far do you think the people would take it to the river to sendit awray P It think all those above 
Deepwater would be benefited by the railway.
312. How far back? Eor some distance back.
313. Would people for 10 miles back come to the river ? Not 5 miles.
314. How wmuld the people further back be served? All those further back would be benefited by a rail
way, but not those on navigable wraters, who are the bulk of the settlement.
315. Have you an intimate know-ledge of the country between Grafton and the Tweed ? No.
316. Between the Bichmond and the Tw-eed? Of a portion of that country-. I have travelled it several 
times.
317. Do you think that an expenditure of £20,000 or £25,000 upon the improvement of the river or the 
harbour would be of more benefit to the whole of the district than the expenditure of £100,000 on the 
construction of the railway from the Bicmond to the Tweed ? I do not see that a railway would take the 
bulk of the cargo that goes from the district. We could not send timber away by railw-ay.
318. Is not the timber exhausted now ? No ; but because of the high freights w e cannot send it away.

' 319.



Do you think that if facilities were given by a railway for getting to a better harbour, or shipping Sfr. H. Eden, 
poit, the timber, instead of being sent away in bulk, would be sawn ? It could go more cheaply by water.
As tar as perishable articles are concerned, they would go better by railway. 21 Nov., 1889.
320. There is not much at present ? No. '
32L ^ iner?f6 sufficiently to pay interest on £100,000 ? That is an open question. There
is no doubt that it would stimulate enterprise.
322. Do you think that the people of this district, supposing it is not possible to construct the railway
unless extra charges are made, would be prepared to pay heavier freights than usual for the carriage of '
their produce . It would only pay when the cargo was of a perishable character. ,

370
MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—RAILWAY FEOM GBAFTON TO THE TWEED. 9

Mr. J. Marks.

Mr. John Marks, grazier, sworn, and examined: —
323. Chairman.'] Where do you reside ? At Terragon, about 15 miles above Murwillumbah.
A2 ID- I11 7°y • Comm,lt.tee what you have to say ? The difference in freight between this river and ^
lie liichmond River is something like 2s. per 100 feet on log timber, and a proportionate freight on sawn 21 Nov.. 1889. 
timber—-thaj is almost entirely owing "to the bad bar and the bad water communication in years gone bv.
1 have known hundreds of bags of maize to be rotting in the barns, because there were no means of 
getting it to a good market, or to any market. The insurance rates are considerably higher here than on '
any other river m the Colony. I understand that that is owing to the bad bar. For a short time after 
the wreck of the Tweed,” a steamer which lately traded here, the insurance societies would not effect 
any new policies at any price. I owned a part share in conjunction with Mr. G-. W. Nicoll of Sydney in a 
saw-mill m this district. We found that the high rate of freight consequent on the bad state of the river 
and bar was one of the greatest drawbacks with which we had to contend. There is a tremendous amount 
oof° Ti al1l“ ra t' ie district which is entirely lying idle, owing to the want of good means of communication.
325. it must pretty well all be taken up if it is lying idle ? No ; I do not think that more than about
one hair is taken up. .
326. Where are you speaking of ? The district in general—the police district.
327. How far south does that extend ? I think to the Brunswick River, and it takes in some of the
Brunswick. This land I believe would all be cultivated, if the river were improved, or if we had a railway, 
it the people of the district were given their choice, I think they would almost unanimously say that a 
good bar and a satisfactory improvement of the river would be of more benefit to the district—this particular 
district—than railway communication. r
*28. Mr. Garrard^ What do you mean by “ satisfactory ”? To give a depth of 12 feet at all times.
32J. Chairman.\ Up the river ? Yes, and on the bar. That would enable" vessels of at least 700 or 800 
tons, built on a moderately light draft, to trade to the district, and would be quite sufficient for all our 
requirements I think. Individually I should prefer that the river and the bar were improved to having a 
railway. I believe it would do more good. , . .
330. Where is your land;—on the river ? Some of it—900 acres. I have land within 3 miles of 
JMurwillumbah going up the river, in the parish of Dunbible, and also in the parish of Kunghur, 15 miles 
ooi viriVe acres there of leasehold and conditionally purchased land. I have 2,500 acres altogether.
331. What are you doing with it ? Grazing principally.
332 Cattle ? Cattle and horse stock. We did cultivate some considerable area of cane and corn ; but 
we found that owing to the bad communication with Sydney and Brisbane by the Tweed, we could not 
possibly make it pay.
333. But that would not affect the cane ? No ; but owing to our having to employ high-priced labour, 
we found that that also did not pay. We consequently gave up both cane and corn, and are now going 
m tor grazing entirely. In the event of more satisfactory communication being provided, we would 
cultivate again, but not until there is better communication.
334. Mr. LeeA You say that there will not be any increased cultivation until there is better communica
tion r v ery little more.
335. So far as you are concerned, you are of opinion that the improvements to the bar and to the 
^lv®r would suit you best ? Yes, they would suit me best, and would suit the general public best.
336. The general public on the Tweed ? Yes.
337. In your locality ? And the whole district.
338. Would it suit the people on the Brunswick ? The bar improvements and river improvements here
"would bo of no benefit whatever to the Brunswick. .
339. Then you think that the Brunswick would require railway communication to give it an outlet. Yes.
It wants some better communication than it has now.
340. Do you think that railway communication would offer an outlet from it ? Yes.
341. In your opinion, it would be desirable not to include the Tweed in the railway scheme ; to start the 
railway from the Brunswick F It would do us good, undoubtedly.
342. But in your opinion, the Tweed River district does not require railway communication? It is 
dependent upon the river improvements. If they are carried out, we shall not require a railway as much 
as under the present circumstances.
343. But you would like to have both ? It would not do us very much harm. Of the two, I think the
harbour improvements would do the district most good. I have lived here for eighteen years, and am 
thoroughly acquainted with the requirements of the district. I have been engaged in all kinds of occu
pations. .
344. The river must serve the district ? Yes, and some distance back.
345. Do you know the proposed railway route ? Yes, I am thoroughly acquainted with the locality. I 
have been on both sides of the line.
346. Does not the line pass through a large area of land that will never be benefited by the Tweed River ?
•X

Consequently, it would benefit a certain portion of the district ? Certainly.
And would open.out a portion of the district at present sealed up ? Yes.
In that way it would be an advantage ? Yes.
And would lead to increased cultivation ? A hundred-fold. ’
And thereby be getting traffic for itself ? Yes.

2 («)-B
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Hr. J. Marks. 352. So, after all, you would not like to see the Tweed Biver left out of a railway scheme, for the simple 
f—reason that a railway would open up the country ? Yes, for some considerable distance from the river, 

21 Nov., 1889. Tjyhiah the river would hardly give communication. _
353. Personally, it would not he quite so much benefit ? I do not think so. .
354. It would benefit a large portion of the country practically closed up at the present time . Yes.
355. Mr. Garrard.] In your opinion for what distance on either side of the river would the land be 
benefited by improvements made on the river? With good roads people would bring their produce 10, 15
and 20 miles. _ , , ii
356. All your interest is above Murwillumbah ? My personal interest is. Our family own property all
over the district. it it
357. Is the river as navigable to your place ?„s to Murwillumbah ? Yes. I may say that I am largely 
interested in the timber industry, and when bringing rafts down you have an excellent opportunity for 
finding out the shoals. A raft will come from 3 miles above my property to the heads as well as from any 
part of the river. There are two or three narrow bars across the river of gravel and sand.
358. They can be removed ? They can be removed by dredging. The Company had a small dredge some 
years ago and improved the wmrst of them.
359. Supposing the river were not improved, and the railway were constructed, would the timber be
sent by it? No. I think the timber would always go by water. _ _
360. Notwithstanding the flats and the bad entrance ? Yes. I do not think a railway could possibly carry
timber to another part and allow us to pay freight from there to Sydney or to Melbourne. We could not 
do it as cheaply as we can ship timber from the Tweed. _ _ .
36!. So that in computing the trade of the district if we take timber as one-third we can wipe that off 
because none of it would go by the railway ? I do not think so.
362. Do you think that the railway wmuld be used down to the Bichmond for other produce, or only to a 
port at Byron Bay ? A good port at Byron Bay would do good.
363. Suppose there were no port at Byron Bay ? Then we should have to fall back on our present means
of communication. _
364. So if there were no port at Byron Bay the railway would not be used ? I think so. I think the
additional freight would be quite as much as we pay under the present circumstances. _
365. Your evidence tends to showT that this railway is likely to be a white elephant ? Only as far as this
district is^ concerned. There are larger areas further back from the banks which would be largely benefited 
by the construction of the railway. ,
366. Your argument wmuld be to improve the river, making Murwillumbah the metropolis, and running the
line out 30 miles to bring produce into the fiver ? No. What I mean is that the water communication 
will be sufficient. .
367. Bor the district tapped by the Tweed Biver, 15 miles on either side ? Yes, only for the Tweed Biver.
368. Supposing the river were improved would people 30 miles south come to the Tweed rather than go
to the Bichmond ? No, because the Bichmond wmuld be always better than the Tweed. _ _
369. Would it not be cheaper to take produce 20 miles than 60 miles? It is not 60 miles. 50 miles will 
take you to any port on the Bichmond from the Upper Tweed.
370. You know the surveyed route ? I think so—-pretty well.
371. You think it the best route that could be obtained ? I think that it would tap as large an area of
good country as it is possible to obtain. _
372. Do you think that the divergence to the coast at Byron Bay was only for the purpose of reaching 
Byron Bay, or was it to avoid some range ? I think it was for the purpose of touching Byron Bay.
373. Only for that ? I think so. _
374. Is there any difficulty as far as you can see in taking a more direct course to Lismore ? There is a 
difficulty if you keep too far from the coast. Keeping too far in you will strike the high range.
375. If the people 30 miles south of the Tweed had railway communication to its navigable waters, would 
it not pay them better to take their produce 30 miles than 40 miles to Lismore by this route ? The 
difference for 10 miles would be more than made up by the difference of freight if improvements were 
made to each river. The Bichmond would always be better than ours.
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FRIDAY, 22 NOVEMBER, 1889.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Murwillumbah, at 3 p.m.

flrmttt:—
JOSEPH PALMEB ABBOTT, Esq. (Chairman).

Jacob Garrard, Esq. | Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Bailway from Grafton to the Tweed.

C. O. Burge, Esq., District Engineer, Bailway Department, sworn, and examined: —
C. O. Burge, 376. Mr. Garrard.] What is your position in the Public Service ? District engineer in the Eailway 

Esq. Department.
n 377. Have you been in charge of the survey of the proposed line from Grafton to the Tweed ? No ;

22 Nov., 1889. but J have been sent to revise it I have travelled over the whole portion from Grafton to Byron Bay,
and have spent 21 months upon it.
378. Have you made any alterations in the survey ? Several.
379. Are there any surveyors in the field now who are commissioned to lay out the line ? Yes.
380. Where ? Mr. Lloyd at the Brunswick, Mr. Caswell, on the alternative coast line, and Mr. Wilkins 
between this and the Brunswick.
381. Do I understand you that there is still a surveyor on what is called the alternative coast line ? Yes.
382. I thought that that line had been discarded altogether ? I do not know.
383. On what portion of the alternative line is a surveyor engaged ? I could point it out on the plan. It 
is a little south-west of Norrey’s Head, about li miles.
384. Where are the other surveyors engaged ? One is engaged at Burringbar, and another, Mr. Lloyd,
is close to the Brunswick. 385.



381

385. On what route ? On the inland route. C. O. Burge,
386. On what we may take as the permanently surveyed route ? From the Brunswick to 
Neither routes are permanently surveyed.
387. He is on the route from Murwillumbah to Byron Bay, and thence to the Richmond ?
Wilkins, Mr. Caswell, and Mr. Lloyd are on that.
388. You have only gone over that portion of the line between Grafton and Byron Bay? Yes ; I have 
been along the coast line.
389. You have not been on the route we are now considering—from Byron Bay to Murwillumbah ? No, 
though I have passed along the road.
390. You can give us no information about it? I am not prepared to do so, because I have not had time.
391. Are there any surveyors in the field who could give us information about it? I do not think more 
than I could.
392. But someone must have been over it ? As far as the line goes thev could give you information.
393. Who ? Mr. Wilkins, on the inland line. "
391. Either of the gentlemen on the inland line can give information about the road between Mufwil- 
lumbah and Byron Bay ? Yes.
395. You personally know nothing of the line between Byron Bay and Murwillumbah? Yes.
396. Not of the inland line ? No.
397. Do you know the coast line ? Yes.
398. Is the surveyor on that line continuing his work ? Yes. .
399. With what object ? I cannot say: I am not instructing him. I have only been over it to see if it 
can be improved.
400. Have you conferred with the Queensland authorities as to the terminal point on their border ? Yes.
401. Have they decided upon it ? They only pointed out to me the position of their projected line : that
was to the Tweed Heads. _
402. That is the only one they have at present in mind ? That is all.
403. They have no idea of reaching the border nearly due north of Murwillumbah ? No.
404. Do you know anything of the country between Murwillumbah and the Gap? No. I was going to
examine it, but I have not had time. ’ .
405.. How did you come here ? From Nerang, by coach.
406. Does the coach go over the Gap —the lowest portion of the range ? I do not know. I have only 
been twice over there, and have not examined the country.
407. Have you had any conversation with the Queensland surveyors as to the probable point of piercing
that range ? No ; because the Queensland surveyors are now waiting at the Tweed Heads for the purpose 
of examining the range. *
408. You purpose going along the range for some distance ? Yes.
409. What is the ruling gradient along the coast line ? I think 1 in 60. It is hardly in a sufficient 
state of advancement to decide on these matters, because the section has not been taken. We can only 
estimate.
410. What is the nature of the country through which it passes ? It is marshy.

•411. Have you passed over the.country between Coolangatta and Southport? No. •
412.. Have you any knowledge of the country between Byron Bay and Murwillumbah on what you call 
the inland line ? No ; except what I gathered from going along the road.
413. Can you give us any idea of the country ? It appeared to me to be very rough.
414. Rougher than the coast line ? Far rougher. .
415. Is it better land ? It appears to me that there is a good deal of land to be drained between the two 
lines. It is very rough on the road.
416. You anticipate a severer grade on the inland line than on the coast line ? Yes.
417. And it will be much more expensive in construction ? Yes. I should say that only from looking 
at it—very much more.
418. Have you any men on your staff here? No; I have none here. The material for my evidence
is scarcely ready ; it is hardly in a-sufficiently advanced state. '
419. Chairman.} You have no plans or sections ? No. They are not out of the surveyors hands yet.
420. Mr. G-arrard.} You have seen the tracings of the proposed line—the inland line ? Yes. .
421. You have not followed that route right down to Byron Bay ? Only a short piece down near the 
Brunswick ; this side of the Brunswick.
422. You are only familiar with the coast line from Brunswick Bay ? That is all. I have been
commissioned to go over it; but I have not had time. It was understood when I left Sydney that you 
were coming from the other end. If you had done that I should have had time to nrepare all this 
information before you arrived here. "
423. Chairman.} How long will it be before you get it ? A fortnight.
424. Mr. Garrard.} You made no alterations in Mr. Caswell’s survey? No.
425. What is he doing —permanently staking ? The only alteration I should make would be at the Tweed 
River ; but it is a mere trifle.
426. Where does it join the Tweed ? At Cudgen.
427. The country between Cudgen and the Brunswick is swampy? I cannot speak as to its quality, 
because I am not a sufficiently good judge. Mr. Caswell tells me that he has taken frequent levels there 
in connection with the line, and that most of it is easily drained and perfectly level.

' MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—KAILWAT FROM GRAFTON TO THE TWEED. 11

the Tweed.

Yes; Mr. 2-2Not’’1889-

Oswald Gordon Morton, Esq., Road Superintendent, sworn, and examined :—
428. Mr. Lee.} What is your position in the Government Service ? Road Superintendent. O. G-.
429. How long have you been in the district ? Two and a half years. Morton, Esq.
430. Where were you before you came here ? At Mudgee. z
431. Your knowledge of the district is confined to the last two and a half years ? Yes. 22 N°v., 1889.
432. How far does your district extend ? Southwards to Byron Bay, and thence along the land district
boundary to a point about 15 miles due west from the Brunswick. 433.
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. O. a. 433. To the Queensland border P North to the Queensland border, and thence to the Tweed Heads
Morton, Esq. a]ong that border. ^ ,i m j n. j- i -

434. Do you know anything of the proposed line of railway between Grafton and the Tweed—that portion
22 ^.-l889'0f tt within your district? Yes ; I have seen two marked lines. . ,

435. Will you give me some information as to the road expenditure on that portion of the country and 
in your district per annum ? Starting from Byron Bay as far as my district goes there is an expenditure 
towards the Brunswick of £50 a mile for 9 miles of road—that is along the main road to Lismore. io 
join that road from Byron Bay there is a road strikes from the hay m a line about due west, on winch
there is an expenditure of £50 a mile for 5 miles. j-.-iomi. j.
436. Will you give me the total amount spent per annum on the roads within your district P ihe amount
per annum spent on scheduled roads is £7,540. . . „ ... ,
437 Chairman.] Is your road district the same as the police district ? Very nearly the same. The amount 
I have mentioned is confined to the district of which I have charge, including special votes for special 
circumstances the amount reaches £12,170. On the main road, keeping along the proposed railway line, 
the expenditure is above £1,500 a year. _
438. How many miles ? Twenty-five—a little over. ■ . ,. . ,i-
439. And special votes for the bridges ? Yes. The special votes for the bridges in tins district this year
will be about £500 along that road. _ j- • to xr
440. Mr. Lee.] 1 want information respecting the whole of your district. a es- . . . j o xr
441 Will the roads you have mentioned act as feeders to the proposed railway it it is constructed . Yes ; 
very much so for the settlement about the Brunswick and along the main road. The branch roads leading 
from the settlement on the various creeks will tap this land. , • t , • , -j- ^
442. lu your opinion will it be necessary to increase the number of roads in this district it some other
means oi’communication are not provided ? Decidedly so. . „
443. On what do you base that opinion ? From the amount of settlement, and the very mdinereut means
for getting to market, or to the various shipping ports, through dense scrubs, which in wet weather 
become almost impassable. The roads must he pushed out as settlement advances, and it has been doing 
that very rapidly since I have been here. ^
444 Had you to construct roads to any particular part? Yes. Up to the head of this river, and to 
the head of the Brunswick, and several branch roads striking off from the main road from here to the 
Brunswick in a. westerly direction along the creeks. -
445. What is the state of your roads in wet weather ? Bad. . „
446. Notwithstanding that there is £50a mile spenton them? It does not keep them m order for heavy tramc.
447. What does the traffic consist of ? Principally timber drawing. Lately they have been carrying
maize and produce to and from the selections. .
448. Prom what you can see in your travels about the country, are you impressed with the idea that the 
settlement is of a bona fide character ? Decidedly.
449. Not of a speculative character ? No.
450. The men who come iu to take up the land do so for the purpose of making bona fide homes.
carrying out good improvements and spending money. ■ j- t> j
451. Holding that opinion you feel justified in asking the Commissioner for Eoads
expenditure of large sums in the district ? -Yes. _ _ .
452. Do you know anything of the proposed terminal site at Murwillumbah ?
453. Can you give the Committee any information as to whether it is suffi _ 
majority of people in the .locality—is the site a good one ? Yes, I think it is.
454. You have been over the ground? I have. _ _
455. So far as you know, the site selected by the railway surveyors is a suitable one ?
456. Do you know of any local objection to it? I have heard of none.
457. Have you spent much money on your roads between here and the Queensland border .
spend about £500 annually. . . .
458. Is there much traffic between here and Queensland ? Not of a heavy description. It is passenger
traffic principally in'coaches.
459. What about the produce of the district ? It does not go to Queensland.
460. What is the principal outlet for the people of the district ? At present it is by the river; but that
is so bad that it is hardly an outlet at all. '
461. The only outlet is the river ? Yes. _
462. Your duties take you very much through the district? Yes. _ _
463. That gives you a good opportunity of seeing the land all through the district ? Yes.
464. What is it generally ;—is it all good land ? The greater part of it is really good rich scrub land.
There are barren ranges, but they are not very extensive. _ . . .
465. To occupy and bring under cultivation the lands in this district requires, I suppose, some amount of
capital ? It does. _
466. Chairman.] Do you know the lands near Mudgee or Maitland ? Yes.
467. Is the land here as good as that or better ? • It is as good, and, for the greater part, better.
468. Are the river and creek fiats as good as, or better than, the Hunter Biver flats ? I should say that
they were about as good, as far as I could judge. _ . ' .
469. Is there a very large extent of this good land ;—is the larger'portion of the land in the district 
good ? Yes.
470. You know the line from here to Byron Bay? Yes. ^
471. Is there good land on that route—I mean the coast route ? No, not to as great an extent as on the

■ other line.
472. Does the line Horn here, past the Brunswick to Byron Bay, go through generally good country ? Yes.
473. Most of it alienated ? Yes. _
474. Have the people on that line any means of getting their produce to market so as to give them a profit
on it? I should say little or none. _
475. There is no encouragement to the bulk of those settlers to go on developing the land themselves, or

■ to let it to other people in the district? No.. 1 should think very little of it wmuld let on anything like 
reasonable terms.
476. Por want of a market ? Yes.
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Edward Acres Barrington, Esq., Acting Clerk of Petty Sessions, sworn, and examined :—
476^. Chairman?^ What are you ? Acting Clerk of Petty Sessions and Land Agent. Mr. E. A.
477. How long have you been here ? About ten months. arrington.
477A Were you here before you entered upon your duties ? Never. 22 188g
478. Are you pretty well acquainted with the land district ? No, I know very little about it, except ’’ '
what knowledge I get from the performance of my duties.
479. Has much conditional purchase been going on since you came here ? Since I have been here more 
conditional purchases have been taken up than in any previous year under the Act of 1884. You could 
soon see by looking at the register.
480. You have been here all this year? I came here on the 19th March. Up to the 14th November 
there were ninety-eight conditional purchases taken up in the district, as against seventy-three in 1888 and 
forty in 1887.
481. Could you from memory say whether the conditional purchases taken up in 1889 were small or large ?
I could not say ; they would vary considerably. I should say there were about an equal number of original 
conditional purchases and additional conditional purchases. They would average about 200 acres, I should say.
482. Can you say from memory whether much of this land has been transferred from the holders to other 
people ? I have the book here.
483. They start in 1886 with fifty-six transfers, and they run from that up to 621 on the 22nd November 
this year. Although so many transfers appear to have been made, the land may have only passed to and 
from ? Yes.
484. Erom one man to another, just for temporary accommodation, and back again—this is no true indi
cation of the traffic in land ? The register is the only thing that I have to go by.
485. It is no indication that the land has been parted with by the original owners ? There is no guarantee 
of that, unless it is transferred as an absolute sale.
486. That does not appear in the transfers ? The stamp duty is the only indication I have of it.
487. You can say generally that the people in the district are not transferring their land—selling 
absolutely ? I should say not.

Erancis Asbury Halliday, Esq., Manager A.J.S. Bank, Murwillumbah; sworn, and examined:—
488. Chairman.~\ What are you ? Manager of the A.J.S. Bank.
489. Have you been here long? Nearly twenty months.
490. Have you seen much of the Tweed Biver land district ? In and about the neighbourhood 
Murwillumbah, and up the various arms and creek I have seen a bit.
491. What have you to tell the Committee ?. When I came here from the Clarence it struck me 
wonderful that there was such a small amount of cultivation on the river. Upon making inquiries I found 
that that was due to the fact that the people had no facilities for getting their produce away. The land 
here is equally adapted for growing maize and other products.
492. Is it as good as that on the Clarence ? As far as I could judge.
493. How long were you on the Clarence ? About nine years.
494. You say that the lands here are as good as those on the Clarence for growing'maize ? I believe so.
495. Seeing so little produced you began to ask the reason for it? Yes.
496. What did you generally hear ? That the producers could not get their stuff away. I know that 
when we opened our branch and I was sent over here not a steamer came in for six weeks. On the 
Clarence Biver the farmers can make it pay better than they can here by taking advantage of a sudden rise 
in the market. The agents would telegraph up that there was a rising market, and as many as
1,000 bags would go down and catch the market at 4s. a bushel. Here it might be a month or six weeks 
before they could get their maize away. As for sending pigs, calves, eggs, or anything of that sort, it is 
an impossibility. All these things are sent from the Clarence Biver, and swell the profits of the farmers.
497. Do you think that if a railway were constructed from here to the Bichmond it would be used by the 
farmers in that district, assuming that the Bichmond Biver always has a good entrance ? I believe we would 
send it to the Bichmond if our own river was not opened; but it is not to the Bichmond that we are looking.
498. You are looking to a port at Byron Bay—but suppose you do not get. it? Then we will go for 
an entrance to our own river. There is a certain amount of jealousy between the rivers.
499. What I want to know from you is whether, if a breakwater is not constructed at Byron Bay, this 
railway, if taken to the Bichmond or Clarence, will be used by the farmers ? Provided our bar is as it is 
now we should be bound to use it.
500. You would only use it when you were forced to do so ? We should use which ever was the most rapid.
501. Even if your bar were a good bar, do you not think that if the railway were constructed to a certain 
port on the Bichmond Biver the settlers would use it to take advantage of rising markets, as they do on 
the Clarence ? Between here and the Bichmond the railway is bound to open up the country, and the 
people will have to use it.
502. Do you know the country at all ? I have simply been through it, that is all.
503. Is it good country ? As far as I can judge, a great part of it is good. _
501. If a breakwater were constructed at Byron Bay, do you think that the traffic of the whole district— 
you would not get it from the Tweed Biver Heads, of course—would be sent to Byron Bay ? Anything 
you wanted to send away speedily-—any perishable article, I believe, would go that way. A good deal 
depends 'on the freights.
505. The freights would depend, I suppose, a good deal on the cost of construction—do you know whether 
the district has been developing at all largely since you have been here, or is it at a standstill ? It has 
not done so as much, as it should, and so long as we are as we are I do not see how it can make rapid 
strides. Erom the Clarence Biver they only pay Is. 3d. a bag for corn.
506. Eour bushels ? Yes. Here we have to pay 2s. 6d.
507. That is the transit to Sydney ? Yes. •
508. They have a certain outlet at Is. 3d., while you have no cerlain outlet ? Yes. That is not the only 
thing. They can take advantage of the accessories to farming—eggs, fowls, pigs, and calves, and those 
sorts of things. They would constitute about one-third of the income of a farmer on the Clarence Biver.
509. I suppose to get a farm under cultivation would be pretty expensive ? I cannot say from personal 
experience ; but I think it would cost £10 an acre to clear it and get it under cultivation.
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Mr. Alexander Eastliauffe, storekeeper, Murwillumbah, sworn, and examined:
510. Mr. Garrard.'] "What is your occupation? Storekeeper at present.
511. In Murwillumbah ? Yes.
612. How long have you resided there ? About four years.
513. Have you been longer in the district than that ? No.
514. Where were you residing prior to coming here ? In Queensland.
515. Have you an intimate knowledge of the district ? Yes ; I have been over 
51G. How far south ? To the Richmond and Olarence.
517. And of course up to the Border ? Yes.
518. Do you know the route of the proposed railway line between here and 
mond ? Not exactly along the surveyed line; but I know the country.
519. Do you know the alternative route on the coast? No.
520. Do you know anything at all of the coast land ? Only at the Tweed heads.
521. You have no knowledge of the character of the country between the Tweed Heads and Byron Bay ? 
No.
522. You have a fair knowledge of the country between Murwillumbah and Byron Bay ? Yes.
523. Is it good country ? Yes.
524. Equal to that which we see here ? Yes. A great deal of it is scrub-land—what we term first-class 
scrub-land.
525. This was scrub-land about here ? Yes.
526. The character of the country there is similar ? It is very similar.
527. Where do you get your stores from now ? Erom Sydney.
528. Via the Tweed ? Yes.
529. Is that the only way in which you can get them ? Yes.
530. What does it cost to bring a ton here ? The freight, with the exception of flour, 20s., ranges from 
25s. to 55s. per ton.
531. Erom Sydney delivered at the wharf here ? Yes. Then there is the additional expense for 
insurance.
'532. What does that come to—it is very small on a ton of goods, I suppose ? It is reckoned on the 
money value.
533. Do you know what it costs the Lismore people ? I could not say positively ; but I have been told 
that it is about 15s.
534. As against your 40s. ? I have paid up to 55s. for carriage
535. Would you take an average of 35s. ? Erom 35s. to 40s.
536. And the average on the Richmond would be about 15s. ? I could not say positively ; but I 
believe so.
537. If it costs you 15s. a ton to take your goods to Lismore you would be in the same position as you are 
in now ? About the same. . There is a great difficulty in getting goods from Sydney. It sometimes takes 
fourteen days or three weeks. If we do not happen to get the order in just as the steamer is leaving it 
may mean several weeks.
538. Then it would be profitable to you to pay an increased freight if you could get your goods regularly ? 
Yes.
539. I suppose the delay in receiving goods necessitates your keeping a larger stock ? Yes.
540. Consequently money is lying idle ? Yes, and very often through running out we may miss a sale.
541. What is the longest time after ordering goods in Sydney that you have been before receiving them ? 
I could not speak positively, but about five weeks.
542. What is the ordinary time ? From ten days to a fortnight from ordering until the receipt comes.
543. If a railway was constructed between this and the deeper waters south of Byron Bay or the 
Richmond, how long do you estimate it would take you to get your goods in, supposing Lismore were 
your port ? About four days.
544. It would pay you to get them from there because you would have to keep less stock ? It would be
profitable even if you had to pay more freight. .
545. From how far down the river do you think the people would use the railway ? With the present 
state of the navigation of the river, no doubt they would avail themselves of the rail-carriage and water- 
carriage all the way down; but if the river were improved a great many would still send their produce by it.
546. Do you not think that there are sufficient facilities for water carriage now to supply the wants of 
people 15 miles up ? I think that, because of the uncertain state of the river navigation now, a great 
deal of land that could be cultivated is lying idle.
547. Which do you think would be better for the district—improved water-carriage, or a railway to the 
Richmond ? Improved water-carriage would no doubt assist the residents on the banks, or close to the 
banks, but a great deal of country between here and the Richmond would be certain to use the railway.
548. Suppose you had 10 feet of water on the bar and on the river flats, how far do you suppose the 
people in a southerly direction would make use of the river—10, 15, or 20 miles ? I think only 2, 3, or 
4 miles.
549. You do not think that an improvement of the river would open up the country more than 3 or 4 
miles from its banks ? With good roads they might come in a greater distance.
550. There would be a considerable amount of land between here and the Brunswick which the - improve
ment to the river would not affect ? Yes, a great deal.
551. And which would only be served by the railway ? I think so.
552. Do you get any goods from Queensland ? No.
553. Do you know if any of the goods brought to this river come from Queensland ? I have known
small quantities of goods to be brought from Queensland.
554. Is there not a vessel regularly trading between Brisbane and the river ? No. There was a steamer 
in the timber trade.
555. For exports, not imports ? Yes.
556. The export of timber is a considerable item in the produce of the district? Yes.
557. Do you think it at all likely that any of the timber would go by railway ? I think that very little
log timber, if any, would go from here by railway. It is possible that with the establishment of mills
sawn timber would go that way. 558.

a good portion of it. 
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558. The log timber would still be floated down the river ? Yes. Mr.
559. It does not matter to a man on a raft whether he is a week or two getting down ? They seem to be ®as*'kauffe. (
satisfied with that progress. /----
560. Do you know whether the timber in the district is giving out? The distance which they have ^•^ov->-*-889. •
draw it is becoming greater, but I think that there is a considerable quantity of timber in the district
still.
561. Do you think, if the Kichmond were your port, that any sawn timber would go by railway? I 
think so.
562. Instead of its going by log, much of it would be sent down in that way? In supplying orders time 
is a great object, and no doubt much of it would go that way.
563. Can you give us the tonnage of general merchandise that comes to this township from outside ports 

Sydney, for instance—in a year ? N'o. The “ Karuah ” is the principal boat that brings supplies—in
fact, she is the only regular trader with merchandise. Her tonnage is about eighty. She makes a trip 
every ten days or a fortnight. Sometimes, when the bar is silted up, she is longer. Just now the bar is 
good, and she is making trips about every ten days. <
564. Does she come full every time ? I could not say.
565. Then the railway, if constructed, would have to depend upon 80 tons of goods this way in a fort
night ? I think that if a railway were constructed a great deal more land would be put under crop.
566. But if the railway were constructed now all it would have to bring would be 80 tons in a fort
night ? People cannot grow produce now.
567. But, supposing the railway were running now, all the traffic it would have would be 80 tons a fort
night? I suppose so. In addition to that there is sugar; but the principal part of it goes by sailing 
boats.
568. Of the inward goods the railway ivould have to bring only 80 tons iu a fortnight ? That is
merchandise. (
569. The cost of this line will be £198,000;—80 tons a fortnight would not pay interest on that ? "With 
the construction of a line the increase would be tenfold in our immediate neighbourhood.
570. You think that if the railway is to pay there will be more obtained from the exports of the district 
than from the imports ? The increased population necessary to cultivate the land would require a con
siderable amount more merchandise.
571. Is not the best land in the district alienated? No ; there is a considerable quantity unalienated.
572. Is it a fact that individuals hold very large areas,—1,000 or 1,200 acres each. There are cases of that 
kind.
573. Do you not think that that is a very large area for people to own ? I think it is too large.
574. If you had the power, would you burst some of them up ? I think that such an area is too large for 
a man to hold.
575. "What do you think would be sufficient to make a living out of? For cultivating, I think 40 acres 
would be plenty.
576. Chairman.'] I suppose that is as much as most men can afford to bring into cultivation? A great 
deal is put under grass because we are not able to get produce away.
577. You are clearly of opinion that if railway facilities were given it would add very much to the increase 
of population in this district ? I quite believe that.
578. Do you think that the people would take their goods to the Bichmond if there were no port at Byron 
Bay ? I do not think that the bulk of the goods would go that way. I think we look to Byron Bay 
a good deal as our outlet, together with the construction of this line.
579. We are to consider then that, unless the Byron Bay breakwater is constructed, it is of no use to con
struct the railway ? That would be just for our neighbourhood. .
580. For every place north of the Brunswick it would be the same ? The distance becomes shorter as you
go south. They have no other outlet, and would have to avail themselves of the railway, while we have 
the river. '
581. It is about 30 miles from here to Byron Bay ? About 30,—a little over.
582. And about double that distance to Lismore ? It is not that by the road ; that is by the railway.
583. What is the distance by road ? You can get to Lismore under 50 miles.
584. By buggy ? No ; the buggy road would be longer than that.
585. By way of Byron Bay ? By that way it would not be less than 60 miles.
586. The road you speak of takes a more direct course—is there a steeper grade ? Yes.
587. Is it good land through which it passes ? Yes, all round the ranges. i
588. Are you engineer enough to say whether the line could be taken that way ? No.
589. You know the line which comes down to Byron Bay ? Yes.
590. Do you think that the reason for taking it so near the coast was to avoid any natural difficulty, or
merely to bring it within touch of Byron Bay ? I think a good deal to avoid the ranges to the westward. ’
It would be necessary to come down there to avoid the ranges.
591. And there was a secondary consideration—the probability of getting stuff away by Byron Bay?
That is my opinion. "
592. Mr. Lee.] Are the Committee to understand that 80 tons of goods a week supply the large population 
of this district ? The steamer is 80 tons register; but no doubt she often brings more than that.
■593. Are there not sailing vessels trading here ? Yes.
594. Do they bring merchandise ? Not a great deal. The principal part comes by the steamer.
595. What is the population of the Tweed District ? I really could not say.
596. There is almost a complete absence of maize in this district—is the land unsuitable for the cultivation
of maize ? No ; it will grow. • •
597. Why is it not cultivated, then ? There is a difficulty about getting it to market. Last year the
farmers were arranging to charter a boat and take it to Brisbane themselves, so as to be able to send it
away when they wanted.
598. The alternative crop would be sugar ? Yes.
599. If the land were not good enough for sugar, what would they do ? They could put it under grass
and use it for dairying. ,
600. I am speaking of crops ? I could hardly tell you what crop they would put in.

601.
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601. Maize is the staple product, and then comes sugar ; after that they go in for dairying ? I think the
soil would grow anything that you put into it. _
602. I want to ascertain how it is that they cannot grow maize on the river ? There is the difficulty of 
getting it to market.
603. You say that in consequence of the difficulty of despatching maize to market the farmers have
given up growing it as a bad job ? Yes, several of them have. _ _
604. Is there much land cultivated away from the river banks ? Not a very great quantity. The principal 
cultivation is around the river banks and near the creeks.
605. Is there much land suitable for cultivation ? A considerable quantity not alienated yet.
606. Why is the land not cultivated ? There is the difficulty of getting the produce away. There is the 
road traffic, and then the uncertainty of getting the produce away by river.
607. Is there much cultivation between here and the Brunswick ? At present there is not. They are
putting down grass, that is what the land is principally used for between here and the Brunswick, after 
you leave the rivers. .
608. They do not cultivate maize or sugar, because they could not get it to market? They only cultivate 
sugar where they can get the river-carriage.
609. The river is very little use to the settlers for getting their produce to market ? With the exception 
of those just on the banks, and they grow sugar principally.
610. We can see that the river banks are cultivated, and we can see that the river is the nearest and 
eaisest way to market for the people living near it, but you have told us of rich lands at the back ;—does the 
river offer a medium for getting produce away from those lands ? Certainly not.
611. Consequently they are not tilled? Yes.
612. Would the railway benefit those people ? Yes.
613. Would they be able to pay the ordinary railway freights, and still send produce to market ? I think
so. Having a port, large steamers could take the produce, so that the freights by them would be less, 
and the expense of railway carriage would not be anything like that which we have to bear now, while there 
would be no uncertainty about getting the produce away. •
614. You wish to impress upon the Committee that some more regular and more secure means of outlet 
is required for the district than you already have ? Decidedly.
615. Which would you suggest. As a resident, which do you consider is the best outlet ? Interests are 
so divided. Those on the banks would say the river.
616. You must take a wider view. I am speaking of the whole district ? I think the railway would be 
serviceable to a great number.
617. It would serve the greater number of people ? Taking into consideration the certainly of getting 
produce away, no doubt the railway would serve the greater number.
618. You arc of opinion that the railway would be the best and most certain means of opening up the 
district ? Yes.
619. The next is, what about a port. If Byron Bay were made a suitable and safe harbour, capable of 
berthing vessels of large tonnage, would it serve the requirements of the district? Together with the 
railway.
620. lam speaking of a railway in conjunction with it? Certainly.
621. If the port were constructed, would it answer the requirements of the people living between this and 
the Brunswick ? Yes.
622. AVould the people residing at the head of the river be likely to use that line instead of the casual 
river traffic ? I think so, largely.
623. Is dairy-farming increasing in the district ? Yes ; but it is in its infancy. It has hardly started yet.
624. To dairy-on a large scale I presume a quick market must be found for the produce ? Yes. I have
brought dowm butter and dairy produce, and have had to throw it away, because I could not get it to 
market at a price that would pay me. .
625-6. You wmuld hardly like to put 2 or 3 tons into the steamer and let it lie inside the bar for a 
week ? No.
627. If dairying is to be carried on in the district there must be a quick market ? Yes.
628. The river will never give you an outlet ? I do not think so.
629. AVould the railway ? I think so. No doubt there would be many coasting-boats that would take 
away the produce.
630. Byron Bay, although 30 miles from Murwillumbah, is as close as the Tweed Heads? Yes, it is 
almost.
631. And you wmuld be within an hour and a half of that port ? Yes.
632. AYouldyou be likely to get your goods up that way? Yes, to a great extent—almost all of them, 
I think.
633. You, like most business men, find that the great delay in obtaining goods leads to loss of business ?
Yes. - '
634. And in consequence of the uncertainty of the steamer you do not enter into speculations in the
district—to buy grain or other things, which you would otherwise be likely to do ? It is not possible 
as things are at present. .
635. You know a good many of the farmers and settlers about here;—are their holdings of a bond fide 
character, or are they dummies ? I do not know of any individual cases of dummying down here. AYe 
hear of selections being transferred occasionally.
636. Is the settlement bond fide? It is undoubtedly bond fide settlement, taken as a whole.
637. The land has been taken up by men who have improved it, and desire to make a living for themselves 
and a home for their children after them ? Yes.
638. Do you know the site chosen for the terminal point of the line ? Yes.
639. Is it a suitable one ? Yes.
640. Is it accessible to the people of the district ? I think so.
641. Have any meetings been held in the town about it? No.
642. Has there been any agitation at any time ? No.
643. The people are satisfied that it will be within easy range, and suitable for all requirements ? Yes. 
641. Do you own any land on the route ? I am sorry to say that I do not.
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644y. Chairman.'] Do you think it likely that the settlers through whose land the railway will pass will be Mr. 
willing to give the land required by the Government free of charge ? I could hardly answer that question •4- Easthauffe. 
now. r—~-r——n
645. I understand that you are one of the Committee formed in the district for the purpose of putting 1889.
evidence before this Committee. _ Do you not think that it would he a very potent argument in favour of
the line that the people were willing to give up the necessary land ; they would benefit more by the rail
way than any one else ? Tes ; I think the settlers in the majority of cases would only be too glad to give 
up the land. " .
646. What about the sympathy of this district—is it generally with Brisbane or with Sydney. Do you 
think the people would sooner go to Sydney than to Brisbane ? That would depend to a great extent 
upon the price obtained for produce.
647. Out in the west people never think of Sydney as the capital of New South Wales—does that feeling 
pervade this part of the Colony ? I do not think so. There is nothing done with Brisbane of any account.
648. Do you think it -would be possible to open up markets in the New England district from here ? I 
am not acquainted with the New England district. I should not like to say.

Mr. James Buchanan, farmer, sworn, and examined :—
649. Mr. Lee.] Where do you reside ? In South Murwillumbah. Mr. J.
650. What is your occupation ? I am a farmer. Buchanan.
651. What is the extent of your holding ? A little over 1,000 acres. —s
652. Do you desire to give evidence before this Committee ? Tes. 22 Nov., 1889.
658. What is it P All I have to say is, that I believe that a railway from here to the Bichmond would be
of great [benefit to the district—more so if Byron Bay were made a port. I believe the land in the Tweed 
district is capable of growing anything—crops, fruit, and grass. I think that no district in New South 
Wales will, m proportion, carry a larger population than this will, and I know a little of New South Wales.
654. Where were you residing before you came here—in what portion of the Colony ? I have resided in 
different parts. I have resided on the Clarence, in New England, in parts of Queensland, parts of 
Victoria, and parts of New Zealand.
655. How long have you been living in this district ? About fourteen years.
656. Consequently you are in a position to speak as to the general progress of the district? Tes.
657. Has the population increased very much during that period? Tes; I suppose more than three or 
four fold since I have been here.
658. What is the nature of the settlement ? It is lond-Jide settlement.
659. Of a permanent character ? Tes. I do not think there is any in New South Wales more so.

Tou, in common with other settlers in the district, are anxious to have some outlet for your produce ?

661. Tou think that the proposed railway would give you the necessary relief ? I think so.
662. Tou think that if you were able to ship your produce at Byron Bay that would be a still greater 
advantage ? I think it would he the making of the district.
663. Supposing the Clarence were converted into a good and safe port at all times, would you be able to 
send your produce there for shipment—a distance of 140 miles ? It would only be a very small quantity of
goods. Some perishable goods might go that way, but not the bulk of the produce. -
664. Wopld you be able to send grain that distance ? I think not, unless the railway freight were very cheap.
665. Tou do not look upon the extension of the railway to Grafton as being of much advantage to you
or consider Grafton is your port ? No ; I do not look on Grafton as our port. ° ’
666. Tou look for a port nearer home? We look for a port at Byron Bay. There would be a great 
amount of perishable goods—butter, fowls, eggs, and pigs sent to the Bichmond if a port were not made 
at Byron Bay ; but we should prefer a nearer port.
667. Would Byron Bay serve all the upper portions of the Tweed ? I think it would.
668. The distance is about 32 miles ? Tes. ‘
669. Do you produce any maize ? Tes. ' '
670. Much of it ? In some seasons. I have lost a great deal by it.
671. In what way ? I have shipped it at the wharf, but the vessel has had to lie inside the Tweed Heads, '
and by the time the maize has reached the market it has been damaged. That used to be more often the case 
when we sent it to Brisbane. I have had a telegram from Brisbane that maize was 4s. 9d. per bushel, and 
have shipped it within four days of the receipt of the telegram, but it has lain three weeks at the Tweed
Heads, and my return when it reached Brisbane has been Od. per bushel. .
672. Just describe the process of getting away 100 bags of maize. How far do you live from the Tweed ?
About i of a mile from Murwillumbah, and my property fronts the river.
673. How do you get to market? We bring the produce to the wharf on the river bank, and put it on
board a drogher, which goes to the Heads. It is then transhipped to the steamer, and sent to Svdnev 
The freight is 2s. 6d. a bag. J J-
674. With all those risks and uncertainties it is more than probable that you could send the same produce 
by rail from here to Byron Bay—32 miles—for less money, and with considerably less trouble ? Tes.
There would not be the same risk attached to it.
675. I suppose the return from your produce is a matter of moment to you? Tes.
676. And the sooner you get to market the sooner you get a return ? I sent produce to Sydnev some
thing like tw'o months ago, and I have had no return from it yet. *
677. Is that in consequence of the delay in transit ? Partly, and partly because of the dull market.
678. Have you any suggestions to make as to an improvement in the route between this and the 
Bichmond ? No, not that I am aware of, between Murwillumbah and the Bichmond.
679. As a lond-Jide settler of fourteen years standing, and holding 1,000 acres of land, you are strongly
of opinion that the railway is the proper means of opening up this district ? Tes.
680. Chairman.] What is the value of your land per acre ? That I could not say. There is some of it of 
great value, and some of it of but little value.
681. If you had to sell it, what would you ask for it, at the present time, all round ? All round it would
be difficult to say. I thin a about T4 an acre. Some of it I spent a deal of money on.
682. All round you would want £4 an acre for the 1,000 acres ? Tes.
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Mr- 683. How much of that is cleared and fit for cultivation at the present time ? Between 500 and 600 acres.
•T. Buchanan, jj. ^ no^. altogether fit for the plough, but the timber has been felled for a number of years, and fires have
22n'~A'""i889 ^een over if- There may be some stumps on it, and some logs. _

0V'’ ’ 684. All round what has it cost you an acre to clear. I suppose yours is fair average farming land?
Tes. I could not say exactly what it cost, but I have done a great deal with my own labour.
685. Tour own labour is worth money. If you had not been able to do it yourself you would have had to
pay someone else to do it for you. What do you think it has cost you all round per acre to bring your
land into the state in which it is at present ? I think from £6 to £8 an acre. That is what what is
felled has cost me.
686. Then you value the 1,000 acres at what it has cost you for the improvements—you expect to get 
£4 an acre all round, and £6 an acre for 500 acres would be £3,000 ? I do not know what I would get 
for it, but I am certain I would not get the same amount of improving for £6 an acre.
687. These lands are worth £4,000, and you -have no market for what you produce from them ? Com- .

■ paratively none.
688. If you were to cultivate the whole 1,000 acres you could not find a market for your produce ? I
could not cultivate it to pay. .
689. Then you could not find a market for your produce ? No. _
690. If a railway were made here, and you could get your stuff away quickly—dairying produce and
cereals—what do you think the land would be worth per acre ? I think it would be worth very nearly 
•double what it is now. _
691. £8 an acre ? Tes ; and I am certain that where I cultivate 1 acre now I could cultivate a great 
-deal more then.
692. Do you not think that, in the interest of the general public, you hold too much of the good land of
the district ? No ; I do not. I think that if every man in the district had improved his land as I have 
improved mine, the district would be in a very much more advanced state. _
693. "We have been told by some of the witnesses who have been examined before us that 40 acres is
plenty of land for a man to occupy. A man about Maitland gets a fortune from about 10 acres ? That 
may be, but he would not employ much hired labour on it. _ _
694. Does this railway go through your land? It does not touch any of my land, but it is near enough 
to satisfy me.
695. Would you be satisfied to give the Government the land that the railway would go through? I
should be very satisfied. _ _ .
696. -3D*. Garrard.~\ What have you got on the 500 acres that are fit for cultivation? I have 30 or 40 
acres under cultivation, and the rest under grass.
697. What is the nature of the cultivation ? Sugar cane, maize, and potatoes, and a little oats and hay.
698. Who takes your sugar ? The Colonial Sugar Co. _ _
699. The maize you send direct to Sydney ? I sell some of it on the river. I have sent maize to Bris
bane, but none to Sydney.
700. What about potatoes ? I can sell them on the river. I have grown as much as 10 tons of potatoes 
to the acre—two crops.
701. What do they charge a ton to take the potatoes to Sydney ? I have never sent them, but they would
be charged 2s. 6d. a bag. _
702. Do you know the nature of the country through which the proposed line passes ? I know the 
greater part of it.
703. Is it good, bad, or indifferent ? I should say that the bulk of it was good. _ _
704. Do you know the alternative line on the coast, running to Cudgen ? I know very little of it. I 
know from the Cudgen wharf to the settlement, but I was never along the coast side of the range.
705. What do you call the settlement—where the mill is ? Tes. _
706. Tou do not know anything of the country between there and the Brunswick ? No.
707. Do you think that the proposed line—the inner line—would serve a larger number of people or a 
larger area of land than the coast line would serve? Tes.
708. I suppose that if the coast line were constructed it would be of very little use to you ? No ; I have 

- land within mile of it, if it is continued to the Tweed Heads.
709. It would" be a benefit to that land ; but it would be of no benefit to your holding up here ? No.
710. If the terminus were at the south head of the Tweed, would it not pay to punt your produce down?
I could much more easily take it to the terminus here. ’
711. Supposing the coast line were adopted, and the terminus were at the south head of the Tweed, would 
you send your produce down the river iu order that it might go by railway—would it pay you to do that ?
I do not see how there could be a terminus at the south head of the Tweed. _ _
'712. There is a line having its terminal point at Murwillumbah, and another having its terminal point at 
the south head of the Tweed ; if it were decided to construct the latter, would you send your produce 
there in order to get it taken south ? It will all depend upon which was the cheapest. _ _
713. Do you think that if you had to send your stuff down to the Heads, you would rather put it into a 
vessel than send it down by the railway ? It would be a question of cheapness.
714. Tou know Terranora ? Tes-.
715. Do you think it at all likely that the people there would send their stuff down to the Tiveed Heads,
.and up again to Murwillumbah, if this were the terminus of the railway—would you do it ? Tes, with 
some class of goods. _
716. "What class ? Butter, cheese, and perishable goods that I wished to send aw'ay quickly.
717. Tou wmuld go down the river and up again 20 miles ? There are parts of Terranora that could come 
to the main river with going down the Twmed. There is a road from Tumbulgum to Chindcra.
718. Do you know anything about the terminal point at the other side of the river? Tes.
719. Do you think that it is a suitable place ? I do. _
720. How would the people on this side get to it—by having a bridge constructed over the river ? At 
the present time we use a punt.
721. Where is your land—on the other side? Tes.
722. Is there more trade on the other side than there is on this ? There is more cultivation at the present 
time on the other side. I do not know what it could be.
723. Is the country between here and the border—the Macpherson range—good country ? Tes ; some 
of it is very good.

18 PAELIAHENTABY STANDING- COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOBKS.

Edwin



MIHUTES OF ETIDEJTCE—BAELWAT FEOM GEAFTON' TO THE TWEED.

38S
19.

Edwin Hill Johnson, Esq., licensed surveyor, sworn, and examined :—
724. Mr. Garrard^ What is your occupation ? I am a licensed surveyor.
725. Residing at Murwillumbah P Within 4 miles of Murwillumbah.
726. In private practice ? I do Government work. I am in charge of the Government district on fees.
727. Is Murwillumbah your head quarters ? Yes. I live within 4 miles of here.
728. How long have you resided here? Eight years.
729. Where have you resided before ? At Goulburn, and at Sydney.
730. Have you a selection of you own here ? Yes. *
731. What is the area of it ? 560 acres.
732. In what direction is it? Nearly north. .
733. Near to the dividing range ? Yes; within a mile of the dividing range.
734. Is the country in your part of the world nearly as good as that round the river banks, which we can 
see from here ?. Yes. _ This is most alluvial; there is a great deal of rich scrub land there too.
735. Have any cultivation ? Yes.
736. What are you growing ? I have fruit trees and maize.
737. How do you get your maize to market ? I grow it for myself only.
738. Is it the same with the other products ? I have not had any quantity of fruit.
739. You have not sent any to market ; you have only grown enough for your own requirements? That
is all. ■ ■
740. I suppose you anticipate a time when you will have enough to send to market? Yes.
741. How would you get your surplus products to market ? I believe I could get them to market if the 
railway were constructed.
742.. Without the railway is it likely that you would put more land under cultivation ? Not under 
cultivation ; I will put it under grass. *
743. .Are you familiar with the whole of the country between here and the Richmond ? No. As far as 
my district goes I am familiar with it.
744. How far is that ? It goes to Crabb’s Creek, nearly to the Brunswick—from here 15 to 20 miles in 
places.
745. Are you familiar with the route of the proposed line ? I do not know the route itself, though I 
have crossed it in places. I know the character of the land through which it goes.
746. Could you tell us by looking at the plan whether the country through which it passes between 
Murwillumbah and the Brunswick is good land or not ? The Brunswick itself is good land. Erom about 
5 miles north of the Brunswick it is swampy land ; after that it goes through scrub land nearly the whole 
way.
747. The remainder of it is good land ? Yes.
748. Is it taken up ; is much of it under cultivation ? It is taken up, but it is not under cultivation ; it 
is under grass in places.
749. Do you know anything of the character of the country between the Brunswick and the south head
of the Tweed—the coast line? Yes. '
750. Do you know that surveyed line ? Yes ; I know the coast line.
751. What is the nature of the country through which it passes ? Very poor ; except at Cudgen, there is 
no good country on the line. There is swamp, and heath, and a little poor forest country.
752. Does not the line go through Cudgen? I said that the land was poor, with the exception of that at 
Cudgen.
753. There is very little good land other than that at Cudgen ? Very little.
754. I suppose the settlement there is very slight ? It is very slight. The land has only been taken up
lately. _
755. You think the inland line would serve the larger number of people and also the larger area of
country ? I am certain of that—much the larger. . .
756. Do you know the proposed terminal point at Murwillumbah? Yes.
757. Do you think it convenient ? I think it would be more convenient to have it on this side.
758. That would mean a bridge ? Yes.
759. Would it not be very costly ? Not if they went farther up where the line comes in to the river. 
The country is nearly as-good there, and the bridge would not be an expensive undertaking.
760. Have you any knowledge of the cost of the construction of bridges ? No, not professionally.
761. Do you think that if the line were constructed the people would send their produce to the Richmond 
for shipment? With the exception of timber, I am certain that they would, as the river is now.
762. You do not think that any timber would go by the railway ? I fancy not. They are notin a hurry 
with it, and could get it out by the river.
763. So we are to exclude all export of timber in considering the traffic of the railway ? Unless the sawn 
timber.
764. Do you think that it is likely that if railway communication were given, instead of the timber being 
sent down in logs, it would be sawn here ? I think so.
765. Then some of it might go by the railway ? Yes.
766. Do you think the agitation for the railway has been made in the hope that Byron Bay will be made 
a harbour ? I believe that they thought that that would be a port.
767. If there were no hope of a port there, do you think the people would be as anxious as'they are now ? 
Not so anxious. They would be anxious for it.
768. They would use it ? They would have to use it at present, as they have no way of getting out.
769. They have the river ? They cannot send a great deal of produce that way. None of a certain class
of produce goes by the river. ’
770. Has much land been taken up in this district ? Within the year there has been a large quantity of 
settlement.

E. H.
Johnson,

Esq.

22NowTl889.

771. What is your opinion as to the quantity of land from which a man could make a living in the scrub 
country ? There are very few who cultivate 40 acres, I think. ■
772. Do you think that a man could make a good living out of 40 acres ? Yes, they do.
773. Where does the scrub country begin—at the Brunswick ? There is a large quantity of scrub country*
up the Brunswick ; but along the coast the country is poor. ' ...
774. Do you know the nature of the land in the reserves shown on the map—is it good, bad, or indifferent ?
I know most of it. . 775.
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E. H. 775. I suppose the alienated land is much better than the unalienated land. People take up the good land 
Johnson, p Yes, that is so, with the exception of the reserves.

776. Tou think there is still good country in the unalienated portion ? Tes.
22 Not 1889 I suPPose you come iuto contact with the landowners very Irequently ? Tes.

^ ’’ ’ 778. I suppose they would be glad to give the necessary land for the construction of a railway rather than
lose the railway ? I believe they would be only too glad to give it. I have had a look at the country, 
and I believe that you could easily make a connection from Murwillumbah to the Queensland border.
779. Chairman.'] Where at ? To go through the Macpherson Range.
780. Mr. Garrard. At what point ? It is about 6 miles from Murwillumbah, where they would have to 

• tunnel through the range.
781. Close to the road ? About three-quarters of a mile from the road. _
782. At a place called the Grap ? It is not what is locally known as the G-ap. Where the road crosses is 
what they call the Gap ; but this place is more of a gap than where the road crosses.
783. Is it east or west of the road ? West of the road.
784. Do you think that a line could be constructed there very easily ? Tes.
785. Does it come down near your place ? Through my place. I knew it at the time I took the land lip.
786. Is there good land between that and Nerang, on the other side—have you any knowledge of it ? 
Tes, it is fair country. It goes all through the Currumbin Creek country.
787. Does it compare favourably with the land on this side of the range ? There is good scrub land..
788. Not as good as the land on this side ? I think so ; but they have not the same rainfall. I consider
the rainfall and the heat the best features of this district. _
789. If the line were constructed through there do you think the produce of the district would go to
Brisbane rather than south ? Not with the present duties. I do not think it would. I think the Sydney 
market is a better market than the Brisbane market. _
790. There was a time when a large amount of the produce of this district went to Brisbane—before they
were protected ? I think some did, but it was before my time. _ _ .
791. Tou always considered Sydney to be the market of the district ? I know that it is a better market. 
I have studied it myself.

Mr. William Robert Baker, newspaper proprietor, sworn, and examined:—
_ Mr. 792. Chairman?] Tou are the proprietor of the local newspaper ? Tes.

V\. R. Baker, ygg. What is itcalled ? The Tweed and Brunswick Advocate.
?94. How long have you been here ? Thirteen months. _

~2]Sov., 1889. ijqs pjjg y-Qu resi(je ijr these coast districts before you came here ? I resided on the Clarence, somewhere 
about thirty years.
796. What part of the Clarence ? In Grafton and at Maclean. I was running a newspaper at Maclean 
for eleven years.
797. Did you come here from Grafton ? I came from Maclean.
798. Have you any property in Maclean? I have two or three town allotments.
799. Any in Grafton ? None. _ ...
800. Have vou any land here ? None in the Tweed district. I have some in the Brunswick district.
801. harming land ? A conditional purchase. . _ .
802. Will you be good enough to give the Committee any evidence that you can with reference to.this pro
posal ? Tes. When I came here 1 was so struck with the richness and fertility of the district that I was 
fairly dumbfounded at the want of facilities forgetting produce away. I really could not understand 
how the people were living at all. I found that they were existing rather than livmg. I think that some 
communication is really necessary. If you travel through the district and see how the people have had to 
exist in the past you will be with me in that. _
803. Have the people since you have been here tried to stick to their land ? Tes.
804. Under the greatest difficulties ? Under the greatest difficulties imaginable.
805. Those difficulties drew your attention to their position ? Tes. _
-806. What do you think would be a remedy for those difficulties ? I came to the conclusion that a 
remedy they must have of some sort. Then came the question which would be the best remedy. There 
is not the slightest doubt, to my mind, that if the river were navigable with a depth say of 12 feet of 
water from here to the Heads it would serve a very large number of people ; but I doubt the possibility of 
making it navigable with that depth. _ _ . .
807. What is the distance from here to the Heads ? I think 22 miles. My reason for thinking that it is 
impossible to keep it a depth of 12 feet is that, although our rainfall is very great, the quantity of country 
•draining into the river is small, and even in flood the Tweed, compared with the other northern rivers, is 
only a rivulet. In ordinary weather the little steam launches bump on the flats. . I do not think it could 
be kept open to a depth of 12 feet by continual dredging, which would be expensive.
808. And the construction of a channel in the first instance would be enormous ? Tes. There are a
great number of little flats, and I do not think there would be a sufficient force of water to keep a channel 
open when it was once made. _ . .
809. On account of the expense you have discarded the notion of keeping the river open as the highway
for the district ? Tes. . .
810. What do you think would best servo the district. I suppose whatever would serve the district and 
enable the settlers to find markets for their produce would induce other settlers to come here, and largely 
benefit the district ? Tes.
811. What would do that ? A railway. _ _
812. Where to ? The nearest point from which wre could ship. We do not care if the railway runs from 
here to the Brunswick if you construct a good port there. If you made it to Byron Bay it would be 
acceptable ; but if not it should be made to the Richmond. I am not speaking from a selfish point of 
view. I think the people along that route are as much entitled to consideration as the people on the 
banks of the Tweed. I have been over the country a good deal since I have been here—in fact I have 
been looking for a place, and I am sure that you do not get a fair idea of what the country is like by 
travelling along the road.

813.
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813. You say tliat you have teen through the district a good deal looking for land. You know the 
Clarence well; is this district equal to the Clarence in richness and fertility ? This district for its area is 
capable of carrying as large a population as the Clarence is.
814. But is not the Tweed land district as large as the Clarence? Not nearly so large.
815. Do not the rich lands extend further back from the river here than from the Clarence ? Yes ; it is 
nearly all gone between here and the Clarence. The Clarence land is river-bank land, and if you get a 
river-bank farm there I do not think there is anything on the Tweed or on the Bichmond equal to it; 
and besides, they have means of access to market.
816. The difference between the Tweed and the Clarence is that the lands generally in the Tweed are 
superior to the lands generally on the Clarence, except those on the banks of the Clarence ? Yes.
817. And you say that they are capable of sustaining a larger population, acre for acre ? Yes. The
back lands here are very rich scrub lands, and even where they are too stony to be cultivated, they make 
really magnificent grazing lands—the very best of dairying land. .
818. Have you any statistics for the Committee ? Yes ; in the Tweed land district.
819. The boundaries of that district have not been changed ? Yes. In 1884, and previously, 9,874 acres 
were taken up. During 1885, 7,362 acres were taken up ; during 1886, 10,909 acres during 1887, 4,257 
acres ; during 1888, 8,884 acres ; during 1889, 88,917 acres—that is taking in conditional leases.
820. Which carry with them a right of purchase ? Yes. The whole acreage of this district is 400,000 
acres. The total amount of land alienated is 230,968 acres. These figures were not run up by myself. 
Mr. Easthauffe now says that the area for 1889 should be 13,000 acres.
821. I have taken out the conditional purchases from the land book, and they come to 7,928 acres, and 
the conditional leases to 2,480 acres, making altogether 10,408 acres, so that even your amended figures 
are a great deal out when compared with the book ? I got my figures from the book ; they should tally.
822. Who took them out? Mr. Easthauffe and I took them out, and Mr. Easthauffe ran them up.
823. What other figures have you ? The number of reserves ; but I think that the parish maps would
give you a better idea of the settlement. ■
824. What other figures have you ;—perhaps you had better leave the land alone. Is there any infor
mation you can give us about the products of the district ? I know there is very little produce grown in 
the district, because people cannot get it away.
825. Do you know of any farmers who have tried to cultivate but who have had to give it up ? Yes.
826. Many ? I know of several.
827. What have they cultivated ? Maize ; and they have had it rotting in their barns.
828. Do you know that of your own knowledge ? Yes.
829. Did it not suggest itself to the farmers that they coirld give it to the pigs? Pigs cost money, and 
the farmers are not in a position to get them.
830. Do you know that in America it is not uncommon to turn the pigs into the maize ? Yes ; but you 
must have the pigs to start with.
831. Do you know that the farmers have given up cultivating the land simply because they have no market
for their produce ? Yes. 1
832. We have heard that it is very expensive to bring the land under cultivation—more expensive here 
than in most parts of the colony ? Yery much more so. It costs nearly double here what it would to 
bring the Clarence land under cultivation.
833. At any rate a great deal more ? Yes.
834. Have you been along the line from here to Byron Bay ? No, I have not. I have been along the road.
835. To Brunswick ? I have been up the Brunswick river, and to Byron Bay, but not along the railway line.
836. Have you been back from the range that runs along towards Byron Bay ? No ; I know nothing of 
the country beyond the Brunswick, towards Byron Bay, except from travelling along the main road to 
the Bichmond.
837. What is the character of the country between here and the Brunswick ;—is it like what we have 
seen? No.
838. Is it good ? Yes. It is different land altogether. The land up to the Brunswick and towards the 
Pocket is heavily covered with scrub timber. Some of it is red soil, and some of it is black soil.
839. Is it as good as the general run of the land here on the river ? Yes. t think it is better.
840. Is there anything else that you would like to tell the Committee ? No; I do not know that there 
is anything else.

Mr.
W. R. Baker.

22 Nov., 1889.

Mr. Q-avin Pettigrew, farmer, made an affirmation, and was examined :—■
841. Chairman^ What are you ? A farmer.
842. Where do you reside ?. At Broadwater.
843. How far is that from here? Between Tumbulgum and Cudgen—10 or 11 miles.
844. Will you give the Committee whatever information you have that has not been given by somebody 22 Nov-’18£9' 
else ? There is one point which I want to impress upon the Committee, which has not been mentioned
before ; that is the natural capability of the district for raising products that cannot be raised at the 
present time because of the want of certain and speedy communication. Certain and speedy communica
tion is a necessity in fruit growing, and in semi-tropical fruits we can grow nearly anything. I have 
experimented to a considerable extent with these products, and I have found that they could be grown •
very extensively, especially on land not available for other crops, that is on the hill sides. In the rich scrub 
lands bananas and pine-apples could be grown, and a good deal of money obtained from them, if we had the 
right to our own market in Sydney. I sent a sample of coffee to an exhibition in Sydney on one occasion, '
and it was pronounced by experts to be very fair marketable coffee. These things have not been attempted 
because there is no certain communication with the market, and the capability of the district in this 
direction should be taken into consideration by the Committee. At one time I intended to cultivate '
bananas extensively. We were taunted in the agricultural columns of newspapers because we did not 
produce these tropical fruits when we had the climate and- soil to do so, but it was patent to everyone * 
who knew anything about the matter that they could not be grown profitably with the communication 
which we had. The only communication we had was across the bar. The roads have been of very 
little service to us for carrying produce, so that the cultivation must necessarily be confined to the banks 
of the river. .
845. Then you are in a worse position here for getting bananas to the market than they are in Eiji ? We
are.I have had maize lying behind the bar for five weeks, and the price has come down from 4s. 6d. to 
2s. 6d., while there has been a depreciation in the value of the grain caused by the weevils. 846.

Mr.
<3-. Pettigrew.
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Mr.
&. Pettigrew.

22 Nov., 1889.

816. That uncertainty discourages the farmers ? Yes. AYe have lands here which, if they were cleared 
and drained, and so forth, would produce hundreds of thousands of bushels of maize. It is splendid land 
for maize. I have done a certain amount towards reclaiming swamp land in this district, and I say that 
there is no better land anywhere for growing corn and potatoes. The capabilities of the district are 
enormous, but there is no inducement to develope them. I have been acquainted with the district for 
over twenty years, and we have been fighting against difficulties all the time. I was one of a deputation 
which went to Sydney to press on the Government the necessity of doing something for the navigation of 
the river. I think Mr. Garrard was Minister for AYorks at the time. Now and again we have made 
Spasmodic efforts to get something done, but we have been too far from Sydney. If we had been 
connected with Brisbane it would have been different.
847. You think so ? AYe have the assertion of a Minister of the Crown in Queensland to the effect that
if we separated------
848. AYhatever they said was gospel truth ? AYell, it is what they said. The Hon. Mr. Macrossan, when 
Minister for AYorks, told us that if we liked to separate and come to Queensland they would make a 
railway straight away—that it would be to their interest to do it.
849. I suppose they would do it if they were allowed to do it ? Yes.
850. You think that if you had means of getting to the southern markets where there are hundreds of 
acres under cultivation now, there would be thousands of acres under cultivation ? The great thing is to 
have reasonable facilities for getting to market. That would be a great incentive to production. Another 
thing I might mention, although you may say that it is politics, is that we want the right to our own 
market first.
851. If you had your own market secured to you,—if you had facilities for getting to your natural 
markets in this colony, you believe that there would be a larger quantity of land cultivated than there is 
at the present time r' I am certain of it.
852. You believe that there would be a great increase in the settlement of the district? Decidedly.
853. Do you not think that it would be a bar to the increase of settlement in the district, enormous areas
being held by individuals ;—do you not think that that would limit settlement in the district ? It would 
limit it to a certain extent for a time ; but of course people who hold land are not going to hold it for 
nothing for ever, and if they can turn it to account by leasing it to people who will cultivate it, they will 
do so. '
854. Mr. Garrard.'] How many acres of land have you ? I have several selections. I have brought my 
total up to about 260 acres altogether.'
855. How much have you cultivated ? I suppose about 150 acres.
856. Maize or sugar ? Sugar mostly. Of course some of the land is natural grass land.
857. If the line were constructed do you think it would be made use of by the people here in order
to get to their markets ? Certainly.
858. Even if they had to go to the Bichmond ? Yes ; if there were a certainty of communication with the 
Bichmond. Sometimes we are blocked altogether for weeks and weeks.
859. You are aware that the entrance to the Bichmond is being improved to a great extent, and that in 
all probability there will be a good port there ? If there is a good port there, there is no doubt that it 
will be availed of.
860. Do you think the inland line will be a greater benefit to the people of the district than what is known
as the alternative line—the coast line ? That is a moot point, and people are a little divided on the sub
ject. Eor myself I favour the coast line.
861. Do you know the country along the coast line ? Yes ; to a certain extent.
862. Is it good country ? Eairly. It is not so rich.
863. Not so rich as on the inland line ? No.
864. Of course, being on the sea coast, there would not be as large an extent of country on either side as 
on the inland line ? There are certain advantages and disadvantages on either line. I will give you an 
illustration in point. In Queensland they projected a north coast line from Brisbane to Gympie, and 
there was rich scrub land between the Brisbane and the Mary, which was on the alternative line. The 
coast line went through land similar to that which this coast line would go through. It touched several 
places—Caboolture, Mooloolah, and Maroochie, where there were patches of good land on the banks of 
the rivers, but otherwise it went through poor country. The Queensland Government before constructing 
the line took the opinion of a competent surveyor, who went over each route and set forth its merits and 
demerits. That inland line had the advantage of going through better country,, but it was longer and 
would have been more expensive in construction, while the coast line was shorter but went through poorer 
country. The inland line would have cost about £770,000 while the coast line would have cost about 
£450,000. They finally decided that it would be better to construct the coast line, and to construct 
branch lines into the rich country to feed the coast line, thus taking advantage of the shorter route and the 
easier gradients, and giving quicker communication between the two centres. They are constructing that 
line now. Our case is very similar. This coast line is some 4 or 5 miles shorter than the inland line, 
and it goes through level country, and it probably will only cost half the money to construct: I mean 
from where it diverges at the Brunswick.
865. AYould the coast line be of any advantage to the district immediately about Murwillumbah? 
No line can be constructed that will serve every one equally well; we can take that for granted. 
The coast line would serve people further down the river better than the people up here, but it 
would make very little difference where there is navigable water. It is only in shipping the stuff 
into the droghers that expense is incurred. It is just as cheap to send it by water 12 or 15 miles as 
5 miles.
866. Do you think it would be to the advantage of the district if the money were laid out on the 
improvement of the river instead of on the railway ? It would be very desirable to have the river 
improved, and we have been trying for a great number of years to get that done. AYhen Minister for 
AYorks you told me straight that I had made out a good case, but that you were not in a position to help 
me. The river navigation is right enough in itself ; but it will not serve the purposes of a railway. AYe 
owe no thanks to the New South AYales Government for improvements to the river. The Government never 
spent a 6d. on the river until they commenced dredging lately, although it is the highway of the district.
867. Are you familiar with the works that have been done by the dredge ? I have my business to attend 
to, and I am not hovering about to see what is being done.
868. You do not know what has been done ? I have it on good authority that a great deal has been done
that is useless. 869.
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869. Is it a fact that what has been done is absolutely useless ? I am not a professional engineer, but I 
have an opinion of my own, and from the reports I hear I believe that what is being done is of no use.
870. You send your produce down the river ? I have done so.
871. Do you do so now ? I have not sent much lately.
872. You know that there are certain flats which it is diflicult to get through P Yes.
873. Are they less of an annoyance now than they were before the dredging began? I7o. The dredge 
is working outside the channel.
874. Do you know that she has been working for some time, and that what she has been doingis useless? 
I do not know it—she has not been working in the channel.
875. You have taken a great interest in the concerns of the district;—you have made representations 
to urge that improvements should be made here, in your owm interest, and in that of the inhabitants ? Yes.
876. "Was it to improve the district, or to get money spent here, that so many agitations have taken 
place ? Getting money spent was of no benefit to me whatever. I am not a business man ; I am not 
running a public house; I am a producer ; and money spent in the district is of no value to me, unless it 
effects some improvement.
877. Do you not think that if a man in the community knows of a waste of public money it is his duty 
to try and stop it ? Certainly.
878. You acknowledge that this dredging has been a waste of money ; but you have taken no steps to 
stop it ? I do not know it of my own knowledge. I have heard reports that it is of no value.

Mr.
Gr. Pettigrew.

22 Nov., 1889.,

Charles Henry Caswell, Esq., Surveyor, Eailway Department, sworn, and examined:—
879. 2tr. Garrard.'] You are a surveyor in the Eailway Department ? Yes. O.H. Caswell,
880. Have you been engaged upon tbe survey of the line between here and Byron Bay ? Yes. E8<h
881. On what portion of the line ? Erom about 5 miles below Brunswick to here, and also on the Cudgen 'IT A “7'
route in various lengths. ' . ■ 22 Nov., 1889.
882. What are you engaged on now ? On the Cudgen permanent survey.
883. That is the coast line ? Yes. ■
884. What were the last instructions you received about that line; what is the date of them? Nothing 
further in connection with the work upon it. The last I heard from the office was a few days ago that I 
was to meet the engineer.
885. No instructions have been given about discontinuing the survey of that line or further work upon it?
None whatever. '
886. What is the distance from the Brunswick Eiver to Cudgen ? To Chindera it is about 22 miles.
887. And it is about how many miles from the Brunswick to Murwillumbah ? About a similar distance;
I do not know exactly.
888. What is the nature of the country between the two places ? One is generally flat and the other
generally mountainous. ‘
889. I mean the capabilities of the country for production ? The upper line runs through the richer
country. *
890. But it is more difficult for railway construction ? Considerably more.
891. Would it be half as expensive again ? I do not know exactly ; I have never taken the estimate of it.
892. Eoughly ? About two to one.
893. Is there as much population on the coast line as upon the inland line ? No, not so much, naturally.
894. And the line would certainly not serve so large an area of country? I suppose not.
895. In moving about the district you have heard the opinions of people about these routes ; which do 
they favour most ? I think most people favour the inland route, because most people have to deal with it.
896. Which do you think is likely to pay best? That is a question I cannot answer; it all depends upon 
future extension. It is a more comprehensive question than merely the railway from Grafton to the Tweed.
897-8. We are not dealing with the whole line from Grafton to the Tweed, but from Byron Bay to the .
Tweed ; surely you can give us an idea which would be better—the line from Byron Bay to Murwillum-
bah, or from Cudgen to Byron Bay ? The coast line, I should say, because if that should be constructed 
the traffic wmuld go that way, and the interest on the cost of construction would be much less, and the 
working expenses would not be so heavy.
899. What would be the ruling gradient on the coast line ? It would be nearly level, but there would be 
one or two grades in it.
900. When I say “ ruling gradient ” I mean what is the steepest pinch ? I suppose the most difficult 
would be 1 in 60;—that would be the ruling gradient.
901. Could that be reduced ? It would all depend upon how much money you would care to put into the 
cuttings.
902. What do you expect the ruling grade will be on the inland line ? I am not prepared to say— 
about 1 in 50, I suppose. But I think there wdll be one grade of 1 in 40 approaching a tunnel.
903. A short tunnel ? Yes. . .
904. That could be eased down with a little expenditure ? I cannot say, as I did not prepare the sections.
905. Do you know where the line terminates opposite Murwillumbah? Yes. -
906. Do you think that that is a good position ? It is the best I should say.
907. With a view to actually crossing the river? I do not think that the terminus has been decided upon, 
except that it is to be on the other side.
908. You had no instructions when surveying near the terminal point as to the necessity of crossing the
river ? No. _
909. You have had nothing to do with the idea of taking it further north to the Dividing Eange? No.
I looked at it on my own account; but I had no instruction.
910. Where do you think would be a good place to take it to the border to meet the Queensland line ?
I never examined it in such a critical way as to give a definite opinion.
911. It would be rather difficult to extend it if wre took the line to Cudgen ? Yes, there would be two 
expensive bridges.
912. If the railway is to be extended to the border the upper line would be preferable, because there 
would be less bridge work upon it ? Yes, there would be less bridge work.
913. Is the only good land between Brunswick and Cudgen the 2,000 or 3,000 acres near the sugar-mill?
No. ’ 914.
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C. H. Caswell, 914. Are there mauy swamps farther south P It is all swamp.
■“S<1- 915. All swamp ? Well, about one fourth of it. '

iRRQ Have you been over the country between Coolangatta and Southport? Ho. I have been from 
22 Nov, 1889. Mllrwillumball . but not along ^ co^t b ^

917. There is a good deal of swamp on the Cudgen line ? Yes.
918. "Will not that necessitate long viaducts? Ho, the swamps will be easily drained,and they have good 
sound bottoms.
919. The expense will be nothing in proportion to the cost of the cuttings and tunnels on the upper 
line ? Ho.
920. Do you know where the surveyors on the inland line are ? Yes. One is half way between here and 
the Brunswick, about 12 miles from here, and the other is at the Brunswick.
921. What is the first one doing—permanently surveying? Yes; continuing the survey. He is doing 
as I am doing on the coast.
922. Has he been through the whole line ? Ho ; only as far as the camp.
923. .Have you been on the line between Byron Bay and Lismore? I have been on part of it, about 
10 miles this side of Lismore. I was out preparing it for permanent staking.
924. You think that you have taken the best route that could be found? I think so.
925. Is there any necessity for taking a railway so near the coast as Byron Bay, excepting to escape the
ranges ? I do not know that it is possible to get a grade off the range from the back of Byron Bay.
926. To escape the range you must come near the coast at Byron Bay? I would not say must. There
must be a big tunnel there, or a gradient down to Byron Bay.
927. Mr. Lee.] Were you employed on the inner line at Byron Bay—the line from Murwillumbah? 
They are identical to the Brunswick.
928. In the neighbourhood of Byron Bay ? For 3 miles north of Byron Bay I had the staking of the lines.
929. Have you received any recent instructions to endeavour to improve the lines at that locality ? Ho ; 
but some of the other surveyors may have done so.
930. Then between Brunswick and Cudgen there is very little good land ? Yes ; there is very good land 
between the two lines; they border on similar country. There is only 4 miles distance between the lines 
at Burringbar.
931. Is there any country along that line equal to that held by the Cudgen Sugar Company ? Hot of the 
same character, not the red soil.
932. I suppose there can be no doubt about the superiority of the land between this and Byron Bay over
that on the Cudgen route? Ho doubt. '
933. And in course of time it is likely to yield a larger traffic ? I should think so.
934. Have you succeeded in reducing any grades or curves on the proposed line ? There is nothing on 
my part of the line to reduce.
935. How will the line cross the Brunswick ? In what way ?
936. The line crosses the Brunswick—what kind of bridges have you provided for ? Twro lines have been 
laid out—-one for a high level, and the other for a low level bridge.
937. Which has been adopted by the department ? They will not adopt anything until the line is 
decided upon, I suppose.
938. Is the river navigable there ? Hot beyond the entrance.
939. What is the depth of water there ? About 8 feet at high water.
910. Have you taken any soundings or borings ? Ho.
941. That is not in you department ? It belongs to the department, but comes after our work.
942.. Mr. Garrard.~] How far from the coast does the coast line run ? An average distance of about half 
a mile.
943. It would not have much available country to draw on on the east ? Ho.

Mr. Charles Anthony Brady, silk-grower, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. 944. (Jliairman?\ Where do you reside ? At a place called Anthony, near Tumbulgum.

C. A. Brady. 945. How far from hero ? 6 or 7 miles—8 miles it may be. ' “
'*0I]l° ^ave ?ou ^vec^ district ? Sixteen years.

2jNov., 1889. 947. In what occupation have you been engaged during that time? What originally brought me here 
was silk culture, but besides that I have been engaged in a number of other occupations.
948. Will you be good enough to tell the Committee what you have to say in regard to this proposal ?
In regard to the disadvantages of a railway I think we may dispose of them in a word; I know of none ; 
but the advantages I may state, as, perhaps, one of the originators of the idea to construct a railway from 
Brisbane to the Tweed, and from the Tweed southward to Byron Bay. The reason of that project being 
mooted was the difficulty of getting produce to market after it was grown. The river navigation when I 
first came here wras far better than it is now. Ocean going steamers came up many miles above the place 
where we are now, to a place called Byangum. Byangum is properly the head of navigation, and if there 
is any question where the chief settlement of the river should be, it is the place. It opens up a large
extent of back country and is admirably situated because of its supply of fresh water, and its many other
local advantages. Failure to get produce away and supplies brought here was for many years a cause of 
very severe practical suffering to the early pioneers of the district. For as many as seven months at a time 
I have known people to be without any communication with the outside world. This state of things 
continued until it became pretty near unendurable, and a number of the best settlers had to cave in and 
leave the district.
949. We have heard a good deal about the settlers, in the district having very large areas of land, and I 
would like to know whether that has been brought about by reason of other people having to sell out and 
go elsewhere ? I am able to say from my own knowledge that that has been the case.
950. That is how these big properties have been put together ? They have been built up by devouring
the weak and helpless. i j o
951. The weak had to go ? Yes.
952. And other people bought out their selections ? It was a mere nominal thing ; they were dummied 
or bought out, because the poor creatures could not hold on any longer.
953. You think that if there had been fair communication with the outer world instead of these big
properties there would be a number of smaller ones now ? That is precisely it. 954.
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954. Do you think that if the district is fairly opened up, either by water or by railway, smaller men will Mr.
be able to settle on smaller estates ? Tes. It will bring families to the district rather than farmers. . Brady.
955. They are men who came to speculate and clear out ? Yes, and to take high wages and are no more
seen. The Colonial Sugar Company have certainly given a value to a great deal of land here that was 22 Nov., 1889.-
valueless before ; but at the same time the same amount of land would be capable of supporting a very
much larger population, and a very much more profitable one, in a national sense. People have bought the
land for speculative purposes, to sell again, so that the actually industrious man is handicapped by having to '
pay an enormous price, without anything having been done to improve the land. Some of the settlers who
sold out had made a little improvement ; but that made it the worse for those who bought alter them. •
956. But if the first settlers had not sold out could they have held on P No ; because they could not have
got their produce to market. *
957. If they had not sold out they would have lost their selections, and it was better to sell out and get 
something than to get nothing for them ? They did not sell out. They were indebted for a few pounds 
to the stores, and were aliinved to go—that is the English of it. With regard to the character of the 
country, I may as well direct your attention to the peculiarities of the climate, which is something 
remarkable. I was not awrai’e that I would he likely to give any evidence to-day, because, although I 
heard of your coming, I did not know that you had arrived, until late this afternoon. I have prepared 
a rough memorandum of the rainfall. If it will be agreeable to you I will read it. It shoves the quantity 
of rain which fell monthly for nine years, commencing with the year 1881. I find that the average fall 
of rain in January for the nine years was 7T8 inches on sixteen days, in February 8'32 inches on sixteen 
days, in March 9'09 inches on nineteen days, in April 6'64 inches on nineteen days, in May 5T4 inches 
on fourteen days, in June 3'64 inches on nine days, in July 6'01 inches on eleven days, in August 4'33 
inches on ten days, in September 2'89 inches on twelve days, in October 4'32 inches on thirteen days.
Then for the months of November and December which are incomplete, the amount was 6 inches and 6'2 
inches respectively. The average for the whole period of nine years, including 1889, as far as November, 
is about 70 inches. There is a remarkable thing to which I would, like to call your attention. No month 
during the nine years has been entirely without rain. The least rain on any one month was 0'43 points; that 
is something short of half an inch. The greatest fall was 33'38 inches. The driest month on the

. average during the nine years w^as September with 2'89 points oil twelve days, in the driest year that v’e 
had. The wettest month on the average during the nine years wras March, with 9'09 inches on nineteen 
days, so that there were twelve dry days, and the rest of the month wet. The greatest number of wet 
days in any one month was 28, and the least number of days when rain fell in any month was 4. The 
driest year was 1885 with 39'22 inches on 157 days, so that our driest year by authentic records had a 
rainfall of close upon 40 inches, which is a much greater rainfall than many parts of the Colony ever had.
The wettest year was 1887, and then we had 114'51 inches on 202 days. This is what accounts for the 
extraordinary growth that is to be seen in this part of the world. I would also beg to call your attention to 
the character of the flood here. The highest measured flood at Anthony was at the landing place, and it only 
came 6 feet 7 or 8 inches above high water mark at spring tides. This is owing to the small gathering ground.
958. Tou mean the small water-shed ? Tes. The small gathering ground draining to the Tweed, and 
the short distance that the river has to travel to ihe sea. .It is about 30 miles from the head of navigation 
to the sea. There is also a large extent of swamp land back from the river, and a rise of the flood waters 
beyond, about 5| feet requires a very heavy and continuous downfall. In common with most of these 
rivers that are subject to flood, the river banks on each side are -higher than the land at the hack, 
consequently when the water rises very nearly to a level with the bank, the creeks and open water-courses 
take it, and it comes in at the back. I have never known a flood to go over the banks. Of course in the 
upper parts, what you may call the gorges, which are the feeders to the river, the rise is more, hut 
generally two or three hours will carry off the water. But floods do very little real harm, beyond causing 
inconvenience to settlers on low land, and obliging them to shift. On the contrary, they are generally of . 
material benefit, the silt, and rich vegetable and animal matter, of which a large quantity is brought down 
and deposited, supplying fertility to the soil exhausted by the greed and ignorance of the farmers, whose 
limited intelligence and lack of spirit demand from their lands a continuous yield of crops, while they 
seldom or never attempt to restore the mineral and other constituents carried off by the crop. They do 
not manure here, and consequently sugar is to a large extent dying out. The farmers have hitherto relied 
upon the extraordinary climate to fertilize the soil. They omit a very essential duty—the supply of mineral 
elements. A very small quantity of manure, perhaps 2 or 3 per cent., would restore the elements 
of fertility ; but that is now neglected. "While speaking of floods, I should mention that it is the low 
ground that is the most valuable, not only in this immediate neighbourhood, but in the whole district.
The swamps in reality are worth more money—are more intrinsically rich than the uplands.’ They are 
capable of producing far more largely, and are far more worthy of attention than the land on the ridges, 
which produce such a luxuriant growth. I can say that of my own knowledge. I can give you an instance.
A good deal,of this land, that has been cultivated for only a few years, Is so impoverished that it is ruining 
the farmers; whereas, the land that is subject to flood gives, not only a large growth of cane, but also a 
large quantity of sugar in the cane, and that is greatly to be considered. All the years that I have been 
here we have not had a hot wind, and there has never, during the whole of that time, been a single instance 
of what they call “ southerly busters,” which are characteristic of New South Wales and Victoria. They 
never reach up to this district. Cool and even cold sea breezes are not uncommon, though they are seldom 
severe. What is called a “ black north-easter ” down south has never been felt in this district, so that the 
climate is an exceedingly equable one. There are frosts, and it is a remarkable thing that these frosts are 
often quite as strong on the sea beach as they are a good distance inland. This is a very singular thing 
that I do not know how to account for, but it has happened on a number of occasions. There has been 
ice on the sea beach when there has been a perfectly calm pleasant night at Tumbulgum. The fertility of 
the climate is attributable, in my opinion, not merely to the amount of rain that falls, but also to its 
remarkably even distribution throughout the year. The uniform but not excessive warmth adds to the 
luxuriance of the vegetation. The high temperature and the moisture together produce a very heavy 
growth of timber. This timber 're-acts upon the climate very largely, and assists very largely to keep it 
in its moist state. It would be a very serious thing to cut down the timber, and in all probability would 
materially alter the climate. ■
959. There are men who have kept records for sixty and seventy years, who say otherwise. Dr. Draper 
of America says otherwise ? That is in a different part of the world.

. 2 (a)—D 960.
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•Mr. 960. Bat it is timber just tbe same ? You were good enough to ash ms what I was particularly engaged 
C. A. Brady. ja_ j came bore with the idea of raising silkworms. They certainly did thrive in a way that I have never 

\ known to bs equalled in any other part of the world. They became healthy, and have been healthy ever 
22 Nov., 1889. gjncej all(j are so while the disease among them still continues in Europe, and especially in Asia 

Minor, which is a very large silk-producing country. The misfortune about silk-culture is that it is an 
entirely new thing to English-speaking people. In no part of the world where the English are 
settled is there one individual to my knowledge, except myself, who makes a special effort to grow silk. 
I did this experimentally at first, with the object of gaining for this country a stock with which to supply 
other countries, availing myself of the advantages of our climate, and so on, to get rid of the disease ; but 
my fellow-countrymen, not knowing the value of this industry, have hesitated to tako advantage of it. 
But not so the foreigner. He has obtained our grain from Australia, and is working on that grain, and 
rearing his stock from what was produced in Australia, and with his cheap labour and knowledge of the 
subject I cannot compete with him, and am beaten out of my own market.
961. I suppose you have no colonial market for it ? No colonial market.
962. But if the grain is so valuable have you not a market for it ? I used to sell grain for £3 5s. or a 
shilling more per ounce, but now I can only get 5s. or 6s. and I have to wait one or two years for that.
963. How do you account for that ? Simply because it takes very little labour and expense to grow the 
grain, and cheap, labour and very expert people who devote themselves to the work are employed.
961. Was not that the case when you were paid £3 5s. per ounce ? No. There was the labour, but they 
had to get our grain to work upon. They have reduced the thing to a system, and boys and girls with 
very good eyes examine every egg with a microscope. They become very expert at this, especially the 
girls—girls from 10 to 13. As each egg is passed through it is either saved or rejected.
965. Is there no market for the raw silk ? Yes, to any extent.
966. How are you beaten out of the market with that ? It requires a larger number of people to grow 
silk. I have offered to teach the process and give the material, but nobody responds. It is like taking 
horses to the water; you can take them there hut you cannot make them drink.
967. I suppose the bulk of the people look upon you as a fanatic ? They say, and I believe that they arc 
right, that I am a fool. There is no bigger fool in the country than I am. I ought to have left the 
country, and I deserve my punishment for living here.
968. Can you give us any other information ? Amongst other things that can be produced here is coffee. 
Coffee thrives here admirably, and there is a lery large extent of country adapted to its cultivation. It is 
a permanent and paying crop, and does not require much labour. The few coffee plants that I had came 
into hearing in the third year, but that was very early. The fourth year is the earliest that you can 
reckon for, and then the trees go on hearing for twenty or thirty years.
969. Have you grown tobacco here ? Yes, and it thrives capitally. The tobacco plant is perennial, and 
it will grow as high as you like, up to 10 feet. I grew some Havanna tobacco, which is esteemed greatly 
for wrappers—the outside leaves of a cigar—and it had as fine a leaf as I ever saw in Europe, and I had 
great experience in my younger days in tobacco. The curing of tobacco requires a considerable amount 
of skill, although to grow it is easy. It requires a considerable amount of judgment to know how to make 
use of the leaf when you have grown it. This country is essentially fitted for dairying. There is an 
amazing amount of food absolutely wasted every month throughout the year for want of intelligence to

• make it into ensilage. There is a great poverty of ideas among the settlors here. There are a very few 
who have any knowledge whatever of farming. "We want a schoolmaster here very badly—the agricul
tural schoolmaster. It would add very much to the development of the country if the farmers were to 
bring something like scientific knowledge and common sense to bear upon their agriculture.
970. I suppose there are not many farmers here who could tell you the quantity of nitrogen, lime, potash, 
phosphoric acid, sulphuric acid, magnesia, &c., drawn from the soil by a crop ? I do not suppose that 
there are three persons in the district who could do that, and not one in 100 would know what you are 
talking about. With regard to the direction that the railway should take, I would like to say that it is 
open to opinion. People in the very large majority of instances want it to come where the population is, 
or where the settlers are supposed to bo, and they take it for granted that because one man has squatted 
down entirely haphazard in a place the railway should come near him. I take it that the direction of the 
railway should be decided upon by skilled engineers, without reference to the population, only taking into 
consideration the lay of the country and its productiveness. In the early days the survey was brought in 
through Dunbible. I happened to see it, and I thought it was a rather extravagant idea. It would come 
through rugged and broken country ;—fine country of itself, hut by no means suitable for a railway, and 
I took it upon myself one day, when I was in iSyduey, to call the attention of the authorities there to the 
fact that if they looked in a certain direction they would find a far cheaper and a superior route. I got,

. as you may suppose, pretty well snubbed for my interference ; but I gave them the information, and I told 
them that if they liked to make use of it they could. To my great surprise a second route was surveyed, 
and that is the route now before the Committee ; but it is not precisely the one I indicated. t I think that 
if a party were sent out they would find a better route than either of those that are now surveyed, and I 
believe it would avoid a great deal of expense, though I am only speaking from guess. The cost of the 
line from Byron Bay to here will be at least £200,000, and probably not much short of a quarter of a 
million, and I think it right to call your attention to that. Before going into a large expenditure like this 
we should not consider what would please A, B, C, or D, but what would he a benefit to the whole district, 
and as this is a national work, it should be considered in the national interest, even more than in the local 
interest. The railway, I understand, will be used for military purposes. That would indicate that it 
should be carried out to serve national purposes more than local purposes. It is not my province to 
indicate anything more ; but I respectfully suggest to you that it would be worth while to inquire a little 
further as to where would he the proper route. I may as well say that I have no interest in one class 
more than in another. I am absolutely free from bias. There are many industries which are capable of 
very large development here, and amongst others I should say that of grape-growing and wine-making. 
In my experience there is no place where the grape thrives so well as it does here. The soil and the 
climate are peculiarly suited to it, and there is a vast extent of land adapted to its cultivation. The 
oranges produced in this part of the district are singularly luscious. The tree comes into bearing early, 
and the crop is very paying, provided that there are means of getting it away. As it is, numbers of my 
neighbours, as well as myself, grow fruit merely to see it rot on the ground. I have lost tons of fruit 
merely because I had no means of turning it to account. '
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Mr. William Kellj^, hotelkeeper, sworn, and examined :—
971. Mr. Garrard.'] Do you reside at Murwillumbah ? Tes. .
972. What is your occupation ? That of a hotelkeeper. ,
973. How long have you resided in the neighbourhood ? Twenty years.
97-4. Have you been engaged in the same occupation all the time ? No.
975. In what other occupation have you been engaged ? Twenty years ago, when I came here first, I 
took up some land and started as a farmer. I continued growing maize for three or four years, until I 
was completely ruined, and could not do it any longer, for want of a market.
976. Because you could not get to market? Tes. Since then I have followed other occupations, and 
have pulled m3rself together again ; but up to tho present time I have seen no possible chance for afarmcr 
to grow maize and make a success of it, for want of facilities to get to market.
977. I suppose you believe in the productiveness of the district in which you are living ? Tes.
978. Audit' means were givenfor getting to market there would be a large increase in the population ? Tes.
979. Ton know the route of the proposed railway from Byron Bay to the Bichmond ? Tes.
980. Do you know the country ? Between here and Byron Bay—not well.
981. Do you know it between the Brunswick and the south head of the Tweed—along the coast? I do 
not know that line.
9S2. What is the nature of the country between here and the Brunswick ? A rich class of country.
983. Is it taken up ? It is nearly all taken up.
934. But it is not much utilised ? No.

Mr.
W. Kelly.

22 Nov., 1889.

985. Dor the reasons to which you refer ? They have no encouragement to go ahead for want of a market.
986. Have you known the river to be in a better state than it is in now? In what regard?
9S7. In regard to the depth of water ? I have known it to be better.
988. Has it been in the same condition as it is in now for a number of years ? Bor the last twenty years
it has been similar. .
989. All the produce lias to be punted down to the Tweed Heads ? Tes.
990. Do you think that if the railway were constructed the people would send their produce away by it, say 
to the Bichmond ? Under the present circumstances they would send the greater part of it to the 
Bichmond.
991. Do you think that if the railway were constructed to Grafton they would send it to the Clarence? 
Only a small quantity of it.
992. If the railway were constructed to the Bichmond, would they send it there ? Some of it—not all.
993. Are the people of this district urging the construction of the line as far as Byron Bay only with the 
hope that that will be their port? That is their idea.
991. But if they could not get Byron Bay as a port they would go as far as the Bichmond? They would 
go as far as that with perishable goods.
995. I suppose timber forms a large item of export? Tes.
996. Would it be taken by rail ? ■ A great quantity would—not from the immediate vicinity of the 
Tweed, but between here and the Brunswick.
997. That is sawn timber, of course ? All kinds of timber. The timber actually on the Tweed is pretty
nearly exhausted. I think there would be a large quantity of timber coming in between here and Byron 
Bay, or Lismore. ’ , _
998. I suppose you do not think that there is suificient. at the present time to pay a railway. A railway 
would only pay, because if it were constructed it would lead to larger settlement? Tes. It would cause 
the population to flow in and make trade greater.
999. If the construction of a railway from Murwillumbah to Byron Bay, and the making of Byron Bay a
harbour for shipment, would cost somewhere between £300,000 and £400,000, do you think that the 
country would be justified in going to that expense? I think so. I think the district is decidedly 
entitled to it. It is large and the land is very rich. ■ •
1000. Do you think that this district, even if brought to the highest pitch ofperfcction in the way of pro
duction, could pay interest and working expenses on a railway costing .£100,000, and harbour improve- ‘ 
ments costing £300,000 ? Looking at it from different lights, I think it would. It would be a national 
benefit, as well as a benefit to the settlers round about the district.
1001. In what way would it be a national benefit ? Byron Bay would be a place of refuge in rough 
weather, and would give us a port from which we could ship to any part of the world. I think we are 
just as much entitled to have that amount of money spent here as other parts of the country were entitled 
to have money spent there.
1002. The national benefit would be the benefit of the people of this district—what benefit would these 
works be to the people of the Colony ? I cannot say ; I have not gone into it in that light.
1003. Ton are clearly of opinion that if it were found to be impracticable to make a harbour at Byron Bay, and 
the line were extended to the Bichmond, it would be a benefit to the people ? It would be a benefit to us.
1004. Do you think that the line along the coast would be of as much benefit as the line from Murwil- 
lumbah ? It would be a benefit, but it would not be of as much benefit as this line. The country through 
which it would pass would not be so extensive. In tho first place there would be land on only one side of it.
1005. How far is it from here to the Border ? I am not positive—somewhere between 6 and 9 miles.
1006. If the Queensland Government extended their railway to the Border, do you think that the people 
of this district would lake their produce there, and send it north ? The distance to the Brisbane market 
is shorter, but the market is much more easily glutted. Sydney is our main market.
1007. If the line were constructed here, and the Queensland Government made their line to the Border, 
would you send it there ? We would send it wherever we could get most money for it.
1008. Ton would not look at it from a national point of view then ? No.
1009. Do you think that the people of the district would prefer to have the water communication 
improved, or to have railway communication ? I should not be satisfied with either the river or railway.
1 think we require both. What the railway would do the river cannot do ; and what the river will do the 
railway would not do.
1010. Then I understand that you want a railway from Murwillumbah to Byron Bay, and a harbour at 
Byron Bay, at a cost of £300,000, and an equal amount spent on the iniproyement of the navigation and 
entrance to tho Tweed ? Yes.

Mr.



398

Mr. Richard Dodd, butcher, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. E. Dodd. ^oil. Mr. Zee.] Where do you reside? At Cudgen. _

1012. What is your occupation ? I am a butcher at the present time. _
22 Nov., 1889. How long have you been residing in this or in the neighbouring districts . Close on eighteen years.

• 1014. The greater part of that time you have been at Cudgen ? Nearly the whole of that time at

1015g You are pretty well acquainted with that portion of the river ? Yes; I was cedar-getting there for 
a good number of years.
1016. You know tho Tweed District as a whole pretty well ? Fairly well.
1017. Do you know anything of the country beyond the Tweed towards tho Brunswick? les, imay 
say that I do.
1018. As far as Bvron Bay ? Yes.
1019. Beyond that again to Lismore ? As far as Ballina. I have been through the scrub once, that is all.
1020. What is the nature of the evidence which you wish to give to the Committee ? 1 am ready to
answer any questions which they may ask me in regard to the railway. .
1021. Have you any special evidence to give in regard to the route ? I do not know whether it is special,
but I think that the beach route would be the best—first, because it would be cheap, and, secondly, 
because of the immense quantity of land that would be thrown open by it, not in hundreds but in 
thousands of acres. .
1022. Land that is now available for selection? Yes, and a good deal of it is selected; but a great
portion of it is locked up in reserves. _
1023. What is the character of the land ? Scrub, and in some parts of it swamp, but they seem to say that
the swamps are bettor than the scrubs; they are draining them extensively at the present time. Iho 
swamps are 25 feet above the level of tho sea. .
1024. In your opinion the coastal route, by way of Cudgen, would be of tho most benefit to the residents 
at that end of the river ? Not expressly at that end ot the river, but to all the people in the place. I 
take it that the object of the raihvay is to get produce away from tho farmers who grow it, and along tho 
coast there are thousands of acres of good land that the railway would tap after it crosses at Chindera. 
Chindera is across the river from Cudgen. There is a forest reserve called the Chindera h orest Reserve, 
containing 640 acres of good land, equal to that which you have seen to-day round the mill of Cudgen.
1025. Are there as many residents on that part of the river as on the other portion of it ? There are
more selections—more people taking the land up there, and the land is of better quality. Ido not believe 
that They are residing on it now. Some of the people who have taken it up reside in New .England. One 
gentleman who has taken up a lot of land there resides in New England. _
1026. Would a railway along the coast to Cudgen benefit as many of the residents as if it were made to 
Murwillumbah? There is no doubt that at Cudgen and Denanbar there are 6,000 or /,000 acres fit 
for growing maize. Robb & Co. have 1,000 acres there.
1027. Your evidence tends to show that if the railway were constructed by the coast it would be of more 
benefit to the Cudgen people, hut I gather that it would not he of the same benefit to tho people in. tho 
neighbourhood of Murwillumbah as to those lower down the river ? It would not only be a benefit to 
Cudgen, but if it went in the way proposed none of the places down there would be benefited at all. The 
coast line will be a deal cheaper than tho other—some thousands of pounds a mile cheaper.
1028. How do you arrive at that ? A gentleman who understands figures pretty well told mo so.
1029. The engineers do not know it? This gentleman was qualified to tell the price he had been 
connected with railway engineering.

Mr. Henry Clarke, selector, sworn, and examined :—
Mr.H.Clarke. 1030. Chairman.'] What are you ? I am a selector. In reference to the two routes, I think the lower one 

goes through or close to the best land. The upper one goes through very broken country ; the lower one 
22N'ov.,1889. runs close to the beach, and although it does not go over much good land, it goes close to it within a 

mile or a mile and a half of it. ’ ,
1031. Is the land as good as that between the Tweed Heads and Southport ? It is as good as any land on
the Tweed. I can show you land within a mile of the railway as good as any on tho Tweed River. The 
worst of it is better than'that between Southport and the Tweed Heads. To the west of the upper route 
it is rough broken country, as had as that near Bulli. The only good land on the upper route is between 
the two lines. . .
1032. How far is it from the upper route to the lower route ? In some places 4 miles, and in some places

■ 10 ; it widens as tho coast falls away. _
1033. Do you not think that a district is pretty well served if it gets a railway within 10 miles of it? I 
believe so ; but I believe that we should make a railway as cheaply as possible. We shall be taxed to pay 
for it, aud I do not think that it should he made except in the cheapest way.
1034. You are only giving it as a matter of opinion that the route which you suggest is tho host ? I
believe it to be the cheapest. „
1035. You believe that it would serve the people, the hulk of the settlers, just as well as the upper one
would ? It does not matter where the railway goes, some one will be out in the cold. They cannot all he 
suited. If it goes that way there will bo no occasion to cross the flats, and produce can ho taken down 
the river. I think our market is Brisbane, and that if the line is constructed the host of our produce will 
go to Queensland. _ _ .
1036. Then we had better not construct it if Queensland is going to make a railway for you ? I think it 
would he foolish to make an expensive line when a cheaper route is available.
1037. Did you come here to tell us that you do not want a railway ? Not if we are to be heavily taxed
in freight to pay for an expensive line. _ ,
1038. Near the river you will go to Brisbane? Well, we went to Brisbane before. At the start Brisbane
was our market, and all our produce went there. We had steamers trading there. _
1039. The country is too good to leave to Brisbane ;—have you anything else to say ? Nothing, except
that I hope you will take notice of the country to-morrow. _ .
1040. If. the coast line is connected with the Brisbane line, you will want a bridge like that over the 
Hawkesbury at Cudgen ? We could have a steam-ferry until a bridge could be built.
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Mr. John M'Collum, overseer of a sugar plantation, sworn, and examined:—
10-11. Ohairman.-\ What are you? Overseer of the Cudgen Sugar Plantation.
1042. How long have you been living in the district ? Three and a half years.
1013. Have you lived in the coast district for any length of time beyond that ? Almost five years.
1044. At Cudgen there is a sugar plantation owned by llobb & Co. ? Tes.
1045. We are told that the area of that is 2,876 acres? Yes. That is as near an estimate as I can
give you. ’
1046. And the 2,000 acres are first-class agricultural land, highly improved, and under cultivation ? There 
are about 1,000 acres under cane.
1047. Two thousand acres are first-class land, highly improved, and under cultivation? That is the 
estimate. Some of it is under grass.
1048. That has been put under grass ? Some of it has ; some of it was naturally grassed.
1049. What number of men are generally employed there all the year round ? About 180. At present 
there are about 300.
1050. You say that there are 180 men employed on the farm during the whole year ? In farming and in
connection with the mills. .
1051. Is it proposed by the Company to make further improvements there ? So I understand.
1052. A tramway ? Yes.
1053. Have you any idea what the cost of machinery was ? Only from the estimate that I have heard, 
and from the books—from £50,000 to £55,000.
1054. The land that the Company has is the pick of the district; there are not many more thousand 
acres like that ? There is more land in that block which the Company does not own.
1055. As good as it ? Yes, as good as the Company’s land.
1056. Have you anything else to. tell us,—do you know the land from Cudgen along the coast to the 
Brunswick ? Some of that land I know. 1 am not intimately acquainted with it.
1057. You do not know the railway line surveyed there ? Part of it, not all of it.
1058. Does it go through as good land as that at Cudgen ? I have only been on the border of the line. 
I have not been back far. People say that there is good scrub country, but I have not seen it myself.

Mr. J. 
M'CoIlum.
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Mr. William Bodgers Isaacs, manager of a sugar-mill, sworn, and examined
1059. Chairman^] You are manager of the Colonial Sugar Refinery Co.’s mill on the Tweed? Yes. Mr. W. R.
1060. Where is it situated ? At Condong. . Isaacs. "
1061. Can you tell us the average yield of sugar cane per acre in the district ? It varies very much ; I /---- -—v
should think it would average from 80 to 35 tons an acre. 22 Nov., 1889.
1062. How many cuttings do they get from one crop ? To advantage, I think they could take three.
1063. How long does it take the first crop to mature? That very much depends upon the description of 
the cane. There are some kinds that mature in from eighteen to twenty-two months. * There are other 
kinds that may be cut when they are from 12 to 15 months old.
1064. Will each kind yield about 35 tons to the acre ? No. The cane that yields that quantity is that 
which is 18 or 20 months old. I should think that the other on good land would give from 28 to 30 tons.
1065. What kind is grown most in this district ? At tho present time a cane that may be cut when it is
18 or 22 months old. '
1066. Have these canes distinctive names ? Yes.
1067. What are they ? The Eappo and the Singapore.
1068. The Singapore takes twenty months to mature ? It may bo cut when it is 15 or 18 months old.
1069. What does the Company pay for the cane per ton ? The stipulated price is 10s. a ton, but of 
course that is regulated in some cases by the value of the cane, which is arrived at by analysis. Some 
canes of course may not be worth 10s. a ton. By the Company’s agreement, 10s. a ton is paid for sound 
ripe cane. There may be cane not quite so good for manufacturing sugar as other cane, and consequently 
not worth 10s. a ton.
1070. Who determines whether the cane is sound and ripe? We keep a chemist, and determine that by 
analysis.
1071. And the farmers are satisfied ? Yes, I think so ; but it is only reasonable to suppose that a man 
does not like his price cut down.
1072. Can you give us any idea of what it costs per acre to cultivate the cane? Well; I should think 
from £3 to £5 an acre.
1073. Do you cut it? We cut it, and wo give Is. for drawing it to the river hanks, and provide the drays.
1074. I suppose the construction of a railway, or the improvements of the river, would not very much 
increase the production of sugar? I think the construction of a railway would materially increase it, for, 
from what I know of the country some little distance off the river, I am of opinion that there are many 
spots in which cane could be cultivated with advantage if there were means of getting it to a mill.
1075. That is on the upper line ? Yes. .
1076. Do you know (hat country fairly well ? I know it very well. ■
1077. What is tho character of the country on the two lines ? I cannot say that I know the character of 
the country on the lower lino, I know it on the other line.
1078. What is the character of it on the upper line ? It is a succession of open ridges, with scrub in 
places ; but off the road there are very large areas of good country, which you do not see at all by travel
ling it—rich scrub land, totally different from that which you sec along the road.
1079. You think the railway would assist people to develop the land by growing sugar on it? Certainly.
1080. Vlfr. Garrard.~\ Supposing this land were cultivated half a dozen miles along the line, tho producers 
would have to load it on to the railway, bring it to the river, tranship it into punts, and punt it to tho 
mill—would not that add to the cost and diminish the profits of the producer? No, because I think that 
if cane were brought into the river in that way, the Company would construct a line of their own, so that 
the trucks could be shunted on to it. It is not absolutely necessary for our purpose to have the cane on 
the river in punts ; we can put it on to our cane carrier from the hank.
1081. The railway would have to be carried to your works, or legislative power given you to construct a
branch line to that ? Yes. -
1082. Have you tramways running over the line now ? We have a tramway which we run up and down
the bank. J L
1083. Only on your own land ? Yes. 1084.
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1084. You have no legislative power to go over other peoples land ? None at all.
1085. Do you think that if a railway were constructed, you would send your produce—your sugar by it 
to Sydney? I cannot say. It does not come within my province; that would rest wholly and solely 
with the authorities in Sydney.
1080. At present you suffer some disabilities in sending your sugar down ? We suffer very great 
disabilities.
1087. You have to punt it down to .tho Tweed Heads, and tranship it into a vessel there ? Yes.
1088. Which may or may not be bar-bound ? Yes. .
1089. That does not matter very much to you—sugar is not a perishable article ? It is a perishable 
commodity in one way—it might happen that we wanted the sugar.
1090. Under these circumstances, do you not think it reasonable to suppose that your company would 
avail themselves of the railway to take the sugar to a port which would be always open—either Byron 
Bay or the Bichmond ? I cannot say definitely that they would use the railway ; but it is possible. If 
they thought it to their advantage they would do so.
1091. The chief productions of the district are sugar and timber? . There is maize.
1092. Not much ? Because there is no means of getting it away.
1093. Do you think that there would be a large development with tho railway ? Unquestionably.
1094. Therefore, the Committee in considering the outward freight of the railway, cannot look upon sugar 
as an important part of it. We have it in evidence that we must not expect much from timber; so that 
the traffic will come from the future development of maize growing ? Dairying is another industry.
1095. The development of maize growing and dairying must take place in the future ? 1 suppose it will
ho in the future.
1090. Knowing the district fairly well, you consider that the proposed line to Murwillumbah would give the 
greatest amount of benefit to the largest number ? Yes. '
1097. Ghairman.~\ I suppose sugar cane would stand tho cost of haulage as well as coal would ? I should 
think so.
1098. Mr. Lee.'] Would you have any objection to tell the Committee the number of tons of sugar, you 
send from your mill to Sydney per annum ? I could not tell you that from memory, because I am not 
prepared with the figures.
1099. Have you any idea of the number of tons of coal that you receive iu a year ? That very much
depends. The largest amount we ever received was 1,800 tons—sometimes it is 500, 600, or 700 tons, 
according to our requirements. _
1100. I want to ask you a few questions about Byron Bay. Tho distance from Murwillumbah to Byron 
Bay is 32 miles. Supposing a harbour were made at Byron Bay, which would give a perfect shelter to

' vessels in all weathers, so that they could load and unload, do you think.it at all likely that your company 
would send their sugar from there to Sydney, and receive their coals back that way ? Of course I could 
not answer for what they would do.
1101. Would the fact that a secure harbour means reduced insurance, and low freight be a consideration ? 
Yes ; that would be a consideration.
1102. At the present time, may I ask, do your company take the sole risk, or do they insure ? They 
insure. I do not think it is customary for them to insure coal; but they insure sugar.
1103. Could you tell me the rate of insurance which they usually pay ? I do not know what it is.
1104. Have you any objection to say what the freight per ton is from Newcastle to the mill? I think 
the contract this year is either 13s. or 15s. ; I am not sure which.
1105. Is that the freight ? For a cargo of coals up, and sugar back.
1106. That is the freight alone ?, Yes.
1L07. If Byron Bay were made a harbour, what ought to be the freight, considering that it would he so 
much closer and a safe port ? I do not know. Judging from the freights that are charged to Brisbane, 
I think they ought to bring it to Byron Bay for about 8s.
1108. The distance from Byron Bay to Murwillumbah being 32 miles, and the specified rate for coal as 
set down in the railway rates, Id. at ton,—you could bring it up for 10s. 8d., instead of 15s. as you pay 
now. If that were the case would you he likely to use the Byron Bay route ? I think it likely that if 
the freight were reduced to that extent, the company would use the railway.
1109. Your company is not wedded to any particular route ? Not that I am aware of. .
1110. Are they likely to make use of the cheaper route ? I think it likely that they would make use of 
the cheaper route.
1111. And the safer ? Yes ; and the safer.
1112. If Byron Boy breakwater were constructed, and proper facilities given for loading and unloading, 
and it were cheaper, you would probably use the railway ? I should say that the company would take it 
into consideration, hut I am not prepared to say what they would do.

Mr. 'William Wardrop, storekeeper, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. W. 1113. Chairman.] You are a storekeeper in this town ? Yes.

Wardrop. 1114. How long have you been there ? A little over eleven years. '
----- -—n 1115. Will you tell the Committee anything that suggests itself to you ? I would rather the Committee

22 Nov., 1889. would ask me questions.
1116. You are in tho habit of getting goods from Sydney ? Yes.
1117. Which way do you get them ? By steamer and by sailing vessels.
1118. That is to the Tweed Biver Heads ? They arc delivered at tho wharf by drogher.
1119. What does it cost you a ton to get the goods delivered at the wharf hero ? On the average 80s. a 
ton. There are three rates—for dead weight, measurement, and parcels. Of course they very often 
charge by the parcel, as that is the best paying rate. They charge up to £8 a ton by tho parcel.
11191. If you send down fifty packages, and they put them as parcels, you have to pay the rate? Yes.
1120. Have you to keep larger stocks in your store by reason of the uncertainty of communication than 
you would otherwise have to do ? Certainly.
1121. That is a source of loss to you and an additional cost to the people who deal with you ? Yes ; 
before the steamers started to trade here we generally kept three months’ stock in hand; now we can 
afford to do with about one month’s.

-1122. Do you ever run short now ? Occasionally we run short, of course 
1123. That might place one storekeeper at a disadvantage ? We are all on the same footing. 1124.
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1121'. If the railway were constructed, say to Byron Bay, and a port made there, do you think that the ■ Mr.-W:' 
prodime trom tins district—from the greater part of the district, both that settled now, and that which Wardrop. 
will be settlod in the future—would go by it? Not unless the freights were cheaper than steamer 
sailing vessel rates. r
11 oc’ ?° ^0l1 ^no'Y ^ie pres6nt railway freights ? I heard it stated just now what they are for coal.

•iiiT SUpPu0S? 7°? do no1i kno1w a»ything about the general railway freight ? I have had nothing to do 
with them; but 1 observe that there arc great complaints in other parts of the Colony about the charges.

°f msu™’ 7 miShfc merltioih are 25s. per £100 by steamer and 40s. by sa:iin°- vessel, 
iioo wl1 I®11 -te 1 u? tiie cost of freight to the Eichmond River ? From 17s. Gd. to 22s. 6d. .
iion oTifc ^ ^ to tlie ti-^arence? From 15s. to £J dead weight and measurement. .
Just so t“at ^0U are paying from 7s. Gd. to 10s. Gd. a ton more than the Eichmond Eiver people ?

1130. Do you think that the people woulu get their goods from and send their produce to the Eichmond
Eiver m the event of tins railway being constructed ? Not if the river were open. . .
1131. ±hen to make the railway pay it would be better to put a log of wood across the entrance to the 

' tE d° no1t.saJ that I reckon that the railway would act as a feeder to tho river if it were open.
1132 Do you think that if the river were open there would be sufficient trade along the line to make it 
pay r I do not think that it would pay for some wears.
1133. How many years do you think it would be before it would pay ? I do not think that it would pay 
for the next decade. . J
lld4. Do you think the Parliament of this country would bo justified in recommending a railway that is 
not to pay for a decade ? Not for this particular part of the district. .

p° y°u mean for the township of Murwillumbah? No. That is but a small portion of the 
district. 1

«>UI1ti7 between hero and the Brunswick or Byron Bay ? That is only a small portion. 
1,137. Is that trie portion you refer to ? I say that I do not think the people would send the bulk of 
tneir goods that way if the river were open, unless the rates were much cheaper than those of the sailing 
vessels or steamers. .
1138.. The fact of getting more rapid aud regular communication would have nothing to do with it? If 
the river were.open we should get just as good communication by it as by Byron Bay.
1139. Is the river open now ? No ; it has not been open for some years.
1140. What is your definition of an open river ? When a steamer can come up. •
1141. Have you had an open river ? Tes ; the “ Arracoon,” a steamer from Brisbane, delivered goods
here when I nrst.came up. She carried about 70 tons, and her register was about 36 or 40 tons. ■ ■
1142. How far did she go ? I have seen her 2 miles above where we are.
1143. Has the river been silting up since then ? I believe the flats have been getting worse. In fact, the 
channel I came up first was where the dredge has been working.
f n?k think that there is a likelihood of a railway paying for many years if it is constructed,
and that if the river is open it certainly should not bo constructed? I do not say that it should not be 
constructed. . .
IbfS. As a member of the community, you do not want to see the people’s money thrown'away—you do 
not think the railway would pay ? I do not think it would pay for some years. "
1146. Surely you would not, just for the sake of seeing a locomotive running here, advocate the expendi
ture ox this money ? No. ' *
1147. Do you know anything of the route between the Brunswick and the Tweed Eiver Heads? The
coast line ? .
1148. Yes? No. . . '
1149. You are familiar with the country' on the route which we are considering ? I know it by travelling
along the road. . j a
1150. Is it good counlry? Fairly good. . ....
1151. Is it as good as we see about here ? Some quite as good.1 . . '
1152. Do you think that if this line were constructed it would serve the greatest number of people? 
Certainly.
1153. It would serve the greatest area of land? The most of the land is about the north, south, and middle
arms of the river. . . .
1154. If the railway is to be used this would be tho best place to bring it to ? Either here or a little bit
higher up. ‘ ' .
1155. Do you think that if the Queensland authorities construct a railway to the border the people will
avail.themselves of it? I suppose people will deal in the cheapest market. This will be a great dairying 
iiSrr^1CTirind ^ they find the market better at Brisbane the people will send their produce there.
1156. What is the reason that the Brisbane boat loft off running here ? The ship they ran here was lost.
First they had the Arracoon, and then they had the “ Kalara,” but she was a failure in delivering 
goods up the river, and went down a mile outside the heads. . '

Mr. James Black, farmer, sworn, and examined :—
1157. Chairman.'] What are you? A farmer. ' Mr J Black
lloS. Living where? About a mile from Murwillumbah, three quarters of a mile on the south side of ^

iv,.. ■ 22 Nov.,-1880..Lloy. rlow long have you been living here ? Over twenty-two years.
1160. Have you made your fortune ? Not yet. '
1161. How much laud have yot got ? 280 acres where I am living.
1162. - What have you to tell the Committee ;—what do you principally cultivate ? My principal crop of 
i i id/'t'1'5 id keeU sugar-eane> with maize and potatoes when the season is favourable.
potato^8 a SGason f°' growing potatoes ? Very good. I have raised very good crops of

iiei What do you eaU a good crop ? I consider them a payable crop. I never actually, weighed a G'' •' .C
quantity per acre. I have grown them and sold them in the district. " ■ 7

vs" t0i^0U |iaow what the yield of potatoes is ;—W e were told that 5 tons or G tons per acre had been 7 '
get. 1 do not doubt it. I believe that that quantity could be got in favourable seasons. A wet season' '
is detrimental to the crop. With our dry land they can be grown in any season. . 116G.
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Mr. J. Black, nog. How many "bushels of maize can you grow to the acre—what is the highest quantity that you have
; -A—~s known ? I have grown over 60 bushels to the acre on the farm on which I am living. Ot course it was
22 Nov., 1889. v;rein soil at the time, and that makes a vast difference.

1167. Have you continued growing maize? Occasionally; not where I have been living ot la e years,
Of course I may mention that I am indirectly interested in this line. My son has another selection near
the proposed coast route, and we have grown maize on that, but with not such good results. Ike soi _ is o 
volcanic formation—red soil, the same as at Cudgen, and I have found from experience that that is no 
as good for maize growing as the alluvial land on the banks of the river. o -rr t i i, _
1168. Do you know the country between here and the Brunswick on the two lines . Yes; 1 have been
over a good part of it. , i ■ i ji mi •„
1169. Which line do you think would serve the district best ? The upper line most decidedly, ihere is
no doubt in my own mind about the quantity of country that would be opened up.
1170. Are you interested in land on the lower line ? On both lines. . i
1171. You have a good knowledge of the country ? I have. I may state that 1 have been over the whole
of the Tweed district. I have traversed it in many different parts. I went through the country where the 
proposed railway will go years before there was any settlement there. I have started from the coast and 
run the country up, and come out at the head of the south arm of the l weed. 11
1172. So you have a good knowledge of it, and with that knowledge you say that the upper route would 
be of most advantage to the people ? Most certainly. There is no question about tho extent ol country
on the two routes. , , . on
1173. Would there be more country available for settlement on the upper route than on the lower . Joy

1174. Is there anything else you would like to tell the Committee? I have been an advocate for tho
opening up of the river. I believe that the river should be opened up, and I believe that the improvement 
of navigation would be a means of feeding the railway if constructed, and would cause it to be a better 
paying line than it otherwise would be. I do not moan to say one word against the Byron Bay scheme, 
but I treat it as premature. I think that if a railway were constructed between the deep-waters of the 
Bichmond and the navigable waters of the Tweed, and a little improvement were made in the Tweed, ail 
requirements for the next half century would be answered. I do not say but what Byron Bay will become 
necessary when there is a large trade, and the country is densely populated; but at the present tnno 1 do 
not think it is required. If we had a line of railway to open up the country, between the two rivers, and 
an outlet at each end, so that the settlers could send their produce away by it, all requirements would be 
met, and the expensive works of Byron Bay would not be necessary. . , m j i xi
1175. You think a line of railway,ought to be constructed between tho two rivers—the Tweed and the 
Bichmond? To my mind it is simply a question whether the Government is going to.leave the best 
portion of their territory locked up or open it by a railway, because, without a railway, it is impossible 
for the country to be settled, or the settlers to make a living.
1176. You think that a railway running between the two rivers would induce settlement ? I do.
1177. What chance do you think there is of the railway paying interest and working expenses ? I do 
not say that it would pay from the start, because it will take a certain amount of time to develop 
industries. The settlers up to the present time have only been making the improvements that the Act 
requires—it is all that they have been able to do, so that of necessity it will be several years before the 
laud can be properly brought into use. If the railway were a certainty, no doubt the settlers would start 
at once and improve their holdings. I do not think it could be expected that the line would pay from the 
commencement.
1178. Do you think there is a fair chance of such a line ultimately paying £6,000 or £7,000 a year .
That depends very much upon the prosperity of the country. If the country is prosperous I am under 
the impression that there is not a line in the Colony which will pay better, because of the fertility of the 
soil here and the extent of good land. .
1179. Mi\ Garrard.] Do you know anything of the country between Casino and Grafton? I know'it

1180. Do you think it is desirable to construct a line between these two points ? I do not know. It 
will depend very much upon where the line will terminate at Grafton.
1181. At Grafton itself, in the city. The project before us is a line from Grafton to the Tweed. If any
portion of that line were a dead horse, the rest of the line would have to carry the loss ;—do you think 
that the southern terminal point of the line should be at Grafton or at the Bichmond ? 1 am not in a
position to answer that question. I believe it could not be so densely settled as the land between the 
Bichmond and the Tweed could be. The land is not of the same quality, although there is good land 
there. The good land does not exist to the same extent as between tho Bichmond and the Tweed.
1182. I suppose there is very little prospect of anything going past the Bichmond to Grafton? I think 
so. There might be a market at Grafton, but I do not think that if there were means of shipment at 
the Bichmond it would be likely that anything would pass that river.

SATURDAY, 23 NOVEMBER, 1889.
The Sectional Committee met at Burringbar, en route to the BrunswicTc River.

present:—
JOSEPH PALMEB ABBOTT, Esq. (Chairman).

Jacob Garrard, Esq. | Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed railw'ay from Grafton to The Tweed.

G. Wilkins, 
Esq.

23 Nov.,1889.

George Wilkins, Esq., failway surveyor, sworn, and examined : —
1183. Mr. Garrard^ You are a surveyor in the Bailway Construction Department?
1184. How long have you occupied that position? Nearly nine years.
1185. How long have you been in this district ? Three years. _

Yes.

1186
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11S6. Engaged in the survey of this Kne all the time ? Yes. .
1187. -Are you familiar with the country between Byron Bay and Murwillumbah ? Iso 
Byron Bay and Burringbar.
ileo furth?^0r1th ? ^°- 1 have been over ifc. but I do not know it in detail. . '
i ion -n m0r? dlfficult P0^1011 the lille is Portl1 of this ? It is all difficult from Brunswick to the Tweed. 
i toi wJ? a ,inow auythnig of the alternative or coast line ? Yes ; I surveyed the trial line there.
i toi’ Tt • u y°U thmk JWOuld be the rulmg gra<Je upon that coast line ? There is no question of grade
there. J t is all easy country. 1 ■
l Ioq V di y°U be the best SracIes 011 this hue have you any idea ? The steepest grade ?
ii of’ v ’ 11 x0U f be i"1 40 Unless our Present attempts to reduce it to 1 in 50 are successful.
1191. lou cannot get anytmng less? There will perhaps be one or two short places of 1 in 40, but in
general it will be better than that of course,-
1195. Do you think that this inland line serves the more people and better country of the two ? Yes. 
It goes through a better class of country than the coast line. *
difference616 ^ ^ °f di®erence in tllc cost of construction ? Yes, there will be a large

liQ?. But there can be no comparison between the quantity and quality of good land ? No. This is the 
better m every respect. " °
1198. Aie you engaged upon any deviations ? This is the permanent survey. I am making a few altera
tions as 1 go on. °
I1"' ™[e y°U Soing rigbt througb to Murwillumbah ? Yes. * '
Ton?" wvre 1S-n? °ne ^ tbe route now? Mr- L1°yd is following me with the levels.
1201. Where is he? At the Brunswick.
1202. You have finished, then, from Byron Bay to the Brunswick ? We have finished from Byron Bay
to the Brunswick. - , j j
1203. And from Byron Bay to Bismore ? It is finished
1204. Did you do that line ? I did a part of it. .
1205. Who did the rest ? Mr. Lloyd did part of it.
1206. All the way to Casino ? Mr. Lloyd began at Grafton. We did it in alternative pieces with other
surveyors to Byron Bay. • ■ • r
t^oaq" vr' L1T\is thcouty surveyor in the district who knows anything about that ? About the far end. 
lono’ t>°U 0nly, • ^ ^oni Byron Bay to this place ? From near Lismore to this place.
i oia mi? y!0U tbul <; . y tbe best ronte has been secured along there ? Yes, certainly I do.
1211 Ihe line goes right down to Byron Bay;—is that necessary to avoid ranges, or only to touch the 
bay _ i cannot say whether an alternative line could be obtained to avoid touching Byron Bay, because 
no trial surveys have been made.
1211. Hpw long do you estimate that it will be before you finish your work through to Murwillumbah ? 
I( our or five months. j j t,
the ^evS'timf? ^ ^ 1!ne StartS west'of B3rron Bay, at a point marked 105 miles ? Do you mean

1213. Yes ? The junction is at the Brunswick.
1214. At 120 miles ? At 120 miles.

-Ph® surveyed line from the 120-mile peg to Cudgen runs parallel with the coast the whole wav, 
and but a short distance from it ? Not more than half a mile from it. ‘
121G ConsequenUy, it is a considerable distance away from the bulk of the rich laud and the settle
ment r Yes. .

?t° y°U kn,0W anything of tbe line from peg 110 into Murwillumbah ? Yes.
1218. Have you been engaged on it recently ? Yes. -
1219. Have you succeeded in altering the original survey ? Yes.
1220. By reducing the grade in any way ? Yes. .
1221. And straightening the line ? Yes. '
1222. To any considerable extent ? Yes; there is a saving of nearly 4 miles, between Byron Bay and

i0n , 6 origIIlaf hnc. It went along the base of tho main coast range all the way.
1223. Ihe line has been reduced by at least 4 miles ? Yes.
1224. Have you succeeded in reducing the grades? There was no question of grade there; it was all
easy country. “ ’
i on? Terr?™v fbere and Murwillumbah ? Between Brunswick and Byron Bay. 
i oow about tlie P^ce between Brunswick and Murwillumbah ? There are several bad grades,
looo rid 0md y°u look uP°n that as tbe most difficult portion of the line ? Yes.
1228. The most costly to construct ? Yes. '
1229. Having gone over both lines—from Byron Bay to Murwillumbah, and from the Brunswick to 
Cudgen—you have no hesitation in telling the Committee that the route to Murwillumbah passes through 
the best land ? Jes ; I certainly think so.
i o'o?’ n° y°U Pbblk Pba4 route would serve the greater number of settlers ? Yes.
12 Y" 9 °tv?0U ^r1Sib make an.T suggestions to the Committee while they are on the spot as to either 
route. J\o. I do not think there is anything that occurs to me. .
1232. Chairman^ Do you think it will be possible to reduce these grades to 1 in 
reasonable expense ? Yes; we are nowr engaged in trying to do that.
1233. And you hope to get that grade ? Yes.
i ook' tt011 bave been M Many other parts of the Colony engaged on surveys ? Yes. • '
ioqp Aje-ry0U eVer S?en suPer'or barld t° that through which the proposed line passes ? Never.
123b And 1 suppose the worst of the land here is better than the bulk of the land in the Colony ? I 
1 oold vwYS?y ^ course there are bad patches in this country as well as anywhere else.
1237. What would you call the land we have come through to-day ? That is fairly good. It is not so 
good as you will find further on.
i oqo ww fr°m tbe 1laDds on this river’the wbole of the land through which the line goes is good ? Yes. 
1239. What surveys have you been on? Goulburn to Cooma, Goulburn to Crookwell, llobertson to 
Moss Yale, St, Peters to Liverpool, and Grafton to the Tweed.

‘ 2 («)—E 1240.
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G. Wilkins, 1240. Are the bad lands here as good as the generality of the lands there ? Yes.
Esq. 1241. What are called bad lands here are as good as the average lands between G-oulburn and Orooliwell.

SSNov., 1889. 1242. And the good land in this district is superior to any land in the districts which you have mentioned ?
No. There are very fertile patches in the neighbourhood of Orookwell, perhaps equal to almost the best
land in this district. ,
1243. Not of the same extent ? Not of the same extent. They are only small patches.
1244. This district per acre would sustain a very much larger population than the other districts which 
you have mentioned ? I certainly think so.

SATURDAY, 23 NOVEMBER, 1889.
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Brunswick River, at 3 p.m.

^prmnt:—
JOSEPH PALMER ABBOTT, Esq. (Chairman). ’

Jacob G-arrard, Esq., . | Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Grafton to the Tweed.

Mr. John M'Gregor, farmer, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. J. 1245. Mr. Qarrard.'] What is your occupation ? I am a farmer.

M'Gregor. 1246. How far do you live from here ? Seven miles. 
f —a-'-', 1247. 'How long have you resided in the district ? Eight years.

23Nov., 1889. j248. What area of land have you ? Eour hundred acres. _ . ,
1249. How much of it is under cultivation? One hundred and twenty acres ot it arc cleared and under
artificial grasses. ,
1250. Is any under corn, or anything of that kind ? There will be some shortly.
1251. What you have cleared is principally under grass ? Artificial grass. . .. .,
1252. What is the principal product of the district? At present wo arc engaged m dairying pursuits, 
but the district is eminently suited for the growth of sugar-cane, and that industry _ would have been 
established had it not been for the difficulty of access. We had a letter from the Colonial bugar Company
to that effect. • i n o c -j.

■ 1253. Where do you send your produce—to the Richmond, the Tweed, or the Brunswick . ^.om® 9r
goes to the Richmond. This entrance is so uncertain that the dairy produce aeteriorates m quality before 
it reaches the metropolis. _
1254. How far is it from here to Ballina ? Thirty miles. .
1255. How far to Murwillumbah ? Twenty-five miles. _
1256. Some of your produce goes to the Richmond—to Ballina? Some of it goes to Ballina.
1257. You know the proposal to construct a railway from Grafton, via Casino, Lismore, Byron Bay, and 

■ Brunswick, to Murwillumbah ? I understand that.
1258. Do you know anything about the route it takes ? I know a little about the route. I have been
over some of it. . . . ,. „ 0
1259. Do you know anything of the country which the lino would serve ;—is it good, bad, or indifferent. 
All the country within 2 miles of the coast is of the very best description, in my opinion.
1260. Between Byron Bay and the Brunswick a line runs within three-quarters of a mile of the coast—
would that serve the people, or would it be better if it were taken further inland ? Settlers would derive 
more benefit by having the line further inland. _ • i i o t i
1261. Do you know anything about the country between Brunswick and Murwillumbah. I have 
travelled through it frequently.
1262. Is it'good land? I consider it some of the very best land. _ .
1263. Do you know anything about the alternative route leaving the Brunswick and running to the south 
head of the Tweed. I know very little about that.
1264. Do you know anything about the country at all? Only along the coast.
1265. Is it any good ? It is not so good along the coast. There is a strip of barren country along the

1266. 'Would a line further inland serve the people better than the coast line ? Yes, I believe so.
1267. Supposing the line were constructed, where would be the market for the Brunswick people ?
nearest shipping-port that would offer the greatest facilities. _
1268. Either Byron Bay or the Richmond ? Either Byron Bay or the Richmond. __ _ _
1269. I suppose you look upon Byron Bay as being the best place for a port ? In my opinion it will serve
the people of the district. _ _
1270. I suppose you do not see much prospect of the Brunswick being made of much account ? We feel
very confident that it is necessary to improve the Brunswick, because there is sufficient codar and other 
timber to keep vessels going here for a number of years. •
1271. Supposing there were no harbour at Byron Bay, and your nearest deep-water port were Lismore,
do you think the products of the district would go there—would a railway there increase the products ? 
Yes. Unless there was a regular and quick communication between here and the metropolis, it would 
pay better to send it to Lismore. _
1272. As a matter of fact, there is not that communication now ? No. < _
1273. Nor likely to be ? No. Of course, when the bar is improved I cannot say what it will be.
1274. Do you think the people of the district would use the railway if it were constructed ? Most
assuredly. There will be a great trade between this district and the Richmond. _ _ _
1275. Is there much dairying produce sent from here? I consider that the district is suited for dairying. 

.1276. Is there much dairying at present ? Nearly all who are engaged in anything are engaged in
dairying and cattle-raising.
1277. Nearly all the produce goes via the Richmond ? Yes.
1278. So that a railway would give you quicker communication ? Yes.

The

1279.
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1279. Do you know the nature of the country between here and Lismore ? Yes. ^
1280. The line is brought very close to the coast at Byron Bay—are there any natural difficulties—a M Gregor,
range or anything like that—which necessitate the railway being pushed out to that point ? I believe 23Mb^-1889 
there is a range close to the coast, but I do not know that that offers any obstacle. ' ■
1281. You think that the desirability of getting to Byron Bay may have had something to do with the
direction of the railway ? It is probable. -
1282. If the railway were constructed do you think there would be a large increase in the population and 
the production of the place. Most assuredly I do.
1283. Do you know the estimated cost of the railway ? No.
1284. £192,000 from Grafton to the Tweed—that is a large amount of money on which to pay interest 
and working expenses. There is nothing in the district now to pay that—it is only the future develop
ment that will warrant the expenditure ? I think the future development would warrant it.
1285. Do you know anything of the country between Casino and Grafton ? No, except what I have
heard. .
1286. Do you think people would pass by Lismore and carry produce to Grafton ? I do not think they 
would pass the Richmond.
1287. You think that the Richmond would be the nearest port after Byron Bay ? Yes.
1288. And that they would not go beyond Lismore ? Yes. '
1289. So that the people in this district have no interest in the portion of the line between Casino and 
Grafton ? Not the slightest.
1290. And if there is less likelihood of that portion earning interest on the capital it will be a dragon the
whole line ? Yes, to a certain extent. ■
1291. And, therefore, it is to your interest that it should not be constructed ? Well, it would be against 
our interest as members of the community.
1292. Is there much timber left in this district ? I understand that there are several millions of feet of
timber—a considerable quantity of it standing, at the present time, far back at the very head of the 
Brunswick—or rather on the Richmond River waters. .
1293. Do you think that if the railway were constructed any timber would be carried by it—the timber 
at the present time goes in the log ? Yes.
1294. Do you think that if radway communication were given it would lead to the establishment of saw
mills near where the timber was growing, and that the dressed stuff would be sent to market ? I think 
it probable that saw-mills would be established in the district, and that there would be a considerable 
amount of freight for the railway in supplying the various parts of the country.
-1295. You know where it is proposed to cross the Brunswick by the railway ? Yes. _
1296. I suppose the river is not navigable there P It is considered navigable 8 miles up for a fair-sized 
punt.
1297. A railway bridge would not interfere with that—your punts, I suppose, are not more than 6 feet
above the level of the water ? A punt has no mast, of course. _
1298. The construction of a railway bridge at the proposed site would not be any hindrance to the navi
gation of the river, if you are dependant upon punts ? In my opinion it would not be.
1299. Is there anything else which you would like the Committee to know ? I think they ought to know 
that we have endeavoured to establish the sugar industry in the district, and have petitioned several 
companies to that effect, but the invariable reply we have obtained is that owing to the difficulty of access 
they could not see their way to invest capital in the district. Wo are, therefore, debarred from growing 
-sugar-cane, which ought to be the staple product of the district.
1300. Where is your farm ? South-west from here. '
1301. I presume it is better country than that nearer to the Brunswick ? Yes ; this is what I referred to 
■as lying close to the coast.
1302. It would not be fair to judge the Brunswick by what we see between the ferry and here ? Cer
tainly not. I might say that we offered to grow cane for 8s. a ton, which is a great deal less than the 
farmers on the other rivers get. In some cases they get 14s. _
1303. The difficulty of getting the sugar away is so great that no company will establish a mill? Yes. ■
1304. There is not sufficient capital among the people here to establish a mill? We tried to do that, bat 
we considered that the risk was too great, as we should have had to mortgage our farms.
1305. Were you engaged in farming before you came here ? No.
1306. Are you a native of this Colony? No; I am a native of Scotland.
1307. Chairman.^ Would cane stand the cost of haulage from here to Lismore or to Murwillumbah at 
the ordinary rates, supposing there were no mills at all. Dor example, the cost of getting coal is 11s. a 
ton, the cost of haulage on the railway, Id. a ton per mile. We are told that the cost of producing sugar 
cane is about £6 a ton, and that the value of the sugar cane is about £17 10s. an acre. Would it be of 
such value as to bear the cost of carriage from the Brunswick, either to the Tweed or to the Richmond ?
J do not understand you—the sugar cane would not be carried ; it would only be the manufactured article.
1308. You would have to carry the unmanufactured article if you had not a mill—what I want to know 
is would the difference between the cost of producing the cane, and the value of the cane when grown, bo 
sufficient to bear the cost of carriage ? Certainly.
1309. Then you are prepared to sell for 2s. a ton less than they are selling it for on the Tweed? Yes.
1310. It would not matter to you if the company bought it from you, whether they carried it up or down ?
We offered to sell it for 8s. per ton on the land. .
1311

1312
1313 

-1314 
1315 
.1316 
1317 
hood

. And they are paying 10s. a ton on the Tweed? Yes.

James Anderson, Esq;, licensed surveyor, sworn, and examined:—
. Mr. Lee.'] Where do you reside ? At present in Lismore.
. What is your occupation ? I am a licensed surveyor.
. Are you a land owner? Yes ; I have a section of land.
. In this district? 4 miles from here, on the Brunswick River.
. Have you resided in this district? I have resided here six years as the Government surveyor.
. Is that the extent of your residence in this .portion of the Colony ? In this immediate neighbour- 
it is. * 1318.

J. Anderson, 
Esq.

23^0^^1889.
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J. Anderson, 1318. I should be glad to hear what you have to say with reference to the railway proposal—first as to
®?cl- the route ? Tes ; that is the most important thing. I know all the land along the coast line, and it is

eertainly very inferior country when compared with that on the other route.
• ov., • 1319. Is that the Cudgen route ? Tes I do not consider that it goes through a really fertile farm all the 

way between Cudgen and the Brunswick. That 20 miles of line could be constructed without a station 
being necessary. The only place where they could get good land in the vicinity of the coast route would 
he at Burringhar Creek, and take the loading from there to the coast at Mooball Creek. The Burringbar 
Creek extends from 3 to 8 miles westward of the coast route, but the inland route travels right through it.
1320. Now what about the route which we are investigating—-from Murwillumbah to the Brunswick ? 
That passes through very rich land.
1321. Are you acquainted with all the country along the route? I have been all through that district.
1322. Surveying portions of it? I have surveyed nearly all of it.
1323. Tou are intimately acquainted with it ? Very intimately acquainted with it.

•1324). What do you think of it as a producing country ? I think it could produce very heavy crops of
maize and sugar-cane. I have not been a producer myself.
1325. Still you are thoroughly acquained with the capabilities of the district ? Tes, and I think that they 
are very great.
1326. Now, as to the rainfall of the district ? On one occasion in three months we had only thirteen 
dry days. I have never kept any return of it, but I have seen by the newspaper reports that we have a 
rainfall of somewhere between 80 and 90 inches in the year.
1327. How will the line now surveyed from here to the Byron and thence to Lismore answer the require
ments of the bulk of the residents in the district ? The line from the Brunswick to Byron Bay ?
1328. Yes ? That would be sufficient for our local wants.
1329. How would it meet the requirements of the settlers in the Brunswick district? No produce from 
anywhere near the Brunswick would go to the Tweed—it would all go to Byron Bay.
1330. Could any deviation be made in the line that would better serve the interests of the residents here ? 
It avoids altogether the Mullumbimbi residents, by going straight across here; but to my knowledge 
there is a very high range there, and I do not think it would be possible to cross it. I think the surveyors 
have tried it.
1331. Tou think that the most available route has been obtained ? I do.
1332. And you think that it will fairly suit the requirements of the bulk of the people ? I do.
1333. Which port would be the most suitable and convenient for the people to ship from ? Byron Bay, 
most undoubtedly.
1334. Ho you know anything of the Tweed Heads ? I cannot say that I do. I have crossed over there two or 
three times, but I have never paid much attention to the country.
1335. What kind of craft trade to this river ? The vessel in at present, the “ White Cloud,” is the
regular trader. She belongs to Mr. Kethel. ,
1336. What is about her tonnage ? Thirty-five tons they say. I do not know anything about shipping.
1337. Are there any steamers trading here ? Not regular traders.
1338. Occasionally ? We have had one occasionally.
1339. Do they not come here because there is no produce to send away, or because of the bad entrance to
the river ? 1 think that the bad entrance to the river has as much to do with it as anything.
1340. What is the chief thing sent away from here at present? Timber.
1341. Any maize ? I think maize is grown.
1342. Is there much grown at present ? I do not think so. I think the difficulty of getting it away 
prevents the farmers from growing it.
1343. Would there be much grown if a ready means of transit could be found ? I think so.
1344. Do I understand that the district requires an outlet for the produce that could be grown here? 
Tes.
1345. That means some port to which ships could come at all times ? Tes.
1346. Do you know about how much land has been taken up in this immediate locality ? A great deal 
has been taken up since I left here two years ago. On a rough estimate I should say something like
40,000 acres. I include Mooball and Burringbar.
1347. Is the country in that locality equal to the scrub country you came through this morning? Tes.
1348. How far does the scrub country extend west of the roaii which we came down this morning ? I 
really could not tell you. I know that it goes right on to what we call the Night-cap Bange ; and when 
you are there you can see the scrub land far out to the west,
1349. What distance would that be ? Over 30 miles, I suppose. .
1350. Have you any suggestions to make to the Committee ? I have no suggestions to make. I am of 
opinion that if the country were properly developed, even an entrance to the Brunswick would not be 
sufficient to take away half the produce.
1351. Tou must get to some better port to meet a better class of steamers, and the only means of getting 
to a better port is by a railway ? Tes.
1352. Such a port if constructed at Byron Bay would answer all your requirements ? Tes.
1353. Failing that you would have to go to Lismore ? Tes.
1354. Byron Bay would serve this part of the country better than Lismore would ? Tes.

Mr. William Caleb Andrews, constable, sworn, and examined :—
^r'W- 1355. Chairman.'] What are you ? Constable, stationed at the Brunswick. »

1356. How long have you been here ? Over three years.
23Nov., 1889. ^ow far 4oe® y°.ur district extend down the Brunswick;—is it a portion of the Tweed Police

’ District? The district in which I collect the Electoral Boll, and which I reckon includes my district, 
goes about 9 miles to the north, and runs in a narrow strip towards Lismore, about 16 miles south. It 
runs towards Cape Byron for 7 miles. My district extends the whole length of the Brunswick Biver; 
that is, running 16 or 18 miles west. ’
1358. How many inhabitants do you think there are at the present time u’ithin IQ or 12 miles of the
Brunswick Biver ? Between 500 and 600. ’ ’
1359. Men, women, and children ? Tes.
1360. Are the lands back from the Brunswick good lands ? Excellent lands. 1361,
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1331. Similar to those on the Tweel River;—do you hnqw the lands about Murwillumbah? I think 
they are equally good, if not better, at the back of the Brunswick.
1302. Has the settlement been increasing at all ? Tes ; it has increased very much during these last 
two years. . 23 Nov., 1889.
1363. Is the timber at the back of a superior character ? Tes.
1301. Is there much of it there still ? Tes, plenty. .
1365. I suppose, in travelling about the district, you hear an occasional complaint of the difficulty of 
getting produce to market ? Tes.
1300. I suppose those comp1aints are pretty general amongst the farmers and settlers? Tes. I have a 
pretty good knowledge of the roadsjnyself, and two years ago you could not get through at all—it was 
so wet and boggy. ~
1307. Do you think a railway from Murwillumbah, running south, would open up a market for people 
here? Tes. ,
1368. And have the effect of increasing the settlement in the district ? Tes, very greatly.

SATURDAY, 23 NOVEMBER, 1889.
The Sectional Committee met at Byron Bay, at 5 p.m.

■ ftaernl:—
JOSEPH PALMER ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaieman).

Jacob Gaekaed, Esq. | Chaeles Alfeed Lee, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Grafton to the Tweed,

MIHUTES OF EVIDENCE—RAILWAY I DOM GEAEION TO THE TWEED.

Mr. Erederick Yalentine Wareham, farmer, sworn, and examined:—
1369. Chairman.^ Where do you reside ? About 3 miles from the bay. Mr. F. Y.
1370. What are you ? I am farming now. Wareham.

• 1371. How long have you been there ? A little over six years—six years and three months.
3 372. Has your attention been directed to the proposal to construct a line of railway from Grafton to the 23 Nov., 1889. 
Tweed River ? It has. .
1373. Do you know the country lying between those two points? I only know the country between 
Lismore and the other side of the Brunswick—5 miles the other side of the Brunswick, which is the 
richest and most productive land I have ever seen.
1374. Productive of what? Everything put in the soil and properly attended to. All tropical fruits, 
such as bananas and pine-apples will grow.
1375. Erom Lismore to the Brunswick ? Tes. Sugar-cane, pine-apples, coffee, mangoes, and oranges 
will grow here.
1376. Tour difficulty here in developing the land is the want of a market, I imagine ? Tes. We have 
been six years here, and have made nothing off the place.
1377. Are there men in the same position as you are ? There are hundreds of families in the big scrub 
that have been here eight years, and have been putting up with great difficulties.
1378. In the first place, I suppose the bulk of the land here will require the expenditure of a great deal 

, of money to make it suitable for cultivation ? At least £10 an acre.
1379. Is that the bulk of the land ? The bulk of the land in what is known as the big scrub. To make
it fit for grazing about £5 an acre would suffice. _
1380. When you have made the land fit for cultivation where is your market ? We look-to Sydney for 
our market, with an outlet at Byron Bay.
1381. That is what you hope for—an outlet from Byron Bay, with a market in Sydney for your produce ?
Tes. If we had the railway that we have been expecting for eight years from Tenteriield we should have 
a splendid market for our tropical fruits there, and they would have a market for wheat and other 
products here. If a railway and a breakwater were made at Byron Bay the population in one or two 
years would be four times what it is now, and that would create an immense local market for Tenter- 
field, and therefore make that country productive, so that it would be able to support a greater popula
tion than it does at the present time.
1382. What is the average size of the holdings between the Brunswick and Lismore ? I think between 
200 and 300 acres._ The largest are 640 acres, and the smallest are 100 acres.
1383. Those are the original selections ; but I suppose there are plenty of people who have swallowed up 
several of these selections ? That has happened in a few cases, but not very often.
1384. What do you think is a fair size for the farms in this wonderful country, that you call a scrub ?
Forty acres will keep a family in comfortable circumstances, and 100 would be enough for anybody. Forty 
acres, if thoroughly attended to and worked, would produce more than 100 acres half worked, because the 
weeds grow up so fast.
1385. If the railway were constructed to the Richmond, would that be of any advantage to you ? It would 
place us in a better position than we are in at present; but we hope, with such a splendid port as could be 
made here, to get our stuff away- from the bay, because the freight would only be about 10s. a ton to 
Sydney from here, as against about £1 per ton, together with railway freight, if it went by way of 
Lismore. The railway would be an immense advantage over the present state of affairs. I am sure that 
the construction of a breakwater at Byron Bay, with a railw'ay from Tenterfield, via Casino and Lismore, 
and another from the Tweed River, via the Brunswick, having their termini at the bay (part of what is 
know'n as the Graf ton-Tw'eed Railway), is the only solution of the problem of developing the resources of this 
vast and phenomenally rich country. It is almost impossible to estimate the quantity and variety of valu
able products the country between the Tweed and Richmond Rivers is capable of growing; and it is a well- 
established fact that, with ordinary care, 30 to 40 acres of land will very comfortably support a family— 
in many cases much less than that area. Ten acres under fruits will return a very handsome income if 
facilities be granted for quick and cheap means of communication with a market. Bananas, pine-apples, 
mangoes, custard-apples, sugar, coffee, rice, and almost all productions peculiar to the tropics, grow with 
great luxuriance by the side of English clover and other vegetation pecuJiar to temperate climates. The 
W banana attains a great size upon certain soil, thousands of acres of which exist near the bay. A

thousand .
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thousand bunches, as large, or even larger, than the one produced, may he annually taken from 1 acre of 
land. The country for many miles back from the bay has, with the exception of reserves, been settled 
upon over, eight years, by practical settlers, who have had a very hard struggle, to make even a bare sub
sistence, scores having been compelled to leave and seek a living elsewhere, after spending from five, to 
seven years vainly striving to make a living here, and all the time submitting to unparalleled hardships, 
and paying the annual interest to the Lands Department. Were it not for the fact that the railway has 
been dangled before our eyes for eight years, the entire population would have deserted the country m 
utter disgust years ago. Great numbers have mortgaged their selections to enable.them to hold on till 
the long-promised works are started and completed. The timber of the district is of immense value. 
Even pine, which sells at 8s. per 100 feet, has distributed much wealth amongst those who have been 
engaged upon the Richmond in the timber industry. There are many thousands of trees near the bay 
.worth (in Sydney) from £25 to £30 a tree. Cedar trees have been cut, each worth from £200 to £400. 
With the vast increase of population that must follow' the construction of these works, the wheat growers 
of New England would have an almost unlimited market here for their produce, and settlement^ there 
would progress, especially with a railway to the coast to give them cheap carriage, instead of having^ to 
pay for its transit all the way to Sydney or Newcastle. The interchange of produce would be an inestim
able benefit to both districts, and create an immense traffic for the railway. Wool would go direct to 
Europe from the bay. The settlement of a dense population here would return a great revenue, ^de
pendent of that which would be derived directly from the railway, which would also be great. Inde
pendent of the idea of making Byron Bay a port of shipment, it should be converted into a harbour oi 
refuge. I have seen as many as nine vessels (including four steamers) lying in the bay for shelter during 
south and south-east gales. Hundreds of ships put into hero for shelter each year. As shown in the 
accompanying statement the rainfall here is great, and in ordinary seasons w'ell distributed throughout 
the year. The average for the three years preceding the present, was 85'41 inches, The average tor tour 
years, including the quantity already recorded for 1889, would be over 91 inches.
138G. Are the returns about the rainfall from your own observations 1 Yes. _
1387. Do you keep a register and rain gauge? Yes, and I furnish the Government Astronomer with
reports. ,
1388. Have many selectors in the district gone away from here? A great many have gone away ancy 

- ■ allowed their places to be overgrown with weeds. Perhaps they will come back and work them when
facilities are offered for getting to market.
1389. I suppose that in this district as in others many of them have sold out ? Some of them have, but not
a great many round the bay. . .
1390. We are speaking now of the country between Brunswick and Lismore ? Some have. 1 know ot two
or three between this and the Brunswick, who have sold out because they could not hold on any7 longer. 
They had mortgaged their places, and were pressed, and had to go. . .
1391. Is the land round the bay of any value ? It is very valuable indeed. As far -as Lismore it is all 
chocolate soil. There are 7,000 acres of reserves close to the bay, and a lot of valuable land included m them.
1392. What would that land bring an acre, if you bad a railway and harbour works ? I think that with 
the standing scrub it would fetch £15 an acre, and perhaps more. There is a considerable quantity ot 
swamp which can be drained which is fine rich land.
1393. Do you think that the land round the town in the reserves would average £10 an acre ? 1 think it
would average a good deal more than that. „ at t i j.i •
1394. Do you know anything of the other reserves—the Clarence forest reserves ? No, 1 know nothing
about them. • j i a tj.
1395. You say that the population would rapidly increase if the proposed works were carried out l It
would. * , - .
1396. I notice by this map that the land is pretty well alienated; would those who have got the land lease it 
to settlers ? They would sub-divide and sell. Those who hold 640 acres would sub-divide their land into as 
many as six farms and lease it or sell it, as they have done at Lismore. _
1397. Do you think a man could afford to pay a fair rent, and yet make his farm profitable . xes veiy

1398. I see that there is timber shipped from here now ; is there any quantity of it shipped ? About 100 
logs a week. There were about 125 I believe taken away by the last trip but one, of the steamer, and eighty
to ninety by the last trip. .
■1399. Does a steamer come here regularly now ? Yes, pretty regularly. At all events she does a trip a 
week. There is one regular trader and two others. A little boat from Ballma does a trade here, and the 
a J^juruah ^ sometimes calls here • '
1400. Mr. Garrard.] You have included in the produce likely to come to Byron Bay, the produce from 
Lismore, is it likely that any produce will come from Lismore, or within 10 or 15 miles of it, when tiey 
have a waterway of theiv own ? I think that the freights from Byron Bay would be so much cheaper that 
they would bring their stuff here by railway, because large ships will be able to come here, and large ships 
can always take freight more cheaply than small ships can.
1401. Your market is Sydney ? Yes. ,1 j. i j j. 4-1,
1402. What large vessels will call here ? We hope to get larger vessels than those that trade to the
Richmond now. . . , , ,
1403. 'Do you know that they are spending a large sum of money in making the Richmond a good port;
do you not think that produce 15 miles from the Richmond will go to the Richmond . I do not think 
15 miles back on this side will go to the Richmond. . . , , , ,
1404. What is the distance from here to the Richmond ? To Lismore it is 36 miles by the road ; but
there is a large bend—you can go straight to Warded. .,
1405. You do not think that the trade would go 10 miles to the Richmond, hut that it would go 20 mnes
to Byron Bay ? I think dairy produce would come this way. Dairymen do not seem to care about 
sending their produce down the hot Richmond river. * . .
1406. Is it not as warm here as at the Richmond River ? It is not nearly so warm here as it. is at 
'Lismore. I have spoken to scores of dairymen and they say that they prefer coming here to going to
the Richmond. „ -n o mi. ■
1407. You intend to concentrate the trade from the north, south, and west at Byron Bay . lhat is my
idea—that the bay is the great outlet for all this northern district. 1408.
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1408. Then it would be very foolish to waste any money on the Tweed and Richmond ; we should con- S'* V. 
centrate all our efforts to improve Byron Bay F No. The Richmond has a trade of its own that will
warrant the expenditure of the money there, and Byron Bay has a country at its back that will warrant ^ j’ggg 
the construction of a breakwater here. ’’ ‘
1409. Tou have complained of the want of facilities for getting produce to market—if the railway were 
constructed, would your produce go to Lismore, putting aside the Byron Bay scheme ? It would go to 
Lismore, or at least half of it would. I do not know that the perishable produce would.
1410. I want you to dismiss from your mind for a moment the possibility of any improvement being
made to Byron Bay. If the railway were constructed would it allow you to send your products to 
market ? It would when the bay was rough. .
1411. How often is that—twice a year ? More often than that.
1412. How many days in a year ? A steamer may be detained perhaps fifteen or twenty times in a year 
when heavy north-easters, or heavy south-easters are blowing causing a big swell.
1413. Ror nine months out of the year you would avail yourselves of the present facilities of Byron Bay, 
and during three months you would send your produce by the railway ? Tes, if we could not get it 
away by any other means.
1414. Would the country be justified in making a railway to carry produce for only three months in the
year ? There would be a great deal of produce sent between this and Lismore. I look upon the railway . -
as part of a railway to the table-land.
1415. Are you going to bring all the stuff from Casino here as well ? I believe so. ~
141(5. Do you not think that a rather visionary prospect ? I do not think so. .
1417. Tou anticipate bringing all the trade north from the Tweed, and south from Casino to Byron Bay ?
Even from the western portion of New England to Byron Bay. It would be betterTo send stuff direct 
to the coast than to take it down to Newcastle and Sydney by rail. _
1418. What is the sugar cane we see here ? It is grown here.
1419. What is done with it ? There is a mill close to the Bay. A considerable amount of cane was put
into cultivation, six or eight years ago, but unfortunately the owner of the mill failed, and everybody had 
to burn his cane, or give it to cattle, after spending hundreds of pounds over it. -
1420. The only thing exported from here is timber ? Timber, butter, pigs, and all sorts of farming stuff.
1421. How many pigs go down during the year? The trade of tho district has only just started, with 
the completion of the jetty and the erection of the crane.
1422. Hfr. Lee.] Tou know the Richmond River ? I do,; I have travelled over it. ,
1423. In what direction does the river flew before entering the Heads at Ballina ? It comes from a south
easterly direction.
1424. I want to know in what direction the river follows the coast ? It is almost parallel for some 
distance. It takes a bend in a south-westerly direction until near Coraki, and then it flows northward. ,
1425. Will you point out to the Committee on the map the locality in which the rich lands of which you 
have been speaking are situated ? The whole of the land south-west of Byron Bay in one block is of the 
richest basaltic formation.
1426. Is it scrub land? It is all scrub land with the exception of a few patches of forest land near’
Lismore, which is also rich. *
1427. Will the railway be in such proximity to this land that the settlers can make use of it ? The 
railway runs down the valley of the Byron and Wilson’s Creek, where there is very rich land; the richest 
in the scrub, though it is all rich, to the tops of the hills.
1428. About what distance would the line be from the 85 miles to the nearest shipping place on the
Richmond River ? I cannot say. .
1429. Is it a fact as it has been so often asserted by the residents here that those living in the locality „ 
just indicated by you are unable to take advantage of the river for their produce ? They can do it, but. 
it will not pay them.
1430. Will you give me a reason or two why they cannot ? In the first place the roads are very difficult
to travel over, especially in this moist climate, and then they would have to pack the produce most of the 
distance. ■
1431. On horseback ? Tes. Eor a great deal of the distance they would have to pack the produce, and .
there would be such an immense amount of labour in that, that it would not pay them to do it.
1432. Owing to the bad state of the roads, the settlers are unable to cart their produce to a shipping port
on the Richmond River ? Tes. . *
1433. And that is the reason why you think a railway should be made—to give them communication either
with the Richmond or Lismore or with Byron Bay ? Tes. . - '
1434. Do you wish the Committee to understand that the whole of the trade from Casino and Lismore 
would be likely to come to Byron Bay if the breakwater were constructed ? I do not know whether the , 
whole of it would, but I think a great deal of it would, from Casino and right away beyond Casino. I am •

•informed that there is an immense tract of rich country between Casino and Tenterfield, and I believe that 
if a railway were constructed the produce from there would come straight down to the bay. .
1435. On the banks of the Richmond itself the population is rather dense? Very dense.
1436. And there is a large quantity of produce raised there ? An immense quantity. . #
1437. The largest proportionally that is raised in the district ? By far.
1438. The reason for that is that the land is close to navigable water ? Tes. '
1439. The produce from that land will always be sent by water ? Always where the land is near good ,
deep water. * • .
1440. Tou are of opinion that the importance of the Richmond River alone will always keep it open for
traffic ? Tes, the lower Richmond. '
1441. Tou still hold that the Richmond does not serve the bulk of the settlers round about Byron Bay, and
where you have indicated ? It does not. ,
1442. Nothing else would be of use to you except a railway ? The railway and the breakwater. , .
1443. To make the bay a port ? Tes. ■ ■ " •
1444. I am speaking of means for conveying your produce to an outlet? Tes. We need some means
for getting it away after the terrible difficulties that have had to be encountered for many years past. The 
whole country would be depopulated if it were not for the prospects of getting a railway. The settlers 
have been living on the hope of getting a railway and a port. 1445.
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1445. Is there much dairying carried on at tho present time? Tes.
1446. Dairy produce requires sending to market quickly ? Quickly.
1447.. It is what you call a perishable commodity? Yes, very perishable. I am not an authoiitv oil 
dairying. ■ • J
1448. Is there any additional information which you wish to give the Committee about this line;— 
supposing it were decided by the Government not to construct harbour works at Byron Bay what about 
the railway communication then ? If they decided not to construct the breakwater we should have to send 
pcnsnable stuff when the bay was rough by the railway, It would cost more, but it would be better than 
nothing. "We would not think of sending stuff to the Bichmond from this country if the bay were a 
harbour. I consider that even to make it a harbour of refuge the breakwater ought to bo constructed.
1449. Knowing the district, and the people, and the difficulties they have been under for so many years, 
you are clearly of opinion that the proposed route will serve the best interests of the majority of the 
settlers ? It will go through the heart of the country.
1450. And offer means of communication with Lismore at the one end and Byron Bay at the other ? Tes.

Mr. Thomas Temperley, selector, and Inspector of Northern Pisheries, sworn, and examined :—■
Chairman^ Where do you reside ? At Ballina at present.
At the mouth of the Richmond ? Tes.
How far is that from here ? It is about 20 miles from here.
How long have you resided in this district ? I had a selection in this district six years.
Have you got it still ? Tes.
Do you know the route of the proposed railway ? Tes.
Do you know tho line 15 miles back from that to the westward, between Brunswick and Lismore ?
I am well acquainted with the land in tho neighbourhood of the bay.
Right into Lismore, and back west from the bay ? Tes.
What is the character of that land ? It is, as a block, the finest land in the Colony. I reckon 

that we have, within a radius of 15 miles of Byron Bay, an extent of country that is unequalled in the 
Colony.. To my knowledge, between 80 and 90 per cent, of the land within that area is fully equal to the 
land which is now being alienated as special areas in portions of this electorate.
1460. What quantity of land within that 15 miles would it be necessary to allot to a man in order that
he might make a fair living out of it? Dorty acres, or 90 per cent, of it, would be sufficient to support 
a family. A smaller area would be sufficient if the family were engaged in the fruit industry—an 
industry that the country is well adapted for. ’
1461. If there was a good market for the produce ? That goes without saying. It is my duty to travel " 
through a large portion of the coast districts of the Colony. I am the Inspector of Northern Pishories, 
and I am thoroughly conversant with the coast districts of the Colony, and I say, that within the 
neighbourhood of Byron Bay there is an extent of fertile land that cannot be found in any of the coast 
districts outside the Richmond electorate.
1462. Tou know the Hunter River district well—Maitland, West Maitland, Morpeth ? I have been to 
Maitland and to Morpeth.
1463. Do you know the Shoalhaven district—the farming land? I know the extent of farming land 
there, and I know that it is very often fringed with hardwood country.
1464. Are the lands here equal to those lands ? They are all scrub lands here, or nearly all.
1465. Equal to the best of those lands ? Tes, and on the Richmond River there are five or six mills, all of 
which are engaged in cutting soft-wood—scrub-wood ; you cannot say the same of any other saw-mills in 
the country. It shows the extent of the brush land. It is tho almost unbroken extent of brush land in 
this district that is the real glory of it, and what gives it an advantage over the other parts of the Colony 
which consist of hardwood country.
1466. Tou have hardwood here ? Very little.
1467. Do you know the country out to the Tweed River? Tes.
1468. There is a good deal of hardwood there? There is a good deal there, but there is not much in 
this locality, in fact, if you went away from the coast here you would have very great difficulty in 
finding a decent patch of hardwood country 15 miles from Byron Bay.
1469. If a railway were carried out, as proposed, from Byron Bay to Casino, but the breakwater at Byron 
Bay not made, would the people within that radius be served by it? Certainly.
1470. Do you think that they would have to use the railway ? Certainly. It would be of great advantage 
m taking the produce to the nearest shipping port available.
1471. And the people here would be better oft than they are now ? Certainly. The people would put 
their produce into the train and send it to the nearest shipping port available. It has been stated publicly 
by several people that there is no good land within 4 miles of Byron Bay; but as a matter of fact within a 
radius of 4 miles of the jetty we have thousands of acres of magnificent brush-land—fertile land, equal 
to the land that is being alienated as special areas.
1472. That land ought to be very valuable if unalienated ? The land in the neighbourhood has been 
alienated, but further west there are thousands of acres of special area country unalienated.
1473. And that is worth from £10 to £15 an acre? It would be if made accessible.
1474. Do you think that if it were, thrown open in special areas of 40 acres each, and a railway made, those 
wanting land would pay the Government as much as they would pay a private individual ? Just so. The 
reserves, if there were means of access by railway, would sell at a high price.
1475. Do you think that they would bring £10 an acre if the railway were constructed ? Tes; I should 
like to invest in some of them at that price, when the railway is constructed.

round there would be no trouble in getting £15 an acre for the land ? Eor a great part of it.
1477. The greater part and higher ? Tes; there is land in this district which, if you could put a 
railway through it, would be worth £15 an acre.

Mr. T. 1451. 
Temperley. 1452.

23^0^1889, JgJ

1455.
1456.
1457. 
Tes.
1458.
1459.
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Mr. Edward Stephen Atkins, sugar planter and manufacturer, sworn, and examined:— ^ ^
1478. Chairman.'] "What vocation do you follow ? I am a sugar-planter and manufacturer. a _ ^
1479. Where are you living ? At Byron Bay. About 2|- miles from the jetty. 23 Nov., 1889.
1480. West I suppose ? Barely west—more to the north-west.
1481. Is it there that you have got your mill, and your cultivated land P Yes.
1482. What do you grow there ? Sugar-cane is the only thing that I am growing now.
1483. How long have you been growing that ? Two years and three months. It had been growing there 
previously to my going, but the place had been left to go to ruin.
1484. What is the result of your cultivation of sugar-cane—do you produce a good cane ? The land will
grow splendid cane, equal or better than that grown at the Clarence River. I might mention that I was -•
fifteen years on the Clarence River, employed in the same occupation as I follow now.
1485. Do you know the cane grown on the Tweed River? No ; I cannot say that I know it.
1486. I suppose it fetches about the same as the cane grown on the Clarence ? About 12s. for the cane, 
and Is. for carting to the punts—13s.
1487. Is the cane you produce in this locality equal to that? Quite.
1488. And would be worth that money to the producer ? If there were a means of getting it away.
1489. Getting the sugar away, or the cane to the mill ? Yes.
1490. Do you buy any cane ? Earmers were growing cane for the party who had the mill before me, 
but he failed and they are frightened to cultivate it again, for fear that they will be left in the same way.
1491. They are afraid that you will “ go broke ” ? No. My mill is not a very large one. If the proposed 
works were carried out capitalists would come to the district, and give a large price for the cane.
1492. How much would you want to supply your mill ? Two hundred and fifty or three hundred 
acres. My holding is 600 acres.
1493. Is it forest land ? No; all scrub land.
1494. There is no reason why the district immediately behind Byron Bay should not produce sugar-cane 
equal to that grown on the Clarence and in other parts of the district ? There is nothing to prevent it.
Our climate is better than that of the Clarence. "We have not the frosts here that they have on the Clarence.
1495. Is there not more extensive country between the Richmond and the Tweed than there is on the 
Clarence ? Within a short radius of Byron Bay we have more land suitable for cane than there is on
the Clarence. ,
1496. There is a very small area on the Clarence suitable for cane ? Very small. There is a narrow 
ridge along the banks of the rivers And creeks, in some cases not extending back more than a few chains.
1497. Does the good land extend back from the Clarence any distance ? In some places.
1498. Eifteen or 20 miles back ? No ; but up some of the creeks 5 or 6 miles.
1499. How far back could you go here ? Ten or 15 miles.
1500. And up and down ? Yes.
1501. You know the country fairly well ? I cannot say that I know much of the country.
1502. Do you know the country between here and Lismore? Yes ; and 8 or 9 miles at the back again.
1503. Then if you had means of communication you are satisfied that this industry would be very largely 
developed in the district ? Very extensively developed.
1504. That would find employment for the farmers and labourers ? Yes.
1505. How many men do you employ in your small establishment ? In the crushing season I have from 
twenty-two to twenty-four men.
1506. How long does that last ? It depends upon the quantity of cane that there is to be’crushed. With '
sufficient cane the season would last five months. . .
1507. You would employ that number of men even for your small establishment? That would be in 
working the mill and cutting the cane ; but there would be other men employed on the plantation.
1508. Apart from the growing ? The number I have mentioned would be those employed in the 
manufacture of sugar.
1509. WTiat number of men do they generally employ in the cultivation of sugar on a farm of 40 acres ?
The amount of labour varies. I should think 40 acres would give employment for four men all the 
year round. .
1510. If you had 80 acres would you require eight men ? It would take about eight men on the average to 
work the land; but then in parts of the year more men might have to be employed.
1511. What is the rate of wage paid in this district to farm labourers ? £L a week and their rations.
1512. What is the average wage paid to those engaged in the mill ? Erom £1 a week up to 30s.
1513. I suppose the carters and cutters get the same ? The carters 25s. a week, and the cutters from 
30s. to £2.
1514. They take it by the acre ? By the ton.
1515. How many tons per acre will this land yield ? I believe that the land where I am now has grown
as much as 70 tons to the acre. '
1516. But what is the average ? 40 tons.
1517. Would that be an average crop ? I think it would be a little more here. I would be safe in saying 
that 40 tons an acre would be an average crop here.
1518. What is about the average crop on the Clarence ? I have seen the returns of the Colonial Sugar 
Company there, and one season I believe it was 18 or 20 tons. In one season when I was living on the 
Clarence I remember the cane inspector saying that the crop only averaged 20 tons per acre.
1519. What was the nature of the season, good, or bad ? Most of the land was not suitable for cane, and 
the frost had been very heavy in the winter.
1520. I was trying to ascertain the average crop in a fair season—that is, what the land would produce in 
an ordinary way under ordinary.cirumstances. I would like to know, in order to compare the two places ?
I might say 30 tons. While I am speaking of cane I might draw your attention to some of the cane that 
I have grown {Sample of cane grown in the district shown to the Committee').
1521. This cane was grown by you ? Yes. At Byron Bay. '
1522. What is the height of it ? Some of it is over 7 feet of crushing cane. 1 might mention that it is 
not picked cane. I did not cut it myself, but I sent my children to bring me a few straight stalks.
The cane you see was planted last December, and there were only five or six months of growing weather 
before the cold weather set in.

2 (o)—E - 1523.
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Is that the cane that matures in a year ? It is what they call the annual variety.
Hr. Xee.] What is the name of it? Glray Fiji.
Is it the most suitable kind of cane for the climate ? It is the most suitable cane for this district 

'■ and lor the Clarence. It is most generally grown on the river.
IC2G. IIowr many tons of cane does it take to produce a ton of sugar? I believe that with proper 
machinery 10 tons of cane would produce 1 ton of sugar.
1527. Do you know the proposed railway route ? Partly.
1528. Does it go anywhere near your premises? Well, one part of the line goes through my land. 
There are two surveys I think, and it is the first surveyed route that goes through my land.
1529. Suppose the line went through your land, would you feel disposed to give to the Government free 
of cost whatever was required for railway purposes ? It is leasehold land, but I believe it would be 
given by the proprietor.
1530. Do you know -whether that would be generally done in the district ? I do not know for certain, 
but I think it would be.
1531. Tou are of opinion that the line would be of immense advantage to the settlers in the district?
Yes, I am of that opinion. _
1532. Do you think that if the line were carried to Tintinbar and Emigrant Creek it would give a reason
able outlet for the people? Yes, it would, and if the railway went through there, the country would be 
very thickly populated.
1533. What is the nature of the land between Tintinbar and Emigrant Creek ? It is similar to. the land 
about here—all heavy scrub land.
1534. But supposing the line were not diverted to Tintinbar, but taken to Lismore, would that meet the 
requirements of the settlers at this end ? It -would meet the requirements of the settlers at this end.
1535. Is there any route which would suit their convenience better ? I have not thought that over.

Mr. 1523. 
E S. Atkins- 1524

icon 1525.

Mr. Eobert Campbell, dairy farmer, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. Lee.'] Where do you reside ? At Byron Creek.
What is the nature of your occupation ? 1 am a dairy farmer.
A leaseholder or a freeholder ? A freeholder.
How long have you been living there ? Eight years.
How far is Byron Creek from here ? C-| or 7 miles, as near as I can say.
Is it near to the proposed line of railway ? The proposed line runs through my place.
How long have you been engaged in dairying here ? It is about six years since I commenced here, 

but I have been dairying all my life, of£ and on.
1543. What is your annual production of butter? I could not exactly give you that.
1544. Approximately ? I suppose I am making a little better than 100 lb. a week.
1545. In round numbers 4 tons a year ? Somewhere about that. I have not done that all through,
since the time I commenced ; but that is about what I am doing now. _ .
1546. It took you some time to get your land cleared and grassed ? Yes, and it is not all done yet.
1547. Where is your market for that butter ? Sydney.
1548. How do you get it there ? Most of my time I have had to take it on a pack horse, with the horse 
up to his belly in mud.
1519. Where ? To Ballina. That is the port that we used before we had a steamer to Byron Bay. At 
the present time I ship at Byron Bay. _ '
1550. Can you get to Byron Bay more easily than you can get to Ballina ? I am 7 miles from Byron 
.Bay, and 20 miles from Ballina.
1551. It is only recently that a steamer started running to the bay ? Yes.
1552. Is your production likely to increase ? Yes.
1553. Are you bringing more land under grass ? Yes.
1554. Are you devoting any portion of your land to the cultivation of grain or maize ? I have grown
maize and all kinds of crops on it for my own use. It is of no use growing for a market, because I have 
no access to one. We are forced to -work on dairy produce. _
1555. You find that the most profitable now because you can pack it to market, while you could not pack 
sugar or maize, or anything like that ? Yes.
1556. Suppose the railway were constructed ? Then we would grow maize, potatoes, and other crops, and 
make money out of things that we cannot attempt to produce now.
1557. The Eichmond Eiver is of very little use in opening up your part of the country ? The Eichmond
is almost useless as far as we are concerned. _
1558. It has been alleged over and over again that the proposed railway is to serve a large population
lying back from the river which the river does not serve and is not likely to serve—is that correct ? It is. 
You can see what I have gone through. A man is not going to let his land drift into the hands of the 
banks. When I have not been able to make two kegs of butter a -week I have had to hang stones on one 
side of the horse to balance the keg on the other. I come from the Hunter Eiver, and I reckon the land 
there as good as any in Hew South Wales barring this scrub. I do not think the Eichmond is as good as 
the Hunter. Some time ago land sold on the Hunter, at a place calledNarrowgut, for £100 an acre; but 
I believe that for our business the land here is equally as good as that, if not a great deal better, and I 
believe that it will produce as much farm produce, barring hay. The Hunter is better suited for lucerne 
than this district is, though we can grow lucerne here. _
1559. Are there many settlers in the locality who are in the same position as yourself with regard _ to
means of transit ? Hundreds. I have a map here showing the settlement on the land, and I can point 
out to you places where people are in the same position as I am in. _
1560. Are there any creeks or branches of the river running through or near these lands ? There is the 
head of the Eichmond Eiver—Wilson’s Creek—4 or 5 miles from me, but it is not navigable. _
1561. If there were any navigable waters you would not be likely to pack 20 miles ? Not likely. No
man will go further than he can help. . _
1562. That being the case, is the dairying industry likely to increase very rapidly ? Yes ; it would increase
at a great rate if we only had proper access to market. In fact I might say that we have almost no access 
to the water, hut yet we are supposed to compete against the outside world. 1563.

Mr. 1536. 
It. Campbell. 1537.

23Nov., 1889. 4539.
1540.
1541.
1542.
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1563. The construction of this railway would he of very great benefit to you? Tes; it would be the 
making of the district and of the people. _
1561. As this line will be such a benefit to you, will you be prepared to give to the Gfovernmentthe portion 
of land which it will be necessary to take it through? I pay my share to the State as much as any 
man does, so why should I give up my land ? I would not give it up. _
1565. Supposing everyone else was to do the same ? Then they would be doing what has been done on 
other lines. Personally I should oppose this railway, because it will do me a lot of harm—it has cut my 
water frontage off, but I am not going to oppose it, although I shall be personally injured by it.
1566. Have you any additional evidence to give the Committee ? No.

Mr.
R. Campbell.

23 Nov., 1889".

Mr. Edmund Williams, storekeeper and selector, sworn, and examined :—
1567. Chair man.Where do you reside ? At Coorabell Creek, 7 miles west from the bay. _ _ Mr
1568. How long have you resided there ? I have resided there more than two months, but I resided just _ , lams'
below there for six years. _ 23 Nov 1889
1569. On a selection of your own ? On a selection of my own. *
1570. Is this other selection a new one ? It is a new one.
1571. What have you been doing with the land ? I have been putting it under grass. I have a store 
also. I am a storekeeper and selector.
1572. What are you doing with the new selection ? I am just commencing to work on it. _
1573. What is the area of each of them ? The original selection was 200 acres. This selection contains 
100 acres conditionally purchased and 80 acres conditionally leased.
1574. What do you want to tell the Committee ? A great many of us were attracted here about seven
years ago with the intention of growing sugar-cane, for which the land is well adapted; and we picked 
out the best land that we could find for the purpose. We were under the impression at that 
time that the Glovernment would give us a railway and a port at Byron Bay. We held a meeting here, 
and I have a report of it, showing that that was the expectation of the settlers. _ _
1575. What is the date of that meeting ? 15th September, 1883. The report shows what our difficulties 
were, and what the people were led to believe.
1576. By whom were they led to believe? I cannot say, but we understood from the then G-overnment that 
they were going to carry out some of the works that are now proposed.
1577. I suppose you know that the Glovernment cannot construct a railway without the consent of 
Parliament? Tour grievances now are, I suppose, the same as they were in 1883 ? Those grievances 
have not been altered. Until three months ago we had not a place where we could ship our stuff with any 
degree of safety, and the expenses of shipping have been something enormous, and have precluded us from 
sending produce to market. We could send nothing away from here except butter or grass seed, or some
thing that we could carry away on horseback to a port.
1578. Could you not take vehicles to a port? We have within the last two years been able to take
vehicles to Lismore; but many a person in the scrub within 10 miles of here has never had a vehicle near 
his door. •
1579. But you have completed residence on one conditional purchase and have now taken up another—
you seem to like it ? I cannot say that I have been very successful. I have endured hardships that I 
would not hndure again. _
1580. Tou are going through them again ? The selection that I am taking up now is alongside the main 
road, and I am doing it with an eye to business. With the place of business I have now, it has cost me 
until within the last three months very nearly £4 a ton to get goods landed here.
1581. What has it cost you with a steamer running from Byron Bay ? The freight is about half. I had
to pay £1 a ton to land the stuff from the vessel on to the shore, until within the last three months. '
1582. That is what you pay now—£1 a ton on the jetty ? I pay £1 a ton for any goods that I get from 
Sydney. Until lately I had to pay from 30s. to 50s. a ton, and £1 a ton besides that for getting the 
goods from the vessel to the shore. After that I had to cart them 7 miles, and on one or two occasions I 
have been two days getting them from here to my own place.
1583. How many miles is that ? Seven miles. I had more than 7 miles to go then, but the distance by 
the road now is about 7 miles.
1584. The Glovernment did not make those difficulties for you, did they ? Certainly not.
1585. Tou knew of them when you started here, and you faced them ? Tes.
1586. Do you think that if railway communication were given, say to Casino, the settlement of this part of 
the Colony would be very much larger than it is at the present time ? Certainly.
1587. Of course, if you had direct communication with Byron Bay, it would be still larger ? Certainly 
it would.
1588. We have heard about the richness of the land here for cultivation ; but you have told us that you 
have put yours under grass ? Just so.
1589. Eor stock I suppose ? The reason I laid my land down in grass is this : when the sugar-cane was 
a failure—and I may say that I brought sugar-cane all the way from the Clarence, and round the 
the beach from Ballina—the only way I could get it—I had to give it to the pigs. No capitalist would 
come here and erect a mill, and I was unable to erect one myself, and did not feel inclined to do so. We- 
could then produce nothing except hutter and grass seed, which we could carry away easily; I could grow 
anything I like, pretty well, if I could get it away.
1590. Is there anything else which you would like to say ? I would like to say that if the railway were 
constructed, it would certainly benefit me in many ways. It would be the means of helping me to get 
produce away to Lismore and Casino, or even up to the Tweed. I could send butter to any of these 
places, as well as to Sydney.
1591. Mr. LeeJ] Would you be likely to send any of your products to Girafton for shipment ? Well, yes,
I daresay we would be able to send something to Girafton too, in the way of butter or light produce—we 
should never send heavy produce there.
1592. Do you know what the distance would be by the railway line ? I cannot say exactly.
1593. Is Grafton likely to be the port for the produce raised in this district—sugar, maize, and dairy 
produce ? Not at all. We should never send the whole of our produce to Grafton.
1594. Tou would send it to the nearest shipping port, wherever that might be? Tes.' 1595.
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_ ton-' 1595. And as a necessity, part of your produce-^perisliable goods—would require quick transit ? Yes.
. i iams. y59g_ j)0 y0"u know anything of the proposed route ? Yes. I cannot say that I know a great deal about

23 Nov 1889 ^ ^ ^now Pretly well where it is going.
’’ ' 1597. Do you think it is best calculated to serve the interests of the people of the district? I think so.

1598. You have no suggestions to make as to deviations? No. I cannot say that I know of any better
. route than the one proposed at present. •
1599. Are you a member of the Progress Committee ? Yes. ,
1600. Secretary? No.
1601. A prominent member ? I cannot say ; I sometimes attend.
1602. What is the feeling of the people generally in reference to the route—are they satisfied with it ? 
Yes : they feel very satisfied with it.
1603. They would be quite satisfied if it were constructed ? Yes.
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Mr. Owen Bishop Wareham, farmer, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. O. B. 1604. Mr. Zee.] Where do you reside ? At Byron Bay. '
Wareham. 1605. How far from the jetty ? Three miles.

1606. What are you? I am a farmer. 
oy'’ ' 1607. What is the size of your holding ? Two hundred acres.

1608. What are you producing ? Grass, bananas, pine apples, and maize ; and I am shipping timber off
the land—soft timber, such as pine, cedar, beech, &c. '
1609. Where do you find a market for that ? In Sydney.
1610. By which route do you send it to Sydney ? Prom Byron Bay by the Alice—direct from Byron
Bay to Sydney. * ■
1611. Have you a statement to make to the Committee ? Yes. It is as follows:—As the country 
dependent upon Byron Bay is, from its recent occupation, almost entirely undeveloped (although all 
selected by land fide holders, with the exception of a few reserves) I have no statistics to submit—I can 
only give the distance between certain localities, and declare that the land is very extensive, of the richest 
nature, and has an annual rainfall of nearly 100 inches ; that rye grass, clover, oats, barley, maize, sugar-

■ cane, bananas, pine apples, coffee, and most of the varieties of fruits, and also vegetables flourish here ;
that in addition to these we have growing in immense quantities, studded through this huge brush, tim
bers of the most valuable descriptions, such as the red, white, and pencil cedars, rosewood, beech, red and 
black bean, mahogany (red) teak, three varieties of pines, deals, and very many ornamental woods such as 
the tortoise-shell tulip, white ditto, with all the varieties of hardwoods. The Clarence River people are 
aware that when Byron Bay is converted into a safe port it will be a serious rival, and may prevent their 
own river improvements from being carried out. The majority of the land on the Clarence is developed, 
whereas development has scarcely started in the Byron Bay District. The residents of the Clarence, and 
some of the other rivers, are exceedingly jealous of Byron Bay, and are striving to stop the proposed 
works, because when converted into a safe and deep harbour, they imagine it will remove the trade from 
their river. When the Grafton-Tweed railwayByron Bay, has been constructed, and the breakwater a 
reality, all the passenger traffic to and from Byron Bay, the Brunswick River and Tweed districts (the 
latter 35 miles to the north), and also many of the products of those large tracks of rich country will find 
their way to Byron Bay ; and it is more than likely that holders of land in the southern portion'of Queens
land will also use the bay as their shipping port. To the west and north-west lies a large area of the 
richest brush land (including the parish of Jasper) ; this, for a distance of fully 15 miles back, has been 
selected, the holders desiring Byron Bay as their shipping port. There is a large area of unalienated 
brush land extending many miles still further in a west and north-westerly direction, that will be imme
diately taken up when the breakwater and railway works have been commenced. There is also the country 
to the south-west embracing Tyngrah, ’Possum Shoot, Currable Creek, ’Possum and Byron Creeks, 
Eureka, Clunes, the latter locality being 18 miles towards Lismore on the Richmond,‘depending upon 

• Byron Bay as their shipping port. Then lie the districts to the south and south-east, embracing Byron 
and Wilson’s Creeks, Nevvrybar, the “ Three-mile Scrub,” and Lennox Head, 15 miles towards 
Ballina and Tintinbar. The whole of the land embracing the localities named, is of the richest 
nature, as will be seen by yourselves when travelling from Byron to Lismore, whichever route you may 
decide to adopt. It is impossible to convey heavy produce overland to the Richmond on account of dis
tance and the yielding nature of the soil. Besides, Byron Bay is the natural port for these districts. 
Passengers for and from the inland centres would gladly use Byron Bay in preference to either the 
Clarence, Richmond, or Tweed Rivers, because, when converted into a safe port, much larger vessels will 
trade to this place than to the rivers named. When the larger steamers run to the bay direct, or the 
Queensland boats make Byron a port of call up and down the coast, freights will not be more than from 
7s. 6d. to 10s. per ton to and from Sydney, thus explaining the opposition to the works by the smaller ship
owners trading to the rivers. The residents of Tenterfield and adjacent table-lands desire to use Byron 
as their port, if the Government construct a railway from Tenterfield to join the Grafton-Tweed line at 
Casino or Lismore. Without such breakwater as proposed, Byron Bay can never be relied upon as a port 
of shipment, because it is completely open to the north and north-east, from which quarter, during the 
spring and summer months, the prevailing winds blow, making it impossible for vessels to come up and lie 
alongside the wharf to load or discharge cargo whilst they continue, which is from three to six days at a 
stretch. Vessels are, therefore, seriously delayed, in consequence of which owners are compelled to charge 
■such high freights, that it does not pay producers to ship. Underwriters will not insure sailing vessels 
trading to this bay on account of the greater risk this class of vessels run of being driven ashore. "Upwards 
of £15,000 have been expended upon the jetty, and many thousands of pounds upon roads leading to 
it, and the permanent survey for railway from Grafton to the Twreed runs via the Bay ; but unless a break
water is constructed this expenditure of public money will almost have been in vain, seeing that the port 
is so unreliable. The construction of a breakwater will make Byron Bay a splendid harbour, capable of 
floating any of the modern-built vessels, and would afford a calling-place for passengers and cargo for the 
large Queensland steamers, and also for the larger ones trading between the Colonies and Europe. But 
apart from the immense benefit the construction of such a breakwater as proposed would confer upon the 
whole of this vast tract of rich land, from a national point the works should be immediately started to

protect,
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protect, not only the vessels trading at present or in the future, hut the hundreds of boats which put into Mr. O. B. 
port at various times during the year for shelter. Some few months ago no fewer than five vessels ran into Wareham. 
this bay at one time for shelter from a strong southerly gale, which eventually veered to the north-east, and 
all came ashore, making the seventh during the last three years. If the allotments arid various reserves in 2 ■Nov-11889 
the vicinity of the bay are sold when the proposed works are started, the proceeds would nearly be suffi
cient to construct the breakwater. I would recommend that the reserves be sold in small areas of, say,
40 acres each. A splendid sample of stone in any quantity has been discovered about S-j miles from 
the Bay.
1612. Is there a measured township here ? Yes. •
1613. Can you tell me what price the land brought at the last auction sale ? The land we are now on 
brought at the rate of £800 an acre.
1614. And in addition to the owner giving at the rate of £800 an acre for the land he has erected buildings 
on it to the value of another £800 ? About £1,000 altogether.
1615. How do you get the produce away from your place ? By horse and bullock-drays. Bullock-drays 
for the heavier stuff, such as timber ; horse-drays for the lighter produce.
1616. Why do you not use the Bichmond Biver as a port ? It would be impossible.
1617. Why ? In the first'place it is too far, and in the second place the roads are in such a state that no 
vehicle could carry produce over them, it. would not pay us to send goods over there.
1618. Then the Bichmond Biver would not serve the district where you are living ? Ho.
1619. Tou require some facilities for taking your stuff to market ? Tes. Of course I may state that 
the railway would be of little use to myself individually, because I live so near the port; but to the bulk 
of the people it would be of immense advantage ; in fact, they could not do without it.
1620. Then your immediate interests are connected with Byron Bay as a shipping port? Tes.
1621. Would you be likely to use Grafton for a port, supposing it were made a reliable one? I should
not care to do so. ' . •
1622. Chairman.'] I see that you had a public meeting here in August, 1883 ? Tes.
1623. Are you the Mr. Wareham who spoke at that meeting ? Tes.
1624. Do you remember saying at that time that if the Government would only build a jetty for you you 
would have everything in the world you wanted ? I may have said so then, but since then I have found 
out that it is impossible for a vessel to lay alongside the jetty in all weathets, and load or discharge cargo.
The Alice has traded here three months, and during that time she has had to stand off three or four 
times, and the north-easterlies that blow in the spring and summer have not commenced yet. They may 
not blow every day during the season, but they blow every week, and the steamer might come up when 
they were blowing and have to stand off for two or three days.
1625. Tour predictions about the breakwater may be just as far out as those about the jetty in 1883 ?
They may be, but I do not think so. We have a natural wall to the west, south, and south-west of the 
bay, and if we were protected from the north-cast we should have a safe port. At the present time we 
are exposed to all the winds from the north-east.
1626. Would the farmers about here be very much better off with a railway than they are at the present 
time ? I think so.
1627. If they do not get the breakwater at all ? Tes.
1628. Tou would be in Eden almost with a breakwater and a railway ? I think we are entitled to such 
an expenditure of public money, considering that this block of land is the largest and the richest, not only 
in this Colony, but also in Australia.
1629. Tou mean from the south of Queensland to Grafton? Tes ; and I could also say the block of land 
that is dependent on Byron Bay.
1630. Bor which £1 an acre has been paid by the settlers with deferred payments ? That has been paid!
1631. It would not go far towards the construction of a breakwater ? If the reserves were sold they 
would pay for the construction of a breakwater.
1632. Do you think they would bring £400 an acre ? Ho.
1633. Do you think that the Government would be justified in spending £242,000 upon the construction 
of a breakwater, and £102,000 upon the construction of this line? I think so. We would not be the 
only people who would reap the advantages of the railway—Byron Bay, the Tweed, the Bichmond, the 
Clarence, and the Brunswick would all be benefited by it as well as by the construction of the breakwater.
1634. What benefit will the Grafton people reap from it—you have just told us that no produce would 
goto the Clarence ? I would not send any of mine there.
1635. I suppose it would be the same with all the others—it would not pay them? Tes.
1636. In the event of your having no better port than you have at present you might use the railway to- 
take your produce to the deep waters of the Bichmond ; but you would not send it to Grafton ? We 
would certainly prefer to ship our produce at the Bichmond—we would not cross the Bichmond.
1637. I suppose you are firmly convinced that there is not sufficient trade at present to pay the interest 
on the capital and working expenses of the railway if it w'ere constructed—about £6,000 a year ? It is 
not what there is now but what there will be. When a railway is constructed people crowd to a district, 
and selectors who hold 640 acres or even less wmuld subdivide.
1638. How long do you think it would take, by increased cultivation, to pay £6,000 a year to the railway ?
I could not say. - .
1639. I suppose the ill-success of your prediction about the jetty has made you chary about making 
further predictions ? With regard to the jetty I now see that since it has been constructed, we must have 
something further to protect the shipping that comes to it.
1640. The jetty cost £15,000 ? Ho, £9,000 ; but the crane, the mooring-buoys, and the store, ran it up
to about £j.5,000. .
1641. Have you given any attention to the breakwater—as to the shape or size of it—have you seen the
plan before the Committee ? Ho; I saw a plan of the breakwater, close to the jetty, in the Daily 
Telegraph. _
1642. Knowing the trade that exists at the present time, and allowing for the probable trade in the future,
do you think that that breakwater would enclose a sufficient area of water ? I believe that a district like 
this is capable of expanding to an enormous extent, and that it would be unwise to build a breakwater 
close to the jetty in too shallow water. It would be better to construct one in deep water that would 
answer for all time. 1643.
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161B. I suppose the outside scheme of Captaiu Howard’s would suit you better? I think the curved one- 
would be the better—-No. 2.
1641. But the outside oue would include the larger area ? I should think the second breakwater would 

23 Nov., 1889. . , °give ample room.
1645. You are clearly of opinion that Parliament would be justified in throwing £242,000 into the Pacific
for the purpose of giving you a harbour? I certainly think that the district is entitled to that 
expenditure. .
1646. O/iairmm.] Would you take shares in a company created to make the breakwater ? Yes, I would 
not mind. I know of a syndicate who will give £200,000 for this reserve, if the breakwater is constructed,, 
and the railway brought down here.
1647. What is the area of the reserve ? Pour square miles.
1648. Do you tell me that that would bring £200,000 if the breakwater were constructed ? I was told 
that they would pay that if the Q-overnment would construct it.
1649. Mr. Ourmrd.'] Do any members of the syndicate live in Byron Bay ? No. . _
1650. Mr. Lee.~\ Having had the plan before the Committee explained to you, are you of opinion that 
number 2 breakwater would be sufficient ? Yes, I think so ; for the present and all future requirements.
1651. You stated that the steamship Alice runs here regularly ? Every six or eight days.
1652. Does she take away full cargoes ? Now she does.
1653. Are there any other steamers trading here ? Two others erratically—the Karuali and a little 
steamer from the Richmond which brings sawn stuff.
1654. Any sailing vessels ? Not now. _ _
1655. The jetty is not altogether a mistake ? No; the only thing is that there is an uncertainty about 
the communication.
1656. It has afforded a certain amount of accommodation ? Yes.
1657. If the jetty were protected by a breakwater, so that it could be used at all times, would there he a 
larger quantity of cargo shipped from here ? I should imagine a great deal more.
1658. What you are doing I suppose some of your neighbours are doing? Yes.
1659. Like most of your neighbours, you are only cultivating a portion of your land? Yes. If these 
works were carried out people would come here, and we would be willing to let portions of our land to- 
them. That would settle a larger population on the country.
1660. You think that if the proposed works were carried out the trade of the district generally would he
concentrated here ? I am certain of it. _
1661. What reason have you for thinking so ? I cannot see where else they would take it. It would not 
pay them to ship from the Richmond River, and they would certainly not ship from the Brunswick or the 
Tweed. We have no navigable streams here at all. We have no feeders to the port like they have on the 
Richmond.
1662. I presume people on the Tweed will be more likely to send their stuff here to ship it ? I think so.
1663. But they would not be likely to send it to Grafton ? They would be very foolish if they did.
1664. It would be a question of freight—the cheapest market is the way for everybody ? Trade will find 
its natural channel.
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Mr. Edward Boyle, dairy farmer, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. E. Boyle. 1665. Chairman^] Do you reside near here ? Yes; I reside in the parish of Byron, 6 miles from here 

by road.
23 Nov., 1889. 1666. What are you ? A dairy farmer.

1667. How long have you been here ? I selected here in 1881. I have been here about eight and a half
years. .
1668. That was your first selection ? Yes.
1669. When did you make your second selection ? In the same year—an additional.
1670. And the next ? I have no more selections. _
1671. How much land have you altogether ? I selected 352 acres originally, and I parted with 100 
acres ; that leaves me with 252 acres.
1672. Has land been a source of great profit to you ? Not as yet.
1673. What did you get per acre for what you sold ? £4 , some time ago.*
1674. When did you buy it ? In 1881. _
1675. With a balance of 15s. due on it ? Yes.
1676. You have not done badly? I have not done well.
1677. What had you to spend on the improvements on that 100 acres—had you cleared it ? No.
1678. You sold it as you got it ? Yes.
1679. What did you want to tell the Committee? Nothing that I know of. I think that a dairy farmer
has already told the Committee everything that I could tell them. As we are situated here, we have to 
take to dairy farming. I have been a dairy farmer for the principal portion of my life, but I was induced 
to come here as a cane-grower. Binding after I had been here two years, though I was supposed to be 
on the best land in the district for cane growing, that the small mills were a failure without water carriage, 
I thought I had better take up dairy farming. I satisfied myself that the climate was suitable for it, and I 
brought cattle here,from the south coast. -It has been a hard struggle of course to start a dairy farm in 
this scrub. The land is all scrub. We have no natural grass ; we have had to clear the land. When 
starting first on a small scale we had to pack our butter to Ballina, a distance from my place of 25 miles, 
along very bad roads ; in fact, what many men would call impassable roads. We thought it a relief when 
we could pack our butter something like 8 miles, and pay 2s. 6d. a keg to have it carried by team to 
Ballina ; hut when I came to reckon it up I found that it reduced my profits a lot. _
1680. It has therefore not been an eminent success since you came here ? No ; though I have tried- 
pretty hard with it. I cannot claim it to be a success as we are situated now.
1681. Were you obliged to sell 100 acres to meet your expenses in connection with the rest? No.
1682. Have you anything more to tell us ? I think dairying in this district was too hard a pursuit for a 
man to follow for a livelihood until the steamer started trading here—The Alice. Of course she has 
not given great satisfaction as yet, though she has made trips almost weekly, and it has been a great 
change to what we have been used. I cannot say that I consider that the railway will be an immediate

benefit
* Note—(ora revision) :—The £4 I named was only a valuation between me and my sister. In reality the land sold 

hy me was a deed of gift to my sister. '
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^benefit to myself personally. I look for my future benefit to tbe construction of a breakwater at Byron ■^r- Boyle.
Bay, though the railway will enhance the value of my land, if I ever made up mind to sell it. I have <----*---- v ■
"1® j 8 living further back from the Bichmond, relations of mine—sisters and brothers—and this month 23 Nov., 1889. 
I had an argument with them as to the shipment of our butter. I maintained that, if a railway were .
constructed, butter for 9 miles north of Lismore would be shipped at Byron Bay, if there were a steamer 1
making regular trips here.. I was teamster to a railway before I came here, and I understand a little of 
the.freights. I feel certain that it is in the 75 miles of river journey that the Bichmond butter receives 
all its damage. I cannot see that the land lying to the north of the river can look upon the river as its 
P0rk~“10'u§k things will certainly be better when the steamers can go straight out, and not be delayed '

a railway is constructed, and a safe port made at Byron Bay, I think that dairy produce 
will be shipped from here. •
1683. And you think that the industry will be largely developed ? The dairy farmer will be the large 
farmer of the Bichmond, because there is more dairy farming on the Bichmond than there is cane or corn 
growing.
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MONDAY, 25 NOVEMBER, 1889.
The Sectional Committee met at Eureha.

^rremt:—
JOSEPH PALMEB ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaieman).

The Hon. Geoege Heney Cox. * | Jacob Gabbabd, Esq.
Chaeles Alfeed Lee, Esq. '

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed railway from Grafton to the Tweed.

Mr. Andrew Johnston, J.P., selector, sworn, and examined:—
1684. Mr. Cox.'] Are you a selector in this district P Tes. Mr. -A.
1685. Have you resided here for any length of time ? Tes. Johnston,
1685. How many years ? I took up a selection on the 14th July, 1881, and I have resided here ever 3Y. 
since. -s
1687. Do you occupy a large area ? I occupy 633 acres—that was my original selection. Since then I 25 Nov->188a 
have purchased a little piece more. I have about 700 acres altogether.
1688. How much of the original selection have you cleared ? About 230 acres.
1689. How do you clear it P By felling the timber and letting it lie for some time, and then putting a
fire m it, and burning it off. .
1690. That, of course, only clears it in a very perfunctory manner ? Tes. It only does away with the 
light branches. Then we wait about three years and burn it off clean.
1691. "What do you do before the second burning? Sow grass and put cattle on the land.
1692. What are the grasses that you find most suitable ? Bye-grass, prairie, and clover are what we 
sow.
1693. Have you done any cultivation ? Hot much ; only just raised corn, potatoes, and vegetables for
my own use. .
1694. Tou have not grown any sugar-cane ? I have given it a small trial. It seems to grow well, but I 
could not make any profit out of it.
1695. What is the nearest sugar mill to your selection ? I do not know what it is called.
1696. How far is it from your selection in the wav that you would have to go to it ? It think 9 miles 
more or less.
1697. It would not pay you to grow sugar cane to take it 9 miles to a mill ? No.
1698. Are you a-ware of the direction of the proposed railway ? Tes.

How far would it be from your selection ? On the nearest road leading to the line, about 2 miles.
1700. Do you think you could grow sugar-cane at a profit by carting it to a railway line, and then running
it out to some large mill in the neighbourhood—would that suit you and your neighbours ? I have such a 
slight acquaintance with sugar-cane that I could scarcely answer the question. •
1701. What occupation do you follow ? I am a dairyman.
1702. How many acres have you cleared ? Altogether about 250.
1703. How many cows have you upon that ? I could not tell you the' exact number of cattle on it; but 
the maximum number that I milked last season was 43 or 45.
1704. How many cattle have you altogether—big and little ? I have something over 100.
1705. Is your land fully stocked ? No ; in addition to these I have had nearly fifty head on the place 
belonging to other people.
1706. What do you suppose is the grazing capability of the country when fairly laid down with grass and
clover ? In a good season I think 1-^ acre would be sufficient to keep a milch cow. In a season like this 
an acre of cleared land would be amply sufficient for a cow ; but the seasons are not always as good as this 
has been. A milch cow would take nearly as much again to keep her in proper trim as a drv cow or a 
bullock would. •
1707. Presuming therewere a railway, what benefit would you derive from it? A very considerable
benefit by having my produce placed on the market so quickly that it would not deteriorate. I was a 
considerable loser last season. On one occasion I had as many as eleven kegs of butter behind the bar 
on theTomM. This butter was sold at Id. a lb. less than it ought to have been sold at, and as there were 
65 lb. m a keg, you can estimate my loss. .
1708. Chairman.'] Did you miss a particular market ? No ; but the butter deteriorates by keeping.
1709. Mr. Cox.] Of course in this warm climate butter would necessarily deteriorate ? It goes bad 
quicker here than it does in a cold climate.
1710. Tou are aware that the Government intend to spend a large sum of money at the Bichmond Biver 
to make the bar passable ? Tes.

-1711.
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r—even when the bar is excellent. A boat 
venty-four hours before a boat from Lismore.

1711. Do you not think that that ought to be sufficient, without a railway ? I scarcely think so. I would 
like the railway to be continued on to join the Northern line, and not to stop short at any of these ports,
so that we could put our produce into the Sydney market. ,
1712. Do you know what it would cost to send produce to Sydney? I know that the cost would be 
considerable; but I, and I think most men, would be willing to pay it. Ot course bulk produce, such as 
maize, potatoes, and other things would go by water; but our produce will generally go by rail.
1713. As the G-overnment intend to spend a large sum of money in making the entrance to the xtichmond 
navigable, at all events, except in very heavy weather, do you think they would be justified m making this
railway? I think so. „ t> o /-.r
1714. The proposed railw'ay of course would not go to Ballma, but it wouid go to Byron Bay. Ut course
Byron Bay would be the outlet for all the people on the north of the ridge between Ballma and Lismore 
-—it is the natural outlet for all those people. _
1715. Presuming a railw'ay were made from Lismore to Byron Bay, and tnere were a good port at Byron
Bay, where would you send your produce ? Of course to Byron Bay. .
1716. Tou know the country between Lismore and Byron Bay thoroughly ; do you think there is a
sufficient extent of country that would be used to warrant the Government in making an expensiv e line ot 
railw'ay betw'een those two points ? I am sure of it. I can judge of the future by the past. 1 know 
that when the Southern line was made, it was proposed to build a little station at Bowral, and there was 
great opposition it. Most people cried out that Mr. Roberts was only getting accommodation tor hunselt 
—as that station is only backed up by Kangaloon; but no station on the Southern line has paid better than 
it has, and it has had to be enlarged several times. a u ^
1717. If a railway were constructed you would enter into various pursuits which you are now debarred 
from following—you have to dairy now because you could not get any other produce away ? We have to 
raise produce which will cost the least amount to place on the market the least amount of freight, in 
proportion to the money value. We cannot raise anything but dairy produce to place on the market
1718. PHave you ever sent calves to the Sydney market ? No. The voyage is too long, and the risk

1719. If a railway w'ere constructed, w'ould you set to work and clear a considerably greater portion of 
you land, and make it more valuable ? I cannot clear more than I am doing now ; I am doing my es 
now. Since April I have shipped 108 kegs of butter and 53 pigs.
1720. Mr. Lee.] Where were you living before you came here ? At Kangaloon tor sixteen years.
1721. Tou left there to come here? Tes.
1722. Supposing the railway were constructed according to tho proposed route, from which port would you 
be likely to ship—from Byron Bay or from Lismore ? Prom Byron Bay.
1723. Why ? Because it is nearer or equally as near as Lismore, and it is nearer to Sydney than Dismore 
m point of time, because so much time is tost on the nvei- 
leaving Byron Bay' this morning would be in Sydney twenty'-:
1724. Where do you ship from ? Prom Lismore.
1725. The road from Lismore is a main road? Tes.
1726. It is available for you ? Tes , , ^ n -,-r t r r i .n „
1727. Is it available for all the selectors living between this and the Byron ? IN o, only tor a tew along the
roadside. There arc a number of people at the back who have no road.
1728. Would they be able to ship at Lismore ? No ; they are more likely to go to the Bay.
1729. Tou say that you are acquainted with the route of the proposed railway—necessarily 
settlers will lie considerably to the north of that proposed route ? Rather to
of the settlers are to the west of it. j- -o t> o tj
1730. Which service would suit them best—by way of Lismore or by way ot Byron Bay ? By -way

1731. Why ? Because they are nearer to it, and it brings them nearer to Sydney by twenty-four or at 
l©£tst twclvo hours
1732. How could they get their produce to the railway ? There must be various roads leading to it.
1733. How do thev manage at the present time in wet weather? It is very awkward indeed. Ihe 
greater part of the produce is brought on horseback. There is no such thing as putting a vehicle even on
the main road in wet weather. jv +i o
1734. Did you over know a man put a keg of butter on one side of his horse and stones on the other .
Tes, It is often done. „ T. , ,
1735. If he did not pack his butter to his nearest market, either by way of Byron Bay or or Lismore, what 
would become of it ? He might give it to the pigs and make it into bacon.
1736. Tou have no other market? 'No.
1737. There is no local market ? No. _
1738. Would a series of good roads to the port answer your requirements as well as a railway would . 
No; because the road traffic would always be so expensive and slow in _ comparison with the railway 
traffic. The great thing we want is speed, so that our produce will bo delivered to Sydney, or any other 
market, as quickly as possible.
1739. Do I understand you to say that you do not cultivate maize or sugar-cane at the present time 
because it is impossible to get it to market? , Tes, the cost would be too much.
1740. So you fall back to the next best paying thing—dairying ? Tes.
1741. Would you in this country cultivate maize to any extent if you had a market ? Yes.
1742. What is the feeling of the people in this district as to the port from which they would like to ship ?
They would like to ship from Byron Bay. _ j. o xr
1749. Tou look to Byron Bay as a place from which you could have certain and regular shipment. Yes.
1744. Chairman.'] I suppose the land about here is superior, or equal, to the lllawarra land? Superior 
to it at the present time. The lllawarra land may have been as gcoi in the early days ; but ever since 1 
saw it, twenty-three years ago, with the exception of some particular spots, it was inferior to this land.
1745. This has the heavier rainfall? I think that has something to do with-it. _
1746. I suppose your case with regard to cultivation is the case of scores of farmers m the district. Y es.
1747. With rapid communication and more certain markets you think 
developed than it is at the present lime? Certainly.

some of the 
of it. The bulk

of

the land would be mo:e largely 
1748.



419

1748. Do you not think that a number of the farmers hold too large an area ? I do not know what may ^r. A.
be considered too large an area. Johnston,
1749. Do you think that with such land as you have in this district men could make fair livings out of ’
smaller areas than they hold at the present time ? Certainly. I could make a living off one-sixth of 25 ;n0t ~1889 
what I hold. '* '
1750. Supposing rapid communication were given, do you think those holding larger areas would let out 
their lands to the people who wanted them ? Certainly, but most of those who have large areas have a 
family to divide their land amongst.
1751. I suppose many have taken up large areas with the idea of dividing them ultimately among their
sons and daughters ? Tes. '
1752. The men have come here and have taken large areas for the sake of their children P Tes. I know ’
of cases where a family in the south coast has sent one of its members up here to take up a section of land.
1753. That is not uncommon ? No.

'1754. How7 many children have you ? Seven sons and three daughters. I have only 100 acres for each - 
of them.
1755. In the interest of the country do you not think the land in this district should be reserved until 
the proposed public works are constructed, so that it w'ould help to pay for them P Tes. But I think it 
would be an injury to the district to do that.
1756. But w'ould it not be to the interest of the country to do it? I think so..
1757. At the present time are there not large quantities of timber being destroyed which might be
shipped to Sydney if it could be got away ? Tes. ‘
1758. If proper facilities w7ere pirovided, that timber would be used instead of destroyed? Tes, a great 
deal of it wmuld be used.
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Mr. Moses King, dairy farmer, sworn, and examined:—
1759. Mr. Dec.] Where do you reside ? About 2-|- miles, or it may be 3 miles, from Eureka. Mr. M. King.
1760. Are you a selector ? I have purchased a selection. -A—-n
1761. How many acres do you hold now ? 640 acres. 25 Nov., 1889.
1762. Where did you reside before you came to this district ? At Jamberoo, lllawarra.
1763. What occupation are you engaged in now7? Dairying—I am a dairy farmer.
1764. W'ould you have any objection to say what is about your monthly or annual yield of dairy produce ?
That is a matter into which I have not gone. I have nearly 200 acres cleared, but it is not all in first- 
class order. I have never gone into figures, and am not prepared to say what yield per acre I have had.
176o. We should be very glad to hear what evidence you have to give us—as to w7hether your dairying 
has been kept back through w7ant of an outlet, or any suggestions you have to make as to the raihvay 
route ? The money which my father gave me I invested in land here, to the extent of 640 acres, and of 
course I intend to make a living for myself and my family off it. I think it is only reasonable that w7e 
should have a proper outlet for our produce, wrhich I consider w7e scarcely have at the present time. In 
leaving home I have to put my keg of butter on one side of my horse, and a few7 stones in a bag on the 
other side, and bring it about 2|- miles.
1769. To what point ? To a point a short distance from here. Then a waggon takes it something like 
lo miles to Elsinore. I think that the people of this locality would be benefited by the construction of a 
railway. Our butter gets too much handling, as it is ; while, the less handling it gets, the better it is for 
us. I consider that it would be a boon to the Eichmond if we had a railway, inasmuch as the carriage of 
produce v7ould be greatly facilitated. If w7e had a port at Byron Bay, our butter and produce would go 
to market more readily, and bring a better price. In the lllawarra district money has been spent on the 
Robinson basin at Kiama, and more or less at Shellharbour—money has also been spent on the formation 
of a basin at Wollongong ; and I think that, taking into consideration the vast extent of good country 
there is here compared with w7hat there is in the lllawarra district, we are very far behind them. It is a 
pretty w7ell known fact now that you cannot get as great an extent of the best land anywhere in Australia 
as there is here.
1767. Tou are speaking of the scrub land generally ? I speak of the scrub land generally.
1768. Could you tell us from wThat point it extends ? I have only been here about three vears, and of 
course, follow my own vocation more than that of travelling about. Although I have travelled a little, I 
am not in a position to answer the question.
1769. Tou have been here sufficiently long to judge w7hether the district is capable of producing grasses 
suitable for dairying purposes ? Certainly.
1770. What is your opinion on the matter ? My opinion is that it is capable of growing grass, and does
grow it, suitable for dairying purposes. When butter was Is. 9d. in Sydney, I have made butter on the 
Richmond, and have got Is. 9d. for it. This was in the winter, when, if the butter wTas a shade longer on 
the road, it would not injure it. ‘ 3
1771. Does the Richmond River itself serve the people in this locality, and between this and the bay, as 
well as a railway would serve it; w'ould the railway, if it v7ere constructed along the proposed route, 
give, you greater facilities for getting to market than you have now ? It would give us greater 
facilities. If the railway were constructed I could bring my produce to the station in the morning, and 
be back for millring in the evening—it would also be a benefit to those at a greater distance than I am.
1/72. If you had greater facilities for getting to market, v7ould you be likely to grow maize and sugar
cane?, That is a thing for the future. I am a dairyman, and 1 look to dairying and breeding of cattle 
to support me. There is not a doubt that maize null be grow7n, and sugar-cane also, if the price of sugar 
keeps up. °
1773. The difficulties to which you refer with reference to getting butter to market would apply with 
equal force to your getting supplies back home ? Wo would get the supplies more quickly if a railway 
w'ere constructed.
1774. Have you to pack your supplies home? Well, at present I have only to pack from where I bring
my butter to. We are charged extra by the local storekeejDers. ’
1775. Mr. CAv.] I should like to know the present value of some of the Iand here—when you came here '
three years ago what area of land had you cleared ? When I bought Mr. Malcolm’s farm they considered
.that there were 100 acres, or a little more, under grass. '

' , 2 (a)—Gr ' • ' 1776.
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Mr. M. King. 1776. You have cleared the rest since you were here ? I have cleared the rest, which makes pretty near 
-----' 200 acres.

25 Nov., 1889.1777. jf ji jsa fair question to ask you, what did you give for your 640 acres—I would like to know what 
is considered the value of the land about here ? Would other land not do for instance, the land we are on ?
1778. I toll you the reason I ask this question—the Committee want to know the value of the land. Ihey
perhaps may be asking the Government to spend large sums of money here, which they probably would 
be chary of doing if the land were not of much value F I bought it exceptionally cheap. Jlhe laud which 
we are on cost £6 an acre the other day. _
1779. Mr. Garrard.~\ How far is your place from the nearest point of the proposed railway F 1 could not 
say exactly how far it would be—my place is nearly west of there.
1780. The other side of the road that we have come along ? Yes. ' .
1781. I suppose it would be within 5 miles of the railway ? I think that I should have a station within
5 or 6 miles of my place. .... . . .
1782. Byron Bay is 20 miles from here ? I do not think it is, in a straight direction.
1783. What is it by road ? As near as can be, 20 miles.
1784. What is the distance to Lismore ? It is reckoned 14 or 15 miles.
1785. Why should you prefer to go to Byron Bay instead of to Lismore ? One of our surveyors told us
that we can get a road from Eureka to the Bay, which we propose asking for shortly, which will make us 
nearer to the Bay than we are to Lismore. , .
1786. If you get"the Byron Bay breakwater then you will not want the railway ? We tnink it would be
a great advantage to have both. -d 0 w
1787. Which would suit the people of this district better—the railway or a harbour at Byron Bay f VVe
want both. I think one depends a great deal upon the other. We want the bay for a port we consider 
that it would be our best port; and a railway would facilitate our getting produce to it. . .

• 1788. But if it were 20 miles from here to the bay, and 15 miles to Lismore, is not that rather handicapping 
you ? It is 20 miles, going round by the road, which is pretty near the shape of a horseshoe.
1789. What would be the distance by the proposed road ? I have not been over tho road, so that I am 
not prepared to say.
1790. Would it be shorter than the present road to Lismore ? It would be much shorter than the
present road to Byron Bay. .
1791. It would be much the same distance then to Byron Bay as it is to Lismore? We have always
looked upon Byron Bay as our port. -n t> j
1792. If you get the new road it will save you about 5 miles of your present journey to Byron Bay, and 
will make the distance between this place and Byron Bay, and between this place and Lismore, the same
_is that so ? Yes. The Bichmond Biver entrance is not improved sufficiently yet, and we think that
our produce could be got away from Byron Bay more readily.
1793. You cannot get it away from there now ? Not at the present time. _ ' _
1794. Do you not think that there is a probability of making the Bichmond a navigable port in a short
time, considering that the works are actually being proceeded with ? I would not like to say that Sir 
John Goode’s method of getting rid of the bar will be a success. f
1795. Suppose the Bichmond Biver entrance is made as good as the entrance of the Clarence ? They get
bar-bound there occasionally. '
1796. How often ? I could not tell you. I have seen by the paper that the Oity of Grafton was
outside the Clarence bar. _ .
1797. Would you be surprised to learn that the steamers have not missed one trip during the last year ? 
That is very good.
1798. If that was the case at the Eichmond, would it not be a very good outlet for you P Certainly, it 
we had it.
1799. ChairmanYou have 60 or 70 miles to go down the river when you get your produce to Lismore r 
Nearly 70 miles.
1800. Is the steamer from Lismore the one that goes outside ? Yes.
1801. Mr. Garrard.'] How many miles is it from Byron Bay to the Bichmond Heads P I have been told 
by Captain Jackson 22 miles.
1802. A very much smaller and slower boat goes from Byron Bay than from the Bichmond ? If we had
a good harbour we would have a better boat. .
1803. It is a very much smaller and slower boat that goes from Byron Bay now than the boats going 
from the Bichmond ? Yes ; it is a smaller boat.
1804. Chairman.'] If the breakwater were made you would have better steamers coming to Byron Bay 
than ever come to the Bichmond ? Yes.

MONBAT, 25 NOVEMBER, 1889. '
The Sectional Committee met at Clunes. 

flre&erti:—
JOSEPH PALMEB ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaieman).

■ . The Hon. Geoege Henet Cox. | Jacob Gaeeaed, Esq.
Chaeles Aleeed Lee, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed railway from Grafton to the Tweed.

Mr. George Thomas Hindmarsh, dairy farmer, sworn, and examined:
Mr. Q-. T. 1805. Mr. Garrard.] What is your occupation r Dairy farming at present,

Hindmarsh. ig06. Do you live close to Clunes ? 2|- miles away.
' ^ 1807. In which direction ? North-west.

25 Nov., 1889. pg08. How long have you resided in the district ? A little over eight years.
1809. What land have you ? 640 acres of scrub land. _ ,
1810. Are you engaged in anything else but dairying pursuits ? I have a small number of butcher s sheep.
I am breeding them. ' 1811.
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1811. What land have you cleared ? About 200 acres.
1812. Your principal industry is dairying ? Yes.

. 1813. Where do you find a market for your produce at present ? In Sydney.
1814. What way do you get to it ? By Lismore. •
1815. How far would the nearest point of the proposed railway be from your place ? 4i or 5 miles.
1816. In the event of its being constructed would you use it for conveying your produce ? I would.
1817. And send it to Lismore ? No. We have always looked on Byron Bay as our outlet for produce.
1818. Then why do you not send it to Byron Bay now ? Because there is not a sufficiently good road.
1819. What is the distance betw’een Byron Bay and here ? Fourteen or 15 miles by the nearest road.
1820. And from Lismore to here ? Fifteen miles to our place.
1821. I suppose the relative distance would be much the same if the railway were constructed ? About 
the same.
1822. Why would you send your produce the longer distance instead of the shorter ? Because it would
not be longer in point of time—it would be quicker getting to Sydney, and dairy produce v7ants quick 
and regular transit. '

J^011 presume that the Byron Bay works will be completed and that there will be a large harbour 
there. We hope to see that some day. We have always looked to that being done. I was one of three 
appointed six years ago, at a public meeting at Clunes, to mark out the road to Byron Bay. We marked 
out the Clunes portion of the road.
1824. Is the produce sent to Lismore very often detained in its [transit to Sydney? Yes ; by the bar,
and the irregularity of the steamers. ‘
1825. Are not the steamers running regularly ? Yes ; but not sufficiently so.
182o. Are they not running more regularly than they are running to Byron Bay ? They are at present. 
1827. Bo you know that the Government are spending a large amount of money to improve the 
Bichmond Eiver entrance ? Yes.

Mr. (J. T. 
Hindmarsh."

25 Nov., 1889.

1828. If as good an entrance can be obtained there as there is at the Clarence, would not the Bichmond 
be your best port ? Not the quickest to market.
1829. The cheapest ? I do not think it; not if the line w-ere constructed to Byron Bay.
1830. Though you are so close to Lismore ? There is only 3 miles difference, by the present road, and
there are 75 miles of river transit. . ‘
1831. Do you think that the Government would be justified in spending £100,000 on a railway from
Lismore to the Tweed, and another £242,000 upon improving Byron Bay ? I think so, considerinp" the 
district that there is behind Byron Bay. ' °
1832. You are not thinking of its present population, but of the probable increase if these facilities were 
given ? If the population increases at the rate it has done during the last ten yrears, I consider that they 
would be quite justified in incurring the expenditure.

■ 1833. Do y'ou think that people nearer to Lismore than we are would send their produce to Byron Bay? 
I believe so, if the railway were constructed.
1834. The people close to Lismore ? Those in the scrub land—there is not much dairying done in the 
open country.
1835. Do I understand that dairy produce 5 miles from Lismore would come by the railway ? Yes. 
Although it would cost a little more freight, we would gaiu by having it sent more quickly.
1836. You are looking forward to having large steamers at Byron Bay ? Yes ; quick travelling steamers
with cooling apparatus for dairy produce. ,
1837. As things are at present, the Eichmond Biver is your best port ? It is the only one at present, on
account of there not being a good road to the Bay. I believe there would be a trade via Byron Bay if the 
road were good. .
1838. Do you think that a railway from Casino to Grafton would be of any benefit to this place ? Yes,
as a main coast line from Sydney. I believe it would develop the northern coast district to a much larger 
extent than it is developed at present. '
1839. Then you can shut up the Bichmond and the Clarence ? Not at all; there is the sugar industry 
to be considered, and there is maize growing on the banks of the river from Lismore to its mouth.
184(1 For all the back lands you think that Byron Bay would be the best place for shipment? I am 
certain it would.
1841. Has there been much increase in settlement since you came to the place ? A wonderful increase. 
Ten years ago there was not a track with the mark of a horse’s hoof from Bexhill to the Brunswick. 
There was not a settlement between those two places. Eight years ago there were two small clearings 
where we are now.
1842. Have you taken up your land as a free selection ? Yes.
1843. Have you added to it since you selected ? No.
1844. "What is the value of land here ? £5 or £8 an acre. - ,
1845. Is that for scrub land or for improved land ? Every farm is improved to a certain extent; some 
have been sold at £5.
1846. What do you think is the value of unimproved land in this district ? I believe it is worth £5 or £6 
an acre.
1847. How far does this scrub land extend westward ? I could not give you the extent in miles.
1848. You know the district intimately ? Yes, I have been all through it.
1849. Where were you residing before you came here ? At Gerringong, near Kiama.
1850. Were you engaged in dairying there ? Yes, with my father.
1851. How does this country compare with the lllawarra district ? It has many advantages over the 
lllawarra district as a dairying district, inasmuch as feed is much more easily grown in the winter time ; 
the cattle thrive better, and the land is-better watered.
18o2. Do you think tnat anything else besides dairy produce would be raised here if the railway and 
harbour works were constructed sugar or maize ? I believe there would be a great growth of cereals, 
and a large trade done in fruit, but the fruit industry seems a long way off. This land would all grow 
sugar. If there was money to be had out of the sugar-cane the farmers would grow it.
1853. Would that produce go to Byron Bay, or to Lismore, do you think ? 1 believe it would go to 
Byron Bay if there were a harbour there. •

1854.
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Mr. G.-T. 1854. Mr Lee.'] You are aware that the question that the Committee are considering is the advisability 
Hindmarsh. 0£ constructing a line from G-rafton to the Tweed ? Yes. 

oew^'tqqq 1855. You are about midwav on that line? Nearer the northern end.
25 .N ov., loSy. 1856_ In the even(. 0£ tlie clarence Pleads being made a safe entrance at all times for large vessels, would 

the residents in this part of the district be likely to send their produce to that river for shipment ? I do 
not think it. _ _
1857. "Why? Because it would be cheaper to send it by the Richmond.
1858. The distance is too great, and the railway charges would be too high? It would be cheaper to send
it by the Richmond. , 0 r .i .
1859. What is your reason for thinking that Byron Bay would be your port of shipment. 1 do not
know whether it is that I have educated myself to it from the first; but we have always looked upon it as 
the natural outlet to this part of the district. _ . _ . . . „
1860. Byron Bay being more conveniently situated than the Richmond River ? Certainly it is really 
not closer.
1861. The distance is about the same ? Yes. _ _
1862. What is the distance by water from Lismore to the Heads ? _ 70 or 75 miles.
1863. Then, as you are equi-distant from Byron Bay and Lismore, if your produce were shipped at Byron
Bay, it would reach Sydney 24 hours sooner than it would if shipped from the Richmond ? Yes ; and if 
the Richmond bar were bad, very much sooner. _
1864. Dairy produce requires regular and speedy transit ? Yes. _ , .
1865. Are you living near the Byron Bay Road, or off the road any distance ? I am living north-west ot
Clunes—about 2j miles from the main road .
186.6. What is the road like in wet weather? Very bad. Last April most of our produce had to be 
conveyed to Lismore on pack-horses. The road from here to Lismore was almost impassable for vehicular 
tr&'ffi.c *
1867. 1 presume that you prosecute dairy farming now in preference to cane or maize growing, because 
it is easier to get the produce to market ? I was engaged for two years in horse-breeding, and owning 
stallions; but my brother and I found that that would not pay, so we took to dairying getting the

’ greatest value in the smallest bulk.
1868. Do you wish the Committee to understand that although you are living near the Richmond River, 
it would bo more convenient for you and other residents to ship your produce from Byron Bay ? It would 
be more convenient, and it would pay us better to do so.
1869. Supposing no harbour works were constructed at Byron Bay, would tho contemplated railway serve 
the residents in the district through which it runs ? It would to a certain extent. _
1870. What I want to know is this : the river'is already a benefit to you to a certain extent; does the 
railway run in such a direction that it will benefit the settlers by giving them better access to the
river? Yes. . . o -sr
1871. Do you think it centrally situated so as to suit the majority of the selectors ? xes.
1872. If it were constructed would you in fine weather send your produce to market by it, or by drays ?
I think we would send it by the railway. The drays jolt dairy produce about more than is desirable, and 
they are very much slower than a railway. ... .
1873. You would naturally expect to have the same facilities here for the carriage of dairy produce as 
they have in the south—cool chambers ? Yes, that is what we need.
1874. Mr. Gox^ Are you sufficiently acquainted with the district to know whether the land on the map 
shown white is of any value ? I believe most of it is rich land, from what I have seen in passing through.
1875. In the event of the Government spending large sums of money on the construction of a breakwater
at Byron Bay,'and a railway from the Tweed to Lismore, do you think they would bo justified in keeping 
back the lands marked green, and selling them at a price that would probably pay largely for the work ? 
I believe that the Government would be justified in doing that, but if the reserves were thrown open the 
district would be benefited. _ _ .
1876. These reserves only fetch 2s. an acre, and the scrub is so thick that it will not pay a surveyor to

' survey it for that ? They are getting more than 2s. an acre. _ ...
1877. But you spoke of their being thrown open to selection—if they were made into special areas it 
would be different ? All the land thrown open for selection is special area land. Tho reserves, especially 
when they join a farm, are a great source of annoyance to the farmers, because they harbour vermin.
1878. The land already alienated has been taken up by selection ? Yes. _ _ ..
1879. When a man has taken up land and served his five years upon it and improved, it to a sufficient 
extent to warrant the Government in giving him a certificate for it, at what rate would it sell? Much of 
it has been sold for £5, and some, more highly improved, for as much as £10.
1880. To satisfy the requirements of the Land Boards what amount of clearing is considered necessary ?
A very small amount. -
1881. If you had 640 acres, how much would you have to clear to get a certificate ? I got a certificate 
when I had less than 100 acres cleared, but I had a lot of buildings on the land. That land I could make 
a living out of, but I did not pay expenses from it.
1882. What did the land that has been cleared cost you ? Not less than £6 an acre. It took me five or
six years to clear it. . . .
1883. When you commenced to clear this scrub land, how much did you give for cutting down the trees ?
25s. an acre. .
1884. How do you make up the difference between 25s. and £6 ? Grass has to be sown and the timber
burnt off—that takes months and months in this wet climate. . . _
1885. When land is finally laid down in permanent pasture what do you consider is its value ? I 
consider that at the present time it is worth about £10 an acre when it is cleared.
1886. How are you- going to get interest on your money when you have paid £10 an acre for the land ?
The land will feed almost a beast to the acre—a dairy cow all the year round. . _
1887. What is the net return from each cow that you milk—what return do you think each cow gives 
you per annum ? I have not the least idea. .
1888. Chairman.] You say that in the interest of the district it would be well to throw the reserves open, 
but you have also told us that the growth of population here is enormous. We have heard during the

course
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course of our inquiry that the growth of population in this district has been something like 22|- per cent., Mr. Q-. J1. 
while in the Colony, as a whole, it has only been 4J-per cent.—if that is to continue for the next ten Hindmarsh. 
years will not the land increase greatly in value ? It will. ' —'
1889. Would it not be to the interests of the country to keep the land for future settlement? qijjg 25 Nov., 1889. 
G-overnment would get more money, but the district would not be benefited.
1890. The district is asking for half a milfion of money, and it is only by people being settled here that
the interest on that money can be paid ? Tes. ’ •
1891. How many people living in the district now would have a slapdash for these lands if they were
thrown open to-morrow ? I think that most of them have as much land as they want. .
1892. Have you any doubt that in a few years if a port were made at Byron Bay, and the railway con
structed, these lands would double in value ? I believe they would—'the reserved lands.
1893. -Mr. Garrard] Do you know the route of the proposed line ? Tes.
1894. Do you think that it is the best that could be' taken in the interest of the district generallv ? I '
believe it is.
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Mr. James G-ibson, dairy farmer, sworn, and examined :—■
1895. Mr. Cox] Where do you reside ? At Clunes. Mr.
1896. How far from where we are now sitting ? 1^ miles. J. Gibson.
1897. How long have you been a resident of the district? Eight years. ' ^^
1898. Are you living upon your own selection, or did you purchase your lands ? I am living ou my own 25 Nov., 1889.
selection. .
1899. How much land have you ? 483 acres.
1900. How much of that is cleared ? I have 180 acres cleared.
1901. But it is not productive ? 60 acres I have felled lately. The rest of the land is productive.
1902. What occupation do you follow ? Dairy farming.
1903. How many cows have you ? I am milking twenty-three.
1904. Upon how much land are those twenty-three cows kept? Upon about 120 acres. I have young
stock also. '
1905. How much young stock ? Somewhere about twenty head, and 1 have three horses.
1906. About fifty head altogether? Nearly fifty head altogether.
1907. What do you find is the capability of the country what could your land carry if fully stocked ?
If it were fully improved I believe I could carry a beast to every 2 acres. ” '
1908. What has it cost you up to the present? I have given 35s. an acre to have it felled—a portion of 
it. The other improvements—burning off and sowing grass—I did myself.
1909. Tour labour would be as valuable as that of other people ? Tes ; but I did not actually pay for it. .
1910. Tour labour would be equal to 35s. an acre ? Tes.
1911. What would you expend upon the land to make it capable of keeping a beast to 2 acres ? I could
not tell you actually—I believe £6 or £8. •
1912. Then there is the value of the stock ? There is the value of the stock.
1913. What would be the return per head from the stock', in dairy produce ? Three years ago', when 
butter was Is. 9d. and 2s. a lb., from ten cows in two months, I realized £50 5s.
1914. What is the price of it now ? Erom 4d. to 7d. '
1915. How much will a cow give you a week ? I have averaged 7ft. and over of butter from a cow per 
week.
1916. In summer-time you would get the price you now give us ; but in winter the price would be double ? ■
The average price would be about Is. a ft. ’
1917. Eor how many months in a year does a cow remain in milk ? As a rule we milk them nine months.
1918. A cow is worth about £6? We give £10 for some.
1919. Say that a cow is worth £6; you would get the whole of that value back again within" twelve 
months, from her production ? I believe so.
1920. So that the cow pays for herself in the first year, and the expense attendant upon keeping her 
would be the cost of improving the land—2 acres at £6 an acre? A cow produces more than that even.
There is her calf, and the milk, with which we feed pigs. The calf when it is twelve months old, if it is a 
heifer, is worth at a low estimate from £1 to £2, and even more. '
1921. Speaking as fairly as you can, what would be the interest which you would get from each acre of
your land ? I would not like to let my land to any man on a lease of less than 10s. an acre—the land I '
have improved.

Mr. Thomas Moses, storekeeper, sworn, and examined :— .
1922. Chairman] What are you ? I was a storekeeper until two months ago.
1923. In Clunes ? Tes.
1924. Tou are now out of business ? Tes.
1925. How long have you lived in this district ? A little over six years.
1926. During that time I suppose you have been intimately connected, by reason of your business, with 
the farmers and settlers here ? I have.
1927. Have you given any consideration to the proposed railway from G-rafton to the Tweed River—as it
affects this district ? I have. _
1928. Do you think that the most practicable route has been selected, and the route that will give most
benefit to the settlers ? I believe so. .
1929. Do you know anything of the country from the bay further on ? No. .
1930. How would it alfect future settlement if the reserves were thrown open, and fresh land selected ? 
I think it would be better.
1931. Tou would be fairly served if you could get good roads ? Tes.
1932. Tou have heard some of the evidence given with regard to the produce going to Sydney via Lismore 
and the Richmond River ;—which port do you think would be most generally used if the railway were 
constructed ;—Lismore or Byron Bay ? Byron Bay.
■1933. Tou are going on the assumption that harbour works will be made there ? Tes.

Mr. T. Moses. 

25NovA889.

1934.
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Mr.,T. Moses. 1934. Why do you think that they should he made ? In the first place they would allow the farmers to 
get their produce to market much more quickly, because the steamers, after leaving Lismore, call at 

25 Nov., 1889. different places all down the river to Ballina, so that the butter and farm produce becomes almost unfit 
for market.
1935. I suppose if the railway were constructed the farmers could send their produce to Byron Bay and 
avoid the detention in the holds of the steamers, which now takes place ? Certainly.
1936. Do you think that if the railway and harbour works at Byron Bay were constructed much additional 
settlement would be induced to come here ? I do decidedly.
1937. You have heard a great deal about very large holdings, not fully improved, being owned in the 
district;—do you think it likely that farmers would lease those lands to tenants ? Either lease them, or 
sell portions of them.
1938. I understand that many of the farmers who are settled in this district came here to find homes for 
their children, as well as for themselves ? I believe that is what they have done.
1939. Because they were not able to get large enough areas in other districts. You think thatthey would 
bo willing to lease some of this land ? Yes.
1940. Do you not think that it would be a wise thing in the interests of the Colony at large, suppose the 
works are to be constructed, for the Government to withhold the land from sale ? No, I do not.
1941. Why ? Because I consider that it is a most necessary thing to settle people on the land, and if

. the Government sold these lands, or allowed them to be thrown open to selection, the people would settle
on them, and the extra amount of produce raised would pay interest on the works.
1942. Do you think it is desirable that these lands should be alienated in large blocks of 640 acres each?
I do not. .
1943. We have been told that 40 acres of land, properly managed, is an independency for a thrifty man in 
this district ? I believe a man could make a living on 50 or 60 acres, properly cleared, but I should say 
that 150 acres were enough for any man.
1944. In many places that would be too much for a man ; would it not be beyond the means of the bulk 
of the selectors to improve 150 acres ? I do not think so. The majority of them here have taken up from 
200 to 640 acres.
1945. How much of that have they cleared ? They have not cleared it all.
1946. So far as the country is concerned, then, it might as well not bo selected, because it is yielding 
nothing? No.
1947. If these large selections are not yielding anything to the country, why should that state of things 
be allowed to continue ? You must remember that these people have only been settled on the land for a 
few years. In the course of a few years they will have more land cleared. Those who first took up land 
had not money to select with, they had to go out to work to get money to pay for their clearing.
1948. The growth of population in this district, we are told, is greater than that in any other part of the
Colony ; do you think that that will continue ? I do, until the land is occupied. ■
1949. If the proposed public works were constructed, the growth of population would be still greater in 
the futui’e than it has been in the past ? Decidedly.
1950. There would be a greater demand for land ? ’ Yes.

■ 1951. And when the demand is great the price is higher ? Yes.
1952. As the Government may be going to spend nearly £1,000,000 in this district upon public works, 
largely for the benefit of the jneople already settled here, would it not be better if they got some of that 
money back from the increased value of the land ? " I consider that they are getting a fair share back in 
the way of interest. ,
1953. You pay interest on any debt;—if you bought land from me you would have to pay interest on the 
balance due ? Look at the difficulties the people have had to put up with.
1954. They would get all the advantages if the works were constructed, and they are not asked to pay for 
them ? They pay their share indirectly.
1955. You have not been engaged in farming land ? Not here.
1956. The selectors here have not been trafficking in land, buying and selling—they are bona fide men ? 
Yes.
1957. Many of them have had" to struggle and lose their selections from want of means, but otherwise 
you think they are bona fide ? I do, decidedly.
1958. Do you think that if the harbour works were constructed at Byron Bay, return cargoes would bo 
sent there for the use of the people of the district ? Yes, decidedly.
1959. Do you agree with other witnesses that the bulk of the produce would go that way ? Yes.
1960. Eor the same reasons ? Yes.

MONDAY, 25 NOVEMBER, 1889.
; The Sectional Committee met at the “ Commercial Hotel," Lismore, at 8 p.m.
i JlriGrut:—

JOSEPH PALMEB ABBOTT, Esq. (Cirairman). •
The Hon. George Henry Cox. | Jacob Garrard, Esq.

Charbes Alfred Lee, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Bailway from Grafton to the Tweed.

Mr. Alexander Meston, sugar manufacturer, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. 1961. Mr. Cooe'.} What is your occupation? Sugar manufacturer.

A. Meston. 1962. How long have you resided on the Eichmond ? Eifteen years.
^ 1963. Previous to that, where were you residing ? I was twenty years on the Clarence.

25 Nor., 1889. 1964. What occupation did you follow on the Clarence ? General farming and sugar growing—it is 
about twenty-six years since I went into sugar. '
1965. Do you grow sugar now, as well as manufacture it? Yes.
1966. What information would you like to impart to the Committee ? I consider that a railway from 
here to the Tweed is absolutely necessary. It would go through magnificent country the whole way, as
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I daresay you have seen. The land is all good, and I know that it is fit for sugar growing. My son, who 
is boiling for myself, was boiling on the Brunswick, and he considered that the quality of the juice 
obtained from cane grown there, was better than that obtained from Bichmond Biver cane.
1967. How do you account for that ? It was something in the soil.
1968. Is the cane that your son is growing on the flats, or on the hills ? On the hills.
1969. Is it red soil ? Yes. '
1970. You found that the cane grown in that soil was richer than the cane grown on the Bichmond ?
Yes. It varies in different seasons. Sometimes it is better on the mountains, and sometimes on the flats ; 
as a general rule the mountain cane is the best. -
1971. You think that if railw'ay facilities were given, a large quantity of this scrub would be utilized for
the growth of sugar ? Yes. .

- 1972. Ho you know what use it is put to now ? It is mostly used for grazing. They are too far from a 
market or a mill to raise sugar there. I would have no hesitation myself in putting up a mill there.
1973. Do you think that if the land was wholly used for grazing the Government -would be justified in
making the railway ? Certainly not. .
1974. You think that if the railway were constructed, the land instead of keeping cows, would be able to 
keep a large number ■of human beings, and produce something infinitely more valuable than butter and 
milk? That has been my experience, whenever a railway has been put through good land. ■
1975. The people w'ho keep dairies employ no labour ; but if they were sugar planters they would have 
to employ a considerable amount of labour ? Yes.
1976. Consequently by sugar planting the population must increase considerably? Yes. You want a 
large population to grow sugar.
1977. You think that the prospects of sugar-planting there are so good that you would be prepared to 
put up a factory on some of this scrub land? I should not be in the least afraid to put one up, though 
I am getting rather old for new enterprises.
1978. Supposing that would justify a railway between the Tweed and Byron Bay, is there anything to 
justify a railway between Casino and Lismore and Byron Bay ? The land between Lismore and Casino 
is not much good. I do not think I should feel inclined to recommend it at all.
1979. You have good water communication between Lismore and the coast ? Oh, yes.
1980. But there is no water communication between Casino and the coast? Yes. The droghers run to 
Casino, although the deep water is a little way from Casino.
1981. Then in your opinion the Government -would he quite warranted in expending money upon the
construction of a railway from Lismore to Byron Bay, hut not from Casino ? No ; because it is not good 
land there. -
1982. Why do you think it desirable that we should make a railway from Lismore to Byron Bay, when 
you have good water carriage here ? But the people at Byron Bay and the Brunswick have not good 
water carriage.
1983. Presuming they were quite justified in running a railway from Murwillumbah to Byron Bay, would
the Government be also justified in running a railway from Lismore to Byron Bay, since people here have 
water carriage already ? Yes ; hut how are you going to let the Tweed and the Brunswick out. '
1984. If the Government made a railway from the Brunswick and the Tweed to Byron Bay, what would 
justify them in making one from Lismore to Byron Bay ? The tract of country between Lismore and 
Byron Bay.
1985. Do you think that that would he sufficient ? Yes.
1986. Have they no means of getting to the water now ? Not with heavy goods—only by drays ; and 
that is very tedious and expensive.
1987. So that unless a railway were constructed you think that all the "good country between tbis and
Byron Bay would remain as it is now, in the occupation of dairy farmers ? I do. Other produce is too 
heavy for drays to transport. • -
1988. You are aware that in that country there is a large amount of blue metal;—the best stone iu the 
world with which to make roads ? Yes. The roads are not equal to railways for carrying produce. I 
believe you can carry for l|d. a ton per mile on the railway, but you could not do that on the road.
1989. This is very hilly country, and the railway could only run in one line;—how would the people 
reach the railway from the various points ? There must he stations along the line to which they can 
bring their produce at less distance than they have to go at present.
1990. Do people now reside at any great distance from the main road ? Yes ; some a great way.
1991. How do they get their produce to market ? The best way they can. They only have dairies, so
that the produce is not very heavy to transport. It would he quite different if it were sugar, or maize, or 
produce of that description. .
1992. Do you think that Byron Bay, as it is at present, would be of any use to people if there were a 
railway ? Not as it is at present.
1993. That would necessitate the construction of a breakwater at a large expense in order to make a 
harbour ;—do you think the country would be justified in making that breakwater? I cannot say that I 
am competent to judge. I have no idea what it would cost.
1994. £242,000. Do you think that the Government would be justified iu expending that sum of money 
in making a harbour at Byron Bay for the benefit of the people we have just been considering ? If there 
W'ere a railway through, and the whole country settled, I think they would he perfectly justified in doing it.
1995. Are you aware that the Government propose to expend a very large sum of money in improving the 
entrance to the Richmond ? I am aware of that.
1996. Do you think that would be sufficient to meet the requirements of the district, without spending any 
more money at Byron Bay ? It is a long wray for people to have to take their produce to the river, and 
then tranship it again.
1997. Do you know the country between Byron Bay and Ballina ? Yes, perfectly.
1998. Is it very easy or very rough ? Pretty hilly, but splendid land. It is all dense scrub—about 40 
acres of it is quite sufficient to support a family.
1999. "Which do you think would be the best, to make a breakwater at Byron Bay, or a railway from there 
to Ballina ? And spend the same amount on either—I think the breakwater.
2000. Do you know Sir John Goode’s scheme for improving the entrance to the Richmond River ? Yes ;
I have read it. 2001.
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2001. Do you know anytliing at all about the result of making breakwaters and training-walls ? I know 
that they have been a failure at the Clarence. 1 believe that that river was better thirty-five years ago 
than it is now.
2002. Has any money been spent on the Eichmond ? Hot a shilling. _
2003. Have you suffered any considerable loss by the want of a good harbour at Ballina ? Ho. I am one 
of the largest shippers of produce on the Richmond River, with the exception of the Colonial Sugar 
Refining Company.
2004. Chairman.'] Do you ship sugar only ? Tes. I have never had any delay during sixteen years, and
I have never insured 6d. worth, or lost it. ...
2005. Mr. Co%.-\ Have you ever owned any vessels ? Ho. Tbe delay I have experienced is very little, and
only happened at long intervals. _
2006. Mr. Lee.'] Tou are aware that a very large proportion of this scrub land to which you refer lies to 
the west or north-west of the Richmond' River ; for instance, Clunes, Eureka, Cooper’s Creek, and thence 
out to the Tweed—is that country at present served by the Richmond ? Tes. There is no other way to 
get from it.
2007. Do you think that one of the reasons why maize and sugar-cane are not produced there at tho
present time is the difficulty of getting to market ? Tes ; the difficulty of transit. * •
2008. Supposing a railway were made to that country, would sugar-mills be established ? Tes.
2009. Of course they could not be placed at every plantation ? Ho ; certainly not. _
2010. Consequently the cane would have to be carried for some distance from the plantations to the
various mills ? Tes. ,
2011. As a business man can you tell mo whether the sugar cane would stand the cost of transit from the
plantations by rail to the nearest sugar-mills ? How do you propose to charge for it ? _ .
2012. lid per ton per mile? Well, we will say 12 miles—that would be only Is. 6d. Tes, certainly it 
would be quite as cheap as water carriage.
2013. Can cane be conveyed in the barges in the river at the present time at the rate of Igd. per ton per 
mile ? Of course for about 50 miles it would cost that—if you went further it would not. _
2014. What is the average return of cane per acre ? It varies very much according to the soil and the 
cultivation.
2015. What ought this particular country to yield ? A two-year crop ought to yield about 60 tons per acre.
2016. Have you known any ground on the Richmond to yield that ? I have cut 84 tons.
2017. Had you any experience on the Clarence ? I cultivated sugar there for three years._ _
2018. What is the average yield there ? It was about the same in the early years—it is falling off very
much now. Cane is a very exhaustive crop, and ought to be taken in rotation. _ _
2019. If the cane can stand the cost of transit by rail at IJd. per ton, and the yield is so enormous, the 
freights on the railway line would bo very great, and the revenue obtained would go a good way to pay the 
working expenses and interest on the construction ? The lino ought to be used very much for the convey
ance of cane. I see that at a meeting on the Brunswick they offered to grow cane for a company at 8s. a ton.
2020. Why did they offer to grow it for so low a price ? To induce the company to extend their opera
tions there. At present they have no market, and their cane has to rot. Ho one likes to go there, 
because of the difficulty of transit.
2021. Are there places there where sugar-mills could be erected ? Several places.
2022. Tou have no hesitation in saying that tho line would be utilized for the conveyance of cane? Hot
at the freight you have mentioned, because the difference in price would bear it. _ _
2023. Tou notice the route of the line—what country would be served by it? Rive miles on each side
ought to be served, even for cane. ■
2024. What would it cost to cart the cane 5 miles ? I have had it carted 5 miles for 2s. a ton—on a good 
road of course.
2025. Butin that country would you get it carted for that ? It would cost more. But you could grow • 
an immense quantity of cane within a mile of the line.
2026. The country west of the line is not served by the Richmond River at the present time ? Ho.
2027. Would the line serve that country ? Tes, to a very great extent. _
2028. In your opinion does the line take the proper course ? Tes. It goes through a lot of fine land.
2029. Could you suggest any better route? Ho, I do not think so.
2030. As to the Brunswick and Tweed, you have no doubt that the line is an absolute necessity ? Tes.
2031. Tou see that the line runs down to Byron Bay—could yon give the Committee any information
about Byron Bay as a port for shipment? At the present time ? _
2032. If it were converted into a harbour would it, in your opinion, be used by the Tweed and Brunswick 
people, and the people along the line ? They certainly would use it in preference to coming here. It is 
much nearer, and you could get larger vessels in than you could get here, unless you improved the river. 
The larger the vessel the cheaper the freight.
2033. Supposing Byron Bay is not made a harbour, do you think it at all probable that the Tweed and 
Brunswick people will send the goods by this lino round to Lismore ? It is a long way.
2034. Which do you think is their proper port ? Byron Bay, certainly.
2035. Do you know anything about the land on the proposed line from Lismore to Grafton ? Tes. .
2036. AThat is the nature of it ? It is certainly not worth putting a raihvay through—the soil is very poor.
2037. Suppose the Clarence were made navigable for large vessels, do you think that tho people 
residing upon any portion of the Richmond, or along the proposed line of railway, wmuld send their goods 
there for shipment ? Ho ; they would not send an ounce.
2038. Mr. Garrard.] Where wore you living on the Clarence? AtUlmarra.
2039. AVere you frequently down at the heads ? Tes.
2040. Tou spoke just now of the Clarence works having been a failure—do you speak from any knowledge 
of the works there ? Tes ; and I have heard the captains say that the bar was better before.
2041. Tou do not speak from actual knowledge, then? Ho.
2042. Chairman.] Have you ever known 100 tons to be grown to the acre in this district ? Ho ; 84 tons
to the acre is the highest crop of sugar that I have had. .
2043. Mr. Garrard.] AThere abouts on the Brunswick did your son grow sugar ? He simply manufactured
it—at Atkins’. •
2044. Atkins’ plant is rather old fashioned? Tes.
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TUESDAY, 26 NOVEMBER, 1889.
The Sectional Committee met in the Court-house, Lismore, at 9 a.m.

fjrcsnit:—
JOSEPH PALMEE ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaieman).

The Hon. Geoege Heney Cox. | Jacob Gaeeaed, Esq,
Chaeles Alfeed Lee, Esq. '

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed railway from Grafton to the Tweed.

Charles Henry Gale, Esq., Crown Lands Agent, sworn, and examined:—
2045. Chairman.'] Tou are Land Agent for the Land District of Lismore ? Tes.
2046. How long hare you been here ? Just ten months.
2017. Have you got the records of the Crown land sales at Byron Bay ? Tes.
2048. When was the land sold there—in the village of Cavvanba ? The first sale was on the 31st May, 
1887, and the second on the 14th October, 1887.
2049. Were many allotments sold at those sales ? At the first sale half the allotments nut up were
sold, and a great number were also withdrawn. x
20o0. N hat did they average ? The average is not worked out, but I can give you some particulars as to 
the upset prices, and the amounts realized.
2?5^GlVe US th° Upset prices ? The upset prices of ]ots sold at tte first sale were £10. Several lots 
at £o0 were not sold. They realized at the first sale £12. £18 10s.—these are £10 lots. Two £10 lots
were sold at £40, one £10 lot at £31 10s., one £10 lot at £16, one at £20, and one at £10 10s. 
onro’ tJl<? purchasers distributed, or was one person buying ? They seemed fairly well distributed.
20o3. A ow at toe next sale P At the next sale sixteen lots were offered and fourteen sold. The other two 
w-ere not offered for.
2°5r' l’0io1ioWAnUCll,1ab0Ve uPset Price? £12 10s. was the upset price for the first allotment, and it 
realized £21^ 10s. ; the second allotment, the upset price for which was £12 10s., realized £160 10s. ■ the 

oJ1! ment:, • uPset Pr^ce which was £12 10s., realized £55; the fourth, upset price £12 10s. £40- 
the fifth, upset price £12 10s., £65; the sixth, upset price £12 10s., £66; the seventh, upset price £25 £50- 
the eighth, upset price £25, £36 ; the ninth, upset price £25, £32; the tenth, upset price £25, £36 ; the 
eleventh, upset price £25, £52 ; the twelfth, upset price £25, £40; the thirteenth, upset price £25 £25 • 
onr'i iiT-re WfTre tw° n0t 0:®ered ^or> and the sixteenth, the upset price of which -was £25, realized' £3^’ 

AV?re tll0se allotments purchased by different people ? There were about eleven different purchasers. 
zOoo. YVhat was the area of each of those allotments? The first six lots were 1 rood: they were the 
ones .that brought the biggest prices. All the others were i an acre (2 roods).
20o7. The first lots were near the jetty ? I cannot say without referring to the map. I did not conduct 
the safe myself ; it was held before my arrival here.
2058. Tou have been here during tbe whole of this year ? I took charge here on the 1st Eebruary.
2059. How do the conditional purchases made since then compare with those made during the last few 
years f This present year has been better than any year since 1884.
2060. How many conditional purchases were made this year ? 123.
2061. The number of selections was 123. What was the average area of those selections? About 104 
Sac68’ t 1 g0t thlS return out hurriedly this morning, and took the average of twenty selections
2062. I suppose some of the selections are pretty large ? There are very few large selections—they are
nearly all small. ^
2063. What do you call small ? They very rarely went over 200 acres, and were generally from 70 to 80
acres. In special areas the quantity of land that can be taken up is limited to 160 acres. They cannot 
exceed that under the present Act. Eifty-six of these selections were taken up in special areas’^ so that 
they could not exceed 160 acres. ’
2064. Have you any idea of what the price was in those special areas ? Eor most of them £2 10s. and 
for some of them about £4. In one case tbe price was something like-£15 or £20, at Biley’s Hill down 
the rrver. The average price would be £2 10s., for residential conditional purchases, of course. ’
-065. Is there much transferring of land going on here ? There has been a great deal since I have been 
here—a great deal of buying, selling, mortgaging, &c.
2066. But has the land been passing from one to another absolutely to any great extent P Tes • there 
have been a good number of lonaf.de sales. Tbe men from the south coast are somin- up here in con
siderable numbers and buying up the old selections.

1 go outside Lismore, into Casino, and I work a little into tho

William Gibbon Walker, Esq., Government Surveyor, sworn, and examined
2067. Chairman.] Tou are a licensed surveyor? Ho, a Government surveyor.
2068. In the Land District of Lismore ? ’ . ., _ . . - -
Tweed as well.
2069. How long have you been here ? A little over three years.
2070. I suppose you are fairly well acquainted with the country—not only in this district but in tbe
adjoining districts . Tes, with the exception of right up on the Tweed, as far as the Brunswick, or a little 
further, perhaps. ’

i20i7/' y°U kll0W ^ extent of the Lismore Land District ? It nearly takes in the whole of the eastern 
halt ot the county of Eons.
2072.. That would include the Tweed then—the Tweed is in the county of Eous ? Although it does not 
take m the Tweed it goes into ihe country of the Eichmond. '
2073. Have you been kept pretty busy since you have been here ? . Tes.

Surveying ? Surveying and reporting ou the revocation of reserves and roads.
20/o. Can you give us any idea of the average cost of surveying per acre in this scrub laud? No I 
cannot exactly. All I can say is that the licensed surveyors are. allo wed 100 per cent, on the scale of fees

2 (*)-H . 2076. ‘

C. H. dale, 
Esq.

2G Nov., 1889.

W. G-. Walker, 
Esq.

26 Nov., 1889.
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W.Q-.'Walker, 2076. What is the scale of fees per mile or per chain ? About £2 per mile. They get £4 per mile for 
-E8<1' surveying in this scrub land. _
o2077. The cost of the survey, then, in many instances, must be more than the deposit paid on conditional 

6 Nov., 18 . pyj-ghageg p Considerably more for this district. _
2078. Is there very much land unalienated in this district at the present time ? Tes, a considerable 
quantity. Do you mean particularly in the Lismore district ?
2079. JSro, in the districts with which you are acquainted ? There are a great many reserves, and a good 
deal of Crown land.
2080. How much of those reserves are fit for farmers—the class of people who are coming here ? Nearly 
all of them.
2081. Is there much good land similar to this scrub land to the westward—Tenterfield way ? Of course 
the further hack you get from the coast the more you get into the forest country.
2082. Is the land of a rich character? Tes.
2083. And there is very little settlement ? Tes.
2084. Do you know the route of the railway from here to Byron Bay ? Tes. _
2085. Have you been along it ? I have picked it up here and there. I have a very good idea of the
direction of it. _
2086. Have you been hack amongst the land coloured white on the map ? I have not been much in the 
county of Drake. I do not know much of the land to the west, outside of the counties of Bichmond 
and Bous.
2087. Is the country you do know to the west of Lismore, which is unsold at the present time, good 
average country for farming ? Tes.
2088. And I suppose it is only its remoteness from the centres of population, and the difficulty of access

' to those centres, that has prevented it from being taken up already ? That is all. It is very nearly as
good as the scrub land. . _
2089. Tou say that you have picked up the line of the proposed railway here and there. With your 
knowledge of the district, do you think that any better route could be got than that selected by the 
surveyor—that is, a general route ? No, I certainly do not.
2090. Would that railway, passing down to Byron Bay, serve a large number of farmers? A very large 
number.
2091. And away to the north, to the Tweed ? Tes.
2092. Have you given any consideration to the proposed harbour works at Byron Bay ? I cannot say 
that I have given them very much consideration.
2093. Do you know from travelling about the district what the general opinion is with regard to them ? 
The general feeling is that they ought to be proceeded with.
2094. People generally think that they would be a great advantage to them if they were constructed ? Tes.
2095. Eor what reason? Well, a harbour there would give them a good outlet to any market that they 
liked to make use of. There is deep water there for vessels to go in.
2096. Do you think the Government would be justified in making improvements at the mouth of the 
Bichmond, and also at Byron Bay ? I think so, considering the great extent of the country, and its 
richness, and the immence population that it could carry.
2097. I suppose there is no doubt that this country will never be settled until you get better roads, and 
better communication ? No.
2098. Better communication to the sea-board and from that to the centres of population ? Exactly.
2099. Is there anything else that you would like to tell the Committee? Nothing, except that I have
never seen land to equal that in this district, and I have been a good deal over the country. I have been 
at Hay, down Bowral way, and in New England. '
2100. Tou have never seen land to equal this? No. I was knocking about the sea for nine years, 
and I never saw any country outside the Colony to equal this. I consider 40 acres quite sufficient to 
keep a family, and every reserve that I recommend for revocation I recommend as a special area.
2101. Do you not think that it would be a wise policy to withhold all these reserves until the tvorks are
carried out or determined upon—would not the money derived from them go largely towards paying the 
cost of the works ? The land would double in value if the works were constructed. ■
2102. The population is increasing ? Bapidly.
2103. We were told that the population here had increased 22 per cent, as against 4^ per cent, in the 
colony at large ? Tes.
2104. Do you think that that would continue if there were a certainty of the country being opened up by 
a railway ? Tes.
2105. It would create a demand for land, and consequently the Government would get a better price for 
it than they do now ? Certainly.
2106. Do you think that much of the land of this district is being taken up for speculative purposes ? I 
think a great deal has been, but I do not think much is being taken up now.
2107. I suppose it is impossible for land to be taken up in this district unless a man has some amount of
capital? He could not do it without money. There is a good deal of valuable timber in the scrub, which, 
if there were a market for it, would be saved, but now it is destroyed wholesale. There is beech, teak, 
long jack, woolly butt, and other timber. .
2108. Mr. Cox.'] There are no squatting leases in any portion of what they call the scrub land ? No, I 
do not think so. I think they have been mostly abandoned.
2109. Are you aware that the present squatting leases in the coast district will expire next year ? Tes.
2110. Then a large area will be thrown open for selection? Tes.
2111. I suppose you anticipate having a large amount of work when that takes place. When the hundreds 
of thousands of acres held in the large squattages at the heads of the Bichmond are thrown open, will there 
not be a rush for the land ? I do not think there will be any great rush, because a great deal of the 
resumed area has not gone yet.
2112. Will you be prepared, in the event of the leases falling in next year, to recommend a certain portion 
as special areas ? Ob, yes ; some of them could certainly be proclaimed special areas.
2113. And you would take care that the country would get a fair return for the land ? Tes.
2114. Mr. Lee.] Do you know anything of the country between Casino and Grafton? Only about 20
miles south of Casino, on the Grafton Boad. I have not travelled further than that. 2115.
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2115. What is the character of the country? It seems to me that the further you go south the poorer it W. (E
gets—spotted gum ridges and that sort of thing. a er’ s<^'
2116. Does this huge belt of scrub country extend from Casino towards Grafton ? No. _ 26 Nov 1889
2117. What would be about the outside boundary of the scrub country in that direction ? I do not think ’’ '
there is much scrub country south of Casino. As I say, it extends over Ihe whole of the Richmond
district northerly to the Queensland boundary.
2118. You know the country pretty well, between here and Cape Byron ? Yes.
2119. According to the map, there has been a large amount of alienation there, and it would appear that 
the railway is too close to the river to serve a number of people living west of it—can you give the 
Committee any reason as to why the line is likely to be taken in that direction ? Well, I think it was 
taken there chiefly on account of the country—as you get back to the west you get to the hills.
2120. Do you think that the easiest railway route has been obtained? I think there is not a doubt 
about it.
2121. Are the people lying to the west of that route likely to be served by the railway ? Decidedly.
2122. In fact, to get to the river, they must cross the railway? They must cross it.
2123. Does the river serve that western country at the present time—you have a pretty good knowledge 
of the state of the roads, and that sort of thing ? It has to serve it after a fashion. This country is all 
being neglected. The fact that people cannot get to market from there accounts for all the unalienated 
land in the country lying to the north-west of Byron Bay.
2124. Is that country served by the river ? At the present it is.
2125. Is the river the only means they have of getting their produce to market ? 
now to trade to Byron Bay, and they are making use of that.
2126. Prom the nature of your duties you are obliged to go over the country in all weathers ?
2127. What is the state of these scrub roads in winter? They are almost impassable.
2128. Is it. possible to use vehicles ? Not in wet weather. _
2129. I have noticed in travelling through the country that there is an utter absence of the cultivation of 
maize or sugar-cane—can you assign any reason for that. The difficulty of getting to market.
2130. There can be uo doubt about the capabilities of the line? No doubt.
2131. You think that a valid reason why grain is not grown there ? I think it is the only reason. _
2132. I notice that dairying is the chief occupation here—what is the reason of that ? Because it is 
more easy to get the produce away.
2133. You think that if the district were opened up grain, maize, and cane, would be cultivated ? I am 
sure of it.

George Wolfe West, Esq., Inspector of Conditional Purchases, sworn, and examined:—
2134. Chairman.1 You are an inspector of conditional purchases, but you were a forest ranger?
2135. You have been a forest ranger in different parts of the Colony ? " ' ~ ’ ’
2136. How long have you been here ? Pour and a half years.
2137. Your duties compel you, I presume, to travel all over this land 
Casino, and Lismore Land Districts.
2138. Are those three land districts ? Yes.
2139. You go into them all ? Yes.
2140. 80 that you are very well acquainted with them ? I only had the Lismore district up to this time 
last year, and then I got the Tweed and Casino districts.
2141. Do you know the proposed line of railway from Lismore to Byron Bay, and then on to the Tweed— 
have you been along it, or struck it at any point ? Yes.
2142. Do you think any better route could be obtained between Lismore and Murwillumbah ? I do not
think so. '
2143. Why? I think this is the easiest and best route.
2144. Because of the mountain ranges ? Yes, and the creeks.
2145. Going about amongst the farmers to the north and west of the proposed line, have you had an 
opportunity of hearing their opinions as to the value of the line to them as a means of getting to market ?
Yes.
2146. What is their opinion ? They all think that they ought to have a railway.
2147. What is the general opinion about the port ? The people about the Brunswick, Clunes, and Byron 
Bay wish to have a port at Byron Bay. I know that the settlers for a long distance back would use 
Byron Bay if they could.
2148. You know the land through which we came yesterday from Byron Bay ? Yes. The people along 
that road would all use the Bay.
2149. Is there much land similar to that unalienated in this district? Yes, in reserves.
2150. The white pieces on the map are unalienated lands ;—do you know anything about the unalienated 
land near the Clarence forest reserve No. 2—is it good land? Yes ; it is good scrub.
2151. Can you assign any reason for that being unalienated at the present time? Yes; they have no 
market, and no means of access to market.
2152. Do you not think that if the works were carried out those lands ought to be reserved ? It would 
increase their value considerably.
2153. I suppose most of the selectors who are here have got quite sufficient for their means? A good 
many of them are selecting again, when their time is up.
2154. Although their original selections are not cleared? No ; they select again.
2155. They make one selection, improve a part of it so as to fulfil the necessary conditions, and I 
suppose many of them exceed those conditions ? Some do, and some just barely fulfil them.
2156. Without completing the improvements on their own selections, when the time arrives they select 
again ? Yes, in many cases.
2157. Is that for speculative purposes, or to secure land for their children ? Some of them sell part of 
their original selections, and then select again.
2158. So as to get larger areas ? Yes. They think they cannot get it elsewhere as good. I know that 
many selectors have left the district and gone away, and have had to come back again.
2159. You have seen a great deal of the Colony—have you ever seen better land than there is in this

district ? Yes ; over the Tweed, 26 'Not’’ 1889‘

district ? Not such a large area of good land. 2160.
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G. W. West, 21G0. What is allowed in the scrub land per acre for clearing ? It depends upon how it is cleared. If 
it is cleared properly, and put under grass, it will cost £10 an acre.
2161. That is after the second burning off? Yes ; that is burning it twice. If you got a good running

0T'’ ' fire it might only cost £4 an acre.
2162. That is the first burning ? Yes. It all depends on the first burning.
2163. It costs you say from £4 to £10 an acre ? Yes. If you miss your first running fire, and have to
cross burn it, or hand burn it, it will cost you as much as £10 an acre, whereas with a running fire it 
might cost only £6 an acre.
2164. A running fire is when you only burn out the scrub itself ? Yes.
2165. A cross fire is when you have to haul out the logs and cut them up and burn them P Yes.
2166. You have had a good deal of experience here and elsewhere—do you think that the bulk of the
selectors here are Iona fide men who have taken up land for the purpose of making homes for themselves ? 
Yes, the bulk of them are.
2167. I daresay there is a little speculation, but apparently there is less here than there is in many places ? 
That is likely.
2168. There is not the dummying class that we found out on the plains ? ISTot now.
2169. You think that the bulk of the selectors here are bona fide men who have taken up the land to benefit 
themselves and their families ? Yes.
2170. Mr. Garrard."] Do you think that the people at Clunes would use Byron Bay as their port ? lam 
sure that they would.
2171. Although they are 20 miles from Byron Bay and only 10 from Lismore ? A great many of
them would. .
2172. But there would be an increased cost to them ? I do not think so.
2173. Surely a horse would run 10 miles more quickly than he would run 20 miles ? But then there is
the extra water carriage to the Heads. .
2174. Howr many miles is that P Seventy miles.
2175. What is the rate of freight from Lismore to Sydney ? I do not know.
2176. Prom Byron Bay to Sydney ? I do not know.
2177. How then do you assume that they would get any consideration by going to Byron Bay;—is not 
Lismore a far safer port than Byron Bay ? Yes ; but I am supposing that harbour works are carried 
out at Byron Bay.
2178. Supposing the works at Byron Bay are not constructed, but only the railway, do you think the 
people at Clunes will go to Byron Bay with their produce, or to Lismore ? They will go to Lismore.
2179. Do you not think that the Bichmond Liver will be a good port for them when the improvements 
now going on at the Heads are completed ? I suppose if they can get in and out at all hours they will use 
the Bichmond.
2180. If the Bichmond is made as good as the Clarence, do you not think that it will serve all their purposes ? 
There is a large district to serve about the Brunswick and Byron Bay.
2181. I want to keep about 10 miles from Lismore;—do you think that those people would still go to 
Lismore ? I heard a great many say that they would use Byron Bay—a great many use it now.
2182. Do you think that that was said for the purpose of inducing the Government to make a harbour at 
Byron Bay, without any serious thought as to whether it would suit their interests best ? I could not
say- .... . .
2183. I think you said that the railway route as laid out was the best to be got ? As far as I know, it is.
2184. Do you know anything of the country on the coast line from Brunswick to the Tweed Heads ? Yes.
2185. What sort of country is it ? Swampy. There is a good deal of swampy country.
2186. .Are you aware that an alternative line was surveyed there ? I believe it was.
2187. Y"ou have no doubt that the line shown on the plan would be far preferable to that coast line ? 
Yes. There is a lot of swampy land, and three or four large creeks between the Brunswick and the coast.
2188. Is it very difficult country between the Brunswick and Murwillumbah ? I do not think that it 
would be as difficult as that along the coast. There is a great deal of swampy country along the coast.
2189. The coast country is level—you cannot say that of the country between the Brunswick and 
Murwillumbah ? No. It is ridgy ; but the line will go through the heart of the settlement.
2190. Do you know the country down to the Clarence ? Yes.
2191. What sort of land is it between Casino and the Clarence P Poor land, compared with the Lismore 
country.
2192. Do you think that the people of Lismore, since the Clarence is a better port now than the 
Bichmond is, would send their goods there if there were a railway between Lismore and Grafton ? No.
2193. Do you think that the people of Grafton would send their produce to Lismore ? No.
2194. What is the use of the railway between Lismore and Grafton—you do not think that it would be of 
any use at all ? I do not say that; but I do not think produce will ever be sent from the Clarence to the 
Bichmond, or from the Bichmond to the Clarence.
2195. Then what is to pay the railway—the passenger traffic ? There is a fair passenger traffic.
2196. Do you know the estimated cost of this line from Grafton to the Tweed Heads ? No.
2197. £198,000—and you think that one portion of it would probably be a “ dead horse ”? I do not think 
that they would send the produce of one district to another.
2198. Are the people advocating that portion of the line for the purpose of seeing a locomotive run there ? 
There is a lot of land there that would be taken up and settled if there were a railway.
2199. Is it likely to be taken up when there is such a large area of land to the north ? I think every 
acre would be taken up—it is being taken up very largely now—nearly every week there is a fresh 
selection taken up.
2200. Mr. Coxd] The Byron Bay breakwater and the railway must be taken as one matter ; a breakwater 
at Byron Bay would be useless without a railway, and the railway would be useless to a large extent if 
Byron Bay were not improved? Yes.
2201. The railway must be contemporaneous with the breakwater at Byron Bay? Yes.
2202. In the event of there being no breakwater at Byron Bay, and because of the limit to the accommo
dation now afforded by the steamers trading there, would it be well to carry out a railway from Byron 
Bay to Badlina, for the benefit of the Tweed and Brunswick people ? Besides the proposed line to Lismore ?

2203.
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2203. Yes, instead of harbour works? It would certainly go through a lot of good country. G-. W. West,
2204. Do you not think that the long railway carriage from Murwillumbah to Ballina would kill the Es<h
freight ? I think it would help to. '----
2205. Therefore you think that both proposals should be carried out ? I think that a breakwater at 26 :NoT', 1889' 
Byron Bay will be better than a railway to Ballina.
2206. Do you think that in the event of a railway being made from the Tweed to Byron Bay and thence 
to Lismore, a large amount of wood would be carried ? Yes. There is a large quantity of timber in the 
district now not worked.
2207. ISTot only not worked, but actually destroyed ? Yes.
2208. This would be utilised if a railway were constructed? Yes ; if there were a railway, or if the Bvron
Bay works were carried out. . '
2209. You are well acquainted with the country at the head of the Tweed and Brunswick ? Yes.
2210. On this map of the contemplated improvements at Byron Bay, the breakwater marked No. 2 is the 
one we are considering. On this map of the country you will see the position of the railway marked as 
it runs into and leaves Byron Bay, and goes thence on to the Tweed and Murwillumbah. You have 
already sworn that the country in this locality is extremely rich and largely settled ? Yes.
2211. Have the people in the locality of Murwillumbah and the Brunswick any proper and regular outlet 
for their produce ? No.
2212. I presume that they can produce anything that the Bichmond Biver district can produce ? I think 
so. I do not say that the land is as rich right through as the Bichmond district is.
2213. But it is capable of growing anything that can be grown in the Bichmond district ? Yes.
2214. Taking the relative positions of Murwillumbah and the Tweed, and Lismore and the Bichmond, if 
harbour works were constructed at Byron Bay would the people on the Tweed use that place as a place 
of export and import ? I think so.
2215. Supposing there were no harbour there at all, would they be likely to send their goods to Lismore ?
It would depend upon the state of the bar at the Tweed Heads ; the bar there is uncertain.
2216. What I want to- ascertain from you is whether the proposed line would give an outlet ? I am sure 
that they would send from Murwillumbah and the Brunswick to Byron Bav.
2217. What about the people living at the 100, 95, and 90 mile pegs—between Byron Bay and Lismore ?
A great many of them, as far as Clunes, could use Byron Bay. ’
2218. Would the people lying between the 90 mile peg and the Tweed—the selectors living to the north
west, be likely to make use of Byron Bay—which would be their easiest and cheapest outlet ? A great 
many would use Byron Bay. b
2219. Which would be the cheapest for them—it is not . a matter of sentiment or fancy—they, like
other business men, would use the cheapest and most direct route—which would that be? A great many 
of them would ship at Byron Bay. ■ J
2220. Supposing no harbour works were made at Byron Bay, and the contemplated improvements at the 
Bichmond have not the result expected, and the Clarence Heads are made a harbour of shipment, do you 
think the people of the Tweed, the Brunswick, or at Lismore, would send their produce to the Clarence 
for shipment ? By rail ?
2221. Yes? No; I do not.
2222. Do you know anything of the country west of this—between this and Tabulam ? Every inch of it.
2223. And do you know that there was once a trial survey for a railway made there ? Yes.
2224. Do you know the distance from Tenterfield to Lismore? About 133 miles. ’ ‘
2225. What is the nature of the settlement west of Casino—is there much free selection goino1 on there ?
Latterly. ■ 1 ° ’
2226. Is it of a bona fide character ? Yes. I would like to add that there is a lot of valuable timber on 
the line between Casino and Grafton—ironbark on both sides of the line.
2227. Mr. Q-arrardP\ Is the timber to which you refer on the road between Casino and Grafton, or more in 
the direction of Lawrence ? It is nearer to Casino, for the first 20 or 30 miles.
2228. Do you go through more of it from Casino to Grafton, or from Casino to Lawrence p I do not
think there is much good timber after the first 25 miles. After you branch off from the turn off to .
Lawrence good timber is very scarce; but from Casino to that point there is valuable timber on both 
sides of the line.

MIHUTES OF EVIDENCE—BAUAVAY FEOM GEiFTON TO THE TWEED. G1

Edward Macarthy Allman, Esq., Boad Inspector, sworn, and examined:—
2229. J£r. Goa-.] You are Boad Inspector for the Lismore district ? lam.
2230. What is called the Lismore district in your Department? Well, it extends from Lismore down to ' j^man’
Ballina, and is bounded by the Bichmond Biver, taking in one or two roads on the other side of the river __
going towards Wardell.. Erom Ballina it goes to Byron Bay, and from Byron Bay back to Lismore and 26 Nov., 1839. 
out towards the Tweed in a north-westerly direction. - - , •
2231. How far towards the Tweed ? To the Dividing Bange, about 24 miles—to the watershed of the 
Tweed and the Bichmond.
2232. How many miles of road have you under your supervision ? Last year I had 397 miles.
2233. Is it costly to make roads in this district ? Not on the whole. '
2234. Metal is abundant ? Yes, as a rule. In the scrub country it is as a rule plentiful.
2235. But although roads in the scrub country without metal are very good in dry weather, what are they
in wet weather? Yery bad as a rule—very bad indeed—that is, where no clearing has been done along
side the road. b
2236. What is the cost per mile of cutting and metalling in that scrub country ? I estimate the cost
including culverts, at about £1,000 a mile. ' ’
2237. That is not a very heavy price, considering the character of the country ; but I presume that metal 
being so plentiful, there is no great distance to cart it ? Yes. And timber is also as a rule very plentiful.
2238. You are still at work at these roads, and there are a number of others surveved but not vet cleared 
1 presume ? Yes. Of course there are some that have not been touched yet; but something has been 
done on most of the roads in the district.
2239 Besides these main thoroughfares there must be a number of by-roads for the convenience of free 
selectors, branching oft in all directions ? A great number. . 29l0
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26 Nov., 1889. .

experience of it

E. M. Allman, 2240. Those have not yet been touched as a rule ? Many of thern yes. ,
•Es(l- 2241. In travelling through the district do you find that much cultivation has been Gone. Yes, a good

deal. Of course there is not so much in the centre of the scrub, where the land is difficult of access,
because there are no means of getting produce, such as grain, or anything of that kind, away.
2242. They utilise the country chiefly for dairying ? Yes. .
2243. If a railway were constructed the land might be much more profitably used than for keeping cows
upon ? I think so. T i j. u j
2244. Cane could be grown upon it? I do not know about cane. . I have not had 
myself ; but I imagine that it would grow. It grows at Rous, which is similar country.
2245. There would be the advantage of an absence of frost on the hills ? Yes.
2246. Do you think that that would be a sufficient inducement to the ^electors to grow the cane on the
hills, notwithstanding the great difficulty of cultivation ? I imagine it would compensate m great 
measure for the other difficulties under which they might labour. _ . T
2247. With respect to this projected railway from the Tweed to Byron Bay, and thence to Casino, 1 pre
sume it must be considered in connection with the contemplated breakwater at Byron Bay ? I should
think so. i it. j r •+ a r2248. The railway would be of very little use if there were not a pretty good port at the end ol it i I
certainly think that the two schemes should go together. , ,
2249. One would be of little good without the other—it would be of no use to make a breakwater at
Byron Bay unless you had communication with that place by rail; and on the other hand, it would be of 
very little use to make a railway unless you had a breakwater ? The one would make the other more 
useful—most decidedly. . -
2250. You think that in future the products of this rich country. would warrant the heavy expenditure 
which would have to be incurred in making a railway and a harbour at Byron Bay ? I think it is very

225L Do you know what the cost of these works will be ? I>o ; I do. not, exactly. . I believe that the 
breakwater is estimated to cost somewhere about £240,000, and I think that the railway will cost some
where about £12,000 a mile. ' .
2252. Do you think the country wdll be justified in going to that expense, taking into consideration the 
amount of traffic which now goes by the little coasting steamers once a week ? Yes ; but 1 imagine that 
not only the present, but also the prospective traffic would be taken into account. 1 think that the 
construction of these works would have the effect of increasing settlement and production m the scrub

2253. So that, although the traffic is now done by one or two little steamers from the Tweed and Byron 
Bay, you believe the country is sufficiently rich to warrant the construction of a railway, because you are 
certain that the population will increase enormously? I think there is no. doubt about that, as tar as I 
can foretell. The country is certainly very rich. I have never seen anything better.
2254. In the event of the two railways—from Casino to Byron Bay, and from the Tweed to Byron Bay
being constructed, would you still have to do as much work as you do now, in order to make feeders for 
the railways ? Certainly. There is no doubt about that. .
2255. Mr. ice.] In 1888 you received £16,440 as a vote for your portion of the district ? Yes.
2256 That does not include the whole of the Richmond River district ? Certainly not.
2257. How many road officers are there iu the district which the proposed railway will traverse ? Do
you mean from Grafton ? ,
2258. Leaving off at Casino—taking the Richmond, the Tweed, and the Brunswick ? iiiree.
2259. Do they receive as much as you do ? I do not think so.
2260. You receive the largest share ? Certainly. .
2261. Would they receive half as much as you do ? Yes.
2262. In 1889 you received £22,085? Yes. , j-l o r
2263. If there were two others besides yourself, they would possibly receive £22,000 between them.'' i 
do not know the exact amount of their votes. I know that they do not receive nearly so much as I go.
2264. If they received half as much, there would be a road expenditure in this district of about £44,000
2265arThat has been going on for some years ? I think that the expenditure has increased during the last
couple of years. .
2266. Chairman^ I suppose the more you get the more costly the roads become r Bossibiy.
2267. Mr. Lee.'] The more money you would have to spend ?_ Possibly. .
2268. At any rate, we can calculate that £44,000 per annum is spent on roads and bridges m the district
traversed by the railway ? About that. j-j.oTs.T4-n
2269. Does the country receive anything from tolls, or in any other way, for this expenditure ? JNo tolls
are levied, except on the ferries. . ,
2270. Although these roads give facilities to the people for getting about, the State receives no benefit
from them whatever ? Not directly. .
2271. In addition to this, there is an annual charge for maintenance of £75 per annum? That is merely
an estimate for the maintenance of a mile of metalled road. . . o r j
2272. Each mile of metalled road which you have in your district costs you that amount.. I do
know that it actually costs that, because I have included in that the repair of culverts and bridges.
2273. How many maintenance men have you in your district? About twenty-four.
2274. Are they paid out of the annual vote ? Yes.
2275. The maintenance men have to be paid out of the £22,000, and the balance is expended on 
roads? Yes.
2276. So that you have really not £22,000 to expend on the roads ? It is expended on the roads
2277. And so much is spent-in maintenance ? Yes, but the old roads must be kept in order. Of course 
you reduce the amount to be spent in new works on roads by the cost of maintenance.
2278. Chairman.] If the railway were built you would still want this money ? 1 do not
the vote would be reduced. . .
2279. Would it not be increased ? Possibly it would. It would just depend upon the position ot the
roads. . . 228a
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2280. The construction of a railway would not save much in the construction of a road ? I do not think 
it would save much. The following is a return showing the expenditure, &c., on the roads during 1888 
and 1889, and the estimate for 1890 :—

. . 1SSS.
No. of roads, 31; Milage = 313 .......................... Schedule votes ... £12,740

Special sums......  220
Bridges.............. 3,480

. E. M-. 
Allman, Esq.
26NovTl889-

1889.
No. of roads, 40; Milage = 397..............

£16,440

Schedule votes £16,170
Special sums ......  3,715

Bridges ..............  2,200

1890 Estimates. 
No. of roads, 48 ; Milage - 430..........

(Chiefly additional sums)

£22,085

Schedule votes £17,000 
Special sums ... 750
Bridges .............. 2,500

£20,250
Greatest length on Schedule, 21 miles; Shortest, 1 mile; New classification, £50, £40, £30, £20, £15, £10, £5 ; 

Old, £50, £25, £15, £10, £7, £5.
No. Roads, 1st class (1890) = 22; 2nd class = 7 ; 3rd class = 15 ; 4th class = 4 —48.

Works executed to end 1888 (approximately).
Culverts. Crossings. Metal, 

m. chs.
Ballast, 
m. chs.

Formed, 
m. chs.

Cleared. Pipe-drains,
m. chs.

232 202 38 10 18 20 66 37 166 44 23
134 102 5 40 2 44 28 60 15 19 Executed or proposed 1889.

366 304 43 50 20 64 95 17 181 63 23
■ No. of bridges over 12 feet span, end 1888 .......................... 811 „„

Since built or in course of erection or proposed .................. 7 /
Average cost, 80 chains, metalled road, including culverts, up to ordinary first-class (say), £1,000 
Add for bridges up to £1,000 (per mile).................................................................................... 200

(Metalled road—one man, 6 miles.)
. £1,200

Cost of maintenance per mile per annum (say) £75.

Eight Eev. Jeremiah Joseph Doyle, Bishop of Grafton, sworn, and examined:—
2281. Chairman.] Is your diocese a very large one? Erom Point Danger to 10 miles south of Port Right Rev.
Macquarie, extending westwards to Mount Seaview and Mount Lindsay. Mount Seaview is on the «R J- Doyle.
Hastings, and Mount Lindsay on the Queensland border. /——
2282. Do you go about the district very much ? Yes. 26 Nov., 1889.
2283. Up and down? Yes.
2284. Do you know the route of the proposed railway—have you seen the map ? Yes; I know the country
very well. '
2285. Do you think that the line is being taken along the most practicable route ? I think so—to get to 
the population at the principal centres.
2286. Going north from Lismore, do you think it would serve the farmers to any great extent? I
think so. j & .
2287. I suppose you mix with the farmers a good deal ? Yes.
2288. Do you think that the development of the land is in any way retarded by the difficulties they have
m getting to market with their produce ? I am sure it is. ■
2289. What is generally grown near Lismore, and along the' river, where the facilities for getting to 
market are very great ? Sugar-cane and maize.
2290. Is there any dairying ? Yes, a great deal.
2291. As you go out 15 or 20 miles ? The dairying is more extensive as you go away from the river banks.
2292. In fact there is little cultivation as you get out ? They have no chance of getting their produce 
away. Dairy produce is more easily handled than farm produce, and that is the reason that the land is 
not cultivated.
2293. The soil out back is good enough to produce whatever is produced about Lismore ? It is splendid
soil. ' r
2294. Do you know the country from Byron Bay right on, fairly well? Yes.
2295. Is that country similar to the Richmond River country ? Ido not think it is quite so good in some 
places.
2296. They have a better rainfall ? Much the same—a little more at Byron Bay.
2297. Do you know the average rainfall here ? Some years we have 60 or 70 inches—I am not sure what 
it is.
2298. On the Tweed River we were told that the average rainfall there for nine years was 80 inches ? I 
may be very much mistaken. I do not know the rainfall.
2299. Going out west from the proposed railway line the farmers, you say, have great difficulty in getting
to market at all ? They have. J & °
2300. And there is rarely any encouragement for them to develop their land to the fullest extent ? Hone 
whatever.
2301. Do you’think that if they are given facilities for bringing their produce to a port, either at the
Richmond or at Byron Bay, the land will be more largely developed, and a greater yield of produce result ? I think so. * *=> j r
2302. Have many people been coming here since you have been here ? Yes ; when I came here in 1878,
there were m this municipality of Lismore, which was just then being established, but 500 people, and 
I think we have nearly 4,000 now. r r >
2303. Is there anything else about which you might give us some information ? I do not know. I think
the railway will be a great benefit, and that it is very necessary for the development of this district; and 
1 hope it will be continued towards Sydney in time. 2304
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j\*J\I>ovle' ^'0!Ir^0 h00 ^,‘n^ tliat the facilities which may be given by the construction of the worts at the
ichmond Kiver will be of any use to this district ? I do not think the river could serve the district,

26^CW9. *6r° WTm rali1Waj' n .
Mi. Cox\\ lou know the country between Casino and Grrafton ? Tes. .

2306. What kind of counl ry is it? I’airly good country—not so excellent as that from here to the 
Iweed.
2o07. Are there many selectors settled there ? There are a good many selectors just at present. A good 
deal of land has been taken up in that part of the country. ’
230b. Do you think that a railway constructed between those two points would be likely to pay a fair 
interest on the outlay ? I think the railway, on the whole, would pay very well.
2309. What would be carried on that railway ? Maize and dairy produce.
2310. Is the country ol which I speak suitable for growing maize ? A good deal of it is.
2311. There would be no communication, I presume, between Casino and G-rafton—what one river grows 
the other river grows, and consecpiently there would be no produce going across ? The selectors between 
the two points must send their produce somewhere or another.
2312. Ihat would be the only traffic which could be relied, on ? I do not know—the passenger and other 
traffic must be considered.
2313. Would it be large ? I do not know.
2314. Is there any at present ? There is.
2315. How many coaches are there running between those two points ? They cannot get that way. 
Ihere is no coach direct. They go round by a circuitous way to get to Grafton. They generally go to 
Woodburn, across to Chatswortb, and then up the Clarence Elver.
2310. Do you think the passenger traffic would be a factor in paying the expenses of the line ? I think 
the coaches that are running at present between the two rivers do very well.
2317. What do you suppose would bo the passenger traffic between the two rivers ? I could hardly form 
an estimate.

Thomas Campion Lodge, Esq., Manager Australian Joint Stock Bank, sworn, and examined:—
T. C. Lodge, 2318. Chairman.'] Ton arc Manager of the Joint Stock Bank here ? Tes.

■E®!- 2319. How long have you been here? I have been about ten years on the river altogether. Five years
26Nor^l889 0,1 tiie lower Part tlle river’ aild about five years here.

07‘> ■ 2320. Ton have taken an active part in the agitation for a railway in this district? Tes, latterly.
2321. How. long has that been going on ? I have interested myself in the movement as far as this 
particular lino is concerned since I came to Lismore.
2322. Have you a return prepared to submit to the Committee ? Tes. When the Eailway Commissioners
were here some time ago we prepared a statement and had it printed, and I am desirous of tendering it as 
evidence. I am prepared to say that to the best of my belief the statements contained in it are true.
2323. Could you give the Committee some idea as to how the figures were arrived at? Erom information
obtained in the Statistical Eegister to a very great extent, and also from information derived from the 
local Government officers, especially the figures connected with the land returns. Most of the inform
ation given here was obtained from the Statistical Eegister. I have the opportunity of knowing, from my 
long connection with the district, that the returns are fairly accurate. The statement will be found in 
the appendix. ’
2324. Mr. Garrard.] In all that, you have made no reference to the intermediate port at*Byron Bay—do 
you think the people of the Brunswick and the Tweed are likely to bring their produce to Lismore, when 
they have a port capable of improvement, at Byron Bay ? I think that if Byron Bay is made a good port 
the produce from the Tweed will go there. ’
2325. Do you think that the produce from the district between Byron Bay and Clunes will also gravitate 
to Byron Bay ? Certainly.
2326. What use, then, would the railway be between Clunes and Lismore ? I think that all the settlers 
between Lismore and Clunes would send their produce to Lismore, but the settlers between Clunes and 
the Bay would send their produce to the Bay.
2327. Do you estimate that there will be much freight or traffic on the proposed railway from Casino to 
Lismore ? I do.
2328. In what direction—they have already an arm of the river there ? I think the Casino people will 
find it cheaper to get their goods from Lismore.
2329. At present they drogher them down ? Tes. They will he able to get their goods more cheaply 
by railway than by droghers.
2330. Do you think that if the railway were constructed, instead of sending the goods by droghers down 
tlie south arm, they would send them by rail to Lismore ? Tes. '
2331. What is your opinion anout the portion of the line between Casino and Grrafton—do you think 
that that would be used in any way. Would the Casino people goto Gruxiton, ov vice versa. Do you 
know the nature of the country ? I have been across there.
23o2. It is not to be compared with the Casino or Dismore country ? Ho.
2333. Aon do not sec where the freight is to come from to pay the cost of that part of the line ? Unless 
it were part of a through line.
2334. If the lino terminated at Grafton ? I do not think that there is sufficient communication between 
the two rivers to make it pay.
2335. Unless the line is to he continued right through as a coast line, you think that the southern terminus 
shouldJie at Casino, and the northern at Murwillumbah? I should say so.
2o36. Ton do not think there is the slightest possibility of the trade of this district going down-to the 
Clarence, where there is better navigable water ? There is no possibility of the trade of the Eichmond 
ever going to the Clarence.
233/. Do you think that the Government would be justified in making this railway, which would cost in 
round numbers £100,000, and in addition paying £242,000 for a breakwater at Byron Bay ? I think the 
Government would be fully justified in incurring that expenditure, in view of the increased value of the 
unsold land and the development of such a large agricultural area.
233S. Whereabouts down the river were you stationed ? At Woodburn. 2339.
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2339. Do tlie people now, between the proposed line and the river, use the river as a means of export? T. C.
Tes. Lodge, Esq.
2340. Do you think that half of the people between these two districts will continue to use the railway
and half the river. Is there any portion of the district between the river and the proposedlinewhich261'07’’188®' 
would be left unprovided for ? The people down the river and along the banks, and for some distance 
back, would still use the river, but the others would use the railway. •
2341. Would they use the railway within a distance of 6 miles on each side of it ? Tes.
2342.. Ton think that the line would serve the district between it and the river, and that, where it failed, 
the river would take it up ? Tes.
2343. Do you know anything of the country between Byron Bay and Murwillumbah? Tes.
2344. Do you think that the line is kept too near the coast between Byron Bay and the Brunswick—■ 
would it be better to go further, inland ? There were two lines surveyed—one along the coast, and one inland.
2345. Tou are speaking now of from the Brunswick north. I am speaking of the line between Byron
Bay and the Brunswick. It keeps close tc the coast. Would it be better if it were taken further inland, 
or are there difficulties which would prevent that teing done ? I believe from the character of the country 
that there are some difficulties. .
2346. Do you know anything of the country between the Brunswick and the Tweed Heads ? Tes I 
have travelled along the beach.
2347. Are you aware that there is an alternative line there? Tes.
2348. Do you consider the inland line preferable ? The Murwillumbah line will give the most general 
benefit, lou were asking just now about the cost of the line. There are about 4,000 acres of unsold land at 
Cape Byron, and you were told to-day the prices realised at a sale there.
2349. In the future, then, if this line is constructed, a great deal of the trade which now comes to Lismore 
will, you think, undoubtedly come to Byron Bay ? Tes.
2350 Then Lismore-willbe going back instead of. advancing? Hot necessarily. I think there is room 
ior all these outlets. ^
2351. With a full knowledge that some of the trade which now finds its way to Lismore wdll be diverted 
to Byron Bay, the people of Lismore urge the construction of the Byron Bay works ? I believe that they 
will be a great benefit to Lismore and to the whole district.
2352. In view of the large amount of money being spent on the Bichmond to make a good entrance, do you
think the Government could spend £242,000 at Byron Bay ? I think that is the only way that they can 
develop the districts between Lismore and the Tweed—Mullumhimbi, Clunes, and Eureka. ‘
2353. Tou have no doubt that the statement made by the Clunes people that they would send their
produce to Byron Bay is a correct one ? I believe they are doing it now. I believe they are shipping 
their butter to Byron Bay. - 11 &
2354. Mr Cox.'] "When you prepared the statement you have just read it was intended for the Commis
sioners, who were only concerned with the railway scheme ? Tes. ‘ •
2355. Ton are fully .ware that the two schemes must be considered as one? Hot necessarily by any 
means. I consider that if the Government did not see their way to construct a breakwater’at Cape 
Byron and make a good port there, it would still be a great advantage .to the districts mentioned to be 
connected with the Bichmond Biver by railway.
2356 What chance would the people living on the Tweed have of getting their produce to market at 
anything like a fair price ? Certainly Byron Bay would be the best port, but, failing that, the Eichmond 
would be of great advantage to them.
2357. Do you think the people of Murwillumbah could send their produce all the way to Lismore and
oq?q*0tj rai^way carriage ? I do. It would only be two or three hours’ carriage. *
2358. But are you not aware that the Government charge according to the mileage ? I believe it would 
oQ-oC°^Sldenil?-th1eielfyS experience at present, unless something were done to their own river.
23dJ. Do you think that such a bulky article as maize could ever pay that ? It would be a verv heavy

growers. A great deal would depend on the freights the Government charged. If they 
considerable61”^8 88 reasonal:)le as possrtfie, I think the quantity of maize sent along the line would be very

2360. As commercial men the Commissioners are hound to charge such freights as would pay the work
ing outlay there can be no sentiment with them ? If they saw that a small charge would increase the 
trade and encourage agriculture, they might reduce their freights. .
2361. And carry the produce at a loss to the whole community? As the trade extended they would
probably meet the interests of the farmers in that way. ^
2362. As the manager of the bank, do you give easier terms to people who live a long way off than to 
twoPc1aSesh° ^ “ the lmmedlate neighbourhood ? I do not think that there is any analogy between the

My, ^ asking you the question was to find out whether it is not an absolute necessity to 
w B.oliemes as one. I know a little about what produce will hear, and I know that it will
not bear much carnage. Could the people of Murwillumbah grow maize and send it all the way to 
Lismore to be afterwards shipped to Sydney, and make any profit out of it ? I think that, so far as 7the 
sugar industry is concerned they could well afford to pay the cost of carriage. Of course it would depend 
e y much upon the price of maize in the Sydney market and the railway charges whether it could he sent 

If maize was low it might not pay the growers to send it to Sydney in this way; but there are other things
f°Und n0t t0be P0B8ibleto mat/ By?on Bay a harbour, the line would be 

justified as part ot a future extension to the table-land. I also think this would bo the shortest and 
quickest route from Sydney to Brisbane. • <-ie miuhcsd ana
2364 That is beyond our inquiry and therefore I cannot go into it;—do you think that it is impera
tive that the Government should be asked to expend £242,000 in making Byron Bay a safe port fo? the 
benefit of the people on the Tweed and the Brunswick, and those living nearer Byron BayPand in the 
Eichmond district? I think the expenditure would be justified, because I think it would be the means 
unsold^and P ^ C0Untry’aild WOuld 136 met by tIle ^creased value which the Government would derive from

2365. On the whole of the northern coast there is not a single harbour of refuge. Would that be a sufficient 
reason for expending this money to make Byron Bay a port of refuge ? Tes. sumcient

2 (a)—I 2366.
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T. C. Lodg->, 2366. Mr. Lce^ Tou have been intimately connected with tlie railway agitation here for some years? I, 
■Est- in connection with other citizens, have taken an interest in the movement.

26lT^'-1889 va^uatle information which you gave us just now wTas gathered by the Eailway League ? Tes.
■’ ‘ 2368. Therefore we must presume that you have a sound and solid case to go upon, or you would not make

such a statement as you have made to-day ? I am quite satisfied of that.
2369. That being the case, although you have had water communication for so many years, you have found 
that it has not developed the district ? Tes.
2370. The river you have always had, and if there has been any change, it has been for the better, yet
you come to us and say, “ we find that the river will not develop the district—is not that the substance 
of your evidence ? If a good harbour can be made to Cape Byron it would tend immensely to the develop
ment of the district. '
2371. Although you have had this navigable river to the town of Lismore for many years it has not 
developed the district ? IMo.
2372. And it is necessary that some additional outlet should be given ? Tes.
2373. Therefore you advocate the railway ? Tes.
2374. Then you comprise the country beyond you, which you admit is equally good—the Tweed and the 
Brunswick—in your scheme, and you assert that the proper shipping port for them is Byron Bay ? If it 
could be made a good harbour.

' 2375. That would naturally divert some of the trade from Lismore ? Tes, where my interests are prin
cipally centred. _
2376. Is there any division among the people here as to the harbour works at Byron Bay ? I think the 
general opinion here is in favour of the works.
2377. Notwithstanding that Lismore is the head of navigation the people as a wrhole still advocate the 
construction of harbour wmrks at Byron Bay ? I think they are generally in favour of them.
2378. Why ? They look upon the work as the means of developing more fully the country between here 
and the Tweed.
2379. And that portion of the country can never be developed by the Eichmond Eiver ? Not so 
thoroughly I think. Byron Bay would be a cheaper and more convenient outlet for them. If it could be 
made a good harbour there would be a better class of vessels trading there, and therefore cheaper freights ; 
and in that way it would be a great acquisition to the Tweed.
2380. Have you any information as to the freights and rates of insurance between Lismore and Sydney ? 
I have no definite information.
2381. If the figures which you have given the Committee wrere ever realised it would take an enormous
fleet of ships to remove the stuff ? Tes. _
2382. Consequently there must be some better means of conveying it to market than the present coasting 
steamers ? I believe there will be ample trade directly from all these districts.
2383. The trade if it develops must be carried in larger bottoms ? Tes. The population and the trade 
is increasing very largely here, and there will be ample use for both outlets.
2384. Tou give an estimate of the possible increase of the trade of the district ? Tes.
2385. If your figures are approximately correct, any one can see at a glance that it will require very large 
ships ? Tes.
2386. "Would the depth of water at the Eichmond provided for by Sir John Coode in his scheme—15 feet, 
admit vessels of sufficient tonnage to carry the trade. At Byron Bay there is an average depth of 24 feet, 
giving jetty accommodation of 20 feet, and an extreme depth of 30 feet? I would not express an opinion 
about that. I consider that Byron Bay ■would be a cheaper and more convenient port.
2387. At all events there is no doubt in your mind that if the harbour works were constructed at Byron 
Bay it would be an immense assistance to the Tweed and Brunswick people, and also to the people living 
back from Byron Bay ? Unquestionably.
2388. Tou have no doubt about that ? No.
2389. Is it the prevailing opinion in the district ? I believe that is the general opinion.
2390. Tou also urge the construction of this line on the broad ground of State policy—what does that 
term comprehend ? I regard this line as only an instalment of a through line from Sydney to Queensland^ 
and I think that on that ground it is justified, because it would be the shortest route from Sydney to 
Brisbane.
2391. By the coast ? Even by way of Tenterfield it would be the shortest route.
2392. I presume that what you mean by State policy is that you anticipate that this line will ultimately 
be connected with the other railway systems of the Colony ? Tes, and the interest of the State is 
concerned in the development of such a large area of fine agricultural land.
2393. I will ask you another question about Byron Bay. The contemplated expenditure there is large, 
and, if the work happened to be a failure, it would be a terrible misfortune to the country. I do not 
wish you to express an engineer’s opinion about the work, but are you in a position to assure the Com
mittee that if the Byron Bay works were constructed the majority of the people in the localities already 
indicated by me would use the harbour as a place of export and import ? Undoubtedly, provided that 
it was a good one.
2394. I cannot say whether it will be a good or bad one—you can sen for yourselves ? I would not like
to express an opinion as to whether the scheme is practicable. I am taking it for granted that it would 
be a good harbour. _
2395. That it would be a safe anchorage in all weathers? Tes; and give access to ships of large tonnage.
2396. Mr. Garrard.'] Do you think the unalienated land and reserves in the district should be kept back 
from sale by the Crown until the railway and harbour works are constructed ? Or until they are in 
course of construction.
2397. Until the Crown can get the increment of value naturally arising from the construction of the
works ? Tes. I said that I believed the expenditure was justified, and I believe that the Grovernment 
would be warranted in doubling the reserve prices on unsold land the very day that they decided to go on 
with the work. So far as the large reserve at Cape Byron is concerned, I believe that they would be 
justified in putting £20 an acre upon it as soon as it is determined to go on with the work. There are
4,000 acres there, and taking the value of the town allotments there and of suburban land, I do not think 
I am exaggerating when I say that that price would he justified. .

2398.
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2398. It would not be doing an injustice to anybody, because the people there would get the advantage T. C. Lodge, 
of it? The people could afford to pay that price. I pointed out in my'statement that there is a very Ea<l-
large area of unalienated land in the Tweed district. This work would affect the value of that land to ---->
such an extent that the Government would be justified in increasing the price of the same. 26Nov., 188.

Mr. Louis Armbruster, sugar planter, &c., sworn, and examined:—
2399. Mr. Garrard.'] Where do you reside? At Lindendale, near Wollongbar, near Merum Creek. Mr. L.
2400. About 5 miles to the south-east of the proposed line ? About that. Armbruster.
2401. What is your occupation ? I am a sugar grower and manufacturer, and I am a farmer, dairyman,
and fruit grower. ‘ 2oNov., 1889.
2402. What area of land are you possessed of ? About 320 acres.
2403. How much of that have you under cultivation ? One hundred and fifty acres.
2404. What have you got—maize and sugar? Tes.
2405. More sugar than maize ? More grass than anything.
2406. Tour principal occupation is that of dairying ? And fruit growing.
2407. Do you manufacture sugar ? Tes.
2403. Have you a mill of your own ? Tes.
2409. What is your output of sugar yearly ? I have not a great deal of cane—only about 15 acres.
2410. Tou manufacture for other people, ! suppose ? No; only for myself.
2411. Does it pay you to maintain a mill to deal with 15 acres of cane ? It has not paid me as yet.
2412. As a matter .of fact, a number of small men went in for manufacturing sugar some time since 
before they found that it was not a success ? The small mills do not pay so well as the large ones do.
2413. It is found that large plants pay better than small ones ? Tes, I would go into sugar growing if I
had a larger plant. o s s
2414. Where do you find a market for your produce here ? At Lismore.
2415. Lor shipment to Sydney ? Tes. "
2416. Lismore is your local market, and you use it as a port of shipment to Sydney ? Tes.
2417. If the proposed railway-line were constructed, would it benefit you ? I believe it would. -
2418. In what way ? I think we could get our produce to market more quickly.
2419. If you were some 5 miles off the line, and 5 miles from Lismore, would you not still continue to 
cart your stuff into Lismore ? If there was not a railway-station near to me I would have to do so.
2420. Tou would not cart it 3 miles to a railway-station for the sake of taking it 5 miles by train ? I do
not think I would. _
2421. In all probability you would not use this line at all; you are near enough to Lismore to be able to 
cart your produce in without any great trouble ? I think the railway would be a benefit to us.
2422. As a member of the community, perhaps, but not directly ? Sometimes.
2423. Do you know the direction in which the line goes ? No.
2424. Are you growing more sugar-cane now than you grew before, or less ? Less.
2425. Dor what reason ? It is running out.
2426. Is there more cane growing in this district now than there was a few years ago ? No ; less.
2427. Then the sugar industry is going back ? It is improving in some parts, and going back in others.
2428. Is it because the land hitherto used for sugar-cane has become exhausted? No, it is not 
exhausted.
2429. What is the reason then that it is giving out—are people finding something that will pay better ? I
do not know the reason exactly. . .
2430. They are tired of growing one thing, perhaps, and want a change. Tou can give us no idea why 
the sugar industry has gone back in some portions of the district ? In some parts it has gone back, and 
in others it has advanced.
2431. What is your own case? The reason it has gone back with me is that my mill is too small.
2432. Tou are growing up to the full capabilities of your mill ? Tes, I have been.
2433. If your mill were larger you would grow more cane ? I should.
2434. Is sugar-cane looked upon as the most profitable product of the district ? I cannot exactly say that 
it is.
2435. What is—dairying ? There is not so much labour attached to that.
2436. Is your farm what is called scrub land ? It is all scrub land. .
2437. Is there a large increase in the number of people who have come to take up the scrub land in this 
district ? Tes, they are increasing fast.
2438. Did you take up your land as a selection originally ? No, I bought it from Mr. Porch. .
2439. What is the value of improved land within a few miles of here ? £10 or £12 an acre.
2440. Land cleared and laid down, and grassed ? Tes.
2441. What is its value unimproved ? £6 an acre.
2442. And it costs nearly £6 an acre to clear it? All that. [Witness exhibited samples of fruit, 
potatoes, and lemons, grown by him, and a sample of sugar manufactured from cane grown on his land.]
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Mr. Theodore Osborne, farmer, sworn, and examined:—
2443. Mr. Oox.] Where do you reside ? At Bex Hill. , Mr. T.
2444. How far from Lismore ? Pive miles. My own residence is further. Osborne.
2445. How far from Lismore do you reside ? Eight miles.
2446. Have you a large farm ? I have 300 acres, and my son has another 100 acres adjoining. 26 Nov,, 1889.
2447. Do you work this as one farm? We intend doing so.
2448. What do you produce ? Maize, pigs, and fruit.
2449. How much land have you cleared and utilised ? About 100 acres. We have other land felled, and 
ready to be burnt during the present season, that will bring the area up to 150 acres.
2450. Do you keep accounts of your profits ? I have not done so systematically.
2451.. Tou can give us an approximate idea of the-profits you make from this farm ? Tes;
2452. What pays you best? Pigs.
2453. What do you grow to feed the pigs ? Maize and pumpkins. I should have also mentioned fowls
and eggs. 2454.
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Mr. T. 24i54. Do you employ any labour on your farm, not taking into consideration the work done by yourself
Osborne. an)j y0Ur gon p No. ■ _

2455. Not taking into consideration the value of your labour, what can you clear from your farm in
zonov., issy. twelyc p ]jag oniy been occupied five years. Of course the profits will increase when we get it

into full working order. The profits are small, but increasing. _
2456. I suppose you have no objection to tell the.Committee what you have made off your farm during 
the past year ? It would include partly our own support.
2457. What would you clear off the farm, not including your own and-your son’s labours? Tou mean 
what is sold as well as what we consume ourselves ?

' 2458. Tes ? I really could not say—£100. ■
2459. How much land have you under cultivation ? We have a very small portion of land brought under 
proper cultivation.
2460. How much ? Only 2 acres ploughed; but when the scrub was first burnt we planted corn without
doing any ploughing. _ .
2461. What I call cultivated land is land that has been under the plough ? Maize is largely produced
where the land has not been ploughed. We plant maize with a hoe during the first year. . _

. 2462. What I mean by cultivated land is land upon which you have used some implement with which to
put the crop in—other than grass land ? I have 40 acres under maize.
2463. What has been the cost of getting the 100 acres into the state in which it now is ? There has been 
no expenditure, except the labour.
2464. Tou and your son have done it all ? I have a family of sons.
2465. What would you say "was the actual cost, valuing/your sons’ labour at a fair rate ? Dor each acre?
2466. Tes? £5. ' .
2467. Last year you got a return of £100 from it, after deducting the portion consumed by the family ?
Tes. _ #
2468. That is £1 an acre from the land now available ? Tes ; but there is a quantity of grass land.
2469. Is not a large portion of the land in that part of the country used for dairying ? Tes, it is.
2470. Why is that;—does dairying pay better than anything else, or what is the reason ? One of the
chief reasons is that dairy produce is easily got to market. _
2471. If the facilities for getting produce to market were greater, more land would be put under cultiva
tion ? I think it would.
2472. About what is the value of land in your neighbourhood ;—-presuming that you wanted to sell the
100 acres that you have improved, what would you think a fair price for it ? £7 an acre.
2473. Are you aware that the Government have sold some land recently as special reserves, and have got
from £15 to £20 and £30 an acre for it ? I am aware of that. _ . . .
2474. Is that land generally better situated than your land that it commands such a price ? That is the
reason, the situation of the land. It has a river frontage. _ #
2475. If your land was within a mile of Lismore you would expect that price for it ? I would value it at
double what I do now. _ _
2476. If you had a railway running past your land you would at once put an extra price on it? Tes.
2477. And would be able to make more money out of it than you do now ? Tes.
2478. Do you sell your pigs alive or make bacon of them ? Alive.
2479. Do you meet with a ready sale here in Lismore ? They go to Sydney. _
2480. Have you ever met with any losses in sending live stock to Sydney by reason of a vessel being bar- 
bound for any length of time at the mouth of the river ? Never.
2481. Have you ever heard of any heavy losses in live stock ? I have heard of losses, but I have never
■experienced them. _ . t
2482. Would the railway from Lismore to Byron Bay go near your place ? Within about 3 miles of it.
2483. So that probably it would be of very little advantage to you ? It would be of very great advantage
to me. _ _
2484. In what way? I should be able to reach the line in 3 miles. #
2485. Do you not think that the cost of sending goods by rail would be heavier than that of sending them 
by steamer ? Ido not think that it would all the way to Sydney.
2486. Then you are presuming that Byron Bay would be made a good port, so that large vessels could
enter and give you certain means of communication with Sydney? Tes ; that is the vital point—certainty 
of communication. , .
'2487. Tou would prefer sending your goods by train to Byron Bay to sending them down a circuitous 
river to the heads at Ballina ? I should. _ _
2488. Notwithstanding that you may be charged something more for freight? The freight might possibly
be a little more, but the other advantages would more than counterbalance that. _
2489. In sending perishable goods, you would prefer a certain to an uncertain means of transit ? Tes.
Bruit is a matter in which I am specially interested. _
2490. Do you grow fruit largely ? Tes ; I am beginning to grow it largely.
2491. What kind of fruit do you find most profitable ? Grapes and peaches. _ _
2492. Oranges and lemons ? Oranges. I believe that if early fruit could get direct carriage to Sydney
it would be very valuable. _ _
2493. Would you be surprised to find that early fruit in Sydney even now fetches an extremely high 
price. I saw to-day that some apricots brought 4d. each ? I sold ripe peaches in October in Lismore.
2494. Then ready means of communication at almost any rate of freight would pay you handsomely to 
•get early produce into the market ? Tes ; and I could send any quantity. Grapes also grow here. _
2495. So that you could compete successfully with the Sydney growers, inasmuch as you would be in the
market a week before them ? Undoubtedly; a month or more. _ _
2496. Tou are quite sure that the railway would be availed of by people near the line for carrying perish
able articles ? Certainly it would. _
2497. And they would not grumble at having to pay a fair rate? Not the least. _ _
2498. Do you not think that it would be detrimental to the interests of Lismore—Lismore being the
capital of the -Richmond—to have a shipping port at Byron Bay ; do you not think that this town would 
■suffer materially if goods were sent to Byron Bay? It would affect it to‘some extent,-but I am not 
prepared to say how much. 2499.
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2499. You believe that the vliole of the people in the district are in favour of having a railway to Byron Mr. T. 
Bay, and a harbour there, irrespective of any interest that they may have in the town of Lismore? I Osborne, 
should not like to say that the vhole of them are, but the large maiority are.

___________________________ _ 26 Nov., 1889.
Mr. Stanley Gordon ~Woodrow, selector, sworn, and examined:—

2500. Chairman.'] Where do you reside ? At Mullumhimbi, on the Brunswick Biver. Mr. S. G-.
2501. What are you ? A selector. Woodrow."
2502. What area of land have you got there ? 180 acres. i—^
2503. Scrub land, I suppose ? It is mostly scrub land—a little of it is mixed hardwood and scrub. 26 Nov., 1889.
2504. Is it north-west of Byron Bay ? Yes. My place is about Similes west-north-west from the town
ship of Mullumhimbi. It is the last selection but one, going westwards. •
2505. How far are you from the proposed railway line ? About 10 miles. The township is 8 miles up 
the Brunswick Biver.
2508. Is the Brunswick Biver 8 miles long ? Yes ; there is navigable water for that distance.
2507. Then are you due west from the township ? Yes; almost due west. The river branches into two 
parts—the main arm and the Mullumbimbi Creek, and my selection is on the Mullumbimbi Creek.
2508. Have you had a meeting of selectors out there ? Yes. We have a Progress Association.
2509. Do you represent that Progress Association now ? Yes.
2510. What did you come all this way to tell us—how far is it from your place to Lismore? It is about 
30 miles. I started off to the Bay, but finding that you had left the Bay I came on to Lismore.
2511. What is it you wish to tell us ? That in the opinion of the Mullumbimbi Progress Association, if 
a deviation were made in the proposed line from Tyagra Grass, going through Mullumbimbi township— 
that is, going through good land instead of along the coast—and then joining the line again further along, 
it would cause an immense amount of traffic. Nearly all the produce of something like 30,000 acres of 
ground would be carried from Mullumbimbi to the Bay.
2512. That is presuming that the harbour works will be carried out ? Yes.
2513. Has not the attention of the surveyors been directed to this deviation ? Yes. The deviation was 
applied for several years ago, and'a party of selectors went out to find a route, and then a surveyor came up.
2514. Who was he ? Mr. Wilkins. He came up and examined the route, and he said that there was no 
difficulty whatever in taking the line up to Mullumbimbi township ; but that on the other side of the 
township, going towards the Tweed, the selectors who were looking for a route had made a mistake in 
supposing that a railway could be taken round side cuttings. The men had been accustomed to side cut
tings on the road, but the route they chose for the railway was not available. He said that if they would 
look again, and find a place where the railway could run along level ground, and strike a point on the 
ridge that could be easily cut through, or tunnelled under, he would come again. The selectors are now 
of opinion that they have found a suitable ^oute ; but the surveyor has not been out.
2515. Have you represented the matter to the surveyor? We have lately represented it to the authorities 
by an application from the Progress Association.
2510. Have you put yourselves into communication with Mr. Burge, who has just been sent uu to 
Murwillumbah? No.
2517. Have you seen Mr. Wilkins about it ? Not lately. -
2518. Mr. Garrard.] To whom did you make representations? We made them through the members 
for the district about two months ago.
2519. Have you received no reply ? We have received no reply up to the present time. Another 
application will be made directly, by petition to the Public Works Committee.
2520. This route of yours will go to the eastward of what are called the Twin Peaks ? Yes. - J
2521. You propose to leave the present survey at Tyagra, pass through Mullumbimbi, and join the line 
again as soon as practicable ? Yes.
2522. Do you propose to go through the Twin Peaks ? To the eastward of them. '
2523. Chairman J] But there is a range near the township trending out towards the west? Yes, there is 
a spur from the Twin Bocks.
2524. Then you would have to go into the township, and turn round to the east to get out again. Is the 
township of sufficient importance to justify such a deviation ? It is not the township, it is the ground.
The land on the main arm and Mullumbimbi Creek is flat scrub land, and more suitable for agriculture 
than for any other purpose. To the westward of the township the spur dips down almost to nothing, and 
then rises again, and we propose to run the line through the gap.
2525. How far would the township be from the present line ? I think about 6 miles by road, .as the 
line is at present surveyed. It would answer better to strike it at Tyagra than at the Brunswick Heads.
2526. Your nearest point from the village is not more than 4 miles ? ’ In a straight line, but by the road 
as at present surveyed, it is between 7 and 8 miles.
2527. How far is it to Byron Bay ? By the road 12 miles. But then the main part of the settlers 
live beyond that. It is all good ground between Tyagra Grass and Mullumbimbi.
2528. What is the nature of the country north of the Brunswick at the 120-mile peg, running up the 
north arm of the Brunswick ? Well, it is not anything like as good.
2529. Is there anything else you would like to tell the Committee ? I do not think there is anything else. .
2530. Do you know the nature of the country to the westward of you ? Not for any distance. I have ’
never been further than the top of the range.
2531. You are the last selector but one ? On the Mullumbimbi Creek. They go out about 6 miles on 
the main arm.
2532. There is a great deal of unalienated country to the westward of where you are? Yes. But there 
is a range that divides that part of country from the coast.
2533. Is there good country at the back of that range ? I was never over there. I believe there is some 
good country.
2534. Where you are speaking of, there is a large amount of unalienated land shown on the map—do 
you know anything of the character of that country ? I do not know the country further back than the 
range.
2535. And you do not know exactly where the Progress Committee propose to rejoin the line ? No.
2536. You do not know whether their deviation is to the east or to the west of the Twin Peaks ? To the 
east. It is proposed to join the old lino again at a place called the Pocket.
2537. Do you know Burringbar ? Yes. 2538.



440
70 PAB1XAMENTAET STANDING- COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

Mr. S. G- 
Woodrow.

26Nov^l889.

253S. How far from that towards the Brunswick would it rejoin the line—about half way between the 
Brunswick and Burringbar? Yes. There is at present a road tnrough there, but it was considered at
one time that it could not be made. i- , i v o r xi . ,
2539. The deviation which you propose would add some miles to the length ot the line r in the opinion
of Mr. Wilkins it would not do so. I think it would shorten it. _ _
2540. Mr. Oox.'] Did the surveyors consult with the residents, or take their own course ? I do not think 
that they consulted with the residents much.
2541. Did they go along the dray track ? There was no dray track. They have made a number of trial
surveys between the bay and the Brunswick. _
2542. The residents there in their various travels about the district would be the most likely people to
know the best track, either for a road, or for a railway—you are always going about there ? Yes. But 
the settlers not being surveyors, do not understand the engineering part of the business. _
2543. But the route that would make a good road would make a good railway. You know the kind of 
track that would make a good road? Yes ; but we are told that there is a difference—that a road can go 
round a side cutting, but that a railway must go straight through.
2543A. But do you not think that the settlers who have been living in the place for years must know the 
lay of the country better than the surveyors ? Yes, they know the lay of the country, and t have no 
doubt that they could give the surveyors a lot of information.

Mr. James Barrie, storekeeper, sworn, and. examined :
A storekeeper, residing at Lismore. I have been residing in the 

Committee specially of the
Mr. J.Barrie. 2544. Chairman.] What are you?

district for twelve years. ' . „ -r . , . , n
26 Nov., 1889. 2545. What do you wish to tell the Committee ? I wish to tell the

commencement of the agitation for railway communication in this district. _
2546 How long ago is that ? It was in 1881. A number of us who were new residents then, seeing 
the capabilities of the district, thought that it would be an immense advantage to have railway 
communication with the table-land. At that time there were grave doubts whether anything of practical 
value could be done to the Heads at all, and we jumped at the conclusion that Byron Bay would be the 
port by which we could get access to the outside world. Kesolutions were carried at a public meeting, 
asking the Government to construct a breakwater at Byron Bay, and a railway from there to the table-land. 
2547. There is no truth whatever in the statement that the agitation for a breakwater at Byron Bay was 
got up by a syndicate which had bought land here ? None whatever. T .
2548 As a matter of fact no land syndicate has bought up the land there? I know of none. I have 
looked up the report of the speech that I made, and one of the reasons I gave then, why the railway should 
te constructed was, that I had heard from the surveyors that there were 600,000 acres of land between
here and Byron Bay then available for selection. ^ , .. .,, ^ , , . ,, .
2549. I suppose your business has brought you intimately into connection with the selectors m this

2550CThe hulk of them have taken up the land Iona fide for the purpose of making homes for themselves 
and their families ? I do not know any part of the Colony where there is more Iona fide selection than 

- there is here. The only thing is that people have taken up the land in such large areas with insufficient
capital, and many of them have been obliged to sell out. . . n. • . -x i 4. i-i.
2551. The men who have had to clear out have been men who did not start with suthcient capital at the
commencement? That is just it. -r xi • i xi. x u m
2552. Do you not think that in future it would be well to lessen the area ? I think that no person should
be allowed to take up more than 100 acres. . „ n ,. ,, , . n
2553. In the new Land Act concessions are granted to allow of family selections that would get rid or
some of the difficulties of taking up large areas ? Yes.
2554 Do you not think that these men have taken up these large areas to provide a home tor their 
families? There is not the slightest doubt about that. I hardly know of an instance where settlers 
have come here without a Iona fide intention of using the land. j x 4.1.
2555. Of late years there has been a great influx of settlers from Illawarra ? That commenced at the 

. time of the railway agitation. Mr. Larkin, Mr. Stocks, myself, and some others took the trouble to get the 
district advertised in the Sydney newspapers, so as to make known the quality of land open for selection.
2556 They are good men who have come here ? They are a splendid sample of the pioneers of settlement.
2557 In this scrub land they must labour under great difficulties in getting to their market for want ot 
roads ? It is impossible to form any idea of what these men have gone through even to get provisions out.
2558. And the selectors going further afield will have exactly the same difficulties m future ? Yes. 1 
might be permitted to say that at one time on the road which the Committee travelled yesterday there 
was not even a bridle track. There were only tracks which had been used by cedar-cutters for roads, and 
provisions used to be sent up in a boat to where there is now a bridge 3 miles from Lismore, so that the
settlers would have less distance to carry them. . j xx i, 4.
2559. If the railway were constructed to Byron Bay, and thence on to the Tweed, there is no doubt but 

' that it would give greater facilities to a great number of settlers already on the land ? There is no doubt.
. 2560 And would have the effect of opening up other land for settlement? The great bulk ot the best

. land is in reserves, and my opinion is that it would be manifestly unfair to the pioneers, who have gone 
out and taken up land, to let this land go at the same price as they have paid for theirs.
2561. You think these reserves might fairly be withheld until it is determined by Parliament whether the 
works shall or shall not be carried out ? I do not think that an acre should be sold until the question is decided.
2562. Do you think that those reserves would to _a large extent pay the cost-of these proposed works ? I
haye only made a rough estimate. I had something to do with the statistics prepared, and*! think the 
money derived from the land would more than repay the construction of the line. xu x
2563. And the harbour works at Byron Bay. “We heard to-day that there are 4,000 acres there that 
would realise £80,000 if the harbour works were constructed ; I suppose it is almost impossible to know 
what they would realise ? To give an idea of what people thought of the land at the time that the sugar 
rush began, I may say that I have known scrub land to be sold at £10 an acre, without anything btung 
done on it. Of course the value has gone down since sugar fell in price. It was then selling at from £38.
to £42 a ton. It is now down to £25 and £30 a ton. _ xx • x -u x
2564. What is your opinion about the port at Byron Bay ? I have been dubbed an enthusiast about
this port at Byron Bay, because I have always conceived that it is the natural outlet for the district, and 
the land beyond it as far as Warialda and Moree. 2665.
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2565. Prom here to the Queensland border ? Prom here to the Queensland border, and to New England. Mr
2566. Tou say that you have given the matter a great deal of consideration? I have been agitating
about the matter, or thinking over it, ever since I came to the district. 26
2567. Tou are a resident of Lismore, and the bulk of your interests are in and round Lismore ? Tes.
2568. I suppose it would be much better for you personally to concentrate all business round Lismore ? 
Tes. I have no interest now in Byron Bay beyond one allotment.
2569. In the interests of the country from here to Queensland, you think that Byron Bay would be the
most useful port that could be obtained ? I have a very strong opinion that it would be. I did not 
agree with the first proposal of a breakwater, from its being too small. .
2570. That is the inner breakwater ;—you do not think it extensive enough? I do not.
2571. No. 3 was proposed by Captain Hixson as a shelter for the jetty. No. 1 was proposed by Mr. 
Harley to provide a harbour of refuge and a port. Then apparently Mr. Harley abandoned it—after a 
a visit to the place, I think—and proposed No. 2, which will give an area of 500 acres of protected water. 
That is the scheme I would like to see carried out.
2572. M.r. Ooxi] How long is it since you knew Byron Bay first ? I think it is about thirty-two years 
ago since I saw it first; but until within the last twelve years I had no further knowledge of it.
2573. Ho you think that the sand has silted into the bay much since you first knew it? I should not 
like to give an opinion, because my visits have only been occasional.
2574. Tour attention was not much drawn to it? No. I do not think I shall be able to say anything 
•definite on that point, except what others have told me.
2575. There is a rumour that there was at one time a bed of rock were the jetty is now? I have heard 
that spoken of, and I have heard others say that it is not so. I am not in a position to say yes or no.
2576. Tou say that when a great rush took place here some years ago, when sugar was at a good price,
land fetched extreme prices ;—are you aware that the price of land has fallen because the land has become 
worn out by the sugar-cane, which is a very exhaustive crop ? I have only heard of it. '
2577. Have you growm sugar ? Only a little, experimentally.
2578. Tou do not think that it has impoverished the land? I have not heard of any instances of its 
doing so, and several of the farmers have told me that although they have cultivated their land for a long 
while the sugar is better now than it was at first.
2579. Tou know Mr. Meston ? Tes. .
2580. He has a knowledge of cane growing as well as of sugar manufacturing ? Tes; Mr. Meston is one of 
the best practical men with regard to sugar.
2581. He has given it as his opinion that the continuous cropping of sugar exhausts the land,—is that 
correct? I should not like to question Mr. Meston’s opinion. He knows more than I do about sugar land.
2582. Would not the periodical floods leave deposits, and enrich the fields? I have no doubt that they 
would, but I wras speaking more of the cultivation on the hills.
2583. Mr. Lee.~\ Erom your long residence in the district you are pretty well acquainted with the country 
between this and the Tweed and Byron Bay ? Moderately well.
2584. Have you given any attention to the route selected for the contemplated railway extension ? I 
have given considerable attention to it.
2585. What is your opinion about it? I believe it is the best route that could be chosen. At one time 
I favoured a route nearer the coast, between here and Byron Bay, but in view of the number of people 
that would be served by this present route, I think it is the best.
2586. Ho you think that the route will serve the interests of the people residing on the Tweed and on the 
Brunswick? I have no■ doubt whatever in my own mind that a railway from Byron Bay to the Tweed 
would serve the people along the route, and would give them a market which they cannot get in any other 
way. I would not like to say whether those on the banks of the Tweed would use the railway.
2587. How do you think it would suit the convenience of the people between the bay and Eureka, 
dunes, and places to the north-west? I have little doubt, from what I have gathered from the residents 
out that way that they look upon the bay as their natural port.
2588. Of course you have the river now, which is navigable to Lismore, and is in a better condition than 
it has been for some time past; I believe that you have a better class of steamers trading here now than 
you used to have ? The bar is better now than it has been since I have resided on the river.
2589. And you have better communication now than you had some years ago ; if access were given to the 
river by a series of roads running through the district, would not that enable the residents to get their 
produce to the river ? Well, they would be at a great disadvantage from as fjjr out as Eureka.
2590. Bo the Committee clearly understand that the river—serviceable as it is for those within easy
distance of its banks, is of little or no use to the residents in the localities which I have indicated ? I 
am perfectly satisfied that the settlers beyond Eureka will never be able to cultivate their land to 
advantage if they have only the river to look to. I say it deliberately, after studying the cost of freights 
by land. .
2591. Tou are a business man, and have taken into consideration freights and insurances, so I want you 
to be careful in answering this question ? I am perfectly satisfied that what I say is correct. The 
difference in the settlement between Clunes and Lismore, and Clunes and Byron Bay would show you 
exactly how the people have been affected by the present state of things, and give you practical evidence 
that the people beyond Eureka have simply existed.
2592. And they want railway-communication for an outlet? I am satisfied that nothing else will do those 
people.
2593. And you think that outlet should be at Byron Bay ? I think so.
2594. The cost of making a harbour at Byron Bay would be £241,723. Bo you, as an intelligent man of 
business, think that the country would be justified in expending that amount of money in making a 
harbour ? I am perfectly clear in my own mind that the country would be recouped for the outlay by the 
sale of the land, and if they had taken it earlier they would have been much better recouped.
2595. Suppose the Bichmond Biver Heads were made secure and navigable for rather a better class of 
coasting steamers than you have at the present time, would not that serve the interests of the people ? 
Not beyond Eureka. They would needa tramway or something to put them on a fair footing.
2596. So that no matter what is done at the Bichmond Heads some other outlet must be given ? These 
people must have some other outlet.
2597. Ho you think the importance of that part of the country is a sufficient justification for the

expenditure
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Mr. J. Barrie, expenditure of that amount of money ? I think the unoccupied land is sufficient to justify the outlay.
^ I might say further that the population per acre which this land will carry would justify the outlay.

23 Not., 1889. 2598. Supposing the country were to adopt the scheme for improving the bay, but that when they com
menced operations they found it to be impracticable, and supposing that the works sanctioned at the 
Richmond Heads were found to be a failure, and those at the Clarence were found to be good and 
serviceable, would you send your produce from the Richmond to the Clarence for shipment? Certainly 
not. People might occasionally get a ball dress or a wedding present that way, but general produce 
would go out of the Richmond, even supposing the bar were as bad as it has been since I have been here, 
and it has been so bad that I have known there to be only 2 cwt. of flour in the whole of the district 
about Lismore from the impassable state of the bar.
2599. I suppose it is the cost of carriage that would prevent you from going to the Clarence ? Tes.
There is no produce that would stand the cost of carriage. _
2600. I suppose the Richmond River people look on a port at the Clarence as utterly out of the question ? 
Tes.
2601. Mr. Garrard.] Do you know the site of the station at Lismore ? I do not. _
2602. Do you know the nearest point that the railway comes to Lismore? I know that it is over in what 

■ they call North Lismore. I know where it is staked out, also the highest land in that part of the township.
2603. Do you think that it might bo brought nearer to the centre of the town with advantage, or would 
it cost too much? I do not think that it would make any material difference in the cost. We have 
left the matter of the station arrangements for the Department to deal with, but we are anxious that there 
should be a connection with the deep water. We look upon that as an absolute necessity. It is one of 
the strong points that we would like to be brought under the notice of the Department, before the matter 
is thoroughly settled. It seems to me that they go too far away from deep water at the present time, with 
the station appointments.
2604. Mr. Cox.] Is not the land here very much flooded? No. We have higher land than where they 
have gone. I do not know if there are any engineering objections to the alteration; but it seems to me 
that the line must connect at South Lismore with the navigable waters of the Richmond, and to do this 
with the line as now surveyed they will have to make a branch line to deep water. If the Committee will 
look at the surveyed line they will see that it is a long way off from navigable water, and should be 
altered so as to avoid the branch line. I wish to add that two of^the Committee inspected the surveyed 
route and fully agreed that a fresh survey should be made.

James Francis O’Flynn, Esq., Mayor of Lismore,sworn, and examined:—
J. IT.O’Flynn, 2605. Chairman.] Tou are Mayor of Lismore ? At the present time I am.

Esq. 2606. How long have you been living in the district ? I have been nearly seven years in Lismore, and I 
was about thirteen years on the Clarence.

26 Nov., 1889. 2607. I suppose you are familiar with both districts ? Tes ; I am.
2608. In your opinion, which district is capable of sustaining the larger population ? Undoubtedly this
district. -
2609. Is the land suitable for farming more extensive here than it is.on the Clarence ? Infinitely so.

_ 2610. I understand that on the Clarence the good land is only on the banks of the river and of the creeks ?
In some places it is only a chain or two wide.
2611. That is so ? It is so—and on the islands.
2612. Tou cannot measure tie good land by chains here ? No ; by miles.
2613. Will you tell the Committee what has been the growth of this municipality during the last nine or 
ten years? I have not taken much notice of municipal matters until recently. It is about nine years 
since the municipality was established, and the population now is, as near as I can ascertain from inquiry, 
about 4,000 souls.
2614. What was it nine years ago ? 500. It took one solitary vote to make up the 500. Bishop Doyle
made up the 500.
2615. What were your rates at that time ? . I was not here then. I could not tell you.
2616. What are your rates now ? I presume that they would not be far short of £2,000.
2617. General rates ? Tes ; general rates.
2618. And you have established gas and water works here ? Tes.
2619. And I understand that you have a little sewerage ? Scarcely. We have made application to the 
Government for that under the Country Towns Water Supply and Sewerage Act. What we have done is 
hardly worth mentioning.
2620. Is the town still growing ? Rapidly.
2621. And now it is entirely dependant on the district at the back of it ? Tes. It would not exist 
without the district at the back.
2622. And as those districts improve so must the town improve ? Naturally.
2623. Tou for a long time were engaged in the sugar industry ? Tes. For many years I was chief 
engineer for the Sugar Company on the Clarence, and also on the Tweed for a time.
2624. Are you competent to give an opinion as to the value of these lands for sugar purposes ? I ought 

■ to have a reasonable opinion.
2625. Is the land on the proposed railway, which can be used for sugar, extensive ? The great bulk of it 
can be used.
2626. Without the railway the land is so far away that it would not pay to grow sugar ? That is, I think, 
the principal reason why it is not more cultivated. It is only cultivated in the immediate vicinity of the 
town, and on the navigable creeks and rivers.
2627. Do you know what they pay for sugar-cane here ? For many years the Sugar Company has, to my 
knowledge, been getting it for 10s. a ton, but latterly they have been paying 12s. 6d. It was sold by 9ome 
farmers back here at Rous for as low as 8s.
2628. That is because there is no market ? Where there is no competition the mill-owners take advantage

. of it.
2629. They sold it to the local mill, far back from navigable waters ? Tes; they are S or 9 miles from 
navigable waters.

Mr.
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Mr. William Barnes, selector, sworn, and examined:—
2630. Chairman^ Where do you reside ? At Dunoon, on the Tweed road.
2631. What area of land have you there ? 127 acres.
2632. How much of it have you brought into cultivation ? I am cultivating 5 acres now.
2633. How long have you been cultivating the land ? About five years.
2634. Have you a wife ? Tes, and six children.
2635. Born in the district ? Not all of them.
2636. Have you been depending on the 5 acres alone for those years ? No ; during the last three 
years I have been living on the land; before that I went out to work, and kept my selection going until 
I could get my fruit up. I now get my living from it, and hold a license to go to Lismore to sell it.
2637. Could you give the Committee any idea of what you make from the laud a year ? This year it has 
given close on £100—last year I got close on £50 from an acre of bananas.
2638. This year you have made £100? Not quite, but I shall do before the year is out.
2639. Is that from the 5 acres alone ? That is from the 5 acres alone.
2640. How far are you from Lismore r Nine miles.
2641. Are any of your sons grown up and assisting you? My eldest is eight years of ago.
2642. Mr. Garrard?^ You said just now that you had a great deal of your land cleared ? Yes.
2643. How much ? About 30 or 40 acres down—not cleared. It is overgrown with weeds and under
brush ; but I shall be able to cut it down again.
2644. You are not doing anything with it? No ; I have only a cow running in it. ’
2645. How much stock have you got ? Only one cow and one horse.
2646. What are your other products ? 1 only produce fruit and vegetables.
2647. Do you ship your bananas to Sydney ?_ No ; I sell them in Lismore and Casino.
2648. In what direction is your place ? I think it is north or north-west from Lismore—it is on the old 
mail track from Lismore to the Tweed.

Mr.
W. Barnes. 

26NovVI889.

2649. Is your land better than the land in the district generally ? Not in the least—it is the same all
through. I see no difference in it. .
2650. Have you a good road by which to bring your produce? Pretty fair. It is getting better every
day. It was pretty bad two years ago, before they started to improve" it. .
2651. .What kind of fruit do you grow there, besides bananas ? These elevated lands will grow almost 
anything I have seen growing in other parts of the world. I have a large variety of fruit growing. The 
almond grows here to perfection; loquats and pine-apples also. By applying guano I have produced 
tobacco equal to any I have seen in America.
climate; I have apples, peaches, plums, grapes, guavas, apricots, and figs.
2652. Mr. Gox?^ How far are you from the proposed line of railway? I could not give a decided answer ; 
but, as far as I can understand, I would be 3 or 4 miles in a direct line. I do not think the distance 
would be more than that.
2653. Would the construction of the railway benefit you materially ? Decidedly.
2654. In what way ? Because I could get my produce in iu the winter time, when the' roads were bad, 
and I would save 5 miles. It is a day’s work going to Lismore.
2655. You would put more land under cultivation if you had the railway ? I should put it under cultiva
tion at once. I am waiting for the railway.

Mr. Pelix Tonkin, farmer, sworn, and examined :— '
2656. Chairman^ Where do you reside ? At Hanging Kock. Mr_
2657. How far away ? Seven miles. ' F. Tonkin.
2658. How much land have you there ? 319 acres. ✓——x
2659. Is it scrub land ? Part of it is. 26 Nov., 1889.
2660. Have you done anything to clear any part of it ? Yes ; I have 12 acres worked.
2661. What do you do with the 12 acres ? I garden on it.
2662. liaise fruit ? No, vegetables.
2663. Bananas ? No, I do not sell them.
2664. You have water near you, I suppose ? There is a creek.
2665. Where do you find a market for your vegetables ? At Lismore.
2666. And round about ? And round about, where I can sell them.
2667. How much a year do you estimate that you make out of these 12 acres ? I have been working on
the land for nine years. °
2668. Has it kept you and your family during these nine years ? Yes.
2669. How many of you are there ? I pay a man 15s. a week, and his keep, from it.
2G70. How many have you in family? A wife and two children.
2671. Do they help you at all ? No; they go to school.
2672. How much a year do you make out of that 12 acres ? I cannot' tell exactly. I have bought two
farms since I have been here—one I gave £2 5s. an acre for. '
2673. How many acres ? Eighty-nine, and the other I gave £2 an acre for—40 acres.
2674. Did you save that money out of the 12 acres ? Yes, and paid cash for them, and I have got money
to spare now. ° J
2675. Have you made money by any other means during these nine years ? Yes. I keep some store cattle
2676. On what ? On the remainder of the land. ’
2677. Have you got your land cleared ? It is all fenced in.
2678. And cleared ? The scrub land is all cleared—part of it is forest.
2679. How many cattle do you generally keep there ? Sixty head.
2680. Do you do any dairying ? No.
2681. You just buy cattle and fatten them and sell them ? I do not fatten them. I sell them as store
cattle when I have enough. I rear them and sell them. ■
o<^o’ Tirf11 ^ ?U ^ave no.^ mad° your money out of the 12 acres ? Not much has been got out of cattle.
2683. What do you estimate that you would make out of the 12 acres in the year, after paying wa^es ?
I get two crops a year out of this land, and some years I have got 5 tons of potatoes to the acre I& sell 
them m the town wholesale. ■

2 («)—K 2684.
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2684. Tell us rouglily, if you can, what you think you make out of it every year, after paying wages ? I 
should say about £200.

26 N v 1889 paying your inam’s "wages ? No, including all that.
or., a. 20g0_ ^r0 there any Chinese gardeners in the district ? I suppose there are around the town.

2687. Notwithstanding that competition you are able to make this amount ? Tes.
2688. "Which is your principal market—Lismore or Casino ? Lismore, and round amongst the settlers.

Mr.
F. Tonkin.

O. Lloyd, 
Esq.

26 Nor., 1889

Octavius Lloyd, Esq., surveyor in the Eailway Department, sworn, and examined —
2689. ISIr. Qarrardi] Tou are a surveyor in the Eailway Department? I am.
2690. How long have you been so engaged ? Eight years in this colony. I was four years on the same 
work in Victoria.

' 2691. Tou have been engaged on the railway from Grrafton to the Tweed ? From Grafton to about 
5 miles beyond the Brunswick, on the Murwillumbah side. I know nothing of the country beyond that.
2692. What is the nature of the country between Grafton and Casino ? It is sandy country. Some of 
it has a clayey sub-soil. It is very good grass country in wet weather, but I do not fancy that it is country 
that would stand a drought at all.
2693. Has a permanent survey been made between those two points ? Tes, and deviations.
2694. What is the ruling gradient on that line ? 1 in 40. That is the determinate grade. It exists only in 
one place, and can be cut out. I suggested how a portion of it could be cut out, and I believe that my 
suggestion has been approved of.
2695. By lengthening the line materially ? Only about 30 chains, and that will reduce the works.
2696. It will leave the grade what ? 1 in 50, or, if you like, lighter.
2697. What is the nature of the country between Casino and Lismore ? The richest possible land.
2698. Tou come into scrub country ? A little beyond Lismore, at Bex Hill, you get into the scrub 
country.
2699. There is no comparison between the two ? There is no comparison.
2700. What are the grades between Casino and Lismore ? There are no steep grades. There is a tunnel, 
I think. I have not seen the section, but I am sure that 1 in 50 is the steepest grade.
2701. Did you survey the line near Lismore ? I surveyed the line from the crossing at Leicester Creek, 
to about 2 miles beyond Bex Hill.
2702. What was the object of keeping the line so far from Lismore ? To keep on the high ground for
station purposes. There is a flood level of nearly 12 feet at Bex Hill. The Engineer-in-Chief----- -
2703. Mr. Whitton or Mr. Deane ? Mr. Whitton—and I infer Mr. Deane concurred—thought that to 
put a station on the flat ground would necessitate raising the line 12 feet the whole of the way to Bex 
Hill, and as it is only slack water, and the flood lasts only a few days, it was thought more economical to 
make the line nearly flat on the surface, but to put the station on high ground, so that trucks standing 
there, filled with valuable goods, might be secure from damage.
2704. That is the only reason? Tes, so far as I know.
2705. What is the nature of the land between Lismore and Byron Bay ? There are 70 chains of 1 in 40 
on the main route.
2706. Can that be cut out ? Tes.
2707. Have any steps been taken to do it ? I have nothing to do with that part of the line, except in 
levelling it. We were told to work,to 1 in 40 grades, so as to get the easiest possible works, and the line 
was laid out on that condition. The grade is from the top of the hill to the flats. The mean grade is 1 in 
50, and that can be got. I suggested some weeks ago to the Acting Engineer-in-Chief a way by which a 
larger expenditure, I thought, could be saved, and I think that is under consideration now.
2708. Has not Mr. Burge been sent down to confer with the surveyors on the various deviations? He 
has been through measuring waterways.
2709. Has he been down here? Tes; he has been right through the line.
2710. Have you conferred with him in reference to these deviations and alterations ? I told him about 
the deviation when he was down.
2711. When was Mr. Burge here last? He was here six weeks or two months ago.
2712. Tou are aware that he is in the district now ? Tes, to see about some modifications north of the 
Brunswick Eiver.
2713. Not for anything further south? No. He has already dealt with the line further south.
2714. What is the reason that the line from Lismore runs so far east to the sea coast—is it for the purpose 
of avoiding ranges, or of tapping Byron Bay ;—what were the instructions given in surveying the Byron 
Bay line ? The original survey was carried out eight or ten years ago. The country was then practically a 
wilderness, and I fancy the surveyor got the easiest line he could, and it has been followed since without 
much consideration.
2715. Tou know the country between here and the bay intimately ? Tes.
2716. Knowing the country so well, do you think that the best route has been taken ? Unquestionably I 
do. I know nothing about the Mullumbimbi route, but the route from here to the bay, with slight 
modifications, is the best that could be got.
2717. If you were aiming to get from Lismore to Byron Bay, and to serve the largest number of settlers, 
the present line would be the best ? Tes, I think so.
2718. Supposing the desire was to get from Lismore to Mullumbimbi, what then? I have only heard 
that it is a rough route. I could not tell you about it.
2719. I suppose it would be a rather heavy line to construct between hero and the bay ? I do not 
think so now. The determination seems to be not to avoid these heavy flood-levels by raising the line.
2720. Have you any idea of the cost per mile ? I fancy that from Walmesley’s, the crossing at Wilson’s 
Creek, up to the top of the coast range, there being very little rock, the line, could be constructed for 
about £8,000 or £9,000 a mile.
2721. It would not be a cheap line to construct, then ? Hardly that; the bridge work would preclude 
that.
2722. There are so many watercourses to get over ? Tes.
2723. I understand you to say that you know nothing about the proposed deviation to Mullumbimbi ? 
No ; only that I had heard that it is difficult.
2724. Tou have not been there ? No. 2724.
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2725. There have been two or three deviations between Byron Bay and the Brunswick ? Tes, hut they O. Lloyd,
are only of trifling importance ; the last one goes up to Tyagra Hat. ®8T
2726. Do you recognize the pencil line put on the plan by Mr. Wilkins ? Tes. There is one line near
the coast, and there are modifications of it which affect the crossing of the south arm of the Brunswick. 0T', '
There is another that goes up to Tyagra, and of that the Commissioners appear to approve? The station
1 imagine would be on a large reserve, and near the Mullumbimbi country.
2727. Then the red line on the plan would be subject to a little deviation—it would come further 
westward? No. The last line I have is as far west as the Engineer-in-Chief approves of.
2728.. Where are you now ? I have been on the Brunswick, but I am now at Leicester Creek to 
superintend the borings for the bridge. ■
2729. Tou know nothing of the line beyond the Brunswick ? Eive miles beyond there.
2730. Tou come into difficult country then ? Heavy country, but the grades are good.
2731. What is the object of going so near the coast from the Brunswick? There are two lines—the
coast line and the heavy line. At the present time I believe Mr. Burge is examining the possibility of 
connecting some portion of the coast line with the heavy line. *
2/32. The coast line from Byron Bay to the Tweed Heads was the first under consideration ; then jo\i 
deviated with your survey to what is known as the inland line beyond the Brunswick? The first line 
was the inland line—the coast line was run subsequently.
2/33. What reason was there for taking the line so near the coast beyond the Brunswick? To avoid 
works. Tou have heavy swamps, but the question was whether it was a good line to tap the Tweed.
2/34. Do you know anything of the country beyond the Brunswick ? Nothing at all beyond five miles.
2735. Tour 5 miles brought you into heavy country ? The heaviest work.
2736. Do you know the grade between the Brunswick and Murwillumbah ? The works are heavy, but
the grades cannot be very heavy.
2737. Coming into contact 'with the people of the district as you have done, do you think the line shown 
on the plan would serve the largest number of people and the largest area of land ? I fancy it would.
2738. Do you know anything of the country west of Byron Bay ? I know it for some little distance.
2739. It is rough broken country ? Broken country ; but it is all good country.
2740. What is the estimated cost of the bridge across Leicester Creek ? I could not tell you. I do not 
know what sort of bridge they propose to make, and I do not know whether they intend to raise it much 
above the maximum flood level.
2741. What do you estimate would be the cost of construction between Casino and Grafton ? Between 
£5,000 and £0,000 a mile. They have everything close at hand there. They have timber on the work.
2742. Have you any knowledge of harbour works? I was connected with harbour works for seven years 
—five years with one, and two years with another engineer.
2743. Have you seen the plan for the improvement of Byron Bay ? Only the sketch in the newspaper.
2744. Have you given any thought to it ? I only hold an opinion.
274o. Tou would not like to express an opinion on the project ? I had better not, perhaps.
2746. Does it strike you that there is any defect in it ? Only that I do not think that they have enough 
data to work upon to elaborate a scheme.
2747 . In what respect ? As to the silting of the bay or the currents. Anybody who has lived there 
any time can see all that for himself. D) is a matter of years to ascertain that sort of thing.
2748. Do you know that their scheme is based on surveys made many years ago by Captain Howard, and 
observations taken more recently by Mr. Keele, of the Harbours and llivers Department ? I do not 
question Mr. Keele’s observations at all, extending over the limit of the time that they do.
2749. Do you think that it is a desirable thing to have an opening in the breakwater near the mainland ?
That would depend upon extensive observations of the tidal flow and the northerly set. It is a matter 
that could only be determined on after you have actually settled how things are going, on what at present, 
in my opinion, we know next to nothing.
2750. Tou think it would be desirable to leave the opening so that you would not have to remove a
portion of the breakwater in the event of the bay silting up ? Tes, but it is too big a thing for me to 
express an opinion upon. '
2751. Mr. Cox.] When you were in the neighbourhood of the Brunswick Biver, were you met by some 
residents there complaining about being left in the cold, and saying that they would show you a better 
route for the line ? No. I was not the pioneer of the line. There were trial surveys. I have only been 
staking out the permanent line from plans that I could not depart from.
2752. Mr. Lee.] Did you make a provisional survey? No, I did not.
2/53. Were you employed in the district at that time? No. I made several modifications in the line 
about Grafton. I made a report, suggesting several modifications between Casino and Grafton, and they 
were all carried out.
2754. Where were you employed in 1880? In Victoria. I joined this service in 1881.
2755. Tou were not employed in the service of this country? No.
2 railways h<ave you laid out ? Erom Cootamundra to Gundagai; the line over the mountains 
which has been so much cavilled at—Bell’s line, from Bichmond to Wallerawang ; and also the modifica
tions from Goulburn to Cooma.#
2757. In traversing this scrub country it is a matter of great difficulty for a surveyor to get the best 
track ? It is.
2758. Since this survey has been made the country has been cleared to a considerable extent? A little.
27o9. Would it be easier to obtain a better line now than when the survey was made ? I think not, but 
after the trial survey was made in last January I suggested modifications near Byron Bay that may 
be carried out and embodied in the present survey.
2760. They will reduce the grade and straighten the curves ? Tes.
oZoo the re.sult 1)6 the lengthening of the line in any wav ? It will tend to shorten it a little.
2/62. It will not increase the cost ? Not if a grade of 1 in 50 is adopted.
2763. The changes will result in a reduction of cost? Tes.
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' Mr. William Walmesley, dairy farmer, sworn, and examined:—
2764. Mr. Lee.~] What are you? A dairy farmer.

a 2765. Where do you reside ? At Wilson’s Creek, about 2 miles from Clunes, and about 9 miles from Lismore.
26Not 1889 2766. How many acres do you own ? 944; also 223 acres on Cooper’s Creek, and 200 acres on the

’’ ’ Brunswick Biver; a family living on each. '
2767. How many of these are cleared ? I could not say. About 140 acres are cleared and under grass, 
and a small area is under crop ; and there would be about 350 acres more felled and partly fired—pretty 
well burnt.
2768. What do you desire to tell the Committee? I have been there for sometime, and our dairy produce 
very often gets damaged before it gets to market, particularly on the river, and that causes us loss. 
When the butter is put on the decks of the steamers and covered with a tarpaulin the sun makes it hot 
and soft, so that it does not fetch the same price in the market as it would otherwise do.
2769. How do you bring your butter to the steamer ? In a spring cart.
2770. Is the road to your place pretty good? It is fairly good at the present time.
2771. Then what do you want a railway for ? If we had a railway we would ship our produce direct from 
the Bay.
2772. Do you think the damage done to your butter is done on board the steamers coming down the

. river ? The greater part of the damage would be done there.
2773. Supposing you shipped it from the Bay, how far would you have to carry it then ? It would leave 
the spring cart, and be on the ocean at once.
2774. But if it is the practice to carry the dairy produce on deck, would the butter not be carried on 
the deck of the ocean steamers ? Tes ; but there would be a current of fresh air caused by the swiftness

‘ of the steamer.
2775. If you had a railway and a port at Byron Bay it would suit you better ? I fancy so—very much
better. ■ " "
2776. How far is the proposed railway from your place ? It is close to it.
2777. Half a mile ? Not a quarter. It goes right through the place. '
2778. Then it would be very convenient for you? Tes, it would be convenient.
2779. Consequently you approve of it ? I should think so. I would be wrong if I did not.
2780. Do you grow any corn ? Not for market—only for my own use.
2781. Do you grow any sugar-cane ? Not any.
2782. Do you confine your attention solely to dairying ? It would not pay me to send anything else away.
2783. Tou would not want a railway to send your butter here ? Not unless it was for the benefit of the 
country as well as for myself.
2784. "Would you produce anything more? Tes; I should be producing a great many things now if I 
could get them away at a reasonable rate.
2785. It would take a good deal of butter to load a train every day ? Tes ; but there would be a great 
lot produced in the district, if there were a railway.
2786. Would you be likely to cultivate anything else ? Tes ; 300 or 400 acres of corn very likely, and 
lucerne.
2787. Is your land suitable for the cultivation of cane ? A portion of it is.
2788. And if facilities for getting to market offer themselves you might cultivate that ? Tes.
2789. Mr. Oox.'] What profits do you make out of your dairies? We are milking between sixty and
seventy cows. “ .
2790. I suppose you are getting a very low price now for butter? Tes. About 6|d. I have been 
getting less.
2791. Tou send pigs away as well ? Tes.
2792. Does it pay you to send your butter to Sydney at 7d. a lb. ? I can do nothing else with it.
2793. What return will each cow give you on an average throughout the year ? A cow would milk 
about nine months, or over nine months, and would average about £5—sometimes you might make more 
than that, and sometimes not so much.
2794. Do you keep sixty cows ? We will have this summer over 100.
2795. How much are you getting for your butter ? From Gd. to 2s.
2796. In winter you get a good price, and in summer less ? Tes. Tou could take an average.
2797. With railway communication you could make better use of your land than by growing grass on it? 
Tes.. I have sufficient for grass, and 200 or 300 acres under cultivation. I have a small piece of land 
growing potatoes—2 acres—and I expect to get over 6 tons an acre from it.
2798. Where do you come from—Wollombi ? I have been there, but I lived in Kiama. 1 was in Kiama 
fifteen years before I came here.
2799. The only adjunct of the dairy is pigs ? Pigs and calves.
2800. Do you sell them here, or in Sydney ? In Sydney.
2801. Have you ever met any loss in sending your pigs to market, by the detention of steamers at the 
bar ? Two or three months ago, through the steamer not getting away for four or five days, some of them 
died. I believe that they died on the steamer.
2802. Tou believe that with railway communication and a good port at Byron Bay, you could increase your
production very much, and get your produce away without any danger o£ loss ? I am quite convinced of 
that. “
2803. Have you any children ? Nine. *
2804. That is 100 acres apiece ? Quite that. .
2805. Tou would not justify any one man in taking up 900 acres ? Tou could not make use of the land.
2806. I suppose you Illawarra farmers left Illawarra because you could not get enough land for your 
growing families ? I had 100 acres there, but it was of no use for my family.
2807. So you came here to make a home for yourself and for them ? Tes.

Mr. James Stocks, farmer and dairyman, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. J. Stocks. 2808. Mr. Cox.] Where do you reside ? At Caniaba.

' 2809. How far from Lismore ? About 6 miles.
26 Not., 1889. 2810. What do you follow—-farming and dairying ? I do not incur any expense myself. I live on the 

property, but I have a practical working farmer who works the land and carries on dairying.
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2811. "What acreage have you ? About 1,448 acres. Mr. J. Stocks.
2812. Is that all taken up by yourself and family as a conditional purchase, or have you been purchasing
from others? No ; it was partly taken up by myself and my son, and some others whom I bought out; 26 Not., 1889. 
and some of the land was purchased at auction, or selected after being offered for sale at auction.
2813. How much of this land is cleared and in occupation ? It is all in occupation, with the exception of 
a little scrub land, say 20 acres.
2814. "Was it originally scrub ? No. I do not suppose that there is 20 acres of it scrub. About 120 
acres of scrub have been cleared.
2815. Consequently you had nothing to do, except to utilize the grass ? And make improvements.
2816. Ho you cultivate much ? Only for my own consumption.
2817. "Why do you cultivate only for your own consumption—does it not pay to cultivate for the market ?
Not to pay wages.
2818. In what way are you able to make it pay? "We want better means of communication by a practi
cable road to Lismore for shipping purposes.
2819. "With better communication you would cultivate more largely ? Certainly.
2820. Of course the communication which you are anxious to obtain would be with Byron Bay—you 
would wish to have a port there, and get your produce away to market without the vexatious delay that 
sometimes occurs on the river, in consequence of the state of the entrance ? That would not meet my case 
at all. Caniaba is west of Lismore, in a direct line to Tomki and Casino, and a railway would make no 
material difference to me.
2821. Do you advocate or deprecate the construction of a railway ? I have advocated the construction of
a railway for the last twenty years. ■ -
2822. Not that you would benefit by it, but that it would be beneficial to the district ? Yes.
2823. If the district were benefited it would be an advantage to your property ? I daresay it would— 
though that did not influence me much.
2824. Do you know Byron Bay ? I do.
2825. How long have you known it ? I have been connected with it more or less for thirty years.
2826. Has the bay changed since you first knew it ? Not appreciably.
2827. What alteration has taken place ? None that I could recognize.
2828. Are you aware that there were rocks where.the pier is now, and where it is apparently a bed of
sand ? No ; I am not aware of that. ”
2829. You are not aware that the bay has silted up to any appreciable extent during the last thirty years ? No. '
2830. Therefore any well-constructed or well-devised breakwater would not have the effect of silting it 
up ? Not so far as I am able to form an opinion.
2831. M.r. Lee.] You are an old resident in the district? I have been here a little over thirty years.
2832. Consequently you are pretty intimately acquainted with all the surrounding country ? I know all 
the surrounding country.
2833. Have you seen the plans showing the proposed railway route ? I have not.
2834. Just tell the Committee what you think of that route—as to how it would serve the settlers, and 
whether in your opinion a better track could be obtained ? Of course, when I said that I had not seen 
the plan of the railway route, I meant the plan that you had here. I have seen the plans of the surveyors, 
and, so far as the land taken up is concerned, I could not conceive a better route.
2835. You are aware that this railway, if carried out, would cost a very large sum of money, and that the 
interest would be very great ? I am aware of that.
2836. You have seen the district develop very much iii thirty years ? Yes.
2837. Do you think the Government is warranted in going to the expense of constructing a line ? I think 
the Government is warranted in going to the expense now. As matters are now, and have been for some 
years past, many people have gone to considerable expense, and have been absolutely ruined, simply 
because they had no means of conveying produce to market. I also know a number who are in a pre
carious state now, and unless they obtain relief from outside, such as the construction of a railway lino, 
they must come to grief.
2838. Do you think the railway would give the relief they require ? I am sure that it would.
2839. I presume you take a more patriotic view of the question than the desire to see money expended in 
the district. In conjunction with other citizens you wish to see every railway pay interest. Having in 
view the rapid development of this district, and its probable still further increase, do you think that the 
produce of the district would be sufficient to pay interest and working expenses on a railway ? I think 
the line from the Tweed to Lismore would be likely to pay you—not handsomely, but sufficiently for 
working expenses and interest.
2840. "W"hat do you think of the proposed harbour at Byron Bay ? That I have also taken a great deal of 
trouble about for the past ten or twelve years, merely because I considered that it would be beneficial to 
the district if it could be carried out.
2841. Although you are resident at Lismore you have no feeling of jealousy about the opening up of Bvron
Bay? None whatever., '
2842. Because you believe that it would give relief to the settlers in that part of the district ? I believe 
that it would be the natural outlet for 10 or 12 miles to the west, south, and up to the Tweed Biver 
north. It would by along way be the best outlet that could be devised.
2843. You know the country between here and Casino ? Yes.
2844. "What is the character of it ? Generally good.
2845. Is it well settled ? Not so thickly settled as this locality, but two-thirds of the land is alienated.
2846. Are there any well-to-do farmers along here ? Yes.
2847. Does that particular piece of the line offer a fair and reasonable prospect of yielding a return ? I
think so, but there is one source of income connected with that route that I have not heard of, and I con
fess that I am somewhat surprised at it. There is a large extent of very superior country north of Casino 
known as the Upper Bichmond, that seems to have been snuffed out and ignored as being no sort of 
profit. I know personally that there is a very large extent of very superior country there with very, good 
natural roads to Casino, and the railway would give an outlet for it either to Lismore and Coraki or to 
Tenterfield. Unless something of that sort is done, it must, I presume, be occupied in the future as it is 
occupied now. There are a few large selectors there, but the bulk of the land is taken up entirely by 
squatters. Of course I am not averse to squatters—I look upon them as being in the main the backbone 
of the country, but as the population increases the squatters must retire. 2848.
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Mr. J\Stocks. 2848. Do you know anything of the country along the proposed railway route from Casino to Grafton ? I 
do. I know it all.

G ov., 1889. 2819. What do you think of that country ? The first three or four miles is fairly good. I think I may 
say the first 5 miles. It then deteriorates, and is poor hungry soil, or at least what we on the Eich
mond describe as such. As you go further south it does not improve until you get beyond what is called 
the cross-roads, about 40 miles south of Casino. Erom there on to Grafton there is some improvement. 
It is not nearly so bad after that as before you get there.
2850. To Lawrence? No, not to Lawrence, but to Grafton. When the Commissioners were here that 
matter came up, and when I described the land as inferior Mr. Oliver said, “ Tou mean that it is inferior 
by comparison with the land m the Eichmond district proper ?” I said “ yes but he asked, “ What is it 
compared with the land about Tass and Goulburn ?” I said, “ It is equal to that.”
2851. At any period during your long residence in the district has it been the practice to send the pro
duce of the Eichmond over to the Clarence for shipment ? No. '
2852. Supposing a railway were constructed there, do you think any Eichmond produce would be shipped 
at. the Clarence ? Nothing worth much.
2853. Is there likely to be any interchange of produce between the two rivers? It will be very small. 
The productions are similar, and I cannot imagine what could induce anyone to go from the Eichmond to the 
Clarence, providing they had a proper water way to the sea themselves. That is not the only light in which 
I should regard the line to the Clarence, though it is one aspect of the matter.
2854. Do you think that, in addition to the water-ways which you at present have, the district requires
another outlet such as Byron Bay ? In that locality, as I stated before, taking a distance say 12 or 15 
miles to the west of Byron Bay, and a similar distance south, and the entire distance to the Tweed, I 
think all that country very urgently requires much better accommodation than they have by going to 
Lismore or to Ballina. ‘ .

^8 PABMAMEXTAET STAUDIKG COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEKS, •

Mr. Henry Brown Chisholm, farmer, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. H. B. 2855. Chairman.'] Where do you reside ? At Cooper’s Creek, about 4-j- miles from Bex Hill.
Chisholm. 2856. How far is that from Lismore ? Nine and a half miles. "
- - 2857. Are you a farmer ? Tes.

26 Nov., 1889. 2858. Have you been farming for any length of time ? Eor five years on the Eichmond.
2859. Where did you come from ? I came from the Clarence.
2860. Were you farming on the Clarence ? No ; I have not farmed on the Clarence.
2861. The Committee would be glad to hear any information ■which you desire to give as to the product
iveness of the country which you farm, or anything else—what acreage have you ? I hold 90 acres.
2862. In the scrub lands ? Tes.
2863. How much have you cleared ? I have 75 acres down, and 17 under cultivation.
2864. What are your principal crops ? Maize and potatoes.
2865. And fruit-trees ? Fruit-trees of different kinds.
2866. Are you making your living out of them ? Tes.
2867. Tou have stock I suppose ? Tes, I have about 30 head of cattle. I combine dairying with farming.
2868. In this district, if you had a good market, from 90 to 100 acres is ample for any man ? Tes, it is 
quite sufficient.
2869. He wmuld want a little more if he had a growing family? Tes.
2870. Can you give me any idea of the yield of maize on that land? About 60 bushels an acre.
2871. On the average ? Tes, that is about the average.
2872. Any other crops ? Six tons of potatoes have been taken from an acre in that locality.
28/3. Do you get two crops of corn in a year ? No. We have not time. There is time for two crops of 
potatoes. "
2874. Is your sugar cane good ? In the locality where I live there is a great deal of high land adapted 
for sugar.
2875. Uncultivated? Tes.
2876. Simply because I suppose you are not near enough to a mill ? Tes. Some farmers there started 
the industry, and erected a small mill, and put a small area under cane; but they had to abandon it, 
because their appliances were not sufficient, and the carriage was too far.
28/7. Are there any farmers there? There are a great number of small holdings.
2878. Do you suffer much from want of markets ? A great deal, especially in dairying.
2879. Suppose the railway were constructed from Lismore to Byron Bay, and a breakwater was constructed 
at Byron Bay, would you increase the area under cultivation to any great extent ? Certainly.
2880. Do you think that the construction of those works would be an incentive to the bulk of the farmers 
to increase the area under cultivation ? Tes, they would give us two markets.
2881. Tou do not think that the men are holding the land for speculative purposes ? There are no 
speculative holdings—they are all Iona fide.
2882. If Byron Bay were made a port there would be a very large increase in the quantity of land

2883. Do you know the line of railway ? I do for a considerable distance.
2884. Do you think it fairly serves the present and future settlement ? I think it does.
2885. Do you know the reserves ? Tes.
2886. The land there would be very valuable if the works were carried out ? Tes.
2887. And would go a long way towards paying the cost of them? Tes, certainly.
2888. Do you think Byron Bay would be used very largely by the farmers to the north of Lismore, away 
from the banks of the river ? I think it would be used almost wholly.
2889. Do you know the country beyond that? Not beyoud Byron Bay. I have been through it; but I 
could not give any definite information about it.
2890. How do your farmers get supplies ? Erom Lismore.
2891. I suppose you are better off than the bulk of them, inasmuch as you have a fairly good road ? Tes. 
ocno How do e16!1 looi 20 miles out get their food ? They pack it out principally on horseback.
2893. Anything that they produce they have to bring in in the same way ? Tes. They produce nothing, 
lUrther back, but butter. They could not bring in anything else. 2894.
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2894. I suppose they are struggling along ? Yes ; but they are in a very bad way.
2895. If the railway were constructed they hope that roads will be opened up to give them facilities for 
getting their produce awray ? Yes.
2890. 'If not to Byron Bay to Lismore P Yes ; but Byron Bay would be preferable.
2897. Is there anything else which you would like to tell the Committee ? Simply that Byron Bay 
would open up two markets ;—it would give us an opportunity of sending to Brisbane. At the present 
time we send our produce to Sydney, the agents buy it from us there, and reship it for Brisbane.

Mr. H. B. 
Chisholm.

26NovTl889.

Thomas Campion Lodge, Esq., Manager Australian Joint Stock Bank, sworn, and further examined
2898. Chairman^ You wish to state ? I wish to qualify the evidence I gave with reference to that T. C. Lodge, 
portion of the line between Casino and G-rafton. I was asked the nature of the country there, and I said •Es(l- 
that I thought that it-was not to be compared with the land out this way. I may state that I was r—~'A'—^ 
speaking of the land to be seen along the present mail road. I have no other knowledge of the country. 26 'Not'’ 1889'

. WEDNESDAY, 27 NOVEMBER, 1889.
The Sectional Gommittee met at Broadwater, Richmond River.

IJcisrnl:—
JOSEPH PALMEE ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaikhan). 

The Hon. G-eoege Henby Cox, [ Jacob GIaebaed, Esq.,
. Chaeles Adfbed Lee, Esq. ■

The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Grafton to the Tweed.

Mr. E. E. Holden, sugar-cane inspector, examined •—
2899. Ohairmani] What are you ? A cane inspector at the Colonial Sugar Companv’s Mill, Broadwater. Mr Tt F
Eichmond Eiver. ^ J Holden.'
2900. You say that many of the men from the Italian settlement come here during the sugar season to /——\
get employment ? About thirty. 27 Nov., 1889.
2901. So that these people do not entirely depend upon the produce of their own land for the means of 
subsistence? Ho.
2902. Are they paid at the current rate of wages ? There are two working at the mill now. They get 
the same as the other employes do. Those outside work by contract, and are on the same footing as all 
our other cane-cutters.
2903. Mr.. Garrard.'] Have they been coming to the mill ever since they settled in the district ? Since 
1885 I think if you went through their settlement in the sugar season you would not find half a dozen 
able-bodied men there. They are either working for us, or for the small mills, or for the farmers on the 
river banks. T-hey are able to exist and to carry on their homes upon the amount which they earn;
They also depend a great deal upon timber-getting for a livelihood.

THURSDAY, 28 NOVEMBER, 1889.
The Sectional Gommittee met at the Oourt House, Casino, at 11 a.m.

Jlrcsmt:—
JOSEPH PALMEE ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaieman).

The Hon. Geoege Heney Cox, | Jacob Gaebaed, Esq.,1 
Chaeles Alfeed Lee, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Grafton to the Tweed.

Eichard Barling, Esq., licensed surveyor, sworn, and examined :—
2904. Chairman.'] What is your position in the Government service ? I am a licensed surveyor.
2905. A staff officer ? Ho ; but in charge of part of the Casino land district.
2906. You are stationed in the land district of Casino ? Yes. My district also includes part of the
Lismore land district. .
2907. Is the whole of the Casino land district in your charge? Ho; only the southern side of the 
river.
2908. And then on to Lismore? Ho, it does not reach Lismore ; it goes down as far as Woodburn ; as 
far as the coast—it is the county of Eichmond.
2909. You have been residing within the land district of Casino for about twenty years ? Quite that.
2910. Continuously for the whole of that time? Continuously.
2911. Have you a general knowledge of the land in this district ? I think so—as much as any man.
2912. You have been all over it? Over very nearly every part of it, except the far part, up the river— 
Mount Lindsay.
2913. Can you tell us what is the total area of the land district of Casino ? Something like 60 miles 
square.
2914. Tell us in acres ? Over 2,000,000 acres.
2915. Can you tell us how much of that has been alienated ? I daresay not half of it. I- daresay
1,000,000 would be unalienated—2,000,000 acres is an under-estimate. I have not the figures here.
2916. Where is the bulk of the conditionally-purchased land located ? It follows the main part of the 
river and its tributaries.
2917. The creeks ? Yes.

R. Barling, 
Esq.

28 Nov., 1889.

2918.
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2918. How far back from them does it go ? Taking the whole district of course the hack part ?
2919. I am asking you where the bulk of the selections are located ? On the banks of the rivers.
2920. How far back has that settlement extended from the rivers and from the arms of the rivers t

28 ov., 1 . g0lne places. _ „ Tj . ^ ,
2921. What is the furthest place back where there is any considerable settlement r it is settled between 
Ballina and Lismore—a distance of 18 miles.
2922. What do you call settled—alienated ? It is selected. _ . .
2923. Are they residential selections? Eesidential selections. It is also selected from Lismore to Casino,
on both sides of the road. . ■ .
2924. "For what purpose do the selectors generally use the land ? Bor agriculture and tor grazing. _
2925. Do they use it for agriculture to any great extent ? All along the rivers and creeks the land is 
used for agriculture.
2926. How do they get their produce away to market ? By the steamers—the steamers go to Lismore.

■ The people have to send their produce by drays to the difterent wharves, and the droghers take it from
. there to the steamers.

2927. And then it goes out of the Bichmond Biver heads? Yes. , o t • j
2928. What is the character of the bulk of the land about here—is it good agricultural land ? It is good
agricultural land on the northern side of the river—I am reckoning the south arm as the mam river and 
fora distance of 10 or 12 miles south of the river. .
2929. Are the lands held in large areas, or are they fairly well distributed ? Along the banks they are 
fairly well distributed. The agriculture is carried out in small areas. ■
2930. And when they get into the grazing districts ? They take 640 acres, or 1,280 acres with a lease.
2931. Are any of the lands now used for grazing fit for agricultural purposes ? Yes.
2932. Will the railway, if constructed here, bring those lands within a reasonable distance of a market.
Yes ; I have no hesitation in saying that.
2933. To any great extent? To a great extent. All the people now on the back creeks have no means ot 
getting to market. If the railway were constructed there would be double the settlement.
2934. I suppose the people who are so far back from the river use the land for grazing purposes because
they have no facilities for getting to market ? Yes. _ .
2935. I suppose those lands are not as good as the land close to the rivers ; but are they good agricultural 
lands ? On the banks of the creeks. The farther you get up the river the better it is.
2936. Is there any quantity of land reserved ? A great quantity. _ . .
2937. Close to the town ? Hot just close to the town itself, except within the population boundaries.
2938. Are there any reserves on the rivers and creeks ? Yes ; on the creeks there arc plenty, and there
is a large reserve on the Tenterfield line, "within 10 or 12 miles of the town thousands of acres of the 
best description. ,
2939. Is there any good timber in the back country you are speaking of ? Yes ; all kinds of the very best.
2940. If the railway were constructed, do you think that it would bring that timber to market ? Yes.
2941. How far would they have to haul it? Well, they are hauling cedar now for 40 miles. .
2942. Would they haul that by the railway ? It might pay to make a light line to bring it in.
2943. Do you know the route of the railway as laid out? Only on the rough.
2944. If the lands withiu the population area were thrown open for conditional purchase would they be 
taken up under the new Act, which provides that a few acres may he selected in that way ? Every hit of 
the land will he taken up.
2945. At how much per acre ? I should say at £3 or £4 an acre now, hut the smaller areas near the
town would be more valuable—£10 an acre. _ .
2946. That is within a short distance of the town? Yes. The larger reserves of which I was speaking 
are on the "western boundary of the counties of Bichmond and Bouse, and contain very valuable timber.

. 2947. You know the reserves running along the railway line from hero south to Grafton? Yes.
2948. All that land has been open for years ; these are only recent reserves ? The land has been reserved 
for the last five years.
2949. The whole qf it ? I fancy so. Some of the reserves were made in 1881.; the others might he a
little later. _
2950. Are these railway reserves ? The chief part are railway reserves.
2951. There is a great deal of unalicnated land to the south of Casino, and to the east of Myrtle Creek, 
right out to the coast ? Yes.
2952. Those lands are unalienated ? Yes. _ _ _
2953. Is the country different there—is it good, had, or indifferent ? Bellowing the creeks it would he 
good. There are portions you see picked out on the creeks.
2954. Very few portions as compared with the total area of the country to the east of Myrtle Creek? Yes. 
You must hear in mind that the leasehold areas have cut up this land so that it cannot he selected. Every 
hit of the resumed areas has been taken up since it was thrown open. A portion of Myrtle Creek is in the 
resumed area, and it has all been selected on the "Wyon Bun.
2955. These leases will all fall in next year ? Yes ; I understand so. •
2956. Do you think there will he a rush for the land then? Yes. I have heard of several who have 
looked out land in the leasehold areas already.
2957. What is the value of these lands now 'in the leasehold area of that particular run ? 25s. an acre,
to take up a selection. .
2958. I am asking you what they would he honestly worth if put into the market—the unalienated land
and reserves ? In their present state I should not put them down as worth more than 25s. an acre. I 
would put that as the upset price. ■
2959. What about the reserves near Casino—what are they worth per acre ? £4 or £5, and £10 close
to the town.
2960. Within the population boundary ? Yes. _ _ _
2961. Is that the largest value that you would put upon any of the reserves in the Casino land district— 
£5 an acre ? ]fes, at the present time.
2962. Without the railway ? Yes,
2963. And the unalienated lands within the leasehold areas of the runs you say are now worth 25s. an
acre ? Yes. 2964.

PAELIAMENTAM STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBMC WOEKS.SO
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2984. Supposing a railway were constructed to Casino, what would be the value of the unalienated land 
within the reserves and leasehold areas in the land district of Casino ? The value would he more than 

' doubled within 10 miles on each side of the railway. •
2965. The reserves between Casino and Grafton seem to be pretty extensive? Tes, they are.
2966. Would you apply the same value to the lands right through to Grafton which you do to those 
around Casino ? Tes. I should put their value at double what it is now if the railway were made. If 
they are worth £5 an acre now they ought to be worth double that if a railway were made.
2967. Is the land, as you go further south, as valuable as the land round Casino ? bio.
2968. It is poor country ? Without following the watercourses. The road itself goes through the very 
worst of it.
2969. The good country which is unalienated and fit for agricultural settlement is on the creehs ? Tes.
2970. Tou have some idea of what it is proposed to spend in these districts at the Clarence Eiver Heads, 
the Eichmond Eiver Heads, Byron Bay, and on this railway;—do you not think that in the interests of the 
country these lands should all be reserved until a determination has been arrived at with regard to the 
construction of these works. I am not speaking of the interests of the district, or of the present land
owners who want land ? I do not think it would be in the interests of the country to reserve all the 
land; though it might be reserved within a certain distance of the railway.
2971.. Take the reserves—do you think that any of them should be thrown open before railway commu
nication is given, if it is to be given ? Hot until it is decided whether the railway will be made.
2972. Would they be of as great value when it was decided that the railway should be made as if the
railway were made ? If it is once decided to make the railway their value is made. . .
2973. Do you think the value will be. as great when it is decided to construct the railway, but before tho 
railway is constructed, as it will be after the railway as constructed ? It will double the value now, and 
it might give ten times the value to the portions remaining.
2974. Do you not think that the country should get a fair value from the land to recoup the expenditure 
on these public works ? Tes.
2975. It would not do any injury to anyone, except the land-grabbers, to reserve the land ? I think not 
within a distance of the railway.
2976. Take Myrtle and Myall Creeks ? I think they ought not to be reserved. They would bring popula
tion, and the population would give traffic to the railway. ~
2977. Then there is not population enough for a railway at the present time ? Tes; but this country
would be a feeder to the railway. -
2978. Would not the country get the enhanced value of these lands better after the works were carried
out than before ? I think not. -
2979. M)\ Cov.] I think you mentioned that you expect that a large amount of land will be taken up as 
soon as the leasehold areas fall in ? Tes. '
2980. Do these leasehold areas contain much valuable land ? Tes. The land is of just as much value as 
that which is already taken up.
2981. As a rule, are they more valuable than the resumed areas ? Ho ; I think not. They are about the
same. ,
2982. "W hen the leasehold areas fall in, where do you think the greater settlement will probably take 
place up the river, or between the Eichmond and the Clarence ? Dp the river from here.
2983. That is really the most valuable land ? Tes, up the river.
2984. So that next year the population wdll probably settle up the river above Casino ? Tes.
29So. Consequently a railway from Casino to the coast would help those people very considerably ? Tes.
2986. At the present time there is .very little agriculture carried on in this neighbourhood for want of a 
market ? For want of means of transit.
2987. Do you think the railway would give better means of taking the produce to market than the present 
river gives ? The communication is so uncertain at the present time. We have to depend upon the 
droghers, and the channel gets blocked up by every flood. Hone of the ocean steamers can come up here.
2988. Tou think that speedy communication by rail wdth the coast, although perhaps not cheaper than 
the river traffic, would be largely availed of, because of its greater certainty ? Tes, in a great many 
cases, especially for perishable goods. Of course it would not be used for heavy timber.
2989. Where do you think is the proper part of the coast to take the railway to ? I think that the rail- 
vray, as I see it marked on the plan, would feed all the rivers. Lismore is the head of navigation for 
ocean boats, and the railway would feed that place, and, if Byron Bay wras made a port of call for 
steamers, it would also feed it; but the Casino traffic would not pass Lismore and go to Byron Bay—it 
would go down its own river. .
2990. 1 herefore the advantages of a railway between Casino and Lismore would be to give speedy and
safe traffic for all produce going down the river ? Tes. *
2991. Is that in the event of the Eichmond Heads being made available for larger steamers ? Even if 
there was no more done there a great deal would go out of the Eichmond Heads.
2992. Is there much traffic between the Eichmond and the Clarence ? There is passenger traffic between 
the Eichmond and the Clarence ? Lawrence is our port on the Clarence.
2993. Does much produce go to Lawrence to be'shipped? Hone from here, but if the railway were 
constructed it would feed the Clarence at one end and the Eichmond at the other.
2994. When this expected influx of population to the heads of the Eichmond takes place, they are not 
likely to send their produce to the Clarence ? Ho, I should think not.
2995. Is there a large amount of passenger traffic between the two rivers ? Hot very large. Since we 
have had more certain steam communication half the passenger traffic has gone through the Eichmond 
Heads. Formerly the whole of the passenger traffic went by the Clarence.
2996. la the event of the Eichmond Eiver Heads being made more available for traffic, there would be 
little chance of any produce from this river going there ? I think so.
2997. In the event of a railway being constructed between Casino and Grafton, what are the prospective 
profits how would they arise ? The land all along the line which is fit for agriculture would be settled, 
and half of the produce would go to the Clarence and half to the Eichmond.
2998. But that settlement would not take place until all the superior land on the heads of the rivere was 
taken up ? I think it would take place at the same time in one part, but not so readily. I say that that 
is where the rush would be—up the river.

2 (a)—L

R. Barling, 
Esq.

28 Nov., 1889.

2999.



452

2099. I am to infer from what you say that if a railway were made anywhere it would create a certain 
amount of traffic ? It would create a certain amount, but you must have the land. _
8000. Is the whole of the land between Casino and Grafton available for settlement—would it support a 

28 »ov., 1889. gQHgijjejabie population ? I have been over the whole of it, as far as my own district is concerned, to 
40 miles from here, but I would not answer for the other part. _
3001. What I want to gather from you is, whether the land is of sufficient value to warrant the railway
being made, or whether, the railway being made, the land, though inferior, would be taken up because of 
it ? It is inferior along the road, but on the creeks it is not. People passing along the road say,—“ Oh, 
this is very poor country ; it will never pay a railway but on the banks of the creeks there are thou
sands of acres that would be productive. #
3002. Those lands are not productive now, because of the want of means of transit ? Tes.
3003. Chairman^] Looking at the map, you can see how the land has been alienated on the Tweed and on 
the Richmond for a considerable distance back ? Tes. But I said that all the country between Ballina 
and Lismore was taken up.
3004. And away to the north the land has been alienated at the back of the mountains where there are 
none of these w'atercourses ? Tes, but that is in prospect of having some means of transit.
30U5. The same thing might apply to the country between here and the Clarence—how is it that so much of 
the country has remained unoccupied ? The good was picked up first—the worst is always left to the last.
3006. Does not that rather go to show that the land on the Tweed, and on the Bichmond back from the 
creeks, is superior to the land back from the Clarence and between here and that river ? I would not say

• that.
3007. Do you know the country at all ? Tes, back from the Tweed.

• 3008. Do you know the distance from here to Grafton P 70 miles. _
3009. Sixty-two and a half miles by railway, and the railway is estimated to cost £776,000; the annual
charge on it will be £23,280;—is there any possibility of that being paid. The working expenses are 
generally another 3^ per cent., so that the total charge on the line would be about 7 per cent.;—do you 
think that if the railway were constructed, and all these lands thrown open, the line would even pay its 
interest ? I think not. To stay at one place, at Grafton, I think not. _ .
3010. What would make it pay interest P If it was part of a national coast railway, when it was con
tinued it might pay, but I should advocate its joining the main line somewhere. I should only look upon 
it as a feeder to the rivers at the present time. _ .
3011. The non-settlement of the land by the people before 1884 goes to show that it was not worth taking

’ up? The rush has set in during the last few years. _
3012. Do you know how the population has increased during the past five years ? I could not say. I
have known it this twenty years. ... .
3013. Mr.Garrard.~\ Have you any land of your own in this district ? I have a little near the town.
3014. What area ? About 400 acres freehold, and 640 conditionally purchased.
3015. In what direction is your land ? Dp the river. Within the municipality and up the river, about 4
miles out. .
3016. The distance from Lismore to Grafton is about 80 miles ? More than that—GO miles.
3017. Tou think that half way between Lismore and Grafton the trade would go to Lismore, and for the 
other half it would go to Grafton ? Tes ; that is my idea.
3018. Do you know the route of the line between Casino and Grafton ? Tes.
3019. Do you think it is the best route that could be taken to serve the grea,test number of people and the 
largest area of good land ;—would you go further east or west ? No ; I think it is as well where it is.
3020. To tap the rich lands on the creeks ? Tes. I think they could all come on to the line laid down on
the map. ^ r o tvt • •
3021. Is the land between here and Lawrence better than that between here and Grafton ? No ; it is
the same. .
3022. Tou think that the line between here and Grafton could not be improved? No; I do not think 
that it could. I do not know that you could tap any richer land by moving it.
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They send it via Irvington. 
Government wharf is—it is about 2 miles

Coraki ?

Brederick Burgess Gulley, Esq., Mayor of Casino, sworn and examined:—
Mr. Garrard.'] What is your occupation ? I am a storekeeper.
Tou are also mayor of the borough ? Tes. _
How long have you resided in the Casino district ? Eourteen years.
Has there been much progress made in the district during that time,? Tes, great progress. _ _
Where do the people at the present time find a market for their produce ? Sydney is the principal

market. ,
3028. Do they send it down the river from here or from Lismore ?
3029. That is on the main river ? Tes. That is where j1 ~ ^ 
from Casino.
3030. At present you have to tranship your inward and outward goods to the ocean steamers at
Yes. .
3031. Do you think that if the railway were constructed people would use it at all ? I do.
3032. Where would be their port of shipment then ? Eor the portion of the district betiveen here and
Myrtle Creek, Casino would be the port of shipment; and beyond that, Grafton. .
3033. Then the railway would only get the 20 miles of traffic between Myrtle Creek and Casino . Casino 
would get the whole of the traffic perhaps as far as Myall Creek.
3034. That would be brought to Casino ? Tes.
3035. Then put into droghers and taken to Coraki, and transhipped into the ocean steamers ? _ No; that
is the present mode of doing things ; but there is no doubt that if a railway were constructed it would be 
largely used instead of the droghers. _
3036. Where to ? Very probably a portion of the traffic would go to Lismore and to Byron Bay.
3037. If the railway were constructed, produce, instead of being sent out from Casino by the south arm, 
would go on to Lismore for shipment to Sydney and other outports ; or would it go by Grafton ? It 
would go to Sydney by Lismore. It would certainly not go by Grafton except from south of Myall Creek.

3038*
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3038. Ton would look upon Lismore as your deep seaport ? Tes.
3039. And all the trade to the south of Myall or Myrtle Creek would find its way to Grrafton ? I thiok so.
3040. How far is Myall Creek from here—south P About 30 miles.
3041. Boughly half way to Grrafton? Tes.
3042. Half of the district between this and Grrafton would find its market at Grrafton, and the other half
at Lismore ? Tes. '
3043. Do you know the country between here and Lismore? Tes.
3044. Is the soil good ?' In comparison with that in other portions of the district we consider it only third 
rate, but in comparison with other parts of the country it is very fair land.
3045. In comparison with the brush land it is very poor, but in comparison with other parts of the Colony
it is average land ? Tes. ,
3016. There is a large amount of good land still available for settlement ? Tes.
3017. I suppose it would naturally be taken up before this comparatively poor land ? Tes, but I know 
for a fact that there are a great number of persons waiting for the leases to be thrown open, and when they 
are thrown open there will be a great deal of competition.
3018. Chairman?^ Tou mean in the number of applications—there can be no other competition ? Tes.
3049. Mr. Garrard.~\ Do you get any of your goods via Grafton or Lawrence? No.
3050. No produce is sent that way ? No.
3051. Tou send it via Coraki ? Tes.
3052. Do you think that if the railway were constructed there would be a large increase in the quantity 
of land put under cultivation ? I do.
3053. What is the principal product in this part of the district—within a radius of 10 miles of Casino ? 
Maize and dairy produce.
3054. Dairying is a recently established industry ? Quite recent.
3055. Is it being developed very largely ? It will be a very important industrv—one of the most
important in a few years. ”
3056. It is absolutely necessary for the development of that industry that the produce should have speedy 
transit to market ? Tes.

F. B. Gulley, * 
Esq.

28 Nov., 1889.

3057. Have you, during your residence in Casino, suffered much from the detention of goods iu or out, 
through the bad state of the bar ? We have suffered severely. To give you an instance that came under 
my Own notice. Some years ago I happened to be at Ballina, and I saw thirty-seven sailing vessels 
and two steamers—the “ Susannah Cuthbert,” the only steamer then trading to the river, and an 
auxiliary screw steamer called the “Examiner”.—in all thirty-nine vessels, detained there. Some had 
been bar-bound for four months, and the “ Susannah Cuthbert” was bar-bound for six weeks. I went to 
Sydney in her. A great number of these vessels had maize and perishable cargoes on board, and when 
they arrived in Sydney the cargoes were perfectly worthless.
3058. Tou are speaking of what happened many years ago ;—have you during the last five years suffered 
any serious loss from the detention of goods at the Heads, or outside ? Tes, repeatedly.
3059. Would it not be better in the interests of this district if you were connected with the Clarence, 
where there is deeper water, than with this river, where you are subject to so much loss ? Certainly not. 
We contend that when 'the improvements at the bar are carried out we shall have all we want in the shape 
of river accommodation.
3060. Tou have so much confidence in Sir John Coode, and in the common sense of the Committee who 
recommended the work, that you think that the port will become a good one ? Tes:
3061. Lismore will be your shipping place then ? Tes, for the great bulk of the produce.
3062. Do you think it would retard the district at all if all the unalienated lands were withdrawn from 
sale until a railway was constructed ? lam afraid it would.
3063. Do you not think that the country should get the benefit of the increased value that would naturally 
arise from the construction of the railway ? I am inclined to think that they would to a great extent. 
3061. The unalienated land should not be absolutely withdrawn from sale during that time ? No, I think 
not. I am quite satisfied that when it is known for a certainty, that we shall get a railway from Grafton 
to the Tweed a very large area of land now lying idle will be utilised, and the railway used.
3065. So far as you are concerned to Lismore ? Just so. There will be a very large influx of population 
from all parts of the Colony.
3066. A railway to Grafton is out of your consideration;—it is a railway to Lismore that you want,
because you tell us that from 30 miles south of Casino the produce will come to Lismore ? I am of 
opinion that it will. .
3037. How long has Casino been incorporated ? About ten years.
3068. What has been the growth of the population and the rates during that time? The population, J 
should say, is three times as large now as it wa.s when the town was incorporated.
3069. Tou had 500 inhabitants when you were incorporated ? About that.
3070. And you have 1,500 now ? About that.
3071. What is the growth of rates ? The rates now are about double as much as they were at first.
3072. What is your annual rate now ? About £800. That, of course, does not include the subsidy.
3073. Tou have outgrown the subsidy, except by special favour of Parliament? Tes.
3074. Mr. Cox.~\ In making a railway, although there may not be a prospect of the country being 
immediately reimbursed the large expenditure which it incurs, there must be a fairly immediate prospect 
of the railway paying ; all matters of this kind must be conducted, as far as possible, on commercial 
principles ? Tes, I am aware of that.
3075. Would the Government be justified in expending very large sums of money unless they saw a 
prospect of the works paying for themselves in the immediate future ? I think not. •
3076. A railway between Casino and Lismore would be 17|- miles long; and would cost £10,000 or £11,000 
per mile; the interest on that would be Sj per cent., and the working expenses 31 per cent., in all 7 per 
cent.; do you think there is any immediate prospect of an amount of money necessary to pay the interest 
and'working expenses being "obtained from a railway between these two places? I think that within a 
reasonable time the line would pay.
3077. What would be the-chief products that the line would foster, and develops in this district?" The 
dairying industry would perhaps be the principal.
3078: What would be the produce of the dairies ? Butter and cheese largely. 3079.
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B. Gulley, 3079. Do you think there would be sufficient butter and cheese made to warrant the construction of a 
line to carry it to market ? ]NTot solely for it.

28 Nov 1889 What other produce would there be ? There is a large quantity of maize grown on the south arm.
’’ ’ There is more maize grown in the vicinity of Casino than on any part of the river. •

3081. In the event of a large settlement taking place when the leasehold areas are thrown open it would 
tend no doubt to a still larger production P It would ; there is no question about that.
3082. Then would come in the cost to the farmer; would the cost of railway traffic be so heavy as to 
prevent a farmer from getting any fair return for his labour ? If the rates were at all reasonable he 
would get a fair return.
3083. With the present scale of charges do you think that a railway would induce farmers to grow grain? 
I think so. There is a large quantity of unalienated land suitable for wheat growing, and I believe that 
if they could get the wheat to market readily a great quantity of it would be grown up the river on what 
is known as the Upper Eichmond.
3084. Would it pay to carry timber down by railway? I think it would. There is a large quantity of 
valuable timber between this and Myall Creek—a very large quantity ; and within a radius of 20 miles 
from Casino there are thousands of pine trees—some millions of feet of pine, w hich, no doubt, if there 
wrere a railway, would be brought into Casino.
3085. Do you think the railway would compete with the water carriage between Casino and Coraki for 
timber ? That is doubtful.
3086. Then you think it is very doubtful that there would he any traffic in wocd on the proposed line ? 
At present, of course. There is a great demand for piles for the Melbourne and other markets. There 
are a great quantity of trees suitable for that purpose between this and Myall Creek, and I think it 
would pay to cut them if there were a railway. At present they are almost valueless.
3087. Presuming that you are right in your expectation that eventually a large population will bo settled 
on the heads of the streams running into the Richmond, and that the heavy produce that will be brought 
down by rail, do you think that that would also take place if a railway were constructed between Casino 
and Grafton ? I do.
3088. What could be produced in that country that wmuld warrant the very large expenditure that w'ould
be incurred in making the railway ? There is a lot of unalienated land to be taken up, and a large portion 
of that land is suitable for cultivation. As I stated before, the balance of it must necessarily go to 
Grafton. The rest of it would come to Casino from about midway. ’
3089. Do you think the people would settle there at the same time that people were settling on what we 
hear are richer lands on the heads of the rivers and creeks? I feel confident that they would.
3090. Only because of the railway ? Simply because" of the railway. If the railway is not constructed a 
large quantity of this land will not be taken up for many years to come.
3091. And the probable receipts of this line from Casino to Grafton would be halved between the two 
towns, and would come from farm produce and timber ? Yes ; there would he a large quantity of timber.
3092. Sufficient to pay the working expenses and a fair interest on the capital ? There would be hides
and tallow, and lots of things. There are a large number of cattle in this neighbourhood, in fact this is 
where nearly all the cattle are reared. '
3093. Chairman.'] It is proposed to start a railway from Grafton. It runs out from there 25 miles into 
what is known as the Clarence forest reserve No. 1. That place is about 10 miles distant from Lawrence. 
What is to be gained by taking the line this 25 miles;—you must bear in mind that the whole of these 
settlers arc in reach of the river ? As I understand it this railway is part of a scheme for a north coast 
line.
3094. We are inquiring into a proposal to construct a railway from Grafton to the Tweed ? If the line 
were part of a Great Northern coast railway, then it would have to go to Grafton.
3095. Then we would only be justified in taking it to Grafton in the event of the line being part of a 
north coast railway ? That would greatly affect the matter.
3096. The line passes almost alongside the farms situated on the banks of the river or close to the river. 
If this is only to he a line to the Clarence is there any justification for taking it to Graftou when it could 
go to Lawrence ? No.
3097. If the object of the railway is only to feed a port on the Clarence, from which produce could be 
taken to Sydney by water, would it not be better to find that port at Lawrence rather than at Grafton, 
and thus save 15 miles of railway ? I think it would.

Frederick George Crouch, Esq., storekeeper, sworn, and examined:—
E. G. Crouch, 3098. Mr. Cox.] What are you ? I am a storekeeper, residing in Casino.

Esq. 3099. How many years have you been residing here ? I have been here nearly fourteen years, and I
---- ' resided on the Clarence about ten years previous to my coming here.

28 Nov., 1889. gqoO. Have you any interests still on the Clarence ? I have some small interest on the Clarence. My 
chief interest is on the Richmond. ■ '
3101. Do you own any large extent of land in this district ? Principally town and suburban land, and 
one or two farms.
3102. No agricultural land ? One or two farms.
3103. Do you farm them yourself ? No, I do not—they are leased.
3104. I presume that you are fairly well acquainted with the district round here ? I am thoroughly well 
acquainted with it, I think.
3105. You know its capabilities and potentialities ? Its capabilities are immense, and it has progressed 
by leaps and hounds since I have been acquainied with it.
3106. Have you any statistics to show the trade of Casino ? They will he submitted by a later witness.
3107. In the event of a railway being constructed between this place and Lismore, and continued thence 
to Byron Bay, do you think it could successfully compete against the river traffic ? I do. I consider 
that in the near future the Richmond must seek the markets of the world rather than a local market for 
her produce.
3108. In that case you would ship it in larger vessels? I think that ultimately that would have to be
done. At present it is taken by the droghers to Coraki, and there transhipped again into comparatively 
small vessels. 3109.
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3109. If you wanted to trade with the outside world, and Byron Bay were made a safe port, would you G- Crouch, ,»»*•
ship there ? I think that that must come about in the near future. ■Es<l- *
3110. Do you anticipate that there will be a large settlement next year, when the leasehold areas will he ' B A TT'
thro'wn open for selection ? I anticipate confidently that there will be a large accession of population. 0T'’ "
Already people are coming to the district, and selection is going on to a large extent, as can be proved by
the Land Office records. The immense area of good agricultural land that is now simply held for grazing 
purposes will, as time goes on, be brought under cultivation.
3111. As a man who has lived here for some time, and who has represented the district in Parliament,
you must know that a railway" is not payable if taken to a pastoral district ? Certainly ; hut the present 
and previous Governments have constructed railways to carry wool. ■
3112. m the event of the country above Casino being held for purely pastoral purposes, or even for 
dairying purposes, do you think that it would support a railway" ? Dairying will not be the only industry.
We can produce fruits, tobacco, hay, and wheat, on the ridges" "
3113. Do you think these things will be produced? Yes, to a very large extent, if facilities are afforded 
when once the settlement comes.
3114. What do you know of the country between this and Grafton ? I have traversed it repeatedly.
3115. What kind of country is it? By comparison with other parts of the country where railways have 
been constructed, good.
3116. Chairman Do you include in that category Bourke and Hay? Yes. I speak comparatively. As
pointed, out by Mr. G-ulley, this land, compared with our richer scrub lands, is inferior ; but, compared 
.with land in other parts of the Colony, where railways have been constructed, and which is known to 
be fair average land, it is good. .
3H7. Mr. Cox.~\ After you leave the banks of the Clarence, according to the map, comparatively little 
land is taken up ? Ho agricultural produce could be made to pay there, because the land carriage would 
be excessive. '
3118. How is it that all the land on both sides of the Richmond have been taken up—the circumstances 
there are the same ? It is better land.
3119. But your argument is, that this land has not been taken up because there is no access to market;
but the other land has been taken up, where there is no access ? Yes ; but there is no comparison between 
the two. The land which has been taken up between here and G rat ton has been taken up for grazing 
purposes principally. -
3120. Would it pay to run a railway through that country, if it is to be used merely for grazing 
purposes ? I think that is questionable. I think that a good portion of the land that is not now used 
for any hut grazing purposes will be used for agricultural purposes—that is, on the banks of the creeks.
On Myall and Myrtle Creeks there is excellent land, and on Deep Creek there is magnificent land, both 
up and down—scrub land, too. *
3121. Probably only half the produce from that land would come to Casino ? Only one-half. It would 
certainly not come from beyond Myall Creek.
3122. The other would, go to Grafton? Yes.
3123. Do you think that the traffic would he sufficient to warrant a very large expenditure on the
railway? It must always be borne in mind, I think, that this will be part and parcel of the north coast 
line, vhich nas been spoken of with some-degree of authority by Sir Henry Parkes, and bv previous 
Premiers. '
3124. That is not the question which we are considering now. Do you think that the country wrould be 
warranted in making this line, presuming that there was to be no extension. What traffic would there be 
in the event of a line being constructed from Casino to Gfrafton, except the produce raised on the banks 
of the creeks. There is a large amount of timber there ? Yes, a large amount of timber—hardwood.
ironbark, and so on that would find its way to market. It is now being carted to Lawrence and to the '
Richmond. '
3125. Do you think that they would take that to Grafton and ship it from there, rather than to Lawrence ?
I think so, because the difference of transit, when you once have the timber on the line, is so trifling 
compared with the shipping and transhipping, that I think it would go to Grafton.
3126. If the produce from the country between the two rivers was to he taken to the nearest port, do 
you. not think that Lawrence, which is very much nearer than Grafton, would be the most desirable 
place to take it ? There is a difficulty about taking the line to Lawrence, because, if it were intended to 
go^further south, the cost of bridging the Clarence there would be an insuperable obstacle.
3127. But leaving that out of the question? Certainly Lawrence is the nearer port of the two, but
there are other considerations which would govern the direction of the line. ’
3128. It is your opinion, at any rate, that a railway constructed between Casino and Lismore would pay ?
I am satisfied that it would in a very few years. '
3129. And you believe that it would develop a very large trade in years to come, especially if Byron Bay 
were made a harbour ? Yes, I have no hesitation in saying so. Ihere is one industry that has not yet 
been alluded to, and that is the frozen-meat industry. We have at the present time something like
160,000 horned cattle in the district. Fat cattle were now taken from the district, and trucked at Tenter- 
field, and if the Government offered facilities, in the way of freezing-chambers and freezing-depots at 
Darling Harbour, the intercolonial trade would, in the near future, be a very important industry, and we 
should probably ship carcases to England in very large numbers.
3130. Mr. Qarrard.~\ You made a comparison just now between the land between this and Grafton and 
that in other parts of the Colony--you have a knowledge of other parts of the Colony ? Yes.
3131. To what part of the colony would you liken the land hefween here and Grafton—to Bowral, the 
south coast, or where ? _ You are taking the best parts of the Colony.
3132. To Bourke ? This land is very much superior to that. “
3133. Do you know the rainfall at Jerilderie? I do not know it exactly, but I know that ours is large 
and regular—40 or 50 inches annually.
3134. Jerilderie does not get more than 25 or 30 inches ? I suppose it does not.

. 3135. If Jerilderie only got 25 inches per annum, while you got from 25 io 40 even though your land 
was not better in quality than the land at Jerilderie, would not Iho rainfall make it much better? Yes, 
undoubtedly. ■

3136.



456

S'. G-. Crouch, 3136. Therefore, the fact of your having a better rainfall would place the land between here and Grrafton 
in a better position than similar parts of the Colony where the rainfall was less? Precisely. I have 

28 Nov 1889 ^een ^ie district fourteen years, and we really have not known what a drought is. With facilities 
' for regular communication, I have no hesitation in saying that the district will go ahead.

3137. Can you tell me what is the cost of conveying a ton of produce by the Clarence ? Prom Sydney 
to the Clarence ?
3138. Tes ? There is a difference of about 2s. 6d. per ton deadweight in the freight between Sydney and 
the Richmond and Sydney and the Clarence, and of about 3d. per bag with maize.
3139. If we have been told that the average freight to the Clarence was 15s. 6d., and that to the 
Richmond 17s. Od., is that correct ? Approximately.
3140. Do the people of Casino have to pay more freight than the people of Lismore pay? We have to 
pay additional freight, to compensate for the drogherage.
3141. What does it cost you to take your goods to Sydney by Coraki ? Por dead weight we pay from £1

_ to 25s. a ton. Plour is carried at a different rate from that at which other heavy articles are carried.
3142. You expect that in a few years you will have the market of the world open to you, and that you 
will have to go to Byron Bay to ship your goods ;—do you know the distance between Casino and Byron 
Bay ? About 46 miles.
3143. And the nearest point of the Clarence—Lawrence ? About 50 miles.
3144. I suppose you are aware that the freight from Byron Bay is more than the freight from the
Clarence ? Not a great deal more. •
3145. Pive shillings ? About five shillings.
3146. Do you not think that it would be better to avail yourselves of the good navigable waters of the 
Clarence, if you have only to convey your goods a few miles further, than to pay the increased freight 
from Byron Bay. Do you think that the G-overment would be justified, seeing that the Clarence is so 
near to you, in spending £242,000 in making a harbour at Byron Bay ? My reason for saying so is this: 
I think the produce of the district must so increase in the course of a few years that the present class 
of vessels trading here would be unequal to it—we must have vessels of a larger draft.
3147. The Clarence at present has vessels with a draft of 16 to 18 feet of water? No vessel drawing 
over 13 feet could reach Grafton.
3148. Sixteen feet of water ? We have that on the Richmond.
3149. You are aware that vessels drawing 15 feet of water can and do use the Clarence River ? No, I 
am not aware of it. The Clarence River steamers draw from 10 to 12 feet.
3150. Are you aware that with Sir John Coode’s improvements it is anticipated that vessels drawing from 
18 to 20 feet will come into the Clarence ? They may enter the Clarence, but I question whether they 
will get to Grafton.
3151. Would you be surprised to learn that there are no bars which could not be dredged, so that vessels 
could get to Grrafton ? I know a little about it, and I say that it would be some time before vessels 
drawing 16 or 18 feet of water would get to Grafton.
3152. There are no obstacles but what could be removed by dredging ? No. The river could be dredged.
3153. Do you think the Government would be justified not only in improving the Richmond and the 
Clarence, but also in making a harbour at Byron Bay ? In view of the connection at Byron Bay, 
certainly—that'must come about, in my opinion.
3154. Taking it in its narrowest aspect, which is before the Committee now, the connection between 
Grafton and the Tweed, do you think the Government would be justified not only in making this railway 
at a cost of about £200,000, but also in constructing a breakwater at Byron Bay at a cost of £242,000 ? 
Yes. Byron Bay is in the centre of a very large and rich district.
3155. Do you think the Government would be justified in expending money on the four public works 
that I have mentioned ? I do, in view of the advantages that will accrue from the expenditure.
3156. And the future north coast line, and line to the Tableland, which you cannot get rid of ? I think 
that must come about. I find that the rate of freight between Sydney and Grafton is 15s. a ton.
3157. That is dead weight ? Yes. The freight from Sydney to Casino, including droghers and so on, 
is 25s. a ton.
3158. What is it to Lismore—do you know ? Lismore, I think, pays £1 a ton ; but I am not quite certain.
3159. Can you give us any information as to what the freight is to Byron Bay ? Only from hearsay. I 
have no knowledge of it, but I have been told that it is £1.

86 PARLIAMENT ABF STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

Mr. John Charles Irving, pastoralist, sworn, and examined :—
Chairman?^ Where do you reside ? At Tomki.
How far from Casino ? 5J miles. .
Have you been a resident there for any length of time ? Since 1865.
What pursuits have you been following ? Pastoral pursuits.
In connection with cattle stations ? Yes ; I have been managing a cattle station.
You have done nothing in the agricultural line ? Only in connection with the station.

3166. What do you wish to tell the Committee in connection with this railway;—-what information can 
you give ? I have no wish to give any evidence ; but I shall be very glad to answer any question which 
you like to ask me.
3167. Where do you find your markets for fat cattle ;—I suppose that it is only fat cattle that you send
away ? Pat cattle mostly. I am a buyer of store cattle. Sydney is the principal market—that is, if the 
prices are high; if not, Ramornie is. '
3168. Those are the meat-preserving works ? Yes.
3169. If the railway were constructed in what way would it be to the advantage of the graziers of the 
district ? It would benefit them largely—indirectly, if not directly.
3170. B y bringing population to the district ? Yes.
3171. B ut it would not open up any other than the local markets. Would it assist you to get your produce 
away ? I have no doubt that it would.
3172. Do you think that that would be a source of profit which may be fairly reckoned upon if the rail
way is made ? I should say so. ‘
3173. Have you ever gone into the question of the carriage of stock on the railway ? I cannot say that'I
have. 3174.

Mr. 3160. 
J-C. Irving,

28 Nov., 1889.

3164.
3165.
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3174. Do you know that there is no profit whatever made from it, or nest to none ? Do you mean as far 
as the railway is concerned ?
3175. Tes ? ISTo ; I cannot say that I am aware of that.
3176. If that is so you can hardly take into consideration the carriage of stock? Tes.
3177. All the runs in this Eastern Division will be thrown open to selection some time next year ? T 
believe so.
3178. Do you think that when these runs are throwm open there will he any greater advance in the settle
ment of the district ? I do most certainly.
3179. And the reserves, I presume, are looked upon longingly by a great number of persons at the present 
time? Tery much so indeed.
3180. Do you not think it would be to the interests of the country to keep the reserves locked up until it
is determined whether the railway should be constructed or not ? I think it is a good precaution to take 
to keep reserves in every part of the Colony, and not to have every part of the land thrown open to 
selection ? .

Mr. _
J. C. Irving.

28 Nov., 1889.

•3181. "We have been told of one reserve in the locality of Byron Bay of 4,000 acres, which, if the.railway 
were constructed and the harbour made, it is estimated would bring £80,000; if the proposed works were 
earried out, do you not think that the value of the lands in the district would be enormously increased.? 
Of course it would.
3182. And that that would assist in paying for the construction of the works ? Tes.
3183. Tou knowr that we are nearly empting the Treasury into this district at the present time ? At last 
it is spoken of spending some money here.
3184. Do you not think that it would be a wise policy to keep back the alienated land from sale until an 
enhanced value had been given to it by the construction of these works ? Most certainly.
3185. Do you know the Tweed Eiver district? No. I have been to Byron Bay and to the Brunswick,
but I have never been from there to the Tweed. “
3186. Erom the Brunswick south the bulb of the country is good agricultural land? The bulk' of the
land is very good indeed. *
3187. Down to Lismore, and there is a good deal of good land about here ? A great deal.
3188. Equal to that which we see about Lismore? I think so—yes.
3189. Do you think the area is as great ? There is a very large extent of good land both about Lismore
and about this place. .
3190. Passing on to G-rafton—if you look at the map you will-see that the country in the Bichmond 
district is alienated from the coast right back almost to New England, and on the hanks of the Clarence ; 
do you know the country between Casino and the Clarence ? Tes.
3191. Do you know it further out west, towards the New England district, in the county of Drake ? Not
very far out. I have been out part of the way. I know it to about Drake. ‘
3192. Is it not a fact that land there has remained unalienated because the character of the soil makes it 
unfit for small settlers ? Not entirely. To some extent it is. Tt is not taken up because of the want of 
communication.
3193. Does not that exist in a tenfold greater degree in the big scrub ? That is nearer the river than up 
here.
3194. What about their facilities for getting to market; there there is a dense scrub through which
everything has to be packed ? If any one went far in. '
3195. Within 15 miles of Lismore we are told that everything that is taken into or brought out from a 
number of these selections is packed on horseback, and yet that country is taken up ? I know that that 
used to be true; but I should say that it is a little overdrawn at the present time.
3196. We have had it on oath from not one witness but several ? There may be some isolated parts in 
which it is necessary to do it.
3197. What is the character of the country near Casino ? Open forest country. "
3198. Iron bark country ? It varies very much. There is some iron bark, some scrub country, some 
sandy, and some spotted gum ridges.
3199. Assuming that the railway is only being constructed for the purpose of affording facilities to 
settlers to get to a port, is there any reason why it should go into Grafton rather than to Lawrence;—if 
it went to Grafton would it make both the railway journey and the water journey longer? It would be 
much more advantageous and cheaper to take the railway to Lawrence—that is, if it is merely a question 
of taking aline to the Clarence.
3200. Of course, if this is to be a north coast line, Grafton is the best place at which to cross the river ? 
Undoubtedly.

V*-.

Mr. Bobert Pyers, timber merchant, sworn and examined :—
3201. Mr. Cox.'] Have you been long a resident of this district ? About nine years. Mri
3202. From where did you come? From Grafton. . E. Pyers.
3203. How long did you reside in Grafton ? About nine years. . /——n
3204. What caused you to change your residence from Grafton to Casino ? I was in the timber trade at Hov., 1889. 
the time, and I found that I could do better here than on the Clarence. That is what brought me here.
3205. Is that your occupation now—timber getting ? I am an auctioneer and timber dealer.
3206. Have you any land ? I have no land.
3207. Tou have had no experience of carrying timber by railway, I presume? No, none whatever.
3208. Tou either carry your timber to market by waggon or by water? Tes.
,3209. For what distance can you afford to drag timber by waggon ? It depends upon the class' of timber.
3210. Cedar, being a very valuable timber, would stand a long land carriage, I presume ? Tes ; you can 
drag cedar a long way.
3211. How far can you afford to draw valuable timber ? The people here are drawing timber 60 miles.
I do not think that they make anything out of it.
3212. Can it be obtained nearer than that? 50 miles would be the nearest distance that you could get it.
Of course if you could go in a straight line it would he nearer.
3213. With what other timber do you supply the market ? With pine and hardwood. The hardwood is
used for piles and girders. 3214.
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Mr. 3214. Where do you chiefly obtiiu the timber ? The piles and girders are obtained between here and the 
R. Pyers. Clarence. There has never been any got north of this. .

3215. To which river do you generally take them ? To both rivers. ,
29 jNov., 1889. 321(3. tiie event of a railway being constructed between these two points would it pay you to carry 

that timber by rail ? Tes, it would. .
3217. Do you think that the timber trade would largely develop if railway communication were given ? 
I am sure it would.
3218. What other trade would be likely to develop if railway communication were given ? A trade in 
produce. Hay would be largely grown on the road from here to Grafton. All that land would grow hay 
and wheat.
3219. Tou are not a grower ? No, only for my own use.
3220. Are largo profits made in the timber trade ? Tes, a good profit is made in the timber trade.
3221. Who gets the lion’s share—the middlemen, or the cutters? Well, I should think the middlemen got 
the best of it.
3222. Are there very large forests of timber between this and the Clarence ? Tes, I have been on all the 
coast rivers, and there is no better hardwood to be obtained than between here and the Clarence —iron 
bark, spotted gum, stringy bark, tallow-wood, and other classes of timber.
3223. Do you know the course that the railway would take ? Tes.
3224. Does it run through good timber country ? It runs through fine timber country.
3225. But country that is not much good for anything else ? It is good for wheat and hay growing.
3226. Is it good for wheat growing where the timber is ? Tes. -
3227. Can you account for so little land being taken up in that part of the country all these years com
pared with the very large.area that has been alienated in other places ? The land is poorer, of course, or 
else it would have been taken up years ago, but there is a want of communication with a market. The

. same thing applies to the land at the head of the river, which is the best in the Bichmond district; it has
not been alienated because there has been no prospect of getting the produce aw’ay.
3228. Chairmcm.~] That will still be the case ? Tes. _
3229. Mr. Cox^] How far is it to the head of the river? Fifty miles, right to the head—Mount Lindsay.
3230. Do you think that in some future time the grand country there would warrant the extension of the 
line? Either that or the locking of the river.
3231. Would locking the river make it navigable ? Tes. _ _
3232. Do you know anything about the locking of rivers? No, I have had no experience of it. I have 
read about it.
3233. It would not be a costly work ? That I could not say. _ _
3234. Would the line between Casino and Lismore be largely availed of for the business with which you 
are connected ? I do not think so. It would only be used for the carriage of goods and. produce.
3235. The quantity of produce would probably be increased if a railway were constructed? Tes.
3236. Is there much passenger traffic between the two rivers? There is a good deal of passenger traffic, 
but it goes chiefly by Woodburn, which is the more convenient and cheaper way.
3237. Mr. Garrard/] Tou spoke just now of there being a largo amount of hardwood between here and 
the Clarence—is it on alienated land? No, on Crown land.
3238. In large quantities? Tes. _ _ _
3239. Tou have an intimate knowledge of our hardwoods, and you say that, in your opinion, there is a 
larger quantitv of hardwood there than on any other river? Tes, there is more hardwood there than on 
any of the other rivers with which I am acquainted, and I have followed the trade for a great many years.
3240. Where would that timber go to ? Partly to the Bichmond and partly to the Clarence—mostly to
the Clarence. .
3241. Would that timber he taken on the railway? Any of it would go to navigable -water witbin 10 
miles of tbe river by team ; beyond that it would go by rail.
3242. A s log timber or sawn ? As log.
3243. Do you ship much timber ? Tes ; cedar.
3244. Cedar only ? Tes.
3245. In log ? Tes.
3246. Do you know the country between here and Grafton ? Tes ; well.
3247. And on the Clarence ? Tes.
3248. Do you know the greatest depth of water that the vessels going up there draw? I think a vessel 
can get up drawing 14 feet. I do not know whether she could get out drawing more than that.
3249. Tou do not know of there having been any delay at the Clarence Head for twelve months? No.
3250. Has there been any detention at the Bichmond during that time ? Tes.
3251. Is the Clarence entrance veiy much superior to the Bichmond entrance? Tes, because it has 
been improved. A lot of money lias been spent on it. The Bichmond has had nothing done to it.

• 3252. Do you not think that the Clarence will always he better than the Bichmond ? In my opinion 
it will. _ _ .
3253. Therefore a larger class of vessels will be able to go up the Clarence than can go up the Bichmond ? 
Tes ; hut the Bichmond can be used.
3254. Do you know anything about Byron Bay ? Tes; I have been to Byron Bay a few times, to my 
sorrow.
3255. Wbat do you think of the project to make a harbour there, is it feasible? No doubt it can be 
done.
3256. Do you think it would be a benefit to the district, or would it he better to bring the produce of that
part of the district to the deeper waters of the Clarence ? Byron Bay would be a benefit to the people 
who live there. _
3257. And only to those ? It could bo used by deep-sea vessels, such as those going to England or foreign 
parts ; hut as to Byron Bay ever getting anything from Casino if it is made a harbour, in the way of 
produce, iu my opinion, it will never get one bag.
3258. Excepting for foreign shipment ? Tes, or for dcep-sca vessels.
3259. Or for intercolonial trade ? The river will he used for that.
3260. Do you mean the river to Lismore or the main river hers? The North Arm, as they call it. The
main river will he used in preference to going to Lismore. 3261.
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3261. Do I understand you that none of the produce for the intercolonial markets from in and around
Casino will go further north than Lismore ? I do not think so. It will never go to Lismore. _
3262. Then, so far as the railway is concerned, it will only get freight for 20 or 30 miles south of Casino ? 
The population within 30 miles would patronise the railway to here, to Lismore for some products, and to 
Byron Bay for others.
3263-4. Have you any land in the district ? No, I cannot say that I have ; my son has.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—RAILWAY FROM GRAFTON TO THE TWEED.

Donald Campbell, Esq., J.P., pastoralist, sworn, and examined:—
3265. Chairman^ Where do you reside ? About 5 miles above Casino.
3266. How long have you been residing in the district ? Thirty-seven years.
3267. What business clo you follow ? Well, I have been looking after station property.
3268. You have been the manager of a station ? Eor the greatest part of the time.
3269. Are you still ? No ; for the last three and a half years I have been living on a small place of 
my own.
3270. What have you been doing with it ? I have used it partly for cultivation and partly for grazing.
3271. What information can you give the Committee;—do you know the proposed line of railway ? I do 
not know it all. I think I know partly where it is meant to go. I have come across the line in places.
3272. Do you know the Lismore district ? I know all this side of Lismore.
3273. And down to Grafton ? Yes.
3274. Do you think that if a railway were constructed there is a fair chance of its paying interest and 
working expenses within a few years ? I think so. I think it would settle a great population on the soil.
3275. Of producers and consumers ? Yes.
3276. We have been told that the lands between here and Grafton are of an inferior character, and the 
map shows that they have not been sought after much ? I think myself that the reason why that land 
has not been alienated so much is that there are no conveniences for getting to market.
3277. Because of the difficulty of getting produce to market? Yes.
3278. You have seen similar lands further back in other parts of the district which have been selected 
and laid down in grass ;—why should that not be done here? There is no doubt that if ever a railway 
comes here you will find the whole of that country taken up. Yery little of it will be left. There is a 
great deal of it that is very valuable for wheat-growing.
3279. Have you seen any wheat growing in the district ? Not for many years. •
3280. Is there any hay grown in the district? Yes.
3281. Oaten hay ? The country between here and Grafton is grand country for growing hay and wheat. 
It would grow any quantity of oaten hay.
3282. What quantity of land there would be a fair area for a settler to make a living from. At present 
they can take it up in 1,248-acre blocks, and they will not touch it ? A great deal of that land has been 
taken up within the last year or two. They are beginning to settle on it now.
3283. You think that if facilities were given for taking their produce to the Clarence the bulk of the land
would be taken up ? Yes. _
3284. How many years have you known the country ? Thirty-seven years. The population that has 
been coming here for the last few years is something wonderful, and if it keeps on as it is doing now 
there will be very little land left, whether they get the railway or not.
3285. You mean between here and Grafton ? Even between here and Grafton.
3286. Do you know any of the wheat-growing districts of the country—Tamworth, or lower down ? I 
have seen part of it.
3287. Tamworth is a fairly good wheat-growing district; but do you know anything of the Hunter Kiver 
District—the upper part. Are the lands which you speak of outside Grafton equal to that land ? I 
believe there is a lot of it better, because when the timber is ringbarked, and the country is worked, it is 
wonderful how well it improves.
3288. Is there anything else which you can tell the Committee ? The country up above here is far 
superior to the country below.
3289. Where do you mean ? Up the river from here to Lismore, and right to the west, between here 
and the head of the river, and towards Tabulam. '
3290. But this railway would not serve that country ? I believe it would bring a population to settle on 
the land.
3291. This railway is very near the head of navigation, so that it will not bring the western land any 
nearer to navigable waters than it is now. How can you take the settlement on that country.into con
sideration ? It is wonderful how the population has been coming during the last few years. It is only 
lately that the people have been finding out the land.
3292'. They are taking the best of it at present ? They are all going for the best at present, you may 
depend on it.

Mr.
R. Pyers.

28 Nov., 1889.

D. Campbell, 
Esq., J.P.

28 Nov., 1889.

Mr. Thomas CarliH, senior, grazier and timber-getter, sworn, and examined:—
3293. Ghairman.~\ Where do you reside ? At Spring Grove.
3294. How far from Casino ? About 8 miles.
3295. What business do you follow ? Bather a various business. Myself and my family are timber- 
getters and graziers.
3296. What area of land have you—you and your family ? A little over 4,000 acres.
3297. Conditionally purchased? Yes. . ..
3298. How many in family have you ? Three boys and myself.
3299. You use your land for timber-getting and for grazing ? Yes.
3300. What have you got on it ? Horses and cattle. A little over 500 head of cattle and thirty or 
thirty-five head of horses.
3301. That is 6 acres for each head of cattle ? Yes.
3302. Is the land fully stocked ? We have about seventy or eighty head of working bullocks. •
3303. Then there are about5 acres for each beast? Yes.
3304. Is the land fairly well stocked ? There is a great deal under scrub that docs not produce grass.

2 (a)—M ' 3305.

Mr. T. 
Carlill, sen.

28 Nov., 1889.
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j," 3305 How much of it? About 800 acres m all.
»r , sen. gggg ^hat does it cost you to improve your land ^ Wbat has it cost me ?

3307 Tes P 1 could not tell you—a great deal
’’ 3308. Have you to fell any scrub P Tes, a great deal I think Me felled nearly 400 acies of scrub.

3309 Did you lay that down m grass P Tes I sowed artificial grass m some of it, but the expense is 
£ L 5s or £1 10s an acre for felling alone
3310. Where do you find a market for your produce—your fat cattle P There are local buyers.
3311 And your timber P The timber I dispose of to Mr Tager, at Coraki
3312 Tou, at all events, would not be a customer for the railway—what have you goi to send by it P We
have any amount of land that we could till if there were a way of getting produce to market
3313 Surely you do not think that 82 miles is an unreasonable distance for people to go to market ?
No , but there would be people who would lease the land
3314 Then you are holding the land m hopes that some one will come and buy it from youP Lease it or 
buy it if required
3315 Tou are only 8 miles from Casino, so that you do not want the lailwayP 1 think the country 
would be benefited by it—though I might not be myself perhaps
3316. Do you know what it would cost the country to pay the working expenses and interest on this 
railway P No
3317 Tou have not taken that into consideration P No
3318 If you wanted to buy a piece of land yourself you would calculate what you could make out of it, 
and you would expect a fair rate of interest on tbe money put into it P Te1-
3319 Tou have not entered into any such calculation with regard to the railway P 1 have always left 
that to people who are better able to do it than I am myself
3320 Tou are a taxpayer, and ]ust as much interested m it as anyone else Tou are not prepared to 
plunge the country into the construction of unprofitable w orks P I see a little ahead oi the times I 
see that the railway will pay eventually, and will pay well
3321 How can you come to that conclusion when you have not taken the trouble to work out what the 
cost of the railway would be P I can see a great opening for it
3322 AYhat do you anticipate would be the earnings ot the railway between the Tweed and Grafton if it 
were constructed P It is a thing which I do not understand , I could give you no opinion

Robert Page, Esq , journalist, sworn, and examined —
B Page, Esq 3323 Chairman ] What are you P I am a journalist, and have resided at Casino for six 01 seven years

3324 Have you written out any statement p I have written out a statement showing the trade of the 
28 Nov., 1889, Jfoehjnond District for tbe six months ending 30th SeptemDer last

3325 Where did you get the figures ? I got the pilot at the Heads to send me a report of each vessel 
that went out, and I checked that by the report m the Sydney Morning Herald The figures were 
compiled with great care, and are not m any sense exaggerated. They are as follows —

Bichmond River Shipping Statistics foi six months ending 30th September, 1889
Timber (unspecif. jd) 2,860,900feet
Do do 143 logt

Pme 575 „
Do 279,954 feet

Cedar 802 logs
Do 18,000 feet

Box material 511 bundles
Do 9,200 feet

Beech 51 logs
Do 12 flitches

Piles 520
Sleepers 1,800
Hardwood 10,000 feet
Maize 18,824 bags
Sugar 7,476 „
Do 2,368 mats
Do 1,040 tons

Butter 6,214 kegs
Cheese 362 packages
Hides 5,030
Pigs 4,129
Tallow . 173 casks

Eggs
Molasses
Poultry
Bones and horns
Skins
Calves
Horses
Potatoes
Fish
Hay
Soap
Honey
Fruit
Pumpkins
Wild ducks
Minerals
Bacon
Peanuts
Oysters
Beeswax
Chaff
Sundry cargo

1,557 cases 
2,747 casks 

211 coops 
313 bags 

78 bales
59 
12
57 bags 

146 cases 
114 bales
60 boxes 
6 pkgs

44 cases. 
120 bags 
51 pairs 
20 bags 
11 pkgs 
9 bags 

22 bags 
2 pkgs 

10 bags 
1,719 pkgs

(Shipments from the Tweed, Brunswick, and Byron Bay not included )
Coal imported, 7,550 tons

Arrivals seaward, 148 vessels , departures seaward, 155 vessels Total, 303, or nearly twelve per week.
Passengers by Richmond River steamers only —Inward, 1,143, outward, 833 Total, 1,976, or an increase to 

population of 310 m six months This return does not include passengers to and from the Clarence or Tenterfield
3326 So far as you know and believe that statement is correct, and m no way exaggerated ? Tes, it is 
m no way exaggerated, but if anything the other way about.
3327 The return of the export of sugar cannot embrace the yield for this year ? Oh, dear, no—only up 
to tbe 30th September, winch is but a small portion of the year The export of sugar will continue up to 
the end of December, or the beginning of January. My figures do not show one-third of what the total 
exports will be
3328 I suppose, like all newspaper men, you are ubiquitous—here, there, and everywhere ? I go about 
a little occasionally
3329 Going through the district, have you made yourself fairly acquainted with it p Tes, from personal 
observation, and from what I have heard from those who have taken up the land
3330 Have you gone in amongst the farmers to any extent9 Tes
3331 The farmers who hold land near the river, I suppose, are perfectly well satisfied with their con
veniences for getting to marketp They are not as well satisfied as they will be when the bar is made 
better
3332 The bar is very good now 9 Tes. 3333.
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3333. Going back from Casino do you think that many of the farmers are prevented from cultivating to I’kge, Ei(j-. 
any large extent, by reason of the difficulty of carriage ? I am quite sure that they are. '
333i. If a railway were constructed from here to Lismore, and from here to Grafton, do you think that it ^0T'> 1889. 
would benefit the farmers already on the land ? I do.
3335. Have you been from here to Grafton P Tes.
3336. By the railway line ? Tiot on the line itself.
3337. But through that way ? Tes.
3338. Do you think that if a line were constructed it would be an incentive to the farmers to cultivate 
more than they have done ? There is no doubt of that. There have been two or three parishes wholly
selected during the last three years, on the understanding that the line would be constructed. .
3339. The dairy industry here is developing? Tes ; we have the largest factory in the district.
3340. How many others are there ? There is another on the road which you are going, and there are 
others starting.
3341. ' T suppose the success of one tempts others to try the same thing? Tes.
3342. Have you thought of the cost of the railway ? Tes.
3343. Tou know that the working expenses and interest on all the lines which have been made, have Come 
to nearly 7 per cent.—do you think that if this line were constructed it would be able to pay that ? At 
the present time, between here and Grafton, and adjacent to the line, there is country that would be 
served by the line, that is now being selected at £1 an acre. I am satisfied that the greater portion of 
that land, if a line were constructed, or if it were known that a line was to be constructed, would be 
applied for at from £2 to £3 an acre, and the first cost of the whole line would be realised from the sale
of that land. ■
3344. Tou think that if national works are carried out the country should be recouped the expense from 
the increased value of the land ? Tes; there would be no harm in keeping the reserves; but the same 
object could be obtained by putting a price on the land now.
3345. Tou would put a price on it which you imagine would be fair if the work were carried out ? Tes.
3346. If the people chose to buy at that price you would let them do it ? Tes.
3347. Tou would not reserve the land until the line was constructed ? No ; I think it would be a mistake.
This portion of the district has not developed as that from Lismore down—that portion has not been 
locked up from settlement; the other portion has.
3348. Have they no runs on the Richmond? Not in the district between Lismore and the coast.
3349. What you think is, that the leasehold areas here between the coast and the proposed line, and 
between the proposed line and the western boundary of the district, have to a certain extent stopped 
settlement ? To a very large extent. I noticed that fact because I am intimately connected with the 
selection of land.
3350. The Clarence River district is well settled ? In the immediate vicinity of the river.
3351. But if these lands were so good as you and some other witnesses describe them, why have the 
people not gone out further;—they have done it in the scrubs, where it has cost them from £6 to £7 an 
acre to clear the land ? I might explain that in the past the land law was so worked that a large pro
portion of the water frontages to the creeks and the picked portions of the country were secured by 
private purchase, and there were no means of conveying produce or anything of that kind to market.
3352. But with an average rainfall of from 40 to 50 inches in a year there can be no want of water ? No ;
but that would retard settlement. .
3353. How do you think the lessees on the Darling get on ? They are in a position to conserve water.
3354. Tou say that inability to secure water frontages has terrified energetic settlers from coming here,
although there is a rainfall of 40 inches in the year ? I do not say that altogether. I say that it has to '
a very large extent prevented settlement.
3355. The absence of water ? The alienation of the water frontages.
3356. That is, men, if they could not get water frontages, would rather do without the land altogether ?
Por the time being. 1
3357. Now you say that if a railway is built they will not mind these difficulties ? Because the railway 
would give them a means of communication with the market that they have not got at the present time.
3358. Will the people at the back of Casino and of the Clarence be any nearer a market with the railway 
than they are now ? They would in a way.
3359. Take any unoccupied line to the west of the railway line about Casino or Grafton ;—how Would a 
railway give it communication with a market ? But if you worked out west you would have 20 or 30 
miles to go to Casino. There would be stations at various points, and settlers would only have to travel
12 miles to a station instead of 20 or 30 miles. '
3360. Is there anything else which you would like to tell the Committee ? Something has been said b£ 
the value of the land between here and Grafton. I produce some wheat which has been grown at Camderi 
"Valley, near Sandy Creek, 11 or 12 miles from Casino South.
3361. Can you say how many bushels to the acre that land has produced? No, I cannot. I have hot 
had an opportunity of ascertaining.
3362. Do you know how much the owner has got under crop ? I understand that he has about twd 
acres—he only selected eighteen months ago.
3363. Do you know of any other wheat being grown ? Tes. At Myrtle Creek, a man from Victoria has
3 acres. “
3364. Has any attempt been made in this district to produce wheat or oats ? Not up to the present 
time as far as I know. But thirty years ago the squatters used to a large extent to grow their own wheat 
and make their own flour. If that could be dene then, it could be done now.
3365. But you have no records of what they did? That, I believe, is a fact.
3366. Tou think that if the railway were constructed right through from the Tweed to Grafton, witliiH 
a few years—4 or 5 years—it would pay interest and working expenses ? I do.
3367. On an average cost of £12,000 a mile ? I do, considering the increase of population.
3368. I suppose you base your opinion on the fertility of the district, and the former increase of popula
tion here ? Tes. I think that the railway will lead to the development of the mining industry to a large 

. extent. Within 18 miles of Casino there are some of the largest coal deposits in the Colony.
3369. We have only got the Newcastle series and the southern and western series? There is some-oii
the Clarence too. 3370.
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R. Page, Esq. 3370. Have they ever got 50 tons out ? No. This is undeveloped. I sent some to Sydney, and the 
analysis ^ was very favourable. Mr. Wall, a mining authority, spoke very highly of it.

28Nov., 1889. Have you got a copy of the analysis ;—who analysed it ? The Mines Department. I have not a
copy of it, but I will send you one.
3372. Was this an outcrop, or was the seam opened up ? This was a seam in the bed of the creek.
3373. The outcrop ? Tes, but it was the seam in the creek. The seam could he seen.
3374. Where the creek had passed through it ? Tes.
3375. What was the thickness of it ? I could not say. It has not been opened up.
3376. Tou only know that coal has been found there ? I know that the coal is there.
3377. Did they sink at all to get the specimen for analysis ? No, they did not. They sank a foot or two 
in the creek at the outcrop.
3378. Tou say that it is a good analysis’? Tes, as compared with many other analyses that appeared in 
the mining report.
3379. Have you anything else you which would like to tell us ? No, I have nothing else.
3380. Mr. Gox.'\ Are you aware that the Committee have recommended the expenditure of some £300,000 
or £400,000 at the Richmond Heads ? Tes.
3381. With this large expenditure to facilitate traffic on the river, do you think it advisable that the 
country should expend large sums of money in competing with that river by a railway ? I take it that the 
railway would not compete with the river—it would simply feed it; it would simply show the greater 
necessity for spending money on the river.
8382. In what way would the proposed railway between Casino and Lismore, and Lismore and Byron 
Bay feed the river ? In the first place it would open up a large extent of country for settlement 
which is at the present time not used, and the produce from that land would necessarily go to Byron Bay 
or to Lismore.
3383. I am now speaking with regard to the Richmond River. Looking at the fact that £300,000 or 
£400,000 is to be spent at the Richmond River Heads, would it be desirable to compete with the river 
traffic by making a railway ? Certainly not. I think it would be folly to construct a line of railway 
simply to compete with water traffic.
3384. Then you would deprecate the construction of a line unless as a feeder to the river ? Tes.
3385. Have you given any consideration to the question of making Byron Bay a harbour ? I know 
nothing at all about the bay myself; I am simply guided by the scientific evidence which has been given. 
I am satisfied that Byron Bay would serve the requirements of this district, and I do not know how soon 
the produce may be so great that it will have to be shipped into a class of vessel that could not possibly 
come into the river itself.
3386. Chairman^] If the anticipations of Sir John Goode with regard to the Richmond River are carried 
out, do you not think that a very much larger and superior class of vessels will be able to come here ? 
There is no doubt about that, but Sir John Coode’s scheme would not give a depth of more than 18 feet, 
and, therefore, you could not get in a vessel drawing more than 14 feet.
3387. Could the “Newcastle” and “Namoi” come in ? There are some much larger coming down the coast, 
which, if they could get in, would call at Ballina, and carry much more cheaply than the boats running 
direct.

92 PABLIAHENTABY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOBKS.

Mr. Alfred Clarke Simpson, timber merchant, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. A. 0. 3388. Mr. Garrard.^ What is your occupation ? I am a timber merchant.
Simpson. 3389. Residing at Casino? Tes.

3390. How long have you resided in the district ? Twenty-two years.
28 Sov., 1889. 3301 Have you resided in this portion of the district all the time ? Tes.

3392. I suppose you export a considerable amount of timber ? Tes—from £6,000 to £10,000 worth a year.
3393. In the log, or do you dress it here ? In the log.
3394. Where is your market for it ? At present we get it towed to Coraki from Irvington, a little below 
Casino.
3395. It is carried down to Casino and towed to Coraki ? Tes, but the difficulties are getting very great. 
With large logs we have to wait for freshes. A log drawing 4 feet 6 inches, or 5 feet, will not float 
down.
3396. At Coraki it is shipped into a Sydney-going boat ? Tes ; there is only one steamer that can take 
large timber at present—that is the “ Tomki.”
3397. What is the greatest distance that you can bring this timber? It is brought 60 miles westerly.
3398. I suppose it is only a matter of time when that trade will cease, owing to the long distance which 
the timber will have to be carried ? I think it will be some years.
3399. What is the distance that you had to go for timber when you first came to the district ? There was 
no timber industry on this arm at that time ; it was confined to the lower parts of the river, where they 
were almost on deep water; but the distance that they draw the timber now has extended gradually from

, 20 miles to 50 or 60 miles.
3400. But you can only bring cedar that distance ; it would not pay you to carry pine or any other wood ? 
There is pine within a shorter distance in large quantities—pine, beech, rosewood, and silky oak.
3401. Tou deal in all these classes of timber ? Most of that timber we cannot raft. We can only raft 
pine or cedar.
3402. What good would the railway do you ;—what you want is more water carriage ? Tes ; but if the rail
way were constructed we should probably send large quantities of cedar and other wood to Lismore for 
shipment there.
3403. But you would be getting your timber at right angles to the railway line ? Tes ; we should still 
have to draw it some distance to tap the line.
3404. Tou propose to draw it to the railway, and then take it to Lismore and load it there ? Tes. It 
would suit us and the Company better.
3405. Would that be better than to take it to Coraki ? It is just as easy to load onjto a railway as it is to 
load on to a wharf.
3406. Are you aware of the nearest point on the line to the shipping place at Lismore ? Judging by the 
line as lock-spitted and marked out, I should think that our timber-carriers would draw it to Casino.

3407.
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3407. You. propose to draw it from the bush to tbe railway, to take it by railway to Lismore, and tbeD. Mr. A. C. 
draw it from Lismore railway station to the steamer, U miles; would it bear all that handling? At simP8°n- 
preMsent they have to put it on the timber trucks, take it off, put it on again, put it into the water, float it
to Irvington, pay a man to look after it there, and drogher it to Coraki, and when there is a fresh in the 28 l^ov■, 1889, 
river the timber is swept from the banks, and we lose sometimes as much as £200. All these things make 
it rather expensive.
3408. As a business man, you think it would pay you to make use of the railway for carrying the timber ?
Tou construct it, and you will soon find out.
3409. Would it pay you to take the timber to Q-rafton ? Certainly not.

,I-S..tliere not ? 1^rger class of steamers g°ing to Grafton? There is very little difference. The 
lomki runs to the Clarence occasionally, and the “ Electra” runs here.

3411. What is the difference iu freight from the Clarence and from the Eichmond ? It is precisely the 
same, I think, in timber.
3412. So that undoubtedly it would pay you to go to Lismore ? Undoubtedly.
SliS. Is it likely that you would go to Byron Bay ? Byron Bay would open up the Brisbane market and 
markets tuxther north, such as Townsville and ^Rockhampton. We are shut out from those markets at 
present. We would have a good market there during the greater part of the year for cheese.

How long do you estimate it will be before the timber which you deal in will all be cut down in this 
district. I do not anticipate living to see it exhausted in that enormous belt of scrub that runs across 
the Tenterfield road.
3415. I suppose you have seen the timber yourself in the forest ? Tes.
3416. Are you connected with the butter and cheese industry ? Tes.
3417. That is in its infancy at the present, I suppose you consider ? I do not know. We have two very 
large factories in the district, and the possibilities are very great.
3418. These are owned by co-operative companies ? No ; by private people.
3419. Do they graze their own cattle, or do they get their milk from adjoining holders ? Partly • and 
they purchase from adjoining holders. In the case of the Tomki dairy, I think I am right in saying that 
the milk is the produce of their own cattle, and that they grow their feed on their own run. We have 
already shipped to Brisbane under great difficulties, sending it by coach to the line, and thence bv train 
and have found a good market.
3420. Mr. Cox.'] At the present time the cheese goes to Sydney and is sent back to Brisbane P Tes
3421. Mr. Garrard.'] I suppose that if the trade were suffiraent you would get a vessel to go from
Brisbane to the Eichmond ? I doubt whether they could keep a vessel trading continually between the 
two places. J
3422. Tou would only avail yourselves of vessels that went by occasionally? There would probably be a
place of call for mails, or something of that kind at Byron. '
3423. ' Do you know the country between here and Grafton ? I have been over it frequentlv.
3424. Do you think that there is any occasion for making a railway from Casino to Grafton? I can '
only speak by comparison. I think so, if the Government were justified in constructing railwavs to other
parts of the Colony. 1 . J
3425. Looking at it as a question of pounds, shillings, and pence ? I am afraid that they have not'been
considered m times gone by. “
3426. Supposing that it were considered desirable to connect the Clarence with the northern portion of
the Colony, and there were no intention of an extension south for a north coast line, do you think 
Lawrence would be a better place at which to tap the Clarence than Grafton—the distance there would 
be 15 miles_ less ? I should not think so. There must be a large local market at Grafton.
3427. But is it not supplied from the district immediately around it;—what do you grow that they do
not grow ? I think that the products of the two rivers are identical. .
3428. Then they would supply their own wants—you would not supply any ? We would not supply 
them, but probably half the produce would gravitate that way, and the other half would draw this way.
It depends on the condition of the road.
3429. Is there not sufficient land cultivated in and about Grafton to supply all the wants of Grafton ?
No. I think that they import an enormous quantity of grain and cereals from Sydney, together with 
potatoes. J J 13
3430. Do you know the nearest point of the line to Casino township ? Tes.

Ho you think the route of the line is the best that could be chosen in the interests of the people •_
would it go through too much valuable property, or is it too far away ? I think the line has been marked 
out m the interests of economy for the Government.
3432. And also of convenience for the people ? Tes.

Mr. William Joseph Banning, pastoralist and dairyman, sworn, and examined :
3433. Mr. Cox.'] Tou reside at Wooroowoollgen ? Tes, 3 miles from Casino Mr W J
3434. How long have you been living there ? I came here in 1879, and I have been here nearly ever since. Banning!
1 was away for two or two and a naif years. •’ •
3435. Tour pursuits are wholly pastoral ? Principally pastoral; I look after a dairy as well. 28 Nov->1889-
3436. How long is it since you started dairying ? Since last March.

^ 4?ave you found that it has succeeded up to the present ? Well, it was a heavy expense star tilin' 
the business, and 1 cannot say at present that anything has been made out of it. ° .
3438. Will it warrant you in still further developing the industry ? I believe it will •
of it atfir?’ 1 SUPP°Se y0U Wil1 d° 80 ? We intend t0 do so- Wo did not expect to make anything out

3440. Do you think the dairying industry is capable of large development? Tes
3441. I presume also that you would do a considerable trade in fattening ’ calves for market ? No • we
have not done anything of that sort. ‘ ’
3442. Tou have room for all your calves ? I think the rearing of calves is generally done at these

3443. Attached to your dairy have you a large number of pigs ? 
present time. I have some—sixty or seventy at the

3444.
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Mr. W. J. 3444. Have you found them profitable ? I have not as yet. The affair is so much in its infancy that I 
Panning. cannot say whether any profit has been made. 1;] . . „ t n r

3445. Since you commenced have other people in the neighbourhood also started dairying. 1 be leve
28 Not., 1889. some 0f them have. . , t -n v n • i

3446. Will you be prepared, in the event of your enterprise succeeding, to take the milk ot ail your neign- 
bours—selectors and others ? I am prepared to take it now from anyone who will send it. In tact, I am
taking milk from some of them. . j. o
3447. So that in that way a large amount of good will be done to the selectors and others in that district.
I think so. . , ,
3448. Do you think that in the event of a railway being constructed from Casino to Lismore, and thence
to Byron Bay, it would foster agricultural pursuits in the district ? I believe it would. .
3449. Do you think, considering the cost of train carriage, that such heavy produce as potatoes and maize 
could be carried at a profit ? I have had so little experience that I am not prepared to offer an opinion.
3450. Have you ever had anything to do with timber ? No ; nothing at all. ,
3451. Next year the leases in the coast district will expire—how many acres will be thrown open then 
that you now occupy ? I could not tell you. In the leasehold area I suppose there are about 80,000.
3452. Do you think that that will be taken up very largely ? A great deal of it will be taken up.
3453. Is that land fitted both for agricultural and for pastoral purposes ? Some of it is very bad, but 
some of it will bear cultivation.
3454. This district is as a rule well watered ? Very well watered. It has creeks, lagoons, and swamps.

. 3455. That of course tends to develop settlement ? Tes. . . ,
3456. Do you know the country between Casino and Grafton ? I only know it from having travelled
along the coach road between Casino and Lawrence. . ,
3457. You do not know the surveyed line of the railway ? I cannot say that I know it anywhere beyond
the boundaries of Wooroowoollgen Run. , . i j -n u j- i
3458. Do you think that in the event of large areas being thrown open next year that land will be taken 
up ? I think that the greater part of the land in the neighbourhood of the railway so far as it passes 
through Wooroowoollgen, has been taken up.
3459. I am speaking of the land generally between this and Grafton ? The land beyond, as tar as one
can see it from the coach road, does not recommend itself to the pastoralists at all. no
3460. You recommend the construction of a railway from Casino to Lismore and thence to Byron Bay.
I think that that would be a desirable line. ,
3461. Do you think that it could be made to pay the interest on the construction and working f I have 
not given the matter sufficient consideration to be prepared to say.
3462. In the event of Byron Bay being made a safe shipping port, would you avail yourselves ot it for 
shipping large stock ? I do not know that we should. We should probably make use of it to ship cheese 
to Brisbane. Our fat cattle has been sent by train from Tenterfield lately,_ and they have also been sent 
from Lawrence by steamer at different times, but the consumption in the district has been large. .
3463. So that at the present time you would hardly see your way to make use of Byron Bay as a shipping
port? Not as a shipping port. . . . ,
3464. In the event of the production of meat being in excess of the requirements, do you think it is nkefy
that freezing or canning works would be started on this side of the country similar to those at Ramornie . 
I should think it very probable. _
3465. Of course you are aware that the nearer stock are slaughtered to their pastures the better it is for
the meat ? Yes, • . , .,
3466. In the event of Byron Bay being made a shipping port large vessels would come m and alter the
present state of trade on the rivers ? Probably.
3467. Do you not think that that would make people ship cattle from there ? Cattle get knocked about
by the steamers. .
3468. More so than going from Tenterfield by train ? I do not know that there is very much to choose.
3469. Chairman.] You have topped the market with your cheese ? I believe we have once or twice.
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Thomas George Hewitt, Esq., newspaper proprietor, sworn, and examined:—
T. Q-. 3470. Chairman.] You are the proprietor of a newspaper? I am the proprietor of the Northern Star,

Hewitt, Esq. published at Lismore. . .
/—' 3471. Will you tell the Committee precisely what you have to say ? I have heard the evidence given by 

28Nov.,1889. Mr pyers ag to tpe quantity of timber between Casino and the Clarence, and I would confirm that 
evidence. At the present time timber is conveyed long distances to Grafton by water and by land for use 
there, and a railway would be largely used to carry it if one were constructed. ,
3472. You say that a railway would be largely used for the conveyance of timber to Grafton ? 1 or the
carriage of hardwood.
3473. Eor local consumption ? Eor local consumption and export.
3474. Export where ? Export to Sydney, Victoria, and New Zealand. _ .

• 3475. You know that timber in the log is not an article which can stand very many charges ? I estimate
that it would bear the charge of the distance it would have to be carried there. There are large areas of 
timber land within 20 miles of Grafton. . .
3476. Why go to Grafton with it if you want to get it to Sydney by steamer. You give it 15 miles more
railway carriage, and an additional water carriage, which it would not have if you took it to Lawrence . I 
take it that the water carriage between Grafton and Lawrence counts for nothing. A steamer would 
convey it for the same price from Grafton as from Lawrence. ■
3477. Do you know what hardwood is worth in the log in Sydney ? I cannot say what it is worth at 
the present time, but some time ago I believe it was worth 8s. or 9s.
3478. Do you know what it is worth in Grafton, in the log ? I could not say what they are paying at the
present time; but I know what they are selling cut timber at. .
3479 Do you think that any railway in the Colony would be payable simply from the timber traffic on it ? 
Certainly not from the timber alone.
3480. The timber traffic would not pay for the engine driving ? Perhaps not; but I believe that every 
acre of land between Casino and Grafts would be taken up if the line were constructed. 3481.
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He purchased a run called Grlenreagh West, and he has taken up land

3481. In large areas ? There is no doubt that people would prefer it in large areas if they could get it.
3482. They could get 1,280 acres? Well; it would be taken up in 1,280-acre blocks.
3483. For grazing ? For grazing and agriculture combined.
3484. Can you point to a farm in the Colony of 1,280 acres ? Hot an agricultural farm.
3485. There must be millions of acres between here and Grafton ? I would not say millions of acres, but 
there is a very large area for 10 miles on each side of the line, which I take it, would all be available.
3486. For grazing and agriculture ? Combined.
3487. You have nothing to base your opinion upon ? Exactly ; but I have nothing to gain by giving this 
evidence. It has been said here that the land has remained vacant and has not been taken up. I believe 
that is to a great extent due to the fact that the people did not know what to do with the land. They 
saw the land on the banks of the Clarence, and nothing would satisfy them but similar land that would 
produce sugar-cane or maize with a return of 50 bushels to the acre. That has been seen on the 
Eichmond to a great extent. Even the people that first took up the rich scrub land which you have seen 
there did not know what to do with it.
3488. They know fairly well what price to ask for it ? Yes. I was going to point out that that land
was being developed by people who have gone there recently from the south coast, who, knowing the 
value of it, put it under grass. They are showing the other people what to do with it, and others are 
now following their example. •
3489. Do you think that the people from Illawarra will come to the Clarence and take up land which the 
Clarence river people will not look at ? I know of one case where a man has taken up land which would 
be reckoned by the majority of people on the banks of the Clarence as unfitted for them-—he is Mr. 
McGill.
3490. Where abouts is that ? 
on it to secure it.
3491. You do not call that settlement ? I think it is settlement. He intends to dairy, I understand.
3492. I suppose the agitation for the throwing open of the runs in these districts began because the land 
was taken up by the squatters ? No, certainly not with stock.
3493. You say that this gentleman has bought the land ? He has bought the run, and he is taking up
land to secure it. He had tried previously to buy an estate nearer Grafton. .
3494. Can you mention any other settlers who have taken up the land there? We have not had south 
coast men up there, for the simple reason that they prefer the scrub land. I mentioned that one man, 
because he came from the south coast. It had been said that the land along the surveyed line of railway 
is not good. From my knowledge of the country I can say that the section that is traversed by the 
railway is about the. poorest land that you can find there. Better land exists out of sight on either side, 
particularly along the creeks—Myrtle Creek, Camira Creek, Myall Creek, and Sandy Creek.
3495. .You do not want a railway to the Clarence to serve Myrtle or Myall Creek? I take it that if 
there were a railway from here to the Clarence it would suit them to use it to take their produce to the 
market.
3496. The cost would be £733,000? I am aware of the estimate, but I consider that the State is in the 
position of a large landed proprietor who is justified in laying out money in order to make his estate 
more valuable.
3497. In giving a sprat to catch a maekeral ? Yes, you can put it that way. I think we would all do that.
3498. Mr. Cox.~\ It is your opinion that if the Government carried a railway through fairly good or even 
indifferent land the country round would be shortly taken up ? Yes.
3499. Do you not think that it would be more desirable to run a railway through better land, and let that be 
taken up ? If a better route could be found, I certainly think so.
3500. I am not speaking of routes. If better land than that could be found in other parts of the 
country would it not be better to make a railway there ? In a general way certainly. If a district had 
superior land which could be opened up it would have quite as good a claim as this district. As a matter 
of State policy, I believe it would be more advisable to construct railways where the best land exists.
3501. Arc you aware that there is very superior land at the head of the Clarence Eiver ? I am.
3502. Ought not a railway to go there rather than through this poor land ? If a line could be taken 
there at a reasonable cost I think it wmuld be a judicious thing to take it there.
3503. Would it not be better to do so ? I do not think it would be advisable to take it there in preference 
to_ making it here, because here you are connecting two important districts—the Clarence and the 
Eichmond;—already largely settled.
3o04. Which produce the same articles, and therefore there can be no exchange? We can scarcely say 
what exchange there would be. I am aware of places in the district where, if a person had suggested a 
few years ago that there would be a traffic, he would have been laughed at, but now there is important 
traffic.
3505. I could quite understand a contention for making a railway from the coast to the table-land, 
because the products of the two ends of the line would be very different, and there would be an exchange ; 
but I cannot understand why a railway should be constructed where there can be no exchange ? It 
would develop the passenger traffic that is there.
3506. Why would the people leave the port of Lismore to go to the port of Graftou ? At the present 
time people have to go over. A short time ago a number of witnesses had to go over simply because they 
were subpoenaed there. People have to go there because their business takes them there.

t. a.
Hewitt, E«q

28Not^1889

THURSDAY,
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THURSDAY, 28 NOVEMBER, 1889.
The Sectional Committee met at Myrtle Creek.

ftaSittt: —
JOSEPH PALMEE ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaieman).

The Hon. Geoege Henby Cox. | Jacob Gaeeabd, Esq.
Chabies Adeeed Lee, Esq.

Mr.
W. Morrison.
28Not7i889-

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed railway from Grafton to the Tweed.

Mr. William Morrison, farmer and grazier, svrorn, and examined:
3507. Chairman.'] What are you ? I am a farmer and grazier. ,
3508. Where at P My farm is on the Clarence at Copmanhurst, and my conditional purchase is situated
about 6 miles from Myrtle Creek, -westward from here.
3509. What area have you ? 1,280 acres. ‘
3510. That is a conditional purchase and lease ? Tes. _ ■
3511. How long have you held it P I applied for the land in October, 1887.
3512. Is it near the main road hetwmen Casino and Grafton ? It is in the parish of Wyandah.
3513. Do you know the number of it? No ; I do not. It was a surveyed block wdien I applied tor i .
3514. Tou are near the Tenterfield and Lawrence Eoad ? Tes.
3515. Have you got the land fenced in ? I have.
3516. What have you got on it ? Store bullocks.
3517. What business do you carry on ? Eattening cattle at present.
3518. What have you got to say in reference to the proposal to construct this line ot railway ; do you 
know what it will cost ? I do not know exactly, but to the best of my knowledge it was estimated that
it would cost £14.000 a mile. „ ^ ci. ‘ j. •
3519. The estimate is £12,000 right through. There will be 621 miles of railway from Grafton to Casino, 
and the total cost will be £733,500 do you think there is a reasonable prospect of such a line paying
interest and working expenses ? Ido. _ t .,
3520. Do you know what the interest and working expenses come to ? INo ; 1 nave no idea.
3521. Then how do you know that the railway will pay interest and working expenses . Tor this reason,
that there is a considerable area of good agricultural land locked up here that will never be cultivated, 
until it has access to market. If a railway were made, where one man is now trying to drag out an 
existence, I am satisfied that five or six families would make a living. _ ,. .
3522. What produce would you raise ? Almost any produce that could be raised m the northern district,
excepting sugar-cane. . ,, , i o at +
3523 Then why do you want 1,280 acres for farming purposes—is not that locking up the land . INot 
by any means. I should divide my 1,280 acres, and lease out the land to several families.
3524. Are you on any water-course P A water-course runs right through the conditional purchase and

3525. And how is it that conditional purchases have not been taken up to any extent in that parish away 
from the water-courses ? The whole of the land’has been selected for about 6 miles.
3526. On the water-courses ? Certainly ; but 6 miles west from the proposed railway line.
3527. On the water-courses ? They are not all on the water-courses. _ . . ,
3528. What do you think the working expenses and interest would be ? It is a thing I have not studied

3529. Then what is the value of your opinion as to the railway paying expenses ? That is a matter of

3530. We want to test the value of your evidence ;—you tell us that this railway will pay ? To the best
of my knowledge, . . . . . „ , 0
3531. Tou must have some reason for coming to that conclusion, otherwise your opinion is or no value. 
I have come to the conclusion that it would pay, because a great part of this land would be cultivated,
and a great deal of produce would be sent along the railway. ,, , , , , ,
3532. Where to ? It would depend upon the end of the line. My idea is that the best market would be 
in Grafton.
3533. That would be the best local market ? _ Tes.
3534. Would you produce anything here wrhich cannot be produced on the Clarence r No.
3535. Are the farmers there not able to produce enough for the local market? A great deal of the land 
about here is very suitable for growing oats, and they do not grow oats on the Clarence to any extent, to

3536. They bring them from Sydney ? Tes ; and I have bought chaff and hay that has come to Grafton
from Victoria. , ,,
3537. Tet the farmers there will not try to grow oats? They do not grow any quantity, further than 
a local market, I thing Grafton would be the route that most of the produce would take to Sydney.
3538. Suppose all the country to the west of the railway wore conditionally purchased, do you think the 
farmers would raise sufficient grain and produce to pay £50,000 or £60,000 a year to the railway . 
That is more than I can say. There is also land selected to the east.
3539. Do you think the line between Casino and Grafton would pay £50,000 or £60,000 a year—you say 
that you are satisfied that it would be a paying line ? I did'not say that I was satisfied that it would pay. 
I said that to the best of my belief it would. I selected in 1887, and we looked upon the railway as a 
certainty then. Since I selected there have been 21,842 acres taken up in this particular district.
3540. And used for grazing purposes ? Some of it is used for nothing they are living in hopes ot
1541. ^Mr. CoxJ It was taken up on account of the railway ? To the best of_ my belief and knowledge.
3542. What is the area of your farm on the Clarence ? I am farming in conjunction with two brothers, 
about 95 acres, the area of our farm being 153 acres.
3543. What do you grow? Maize wholly and solely.
3544. What do you raise per acre ? A. good average crop is 15 bags per acre, which means 60 bushels.
3545. Tour market for that is Sydney, of course ? Undoubtedly, 3546.
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3546. If the projected railway from Casino to Grrafton had not been mentioned, would you have taken Mr.-
up the land here ? I would not, because when I came here I thought I should be a certain distance from Morrison.
the proposed railway, and I made the remark to my friends when I went back that what induced me to
select land here was that I looked upon the line as a certainty. -Not., 1889.
3547. Do you think that other people took the land up also for speculative purposes? To the best of 
my knowledge they have taken it up in the hopes of getting a railway to take their produce away.
3548. Tou have bought the land, not intending to farm it yourself, but to sell it to farmers? I said 
that I did not intend to farm part of it. ■ If there were means of getting produce to market, there is no 
doubt that it would pay me better to farm than to grow cattle.
3549. That is taking up the land for speculative purposes ? To a certain degree it is.
3550. What produce do jrou suppose could be raised on this country about Myrtle Creek? That is a 
very broad question.
3551. Supposing the whole of it available for cultivation was actually under cultivation—and I imagine 
that Myrtle Creek and MyallCreeic have land fairly good for cultivation—what produce would you grow— 
you say oats and hay ? I say maize, lucerne on selected patches, potatoes, oats, and wheat. There has 
been wheat grown on the creek here, and without a particle of rust on it.
3552. What was the yield per acre ? There was only a little crop of it grown for a test, and there is a 
stalk of tobacco at the back grown on uncultivated land.
3553. Chairman.'] Is the sample I produce as good as that grown there ? Tes.
3554. Mr. C'o.r.] Could you raise 60 bushels of maize to the acre here—you say that you raise it uu the 
Clarence ? Not from the whole of the land. I daresay I could from a great part of it.
3555. What is the distance between this and Grrafton ? Somewhere between 45 and 50 miles.
3556. Tou think you could grow maize and carry it 40 or 50 miles by rail, and then compete with people 
on the river who have richer land ? I feel satisfied about growing maize, and having it carried to Grafton 
and sent to Sydney. I have known people who grow maize and carried it on bullock-drays for 20 miles, 
which is far more expensive than railway carriage. Their land is poorer than that we have about Myrtle Creek
3557. Tou think that if the whole of the land at Myrtle Creek were under cultivation it would give 
sufficient to pay the working expenses and interest on a line between Casino and Grafton ? I do not 
mean to say that it would at once. In the course of time—after some years—it would.
3558. After how many years ? This is a new place. I should say that it would take five or seven or 
perhaps ten years to get it started as an agricultural centre.
3559. Tou are aware, of course, that all these matters must be conducted upon strictly commercial
principles. The Government must occasionally spend money for some prospective advantage, but you 
could not expect them to spend three-quarters of a million merely to carry a few bushels of oats, wheat, 
and potatoes to and from Grafton at a cost of £50,000 a year ? My opinion is that it will not be onlv a 
few bushels. ' '
3560. Tou could not pay very much for the cost of transit? I think we could compete with most places.
3561. Do you think you could see your way within the next ten years to make the line pay £50,000 a 
year ? I would not say that, but, to the best of my belief, if a line were constructed between Grafton 
and the Tweed, upon the whole it would pay. The whole of the land between Casino and Grafton is 
fairly good. There is none of what I call really barren soil.
3562. We are not asking you anything about the country between the Tweed and Byron Baylor Casino, 
but only with regard to the country of which you have some knowledge. Have you any knowledge of the 
country about the Tweed ? No.
3563. Mr. Garrard.'] Would this be the nearest point to your land, if a railway were constructed? I 
could go to the railway in a direct line without coming this way. I could take half a mile or a mile off.
3564. Tou said just now that you considered that Grafton would be your port of shipment;—is it likely 
that you would go 50 miles to Grafton when you have only 25 miles to go to Casino? There is no doubt 
that it would depend greatly upon the prices. Wherever people could obtain the highest price, there they 
would send their produce.
3565. I suppose you anticipate that your oais would be for the local market only ? No.
3566. Do you think you could compete with the Sydney market? I do not see why I could not compete 
as well as with water carriage.
3567. Is it possible for water carriage to compete successfully with the railway or road carriage ? It is a 
matter of opinion. If oats were grown on the banks of the Bichmond or the Clarence, and sent to Sydney, 
I think we could compete almost with the same advantage by sending it to Grafton by rail.
3568. If you had 40 miles of rail carriage you would compete at a disadvantage. We have come along the 
main road from Casino to Grafton—is there much traffic on that road? There is not a great deal of 
traffic on the road.
3569. Is there any other road by which the traffic goes, between Casino and Grafton ? Undoubtedly 
there are other roads by which the passenger traffic comes to the Clarence, between Woodburn, Chats- 
worth, and Swan Bay.
3570. I mean within a radius of 12 or 15 miles from here ? There is a road to Coraki, but whether there
is any passenger traffic on it is more than I can say. .
3571. Is the land which you have taken up as good or better than the 21,000 acres that have been taken
up during the time you spoke of? No; I think it is about the average—similar to what has been 
taken up. '
3572. Do. you know the rainfall of this district ? I could not give it to you exactly.
3573. Is it greater than it is on the banks of the Clarence ? I believe I could safely say that. I was on 
the Clarence the other day, and they were very badly off for rain, while we have had a splendid season.
3574. The land here is not to be compared with the land on the banks of the Clarence? No.
3575. Tou think it is possible that the extra rainfall may compensate for that ? It is quite possible.
3576. Do you know anyone who has grown wheat here? Only the gentleman I spoke of; he is a Vic
torian farmer.
3577. Do you know if he put in half an acre ? No, I do not think he did. He grew it just for a test.
3578. All breadstuffs come from Sydney or other parts of the country ? Tes.

Therefore, if wheat could be grown here there would be a considerable local market for it ? Tes. 
Tou think the waters of the Clarence would be your best place of shipment. Suppose the railway

2 ((?)—N ■ were

3579.
3580.
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Mr. were constructed, do you think it would be better to go to Q-rafton or to Lawrence Lawrence is lo miles
W. Morrison, nearer ? I think Grafton, by all means. _ i r- -i o tj. • i <. v, i

3581. Would it not be to your advantage to have less railway carriage by lo miles. It migiit be a lessor 
28 Nov., 1889. distancej but Grrafton is the port of the Clarence, and I certainly think that the line should go there.

3582. That is a mere matter of sentiment, that does not rule in business. If your destination was bydney,
or anywhere outside of the Clarence Heads, and you could save 15 miles of railway, you would saie 
it, but at Grafton you have a local market as well as an outside market ? Tes. „
3583. Tou prefer to have the terminus of the railway at Grrafton because it would give you the option or 
a local market at Grafton and a market outside the Clarence Heads ? Tes ; and there is another argu
ment in favour of the railway going to Grafton. I believe that the country between the luymg Horse— 
the junction of the Lawrence, Grafton, and Casino roads—and Grafton is better than the country 
between Lawrence and the Tlying Horse, and the railway would open up the better country.
3584. Tou have an intimate knowledge of the country ? A pretty good knowledge.
3585. Tou think it is better from the Flying Horse to Grafton than from the Flying Horse to Lawrence . 
In my opinion it is.
3586. Is there any timber along this route ? Tes, there is. ,
3587. What is it ? The principal timber is iron-bark, spotted gum, grey gum, and bloodwood.
3588. There are several large forest reserves between here and Grafton ? Tes.
3589. Is there good timber on them—I mean hardwrood ? Fairly good. . .
3590. Do you think that if the railway were constructed a great deal of this timber would go to Gratton
for shipment to outside ports ? I feel pretty well satisfied about it. ' .
3591. Mr. Lee.] Do you wish the Committee to understand that when you selected your land here it was 
with the view of speculating in land because the railway wa,s coming ? Not by any means.
3592. Tou selected your land because you were under the impression that if the railway were constructed
you would be able to make use of the land to advantage? Undoubtedly. .
3593. As a matter of fact, if a railway were constructed you would be able to use it j.or the conveyance ot
your produce ? Tes. .

. 3594. Tou have spoken about growing hay and wheat—do you know whether there is muen nay grown
on the Clarence—oaten hay ? There is very little oaten hay grown on the Clarence. . , , .
3595. If it is not grown there it is not likely that you will grow it here ? The country is better adapted 
for it here
3596. Would you not depend more on your maize ? Undoubtedly it would be my principal product.
3597. The freight for the railway would be maize, timber, live stock, and dairy produce those 'voulh be
the principal freights ? I think you might include hay also. I am satisfied that there would be a deal 
of hay grown here. _______ ______________________

Mr. Thomas Arthur Small, selector, sworn, and examined:
Mr. T. Small. 3598. Mr. Lee.] Where do you reside ? Three miles from here, on Myrtle Creek.

/———v 3599. Are you a selector ? Tes. ro
28Nov,, 1889. 3600. How many acres do you hold ? With a conditional purchase and lease, l,0o2 acres.

3601. How much of that do you cultivate? I have about 7 acres.
3602. What do you grow ? I have had corn, barley, potatoes, and millet on a small scale. .
3603. What do you do with the rest of the country ? I use it for grazing, and I keep stallions.
3604. Do you do any dairying or cheese-making ? No. . .
3605. What is the usual occupation pursued by the farmers in your locality ? Weil, the residents here 
have only recently come. They are hardly settled.
3606. When did you take up your land ? It was confirmed on the 5th July, 1888.
3607. Tou are comparatively a new comer? Tes ; I have hardly completed fencing. . .
3608. What freight would vou be able to give to a railway if one were constructed ? The principal things
my land would grow would be oats aud lucerne. Oats, lucerne, and maize are tbe only things that I 
have grown, on the Clarence. I am not acquainted with the growth of wheat i. i i
3609. At the present time you are not a producer, and you are not qualified to speak as to the actual 
capability of your land ? I have grown oats in several parts of the Clarence, and from the nature of the 
soil here I tliink it is suitable for that crop.
3610. Tou intend to try them? Tes. _
3611. Would Grafton be your port of shipment. I think so. _
3612. Would Lawrence suit you better ? As far as distance is concerned. . .
3613. "Which place would you be likely to go to ? ith the present condition of affairs, having to draw 
my produce with teams, I should take it to Lawrence.
3614. But supposing the railway were made ? It would all depend on the market. If there were any 
sort of local market I should prefer Grafton.
3615. Supposing the line were made from Lismore to Grafton, would, you send your goods to Grafton or 
to Lismore ? That is a question that I could hardly answer.

Mr. James Wells, farmer, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. 3616. Chairman.'] Where do you reside ? At Myrtle Creek.

J. Wells. 3617. What are you ? A farmer.
----- *---- - 3618. What area of land have you ? 640 acres conditional purchase, and 640 adres conditional lease.

28 Nov.,1889. 3619> -\Yhen did you take up the land ? I think it was confirmed on the 6th July this year. I am not 
quite certain about the date.
3620. At all events it was confirmed this year ? Tes. .
3621. Where is your other farm ? I have no other in this Colony.
3622. Where did you come from ? From Victoria.
3623. Were you farming there ? Tes.
3624. In what part? At Keraug, 200 miles west of Melbourne, on the Murray.
3625. Tou have got a railway to Keraug ? Tes. The railway goes on to Swan Hill.
3626. What area had you there ? 320 acres. _
3627. I suppose you have not cultivated any of this land yet ? I have put in about 4 acres of corn, and
If acres of wheat. 3628.
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3628. Is it ripe now ? Tes. *
3629. Have you cut it ? I have cut a portion of it. Some of the land is down in vegetables.
3630. About how many bushels to the acre did it go ? About 25, I think.
3631. Is that on a flat or a watercourse P It is on flat country.
3632. On a watercourse ? On the bank of a creek.
3633. Is the land extending back from the banks of the creek similar to this ? Tes, similar.
3634. Covered with spotted gum and ironbark ? There is no spotted gum. It is ironbark and apple-tree.
3635. How long have you been in this district ? About fifteen months—perhaps a little over.
3636. Were you working here before you selected? No. I was only here about a fortnight before I 
applied to the Government.
3637. Tou know that it is proposed to construct a line of railway from Grafton to Casino, and from
Casino to the Tweed, the distance between Casino and Grafton being 62 miles, and the cost of that part 
of the line £733,000 ;—are you in a position to show the Committee how the country is going to be paid 
£50,000 a year by that railway ? I think it is a good farming district which will guarantee pay
ment. ,
3638. I suppose you have not gone into figures at all as to the cost of the railway in working expenses or 
interest ? No, I have not.
3639. Tou think that if the railway were constructed it would induce settlement ? Tes.
3640. And by that means tend to produce the freight which would be necessary to make the line pay 
within a reasonable time ? Tes.

Mr.
J. Wells.

28 Nor., 1889.

3641. Do you think it would pay the interest on the money now if it were constructed ? I think so ; 
perhaps not just at the present, but before very many years are over.
3642. £24,000 a year ? That is a good sum, certainly.'
3643. £49,534 a year working expenses and interest;—it would take a tidy lot of produce to pay that ? 
There is no doubt that within a few years there will be a tidy lot of produce grown here.
3644. Tou think so, and hope so, having this large farm ? I am almost certain of it. I know that if there 
were the same people here as there are in Victoria they would make it pay.
3645. Tou have only been fifteen months in the district ? About that.
3646. Could they not find an older resident than you to work out this difficult railway problem ? I dare
say they might have done so if they had tried.
3647. Tour evidence is simply what you believe? Tes, and what I have seen.
3648. There is not very much traffic here, is there—from here to Casino ? I think there is a good deal.
3649. What do you call a good deal;—how many tons of goods go along this road in a week ? I am sure
I could not say, but I see a good many carts going by. ‘
3650. Why, the road is hardly formed;—what would the carts carry? I suppose they carry goods 
between Lawrence and Casino.
3651. Have they been sending goods from Casino to Lawrence, or from Lawrence to Casino ? I do not 
see what else the traffic can be.
3652. Have you seen goods being carted from Lawrence to Casino ? I could not tell what was in the 
carts.
3653. How many carts have you seen in a week? I have not counted. I am not living on the road to 
see what goes by in a week.
3654. Looking at the road, do you think that it carries much traffic ;—do you think that there are a dozen 
carts passing between here and Casino in a week ? Tes.
3655. Do you know that there are ? I could not swear it, not living on the road.
3656. Mr. Garrard.'] Where will you find a market for your produce ? If. I had anything to send I 
should find it in Sydney.
3657. But where would you take it—to Casino ? To Casino or to Grafton.
3658. How many miles would that be from here ? Between 18 and 20.
3659. What produce have you actually taken to Casino ? I have not taken anything.
3660. Have you taken any to Grafton ? No.
3661. Tou have not taken anything off your land ? No.
3662. But you have made up your mind where you will take your produce ? I must take it to one place
or the other. .
3663. It is 40 miles to Grafton—would you take it there when Casino is only 20 miles ? It would depend 
upon where I could get the best price for my grain.
3664. If you had to go to the Clarence, where would you go—to Grafton or to Lawrence ? Lawrence is 
the nearer.
3665. Are you to the eastward ? Tes.
3666. Tou are between here and Lawrence. Tou would go to Lawrence in preference to Grafton, but 
if the line were made to Grafton you would go to Grafton ? I have to get on to the main road to get to 
Lawrence now, so that I would have to come to the line.
3667. Is the land that you have left in Victoria better than this ? I believe the soil is better.
3668. Do you know the rainfall; have you a better rainfall here than there ? Tes ; about three times 
the rainfall here.
3669. That would go to compensate for any loss in the quality of the soil ? Tes. Tou could not grow 
anything for six months of the year through drought.
3670. Tou estimate your wheat crop at 25 bushels to the acre ;—what did you get at Keraug ? Fifteen, 
generally; but we had to irrigate there or else get nothing.
3671. But you think you will be able to depend on the rain here ? Tes.
3672. That would enable you to grow wheat more cheaplv, and with better results ? Tes. I worked 
300 or 400 acres four years in succession, and got nothing from the land.
3673. Do you think that if a railway were made there would be a great increase in the quantity of land
put under cultivation in this district ? Tes. ‘
3674. Tou do not know much about the country otherwise than at Myrtle Creek ? I have been through 
between Casino and Grafton several times, but I have never been further up the creek than about 
8 miles.

J® this creek about the best of the numerous small watercourses between here and Grafton ? I 
think it is. 3676.
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3676. I suppose you looked round before taking up land to see which was the best position? I travelled 
for twelve months before I came here. I did not go up the creek.
3677. Had the proposal to construct this line anything to do with your fixing upon this district for your 
home ? It had something to do -with it.
3678. If there had been no possibility of getting a railway, would you have chosen this place for your 
home ? Tes ; but I would not have gone in for farming ; I would have gone in for grazing.
3679. Mr. Oox.] Tou said that you would not have bought the land only that you knew that the railway 
was likely to pass here ? No, I did not.
3680. Did you take it up bona fide for a home for yourself ? Tes.
3681. And not with the hope of being able to sell it after five years ? No ; I knew no person in the Colony 
when I selected here.

100 PABLIAMENTAKY STABBING COMMITTEE OB PUBLIC WOBKS.

FRIDAY, 29 NOVEMBER, 1889.
The Sectional Committee met at Lawrence.

present:—
JOSEPH PALMER ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaieman).

The Hon. Geoege Henby Cox. | Jacob Gabbabd, Esq.
Chables Aleeed Lee, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed railway from Grafton to the Tweed.

Mr. "William Olive, innkeeper, sworn, and examined:—
3682. Chairman.'] What are you ? I am an innkeeper, residing at Lawrence.
3683. How long have you been residing in this district—when did you first come here ? I think that I 
came here about 1843.

29 Nov., 1889. 3684. Tou have been living on one or other of the rivers ever since ? I was in Victoria for fourteen 
months, and I was in New England for about eighteen months.
3685. The greater part of your life has been passed on one or other of these rivers ? Tes.
3686. What do you desire to tell the Committee with regard to the construction of the proposed railway 
from Grafton to the Tweed River ? What I wish to say to- the Committee is that the line could be made 
shorter, and would pass through better country, if it were taken from Lawrence to Coraki. We are at 
the head of deep-water navigation here. I am told that there is about 70 feet of water under the hill 
here where the Government buildings are, but from here to Grafton the dredge is continually at work 
keeping the river deep enough for the vessels now trading here—that is estimated to cost about £20,000 
a mile.
3687. How far is Coraki from Lismore ? 13 miles.
3688. Would you go from Coraki to Lismore? Tes, and thence to Byron Bay and the Tweed.
3689. Is the country between Coraki and Lawrence similar to that between Casino and this place ? It 
is better in one respect, and that is for grazing. The grass is sweeter, and the cattle would stop there.
3690. Between Lawrence and Casino it is purely grazing land, is it not ? Tes.
3691. Better as you get towards Casino than at this end—it is poor grazing land at this end? Ten or 
12 miles out the country gets better.
3692. It is only about second-class grazing land from here out for 14 or 15 miles ? That is all.
3693. Is this country similar to that between Grafton and the Plying Horse ? That is about 26 miles.
3694. As against what from the Plying Horse to here ? About 11 miles the way you came.
3695. Is the country between the Plying Horse and Grafton superior to that between here and the 
Plying Horse ? Ten times worse.
3696. Absolutely unfit for grazing, I suppose, until you get on to the alluvial banks ? Or anything else.
3697. Do you know it well ? Every inch of it.
3698. After you leave the alluvial flats of the Clarence ? Until you get to Riley’s. About 12 or 13 
miles from here it begins to get better, but from that until you get to Deep Creek, within about 6 miles 
of the Richmond, it is not good grazing country. There is plenty of grass, but the cattle will not stop on 
it, and that is the reason why there is so much. The land is practically no good.
3699. Do you know of any land between here and Casino that could be occupied for agricultural pur
poses to advantage ? No.
3700. Have you had any experience of wheat-growing? When I was a boy on the Hunter I saw plenty 
grown. I was reared on the Hunter, and I came from there to this country.
3701. Tou know something, then, of wheat-growing ? Tes.
3702. Do you think there is any wheat land at the back between here and Casino ? There is no wheat 
land until you get to New England.
3703. No land on which they could profitably grow hay ? I do not think it. There are beautiful scrubs 
on the creek, but the land would not grow oats—at least it would grow them, but it would be no good.
3704. The rich land on the creeks, with the heavy rainfall, is not suitable for oats ? No.
3705. And the land back from the creeks is too poor? It is too poor where you came from this morning.
3706. Myrtle Creek?. Tes. That is the best spot.
3707. Of course, the object of giving railway communication with the Clarence is that people may get 
to Sydney by the shortest route ? Tes.
3708. If the railway were brought to Lawrence, how many miles would it save as against going to Graf
ton ? At a rough guess I think it would be about 30 miles to Coraki.
3709. We are assuming that the line comes as far as Riley’s ? It does not go that way.
3710. The surveyed line—how far is it from Riley’s to Grafton direct, and from Riley’s to Lawrence 
direct? Prom Riley’s to Grafton would be 28 or 29 miles, and from Riley’s here it is 13 or 14 miles.
3711. Going by Coraki, how far is it ? About 30 miles.
3712. As against what going to Casino ? It was always called 70 miles from Grafton to Casino. Take 
30 from that and it will leave 40. Prom here to Casino is 54 miles.
3713. - Prom Coraki to Casino is what ? They reckon that 20 miles. 3714.

Mr.
■ J. Wells. 

28Nov^l889.

Mr.
W. Olive.
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3714. Then you would leave Casino out altogether? Yes. Mv nephew drove twenty-four passengers
up from Coraki during the last races in his coach—from Coraki to the Lismore races. W> 01lve-
3715. You mention that to show the character of the country—that it is level? That it cannot be bad oqt^T^'Tssq 
when that can be done. It is supposed to be 13 miles.
3716. Do you anticipate that if a railway were taken from here to Casino, or to Coraki, or from Grrafton 
to Casino, or to Lismore, that these lands for 20 or 30 miles back would be occupied for anything except 
grazing ? I do not think they would.
3717. Do you think they are fit for anything else ? I do not think they are fit for grazing at the present 
time. They want ringbarking and fencing.
3718. Do you know Myrtle Creek ? Yes.
3719. Do you know the land on either bank of the Creek ? Yes.
3720. Is it fit for agricultural purposes ? I do not think it. It is all sandy there.
3721. Is it suitable for growing oats ? I do not know.
3722. Is it suitable for wheat-growing ? I think not.
3723. Is it suitable for growing maize? No. You can see that by the paddocks round about the 
place now.
3724. With your project the Eichmond Eiver would have to be bridged at Coraki? Yes.
3725. That would stop all use of it for navigation to Lismore ? No; they would still have the use of 
that arm.
3726. Do you propose to cross the river from Coraki to the north side ? Yes.
3727. Would not that cut off all communication with Lismore ? No.
3728. Where would you cross ? The river branches into two arms at Lismore—you must cross one
of them. ■'
3729. Would you cross it at the same place as it is proposed to cross it now ? I hardly know where 
that is.
3730. About a mile above the junction of Leicester and Wilson’s creeks, on Leicester Creek. What is 
the nature of the country between where you would cross the south arm at Coraki and Lismore ? Beautiful 
brush land.
3731. In the event of the proposed railway being connected with the main coast railway to the metropolis, 
you would have to bridge the Clarence here, supposing the line wrere brought to Lawrence ? If you 
wanted to take it to Grrafton you could use the road which you are going to traverse this evening.
3732. Then you would be doubling back ? It would be a straight line to Grrafton, and this would still 
continue straight.

Mr. Edward Shields, J.P., carpenter aud builder, sworn, and examined :—■
3733. Ghairmm.~] Do you reside at Lawrence ? Yes.
3734. How long have you been living here ? Twenty years.
3735. What business do you follow ? I am a ship carpenter, but I do not follow my calling much. There 
is not much to be done at it here. I can do any kind of carpentry.
3736. You are a builder also ? Yes.
3737. And you are a Justice of the Peace ? I am.
3738. What do you desire to tell the Committee ? I just wish to point out the possibility of getting a
somewhat shorter route for the railway by going from Coraki to Lawrence. . By comparing the two 
routes on the map that -would save about 46 miles, and-the line would come to the head of navmation on 
the Clarence, because between here and Grrafton the water is shallow. a
3739. And has to be dredged continually, so that vessels can get up ? About 2 miles here has been
dredged three times, and it has been stated in Pariiament that it cost d620,000 per mile each time, so that the 
dredging comes to a good penny. The river is very little deeper now than it was, and the dredge will 
have to come again m a year or two. a
3740. Between here and Grafton ? Yes. Half of'our town fronts shallow water, but from there down 
to the heads there is no obstruction to the navigation.
weather °U ^ ^ difficulty in gettin§ in and 0ut of tlle heads? Vei7 littlc= excepting in very rough

3712 Such weather as would keep a ship inside Port Jackson? After stormy weather the entrance 
shoals up but m a little while the water opens it again. I think Byron Bay is a better place for a 
permanent and good harbour. r
3743. Do you know Byron Bay ? I have been near it on the sea. I have a fair knowledge of many of 
the bays on the coast, some of which have been improved—Wollongong, Kiama, and Ulladulla. I know 
those well.
3744 You think that Byron Bay might be made a port for the whole of this district for a larger class of 
vessels than can come up these rivers ? Yes.
3745. Do you not think that if the entrance were improved larger vessels could come inside of the river and
droghers do the work on the river? Yes ; but the entrance will always be liable to silt up after heavy 
floods and long droughts. The shoal extends in front of the breakwater about 3 miles, I believe and 
it will increase as the breakwaters go out. ’
3746. Do vou know the land back from here to Casino ? No; only by what I have heard from others
Irom the description they gave me of the timber growing on them, I should not think the lands were 
good, bpotted gum and iron bark, to my knowledge, never grow on good land in any quantitv I have 
a good knowledge of timber. J
3747. The land adjoining the alluvial flats on this river is poor country and not fit for agriculture ? As 
soon as you are off the flats it is useless, except for grazing, and it is very poor for that °
3748. Jfr Garrard.'] Do you know anything of the timber between here and Casino :—is there much of 
it r 1 only know what 1 hear people say—that it is plentiful and good. -
3749. I saw some timber lying on the banks here ; where does that come from ? That comes from not far 
out. I know the country for 14 or 15 miles out, and the timber is good.
3750. Is that on the road we have come, or further cast? It is on both sides of the road

Mr.
E. Shields 

J.P.
29 Nov^l889,

— “ - .lcaimacj. Kjaau . j_b is uu UU L

3751. Does the timber get thicker and better, or is it the same all alone 
difference. c I do not think there is much

3752.
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3752. Occasionally there is a fair-sized tree and at other times the trees are small ? Yes, it is a 
good place for colonial hardwood.
8753. What would you do, supposing the railway were made from Lawrence to the Tweed, and eventually 

29-Nov 1889 ^ was ^^^ed to make a coast line, how would you join the coast line—you could not bridge the Clarence 
’’ here? I think the Clarence could be bridged very well at Cowper, just above Woodford Island, you 

would not deviate a quarter of a mile. ,
3754. Would it not practially make the river useless higher up ? I think the river is wide enough 
to make a high bridge.
3755. It would stop the “ Helen Nicoll” from going up ? I think it might be made high enough to let the 
“ Helen Nieoll ” through, but I think the river would not be needed above the bridge, except for droghers. 
375(3. Then you would wipe out Grafton ? I would make the depot Lawrence.
3757. What is the name of the dredge here? The “ Clarence.”
3758. Has she been working here ? Yes—backwards and forwards ; she is at the heads now.
3759. And has frequently been drawn off from here to go and work at the Heads ? She is never away
from here, except when she is at the Heads—she has not often been drawn off. _
37G0. Do I understand you that the work she has done here is of very little use ? Yery little. That is 
proved by her coming here three times in twenty years. . _ _
3761. Has not the dredging given an increased depth? The channel was deep after she left, but it silted 
up again. It was very temporary work, and always will bo temporary while done on the same plan.
3762. Are you aware that Sir John Coode’s scheme takes in not only the entrance to the Clarence, but 
also certain works up here, such as training banks and protection banks ? I do not think he would do 
much up here.
3763. Did you think that Sir John Coode’s scheme was only for the improvement of the entrance, or for 
the improvement of the whole river ? I thought he dealt principally with the Heads.
3764. Are you aware of any improvements suggested by Sir John Coode in the river above Maclean ? I 
am not sure that I noticed anything. I did not pay much attention to Sir John Coode’s report, further 
than to that part dealing with the Heads.
3765. What is done with the timber we see lying here? It is sent to Melbourne principally.
3766. In the log ? Yes.
3767. Is the ship at the wharf going to load logs ? Yes, she is loading now. _
3768. How often do you have a vessel loading here? Not very often. There are only three teams drawing.
3769. Are they employed regularly? Yes ; they have been for a couple of years, at any rate.
3770. There are no saw-mills iu the neighbourhood ? Yes, there is a saw-mill, but it is shut up now.
The proprietor got into difficulties. •
3771. Was it from want of trade ? I do not know ; I do not think so. _
3772. What is it keeps Lawrence going ? The carrying business from Tenterfield, and the surrounding 
farmers. This is the point where the Tenterfield traffic comes in, and the Bichmond Biver trade is done 
from here. The coaches travel from here with the mails twice a week.
3773. Does not the passenger traffic from the Bichmond go over from Woodburn to Harwood Island?

. Yes, a good deal of it connected with the Lower Bichmond.
3774. How many coaches daily ? I could not say—two I think.
3775. Mr. Coa?.] Are there any shoals between this and the heads ? Not any to stop vessels.
3776. Of what draff ? A vessel drawing 20 feet could safely come up from the Heads to here. _
3777. So that the difficulty in river navigation would be between here and Grafton? Yes;—it begins
here. ~
3778. Mr. Lee.] On the road from Coraki at which end does the good land lie ? Ido not know.
3779. Do you know the route of the proposed railway from Grafton to the Tweed ? I have seen it on 
the map, and that is all that I know about it, except by report.
3780. Do you think that a more suitable route could be found ? Prom the Bichmond to the Tweed : I
could not say. ■
3781. From the Bichmond to the Clarence? Yes—between here and Coraki.
3782. Is the land better at the Coraki end or at this end ? The land, as far as I can ascertain, is a little 
better at the other end.
3783. Consequently, there is likely to be more settlement at that end ? Yes.
3784. Is there any settlement at this end ? None.
3785. What traffic would there be across ? The same as on any other route.
3786. But if a connection were made between the Bichmond and the Clarence, at the points mentioned by 
you, what traffic will there be across in the shape of goods ? I do not think much would come. I am 
certain that none will come by the long route from Casino to Grafton. If you cut off 46 or 47 miles 
from the length of the railway that might make it come.
3787. Is it likely that the Bichmond people would send their produce to the Clarence for shipment to 
Sydney ? If their bar was bad they might occasionally send the more valuable kinds.
3788. Are you aware that the Bichmond Biver is to be improved? Yes, I have heard so.
3789. If it is improved so that coasting vessels can get in and out in ordinary weather do you think that 
people would send their produce here ? I do not think so. I do not think they would be wise in 
doing so, and I do not think we would send anything to them. If it were found to be better to go lower 
down the river I would be in favour of that. Do not think that I have come here as an advocate of the 
claims of Lawrence. I do not care a button for Lawrence. I come here in the interests of the country. 
I have for many years studied this question, and have written about it, and have done my best to insist 
that the shortest and best route should be taken. I have always maintained that the Government should 
be allowed to pick the route, and that the interested parties should not interfere.
3790. Chairman^] You cannot see any object at all in connecting the rivers if they are both to be made 
good ? No. The only reason I can see for the line is as part of a coast lino.
3791. So far as you know from your residence here, and from what you have heard, it is not likely that a 
railway would develop an agricultural population between here and Casino, or here and Coraki ? Not of 
any consequence.

Mr.
E. Shields,

J.P.
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SATURDAY, 30 NOVEMBER, 1889. I
The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Grafton, at 9'30 a.m,

present:— .
JOSEPH PALMER ABBOTT, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. George Henry Cox. | Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. I

MINIFIES OF EVIDENCE—RAILWAY FROM GRAFTON TO THE TWEED. 103

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Grafton to the Tweed.

Patrick Riddle Donaldson, Esq., District Surveyor, sworn, and examined:—
3792. Chairman.'] Tou are a district surveyor ? Eor the whole of the Land Board district of Grafton, 
extending from Kempsey to the Tweed.
3793. To Queensland, practically? Tes.
3794. That embraces how many land districts ? It embraces the land districts of Kempsey, Grafton, 
Casino, Lismore, and Murwillumbah.
3795. Approximately, what is the area of country within those districts ? About 10,000,000 acres.
3796. How long have you been residing in Grafton ? Twenty-nine years.
3797. That was long before free selection came into operation at all ? I came here in 1861, the year that 
the free selection Act came into force.

^ <lame ^n* *:0 f°rce on ^e 1st January, 1862. I suppose you came up here to make ready for it ? Tes.
3799. And you have been here ever since ? Ever since.
3800. Of course you have a general knowledge of the' whole of the district under your charge, and you have

through it ? Tes, I have. I have a statement here which I should like to read to the Committee :— 
The whole of the country between Grafton and Casino is well adapted for grazing and dairy-farming, 

and a great deal of it, in proximity to the watercourses, for agriculture. Settlement on this part of the 
district is retarded for want of better means of communication than the ordinary roads, and the land 
cannot be profitably utilized for anything but grazing purposes under present conditions. Tet 
notwithstanding existing drawbacks, and as showing the faith entertained in the future of this part of the 
district, there has been taken up during the last four years, within a distance of 5 miles on each side of 
the railway line, and within the 46 miles, commencing about 8 miles from Grafton and extending to the 
same distance from Casino, an area of 32,500 acres in fifty-three separate holdings, averaging 615 acres 
each conditional purchase and conditional lease combined. This has been taken in the resumed areas 
alone. The leasehold areas, where the land is et^ual, if not superior, will not be available for selection until 
the leases expire in 1890, and therefore could not be touched, but will be selected when available. The 
land between Casino and Murwillumbah embraces a better class of country, nearly all being suitable for 
either agriculture or dairying purposes. Although some parts are very broken, tho soil is aU rich 
except near the coast and the highest ranges. The land near the railway line has nearly all 
been alienated, the greater part several years ago, or else is reserved pending decision as 
to whether the railway is to be carried out or not. It cannot be fairly utilized without
better means of access to markets or places of shipment. Comparatively little progress has been
made in developing its great resources, principally in consequence of this want, and a large 
proportion of the. alienated land remains in its natural state. The area of unalienated land within 
10 miles on each.side of the railway line now available, and which will be when the leasehold areas are 
opened in 1890, including railway and other temporary reserves that may be revoked, is 375,000 acres ; 
estimated value, £395,000; this is situated between Grafton and Casino; whilst between Casino and 
Murwillumbah there is an area of 222,000 acres, valued at £215,000. Exclusive of the above, there is a 
large extent of town and suburban lands, and country lands adjacent to towns, through which the railway 
will pass, at present protected from sale by population areas, which could be sold after completion or 
pending construction of the railway. The estimated area is 25,000 acres, and the amount it may be expected 
to realize £150,000, giving a total area of 622,000 acres, estimated to realize £760,000, within 10 miles on 
each side of the railway line. * The above sum does not include the amount that may be expected to be 
realized from the sale of allotments in any new towns and villages that may be projected on the railway route. 
The construction of the railway will materially assist in the development of the timber trade in these 
districts. The Colonies of Victoria and New Zealand draw largely on the resources of the Clarence for 
timber, such as ironbark piles, girders, and sawn timber for decking of wharves, bridges, &c. At present 
the timber is obtained within a reasonable distance of water carriage. "When this supply becomes 
exhausted, and the. industry cannot be profitably carried on by the employment of horse or bullock teams, 
the railway could, if constructed, then be availed of for carriage from the back lands. There are large' 
quantities of timber in the vicinity of the line, and thirty-two timber reserves within 10 miles on each 
side of the line, embracing an area of 144,000 acres, whilst beyond that distance there are other extensive 
timber reserves, containing, in addition to the usual hardwoods, iron and stringy bark, bloodwood, black- 
butt, gum, oak, &c.; pine and cedar in some of those which are least easy of access. The section of railway 
between Grafton and Casino runs through country very favourable for construction of a railway, a large extent 
being nearly level. The cost of the construction would be small, compared to that of the section to the north 
of Casino. I have no doubt whatever that if the railway is constructed the sale of the land would realize 
more than would pay the cost of this section. The unalienated land in the three counties (Clarence, 
Richmond, and Rous) alone, through which the railway will pass, amounts to 2£ million acres. Of this’ 
I estimate 6o per cent, is suitable for occupation for agriculture, dairying, and grazing purposes, by 
selectors ; 25 per cent, suitable for grazing only, but not considered good enough to be profitably occupied 
by selectors;, and 10 per cent, inferior, practically valueless, broken, and scrubby. I have indicated by 
pink tint on index map herewith the parishes on and in close proximity to the proposed railway, showing 
in red figures the percentage of Crown lands in each parish, and a schedule in two sheets showing the 
approximate percentage of—1st, alienated ; 2nd, reserved; and 3rd, of land now available for selection in 
those parishes. Erom. the schedule, which I hand in as an appendix, it will be seen that the proportion 
of land at present available for selection between Grafton and Casino is very small—twelve parishes 
being wholly in leasehold areas not available until next year, and five partly so. In the section 
Casino to Tweed, the land, where not alienated in the vicinity of the line, has been reserved. There

 are
*IfoTE (on revision.) —In explanation I stated to the committee that these estimates were the amounts the land would 

realise if the railway be constructed.

P. K.

Donaldson,
Esq.

30 Nov., 1889.
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are no leasehold areas to prevent settlement, and, although large temporary reserves exist in four or five 
parishes, the percentage of available land on this section is much greater than on that from Grafton to 

' Casino.”
30 Nov 1889 3801. That you swear to as the truth, and tender as your evidence? Yes. _

’ 3802. What do you estimate the present value of tbe land between here and Casino, if put on the market
now ? I cannot say, as there is no demand. In my estimate I have taken some of it as of no value what
ever, and the rest, excepting the railway reserves, at £1 an acre. The land in the railway reserve I value 
at £2 per acre, so that you will see that my estimate is very moderate. I believe that the land will realize 
very much more than that, but I have put that down as moderate.
3803. Do you know the road from Lawrence to Casino ? I do.
3804. And of course you know Wooroowoollgen? Yes. _ _

. 3805. Is there any land along that road on either side, which you would say is fit for dairying purposes ?
Yes ; about Myrtle Creek.
3806. Is there much of it there ? Yes ; there is a large extent of it there. _
3807. Which you say is good for dairying? On the road, itself there is perhaps 2 or 3 miles, but it 
extends up and down, following the watercourse.
3808. There are not many watercourses between here and Casino? Yes, there are.
3809. What are they ? The larger watercourses are Myall Creek, Batten’s Bight, Myrtle Creek, Sandy

. Creek, Deep Creek, and on the Grafton side, Salt-water Creek and Sandy Creek.
3810. According to the map there isonly a comparatively small fringe of land alienated on the Clarence—- 
the alienation extends no distance back from the river ? No ; nor will it do so until we have better 
means of communication with the river. The alienation will continue, and as a matter of fact the average 
alienation for the last five years in this district has been upwards of 30,000 acres per annum.
3811. As a matter of fact, did not that alienation set in just about 1884 ? I can give you that.
3812. Tell us what the applications were in 1883 ? I have only taken them out since the new Land Act
came into force—for 1885, 1886, 1887, and 1888. .
3813. That is two years after the proposal to construct this line of railway. I want to test the bonafides 
of these applications, and I want to compare the year previous to 1884 with the year subsequent to it. 
According to the map before us, which we got from tho Lands Office, there is an enormous area of land 
round Grafton which is now as it ever was. The Act came into operation in August, 1885 ? Yes. Tho 
number of applications and the area applied for between that date and the 23rd November, 1889—four 
years and three months—in the Grafton land district, were 1,008 and 154,301 acres respectively. In the 
Casino land district there were 452 applications, embracing an area of 134,000 acres. In the Lismore 
district there were 449 applications, embracing an area of 59,295 acres. In the Murwillumbah district 
there were 423 applications, embracing an area of 64,440 acres.
3814. Can you tell the Committee how many acres were allotted to the applicants ? No ; I am not able 
to give you that information.
3815: Do you know that in 1884 £1,980,000 were voted for the construction of a line of railway from 
Grafton to Casino, Lismore, and the Brunswick ? Yes.
3816. And the Land Act of 1884 came into operation in August, 1885 ? Yes. The principal disallow
ances were in the year 1885.
3817. When the applicants were probably not acquainted with the Act ? Yes. In the Grafton district 
the disallowances have been almost nil recently. From the system which is adopted few mistakes occur.
3818. What was the average area of the application in the Grafton district ? Tbe average holdings in the 
Clarence electorate—that embracing the lower part of the river—in the year 1888, were 133 acres. In 
the Grafton electorate the average holdings were 237 acres, and iu the Bichmond electorate 318 acres. '
3819. The railway will not bring the people in the Clarence electorate within better communication of 
the port than they have now ? It would a portion of them—in the parishes of Lawrence, Southgate, 
Banyabba, and Stuart.
3820. Banyabba is to the north of Grafton, on the railway line? Yes; on the boundary between the 
Clarence and the Bichmond.
3821. What I should like to know is the average area of the holdings along the railway line, or within 
5 miles on each side of the railway lino, out from the parish of Clifton ? I can only give you the average 
of the holdings that have been taken up since the new Act came into force. I presume that is what you 
w’ant, but will exclude tho land within 8 miles of Casino, and within 8 miles of Grafton. The land has 
all been taken up in large holdings—by fifty-three separate applications, embracing 615 acres each—that 
is, conditional purchases and conditional leases combined.
3822. Beally those lands have been taken up for pastoral purposes, not for agricultural purposes ? They
are held now for pastoral purposes, but in the hope that a railway will be given them, so that they can be 
turned to a better use. .
3823. You were saying a while ago that a great deal of the lands which are now vacant round Grafton, 
and in the Clarence district, are vacant because of the want of access to market ? Yes. Of course there 
are exceptions.
3824. Bor want of roads and for want of railway communication? Yes.
3825. Yet the bulk of those lands are good for grazing or dairying purposes ? Yes.
3826. And much of them for agriculture ? Yes, on the banks of the creeks.
3827. Are the difficulties of getting to market from round Grafton and in the Clarence electorate greater 
than the difficulties in the Bichmond electorate, or are they as great? They are not as great.
3828. Do you know of any places about here where the settlers have to get their dairy produce to market 
on pack-horses ? No.
3829. Do you know that such is the case in many places in the Bichmond electorate ? I have heard so. 
I do not know it of my own knowledge.
3830. Looking at the alienations in the Clarence Biver electorate, and those in the Bichmond electorate, 
how can you account for the fact that so much land has been taken up on the Bichmond, and so much 
land has been left on the Clarence;—is it that the Bichmond land is very much better than the Clarence 
land ? That which is gone is very much better.
3831. You see that it has gone in the Bichmond district from the east to the west, and much further west
than any alienations appear to have been made in the Clarence district ? The part from Lismore to the 
Brunswick is very much better, excepting the high ranges there—the watershed between tho Brunswick 
and the Bichmond, and between the Brunswick and the Tweed. 3832.
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3832. Is not the bulk of the land from Casino right round to Queensland on the water-courses, aild away -
from the water-courses, much better than the bulk of the land in the Clarence district ? Yes, I think so.
'3833. And you see that the settlement has extended almost as far east as it can in those districts ? There 
is comparatively little settlement on the principal-part of the Eichmond. 30 Nov., 1889.
3831. Are the water-courses in the Eichmond districts better than they are in this ? I think so generally.
3835. And more available ;—the rivers go through a greater extent of country, I suppose ? The river 
itself is hemmed in ; the principal part of it is hemmed in as it gets towards the border. . _
3830. Do you know that they are laying down a great deal of the land in this Eichmond district in grass ?
Yes, in the neighbourhood of Lismore.
3837. Have any of the selections in this district since 1881 been laid down in grasses, that you know of P
Ho. There is always some natural pasturage here, but on the Eichmond there is no grass at all, unless 
you clear the scrub and plant it. I have put in grass myself as an experiment. _
3838. Is the whole of the land from the east coast to the railway line, say from Lawrence, timbered with 
iron-bark, such as we see on the road ? Hot the whole of it. There are large reserves. The principal 
part of the timber land is reserved. There are good ridges here and there.
3839. We want to know the class of timber that grows on it? Ironbark, stringy-bark, blackbutt, gum, 
forest oak, and tallow wood occasionally.
3840. That is very good timber, is it not ? It is all good timber. Of course, there would he no good
timber near the hanks of the water-courses. It would be on the ridges and ranges. The worst country 
is where the timber would he. .
3841. Has not a great deal of this settlement in large areas along the railway line taken place since the '
proposal, in April 1884, to construct a railway ? It has all taken place since 1884.
3842. Since £1,900,000 were voted by Parliament for a railway ? Yes. All that I have mentioned 
just now.
3843. All the agricultural lands along the river are within ready access of the river at some point or 
other—the hulk of the lands we see marked on the map as alienated ? On the Clarence ?
3844. On the Clarence ? Pairly so.
3845. So that all that those settlers would want is good roads ? Yes, on the lower part of the river.
3846. And on the upper here about Grafton ? About the railway line they would be too far away to 
get in.
3847. What is the distance from Grafton to the furthest settlement north along the railway line ? How 
far north ?
3848. In the parish of Clifton? Ten or 12 miles—Burkhardt’s.
3849. Is that too far away for it to he profitable to farmers to bring their produce to market? Ho. I 
think they could manage to bring it from there. They are no very great distance away.
3850. But it is not obligatory upon them to bring their produce to Grafton—they could touch other 
points on the river ? The road goes to Grafton, and they could not touch'the river anywhere else so 
easily.
3851. Can you tell me why the railway should come to Grafton at all? Ho, excepting that it would 
he the best place to cross the river, and continue the line to the land to the south, which is now being 
taken up.
3852. But suppose the railway is only to be constructed from the Tweed to the Clarence. Is there any 
reason why it should come to Grafton ? Certainly not.
3853. If it is only for the purpose of bringing the settlers into communication with the river, it had
better go to Lawrence, had it not? For that part of the country between Casino aud Grafton it would 
he decidedly the shortest way to go to Lawrence. '
3854. But if the railway is to he extended south, you think that it ought to go to Grafton, that being the .
better place to get away from ? Yes, and the interests of the town, which I presume, would he considered as 
the centre of the district ? '
3855. The cost of a railway from Grafton to the Tweed will he £1,728,100—that is a very large sum ?
About £12,000 a mile.
3856. £11,000 odd from here to Byron Bay ? The whole of the expenditure would be at the other end,
comparatively. 1
3857. Twelve thousand pounds a mile for a railway is a tidy expenditure anywhere ? This end will not 
cost £12,000 a mile.
3858. Eleven thousand pounds a mile to Byron Bay ? That is putting in the had country and the 
bridge over the Eichmond. Between Grafton and Casino, or Lawrence and Casino, there is no bridge, 
and it is flat country—£6,000 or £7,000 a mile would make that portion.
3859. There could be no justification for the expenditure of that money for the present population? Ho.
3860. Do you know what the interest and working expenses will come to, assuming that the working 
expenses on this line are similar to those in other parts of the Colony, though there is every reason to 
suppose that they will he much greater, because the line will not he connected with the other systems ?
Ho, I have not gene into figures ; I simply looked upon it that the sale of land would recoup the expen
diture on the line. I certainly thought that any traffic there might be would pay for the working 
expenses.
3861. The interest alone would he £25,772 a year? But if the land paid for the cost of the railway the 
interest would he gone.
3862. Then the working expenses, at the most reasonable calculation, are 3» per cent, on the capital—■ 
that makes another £25,000,—in all, £51,544 a year. Do you think there is any chance of that sum 
being paid to the country within a reasonable time, apart from the sale of the land ? Ho ; and I think 
if the matter is to be tested in that manner there will he no more railways constructed in this Colony.
3863. The object of the Committee is to test these proposals by commercial principles. Hitherto it has 
been a complaint that railways have been built without consideration;—do you think that within a 
reasonable time the railway would earn £51,000 a year ? That is a matter which I have not gone into, 
and I should not like to say. My impression is that as the sale of the land on this section would certainly 
recoup the expenditure on the line, and that the land on the other section would go a long way towards 
doing so, that would he a justification for constructing the railway, because the settlement which would 
be brought about would he an advantage to the Colony generally, by increasing the population.

2 (a)—0 3864.
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Tes; but not for such considerable distances. 

I think it is shown that that is not so by the

They

Donaldson "P,0 ^now the class of settlers who have been taking up land here since 1884 along the railway
'Esq ]mem these large areas? I know several of them. si

—A~—®0y°.u think that they are bona fide settlers, or are they speculators ? I have not the slightest 
30 Nov. 1889. nouot ot their bonafides.

3866. -Have you heard of such a thing as a syndicate being formed to buy up the land along the railway 
line ? There has been nothing of the kind.
3867. Have you heard of any such syndicate being formed to buy up land at Byron Bav ? I do not know
ot any syndicate being formed to do anything of the kind. J
that ^ aS ^°U ^n°W t'ie sctt!era a,re bona fide men ? I would not quite say that. I could not say

3869. There is a little speculation ? In that neighbourhood there is, but there is nothing of the kind at 
this end. ihere is no doubt that there has been speculation ever since the Byron Bay scheme was

3870. And on the line from there to the Tweed ? Tes, since there has been a chance of the railway being

3871. Has not the same thing been going on here since 1884 ? I do not think it.
^•1?’ ^-f^e lands on the Clarence are so good for dairying and grazing purposes, can you tell the Com- 
mitte? kow is it that there were such enormous areas of Crown land unalienated until this vote was 
reason ^ ”ar“a'ment ^ ®le difficulty of getting anything away from them is, I presume, the principal

3873. Greater difficulties, you tell us, exist in the north ?
That country is broken up by the rivers and creeks.
3874. Is it not a fact that the land is not worth taking up ? 
fact that the land is being taken up now.
3875. Along the railway line and along the creeks ? They are extending back from the creeks, 
cannot get within a mile of the railway because of the reserves.
3876. But they could have done that until a couple of years ago ? No. The land has been reserved for 
at least tour years. It was reserved in 1885.
38/7. Do you not think that the alienation speaks for itself—if the country was worth taking up it would 
have been taken up, notwithstanding these difficulties ? No ; because the greater part of the country in 
the north has been taken up comparatively recently. It is only since there has been such an immense 
fP^re upon roads that that country has been taken up so much from Lismore northward.
3878. Ihe expenditure for roads in that district would be comparatively high compared to this P Tes ■
compared to this. 01 ’
3879. Notwithstanding that, you have not had sufficient roads to enable people to get their produce 
to market ? Eoads are only good to a certain extent. It is not profitable to carry on roads beyond a 
certain distance—10 or 15 ihiles, I should think. The land within 10 miles of here is shown to be taken 
up. As you got back the land is not so good as it is on the banks of the river.
3880. Is the land between the railway line—the 30-mile peg and the coast—poor land ? There is a lot 
or xair land out in that direction—on the creek and extending back.
3881. That is in the parish of Gibberagee ? Tes.
3882. There is good land to the east of the railway out towards the parish of Gibberagee, but too far
away for settlers ? Too far away. 0

3883. Will they be within reach of the railway line? Tes; land was taken up there shortly before the 
000 rrn° *iCamo in^° force to block selection in the interest of the owners of the run.
ooor aV-? ^ UP Ter-? wisely for that object ? It answered the purpose at the time. •
3885. Mr. Cox.] I understand from your remarks that although the land between Grafton and Casino 
has not been alienated hitherto, on account of its inferior quality, yet, in the event of a railway beino- 
^Qor®’ you,belle.ye ^ would all be taken up, or sufficient to pay the cost of the railway ? I do.
3886. ff the railway is only to be made to facilitate settlement, would it not be better to take it into better 
country than this it the object of the Government is to induce settlement, would not that settlement 
ooo^tj-u UCed by ta, , S the railway through rich country rather than through poor country ? Tes.

I there^not much better country in these districts through which a railway could be taken than 
that between Grafton and Casino, so as to induce settlement and be more profitable to the community P 
Tes; there is rich country about the head of the Orara. '
3888. What justification has the Government for putting railways through poor country when there is 
rich country asking for a railway? Because you would have to bring a railway through some poor 
country to get to a shipping port. j o 1

^Butif it is one of the primary objects of the Government to settle population on the land, why 
should that not be done? Because you would then take it through a lot of similar country to the 
Jxicnmond. country. J
3890. Do you know the country in the upper parts of the Eichmond ? Tes.
worftkL^cept for th^t^ber^1 ? °f ^ ^ VerJ S°0d 5 but a large ProPortion of is perfectly

3892. Up the banks of the river is not the good country ? On the banks of the river the country is 
oono T? SC’0<1; but the greater part of the good land on the banks is alienated.
3893. But is there not a considerable quantity of good land up the rivers, at the heads of the Eichmond, 
still unalienated . There is a large quantity of it; but the best has been bought in the interests of the

3894. Do you not think that there will be a considerable rush up those rivers next year when the leasehold 
areas tali m ? ihere are only one or two parishes up the Clarence which the leaseholds will affect. The 
majority are over m the Eichmond direction.
3895. Are there any runs in the vicinity of Casino that have now a large amount of leasehold land that 
will be thrown open next year. Iffie greater part of the Wooroowoollgen run is in that direction. 
Eunnymede is nearly all gone At Kyogle tho greater part of the rich land has gone, but at Wiangarie 
there is some good land, and there is also good land at Ettrick and Dyrabba.
3896. Arailway constructed in that direction would pass through rich land, although it was alienated?
i hese lands are 20 or 30 miles from the proposed railway. 8

3897.
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3897. But if it were thought desirable to construct a railway for the settlement of the people on the land,
would it not be better to go up to this rich country rather than to go through poor country ? It depends 
very much upon the amount of poor country that you have to go through to touch the rich country— 
upon the proportion of the rich country to the poor. .
3898. But would you go through any poor country to touch the heads of the river? There is very little

. poor country there up the river ; but much of it is forest country, a shade superior to that over this way— 
better grazing country. .
3899. In answer to a question by the Chairman I understood you to say that if all that was needed was to 
connect the Bichmond aud the Clarence, it would be desirable to go to Lawrence in the event of a coast 
railway not being under consideration ? I did not go so far as the coast railway. I said, “ In the event 
of there being no railway to open up the land on the south side of the river.” in that case I presume 
the two railways would be connected, and you could not do that anything like so easily further down the 
river as you could do it here. The river is three-quarters of a mile wider at Lawrence.
3900. Why could not a bridge be made over the river at the top of Woodford Island ? Because the river 
there is as wide as at Grrafton, and you would also have the south arm to cross. Tou would then have 
to go through a lot of low flat alluvial country, very liable to flood, and cross the Coldstream, or work 
between it.
3901. Are there not flats in the neighbourhood of Grrafton ? Tes, excepting where the railway line is. 
It is nearly out of water, the whole of it, and the distance is very short.
3902. Would the expense be an insuperable objection to crossing the river at Woodford Island ? I do 
not think there is anything insuperable in railway construction after the Blue Mountains and the 
Hawkesbury Bridge, but the railwav would not cross here—it would cross higher up.
3903. So that it would not come into Grrafton at all ? It would come within 5 or 6 miles of Grrafton and 
cross there, if it was a continuation of the coast railway.
3904. The projected railway would come within 5 miles of Grrafton ? I am speaking of the coast railway.
Of course the Grafton people would take a branch to the railway if the Government would not bring it 
to them. .
3905. Tou say that you believe the land through which the railway will pass, although of a poor
description, would realize sufficient to pay the cost ? I said that, referring to the section Grafton to 
Casino. I have not the slightest hesitation in saying it. ,
3906. Tou stated that there were about 370,000 acres of Crown land in this district ? Three hundred 
and seventy-five thousand which I estimated at £390,000 on the Grafton to Casino section.
3907. Are you aware of the cost of the projected railway ? I know that it averages £12,000 a mile, 
taking in the Casino, Brunswick, and Lismore bridges, and all the rough country ; and therefore I take 
it that £5,000 or £6,000 a mile ought to make this comparatively level section, where there are no 
bridges.
3908. We have been given to understand that the cost of a railway between Grafton and Byron Bay 
would be £733,000; consequently the land which you say would be sold would not realize half that ? If 
the average cost of the whole railway was £12,000 a mile, this piece would certainly not cost more than 
£5,000 or £6,000 a mile.
3909. Well, if the cost of the railway were recouped from the sale of the land, all that would have to be 
met would be the working expenses ? That is what I am thinking.
3910. Do you think that if the whole of the land were taken up sufficient would be produced to warrant 
the expenditure ot this sum of money. Is there any possibility of a repayment to the extent of £25,000 
a .year for working expenses ? I am not prepared to say. I have not gone into anything of that kind. 
The figures that I have given I have taken out with a great deal of care. I am not prepared to make 
any rash statement, especially about the probable traffic. The Commissioners themselves would not 
venture to do that, and I think it would be an impertinence for me to do it.
3911. Tou see it is desirable that we should know if there would be sufficient produce to warrant the 
carrying out of the line ? Tou have travelled through the Colony, and know the country through which 
railways have been made. The country has been brought under a kind of mixed settlement—cultivation 
and grazing have gone on together, and I think this country will be similarly settled.

' 3912. Chairman.'] Can you tell us what is the average rent for farm land in the Clarence district—do you 
know the highest and the lowest rents that are paid ? I have heard that £2 10s. an acre is paid. I am 
receiving £2 myself.
3913. Tou have some farm lands here ? I have one farm.
3914. Tou get £2 10s. an acre rent for it ? No, not for the farm. I get 30s. for it—it is quite close to 
Grafton.
3915. I see that Mr. Campbell states that he was informed that the average rent of farm land was about
30s. per acre per annum ? Bor agricultural land I daresay that would be right. '
3916. I am informed; however, that the general average rent for farm land is at present about 30s
an acre, and that the tenant farmers are paying in some cases as much as £2 10s. an acre ? £1 an acre
is said to be tho usual rent, but of course there are farms for which very much more is paid. The returns 
that I have given are only approximate. I went through the figures myself, but it is impossible to get 
every thing exact.
3917. Are any of these good lands in the district now being conditionally purchased in large areas ? No. 
391.8. The large areas taken up by conditional purchasers are grazing lands? They are all ordinary 
lands—grazing land and agricultural land mixed.
3919. What steps have you taken as district surveyor to reserve any of these good lands in view of the 
construction of the railway—have you recommended reserves being made? There is a reserve of a mile 
wide along the railway line.
3920. But the construction of the railway will influence the value of land further away than a mile? 
Excepting in choice spots nothing has been done.
3921. Do you not think that if an increased value were given to Crown lands by the construction 
of a railway, that land ought to be retained in the interests of the country ? When you were Minister 
you wanted all the reserves throughout the country cut down, and I have cut down a good many since that.
3922. They have been thrown open since I was in office, in this district ? Tes.
3923. Do you not think that it would be a good thing to keep these reserves until it is determined by
Parliament whether the railway should or should not be constructed? Tes, but there is great pressure 
brought to bear to get the reserves, and I am made the scape-goat. 3924.

P.B.
Donaldson,

Esq..

30 Nov., 1889.
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P- R- 3924. Tou do not caro for that? 'Well, I have not been a public officer for twenty-nine years to take 
Doimldson, notice of that.

3925. You think it would be a wise thing to keep those lands until it is determined by Parliament what 
30 Nov 1889. *-0 d°ne with regard to the construction of the line ? Yes.

Mr.
Gt. H. Gibson. 

SONov^lSSO.

Mr. G-eorgc Herbert Gibson, Land Agent, sworn, and examined :—
3926. Chairman^] You are the acting land agent ? I am.
3927. How long have you been here ? I took charge of the Crown Lands Office here on the first of the 
present month.
3928. You are only a relieving officer ? I am one of the relieving officers of the Department.
3929. Have you brought the registers with you ? I have brought the land agent’s registers.
3930. In 1881 there were 143 conditional purchases in the Grafton land district, in 1882 there were 2S9, 
in 1883, there were 216, in 1884 there were 222 ? Yes.
3931. Conditional purchase was stopped from 31st December 1884, until the 6th August, 1885 ? It was.
3932. Then to the 31st December of that year there appear to have been 121 conditional purchases ; in 
1886, 174 ; in 1887, 161; in 1888, 137; and up to the 28th November, 1889, 149—is that so ? That is so, 
according to the register.

J. Cummins, 3033. 
Esq.

30 ISTov., 1889.

John Cummins, Esq., Railway Engineer, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. Gox.~\ "What is your position in the Government service ? I am a railway engineer.

3934. How long have you been in the Clarence River district ? I was here about two or three years 
altogether.
3935. Have you been making any recent surveys in the proposed line of railway between Grafton and the 
Tweed? Not for three years. Three years ago I was on the work. I made the first trial survey from 
Grafton to Casino, and 1 was on the permanent staking between Casino and Lismore.
3936. Are you at present at work on these lines ? No ; I am making a trial survey for the proposed line 
from Grafton to Guyra. I started a fortnight ago.
3937. How far have you got on that line ? 4 miles, and I have shifted camp about 8 miles from Grafton.
3938. Three years ago you bad something to do with the railway line between this and the Tweed? Yes; 
as far as Lismore. I do not know anything of the country beyond Lismore.
3939. Do you think the best route has been taken between Grafton and Lismore, or would it be possible 
to find a better ? I do not think it would be possible to improve it much now.
3940. What is the steepest grade between this and Casino ? It was 1 in 40 when I was on the line, but
now I believe they are going to change it to 1 in 50. •
3941. Is not 1 in 40 a very steep grade compared with 1 in 50 ? 1 in 40 would, in my opinion, be cheaper. 
The first thing that increases the cost is the flattening of the grades.
3942. Chairman^] But how about the haulage hereafter ? Well, calculations ought to be made to show 
which is the cheaper.
3943. Mr. Cox.~] Consequently your duty is to try and get a railway line which can be made as cheaply as 
possible, quite irrespective of the cost hereafter? Yes.
3944. The working expenses have nothing to do with your business ? That is considered, but the ruling 
gradients are always fixed by the Engineer-in-Chief.
3945. So that if you could get a grade of 1 in 40 you were quite content? I would make it 1 in 50, if I 
could. On the survey from Werris Creek to Dubbo I tried at first to get a grade of 1 in 100; then I 
tried 1 in 80; and at last 1 in 50. The other surveyors close to Dubbo were obliged to use a grade of 1 
in 40. I got through that far with 1 in 50 to show that I had tried to get as flat a grade as possible.
3946. This would be a main line—is it not desirable to have the easiest possible grades on such a line, for 
the purpose of taking the largest amount of traffic? You must get the best grades you can, for the 
money allowed.
3947. Would not your recommendations weigh with the Engineer-in-Chief? Yes. I think the first thing 
to do is to get the flattest grade possible for the money.
3948. What is the greatest curve on the line between Grafton and Casino ? I think the curves are very 
flat. There is no difficulty with them.
3949. Is it a fairly considered line, and there are no intervening ridges to avoid ? Yes. There is only 
one range to cross between here and Casino, and it is very low—I think it is called the Eichmond Range.
3950. I presume you know the line of road as well as the line of railway ? Yes. Within a few miles on 
each side of the railway I know the country very well. I have been over every inch of it.
3951. Is the land through which the railway runs superior to that through which the road runs ? Well, 
the railway keeps within a mile or two of the road all the way, and runs through the same country.
3952. Have you had any experience of land—are you able to judge of its quality ? I have done no farm
ing in this country; but I was born and bred on a farm. I consider the land very good, especially if it is 
improved. It -wants improvement in some places—the clearing off of scrub and so on. There is no 
better land than that on the flats along the creeks and rivers.
3953. What would be the area of that land? Well, it is not very wide on the creeks. It is 60 miles 
from Grafton to Casino, and the land is fairly level. In quality it is good, bad, and indifferent.
3954. You never had any alternate route given to you between Grafton and Casino ? No. Some surveys 
have been made since I left the district, to improve the line. I believe that they have made a deviation at 
a place called the Elying Horse, since I was on the work.
3955. Was this line surveyed wholly with the idea that it would form part of a future coast line ? Yes, it 
wyas.
3956. So that anything else would be subordinate to that ? Yes. Ultimately it wras intended to connect 
at Morpeth.
3957. In the event of its merely being intended to connect tho Richmond and the Clarence Rivers, would 
you have taken the railway between Casino and Grafton ? That is for a local line.
3958. Merely to connect the two rivers—wmuld you have taken the line between Casino and Grafton, or
between some other places, if it had been needed to do that ? I do not know the country very well along 
the coast-—it is very rough indeed about Lawrence, and for 6 or 7 miles out—very unsuitable country for 
a railway, 3959.
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3959. Do you know the country between Lawrence and Coraki ? No ; I have never been over it, but I L Cammins,
think it would be difficult to make a railway there above the flood-level. •
3960. Do you know the river on the west of "Woodford Island ? No ; I do not know the river except
from going up aud down it in a steamer. , '
3961. Chairman.'] Do you not know that in the Old Country now there is a great desire, at almost any 
expense, to keep the grades low ? There is a great deal of heavy traffic there, and they can afford to do it.
3962. The traffic will have to pay for these heavy grades. Do you not think that it would be better to 
cut down the grades now than to make the customers of the railway pay for them for all time ? Most 
decidedly, if we can afford it. ' I understand that the Victorian surveyors are actually proposing a grade 
of 1 in 30 and 5 chains curves in G-ippsland. I have been five months making a survey at Dombala, and I 
mot some of them there. It has not actually been decided what grade they will use, but the tendency 
there is to increase the grade. It is the through line between Sydney and Melbourne, via Monaro and 
G-ippsland.
3963. Mr. Cox.] That line would not be a main trunk line ? Probably not.
3964. Chairman] But it is into an agricultural country that it is thought will carry a good population ?
Tes.
3965. Do you know that there is a proposition in England to reduce the grades from 1 in 100 to 1 in
200 ? Where there is a heavy population no doubt it pays, but they had to construct the railways with a
grade of 1 in 40.
3966. But it is more costly to reduce the grade after the line is made than it is to make a low grade at ' 
first ? It would cost double, because you have to keep the line open for traffic.
3967. Then there is really no economy in making a grade that you would have to reduce afterwards ?
No ; but the ruling grade is made under the authority of the Engineer-in-Chief. He says, “Make a trial 
survey between Grafton and Casino, with the steepest grade 1 inyLO, and the sharpest curve 15 chains.”
3968. Are you an engineer or a surveyor ? Both. I have been for years at both.
3969. Are you on the list ? I am not a member of the Institute of Civil Engineers.
3970. Do you not know that instructions are given that the surveyors are not to work on a less grade than
1 in 40, and that it is left to themselves to use that ? Tes. But now the grade is 1 in 50, and it is very 
difficult to work to that. In the last line that I was on I would have a steady rise of 1 in 50 for 4 or 5 
miles ; while if I had had a grade of 1 in 40 I might have got level pieces. With a grade of 1 in 50 you 
cannot pick your ground at all—you have no break—no level. .
3971. If a grade of 1 in 50 costs the country so much now, and a grade of 1 in 40 costs the country so 
much in the future ;—if the former grade is adopted the people will have to wait for their railways until 
they can afford them ? Tes.
3972. Tou think there is no difficulty in getting a grade of 1 in 50 between here and Casino ? I think 
not. There is only one little bit where I got 1 in 40. The curves are very flat—probably 20 chains.
3973. That is nothing ? Comparatively nothing.
3974. Mr. Lee.] Are you at present in the Bailway Department ? Tes.
3975. What portion of the line now under consideration did you actually survey? I made the original 
trial survey between G-rafton and Casino, and I staked out the permanent line which is now being altered 
between Casino and Lismore. They went in the wrong place first in doing the permanent staking. I 
propose to go round by Dawson’s. I believe the line has all been altered and improved.
3976. When you receive your instructions from the department to proceed from one point to another, 
do you try to find out the best and most direct route ? Tes.
3977. Could you find a better route between Casino and Grafton ? I walked over the ground seven or
eight times. '
3978. Is there any better route ? Certainly not, or I should have suggested it.

Mr. William G-oodger, late farmer, sworn, and examined :—
3979. Mr..Cox.] Have you resided long on the Clarence? Thirty-one years.
3980. What part ? At Ulmarra, about 10 miles down the river.
3981. Are you a farmer ? I was farming for a number of years, but I am not farming"now.
3982. How many acres have you ? Two hundred acres in Ulmarra—four farms.
3983. What do you grow chiefly ? Maize and oats.
3984. Sugar-cane ? I did grow cane, but my land is not of the quality for growing cane—river-bank land 
is the best for it.
3985. Tou do not front the river ? No. .
3986. What is the average yield of maize in this district ? I should put it at 55 bushels on the average.
3987. Is there any great difference between the alluvial lands on the banks of the river and the land 
which you occupy, with regard to the yield of maize ? Tes. The river-bank land has a much 
larger yield.
3988. What would be the difference between the yield on your land and that on the river banks ? About 
20 bushels an acre on an average.
3989. What kind of land is it that you farm ? It is forest land, with small patches of scrub.
3990. Do you know the country between Grafton and Casino ? I have been through it several times.
3991. Is there any land there equal to the land you farm ? Some of it is. '
3992. Where ? On the creek banks, and on several of the flats I noticed going through.
3993. Would it be possible on portions of that land to cultivate corn at a profit ? Corn, oats, fruit, and 
potatoes on parts of it, but not on the whole of it. The rest of the land would make good grass land if 
it were improved.
3994. None of that land is at present cultivated ? Some parts of it are—there are patches on Myrtle 
Creek.

Mr.
W. Goodger.

30 Bov., 1889.

3995. For what reason is that land not put under cultivation? I think it is for want of means of transit.
3996. The cost of getting produce to market by dray takes away all the profit ? Tes. .
3997. What would you consider the area suitable for agriculture in that country—have you any idea what
it would be ? I could not give you an opinion about that. I have travelled it several times, and there are 
good patches of country that would grow anything, I believe. A Ipt o| this land is suitable for dairying. 
I have a large dairy, too. ' ‘ .3998;
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Mr. 3998. Have you heard what the cost of coustructing a railway between tins and Casino would be? 
W. Goodger. Jjave rea(l it.

3999. Tou are aware that it would amount to many thousands ? Tes.
’ 4000. Do you think it would he possible to get any fair return for that large outlay.30 Nov., 1889. We would have to
pay 7 per cent, on it for interest and working expenses before we could.get any profit. Do you think the 
country would warrant the expenditure—would it give a fair return ? I think it would eventually. If 
the line were constructed as part of a coast line there would be a great deal of settlement there. The 
district is growing very fast. I can notice the growth during the time I have been here, and the increased 
value of the land. ,
4001. So that at Myrtle Creek or at Myall Creek the farmers would send their produce to Grafton and 
to Casino, as it suited them ? To wherever the freight was cheapest.
4002. Do you think that they could ever compete successfully with the growers of corn on the rivers,
having to pay railway freight on their produce ? Hot in a local market, but of course with fair prices 
they could send it to Sydney. .
4003. But do you not think that they would be very considerably handicapped by having to pay freight on
the railway ? Of course they would. ...
4004. Would not that tend very much to stop agriculture in that part of the country ? I think dairying
would be followed there a great deal, because dairy produce is so much more valuable, and the freight no 
higher. . r
4005. Would it not pay to carry on dairying there now—butter is easy to carry f But the steamers have 
not a freezing apparatus.
4006. But how would that apply to the people there now more than if a railway were constructed ? They
could send their produce in at night, and have it put on the steamer in the morning. _
4007. Would not that be possible now ? Ho ; they are too far away. They could not possibly travel in
the time, especially with the roads that they have. _
4008. If they had good roads ? Then it would be a long way by waggon. Of course you cannot drive
fast with a load of produce. _ / . . ’
4009. Tou have been many years a farmer, and you are a practical man. Do you think it would be 
possible to load the railway with butter and other produce of that kind between this and Casino so as to 
pay the working expenses ? It would be some considerable time before you could do that. .
4010. How many years do you suppose ? From ten to fifteen years, judging from the strides that the 
Clarence has made since I have been there. Timber and other things would go by the railway. '
4011. Do you not think that it would be better to wait ten or fifteen years before constructing a railway ? 
That would retard the settlement of the district. At first we had to make our own road with considerable 
trouble.
4012. There is no traffic between the Richmond and the Clarence—they both produce the same com
modities ? Tes.
4013. With the exception of a small passenger traffic ? Hot that I know of. _
4014. The only other article that would be carried by the railway would be timber ? Tes, but timber
getting is a very large industry. _ _ _ ....
4015. Do you think there is sufficient good forest timber between this and Casino to pay anything like
the working expenses of a- railway ? I do think so. . _
4016. Do you urge this railway construction purely for the sake of increasing the population ? Tes, and 
as part of a through line. I understand that this is part of a through line between here and Morpeth.
4017. What benefit would it be to have a through coast line ? It would open up the heads of all the
rivers south, and of the Richmond, Brunswick, and places to the north. . _
4018. What would be the use of that if they had to pay the enormous amount of freight that the carriage
over that long distance will impose ? I believe that the Government would be reimbursed by the sale of the 
land. There are lands on the south side that would bring from £5 to £10 per acre, if the people there 
could get their goods to market. _ .
4019. But those goods could never go to market if they had to pay freight for 300 or 400 miles ? They
have to pay that now. _
4020. But they use the sea now ? Tes. Then they could take them either way. If water carriage was
cheaper they could send their goods by sea. _
4021. Are you not aware that railways can never compete with water carriage? I should imagine so.
4022. Therefore to get all the rich portions of the country in communication with the metropolis and the 
neighbouring colonies you would only want to run down from the interior to the sea ? Tes. _ But there 
are a lot of places where they cannot get over the bar, because the water is too shallow. That is the case 
at the Bellinger and the Hambuccra. I have been over that country, and that is a great drawback to it.
4023. What would they benefit by having a railway? They could send their goods straight on.
4024. What could they grow that would pay the cost of transit—do you think corn would pay it ? I
think corn would go. _ .
4025. Could it bear a freight of lid. per ton per mile for that distance—would not the freight completely 
shut out these people from the market? I do not see a clear way at that rate of freight for sending stuff 
by rail.
4026. It is only within a very reasonable distance that farmers could afford to send such heavy rates to
market by rail ? Tes. .
4027. Would it not be better for the people about these rivers to have good entrances to their harbours
would not they be sufficient without a railway ? Of course I am of opinion that we require both to open 
up the district properly. .
4028. Then you advocate this railway to Casino only on the understanding that it is to be carried right 
through as a coast railway ? Tes ; I look upon it as a part of the coast railway.
4029. But you are unable to see how it would pay if the people had to pay the cost of carriage that I have 
mentioned ? I believe it would increase settlement.
4030. The rest of the people in the community would have to pay the cost of the railway to benefit the
people living along the line ? I do not believe a railway yet has paid working expenses when first 
constructed. _ .
4031. Is that any reason why the Government should run into debt over this one? It may follow that it
will pay. It is a fine district. 4032.
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4032. Chairman."] Tou have been here thirty years ? Tes. jr
4034 Whit his Wn ™ land taten UP f"0m, thf vel'y commencement under the Land Act ? Tes. W. Goodger.
graduany clt ul and syoirfnXPeriinC° “ ^ holdings-have they accumulated, or have they been ^
Ltances it hasleln slSSdel °f C0UrSe caPitalist8 iave taken up the']alld’ and “ several30 N->1889'

tSdisteAt.*^ b6en SOinySOn aS the P^hM^n mSS dSpell^Tes jllore people are coming into

‘“11 °' °”it" "*,1”e!,s!' Y“-
4039 TshthIro0 .l0f/heSe aroaSlaS be?n1 utilized ? Tes; every inch of them.
So wwl 7 ai7mfo? Ibavethe largest dairy in the district.
4040. What is your output ? 120 lb. of cheese daily.
So’ u l0ng r ave7?u ljeen at tllat ? Three years.
404.3’ 5rtLyr°eUisfnd p,rftable ? l have lost, I suppose, £1,000 at it, through Free Trade, 
is the tendency.18 d ^ armS ere’the bigSer men subdivide, and either lease or sell ? Tes ; that
4044. ~ '
and ra
4045. _____

4047 O^'twLii/0^ dlr7at TJlmfra \ U is about 9 miles froin Lnm'arra^

dktrict generally. Wou1^ be ,1«le J™? So benefit at all. It .„nld only benefit tb,

?e°d y“r 1,^0dUC, ,0 m”tet in th6 m”S‘ d™‘ "d 

4058 iKr'a,1,3!* Su?d ’l,lch'"l1 O0* rt“d * h««y rate of freight ? It will not. 
they eleered S el th™ f°r' ““ “ fte b“l ot th« ri"' ? “

would tV^Xindtlions £? ’* f™“ K™ »• ^ »d P«‘ • *7- He

Mr.
O. Duggan.

Cornellus Duggan, butcher and grazier, sworn, and examined
Anla w^’ ZCC^ What are ^u ? I am a butcher and grazier.

^her1e do y°u reside ? About 9 miles from Grafton.
Anri- 70W lmlg baye y°u Keen liv'ing iu the district ? Thirty years.

mation ** “ **»» «• W- K*"' “*•

ae liM? 1

Sdu^Jt^
See^U^ri^t proCtl'er^Se’,0' I’r0daCe lh“ ^ ”» d»»S »™' So; I do

40R3‘ 18 n0rf pol:)jlatl?u I presume that the produce will be greater ? Certainly
4063. What are they likely to do with that produce when they raise it-isteere a localmarkct ? I think

tnat' ia ? geueraHy sent for sale ? To Sydney. ’

Eir.;dl,Sdr To, ”* ”“1*bl° W“to"'-V *» a» pooplo reriding in the cirenoo

S|r,SS TSht™ STe 11 ““ 1
“oE ‘he “unlr7 b6twe“ Gr“f‘“

Any?’ t)° T011 tbmkan-T Portion would be suitable for agriculture P Tes.

ff-ni^lSdJ‘,S^%,Zl,Ofthe01™““it “ to 'hs »£ «» Proposed railway»

bltweelTereaMCatinoP^^tetek^T COnStrUcted h? tbe Government settlement would take place 

4075. Chairman.] Have you anything else that you would like to tell the Committee ? I think not. '

Samuel
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. - Samuel See, Esq., Mayor of Grafton, sworn, and examined :—
S. See, Esq. 4076. Chairman.'] Are you the Mayor of Grafton ? I am. _
— *'—' 4077. How lone; have you been living in the district ? About nineteen and a halt years. , T

'4078. What business have you fpllowed ? Por the first six years I was on the Clarence Eiver I was 
farming, and previous to my coming here, from a boy, I was on a farm. Since then I have been dea ing 
in maize, and have had the general management and control of steamships running-between Grat on,

4079. You have taken a great interest in the proposal to construct this line of railway t 1 have take
some interest in the proposal to construct a line of railway from Grafton. ,
4080. Have you gone into any calculations to show the possibility of this line paying working expenses 
and interest within a reasonable time ? Not actual calculations; but I have made mental calculations, 
and I am firmly of opinion that, taken as a part of a proposed line through Grafton and away south, it
4081 f within what time ? I think probably within the time that it is possible for the land to pay the
p • Vi

4082. Do you think that the southern extension would have to be made before the line would pay ? No,

4083. How far would the line have to go south from here before it would begin to pay ? I think it would 
nay from the moment it was constructed from here to Casino.
4084. What is to make it pay—the people of Casino would not exchange any produce with the people ot
Grafton ? No ; I do not think they would. jot-
4085. You produce what they do, and they produce what you do ? Yes. ,,
4086. Would it not be nearer to them to send their produce by the Eichmond rather than bv the 
Clarence? Probably it would, bearing in mind the improvements to the Eichmond Heads Put those 
are prospective. If the line were constructed now from here to Casino, I think the probability is that it
would be availed of by the people of Casino at the present moment „ ttt- n at. j- i -
4087. Not at the present moment, having regard to the condition of the bar ? Well, they report lo feet
this morning, as against our 12. ,
4088 We were there the other day, and were told the same thing. Your freight is somewhat influence 
by the insurance, is it notis not the insurance charged against the consumer ? Our insurance is very

4089. But in estimating your freights you have to take into consideration the insurance which is charged

4090. llit is a high rate, you charge that proportionately in the freight against your customers ? "Well, 
it is not the insurance that makes the difference ; it is the fact of being able to trade regular y. ie 
freights are cheaper between the Clarence and Sydney because we can trade regularly.
4091 If the works now being carried out at the Eichmond Eiver had the effect anticipated, the trade o 
that district would be done by the Eichmond ? I do not anticipate that any of that trade, will come when
the railway is constructed. . , . , . „
4092. Do you anticipate that there will be sufficient produce passing to and fro to pay for the construction
of the line? Yes, taking the timber. , ,, , r
4093. How much of that line will trade to Casino ? I think for 40 miles Grafton will get the benefit ot
it—from Myrtle Creek, 42 miles. ... , n .
4094. Casino would get the rest of the traffic? I imagine so. Of course it is impossible tor me to say 
from what point the traffic will go to Casino. We should probably get it from a little beyond Myrtle 
CrGsk
4095. Do you know that country at all? No ; I am not acquainted with it.
4096. You were never there until the other day ? No. Of course I know the country on tins side ot it
4097y What do you mean by this side ? The back of the land to the west. I know the character of the 
country for a distance of 20 miles. Past that I only know it from -what I have seen on the road.
4098. What is the character of the country to the west? The country between here and the point to
■where I am acquainted with it is land that would grow oaten hay, wheat, and fruits, ihere aie a so
large forest reserves. „ , . , .
4099. You could only find a local market for oaten hay ? I think we could find a Sydney market.
4100 Could you compete against New Zealand ? I think so, especially under altered circumstances, 
think that oaten hay would grow. I am growing it at the present moment on land very much interior to 
that which I am speaking about. I have had crops for three years, and have obtained from ir to * a ton 
per acre. I consider that the land out there will produce 1 ton to the acre.
4101. What we saw ? Yes. Of course it would be quite different from the hay grown on the Hunter—
that is too coarse. -i u a • j
4102. You think that 1 ton of hay to the acre would pay a farmer to carry it 30 or 40 miles by tram ana
260 to Sydney by water ? Yes. He could grow maize, which, on the present tariff, he is charged IM. a 
bushel, or 6d- a bag, for 60 miles—that is about 5s. a ton. „ ,
4103. Is it a special class ? I am speaking of grain, now, and I am taking a distance ot oO miles, wfiicfi
is, of course, considerably beyond the limit. Parmers getting land out there would probably be able to 
acquire a larger area than they could get here, and of course the mode of living would be cheaper, tailing 
everything into consideration, I think a man could grow maize and barley out there. Barley grows here, 
but the land on the banks of the river is not as good for it as the land out there is. A man out therewith 
a fair area of farming land would be able to compete with a farmer here, remembering the rent that a 
farmer on the Clarence would have to pay—on the average, 30s. an acre. o ta m
4104. There is no doubt that it would take some time to develop all this—five or ten years ? It would ; 
but we shall have a population coming along in that time. There are thousands of boys growing up tor 
whom we have to make provision.
4105. Has not the population of Grafton increased very much lately ? No. .
4106. Is it not a fact that you have a good number of vacant houses ? We have a few, but it is the same
all over the country. . .
4107. The population of the district has not decreased? No ; it has increased.

4108.
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4108. Have not a number of your farmers gone further afield—north ? A good many of them have gone S. See, Esq.
south. ,———\
4109. But have not a good many of them gone north, to Byron Bay and the Brunswick ? A good many 30 Nov., 1883- 
have ; more of late years than to-day. Some have come from the Eichmond here.
4110. Mr. Chr.] "What is your charge for corn between G-rafton and Sydney ? Ocean steamer, Is. 3d.,
without drogherage. ‘
4111. Is. 3d. a bag? Tes, 12s. 6d. a ton.
4112. That is 260 miles ? Tes. .
4113. To carry that by train 40 miles would be another 5s. ? That would be a ton. We are anticipating, 
in fact, we are certain that there will be a reduction in the freight, providing that a harbour is made, so 
that the vessels can enter the rivers at the same time. I quite anticipate a reduction of 25 per cent, 
in the freights. I am mentioning that incidentally, to show that a man living 50 miles out from here
could compete successfully with a man at Tumut. .
4114. Is it a fact that you can only produce less than a ton to the acre here? I produced and stacked
3 tons to the acre the other day, but I am giving what I consider the minimum for the whole of the land 
available for agriculture, . ■
4115. If you can grow 3 tons an acre on the river, will there be any inducement for people to go to Myrtle 
Creek to grow 1 ton ? Tes ; here we have to pay 30s. an acre for the land.
4116. Is it your chief desire to have this railway so that a population may settle on the land ? There are 
many desires. We consider that we are entitled to communication with the people to the south. We 
also think that the G-overnment should make provision for absorbing the population that is growing up.
They will have to go somewhere—they are going somewhere.
4117. Are not many parts of the country here richer than the land between Grafton to Casino ? Tes.
4118. Would it not be much more desirable to settle people on the rich land than on the poor land ? I 
think the land is pretty well alienated, excepting in the reserves, which are locked up.
4119. The lands now reserved will eventually no doubt be thrown open ? They may be, but there are lots 
of people ready to take up the land.
4120. Are you aware that next year all the eastern leases will fall in, and all the land will be open for 
selection ? Tes.
4121. Do not some of these leasehold areas contain superior land to that between Grafton and Casino ?
Probably they do
4122. Would it not be more desirable to carry the railway into that neighbourhood rather than into this 
comparatively poor country ? It is desirable to carry it there, but it is more desirable to carry it here.
4123. Is it not more desirable to save our money and to carry the railway to good country than to try to 
induce people to settle on comparatively poor country? It may be desirable certainly ; but I think it is 
desirable to develop all this land.
4124. Butthe rich first, I suppose ? I would select between here and Myrtle Creek if I could.
4125. If the line were merely for the purpose of connecting the two rivers,' the proper route would not 
be between Casino and Grafton, but where the rivers are much nearer each other—say between Coraki 
and Lawrence ? . Quite so—between Chatsworth and Woodburn, and direct on through the big scrub to 
the Tweed, missing Byron Bay; that is the true policy ; there is no doubt about it, if you wish to get 
where the population is.
4126. Do you think a sufficient quantity of produce would be grown between Grafton and Casino to <
warrant the expenditure of the large sum of money that it would take to construct a railway ? Tes, I do ;
together with the increased passenger traffic that would take place. The increased passenger traffic over 
and above what we hav^now would be considerable.
4127. Do you think that the timber trade would develop to any extent ? I do. We have an enormous 
timber trade here, and my experience as one who carries timber, and knows something about it, is that 
the timber alone will warrant the creation of facilities for carrying it. It is developing into a large 
industry here, and giving employment to hundreds of people. The cutting down of the timber is the 
first question towards clearing the land, and it could not all be carried by dray. I do not think that'these 
lands should be alienated until after the construction of the line, as otherwise they might be taken up for
the purpose of speculation and not for the purpose of settlement. i
4128. Is it a fact that a very large amount of valuable timber is now destroyed when men take up land 
for selection, simply because they have no means of getting it awray ? That is a fact. There has been 
more timber burnt on the Clarence than has been sold, and the same thing is being repeated every day. I 
consider that between here and Casino there is probably some of the finest hardwood in Australia. It 
may be excelled in the south, but not by much.

Hamilton Fisher, Esq., licensed surveyor, sworn, and examined :—
4129. Mr. Zee.] Tou are a licensed surveyor, residing in the Clarence district ?
Grafton.
4130. How long have you been here ? Seventeen years.
4131. Have you had much to do with the survey of lands since you have been here? 
tinually engaged since I have been here-in measuring Crown lands.
4132. Within the immediate district of the Clarence, and outside it? In the Clarence, Eichmond, and
Tw-eed districts, and nearly down to the Macleay. ’
4133. Do you know anything of the route of the proposed railway ? Tes ; I know the line well between 
here and Casino, and I may say right through to the Tweed.
4134. What is the quality of the land through which it passes ? The whole of the land between here and 
Casino is suitable for settlement, and I believe every inch of it would be bought at once if the railway 
were constructed.
4135. Mr. Cox.'] For how far on each side of the line ? Within 7 or 8 miles on each side.
4136. Mr. Zee.] For what class of settlement is the land adapted? Chiefly for agricultural settlement.
4137. What would be grown ? Nearly the whole of the land is suitable for growing oaten hay, fruit, 
and vegetables, i.e., potatoes, &c., also tobacco.
4138. Is it suitable for maize or sugar-cane ? No, excepting in limited areas. There is no land at all 
suitable for sugar-cane, but there is a limited area of land suitable for maize-orowino'

2 («)-P ° °
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4139. Some of this land would lie close to the Clarence Eiver ? None of it would lie close to the Clarence 
Eiver, hut some of it would lie close to the Eichmond Eiver. I am speaking of land away from the 
immediate vicinity of Grafton.
4140. Not yet alienated ? Tes. Erom within 8 miles of Grafton to Deep Creek.
4141. "Would any of the produce raised there find its way to the river for transit ? No. Between the 
surveyed line and the river, for a long distance, the country is intersected by numerous deep and wide 
swamps, across which it would he very expensive to construct good roads, and several such roads would 
have to be made to bring the produce within 15 miles of the river.
4142. Not any of it ? No. I think it would all go by road either one wav or the other.
4143. Some to the Eichmond and some to the Clarence ? Exactly ; according to the distance.
4144. Is there any better land than that which the line passes lying either to the west or east of the route 
between here and Casino ? Only on the river bank.
4145. Would it be possible to divert the line in any way so as to get into a better class of country ? No.
4146. Chairman!] Is the country through which the line runs a fair sample of that 8 or 10 miles on each 
side of it? "Ses. The line passes over the main water-courses, on which the best lands are to be found, 
in such a way that only a very small portion of the best land can be seen. The main road between 
Grafton and Casino, or rather, between Grafton and Deep Creek, passes over the very worst of the land.
4147. Mr. Lee.] And you think it would be settled if opportunities were given to people to get produce 
to market from there ? I am quite sure that the whole of it would be settled.
4148. Are you a land owner? No ; I have not any land in the district only a small indirect interest.
4149. Tou are not personally interested in any land' along the proposed route ? Certainly. I am personally 
interested as much as every other man in the district, but I have no landed interest outside the town. .
4150. Is there anything else you would like to tell the Committee ? I should like to invite your attention 
to some land in the district which, though of much poorer quality than most of the land along the railway 
line, has been brought under cultivation.
4151. Where is it situated? Well, take that piece of country now called New Italy, between Chatsworth 
and Woodburn. Before it was taken up and successfully cultivated, we always looked upon it as the 
poorest land in the district. It is white pipe-clay soil, covered with the heaviest timber, but it has been 
successfully culti\ated for some years. If that land could be cultivated, I am sure this could. .
4152. Chairman.] Do you think a farmer could live under the same conditions as those under which the 
Italians are living ? I do not think that they live under uncomfortable conditions.
4153. Have you read Clifford’s description of New Italy ? No, I have not.
4154. What do they produce there ? Eruit in large quantities. They have beautiful vineyards. There
is no doubt that the land is very inferior to that on the railway lines. _
4155. Is the vine cultivated to any extent on the Clarence ? Tes, it is, to a considerable extent. _
4156. Is any wane made? Tes. I do not know in what quantity ; but there are several wine-making 
establishments.
4157. The chief products of the river at the present time are cane and maize ? Tes.
4158. But the soil is capable is producing many other things? Tes.
4159. Is tobacco grown in any quantity ? No.
4160. Cane and maize are cultivated at the present time, because they yield the best crop, I presume ?
They are cultivated because they grow on the very richest soil. The reason that the second class quality 
land is not cultivated is, that it does not pay to cultivate it, because the means of communication with a 
market are bad. If there were reasonable means of communication with a market, land of an inferior 
quality could be successfully cultivated. _
4161. At about what distance do the lands of which you are now speaking lie back from the river ? Some 
of them are 20 miles from the river.
4162. Down the river from Grafton ? Mostly in to the river. The geological nature of the country 
prevents the making of good roads. It would cost an enormous sum to make a good macadamized road 
over the sandstone formation between here and Casino. I do not think that I can add anything to Mr. 
Donaldson’s estimate of the value of the land. Tou asked one or two of the witnesses whether they had 
looked upon the line merely as a connection between two rivers. It has never been so looked upon.
4163. How do vou look upon it ? I look upon it as a section of the coast line. It you want to connect 
the two rivers, you would go across from Woodburn to Iluka—the line surveyed and recommended years 
ago. Tou would not have to come up here.
4164. Mr. Cox.] Have you ever been to New Italy ? Tes, frequently ; both before and since the land 
was taken up.
4165. Do the people make a living off the land ? I am not aware whether they do now. They certainly 
did not when they took it up first.
4166. How long have they been there ? Six or seven years, or more perhaps. They were the remnant of 
the Marquis de Bay’s expedition.
4167. Do you know what area they occupy—some 3,000 acres ? About th^t.
4168. Do you know the number of Italians settled there ? About thirty families. _
4169. Do you know whether they could subsist there without help from outside ? I believe that they are 
making homes for themselves, to live there altogether on the land.
4170. Do you think it at all likely that they will be able to support themselves on the products of the
land ? I think so, judging from what I have seen. _ _ _
4171. Are you aware that a large number are now employed in cutting timber? I have no doubt that
there are. _ .
4172. Are you aware that a large number are also employed in the sugar works on the river ? Ihey
always have been, since they went there. _ _
4173. Consequently they only make the land their home ? There is no doubt that if they can get better
wages by working at the sugar mills during the season they will do so, but from what I could see of the 
land, going over it, I think they could live off it if they chose.* 4174.

#!Note (on revision):—No Crown ]and in a state of nature in this district is capable of supporting anybody, hence 
people without capital who settle upon the lands are compelled to earn a living for some years outside their homesteads._ The 
men who settled New Italy were practically penniless, and Ihcir efforts have been apparently directed towards the ereation of 
orchards and vineyards, which must necessarily take some years before becoming capable of supporting families. The Italian 
women also work much more in the field than is usual with Australian women of British extraction, thus enabling the men to 
absent themselves to a greater extent.
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4174. Do you think an Englishman could live on the products of that land ? I do not see why he could H. Fisher,
not. . Esq.
4175. Are you aware that these people, as a rule, never taste meat? I do not know that they are the
worse off for that. Some of the men are fine, healthy, strong-looking fellows—you cannot take exception to ov’, ' 
their appearance.
41/6. I suppose they live well when they are working for wages? I think they live well in their own ■
places too.
4177. You^would justify the taking of railways into poor country because this is an instance of poor 
country being made profitable ? I did not say poor country—I said it was land of second class quality.
The land about here is of the richest quality.
4178. Is all the richest land in the district taken up. Are there 1,000 acres of rich land still to be taken 
up, or is it all alienated ? No, certainly, not.
4179. Then why do you try to induce settlement upon the poorer land when there is a large quantity of 
rich land still to be taken up ? We do not contend that the line is to be made to induce settlement only.
4180. Then in the event of the north coast line not being made it would not be worth while to make a line 
from G-rafton to Casino ? Certainly not. Even if the north coast line were not made, there would be 
sufiScient settlement along this line to pay for it. The section of the line between Grafton and Casino is 
much less expensive than that between Casino and the Tweed, and the difference in the cost of construction 
should be allowed for in estimating the interest and working expenses. The line is only a section of the 
line from Morpeth to the Tweed.
4181. What could be produced on the land 10 miles on each side of the line—an area of about 250,000 
acres that would warrant the expenditure of some hundreds of thousands of pounds, and an annual cost of 
£40,000 or £50,000 ? It would not only be for the settlement immediately along the line. The con
struction of a railway would bring other land within touch of a market. I believe it is generally estimated 
that it will pay to carry produce by road for 10 or 15 miles, according to the state of the road.
4182. Is all the land within 15 miles of the Clarence taken up ? No, not all.
4183. Why is it not taken up, if persons could make it pay within 15 miles from good carriage? I did 
not say that they could make any land pay.
4184. Is this land so utterly bad that no person could take it up ? Some of the land within 15 miles of 
the town is quite worthless for agricultural purposes.
4185. We are not only speaking of agriculture—you say that for general purposes the land could be made 
available within 15 miles of a railway or river ? 'Agricultural land.
4186. Is all the land between Grafton and Casino agricultural land? The greater part of it is suitable 
for agriculture.
4187. Is the land between this and the Elying Horse suitable for agriculture ? That' is about the worst 
hit of country that we have, but even along there you will find a good deal of good land. There are 
patches of good land on the Saltwater Creek. There is a good piece of land on Sandy Creek, and there 
are several odd patches of good land even along that very bad piece of country.
4188. Do you think that within the next ten years there will he a sufficient population and sufficient 
produce grown to pay the working expenses of the railway here ? That I am not able to answer.
4189. The Committee could not recommend the expenditure of money on a railway unless they saw a fan- 
prospect of the railway paying—not perhaps in the immediate, but in the near future ? Exactly. All I 
can say is that the land would be taken up or sold, and a large proportion of it made productive. Whether
there will be sufficient revenue produced to pay for the line it is quite impossible for me to say. .

Mr. John Bede Carlton, sworn, and examined:—
4190. Chairman.] Where do you reside ? Near Brushgrove, on the Clarence Eiver. . Mr.
4191. What do you desire to tell the Committee ? I wish to point out the benefit that would be derived J- B. Carlton,
from the construction of a line from the Tweed to Grafton, to form part of the coast railway at some -“"s
future date. 30 Nov., 1889.
4192. It would give a greatly increased value to the land held in the district? No doubt; and it would 
increase the value of the unahenated land too.
4193. To what extent would it increase the value of private land ? I am not prepared to say.
4194. It would not be of any value to settlers on the river ? I think it would.
4195. In what way ? It would benefit people bringing stock across from the Eichmond.
4196. _Would that give much traffic to the railway ? In certain times of the year it would. At Eamornie 
there is one of the largest meat-preserving establishments in the country, and the stock used there comes 
from the north.
4197. Would it surprise you to learn that the Government makes nothing out of the carriage of stock?
That I cannot understand. I was under the impression that stock-carrying was very profitable.
4198. You know very well that if the railway rates were increased it would have a tendency to drive 
stock from the railways to the road ? Not in all cases. It might if grass were plentiful and the distance 
were short.
4199. Those are precisely the circumstances here ? Yes ; but you can get cattle trucked much more cheaply • 
than you can take them by road.
4200. Have you had anything to do with the trucking of cattle ? No.
4201. What is the trucking from Tenterfield to Maitland ? I do not know. Erom Armidale to Earleigh
is 12s. or 13s. per head. &
4202. _ Do you suppose a single fat beast would be sent such a short distance as from Casino to Clarence 
by railway ? I have known them to be sent by train a short distance.
4203. In large quantities ? Yes. As a rule they generally bring their cattle from Tamworth to Armidale
by train, '
4204. The butchers, for the local market ? Yes.
4205. Is not that only in winter ? I have seen them do it in summer-time.
4206. In what other way will this line obtain revenue ? It will be the means of settling people on land 
that is not settled now. People will take up land when they can send their produce from it to market.
4207. That is if they can get a market for the produce. YV e have had evidence from a gentleman here
that in three years he has lost £1,000 by dairying ? There are many things that people take up that they 
do not understand. If people have not had experience they are bound to lose. 4208.



486

Mr. 4208. Have you anything else to tell the Committee ? I have nothing more. It was said, “ "Wliy will not 
J..B. Carlton. a railway do lower down the river.” I know for a fact that in flood-time a railway would not be seen 

^ here, and would be carried away. .
30 Iiov.,1889. 4209. That would be a matter for the engineers to decide? Tes; but the line would have to stand a very 

strong current in flood-time.
4210. Hr, Gox^\ How far is Eamornie from here ? It is 7 or 8 miles to the meat-works by land.

3616 PABLIAHENTABY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEKS.

Thomas Bawden, Esq., ex-Mayor of Grafton, sworn, and examined:—
T.Bawden, 4211. C]iairman.~\ Have you any statement to make to the Committee? Tes. But in dealing with the 

ES(1- questions of railway construction and harbour improvement, for many years past I have done so upon 
national grounds solely. My statement deals with the two questions from that standpoint, for the reason 

39 Nov., 1889. my opinion, shorn of localism, the two questions are inseparable, and should be considered together.
4211i. Tou may make your statement in the form you have it? It is as follows- Tne question of 
railway extension and harbour improvement in these districts being a vital one, it will probably be 
interesting to see what the Statistical Eegister says of them, the districts referred to being the electorates 
of the Clarence, Grafton, Eichmond, Tenterfield, Glen Innes, Inverell, part of New England, and the 
Macleay. Those districts form the north coast tableland and north-western districts of the Colony, and 
all will be largely affected by the construction of the harbour improvements at the Clarence Heads, and 
the authorized lines thence and their extensions. The benefit will be chiefly as regards the tableland and 
north-western district, through their being brought into communication by the shortest means with water 
communication, as well as with an extensive market for the products of those districts. Besides this, the 
coastal line from the Macleay to the Tweed, with the line from Grafton to the west, will place the western 
district in direct communication with districts producing commodities which go largely into consump
tion in those western districts. I look upon it that the true interests of these, districts lie in their being 
drawn together by the closest bonds of commercial unity, if not of political unity also. Hence it is that 
I group them together. In the first place I find that on the 31st March last the total area of land, m the 
whole Colony is given at:—Alienated, 22,686,748 acres, and here I would remark that the term alienated 
only includes freeholds ; it does not include conditional purchases which have not yet had the balance 
of purchase money paid on them ; unalienated, 173,195,402 acres, or a total of 195,S82,lo.O acres. Now, 
our group of districts contains in all 20,108,050 acres, of which 1,681,151 acres only are alienated, leaving 
18,426,899 acres still the property of the Crown—that is to say, a little .under l-10th (about 9 7) of the 
area of the whole Colony is comprised within these districts. Of the alienated land, the proportion as to 
the whole Colony is nearly 13'5. The area of land under cultivation in the whole Colony is 
994,679 acres; in these districts only 150,158 acres are under cultivation, although there is no 
better agricultural land in the world for the growth of cereals . than those vast areas on 
the tableland and western slopes. The distribution of .that cultivation is given as. follows, in 
the respective electorates, indicating that all that is required is means of communication with a market 
to ensure a much larger area being brought under cultivation, as those districts most convenient to water 
carriage show the largest areas under cultivation:—The Clarence, 23,956 acres ; Glen Innes, 8,333 acres ; 
Grafton, 13,392 acres; Inverell, 12,815 acres; Macleay, 32,446 acres; half New England, 8,028; The 
Eichmond, 47,016 acres ; Tenterfield, 4,172 acres. Now, taking the principal crops, the acreage of the 
whole Colony under wheat is 407,641; maize, 171,093; oats, 93,423; potatoes, 15,419. Of the above 
districts it is—wheat, 10,484 ; maize, 73,602; oats, 8,845 ; potatoes, 2,663. The produce of the Colony 
■being—wheat, 1,450,503 bushels; maize, 4,910,404 bushels ; oats, 109,931 bushels ; potatoes, 36,839 tons. 
The produce of these districts being—wheat, 54,257 bushels ; maize, 2,396,943 bushels ; oats, 32,533 
bushels ; potatoes, 6,456 tons. Taking the districts in detail, results show some very interesting facts m 
support of the railway construction contention. First, as regards the acreage of the chief crops :

Wheat. Maize. Oats. Sugar-cane. Potatoes.

Bushels.
1

Bushels.
17,499

Bushels.
51

Tons.
6,000

Tons.
197

1,974
9

1,431 3,321 528
11,861 294 275 557 ‘

4,716 4,432
768

812 189
2,812 2,940 569

24,626 58 165 102
25 11,323 605 8,835 224

Tenterfield ............ .................. 947 1,662 764 297

10,484 73,602 8,845 15,275 2,663

The produce of the acreage above given in crop was as follows :—

Wheat. Maize. Oats. Sugar-cane. Potatoes.

Bushels. Bushels. Bushels. Tons. TonsL
588,421 27,764 489

9,901 26,787 22,229
2,667

1,476
435,272 62 1,199

11,966 81,536 240 528
New England ........................... 17,824 11,489

853,379
8,447

2,139
1,446

385
20 362,803 77,648 533

Tenterfield .............................. 14,546 37,256 1,555 490

Totals.......................... 54,257 2,396,943 32,533 110,218 6,456

Another
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Another important indication of the necessity for providing facilities for reaching markets not now T- Bawden, 
available lies in the extent of the holdings. Contiguity to or readiness of access to markets brings 
increase of settlement, the bursting up of large holdings, and the increase of production, through the on jx icgg 
land being more carefully cultivated. The average acreage of the holdings in the Colony, 0T'’ '
from one acre upwards, is 853. The average holdings in these districts are—the Clarence,
133; Glen Innes, 752 ; Grafton, 237 ; Inverell, 643 ; Macleay, 169 ; New England, 464 ; Eichmond,
318; Tenterfield, 335;—proof here, I submit, that the Clarence, Grafton, and the Macleay,by reason of their 
facilities for export by water-carriage, have an advantage, and that if the other districts were brought 
into communication with them the average areas of the holdings would speedily be cut down by reason of 
the demand for land. Not only this, but large quantities of the unalienated land would be taken up.
These are points that should not be overlooked. Leaving the subject of agriculture, I come to that of live
stock, and I find that our grouped districts possess 51.461 horses, 342,301 horned cattle, 1,077,860 
sheep, and 28,956 pigs. The figures given are taken entirely from the official statistics, and should be 
convincing to the sceptical of the vast importance of these districts even at the present time, an importance 
which I submit more than justifies the construction of railways, even now, as a commercial undertaking. But 
what shall be said of the result of railways leading to the natural ports of those districts in serving to 
promote settlement in what, notwithstanding present production, is literally a waste. The population of 
the districts I have grouped together numbers, roundly, 120,000 souls. The prosperity or non-prosperity 
of whom must reflect benefically or injuriously upon the whole people. But what shall be said of the 
population these districts are capable of sustaining. I believe that following the speedy construction of 
the lines of railway advocated, in these districts, within the space of fifteen years after their completion, 
the population will be far nearer one million than 120,000. I also propose to append to my evidence some 
statistical figures taken by myself from the Statistical Eegister for 1888.
4212. You also hand in a map illustrating your statement ? Yes, showing the scheme that I advocate.
4213. The statistics you hand in are true extracts from the Statistical Eegister ? Yes.
4214. In the statistics which you have handed in, showing the alienated and unalienated land, you have 
carried into the column of the unalienated land the conditional purchases and conditional leases ? Yes.
4215. And you say that Mr. Coghlan has done the same in the Statistical Eegister ? Yes.
4216. So as to show the true quantity of unalienated land the conditional purchases in the various 
counties should be deducted? Erom what appears here as unalienated.
4217. Do you know the country between Grafton and Casino ? Yes.
4218. Do you know it further north.between Lismore, Byron Bay, the Brunswick and the Tweed ? I 
know it to the Brunswick and to the Tweed, but I have never been to Byron Bay. I have never been off 
the road.
4219. There is a great deal of good country all along there ? Yes, I am aware of that.
4220. Eough, but good ; with an extraordinary rainfall ? Yes.
4221. The country between Casino and Grafton is more a grazing country than an agricultural country ?
Yes. The land at the other end is covered with a dense scrub. There is no grass at all upon it, except 
where the timber has been felled.
4222. But a few miles this side of Casino there is fairly good dairying land, is there not ? Yes.
4223. Do you, as a resident of Grafton, really think that there will be any settlement on the land between 
Grafton and Casino to pay the interest and working expenses of the line of railway? Ido. I would 
like to explain that when I speak of working expenses I consider that the State should provide facilities 
for settlement, and they should not immediately look to the railway itself for both interest and working 
expenses. The life of a railway is a very long one, and that should be extended to those who use it after 
the present generation.
4224. But the life of interest is not so long—it has to be paid yearly ? No ; but the life of debt is ; and 
the State should look to the increased production from a railway. I think railways should precede 
settlement.
4225. The object of railways is either to produce settlement or to help settlement; here there would be 
no justification for helping settlement ? No ; but there would be for my scheme as a whole.
4226. Apart from your scheme, there would be no justification for the construction of this railway at the 
present time ? I would not go so far as to say that.
4227. Do you think there is the slightest prospect of the line paying interest and working expenses 
during the next ten years—£51,000 ? I do not think that the interest upon this section of the railway 
would amount to that.
4228. Why ? Because I understand from the railway engineers that this part of the line could he 
constructed for £6,000 per mile, and I do not think that it is right to charge this end for the expensive 
portions of the line. Instead of the line having to pay £50,000 it would probably only have to pay

4229. Do you think a railway will produce settlement in the next ten years to pay interest and working 
expenses ? Yes. I think the timber forests on the line should be largely utilized in making it.
4230. Do you know that the working expenses are likely to be more than the estimate that I have given 
you, because if the line is not connected with the main system of railways there will have to be independent 
workshops ? I am aware of that, but I hope that it will be connected as I advocate.
4231. Which connection do you advocate ? That from here direct west.
4232. To Glen Innes ? Yes ; as the shortest distance to get to the present railway system.
4233. Do you know what is the best grade that they have been able to get on that line ? The heaviest grade 
is 1 in 40. In my calculation of the passenger traffic on the line between here and the Eichmond, which 
was a very rough one, I estimated that in the very early stages of its existence the line would produce 
£6,000 a year. There are pretty close on 6,000 passengers a year travelling across by the very incon
venient mode of communication that exists at present—some coming from Sydney and some from other 
parts of the country.
4234. But assuming that the Eichmond entrance is made as good as this, if not superior to it, what 
would bring passengers here at all? I think people will come here then from other parts of the country.
They would prefer travelling by land to travelling by sea, even if you made the harbour good. Of course 
I speak always in view of my complete scheme.
4235. The interest and working expenses for the whole 40 miles of line will be £120,960;—do you not

think
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think that a great deal of produce which would be sent along the railway would be sent along the rivers 
if their entrances were made good ? I consider that between the rivers the railway will act as feeder to 
the rivers, and will induce a settlement between the rivers that could not otherwise exist, while adding 
to the trade on the rivers. I do not anticipate that any produce will be sent from one river to another, 
neither do I look forward to the time when produce will be taken from here to Sydney by rail.. It would 
be too expensive to do that; but I think produce would be conveyed to the table-land by rail from the 
Tweed and from the Macleay. _ . .
4236. Mr. (7o&.] Nature has behaved very unfairly to the coast districts by placing a terrible difficulty m
the way of communication with the'*table-land ? Yes. _
4237. What would be the great traffic between the table-land here and the coast ? I think that a great 
deal of the merchandize required by the settlers on the table-land would go up from the nearest
I think the agricultural lands on the table-land would be developed by a short line to the coast. We, in 
these coast districts, have to import all our breadstuffs. I am not a believer in growing wheat here, and 
I look to the table-lands of New England as the place from which to get our breadstuffs. Not only will 
we get them from there but the whole Colony could also be supplied from the same locality.
4238. Little or none comes down from there now ? None, and very little other trade is done between the
table-land and coast districts, owing to the differential rates. They appear to have been established to 
cut the throat of this district. ■ , ,
4239. Which takes the greater amount of traffic—the road between Gfrafton and Grlen Innes, or tne road 
between Lawrence and Tenterfield ? I think the road between Q-rafton and Grlen Innes. Some years 
ago it had the trade altogether. I have not been acquainted with the trade on either road for the last

4240. There are two sources from which trade goes to Tenterfield—the Eichmond and the Clarence. A 
large amount goes from Lawrence ? I do not believe any trade in the shape of merchandize or produce 
goes to the Eichmond. I believe an attempt was a made a short time ago when the Fairfield diggings 
broke out to establish a trade between Coraki and Fairfield, but I do not think that it succeeded.
4241. Do you know anything of New Italy ? I have never been there, .but I know the character of tne
country. I have been very close to it. It is 17 miles off the surveyed line to Casino. I know something 
about the habits of the people there and that sort of thing. , . ,
4242. Do you think it is desirable to encourage population to settle on poor land rather than on ricil 
land ? I think that wherever there is land available for settlement facilities for communication with a 
port should be given by the State. There may be reasons for people settling down close to the present, 
population instead of going a distance away. The settlement along the line from here, to y3®110 18 either 
by families already established in the district, who do not like to go very far from their old homes, or by 
people coming herefrom other districts. I know of a man the other day selecting land at Myrtle Creek, 
when he might have gone to the Orara, and got much richer land—land of a different description, scrub,

4243. Did he go to Myrtle Creek in the hope that a railway would be made there ? I do not think so. 
That may have influenced him to some extent, but there is a hope of a railway going towards the Macleay.
4244. "What would be grown between Grafton and Casino ? I think hay and fruit principally, and
dairving would be carried on to a limited extent. .. . ,
4245. Why do you suppose that the land is so suitable for the growth of. hay ? We grow very little hay 
in this district—we import most of our hay, because the land under cultivation is too valuable to grow it. 
It pays the people better to use it for growing other crops, such as maize. If this poorer land were thrown 
open, and hay grown there to a large extent we should be enabled, when the entrance to the river was 
improved, so that larger.vessels could come up, making a reduction in freights, to send hay to Sydney and
sell it at a profit. ■ . , • o nn
4246. Are there not large areas of land in the vicinity of the river suitable for hay growing r there is
not very much of it. _
4247. Why is the land not suitable ? It is rather too rich. .
4248. But adjoining the alluvial flats on the river P I do not think they are
are generally too swampy. . j n • o
4249. Is not that the case with a great deal of the land between Grafton and Casino . 
not if it is cultivated; it generally gets too dry, I fancy. .
4250. Is not the Wooroowoollgen land very wet ? It is wet in wet seasons.. . .
4251. Would it be suitable for the cultivation of hay ? I think it would be if it were cleared ; it
require a little draining. .
4252. Could the land be drained sufficiently well to be put under cultivation P
could be obtained. . o -w
4253. Chairman^ Do you know Mr. Darley, the Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and.Eivers . xes.
4254. He said that this land is some of the poorest country in Australia ? I do not think that Mr. Darley
knows anything about land, though he may be a very good engineer. • j o
4255. We have heard the land between the Flying Horse and Lawrence spoken of as good grazing land. 
I think it is too heavily timbered to be good grazing land.
4256. Have you ever seen good grazing lands growing ironbark and gum? Yes,.1 have.
4257. Where ? On the Darling Downs, and I have seen it on the head of the Eichmond Eiver.
4258. You have resided in the district a great number of years ? Yes, rather over forty-nine years.
4259. And at one time represented the Clarence in the Legislative Assembly ? Yes.
4260. You have had ample opportunity of seeing the progress of all the northern districts .
4261. Has the development of these districts gone on very rapidly during the last ten years .
4262. More so than in other parts of the Colony ? I believe so.
4263. Has the production developed in proportion to that in other parts of the country, or to a greater
extent? I think to a greater extent. n
4264. After your long experience of the district you have come to the conclusion that a railway here would 
ndt'serve the district sufficiently? Not unless a connection were made.
42@5. Of the two you favour a connection with the table-land of New England ? Yes.
4266. You are strongly of opinion that an outlet for the west would do more to develop the resources of 
this great country than the coastal railway would do ? Certainly. My opinion is that there should be a
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coastal railway from the Macleay to the Tweed; and a connection with central New England and the 
country further west. That would do more to develop the resources of the district and settle people on 
the land than anything else, accompanied of course with the improvement of our harbours.
4267. The production of maize on the Clarence is something enormous ? Yes. That would go by water 30 “°7->1889' 
to Sydney at 12s. 6d. per ton.
4268. What would it cost to take it by train 300 miles? It would come under class A and cost
£1 Is. lOd. .
4269. We have been informed to-day by a ship-owner that if the Clarence heads were improved the rate
of freight would probably be reduced ? 1 think so. Some time ago when there was a brisk competition
between the steam companies maize was carried at 6d. a bag, and with larger steamers it could be carried 
at that now.
4270. Consequently very little of that could be expected to go by rail ? Very little. It would always go
by water. "
4271. You deal with this railway question as a w^hole ? Exactly. I have never looked at it as a local
question. •
4272. You are probably willing to admit that there are sections that will not pay ? That is very likely, if
they are taken alone. *
4273. You know that the annual cost of the railway would be very large ? Yes.
4274. - Do you think there is any prospect of its giving a reasonable return ? I believe so, within five or 
six years, because I think that the vast estates on the Eichmond will be broken up, and a large number of 
families settled there.
4275. You can take no account of the traffic in maize, which is a very large item in the produce at the 
present time ? Yes. But I think that it is very likely that the people residing on the rich brush lands 
between Lismore and the Tweed may require maize, and if they follow up dairying pursuits they will also 
require fodder.
4276. Is there any other source from which the railway might obtain freight? I think a large income 
would be derived from timber. That magnificient forest between Sandy Creek and Myrtle Creek should,
I think, in the interests of the State, be carefully tended, and no trees in the reserve sold unless they were 
properly matured, and a good price got for them. The consumption of timber in the Clarence district 
is very nearly 1,000,000 feet annually. To bring that here now costs 4s. 6d. per 100 feet, but to bring it 
by rail it would not cost more than Is. 9d. or 2s.
4277. Chairman.'] There is no doubt whatever, that if there ivere railway communication between this
part of the Colony and the table-land of New England, there would be an absolute interchange of com
modities, because you grow here what they do not grow there, and they produce there very largely what 
you want down here ? Yes. .
4278. So that, instead of the market for maize being limited to Sydney, you wpuld have the whole of that 
porth-western country for a market ? Yes.
4279. Do you think that the farmers here would grow lucerne to any extent if they had a market? Yes.
4280. It grows very well here ? Yes. -
4281. Do you know what the yield is ? I cannot say.
4282. It is not largely cultivated, owing to the absence of a market ? A few persons grow lucerne, but
only for local requirements, because the freight in the present steamers is too high to allow them to send 
it to Sydney, and we have no back market. The connection with the table-land would give us a market, 
and relieve the Sydney market. '
4283. It would give you a larger market, and almost a monopoly of the north-western market ? I think 
it would. I think we could deliver it more cheaply there than we could from any other part of the 
Colony. I have just learned from a reliable authority that the trade on the Grlen Innes Eoad is four times 
that on the road to Tenterfield, and 60 bales of wool came in yesterday from Grlen Innes. I hand in' a 
return showing' the railway merchandise rates in comparison between Tenterfield, Grlen Innes, Inverell, 
and Armidale on the one hand, and the respective ports of Sydney, Brisbane, Grafton, Newcastle, and 
Byron Bay on the other.

T. Bawden, 
Esq.

Herbert.Valentine Haynes, Esq., licensed surveyor, sworn, and examined:—
4284. Chairman.] Are you a licensed surveyor ? Yes. H.V. Haynes,
4285. In the district of Grafton? In that part of the district traversed by the railway from Grafton to Esq.
the watershed between the Clarence and Eichmond Eivers. ” ‘ /——n
4286. You are working under the District Surveyor ? I am. 30Nov., 1889.
4287. What evidence have you to give us that has not already been given by the District Surveyor ?
TV ell, the evidence that could be brought forward with reference to this railway is so extensive, that I 
very much doubt whether anyone could give it all. One of the Committee referred just now to the. 
unkindness of nature to this district, because we are so isolated. We are so cut off that we may be 
regarded as a colony within a colony ; but whereas a colony has the advantage of managing its own affairs, 
and of spending the proceeds of its land upon itself, we are debarred that privilege. If this part of the 
Colony had had the disposing of things here, it would have undoubtedly constructed railways. We 
claim—at least I claim—and I am sure I am speaking the mind of all the residents here—that we have 
a right to a railway. . .
4288. We are not discussing your right, or what you would do if you were a separate colony. We want 
you to give us what information you can with regard to the railway from Grafton to the Tweed ? I 
know the district very well, having traversed it in many directions, and I am also well acquainted with 
other parts of the Colony, such as Bathurst, Orange, Molong, and Sydney, with which this favourably 
compares. It has been said that because the land here is comparatively poor, the railway should not be 
constructed, but I desire to point out that it is sometimes an advantage to have a railway constructed on 
poor rather than on rich land. Sydney was founded in poor country, and as a consequence the people 
had to push out early until they found better. Now, if we had a railway across the poor country here 
the people having first settled that, will push out further and find the rich. It is quite a mistake to 
■suppose'thafc there is no rich country between this and Casino. I know Saltwater Creek very well, 
having been instructed by the Government to survey and report upon it. It is the creek draining the 
greater part of the country within the Grafton district through which the railway will pass.

4289.
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H. V. Haynes, 4289. Mr. Cox.'] How far is it navigable ? It is navigable for about half way between Saltwater Bridge 
Es<l- and tbe Clarence River.

/~wA—T' 4290. Chairman.] How many miles ? I suppose 7 or 8. ..
30Nov., 1889. ^291 _ They do not want a railway there if it is navigable for that distance? It is navigable for small

4292. How many thousand acres of agricultural land are there on the banks of that creek? I suppose
there are 6 or 7 miles on both sides of -the creek frontage. _
4293. How many thousand acres ? About 14 square miles of agricultural land.
4294. That is 7 miles fronting the river and a mile wide ? Yes. That is taking the average. Of course
it would be impossible to find one block of that area, but, taking one piece here and another there, I have 
no hesitation in saying that there would be as much. _ _ _
4295. How much of this land has been taken up ? It is now, I believe, within a leasehold area, and none 
of it has been taken up—an argument why a railway should be constructed.
4296. How far is that from here ? It varies from about 16 to 23 or 24 miles.
4297. How far is it from Lawrence ? About 17 miles. _ -
4298. Does it run into Broadwater ? No. It runs into the Clarence, just below Lawrence.
4299. It is navigable 7 miles up from Lawrence, so that they would only have about 7 miles of haulage 
for a railway ;—is that a justification for spending £733,000 ? I am not aware that because there is a 
river to which produce could be brought it proves that produce would not be brought to a railway. It 
might be brought to a railway when it was not brought to a river.
4300. Is not water carriage cheaper than train carriage ? It may be cheaper. _ _
4301. If a railway were constructed it would be to bring produce to market? To bring it ultimately to
some market. If a railway were constructed, there would be a larger local market available than there 
is at present. With regard to the comparison of distance between Lawrence and Grafton, I think it 
is an undoubted fact that the chief settlement on a river, and I have witnessed a great niany 111 this 
Colony and in other parts of the world, is at the head of navigation;—such is the case, for instance, 
on the Thames, and on the Hooghley. _
4302. Can you give us any evidence showing a reason for the construction of the line, and the possibility 
of its paying working expenses ? I have a piece of land myself which came into my hands about f°ur 
years ago which is very similar to the land that will be traversed by the proposed railway. At that 
time it was grazing land, but I have grown many varied and profitable crops upon it. I have grown 
potatoes, turnips, carrots, parsnips, vetches, beaus, mustard, chicory, hay, sugar-beet; besides rearing pigs 
and poultry.
4303. Do you know the North Shore ? Yes. _ _ • .c i,- o mi •
4304. Weil, I have grown everything there that you have mentioned, with the exception ot chicory . this
country is better than that of North Shore.
4305. What area have you ? About 40 acres. _ j t • i
4306. How much profit have you made by growing these articles ? Enough to pay a man and ms keep.
4307. How much was that ? About £75 a year, but then only a small part of the land was under 
cultivation—not more than about IS acres was under cultivation. .

How many loads of manure did you put on it ? I put none on it.
Has the land a water frontage ? It has.
To what creek ? To the Clarence River.
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Mr. John Henry Munro, stock and station agent, sworn, and examined :■—
Chairman.] What is your business ? I am a stock and station agent.
You have been residing in G-rafton for a long time ? Yes, sixteen or seventeen years.

___ Would you tell the Committee what you want them to know ? I could confirm a great deal of the
30 Nov., 1889. eviaeilce that you have heard to-day, but it struck me that one matter has been omitted with regard_ to 

the return from the railway. I think it has been calculated that the profit to the revenue is something 
like £3 a head for each individual. I think there is very little doubt that there would be a population 
between here and Casino within 5 or 10 miles of the line of 5,000 people, and that should be taken into 
consideration when the revenue of the railway is spoken of. _ i -i o
4314. Would you apply the whole of that £15,000 to the reduction of the annual cost of the railway . 
Certainly not; but a great proportion of it. But if these 5,000 people were there, in the nature of things 
they would increase, and consequently the revenue would increase with them—that is the only point that 
I think has been omitted.
4315. Mr. Cox.] No doubt the very fact of a railway being constructed through a piece of country tends
very materially to the development of that country, and the settlement of people upon it ? There can be 
no question about that. __ ... , , i j. •
4316. Is there anything else to warrant the taking of the line in this direction, when we know that m
other portions of the country there are lands of. a superior quality ? If this is to be a main line I see no 
other direction which it can take. , .
4317. You only look on this line as being desirable in the event of a north coast line being constructed .

. Yes, and a line to the table-land. _ •
4318. You would not advocate the expenditure of this large sum of money merely to make a line from
G-rafton to Casino? If it were not for a future conuection I should not advocate a line between here 
and tbe Tweed. I have had something like twenty years’ residence in the western district, and I think I 
know it as well as any one in the country. I have resided in the Gwydir and Barwon districts, and 1 
think that if a line were taken from here to the table-land, it would develop those districts as well as these 
on the coast. _ _ . .
4319. Do you advocate a line between G-rafton and Casino, in the hope that in the future it will be
extended to Tenterfield ? No. I do not think that Tenterfield is the centre of New England, or that a 
line there would meet the wants of the people of New England. _ •
4320. Your reason for advocating this line is, that it should be a great coast line from south to north, 
eventually connecting with the table-land ? With the central table-land.

4308.
4309.
4310.

Mr. J. H.
Munro.

4311.
4312.
4313.

4321.
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4321. It would be of far more importance to you to be connected with the northern system than with the Mr. J. H. 
and Macleay^ ' 676 S° ’ ^Ut ^ere a Sreaf; deal of rich land unoccupied to the south, between here Munro.

4322. If we spend immense sums of money to construct ports, do you not think that it would be better 30No'r->1889-
to take the railway to those ports instead of to Sydney ? I am certain of it. ‘

Samuel See, Esq., sworn, and further examined :—
4323. JfifaeM.] I should like to supplement my evidence. I wish to inform the Committee about some
*..?? oo -f h^e dellcac7 ih speaking, inasmuch as I am interested in it, and that is a coal-seam
within 22 miles of Grafton up the river—I think 8 or 9 miles from the river
4324. Chairman.-] How far have you proved it ? I have gone down to 75 feet in depth from the top, and
I have struck a seam 46 feet from the surface, of 8 feet.
4325. Clean? Good coal. I have had sections of it exhibited in Grafton. There is an 8-ft. seam, a 
4-lt. seam, a seam 4 ft. 6 in., and another 3 ft. 6 in.
ffofficiaHy ^ WilkinS011 rePorted on ^ ? Mr. Wilkinson has inspected it. He has not reported upon

4327. Have you had an anylysis made ? Tes.
4328. Have you got it with you ? No. Dr. Eobinson has seen the sections I have sent away, and has
pronounced them excellent. I have engaged him to visit the district. I have spent something like 
i<8,0C0 over it. 1 6
S When Mr. Wilkinson saw the mine how deep was it ? I had not got these seams, 
loo, an outcrop that he saw ? No. I had driven to get shale, and discovered the coal.
4331. Dr. Eobmson has not seen it yet? He has seen the section. Mr. Wilkinson has not seen the 
larger seam, but he directed that certain works should be done where it would be found. He also informed 
me that there was a coal-measure underlying Grafton at a depth of 600 or 700 feet.

8. See, Eaq. 

30 Nov., 1889.
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A.
GRAFTOX-TWEED RAILWAY.—GRAFTON TO CASINO SECTION.

Schedule showing percentage of land—1st., alienated; 2nd., leasehold areas and reserves; 3rd., now
available.

Parish. Alienated.
Leasehold

or
Reser\ ed.

Available. Parish Alienated.
Leasehold

or
Reserved."

Avail-able.

County Clarence— County Richmond—
Great Marlow............. 95 5 continued.
Clifden....................... 20 30 50 Dobie............................. 2 25 73

5 (,5 30 35 63 2
20 55 5 40

3 97 25 75
5 GO • 30 53 17
3 97 55 40 5

15 GO 5 65 20 15
Whiteman.................... 100 Coombell ..................... 15 85

80 20 75 25
40 60
15 85

Camira ........................ 15 85 Hogarth........................ 7 81 2
99 1 75 25

3 17 80 99 1
l 99 50 50

Pcwerpa ...................... 10 90 i£ast Casino .................. 98 2

GRAFTON-TWEED RAILWAY.—LISMORE TO TWEED SECTION.
Schedule showing percentage of land—1st., alienated; 2nd., leasehold areas and reserves ; 3rd., now

available.

Parish. Alienated.
Leasehold

or
Reserved.

Available. Palish. Alienated.
Leasehold

or
Reserved.

Available

85 9 6 80 20
Tomki ....................... 95 5 Brunswick .. ... . 77 20 3
Kjogle . . .. ....... 99 1 Mullumbimby ......... 50 3 47
Bungabbee ......... 66 30 4 Billinudgel .. . . 57 18 25
South Lisrrore . . 100 Too1ond ... 100
Noith Lismore . 92 8 Nullum .. . 85 15
Lismore........................... 100 Mooball ... . 55 18 27
South Gundurimba .......... 100 Dunbible ................... 55 20 25

35 40 10 50
Tunstall .... ,. . 91 7 2 Burrell .. . . 6 2 92
Bexhill .. . . ... 90 10 Murwillumbah ............ 42 16 42
Tuckombill........................... 96 3 1 Condong .... .. 75 3 22
Teven .................................... 97 3 Chilhngham . 5 50 45
Dunoon ...................... 55 40 5 Kynnumboon ........ 45 33 22
Clunes ................... 85 14 1 Berwick . . . 32 13 65
Byron . . . . .. 70 30 Cudgcn ........ . 60 20 20
Whian Whian....................... 5 65 30 Tjgalgah . ... 100 .........

N.B.—These figures are approximate onlj.

[To Evidence of T. Bawden, Esq ]
B.

STATISTICS, 1888.—PRODUCTION. 
STOCK.

Horses. Sheep. Pigs. Ordinary Stock. Dairy Cows.

Clarence ...................................................................... 6,442 1,032 3,571 12,467 1,679
Glen Innes ............ ................ ... . 4 370 237,408 2,095 35,233 2,478
Grafton ........................... .................. . 6,624 2,361 4,721 27,772 2,311
Inverell ............................ ... 5,008 235,226 2,439 2C,732 1,603
Macleay............................................. ............. 6,491 672 9,713 19,743 3,065
New England.............................................. . 4,836 506,337 3,126 21,108 1,869
Richmond.......................................... . . . 13,309 1,777 1,199 120,485 10,856
Tenterfield ............................................. 4,321 93,047 2,092 58,691 2,209

Totals...................................... 51,461 1,077,860 28,956 316,231 26,070

Noth —A large portion of the Richmond Electorate is upon Clarence waters, and, consequently, connected with the ClarenceYulgilbar, 
Tuerulan, Benalho, Sandilands, Toolorn, Wondabury, Mosquito Creek, and Cheviot Hills North,
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STATISTICS, 1888—PRODUCTION'.
Ceops.

APPENDIX. ]_« 3

Wheat. Maize. Oats. Potatoes. Sugar-cane.

Clarence ..................................................
Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres.

6,000Glen Innes ........ *.................. .............. • , 1,974
9

4,716

1,431 3,321 528Grafton...................................... ...........
Inverell.................................................. 4,432

24,626
768

11,323
1,662

812
58

2,940

189
102
569

Macleav ....................... :................ nr.
New England .......................................... 2,812

25
947

Richmond ..................................................... . .. 8,835Tenterfield .............................................. . 764 29?
Totals...................................... 10,434 73,602 2,663 15,275

Peoduoe.
1

Wheat. Maize. Oats. Hay. Potatoes. Sugar-cane.

Clarence ..................................................
Bushels. Bushels.

588,421
26,787

435,272
81,536

853,379
11,489

362,803
37,256

Bushels. Tons.
256 

1,065
491

1,244
257 

2,693 
1,212

975

Tons.
489 

1,476 
1,199

528
385

1,446
533
490

Tons.
27,764Glen Innes .......................................... 9,901 22,229

62
240

Grafton .......................................... 2,667Inverell .............................................. A 1,966
Macleay ..............................................
New England .......................................... 17,824

20
8,447

Riclimond .......................................... 77,648Tenterfield .............................................. 14,546 1,555 ............. .
54,25? 2,396,943 32,533 8 1Q6 6,456 110,218

Total Nlmbeb op Holdebs op Land.

Clarence ...................................................................................................................... 83?
Glen Innes ............. •................................................................................................... 421
Grafton............................................................... . u.. ..ii.. .u
InTerell........................................................................................................................................... 506
Macleay ..........     1^80
New England .............................  633
Richmond.................................................................................................................... 1,996
Tenterfield .................................................................................................................. 466

Total........................... ........... ....... .............. 6,685

Abeas op Holdings.

Total area. Average area of 
Holdings over 1 acre.

Alienated Holdings 
over 1 acre.

Area cultivated, 
including

Crown Lands.

Clarence........ ............................ ;............... <.........
Acres.

537,600, 133
Acres.
111;397

Acres.
23,987

Glen Innes ......... .......... •............ ..................... 2,433,280 752 316,656 8,829
Graftoh*.....-.................. ............................................ 1,386,240 237 176,576 13,392
Inverell.......................... ............................... ........... 1,905,280 643 325,650 •12,819
Macleay............................■.■...........................•.............. 1 703,680 169 199,576 32,471
New England ............. •............................................ 2,282,240 464 496,923 8,040
Richmond.................................................................. 2,867,200 318 633,887 47,061
Tenterfield ................. ■............................ ............... 1,972,480 335 156,128 4,374

15,088,000 '2,416,793 150,973

Area op Land Cultivated.

Clarence......
Glen Innes ...
G rafton .......
Inverell .......
Macleay .......
New England 
Richmond .... 
Tenterfield ...

Totals

Acres. Hands employed.

23.956 1,461
8,333 634

13,392 903
12,815 772
32,446 1,789
8,028 813

47,016 3,368
4,172 521

150,158 10,261
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STATISTICS, 1888.—MONETARY AND FINANCIAL.

Savings Bank.
' Grafton—No. of depositors, 1 January, 1889, 727 j amount, £24,058 12s. 6d. j increase since 1 January, 1888,
£1,732 15s. 7d.

124 APPENDIX.

Electkic Telegbaphs.

Messages. Value.

1,520
919

£ s. d.
85 3 8
54 17 5

19,246 1,406 .1 5
105 0 41,801

2,659 143 2 1
5,268
1,525

323 11 1
78 4 11

3,554
873

192 12 9
62 1 1

2,505 139 15 9
2,212 79 7 5

42,082 2,669 17 11

Maim.
Grafton, South Grafton.—Mails made up weekly, 163 j distance travelled, 4,168 miles.

STATISTICS, 1888.—MISCELLANEOUS. 

Land Sale and Occupation.
Conditional Purchase Applications Keeeived.

No. of
Applications. Area applied for. Deposit paid.

a. r. ?• £ B. d.
Casino ................................................................................. .................... 75 14,452 2 32 1,493 5 11
Glen Innes .............................................................................................. 31 3,754 2 0 389 19 C
Grafton...................................................................................................... 137 13,112 2 0 1,574 2 0
Inverell...................................................................................................... 49 6,377 3 0 747 19 0
Lismore...................................................................................................... 87 7,326 3 0 1,321 19 6
Tenterfield.................................................................................................. as 3,163 3 0 316 7 6

407 48,187 3 32 5,813 13 5

Yalue of Property, Bates, &c., in Boroughs and Municipal Districts.

Capital value of 
property.

Annual value of 
improved lands, &c. Ordinary Rates. Total Receipts.

£
108,800

£
5,286

£
381

£
801

120,000
409,198
608,880
280,000
299,151
77,100

180,600
229,460

9'851
25,909

462 1,090
1,274
1,179

2,944
2 34832£01

20,000 982 1,255
19 096 854 3,310

5 122 
13,589

210 421
378 891

8,973 5S2 662

2,313,189 140,427 6,302 13,722

STATISTI ~S
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STAHSTICS, 1888—MISCELLANEOUS.
Land Sale and Occdpation.

Counties. ^Area Alienated. Unalienated.

Acres.
Buller ............................................. Q
Arr&Wi.ttn .................... .......... 118A13 1,233,567Burnelfc.............................................. 174,521 1,113,479Clarke ................................. 15,004 927,076Clarence ............. ....................... 90,360 749,080Clire ................................................................... 25,085 968,195Cour.nlie............................. ......................... 269,133 998,367Drake . ......................... .. ... 73,179 838,181
Dudley ......................................... 30,919 916,081
Fitzroy ... .. , . 18,364 821,316
Gough ................................................. , . , 152 441 1,018,156Gresham .................................... 9,256 758,744
Hardinge ... .................................... 46,577 1,018 383
Murchison .. .................. 85,698 1,122,612
Raleigh . . . . ..................................... 8,892 983,388
Richmond ..................................... 64,547 631,773
Rous............................................................. . 155,251 1,227,149
Sandon .................................................................. 183,009 707,871
Stajylton ..................................................... 151,363 1,435,837

1,681,151 18,426,899

Burnett ..........................7................................ 174,521 1,113,479
Courallie........................................... 269,133 998,367
Murchison ............................................................. 85,698 1,122,612
Stapylton ............................................................ 151,363 1,435,837
The remaining counties.......................................... 1,000,436 13,756,604

Total......................... 1,681,151 18,426,899

* The areas alienated inc’ude onlv 
those lands of which the full 
amount of purchase moneys have 
been paid, and do not include 
conditional purchases upon which 
balances are still duo, nor do they 
include areas held and occupied 
under conditional leases.

STATISTICS, 1838-POPULATION.

The Clarence __
Glen Innes .........
Grafton .............
Inverell .............
Macleay .............
New England (£)
Eichmond............
Tenterfield ........

Estimat3d Population.
9,720

11,505
11,135
11,680
17,915
10,400
29,650
12,490

Electors on Rolls. 
1,941 
2,301 
2,237 
2,336 
8,587 
2,080 
5,930 
2,498

114,315 22,903

Increase since 1871 in Grafton and the Clarence, 12,190 souls; since 1881, 6,659.

[Zb Evidence of T. Bawden, .E’sj',]
Bl.

RAILWAY. 
Merchandise Rates.

Per Ton.

Special Classes. Classes.
Distance

A. B. 1st. 2nd. 3rd. 4th.

Miles. £ s. d. £ S. d. £ S. d. £ 8. d. £ s. d. £ S. d.
Tenterfield to Sydney ................................. 479 1 10 9 2 19 3 5 18 6 7 7 7 10 5 10 13 5 1

Do Grafton ............................... 157 0 14 0 1 5 7 2 11 3 3 3 6 4 8 1 5 13 9
Do Byron Bay............................. 132 0 12 2 1 2 0 2 3 11 2 14 5 3 15 5 4 17 4

Glen Innes to Sydney ............................. 422 1 7 11 2 13 7 5 7 1 6 13 4 9 5 11 11 19 5
Do Grafton ................................ 101 0 10 0 0 17 8 1 15 3 2 3 5 3 0 2 3 17 9
Do Byron Bay .............................. 189 0 16 1 1 9 11 2 19 9 3 14 2 5 3 1 6 12 11

Armidale to Sydney ..................................... 358 1 4 9 2 7 2 4 14 3 5 17 4 8 3 6 10 10 7
Do Grafton................................ 167 c 14 8 1 6 11 2 13 11 3 6 10 4 12 9 5 19 9
Do Byron Bay............................. 253 0 19 6 1 16 8 3 13 3 4 11 1 6 G 9 8 3 4

Inyercll to Sydney . ......................... 464 1 10 0 2 17 9 5 15 6 7 3 10 10 0 7 12 18 4
Do Grafton ............... 115 0 13 1 1 3 11 2 7 10 2 19 4 4 2 3 5 6 2
Do Byron Bay . . 2H 0 18 5 1 14 6 3 8 11 4 5 7 5 19 0 7 13 6

Newcastle to Tenterfield . . . 377 1 5 8 2 9 1 4 18 1 6 '2 1 8 10 1 10 19 2
Do Glen Innes........................... 320 1 2 10 2 3 4 4 6 8 5 7 10 7 10 2 9 13 0
Do Armidale 256 0 19 8 1 17 0 3 13 10 4 11 10 6 7 9 8 4 8
Do Inverell . 362 1 4 11 2 7 7 4 15 1 5 18 4 8 4 10 10 12 5
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RAILWAY. 
Meeohandisb Rates.

._ •

Distance.
Truck Loads (not exceeding 6 tons). Per 4-wheeled Truck.

Special A Class. Miscellaneous. Hay.

Miles. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.
Tenterfield to Sydney .............................................................. 479 7 9 10 6 14 10 5 0 1

Do Grafton.............................................................. 157 3 15 0 3 7 7 2 5 5
Do Byron Bay ...................................................... 132 3 7 7 3 1 0 1 19 5

Glen Innes to Sydney..................................... ......................... 422 6 18 5 6 4 7 4 10 10
103 2 19 5 1 12 6

Do Byron Bay ...................................................... 189 4 4 3 3 15 10 2 12 4i
Armidale to Sydney.................................................................. 358 6 5 6 5 13 1 4 0 5

Do Grafton......................................... ........................ 167 3 17 10 3 10 2 2 7 7
Do Byron Bay .......................................................... 253 5 2 3 4 12 Oi 3 3 2

Inverell to Sydney .................................................................. 464 7 6 10 6 12 2 4 17 8
Do Grafton .................................................................. 145 3 11 5 3 4 4 2 2 7
Do . Byron Bay.............................................................. 231 4 16 2 4 6 7 2 19 9

Newcastle to Tenterfield.......................................................... 377 6 9 4 5 16 6 4 3 6
Do Glen Innes .......................................................... 320 5 17 3 6 5 7 3 14 3
Do Armidale............................................................... 256 5 2 10 4 12 7 3 3 10
Do Inverell..... ........................... ................................ 362 6 6 4 5 13 9 4 1 1

C
.Statistics r of Trade at the Tweed River.

Sir, Customs, Tweed River Heads, 10 December, 1889.
I have the honor to forwai-d herewith, at the request of the Chairman of the Sectional Public Works Committee, 

some statistics relating to the trade outwards from the Tweed River.
As, at the time of the visit of the Committee to the Tweed Heads, I was suffering from an affection of the throat, 

which precluded me from speaking, except in a low tone, I trust my evidence, with the addition of the enclosed 
memoranda, will be found to be satisfactory. I have, &c.,

EDWARD OSLER,
To the Secretary, Public Works Committee, Sydney. Sub-Collector.

In 1880—Vessels outwards, 49 sailing and steam = 5,062 tons register, including 922 tons in ballast.
In 1881—Outwards = 5,434 tons, including 1,881 tons in ballast.
In 1882—Outwards = 6,042 tons, including 360 tons in ballast.
In 1883—-Outwards = 6,500 tons, including 625 tons in ballast.
In 1884 - Outwards = 7,873 tons, including 464 tons in ballast.
In 1885—Outwards — 10,841 tons, including 712 tons in ballast.

This tonnage in ballast is principally Colonial Sugar Co. ’s steamers.
In 1886—Outwards = 12,668 tons, including 491 tons in ballast.
In 1887—Outwards = 12,354 tons register, including 960 tons in ballast.
In 1888—Outwards, 107 = 7,751 tons,' including 276 tons in ballast.
In 1889 (ten months)—Outwards, 90 = 6,953 tons ; none in ballast.

The s.s. “Karuah,” 82 tons, replaced the s.s. “Tweed,” 151 tons.
The s.s. “Tweed,” 151 tons, started to run the latter end of 1885, duringH886 and 1887. Was lost early in 1888. 
The s.s. “ Terranora” stopped running here in 1885, early. "

30 November, 1889. EDWARD OSLER,
----------- Sub-Collector.

Outwards from Tweed River.
1880—

382 tons sugar, at £20 per ton.....................
89 tons molasses, at £10 per ton.................
891,000 square feet timber, at £5 per M .. 
880 bushels maize, at 2s. 6d. per bushel ..
264 hides, at 10s. each ................................
9 casks tallow (say 3 tons), at £15 per ton 
13 cases sundries, at £1 each ....................

2,716 tons sugar, at £20 per ton....................
. 389 tons molasses, at £10 per ton .................

2.924.000 square feet timber, at £5 per M__
1,152 hides, at 10s. each ................................

■ 25 casks tallow (say 9 tons), at £15 per ton .
612 packages sundries, at £1 each .................

Total......................
1889 (ten months)—

1,786 tons sugar, at £20 per ton...................
352 tons molasses, at £10 per ton .................
1.804.000 square feet timber, at £5 per M
927 hides, at 10s. each....................................
8,434 bushels maize, at 2s. 6d. per bushel.....
34 bags bones, at 5s. each................................
31 casks tallow (say 10 tons), at £15 per ton
4 tons potatoes, at £5............................ '..........
12 pigs, at £1 ....................................................
2.000 lb. butter, at Is..................................
564 packages sundries, at £1 .........................

Value.
£ s. d.

7,640 0 0
890 0 0

4,445 0 0
110 0 0
132 0 0

45 0 0
13 0 0

13,275 0 0

54,320 0 0
3,890 0 0

14,620 0 0
576 0 0
135 0 0
612 0 0

74,153 0 0

35,720 0 0
3,520 0 0
9,020 0 0

463 10 0
1,054 5 0

8 8 0
150 0 0
20 0 0
12 0 0

100 0 0
564 0 0

Total
1889.—This has been a bad 

30 November, 1890.

year for sugar, also no vessel carrying timber to Brisbane.
£50,632 3 0

EDWARD OSLER,
Sub-Collector

Memos.
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Memos, re Tweed Eiver.

127

Bad weather and shallow bar. 
They and the s.s. “ Tweed” did

In December, 183(5—s.s. “ Arrived in Bay, "17th instant; came inside on 29th.
Five schooners inside ready (three since December 20, two since January 1, 1887) 
not get out till January 12, 1887.

January 1. 1887—George Thornton” in bay till 11th instant. . ..
September, 1886 s.s. “ Tweed” and two schooners in bay for seven days.
Wil’ IsS-S'S' “ xwee a”’ <fnd ?ne s^ooner ba^-bound for twenty days ; also five other schooners part of this time.
April, 1888—s.s. “ Tweed’ bar-bound for nine days. ..

During 188S the vessels were going out often with only their registered tonnage on board instead of being always full 
the ba?went here CarriCSl9° t0n3 wh“ loadod’ “d 0n accc"nt of the -ter on

so long^TuTAmcS 0n the bar’ The '’essels have “ot bes“ bar-bou"d »° .often nor

fifteen Itorel3,1^6 fourfceen P“bU°-houses or hoteIs on the river, or within a mile or two of the river, and about fourteen or

We bavS daily communication with Brisbane by coach and rail, except Sundays.
via Southport passag^6 mUCh ^ preSent with Bri3bane» and 110 regular communication by water, which is only 90 miles

30 November, 1889. EDWARD OSLER
. Sub-Collector

Outwards from Tweed River,
JWemtrf°Ur Ve3SeIs “ 11310 tons register. Smallest, 12 tons ; largest, 64 tons, 

in 1880, &c.—The vessels have been generally of a larger size and more trips since the establishment of the sugar-mills on 
the nver: s.s. Terranora, 199 tons register; s.s. “Tweed,” 151 tons register; “George Thornton,” 182 tons 
sma'iw : The“T’ 9? to!},sTr®g'st®r 5 ‘ Kent,1 104 tons register; “Spurwing,11 90 tons register, besides several 
3 fan+' Th i ^®rran°ra, I find, has taken out over 200 tons cargo. The “ George Thornton” (January, 1887)brought 
m 100 tons coal and took out 60,000 feet timber (cedar and beech). The vessels (steam and sail), as a rule, have taken 
more than their registered tonnage every trip. ■. " 1 •

In 1888—Vessels out in ballast —
Tons.

S.S. “Tweed.,1’tug .............. 32 To Sydney for repairs.
I1 “ yi0t01'!?” .......... ........... ?° Richmond River, having brought salvage gear to wreck of s.s. “ Tweed.1

oSj* « Tu?m- ii ............ To Richmond River, brought sawn timber. .
S.S. Munell Bell .............. 26 To relieving tug.
“Jonathan”,...................... ... 43 To Macleay River for sawn timber. .

- “ Georgine^Davis”.....  ........... ($2 Camden Haven, brought sawn timber here.
“Maggie Taylor” .................. 37 Camden Haven, brought sawn timber here.

Total.......................... 276

1889—No vessels out in ballast,
30 November, 1889. ‘ EDWARD OSLER

. Sub-Collector.

- Outwards from the Tw'eed River.
ln 1 TOo~7mnr/le.* ln.i98 resJe^I = ll4r>8 tons reglster- Smallest vessel, 15 tons register ; largest vessel, 65 tons register. 

322,000 feet cedar to Sydney. o , o > 0
42,672 bushels maize to Sydney and Brisbane. .
145 hides to Sydney.
1 cask tallow to Sydney. • ..."
2 cases maizena to Sydney. . . ...
No record of any sugar, live stock, eggs, &c. .. .

1875—First sugar sent from the River, 7 tons. . ..
A13 sa|”-cl'le gro'lV‘ng increased maize seems to have decreased. Probably paid better, for in 1830 we find there 

were only 880 bushels sent away from the River. wv aim* wide
In 1887 there was no maize sent away from the River. We had to get maize from Sydney or Brisbane for horse feed 

paring the same year we sent, away 2,716. tons sugar and 389 tons molasses. There has been a large quantity of log 
timber going to .Brisbane, but pone now from tins river, partly through the increased duty, partly through depression in 
the timber, and large importations of sawn timber from other places^-some from the Nambucca Eiver NSW - ■

30 November, 1889. EDWARD OSLER, .......
Sub-Collector.

Sir,

D. ...............................
. . .. . Land selected in the Tweed River District. . •

. . . . . . . . Crown Lands Office, Murwillumbah, 26 November, 1889.
riarence fnAtWTwi4t0othrie inclui'ry held here by y6u 0n the 23rd instant, in reference to a proposed railway from the 
Dm i soo i li. y0Ur+pei'30,lal a’?P ‘C£itl0n m connection with same for all land selected in this district'during 
inreWB.188^ I1, ! fhe h0Iiur J°i.repurt ^ dunng such Period the total amount of land applied for as conditional 
purchases, exclusive of any that has been disallowed, would appear from Register to be six thousand six hundred and 
sixty-seven acres (6,667), and that conditionally leased amounts to two thousand four hundred and forty-nine (2,449) acres.-
• bbbb ^!1?landitakelliUp-inl8c89upJt-0tnePrfelltdateisco:ldiitiionalPurchase3 13,957 acres, and conditional leases 9,456 
acres ; this is aRo exclusive of any disallowed applications. . .

The Chairman Bublic Works Committee. ^ BARRINGTON

E.
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E.
[To Evidence of Mr. E V. Wareham ] 

J!ai\'fall at Byron Bay

Bamfall at “Kooielali,’ Bjion Bay, for the year 1886

Date Januai y February March April Maj Juno July August September October Nov ember December

Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches.
i 24 70 30 53 91 3
2 0 18 4 120 89
3 2 9 0 2 45 0 51 0
4 0 0 0 4 32 0
5 142 19 2 27 2 26 0 27
6 28 1 89 103 12 10 6
7 1 0 2 2 168 1 4
8 10 40 75 3 51 6
9 23 1 109

10 2 13 2 5 129
11 10 95 2 98
12 1 4 171 2 21 328
13 55 22 48 4 6
14 17 0 21 1 1 0 79 204 95
15 85 17 11 10 135 21 39 434 61
16 63 22 1 110 48 63 256 2
17 . 42 28 31 14 64 18 4 67
18 104 4 9 124 1 217 12
19 12 4 2 2 239 6
20 . 22 2 SO 9 3 2 1
21 14 18 192 50 9 0 .35 21
22 2 1 73 25 85 14 43 3
23 . 4 78 225 30 0
24 6 29 2 108 45 5 22
25 10 0 3 2 21 34 113 37
26 97 14 13 8 36 647 48 7 .382
27 51 1 21 140 34 3 79 23 188
28 217 5 32 110 101 2 265 1 154
29 . . 35 15 276 2 157 1
30 1 16 3 3 9 2
31 4 1 22 45

Total 8 98 1 74 2 84 4 27 8 01 16 70 14 20 3 45 7 29 6 57 16 65 11 64

Days 23 10 18 17 15 28 20 8 17 14 17 22

The above is a true record
Total rainfall for 1886—102 34 inches, falling on 20D days

FEED. VAL

Rainfall at “Koorelah, ’ Byron Bay, for the yeai 1887.

WAREHAM,
Obsen er

Date January February March April Maj June Julv August September October Nov ember December

Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches.
i 11 5 201 15 5
2 131 109 5 46 2 2
3 5 22 17 15 1
4 10 56 6 2 7 28
5 20 2 76 3 70
6 17 26 81 33 54
7 53 49 44 8 2
8 17 3 55 2 15 48 3
9 1 2 60 11 21

10 . . 3 8 44 9 5
11 2 10 2 149 9 6
12 . 68 14 1 18 53 80 11
13 .. 573 51 3 0 153 495 24 4
14 11 3 170 305 142 11
15 11 63 6 98 43 180 0 ,
16 ___ 0 11 2 1 *
17 148 2 223 6
18 16 6 38 89 13 2 43 2
19 49 93 11 15 79
20 . . 102 127 30 0 21 2 0 0
21 67 12 30 .30 15 29 4
22 351 3 16 0 57 2 18 42
23 . . 68 38 143 , 126 7
24 . 76 88 20
25 . . 11 19 40 16
26 2 76 1 84 0 13
27 . 0 29 62 215 34 102
28 .. 2 0 102 14 98 3 2 3 20 9
29 5 45 1 36 15 3 1 76 65
30 ii 244 .31 2 2 20 21 197
31 10 649 3 12

Total 9 22 11 84 12 46 8 09 13 45 2 73 6 34 12 71 3 73 0 66 4 94 4 77

Days 21 23 24 23 13 9 11 16 10 5 15 17

Total rainfall for 1887—90 94 inches, on 187 days.
The above is a true record. FRED. VAL. WAREHAM,

Observer,
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Rainfall at “Koorelah,” Byron Bay, for 1888.

Date. January. February. March. April. May. June. July. August. September October. November. December.

inches. inches. inches. inches. inches. inches. inches. inches. inches. inches;* inches.
i.............. 2 192 17 1 1
2................ 15 58 9
3................ 122 3 17 9 5
4................ 1 32 49 4 3 136
5................ 2 31 1 9 131 8
6................. 9 35 1Q5 in’?
7............. 4 12 331 1
8................. 15 i 93 12 9 57
9................ 109 26 1 26 010............... 201 i o i 4 3711................ 6 24 210 2 '

12................ 80
13............... 47 6 o 10
14................ 27 19 16 104
15................ 20 9 14Q
16................ 132 44 100 67
17................ 7 11 0 23
18................ 438 12 6 16
19................ 15 17 23 13
20................ 6 49 25 i
21................. 0 9
22............... 18 6 21 0
23................. 7 01 13
24....... ........ 2 65 17 19 27
25................ 3 24 16 6
26................ 4 174 2
27................. 32 215 11 2 22
28................ 43 172 13 21 17 9
29................. 12 21 0 2 0 12
30............... 59 4 i 2 40
31................. 18 7 10

Total... 1*35 16*29 7*61 3*67 3*77 6*27 3*25 0*85 4*80 6*68 1*97 6*46

Days ... 11 18 16 22 16 9 11 6 14 14 9 13

. _ Total rainfall for 1888—62'97 inches, on 159 days.
The year 1888 was the driest I have recorded here ; and I believe was the driest on record in the Colony. 
The above is a true record.

Rainfall at “Koorelah,” Byron Bay, for part of 1889.

FRED. VAL. WAREHAM,
Observer.

Date. Januarj*. February. March. April. May. June. July. August. September October. November. December.

inches. inches. inches. inches. inches. inches. inches. inches. inches. inches. inches.
i................ 17 7 131 30 5 4
2............... i 40 20 2 80 4 32
3............... 2 1 57 26 34
4................ 50 3 30Q 32
5................. 5 o 63 534 9
6................ 1 423 59 4 5 302
7................ 6 4 5 49 9 301
8................ 3 30 156 21
9.............. 26 34

10.............. 2 15 21
11................ 4 11
12.............. 0 6 34 2 80 Q
13....... . 17 141 o 900 4
14.;......... 6 2 24 4 109 3
15................ 31 15 0 190 5
16................ 17 133 137 280 5
17................ 0 2 191 5 75
18................ 1 427 57 384. 29
19............... 26 253 290 5
20................ 5 45 186 17 20 2
21................ 21 27 10 14 10 3Q0
22................ 0 57 3 44 904
23............... 49 0 17 53 4 276

2*15
24................ 15 54 3 4 19 115 1
25................ 7 12 4 i 187
26................ 44 i 9 7 2
27................ 12 3 109 106
28................ 102 36 60 3 33
29................ 6 6 125 10 34
30................ 11 237 4 29 3*7
31................ 75 94 15 5

Total... 2*91 5*13 7*70 14*29 10*05 0*61 19*85 20*24 3*25 10*50

Days ........ 11 9 24 23 22 6 18 16 12 10 11*23

Total rainfall from 1st January to 23rd November, 1889, 96*68 inches, falling on 162 days.
The average rainfall for three previous years—85*41 inches.

The above is a true record. FRED. VAL. WAREHAM,
__________ ________________________ Observer.

2 (a)—E [To
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[T<? "Evidence of Mr. E. Shields.1

F. .
gir Lawrence, 2 December, 18S9.

' When I was giving evidence before you the other day I was not prepared. I intended to wait upon you on 
Saturday, and would have arranged my ideas accordingly, but your coming to Lawrence unexpectedly took me before I 
was prepared, and I forgot a few items that I deem important, and with your kind permission will supply them now.

1st. The route from here via Coraki to Byron would be a saving of 48 miles, as compared with _the present sur
veyed route, and there will be no resumption of improved land, and very little of any kind.

2nd. The surveyed line comes within 8 miles of Lawrence, at a place known as the “ Yellow Pinch,” and from that 
point to Grafton by the surveyed line is 28 miles, whereas the distance between Lawrence and Grafton is 17 
miles ; with 8 to the Yellow Pinch makes 25 miles ; here is a saving of 3 miles, and the land to be traversed 
the best in Australia between Lawrence and Grafton, and by the present line it is the very worst.

3rd. If it is objected to cross the river at Cowper, then follow the river back to Grafton ; the 3 miles before stated 
will be saved, the train will traverse a country that will supply freight, and the terminus will be at permanent 

. deep water.
4th. If Byron Bay becomes a port for foreign shipping in the future, the Clarence would be a good customer to the 

railway, provided the shortest possible route is taken between the two places ; and you will see by looking at 
the map of the Colony that the route from Lawrence via Coraki to Byron Bay is about as direct as a sunbeam.

I will be glad if you will add the above to my evidence, which is as much upon oath, as the former portion, my 
object being to further the good of the Colony at large, and. not any isolated spot like Lawrence or Grafton.

Yours, &c.,
E. SHIELDS.

To the Chairman of the Public Works Committee.

130 APPENDIX.

a
Statement head By Me. T. C. Lodge, to Sectionab Committee at Lismobe on 26th Novehbek, 1889.

The Australian Joint Stock Bank,
gjr Lismore, 20 December, 1889.

In compliance with a request made by the Sectional Committee when they were here, I now send you herewith
... _ r., T».M---------------OAi-t.

and I
a statement which was read to them at the inquiry held here re Grafton Tweed Railway on 26th ultimo.

As suggested by the Committee ' - ■ ‘ ' * " ' ‘•-i-1- — * *■ 1 *■ ^
trust it will meet the requirements of

As suggested by the Committee, the statement contains all recent available information about this electorate, 
"* ‘ - ~ tlie comrQjttee . should it not do so, I will be glad if you will kindly return it.

The Secretary, Public Works Committee, Sydney.
I also send you for comparison original statements marked by the Chairman.—T.C.L.

I have, &c.,
T. C. LODGE.

In coming before you to give evidence with regard to the proposal to construct a railway from Grafton to the Tweed River 
via Lismore, I wish to place before you some reliable information with regard to the Richmond River Electoral District 
that will serve to indicate to you its past progress, under great disadvantages in the way of internal communication, and its 
future prospects under the more favourable conditions that will follow the work in view.

In the first place, I desire to mention that the Land Districts of Casino, Lismore, and the Tweed represent a total area 
of about 3,000,000 acres. The total area of freehold land is about 250,000 acres, of conditionally purchased land 000,000 
acres, and of land still available for settlement about 2,150,000 acres ; the total extent of holdings is say 850,000 acres, and 
the average of each holding 318 acres. .

The rapid advancement of the district during the past few years is made evident by the fact that the population has 
increased by about 20,000 since 1879, and the area under cultivation by about 33,200 acres. In 1879 the Richmond and the 
Tweed Rivers formed a part of the Clarence Electorate; now they are a separate electorate, with three members, and the 
Murrumbidgee is the only agricultural constituency in the Colony with a larger number of voters, and it is shown that we 
are rapidly overtaking that district in the way of population. ^

In 1879 the town of Lismore was a small village, with no formed road or streets, and very few houses, but it now has a 
municipality, with gas-works and water supply. Unimproved town land considered dear at £2 per foot in 1879 is now wTorth 
£30 per foot. Although a hamlet ten years ago Lismore has now a population of over 3,000, and a corresponding rate of 
progress is shown throughout the electorate. There are municipalities in Casino and Ballina, with populations of 2,000 and 
1,000 respectively, and flourishing townships at Coraki, South Woodburn, North Woodburn, Broadwater, Ward ell, Gundurimba, 
Wyrallah, Brunswick, Murwillumbah, Tumbulgum, and Tweed Heads, while there are settlements at Swan Bay, Byron Bay, 
Cudgen, Alstonville, Rous, Clunes, Eureka, Bexhill, Tatham, Tintenbar and Blakebrook. All these places are directly or 
indirectly concerned in the matter of railway communication, the effect of which will be to make them important centres 
of population. # mi

The railway line as at present surveyed, runs through at least 60 miles of rich soil between Lismore and tbe Tweed, 
the capabilities of which for agricultural and grazing purposes cannot be over-estimated. Almost every inch of this land 
available for selection, and not reserved, lias been taken up, and tbe industrious and enterprising owners are working hard, 
clearing and otherwise improving their holdings, so as to be ready when the opportunity comes to get their products to market. 
At present a great many of them produce very little beyond what is required for their own consumption, owing to the ruinous 
cost of carriage to the nearest port. Ordinary roads will not meet their requirements, because of the nature of the soil and 
the distance of cartage. > _

Mr. Campbell, of the Mines Department, in a report to the Head of bis Department writes of tbe Richmond River as 
follows :—“ The district is simply magnificent, and its natural fertility almost unequalled. It is blessed with beautiful 
undulating land for the most part, and rich flats along the river and creeks, an annual rainfall second to none in the Colony, 
a wonderfully temperate climate, absolutely free from malaria and extremely healthy, an absence of hot winds, and watercourses 
every few miles, fresh and ever-flowing even in the most severe drought.”

Apart from the watercourses referred to by Mr. Campbell, ■which are simply numberless, the north and south arms of 
the river (from their confluence with the main river at Coraki), and Leycester and Wilson’s Creeks—navigable for steamers 
for about 100 miles altogether—contain fresh water. Even if the rainfall, therefore, was less satisfactory than it is, the 
practicability of a cheap and convenient system of irrigation is beyond all doubt. .

Possessing therefore such unusual natural advantages, the district must become a great agricultural centre. No place 
in Australia seems so suited to support as dense a population if the facilities for the transport of produce ■were provided. 
“With such a diversity of fruitful land, such a favourable climate, and such a splendid water supply, we can grow nearly every 
product of agricultural wealth, as well as all the tropical and semi-tropical fruits, and many of those indigenous to the more 
temperate zone—for instance, sugar, maize, barley, oats, potatoes, rye, lucerne, linseed, jute, tea, coffee, cotton, rice, arrowroot, 
ginger, tapioca, yams, tobacco, pumpkins, squashes, grammas, melons, beans, and vegetables of all sorts; mangoes, pineapples, 
bananas, nuts, gooseberrys, figs, plums, guavas, dates, olives, almonds, peaches, apples, apricots, nectarines, quinces, oranges, 
lemons, limes, citrons, shaddocks, grenadillas, pomegranates, loquats, and varieties of grapes.

Cane and maize growing and, dairying, are ho-wever the principal industries. In 1887, about 8,947 tons of sugar were 
manufactufed, which represented a value of fully £200,000. The value of the sugar manufactured in 1888 amounted to about 
the same sum, but the returns for this year and next year will probably be the largest yet known in the district. The maize 
crop in 1887 came to about 234,000 bushels ; and in 1888 to about 362,803 bushels. The dairy produce made in 1887 
consisted of 259,422 lb. of butter, and 88,431 lb. of cheese; and in 1888, 1,056,542 1b. of butter (or an increase of 797,120 
lb.) 65,922 lb. of cheese, and 214,815 lb. of bacon.

Until
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Until recently it was thought that the climate was unfavourable to the making ot butter and cheese ; but this notion 
has now been completely dispelled. In January last, one of tbe hottest months in the year, 32,500 lb. of butter were exported 
from Lismore alone. Probably an equal, if not a larger, quantity was shipped during the same month from the various town- 
|“1P8 l°wer (iowa the rlTer- The result is that dairy-farmers from older and more settled parts of the Colonv—as for instance 
Shoalhaven, Wollongong, and Kiama—are coming here in considerable numbers, and are purchasing scrub farms for dairying 
purposes. It is principally in this way that the population has increased so rapidly of late. These men, who have had long 
experience m tbe occupation, are spending large sums of money in clearing their properties, and planting artificial grasses, and 
m importing a good class of dairy cattle. Already several factories have been established, on the lines of those now working 
so successfully in the South Coast, and they are under the management of men well grounded in the general and technical 
knowledge of their business. The Eichmond is quickly becoming the chief dairying place in the Colony.

Another important industry that will be greatly benefited by the railway is the timber trade. There are now in the 
electorate thirteen saw-mills, turning out sawn timber of the annual value of £100,000. The value of log timber exported 
from the Eichmond Eiver alone last year amounted to somewhere about £65,000. Unfortunately I have no returns sbowincr 
the quantity sent away from the Brunswick and Tweed Eivers, but it must have been considerable. The proposed line 
passes through a stretch of country thickly studded with various kinds of scrub and forest woods, suitable for budding and 
cabinet-making purposes, or for tbe construction of piers, bridges, ships, railway-carriages, trucks, waggons, sleepers felloes 
spokes, wood-paving, &e. Among these may be mentioned cedar (two varieties), pine (two varieties), 'bean (three varieties)’ 
cudgaree, long jack, rosewood, bogonion, beach, sycamore, teak, white myrtle, blue fig, silky oak, sassafras, ironbark, gum’ 
(several varieties), peppermint, turpentine, blackbutt, tallow-wood, bloodwood, box, mahogany, &c. Millions of feet of the=e 
valuable timbers, which are well known and appreciated in the other colonies, and some of which were greatly admired at the 
recent ^Melbourne Exhibition, are being destroyed every year in clearing land for cultivation, because the difficulties and cost 
of carriage to the nearest port are so great. A railway will afford the required means of conveyance to the outside markets of 
the world, and the trade already established between certain other parts of tbe district (having easier access to water-carriage) 
and Queensland, Yictoria, and New Zealand will become more general. 6 '

Among the minerals known to exist in tbe district is coal, which is found in numerous outcrops. When more pressing 
demands arise, and easier access to shipping ports is available, these seams will be opened up, and no doubt profitably worked 

With regard to the subject of the cost of the proposed railway and the probability of its paying, I desire to point out 
how this district differs from other places where railways have been taken, or are likely to be taken. Nearly the whole of the 
proposed line passes through productive land and marketable, timber. The produce to be grown and the timber locked up 
must be carried on the line on their way to market, because there is no other means of carriage for them. The Tweed Eiver 
Bar blocks shipping communication there, except with very small boats, and the Brunswick Bar is equally unsatisfactory and 
unreliable. Within 6 miles of each side of the line there are fully 350,000 acres suitable for sugarcane, maize or dairying 
and capable of producing 350,000 tons of sugar, or 10,000,000 bushels of maize per annum, and maintaining an agricultural 
population of fully 50,000 people. Over 5,000,000 tons of cane can be grown along the line annually, and this must find its 
way to the mills through the agency of the railway, which will become to our inland settlements what the droghers now are to 
our river. The sugar business here is no dead force, but a strong and vital one. The companies have difficulty in providing 
machinery equal to the supply of cane, and no one can foresee to what state of importance the industry will yet attain In no 
other part of the Southern Hemisphere is the outlook for it more cheering. Every branch of the business is worked on 
scientific principles, and with European labour. The manufacturers aud planters find employment for many people and more 
agricultural labourers are employed here than in any other district in the Colony.

. Independent, however, of all these considerations which tend to show the traffic that must follow the construction of 
this line, the question should be considered as to bow far a railway will improve the value of tbe Crown lands in clore prox
imity to it. Only recently the Government placed reserves of £15 and £30 per acre on a special area thrown open for selec
tion, a great part of which was taken up and keenly competed for ; and is it not reasonable to conclude that if such prices are 
fair value, proportionate prices will be obtained for the extensive areas of equally productive land along the route of the line 
and now reserved from sale, or for some of the 300,000 acres awaiting selection and occupation on the Tweed. In no other 
district in the Colony does the Government value agricultural land so highly as in this. '

In conclusion, let me say that I do not urge the construction of this railway on local grounds only, but on the broad 
ground of State policy. It is for the good of the Colony generally that agricultural settlement should be encouraged and 
that every facility should be offered for the development of our agricultural lands by placing them within practical reach of 
natural markets. “ The surest foundations of progress rest in the earth.” We hare land sufficient in extent and richness to 
grow most of the principal necessities of life for the rest of our fellow-colonists, and all we ask is that the means should be put 
in our way of turning our resources to practical account. The Eichmond, Brunswick, and Tweed Eivers, under more liberal 
treatment, will yet provide comfortable homes for fully half a million people, and will be an important and prosperous part of 
our future Empire. Nature has lavished all her best gifts upon us in the shape of soil, climate, timber and rainfall and 
railway communication will enable us to reap the full advantage of our splendid inheritance. ’ ’

I will now place before you some further statistics (compiled chiefly from official returns), which will also help you to 
form a correct estimate of the position and future prospects of our agricultural, pastoral, and commercial interests 1 3

Numher of Electors.
In 1881-2, 2,673 ; 1887-3, 5,439; 1888-9,5,930; 1889-90,6,250.

Area of Electorate, also Land taken tip and to be taken up.
About 3,000,000 acres. Freehold land, say, 250,000 acres; conditionally-purchased land, say, 600,000 acres • Crown 

land, say, 2,150,000 acres.
Holdings—Tear 1888.

1 acre to 500 acres, 1,775, area cultivated...................................................................... 32,113 acres.
500 acres to 1,000 acres, 159, „ ............................. ... y’siS
1.000 „ 10,000 „ 54, „ ................................................6,765
10.000 acres and upwards, 8, „ ...................................................................... 323

Total number of holdings, 1,996 (largest of any country electorate in the Colony). Average area of each holding, 
318 acres. °

Conditional Purchases made in 1888.
Number of applications, 245. .
Area applied for, 29,865 acres 2 roods 32 perches.
Deposits paid, £3,637 17s. lid.
Total deposits paid in various land districts in Eastern Division of Colony, £43,130 ISs.

Land Revenue received from 1st January to 24iA 'November, 1889.

Revenue received at Lismore Land Office between 1st January and 24th November,
1889, inclusive ............... ... .............. ... ...............

Tweed Eiver ... ... ... ... ... ............. . ............... t i
Casino, same period, about ... ... ... ,,, ... it>

£ s. d.

19,783 8 8 
6.495 0 0 

12,000 0 0

38,281 8 8
Area under Cultivation (in acres)—Tear ended Sist March., 18S9.

Maize, 11,323 ; oats, 695 ; potatoes, 224; sorghum and impbee, 281; sugar-cane, 8,835 ; artificial grasses and lucerne, 
24,969; grapes, 37 ; oranges, 55; orchards, 172 ; market-gardens, 64; barley, 121; wheat, tobacco, rye, and other crops, 285. 

Total area cultivated, 47,061 acres.
. ^le year ending 31st March, 1881, there were only 13,790 acres under artificial grasses and other cultivation ; in

eight years, therefore, the area under cultivation has increased by 33,271 acres. Area
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Area Unclosed, (uncultivated)—Year ending 31s£ March, 1889.
Area enclosed but not cultivated, 391,737 acres.

Principal Productions.—Year ended 31s£ March, 1889.
Maize, 362,803 bushels; sugar, 7,764 tons ; wine, 755 gallons ; potatoes, 533 tons ; barley and rye, 1,695 bushels ;

butter 1056,542 lb.; cheese, 65,922 lb. ; bacon and hams, 214,815 lb. . „ j uj it
’ Only four districts in the Colony produce larger quantities of dairy produce, viz.Camden, Eden, Eiama, ana

Shoalhaven.
Soils.

The land in the district is composed of the various productive soils known in Australia, which may be grouped into the 
following classes :—

1st. Alluvial scrub soils.
2nd. Forest soils. _
3rd. Chocolate-coloured scrub soils. •
4th. Black stiff wheat soils.

Rainfall from \st January, 1885, to Xhth November, 1889.
January 1st to December 31st, 1885 

Do do 1886
Do do 1887
Do do 1888
Do November 15th, 1889

. 29-22 

. 5372 
, 67-34 

36-22 
59-96

246-46.
or an average of 49’29.

Total number of wet days this year, 149. • _
The greatest rainfall during this year occurred on 19th July, viz. -5-80.

Principal Agricultural Implements in use—Year ending 31s£ March, 1889.
Carts 1 314 • chaffcutters, 326 ; cheese presses and machines, 62 ; corn-crushers, 340; corn-shellers, 575; harrows, 

1,090 s ploughs^ 1,496 (only three districts in Colony with more, viz.Macleay, 2,011; Clarence, 1,673; Murrumbi gee, 
l!561)’s scarifiers and scufflers, 685 ; steam-engines, 34.

Manufactories^Year ending 31s£ March, 1889.
Number of works, 64 ; approximate power of plant and machinery, 1,586 horse-power ; approximate value of machinery, 

£344,665 ; approximate value of land and buildings, £80,065.

’ Employment—Year ending 31s£ March, 1889.
In manufactories, 1,438; in agricultural pursuits, 3,368 (largest in Colony for one district) ; in pastoral pursuits, 148.

Live Stock.—Year ending 31-sf March, 1889.
More than a twelfth of total number in Colony, and more than double the numberHorses, 13,309 ; cattle, 131,341, 

held by any other district.
Municipalities—Year 1888. 

Ballina.

Total Receipts, exclusive of loans 
„ Expenditure ... ...
„ Capital value, ratable property 
„ Annual value ... ...

Total Receipts, exclusive of loans ...
„ Expenditure ... ...............
„ Capital value of ratable property 
„ Annual value ... ... ...

Total Receipts, exclusive of loans .. 
„ Expenditure ... ... ••
„ Capital value of ratable property 
„ Annual value ... ... ••

Casino.

Lismoeb.

£ s. d. 
801 0 0 
984 0 0 

108,800 0 0 
5,286 0 0

1,090 0 0 
2,537 0 0 

120,000 0 0 
9,851 0 0

3,310 0 0 
6,634 0 0 

299,151 0 0 
19,096 0 0

G-band Totals.
Receipts, £5,201. Expenditure, £10,155. Capital value, £527,951. Annual value, £34,233.

Postal and Telegraphic.
' Revenue received at the various Post and Telegraph Offices in the district during the year 1888.

Alstonville, £45 ; Ballina, £897 ; Bexhill, £18 ; Blakebrook, £3 ; Broadwater, £349 ; Brunswick, £192 ; Byron Bay 
£22; Casino, £1,196 ; Clunes, £39; Coraki, £458 ; Cudgen, £63 ; East Warde £39; Eureka, £12; Ocnnan Creek, £30 
Gundurimba £18: Jigei, £7 ; Lismore, £2,245 ; Murwillumbah, £537; North Tumbulgum, £3-'J J®arc® 8, , ee *Rous, £66; South Wogodburn, £359 ; Swan Bay, £26 ; Tatham, £21; Tintinbar, £60 ; Tumbulgum, £241; Tabulum, £113 
Tweed Heads, £131; Wardell, £316; Woodburn, £188 ; Wyrallah, £213. Total, £7,948. .. f 0„enina

Two additional post offices will be opened at the commencement of the coming year, and the question ot ope g 
two additional telegraph offices and two telephone offices is under consideration. .. . weet

There are about 300 miles of telegraph lines in the district, and 1,000 miles of mail line are travelled eveiy week.

Justice.
Revenue received by Clerk of Petty Sessions between 1st January and 24th

November, 1889 ............... ... ••• ...........................
Banks at present time.

2 branches Bank of New South Wales.
1 branch English, Scottish, and Australian Chartered Bank.
7 branches Commercial Bank.
7 branches Australian Joint Stock Bank.

£2,075 8 4

Total, 17
Hotels-
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Hotels—Hear 1888.
Total number in electorate ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 73

Hospitals—Year 1888.

Casino.
Patients..................................... ... 31 Beds ......................................  13

Lismobe.
Patients.................................................. 65 Beds ... ......................... 11

Private Schools—Year 1888.
Number of schools .......................... 14 Number of scholars ...............528

Public Schools—Year 1888.
Number of schools of all classes at the beginning of the year ... ... ... ... ... 85
Number of schools of all classes at the end of year .. ... ... ... ... ... ... 92
New buildings erected during the year ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 9
Average number of schools opened every year ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 5
Schools at present in course of construction, or about te be constructed... ... ... .. 5

Total school accommodation at end of year, 5,240 children ; attendance, about 5,000 children.
Applications for new schools are being received constantly from outside places.
Schools are now thriving in localities which were live years ago uninhabited wildernesses.
Judging from Inspectors’reports and results of University examinations, the schools in the district bear favourable 

comparison in the matter of efficiency to those in any other electorate in the Colony.
. There are now 437 children on the rolls of the Lismore Public School, and the attendance in the school has doubled 

within the past five years, notwithstanding the fact that convent schools have since been established and have a large 
attendance.

Richmond Rioer Shipping Trale, let'Xeen Xst October, 1333, andHOth September, 1839, tne&sfee.
Arrivals seaward.—Steamers, 199; sailing vessels, 149. Departures seaward; Steamers, 203; sailing vessels, 142: 

Total trips, 634. Passengers inwards: Saloon, 1,237; steerage, 839. Passengers outwards: Saloon, 1,137; steerage, 879. 
Total number of passengers, 4,132. Coal imported, 15,809 tons.

List of Mxports.
Timber unspecified, 7,156,909 feet; 181 logs; pine, 2,055 logs; pine, 236,554 feet; cedar, 1,511 logs; cedar, 33,000 

feet; box material, 1,307 bundles ; box material, 19,200 feet ; beech, 78 logs ; 146 flitches; 23,000 feet; piles, 1,100 ; 
sleepers, 9,743 ; hardwood, 10,000 feet; maize, 40,653 bags; sugar, 16,707 bags, 8,549 mats—3,617 tons; butter, 15,703 
kegs; cheese, 466 packages; hides, 9,649, 7 bags; pigs, 7,625 ; tallow, 330 casks; eggs, 2,815 cases; molasses, 5,852 casks; 
poultry, 497 coops ; bones and horns, 579 bags ; skins, 166 bales; calves, 130 head ; cattle, 19 head ; horses, 27 head; pota
toes, 893 bags; fish, 170 cases ; oysters, 879 bags ; grass-seed, 33 bags; hay, 360 bales; soap, 60 boxes ; bark, 126 packages ; 
wool, 30 bales ; honey, 6 packages ; beeswax, 2 packages; chaff, 10 bags; fruit, 80 cases; pumpkins, 120 bags ; wild ducks, • 
51 pairs ; machinery, 15 tons ; ore, 20 bags ; bacon, 11 packages; pea-nuts, 9 bags; sunlry cargo, 4,054 packages.

No proper record has been kept of the imports and particulars of the shipping trade of Byron Bay, and Brunswick and 
Tweed Rivers are not available.

The approximate value of the yearly export trade of the whole electorate is between £400,000 and £450,000.
T. O. LODGE

H.
Letter erom the Sectional Committee to the Secretary eor Lands on the Reservation of Crown Lands in the 

Land Districts of Lismore, Casino, and the Tweed River.
Sir, Department of Public Works, Lismore, November 26, 1889.

The Sectional Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works appointed to inquire into 
the proposal to construct a railway from Grafton to the Tweed River, and of a breakwater at Byron Bay, have travelled from 
the Tweed River to the Richmond River, a distance of 60 miles, and have taken a great deal of evidence at various points on 
the route. From our own observation and from a great deal of the evidence tendered to us, we have come to the conclusion 
that it would be to the advantage of the country that all the Crown lands at present reserved in the land districts of 
Lismore, Casino, and the Tweed River, should be retained as at present reserved, until such time as it may be determined 
by Parliament whether the proposed railway and harbour works are to be carried out or not. It appears also that in the 
districts mentioned there are at the present time large areas of Crown land which have not been reserved from sale. Our 
own observation and the evidence given in the districts mentioned leads us to strongly recommend that all these lands 
should be reserved from sale, pending the determination of Parliament in regard to the works referred to. The value of 
the bulk of the reserved lands is, we are informed, at least £2 an acre, and the same lands in their present state will bring 
more than double should the works referred to be carried out; in fact we are inclined to believe that the increased value 
given to the Crown lands and to the reserves referred to would largely repay the cost, and possibly the whole cost of 
constructing these public works. We have been informed that at Byron Bay there are 4,000 acres of reserved land, which, 
if the works proposed are carried out, will realise at the least £80,000.

Again, the present holders of land, having borne the heat and burden of the day (living, as we have been told, from 
hand to mouth for years), are clearly entitled to some consideration, and new-comers should not get the benefit of the hard
ship of those who have gone before. '

We venture to address you upon the subject in .the interest of the Colony at large.
We have, &c.,

J. P. ABBOTT.
G. H. COX.
C. A. LEE.

The Honorable the Secretary for Lands. JACOB GARRARD.

[Nine plans.]

2 (a)—8
Sydney : Charles Potter, Government Printer —1890.
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1890.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

GRAFTON TO THE TWEED RAILWAY BILL.
(MESSAGE No. 14.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 2 July, 1890.

liy Deputation from the Governor,
ALFRED STEPHEN, Message No. 14.

Lieutenant-Governor.

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constitution Act, the 
Governor recommends, for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly, the expediency of making 
provision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to sanction the construction of a line 
of railway from Grafton to the Tweed.

Government House,
Sydney, 25th June, 1890.

I.M.J 364-
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

5

RAILWAY FROM MARRICKVILLE TO THE BURWOOD ROAD.

REPORT.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, appointed during 
the first Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 
1888, 51 Vic. No. 37, and the Public Works Act Amendment Act of 1889, 
52 Vic. No. 26, to whom was referred the duty of considering and reporting 
upon “ the expediency of constructing a line of railway from Marrickville to 
the Burwood Road, a distance of 4 miles 40 chains,” have, after due inquiry, 
resolved that it is expedient the railway should be constructed; and, in 
accordance with the provision of sub-section IV, of clause 13, of the Public 
Works Act, report their resolution to the Legislative Assembly :—

1. The proposed railway is 4 miles 40 chains in length, commencing at the 
southern end of the Marrickville railway station on the Illawarra line, and going 
almost due west through the Municipalities of Marrickville and Canterbury to a 
point near what is called the Burwood Road. It crosses the Illawarra Road at 
a point 4 miles from Sydney; Cook’s River, after passing through Canterbury, 
at 6 miles 11 chains ; and the Canterbury Road at 6 miles 27 chains; terminating 
near the Burwood Road at 8 miles 3 chains. Virtually, it is part of the suggested 
line known as the St. Peters to Liverpool line, but it is not put forward as such. 
It is placed before the Committee as, in itself, a suburban line, the object of which 
is to open up a new residential suburb, but it is pointed out that as population 
gathers around the new line the necessity for extending it will be considered, and 
possibly, in time, the whole length of the suggested line to Liverpool will be 
constructed.

2. In their inquiry concerning this proposed railway the Committee examined 
a large number of witnesses, and, accompanied by the Acting Engineer-in-Chief for 
Railways, personally investigated the route and the localities in its immediate 
vicinity. In every direction • which appeared desirable, evidence has been sought, 
and the larger scheme of the loopline to Liverpool, so far as it relates to the question 
of providing railway accommodation for the population west of the Illawarra line 
and towards Liverpool, and so far as it may eventually include the Marrickville 
to Burwood line, received attention as well as the proposal actually before the 
Committee.

3. The estimated cost of the proposed line, for a single line of rails and exclu
sive of land and compensation, is £90,250, or £19,000 per mile. A cheaper line, the 
Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways, in his evidence explains, could be laid out if 
the original object of saving distance and of having very good grades were not 
adhered to. The steepest gradient on the line as proposed is 1 in 90, and with a view 
to shortness the line has been laid out as straight as possible. A close study of the 
contour of the country, however, shows, the Acting Engineer-in-Chief says, that 
some slight deviations from the straight line would result in a considerable saving of 
expense, and after going carefully into the question he estimates that, by altering 
the grades and doing away with the necessity for bridges over George’s River, a 
saving of something like £78,000 could be effected on the whole cost of the line to 
Liverpool, and a proportionate amount (about £8,000) on the length from Marrick
ville to the Burwood Road. With these alterations the line would be half-a-mile

longer

Descrip'ion of 
the proposed 
railway.

Conduct of 
the Com
mittee’s 
Inquiry.

Estimated cost 
of the pro
posed railway.
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longer in the whole distance to Liverpool, and 10 chains longer in the length from 
Marrickville to Burwood Road, with a ruling grade of 1 in 66. By adopting a grade 
of 1 in 100, and increasing the length of the line as stated, a saving of about 
£40,000 could he effected on the complete line to Liverpool, and on the 4-J miles to 
the Burwood Road about the same amount as in the other case—£8,000. The 
£78,000 would include the saving of the expense of bridges over George’s River 
by taking the line round the bend of the river by Landsdown Creek. If the 
proposed alterations were made, 30-chain curves would have to he reduced to 
curves of 20 chains; hut that radius is not regarded as objectionable, and the line 
would he an easy one to work, and would he better graded than the existing line 
from Liverpool to Sydney. Only one bridge of importance occurs on the railway 
from Marrickville to the Burwood Road, and that Avould he made suitable for a 

' double line of rails, though the proposal in connection with the railway is for only 
a single line.

the RaUway 4- Brom the documents published with the evidence it will be seen that the
Commis- Railway Commissioners have reported upon both the proposal immediately before 

the Committee and the whole length of the suggested loop-line from St. Peters to 
Liverpool. With regard to the latter, their report represents an annual loss on the 
line, if constructed, of £19,137, and they state that the theory that the construction 
of the line would avoid the necessity for increasing the carrying capacity of the 
existing line from Liverpool to Sydney should not have any weight in the considera
tion of the question, as the construction of the line would only relieve the parent 
line to the extent of about four trains per day in each direction. But they go on to 
say, that “ if a branch line were constructed from St. Peters through to Canterbury, 
to a point 8 miles from Sydney (that is, 4 miles from the present Illawarra line), it . 
would accommodate Canterbury, and a fairly good district for residential traffic; ■ 
and at the suggested terminus of the line wc observe that two large properties have 
been laid out for the purpose of encouraging a suburban population.” The con
struction of a branch line to the point indicated, they state, is the only course they 
could recommend. It would, in their opinion, have the effect of giving another 
suburban outlet for Sydney, and if this were done the traffic created would probably 
pay working expenses, and in a few years would doubtless be a good investment. 
The line, they further say, should take the exact route laid down for the proposed 
through line, so that when the proper time arrives an extension may be made, and 
probably the line ultimately carried through to Liverpool. Their report upon the 
proposed railway actually under inquiry by the Committee also shows a loss in the 
comparison between the working expenses, interest, &c., and the probable traffic 
returns, but the Commissioners consider that by giving a frequent service and 
taking other matters into account, one of which is the probable speedy development 
of the district, the working expenses would within two years be more than recouped. 
They give it as their opinion, however, that the line should be a double line, as 
otherwise a most unsatisfactory service for residential purposes would be afforded.

5. The Committee are very evenly divided on the question of the expediency 
, or otherwise of constructing the proposed railway. On the 19th December, 1889, 
a resolution was passed by a majority of six to five that it was not expedient the 
railway should be carried out, and on the 18th Debruary, 1890, the question having 
subsequent to the first decision been reopened, it was resolved by a majority of seven 
to six that it was expedient the railway should be constructed.

Division of 
opinion on 
the part of 
the Com
mittee.

Reasons in 
favour of the 
proposed rail
way.

6. The reasons advanced in favour of the proposed railway may be summarized 
as follows:—

(1.) The railway would be a suburban line which would open up a new 
residential suburb, where land would be available at prices consider
ably below those at which it can be obtained in the suburbs already 
served by railways, and the new suburb would become another outlet 
for the overcrowded population of the city.

(2.) There is a considerable population about Marrickville, ITndercliff, 
Canterbury, and some of the districts beyond Canterbury, who are not 
directly benefited by any railway or tramway in existence, and who, 
with the increased number of residents which the proposed new rail
way would bring to the locality, would make the railway very 
profitable. ' (3.)
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(3.) A large quantity of land in the districts which the railway would serve 
has been sold in allotments, and the purchasers are waiting for railway 
communication before building and taking up their residence there.

(4.) The attendance of the public at the Canterbury Park racecourse at 
different times through the year would of itself be a large item in the 
earnings of the railway.

(5.) There will be no great engineering difficulty in connection with the 
line.

(6.) The line, if constructed, may eventually form a part of a complete 
loop railway from Marrickville to Liverpool, and for this purpose the 
route is the best of the different routes which at various times have 
been under consideration.

(7.) If the railway were constructed right through to Liverpool it would 
materially shorten the journey from Liverpool to Sydney, and the 
loop-line would therefore be very largely patronised.

(8.) The probable traffic upon the proposed railway is very much under
estimated by the Paiiway Commissioners.

(9.) The formation of new residential suburbs by the establishment of 
railway communication between the districts to be served by the 
proposed line and the Metropolis is justified by the success which has 
attended the Illawarra Railway as a suburban line, and by the 
experience gained from the construction of a system of suburban 
railways at Melbourne, Victoria, which, in the matter of suburban 
railways and the accommodation afforded by them to the population, 
is far ahead of Sydney. ’

(10.) No extension of any existing tramway, and no branch tramway from 
any existing railway station, would adequately meet the prospective 
wants of the district.

7. The reasons urged against the proposed railway are the following:—
(1.) The construction of the line will cost £19,000 per mile.
(2.) The complete loop-line' to Liverpool, according to the Report of the 

Railway Commissioners, would not to any appreciable extent relieve 
the traffic on the Great Southern Railway.

(3.) The line from Marrickville to the Burwood Road will run for about 
a mile almost parallel to, and within a short space of, the Dulwich 
Hill Tramway;

(4.) A portion of the district through which the proposed line will go is 
already served to a certain extent by the extension of the tramway to 
Dulwich Hill, and by the railway to the Western Suburbs.

(5.) The construction of branch tramways connected with the railway at
. Ashfield or Burwood might be made sufficient to meet the require

ments of the residents for some time to come. A single tram-line 
could be constructed for about £5,000, as compared with £19,000 for 
the railway, per mile, and a double tram-line for about £8,500 or 
£9,009 per mile; and in the case of a tram-line there would be no 
resumption of land required, except, perhaps, at some of the corners, 
which would be only a small item.

(6.) There are no large industries in the locality which would be likely to 
bring traffic to the line. ■

(7.) The Department of Public Works and the Railway Commissioners 
do not agree upon a very important point in relation to the proposed 
railway. The proposal before the Committee is for a single line. 
The Railway Commissioners say the line must be a double line, as 
“ otherwise a most unsatisfactory service for residential purposes would 
be afforded.” A double line would cost considerably more than the esti
mate for the single line—fully £20,000 more than the present estimate.

(8.) The proposed railway, unless extended beyond the Burwood Road, 
will not meet the views of the residents of Bankstown and the resi
dents of other localities in that direction.

(9.) Even with the proposed railway, Canterbury Racecourse, which is put 
forward in the evidence as a certain source of large revenue, will still 
be some distance from railway communication. (9.)

7

Reasons 
unfavourable 
to the pro
posed railway.
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8. The decision arrived at by the Committee is shown in the following 
extracts from the minutes of proceedings :—

On the 19th December, 1889 :—- 
Mr. Dowel moved—

“ That the Committee proceed to consider the evidence with reference to the proposed 
railway from Marrickville to the Burwood Boad, with a view to reporting on the subject 
to the Legislative Assembly.”

The motion was seconded by Mr. Tonkin, and passed.
Mr. Dowel moved—

“ That the Committee approve of the construction of the proposed railway from Marrick
ville to the Burwood Boad, as referred to them by the Legislative Assembly.”

Mr. Tonkin seconded the motion.
The motion was negatived on the following division :—

Ayes, 5. Noes, 6.
Dr. Garran, , Mr. Abbott,
Mr. Humphery, Mr. Lackey,
Mr. Trickett, Mr. Cox,
Mr. Tonkin, Mr. Copeland,
Mr. Dowel. Mr. O’Sullivan,

Mr. Lee.
Mr. Lackey moved—

“ That the Committee do not consider it expedient that the proposed railway from Marrick
ville to the Burwood Boad, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, be 
carried out.”

Mr. Copeland seconded the motion.
The motion was passed on the following division :—

Ayes, 6. '
Mr. Abbott, 
Mr. Lackey, 
Mr. Cox, ’
Mr. Copeland, 
Mr. O’Sullivan, 
Mr. Lee.

Noes, 5.
Dr. Garran,
Mr. Humphery, 
Mr. Trickett, 
Mr. Tonkin,
Mr. Dowel.

On the loth January, 1890 :—
Mr. Hurley moved—

“ That this Committee are of opinion that the vote arrived at in regard to the proposed 
railway from Marrickville to the Burwood Boad, on 19th December, be rescinded with a 
view to its reconsideration.”

Mr. Garrard seconded the motion.
The motion was passed on the following division:— 

Ayes, 7.
Dr. Garran,
Mr. Humphery,
Mr. Trickett,
Mr. Garrard,
Mr. Tonkin,
Mr. Dowel,
Mr. Hurley.

Noes, 6.
Mr. Abbott, 
Mr. Lackey, 
Mr. Cox,
Mr. Copeland, 
Mr. O’Sullivan, 
Mr. Lee.

On Tuesday, 18th Debruary, 1890 :—
Mr. Hurley moved— _

“ That the Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the proposed railway from 
Marrickville to the Burwood Boad, with a view to reporting on the subject to the Legis
lative Assembly.”

The motion was seconded by Mr. Dowel, and passed.
Mr. Hurley moved—

“ That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is expedient the proposed railway from 
Marrickville to the Burwood Boad, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative 
Assembly, be carried out.” _ _ _ _ ’

The motion was seconded by Mr. Dowel, and passed on the following division:—
Ayes, 7. Noes, 6.

Dr. Garran,
Mr. Humphery, 
Mr. Trickett, 
Mr. Garrard, 
Mr. Tonkin,
Mr. Dowel,
Mr. Hurlev.

Mr. Abbott,
Mr. Lackey, 
Mr. Cox,
Mr. Copeland, 
Mr. O’Sullivan, 
Mr. Lee.

Published with this Report will he found the evidence given by the various 
witnesses examined, together with some appendices, and copies of the plans which 
were before the Committee during the inquiry.

. J. P. ABBOTT,
Chairman.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,
Sydney, 2 April, 1890.
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RAILWAY FROM MARRICKVILLE TO THE BURWOOD ROAD.

TUESDAY, 19 NOVEMBER, 1889.
$usmtt—

The Honorable JOHN LACKEY (Vice-Chairman).
The Hon. Andrew Carr an.
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery 
The Hon. G-eorge Henry Coy.
The Hon. YVilliam Joseph Trickett.

James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq. 
"William Springthorpe Dowel, Esq. 
Edward William O’Sulliyan, Esq. 
John Hurley, Esq.;

The Committee proceeded to consider the proposed railway from Marrickville to the Burwood Koad.

Joseph Barling, Esq., Under-Sccretary for Public Works, sworn, and examined .—
1. Vice-Chairman.] You are the Under-Secretary for Public Works ? Yes.
the line?re Ym^6 Pr0'iec^ construct a railway between Sydney and Liverpool duplicating

-ii6 PTr0p°1fd Hne between Marrickvile and Burwood Eoad ? Yes ; and with 
mtttee N fnTi^ 1 Committee I will give an account of the proposal :-The proposition before the Com- 
Burwood °£ a len^h °f railway of 4 mil«s 60 chains from Marrickville to the
a SfoFthe naDPr7wvt a Wsed I’fekaoTm as the St. Peters to Liverpool loop-line. I hand in 
reference to this^nrnnnUl 1C fWl11 flye details T 1166(1 not trouble the Committee with. The earliest 
Hadvvav^for tbe far,.as 4.caV asccrtain, occurs in the annual report of the Commissoner for
M^rstei of Workt fn fL ’ im 7ihlCl118 the fo1 0Win^ pa8SaSe 1 have call6d the alt61ltion of successive 
souther ^ ^W° ra-rS to t]16. desirability of providing for the increased traffic on the
Liverpool to mppf ILp TllDg d?veloP1?1S additional suburban traffic by the construction of a line from
a Ir^rarea of conifrv iine1+Wlt^n the ?6igbbourhood of Newtown. Such a line would open up
T)opu^ti^oftK^-^bl%?+Crfara*°*lim<1W01lld givS an additional outlet for the overcrowded 
sive Ministers in sunnorf pf rt?1 that tlDie * jthe Preseut a number of deputations have waited upon succes- 
the subiect has taken nWe 6 ProPosah aud, as the papers will show, a large amount of correspondence upon 
named viz 4 nn'lpsf t Pr!fnt Pr°POsal> ^wever, is limited to that portion T have alreadycoTsiLed ntelv as riTH r whatever may be done in the future, at present it is
mention that I am infW ^ T aw purpose of opening up a new residential suburb. I may 
that as nonulation e-i+Rp 126 ^4lnister. t° say that it is not looked upon as the terminal point, but
poiiMvPStiS^hfw^ hn®i*hB necessity for extending it will be considered and
the Hne wUl be Om n! ^ ^ ^ b® c°u8tructed. I think it is estimated that the cost of
be nut down as a<rrienl+mP n™1^’ t]lat ^and beyond 1® outy sparsely populated, and can only
extension until the inere ^ f11 ’ 1° ,¥ulls1ter d°es n°t think he is justified in proposing any further
also is notinselsible In IK °f al°ug tP0 ime has shown the necessity for it. The Minister
iWtSr wffl swS, rtf argfment,whlch bas b60u Put forth, that the carrying out of the loop-line in althduffh rnilnf KS? i 8 fDCe b^ 6 or 7 “lies to Sydney. He thinks that that is an important point, 
8i 1 TK- i lmporta,n6e present to pstiiy the carrying out of the whole proposal.
be^ontoed to T ivetnn,116 if n0V° 3°S n h116’is 11 ? Not at pr6S6ut 5 but ultimately it may
be continued to Liverpool where it would ]0in that line. The description of the line is as follows

Marrickville towards Liverpool.
Portion—Marrickville to Burwood Koad : Length, 4 miles 60 chains.

Estimated cost, £90,250, or £19,000 per mile, for a single line, exclusive of land and Compensation.

aiS proceeds'almost^ue^est^hTOiSfthe^municbialities^of'M1^113' ^ ^ f0^0 °f the Marrickville Station,
miles; Cook’s River after nassimr th?n„CTh r™u ® PaMl®s of.™a™ckville and Canterbury. It crosses Illawarra Koad at 4 
and terminates near the Burwood Koad ^8 miles 3 fh’aifs “ 'J Cr°6Se3 the Canterbury Eoad at 6 mil«a 27 chains,

The cost of land and compensation will he a very important item of expenditure.
The following is the report of the Railway Commissioners on the proposed line

Office of the Railway Commissioners of New South Wales, 29 December, 1888. 
Proposed Loop-line of Railway—St. Peters to Liverpool—14 miles.

In accordance with the provisions of the « Public Works Act, 1888,” section 13, we beg to report as under 
Cos/ of Construction—

The rfrlsr exfw/ ejfmates lhe C09t of construction of the railway, with a double line ■
, ot rails, exclusive of land and compensation, ........................................... £349 324

35—A ----------

J. Barling, 
Esq.

19Novfl889.

Annual
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J. Barling, 
Esq.

19NoCl889

Annual Cost—
Interest on cost of construction, at 3^ per cent............................................... ............................ £12,226
Estimated cost of maintaining the permanent-way, per annum..................................  £3,500
For first two years an additional cost of ...................................................................... 800
Traflie Department expenses  ...................................... .............................................. 1,820
Locomotive expenses...................................... .................................................. '3,000

--------  9,120

Total annual cost..................................................................... £21,346

Traffic Estimate—
The new passenger traffic which will accrue to the line will, for a long time, be

very small, and would probably not exceed.......................................................... £3,300
The goods traffic also would not exceed ...................................................................... 1,900

--------  £5,200

_ As the bulk of the population is located within 5 miles of Sydney the marketing would be done in Sydney and carted 
direct. Bricks and firewood would to some extent be carted also.

The shortening of the route to and from Liverpool and places south thereof by 5 miles
would cause an annual loss of .............................................................................................. £17,423

And it is estimated that traffic would be diverted from Petersham and Ashfield to the
extent of .................................................................................................................................. 1,714

£19,137

_ The theory which has been put forth, that the construction of this line would avoid the necessity for increasing the 
carrying capacity of the existing line from Liverpool to Sydney, should not have any weight in the consideration of the question, 
as the construction of the line would only relieve the parent line to the extent of about four trains per day in each direction ; 
and the quadrupling of the line out of Sydney to Homebush is required to accommodate the increasing purely residential 
service of trains ; and the doubling of the line from Granville to Liverpool will be required for the development of the country 
along that route, which is being fairly rapidly settled.

If a branch line were constructed from St. Peters through Canterbury to a point 8 miles from Sydney (i.e., 4 miles of 
new line), it would accommodate Canterbury and a fairly good district for residential traffic ; and at the suggested terminus of 
the line we observe that two large properties have been laid out for the purpose of encouraging a suburban population.

The construction of a branch line to the point indicated is the only course we could recommend, which would have the 
effect of giving another suburban outlet for Sydney ; and we believe if this were done the traffic created would probably pay 
working expenses, and in a few years it would doubtless be a good investment.

The line should take the exact route laid down for the proposed through line, so that when the proper time arrived an 
extension might be made, and probably the line ultimately carried through to Liverpool.

The Common Seal of the Railway Commissioners of /E. M. G. EDDY, (l.s.)
, Now South Wales has been hereunto affixed by j Chief Commissioner.

the Railway Commissioners in the presence J W. M. FEH ON, (L.S.)
of,— i Commissioner.

■ D. Yeekon. CHARLES OLIVER, (l.s.)
(, Commissioner.

With regard to the necessity for forming new suburbs connected by railway with the metropolis, I should 
like to place before the Committee a comparison of the railway accommodation, which we have at present 

• . for Sydney and suburbs, with that of Melbourne, taking a radius of 10 miles from the centre of each city.
Mr. Hayter, the Victorian Statistician, has very kindly furnished mo with the present population of 
Melbourne and Suburbs. His letter 1 will hand in. He gives the population at 437,785. The present 
population of Sydney and suburbs is given as 366,684. Melbourne has a system of Suburban Eailways 
(within the radius named) comprising a length of 74i- miles with stations or calling places. This gives 
a population of 5,896 per mile of railway. Sydney and suburbs within the same radius is served by only 
23 miles of railway with twenty-seven stations, which gives a population of 15,543 per mile. In other words 
Melbourne has more than three times the length of Suburban Eailway than Sydney, and about three times the 
accommodation per 1,000 of the population. I venture to think this shows conclusively how very far we are 

‘ behind the sister metropolis in this very essential adjunct of modern civilization, viz., railway accommoda
tion. Since that was written I have received a telegram from the Secretaryof the Victorian Eailways, with 
whom I have communicated as I wished to verify my figures. The telegram was put into my hands 
just as I was coming to give my evidence before the Committee, and it is as follows :—“ Melbourne, 
November 19:—Tour telegram only reached me this morning.—Miles of suburban line open 103; 
number of stations 95 ; number of platforms 175.—P. P. Lahertouche.” There is a discrepancy between 
the figures given by Mr. Lahertouche and those which I have placed before the Committee. The 
difference is probably due to the fact that Mr. Lahertouche has given me the whole length ofthe suburban 
line, whereas I have restricted my comparison to the 10-mile radius. To deal now with another branch 
of the argument, namely, the direct one as to whether the line is likely to pay, I will with the permission 
of the Committee read a report from Mr. Thompson, land valuer, as to the prospects of the line. I 
think his remarks are very suggestive, and to the point. He says :—

In compliance with your verbal instructions of the 18th instant, I have now the honor to submit the following report 
' on the proposed railway extension from Marrickville, at 3 miles 23 chains on the Illawarra line, to the 8-mile mark, near Can

terbury. The country through which this extension passes, is mostly poor as regards soil, timber, and grass, hut notwithstand
ing these disadvantages, and the fact that it is at present rather sparsely populated, most of it is well adapted for building 
purposes.

The point of divergence of this extension from the Illawarra Railway is 72 drains north of Cook’s River, and as it 
proceeds westerly it rapidly approaches that stream, crossing it in the old settlement of Canterbury 2 miles 68 chains from the 
point mentioned, and thence a further distance of If miles to the proposed terminus at the Burwood Road, and about 60 chains 
south of Cook’s River.

The country between the river crossing at Canterbury and the proposed terminus is much superior to that between 
Marrickville and that crossing. The former comprises several large subdivisions, notably Bridgewater, Golden Park, Silver 
Park, Campsie Park, and Hareourt, most of which appear to be lying dormant, probably awaiting the approach of the railway, 
or at least the certainty of its construction.

With a few conspicuous exceptions, the buildings in the vicinity of the line throughout are small and not numerous. 
The land from Marrickville to Meeks’ Road is low and swampy, and occupied by Chinese gardeners ; thence to Livingstone Road 
it is of better quality and improved by enclosure, clearing, and a few small buildings ; thence to Canterbury, excepting Wm. 
Starkey’s property, which is highly improved, the land is poor and barren, and but little of it has been enclosed. In the 
settlement of Canterbury some good land is taken, and west of the river the country is of much better quality, being good 

• undulating open forest, with patches of fairly good orchard land. This improvement in the character of the country I believe
continues as far as Liverpool.

. . . The
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' . . . sPai’s0 population and large proportion of unimproved land on this line is in view of the creation of new suburbs, J. Barling, 
Which will naturally follow railway communication, one of its principal advantages, as thereon thrifty mechanics, and men of Esq. 
moderate means will find an opportunity ior investment, which is practically denied them on the existing lines by reason of 
the exorbitant price of land. •

The cost of the land is not likely to exceed an average of £100 per acre, probably much less, but I have not had time 
to satisfy myself on tins point. j. % THOMPSON,
T , . . Land Yaluer.
1 may, perhaps, also be permitted to take as an argument the development of traffic which has taken 
place m connection with the Illawarra suburbs since the railway was open. The Commissioners for 
Hailways have kindly supplied me with statistics, which I will hand in, and from which the following 
statement has been compiled. . °
Qf a t the Rockdale station the number of season tickets has increased from 16 in the year of the opening of the line, to 
8^4 tor the present year. In the same period the coaching receipts have increased from £44 4s. lid. per mensem to £434 17s.

4.vT^e wor^men,^ tickets issued at this station exhibits in a marked degree the progress of settlement. In the nine
months ending 31 October, 1888, 5,496 of these tickets were issued, while in the corresponding months of the current year 7,873 
have been issued, showing an increase in one year of 2,377 tickets. •

^t the Kogarah station the figures stand thus Season tickets issued in the opening year, 14; in the current year,
483. The coaching receipts at this station have increased during the same time from £46 4s. 4d.per mensem to £393 9s. 8d.: 
and the issue of workmen’s tickets from 3,605 in 1888, to 5,605 in the current year.

At Hurstville the issue of season tickets has increased from 4 in the opening year, to 441 in 1889. In the same period 
the coaehmg receipts have increased from £138 8s. 4d., to £324 17s. 2d. per mensem; and the issue of workmen’s tickets for 
1889 shows an increase of £612, as compared with the previous year. ■

_ It appears also by returns furnished by the Town Clerks of the respective places, that at Rockdale the number of houses 
has increased from 199 at the time of the opening, to 972 in the present year. The number of the inhabitants at the time of 

°PenmB Ya.s anc^ the population is now estimated at 4,960. Hurstville also shows an important increase in the number 
ot houses and m the population, but not in so marked a degree.

At Kogarah, at the time of the opening of the line, the population was under 1,000. It is now considerably over 2,000.
In the interval over 200 new houses have been erected.
I am aware that it may be said, in reply to this argument, that there are at present a large number of 
empty houses in the existing suburbs, and further that we are not likely to repeat so soon in the 
suggested new line the rapid development which has taken place in the instances quoted. I think, 
however, a sufficient answer to this may be found in the present high value of land which obtains both in 
the Illawarra and Western suburbs.
I have received the following valuation from Messrs. Hardie and Gorman:— ■

1. Petersham ................................................... £5 to £20 per foot.
2. Ashfield
3. Croydon
4. Burwood 

Strathfield

£5 to £25 
£3 to £15 „
£4 to £50 „
£3 to £20 „

Building sites for “ homes ” are becoming

following letter in reference to the value

Higher prices, of course, are business sites close to stations. ______0___ ___ „„„„„
more and more difficult to obtain, at even the minimum prices put down, except by going a distance away 
from railway communication.
I have also received from Messrs. Mills, Pile, and Wilson the 
of land in that district.

“ Sydney, November 19, 1889.
T , ... Referring to your request that we should furnish you with our ideas of the approximate values of Suburban
Lanas within a radius, say, of a quarter of a mile of the Railway, we beg to state them as under :—

Macdonaldtown............... £2,000 per acre.
Newtown .......................... £2,500 ~
Staumore,......................... £2,000
Petersham ....................... £2,000
Lewisham ......................  £1,000
Summer Hill ................... £1,500
Ashfield ........................... £1,500
Croydon ........................... £1,000
Burwood........................... £2,000

Strathfield ............
Homebush ............ ........ £1,000 „ .
St. Peters................
Marrickville ........ ........ £1,000 „
Tempe....................
Arncliffe................
Rockdale................
Kogarah ................
Hurstville ............

. ... . - , ■ --------------. —.......... ......... , in some of the localities mentioned laudcannot be bought m the business spots under £25 to £40 per foot. Yours, &c.,
The Under Secretary, Department of Public Works. MILLS, PILE, & WILSON.”

It is clear, therefore, that the price is becoming too high to admit of the working classes and those with 
limited means getting away from Sydney, or living at places far distant from their work, and it must be 
admitted that the opening up of fresh land for residential purposes will be the means of reducing the 
average value of the land for a time, at all events, and thus enable the poorer classes to leave the crowded 
parts of the city to seek healthier and better surroundings in the suburbs. The Minister thinks this is a 
veiy important aspect; of the case, and it is considered that the opening up of this new suburb will 
certainly, for the reasons I have given, be as successful as has followed similar action with other suburbs. 
The statistics I have given have been collected by direction of the Minister since he delivered his speech 
111 ■P^rliameut in August last, when the proposal was referred to this Honorable Committee on his motion.
4. yice-01iairman.~\ I take it that this work is now submitted to the Committee as a suburban line ? At 
the present moment, with a view of eventually, perhaps, of carrying out the whole.
5. The Commissioners, I suppose, are opposed to the duplicate line, and in favour of the construction of 
this 4 miles of railway as a suburban line ? Tes.
6. That is the report of the Committee to the Department? Tes; although the Minister thinks it a 
mattei’ of ^importance that it will elfect a saving of 7 miles as regards the through trains from Melbourne.
7. J/k O'Sullivan.'] What is the reason of the abandonment of the proposed line from St. Peters ? 
There are reasons which will be better given by the engineer.
8. Mr Trichett^ In the precis there is a reference to one route the owners along which have offered to 
give the land free if a railway is constructed does that apply to this proposal ? I should speak with 
some reserve on that point. _ The promise was on condition that the line was carried through*to Liver
pool. I see that that is mentioned again and again in the papers.
9. yav® y°u aliy definite information ? I could hand you in the papers so that the promises can be

Ho they apply to this or to the St. Peters route? They would apply to the route then proposed. 
Mr. Deane, will show the various routes on the plan. .

11.
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11. Dr. Garran?\ Were the promises made as to the other route exclusively ? I have read a great 
number, and I see that it was a loop-line from St. Peters to Liverpool that was referred to.
12. Then the promises would not apply to this route ? I think there would certainly be room for recon
sideration in the matter. I would point out that it is really not so important now as it was then. Since 
that time the Public Works Act has been passed, and it provides that in estimating the value of the land 
taken for Public Works the increased value given by the works to the adjoining land must be taken as 
a set off against it. The Act was not in force when those promises 'were made. There wras therefore, 
then, far greater reason to he careful on that point than there is at present. If the land has been cut up 
and sold in small allotments we cannot expect the small holders to give land for a railway.
13. You mean that you do not care about the promises now that that Act has been passed ? No ; T say 
that they are not of so much importance. '
14. Mr. Cox.'] Is any portion of the line between Marrickville aud Burwood land, the owners of which 
promise to give their land if a railway was made ? I think so ; but I am not certain.

4?, PAELIAMENTABY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOBKS.

Henry Deane, Esq., Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Eailways, sworn, and examined :—
15. Vice-Chairman.] What are you? Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Eailways. _
16. Where is the point in the Burwood Eoad which this line crosses ? About 8 miles from Sydney. The 
line—which was proposed as a loop, was to'start from St. Peters, but Marrickville vvas found to be abetter

19 Nov., 1889. junction. That is why Marrickville has been substituted^ ... .
17. How many lines have there been surveyed? Taking all the deviations into account, about six, 
independent of a survey that was made from Arncliffe.
18. Was that made by the Department? No ; outside of the Department.
19. Then the proposal to construct a line to Burwood Eoad is one which the Department recommends as 
the best ? Yes. The first line that was surveyed by an officer of the Department was a line going through 
Belmore.
20. Have you traversed that line yourself ? I have been over most of it—not over the whole length.
21. By whom was the survey carried out? I think that the surveyor was Mr. Kennedy, junior. Mr. 
Gumming improved the line afterwards.

. 22. Have you examined the proposed line between Marrickville and Burwood Eoad ? 'Yes; all except, a
small portion of it.
23. Are you in a position to give any estimate of the cost of the' land? No.
24. You could not give it approximately ? No ; but I understand that the land valuer has been over
the line. . . .
25. Are the engineering difficulties great on the proposed line ? No ; there is no great engineering diffi
culty. There will be a bridge over Cook’s Eiver at Canterbury. The country between Marrickville and 
Canterbury is rather rough, so that it could not be made a cheap line. _
26. Being a suburban line, I suppose it would not be desirable to make it a cheap line? The object 
is to make it as direct a line as possible. A much cheaper line could be laid out if the original object of 
saving distance, and of having verv good grades, were not adhered to. On this line which has been staked 
out the steepest gradient is 1 in 90. We tried to get a gradient of lin 100, but found it impossible with
out increasing the cost of the line enormously.
27. The estimate of £19,000 a mile for the construction of the line—by whom was that fixed.? By the
Department. _ .
28. You think that the actual work could be done at a cost of £19,000 per mile ? Yes.
29. That is without the compensation for the land ? Yes. . _ _
30. Are the bridges intended to accommodate a double or a single line ? A double line. There is only
one large bridge on that portion—the bridge over Cook’s Eiver. _
31. What is the estimate for that bridge ? £9,274 ; and then there is immediately after that one over
the Canterbury Eoad, which will cost £3,000.
32. Mr. Trickett.] The proposed line is part of the direct line to Liverpool ? Yes.
33. And it is the straightest line procurable ? Yes.
34. It appears almost a straight line from Marrickville to Liverpool ? Yes. _ _
35. Is this line from Marrickville to Burwood road recommended to us as a line by itself, or only as part
of a through line to Liverpool ? It is really part of the proposed through line to Liverpool. .
36. Do you consider that it would be undesirable to construct a line only from Marrickville to Burwood 
road ? I consider that it is a good proposal for a suburban line. The country there is very good country 
for residential purposes, and I believe that the line, if constructed, would, in a very short time, pay.
37. Even from Marrickville to Burwood road ? Yes, or a little beyond. It must he remembered that on
the other side of Cook’s Eiver there is a very small population indeed, and until very recently nearly the 
whole of the land there was bush land. A good deal of it has, within the last two or three years, been 
cleared and subdivided. ‘
38. Then you look upon this proposal as a desirable line, even if it should go only to Burwood road ? Yes.
39. Looking at it as a large question—as a proposal to construct a line which will ultimately form a 
duplicate line to Liverpool—do you think this is the best way to reach Liverpool ? Yes, undoubtedly.
40. You think that the line is the most direct and the most easily constructed? Yes. It may be worth 
while to consider whether it could not be deviated slightly; but, practically, it would be the same line.
41. I ask that because I see from the plan that there are several rival routes through to Liverpool—do you 
distinctly state that of all those routes the one from Marrickville to Burwood road is the best to adopt in 
view of the ultimate construction of a line to Liverpool ? I do.
42. You think that, besides being the best line to Burwood road, it will be the best commencement of a 
duplicate line to Liverpool ? I7 es. I think I might give a short history of these different routes, showing 
why they have not been carried out. The first line laid out was the one going through Belmore, and the 
Belmore residents were among those who first agitated for the line ; that line followed up the continuation 
of the Canterbury Eoad, passed over the hill at Belmore, then dropped into the flat, then pursued a direct 
line, crossing George’s Eiver in two places, and on to Liverpool. There is a deviation from that line to

J. Barling,
Esq.

19Nov!a889.

H. Deane, 
Esq.
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the north, to serve Bankstown. There is a proposal to avoid the crossing of George’s Eiver, and bring the P* Deane,.
line down to the Landsdown Creek, going round the back of George’s Eiver, to avoid a bridge. The ®S<1'
southern route still remains the shortest. In 1885 I went over the southern line with Mr. Whitton. It
goes by the name of Bell’s line; and Mr. Whitton proposed afterwards that a practically straight line ov'’ ‘
should be made between Canterbury and Liverpool, and this is the result. The first line was laid out
almost a straight line, but it was improved and cheapened by putting in two curves.
43. How did that cheapen it ? It made it conform more to the configuration of the country.
44. I think that a more northerly line was surveyed ? Tes, the line passing through Lower Bankstown ; 
but this permanently-staked line is the one which is being considered by the Department.
45. Of all these rival lines the department have come to the conclusion that the permanently staked line 
is the best ? That is the best.
46. Is that only from an engineering point of view? It is the best for the principal object of the loop
line. It is the most direct, and has the best gradient. If a cheaper line is wanted it will be better to 
deviate it slightly.
47. How will that serve the various centres of population between Marrickville and Liverpool ? There 
are no centres of population except Canterbury at present.
48. Is not Bankstown one ? It is almost too far away. There is a proposal for a tram-way to go to
Bankstown. .
49. Then there are no centres of population between Marrickville and Liverpool where it would be
desirable to diverge the line to serve ? No. The only places where there is any population at all are 
Belmore and Bankstown. '
50. Therefore this line will take a middle course between the two ? Tes.
51. Can you give the Committee any information as to the owners of the property along the route of this 
permanently staked line, being willing to give the land for the railway free of cost? They were, in the 
first instance, but I am not aware that they would give it now.
52. I suppose there are documents in the office that would give us that information—are there any 
written promises ? Latterly there have been no arrangements made.
53. As far as you are aware the land owners along the route are not willing to give the land free of cost ?
I do not think the residents on the permanently staked line have proposed to give it.
54. Have you any fixed opinion as to the desirability of constructing the line right through from Marrick
ville to Liverpool, apart from the engineering aspect of the question, for purposes of traffic or otherwise ?'
I should say that the Commissioners would be better able to give information on that point than I am. .
I understand from the report of the Commissioners that they are not favourable to this line, as a loop-line, 
as affording any relief to the traffic, because only four trains a day each way would be saved. What 
is . really wanted is the quadruplication of the existing line, so as to run the suburban traffic on different ’
rails from those on which the main line traffic is carried.
55. Dr. Garran.] Can you tell me what is the objection to the most northerly of the routes that avoided
the two bridges ? It does not save the same distance. • . • •
56. It is a little longer between the two termini ? One of the objects of the promoters was to save
distance between Sydney and Liverpool ? The more direct the line of course the shorter the distance. If 
you try to save expense and make curves in the line you will lengthen the distance. '
57. How much longer was the more northerly line than the one you have staked ? There is a distance of'
about a mile. "
58. And against that you have the expense of two bridges ? Tes. •
59. What is the greatest elevation that your staked line gets above high water mark ? 148 feet above
high water.
60. What is the greatest elevation between Sydney and Parramatta ? I could not say from memory.
61. Is the summit level of this line lower than that of Petersham ? No ; it is higher.
62. And the traffic from Liverpool would have to attain a greater elevation ? Tes ; but that I believe is . 
held out as one of the inducements to construct the line, owing to the elevation being more favourable to 
settlement.
63. But although you have to get a higher summit level you have- easier gradients all through ? Easier 
gradients taking the whole line to Liverpool; but between Sydney and Parramatta the ruling gradient is
1 m 100. o o
G4. All the way ? Tes, between Sydney and Granville. There are two portions near Cabramatta with 
gradients of 1 in 66, but between Sydney and Granville the gradient is 1 in 100.
65. Is it 1 in 100 between Newtown and Petersham ? Tes.
66. I understood you to say you were quite clear that this is the best line for the through route ? Tes.
67. But you are not so clear that it is necessarily the best for the suburbs through which it passes ? If
I laid it out as a suburban line merely, and there was no object in saving distance, and no object in having 

•the very best grades, some slight deviation might be adopted with the result of economy. .
68. Tou could make a cheaper line ? Tes.
69. Does this line best serve the intervening district ? Tes ; I think the general direction of the line is 
a good one.
70. But although it comes before us as a purely suburban line, you keep your eye fixed on the fact that' 
it will ultimately become part of the proposed through line ? I think that it is probable that it will.
7!• You think that the Committee should keep that in view P Yes.
72 Mr. 0 Sullivan.’] Prom your evidence, and the opinion of the Commissioners, it is apparent this line 
will not serve to any great extent to relieve the traffic on the southern line ? No. .
73. It has been said by the Commissioners that it will only take off four trains a day ? Tes. ’
74. That being so do you think it is wise for the Commissioners to sanction a line 4 miles in length merely
tor its own traffic ? I believe it to be the best thing for Sydney to have lines radiating in all directions,1 
but, it possible, to make them economically, so as to allow population to settle in other places than those 
now available. .
75. But could that not be done by tram-ways in a much cheaper way ? It could be done perhaps much 
much more cheaply, but the district would not be served in the same way—a tram-way running 8 miles
into Sydney would be a very slow affair indeed. .
76. But as it wil! be purely passenger traffic could it not be accomodated by a tramway? We have-
nothing so long as 8 miles in tram-ways, 77
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H. Deane, 77. Does not a tram-way line run out to Dulwich Hill in this direction ? Tes.
E8<1, 7S. How long is that tram-way ? That line stops short of what would be on this line the 5-milo point.

79- What length is the Dulwich line from Sydney ? I do not remember exactly. 
itfJNoY., 1889. 80. cons;cjor;ng that a portion of the route is largely served by the Dulwich Hill tram-way, would not the 

tram-way be sufficient ? Only a small portion is served by the Dulwich Hill tram-way. The parts on the 
Cook’s Elver side are not served by it.
81. I notice in this report that the cost of the Landsdown Creek route is the lowesteven lower 
than that of the permanently staked line ? The length is 14 miles 4 chains, and the estimated cost 
£346,393 ? Tes.
82. And the estimated cost of the permanently staked line now before us is £349,344 ? Tes.
83. And that is 14 miles long ;—only 4 chains shorter than the Landsdown Creek line ? To go round by 
Landsdown Creek would be more economical than to go straight across George’s Eiver.
84. Still you think the advantages of the direct route outweigh the extra cost ? Certainly ; if the line 
is taken on to Liverpool.
85. If the line is taken on to Liverpool by the permanently staked line it will still have to cross the 
George’s Eiver twice P Tes. If you go round the bend of George’s Eiver, you will certainly add a 
mile to the length of the line.
86. So that in crossing the George’s Eiver twice, you would have to erect two expensive bridges to reach 
Liverpool ? Tes. There is a question with regard to the estimate of this line, in regard to which I 
would like to read a report which I wrote to the Minister of Public Works. There was a deputation 
complaining that the estimate was such a large one. The members of the deputation stated that they 
were quite sure that the line could be made for £200,000. This is a report I wrote to the Minister of 
Public Works on the 27th September, 1889. I promised to look into the matter and furnish the Minister 
with some data. I pointed out at the time, that if it were not necessary to save as much as possible in 
distance, and not necessary to have the good grades we had laid down, the line could be very much 
cheapened. I will read the report:—

Department of Public Works, Railway Construction Branch,
Sydney, 27 September, 1889.

Marrickville (St. Peters) to Liverpool.
When this railway was first proposed, one of the main arguments put forth by the promoters, was the saving of 

distance between Sydney and Liverpool, and the advantage that would thus arise in conducting the traffic between Sydney 
and Melbourne.

In order that this advantage might be realised to the fullest extent, it was clear that the railway should be made for a 
double line of rails, follow the most direct course, and have easy grades for working the _ express traffic. _ With this end in 
view a route was ultimately selected, giving a saving in distance of 44' miles, and a ruling grade of 1 in 90; it involved,

' however, very heavy earthworks and two crossings of George’s River. The estimated cost, exclusive of land and compensation,
was £393,870. Some modifications were afterwards introduced, and a new estimate was made (dated 21st December, 1888), 
amounting to £349,343.

As I had reason to believe that the estimate could be still further reduced, I had it carefully revised, with the result 
that it now stands at £308,546.

This is for the line as at present laid out for a double line of rails, with heavy earthworks, a ruling grade of 1 in 90, 
and two crossings at George’s River, and I do not believe that a line could be found which, under the same conditions, will cost 
appreciably less.

If, however, the saving in distance is not an object, I will undertake to lay out a line which will cost very much less, 
but will answer all the purposes of suburban traffic. '

I have examined carefully this question, and am prepared to state that a reduction to the extent of about £78,000 can 
easily be affected, leaving the estimate standing at, say, £230,000.
Acting Engineer-in-Chief to TTnder-Secretary for Works. H. DEANE.
87. In face of the fact that the main line between Sydney and Liverpool is to be quadrupled, and in face
of the opinion of the Commissioners that only four trains a day can be accommodated by this loop line, do 
you think it is probable that this proposed line will be taken on from the Burwood Eoad to Liverpool ? 
The way I look at it is this—that this proposed portion to the Burwood Eoad makes a good suburban 
line, and when population increases in the district it may be carried for 2 or 3 miles further, and so it will 
gradually approach Liverpool. When the gap is very much reduced it would seem to be a very natural 
thing to bridge it over, and those would be the circumstances under which the whole line, I think, would 
be completed. .... ,
88. Then you consider the line would not be justified at the present time in going right through to
Liverpool ? No, I do not. '
89. But it may be justified if population increases between Burwood Eoad and Liverpool ? Tes. If, as 
a suburban line, this line were continued, and population sprang up, and it were worked into Sydney, and 
there only remained the gap I speak of, it would be a very natural step to complete the line between 
those two points.
90. Mr. Humphery.'] Is it intended that this shall be a suburban branch line ? Tes, at present.
91. Engines and carriages will connect at Liverpoolr1 No, they will run right through from Sydney.
92. Tou spoke of some deviations which would lessen the cost of construction—will you state what the 
difference in length will be if those deviations are adopted ? To Burwood Eoad it would be practically 
the same—it would not make more than 5 or 6 chains difference at the most.
93. Then there would be no appreciable reduction of cost ? Tes, there would be some reduction.
94. What will be the cost of the line between Marrickville and Burwood Eoad as staked—the cost of con
struction without resumption ? The estimate is £90,250.
95. How much a mile is that ? About £19,000. _
96. Why is the construction so costly? It is by no means level country. That part crossing the 
George’s Eiver * is the worst of the whole route.
97. But this is not the George’s Eiver—this is the Cook’s Eiver ? Well it is the roughest part of the 
country.
98. After leaving Marrickville how does the proposed line pass ? It crosses the Illawarra Eoad at the 
4-§- miles peg, then it strikes for a point a little to the right of the bend of Cook’s Eiver. At 5 miles it 
strikes to the north of the bend at Cook’s Eiver. After leaving the 5-mile peg it twists around a bend.
99. Do you come into Canterbury near the river ? Tes, close to the river.
100. Where will the 7-mile peg be ? About three-quarters of a mile beyond the bridge.
101. Then your line is to the north of the Belmore Eoad ? Tes. 102.

6 . PAELIAMENTAEY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEES.
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102. Could a less expensive route than that be found ? No, it would be practically the same route, but H. Deane,: 
some slight deviation might be made with sharper curves, but it would be chiefly in altering the gradients :Es<l- 
that a saving could be effected. . j & & ,---- *-----
oor wU] ther® te heavy cuttings along that line ? At about miles there would be a cutting 19 ^im;
d2 teet deep, and another one 34 feet. 6
104. That is about 4| miles from Sydney ? Yes.
105. That will-be very near Marrickville then ? Eather more than a mile from Marrickville. After
crossing over the flat at Marrickville, on low ground, you begin to rise, and there are two spurs which
run up as prominent features in the landscape, and which there is no means of avoiding. They are too 
sharp to get round, and they are high, and the depression in between involves a bank of 40 feet in depth. 
too rm? W11Y . rounc*- bhe river, and you cannot avoid a considerable amount of earthworks.
iUb. Then, it is owing to the costly earthworks that this route will be expensive? Yes; beyond -the 
crossing of Cook’s Eiver there is a large cutting. :
Yes' The C°St WOrkms tlle railvvay be considerably less than the working expenses of a tramway ?

108. I think we have evidence here that the tram expenses were £4,000 a mile, against £19,000 per mile
0 railwaydo you not think that is a strong reason for constructing a railway instead of recommending 
the construction of a tram ? Yes ; but I think apart from the question of working, the distance is too 
ditkfusly W°rk a tram'hne for t,ie convenience of the public. You can run trains much more expe

a tram-line were constructed the distance would only be 4 or 5 miles from Burwood to Marrick-
Hill Sam ’ XeS' 1 understan(i you mean you would not propose it as an extension of the Dulwich

110. Mr. HurleyIs it your province to estimate the revenue in relation to the cost of construction ?

111. Do you know the estimated cost of the line right through ? Yes. .
in + W e1 ^ nS ^ d?Wn vT the EaiW Commissioners—£349,000 ? That was an estimate furnished 

{ I6 PePartment> and which I referred to as having been made at the end of last
year, but 1 have had that revised since then, and have cut out about £40,000.
cost £1 Of) nnn s bridgea—an estimate was submitted to the Minister that the bridges would
ornltl E ? £150,000? They would not cost that. That was for the original position of the
crossings, but we found very much better crossings after that, with very much less flooded land.
7'iT rni0U; ^ia'ye no^ ^a^en payable results of the line into consideration p No .
115. lhat rests with the Traffic Department s> Yes

you have had in view an ultimate extension to 
Liverpool 1 ^ beSt Way 0i puttlBg lh is tllat this is a portion of the line laid out to connect

°f tBat,waS t0 Pelieve the Presellt heavy strain on the Southern line, as well as to 
comideredathM iVwifs6 nUmberS resldmS on proposed construction ? I believe the late Commissioner'

118. That was the inducement for the construction of the line ? Yes.
1 on -v-011 bave oniy to see that the line is constructed on the route selected ? Yes

We mt0 payable reslllts of *0 line, or as to whether a more favour
able route could be secured ? Certainly, as to a more favourable route. .
bridws°of So non TPiTrnnnn n0t the i?tere8tB of the country to save the expense of those two 

^L£r00,000 t0 £lo0.>000’ a]ad have a detour ? In my report to the Minister I pointed out
estimate™6 1 Were Ca™ed r°Und and avoided the bend’ we sbould save £78,000 on the newer

i oo" recommend that, do you ? If a cheap line is required.
i rec;08Ilise tbat the cheapest is not always the best ? Yes. '
itnnt Kilni0 C0]f j.deratioii the vast amount of money which could be saved by that detour, would
so bltle p blTft0 PiUt dowV class llne, considering that the distance by means of the detour is 
so iittie more r It makes a mile difference. '
metding itT Yes^ £70,00° hj & detoUr of a mile do y°u not tHnk you would be justified in fecom-

2t areTfay°ur.able to that detour as it will only increase the length by a mile ? I may say
that I am, certainly. I will give you the estimated cost of the bridges, because I should like very much 
to correct that statement. That was made when the line was originall} thought of, and when a
seeonH8 °f tbe rlfTuhad n0t b®?u found. The first crossing of the river is estimated at £24,838, and the 
aboutd£35 nnoS 0fp?e ^h-Ch f a ™ucb shorter one, is only £10,706, or a total, the two together, of 
Conk’s D ./looded land « almost entirely avoided there. The bridges altogether, including the
19/7 a i ^ EndSe> aild some other openings which would be necessary, amount to £52,597
S^OOOm^yte^aved6 ^ ^ additional mile beinS added to length of line by that detour ?

PptP7.L0+°klT? at thi? document ^bich has been laid on the table in regard to the proposed loop line—St. 
ieteis to .Liverpool—can you remember when you received instructions with regard to those surveys 
wbatthose instructions were-the inducements which led the Government to submit the instructions'to 
you whether it was as laid dowm m the statement on the third page, to the effect that large industries 
had been established m the locality, and would bring traffic on to the line, and that the fonstruction 
moreover, would give work to the unemployed ? That was the statement of the deputation, I suppose.
129. Do you remember when you received your instructions whether those were the reasons assigned why
those surveys should be earned out ? There were no reasons given. . 0 7
130. Mr. Ton/cm.] Do I understand you to say that by making this detour you save the construction of
those two bridges—one to cost £24,813, and the other to cost £10,706 ? Yes. nsrrucnon oi
131. And by so doing you lengthen the construction by 1 mile ? Yes
£35 ooo^n th? C0“str1Tti°n by a “ile i1: coste £19,000, and you have to deduct that from the ■

cSfSS?! S.*% Tes’ ’,ut “li” *h“ ““*9-
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133. It would cost less ? Tes. The portion under consideration is. as regards earthworks, the most costly 
portion of the whole line. The end part is, comparatively, through flat country, and would not cost so 
very much.
134. Could you give us an idea of what the remainder of the line would cost after getting over this 
difficult part—from the Burwood Boad to Liverpool ? Tes. Deducting the bridges, I do not think it 
would make very much difference.
135. Then there would only he a saving of something like £16,000 or £17,000 ? Tes.* _
136. Under those circumstances would you prefer going round that mile than going direct ? . Not if the
present line with the gradients is adopted. Supposing we make a cheaper suburban line it would be 
desirable, but if the present line is adopted, with the view to quick running of express trains, and good 
grades, it would be better to go straight across the rivers, and not avoid the bridges. _ _
137. Do you not think, although at the present time, the traffic would not warrant this loop line being
constructed, it will only he a short time before it will do so ? I believe it would prove to be a benefit in 
the future. If not a necessity, it would be a convenience. __
138. Taking that into consideration, don't you think it would be advisable to have_a direct route across the
bridges ? Tes ; I do under the circumstances. _ _
139. With regard to the first part of the line under consideration—do you believe, without taking into 
consideration the remainder of the line from Burwood Boad to Liverpool—that that portion, if constructed, 
is warranted by population, and that it will in all probability pay working expenses and interest on 
capital ? I am quite sure that it would in a very short time. I am sure that as far as Canterbury, very 
good returns would be obtained, and I am sure in a few years time, the piece beyond would prove a very 
good investment.
140. This estimate, of course, is for a double and not a single line? No, a single line. _ _ _
141. Do you think £19,000 a mile is a very high estimate for a single line ? I cannot help it—it is just 
how the country happens to lie.
142. What would be the difference in the cost of a single ^nd a double line ? If you made the excavation 
for a double line, it would perhaps cost from £8,000 to £10,000 more. The permanent way and ballasting, 
which would also be affected, would be £10,000—that is to say, you can make a double line for about 
£20,000 more than the present estimate. That would be £110,000 on 4 miles and 16 chains.
143. The estimated cost is £90,000 now ? Tes, £90,250. There can be no doubt about what is required.
These quantities have been taken out from actual survey. There are approximately 240,000 cubic yards 
of cuttings taken to embankment; and if tenders were called for, the price of tenders put in might be 
lower than what we have here, in which case that sum of money would not be required, but the quantities 
approximately would be the same. _ _
144. Supposing this line were constructed as a single line, would there be any material difference in 
making it into a double line afterwards ? No ; I do not think it would make very much difference.
145. Mr. Dowel.'] When was the survey of the Hne from Marrickville to Burwood Boad staked and 
completed ? Mr. Kennedy’s survey was completed in 1886 to the best of my recollection. Mr. Cumming’s 
improvement of the line with deviations was made last year.
146. The length of the whole line to Liverpool you estimate at 16 miles and some chains ? No ; it 
terminates at 16 miles and some chains from Sydney, but the whole length of the line to be constructed 
would be about 13i miles.
147. Have you any information about the line which was surveyed by Mr. Sanderson ? I believe we have 
had some in the office, but I have not seen it.
148. Tou could not say what length of construction that would involve;—about 6 miles, and that would 
give you this connection straight to Liverpool ? Tes.
149. Have you any idea of what the estimated cost of that particular portion would be ? I do not believe 
it was estimated.
150. The Department has no information on the subject ? I have not seen any.
151. Mr. O’Sullivan has asked you some questions in reference to the construction of a tram-line—do 
you think that the public convenience would be served by the construction of a line from Marrickville to 
Burwood Boad? No, I am decidedly against a tram-line. It would be 5 miles in length, and that would mean 
50 minutes travelling, apart from the railway journey, whereas if you run the trains direct out you would 
run into Sydney in half that time.
152. But if a tram-way were constructed would not the public convenience be better served, and more 
facilities afforded for the residents of that particular district, not taking into consideration the speed ? I 
do not see how they would.
153. Are there any engineering difficulties in the construction of a tram-line from Marrickville to Bur
wood ? I have not considered the question. I expect there would be some steep hills, but I have no doubt 
they could be got over. I believe there are some steep hills in Canterbury which might be trouble some.
154. Tou estimate the cost of the construction of this railway at about £19,000 per mile ? Tes.
155. What would the cost of a single tram-line be ? I daresay, making allowances for cutting down the 
roads where the gradients are too steep, it could be done for about £5,000 per mile.
156. What would be the cost of a double tram-line ? It would cost about £8,500 or £9,000 per mile.
157. A tram-line could be constructed for half the money which would be required to construct a railway ?
Tes. •
158. Would that involve any resumption of land, or would no resumption be required? It might at 
some of the corners.
159. But the resumptions would not be a large item? No.
160. In your proposed railway are there any level crossings ? Tes. It is impossible to avoid them.
161. Do you not, as a professional man, consider level crossings very objectionable in railway construction ? 
If they can be avoided they ought to be avoided.
162. Are they not objectionable on the score of danger, and also on the score of cost involved in looking 
after them? Tes, they may be objectionable on the score of danger where the road traffic is large, or 
where there is not proper supervision, but of course, proper supervision can be provided.
163. Tou are aware that the Commissioners have stated that if a line is constructed to Liverpool, they do
not anticipate more than four trains going over that particular length in one day? Tes. 164.

* Note (o» revision) :—The estimate for the Burwood section is for a single line ; that for the complete loop line to 
Liverpool is for a double line.

*
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1G4. Therefore they could have no intention of diverting the main traffic from the line for the purpose of Deane, 
easjng^the traffic on the .existing line P lieally, I do not quite understand their report in that particular. *5'*’
165. Supposing that is to be the railway policy carried out by the Commissioners, and that no portion of -iq^t '
the main traffic is to be diverted upon this particular loop-line;—do you not think the interests of the 1 or'’ ' 
public generally would be better served by the construction of a tram-line than by the construction of a 
railway-line both on the score of cost and general convenience ? No ; I do not think so. In considering 
whether this line should be made or not, I should leave out of consideration altogether the question of 
connecting with Liverpool. I believe, as a suburban line, it is a good one. I believe that tramways for 
long distances are altogether inadequate to carry the traffic.
166. This would be only 4 miles, would it not? But there is the extra distance from Marrickville into 
Sydney.
167. That is already provided for by the existing lines ? Yes ; but still there is that distance to travel 
over, and then you have to break at Marrickville, and again when you get into the tramway at Redfern.
168. Have you been over the whole of the line from Burwood Road to Liverpool ? I have not walked 
over every inch of the road.
169. But you are familiar with the proposed route P I think I may say I am.
170. Are you aware whether any surveys and subdivisions have lately been made on that particular route?
I believe they have.
171. If the line should be constructed from Marrickville direct to Liverpool at some future time, do you 
think it desirable that the Grovernment should take steps to immediately resume what land would be 
necessary, before it changes to smaller holders ? I think the Government should, if possible, get an 
undertaking from the residents along the line to give the land.
172. With regard to those who vrould not give the land free of cost to the Government—would you
recommend that any other land which was intervening should bo resumed ? Do vou mean beyond the 
Burwood Road? -
1/3. Yes; having in view the probable construction of the line to Liverpool, which you say you 
recommend ? It the Government make up their mind eventually to continue, the line to Liverpool it 
would be a very wise step to take.
174. Jfr. Cb#.] You only advocate this line as a suburban line as far as Burwood Road ? Yes.
175.. How far is Burwood Road from the Burwood station on the Western line ? The term is very mis
leading. Burwood Road is merely a local appellation. The Burwood Road in Burwood does not connect 
with the Burwood Road, which this particular proposed line of railway crosses.

How far are they apart ? It would be nearly 3 miles from Burwood Station.
177. 3. ou have expressed yourself that you are altogether against the construction of tramways for public
convenience ? I think I hardly expressed myself in that way. •
178. Would it not be possible to meet all the wants of the people upon this proposed route from St.
Peters to Burwood Road, by giving them one, two, or more lines, and connecting them with the main 
Western line ? The people who are resident at present along the line, I have no doubt, would be served 
well enough by a branch tramway from one or other of the railways, but in view' of future settlement I 
am sure that a railway would be the best and most paying thing. A much larger and better population 
would spring up where a railway is constructed, and they could get rapidly into town without changing.
1/9. Are you aware that when the tramway was constructed to Waverley it caused an enormous influx 
of people into that neighbourhood ? Yes ; but of course there are no changes, and there is not the 
distance.
180. You are aware that there is a tram from Kogarah to Lady Robinson’s Beach ? Yes ; the whole
length of the tram is only a mile. .
181. It is only 3 miles from Bridge Road to Burwood ? That is a deal of difference.
182. Then we have such a thing as a tram-feeder to the Southern line from Campbelltown to Camden, 
and the people seem to be content with it ? I expect they would like a railway if they could get it.
183. In calculating the.expense, you have only taken the actual cost of construction—£19,000 a mile— 
irrespective of resumption, which might cost as much more ? I do not think so, from what I have heard.
The land valuer would be able to give you information about that. The resumption on the railway would 
not be such a very large amount.
184. Mr. Humphery.'] Could you avoid the construction of a bridge over Cook’s River by starting a line
below instead of on the Sydney side of the present bridge ? ------
1S5. That would save £10,000 in a bridge, would it not? It would not serve the same district; it would 
be a different line altogether.
186. What is the nest station to Marrickville—St. Peters ? St. Peters is on this side of Marrickville.
187. What is the first station ? Erskineville. Tempe is on this side of Cook’s River, and Arncliffe on the 
other.
1.8S. It would not be necessary to start as low down as Arncliffe ? Yes ; you would have to start on this 
side of Arncliffe, a little beyond Cook’s River bridge on the river.
189. As a suburban line would that be suitable ? What I say is that it would not be the-same line. You 
could not look upon one as a substitute for the other.
190. Is there any particular reason for constructing the line from Marrickville to Burwood Road instead 
of from Arncliffe to Burwood Road ? There is a considerable population' at Canterbury which the present 
proposed line serves.
191. Would not the line from Arncliffe to Burwood Road serve Canterbury ? No.
192. How close to Canterbury would it go ? It would be about 1-y to 2 miles from Canterbury. In fact
it would be further off than Canterbury is from Ashfield station at the present time.
193. What would be the difference between Arncliffe and Liverpool ? About 13 miles.
194. And by the proposed route ? About the same distance. The proposed route is 13|- miles.
195. So that the route will be shorter ? I think it will be about the same, but I have not the exact
distance.

H ^ your opinion that, for a suburban line, it will be better to start as you propose from Marrick
ville, instead of from any other point ? I believe so.
197. Of course you know Marrickville is at present served by tram and railway? Yes. There is a con
sideration, which I think I should point out, with regard to the substitution of a tramway to the Burwood 

-3 Road.
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H.Deane, Boad. It could not be so well extended as a railway, Supposing it were desirable to mate o, or even 3 
4 miles of a branch tram line, it would make a Yery long tram line indeed if you wanted to carry it on, and 

to-w A -icoQ it would be obiectionable on that account. _
OY'’ '198. But treating it in regard to the subsequent extension to Liverpool? Not merely to Liverpool, but 

the subsequent extension to serve the population which may spring up between Belmore and Bankstown 
before you get to the crossing of the Greorge’s River, where a good deal of it wgood country for settlement.
199. Have you any doubt that MarrickviUe is the best starting point for this proposed line ? .No; 
Marrickville is the best, I believe.
200. Mr. O'EMivan.'] If the Dulwich Hill tramway were extended out to the Burwood Koad, the streets
or roads could be utilised, and there would therefore be no cause for resumption ? No, except at some 
sharp corners. . _ . .
201. And the same remark would apply to a tramway taken from Burwood, and running over m the
direction where the terminus would be ? Tes. ,
202. Mr. Dowel.] How many stations or stopping-places do you propose to erect between Marrickville 
and Burwood Koad ? I think that has been decided; I should say three.
203. Taking into consideration the great depth of the cuttings and the heavy embankments, would there 
be any great difficulty of access by the residents who are settled now, and who will in all probability 
settle on the land between Marrickville and Burwood Koad ? No.
201. Would it not be much more convenient for the residents of this particular district to be able to step 

1 into a tram, than to have to go some considerable distance to get to these throe stopping-places wdiich you
refer to ? I think you might look at it in this way : Supposing the present suburban line wore taken up 
and the tramway put down, would the residents like it. Gfo where you wall a railway is always preferred 

' to a tram line. Is not that a fair way of putting it ?
205. I think not. Kef erring to the question put to you by Mr. Humphery, in reference to the construc
tion of the tramway to ATaverley, do you, as a railway engineer, think the people would bo as well served 
by the construction of a railway from Waverley to Sydney as they are at present? I am sure a great 
many of the Waverley residents would prefer a railway, aud they have told me so. _
206. They would have to have a great number of stopping-places, and I do not think the public would be so 
well served as now ? A tramway serves a different purpose. A tramway has many advantages. It has 
the advantage that you can stop at any street corner, or where you like ; but you cannot stop a railway 
except at recognized stopping-places.

Joseph Graham, Esq., Mayor of Marrickville, sworn, and examined:—
J. Graham, 207. Vice-Chairman.] Tou are Mayor of Marrickville ? \res.

®S<1- 208. Have you been a resident of Marrickville for a number of years ? About twenty-six years.
209. Tou are residing there still ? I have been living there over twenty years.

19Nov., 1889, 210. Tou were there before there was a tramway or railway ? Tes ; or ’bus.
211. Now you have both railway and tramway communication? We have..
212. Are you cognizant of the route of the proposed railway from Marrickville lo Burwood Road ? Tes.
213. What is the Burwood Koad ? I am not quite certain about it. I know Chapel Koad better. .
214. That is not what used to be called the Punch Bowl Koad ? No ; I am not quite so well versed in the 
locality after leaving Canterbury. I was over the line with the late Hon. John Sutherland exclusively. 
He would not go with anyone else for the reason that I owned no land, and was not interested in it in 
any way.
215. Then you have no land beyond where you reside yourself ? None whatever.
216. Nor are you interested in land ? None whatever. .
217. Were you made aware of the different routes proposed by the authorities for the construction of the 
line from Marrickville, or from the Illawarra line to Liverpool ? There is not much until you get across 
Cook’s Kiver at Canterbury, and then there is what is known as Bell’s line, diverging in a sort of small 
circle, and another is known as Kennedy’s line, which runs in a perfect sti’aight line.
218. Population has increased very rapidly about there since your time ? Very much.
219. And there is a large population there now ? Very large.
220. The population extends towards Punch Bowl and Burwood Road ? Tes.
221. And Dulwuch Hill? Dulwich Hill has become quite a town.
222. And they have a tramway to Dulwich Hill now ? They have an extension to the upper part of
Dulwich Hill. . ■ tvt
223. Was there an agitation for a tramway service from the Ashfield station towards Druitt Town? Not 
that I am aware of. There was a hint that if a railw'ay were made to Cook’s Kiver a branch line would 
run through Croydon.
224. Is it your opinion that the population, and the traffic which would belikely to arise would be sufficient
to justify the Government in constructing this line to Burwood Road ? Most undoubtedly. _
225. Tou are aware that it is a rather expensive locality through which to construct a railway owing to 
the configuration of the earth, and the heavy nature of the country ? Tes ; until you cross Cook s River, 
but not more than the one to Hurstville, and there is a very great deal more encouragement on this line 
in the shape of population, and the suitability of the soil for settlement.
226. Is land there very valuable? Not particularly valuable. The ground is nicely undulating for
drainage purposes. It is not too abrupt, but there is plenty of fall. _
227. Is it your opinion that a railway would be necessary, or that a tramway’' would provide the
necessary means of communication for the travelling public? My idea of the trams is that they will 
never pay. The wear and tear is so great that the railway is the cheapest and most suitable, and will be the 
best for the people and the Government. Motor tramways will never pay on account of the wear and 
tear. Cable trams might pay, because there is not so much wear and tear. _
228. Tou are aware that the tramways in one sense give more accommodation than the railways—they stop
at street corners, and in many places where a railway would not ? There is no doubt of that; but judging 
from Petersham, when I knew it first, there were about two passengers to each train. Now there are 
nearer 500. .
229. Have you ever seen the tramway between Campbelltown and Camden ? I have been upon it. ^
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230.. Are you aware it is paying well ? I think it is an abortion of a thing. Like all cheap things I thiak J- Graham, 
it will never pay. * Esq.
231. But the evidence is that it is paying ? The gradients to my mind are very steep, and the wear and
tear must be very great. JNov.,1889.
232. Do you know the estimated cost of the railway from Marrickville to Burwood Boad ? I have heard it.
233. Have you heard the engineer’s estimate of the cost ? I have heard the former one, but that is some 
years ago.
234. The estimate of this single line is £19,000 a mile P I have no doubt that until it crosses Cook’s 
River, it will be very expensive.
235. And this is without compensation for land P Tes.
236. I suppose the people there are not philanthropic enough to give land for the purposes of the line ?
They are on the other side, I understand, but you could hardly expect it in Marrickville, because the 
divisions there are smaller. “
237. Do you think they would give the land if the railway were extended on towards Liverpool ? They
have offered to do so. '
238. But some of them have withdrawn their offers, I think ? That I cannot say, but I know they were
ver j' free at one time, and I don’t see any reason why they should not be free now. .
239. 'Would the terminus be nearer Ashfield or Burwood Station? I think it would be nearer Croydon.
240. How far would it be from there ? About 2% or 3 miles.
241. How far would it be from the point the tramway reaches at Dulwich Hill ? That I could hardly 
tell, I think it would be pretty well on to 5 miles.
'242. "Would it be so much ? Tes; it is over one mile from Dulwich' Hill to the Cook’s River, and I think 
it would be 3 or 3^ miles more to that part ; 1 may be mistaken.
243. Then you think, judging from the present population, and the probablity of further population 
springing up there, it would be desirable thing to construct this line ? I am almost sure of it.
244. And you wmuld be strongly in favour of a railway instead of a tramway ? Decidedly.
245. Mr O’Sullivan.'] Are jrou aware that if this line is constructed from St. Peters to Liverpool, which 
is virtually the same starting place, it will cost £349,324, without land resumption ? This is a question 
1 can hardly answer, because both ends of this line unfortunately are where the heavy expenses will be— 
over George’s and Cook’s Rivers.
246. 'Are you aware that is the estimate of the Railway Commissioners? I am not aware of the estimate.
247. Are you aware that the Commissioners estimate that the total annual cost of working it will be 
£21,346 ? No ; I am not.
248. Are you aware that the traffic estimate for the line from St. Peters to Liverpool is only £5,200 per 
annum ? No ; I am not.
249. If these figures are correct, they would show a loss of £16,140 on the annual working of the line ?
That may be : but I understood it was only to be a suburban railway.
250. I am treating this as the line from St. Peters to Liverpool, which it mav become. We bear this 
fact in view in recommending or disapproving ofthe line—I am treating it upon the estimate formed by 
the Commissioners as to the cost of the line from St. Peters to Liverpool;—are you aware it would show 
a loss of £16,140 per annum ? If the line is constructed to Liverpool it will carry the whole suburban traffic.
251. The total annual cost, as you are aware from this estimate, would be £21,346 per annum. The total 
income would be £5,200, leaving a loss of £16,146. Then we have these other losses, including the 
shortening of the route to Liverpool and places further south—£17,423, and it is estimated that traffic 
would be diverted from Petersham and Ashfield to the extent of £1,714, making a total of £19,137. If 
that be added to the £16,140 loss on the annual working, it gives you a total loss of £35,277 ?
Of course these figures are gone into by' gentlemen who know' about them, but I am speaking of the line 
going to Burwood Road or Chapel Road, and making it a suburban line—I have no doubt whatever about 
its being a financial success. The question of its going on to Liverpool is a different one, and I have 
nothing to do with that. Liverpool is provided with a good railway and ought to be satisfied.
252. Under the circumstances, and with the Railway Commissioners figures before you, do you think it 
Would be wise to recommend this line ? I should not say so to Liverpool, but as a suburban line.
253. Treating it as a suburban line, you have a tramway to Dulwich Hill ? Tes.
254. That is part of the railway to Burwood Road P Tes.
255. Asa suburban line it could only be a passenger line—do you not think passengers could be served 
materially well by a tramway line that would not cost anything like the railway, and could be worked
more cheaply? I am not engineer enough to go into that question—the undulation of the ground would .
make it very expensive to go even up and down through Canterbury.
256. Do you think, under the circumstances, we would be justified in recommending a suburban railway 
to a district that is already to be served by a tramway line P But this district would not be served by the 
present line, because it goes from half a mile to a mile from the tramway.
257. But still a portion of the district would be served ? A very small portion.
258. And the other could be served by a tramway from Burwood to the end of the Burwood Road ? In 
the meantime Canterbury would be just where it is now.
259. Supposing you take tramway on from Dulwich Hill through Canterbury to Burwood Road ? That 
would give them a better access than they have now.
260. Do you not think that would be sufficient for the people, in view of the enormous loss that must ensue 
from a railway ? I cannot say. If they went as far as the Commissioners have resolved on to Burwood 
Road, there would not be that loss. There are about 5,000 people in Marrickville alone who would use it.
261. These figures would not apply to the line to go to Burwood Road— I only apply them from St. Peters 
to Liverpool, to show the enormous loss every year, and no doubt a portion of the loss would apply to the 
line as far as Burwood Road. Bearing that in mind would we be justified in recommending that line of 
railway ? I cannot say if the Commissioners could possibly have known the populations there, and the 
probable advantages to be derived from such a fine fresh water stream as exists there. There is a 
racecourse there, and at the last races there were 8,000 people there, and they have races every fortnight.
There would be an enormous passenger traffic, and there is some of the finest brickmaking earth there 
to be had in the Colony. There would be a great deal of building also going on if the Committee 
recommended and Parliament approved of this line. .
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WED RESD AT, 20 NOVEMBER, 1889.

Jtosittt:—
The Honobable JOHN LACKEY (Vice-Chaieman.)

The 
The 
The

John Hubley, Esq.

Hon. Andeew Gaeban.
Hon* Erederick Thomas Humphery. 
Hon. William Joseph Teickett.

James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq. 
William Springthorpe Dowel, Esq 
Edward William O’Sullivan, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Marrickville to the Burwood Eoad.

The Hon. J. H. Carruthers, Esq., M.P., Minister of Public Instruction, sworn, aud examined :—
Hon. J. H. 262-3. Vice-Chairman^] You are one of the members for Canterbury, and at the present Minister of 
Carmthen), pupije Instruction ? Yes.

a*V ' * 264. The proposed railway will be in your electorate ? Yes ; entirely.
20 Nov 1889 earlJ Parfr of project you took some interest in it ? Yes ; up to the present time I have

■’ * taken interest on behalf of my constituents.
266. You know the locality very well ? Very well indeed.
267. You know the route that it is proposed to take ? Yes ; and also two or three routes which have 
been proposed in times gone by as alternative routes.
268. You are aware that originally there were two or three projects to connect Liverpool and Sydney ? Yes.
269. And that the project now before the Committee is simply a suburban railway from Marrickville to 
Burwood Eoad ? Yes.
270. Which may form in time a portion of the duplicate line to Liverpool ? A portion of what they call 
the loop-line to Liverpool.
271. Is the population pretty large about there? There is a fairly large population between Marrickville 
and Cook’s Eiver, and then when you cross the river it diminishes considerably, though it is not what you 
would call sparse.
272. Is the population sufficiently numerous to justify the Government in constructing this line? If 
you will allow me I will give an instance on which I base my experience and my evidence. I have been 
living for a considerable time on the Illawarra line. I went to live there seven or eight years ago. At 
that time at Kogarah the population was far more sparse than it is now, at even the extreme portion of this 
line, in the proportion of about one to three; that is to say, the proposed lino at its worst portion, as far as 
population is concerned, is now three times as thick as it was on the Illawarra line when I went to reside 
there. The whole traffic of that district was conducted by two omnibuses, which ran once a day, coming 
into Sydney at 8 o’clock in the morning, and going out again at 4 o’clock in the afternoon. The day the 
Illawarra line was opened they had to put on thirteen trains to accommodate the traffic, and that has 
increased up to something like thirty trains. These trains are crowded each trip sometimes by from 300 to 
500 passengers. A similar development, I anticipate, will take place in this locality, because there is no 
point of vantage the Illawarra line possesses over this portion of the country, and on that assumption I 
consider that you can form a fairly good conclusion that if the Illawarra line, as far as Hurstville, by its 
suburban traffic has justified its construction, then there is just as much data with regard to the proposed 
extension as there was with regard to that, and as there now exists.
273. You think that the extension to Burwood Eoad would receive an amount of traffic equal to that 
which is now accommodated by the suburban line towards George’s Eiver ? I think it would be almost 
as popular. It would not be quite so popular, because George’s Eiver is a holiday resort, but against 
that we have the Canterbury Park racecourse close to the terminus, which attracts large numbers of race
goers. And even admitting that it would be hardly as popular perhaps as the Illawarra line there would 
be very little distinction between the two as regards settlement. The country there is very good; it is 
held by small owners chiefly, and the tide of settlement would go there just as quickly as it did on the 
Illawarra line, and many people prefer it because there is the objection to the Illawarra line that people 
suffering from bronchial affections cannot stand the sea air. They would be removed from the sea air 
by a ridge at the back, and a great number would sooner go there than to the Illawarra line. As inducing 
settlement it would be just as popular as the Illawarra line.
274. How far would the Canterbury Park racecouse be from the proposed line ? Prom \ a mile to -J of a mile.
275. Sufficiently close for the traffic to the racecourse to go by this means ? Yes. I believe that if the 
proprietors of the racecourse were examined, they would state that they intend to lay down at their own 
expense a short branch of a i of a mile to connect with this line.
276. How far is the proposed terminus at Burwood Eoad from the southern line ? About 4 or 5 miles,
277. How far from Dulwich Hill? At one point the line would be about J of a mile from the nearest 
point of the Dulwich Hill tram-way, but it immediately diverges at an obtuse angle.
278. Mr. Trickett.] Do you regard this line from Marrickville to Burwood Eoad as desirable in itself, 
or desirable only as a part of a projected line to Liverpool ? I think in itself. It would be a wonderfully 
good paying line. If you look at the paying capacity of the other suburban lines you will find that it 
affords a great argument for this as a suburban line. It would be very largely patronised as a suburban 
line, because the country through which it is to go is good.
279. Can you mention any centres of population at the present time which the line would serve ? At 
Canterbury itself there is a large centre of population. I was there about four months ago at the open
ing of the new Town Hall. I gave permission for the school children in the Canterbury municipality to 
attend the ceremony, and we had 1,100 scholars in the building on that day. These children represented 
the children of parents who resided in the immediate vicinityof the line at Canterbury.
280. How are these people situated at the present time with regard to access to Sydney ? They have 
five omnibuses I think.
281. No other means of conveyance ? No.
282. How far are they from the nearest railway station ? Most of them are from 3 to 5 miles. This 
line is almost equi-distant between the Illawarra line and the western line. The Illawarra line is about 
5 miles and the western line is about the same distance, it may be more or less at different points, but 
that is the general average distance. The Dulwich Hill tram-way is about f of a mile from the nearest
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point, but that is just near the Illawarra line itself, and then the tram-way runs away from this line and J. H. 
does not meet the traffic at all which the railway will meet. The tram-way, if it robs any line of traffic, ^,rru^eis’ 
robs the western line. J > Esq.,M.P.
283. AVould any other places be served by the railway ? Moorefields, which lies between the Canterbury 20 Nov' 1889. 
Eoad and the Illawarra line. It is rather closer to the Illawarra lino than to the Canterbury Eoad, but '
it is prevented from getting access to the Illawarra line by what is known as the Woolli Creek where a 
deep, gully renders it impossible to construct roads or bridges with the limited means at the disposal of the 
municipality. The people all take their produce to market, and otherwise do their business through 
Canterbury which will always be the centre of traffic for them. At Moorefields there is a considerable 
old settled population.
28-1. Have you any idea of the number ? The attendance at the Public School there is fairly consider- ‘ 
able,., I cannot say .what the population is ; but I should think that at Moorefields there are 200 or 300 
families who are chiefly engaged in orchards, market gardens, small farms, and the general work of the 
neighbourhood.
285. Are there any other places ? Then there is Belmore, which is a little distance beyond the terminus.
I suppose Belmore church, which may be taken as the centre, is about a mile beyond the terminus. There 
is a fairly good settlement there. It is scattered—consisting chiefly of farmers and settlers. Towards 
Canterbury again, in the lower parts of Enfield, there is settlement of a tolerable extent; but at Marrickville 
itself the portion of Marrickville lying towards Cook’s Eiver, called Undercliff—there is a good large 
population, extending from Undercliff to Canterbury. It is in the Municipality of Marrickville, though 
it is really part of the Canterbury district. That is the most thickly-settled portion of the whole of the 
line, and it is chiefly held by allotment holders. I think there is hardly one large landed proprietor in 
the whole distance. The settlement there is no doubt larger than on the northern line at Eyde or 
Hornsby, or any of those places, aud as large as the settlement at the present time between Homebush ' 
and Burwood.
286. Is not Marrickville already served by a tram-way ? Not that portion of Marrickville, because they 
are two or three miles from any tram service.
287. Could not the tram-way be extended to these suburbs easily ? Tou could extend the tram-way there ;
but the tram-way running through Marrickville at the present time is paying very well. The cost of 
working a tram-way is very great, and the inconvenience of a tram service to the people is very great. I 
look on a tram-way as only a make-shift for meeting the convenience of the people. ”
288. How long does the train take to run from IHarrickville in to Sydney ? It runs in in ten or eleven
minutes. 1
289. How longdoesthetram-waytaketorunfrom the present Marrickville terminus into Sydney? Between 
thirty and forty-five minutes, and sometimes an hour'.
290. Then if the tram-line were extended to Undefcliff it would take people an hour to get into Sydnev
by tram ? It would take from three-quarters of an hour to an hour. ^
291. Whereas by train it could bo done in about twenty minutes ? By train it takes twenty minutes : it 
takes ten minutes to Eedfern, two minutes for shifting, and eight minutes from the railway station to 
Kmg-st.
292. Tou have not mentioned Bankstown ? That is another suburb, it is beyond the terminus. As 
Belmore lies to the eastern side, so Bankstown lies to the western side. It is also an old settled place ; 
but it has not made much progress.
293. Why ? There have been no means of communication.
294. Can you mention any other established places ? There is part of what they call Peakhurst. The 
western portion of Peakhurst would bexonvenienced somewhat by the extension ofthe railway to Burwood 
Eoad. It -would bring the people of that, place within 3 miles of railway communication, whereas they 
are now 8 or 9 miles away. Then there is settlement at a place called Beaconsfield. It is only of recent 
origin; but the people would be brought within 5 miles of the railway, whereas they are now something 
like 15 miles away. These places would all be convenienced by the extension of the line to Liverpool. It 
would bring them within a mile or 2 miles of the line.
294a- This line has been referred to in former evidence as the “ staked line”—do youknow it by that term P 
Tes. It is what they call the “ lock-spitted” line.
295. There is a surveyed line to the north as well as to the south of that line ? Tes.
296. And it is the middle line we are referring to now? Tes.

Vi th® hest of the three surveyed lines ? I have long since made up my mind to
abide by the decision of the Department, and I have come to the conclusion that this is the best. The 
line which is lock-spitted is one which the people have brought themselves to be satisfied with. It has got 
nd ol all agitation. The people have accepted it as a fair compromise, and no reason has been offered 
against its adoption. I think it is one which most fairly meets with the requirements of the public. I 
have some land about 3 miles beyond its terminus. The line to the south-east passes through my property 
so that it would be to my personal interest to have that line constructed. But although the lock-spitted 
line is a couple of miles away from my property, and will not benefit me to any appreciable extent, still, 
in the interests of the whole of the people, and for the sake of getting a line running through the centres 
of population, and running through good land for engineering puroses, I think it is the best and most 
direct.
298. Tou think it will serve the places you have mentioned best? It would not serve Belmore so well.
299. But taking them altogether ? It would serve Belmore fairly well. It would serve Bankstown very 
well, but nobody could really grumble at that line. It is a fair direct line without favouring anybody. It 
is the best engineering line that could be proposed.
300. The line marked blue on the map is the line now under consideration? Tes.
301. That is the line which you think would serve all parties best ? Tes.
302. I see'that on the 15th July, 18.87, you introduced a deputation to the Minister, with regard to what 
was then called the Liverpool loop-line, and in the precis which is laid before the Committee these words 
occur, Mr. Carruthers intimated that he was getting an undertaking, giving the land free si°-ned bv 
nearly every owner on the route.” Did you succeed in that effort? I got the undertaking, and 
handed it m. It is m the records of the Public Works Office. It was pointed out that you 
sould not ask an allotment holder to give up all his land, and the country from Marrickville

to
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Hon. J. H. -to Cook’s River is chiefly held by allotment holders. One proprietor of some few acres—Mr.
Es^MP* Moyes—signed to give his land without any hesitation. I believe he is a very liberal, generous 

s<*‘’ ' ' man ; he is an old resident, and not a land speculator, and would, I believe, give his land freely.
When we crossed Cook’s River we got the land, except in two cases—one being the case of 

0T'’ ' a trust estate, where it was difficult to get the trustees to sign, as they were scattered over the world ; and
the other being the case of an old individual, who, try whatever persuasion you liked, could not see that it 
was a good thing to give his land when other people had been paid for theirs. You could not shift him 
from that determination, but the Public Works Act meets his case, because the railway would so improve 
his property that he would get no compensation. It was signed by nearly every owner on the route.

. 303. Those are the only exceptions you have mentioned ? They are the only important exceptions.
304. Most of the others signed P Yes.
305. Was that right up to Liverpool? I believe it is right into Liverpool. The last estate, Moorebank, 
then owned by the Bishop of Sydney, is now sold I believe, but the owners of that estate made some 
provision for this line too. There was Mr. Rorester’s estate, where the racecourse is, and he also made 
provision for the line.
306. I understand that between Marrickville and Burwood Road there are a good many persons whose 
consents you have obtained ? No, they are nearly all allotment holders, but the larger proprietors gave 
their land. I think they would give it to-morrow. I know that Mr. Tidswell, who owns the sugar-mills, 
will give his land. I believe that all who own to any considerable extent will give their land.
307. You believe that all the large land-holders between Marrickville and Burwood Road will give their 
land free ? I am sure of it.
308. I asked the question because one of the Departmental officers said he thought the offer only applied 
in case the line were taken right on to Liverpool; but as far as you can ascertain the feelings of people, 
you think they wmuld give their land free if the line were made only to the Burwood Road ? The people 
protected themselves as far as they could by making the offer conditional on the line being constructed 
or commenced to be constructed within a couple of years. They did not like to permanently encumber 
their property with conditions which might interfere with them in selling it hereafter. You will find the 
same spirit pervading the people now. They recognise the great convenience and the great value to them
selves of having railway communication, and if they can fairly give the land they will do so.
309. Have you considered this proposal in connection with its possible extension to Liverpool ? Yes.
310. What are your views on that head ? My views on that head differ entirely from the views of the 
Railway Commissioners, because I believe that a saving of 5 miles in construction will be an immense gain 
to all the people who travel along the southern line to Sydney. It will- remove the congestion on the 
present western line. It must remove that congestion very materially—-just as much as the quadrupling 
of the line, because it will make four lines on which to run the traffic, it will also diminish the working 
expenses by having 5 miles less to run the rolling stock. It will bring larger settlement in the neighbour
hood of Liverpool and all that country by making it 13 instead of 18 miles from Sydney, and the 
increasing of settlement will increase the local traffic from Liverpool to Sydney. At Liverpool there is the 
Warwick Farm racecourse, which is now patronised bya considerable number of people, but which wouldbe 
patronised by a much larger number if it were brought 5 miles nearer to Sydney. As it is now, they are 
continually blocked coming from the racecourse. There is not half the patronage now that there would 
be if the line were constructed. There is also the racecourse at Canterbury Park. Altogether I think 
as an alternative line, saving passengers from the southern districts 5 miles travelling and leaving them an 
unimpeded traffic, it must be profitable, economical, and convenient. It has been saddled with the 
expense of some bridges across George’s River. You have to cross the river twice. The expense 
charged for the bridges has been most exorbitant and extravagant compared with the actual outlay 
incurred in constructing bridges for railways elsewhere. The bridge over George’s River at Como cost 
something like £70,000 or £80,000. You will find that the estimate for the bridges over this neck of 
land is very large and very extravagant.
311. The railway from Marrickville to Burwood Road is estimated to cost £90,250. Having regard to the
traffic which you anticipate will take place, do you think it would pay interest and working expenses on that 
outlay within a reasonable time ? I think so. The Illawarra line, which had to hear the cost of bridges 
and overcome engineering difficulties, and which was diverted out of its true course, in order to run 
through the properties of some Members of Parliament, and other land jobbers like them, paid in its first 
year, and according to Mr. Goodchap’s estimates which have been adopted, it paid in the second or third 
year between 6 and 7 per cent, i It was constructed through country which was a howling wilderness 
compared with the country throt^h which this line will go. The suburban line to Granville has been 
paying working expenses and good interest too, and this line will pay the same within a year or two. 
There is another route which has been suggested. An alternative line from Arncliffe has been advocated 
by Mr. Myles M‘Rae. It would perhaps save a bridge over Cook’s River. It would run through property 
of mine; it would benefit me to the extent of £20,000 or £30,000, hut it is not a line which ought to be 
considered or constructed, because it will not meet the requirements of suburban traffic. It will leave all 
the suburban traffic. It will go through country which is not fit for suburban population on account of 
its broken nature, and it will by no means make any saving of distance between Sydney and Liverpool. I 
mention the matter, because in the discussion in the House Mr. M‘Rae advocated the adoption of the 
route, and it may be that the Committee will have evidence offered by the larger land-holders there, but I 
unhesitatingly condemn it as being a proposal which can in no way be brought into consideration with this 
line. I may say that I have no land which may he benefited by this proposal, and that the part of the 
line which the Cabinet rejected—its further extension to Liverpool—does not go nearer than a mile or 2 
miles of my property. That is the only portion which could benefit me in any way. It will not benefit 
me largely by adopting this route. Despite that fact, I say it is the best route which could he got to suit 
the convenience of the people, and to adequately recompense the Government which undertook its 
construction. .
312. Dr. Q-arrcm.'] You have spoken of the expensiveness of these two bridges do you think it would 
be wise to avoid that by taking the more northern of these three lines ? No ; I think it would he penny 
wise and pound foolish. It is better to go by that straight line and avoid the distance, and convenience 
the traffic, even by a little more outlay than to go winding round. The expense could be very considerably 
reduced in the extravagant estimate which has been formed.
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313. You think the superiority of the middle line is such as to he worth the extra expense of the two H.
bridgesP I do. eT^Mp’
314. Docs the middle line run through land suitable for suburban residential purposes ? Almost every
bit of it. The only part that is at all low is a very little portion of Canterbury, which is already settled. 20 Nov 1889, 
The village of Canterbury though it is low, is already settled. The other part which is a little bit low is at ’
the banks of George’s Diver, and it is settled by people who go in for farming. Otherwise the whole ' 
of the land is beautifully situated for residential settlement. There is Dr. Tucker’s model farm, which 
consists of beautiful rich soil going up to the summit of a hill, with splendid views all round. The rest of 
the country is all similar to that—good elevated land, well drained, and in good positions.
315. Is not a good deal of St-. Peters and Canterbury rather low? Por about 300 yards—only the 
Marrickville flats.
316. All the rest is good residential land ? Yes.
317. Do you think this line goes far enough to give a full and fair development to this fresh locality—it
is rather a short line ? It is rather a short line. My own opinion is that the line ought to go on to 
Liverpool. •
318. You have given us a reference to the line to George’s River, the line to Hurstville is much longer 
than this line is to be—it gave much greater scope for settlement ? Hurstville is 9 miles from Sydney,
Burwood Road will be 8 miles.
319. You would not recommend that it should go further on—say to Baukstown, as a fair test of the 
district ? No ; I think that if you were to take it further on without taking it to Liverpool, you would 
saddle it with an unremunerative portion.
320. You think we go as far as we ought to go as an experiment? Yes.
321. You think that this extension of about 4 miles wall be a fair test of the capabilities of the district ?
Yes. .
322. You are willing to test the chances of its extension to Liverpool by that length ? I am certain of 
the result of that piece.
323. You have knoivn the district -west of Sydney for some years ? All my life.
324. You have seen the gradual growth of population along the ’Western line? Yes.
325. Do you think there is an increasing demand for land on that side of Sydney ? The land all round 
has got above its value, and that has stopped the increasing demand. I do not believe that this railway 
will raise the value of land along the route one penny, for the simple reason that it has already been 
forced above its value.
326. You think the value of land has been already discounted ? The improvement has been already 
discounted.
327. The utmost the railway can do, will be to bring the land into use ? Yes.
328. And people will be willing to sell at present prices without asking for anything more ? Yes. It is 
owned to a very large extent by allotment holders. I have heard the line spoken of as a land speculators’ 
lino, but the whole of the estates through which it passes were subdivided long ago. The present holders 
are persons who cannot speculate with their allotments, they will go and reside on them.
329. There are already a very large number of landholders to he accommodated ? Yes.
330. It will not depend on merely one or two owners ? Not to that point. Rurther on the land is 
locked up in the hands of people who own from 5 to 10 and 30 acres.
331. That is a very good reason for stopping at that point for the present ? Ido not know about that.
There is no prospect of settlement along there, unless they choose to sell their land for settlement.
332. If you had the control over the railway policy of the country would you go right through to Liverpool
at once ? I would, in the interests of the southern traffic, and of the western traffic. -
333. You think that this extension of 4 miles will, of necessity, drag the full line with it some day or other ?
It is bound to do so.
334. Looking at the fact that-the line to Hurstville has already given accommodation to a large suburban 
population, do you think it is reasonable to expect an equally rapid development on this line? Oh, yes ; 
just as quickly. The development going on at Hurtsville and at other places is greater to-day than it 
ever vras. Almost every day, as I walk from my house up to the station, I see the foundation of a new 
residence being put in. A few days before' the railway station was opened, I lost myself in the bush 
within 400 yards of the station, but now the whole of the place is built upon. There are churches, 
schools, public balls, rows of shops, and streets in every direction, all showing the wonderful development 
which is going on.
335. Looking at the rapid growth of Sydney, and comparing it with that of Melbourne, and seeing the 
very successful development of suburban railway traffic there, do you think that we, as a country, can go 
wrong in our policy by multiplying our suburban lines ? I do not think we can. I think we have gone 
very wrong in the other direction. On one side of Sydney, the south-east, the whole of the extension of 
the city is blocked. We have 4,000 acres of Church and School lands which are, as it were, locked up 
against the people. The Randwick racecourse, the Centennial Park, the Quarantine reserve, the reserve 
on which the Little Bay Hospital is situated, and all that part of the country should be opened for settle
ment ; but it is locked up against settlement, and will be so far a few years to come. Where is the exten
sion of the city to go ? The extension is to go out to the Illawarra line, and between there and the 
Western line. If you go to the north it is almost blocked by the waterway. It is blocked except at one 
or two points, and this is one of the points where there is an outlet for the development of the city.
336. You think we have done rather too little than too much in the way of suburban railways ? Too 
little. I think they have rescued our railways from financial ruin. Our suburban railways have paid us 
so handsomely that they have brought the returns for the whole of the railways up to a reasonable figure.
But if you took array the returns from the suburban lines they would not pay 1 per cent. I hazard that 
opinion, and if jt is looked into it will be found to he correct.
337. You think the best rail-way speculation is to increase the suburban railways ? Most decidedly. I 
think it is a boon to the working classes. At the present time they are tossed and turned about in 
every direction by the re-building of the city. The Railway Commissioners are offering them facilities 
to travel on cheap workman’s tickets, and every morning along the suburban lines, at 5 or 6 o’clock, you 
will see workmen hustled and jostled together in crowded cars. The Department cannot find standing 
room for them in the trains.
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Hon. J. H. 338 You are quite clear that we are not over-supplied with suburban railways ? We are under-supplied. 
^arrUMep’ 339. You think this line is a fair experiment on that ground alone ? Yes.
Esq., p. 340. Mr. O’Sullivan^ Will you please point out on the map the position of Belmore, Undercliff, War- 

20NovTl880. wick Farm, and Peakhurst ? Belmore lies at about the miles peg, and to the south of the proposed 
’’ line; Undercliif lies close up to Cook’s Biver. _

■c- 341. The proposed line would run through Undereliff ? Yes. Peakhurst abuts on Belmore ; it lies in a
southerly direction. Whrwick Farm is between the 15-mile and the 16-mile peg. It is about 11 mile 
from Liverpool.
342. You said the proposed line is equi-distant between the line, to the western suburbs and the Illawarra
line ? Yes. _ _
343. And that the district has a tramway running to Dulwich Hill? Yes.
344. And another tramway running to Marrickville ? It is the same tramway.
345. They are served by tram as well as by train ? Yes.
346. Do you not think the people in that region are pretty well served ? The tramway does not servo 
more than twenty or thirty individuals who will be served by this railway. The tramway runs within half 
a mile of the Illawarra line for three-quarters of a mile, and then it suddenly turns round and goes in a 
southerly direction. The tram to Dulwich Hill branches off at a right angle in a southerly direction, and 
the proposed railway branches off the Illawarra line at an obtuse angle.
347. Does not the tramway to Marrickville compete with the railway for passenger traffic ? It must 
compete with it. People do not care about travelling by tram when they can travel by train in a third of 
the time. Although there is that competition the tramway pays 8 per cent, to Marrickville, and the rail
way is paying the same.
348. The trams run more often than the trains ? Ho ; about the same. _
349. Would not the Dulwich Hill tram compote to a considerable extent with this proposed lino ? I do 
not believe it would.
350. You admit that there is competition now between the Marrickville tram and the Marrickville railway ? 
The tramway already competes with the Illawarra line, but it will not compete with a line which every yard 
it goes gets farther away from it.
351. It competes so much so that it pays 8 per cent. ? It does not pay 8 per cent, simply on account of
the traffic which comes from the portion which competes, because that portion runs along what they call 
the Marrickville flats, where there is no population to speak of, and where there will never bo any popu
lation to speak of. It is not fit for human population. _ _
352. Are you under the impression that the line, if carried out, will not compete at all with the Dulwich 
Hill tramway? Not to the extent of a penny. It will rather add to the traffic on the Duhvich Hill 
tramway, because it will induce settlement, and those people, if they happen to miss a train, or want to 
go to Newdown or Enmoro, will walk a mile or so and catch the tram. It will improve the traffic on the 
tramway.
353. Do you think it wise to run two lines just for the people who may happen to be a minute or two late?
Oh, no; I do not think it is. _ _
354. Can the district carry two state passenger lines, one being a tram line and the other a railway ? Yes ; 
but there are not two lines, one a trarmvay and the other a railway, because these happen to come to one point 
within three-quarters of a mile of each other, and then they run along getting a.distance 2 or 3 miles 
apart. The Dulwich Hill tram is only three-quarters of a mile in extent, and every inch of that line runs 
at an obtuse angle from the proposed lino.
355. Suppose you were to extend the tram lino to Burwood Hoad, would not that serve the passenger
traffic ? No ; because the largo and thick population at Undercliff, who are now 3 miles away from a rail
way or tramway, would still bo left out in the cold. There is a large traffic there which is absolutely lost 
to the railway now. _
356. These people left out in the cold could bo brought in by tram as well as by train ? No ; the exten
sion to Dulwich Hill does not go in that direction at all.
357. A tramway could be taken in that direction as well as a railway ? No. If you were to run a branch 
down there you w-ould have to put on a separate locomotive and have all the expense of a branch line 
instead of an extension.
358. You know that the tramway serves Paddington, Woollahra, Waverley, and Bondi, whore, I suppose 
there are five times as many people as would possibly be served by this railway ? Yes. If you were to 
put a railway there you would find it would give five times as much profit as the tramway gives.
359. Up to the present time the tramway has been a very great boon to those districts, and, undoubtedly
it has helped a good deal to take people out there ? I do not know what the opinion of the people is, but 
my opinion is that it has been a curse to the community. I had my mother killed with one of them, and 
perhaps.that is the reason I have such a horror of them. _
360. How will the proposed line serve the Warwick Farm racecourse ? It will not serve it at all.
301. You mentioned the racecourse as being a likely source of traffic? Not to this line, but to an 
extension to Liverpool.
362. Canterbury Park at present is served from Petersham ? No. It is not served at all. People go to 
Ashfield and there they have to take the omnibus, but the omnibus people charge them a shilling or 
Is. 6d. to carry them a distance of 2 or 3 miles. The omnibus traffic is totally inadequate to meet the 
requirements of visitors to the racecourse.
363. How many people do you think will be served by this line if it is carried out ? Taking in Peakhurst 
and Belmore I should say from 15,000 to 20,000 persons.
361. Settled there already or to be settled there ? Taking in Marrickville, I think there must be from
15,000 to 20,000 people.
365. It is hardly fair to take in Marrickville, considering that it is already served by a railway as well as 
by a tramway? lam sure there are fully 10,000 persons living near the Undereliff section of the line. 
You can have no conception of the population in this part of Marrickville. It is thickly populated.
366. Mr. HumpheryThe extension of the tramway from Marrickville to Undereliff would simply be a 
branch ; going down the hill past the old Warren lodge ? Yes.
367. The construction of this railway would be a; least a mile or a mile and a half from the present tram
station ? Yes. ............ ' '

368.
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368. You expressed the opinion that the line should be continued to Liverpool ? Most decidedly,
369. Before arriving at that opinion had you seen the report that the construction of that line would m p'
involve the country in an annual loss of £35,000? Not before I arrived at that opinion. I arrived at ■
my opinion as the result of a long conference with Mr. Goodchap, who was the founder of this line, as 20Nov.,1889. 
well as the founder of the proposed line. lie showed me the profit and the saving to the department;
and, seeing the country to be opened, and taking it for granted that his estimate was correct, 1 formed a ^
favourable opinion. That opinion vras very much shaken afterwards when I saw Mr. Whitton’s estimate of 
the cost, and subsequently when the railway Commissioners formed their estimate of loss. But I have 
analysed the question since, and I have come to the conclusion that the Commissioners and their officers -
have not given credit for the wonderful expansion which always takes place in suburban traffic where a new 
suburb is opened up, if it is fit for suburban settlement. I do not think their estimate is one to which I ^ 
should give any weight ai all. The estimate of loss is I think an estimate of exaggeration.
370. Would you regard the suburban traffic as extending beyond the point to which it is proposed to
carry the railway ? It might be a mile further. ’ •
371.. Having in view the fact that we shall have passed through the suburban area, do you not think the Com
missioners are quite justified in recommending that the line should not be carried through to Liverpool ?
I think it would be right to recommend it right through, though not for suburban traffic.
372. Would not all the suburban traffic be secured by making the extension to Burwood Bead, a distance 
of 8 miles ? Yes ; I think you would secure all the suburban traffic which would pay at present. It 
may go a mile further, but that mile would not be a remunerative portion of the line.
373. What advantage would it be in that case to extend the railway to Liverpool, the cost of extension
appearing to be about £19,000 a mile, and the Commissioners being of opinion that it would entail an 
annual loss of about £35,000 ? I should not like to say what I would do in the face of that evidence ; I 
should analyse the evidence, and I fancy there would be sufficient adduced to show me that it is not a 
fair estimate at all. .
374. Would not the whole of Kingsgrove be served by the proposed line ? Yes ; I call it Moorefields ; 
they adjoin one another.
375. .You spoke of Dr. Tucker’s farm,—would not that be quite a mile or a mile and a half beyond the 
terminus ? It would be a mile away, but the line would bring the farm into settlement. The people 
would be only a mile away from the terminus, which is not an excessive distance to walk.
376. Mr. Tonkin.] You seem perfectly satisfied in your own mind that if this line is constructed it will 
bo a payable one ? Yes.
377. Are you so satisfied that you would be inclined yourself to form one of a syndicate to construct the 
line as a private line if you had permission from the Government ? I think you would get fifty syndicates 
formed, and the money taken up ; and I would go in for any one of them, if it were consistent with my 
position to do so.
378. These gentlemen you speak about forming syndicates are commercial men of common sense, who 
know perfectly well they would have a good return for their investment ? Yes.
379. There is-not a shadow of a doubt about it ? No; the people have asked over and over again for 
permission to do it.
380. The men who would form the syndicate are not men interested in land about there, but would go 
merely for the construction of this line for the purpose of a revenue return from it? I do not know of 
any syndicates of that character, but I am sure you could get proposals from people to construct the line 
merely in view of the return it would give them, without any concern as to land at all.
381. You are satisfied about that? Yes. ' ■
382. You have been led to believe that these two railway bridges were to cost something like £100,000 ?
It is a very large sum.
383. Allow me to tell you that the price is £35,000 for the two ; and taking that into consideration, and 
that by the deviation to avoid these bridges it would make a mile difference in the length of the line, 
which would cost £19,000 more under those circumstances would you advocate the deviation instead of 
going across the rivers ? No, I would not. I would go across the rivers and get the straight line, 
because if you go round you at once lengthen the line, which is to bo avoided.
384. There would be only £16,000 difference in the cost of going direct across the bridges and going 
round ;—you think it would be preferable to go direct and save the mile ? Decidedly.
385. You have been asked questions about the Dulwich Hill tramway. In the event of that tramway 
being extended to the Burwood Road, would that serve the people in the district which the construction 
of this line would serve? No, it would not serve the people at all, because it goes a different route; it 
goes along a route where settlement is to a great extent avoided. You would have to go along the whole 
of the Canterbury Road, and the settlement there is not nearly so great as cutting along by Cook’s River 
and Undereliff ; and further than that—the cost of the tramway along a road is a large thing. Directly the 
track goes on the road the municipalities refuse to spend money to keep it in repair, and the Government 
has to do it.
386. Then you think it is no use suggesting a tramway in lieu of this railway ? No, I do not think it 
would be a matter of public economy to do so. A tramway costs far more to maintain; its working 
expenses are greater, and the public are never convenienced.
387. And they would not be served as they would by a railway ? No.
388. If this tramway were constructed to Burwood Road, would that serve the Canterbury Park race 
club ? Of course if the tramway went there it would be good to them ; but it would not serve them any
thing like a railway. You will recognise that you will have to take 8,000 or 10,000 people to the race
course, and these people on a race-day would impede the whole of the traffic of the city on the trams.
389. Are there any large centres of population through which the tramway would not pass, and which the 
railway would pass? Between the terminus of the Dulwich Hill tramway and down to Canterbury 
there is a large quantity of open fields and lands, and that would be the route the tramway would
have to take along the main road. You would not serve anything like the population the railway would '
serve except when you got to Canterbury itself. It would serve the people there in the same way as a 
railway in that particular spot.
390. Mr. Dowel.] Has there been any expression of opinion, by public meeting or otherwise, in reference 
to this particular line and the rival routes ? There have been several opinions with regard to these pro
posed routes, and at every meeting for the last few years the agreement has been arrived at by the people
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Hon. J. H. that whatever route the Grovernment engineer, acting impartially in the best interests of the G-overnment, 
Esq^M p’ s^ou^ decide upon, that should be loyally accepted by the people, and that has never been, to my inow- 

ledge, departed from. _
20Nov., 1889. 391. Having a large knowledge of this particular district through which these rival routes pass, are you

of opinion that the one selected by the Government engineers is the best ? I believe it is.
392. Are you aware that upon this particular route there are very deep cuttings and heavy embank
ments ? There is bound to be when you have to go through a country broken up by two rivers; but 
there is nothing very great. _ '
393. Xou do not think these deep cuttings and heavy embankments would be any difficulty to people
having access to the railway station or stopping places ? I do not think that the cuttings and embank
ments will be any larger, if as large, as on the Illawarra line. _
394. Some of them are 30 feet deep ? The same thing occurs elsewhere, and they have never impeded
the access to and from stations at all. _ _
395. Are you aware of the number of blocks of land which would have to be resumed for this particular 
portion ? I am not.
39C. There being 155—do you anticipate any difficulty about the cost of resumption? The allotment 
owners could not be asked to give up their land. They are bound to claim compensation.
397. But do you anticipate any large amount which would have to be paid in consequence of such a large 
number of persons having land? There would have to be a fairly large amount.
393. Are there many empty houses in the locality to which we are referring ? There are a good many 
empty houses just about Marrickville Station, but they are empty on account of the mudflats. The low- 
lying land is constantly being flooded. Two hours of rain floods the land. But that is the only part where 
there is any number of empty houses. •
399. But upon the proposed route ? There is nothing to speak of at all. __
400. And you are strongly of opinion that settlement would take place, and a large number of houses 
would be erected if the lino were constructed ? Decidedly.
401. Are you aware that the Commissioners, in their report, have stated that if this line were constructed
to Liverpool there would only be about four trains per day running on the line to relieve the parent line ? 
I was not aware of that. _ _
402. I ask this question, because you said that if the line was constructed to Liverpool, it would be the 
means of relieving the parent line of traffic ? Yes, so it would.
403. In spite of what the Commissioners say ? If they like they can only run four trains a day. They 
could run one if they liked, and if they liked to relieve the parent line, and save five miles in the journey 
they could run twenty.
404. This is what the Commissioners say:— _ _

“ The theory which has been put forth, that the construction of this line would avoid the necessity 
“ for increasing the carrying capacity of the existing line from Liverpool to Sydney, should not have 
“ any weight in the consideration of the question, as the construction of the line would only relieve 
“ the parent liue to the extent of about four trains per day in each direction.”

Do you think that statement is correct ? I would not like to say it is correct or incorrect, but I say that 
any reasonable man would, if asked his opinion at the end of the journey, say he ought to have gone the 
shorter line. It is a monstrous thing to imagine they will run twenty trains a distance over 5 miles 
longer than they ought to, in order to get to their journey’s end. It stands to reason they would send 
them the shorter distance.
405. Then you are clearly convinced that that is the best liue that can be constructed, and you think that 
it would pay a short time after construction ? Yes.

Joseph Graham, Esq., Mayor of Marrickville, sworn, and further examined,—
Graham, 400. Mr. O'Sullivan.'} I referred you yesterday to the report by the Commissioners on the line from St. 
Esq. Peters to Liverpool, and gave you a copy of the same. Have you read that report ? I have not. I

■"-A---- - attended a meeting last night until 11-30. I do not think that report was the question before you.
Nov.,1889. 407_ in the absence of that report it might be as well for you to make any statement you like about the 

matter ? I do not know that I can throw any further light upon it. As the Committee are 
intending to have a look at the place it would be better perhaps to say something afterwards. I would 
like to point out to you personally the advantages which might arise for making this short suburban 
railway.
408. Would you prefer to do it after we have visited the place ? Yes. _
409. Vice-Chairman.} I think you said yesterday you were fully impressed with the necessity of con
structing the railway to Burwood Road, and you thought the population there would be large enough to 
warrant the construction of these suburban railways ? I did. _ _
410. And you adhere to that principal that the railway is the proper means of communication ? _ I do_.
411. Do you think it would meet the requirements of any portion of a suburban population which might
grow up further on, say towards Baukstown? Certainly. _
412. How far would the terminus from Burwood Road be from Baukstown ? About 4 miles.
413. You know the country about Baukstown? Only superficially. _ _
414. There is some good whinstone land on the north side of the river ? All round there is capital land
for cultivation and building. _ _
415. And it suffers very much from want of communication ? It is not further forward than it was 60
years ago. There is only one ’bus, and that is an apology for communication. . _
416. You feel sure that the present railway system on the western line and on the Illawarra line is not
sufficient to give accommod ation to the population about the Burwood Road ? Certainly not. The distance 
is very great. I am sure when you go there you will be impressed with the fertility of the soil, and the 
suitability of the district for residences, garden purposes, and brick-making. _
417. Mr. Trickett.} Can you tell us the names of the present centres of population which would be 
served by this proposed railway from Marrickville to Burwood Road ? It would be the southern portion 
of the borough of Marrickville, and the portion known as Undercliffe. Then there is Canterbury. Then 
Croydon -would be partly served, together with Belmore, and Baukstown and many of these places.



531

418. "Would King’s Road be served ? That line is more towards Hurstville, which is a sort of equi- ^ Gjhahairv
distance. Moorefield is about the same, and lies further on than the railway is contemplated. sl5'
419. "What do you think would be the present population served by this railway? I could give you a o/tsT-*-Toon-
rough idea of Marrickville. . . 20 1889
420. I mean all the places you have named ? I could hardly find' the total. If I were to meet you again
after visiting the place I could hunt up the information, and give it to you.
421. Mr. Hurley.\ The question has often been raised as to the probable payable nature, of this line as a 
national investment ? Yes.
422. Has it always been looked upon by the majority as a good investment on the part of the country ?
It has always been looked upon as becoming one of the best payable lines; but there are a good many 
people beyond the river who would like to have it near their own door. I think now, however, they are 
pretty unanimous in saying the Government should make the line. They have been eight years trying 
for it.
423. Have you had a vote in your Council in regard to it? No; it has been more of a combination.
Marrickville is partly interested in it, Canterbury also, and Belmore. We have been helping them all.
We have the Marrickville and Petersham railway, and also the tram, so that we are pretty well provided 
for. It will accommodate a portion of the southern side of Marrickville and Undereliff. Canterbury has 
no communication short of If mile from Ashfield station.
424. Has there been any antagonism to the project? No; excepting diversity of opinion as to where 
the line should go.
425. Has the matter been raised in regard to the land being given free for the construction of the line ?
I understand that where the land is in blocks it would be given free. There have been many subdivisions 
right through to Canterbury.
426. You do not think the people will recede from the proposals made? I have no knowledge that they 
would, because if they do not get the railway the land is of very little value, comparatively speaking. The 
railway would open up one of the finest suburbs, and when you see the district you will express yourselves 
highly pleased with the surroundings and the advantages which will accrue to the Government as well as 
the people from the construction of a railway.
427. Do you know whether any of the proposed lines pass through any properties belonging to Members 
of Parliament ? I do not know.
428. Not to your knowledge ? None whatever to my knowledge.
429. Mr. I)owel.~\ Have you any knowledge of the rival routes ? I know some of them.
430. Are you of opinion that the people will be best served by the construction of the line coloured blue
ou the plan? I hardly know how to answer that. A large number of people are living on that line, and 
the Government having selected it, they say that, as they cannot get all they want, they must take what 
they can get. ' "
431. From your knowledge of the district, do you think the interest of the people will be best served by 
the construction of the line as indicated by the Government staked line ? As far as the general public 
are concerned they would be served by the shorter route. That line goes through .splendid building land.
432. But taking all the surrounding circumstances into consideration, you are of opinion that the line as 
surveyed will be the best ? I will not go as far as that, because a large number of people who have made 
their homes think that the railway ought to go near them.
433. Would you advocate any other route ? No ; I would leave it with the Government. I have told the 
people that whilst they dispute the Government will leave them at it.
434. Has there been any public meeting about this particular matter ? Very many of them, and the 
resolution was unanimous to leave it in the hands of the Government.
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James Slocombe, Esq., sworn, and examined:—
435. Vice-Chairman.~\ Are you a resident of Marrickville ? Canterbury.
436. Have you long resided there ? I was bom there.
437. And you are living there still ? Yes.
438. Do you travel backwards and forwards between there and Sydney ? Yes.
439. What is your means of conveyance now ? Omnibus.
440. How far are you from the nearest railway station ? About 2 miles.
441. And which is your nearest railway station ? Ashfield.
442. Do you come right to Sydney by omnibus ? Yes.
443.. How far is your residence from the proposed site of the railway terminus at Burwood Road ? About 
2 miles. -

J. Slocombe, 
Esq.

20 Nov., 1889.

444. And if the railway were constructed with the terminus at Burwood Road, I suppose you would use 
that means of conveyance to Sydney ? Certainly.
445. Do you think it the railway were constructed there is population about there to make it a remuner
ative one? I think there is quite sufficient.
446. .Have you any idea of the population about there now within a radius of 2 miles of the proposed 
terminus ? The population between Marrickville and Burwood Road would be about 6,000 at present.
447. And do you think that would be likely to increase if there were facilities for communication between 
there and Sydney ? Certainly.
448.. Does the country present favourable openings for settlement and for suburban residences and villas ? 
I think it is the best suburban district for villa residences.
449. Is that from the quality of the soil ? From the undulating land and quality of the soil.
450. Is the land good? Some of it is very good.
4ol. Do you think it would he a means of convenience to the people living beyond there—to Baukstown, 

-would they be able to use it. How far is it from the terminus? Some part of it would he about a 
mile.' .
452. Do you know much of the Baukstown district? Yes, fairly well.
453. There is good land about there ? Very good.
454. What means of conveyance have they now ? I think a coach runs along the Liverpool Road, and
they get to Burwood station. ’
455. You know the tramway between Sydney and Marrickville ? Yes, 456.
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J. Slocombe, 450 is ^at regarded as a source of convenience to the population there ? Do you mean to Dulwich
Es<1' Hill. . ■ . . , ,

457. Marrickville and Dulwich Hill? . The people along there can use it, but it is not ot much use to us. 
0V*’ * 458. You don’t use it in fact yourself ? I used it to-day coming in, but bad to walk 2 miles to ]t. It is a

long distance round. We come quicker by going to Ashfield and coming to town by train. .
459. "Would you favour the construction of a railway in preference to a tramway? Yes, I think .so.
460. Through passengers of course ivould get to town much quicker by railway? Yes.
461. But it is a fact the tramway stops and gives conveniences to many people on the line which the rail

. way does not ? It wall not w^hen this railway is constructed. The Dulwich Hill tramway does not meet
the requirements of the people in any w'ay, living along where the line is surveyed. . • o t.-
462. But where the train way is, does it meet the requirements of the people and their convenience . It
meets those who live where the tramway is. _
463. Mr. Triokett.'] "What is your ordinary means of coming to town ? Omnibus.
464. All the way? Yes.
465. What time does it take ? One hour and a quarter each way. _
466. Have you any land along the proposed line of railway ? I have allotments ■where I live.
467. Does the line pass through them ? No; I do not think it does. .
468. Are there any large blocks of land the line would pass through which have not been subdivided between 
Marrickville and Burwood Hoad ? I do not think there are. I think it is all pretty well subdivided.
469. And you think the Government would have to pay for nearly all the land along this line ; there 
are no people there who would give the land ? There is one estate—Campbell s. They promised to giv e 
the land, and I think they are still of the same mind. I saw a gentleman—Mr. Scroggy this last week, 
and he said he had no reason to doubt but that they would do the same. It is a valuable piece of land.
470. Are the people pretty well agreed as to the route. I think so. As far as I know we are agreeable

■ to the permanently staked line. _ _ ...
471. What do ybu think vourself ;—do you think that is the best line? I think it is.
472. Would the tramway* if extended between Dulwich Hill and Marrickville, serve the people that this 
line is intended to serve ? No.
473. Why ? It would take too long to get to town. .
474. And" to travel along the road would be a very circuitous route ? Yes ; we could come quicker from 
Dulwich Hill bv coach than tram.
475. Along the*same line ? No ; the tram goes away from Canterbury Boad through Marrickville.
476. You have stated you think there would be about 6,000 people benefited by this line ; does this mean 
adults onlv, or men, women, and children? Men, women, and children. I speak from the opinions I 
have received from municipal councils.
477. A former witness said he thought there were from 10,000 to 20,000 people ; do you think that a 
high estimate ? There might be more towards Marrickville whom I do not know of.
478. I mean the whole population who would be benefited residing between Marrickville and Burwood 
Boad; what would be the estimate of the population there who would avail themselves of the railway ?
I dare say about 10,000. _ ,
479. Mr. Humphery.] Do you know how much of the land belonging to the Campbell family it would be
necessary to resume in connection with this railway I I think there is about half a mile which the line 
would pass through that is not sold. _
480. The railway would go 2 miles beyond Canterbury ? Yes ; beyond where I live.
481. As a matter of fact, you will be close to the station where you are living in Canterbury ? I do not 
know where the station will be.
482. Are you not living in the heart of Canterbury at present? Yes. _
483. Do you think the proposed line starts from the best starting point on the Illawarra line ? I think
it does. . • i o -i
484. And you think the terminus should remain where it is proposed it should remain about 8 miles
from Sydney and 2 miles from Belmore ? I think it should go right on to Liverpool. _ _
485. Do you think there would be any suburban population to support the line beyond that point at which 
it is proposed to stop? There is not a great population beyond there now, but I think there would be if
the line were constructed. or
486. Do you not think the distance would be too great to hope for settlement beyond the 8 miles peg . I 
don’t think so. "We have population further along the Parramatta line, there is no reason why they 
should not extend right to Liverpool.
487. You have not seen the estimate of the Commissioners as to the cost, and probable loss on the line u
constructed through to Liverpool ? I have heard of it. <■ c
488. Have you heard that in the event of the line being formed there will be an annual loss of £35,000 .
I have heard there would be a loss. _ _
489. Do you know anything about settlement near to Kingsgrove—is there much settlement there ? 
Yes, fair.
490. Is there much settlement near Belmore ? It is fairly settled right through to Belmore.
491. The people of Belmore would be served by this railway ? Yes.
492. They would make use of it to come to Sydney instead of travelling as at present ? Yes.
493. How long are you coming to Sydney by tram ? I was an hour coming in this morning from Dulwich
Hill. _ _ .
494. How many miles is it ? Prom Dulwich Hill to Sydney about 4|- miles, but the tram has to go to 
Marrickville to get here. "When we are at Dulwich Hill we are nearer Petersham than Marrickville.
495. Do you get into the tram at Dulwich Hill and go to Marrickville, Newtown, and Enmore ? Yes.
496. And you were an hour coming in ? Yes, the time is 50 minutes, but we were an hour.
497. And the same distance by rail would occupy not more than 15 minutes? No. _
498. Mr. 0’SuUivan.~\ What industries are established on the proposed line of railway ? There are nothing 
but brickyards and stone quarries. We had an iron foundry there, but it is closed.
499. Whose iron foundry ? Blacket’s.
500. I suppose this line would be chiefly a passenger line ? It would be used for luggage as well, or 
anything required in the district.
501. What is the nearest point on the western suburbs line to Canterbury ? Ashfield, I think.
502. How far distant will that be ? About 2 miles. 1 503.
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503. How far would it be from the nearest point on the western suburbs line to the end of Burwood J- Slocombe,
road ? About 4 miles—it might not be quite so much. Es<l-
504. How far would it be from Belmore to the Illawarra line ? About the same distance. 20Nov~1889
505. You see by the diagram that the district you propose to serve is about equi-distant from the ’ ''
Illawarra line on the one side, and the western suburbs line on the other side ? Yes.
506. And this is already partially served by a tramway to Dulwich Hill ? The Dulwich Hill tramway 
does not serve the district at all. It serves Dulwich Hill, but not Canterbury.
507. But it serves a portion of the district which would be served by this line ? A very small portion 
indeed.
508. Do you think the State would be justified in recommending a line of railway equi-distant from two 
other lines, and which already has one tramway running into it, and which could be served by a tramway 
from Ashfield to Canterbury 2 miles long, or from Burwood to the end of Burwood Boad, 4 mile’s 
long. Do you think this tramway, if carried out, would serve the passenger traffic in the district? No, 
people would not use them. They would prefer the coach to come straight in. We have seven coaches a 
day running now.
509. Do you think they would prefer to go in by coach than by tapping the western suburbs with a 
railway ? Yes, because it would take longer to do it. They would have to shift into the western suburbs 
train, and then they would have to get out of the train into a tram at Sydney.
510. You have resided there from birth ? Yes—forty-five years.
511. What progress has this district made in late years—in population—say in twenty years? It has 
increased wonderfully in that time. In fact, there is a population right out there. Twenty years 'ago 
there was a great blank between the city and those places.
512. What class of people reside there ? The industrial classes principally, who go into town every day
to their employment. ' ' "
513. Have you opened up any gardens ? There are gardens there further out.
514. And the district is still progressing in population ? Certainly.
515. You said just now you thought, including Marrickville, 10,000 people would be served by this proposed 
railway ? I think so.
516. Do you think that number would justify the construction of a line to be run mainly for passengers 
a distance of 8 miles ? Yes, I think population will increase very fast. 2,000 allotments have been sold 
and people are only waiting to build upon it.
517. You are aware there is a population of about 40,000 between Darlinghurst and Bondi who are 
served by tramways ? I know it is so.
518. And these tramways are largely patronised ? Yes.
519. Do you not think the people would be glad to patronise a tram in preference to ’buses or coaches ?
The people between Darlinghurst and Bondi cannot help themselves. They have to use the trams.
520. They have the same convenience as you have—omnibuses and coaches ? And they use them 
too.
521. It is a fact they use them when the trams are crowded;—is it not a fact that the trams to Waverley 
and Bondi are the best paying in the whole system ? I daresay. They are very good for street traffic, but 
to bring people in from districts I do not think they are suitable.
522. Then you hold the opinion that a line of railway to Burwood Boad—8 miles—would be justifiable to 
serve the passenger traffic of that district ? I think so.
523. .Mr. Tonkin.] What is the population of Canterbury proper? Between 3,000 and 4,000.
524. What means have you of communication with Sydney at the present time ? Only by ’bus.
525. Is it your opinion that if this line is constructed through Canterbury the population would 
materially increase ? Decidedly, in Canterbury and surroundings.
526. Have you any doubt that if this line were constructed it ivould pay ? Not the slightest.
527. Are you in business as a commercial man ? Yes.
528. You have had experience in different matters of this kind ? Yes.
529. And you have no doubt that if the line were constructed it would be a good paying line? I have
every reason to believe it would. ' ’
530. Is the Dulwich Hill tram of any use to the Canterbury people? No ; we might just as well go to
Ashfield as Dulwich Hill, and get the train. .
531. Do you know the line right through to Liverpool ? Yes.
532. What kind of country is it right through to Liverpool. Is it likely to be built upon ? It is very "
good country. ■
533. Suitable for country residences ? Yes.
534. Mr. Towel.] Do you know Bandell’s subdivision, and Golden Park Estate, through which this line 
will go ? I know Golden Park Estate, but never heard of Bandell’s subdivision.
535. Can you inform the Committee the value of those allotments ; or has any of that land been recently 
sold on the Golden Park Estate ? A sale took place on the Golden Park about seven years ago, and it 
brought about from £3 to 15s. per foot.
536. Only small prices ? Yes ; it is now worth considerably more.
537. You do not know anything about Bandell’s subdivision ? I think you mean Bedmond’s subdivision.
538. Can you give any information about the value of that land ? Yes. There is a great lot of Bedmond’s 
subdivision there.
539. I mean through which the line would pass ? There is one called Kempsey Park—that may be the 
one.
540. The one I mean is subdivided by Mills and Pile. Can you inform the Committee what that land
fetched, or what is about its value ? The line does not pass through that subdivision—the Bridarewater Estate. r b »
541. Yes ; it is pegged out through the estate ; you cannot say what the value of that land is ? I could 
if I knew which it was.
542. Supposing it was Bedmond’s estate ? I think it is worth about £2 a foot—that is further on than 
Golden Park.
543. Do you know a man named John Coleman occupying some land belonging to you ? Not belonging to
me, but to my brother, John Slocombe. ‘
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J.Slocombe, 544,. Is that a valuable property through which the line would pass? I do not think the lino passes 
through it.

90 w A trsq ^ ^oes ^ was 110^ aware of it. I thought it passed close to it.
ov'’ ' 546. Is it a valuable property ? I do not think it is of great value at present. I do not know what the 

value would be at present. "
547. Is there a stone house upon it ? There is some little place upon it.
548. The buildings are not large and expensive ? No ; of no value whatever. _
549. Do you anticipate any goods traffic upon the line ? There are brickyards upon the line.
550. There is good brick earth about there ? Yes. _
551. In all probability there may be some goods traffic as well as passenger traffic ? I think so.

THURSDAY, 21 NOVEMBER, 1889.

The
The
The

frcseni:—
The Honorable JOHN LACKEY (Vice-Chairman).

Hon. Andrew Garran.
Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery. 
Hon. William Joseph Trickett.

Edward William O’Sullivan, Esq.

Henry Copeland, Esq.
James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq. 
William Springthorpe Dowel, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Kailway from Marrickville to the Burwood Koad.

William Lovell Davis, Esq., sworn, and examined :—
W. L. Davis, 552. Vice-Chairman^] Where do you reside ? At Petersham. __

Es<l- 553. Do you know the proposed line ? I know it very well. _ _
554. You are connected, I think, with the Canterbury racecourse ? I am one of the proprietors of it.

21 Nor., 1889. ggg. And do you consider that the proposed line would be a convenience to those who go to the races at 
Canterbury Park? It would be a very great convenience indeed. At present those who visit the race
course have to go to Ashfield, and then to travel about a mile and a half. Some walk and some ride.
556. How are they accommodated—by omnibuses and carriages ? By omnibuses and cabs.
557. You usually have a fairly large attendance there ? Yes ; I have had a list compiled by our secretary, 
giving an account of the last twenty meetings held there. The attendance amounted to 46,365 persons 
altogether, giving an average of 2,318 per meeting. I calculate that that number at Is. a head would give 
a revenue to the Railway Department of £2,500 a year. That is according to the present attendance, but 
I am confident that if we had railway facilities we could rely on the number being increased by at least 
one-third, if not by 50 per cent. At our last races held on the Eight-hours Demonstration Day, some
2,000 people wanted to go to Canterbury Park, and could not get there, and they were left on the plat
form atRedfern. [See Appendix A.]
558. Do most of the metropolitan visitors go by Ashfield ? Yes.
559. Do any go by Marrickville ? None by the trams. It would take too long.
560. How far is Dulwich Hill from Canterbury Park ? About lb mile.
561. How far would the racecourse be from the proposed line? It would be about half a mile.
562. Would that be at Burwood Road or at some nearer site? In the village of Canterbury. The race
course is about a quarter of a mile from the village of Canterbury. I do not know the exact site of the 
proposed station. I imagine that it would be something like about half a mile from the course. 
People would not mind walking that distance.
563. How long is it since the course was first established ? Eive years.
564. How many meetings do you hold each year ? Twenty-one. I have a list of fixtures for next year, 
giving all the dates. [/See Appendix B.]
565. How many does that amount to ? The legitimate racing fixtures, that is for horse-races, number 
eleven. These are appointed by the Australian Jockey Club. Then there are ten supplementary meetings ■ 
trotting races, and races for ponies and galloways.
566. Your racecourse is owned by a club, is it not, or a syndicate ? We call ourselves a Company.
There are only seven interested in it. ...
567. Your project is sufficiently successful to justify you in anticipating that it will be continued ? I
think we are the most prosperous racing company in New South Wales. _
568. And if the railway were constructed you would consider it not only a convenience to the racing club,
but also that the race club would be a means of contributing to the success of the railway ? We could, 
of course, have greater success than we have had so far if we had the railway, and the public would be 
better able to attend the races. _
569. You know that part of the country pretty well ? I think I know every inch of it.
570. Has it increased in population during the last few years ? Yes ; very fast. _
571. Do you think the railway would cause increased settlement in that locality ? I am sure of it. There 
is no better land round Sydney for building purposes. It is undulating country, and if a railway is made 
there the land will soon be covered with houses. No better land for building sites could be got.
572. And the land is tolerably good for other purposes? Yes; as good as any land about Sydney.
573. Mr. Trickett.] Do you know the permanently staked line marked blue on the plan ? I do.
574. Do you think that is the best of the three that have been surveyed? Yes; most decidedly. It
is equi-distant between the other two lines. It is the straightest line you could get, and it has the best 
levels. _ .
575. Have you considered the proposal to construct a railway from Marrickville to Burwood Road in 
connection with its future extension ? I have.
576. What do you think of it? I think it would relieve the present line from Liverpool to Sydney and 
save an immense amount of haulage. It would save 5i miles between Sydney and Liverpool. Instead

. of 22 miles the distance would be 16 miles.
577.
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577. Is the land beyond Burwood Boad land which would also be suitable for residential purposes ? Yes ; W- k. Daris, 
it would be fairly suitable, but it would not be so suitable as the land within 6 or 7 miles of Sydney. I Es<b 
believe that the whole of the land beyond where it is proposed to construct the line would be given free of
cost. I do not think it could be given at Marrickville, because you could not expect men who own small * ‘
allotments to give their .land.
578. How far is the line from your racecourse ? About half a mile.
579. Is the racecourse easily approachable from the line ? Oh, yes; it would be all down-hill to the 
racecourse.
580. Have you made any calculations as to the present population that would be served by a railway from 
Marrickville to Burwood Boad ? At a rough estimate I should say from 12,000 to 15,000.
581. 12.000 to 15,000 residents there at present who would use the line if it were constructed in preference
to any other route P Yes. I may mention that there is a very large estate near where the terminus 
would be. .The proprietors have spent about £20,000 on that one estate. They have laid it out in mag
nificent building sites. '
582. "What is the name of the place? It is called Harcourt.
583. Does the railway go through the estate ? It does not quite touch it, but it passes it.
584. Have you any land through which the proposed line will pass? No; I have land that would 
be very close to it, but not any large blocks.
585. I suppose you are in frequent conversation with the persons through whose land the railway would 
pass ? Yes ; I often meet them.
586. When this line was suggested in 1887 it was a sine qua non that all the landowners should give the 
property free of charge that was required for the railway;—do you know if they are of the same opinion 
now ? I think they would give it with the exceptions that I have stated. I do not think that all were of that 
opinion at any time. You could not expect a man in the middle of Marrickville, close to the junction of 
the Illawarra line, to give his allotment, but anyone who had a large block through which the line would 
pass might give the land. Miss Campbell’s estate lies on the route of the proposed railway, and I 
believe that the agent would now give the land which he promised to do then.
587. Are there any other owners of large blocks who would give their land? I do not think there are 
any owners of large blocks along the route until you get to Cook’s Biver—then you get amongst blocks, 
the owners of which would give the land.
588. Is that on the line ? It is If mile this'side of the terminus.
589. Do you think Marrickville is the best place from which the line should go ? I do. I think it is 
the best both for population and as regards the expense. If you start before that point you will have 
more land resumed, and it will be more expensive as it is nearer Sydney.
590. And do you think it is also a good starting point, supposing the line were to be carried on to
Liverpool ? I do. The line will be almost straight. ’
591. What about the tramway to Dulwich Hill;—would not this railway line, if constructed, come into
competition with that line r Not in the least. It would not rob that line of a single passenger. The 
Dulwich Hill tram cuts at right angles to the Illawarra line, and this line will come right away from it .
straight to Canterbury.
592. How are the people now served as regards communication with Sydney ? They must travel by 
omnibuses or walk to Ashfield, or to the Dulwich Hill tram.
593. Do they mostly travel by ’bus ? Yes. .
594. What time does that take ? The journey occupies an hour.
595. How many miles is the village of Canterbury from Sydney ? About 6f miles.
596. Do you think that if this line were constructed it would largely tend to increase the suburban 
population there ? I am confident of it.
597. Have you ever heard expressions of opinion in that direction : that the present holders would build
if they had better means of communication ? I know that there are hundreds of allotments which have 
been sold, and.that the purchasers are only waiting for railway communication before commencing to 
build. A friend of mine and myself had one subdivision, and we sold every allotment, the area being 
20 acres, and nine-tenths of that land, were railway communication afforded with the city, would be 
built on. '
598. They are not speculators ? No simply buyers of building allotments.
599. Dr. Garran.\ Do you know the point where the railway stops at Burwood Boad ? I do.
600. Is it a good temporary stopping place ? I think it is one of the best that could be obtained.
601. I notice by the map that a little beyond the 9-mile point there is a cross-road, and it looks as if that 
point would, in some respects, make a better terminus of the line ? I think not; you reach the greatest 
population at Burwood Boad.
602. You do not think that the population would follow the line if we put the terminus a mile further 
on ? Yes.
603. You think it would be best to stop at the 8-mile point ? The line could not stop at a better place.
604. You think that as far as the present and the prospective traffic are concerned, that is as far as it is 
wise to go at present ? Yes, unless you construct the whole line.
605. Do you know the country beyond the 8-mile point, as far as Bankstown ? I know every inch of the 
route.
606. And is it good residential country between the 8-mile point and Bankstown ? Very good ; but as I 
said before, it is not so good as the undulating land within a radius of 6 miles of Sydney. Bor about 2 
miles after you reach Cook’s Biver, at Canterbury, it is beautiful land for building purposes.
607. Between the 8-miles and George’s Biver you think it is not as good for residential purposes as 
the first part of the line ? It would be very good for 2^ miles further. Then it would be flatter country 
until you come to George’s Biver.
608. That would be a good reason for continuing the line further ? But there is not such a large
population. ■
609. But this is rather for a prospective than for the present population ? I should take it so ; but the 
population is there at the present terminus.
610. You would not undertake to say that the traffic afforded by the present population would pay
interest on the outlay ? I would guarantee that it would in two years. There is double the population 
there that there was at Hurstville when the line to that place was constructed. 611.
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Cavis> 611. But that population came after the railway was made ? Yes, and the same rule would apply here. 
s<^' But there'is a greater population than there was on the Illawarra line when it was constructed.

21 Nov ^1889 There was a bona fide demand for suburban land at the time when the Illawarra line was constructed ?
’’ ' Yes.

6L3. Is there the same demand now ? I cannot say that there is ; but a very large amount of land has 
been sold on this line.
614. In the expectation of a railway ? Yes. We have been agitating for this line for ten years.
615. Is it in your knowledge that a large number intend to build ? I am certain of it. The land has 
been bought for that purpose.
616. Do you think that the line should ultimately go through to Liverpool ? I.do. • _
617. Are you of opinion that it would relieve the main trunk line ? I believe it will relieve the mainline 
of the whole of the southern traffic, if that is wished.
618. Have you any personal knowledge of the traffic that passes through Liverpool station ? -I have not.
619. You do not know how many trains a day pass through that station ? I should say about thirty trains

' a day.
620. We have it from the Commissioners that it would only take from the other line four trains a day 
each way if the proposed loop-line were made? Then, of course, they would not divert the main southern 
traffic ; hut if they did that, a person coming from Melbourne would save 51 miles.
621. But it would afford no convenience as regards cattle going to Homebush ? No.
622. Only to through traffic ? Yes.
623. Are there more than four trains each day going through ? Yes, most decidedly.
624. Taking it as a whole, you think it is wise to have the terminus at the 8-mile point ? I should be very 
pleased to see it go right through. I am sure that it would pay in two or three years.
625. You think it more prudent for it to stop at Burwood Road? No; I am in favour of its going
through. I believe in an extensive system of suburban railways. We are far behind our neighbours in 
this respect; and in Melbourne, I believe, the suburban railways pay.
626. If you could control the policy of the country, you would make the line right through to Liverpool 
at once ? Yes. I could get a syndicate to take it up in an hour.
627. From your knowledge of the district, you think it would be judicious to make this line ? I am 
perfectly certain.
628. Mr. O’ Sullivan We have before us an estimate of the Commissioners with regard to this line, and 
they state that the total annual cost will be £9,558 a year, and they estimate the annual revenue at £3,000, 
showing a loss of £6,558 a year. What is your opinion ? I think that the revenue is under-estimated. 
We will guarantee to find a revenue, if they wish it, of £2,500 a year.
629. You said that last year you had 46,365 visitors to the Canterbury racecourse—what do you think 
would be a fair charge per head for taking them to Canterbury and back ? One shilling return.
630. And that for 46,000 would be £2,300 ? Yes.
631. Do you think that is likely to be sustained? I think it is likely to be increased by a very great deal.
632. You think that the Canterbury racecourse traffic would amount to very nearly the estimate of the 
Commissioners ? I am almost positive. The attendance at the racecourse is a very large increase.
633. You were formerly Member of Parliament for Canterbury ? Yes I was.
631. I presume that you are thoroughly acquainted with the district? I am. '
635. You estimate that the population to be served will be from 12,000 to 14,000 ? Yes.
636. What centres of population do you take in ? I should take all the further part of Marrickville 
through which the line passes, and the louver part of Marrickville, the whole of Canterbury, Rosedale, 
Enfield, part of Bankstown, Kingsgrove, Belmore, and the whole of the district beyond where the terminus 
will be.
637. You say you would take a portion of Marrickville. In doing that would you not take the portion of 
the passenger traffic already going to Marrickville? Yes; but you get the extra fares. Instead of 
walking a mile and a half they would ride and pay.
638. Would it not take the traffic from the Dulwich Hill tram ? It would not take one passenger.
639. Does it not go near the route ? No.
640. But the line will go through a portion of country that, will be served by the tram ? You could 
number by units the passengers that the line would rob the tram of.
641. On which side of the line is the Canterbury racecourse ? Going from Sydney it is on the right 
hand side.
642. If the racecourse is on the right hand side of the line, would it not be better served by the more 
northerly route—the one to Bankstown ? No ; I think it does not deviate until it gets beyond Canterbury.
613. Your racecourse is a mile and a half from Ashfield ? Yes.
644. Would not a tramway from Ashfield to the racecourse carry your passengers ? I am not studying 
the interests of the racecourse proprietors alone. We agitated for the railway before there was a race
course.
645. I regard the traffic to the Canterbury racecourse as a most important factor in the argument. No 
doubt it is larger than the Commissioners have estimated it to be; but I ask whether a tramway from 
Ashfield would not carry the passengers ? No ; because if you run a special train, it will bring from 300 
to 500 'passengers, and how could they be accommodated in tram-cars. They would require about twelve 
cars.
646. I might reply by asking you another question : If 500 passengers leave the train half a mile away 
fi;om the course, how are they to reach the racecourse ? They would walk, and enjoy it.
647. I ask whether a tram running from Ashfield would not best accommodate the passengers ? It would 
be quite useless.
648. Could not the tram-cars carry 200 at each trip ? Each car would carry fifty or sixty passengers, 
and at least ten cars would be necessar3'.
649. You mentioned an estate called the Harcourt Estate. Is that along the route of the proposed line ? 
Yes ; near the end of the proposed line.
650. Who are the proprietors of the Harcourt Estate ? Messrs. Phillips and Co.
651. Has that estate been sold ? Some portions have been sold, but not very many. If you visit that 
estate you will see that it is the best laid-out property about Sydney.

652.
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052. Were there any purchasers for it? It has not been offered at auction—only for private sale. The W. L, Davis, 
building conditions are very stringent; the buildings being of a certain value and in a certain style. Es<l-
G53. Mr. ITumplwyHave you been living long in Canterbury ? I have lived in the district twenty- A fT' 
one years—ever since I have been in the Colony. ' -N0^! “oH.
054. Ho you know it well ? Yes. *
055. You say that you began to agitate tor this railway ten years ago ? Yes.
050. Ho you remember what was the value of the land about Canterbury then ? Much less than it is 
now. Ten years ago you could buy land there at from £70 to £100 an acre.
057. Considerably less than that could you not? Not ten years ago.
058. Ho you know Kingsgrove ? Yes.

' 059. What could you buy land for there ? I do not call that Canterbury. .
600. It will be touched by the railway? Yes.
601. What could you buy land for there ? From £15 to £10 an acre.
002. At present, without a railway, what is the value of the land there ? About £50 or £60 an acre.
003. Can you remember how many houses there were at Canterbury ten or twelve years ago? There 
was only a. very small population.
601. Has there been a great increase since ? There has, and had there been railway facilities the 
population would have increased much faster.
065. Have there been many houses built on the Campbell estate ? Yes, a great many. There is quite a 
large settlement on the left of the new Canterbury Boad, down near the river. ^
006. Is there not considerable settlement a little beyond Canterbury ? Yes ; there is an estate called the 
Golden Park estate. It is all sold to bona fide purchasers. .
067. Is there a large quantity of elevated land close to Kingsgrove? Yes; all suitable for buildino- 
purposes. " °
008. Is the Harcourt estate near Kingsgrove ? It is on the left,—and the Harcourt estate on the right.
The Harcourt estate was known as Kedman’s land.
669. Is there any settlement there? Some houses have been built and some portions of the land are sold, 
but it has not been offered yet. I suppose that they are waiting for the result of the railway agitation.
670. Is the Eedman estate between the river and Burwood ? On the left of the river, and on the right
of the Canterbury Boad. Between the proposed line and the river. °
671. Are you of opinion that this railway, if it starts at Marrickville and stops at the 8-mile point, will
go far enough for all the purposes of suburban settlement ? Yes ; for the present. ,
6/2.^ {settlement is not likely to go beyond 8 miles from Sydney ? Not at present," but if the railway is 
carried to that point it will push the population ahead again.
673. You said that £2,500 was a fair estimate of the probable revenue ? Yes.
6/4. This traffic to produce £2,500 in connection with the racecourse would have to pass over the line 
between Sydney and Marrickville, and your estimate would include that? Yes. lam calculating the '
fares at one shilling return. In going to Bandwick by tram you pay one shilling each way. If you go 
to Bedfern you take a ticket to Canterbury and back/
675. The Commissioners would have to take into consideration that the traffic would have to pass over 
an already constructed liue ? I am confident that the public would pay Is. 6d. as readily as they would 
pay Is.
676. I daresay that the Bailvvay Commissioners have taken into consideration that by constructing the 
raiiv ay we shall divert the present traffic by way of Ashfield from the existing line ; it is proposed to make 
a single line only ;—do you think that will be efficient for the present and the prospective traffic ? . I do 
not think it will be sufficient very long. I think the construction of a single line a very unwise policy.
677. Ho you think that a double line should be made at once, or should we first make a single line and 
afterwards have it duplicated ? I.think it would be best to make a double line at once.
678. You are of opinion that the increased traffic will justify the immediate construction of a double line ?
I am. ‘
679. That railway will create traffic enough to cover the working expenses of the line ? I am certain that
it will in a couple of years. ‘
680. Mr.' Tonkin.] Ho you feel confident that that return of £2,500 a year would not decrease ? I think
it would increase. The club is becoming more popular every day. We have been very successful ever 
since we started. “
681. The Commissioners’ estimate of revenue is £3,000, do you think that they have omitted the Canter
bury racecourse altogether ? I think they must have done.
682. Ho you think that the returns, without including those in connection with the racecourse, would 
amount to £3,000 per annum ? I think they would exceed that, independently of the racecourse.
683. Then you are of opinion that the Commissioners’ estimate is less than it ought to be ? I am.
684. If you could get permission to construct the line would you be prepared to form a syndicate to 
construct it on a thoroughly commercial basis ? We should only be too pleased. I would guarantee to
form it in one hour. I know a gentleman who would put £25,000 in it at once.- •
685. You have no doubt that it would be a payable line ? lam certain of it.
686. Independently of having any interest in a land syndicate ? Quite independently of that.
687. Hoes it show favourably in comparison with the Illawarra line, before that was constructed, as far as 
population is concerned ? Yes.
688. On that line to Hurstville was there as large a population, or any indication of it, before the line was 
constructed as there is on this line now ? There is a far larger population on this line than there was on 
the Hurstville route before the Illawarra railway was made.
689. How much more population ? I should say 33 per cent, at least.
690. Are the facilities for building along this route equal to the facilities on the Illawarra route ? Quite 
equal, and I think that the soil, if anything, is better.
691. You have no hesitation in saying that the extension of the tram from Dulwich Hill to Burwood Boad 
yvould not meet the requirements of the district? It would not meet the requirements of the district, and 
the public would not patronize it. By tram it would take at least an hour to get into Sydney. ’
692. Then you think the Government will be justified in constructing the line to Burwood Boad ? I do.
693. Mr. Bowel] You say you consider that the Bail way Commissioners’ estimate of the revenue from the 
railway—£3,000—is not a correct one ? I think it is an under-estimntc.
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W. L. Davis, 694. You have also stated that there are 10,000 or 12,000 people who would probably avail themselves 
of the railway. Is it likely that 500 persons are likely to travel each way by the railway every day from 
the start? I would not say that they would do that from the very start, but I would guarantee that they 

21 Nov., 1889. wouict do it jn legg than two years. _ .
695. That would give £9,490 revenue, independent of the Canterbury races ; taking that as a calculation, 
would you consider that .that justifies your opinion as to the incorrectness of the Commissioners’ estimate ? 
I am confident that within two years the tratfic would exceed 500 passengers a day. .
696. Yrom your knowledge of the district, do you think it is likely that in addition to this passenger traffic 
there would be some goods traffic? Oh, yes ; there are several brickyards on the line, as well as a good 
deal of timber, and of course there would be a great deal of produce as the population increased.
697. You anticipate, in addition to the passenger revenue, revenue from goods traffic ? Yes.
098. And a considerable portion of the land that would be reached is good agricultural land ? Yes.
699. Are you aware that in making the line some deep cuttings would have to be made—cuttings about
30 feet deep, with heavy embankments ? I daresay. You go through the worst part of the work iu making 
this portion of the proposed line. .
700. Do you think that the cuttings and embankments would involve any difficulties in regard to the
approaches ? No; I think they would not be long cuttings. _
701. They would not prevent people from having access to the line? No. I do not think they would be 
any worse than those on the main line from Sydney to Parramatta.
702. Having a thorough knowledge of the country as far as Liverpool, I understand you to say that you
strongly recommend that a double of line of railway be constructed along the whole length of the proposed 
route? I do. I think it ought to be done. At the same time, if the inhabitants cannot get a whole loaf 
they must take half a loaf. I am convinced that this portion of the line will pay within two years ; and 
that may induce the Commissioners to recommend the construction of the whole lino. . _
703. You do not agree with the Commissioners when they say that the construction of a line to Liverpool 
would only relieve the main line of about four trains a day in each direction? I cannot understand that 
at all.
704. Do you think it is a mistake to make the public travel 5j miles further than there is any necessity for ? 
I do. It means a great deal in the year.
705. Has there been much discussion in reference to the rival routes? There has in years gone by, and
I think that that has been greatly to the detriment of this proposed line. Every man wants the railway 
.against his own door. . During the last two or three years, however, the inhabitants have been very 
unanimous ; ninety-nine out of .100 believing that the proposed route will be the best. _
700. Mr. O'1 Sullivan.'] In the event of this line being constructed, are the Canterbury Park Itacing Com
pany likelv to construct a branch line to connect it with the railway ? They will take into consideration 
how far the railway is from the course, and if they think it desirable to have a branch line I have not the 
slightest doubt that we shall apply to have one, and no doubt we shall have to guarantee the interest on 
the cost of its construction. If the railway is within half a mile of the course probably no action will be 
taken, but if it is a greater distance away, I think we shall ask for a branch line to bo constructed.

26 PARLIAMENTAUY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.
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Yes ; it comes on to it.

Mr. James McBean, Mayor of Canterbury, sworn, and examined :—
707. Vice-Chairman.] Are you the Mayor of Canterbury ? lam.
70(3. How long have you resided at Canterbury ? About thirty-three years.
709. You know that part of the country tolerably well then ? Yes.
710. Do you know the route of the proposed line from Marrickville to Burwood Hoad ? Yes. .
711. How long has Burwood Boad had that name? Five or six years. We used to call it the Old 
George’s Biver Boad.
712. Does it come near the Punch Bowl Boad ?
713. Do you reside at Canterbury ? Yes.
714. And of course you have watch the growth of dhe population there since you first went there ? Yes.
It has increased to a very large extent. _
715. Are there many large estates in the neighbourhood now ? No, there are very few. They are being 
subdivided.
716. Is the Campbell estate subdivided ? It has been sold in blocks of several acres each.
717. Do you think the Government would be justified in constructing a railway between Marrickville and 
Burwood Boad ? I do.
718. How far will the terminus be from the nearest points of the Great Western and Southern lines ? 
About four miles.
719. And what distance would it be from the tramway or railway at Dulwich Hill ? I suppose between 
four and five miles.
720. Has the population increased along the route of the proposed line during the last few years
it has largely increased. .
721. The locality affords good facilities for residents ? Yes ; very good.
722. And the land is fairly good ? Yes ; it is dry and good soil for any purpose.
723. Do you know anything of the route to Liverpool ? Yes.
724. Do you think the line would be any advantage to a future population towards Bankstown ?
725. Is the land fairly good there ? Yes.
726. What communication have they along the old Liverpool Boad ? Only the coach from Bankstown to 
Burwood station.
727. Is there much population about Druitt Town ? Yes ; considerable population.
728. How far would the proposed terminus be from Druitt Town—say from the old Bark Huts ? About 
two miles I think.
729. Then if this line were constructed would the population about the old Bark Huts go this liue, or to 
Burwood or Ashfield ? Most of the people would use this line. Part of the Bark Huts runs to the Punch 
Bowl Boad—that is not half a mile off. But to the Bark Huts proper would be about two miles.
730. Mr. Triclcett.] What is the population of Canterbury ? About 3,000.
731. Can you tell us the value of the rateable property iu the Borough of Canterbury ? I could not
tell you exactly. The Clerk of the Council could tell you. 732.

? Yes;

Yes.
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732. What is the amount of your annual rate F About £2,000.
733. That is for 1888 and 1889 ? Yes.
731. Is there any increase as compared with the previous years ? Yes; the amount increases by about 
£200 a year.
735. How long has Canterbury been incorporated ? Eight or nine years.
73G. And there lias been a gradual increase in the value of the property? Yes.
737. Is it by residences being erected, or only an increase in the value of the land ? llesidences have 
greatly increased, as well as the value of the land.
738. You know the permanently staked line ? Yes.
739. Do you think that is the best of those which have been projected P I do.
740. You think that that would suit all parties the best ? I do.
741. Erom having been in communication with a great number of the local residents, are you of opinion 
that they are in favour of this route ? At meetings which we have had they were unanimously in favour 
of the line. There might be one or two exceptions ; persons who want the line to go through their own 
land.
742. Were those meetings well attended ? Yes. ■
743. Are there many people travelling between Canterbury and Sydney daily ? Yes, a great number;
there are seven coaches running. '
744. Are they all doing well ? Yes, or they would not continue, I suppose.
745. They are well patronised ? Yes ; the other night I saw over forty in one coach.
746. Are there complaints that the means of communication are unsatisfactory P Yes.
747. Is there a Public School in Canterbury ? Yes. . ,
718. What is the attendance? About 300.
749. And that I suppose has been increased during the last two or three years ? Yes.
750. Do you know the course of the line from Marrickville to Burwood Road? Yes.
751. What arc your views as to the present population of those districts which would be served by the 
railway ? I suppose it would serve a population of between 6,000 and 10,000.
752. Would they be a class of people to frequently come into Sydney? Yes.
753. Do you know the owners, of the property the railway passes through in your Municipality ? Yes.
754. Are they large or small holders ? Some large and some small. There is a lot of allotments, and some
large land owners. .
755. Have you heard them say whether they would be willing to give their land free for the purposes of 
this railway ? Yes.
756. Can you give the names of any one of those whom you have recently hoard state that ? It was I who
obtained the signatures for this line some years ago, and there were then only two exceptions who 
refused. '
757. Is that document in the Department ? It was handed to the Department at that time.
758. Have you seen these people lately ? I have never heard anyone say other than that they would 
adhere to their former promise.
759. Mr. O’Sullivan.] What industry is carried on between Marrickville and Canterbury ? The principal 
industries were brickworks, an iron foundry, quarries, and such like, but the iron foundry closed up 
through the cost of carriage.
760. Was that the only reason ? I believe so. The brick-kilns are most of them closed up too, and I think it 
is through the same reason. They had to cart wood from the station, a considerable distance. There were 
six or seven kilns altogether, and I estimate they would use about 15 trucks a week of wood and coal. That is 
a considerable item if you have to cart it three or four miles, and load and unload. I have heard several 
of the brick-kiln proprietors complain this was a great drawback. In my own case I had a quarry there 
some time ago, and got some large grindstones for Hudson Brothers and Yale and Sons, and it cost me 
£1 to get each stone to Ashfield station, and I lost a day loading and unloading besides.
761. Have you heard that one of the reasons for the stoppage of the brick-kilns, is that they produce too 
many bricks ? I do not know about that, but of course it may be due.to the state of the market.
762. What class of people live out on the proposed line of railway ? Some are market gardeners, others 
work on the roads, and take in wood to Sydney, and quarrymen.
763. Have you noticed any evidence of a desire on the part of a set of people to build residential homes 
there ? Yes. I know several friends myself who have allotments there, and who would come out and 
build, and who would go backwards and forwards to business, but it takes three hours time every day to 
get in and out by coach now.
764. Dr. Garran.] You know the locality where it is proposed to stop at Burwood Road ? Yes.
765. Is that a good place for a terminal station ? Yes.
766. Would any object be gained by going a mile further ? I do not know. I think it would be far better
to go right on to Liverpool. .
767. Short of going to Liverpool it is best to stop where it is proposed ? I believe so, because it is a 
main road, and goes right across country from George’s River to Burwood station.
768. Do I understand that the Burwood Road goes to Tom Ugly’s Point ? Yes.
769. So does the road at the 9 miles point, where the Punch Bowl Road crosses? I mean the old 
George’s River Road. What is called the Burwood Road now, we used to call the Burwood lane, and that 
does not go to Tom Ugly’s Point.
770. But still it makes a good stopping place ? Yes.
771. And is the land between St. Peter’s and that point north all good for building ? I do not think you
could beat it. '
772. It is as good as anything on the western line? As good as anywhere I have seen within miles of
Sydney. .
773. Is there any of it as high as Petersham ? Yes.
774. And none of it very low ? None.
775. Do you know of any opposition to this line ? No.
776. You have not heard of any ? No.
777. The feeling of the district is pretty unanimous ? Yes.
778. And they are contented with this route? They are content to leave it in the hands of the Govern
ment. 779.

Mr.
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779. If tin’s line were recommended there would be no opposition on the ground that rival routes would 
be preferable P I do not think there would.

r 780. Air. Humphery,~\ You said there were 7 coaches leaving Canterbury for Sydney ? 1 es.
’’ ' 781. How many trips ? Seven from Canterbury to Sydney.

782. Have you any idea how many passengers are carried by coach ? There were over forty on one the 
other night.
783. "What is the averager Prom twenty to thirty, I suppose, each way.
781. How many passengers do you think travel by coach from Canterbury to Sydney daily ? They 
generally carry twenty to thirty a load.
785. But every coach would not be full ? No.
786. Do you think there would be 100 going in from Canterbury to Sydney daily ? Yes ; that is between 
Canterbury and the Burwood Hoad.
787. What is the fare ? Is. from Burwood Boad and 9d. from Canterbury each way. ^
788. Mr. Tanking You think you could average each coach twenty-five passengers ? Yes.
789. That would be 175 ? Yes.
790. Would that include all the passenger traffic which would be served by the railway ? I do not 
think so.
791. Wbat other places would passengers come from to town? Some of the passengers walk to the
tram; they will not wait for the coaches, as they do not run often enough. Some of them would come 
further across to the train. _
792. Are there any centres of population where the people are not served by these coaches? Parts of 
the adjoining boroughs would be served. Some have their own vehicles, and such like.
793. Do some drive in ? A great number. ... . .
794. Could you give an estimate of the other passenger traffic in addition to that which you have given
already? I could hard! v do that because there are so many outlets ;—some drive in through Marrick
ville, and come through Ilndereliff way down to Tempo. _
795. But there are no other licensed vehicles except the seven coaches ? No.
796. If your statement is correct it gives £4,360 a year for those passengers -what would you thiuk of 
the Commissioners saying that the total revenue would only be £3,000 a year ? I believe the passenger 
traffic would be close on what 1 say.
797. Can you give an idea of what the goods traffic would be ? I am prepared to swear that there are 
six brick-kilns which are closed, which use fuel at the rate of fifteen trucks a day.
798. Is it likely they would open again if the railway were constructed ? I have every reason to 
believe so.
799. Are there any brick-yards now working? Yes.
800. How many brick-kilns are there at work now which are consuming coal and wood ? Only two.
801. Do you know how much they use daily ? They would use what I have stated—about two trucks
a day. ’
802. Between the two ? Yes. '
803. Where do they get it from ? Prom Ashfield and Petersham.
804. What cartage do they pay from Ashfield ? 2s. 6d. or 3s. a ton. ■
805. Then ifeight would be a large item in the revenue returns ? Yes.
806. Is there any other freight besides coal and wood used ;—where do the flour and other provisions 
come from ? They are sent out on trollies and drays.
807. Then there is a large amount used which would go by train ? Yes.
808. You have no doubt that the estimate of the Commissioners is under what it should be ? No doubt
at all. .
809. Your estimate of the passenger traffic alone gives a revenue of over £4,000. In addition, the race
course traffic has been swrorn to as £2,500—that makes £7,000, without any goods traffic at all;—you 
cannot therefore understand why the Commissioners should say the revenue would only be £3,000 ? I 
cannot understand it.
810. You are sure the figures you have stated are correct ? To the best of my belief.
811. Mr. Bowel.'] You say you know the whole of the country which this line would traverse ? Yes.
812. You referred to certain centres of population—will you inform the Committee their names ? It 
would tap part of Hurstville and Ashfield. It would benefit part of Enfield and Parkestown in the 
Municipality of Canterbury, and Kingsgrove, Moorefield, and Belmore.
812&. C^n you estimate what the traffic would be from all these places ? Prom 6,000 to 10,000 people— 
that is with Marrickville as well.
813. Do you thiuk the traffic would run into some hundreds a day ? Yes.
814. That is judging from your calculation of the coach traffic? Yes.
815. Do you anticipate, if the line is constructed, considerable additional settlement would take place? 
I am satisfied of it. If I had the means I would make one in a company, if I were privileged to do so, 
to construct a line myself.
816. Do you think a traffic of 500 passengers a day would be likely to rise in two years time, independent 
of such special occasions, such as Canterbury racecourse proceedings ? I do, and more.
817. You also anticipate considerable revenue from goods traffic ? Yes.
818. Are the brickworks in the localitjr good or bad ? Good.
819. What is the character of the stone in the quarries you refer to ? It is equal to anything you can
get. The two lodge gates at the University were supplied from that material by myself. It will compare 
with anything in the town. _ #
820. If the line is constructed on the proposed route, will it serve these quarries ? Yes. They are not 
above 300 or 400 yards from the line.
821. In all probability some revenue will be derived from the quarries? Decidedly.
822. Is it the opinion of the people that this is the best liue to be constructed ? According to the
meetings held the people are unanimous. ■
823. And it is your own opinion ? Yes.
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' "VVnlter D’Arrietta, Esq., sworn, and examined :—
824. Vice-Ohamnan.~\ You have lived for a considerable time in the neighbourhood of Canterbury ?
Eight or nine years.
825. Do you live at Canterbury or Belmore ? Belmore.
826. How far is that from Canterbury ? 34 miles. .
827. Were you acquainted with that part ot the country before you went to live there ? Ho, I have been ^ Nov.,1S89. 
in and out for the last ten or twelve years, aud have been residing there permanently for the last three
years.
828. You know the country where the railway line is proposed to be constructed ? Yes.
829. Have they a railway committee or league ? Hot at Canterbury. The league is for the through line
to Liverpool. ■' a
830. Is the league which has been advocating the construction of the line from Marrickville to Liverpool 
m accord with the proposal to construct the line from Marrickville to Burwood Boad ? The league is 
agreeable to accept that as an instalment of,the through line. They believe it will go through ultimately'.
831. At present they are in favour of this proposed extension? Yes.
832. Do you know the different routes which have been proposed? Fairly well.

Is it the case that the residents there concur that this lock-spitted line is the most desirable one ?
The majority of the league are in favour of leaving the choice of the line to the Grovernment.
834. Has the locality about there increased in population of late years? It has increased fairly well, but
the great drawback has been the difficulty of access to the city. The land in the locality is very favour
ably situated. It is undulating and easily drained and very healthy, and is suitable for the settlement of a .
suburban population. '
835. The soil is fairly good ? It is.
836. Are there many gardens around there ? There are several on the river, but there is not a great 
deal of land under cultivation.
837. Hot many orchards ? Hot many.
838. Mr. TriclcettWhat is the population of Belmore ? About 400.
839. Do they come in and out of town daily ? Several come in to business from Belmore.
840. What is the means of communication ? ’Bus.
841. Is there a direct ’bus ? Les, to Belmore and the city. . .
842. How many ’buses a day ? Three each way. '
843. And that is the only means of communication ? The only public means.
844. What is the distance from Sydney to Belmore ? 9£ or 10 miles.
845. How long does it take to come in, by ’bus ? One hour and a half to come in, and two hours and a 
half to go out—they don’t hurry back.
846. What is the fare each way ? One shilling.
847. I suppose the ’bus service is not very good ? It is fairly good, but it is a long journey.
848. Is the land cut up in small holdings about Belmore ? After you leave Burwood Boad they are
nearly all large. There are very few small holdings. "
849. Do you know the owners of the property through which this line will pass at Belmore ? Yes.
850. Are they large or small holders ? Nearly all large holders. ’
851. Would they be willing to give their land free ? From the Burwood Boad I think nearly everyone
has promised to do so, with very few' exceptions. “
852. Do you know the country between Marrickville and Burwood Boad ? I know the line after passing
Canterbury, but not so well between Marrickville and Canterbury. °
853. Is it suitable for suburban population from Canterbury to Burwood Boad ? Eminently suitable. I
think it reaches an elevation after passing the Burwood Boad of 190 feet. ‘
854. Would the people there be well served by tramways from the station on the Western Line? A
tramway would not suit the convenience of the people at all. It would be suitable for street traffic up to 
a distance of 5 miles from where goods would have to be carried—and a large quantity would be 
required for the district—it would not be suitable. '
855. A tramway could not be made to serve the various districts as well as a railway ? I think not. It
is too slow for one thing. .
856. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] What is your occupation? Hone. I am a Civil Service pensioner.
857. You were formerly in the G-overnment Printing Office ? Yes.
858. And are now living on your pension at Belmore ? Yes. .
859. What is the general character of the occupation of the people who live out there ? It is the usual 
mixed population. There are some commercial men and some professional men there, and there is also 
the working class.
860. What are the callings of the working class who obtain employment in the district ? Yarious ;_
market-gardeners, wood-cutters, poultry-farmers, &c. ’
861. How far is Belmore from the Illawarra Line ? 34 miles from the nearest point.
862. Why do not the buses run to that line instead of Sydney ? It would be rather an expensive journey.
Hurstville is the most central station, and the fare -would be 7d., and if you add 34 miles by ’bus to that 
you make the fare expensive.
863. What is the ’bus fare from Belmore to Sydney ? Is.
864. Do you think they would charge more than 6d. to go to the Illawarra Line ? I think they would 
charge 6d., but you must take into consideration it is a very bad road. In ordinary weather it is difficult 
to get along it, and in bad weather it is almost impassable.
865. H the line were constructed to Burwood-Boad would it serve the people of Belmore? It would 
serve them to a certain extent. If it were to run through to Liverpool it would serve them better.
866. But it will not go through Belmore ? No ; it only touches Belmore.
867. And you would still have a ’bus ride to reach the railway ? Yes, of 1J or 2 miles.
868. Then you would be very little better off than now in regard to the Illawarra railway if you had a 
good road to the Illawarra Line ? Yes, wTe would. It is across country there.
869. Have you noticed that a number of brickworks have stopped operations out towards Canterbury ?
I believe some towards Croydon have stopped work. J '
870. What is the reason for the stoppage? Dullness in trade—buildings are not going on to such an
extent aud competition with large factories on the different railway lines. 871.
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> W. 871. What is the population which will he served by this line of railway from Marrickville to Burwood 
D Arrietta, pjoa(jp 6,000, and it would increase to a great extent in a very short time. _ _

872. Dr. GarranIf the railway were taken to the 9-mile point instead of stopping at the 8-mile point, 
21 Nov 1889. ^ would suit Belmore much better? Certainly; and it would suit the pumping station for the Hurstville

’ and the southern suburbs water supply, which will be at Belmore, as it would save the G-overnment 
haulage in fuel.
873. Would the 9-mile point be a good place for stopping? Tes ; it is fairly level land. I would not 
advocate putting it a mile further on. I would rather see it go through the whole distance or stop at 
Burwood Boad.
874. Do you think there would be any advantage in the 9-mile over the 8-mile ? It would suit the Bel
more district, which has a population of 400.

30 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

Mr_ Mr. Charles Moves, sworn and examined :—
C. Moyes. §75, Yice-Ohairman.~\ Where do you reside ? At Marrickville.

876. How long have you lived there ? Between twenty-nine and thirty years.
21 Nov.,1889. you must pe 01ie 0f ^he early residents ? Tes ; one of the originals.

878. Tou have seen the progress of the district during the time you have lived there ? Tes.
879. What was the land worth an acre when you first went there? I have bought land at £40, £80, and 
£400 an acre at that time, and I have seen land sold at £5 and £10 an acre. It realizes now £900 and 
£1,000 an acre.

■ 880. What is the ordinary price of land in the district now ? About £700 or £800 an acre.
881. Do you knoiv the course of the proposed lino to Burwood Boad ? Tes.
882. Do you think it would be a desirable route to take for a railway ? Tes ; as far as I know. I do 
not suppose there is anything else but the land which has been marked.
883. Do you think the * population there and the trade would be sufficient to justify the Government in
constructing a railway from Marrickville to Burwood Boad ? I think so. _
884. Is the country well suited for residences ? It is.. There are many residences now going up in 
anticipation of this line. Within half a mile of my own place there are over thirty new houses going up, 
and they are not small places, but nice villas.
885. Do you live in the thickly populated part of Marrickville or further on—how near the tramway
terminus ? I live about half a mile from the late terminus. _
886. Tou think population would increase largely with additional railway accommodation ? There is not 
the least doubt of it. It is increasing now in anticipation of it. I do not know what it will be after
wards.
887. Do you think it would be likely for any industries to spring up which would give employment to 
numbers of people ? Possibly on the banks of the Cook’s Biver. I do not think there would be many 
on the higher lands.
888. Are there any tanneries out there? Hot at present. •
889. Have there been any ? Ho.
890. There were several brick-yards ? Tes.
891. Any other industries ? Ho.
892. Any market-gardens ? Tes ; market-gardens, and dairies, and the like of that.
893. Poultry-farms ? Tes.
894. A great number of people attend the Canterbury races ? Tes.
895. Aud this proposed line would give great facilities for them to go backwards and forwards ? Certainly, 
and much cheaper. It is very expensive to get from Sydney to Ashfield, and then from Ashfield to the 
racecourse.
896. It is regarded as a sort of inconvenience that you have no better communication ? Certainly.
897. Where you reside is some distance from the tramway ? Half a mile.
898. Would you sooner have railway than tramway communication? Certainly, the tramways are not 
suited for long distances.
899. They stop too frequently I suppose? Tes.
900. They give accommodation to the people along the tramway as well as at both ends ? Tes.
901. When a tram is actually going it travels almost as fast as the railway ? Tes ; the ’buses will compote 
with the tramway. Tou can go straight in from Canterbury Boad to Sydney sooner by a ’bus than you 
can come round by Marrickville in a tram.
902. The tram stops at the corner of every street ? Tes.
903. The intermediate traffic would not be met by a tramway the same as by a railway ? Certainly.
904. Mr. Triclcett.What part of Marrickville do you live in ? What is called the Green Bank estate.
905. Is the tram service of no use to that portion of Marrickville ? It is, because people have to come 
across from Arncliffe and take the tram. That is a mile beyond where I live. There are no ’buses 
now. They have given up running from the place ; therefore the people have to come a long distance to 
get into Sydney.
906. I understand this railway is not to serve Marrickville so much as the district further on ? Tes ; the 
district further on. Of course it would be a great advantage to the .western portion of Marrickville. 
Half of Marrickville would be served by the railway. Marrickville consists of about 2,000 acres, with a 
population, according to the last municipal list, of over 10,000. There will be close on 11,000 at the 
present.
907. Would these people wmlk to the Marrickville station or expect to get in somewhere else? They 
would go to the nearest station. Of course there will be stations every mile, I supjjose, along the route.
908. How far is that part of Marrickville which the tram does not serve from the present Marrickville 
station. About a mile from where I live. Then there is another mile through to the boundary of 
Canterbury. All that district would fall in with the proposed rail way.
909. Do not you think a train would compete with the tramway and reduce the revenue of the tramway ? 
I do not think it. The tramway turns more to the right. The proposed lino would branch off to the 
west, so that I do not think it would compete, unless for a very short distance, where it branches off.
910. Then you think that the proposed line would add to the revenue of the railway without decreasing
the present tramway revenue ? Certainly. 911.
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911. Mr. O’Sullivan.’] Tour objection to the tramways appears to be that they lose so much time in ^■r-
stopping at every street ? That is one of the objections. M°yes-
912. Do you think a system of through trams, which would save a large amount of time, would serve the 21Nov~1889
districts to which it is proposed this railway should be taken ? TSTo ; it would be a great mistake to put '
on tramways at all along our streets out to the suburbs. Tou must begin to give some better .accommo
dation than tramways, which might suit a few passengers. In a district like this, you must expect there
would be a large amount of produce to carry. As soon as you go to Canterbury you come to what ought 
to be a manufacturing district.
913. What manufactures are carried on there ? A large manufactory has been stopped simply because 
they could not pay carriage to town. I have been informed of a syndicate ready to start a large brick 
factory and pottery works if it were not for the cost of carriage. As soon as this line is decided upon 
there will be large companies that will start pottery works in that district. .
914. Tou are aware that a number of brick-kilns have stopped ? Mostly all. They are what we call
hand-manufacturing brick-works. ”
915. Why have they stopped ? Because they cannot compete with the present process of making bricks 
by machinery.
916. One of the arguments raised in favour of the line is that it will take a residential population out 
there; it will therefore be a passenger line? Tes, to a great extent; but why should there not be 
factories established along Cook’s Biver as well as other places.
91/. But this line will not serve the banks of Cook’s Biver beyond where it crosses? It will, where it 
crosses.
918. But it will only feerve one point ? Tes; hut still a large company would soon run a branch to their 
place of business from this line.
919. Between Sydney and Bondi there is a population of over 40,000 and that is entirely served by tramway ?
Tes ; because they have nothing else. It is a great improvement on omnibuses, but still that would not 
serve this place you have mentioned like a railway.
920. Tou will understand you are alread}r served on each side by railways; you have the western 
suburbs line on the one side and the Illawarra line on the other ? Tes ; if you walk 6 miles to each of 
them.
921. Supposing a tramway ran from Marrickville up to Belmore on one side, or a tramway from Ashfield 
to Canterbury Park,—would not this serve the greater portion of the passenger traffic ? It might assist 
the passenger traffic, but it would give no encouragement to industries to settle along there. Even then, 
people would not be satisfied ; they are not satisfied now with the tramway.
922. Ton understand we have already made a mistake in running a tramway to Marrickville and Dulwich 
Hill which competes with the railway line ? No ; it does not compete with it.
923. Does not it compete as far as Marrickville with the Illawarra line ? It might as far as Marrickville 
station, because that is on the borders of St. Peter’s. The Marrickville line is on the west of it.
924. At what do you estimate the population in the district to he served by the proposed line of railway ?
In the Canterbury and Marrickville districts, I should say there will he about 11,000 who would benefit 
specially by the railway. ’ '
925. Do you think the State would he justified in constructing this line of railway, notwithstanding that 
the people are to a certain extent served by the Illawarra line on the one side and the western suburbs 
on the other ? Certainly; I do not think there is a better district for settlement than that round by 
Canterbury and the western portions of Marrickville, which are lying in wild hush at the present time. ’
926. What was the population from Marrickville up to Burwood Boad twelve years ago? Twelve years 
ago I think there were 500 or 600 or 1,000. I know that twenty-five years ago there were only 500 or
600 inhabitants in Marrickville. - ^ ^ s j .
927. Including Canterbury and Belmore and the country along the proposed line of railway, you say there
were only 500 people there twelve years ago ? Between that and twenty years ago, I do not think there 
were more than between 500 and 1,000. ■ ''
928. And you say that population has increased in thirteen years to about 12,000 ? I believe it has. The
increase in Marrickville alone has been very great, and there has been very great settlement in the 
Canterbury district. ‘
929. And that leads you.to believe that there will he a still greater increase if the railway is constructed 
there ? I am certain of it from the amount of land that has been sold. A great many have bought there 
for the purpose of building. The scheme has been going on for eight years, and people have been waiting 
for it.

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—EAILWAY P110M MAEkICEYIELE TO THE BUEWOOD EOAD. 31

Mr. Joseph James Cooper sworn and examined:—
930. Vice-Chairman.] Tou live on the other side of the Burwood Boad ? Beyond the Burwood Boad. Mr.
931. What is the name of your place ? Starland. J. J. Cooper.
932. How far is that from the proposed terminus at the Burwood Boad ? About 4 miles. ----- A—
933. Do you know the routes which have been proposed between Sydney and Eiverpool ? Some portions 21 Nov., 1889.
of them. .
934. Do you know this line which is now accepted as the most desirable one of the three or four sub
mitted? Not the Sydney end.
935. Do you know the other end ? Tes.
936. Tou think it is a desirable course for a line to take ? I think it is a mistake. It is the first point 
of a line which will run into a bog.
937. And which is the one you think, more desirable ? The one selected by Mr. Hindman, a resident 
engineer, and known to the Department as the Lansdown survey, up on the watershed.
938. That is the line that goes through Bankstown ? They both go through Bankstown, hut one is more 
central between the two lines of railway and the two rivers.
939. Would this line, if constructed to the Burwood Boad, give much accommodation to the residents in 
the part of the country you reside in ? None whatever.
940. Tou would not use this line ? We could not, however desirous.
941. What means of communication have you now ? Auburn railway station. That is 4 miles from
my residence—Liverpool Road; some say it is 5 miles. ‘
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J J "'cooler ®-ow ^ar 'would it be from your place to the Burwood Boad ? Four miles as the crow flies ; about 
' ‘ 5 miles, I presume. * _

2L Nov.jlSSO. ■*-s ^lere a direct road leading to it ? Xot from Baukstown.
044. Do you think it will be in the in tv rests of the Government or the public to construct this lockspitted 
line from Marrickville to Burwood Boad? So far as the other people are concerned, there is no doubt of 
it, but in the interests of Bankstown and Campbell Hill and outlying .portions which require railway 
communication, none whatever.
015. They would still be a.s badly oil as ever for communication ? Every bit.
946 Ts there a large population about Bankstown now ? I sent into the Works Department some time 
ago a return of the estimate of the population; I think I made it 5,000.
947. Mi-. O'Sullivan.'] You are an old resident out Bankstown way ? Hot very old; I have been there
about fifteen years. ’
948. How iar do you reside from the proposed site of the terminus ? About 5 miles.
949. The people in your vicinity will not be served by the Burwood Boad railway ? Ho.
950. Do you think the proposed liue to Burwood Boad would be the route best suited to the majority of 
the population? 1 am not prepared to say, so far as Marrickville or Canterbury is concerned. 1 do not 
know how the population stands to the east, or north, or south; but so far as the country behind this 
line is concerned, it would be better north.
951. You have been given to understand that the Bailway Commissioners have reported adversely against 
the line between Marrickville and Liverpool? More is the pity, because the Commissioners’ statement is 
tar from being consistent. Their knowledge is far too limited to be able to report fairly on the railway.
952. That being so. do you think the State is justified in constructing the railway from Marrickville to 
Burwood Boad ? To answer that, I should need to state that, under some circumslances, it might, as far 
as population goes, serve the interests of the district; but when it is part of a project which has been 
agitated for for seven or eight years, it would be an injustice to the country to stop there.
958. Which line do you say would best suit the convenience of the people along that route? The 
Lansdown route, would serve all the districts right through, and it would keep to the land where there is 
no fear of inundations.
954. Ts that the most northerly of the proposed routes ? It is the medium one.
955. How do you reach Sydney now—ria Bookwood ? Yes. ’
956. So far as you and the people round you are concerned, the main line would be quite as useful as this 
proposed line ? Yes.
957. Mr. Ti -icJce.lt.] Do you object to the line from Marrickville to Burwood Boad onlv because it does 
not go on further? I will not say I object to the line ; because if the Government see fit to build it, by 
all means let them do so.
958. You think it would bo a good thing to construct the line from Marrickville to the Burwood Boad for 
the purpose of getting the traffic of that portion of the country ? I should think there could be no two 
questions about that, so iar as the traffic is concerned from Canterbury' to Marrickville.
959. What is your opinion ? Where there is a population I should say most decidedly take the railway ; 
but as part of what wc have been agitating for during seven years, I think it is a wrong thing to make a 
false start.
960. You sayr that Burwood Boad—the terminus of this proposed line—is 5 miles to Bankstown;—that 
is by road I suppose, because on the plan it is shown, as the crow flies, to he only 3 miles ? It is more 
than 8 miles; it is fully 5 miles. .
961.. In a straight line ? I do believe it is, from Upper Bankstown.
962. Then if it is shown as 3 miles on the railway plan it is a mistake ? Yes. ■
963. Mr. Jhimphery.] Have you followed the railway line .as marked on the plan? Ho ; I have a map I 
obtained from a Government officer.
964. Are we to understand that you have no objection to the line as portion of the Liverpool loop-line, 
but you object to it stopping short at Bankstown ? It is my principal, but not my only reason.
905. You object to the route ? Yes ; in the interests of the localities and the country.

• 966. What is your objection to the route? It is a deviation from a more direct line, which can be made
to better advantage, not only to the localities concerned, but to the Government.
967. Do you mean a more direct route to Liverpool can be obtained ? Most decidedly, unless you are 
going to zig-zag about in the manner shown on these plans.
968. Mr. Dowel.] Arc you fairly acquainted with the route from Marrickville to Burwood Boad ? 
Only on paper.
969. You have no knowledge of your own in regard to the population settled on that route from Marrick
ville to Burwood Road ? Ho ; beyond that I have travelled about it, and I see it is very thickly settled.
970. Do you know Canterbury ? Sufficiently well to say yes. I drive through it occasionally.
971. Is there a considerable population? Yes. It is a great shame they have not had railways there 
long ago.
972. Do you know Parkestown ? Ho.
9753. Do you know Kingsgrove ? I have been through it.
974. Ts there a settled population there? Very fair and rising ; it only wants a railway.
975. Do you know Moorefield ? I know the outer parts.
976. Ts it a settled district ? I am not sufficiently acquainted with it to answer.
977. Do you know Belmore ? Yes ; I drive through Belmore Boad occasionally.
978. Is there a considerable population ? A scattered population.
979. From your knowledge of that particular country, is it likely the population would increase if it had 
railway communication ? Without a doubt.
980. Do you think those places would be served by this particular line from Marrickville to Burwood 
Boad ? Ho.
981. Hone of those places would he served by the line ? Ho.
982. Hot Canterbury, where it passes right through ? Canterbury would.
93 1 But none of the places to which I have referred ? Belmore, Moorefield, and Kingsgrove would not 
be what I should consider sufficiently benefited.
98 L What distance would they be from the railway ? Portions of it 2 and 3 miles away.
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985. And some much closer ? Tes ; and some further.
986. Have you been over the staked-out road? I have, over the far portion.
987. I mean between Burwood and Marrickville ? No.
988. Do I understand you to say that the places to which you have referred would be served if this par
ticular line were constructed ? I am not referring to Bankstown.
989. But from your knowledge of the localities and the surroundings do you consider these places would 
be served—Canterbury, Bankstown, Kiugsgrove, Moorefield and Belmore—by the construction of this 
line ? Part would. As far as Canterbury is concerned it 'would, I should imagine, but these outlying 
parts—Belmore, Kingsgrove, and Moorefield—would not be served, because they are beyond it.
990. Would they not be served better than they are at present ? It would be somewhat nearer to them 
certainly than what it would be to Bankstown.
991. What is the class of country between Marrickville and Burw'ood Boad—is it fairly good for residen
tial purposes ? Tes ; and good for agricultural purposes too.
992. And m all probability a large population at some time will be settled upon it ? As soon as ever the 
railway is there.

Mr.
J. J. Cooper.

21 Nov., 1889.

The Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon.

TUESDAY, 26 NOVEMBER, 1889.
' ^rrsrnt:—

The Honobable JOHN PACKET (Yice-Chaieman).
Andrew Garran 
Frederick Thomas Humphery. 
William Joseph Trickett.

John Hurley, Esq.

James Ebenezee Tonkin, Esq. 
William Springthorpe Dowel, Esq. 
Edward William O’Sullivan, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Bailway from Marrickville to the Burwood Boad.

Henry Deane, Esq., Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Bailways, sworn, and further examined :—
993. Dr. Garran7\ I understood you, on a previous occasion, to say that the line as now staked, was laid H.Deane,Esq.
out by Mr. Whitton as straight as possible, with the view of making it the shortest line between the two , —. a ^ 
points? Tes. _ _ _ 26Nov., 1889.
994. I presume the idea, then, to have a loop-line as a line for saving distance was the dominant considera
tion ? It was a main consideration. I do not know about its being the dominant consideration.
995. Wbat I mean is, that the straightness of the line was determined on with a view to shortness, and 
not after a study of the contour of the country ? It was with a view to shortness.
996. And would a close study of the contour of the country show that slight deviations from that straight 
line would result in a considerable saving of works ? Tes. I have gone into that question, and I find 
that it certainly would be so.
997. Without increasing the whole distance by how much ? I could not say exactly how much, but I 
should think it would not be more than 25 or 30 chains.
998. On the whole distance between St. Peters and Eiverpool ? . Tes ; certainly not half a mile.
999. How mqch saving in money do you think would result with the same grades ? I estimated that, by 
altering the grades, a saving of something like £78,000 on the whole cost of the line to Liverpool could 
be effected ; that is to say, a saving on the revised estimate of £308,000, but the line would cost £230,000.
I should think, without further going into the matter, that if the same grades were preserved as we have 
at present, or even with 1 iu 100, about half that amount would be saved—say £40,000. .
1000. On the 4^ miles ? Tes ; that is to say, that a line half a mile longer, but twisted about slightly, 
with a ruling grade of 1 in 100, about £40,000 could be saved on the whole estimate.
100L. That is to say, you put it thus: “ Belease me from the necessity of going quite straight, and I can make 
a line which will save £40,000, and not be half a mile longer ”? Tes; with the same grades. If you 
allow me to put in steeper grades (say) 1 in 66,1 am of opinion that £78,000 could be saved.
1002. Tou are aware that the Commissioners of Bailways rather disparage this line as a main traffic lino ?
Tes.
1003. And supposing their view be correct, and we have to regard it mainly as a suburban line, there is 
no such very great importance in running it quite straight ? No.
1004. And we might as well save the money in construction ? That is my opinion.
1005. Tour modified line would be as easy to work? Tes. •
1006. And as convenient for the district? It would certainly be an easy line to work. In two cases 
where we have 30-chain curves, I would put in 20-chain curves, and that radius is by no means 
objectionable.
1007. Would those curves be objectionable for heavy through traffic ? No. They are not so good for 
running over as curves of a larger radius, but we have curves of very much smaller radius on the mainline.
1008. Have you any curves of smaller radius on the line between Liverpool and Sydney at present ? I 
believe not.
1009. Nor as small? I could not say without referring, but I should not think that there are any less 
than 30 or 40 chains.
1010. If this is to be a loop-line to concentrate the general traffic, we ought not in any possible respect
to have it worse than the existing line, either as regards gradients or curves ? No ; it would be well to 
adhere to the same conditions. -
1011. Therefore, if possible, we ought not to-have any sharper curves or stiffer gradients? I think the 
gradients are of more importance than the curves. I do not think that 20 chains would be at all 
objectionable.
1012. Not for the modern rolling stock? No. •
1013. I notice you have only one gradient of 1 in 90 on the whole of the line ? Tes. ’
1014. That is rising from Cook’s Biver ? Tes. .
1015. If that one could be cut out we should have nothing worse than 1 in 100 the whole way ? Tes.
1016. What expense would it be worth while to go to, in order to cut that out? I would cut it out 
without expense by lengthening the line slightly.
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H. Deane, 1017. You think you could do that? Yes ; I am sure.
1018. The last time you were here, or on a previous occasion, or in one of your papers, you stated it had 

26Nov 1889 b®611 cons’dercd, hut it was not thought that the expense would be justifiable ? Yes; that is, preserving
' the same line.

1019. By an extra cutting ? Yes. _
1020. By a slight detour you could do that without an extra cutting ? Yes. If the directness of the 
line is not such a consideration as hitherto, I believe it would be better to cross the Canterbury Boad on 
the Sydney side of the bridge and cross the rivgr in the bend here {pointing to the map^. There would be 
no valuable property to go through, and then we could start up in the direction of the point where the 
line cuts through the Burwood Boad; we could keep lower down, and avoid the rather large cuttings 
there are about seven miles from Sydney, and we could utilize the whole, or nearly the whole, of that 
length for rising to the 8-mile summit.
1021. Would you be out of flood reach at the river banks ? Yes. _
1022. And would the bend be as good a crossing-place ? I believe it would; in fact, it would be about 
square with the river, and therefore better in that respect. The line crosses the river on the skew.'
1023. Then you take 2 miles to make your rise instead of 1 ? About li miles I should say. We should
not rise till a quarter of a mile from the river. ... .
1024. What you would lose in expense by a slight increase of length you would gain by diminution in
cuttings and embankments ? Yes. _
1025. So the whole result would be no increase of cost on the capital account ? No ; it would be a saving. 
I have examined this line also ou the plan. We have cross sections ; the straight line being diverged a 
little to the left, between 8 and 8| miles, we could get a higher ground and make a better line. There are 
large and easy curves, which would make a slightly longer lino.
102(j. The further deviations would not be to avoid gradients, but simply to avoid cuttings? Yes.
1027. I understand that your revised line is a cheaper line and very slightly longer? Yes. I would
like to make a correction: That £78,000 which I mentioned includes the saving of the bridge by going 
round the bend of George’s Biver by Landsdown Creek. I think you will find it mentioned in my report 
that I propose by laying out the line in that way to save £78,000. That line would go round the bend of 
George’s Biver, and avoid the crossing of the river itself and would cross the Landsdown Creek. Half 
of that saving would be due to earthworks and half of it to bridges, so that by no amount of alteration in 
the centre line do I consider you could effect a saving of more than £40,000. If you adhere to the same 
gradients as we have at present, instead of the 1 in 66, of course the saving would be considerably less. I 
do not think that it would be more than half, so that the figures I gave a short time ago should be divided 
by two. _ _
1028. Then how much do you think we should save on the 4J miles we have now under consideration—■ 
how much of the £40,000 ? I think vve should save about £8,000.
1029. And at the same time get an improved gradient ? Yes.
1030. And so far as gradients are concerned—we would make this line, if it went through Liverpool, as

‘ good as the existing line from Granville to Sydney, and better than the line from Granville to
Liverpool ? Yes.
1031. Because I understand you that from Granville to Liverpool we have a grade of 1 in 66 ? . Yes. .
1032. Your revised line would have a better gradient for heavy traffic than there is on the existing line 
from Liverpool to Sydney ? It would be a better graded line.
1033. And not worse for curves ? Except the 20-chain curves. I do not think that there are any 20- 
chain curves on the existing line. But curves of 20-chain radius are by no means objectionable. You 
can run round without slackening speed.
1034. The curves would not be objectionable for through traffic ? No. _
1035. In one of your printed papers, you expressed your opinion that this line ought to go on to the 9-mile 
post ? Yes, I believe that myself.
1036. You still hold that opinion ? Yes, I do.
1037. At the 8-mile we do not very much accommodate the Belmore people do we ? No.
1038. And they were really the first to start this railway movement I believe ? Yes.
1039. And are rather left out in the cold ? Yes. The extension of the line to the 9 miles would serve them.
1040. And would be a slight advantage I suppose to the Bankstown people? I should think it would.
1041. So far as existing population goes, Bankstown is really the most westerly point on the line where 
there is anything like settlement ? There is no centre of population further west.
1042. If we do stop at 8 miles, I presume it is almost a matter of certainty that we shall have to extend 
to Bankstown within a very few years ? Yes.
1043. You do not think it is worth while to do that at once ? I would recommend to go as far as the
Punch Bowl Boad—that is about 9 miles. -
1044. At once? Yes, to serve Belmore.
1045. Would that be a difficult mile—from 8 to 9 ? As the line is at present laid out there is one heavy
cutting just at 9 miles, but by the slight windings I recommend a good deal of the earthworks could be 
cut out. .
1046. Is there a good place for a terminal station near the 9-mile post ? Yes. It would be just beyond 
the 9 miles—between what is called here Wiley’s lane, and the Punch Bowl Boad.
1047. In fact, at the junction of the Punch Bowl Boad, and the road that goes to Tom Ugly’s Point? I 
believe so.
1048. That would make as good a place for temporary terminal purposes as the one now marked ? 
Yes.
1049. Mr. Humphery.How far west of the lock-spitted line would be the proposed deviation between 
Canterbury and the 8-mile peg? Just beyond the crossing of the river, it would be 15 chains north. 
The line runs from east to west. Prom there it converges and joins again at 8 miles.
1050. What increase of length of the line would that give between Canterbury and the 8-mile peg? I could 
not tell you as the line of course is not determined. This is only a sketch. But it would not make very 
much difference.
1051. Can you say approximately ? I do not think there would make more than 7 or 8 chains difference 
in the length.
1052. It would be inappreciable ? Yes.
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105§. Have yon any estimate of the probable saving between those points ; I presume the cost of the line 
between Marrickville and Cook’s River will not be affected;—will it ? Yes ; I should adopt the same 
principle between Marrickville and Cook’s River. I should alter the line slightly. 26Nov 1889
1054. What do you think the increase of length would be over the whole line between Marrickville and ’’ '
the 8-miles peg? Not more than 10 chains, I should think.
1055. Estimating the cost of the line at about £20,000 per mile, that would be an increase of cost of-
£5,000? No; £2,500. ^
1056. What do you estimate the saving would be between those points ? £8,000, I think I said.
1057. That would be less £2,500 ? No ; I would take the whole saving as £8,000.
1058. And the grade not greater than 1 in 100 ? Yes. ,
1059. Mr. Tonkin?^ Would this deviation in any way affect the serving of the traffic? No ; I do not
think it would be any worse. I think you would serve the traffic equally well. ' ' ~
1060. Do you know whether there is any difference in the cost of construction of the three routes—that 
is to say, the line we inspected yesterday and the other two lines that have been surveyed—one to the 
north aud the other to the south of this proposed line ? The country is very much of the same character.
I believe the one to the south would be the most expensive line if the same gradients were adopted. It 
was laid out with grades of 1 in 60.
1061. That is the one that would go through Belmore ? Yes.
1062. That would be the most expensive line of the three ? Yes, if 1 in 100 were adopted as the ruling 
gradient.
1063. What about the one to the north—the line that goes through Bankstown ? • It would be very 
much of the same character.
1064. It would be quite as costly as the proposed line—this lock-spitted line? Yes, it goes through the 
same kind of country.
1065. Then, if there has been a statement made by any witness that the line we are investigating would 
be the most expensive line in construction, that is not correct? No, that is not correct. Of course you 
understand that the line is laid out; but taking the route generally, it is not necessarily the most 
expensive route. If you take a straight line and put on certain grades you may have an expensive line.
This is an expensive line rather, but with the same general directions as economical a line could 
be made as on any other route. ■
1066. Supposing your deviations are adopted, you say that will be quite as cheap a line, if not cheaper, 
than either of the other lines ? Yes, it would ; I feel pretty confident about that.
1067. Mr. Humphery?\ And only 10 chains longer up to Burwood Road, and about mile longer 
from Burwood to Liverpool ? Yes.
1068. Vice-Chairman.'] Have you given any attention to the proposal to relieve the traffic of the main line 
by connection higher up the line towards Campbelltown ? Not very much.
1069. There was such a project, was there not ? Yes ; I remember seeing a plan with a project, but I 
have not got it here. It ran parallel, I think, with the southern line some few miles beyond Campbell
town.
1070. Is it your own opinion that it would be advisable to have a duplicate line from Liverpool to
Sydney ? 1 do not think there is any necessity for it.
1071. If you were called upon to give an opinion as to the propriety of constructing the line we are now 
considering, would you make provision, or, in considering the matter, have in view the question of 
ultimately taking the line right through? Yes, I should; because, as I think I pointed out the other day, 
this line, if once commenced, will certainly be pushed on till it gets to George’s River, and then the con
nection with the southern line across the river, I consider as a matter of course—only a question of time. ’
1072. With your information, would you feel that you were justified in recommending the line should 
cross the river twice, or would you go round the bend as you call it—north of the bend? I think I would 
cross the river twice, and make a direct line.
1073. You are aware of course that a considerable portion of that part of the George’s River where the 
two branches meet—the southern branch and the branch coming from Prospect or Landsdown Creek—is 
subject to floods ? Yes ; it is subject to floods.
1074. Have you records in your office of the highest flood level ? Yes; lately I sent a surveyor down 
there to examine the flood levels, because I was told that last May they had higher floods than ever 
before—during that very heavy rain in May.
1075. At what point was the flood level taken then, do you recollect ? When I accompanied the Minister 
for Works up to Liverpool, the Mayor of Liverpool, Mr. Taylor, told me that the flood level in May last 
was higher than it had ever been before.
1076. Was that at Liverpool ? Yes ; and in further conversation I had with him, I asked him if he would 
go through this portion of the line with a surveyor whom I would send, and confirm or otherwise the 
previous flood marks, and he was good enough to undertake to do so. I sent the surveyor down there, 
and we have the best information about it.
1077. Have you ever been informed that the residents in the neighbourhood of Warwick Earm had been 
taken from the roofs of their houses in flood time by men in boats ? I have heard very alarming 
accounts. Our present line keeps pretty well clear of floods ; I mean the one crossing the river twice.
1078. Do you recollect what position the railway would take near the junction of the Landsdown Creek 

• and George’s River ? The first line laid out went through a lot of flooded country. The line was laid
out afresh, so as to avoid that. On the present line there is very little indeed. ’
1079. It is the case that, in the project now before the Committee, provision is made for a single line 
only ? Yes.
1080. Do you recommend that as the best course ? I went entirely by the advice of the Commissioners.
I understood from Mr. Eddy that it would not be necessary to lay anything more than a single line, and 
so the estimate was reduced to that; but now I see that the Commissioners recommend a double line to 
be laid.
1081. Would that add to the expense very much? It would add about £20,000.
1082. Right through to Liverpool or only to the Burwood Road ? The Burwood Road. The other 
estimate is an estimate for a double line right through. It is only this portion of the line which is limited 
to a single line.
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H. Deane, 1083. Do you thin]:; that under any circumstances it would not be well to build bridges and culverts to 
accommodate a double line of traffic ? This £90,000 includes the double-line bridge over Cook’s River, 

everything else is for a single line. I should build any over-bridges for a double line. That would 
0T'’ ' not make very much difference. 4

1084. Mr. Hurley.~\ What grade can you obtain on that line ? 1 in 100. In that proposed saving, whore
I proposed to save £78,000 to make it as cheap a line as possible, the gradients would not be flatter than 
1 in 66.
1085. Dr. Oarran-I That is -where you speak of £230,000 ? Yes.

36 PARLTAMENTAHY STANMXG COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC -WORKS.

' W. Gr. Cameron, Esq., sworn, and examined :—
W. G. 1086. Mr. Triclcett^] You are acquainted, I believe, with the line known as the lock-spitted liue from 

Cameron, Esq. Marrickville to the Burwood Road ? Yes.
1087. Are you in favour of or against that line ? I am against the line.

26 Nov., 1889. pQgg_ From beginning to end P Erom beginning to end.
1089. Would you give the Committee your reasons for your opposition to that proposal ? I oppose the 
line for these reasons. I have no objection, aud there appears to be no objection, as far as the line goes 
in the direction of Canterbur}1-, until it comes to the Sugar-works.
1090. Then, up to the Sugar-works—from Marrickville to the Sugar-works you approve of the line;—is 
that so ? I approve of the line so far. Erom there it makes a divergence in the form of a fork or angle. 
It takes two different directions in crossing the river. The line you are considering crosses over a very 
dangerous part of the river, and I have just copied from the Sydney Morning Herald a statement that at the 
crossing where it is proposed to carry over the lock-spitted line, the line crosses within a few feet of a 
bridge which was once entirely under water.
1091. We would rather have your own views, in preference to what you get from newspapers ? I made a

' statement the other day when the Committee visited the site, and I was flatly contradicted, and I thought
I had better get the statement which had been published in the Herald. If you like I will read it.
1092. You object to the proposed line, first of all because at the crossing it is proposed to take, the line 
itself, would be liable to be under water ? Yes.
1093. What reason have you for stating that ? I saw the district during the time the boy was drowned.
1094. When was that ? On the 27th May, 1889. Some chains of lands on both sides of the river were
under water. _
1095. Was the portion of ground which the railway would occupy under water ? Every inch—from I 
suppose about 3 chains on one side of the river to at least 2 or 3 chains on the other side.
1096. Did you see that yourself ? Yes, with my own eyes. ' ’
1097. That was in the heavy rain in May last ? Yes. There is another disadvantage. That portion of the 
line near where it crosses the river also crosses two roads, which appears to be very objectionable.
1098. What roads? The main road, and a road leading to the settlement called Parkestown. The line 
crosses those two roads within a distance of 2 or 3 chains. In 1860 there was a house there, or in the 
immediate vicinity, and it stood 14 feet high.
1099. Stood where ? Within a few feet of the proposed crossing. That house was covered with water.
You will find that corroborated in the Herald of the 1st May, 1860. It gives the height of the house. 
It says :—“ At Canterbury there was a rise-----
1100. Is that a paragraph or a letter ? A paragraph. The circumstance was related to me by an eye
witness, and in order to fortify myself I made a search, and I found that the statements made to me by 
word of mouth were borne out.
1101. What does that paper say ? “ At Canterbury there was a rise in the river of some 15 or 16 feet,
the water reaching up to the roof of the round house—a building about 14 feet high. In all probability 
there would have "been fatal results had it occurred at night.”
1102. Was this house exactly on the same leve^as the railway, or was it lower? Where you proposed to 
carry the railway, I suppose the lower part of the house was about 3 feet lower than the present level of 
the road. 1 remember the house well. In passing the house an old resident pointed out the fact to me, 
and I wanted to make sure that there was truth connected with the statement, and I referred to the Herald, 
and found that the Herald corroborated the statement.
1103. That occurred in 1860 ? Yes.
1104. The last flood was in May, 1889? Yes.
1105. That was twenty-nine years afterwards ? Yes.
1106. Did you ever hear of any flooding of that portion during that interval ? No ; I do not think I 
have.
1107. Those are the only two occasions when you heard of this line which the railway would traverse 
being flooded ? Yes.
1108. What is your next objection to this line ? . My next objection is this : that it appears to be a land 
speculators’ line, as there is no settlement after it crosses the dam at Canterbury.
1109. That is the part you have just been speaking of ? Yes. There are certainly two or three houses ; 
but within a mile of the line, I suppose there are not more than—well, there is very little settlement.
1110. Can you give us the names of any localities there are after passing the dam, and before you reach 
the Burwood Road ? I do not know any localities actually. I know there are three or four very large 
estates that have been cleared, owned by large syndicates.
1111. Name one of them ? There is the Silver Park Estate—that is one.
1112. To whom does that belong ? I think it is advertised as the property of the Anglo-Australian Co.; 
and then there is another large estate, I suppose about half a mile to the east, called the Harcourt Estate; 
and there is another estate called the Kempsey Park Estate. I do not think that on all those large estates 
there are at the present time more than about a dozen persons.
1113. Where is Kingsgrove? That is on the other line altogether—on the other side of the Canterbury
Road, going to Belmore. ’
1114. Would that not be served by this line ? No. ■
1115. Why not ? Because it is too far distant from this line. .
1116. How far do you think it is ? I have been over all the line, and I should think that the nearest
point of Kingsgrove from it would be about IJ miles, 1117.
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1117. What about Moorefields and Belmore? This line leaves out Moorefields and Belmore. It is 1J G-
miles from Belmore township. In order to make thoroughly sure I walked the distance the other day. ^sa011’ 
Belmore contains a church and a public school; Moorefields contains two churches and a public school. A ' 
These places will be left out entirely if this proposed line be carried out. 26 Nov. 1889.
1118. It will not benefit them at all in your estimation ? I have no doubt it will indirectly, but will not 
confer on them any immediate benefit. The old settlement will be excluded from the benefits of this 
railway line, and a new form of settlement will have to arise on these large estates which are owned by 
these syndicates. The old settled districts have been entirely ignored; that is, Parkestown, Kingsgrove,
Moorefields, and Belmore. ’
1119. Do they lie to the south or the north of this lock-spitted line ? To the south—o,n the south side 
of the Canterbury Boad. There is a church at Parkestown, two at Moorefields, one at Kingsgrove, one 
at Belmore, and there is one Public School being enlarged at Belmore, but there is nothing of that sort 
on the line now being surveyed.
1120. Then do I understand you to say that you approve of a line to the north of this proposed line ?
Speaking in the public interests' I would not be prepared to state that a line would pay at the present 
time. ■
1121. Even if it were made through those centres of population you spoke of ? It might have some chance 
of paying, but the present line appears to me to have no chance of paying for some years, until settle
ment has occurred round the place.
1122. Do you not think that the people of those places would avail themselves of the railway in preference 
to their present mode of getting to the city ? There are many objections. The distance from the present 
railway is a very great objection. The road access is bad in the first place. Boads would have to be 
made to the railway, whereas on the other line roads run parallel with the other side of the line.
1123. I understand you are opposed to the line altogether—to the construction of this short length from 
Marrickville to Burwood Boad ? Tes. Another thing I ought to have pointed out is the succession of 
hills—the succession of cuttings and fillings up that would be necessary on this line. There appear to be 
none of these obstacles on the other line.
1124. Which line ? On the line not lock-spitted.
1125. That is the southern line ? Tes. The lock-spitted line is the northern line.
1126. Would you advocate a line being made to Burwood Boad along this southward route at the present 
time ? There would be more probability of the line paying. Ho doubt, as took place on the Hurstville 
line, settlement would increase.
1127. Tou think that the line if constructed to the south of the present lock-spitted line would have a 
better chance of paying than this line as marked out ? Tes ; because settlement has taken place there.
1128. Is the land more level and suitable for population ? The land appears to me to be of very much 
the same character, but the route that Surveyor Beil made seemed to have got over the difficulties of the 
rise ; there seemed to be a sort of gradual slope all the way. It seems to be a sort of flat. Tou do not 
encounter a succession of hills on Bell’s line as on the other line.
1129. Have you any property out there ? I have got some property on the extreme boundary between 
Hurstville and Belmore, on the boundary of Hurstville ; I am just between the two districts. "
1130. Then either line would serve your property, would it ? It does not make very much difference to 
me which line is adopted. The only line that would serve me, but which would not be in the public 
interests, would be the Hurstville line. I have no idea of supporting that, for I cannot see any chance of
its paying. ‘ '
1131. But taking these two lines we have been discussing—the lock-spitted and the more southern line— 
either of them would be as serviceable to you as the other ? No doubt Bell’s line would come nearer the 
property I own, but I am nearer to Hurstville.
1132. Would the southern line benefit your property at all ? Indirectly it would no doubt. .
1133. Would the lock-spitted line benefit your property ? No, not at all, except indirectly.
1134. We have been told that between Marrickville and the Burwood Boad a very large population is 
there now who would be benefited by this railway—who would avail themselves of it;—can you tell us 
what your opinion is as to the number of people who would at the present time be benefited if a railway 
were constructed from Marrickville to the Burwood Boad—who would avail themselves of the railway ?
Those that would be likely to avail themselves of the railway if it were constructed would be principally
the people in the vicinity of Marrickville and Canterbury. '
1135. Can you give us an idea of their number ? I think I am right in stating that in the whole of the 
municipality of Canterbury there are not more than 2,000 inhabitants, and that goes as far as Belmore.
1136. That is men, women, and children ? Tes. . .
1137. How many people would be benefited at Marrickville ? A goodly number. A considerable portion 
of Marrickville would be benefited.
1138. Some thousands ? Two thousand or three thousand, I suppose, but not more. They have now the 
tramway to Dulwich Hill and the railway passing through their district.
1139. Then going out from Canterbury to the Burwood Boad, can you give us any idea how many people 
there would be benefited ; there must be some ? No doubt. I do not suppose there are within a radius 
of a mile more than 1,000.
1140. A mile on each side of the line ? Tes. ‘Well, perhaps 2,000 or 3,000. I do not really think more
than that. ,
1140+. Two thousand about Marrickville, 2,000 about Canterbury, and 2,000 or 3,000 between Canterbury 
and Burwood Boad makes 6,000 or 7,000 people that would be benefited ? Tes, as far as my judgment 
goes now. The northern portion of Canterbury is now served, and the northern portion of Dulwich Hill 
is now served by the existing suburban line. Erom the top of the hill at Canterbury you can walk 
conveniently to the Ashfield station in ten or twelve minutes. 7 •
1141. Do you think this district will be a progressive one if the railway is constructed? The district is 
a very fine district; there is no doubt about that.
1142. Suitable for residential purposes ? Tes. Without regard to the rival routes I do not know of
any district more suitable for settlement within a near distance of Sydney. The sites are good, and the 
ground is of a very good character on all the rival routes. ,
1143. Tou have seen the rapid growth of population along the Illawarra line-? Tes.
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W. G. 1144. Do you think that this would within three or four years rival that? I hardly think that, because 
OX”* 111 Illawarra line—I was one of those who interested themselves in getting that line—they carried the 

line through the existing settled districts of Kogarah and Hurstville ; hut in this proposal you are leaving 
26Nov. 1889. out the settled districts and running through a district in which no settlement has taken place so far. 

’ There is settlement certainly in the southern slopes of Ashfield, Croydon, and Burwood ; but it would he 
far easier for people there to use the suburban line than the line you are dealing with. _
1145. If the line were proposed to he constructed to the south of the lock-spitted line, would you he in

■ favour of it? Well, I believe there would he more probability of the line paying.
1145^. I would sooner you gave me an answer if you can ;—would you be inclined to favour the con
struction of that line ? Tes ; I would rather than the other. I am not very enthusiastic about either. 
But I think there is more probability of that than the present line paying. .
1146. Tou think that would pay ? I think that in the near future it would.
1147. A lino to the south in the more settled districts you thiuk would pay in the near future ? Tes.
1148. Jlr. Tonkin.'] Do I understand you to say you are not in favour of the construction of either of
these lines ? No. I oppose the other on grounds I have endeavoured to indicate, because I consider it 
presents obstacles, not only of a dangerous, but also of a costly character—that is the crossing of a bridge, 
and the fact that it leads out to unsettled districts, and the fact of the cuttings and fillings up that are to 
be encountered in the line now lock-spitted. _
1149. Tour objection then is from a scientific point of view ? - And a commercial one as wrell.
1150. A professional point of view—in opposition to the Government Engineer ? N o. I only wish to
point out that, no matter how skilled an engineer may be in the science of engineering, natural contin
gencies may arise that the most skilled man may not be able to perceive. There is an enormous volume 
of water at the dam at Cook’s Biver. _ _
1151. Do you think that if the proposed line were constructed it would pay the Government working 
expenses ? No ;. I do not think it would.
1152. Do you think that either of the other lines would—Bell’s line, and the one to the north through 
Bankstown ? I hardly think the Bankstown line wmuld be likely to pay, and it is very questionable 
•whether the line known as Bell’s line would. But of the two rival routes, Bell’s line would be more 
likely to pay, inasmuch as the old settled districts are to be found on that line. _
1153. But you do not think that even that would pay ? Judging from the experience we have had on 
the Illawarra railway, I think it might pay. I do not consider that the settlement on the Illawarra 
railway w7as very much more than would be found on that line.
1154. Do you know' what the population of Belmore is ? It is not very great. I do not suppose it would 
be more than 200 or 250 souls. I am not prepared to say.
1155. And Moorefields? The population of Moorefields and Kingsgrove would probably, I suppose,be 
close upon 600 or 700.
1156. And Parkestown ? I do not suppose there are very many there. I do not suppose there are more
than about 50 or GO there. I am only giving you an approximation. .
1157. Those are the four places that would be’ served by Bell’s line, if that were constructed in preference 
to the proposed line ? Tes. There is a settlement from there up to the main road which I have not 
included.
1158. Would not that settlement be served by the lock-spitted line ? Indirectly, but not directly, as the 
people would have some distance to go to the line.
1159. Erom those places you mentioned—Belmore, Moorefields, Kingsgrove, and Parkestown—how do 
they get here ? They come by ’bus.
1160. All by’bus? I presume so. _
1161. Does that ’bus go through Canterbury ? It goes on the main Canterbury Boad.
1162. Then that is the direct route from those places into the Metropolis—by a portion of the route 
along which this proposed line will run ? This proposed line only passes over the lower portion of the 
Canterbury Boad, near the bridge.
1163. Have they to come from those places, even by ’bus, along the same route as this line will take ? 
They get on to the Canterbury Boad higher up—a mile or two miles further along. _
1164. The communication of those townships you have mentioned with the Metropolis is almost by the 
same route as that along which the proposed line would run—they have to tap that route somewhere, cross 
it somewhere ? Tes, you are quite right.
1165. They could not get to town any other way ? No.
1166. Then if this line is constructed, as proposed, it must serve them to some extent? No doubt, to a 
certain extent.
1167. But not so much as if it went by Bell’s line ? No, not so much.
1168. How far is it from Belmore to the nearest point of the proposed lock-spitted line direct ? By 
road about a mile and a quarter. In order to thoroughly satisfy myself, I went over the road on 
Monday.
1169. That is the extreme distance of the outside populace that would be served by the construction of 
this line ? That would be the distance to the settlement at Belmore.
1170. Ts Moorefields farther away from the line? Tes, I think it would be about a mile and a quarter, 
or a little more. Kingsgrove would be a little nearer.
1171. And Parkestown ? Both lines go very close to each other at Parkestown. It is not far from the
crossing at the dam. _
1172. Do you think that this line, if constructed, will be of any benefit as a line to relieve the traffic on 
the main line? That would be a question more likely to be answered to your satisfaction by tho railway 
authorities, but I may state that that was one of the strong arguments used originally in favour of the 
construction of this line—that it would relieve the traffic on the Liverpool line, and shorten the distance 
to the southern stations if it were constructed to Liverpool.
1173. Is your property at Belmore ? It is on the boundary between the Municipality of Canterbury and
Belmore—between Belmore and Hurstville. .
1174. AVhat distance would the property be from the proposed line—the nearest point of it? About
two and a half miles. _
1175. Would it be nearer than to the Hurstville line ? No. I generally go by Hurstville.
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1176. Tes, but this iine is not yet constructed; if this line were constructed what would you do? W. G.
I should go that way still. Cameron,
1177. Jf this line to Belmore were constructed would that affect your property? Indirectly. Esq.
1178. How far would you be from it then ? About a mile from Bell’s line. 26Nov^l889
1179. Tour opinion is, that there is not sufficient population there to warrant the Government in '
expending this amount of money in the construction of this line ? That is my opinion.
1180. And you do not think that the construction of the line would induce a sufficient population to 
warrant its construction—immediately, I mean ? Not at the present time, but no doubt it would ultimately.
1181. Do you think that the Dulwich Hill tramway would in any way serve instead of the line if it were 
extended ? I believe the tramway would serve the immediate requirements.
1182. Have you any idea of the amount of traffic from the intermediate portions—between the proposed 
terminus and Marrickville—at the present time—traffic by ’bus ? I have no conception—not to give 
you any basis to form a judgment.
1183. Do you know what is the Railway Department’s estimate of traffic on this line if it were constructed ?
I cannot tell you. So far as my judgment goes I think the Department would have to look for returns 
principally from passenger traffic. There are no manufactures of any character up there to speak of.
People that are settled in the little townships follow agricultural pursuits, but I do not think I know 
enough to justify me in making any statement in regard to traffic.
1184. Tou have no idea I suppose what the passenger traffic by ’bus now amounts to ? I cannot give 
you any idea of that.
1185. Mr. Hurley^] 1 suppose you have no other interest but the public interest when you say you are in 
antagonism to the construction of what is called the lock-spitted line ? None at all.
1186. Tou favour the construction of a line via Parkestown, Kingsgrove, Moorefields, and Belmore 
because of the population ? I look at the question this way : I believe there is a probability in the near 
future of that line paying simply because settlement has already taken place for many years past.
1187. On the principle that settlement has followed the construction of the Hurstville line is it not probable 
that the lock-spitted line will, after its construction, afford inducement to a large population to settle on 
the land you spoke of as belonging to syndicates ? I am prepared to admit that it must ultimately bring 
a settled population where the railway is run, and no doubt it is a very fine district.
1188. Are not the lands more suitable for settlement on the lock-spitted route than on the Illawarra line ; 
is not the laud more favourable up to Belmore en route to Liverpool than it is on the Illawarra line ?
Well, it is quite as much so I think—in every sense of the word.
1189. More favourable for residential purposes ? I do not say more favourable, but I think it is quite as 
favourable. On the Illawarra line you have a view of the ocean, which is an attraction, and which we 
have not on the other line, on which, however, you have landscape scenery, which counteracts that to 
some extent.
1190. Have you at any time advocated the construction of a line in that district? Tes, I have.
1191. Would you look at that map and point out what you advocated ? [ Witness indicated that he had
advocated the southernmost line of the three rival routes.']
1192. Why did you advocate that line ; I presume you advocated it at a time when you were a candidate 
for the electorate of Canterbury ? Tou are quite right, I did. But I advocated it before then and I will 
tell you why I like it less before the Committee now. If my memory serves me correctly, the 
Commissioners of Railways have made a statement that they can relieve the traffic on the southern line, 
and that they intend to do so by constructing a double line of railway from Liverpool. I think I am 
right in stating so ; and one of the strongest arguments put forward for the construction of this line was 
that it would relieve the traffic on the southern line to Liverpool. I understand, if it is not already com
pleted, that it is the intention of the Commissioners of Railways to double the line from Liverpool to 
Parramatta, and that lessens one of the strongest arguments in favour of the construction of this line— 
that it would save very considerably not only in mileage but in wear and tear of material.
1193. Therefore, you forego your previous advocacy of that line in public because of the proposal to 
double the line from Liverpool to Sydney ? I did not say a proposal; I think it is a fact.
1194. Tou forego your advocacy of that line ? I do not forego any advocacy, but I admit that there is a 
remote probability of the line paying. But at that time, when these conditions did not exist—when there
was a certainty of a considerable amount of wear and tear being saved on the Government railways_it
had a greater claim to advocacy than it has now, although I must admit that there is a probability of the 
lme_paymg, but not immediately; while there is less probability of the lock-spitted line paying.
1195. A short time ago you said, in answer to a question, that the line would serve land speculators who 
hold large areas of land do you know who they are ? I know, but I do not think that I would be justified 
in mentioning any names.
1196. Are you in personal antagonism with any of them ? Not at all; I bear ill-will to no man.
1197. That land is likely to be taken up by a number of persons; if these people had not seized on it 
that land now held by land syndicates or companies would be in the hands of a great number—is that not 
so ; it is land which people would have been induced to take up ? No, I do not think it is at all likely.
No settlement was begun on that land until it was known that this line was to be constructed. The land 
was in a virgin state, so to speak, until it was known that the survey had been made—not on Bell’s line, 
but on the other side of the road. Immediately that line was known to have been surveyed I know for 
a fact that certain large blocks of land were taken up. One was purchased by a certain building society 
of considerable proportions in Pitt-street, and it was rumoured that certain gentlemen in high political 
positions were interested, but you must not ask me to give the names.
1198. I shall want you to give us the names of those persons who occupied positions in high places. It 
is a matter of urgent necessity in the public interest that you should, if you are in possession of these 
facts, tell us who the persons are ? Tou must really excuse me from doing that; I do not think it is fair 
to ask me. It was stated to me; I heard that certain land transactions had taken place. I did state as a 
fact that I knew the land was at that time in what I might term a virgin condition.
1199. Do you, of your own knowledge, know persons who occupy positions in political life who hold any ■ 
interest in those syndicates ? One gentleman, whose name I do not wish to mention, was connected with
a certain building society, but whether he is now connected with it or whether he had any connection wth 
the transaction, I am not prepared to1 say.
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W. O. 1200. An ambiguous answer like that will not suit? I will give you any answer you wisli.
Cameron, 1201. I want the name of any person or persons, who hold any distinguished position in connection with 

politics, who are interested in the land to which you referred ? I am on oath, and would not be prepared 
26 Nov. 1889. to s'"'ear 1° any name, although I had heard it and have reasonable grounds for believing it. That is no 

’ reason why I should be prepared to swear to a thing as a fact. Thatwould hardly be considered evidence 
in a court of law, it being a matter of hearsay, although I have in my own mind sufficient grounds for 
belief.
1202. Do you think that it is fair to insinuate against persons holding positions, and that when you are 
off your oath, you are going to whisper that there is a number of persons holding distinguished positions, 
influencing the construction of a railway for their personal benefit ? Your are drawing an inference from 
what I have said.
1203. If 3rou will not give the names I have to draw an inference ? I am sorry you have to look at it 
from that point. I will state again what I said before, and you will perhaps see it more clearly. I say 
that when Bell’s line was originally surveyed a considerable amount of correspondence took place between 
those advocating it, and the Government Departments. Some time afterwards another survey, then 
known as Kennedy’s line, and now known as the lock-spitted line, was made. A great portion of the land 
through which the line would go was in a virgin condition so to speak. I know that certain land 
syndicates purchased after that survey was made, and I heard it stated that certain gentlemen that 
occupied a considerable position in public life had an interest, but the fact of my having heard it stated is 
not evidence. Unless I am prepared to make a statement directly, if it comes from a second party it is not 
evidence, but I am simply stating what I believe to be true. I have sufficient grounds for believing that 
to be true. I cannot swear it is true although I believe it is true. There is a great difference between 
sources of information. I merely give it as hearsay evidence. But as to the land being in that con
dition I am prepared to declare that as a fact, and this I know is a fact, that certain land syndicates 
whose names were put up in large letters—
1204. Vice-Chairman.'] The names of the syndicate ? Yes.
1205. "Where is that ? There is a large board stating that allotments will be sold by the Anglo- 
Australian Company, and I think there are other Companies.
1206. 3Ir. Hurley.] Do you belong to a land syndicate yourself? I did.
1207. On that line, or anywhere near it ? I do not belong to one. I have sold out.
1208. But anywhere in that vicinity ? No.
1209. Anywhere in that district? No, not in the district through which the line has been surveyed.
1210. JDr. G-arran.] I understand you to say that the whole of the district is suitable for settlement ? 
Yes, every inch of it.
1211. Is it your opinion that the construction of any one of these three competing lines would have the 
effect of settling a large suburban population ? In the future no doubt. There is no doubt about it.
1212. And so far as mere settlement is concerned for the future, one line has no particular advantage 
over the other ? In the future—well yes, my experience is that where settlement has taken place, if 
means of access to and from the metropolis are increased the settlement is far more likely to increase there 
than in a new place—that is to say, with equal natural surroundings.
1213. With equal surroundings, do you think that any new purchaser who is going to put up a house cares 
whether there happens to be somebody in the neighbourhood or not? From my own experience I would 
rather go where there are a few people about.
1214. Do you not think that elevation, drainage, soil, and so forth are the determining considerations? No 
doubt they are, and this is a very fine district, having every one of those advantages.
1215. Still the construction of any one of those three lines would have the effect of settling a population? 
In the future no doubt about it.
1216. Ten years hence I suppose that if either of the three lines were made the population would be ten 
times what it is now ? Not ten times, but a considerable increase.
1217. It is in evidence that this line was selected by Mr. Whitton and made by him as straight as possible ; 
with the view of its being a loop line, so the line before us comes recommended by the Department as Mr. 
Whitten’s line, and as the shortest line;—do you think that that is an advantage—to have the shortest line 
to Liverpool ? No, I do not; that is to say, the diflerence in the distance is of a very fractional character, 
and that would be more than counteracted by the obstacles to be encountered. That is to say, I 
believe the other line possesses fewer obstacles to construction than this does. I think the difference is 
only about i or a mile between the two routes.
1218. AYe are given to understand that Mr. Whitton’s .view was that any line would be good for a 
suburban line, and therefore that it would be best to make the line as straight as possible for a loop 
line, and to combine the two ; do you think it is possible to combine the two ? The most direct route of all 
■would be from Arncliffe, if that is the question the Government have in view.
1219. But there were engineering difficulties on the Arncliffe line that led to that being thrown aside ? 
Quite so.
1220. This we are told is a direct line, and it is a good suburban line is it not ? No doubt. It is a very 
fine district all through.
1221. If in ten years’ time the population will be ten-fold what it is now, should we not be right in 
looking rather to the prospective results than the number of inhabitants that are there at the present 
time ? Yes, and I think the prospective results likely to increase as much on the one line as on the other.
1222. If we choose this line on the ground of its directness, and it is also a good suburban line, is its 
directness not a reason why we should prefer it ? I should not do so, but of course you are the judges 
in the matter. It is a question of the cost of construction.
1223. I understand you to say you would determine the route out of regard to the present population ? 
I ivould be very inclined to do so.
1224. Yet you admit that the present population is not one-tenth of what the population will be ten years 
hence ? I am convinced of that.
1225. And ought we to .disregard the nine-tenths out of consideration for the one-tenth? I do not 
understand you.
1226. Ought we not to consider the population of the future rather than the present few' inhabitants ? I
am not prepared to give my opinion. Of course it is only a matter of opinion that it would be ten times 
as much in ten years. 1227.
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1227. Well, it will be a very great increase ? I think it would be considerable.
1228. Is there justification for deviating from the directness which Mr. Whitton prefers, simply out of
regard of the very limited population now existing in the district ? I think so, because you have a revenue *
to begin with at once. In the other case, you would have to wait until a population had settled from ortov^tcco 
whom revenue would be derived. y JNov.,1889.
1229. You think it is national policy to sacrifice the future for the present? I think that the probability 
is that the future will be affected as much by one route as by the other.
1230. We have it in evidence that the Belmore line will cost less than the present line ? I am not pre
pared to say it would, but am only taking what I think is a common-sense view of the situation—that a 
line going over level country would very likely be constructed more cheaply than a line going over a 
country with a succession of hills.
1231. But is not the level country lower country ? No ; it seems to be on the slope of the hill all the 
way up.
1232. What you call a succession of hills is good undulating country, is it not ? It is very fine country
all through. j j

1233. Undulating country is very good for residential purposes, naturally well drained, and easy to keep
the roads m repair ? Yes. ’ j v
1234. Then it is not against a suburban line to go through undulating country ? No. I am not saying
i ^ ^'s a nafural harrier, and expense must be incurred in overcoming those difficulties.
■Ann t are • that the P0Plllation.of Belmore is about 400, is that your estimate ? I hardly think it 
•S ^ SaW as less > hut all witnesses are placed at a disadvantage unless one can say what
is the population settled at a particular point. It all depends what radius you would include from that 
point. One might include a mile or two ; another might include a mile, and so make a calculation.
Unless you distinctly define what you refer to no doubt there will be a diflerence in the estimates of 
population.

r ^hing 400 as the maximum population of Belmore, would you sacrifice the straightness of
iU6 c T? aT.i.tlme for the convenience of those in the Belmore district ? There are other districts— 
i ^>ar^;es^own- Those are all districts where settlement has taken place.
1237. But the population there is but a handful compared with what the population will be in ten vears 
on any one of these lines ? No doubt; but my opinion is that the population is far more likely to settle 
where it is centred now, because we are strangely constituted. We are of a social character, and like to 
go where people are, and where we can make purchases of the necessaries of life.
1238. Is not the population now between Sydney and Hurstville ten times what it was before the Illa- 
warra line was made ? I do not think it is. .
1239. Well, how much increased? I can only at best give an opinion. It has increased very
considerably. J

I?ew population is enormously greater than the old ? There is no doubt about it.
1241. And in making a suburban line you do not think it is proper to consider the incoming population
as much as the existing ? No doubt about that. <= r i
1242. Mr. Dowel. \ Where do you reside ? At Drummoyne, on the Parramatta Biver.
1243. You do not reside in this district now under consideration ? No.
1 ^0Ui i1?"0 a VerT knowledge of the various routes proposed, and of the whole of the district
which would bo served by this particular railway now under consideration ? I have been over all the 
surveyed lines.
1245. You advocate anothOT route because at the present time a larger iiopulation exists at some other 
places you have named ? Yes, I did advocate it.
te24ur^°Ul<i n0t tWS locli:'spitted line pass Canterbury ? Yes. Both lines pass through Can-

124 /. Can you inform the Committee whether those other places to which you have referred would be likely 
to give anything like such large returns as might be expected from Canterbury and the surrounding 
district, and from visitors to the racecourse ? Both lines would be equally accessible to the racecourse” 
ihe crossings at Canterbury are within a few chains of each other—one crosses on the low and the other 
on the high land. The distance from the racecourse at Canterbury is only a matter of a few- chains 
+i ertn<ie f-*16 on® lme and other. As regards Canterbury, the one route is as likely to serve
the whole of the intermediate district of Canterbury as the other. The greatest difference between the 
that DeS at Cante • ry ls’ 1 tlunt, 4 or 5 chains ; there might be 6 chains, but I think not more than

1248. What advantages do you claim for this southern line in preference to the lock-spitted line ? Along 
settlement popu^atlon not oldy settled, but the land is of a better character and equally suitable for

^9:AreTtWeanylaJgeestates cutuP and surveyed for sale immediately between these two lines P 
JN ot tbat 1 am aware of. • '
•1250. Do you know the Harcourt Estate ? Not by name.
1i51' A3 tbere1an7 large f^tes on the line known as Bell’s line? I am not aware of any, but as to 
loro18iTere are ^arge hoards fronting the Canterbury Road which everybody must see in passing.

Yf11 yen P0lnt out where the house was to which you referred as being submerged some 14 or 
15 xeet t W ithm a chain of the bridge.

you aware that the engineers who designed the construction of the line have placed the level of 
the line 34 feet above the level of the banks, so as to take it entirely out of flood reach? I was not 
aware ot tnat.
1254. Can you give the Committee any information as to the difference in compensation that would be
out17 Thpowll!!lr8elf<in A TA t0 TA 1 y0U reAred ? TeS’ 1 am very &lad J011 have pointed that 
nf owliers °f la?4 °n the route known as Bell s route signed a document, and put it in the hands
of the Government Solicitor I think it was Mr. Williams—stating that they were prepared to give the 
land required for the construction of a railway to the Government free of cost, and that they were quite 
statement1811 a d°CUmellt when called upon to do so- 1 I have some documents to corroborate that

1255. Vice-Ghairman.] Did not that apply to the through line ? I ,am not quite sure. I know that was
35—11 signed
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W. G. signed with regard to Bell’s line. I think Mr. Wright was then Minister of Public Works. I saw the 
Pameron, document, and I know that correspondence took place between the Government Solicitor and the Com

mittee formed to advocate the construction of that line, and I know tbat a large number I think, with 
26 Nov. 1889. 0116 or ^'vo exceptions—signed a document promising to convey the land required for the construction ot

’ the railway to the Government, free of cost, if Bell’s route were adopted. . _
1256. Did I understand you to say that there was scarcely any difference in the quality of the country 
through which any of the lines would pass ? Making a general statement, I think the quality of the 
land in the district was equally good. It is very good land indeed on both routes. It is very fine land 
right on to George’s Eiver. It is a beautiful lovely district all through. _
1257. Did I understand that your principal contention at the present time is that on the route you favour 
there is a larger population that would be better served than by the present staked-out line ? Yes.
1258. Mr. ILumpliery-I What is the distance from the Burwood Hoad 8-mile peg to Belmore, on the lock-
spitted line ? I think about 2|- miles. _
1259. What is the distance of Belmore from the 8-mile peg, on Bell’s line—that is, south of the. lock- 
spitted line ? I should think that from Belmore it would not be more than 3 or 4 chains to Bell’s line.
1260. I am speaking of the 8-mile peg;—Is not the distance exactly the same ? Excuse me. I don’t
comprehend. _ _
1261. Is not the distance just the same from the 8-mile peg, south of the lock-spitted line, and on the
lock-spitted line ? No. The line now marked out at the 8-mile peg is, at least I should think, the best 
part of half a mile from the main Canterbury Boad, and in going from Belmore there is no other means 
of access than going along the main road and turning up at the 8-mile peg. . . .
1262. But taking a direct line, is not the distance of the 8-mile peg on Bell’s line precisely similar to the
distance on the lock-spitted line ? I think the distance is about the same. . _
1263. What is the population between the 8-mile peg, on Bell’s line, and Belmore —the surrounding dis
trict ? The population is very very different. That is where the population is settled. .
1264. And about what population would you think ? I gave a very rough estimate when I stated it, and, at

' best, it is only an approximation. It has been stated there are about 400, and I said I thought rather less.
1265. Do you think that the settlement under the existing condition of things—the population now 
settled there under the existing inconveniences—would be likely to be lessened if the lock-spitted line 
were constructed ? No doubt the inconvenience would be considerably lessened.
1266. And the settled population would not remove ? I must admit that it would be a very great con
venience to the settled population, but not as great as the other line. Of course the inconvenience would 
bo considerably lessened. .
1267. Did not the same thing occur between Sydney and Parramatta; were not the villages of Petersham 
and Burwood. some distance from the railway, and all between the railway and those villages popu
lation is settled, gaps have closed up,—would not that occur here ? Not necessarily. I am. not 
prepared to say how far the settlements were from the line at Petersham and Ashfield, but from Kings- 
grove and Moorefields to the 8-mile peg there is a big gap of country—I suppose the best part of the 
country—and it would be a long time before the gap was filled up. If it were within a radius of only a 
few chains it would no doubt quickly fill up. But there is a big difference, and it would take a long time 
to fill up. There are so many forces in operation now for suburban settlement.
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flrrsrnt:—
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The Hon. William Joseph Trickett. 
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John Hurley, Esq.

James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq. 
Edward William O’Sullivan, Esq. 
William Springthorpe Dowel, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Bailway from Marrickville to the Burwood Boad.

Hon. George Thornton, M.L.C., sworn, and examined :— 
jjon- 1268. Mr. Trickett.'] You are a Member of the Legislative Council ? Yes.

G. Thornton, 1269. And a very old colonist P Well, I am a colonist^—native born.
M.L.C. 1270. Do you know the proposed Kailway line from Marrickville to Burwood Boad ? There are three 

propositions. _
28 Nov., 1889.1271. Do you know the line marked blue on that plan, and which is known as the lock-spitted line, and 

which is the one the Committee is considering ? Yes.
1272. Sou are acquainted with that line ? I know it particularly well, because it happens to be lock- 
spitted partly through my property.
1273. Where is that property ? It is very near to George’s Biver, in the southern part of Bankstown.
1274. Does this line go through your property ? Partly.
1275. Between Marrickville and Burwood Boad ? Yes.
1276. Is that locality known as Bankstown? A part of Bankstown—Southern Bankstown.
1277. Have you known this district for very many years ? Yes; I have known it—and have known it well—
for more than forty years. I was going to say every foot of it, but I would say every portion of it, all 
about it, everywhere—Lower Bankstown, Salt Pan Creek, up George’s Biver, north and south of Liverpool 
Boad, particularly Bankstown—old Irishtown as it was formerly called—Lower Bankstown and Upper 
Bankstown. I particularly know those places. I have been acquainted with those localities for nearer 
fifty than forty years, and have held property there. _
1278. What is about the population of Bankstown at the present time ? It is sparse. The population is
not what it ought to be, and it is scattered. But if I may be permitted to mention the cause it is this—■ 
that there is no means of access to and from the metropolis. ■
1279; What is the present means by which people get to and from Sydney ? You can get to the railway 
by travelling a long distance. ' 1280. :
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1280. To what station do the people go ? Take my own present place which I have cultivated lately—that 
is at the 14 miles stone on the Liverpool Hoad—the nearest railway to me as the crow would fly is 
Hookwood, but it is a very bad road, and, practically, that is the longest distance, because in wet weather 
the roads are so bad that you cannot get there. The nearest practical way of getting to the railway is by 
going to Liverpool, 6 miles, or Cabramatta, which is about the same distance. But then Cabramatta is 
unsuitable, practically, because the train does not stop there except about once a day.
1281. But, as a matter of fact, how do the people come in now ? They come by the omnibus generally 
from Bankstown, a sort of very inferior conveyance which carries the mail from Bankstown—Upper and 
Lower—and that district, to Burwood Railway Station.
1282. How far is that? An average of 7 or 8 miles ; or, perhaps,'7 would be the more correct average— 
a minimum of 7 miles.

Hon.
H. Thornton, 

M.L.C.

28 Nov., 1889.

1283. Those people, if they want to come into town by rail, have to drive about 7 miles, by Burwood 
Railway Station ? Yes ; or they can drive to Homebush, which is a little nearer, but which is very 
difficult of access, because there is no proper road to Homebush, whereas there is to Burwood all the way.
1284. With regard to this Bankstown district do you think it is suitable for a suburban population ? I 
hold decided opinions upon that matter, and have done so for many years. I think the district of Banks
town, -which includes a very large tract pf country, is eminently situated and adapted for a thriving 
industrious, respectable population, because it has natural advantages—its healthfulness, the quality of its 
soil, and everything else that could make it a suitable place. A more favourable place we have not any
where. It is nicely undulating country. The land in most places is cleared—nearly all cleared by the 
old people who composed the first settlers—the old Irish people who settled there in ’98. It is called 
Irishtown for that reason. The land is mostly cleared and the soil is very good. It has been lying idle 
for 30 or 40 years, because if people cultivated anything they could not get the produce to the metropolis. 
Bor instance, I have a large orchard and vineyard under cultivation there, and the cost of getting the things 
to the metropolis is as much as they are worth—the distance is in fact prohibitory.
1285. How would this railway we are now considering serve the district of which you speak ? Asa matter 
of opinion only—and of course I speak with deference here—I hold strongly that the line marked blue 
on that plan, although it goes through my property and would favour me very much indeed—for I hold 
a great deal of land there—the construction of that line would give me a good railway frontage, and I 
should receive compensation and many advantages, but I think that that is for many reasons the wrong 
route. One reason is that it goes too far south. It gives Bankstown proper the go-by. The Liverpool 
Road runs, say, east and west. The line -would run in an easterly and westerly direction, perhaps a little 
northern and a little eastern.
1286. You say generally with regard to the line that it runs a little too far south ? Yes.
1287. Bankstown is situated north and south of Liverpool Road ? Yes, and it is a large district. This 
would give all persons who settled on those properties the go-by. Another reason why I object to it is, 
because its length is too great, its gradients too severe, and the crossing of the river in the broadest part 
would make the bridge a most expensive one.
1288. Whereat? It crosses over just above Mr. Johnston’s place—George’s Hall—south of that. As 
well as I can recollect that is, I think, about the broadest part of the river, and, thcrefora, the most 
expensive for a bridge. I think the line would cross the river twice.
1289. But that is all towards Liverpool that you are speaking of now' ? At any rate, it crosses George’s 
River twice.
1290. I would rather you confined yourself to Burwood Road, for the railway we are considering will not
go beyond that at present ? I can say nothing about that. I know nothing of the Burwood Road except 
to give an opinion generally, that it is folly to take the railway to the Burwood Road unless you intend 
to take it right through, for whilst it would benefit the people of Burwood—who are already supplied with 
a railway and tramway—it would not be a bit of good to the people higher up. ■
1291. The project the Committee are considering is to construct a line 4J miles long, starting at Marrick
ville railway station, and going along that blue line on the plan to what is called the Burwood Road ? The 
Burwood Road is a very long road.
1292. The spot where the line crosses the Burwood Road is 4-| miles from Marrickville, and consequently 
it stops considerably short of what you have been referring to at Bankstown ? Precisely so ; but it would 
be an enormously advantageous step in the right direction—that is, having in view an ultimate extension 
of the railway in the direction of Liverpool. It would be an enormously grand step in the right direction.
1293. Do I understand you that if the railway stopped at 4| miles from Marrickville it would be of little 
or no benefit at present to the people at Bankstown? None whatever, because they can get by the old 
Liverpool Road to Burw'ood as easily as they could get to Burwood Road.
1294. Do you know the locality called Belmore ? I know it very well.
1295. "Would that district be served by this railway we are now considering ? By a line indicated by the 
blue line on the map it would.
1296. Bring it within about a mile ? It would.
1297. Do you know the district between this spot marked on the map here as Burwood Road and the 
Marrickville Road ? Yes.
1298. Thoroughly? I cannot say thoroughly. I know it pretty well. It belonged to an old friend of 
mine, and families I knew very well. I have been over it many times.
1299. Having regard to that line you see there—the blue line—can you tell us which is the best line ? I 
am not able to give you any opinion about that.
1300. Then I understand that the evidence you can give the Committee is in reference to a place further 
on—called Bankstown ? Distinctly so.
1301. And you are of opinion that the railway going the way it is proposed would not benefit Bankstown 
at all ? Except in so far as I have said. It would be an enormously valuable step in the right direction, 
because once you take it to Burwood I have no doubt in the world you must take it on to make it of any 
ultimate use.
1302. Mr. Copeland^] I understand that you are in favour of a line being constructed so far as the Bur
wood Road ? Yes, distinctly so—emphatically so.
1303. Well, so far as the Burwood Road, do you particularly favour the blue line as against this line 
marked “ Bankstown trial survey ” ? I may say, in answer to that, that I remember this one called the 
trial survey, and I very much prefer that to the blue line (although I have spoken of that going to Burwood

as
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Hon. ag being a great step in the right direction), for reasons I will give you if you will allow me. . The 
H- 'J'llSr?,ton, most northerly surveyed line goes through Bankstown, and why I favour this is because, geographically 

considered, it has a lesser distance. That is one point in its favour. ... .
28 Nov 1889. Lesser distance to’construct ? Yes; to construct to Liverpool. The next point in its favour is

’’ ’ that there are fewer and far more convenient gradients. The gradients are on more level lines. By going
round two hills near Bankstown they can have a level line nearly the whole distance. The other 
advantage is, that I do not think it crosses the river at all, but only Prospect Creek, whilst the blue line 
crosses the river in three places—one in the broadest part of the river, which would necessitate an 
enormous outlay. _
1305. This northern line to which you refer crosses Landsdown Creek? ‘Well, that is Prospect Creek,
near Landsdown bridge. _
1306. Supposing this northern line were constructed, you say it would be more favourable to the Banks
town people ? Unquestionably ; enormously.
1307. Would it not be less favourable to the Belmore people? Yes; it would bo right away from
Belmore, and more in favour of the Bankstown people, but I regard the Belmore interest as very inferior 
to that of Bankstown, because Belmore is of recent occupation. Whereas the people at Bankstown have 
been settled for seventy, eighty, or ninety years, and have established homes, and the soil is much better 
there. _
1308. Better than the land about Belmore ? I think it is.
1309. You think that the land about Belmore is not capable of cultivation ? I cannot say that; but the 
land about Bankstown is very good indeed.
1310. Have you considered that this blue line—the staked line—runs about intermediate between Belmore 
and Bankstown, and would therefore give considerable advantages to the people in each settlement ? 
Practically it is not so, though it appears to be so on the map. That blue line would give the Bankstown 
people the go-by. It would be of no use to them at all. By the map it does appear about equi-distant 
between Belmore and Bankstown, but it really is not.
1311. The scale of this map is 2 inches to the mile, and I take it that it would be very little more than a
mile from Bankstown to the railway station on this blue line ? If you make it a mile away, that is a long 
distance for people to travel. _
1312. You cannot have a railway nearer than a mile to everybody’s residence ? True. I grant you that,
and I think that if the people at Bankstown could get access to a railway within a mile they would have 
what they desire—all they require. _
1313. Would not this blue line give the.m access within a mile? I do not think it would. An additional 
reason against that line is, that the cost of that blue line will be something enormous because of its crossing 
the river twice—-once at the broadest part of the river, involving the outlay of an enormous sum of money 
for the bridge. And another reason against it—I speak slightly under correction, but I think I am 
correct in stating that the land in some seasons is under water 15, 16, and 20 feet, and a railway would 
have to be built which would avoid those flood waters.
1314. Which particular part of the line are you now alluding to ? That would be between Greorge’s
Biver and Saltpan Creek—about 2 miles from the Liverpool Boad and very nearly, if not quite, on the 
line of that blue line. It might be on the other line, but it is somewhere about there. There is a natural 
fall, a natural dead hollow in which the water lies, in some seasons for six, eight, or nine months of the 
year, and makes the place impassable, except, perhaps, for steam-boats. ... .
1315. Can you define that position on the map ? No, I cannot, but I am inclined to think it is a little 
farther south than this blue line.
1316. How far back from George’s Biver does this swamp extend ? It extends back from George’s 
Biver 2 or 3 miles. I intend to offer to the Chairman the names of some persons who were born there, 
and have lived there all their lives, who will be able to tell him what exactly this swamp is, where it is, 
and all about it.
1317. Are you quite sure that this blue line is marked through that swamp ? No, I am not quite sure, 
but if it is not upon it, it is very close.
1318. And for 2 or 3 miles back from George’s Biver there is a liability of having 16 or 17 feet of
water ? Yes. In time of flood unquestionably there would be somewhere about that blue line a swamp 
that would be impassable except for boats. In fact any engineer in forming a railway there would have 
to keep that in view, and make the railway high enough to avoid the flood water. It is a serious objection 
to it in my opinion, and I thought it was my duty to mention it to the Committee. _
1319. Taking all these different questions into consideration, you strongly recommend the adoption of this 
northern line ? Yes.
1320. From Bankstown ? Yes. It is to the north of Bankstown. That, in my opinion, will benefit the 
general public, not only the people of Bankstown, but the general public of New South Wales, who might 
be interested in forming nice homesteads or small farms, small holdings, or places for a rural population.
1321. Mr. Ilumphery.-] Were you not in error in stating to Mr. Trickett that you possessed property 
between Marrickville and the 8-mile peg at Burwood ? I did not state that.
1322. Mr. Trickett, I think, asked you whether you owned any property between Marrickville and Bur
wood Boad ? No ; he did not ask me that question ; or, if he did, I did not hear the question properly, 
for-1 never did own propertjr there. My property commences at the 14-mile stone on the Liverpool 
Boad. '
1323. If it should be decided eventually to extend the line to Liverpool, would not the extension take 
place from the 8 miles on to Bankstown to the north of the lock-spitted line ? Undoubtedly.
1324. Therefore, your opposition to the present 4^- miles between Marrickville and Burwood would only 
arise in the event of the whole line being under consideration as lock-spitted ? I answer the question in 
this way. I hold to it. I say that a line even to Burwood from Marrickville, as shown by that blue line, 
would be an enormous step in the right direction.
1325. If I am right there will be no error in making the line, as at present proposed, to the 8-mile peg, 
because from that point it could be extended to Liverpool in the direction of Bankstown ? Undoubtedly. 
I would repeat that I approve very strongly of a line in the direction indicated to the 8-mile peg on the 
Burwood Boad, because the other must follow as a necessary consequence. Whether it follows the line I 
have in view or the one other people have in view it is a big step in the right direction.
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1326. Although you would approve very strongly of the northern line being taken to the Burwood Boad, Hon.
still you are not opposed to the present extension under consideration—that is from Marrickville to the ^ £r£, on’,
8 miles peg marked in blue ? No ; on the contrary, I am very much in favour of it. I am delighted with
it, and I am sure that every reasonable, right-minded man will be delighted with it for the reasons I have 28Nov., 1889. 
given. I think it is a big step in the right direction. '
1327. It is a matter for after consideration whether the line shall be extended along the lock-spitted
route or be taken north or south ? Irrespective of all that, I am quite sure that all the people in that ’
direction—between Liverpool and Burwood Boad—would hail it as a great boon to get it even so far as 
Burwood Boad, as contemplated by the blue line. I say so as an experienced man, wishing them all well . .
in that respect. . '
1328. It is only in the event of any extension beyond that, taken beyond the lock-spitted line, that you ■
think that it could be improved by deviation ? I do, for reasons I have stated. .
1329. Mr. O' Sullivan.^ If that line were taken on via Bankstown it would have to deviate before it came 
to Burwood Boad, would it not ? The blue line would have to deviate of course. You would have to 
take another angle entirely. The direction of that blue line is about west by south. The red line would 
go west by north almost, as well as I am able to judge. My idea is that it should go in this direction— 
west by north. There would have to be a deviation, or rather it would not.be a deviation, but you would
have to take the line that way, and then this way. ,
1330. Would it not be better to take the line to Bankstown on to Druitt Town, and serve that as well?
Yes.
1331. But your deviation would not serve Druitt Town? Oh yes, it would.
1332. The proposed tramway to Druitt Town is'marked on the plan ? Yes ; I see I am a little out. But 
that line would go much closer to Druitt Town than the blue line would.
1333. Would it not be preferable to follow the old survey, go through Lower Bankstown, and via Lands
down Creek ? Yes. . .
1334. Then to carry out that line you would have to deviate about Canterbury ? I am not prepared to 
answer that question, because I do not know much about Canterbury, although I have been there many 
a time. I have never had occasion to consider it with a view to a railway being constructed, and there
fore could not give you any definite reply about that. I can only speak about Druitt Town and Banks
town with any authority, if I may use the term.
,1335. But on the map you find there is a junction marked between the blue and the Lower Bankstown 
line ? Yes.
1336. And that takes place at Canterbury ? Yes.
1337. Then that appears to be the natural route to serve Druitt Town and Lower Bankstown ? . Un
questionably, and for the reasons I have mentioned the cost would be greatly decreased. I cannot estimate 
how much this line would cost less than the blue line would cost, in consequence of the natural difficulties 
in the way of that line—the swamp, river, and such things.
1338. The blue line to which you refer is the lock-spitted or permanently staked line ? Yes; it goes 
through a part of my property, and, as you might judge, it would be of great benefit to me.
1339. Mr. Tonkin.’] Do you believe that if this line, which is under investigation, from Marrickville to
Burwood Boad were constructed, it would pay working expenses and interest on the capital expended in ’ 
its construction ? Judging from my experience of the wonderful addition to population in those districts, 
seeing that which I have seen in my lifetime, and which appears to be almost incredible—the bush trans
ferred almost momentarily, by magic as it were, into a place teeming with population—I have no hesi
tation in saying it would pay well in time. -
1340. Is the land along the route proposed suitable for building purposes—I mean the whole of it ? I 
am not able to speak with any accuracy of the land between Marrickville and Burwood. I know there is 
a great deal of good land about there, but I do not recollect it well enough to be able to answer that 
question with any authority.
1341. Have you any idea of the population that would be served by the construction of this line as 
proposed from Marrickville to Burwood ? No ; I am not able to give an answer, except that, judging 
from what I have seen the last few years, I have no doubt this place will be precipitated into a largely 
population-bearing place. Bor example, in places, where during some part of my life I used to go 
shooting—particularly in a forest of ironbark trees where not a creature was to be seen—there now stand 
beautiful towns. Bor example, Summer Hill, Petersham, and even Newtown. I remember the time 
when the boys went to Newtown to shoot parrots. "We never thought there would be a population there.
Look at that now, and look at Petersham. It used to be owned by one man, 2,226 acres being occupied 
by one person. Now there is Stanmore, Petersham, Lewisham, and Summer Hill. It is astonishing.
The railway authorities know the extraordinary increase that has taken place in their receipts from those 
different places which, during a long portion of my life, I used to travel over and shoot parrots without any 
interruption.
1342. Do you think the railway has conduced to that wonderful alteration? Nothing else could have 
done it.
1343. Did you know a place called Hurstville before the railway went there ? Not by the name of 
Hurstville. Kingsgrove, I think, we used to call it, or some such name as that.
1344. You know what a wonderful population is now settled there in consequence of the railway being 
constructed ? I do.
1345. Do you think something similar would occur if this line were constructed ? Much greater, for I
think the land is more suitable in that northerly or north-westerly direction. It is a healthy district all 
about there. I speak of Bankstown and the district several miles near it— scores of thousands of acres in 
extent. No doctor could live there. People live to a great old age and do not die, or, at anv rate, thev do 
not want a doctor. -
1346. You would prefer the northern surveyed line, but under any circumstances you think that the con
struction of any line as indicated would be a great benefit to the community ? Unquestionably so.
1347. And also within a very short time be payable ? Unquestionably so. I judge from the past, from 
what I have seen all around me, and from the anxiety of the people to have places out there to which they 
could get access. Land would sell at once at enormously increased prices, and people would be only too 
glad to get nice settlements—to buy land by the acre, instead of bv the foot as they have to do now. I

am

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE—EAILWAY EROM MARRICKVILLE TO THE BUEWOOD EOAD. 45.



558

Hon. am speaking in the interests of the general public. I might serve myself very handsomely by advocating 
blue line route. It would be an enormous advantage to me if the line went in that direction, but I 

should be false to my principles if I advocated it, and I am speaking in the interests ot the general public. 
28Nov 1889 ^ ^ave suggested in this letter, which I now hand in, the names of some persons who would give you some 

’’ ' useful, if not valuable, information, particularly with regard to Bankstown.

46 • PABHAMENTAET STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

David Kirkcaldie, Esq., Chief Traffic Manager, Railway Department, sworn, and examined :
D.Kirkcaldie, 1348. Mr. Copeland.'] You know the suggested new route from Marrickville for some 4 miles 60 chains 

Esq- in the direction of Liverpool P I do.
/ 1349. Do you know the country personally ? Yes. _

28 Nov., 1889. i^q j want £0 get gome information from you, more particularly with_reference to the saving that would 
be likely to be effected supposing this line were extended beyond what is now submitted to us, that is the 
4 miles 60 chains;—supposing that line were carried through to Liverpool, what saving would be effected 
on the short journey from Liverpool to Sydney by the proposed route as against the Parramatta route ? 
In what respect do you mean ?
1351. Do you know the different distances ? Yes.
1352. The length of the two lines ? About 17 miles against 22.
1353. That would be a saving of 5 miles ? Yes. _
1354. We have a report here from the Commissioners for Railways, and they say, “ The theory which has 
been put forth, that the construction of this line would avoid the necessity for increasing the carrying,capacity 
of the existing line from Liverpool to Sydney, should not have any weight in tne consideration of the 
question, as the construction of the line would only relieve the parent line to the extent of about four 
trains per day in each direction ; and the quadrupling of the line out of Sydney to Homebush is required 
to accommodate the increasing purely residential service of trains ; and the doubling of the line from 
Granville to Liverpool will be required for the development of the country along that route, which is 
being fairly rapidly settled” ;—Supposing this line were constructed from Murrickville to Liverpool, what 
amount of, through traffic do you think would go by that route, 5 miles shorter, instead of by the old route, 
via Granville ;—Would the passenger traffic go that way ? Oh, yes._
1355. You think the passengers would travel that way, and save 5 miles of trainage ? Yes. _
1356. Do you think that any of the through goods traffic to.Sydney would go that way? Unquestionably. 
If the railway were constructed, all the traffic from Liverpool and beyond would go and come by that 
route—that being the shorter route.
1357. Except, I suppose, the live stock that goes to Homebush ? Yes. .
1358. That would still go by the old route ? That would still go by Granville.
1359. You anticipate that the passenger traffic would go by the new route ? Yes.
1360. And save 5 miles of trainage ? I think so.
1361. You will notice that the Commissioners say it would only bo used to the extent of about four trains
a-day in each direction ? Yes. . ,
1362. I find, by referring to the Government time-table, that there are at the present time thirteen trains
one way and twelve trains the other way in the day from Liverpool to Sydney and from beyond Liverpool 
to Sydney ? Yes. . .
1363. Can you account for the Commissioners stating that there will be only four trains a day in each
direction ? Well, I cannot from memory exactly limit myself to four, but those trains to which you refer 
also supply the district between Granville and Liverpool—not only Liverpool and stations beyond. 
They supply Cabramatta, Eairfield, and the district generally between Granville and Liverpool. The 
passenger trains which go beyond Liverpool number about four each way per day.. There is the morning 
train, the express, the 5T7, and the mail. I think those are about the only trains which run beyond 
Liverpool. ....

. 1364. But there are a number of trains in addition to those; there arc several trains which go to
Campbelltown ? Yes. . .
1365. Would not the people in Campbelltown be likely to avail themselves of the shorter route in coming
to Sydney ? Undoubtedly through passengers would. _
1366. And the passengers from Liverpool en. route to Sydney would also be likely to do so ? Yes ; no
doubt they would prefer that route. _
1367. So that, in your opinion, there would be a much greater traffic from Liverpool and from beyond
Liverpool than what is indicated by the Commissioners’ Report, which says four trains per day each way ? 
I could not specify exactly the number of trains. _ _
1368. I have told you that as far as I can gather from the time-table here there are thirteen trains ono
way and twelve the other, which go to Liverpool and beyond Liverpool ? Yes, but a great many of those 
trains only run from Granville. They do not come on to the suburban line at all. They run between 
Granville and Liverpool in connection with suburban trains. _
1369. The whole of those trains run from Sydney to Liverpool and beyond Liverpool, and from beyond 
Liverpool and from Liverpool to Sydney ? Yes ; but they do not run from Sydney, you understand, as 
individual trains. Many of them run in connection with suburban trains from Granville to Liverpool and 
back. They are not run as trains from Sydney to Liverpool, but from Sydney to Parramatta, and then a 
train joins at Granville and runs the passengers up to Liverpool, and so when the trains are coming back
again. _ .
1370. Will you take the time-table and find the Campbelltown and Liverpool trains ; I have here what I 
took from the time-table—the down trains from Sydney to Liverpool and beyond ; this of course includes 
the express and the other morning trains ; they all go beyond Liverpool; there are trains leaving Sydney 
at 6-30 a.m., 9, 9'30, 1U30, L30 p.m., 4 30 p.m., 5L7, 6-30, 9, 9'30, and 1V30 ? Yes.
1371. The whole of those trains leave Sydney and go to Liverpool and beyond Liverpool ? Yes, in the
way I say. All those trains which leave at the half-hour—for instance, the 6'30, the 9'30, 11’30, 1'30, 
4-30, 6’30—are Parramatta trains, and they junction at Granville with the local train to Liverpool—with 
a train which simply runs between Liverpool and Granville. _
1372. Supposing that passengers were leaving Sydney for Liverpool or beyond Liverpool, would not they
be likely to travel by the shorter route, and save 5 miles of trainage and time? Yes, undoubtedly, if 
they had an equally good service. . 1373.
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1373. Sliould not that additional traffic he taken into consideration in addition to those four trains each D,Eirkcaldip, 
way to which the Commissioners refer? They would not get such a number of trains to Liverpool were
it not for the local traffic between Granville and Liverpool. You have got to consider the stations—
for instance, Merylands, Guildford, Fairfield, Canley Yale, and Cabramatta—which are all between ?8Npv.t1889.
Granville and Liverpool, and at which a considerable population is settled. For the Liverpool passengers
alone it would never pay to run all those trains, but if you take the local traffic with the Liverpool traffic
it is a different question. ,
1374. Still I suppose that if the suggested line were constructed, and the bulk of the passenger traffic 
came that way, other suburban towns would spring up ? Yes, there might be.
1375. Towns would spring up on the new line ? Yes.
1376. And traffic would increase on that line ? Yes.
13/7. Do you consider that if.the proposed line were constructed the traffic coming from Liverpool and 
beyond Liverpool would materially assist in paying the working expenses of the new line ? No, I do not, 
and I will tell you why. If we got the same rates from Liverpool and all stations beyond which we get 
at the present time I daresay it would be a very good thing.
1378. That is to say, if you were paid for 5 miles you did not run ?■ Quite so. But if we are going to 
construct this line, and charge actual mileage rates, we shall lose far more money than we can possibly gain.
1379. Is not that a somewhat peculiar theory for the department to contemplate—to use a long route 
simply for the sake of enlarging the railway fares ? I do not think so, seeing that a line already exists.
Io80. Would you not be able to extend that principle considerably ; you could make the line from Sydney 
to Parramatta 50 miles long, and have 50 miles of trainage ? Of course there must be reason.
1381. Leaving out the interest of the department, would it not be in the interest of the public if they
could be taken along a route 5 miles shorter, and be charged for 5 miles less, and be saved the time of 
travelling 5 miles ? In the interest of the public it would, no doubt. .
1382. Should not the interest of the public be the interest of the department ? It is going to add a great 
deal more capital to the department, for which we are going to get no adequate compensation, as far as I 
can see, and without relieving the existing line to any appreciable extent.
1383. I am endeavouring to ascertain wnether you would be likely to get sufficient traffic if the line were
constructed through to Liverpool whether- you would get sufficient traffic via Liverpool, in addition to 
the suburban traffic traffic inherent to the line itself—to make it a paying one ? I do not think there is 
the slightest chance of it. ‘
1384. Do you think there is a chauce of its coming to pass within four or five years? Not within the
next twenty years—that is my opinion. '
1385. You do not think the line would be a paying one within the next twenty years ? No, I do not.

. 1386. Do you think—supposing this line were constructed from Marrickville to the Burwood Eoad— 
there is sufficient settlement to make it a paying line, independent of its going through to Liverpool ?
Not at the present time, but I believe it would pay in the course of a very few years. There is not suffi
cient at the present time to make it pay.
1387. Do you think that the prospects are as favourable now for a paying traffic as on the Illawarra line 
■wlien^ that lino was commenced ? X would not say quite so much, but I would say that it would come very 
near it. The Illawarra line was almost a remarkable line. The traffic developed at a wonderful rate from 
the time that line was opened.
1388. In estimating the probable traffic from the Burwood Eoad via Marrickville have you considered 
the fact that the Dulwich Hill tramway runs for about H mile parallel with the proposed railway, and 
at only an average distance of about half a mile from it ? Yes, we thought of it.
1389. Do_ you think that the suggested railway would be likely to take the traffic from the tramway ? I 

• do not think it would ; but the tramway only runs to Dulwich Hill, and a railway out tn the direction
of Burwood road would create a traffic for itself.
1390. Yes ; but so far as Dulwich Hill would not the traffic which would accrue to the railway be simply 
taken from the tramway to make the railway pay ? To some extent it would, no doubt.
1391. From your knowledge of the district do you think there would be any necessity to maintain a tram
way apd railway too, seeing the two would run parallel for some distance ? Well, it is pretty well the 
condition of Newtown Over again. Of course the tramway to Newtown has robbed the railway revenue 
to a considerable extent; there is no doubt about that; but I think that if a railway were constructed out 
there the contour of the country is altogether so favourable that a railway would create a traffic in time.
1392. Do you not think that if it were extended beyond Burwood Eoad towards Liverpool it would create 
still more traffic ? I do not think so, because the country becomes very poor after you get beyond 
there. I think that for suburban residence it would be of no use whatever.
1393. As traffic manager, do you think that if this line were constructed through to Liverpool, even
supposing it did not pay immediately, it would not be of great benefit to the department in relieving the 
old line of sucn a large amount of traffic? No sir; very little. The suburban line must be quadrupled 
for a number of miles,—no matter whether you do or do not relieve it of the present southern traffic 
altogether. . '
wu4' \°U arC TuadruPling ^ now as far as Strathfield ? As far as Homebush it is being quadrupled.
When that is done there will be no difficulty for a number of years to come in carrying the whole of the 
traffic of the main line without any assistance from a loop line.
1395. Then you do not look upon it as a departmental line at all ? From a departmental point of view
I do not consider it at all necessary. •
1396. You think the line should rest on its own merits—on the question of accommodating the people in
the locality ? I do. ■ o r r
1397. At the present time you do not anticipate it will be a payable line ? I am quite sure it would not 
be a payable line. It will not be a payable line for two or three years at any rate even for a short 
distance, but tlirougb to Liverpool it would not be a paying line for many many years.
1398. Mr. Tonic in.'] Do you know what the Commissioner’s estimate of revenue from this line is, supposing 
it were constructed to the Burwood Eoad ? Yes, I do; £3,000 for that particular length of line. Of 
course whatever we get there will add to the main line revenue as well.
1399. Do you think that that is a proper estimate of the returns ? I do; I think it comes very near it.
1400. In what way did you calculate that return? We were guided to a considerable extent by our
experience ot some of the stations on the Illawarra line beyond Marrickville. ' 1401.
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D.Kirkcaldie, 1401. Do you know the numher of ’buses there are daily coming into town through Canterbury from the 
®S<J' district that would be served by a railway to Burwood Eoad ? No ; I do not. _

t"soq 1402. Do you not think that that would have been a better way of making a calculation than going to the 
28 NoT.'1889. Illawarra line ? No; I would not pay attention to that. A railway would develop traffic, but a ’bus 

could not do it, except in an insignificant degree. _
1403. Do you think more people would travel than by ’bus at the present time ? Undoubtedly. ,
1404. Then if it can be shown that there is more revenue from the ’buses than what you estimate, don t
you think that must be a mistake ? It depends on what rates they charge by the ’buses. _
1405. The rates are 6d. each way ? We would not get that; our ordinary mileage rates would not give 
us that; and we are only going to get additional mileage from Marrickville. _ They get a through rate from 
Sydney. We would only get additional mileage from the terminus to the junction of the present line.
1406. In making your calculation, is that entirely for passenger traffic ? The great bulk of it is.
1407. Have you allowed anything for goods traffic ? Yes.
1408. Do you take into consideration tho Canterbury race-course ? Yes.
1409. And calculate that into it too ? Yes.
1410. Do you know that that returns £2,500 a year ? No. _
1411. If that has been sworn to here, the figures brought here, that is not correct ? I should say not. 1
should say that the Canterbury race traffic at the present time is worth about £700 a year to us. In the 
last four months the actual money that we have taken for passengers booked to Ashfield on the Canterbury, 
race days was £215 12s. Id.; that is on six race days. If you multiply that by three it gives about £650 
a year, nearly. Of course we would simply get an extra mile. To Petersham the distance is o miles, and 
to Canterbury it is about 6—a little over 6. _
1412. I suppose the Commissioner’s estimate was compiled with your assistance ? Yes, it was.
1413. And you have included not only the passengers to the race-course, but also the goods traffic ? Yes ;
you understand that the traffic on that line would be considerably more, perhaps, than £3,000 a year it 
you included the whole of the race-course traffic, but we would only get an extra mile beyond what we are 
getting now. We get 5 miles to Ashfield. Consequently we would only get one-fifth more to Canterbury. 
No do'ubt we would get more passengers if we ran near the race-course. We took that into consideration. 
But what we would get on that line would be drawn from the main line. _
1414. Do you think it would not be an advantage to you to have that traffic drawn from the main line on
the race days ? If we get the line quadrupled we can do a very much larger traffic than we are doing 
now. I do not regard the race-course traffic as being of such very great importance as that; but it would 
open up the country, and I think a branch line there would pay. _
1415. You think you have not made a mistake in the calculation that the revenue from this railway would
only be £3,000 a year ? I do not think so. I think that is all you can add between the present mam 
line and the terminus you propose. .
1416. That, I understand, is tho difference between what you receive now, and what you would receive
from that line ? Quite so. , .
1417. Have you allowed in this calculation anything for the extra haulage you would have on the mam
line? We allow double that amount—£3,000 more. _ .
1418. If it were shown that these seven omnibuses were actually drawing now in fares £4,680 a year,
would you still think that £3,000 is the proper estimate ? Yes, I would. Of course the difference 
between the fare to Marrickville and the fare to the proposed terminus would be so little as compared with 
the ’bus fare that the £3,000 would be very nearly right. A very large bulk of the traffic would be drawn 
from the present main lines. . .
1419. Can you tpll us what proportion of goods would be required for a population returning £3,000 per 
annum ? No, I'could not; and I do not attach a very great deal of importance to goods traffic out there, 
except such traffic as coal and heavy traffic, because we know from experience that goods to Canterbury 
would be taken generally by road. Carriers come in and deliver goods at Petersham and Leichhardt and 
all those places on the way.
1420. Mr. O'Sullivan.'] Do you think it would be a proper step for the State to take to construct a line
of railway from Marrickville to the Burwood Eoad, in view of the fact that a great portion of the distance 
is already served by tramway, and the remainder might be served by tramway from Ashfield to Canter
bury ? There is just the awkwardness of repeated changes. There is no doubt, I consider, that if a 
tramway were constructed to Canterbury quite double the number of people would go there on race days 
as now. People will not go to Ashfield and then go to the expense of vehicles to Canterbury, neither 
will they walk. If you take a railway near to the race-course you will get double the number of people 
to go there, and you will also get a settled population along the line. ... o at r
1421. Is it a wise step to construct a line of railway to compete with an existing line of tramway ? No, 1
do not think it is. n t a nc m
1422. And considering the other portion of my question—that a tramway a mile and a nail trom Asnneia
to Canterbury would carry passengers to the race-course,—would not residential and precarious traffic be 
well served ? It might; but people will always object to repeated changes of conveyance. They have 
got to take the tramway to get to Eedfern Station,, then a train to Ashfield, and then they would have to 
take a tramway to Canterbury. They will not stand that. _ _

. 1423. They already change from a tramway at Sydney to get into a train to go to Ashfield ? Yes, but you
would double it. . 0
1424. You think that the fact of a man having to go across a platform would prevent him trom going r 
It would; that is our experience.
1425. I presume that putting aside this objection to a second change, you could serve the traffic on race- 
days from Ashfield to Canterbury, by having a proper number of carriages ? Yes, quite so; but that 
would serve Canterbury alone.
1426. The other portion of the district is pretty well served by tramway now to Dulwich Hill ? lo 
Dulwich Hill, it is.
1427. And Burwood Eoad is only a little more than a mile from Canterbury ? Yes. # _
1428. Therefore the construction of a mile and a half of tramway would serve the entire district ? It
would, in an incomplete way; but it would not be very acceptable. ... . .
1429. I admit it would be an inferior way compared with a railway, but are we justified in undertaking

, this
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this work, in view of the fact that we would have to compete with our own line, and we would give a fair D. Kirkcaldie, 
amount of accommodation in the way of conveyances ? I think so long as we can see a prospect of railways ®S<1-
paying in a few years, the more accommodation we give people to induce them to live out of Sydney, the 
better. I do not think we can give too many facilities to enable people to live out of Sydney. 28 ITov., 1889.
1430. Do you not give fair facilities by constructing a tramway, as in the case of Waverley and Bondi; 
have we not induced a large number of people to live out there ? Tes.
1431. Do not the tramways in Melbourne serve the people well ? The railways serve them far more.
1432. But I mean in the inside districts ? Tes, they do.
1433. Along Bichmond, Victoria Park, and Collingwood ? Tes ; but they have three intervening lines to 
Bichmond.
1434. Then the tramways running to Clifton Hill and Brunswick serve the large suburbs out there well?
Tes, they do. .
1435. Could not tramways serve these suburbs equally well ? Tes; they no doubt would ; but you are 
going to apply them under different conditions. Tou are going to make people take the tramway to 
Dulwich Bill and then walk, or take a tram to Bedfern Station, and then a train to Ashfield, and then 
another tram to Canterbury.
143G. "W e would be utilising a large link of our railway into Sydney ? Tes, no doubt. Still you would 
have to supply Canterburjr.
1437. The other portion would be pretty well supplied by the Dulwich Hill tramway? Tes.
1438. And if the remainder could be served by a mile and a half of tramway, what would he the necessity
of making this line to Burwood Boad ? People will not walk such a long distance. ^
1439. Is it not a mistake now to run both a tramway and a railway to Marrickville, considering a railway 
would have done all the work and have given you the 10 per cent, you make on the tramway to add to 
the railway receipts ? Tes.
1440. Do not those trains running to Campbelltown serve intervening places between Granville and 
Campbelltown ? Tes.
1441. Then all that traffic would be lost if you ran the trains the other way ? ~We would have to maintain 
a double service. We could not cut them off.
1442. If you were to run those trains from Campbelltown to Marrickville via Liverpool, you would have 
to supply the place of those trains that run to Campbelltown ? Tes ; or to Liverpool.
1443. So that it would he almost a useless expenditure>to run those trains down there? Tes.
1444. Tou estimate that the Canterbury Park traffic would only be about £650 a year? Tes; under 
present conditions.
1445. Tou estimate that a tramway might double the attendance there, and of course a railway would do 
the same? Tes.
1446. We might fairly estimate that if a railway were constructed the receipts from Canterbury Park 
would be something like £2,000 a year ? I should say about £1,300 or £1,400 a year.
1447. But looking five or six years ahead ? I should say quite that.
1448. In your opinion, would this line pay in three years in view of the fact that it would compete with 
the tramway running to Dulwich Hill ? I do think so, if we have anything like prosperity. If it has 
anything like the conditions that the Illawarra line had when it was open to Hurstville, it will more 
than pay.
1449. Tou do not think it will pay under the present conditions of the Colony ? It will not nay as
things are now. ‘
145(1 Mr. Trickelt.~\ Which do you advocate, a single or a double line, if this line is constructed ? 
Unmistakably a double line ; you could not get a good service with a single line. .
1451. Tou say that the soil beyond Burwood Boad is not of a good character; does that apply to 
Bankstown ? Ho ; Bankstown is very nice, but when you get a mile or two beyond that, and towards 
Liverpool, the soil is very poor.
1452. Do you think then that it would be desirable shortly to extend this line on to Bankstown ? I think 
it is very probable.
1453. Have you got any figures to show the population who would be served by this line? I have not.
1454. Have you not gone into that ? No.
1455. Did you not ascertain the population of those places ? Tes, I did, but I have not got it now.
However, I do not attach a great deal of importance to it, because the change wmuld be so great if they 
had a railway ; I anticipate that in the course of a year or two present date figures would be pretty well 
useless.
1456. Would these places be served by the railway ;—Marrickville, Canterbury, Kingsgrove, Moorefields,
Belmore, and Bankstown ? Marrickville would not, but beyond Marrickville would. ’
1457. If ic has been stated that about 10,000 people are at the present time resident along this line, and 
would be benefited by, and use the line, do you think that is correct ? No ; I would not think so. I 
think that is excessive.
1458. Do you know about tne attendance at the Canterbury race-course—whether a great many people 
do not go by road from Sydney ? Tes ; a good many drive.
1459. Have you estimated the number? No, I have not ; but on an average 1,100 go on each day by 
train to Ashfield.
1460. The Commissioners state that the total annual cost of running this railway would he about £9,500, 
and. the estimated revenue about £3,000 a year; do you think those figures are correct ? Tes. Of course 
their estimate of £3,000 has also to be added to £3,000 from augmentation of present traffic on the main 
line.
1461. Mr. Humphert/!] Tou spoke of the tramway service to Newtown coming into comuetition with the
railway service ? Tes. *
1462. Does the traffic between Newtown and Bedfern at the present time pay interest upon outlay—I 
mean the local traffic ? No ; I do not think it does.
1463. Tou think that the railway between Bedfern and Newtown is running at a loss ? Tes ; as far as 
local traffic is concerned. The tramway to Marrickville and Newtown has probably taken 75 per cent, of 
the traffic we used to have between Sydney and Newtown.
1464. Is there not a ’bus service running in competition with the tram service ? Tes.

35—G
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D. Kirkcaldie, 1465. Are you in. a position to say whether the ’bus service pays ? I cannot say.
Esq. 1406. Is it not the custom to charge special fares for trams to the Hand wick race-course ? Yes. . 

asw’^'issq 1467. Have yon taken into consideration the question whether the railway could charge special fares to 
£>T'’ ' Canterbury on race days ? We calculated ordinary fares. _

1468. Do you not think it part of the system to charge special fares ?. Ho : I'think not.
1469. Vice-Chairman.'] Do you know the Moorefields district ? I do.
1470. Is there not a race-course there also ? Yes.
1471. By what service is that served ? _ By train to Kogarah. _
1472. How far would the Moorefields race-course be from the Burwood Eoad, approximately ? I could 
not tell.
1473. It would not he affected in any way by the construction of a line to Burwood Eoad? Ho. ^
1474. Mr. Copeland.] You are in the habit of charging special railway fares to races and other places r To 
Eichmond we do—to the Windsor races.
1475. Do you not charge special fajes to the Eosehill race-course on race days ? They are special fares
but not higher than the ordinary fares. .
1476. Would you not be justified in charging a higher fare ? Perhaps we would ; but the higher the fare,
the greater number of people we should prevent from travelling. The lower the fare the more people 
will travel to these races. _ _ _
1477. Do you know that there was a special railway fare charged last night in connection with the Mayor’s
ball? Yes. '
1478. What was the fare ? 2s.
1479. If you only went to Macdonaldtown, a mile or a mile and a half? Yes.
1480. And 2s. also if you went to Parramatta ? Yes.
1481. All along the suburban line you charged the one fare of 2s. ? Yes.
1482. Of course you approved of that being done and considered it beneficial ? Yes.
1483. And I have no doubt that the public considered it was beneficial, and they were well served by
being able to travel at that time of night ? Quite so. _
1484. Would not the same principle apply to race days ? Ho ; the circumstances are altogether different.. 
The people who went to that ball would have paid 5s. to get home at that time in the morning.
1485. Do you not think that people who go to races would pay more to go? Ho; you would prevent 
them from going.
1486. But they went to the ball? Yes ; they would go to the ball. The matter of 5s. would not make 
any difference in that case.
1487. But why do you continue the system of charging special fares to Eandwick and Eosehill? We
are not charging more except for some trams to Eandwick. . _ _
1488. Would not the same principle apply to other race-courses on race days ? Ho ; it is a special thing
altogether. ... .
1489. Do you not think that the people who attend races are rather liberally inclined that way, and if they 
want to go to races do not stand at a shilling? Eegular habitues of the race-course would spend money to 
get there, but many people would be deterred from going unless they could have cheap lares.
1490. Do you think an extra shilling would deter a man from going to the races if he had made up his
mind to go ? Perhaps not, but the lowness of the fares acts as a powerful incentive to casual visitors. 
149L Do you not think that people would be inclined to pay an extra fare if they could see the first race 
run ? People who generally go to races would no doubt pay an extra fare to get there, but on the other 
hand many people would not go except they had cheap fares. ^
1492. You seem to have a principle applicable to some places and not to others ? Ho ; I do not think so.
1493. Take Eandwick? I cannot tell you much about that, as the tramways are not in my department.
1494. Do you know what is the omnibus charge from Ashfield to Canterbury ? I think it is a shilling, 
but I cannot be sure.
L495. People still travel by it all the same ; that does not deter them from going to the races ? They 
cannot help themselves ; but I should expect a great many more to go if they could go at a cheaper rate..
1496. You think that the people of this Colony are so calculating in connection with their day’s pleasure,

• contemplated days before, that they would deny themselves the pleasure of seeing a race rather than pay
an extra shilling fare ? Ho ; I do not. People who calculate many days would go no matter what it cost 
them.
1497. If people on arriving at the station found that the fare was 2s. instead of Is., would they be likely
to give up their day’s pleasure, do you think? Ho, I do not. But on the other hand when we advertise 
a very cheap, train to Melbourne we get the train full, whereas if we charged the ordinary fares people 
would either not go at all, or they would go by sea. _
1498. Do you not find in connection with the Melbourne trains that there are a number of people
prepared to pay special rates for special accommodation ? Yes; but a much larger number go if they 
get cheap fares. , .
1499. Do you find that trains for which higher rates are charged are patronised ? Yes ; but the special 
trains at cheap fares pay better than the express.
1500. Are there not three, four, five, or six times as many people, who travel by express to Melbourne;
and pay the extra fare, than by the ordinary mail train ? Yes. _
1501. Showing that they are willing to pay special rates for special accommodation? Yes; but on the 
other hand, if we start a special train to Melbourne on the morning of the day w-e start an express, and. 
take several hours more on the road, but charge a pound or two less, we can get that special train filled.
1502. But are they not rather the surplus people that may be tempted to travel;—if you had a special
train free you would get a still larger number—there is always a surplus of people who can be induced to 
travel at cheap rates ? That is what I mean in connection with the races. _
1503. But the bulk of the people who have made up their minds to go a journey, are not in that 
impoverished state that they would be deterred from a day’s pleasure by your charging a fair reasonable 
rate ? The bulk of the people go by the cheap trains. They take advantage of the cheap trains.
1504. You think tbat if you had charged a cheaper rate to the people attending.the ball last night there 
would have been a larger number of people who travelled by rail? Ho, I do not.. That was a special 
thing altogether. Those who attended the ball were the invited, guests of the Mayor, and they wrent home 
bytraih because the charge was very much less than could have been obtained by any other couveyance.
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’H. T. Sanderson, Esq., C.E., licensed surveyor, sworn, and examined :— ■
1505.

‘Yes.
1506.

'1507.
1508.
originally employed by the Q-overnment of New South Wales in 1855, as railway surveyor and engineer.
1509. You have been in the Government Service several years ? Yes. -
1510. How many years ? I think, off and on, six or seven years, and on many subsequent occasions.
1511. Since that time you have been practising privately as a surveyor ? Yes.
1512. You say you were engaged in making a survey oi one of these proiected lines of railway ? Yes : 
in 1883 and 1884*.
1513. May I ask who employed you on that survey ? It was a private survey, and the gentlemen who 
appointed me were Mr. John M‘Innes, of Cook’s Kiver, and Mr. Myles M‘Rae.
1514. Is that Mr. Myles M‘Rae, the present Member ? Yes. Mr. Thomas Saywell and someone else—
I forget his name now. But there were five or six of them altogether.
1515. I suppose the object of this private survey was to enable them to suggest a line to the Government?
Quite so.

'1516. In the direction of the land they held ? No.
1517. I suppose this was a land syndicate ? No. I do not think they were a land syndicate at all, but 
I think they were interested in a loop-line between the Illawarra railway and the Southern line.
1518. But what constituted their interest—was it pure philanthropy, or had they some land in that direc
tion ? I believe some of them had land. I know that Mr. MTnnes had land at this end—at Arncliffe,— 
but I do not think it interfered with any other portion of his land.
1519. Did you complete that survey ? Yes.
1520. Which route was that; is it marked on that map ? Yes.
1521. How is it described ? I made a survey from a road on the Arncliffe side of Cook’s River. I forget 
the name of the road.
1522. Your route, then, is marked on this map—“ Mr. Sanderson’s survey from Arncliffe to Liverpool ” ?
Yes, that is my route. I provided a plan and section of the route, which I handed over to the Depart
ment of Works.
1523. Your survey junctioned on with the Government surveys ? Yes, it junctioned on here. I did not 
take their line particularly, but ran in this direction to .Liverpool. "I junctioned at Belmore,'! think at 8 
or 9 miles, on Sir. Bell’s survey.
1524. That route has not been adopted by the Government ?' No, it has not.
1525. Have you had any other employment in that district in the way of surveying lines of railway and 
suggested lines of railway ? No, I merely gave a report on a suggested line of railway from Hurstville, 
and I believe the Government made a survey after that.
1526. Have you been employed as surveyor in cutting up any of these subdivisions ? No.
1527. You have not done any land surveying? I have not had any interest in the affair at all, except 
that I made a survey for the purpose of showing that it is a. shorter, better, and cheaper line than is 
proposed cither from Marrickville or St. Peters.

. 1528. You know the line which has been lock-spitted from Marrickville? I do not know it latterly. I 
have not been over it.
1529. Did you volunteer to come here and make a statement ? Yes ; I volunteered to give the Committee 
any evidence they required in the interest of the country in regard to this railway.
1530. But you have no particular statement of your own to make ? I have no particular statement, 
except to say this to the Committee : That the survey I made is a much better line, a shorter line, and a 
cheaper line than the line now proposed by the Government.
1531. What were the steepest gradients on that line ? I have not the section, but I do not believe the 
steepest gradient is anything more than 1 in 90, or 1 in 100. If is a very easy line all through.
1532. Can you say what the distance was to Liverpool from where you branched off the Illawarra line?
I cannot say now, because the original sections and plans are with the Government. I thought it would 
have been here to refer to, but not having the plan before me, I cannot say. '
1533. Do you know the length of the suggested line—the blue line—the lock-spitted line? I know that 
my line was a mile and a half shorter when I joined Mr. Bell’s survey from Arncliffe than the line from 
St. Peters.
l-)34. But had this present line, since adopted by the Government, been surveyed at that time? No; 
but I believe it would not make more than a quarter of a mile difference. I think the difference between 
my own survey and the present one would be about one mile and a quarter ;—mine will be about a mile 
and a quarter shorter.
1535. Bell’s survey had to cross George’s River twice, had it not ? Yes.
1536. And would necessitate two bridges ? Yes.
1537. So that this line, of which your survey formed a part, would necessitate the erection of two bridges
across George’s River ? Yes, or diverting the river. My line was nearly parallel with Bell’s survey after 
leaving Belmore, and I did intend to have avoided crossing George’s River, but at that time the owner of 
the property, George’s Hall,—stated that he would not give the property to the Government free of cost 
unless it was on the lower side of his house. -
1538. Of course you know we are inquiring into this particular line submitted to us by the Government?
Quite so.
1539. Can you give the Committee any information particularly with respect to this line ? No ; I cannot 
give the Committee any information with respect to this particular line on which they are now sitting ; 
but I can only say this -that they could approach the terminus of the present line by taking that line of

.mine on the diagram, which I think would be all that would be required. It would be a cheaper line a 
great deal.
1540. How did you arrive at the conclusion that it would be a cheaper line, when you are not acquainted 
with the like suggested by the Government ? I am acquainted with the country generally speaking on Bell’s

line.
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Mr. Copeland.'] Have you been employed in surveying any of these subdivisions on this route ? 
I was employed on a line from Arncliffe to Liverpool.
You are a surveyor, I believe ? I am an engineer by profession, as well as a surveyor.
You have been in the Public Service for some time ? Yes, formerly.
How many years were you there ? Some five or six years, I think, altogether. I came here

H. T.
Sanderson,

.Esq.

28 Nov., 1889.
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H. T. line. I know, of course, Cook’s Eiver, and that it must involve an expenditure of a large amount to build ' 
Sanderson, a ■[)rj(jge or yjac[uct across that river, and which I avoided hy going up "Woolli Creek.

1341. But at the present time it is only contemplated to construct 4 miles 60 chains to accommodate 
28Nov, 1SS9. People some little distance away from Marrickville, in the direction of Belmore; your line would not 

. ’ ’ travel in the same direction at all ? No. My line is simply part of the loop-line between the Illawarra
line and Liverpool.
1542. If we were inquiring which is the better route of all the routes which have been surveyed, your 
opinion might be valuable to the Committee, but what we want is information with respect to the 
particular line submitted to us by the Government? All I can say with regard to the line submitted by 
Government is that my opinion is that it will be a very expensive line, and I do not think it will pay. 
It will be a great pity to bring the line in that direction. It is too near to Ashfield, and I think also that 
if it were eventually decided to bring that line to Liverpool the people would not be treated justly out 
towards the east, in the direction that my lino would go. I think the people in that part of the country 
up Woolli Creek—up that part of the country—would be left out. All the ground is alienated and sold, 
and it is likely to be a largely populated country, and I think they would lose the advantages which would 
he given to Canterbury.
1543. How w'ould you accommodate the Bankstown people with that line ? Well, it was not intended, 
except hy making use of tho Government line.
1544. The only peculiarity about your line is that it would branch off from the Illawarra line some mile 
or more farther towards Kogarah than the present suggested deviation ? Quite so ; and it avoids this 
(pointing to the map). It is very expensive country at Canterbury.
1545. But your line wmuld not accommodate the people of Canterbury ? It would accommodate the 
people on the southern side.
1546. Are not the people to whom you allude already accommodated by the present Illawarra line at 
Hurstville ? They have a long way to go to Hurstville.
1547. But if you take the line of your suggested route would it not necessitate the Canterbury people 
having a longer way to go ? They are within a very short distance of Ashfield and Petersham. They 
could have a tramway to the railway at very little expense. They could extend their tramway, and get to 
Sydney at far less expense than hy this line.
1548. Then, as an engineer, you consider that your own line is the best of them all ? I hope I have no 
egotism nor any desire to consider myself better than any other engineer, hut I think that iu the present 
instance it would be throwing a very large amount of money away when Canterbury can he supplied by 
a tramway from the existing terminus of the tramway at Dulwich Hill.
1549. Tou would extend that tramway? Tes; I think it could he extended for a very small sum in 
comparison with the cost of making a railway.
1550. Do you knowhow long it takes for a tramway to get to Dulwich Hill? I believe three-quarters of 
an hour.
1551. Do you know the distance ? I think the distance is something like 5|- miles.
1552. It is marked 6 miles on the map ;—do you consider it a satisfactory mode of travelling in these days 
to take nearly an hour to travel 6 miles by steam? Of course travelling by tram would be very inferior 
to travelling by railway. Another thing I thought it necessary to point out to you was that, so long as 
the Committee is investigating the question of making a merely suburban line from Sydney to Burwood, 
it would not have the desired elfect which was intended originally—to relieve the Southern line of the 
western traffic. If the line was to he made, or they proposed to make the line a loop line to Liverpool 
from the Illawarra railway it would he of very great benefit, but to stop short at Burwood, I think, would 
he throwing a great deal of money away.
1553. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] Tou have heard of a system of through trams, have you not? Tes.
1554. They run much faster than ordinary trams ? Tes.
1555. I suppose a through tram from Canterbury to Dulwich HilL would taue about one-third of the 
time? I believe it would.
1556. Tou said in your evidence to Mr. Copeland that your line was a shorter line to Sydney than any 
other? Tes, the shortest line to Sydney, as shown on the diagram. It is the shortest between the 
Illawarra line and the Southern line, till you get to a place on the other side of Hurstville—that is the 
shortest line.
1557. The farther you are away from Sydney the more Illawarra line you have got to ruu over, and 
therefore the longer the distance between Liverpool and Sydney ? Of course you utilize a great deal of 
the Illawarra line already made.
1558. Instead of constructing the Dulwich Hill tramway to Canterbury would it not he better to have a 
tramway from Marrickville to Canterbury ? No doubt it could he done.
1559. By that means the Department would get a double traffic—the traffic on the railway and the shilling 
traffic on the tramway ? Tes.
1560. Mr. Hurley?] Are you associated in any way with a Mr. Cameron of Canterbury? No, none what
ever. I merely know him as a shop-keeper; that is all. I don’t suppose I have spoken half a dozen 
words to him in my life.
1561. Mr. ?Dowel?] Tou are a professional engineer, I believe? Tes, I am.
1562. Tou have been employed iu the Government service and also by contractors ? Tes, I have.
1563. Were you employed on the Northern line? Tes.
1504. By whom ? By Proudfoot & Co.

' 1565. And any other contractor ? I have been employed hy Peto, Brassey, & Co., years ago, upon the
Queensland line.
1566. Tou consider yourself thoroughly competent to give an opinion on the various routes indicated on 
that chart ? I do ; from former experience, before I came to this country.
1567. Have you given any study or inquiry to the grades, the heights of the embankments, and the
cuttings on the proposed line the Committee is now considering ? No ; I have not. I have not seen a 
section of the proposed line. I have not even seen the plan or section, and therefore I could not, but I 
know generally the country it travels over. ,
1568. Then you have formed your opinion that it would be an expensive line to construct from your know
ledge locally of the country ? Prom my knowledge locally of the country I consider the line I surveyed

is
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is far superior, and if the estimated cost of constructiug this line is £19,000 per mile, mine would not 
cost £10,000 per mile. The section of that line which I submitted to the Government shows a very easy, 
line. There is only one cutting of considerable magnitude.
1569. When you were exploring the country and mating your survey, and previous to it and afterwards, 
did you give any attention to the surrounding country ? Yes ; a great deal. I took levels from the point 
marked B to the point marked E on this map.
1570. You explored the whole of this intervening country ? I did.
1571. And after making an exploration as an engineer—not as a surveyor—and considering the 
engineering difficulties, you came to the conclusion that that was the best route ? I came to the con
clusion that that was the best route.
1572. From an engineering point of view, not that of cost ? From an engineering point of view. I 
looked upon it as the cheapest and shortest line.
1573. Having stated that you know all the intervening country thoroughly, and that you consider that the 
best line, would you be good enough to inform the Committee what class of country that intervening 
country is ? From Woolli Creek the country to the east is not a country very fit for cultivation. It is 
ridgy, and in some places it is stony, but it could be utilised for building purposes and so forth, and I 
believe that since I made that survey it has been taken up and sold in building portions and so forth. I 
think the whole of that country has been taken up and sold by companies and so forth.
1574. That is, the whole of the country, as I understand you, is undulating, and suitable for residential
sites? Yes. ' .

H. T.
Sanderson,

Esq^

28 Nov., 1889.

1575. That description of the country would apply as much to one route as to another, would it not ? 
Quite so.
1576. I presume you made yourself acquainted with the various centres of population that would be 
likely to be served by the construction of this line ? My impression is there will be as big a population 
there as there will be on the other side of Cook’s Eiver and on the Belmore side. My impression is that 
the whole of this country will be taken up ; in fact, it is being taken up. There are various properties 
along here ; very valuable properties. In fact, the whole of this country has been taken up right to this 
point here, and is pretty well populated.
1577. What was the ruling grade of your survey ? I think the average grade was 1 in 100.
1578. And the curves ? They were nothing under 25 or 30 chains. I do not suppose I made a sharp 
curve. I think the sharpest curve was going from the Illawarra line—10 chains radius—and something 
like 20 chains, running into Belmore.
1579. What bridges ? I think there would be three bridges in all.
1580. Anyexpeusive earthworks ? No. The only cutting of any consequence was one of 40 feet, and 
that might he brought dovvn to a great deal less hy altering the line a little bit.
1581. Supposing the line were constructed according to the blue line shown on that chart, would you say, 
from your intimate knowledge of the country, that the line would serve Canterbury South, Parkestown, 
Kingsgrove, Moorefields, and Belmore ? It would serve this part of the country equally as well as the 
Southern line would.
1582. You are referring now to the intervening centres of population between your surveyed lino and the 
Government line, marked blue ? Yes. .

TUESDAY, 3 DECEMBER, 1889.
present:—

The Hoxoeable JOHN 
The Hon. Andrew Gaeean.
The Hon. Feedeeick Thomas Humpheet. 
The Hon. William Joseph Teickett. 
Jacob Gaeeaed, Esq.

LACKEY (Vice Chaiemah.)
James Ebenezeb Tohkijt, Esq. 
William Speiugthobpe Dowel, Esq. 
Edwaed William O’Sullivan-, Esq. 
Johh Huelet, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Marrickville to the Burwood Eoad.

Mathias Hamburger, Esq., sworn, and examined:—
1583. Vice-Chairman.'] You live where ? I live at Strawberry Hills at present. .
1584. You have sent in a statement to the Committee containing your opinions on the 
structing a railway from Marrickville to Burwood Eoad ? Yes. [Vide Appendix.]
1585. The contents of that paper are your true opinious with reference to the proposed
1586. Is there anything you would like to supplement your evidence by? No.

propriety of con- 

work? Yes.

M.
Hamburger,

Esq.

3 Dee., 1889.

Owen Blacket, Esq., sworn, and examined:—•
1587. Vice-Chairman.] You reside where ? At Auburn. O. Blacket,
1588. You know the proposal to construct a railway from Marrickville to the Burwood Eoad? Yes. Esq.
1589. You know that country ? Well. /■—n
1590. You know the route proposed ? Yes; I know all of it." 3 Deo., 1889.
1591. Do you know the other routes that have been proposed out in that direction—the other surveys, I , 
mean ? I have seen them, but have not taken so much notice of them as of this one.
1592. Do you think the proposed line from Marrickville to Burwood Eoad is a desirable one ? Decidedly.
1593. You think it would be of value to the community ? Of very great value.
1594. Of course you consider it would be of value to those who live in the neighbourhood? Yes, and to
the country at large. .
1595. You think it would give a sufficient return ? Decidedly.
1596. Dr. Oarran.] Do you know the three routes that have been marked out ? Yes.
1597. Are you «f opinion that this one before the Committee, taken as a whole, is the best of the three ?
Yes.
1598. On what ground have you formed that opinion ? It is the shortest straight route.
1599. It is the be'st as a direct route ? Yes.
1600. And also for local purposes ? As far as I can see it is. 1601.
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O. Blacket, 1601.' It goes through grouud as suitable for suburbau residences as any of the others ? Tes, all the 
E3<1; same.

„ 1602. And with such slight deviations as may be necessary for improving the gradients you think it is the
ec'’ ’ best line we could take ? That is my opinion. _

1603. It has been stated here that this route has been determined by land syndicates—-do you know if 
that is so or not ? Not to my knowledge. As regards the property I am interested in, it was bought 
before we knew anything about a railway line being constructed. We iintended to take our goods by the 
Illawarra line. Not till we had settled there did we know that there was a survey there at all.
1601. A line inllueneMby syndicates is very seldom a straight line? Not as a rule.
1605. Do you know a line influenced by syndicates which is a straight line ? No.
1606. This is a straight line ? Direct.
1607. And on the face of it, you do not think it would be influenced by laud-owners ? I should not 
think it is.
1608. We are told that it is Mr. Whitton’s line—the line he told the surveyors to follow? That was
what the surveyors told me, and they carried out his instructions. _
1609. He is not one to be influenced by a land syndicate ? I should not like to approach him.
1610. As far as you know it is free from any private influence—that is all I want to get at? Tes.
1611. Mr. HurleyTou are interested in an industry up there—are you not ? Tes.
1612. What is it ? Manufacturing iron works. '
1613. Would the construction of the line there very materially assist the development of your industry ? 
Decidedly. It would be of all assistance lo us.
1614. What difference would it make in freight compared with what you have to pay now ? A railway 
would cost us Is. 6d. and we have had to pay 7s. 6d. for cartage. The cartage costs us right through the 
■year 7s. 6d. per ton.
1615. On your coal and pig iron ? Tes, on our material.
.1616. So a railway would assist to build up your industry? Decidedly. When we were in fair work we 
turned out 30 tons of castings a week. To each 30 tons of castings we required 8 tons of coke and 5 tons 
of coal. We had to cart all that, and also to cart the castings back to Sydney.
.1617. Did you employ many men ? We had about sixty hands at that time.
1618. In the event of this railway being constructed are you likely to continue those works ? Before 

*we developed it again we might look a little for assistance in the way of protection, but the works 
would be started if we could get any capitalist to put money into the concern. We have lost all our

' 1619. If you could save 5s. 6d. a ton on your carting of coal and other material to and from Sydney ? 
.It would be a large saving to us. • .
' 1620. Would it not be equal to a protective tariff? No ; we would have to pay on a wrong footing. _ 
11621. If we gave you 5s. 6d. a ton, would not that be an advantage to you ? Tes ; we cannot make it
pay now. . .
1622. Tou are at a stand-still, and are not likely to develop the industry unless some advantage is given
to you ? We cannot go on now. _
1623. Are you interested in any land syndicates ? No ; not in any respect. _ _
1624. Mr. O'Sullivan.'] Do you think this proposed line takes the best route to serve the industrial popu
lation in that district ? The population will follow the line. There is a very small population that would 
be affected one way more than another. The lines are a very little distance apart. A population would 
spring up as soon as the line was constructed. _ .
1025. Mr. Trickett.] Tou know that it is proposed that the line should cross the river at Canterbury ?
YeS
1626. It has been stated here that that part is very liable to floods, and that if the line were constructed 
there it would in all probability be washed away—what is your opinion ? I have known it about twenty- 
five years, and I have never known a higher flood than the last flood ; and the railway bridge will go about 
30 feet higher than the top of the present bridge, so that I cannot see how, if the water went level with 
that bridge, it could flood the railway line.
1627. So you think that there is nothing at all in it ? No.

Aaron Brown, Esq., sworn, and examined :—
A.',Brown, 1628. Vice-Chairman.] 'Tou are an Alderman of the Municipality of Canterbury ? Tes.

: -Esq- 1629. How long have you resided there ? About twenty-six years.
-. 16go you know the various lines that have been proposed to connect that district with Sydney by rail ? 

3 Dec., 1889. yeg ig j ]mow w}iat are called “ Bell’s and Kennedy’s lines.” Those are the two popular lines
that I know. I do not recognise any other lines. .
1631. Mr. Trickett.] Do you know the lockspitted line ? Tes, that is Kennedy’s line. _ _
1632. What is your opinion of that line compared with the other surveyed lines ? My opinion of that 
line is, that it is not marked in an equitable position. It does not treat the district fairly. It is too much 
on one side. It does not go fairly through the district.
1633. Is it too much to the south or to the north ? Too much to the north. _ _

.1634. What districts does it avoid which you think should be served ? It avoids the districts which claim 
a priority of right to the railway—the originators of it—Moorefields, Kingsgrove, and Belmore. It was 
the people in those places who were, called upon to give their land for the construction of a railway ; but 

' this line leaves them out in the cold.
1635. How far would the line be from those places ? Some, f of a mile ; some, 1 mile ; and some, lw

'mile ; and some peopleTvould have to go 2 miles in order to get to this line. _ _
1636. By the construction of this line would they be any better off as regards communication with 
Sydney than they are at the present time ? Some would be and some would not be._ _

,1637. Can you tell us how you think the line should go. To begin with, do you think it starts at the 
'right place—at Marrickville station? I am1 not so much acquainted with that locality, but I believe it
does start in a very fair place. . . „ , T ,. . , ,
1638. And until it gets to the river at Canterbury, do you think it is all right so tar ? 1 think' there has

been
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been no objection to the line so far as Canterbury, but beyond Canterbury and Bankstown ■ is where: 
objection has been taken all through.
1639. Until it reaches Canterbury you approve of it? Yes, thoroughly.
1640. Do you approve of the mode of crossing the river at Canterbury”? I.do not.
1641. How do you think it should cross the river ? I think it should cross the rivemiearly opposite > the’: 
sugar works where there is a spur coming down alongside the Cup-and-saucer Creek:. The ■ line could 
cross there on the high-level banks, and the difficulty of constructing a bridge would be considerably less ; 
besides saving upwards of 300 yards of embankment, and it would then be a more' intermediate:, 
line. There are 8 miles between the Illawarra and the Parramatta lines, and I think that in.fairness ■ the:' 
line should go as square as possible between the two—not within 2 miles of the one and 6 of .the other.-.
1642. You think that at Canterbury it should cross the river more to the south? Yes.
1643. How much more to the south;—a quarter of a mile ? About one-eighth of a mile.,
1644. After passing the river at Canterbury it would take a more southerly course? Yes.; in close'.; 
proximity to Canterbury Eoad, and cross it at the 9-mile peg,' where you would have no obstruction!, 
whatever.

A..Brown,-,
Esq...

S.ijeg., 18S0.

1645. Is that line surveyed? It is partly.. Of course the route by Belmore, which I.have beem 
suggesting, is a sort of deviation to meet the people half-way;—to make a compromise between Beilis: 
line and Kennedy s line. It would serve Moorefields, Kingsgrove, and Belmore, and then junction onto; 
the lock-spitted line at Bankstown. .
1640. \\ e do not get on so far with this line under consideration ;—Burwood Eoad is our; terminus;?: 
But of course the line will eventually go there.
164:. Would the line which you are describing, and which you think desirable, work in to come out 'at: 
the Burwood Eoad somewhere about where this line is proposed to go ? It would come out at.Sharp-- 
street. It was originally Burwood Eoad, but the Council has named it Sharp-street.
1648. That is where the Grovernment have made it go ? Yes. Bell’s line is surveyed there. There is::a'. 
7 or 8 miles peg—8 miles and 7 chains, or something like that—at Sharp-street. .
1649. By taking the line you suggest, would not other districts be deprived of railway communication??
Hot that I know of. J
1650. Is it not a fact that the lock-spitted line is a kind of compromise line so as to suit all the locality 
there to the best advantage ? I do not agree with you there.
1651. I am only asking you ? I say no it does not, because it goes on what I call the verge of all the 
population, and avoids the centres—the centre of the population of the Canterbury locality.
1652. "Would the line you suggest be a suitable place for a growing population ? My opinion is it would 
be far better than the lock-spitted line, as it is on the ridge of the high ground the whole way, and therefore; 
on more eligible ground for settlement.
1653. Would it be a more expensive line to construct ? In my opinion it would not be nearly so difficult. 
I have travelled over both lines on foot, and there are no hills at all on it, whereas on the other line it,is 
up-hill and down dale all the way.
1654. We have had it stated in evidence by several witnesses that the lock-spitted line is the result of 
public opinion—accepted as a compromise ; have you heard that ? I have never heard that before.
1655. Are you sure that there are many people of your way of thinking—that the line should take a more 
southerly course ? I think it should go intermedially.
1656. Do you know other people of the same way of thinking as yourself ? There are other people who 
think the same way as I do—a great many of them ; in fact the people there, if they had a voice in the 
matter would be more for Bell’s line than for Kennedy’s, that is provided they were sure of getting a line,' 
for they have been under the impression that by objecting they will get no line at all, and therefore were 
satisfied to take an outside line. If they were sure of getting a line they would very nearly all go for 
Bell’s line. In fact, some of the people who are now going for Kennedy’s line, say that my line would 
suit them the best, but “ what is the use of going against the Government ” is their cry.
1657. That is what we have been led to believe all along—that they look on the lock-spitted line as the best
compromise to suit all parties ? They have looked upon it in that way, as they say it is better to take 
that outside line than have none at all, but if the people who had a prior right in the matter were sure of 
getting a line, they would go for Bell’s line. '
1658. Have there been meetings to arrive at the opinion you express ? There have been meetings at:my 
residence.
1659. How many people attended those meetings? I suppose about 150 at one time, and perhaps.200 or. 
300 at another .time. I have had two meetings at my place.
1660. Eesidents of the locality ? So far as I knew.
1661. I suppose that was an out-door meeting ? It was a public meeting.announced by hand-bills.. Of 
course my place was not big enough to hold the whole lot so they stood outside.
1662. Do you think it would be better to have the lock-spitted line than no line at all ? I certainly
would agree with you there, better to have the lock-spitted line than no line at all; but I am sure that 
Bell s line is far before the lock-spitted line, both from a national and local point of view. I have a letter 
in my pocket which I have written to the press, and have been congratulated upon, if the Chairman would 
like to look at it. ; » n >
1663. I suppose you:are aware that you are almost the only witness who has given evidence in' the 
direction you have stated, that all the witnesses called up to the present time have accepted the lock-• 
spitted line as the best compromised line? Yes ; for reasons. They are frightened we will get no line at 
all, but I never was of that way of thinking, but always said we were sure to have a line, because the 
line would pay, and would be of a national, even more than local, benefit.
1664. Do you think that the tramway extended to Canterbury would answer as well as a railway ?■ I do 
not recognise trams at all, and never did. They are an abominable nuisance wherever .they go.
1665. What are your ideas as to the probability of the line from Marrickville to the Burwood Eoad 
paying the Government ? I am sure it would pay. My belief is that any line 10 miles out of the city 
would be a paying line.
1666. Have you ever calculated the number of people that would be benefited at the present time by a 
railway from Marrickville to the Burwood Eoad ? I have. I.should think from 10,000 to 12,000.
1667. Would that be by the route you advocate or by the lock-spitted line ? Both alike, because there is
very little difference between the two in that distance- 1<568.
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A. Brown) 
Esq.

3J3ec., 1889.

1633. That is to say that in the part we are considering there is very little difference ? It would not 
make much difference that I can see to the Burwood Boad, hut when you went further it would make a lot 
of difference.
1669. Then I understand that your chief objection is when it goes beyond the Burwood Boad ? My chief 
objection is, that it leaves the people who have a prior right to the line out in the cold—the originators 
of the line living at Moorefields, Kingsgrove, and Belmore.
1670. Are those places beyond the Burwood Boad ? With the exception of Kingsgrove.
1671. But do you object to the lock-spitted line from Marrickville to the Burwood Boad? lam only
objecting in this way—that I say it is not treating the people fairly and justly. 1
1672. Which people ? The people of the district. _
1673. What people? I say the people beyond Canterbury—that is the people who reside iu Kingsgrove,
Moorefields, and Belmore. Those are the people who were asked to give their land for the construction 
of this line, and now they are going to be left out in the cold. _
1671. AT/'. Qarrard.'] They will save their land won’t they? No doubt they will, but they will not have 
the same convenience of transit in and out of the city. _ _
1675. Mr. Trickett.~\ When this line reaches the Burwood Eoad is its position there suitable to its
extension on to Bankstown ? Most decidedly it is suitable. .
1676. It might easily be extended on to Bankstown if thought advisable ? Just the same sort of work to 
go through—cuttings and so on—as from Canterbury to the Burwood Boad.
1677. I mean the line as marked out ■would be easy of extension to Bankstown ? Quite so. It would 
not be any heavier work than between Marrickville and the Burwood Boad.
1678. Then your chief objection to the line from Canterbury to the Burwood Boad is that it does not
come quite near enough to Moorefields, Kingsgrove, and Belmore ? Tes, that is my objection. My 
objection is that the line is not a fair one for the whole district. It is only 2 miles from one existing 
line, and 5 or 6 miles from the other. _
1679. Of which line does it come within 2 miles ? The Great Southern and Western railway.
1680. Mr. Hurley.~] You say there are persons that have a prior right to the line ; will you state how they
came to have any prior right ? The original committee that was formed came along there and asked us 
to give our laud for the construction of this line. We did so. They had a plan showing the line they 
wanted, and that line ran on the south side of Canterbury Boad right away through to Liverpool. That 
line was surveyed by Mr. Surveyor Bell in 1884, the survey being completed, I suppose, somewhere about 
June or July in that year, pending the Stuart Government railway policy. They expected that the line 
would be included in that Government’s railway policy, but we were left out in the cold. They held au 
indignation meeting because the line was omitted from that G°v'emme:nJ’s railway policy. _
1681. Shortly, it amounts to this, that because they were the first persons to move in the matter'—-agitate 
for a railway—they have a claim prior to that of any other person—that is the sum and substance ot it ? 
Yes. You would naturally think so when they were called upon to give their land.
1682. You were saying that they are not running the line equitably ? No, they are not.
1683. They should go a certain distance to the south ? Yes.
1384. One-eighth of a mile, I understand you ? Yes, where they fork off, but as they go further on 
the distance increases. There is a length of 5 miles from where they fork off at Canterbury to where 
they join again at Bankstown.
1685. You say there is a difference of one-eighth of a mile ? Yes, at that one spot.
1686. Would that materially interfere with the people resident in that district, they having to go 220 yards 
more to reach the railway ? No. At that particular place it would not, certainly.
1687. So you raise an objection to the line because you think it should go farther south and will serve a 
larger number of people, with only a difference of 220 yards as regards its position ? Yes, at that 
particular spot; but if you go along the lines farther on there is over a mile between, and that is where 
the people would suffer and not where there is only one-eighth of a mile between. Any sensible 
person would know the people there would not suffer, but it is at Moorefields and Kingsgrove whore the 
people would suffer.
1688. You are smarting under a disappointment, are you not, because the Government have not adopted
the route suggested by you ? I am not smarting under any disappointment, but am only fighting for a 
just cause. _
1689. That line will go through your land ? Yes, and it is the proper place for it to go through. It must 
go through somebody’s land.
1690. Does the lock-spitted line go through your land ? No.
1691. But the original line did ? Yes. ' _
1692. And you think it ought to go through there now-? That is if you want to make a fair and 
equitable distribution of advantages ; but if you want to go on one side you can go where you like.

. David Dunn Middleton, Esq., sworn, and examined:—
U. D. 1693. Vice-Chairman.'] Where do you reside ? Peakhurst.

Middleton, 1694. Whore is that ? About miles from Hurstville Station. _ ^
Esq. 1695. You have taken an interest in the proposed railway extension out in that direction ? Well, both as 

to th® district, and also with regard to the large area of Crown lands ; that is within, I should say, about 
. ec., 3 or 4 miles of one of the proposed lines. _ _

1696. Mr. Humphery.] You expressed a desire to give evidence, did you not, with regard to this proposed 
extension of the railway from Marrickville to the Burrvood Boad? Yes. _
1697. Would you be good enough to give the evidence you desire the Committee to have before them ? I 
came hero and examined those plans in connection with the locality and the location of the Crown lands, 
and also the different routes, and taking them into consideration, I think that Mr. Simpson’s line is the 
best—that is the line into Arncliffe, or the line into Hurstville.
1698. You advocate the line that starts from Arncliffe? Yes. _
1699. And then to take up Bell’s line ? Yes. With a deviation from the 11-mile peg into George’s
Biver slightly, as far as it could be taken, so as to make a direct communication with some 6,000 or 7,000 
acres of Crown lands on the opposite side of George’s Biver. _ _ _
1700. What distance from Sydney ? In a direct line as the crow would fly, within 10 miles of Sydney.
1701. By the proposed railway route you speak of? By the Hurstville route, about 16 miles.

1702.
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a distance of 8 D- D...
. Middleton,

Eeq.
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1702. The line under consideration is between Marrickville and Burwood Road ; that is 
miles from Sydney ? Tes. .
i T°U ®ay yOU are living at Peakliurst, 2i miles from Hurstville Station P Yes. ■
1/04. Are you living between Hurstville Station and Burwood Road, or between Hurstville Station and 
quarter11' ^urstvi^e an<^ Greorge’s River. I am about a mile from Oakley’s platform, or a mile and a 3

1705. As a suburban line, do you think a railway between Marrickville and Burwood Road would be 
interior to the line you suggest between Arncliffe and Burwood Road ? I do.
1700 What population would be served by a line between Arncliffe and (say) 4 miles distant ? That I 
could not say. J
i^vno' y°U n°^ aware th® proposed line is less than 5 miles from Marriclcville ? Yes. '
1708. To arrive at that point 8 miles from Sydney—from Arncliffe, what population Would be served ? 
ihat 1 could not state.
1709. Do you know the country between Arncliffe and there ? Yes ; very well.
1710. Is it not rough country? Parts of it. ■
1711. Would it serve Canterbury ? Ho ; it would not.
1712. Would it serve South Marrickville P No, it would not. •

Can you_say whether it wouid serve any settled population at the present time? The principal 
settled population would be the population on the Canterbury Road. That would be from Belmore Of 

-“ore central, and more between the two lines than the proposed line 
1714. Would not that be beyond the 8 miles ? Yes.

8 “il®.s woidd it serve any population at all ? It would serve population.
* ^°P.ulatJon • Wy11, lf dldJ.not serve a veiy £reat population at the present time it would

create a population, because the country from Arncliffe to Bell’s line has got no communication dt all.
if Uk U k0 a sultaWe line to make ? Yes ; if the line were carried through to Liver-

W01lld l>e suitable, but if carried only part of the way I don’t think it would, nor that any other
Hurstville T d^not tV^V^6 Hu1rstvllle llne- tllmk itpajs 5 or 6 per cent.; but if it stopped at 
line would neve btthmk-1* uTIl Pry V?1, Cent-. Hurstville would never have been what it is, and the 
more, j °°' “d ‘lle bei.g .o auch ,

m! Y.Z h” rnorgS'ttem fP Na°f retUr“ “d Sjdn0J ? 1 M th*m'
u^0w,mldau?bUhrl«n Hne d° y?U n0t tl]ink that tlie line as Proposed between Marrickville and the 8-mile 
«i,?,e d rilmo ap beTt er Pa71ngdne :ln every respect than the one you suggest between Arncliffe and the
W haveTf I , Itwouldkf,l£ o^J constructed to the 8-mile peg; but as far as Canterbury is concerned 

they have got a tramway within about a mile of Canterbury.
1721. Do you know the lock-spitted route ? Yes.
1722. You see where it stops at the 8-mile pe<* ? Yes. •

P08BidlebydeT^0Mei^1^riloi1horBoutlit0 serve population beyond the 8-mile 
pe0, as you desire if it were deemed advisable—by a deviation would it not serve the district you speak 

™ ° giVe aCCess t0 the Crown lands to which you refer ? Yes; certainly. 3 P
7that i1T^^lm',U^Vlli be d°ne by c.on.structing the line from Marrickville to the Burwood Road 

wnuld* V• ld b ? b1^-t0 re?alr1 any mJury you thiBk “ig11* be done constructing a line which
„ ° fVe aCC1esS t0 t!le Crown lands ? Yes ; by constructing that line in that way it would require
thSe deviationT ^ ° ^ Constructed’ and there would be a greater distance to travel through taking

thf DVeten/nDulU1!VUr®d0f r J®® ; ^ would create a greater distance than the line marked blue on 
the present plan-a considerable distance more. By going from Arncliffe a great deal of bridge-making
aki0Jv °Bld bf ,saved’ afd also, embankments on the low flats in going into Marrickville. S °
1726 Would there not be a difference in length between Marrickville and Arncliffe would not passen- 
g _rs ave to travel beyond Marrickville to Arncliffe before starting on the proposed line from Arncliffe to 

? n,Tbfy. ^uldhave to travel a mile and a half further on the Illawarra line.
from Arnclfflfto Bdll Hnc ? that t}l° lme you advocate is that suryeyd by Mr. Sanderson,

slrvedW^Dul'wicbRGl 1° ^ tbe Canterbury race-course ? The Canterbury race-course would be 
1729 A J £ a?th7s rmw^7’ °r by P6,0?1® bemg carrled bI tramway to Ashfield Railway Station.
-S' that c^untrv co^f ! u c“lcerned-the permanently-staked line, the one under consideration

H??' ThataS almost.the end of the proposed line to Burwood Road, is it not ? Yes 
hifw^ ^ h®7Up the remaining country-the country
tramway j a[trl®k^lbe^d Burw?od ^oadi that is served now, to a large extent, by the7 Dulwich Hid 
tramway, is it not ? To a certain extent it is, but not as far as Canterbury. But you put a question to 
me with regard to the Canterbury race-course J J P question to
nnrfi'onbw7!l!fnhP0rti0Vuth+at country be™g already served by the Dulwich Hill tramway, the remaining 
Canterbury b d 7 tramway ±rom Asbfield to Canterbury ? Not to the Burwood Road, but only

1733. Almost to Burwood Road ? Yes.
ilot' •?i°W £af,is Canterbury from Burwood Road? I should say about 2 miles.
ilia m e’ 18 A not ? 1 sbould say it is 2 miles to the 8-mile peg
1737' Sn fht pnt- Wer° !aken ?f7 Canterbury, it would serve the Belmore country as well ? Yes.

l™ of ta»nw.r from A.Meld to
H39 nccessity for this line at all ? Not to the 8-mile peg, if you stop there.
mifffr£ oakle7S3 ^ ereSted “ any land m tbat district ? 1 bave “7 homestead at about 1*

freun'the Sway^tb6 Hne y°U ^ Proposing now? 1 think ^ould bring me about the same distance

1741. How much land have you got there ? Pourteen to 15 acres.
35—H

1742.
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1742. I suppose if the line were constructed to Arncliffe it ^vould materially enhance the value pf that 
land ? Hot more than Bell’s line, running through Canterbury.
1743. Would this line that is proposed—the lino from Marrickville to the Burwood Boad—enhance the 
value «f your property in any way wLrfever? Ho.
1744. Would the line you suggest from Arncliffe increase the value of your property in any way? It 
might slightly.
1745. Do you think you are not influenced to a certain extent by the fact that that line would increase
the value of your property in suggesting this railway ? Hot at all. ' _
1746. Then why do you choose a railway where there is no population at present in preference to a railway 
which you must know would go through a populated district? My reason for choosing that is that I am 
employed in the Survey or-General’s Department, and am supposed, and am paid to look to the interests 
of tho Crown lands ; and that is one motive that has brought me here to-day and making a deviation^ as 
I say, as near George’s River as practicable, would increase the value of that land to tho value of similar 
land an equal distance from Sydney harbour—that is to £2C0, or £250 per acre.
1747. Would a lino from Arncliffe increase the value of the Government lands more than the proposed 
line would ? Ho ; it would not, if constructed only to the S-mile peg.
1748. That is the only line we have got under consideration—at least an extension to Liverpool is not 
before the Committee ? Tes. But if that line is constructed to the 8-mile peg, it is two to one if it is 
not constructed right through, and I wish to draw attention to the fact that there are Crown lands there 
to that extent. Within the population area of Sydney—that is a distance of 10 miles from Sydney in a 
direct line—there are between 5,000 and 6,000 acres of Crown lands, and on this side of George’s Kiver 
there must be something like 50,000 or 60,000 acres.

Myles McKae, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined:—
M. McRae, 1749. Yice-01iairman.~\ Tou are a member of the Legislative Assembly ? Tes.
Esq., M.P. 1750. For tbe Electorate of Morpeth ? Tes.

1751. Tou know the proposed route ? Tes ; I was the originator of tho loop-line.
3 Dec., 1889.1752. The loop-line to Liverpool ? Between St. Peters and Liverpool. I advocated the loop-line. I 

believed that when tbe northern traffic would be junctioned on to the southern and western it would bo 
incumbent on the Government to relieve the northern and western of the southern traffic, and that a loop
line between St. Peters and Liverpool would have that effect.
1753. Two or three different lines have been recommended, I think ? Tes.
1754. Which of those do you recommend? Wo formed ourselves into a working committee of twelve, 
and we recommended a line from St. Peters by Cup-and-Saucor Creek, Moorefields, Belmore, and direct 
to Liverpool. Advocates of other routes condemned our route on account of the costliness of three 
bridges—one across Cook’s Kiver, and two across George’s Kiver. The Committee recognizing the 
objection, by resolution shifted to Arncliffe, thereby getting rid of one of the obnoxious bridges, and a 
mile and a half of railway construction, and tho resumptions between Canterbury and St. Peters, and 
Marrickville all totalling up to about £100,000. I may say that the resumptions now between Canterbury 
and St. Peters will be far greater, because development has taken place there in the building of houses.
1755. It appears that the Government have abandoned the project of connecting tho line between 
Marrickville, Cook’s Kiver or Arncliffe, or any. of those places, and Liverpool, and the work submitted to 
this Committee now, is a line from Marrickville to Burwood Koad ? Tes.
1756. Tou know that line? Tes.
1757. Tou know the country ? Tes. I may say in reference to this proposal before the Committee that 
we failed to enlist the sympathy of tho residents of St. Peters. They objected to sign a petition which 
we presented to the then Minister of Works. I think it was Mr. Wright. They said “ wo already have 
railway communication and Marrickville is pierced by tho tramway.” They refused to co-operate with us. 
I myself think that the railway is required to relievo the northern and western railway of the southern 
traffic—a loop line is required to Liverpool or not required at all, but this section is only a sop to gratify 
the assumptions of ratepayers.
1758. It is hardly our business to inquire into. We are just to take evidence as to the propriety of 
constructing this line without reference to the other at all? I do not think it is required at all.
1759. Do you think that if it were constructed it would not pay ? I think that were the Government to 
construct the line along the route which you are considering and which hugs the western railway and the 
southern railway they would be in the anomalous position of constructing a railway to make the present 
railway a dead letter. I can understand an opposition company constructing a railway to compete against 
the Government, but I cannot understand the Government constructing such a railway.
1760. Dr. Garran.~\ Do you think that if this line to Burwood Koad were constructed it would 
lead to the settlement of a large suburban population along the lino ? The settlement has already taken 
place there because the inhabitants are the recipients of tramway communication and railway communi
cation—the Illaw'arra railway on the one side and the Great Western on the other and the tramway 
between. So that of itself encourages settlement and any other expenditure that would detract from 
that would have a detrimental effect so far as the revenue of existing lines is concerned.
1761. Do you think that if this railway were made to Burwood Road, in ten years’ time the population 
carried by that railway would be ton times what it is now ? It all depends upon the increased population 
that the country is susceptible of^-the metropolis.
1762. Do you think that as a suburban line it would be a dead failure? Tes; because the cost of 
resumptions would be too great.
1763. Tou think it could not possibly pay ? I do not think it could. It would be at the expense of the 
tramway if it did.
1764. Ton think it would be a national loss? I think so.
1765. Tou are prepared to commit yourself to that as a public man? Tes I have opposed the 
construction of a railway from Marrickville, because it is a low-lying country. To begin with it is a hot
bed of disease and tbe whole of that land should be resumed by the Government in tho interests of public 
health. The Government should do nothing to increase settlement on a country that is not adapted 
for settlement. ■

D. D.
Middleton,

Esq.

3 Dec., 1889.
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17G6. But we have it in evidence that tbat is a very short piece of about three quarters of a mile, and M. McBae, 
that as soon as the railway is over that flat all the rest of the land is good suburban land ;—do you dispute ■ Bsq-, M.P. 
that fact ? Iso doubt all the country beyond is good suburban country.
1707. We are told that on the whole the Marrickville Station is the best to start from ? I dispute that. ec'’ '
No junction on the Illawarra railway will bear favourable comparison with a junction at Arncliffe ; since 
the G overnment are making Cook’s Biver a navigable commercial centre. -You get the inland traffic with 
the ocean traffic, and consequently no other junction would bear any comparison with one at Arncliffe.
As regards settlement take the Illawarra railway between Cook’s Biver and George’s Biver. Before the 
construction of that , line there was hardly a dozen tenements, but now you can count them by the 
thousand. Settlement will follow, and the distance between Arncliffe and Liverpool is only ll-j miles, 
and by going direct it is over comparatively level country, you distribute your favours equally between 
the Southern Bailway, the Western Eailway, and the Illawarra Bailway. '
1768. You say that if a lino is made from Arncliffe it will serve a large suburban population, but if made 
from St. Peters it will not ? Not so great. Tbat is taking everything into consideration. I may say 
that most of the landed proprietors between Arncliffe and Liverpool have agreed to give so much land as 
will be required, free of charge to the Government, and on account of the development not being so great 
as it is between Marrickville and the village of Canterbury, the State will bo exempted from expense of 
resumptions.
1769. But you are aware as a Member of Parliament that under the Public Works Act, the Govern
ment when dealing with a fair sized estate can always take into account the benefit given to the residue of 
the estate by the improvement and recoup itself ? I was not aware of that fact. I thought the Govern
ment had to resume land for railway purposes and pay the market value.
1770. But if there is any residue ot the estate to a considerable amount, tbe Government can take into 
consideration the benefit given to that residue P ‘That is a new departure. Most people have generally 
looked on the Government as a good milch cow, and have wanted double instead of making concessions.
1771. Under these circumstances— seeing the Government can always get justice for itself—do you think 
it is supreme importance to ask people to give their land ? Giving the land reduces the cost considerably. '
1772. I understand you to say you were one of tbe early advocates of a direct line to Liverpool;—that is 
a loop-line ? Yes.
1773. Did I understand you to say that as a justification for the loop-line you laid great stress on the 
fact that it would give relief to the Southern and Western Bail ways ? My opinion is that the only justifi
cation for the construction of the loop-line is that it would relieve the Western line of the southern traffic.
1774. If there is to be a loop-line, the shorter the distance between Liverpool and Sydney the better, is 
it not ? The Arnclifte route is a little shorter than any other route, and that was a great consideration 
with us. One of the “ planks ” that we adopted was that this railway should be constructed to bring the 
southern traffic the shortest distance to the metropolis, and Arncliffe is the starting point for that purpose.
1775. When you say the shortest distance, do you mean the shortest amount of new line to make? And 
the shortest distance as well.
1776. Do_ you mean that going from Arncliffe to Liverpool'is a shorter distance than striking off from
Marrickville ? Yes. Prom Arncliffe to Liverpool is about 11 miles, and to Sydney about 4J miles 
making 15. I think the other route is 17 miles. . "*
1777. Does not the line from Arncliffe go between Woolli Creek and Cook’s Biver ? A survey has been 
made, and I think the steepest grade is 1 in 100 or 1 in 120. By going on one side of Woolli Creek you 
avoid a rise of undulating country, but the whole of the distance is comparatively level country, and then 
if Canterbury is required to be served a deviation could take place so that the line could go along to the 
south-eastern side of Canterbury and up Cup-and-saucer Creels:.
1778. But we have it in evidence that if the line is pinched between Woolli Creek and Cook’s Biver it 
will not be so easy of access from tbe other side as by the route it takes now;—can you dispute that ?
The Undercliff estate which is on one side was sold twelve months ago by the Permanent Building Society 
for something like £250 an acre, and the land on the other side, while the land mania existed, sold as 
high as £400. It is better adapted for suburban purposes than any other on account of tho good 
drainage that exists there. The elevation is, I suppose, about 100 or 150 feet above sea-level.
1779. Do you dispute the statement that by running a line on the ridge between Woolli Creek and 
Cook’s Biver the line is not so accessible 2 or 3 miles from each side of the line as the proposed line ;—• 
do you think it is as accessible? All that country is accessible because the elevation is not of that 
character that would make it inaccessible. It is only 100 feet above sea-level, and any person who is not a 
cripple could get up that height.
1780. It is not a question so much of elevation as the crossing of water courses ? You avoid crossing 
Cook’s Biver by starting from Arncliffe, and you follow Woolli Creek on the western side. It runs 
parallel with the proposed route.
1781. It crosses Woolli Creek, does it not ? I think it runs on one side.
1782. But it crosses it ? _ It may eventually cross it. Woolli Creek starts near Sait Pan Creek or perhaps a 
mile this side, and runs into Cook’s Biver in a direct southerly direction, I think.
1783. I understood you to say that although you proposed to start from Arncliffe, you proposed to work 
north again to connect with Canterbury ? I would not do anything of the kind because the valley of 
Canterbury is within a mile and a-half of the Great Western Eailway, and the village of Canterbury has 
no cause of complaint. The tramway reaches to Dulwich Hill, and by continuing that another mile you 
could connect with the racecourse. Therefore Canterbury has no cause of complaint at all for want of 
railway communication.
1784. So you throw Canterbury out ? Decidedly. ■
1785. And you go from Arncliffe to Belmore ? Yes, and direct to Liverpool. To accommodate the
southern traffic I would take a straight line between Arncliffe and Liverpool, so that the southern traffic 
would be brought near tbe city and save the enormous haulage which extra distance would involve through 
all time. I would not consider one paltry village in a work of this character. I should go direct. I 
wmuld not consider a few villages or humpies. ’
1786. Your line is practically Mr. Sanderson’s line ? Not necessarily. This would not he a loop-line at
all, but the whole of the southern traffic would go over it on account of the saving of distance, and I 
think that any line to be constructed for that purpose should go direct irrespective of the consideration 
of any person on either side or any settlement, because the settlement will follow immediately, as was 
the case on the Illawarra line. ‘ 1707
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1787. You would rather consider the settlement of the future than the settlement of to-day ? There is 
settlement right through, but not to the extent that there is on the low land at Marrickville where there 
are houses that should be pulled down if we had regard to public health. There are 4 or 5 feet of water 
there every flood.
1788. Do you think we ought to deviate this line out of consideration for the little townships there are 
now ? No ; I would not deviate at all.
1789. You disregard Belmore and Bankstown and the whole lot of them ? Yes. Belmore extends right 
across the country for miles; they call perhaps 4 or 5 miles of the country there Belmore—north, south, 
east, and west. You go through Belmore no matter what route you adopt.
1790. But you do not go through the heart of the population ? There is very little population at 
Belmore. There are only a few houses there. At Kingsgrove and at Moorfields there are almost as 
many houses as at Belmore, but the people there do not sing out so loudly.
1791. Then practically you advocate what is here called the Belmore route, except that you start from 
Arncliffe ? Yes ; I advocate a direct route. The Government have Crown lands on the southern side 
of George’s Biver which would be enhanced in value. I believe the Government intend to construct a 
bridge across George’s Biver at Liverpool, and that bridge would be available for railway as well as 
for vehicular traffic.
1792. But so far as the bridge at Liverpool is concerned, the Belmore route and the lockspitted route are 
very much the same? Yes. There is a great reason why a junction should not take place at Liverpool. 
Because Liverpool is situated on the banks of George’s Biver—the present station is on the banks of 
George’s Biver, and there is hardly room to swing a cat there at the present time. I think that a 
junction beyond Liverpool—on towards Minto—w'ould bo much better, tor it would go right through 
Government land.
1793. Mr. O'Sullivan.'] Why do you suggest this line should bo taken to Arncliffe ? Well the Working 
Committee, of which I was one, decided after mature consideration, that Arncliffe would be far preferable 
as a junction to Marrickville, and we, in figuring the matter out, saw there would be a saving to the State 
of £100,000, which is a big consideration in railway expenditure. The Marrickville authorities, in fact 
the Municipality, are up in arms and want the Government to resume land not fit for settlement, and for 
that reason no junction should take place there.
1794. I..understood that one of your reasons for suggesting a junction at Arncliffe, was that the 
Government are making Cook’s Biver navigable ? Yes.

•1795. Do you think it is likely that traffic brought down by railway would be shipped upon Cook’s 
Biver ? Yes. .
1796. Where would it go to ? It would go for consumption the same as any other produce.
1797. Do you mean to say that large vessels could enter Botany Bay, go to Cook’s Biver, load heavy 
cargo and get out again ? There is a steamer on Cook’s Biver belonging to Mr. Cass, which takes cargoes 
of blue metal and coal and lands it on the Government wharf.
1798. Do you think that Botany Bay and Cook’s Biver w'ould compete against Sydney ? I believe Cook’s 
Biver will be a second Darling Harbour within twenty years, and as soon as Cook’s Biver is navigable 
produce from north and south will come in as freely as in Darling Harbour now.
1799. Do you know the depth of Botany Bay ? It varies to a considerable extent. I suppose there is 
15 feet of water there. Steamers that trade to navigable rivers can enter Botany heads now.
1800. Do you refer to intercolonial steamers ? No ; I do not.
1801. How could Cook’s Biver become a depot, the same as Darling Harbour is now ? The traffic at 
Darling Harbour is so great that persons sending drays to load there have to wait two and three hours 
before they can get their turn. At the present time produce from the north and south coast—■ 
agricultural produce, and timber—can be delivered from Cook’s Biver to St. Peters, Newtown, Marrickville, 
Petersham, Ashfield, and Burwood, within a shorter distance than it is delivered from Darling Harbour, 
and there are no disabilities at Cook’s Kiver—no extra charges,—and coasters, in bringing their produce, 
will land it wdiere they will be submitted to the least expenditure.
1802. I understand you to imply it will be an import trade ? There will be the trade that is required for
the consumption of the metropolis—the same as the trade of Darling Harbour supplies that -want at the 
present time. ,
1803. You mean that the coastal vessels, instead of coining into Port Jackson, will go up Botany Bay, and 
land produce near Arncliffe, and it will be distributed by railway to the intervening suburbs towards 
Sydney ? Well, it could be sent. The produce would come by ocean, would be landed at Cook’s Biver, 
and sent by rail up country, as it is now from Bedfern. You could junction the water carriage with the 
land carriage. Drays would distribute the produce to the different centres.
1804. So far as the intervening suburbs are concerned, between Arncliffe and Sydney, could not that be 
done at the present time by the Illawarra railway ? But you were speaking about the produce that came 
up the open roadstead ; and I say the produce could be distributed to the centres I mention from a shorter 
distance than by bringing it from Darling Harbour as they have to bring it now. The drays bring it out 
as far as Burwood.
1805. Admitting all that, and also that produce could be brought from the coast of Botany Bay, and into 
Cook’s Biver, will not the present Illawarra and Western Bailway do all you want without another line 
of railway being built ? There is no doubt it will.
1806. How can the loop-line help this import trade to Marrickville, New'town, Petersham, and Ashfield? 
I do not think the loop-line was considered to benefit the importation of produce.
1807. But I understood you to say that one of the reasons for suggesting Arncliffe was that it was likely 
to become a port ? Yes ; and so it will. I believe that in twenty years Cook’s Biver will be a second 
Darling Harbour if the population increases.
1808. But now you suggest that Arncliffe will be a receptacle for the imports from the coast, to be dis
tributed to Marrickville, Petersham, and Ashfield ? Yes, by drays and trollies.
1809. That being so, you do not require a railway running west for imports that go to the east? No; 
you do not. But this loop-line will accommodate the people of the southern district. They will save 6 
or 7 miles of haulage through all time by this loop-line being constructed.
1810. But they would not use the port ? Ido not see why they should not. Port Jackson is used by
those parties now. When we have droughts, produce that comes by the ocean goes up the country in 
thousands of tons, and it could go from Cook’s Biver. 1811.
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1811. Tou say that the Marrickville and Dulwich tramway runs parallel with the Illawarra line for a M. M‘-Rae,
certain distance, and then parallel with the proposed line ;—do you consider the country between Mar- 
rickville and the end of Dulwich Hill is served at the present time hy that tramway ? I do. 3
1812. You say that Canterbury is about 1^ mile or 2 miles farther on ;—do you think that if a tramway eC’’ " 
were laid down from Ashfield to Canterbury it would serve Canterbury and the race-course ? Decidedly.
1813. And that being so do you think it is necessary to construct this line between Marrickville and Bur
wood Road ? Ho ; I am opposed to it.
1814. Mr. Hurley.'] Tou own some land near Arncliffe, do you not ? Tes.
1815. Is that anywhere in close proximity to the route you propose for any line? It is about equi
distant, or perhaps a little nearer than the junction at Marrickville ; hut I do not think that hears on the 
question at all, because any railway, expenditure will benefit all the land the line runs through. I have 
got no land at Arncliffe this line would run through, if that is what you are aiming at.
1816. Had you anything to do with the survey, or did you pay the cost of a survey of what is called 
Sanderson’s line ? Tes ; I agreed to pay Mr. Sanderson a certain sum which I did pay—£10, I think, for
a flying survey. -
1817. Was that with a view of securing a better route than the one proposed? The Committee were 
very anxious about this loop-line. We presented a petition signed hy 14,000 people. Of course you can 
get people to sign a petion for anything.
1818. Was that signed by those persons connected with the Marrickville flats? No; St. Peters abso
lutely refused to have anything at all to do with the petition, hut we thought that the loop-line would be 
required when the northern traffic would be junctioned on to the western, and we knew also that it would 
open up a suburban country and would benefit all the land it passed through belonging to Brown, Jones, 
or Smith, or anybody else.
1819. So, practically you paid for the survey of that line by Mr. Sanderson ? Well, there were two or 
three others as well—some of the Committee and myself.
1820. Was that done with the view of getting the Q-overnment to construct that line ? We recognised 
the objection that was made to the Marrickville route, because it involved the construction of three 
bridges, and we wanted to get rid of one of the bridges. The bridge that carries the Illawarra railway 
now was in course of construction then, and that would carry the loop-line as well, so we got rid of a 
bridge and a mile and a half of railway construction and resumptions that would cost £100,000
] 821. .Prom a national stand-point you believe that route is the most advantageous ? Tes ; I do. There 
is no junction that would bear any comparison with the Arncliffe junction.
1822. Tou believe it is a necessity ? If the country believes this loop-line is required to relieve the 
northern line I say that the loop-line to Liverpool is either required to be constructed or it is not. I 
don’t care whether it is constructed or not.
1823. Do you believe now it is not a necessity ? I believe that a loop-line from Arncliffe to Liverpool, 
or beyond Liverpool, would have a beneficial effect. It would reduce the distance between here and 
Melbourne 6 or 7 miles, open up country, and prove remunerative to the State.
1824. We are dealing with the line only to the Burwood Road? Tes.
1825. Tou are in favour of the construction of that railway ? I have been for the last six or seven years 
opposed to it. It is no use persons sticking bull-headed to one proposal. If you want to gain your point 
you must make concessions ; and when we saw the opposition had fatal objections to Marrickville, and that 
the cost would be £100,000 greater, we, as wise men, shifted to Arncliffe ; and I may tell you that one 
of the gentlemen who would be euchred in consequence of our shifting wanted the railway to go through 
his land.
1820. But the lock-spitted lino held the “joker"’ all the time ? I am telling you that I am opposed to 
the construction of this line, and have written to every Minister for Works, except the present, for many 
years.
1827. Have you not written and advocated the construction of a line through that country, and spoken 
about the health-invigorating power of eucalyptus ? No.

- 1828. And told the people it reminded you very much of the sunny clime of Italy ? Nothing of the kind,
—you are dreaming—romancing.
1829. Have you not, when a candidate for parliamentary honors, advocated the construction of a line 
through that district—through Canterbury—through that portion of the district ? I do not think I did.
My connection with this loop-line was after I was a candidate.
1830. I am merely asking you for the purpose of clearing you from assertions made against you? I am 
in favour of this loop-line on national gounds, and am opposed to every loop-line that will not confer the 
greatest good on the greatest number.
1831. Tou believe that Sanderson’s line would have that effect ? I am certain of it. I know every inch
of the country. J
1832. Tou paid all the money out of your own pocket? No.
1833. Don’t you think you should look to the Government for reimbursement? I leave that for you. I 
think you are being reimbursed now.
1834. Don’t be impertinent ? AVell, you introduced it.
1835. Are you not in close proximity to the line you propose ? What do you mean ?
1836. Have you not land immediately adjacent to the line you advocate ? I have not. My land is about 
three-quartes of a mile from it, and about a mile and a half from the present proposed junction of Marrick
ville. I have no land along there.
1837. Mr. Bowel.] Are you aware that the proposed line at Burwood Road is about equi-distant from the 
Illawarra and the Western lines ? I think it is nearly double as far from the Hla-warra as it is from the 
Western until it comes to Burwood Road; then it is nearer the Western line at Burwood Road than it is 
to the Illawarra.
1838. Tou know the whole of the country through which the permanently-staked or lock-spitted line 
travels well ? Tes. There are three lines.
1839. But the line marked blue is the one the Committee is considering—you know the whole of the 
country surrounding it ? I have been over the whole of that country.
1840. What is the character of the country within a radius of 2 or 3 miles of tho proposed line ? It is 
very good country for suburban purposes.
1841. And for residential sites ? Tes.
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M. McBae, 1842. The whole of it ? No ; There are a few hundreds of acres of low land at Marrickville, joining the 
Esq., M.P. Illawarra railway.

1843. But the general character of the country from Marrickville to Burwood Boad is exceedingly good 
ec'’ ‘ for residential sites for purposes of settlement. Tes ; it is not as good as the North Shore, excepting the

low land.
1844. But in your opinion from your knowledge of the country, it is good for residential purposes—for 
building purposes r Well, gentlemen would prefer living on higher land—on the Lane Cove Boad— 
rather than there ; but no doubt it would suit the working and middle classes to live along there. 1 do 
not think it is as good as the Illawarra line, because the elevation is greater there.
1845. Would Canterbury, Parkestown, Moorefields, Kingsgrove, and Belmore be served by the con
struction of this loop-line ? No doubt they would.
1846. The whole of those localities ? Well, it only extends 2 or 3 miles.
1847. But those centres of population would be served ? Oh yes.
1848. You spoke about the residents of Canterbury being served by tramway at the present time ? Tes.
1849. Are you aware that a number of omnibuses and coaches are running from Canterbury into Sydney 
now ? Only two or three. I know there is a coachman at Belmore who had a bill of sale over his coaches. 
It did not do at Belmore. They had to subsidise the coaches at Belmore.
1850. But from Canterbury do not ’buses run direct into the city ? Oh, yes, of course they do ; and there 
are omnibuses running on the Cook’s Biver Boad, although they have got a railway there ; but they only 
eke out a miserable existence.
1851. Prom your knowledge of settlement in the immediate neighbourhood of Sydney are you of opinion
that if the line were constructed settlement would take place upon it, and that in all probability within a 
short time it would he a paying line ? No doubt, with any line constructed out there the development 
would be rapid—this or any other line—that is when the times get better. Lately the development has 
not been very much ; but with a return of prosperity, I suppose a development will take place. .
1852. Tou referred to a gentleman who was annoyed because a railway was not taken through his land ? 
Tes.
1853. Be good enough to name him ? It was Air. Lane, of Belmore; he was Chairman of the 
Committee.
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The Committee further considered the proposed Bailway from Marrickville to the Burwood Boad.

W. G. Cameron, Esq., sworn, and further examined:—
W. <4. 1854. Mr. Hurley.'] When you were under examination a few weeks ago, in regard to the construction

Cameron,Esq. 0f a railway from Marrickville to Burwood Boad, you made certain statements concerning persons who 
were interested in land along the route, and you emphasized the statement that certain persons who were 

18 Dec., 1889. representatives of the House, and connected with political life, were shareholders in the syndicates along 
the proposed line of railway. If you remember rightly, I endeavoured to get the information from you as 
to who the persons were, and you hesitated about giving the names. Hence you are called back to give 
the names of the persons—to whom you alluded,—whether they belong to either branch of the legis
lature,—and to give any information in your possession as to their holdings and their position in connec
tion with the land on the route referred to ? Pardon me, but your statement is somewhat incorrect. I 
made no reference to any gentleman in the Assembly or in the Upper House,—none whatever. Here is 
my evidence, and there is nothing in it to justify you in making that statement.
1855. Did you insinuate that there were persons, holding high positions in political life, interested in the 
line of railway referred to ? No, I did not insinuate anything of the kind. I should like to draw attention 
to question 1203,—that is what Mr. Hurley is driving at.
1856. Befer to question 1199 as follows :

Do you of your own knowledge know persons, who occupy positions in political life, who hold any 
interest in those syndicates ?

Look at your answer to that question? Tes, the answer is
One gentleman, whose name I do not wish to mention, was connected with a certain building society, 

but whether he is now connected with it, or whether he had any connection with tho transaction, I am 
not prepared to say.
1857. I want you to give us the name of the person whose name you suppressed ? I appeal to the 
Chairman that my answer has no reference to the Legislative Assembly, nor to the Legislative Council.
1858. Look at question 1197—There you say :

Immediately that line was known to have been surveyed, I know for a fact that certain large blocks 
of land were taken up. One was purchased by a certain building society of considerable proportions, 
in Pitt-street, and it was rumoured that certain gentlemen in high political positions were interested, 
but you must not ask me to give the names.” '

I want you to give the names of those persons in high political positions ? "WLat I stated was that it was 
rumoured. I did not say that I knew the names, and I should have thought it very hard, when 
endeavouring to give the Committee a hint, to be compelled to give names. No names were mentioned, 
and there is nothing in the evidence from one end to the other to show that I knew the names.
1858^. Chairman.] Then you decline to give the names ? I do.
1859. Mr. Hurley.] Then you now state that you made those assertions upon a scandal which you had 
gathered up in the city. Is it not a fact that you made the assertion upon statements made- outside, and 
upon which you were not warranted in relying ? That is a question with myself whether I was warranted 
in relying upon the statements made or not. I desire to point out that a considerable agitation existed

for
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for a line to this district. The people of Parkestown, Belmore, Moorefields, and Kingsgrove, commenced ,W./G-. 
an agitation as far hack as the year 1883, and they promised to give the land necessary for the construe- Cameron,Esq. 
tion of the line, free of charge. Mr. Secretary Wright, the then Minister for Public Works, promised 
that if the people over the districts, known as Bell’s line, would give the land to the Grovernment free of 1 ec,»*' va-
charge, it would be a strong reason why the line should be constructed. After this line was surveyed, by 
the instructions of Mr. Wright, another survey of a line was made, and that is the line before the Com
mittee. After this other survey was made, large tracts of land, which were then in a virgin state, were 
purchased, and that gave rise to the statement I have made. We thought it very hard that a settled dis
trict should be left out, and that a line should be carried through an unsettled district which had been 
bought by land speculators. Eventually these speculators sold their land to a building society.
18G0. Refer to question 1201 as follows :—

“ I want the name of any person or persons who hold any distinguished position in connection 
• with politics, who are interested in the land to which you referred.”

Tour answer to that is—
“ I am on oath, and would not be prepared to swear any name although I have heard it, and have reason
able grounds for believing it. That is no reason why I should be prepared to swear to a thing as a 
fact—that would hardly be considered evidence in a court of law, it being a matter of hearsay, 
although 1 have in my own mind sufficient grounds for belief.”

It is in the interests of the purity of political life that we are endeavouring to find out if any 
person, occupying a distinguished position, either as a Minister of the Crown, or as a private member of 
Parliament, is in any way interested in this line of railway. The matter is not one of contention with 
yourself, but a matter in connection with which we desire to get at the facts of the case. Kindly tell us 
the ground upon which you made that statement ? I have stated that a rumour existed. A statement 
might be made to me without the informant giving the names. There is nothing in the evidence to show 
that I knew the names, and I never stated that I did know them.
1861. Tou have heard it then ? I stated it was rumoured. .
1862. Tou stated, “I have heard it and have reasonable grounds for believing it?” I do believe it.
1863. ' Give us the names of the persons? I cannot give you the names. It was told to me as I have told 
it to you.
1864<. Have you not stated yourself that a Minister of the Crown, in the person of Mr. Carruthers, is 
interested largely in the land along the railway ? This is the first time I have heard of it.
1865. Tou have not stated it ? I most distinctly deny it.
1866. Then any statement you have made as to persons in political life having an interest in this line of 
railway, is merely from what you have casually heard in the city? Tou have got hold of a wrong impres
sion. The statement made before the Committee on my last appearance here had reference to a period 
of three or four years ago, when this deviation was made. I am not speaking of the present time.
1867. Have you not made statements that persons holding high positions------? I made no statements. '
They were made to me.
1868. And you repeated them ? I repeated them here in the public interest. '
1869. I ask you for the names referred to ? How can I give them when I have not got them. .
1870. Tou said you had reasonable grounds for believing what you had heard ? Tes. ■
1871. Then you do not know any Member of Parliament, or any man occupying a position as a Minister 
of the Crown, who is interested in the land along this line of railway ? I did not know the names of any 
one connected with the matter at the time I made the statement.
1872. And at the present time you do not know them ? I have not identified myself with the movement 
for a long time.
1873. Any statement you have made, which would bear that construction, is from what you have 
heard outside ? Tes, from hearsay. I stated so in my evidence.
1874. Then you have heard nothing which would warrant the assertion being made ? I believed the 
statement which was made to me, and I believe it still.
1875. Tou do not know any Member of Parliament interested in the land along that route ? No, I do
not at the present time ; but I am not certain. .
1876. Dr. Garran.^\ It is in evidence by Mr. Deane that Mr. Whitton, after viewing the ground, ordered
this line to be surveyed as the most direct line between Marrickville and Liverpool. Are you prepared to 
dispute that? No, I am prepared to admit it. .
1877. Do you believe Mr. Whitton, in so ordering that line, was influenced by any person in high position, 
or any land speculator ? I am not prepared to say that.
1878. So far as you know, was Mr. Whitton free from the influences you speak of or not ? I have not 
the remotest idea of forming a judgment in regard to Mr. Whitton.
1879. Had you in your mind—whether from hearsay or otherwise—any suspicion that Mr. Whitton was 
so influenced ? No, I do not think Mr. Whitton has got anything at all to do with it.
1880. Then you believe that the line, as now laid out,—and part of which is before the Committee,—was
determined on Departmentally, and entirely free from outside influence ? Do you mean as far as the 
Grovernment are concerned ? ' .
1881. Tes ; as far as the Government are concerned ? Tes ; I do sincerely believe that. . >
1882. Tou say that after this line was surveyed, land syndicates and speculators took up blocks along the • 
surveyed line ? I do.
1883. But that does not imply that they influenced the selection of that line ? I made no implication. I
only made a statement to assist the Committee to come to a determination. .
1884. But when you say that land speculators observe these blocks, and go and buy where they think the 
railway is going to be, do you mean to say they have previously used influence for the line to be taken 
in a certain direction ? I do not mean to say anything.
1885. Do you yourself believe that those who took up land, after the line had been surveyed, had pre
viously used influence to get it surveyed in that direction ? I am not prepared to say what I believe in ■ 
regard to that matter. I may have my own opinion. .
1886. Is it usual for persons who wish to make speculations of this kind to wait until the line is surveyed, 
before using their influence, or do they use their influence before the line is surveyed ? I should think before.
1887. Tou have said that these land speculators entered into their speculations after the line was marked
and pegged ? After the survey was made. . ... 1888. •
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1888. Yes, after the survey was made? I will tell you how that was. Mr. "Wright, when requisitioned 
Cameron,Esq. jn regar(j £0 this survey of which we are speaking, stated that it was not a survey at all. This is where 
IS^De^X^ m7sterious Par* of tf16 business comes in. He stated that it was not a survey at all, but simply a

■’ ' cross-section, and the Committee, of which I was at that time a member, pointed out to Mr. Wright that
he was breaking his promise—that he would construct the Bell’s line of railway if the people gave the land 
for nothing.' I have that on record before me. It was a funny thing for a Minister of the Crown to have 
a survey made, and then for it to be said that it was simply a cross-section.
1889. Your statements raise a suspicion in my mind, and I want to know, whether you think these specu
lators bought the land after the survey was made, or before ? A purchase of the lands might have been 
made some time before I or others became acquainted of the fact. That is where the difficulty comes in.
1890. But you have already stated that they made speculative purchases after the survey ; and you put 
that forward as a sort of charge against certain persons of distinction ? I did. It is impossible for me to 
state when the land was purchased. It might have been purchased before the survey was made, and the 
fact may not have been known until after the survey was made. I did not know it until after the survey 
was made.
1891. Is that not a purely hypothetical suspicion on your part. You know nothing about it ? I do 
know something about it. Supposing I purchased that land, I might have had it in my possession some 
time before it was known that I purchased it.
1892. When previously before the Committee, you did not go beyond the statement that after the survey 
was made certain persons bought the land. Are you prepared to go beyond that to-day, and to state that 
these persons bought the land before the survey was made ? I am not prepared to say that.
1893. You have implied it just now ? I have my own opinion, but 1 have no proof. I believe it possible 
that the land was purchased before the survey was made.
1894i. I am trying to find out whether you can refute Mr. Deane’s statement that this line was a purely 
departmental line. If the line were determined by syndicates, it could not have been determined by Mr. 
Whitton? I am not prepared to say that; but if the question were one of directness of route, the most 
direct would be tho Arncliffe route.
1895. We have sworn evidence from a departmental officer of high character that this almost straight 
line was ruled on a map in obedience to Mr. Whitton’s orders. The tendency of your evidence is to show 
that this line has been selected under the influence of politicians and capitalists ? I did not say 
politicians.
1896. Persons in distinguished positions ? Yes ; it was stated to me in the same way as it might have 
been stated to you. The Committee is at liberty to take what I stated for what it is worth.
1897. You are not prepared to refute Mr. Deane’s statement ? No. ‘
1898. And you are not prepared to give any justification whatever to your suspicion ? Yes ; I think I

_ have given a fair justification for the suspicion from the fact that whilst it was generally known that the
Government intended to carry the line of railway along Bell’s route, which was said to be simply a cross
section, large tracts of land were taken up by speculators, and, I believe, subsequently sold to building 
societies.
1899. I suppose you know that land speculators look where land surveys go ? I am not finding fault 
with it.
1900. Is it not the commonest thing in the world to do ? I do not find fault with it; but I thought it 
was very unfair to take the line from the present population which had made the place valuable, through 
land on which no population has settled.
1901. Whilst you think it unfair, we have it in evidence that the reason was a departmental one. You 
say that it could not have been a departmental reason exclusively, and that it must have been biased by 
influential people ? I made no reference to departmental matters at all. I stated, and I state now that 
it looked very suspicious that after the Government had promised to construct Bell’s line of railway, this 
survey should be made under the plea that that was a cross-section. After the survey was made, these 
lands were seized hold of, and improved, and cleared. No settlement had taken place upon them, and a 
lock-spitted line was carried through.
1902. But that does not alter the question as to whether this is Mr. Whitton’s line or not. Are you 
prepared to swear it is not ? No.
1903. Are you prepared to swear he wras influenced in any way by any person ? I state that I believe 
Mr. Whitton was not influenced in any way.
1904. You are simply arguing that it was unfair to shift the original Bell’s line to the present one ? Yes, 
unfair to the population.
1905. We have it in evidence that Mr. Whitton altered it for surveying and engineering reasons—is that 
true or not ? I must accept Mr. Whitton’s statement; but I would point out that the difference in 
regard to straightness is so fractional, that the cost of constructing the other line would more than com
pensate for that difference, and would benefit a greater number.
1906. I want to know whether the selection of this route was influenced by political persons and specu
lators or not ? I think, Dr. Garran, you drew an inference.
1907. You do not give straight answers to straight questions ?----- ■
1908. Mr. TonhinJ] You have mentioned that Mr. Wright stated to you that this survey was a cross
section ? Not to me.
1909. To some deputation or other ? Yes.
1910. You are sure that Mr. Wright made the statement to a deputation or in answer to a question in 
the House, that the survey was a cross-section and not the main survey ? Yes.
1911. And at the same time that survey was actually the present line under discussion ? Yes.
1912. Do you believe that Mr. Wright, at the time he made that statement, knew he was not stating what 
was a fact ? I am not prepared to say that.
1913. Do you think he made that statement knowing that it was not a fact ? I do not think he did. I 
am sure he would not.
1914. Have you any idea whether he would have any motive for a statement of that kind ? I could not 
impute any motive, but I know he made that statement.
1915. Mr. Wright at that time was Minister for Public Works ? Yes.
1916. Do you think a Minister could possibly make such a mistake as to make a survey of a main line
into a cross-section ? I hardly think so. 1917.
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1917. Are you sure you are not making a mistake ? So, I am not. W. G-.^
1918. I see from the Appendix that Mr. Secretary Wright was asked to name a day on which to receive a Cimeron.Ksq.
deputation, but he declined to receive a deputation on the ground that he was in possession of all the Js
facts which could be urged. Is that the deputation to which you refer ? I do not think it was a deputa
tion. It was a correspondence which was being carried on between the Committee and the Secretary for 
Public Works.
1919.. But if that statement was made by Mr. Wright would it not deter many people from purchasing land on 
that line ? I do not know whether the statement was made public. It was a communication between the 
Department and the St. Peters to Liverpool Kail way League.
1920. But is not all the correspondence between the League and Mr. Wright public property ? Ho 
doubt.
1921. Then the statement of Mr. Wright that it was a cross-seetion must have been a public one? I 
have no doubt it was. I am not prepared to say that all the statements are public.
1922. If such a statement were made would it not be misleading to the general public? Ho doubt
about it. o b i
1923. Ton have no doubt you are correct when you say that Mr. Wright made that statement ? lam 
prepared to state that he did say so.*
192-1. Mr. Copeland.~\ Can you give the names of any men in political life who are connected with land 
which this railway would benefit ? Ho, I cannot. ”

you®on®^Gr y°u have g00(f grounds for believing that any member of Parliament or Minister 
of the Crown has improperly used his public position to influence the Department iu submitting this line 
of railway ? I am not prepared to say that.
1926. Then you cannot give the Committee any definite information on the matter ? Ho ; I simply gave 
it as a cue in order that it might be of some service. '
1927- ^OO- gave it as what you heard as a rumour? Tes, and I stated so in the evidence.
“TT i ^ ^°U kave no information with which to support that rumour? Hone- whatever. I simply 
stated it as hearsay and rumour. 1
1929. Mr. O Sullivan.] What are the names of the land syndicates to which you refer in your evidence ?
As far as my memory serves me I did not refer to any syndicates specially. I stated that it was a land 
speculator s line, and I believed those large tracts were bought by large speculators, and subsequently sold 
to building societies.
1930. Can you tell me the names of any societies which have land out there, or which have bought pro
per y along the line . One society has a large board on the Canterbury Road. Ho one can go aloii" the road 
without seeing it. on
1931. What society is that? I believe it is the Anglo-Australian. 

i\rC any poiitici^s connected with that society as directors ? I am not aware of any
1933. Do you know a society called the Land Reform Society ? Ho.
1934. You do not know of any society of that name which has bought land along this line ? Ho, not of
that name.
193o. Or any name of that hind—the liand Reform Investment Society P 
with large letters upon it fronting the main Canterbury Road. ’ Ho ; I only noticed that board

109a :~'1'he follO"'>”g remarks will probably clear up ary doubt ari-ing from answer given to question
J.Z1Sh ° add m aUSWer t0 I11"811011 1910- asted by Mr. Tonkin, that which I was unable to furnish when requested to 
^ ' “ Department of Public Works,

not b^n’ Slr’”TI haT® J'011’’lel;ter °f the Soth’ ie the proposed railway from St, Peters to Liverpool!7’You/Mmmftteen^ed
bne nto w w™ ^ ^ ^ m ^ ''™y chanScd my Tle'vs. and the surveyor lias received instructions to stake the
-line out; but before doing so, he is making llie necessary cross-sections. Yours faithfully,

J. H. Legge, Esq., Chairman of Committee, proposed railway, St. Peters to Eiverpool, 112, pfustrost, Sydtey!”EI(>IIT' 
Ihis comTmmication refers to JBell’s line, > j j

Mr wbhtn1 dfS.1r t0 add.t3 m2> osked by Mr- Tonkin, that the survey was not ordered by Mr. Wright—but by
Mr. Whitton at the urgent request o± certain interested parties—during a temporary absence of Mr. Wright. 7
the ront/oftl reP 7 'T au 0DCe desPatched t0''lle foregoing intimation from the Minister that he had, at this date, selected
pro oared.6 to^malfp^free'ffrnTi t * nf ^ 5 IV™ lnf?lmed ^ 97 ("^ty-8®™,) property holders along such route, were then 
prepared to make flee grants of land, and to execute conveyances to the Government for that purpose immediately they were
^tXnreduf^”‘tnL°,iPr,C0,?mlt^e that the time had arrived in which the area? of the respective ^orlmn^f
MinH?r m?X tranrferred, should he ascertained and described, also offered to render any assistance which the
»^y LSS ^”d Jred 7 “ P°Wer ^ ^ ^ likeWiSe Underfc00k t0 We a11 re<luisite

in ?,0’ ]8f’ X* c0'I'mittee ™te bating that they were unable to find that the line was being “staked out”
to HHon B^n^et-laSt’m/wT10nefd ass,ur£Tc0 received, and pointing out that notwithstanding the Minister’s announcement
to a deputation advocating a different route that “there must be an end to these incessant trial surveys,” they ascertained that
frivXltnal rVCy "’'3s,belnlg ™ad<i’ W]11C.hT '"Tuld ll:ave as,de al1 t1ie populated neighbourhoods, and which was quite divergent 
from the route proposed and already decided upon, as intimated by the Minister. 1 8 C

35—1
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JOSEPH PALMER ABBOTT, Esq. (Chairman).
The Hon. John Lackey.
The Hon. Andrew G-arran.
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Hemphery.
The Hon. "William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. George Henry Cox.

Charles Alered

Jacob G-arbard, Esq.
Henry Copeland, Esq.
James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq. 
Edward "William O’Sullivan, Esq. 
John Hurley, Esq.

Lee, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Marrickville to the Burwood Road.

C. A. Goodchap, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined :—
1936. Mr. Trickett.'] You are at present one of the Members for Redfern ? Yes.
1937. You were formerly the Commissioner for Railways ? Yes.
1938. The Committee are at present considering a, proposal to extend the Railway from Marrickville to a

T point on the Burwood Road. Are you cognisant of that proposed line ? Yes.
Jan-i • q939_ Have you been over it ? I have.

1940. Do you know the length of the line ? It is about 4 miles 60 chains from Marrickville to Burwood 
Road. I think the construction of the line would cost about £90,000.
1941. Are you in favour of the proposed line ? Yes, I am decidedly in favour of it.
1942. Are you in favour of it as a line by itself, or as part of a possible extension further on? "Well I 
think that as a line by itself it would be a remunerative undertaking.
1943. "Would you give us your reasons for coming to that conclusion? I think that it offers great 
facilities for the location of a largo population on the line; the land is admirably situated for residential 
purposes, and I believe.it will be largely availed of by the public, the more so as it has this advantage over 
other suburbs that the value of the land there is very much smaller than it is on any other suburban line.
1944. The value of the land to be resumed? Yo; the land for residential purposes. I consider that the
high value placed on land in many of our suburbs is a deterrent to a great number of poor people who 
might seek habitations there ; I think that the land in the vicinity of this line will offer a great temptation 
to a large number of people to go and reside there. .
1945. Do you think that the construction of the line would be a benefit in the way of promoting manu
factures of any kind ? I think that a great number of manufactories wmuld start where there are water 
facilities, and at Cook’s River there are great facilities for that purpose.
1946. You are aware that on either side of vdiat is called the lock-spitted line there have been rival routes ? 
There have been three lines proposed.
1947. This is the centre one ? Yes.
1948. Do you think it the best of the three ? That is my clear opinion.
1949. On what ground do you base that opinion? It will tap the most population.

. 1950. Can it be as easily constructed as any of the others ? I do not know about that. I think that the
cost of constructing this line may be comparatively greater than the cost of the other projected lines. A 
line was suggested from just beyond the river—Arncliffe—and of course that line might be cheaper to con
struct than any of the others, for the reason that it would not necessitate the construction of a bridge 
over Cook’s River. I should decidedly say that the lock-spitted line would be the best of those proposed, 
as tapping the largest population.
1951. Then if the line started at Arncliffe it would avoid that population ? Yes ; I think it would.
1952. In some papers before me I find the following :—“Mr. Myles M‘Rae drew the attention of the 
Minister to a scheme which he had propounded some years before for resuming land on an extensive scale 
along the course of the proposed line, and after the construction of the line disposing of the surplus land, 
which he maintained could be done at an enormous profit.’’ Then there is a side-note which says :—“ This 
was Mr. Commissioner Goodchap’s scheme.” Since then have you changed or modified your opinion in 
reference to the proposed line ? When I was Commissioner for Railways I suggested to the Minister for 
Works that agents should be employed for the purpose of acquiring land at least a mile in width from the

• neighbourhood of St. Peters or Marrickville to Liverpool. It was then understood that the land was held 
in large estates, and it was thought that by employing agents outside the Government service, and 
getting that area of land under offer for six months, the Goverment would be enabled to submit a Bill to 
Parliament for availing themselves of the contracts which would have been made, to take up the land, form 
townships, construct a railway, and pay the cost of the acquisition of the land by the sale of the surplus, 
which I am sure we should have been able to do. The Minister of the day so far agreed with me that an 
agent was employed for the purpose of getting the land under offer ; but, whether by the views of the 
Department becoming known, or by a singular coincidence, almost immediately aftervvards an agitation was 
got up for the purpose of inducing the Government to construct the line. Of course the proposal to 
acquire the land in the way that I had proposed then became inoperative, and I suggested to the Minister 
that under no circumstances should the Government consent to construct the line unless the owners of the 
land through which it would pass would give free the land required for the line.
1953. This proposal to connect the Southern line with the Illawarra line somewhere about Newtown is no 
new idea of yours ? I have had that idea for many years.
1954. You are still of opinion that it is a desirable thing to carry out? I am not so convinced of the 
desirableness of carrying the railway from Sydney to Liverpool as I was in those days, because at that 
time it was the alternative scheme to the doubling of the line from Campbelltown to Liverpool, and the 
quadrupling of the line between Sydney and Homebush. Now I believe that both those measures have 
been provided for; therefore the necessity for this line on the score of its meeting a congestion of the 
traffic is in a large measure removed. I may say that it is altogether removed. There is the other ground 
that it would save the public 5 miles of running, and that is the only ground on which the construction of 
the line to Liverpool can be advocated.
1955. The difficulty of relieving the traffic on the Southern line will shortly be removed by the quadrupling
of one line and the duplication of another? Yes, 1956.

0. A.
Goodchap, 
Esq., M.P.
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1956. Therefore that phase of the question is much modified? Tos, in my opinion. C A.
1957. I ask that because the Bailway Commissioners state that as a means of relieving the traffic of the J?00^0^3^' 
Southern line the railway, if carried to Liverpool, will be of very little utility ;—do you agree with that ? ”3Cb'A ’**
I do ; with the facilities that are to be afforded it would be of very little utility. .Ta.
1958. Have you gone into details so as to ascertain what would be the main benefits accruing from its * an’’ - "
construction from Marrickville to Burwood Boad? Yes ; I have formed an opinion on the subject from
my knowledge of the district ; the population already there, and the population which would immediately 
follow', if the line were constructed. •
1959. Can you tell us what opinion you have arrived at as to the probable result ? I consider that the
line for the first twelve months would realise £8,000 or £10,000. That is for the whole length, from Bur
wood Boad right into Sydney. ,
1960. Do you look upon the Canterbury Bacecourse as an important factor as regards the earning . 
capabilities of the line ? Yes ; a very important factor.
1961. You think that it would be largely availed of by people going to the racecourse ? I think that if 
the line were made a greater number of people would attend the racecourse than do now' attend it. I 
think the returns would show a revenue from that source of £2,000 or £3,000 a year at least.
1962. You think that the probable revenue of the line from Burwood Boad into Sydney would be
£10,000 a year ? £10,000 for the first year, and a continually increasing revenue afterwards.
1963. ̂ I suppose you could not separate the earnings on the first portion of the line from those on the 
line from Marrickville to Burwood Boad ? It would be a matter of proportion. It is 4 miles 60 chains 
from Marrickville to BurWood Boad, and 3 miles 20 chains from Sydney to the Junction. I do notknow 
that the 3 miles 20 chains should be altogether credited with an equal proportion of revenue. I think 
that the new line should have the benefit of that to a very large extent. Only the actual cost of running 
the traffic from the junction into Sydney should be credited to that portion of the line.
1964. The Bailway Commissioners tell us they think that the revenue from this portion of the line will 
be about £3,000 a,year ? I have no hesitation in saying that it is altogether an under-estimate.
1965. Marrickville and Dulwich Hill are already served by a tramw'ay ? Some portion of Marrickville
but not the western portion of it. ’ "
1966. Do you think that the making of this railway would be like robbing Peter to pay Paul, take traffic 
from the tramway to the railway ? I think it would not do that in any material degree.
1967’. Bor what reason ? Because the traffic to be served—which I calculate is altogether beyond the 
province of tlrC’Illaw'arra line, or the Marrickville tramway to carry—is independent traffic at present 
carried by omnibuses.
1968. It has been suggested to the Committee that a tramway from the Ashficld Bailway Station would
carry the traffic to the Canterbury racecourse ? 1 am clearly of opinion that it would do no such thing.
The number of people to be carried on race days would necessitate a larger service than the Department 
could possibly supply, and I do not think that a tramway would be sufficiently attractive to the public.
1969. Has your experience been that where suburban railways have been made a rapid increase in popu
lation, and the railway revenues has accrued ? Our experience has been entirely to that effect.
1970. And you think this a most desirable line to construct at the present time ? I think so. If I had 
a voice in the matter I would certainly carry it beyond the 8-mile mark.
1971. You said that if the line were taken on to Liverpool the landowners ought to give the land required
for it, but considering that the estates have been cutup into small areas do you think that condition ought 
to be imposed now? I do not, as regards owners of small allotments. It would be an absurdity to ask 
the owner of a small allotment to give bis land free ; but if the line should pass through any large 
areas------ '
1972. What is your idea of large areas ? Areas of 600 acres or 700 acres.
1973. Then it would be only fair? Yes. Under the present Bail way Act the necessity for demanding a
free gift of the land required for a railway is not so great as it was at the time when I advocated it, because 
the compensation to be paid is to abate in proportion to the value given by the railway to the residue of 
the land. ”
1974. Mr. Lackey.] Have you. given much attention to providing railways for suburban traffic ? Yes.
1975. And supposing that this accommodation were to be provided, do you think that it ought to be on some 
definite system, or commenced in the way that this project is to be ? I think that the locality through
which this railway will psss offers special facilities for the location of a large number of people on the land, .
and I think for the reasons which I have already given, viz., that the value of the land there is so very ■ 
much less than the value of other suburban lands that the people would go and locate themselves there to 
a much larger extent than they have settled on the other suburban lines. In fact the prices of land on the 
other suburban lines are prohibitory in a large measure to the poorer classes of the people who might 
desire to reside on these routes.
1976. When the project was first submitted, of which this line form a part, it was one to extend from 
Liverpool to Sydney ? Yes.
1977; When you were in office did you receive applications for the construction of lines to other suburban 
districts, such as Saltpan Creek and Druitt Town ? There were numerous petitions for the construction 
of lines in that direction to get settlement on the land.
1978. But nothing has been done to give effect to them? No. '
1979. Supposing this project were carried out, do you think it would go a certain distance towards meeting 
the requirements of those residing further on ? I have no doubt of it. I should advocate the construction 
of the line as far as the 11th mile. That would take it to the immediate vicinity of Bankstown.
1980. There is a settled population about Bankstown? Yes ; Upper and Lower Bankstown.
1981. Is there good land? Excellent land, and excellent sites for residences up to within 2 miles of 
Greorge’s Biver. I think the ground is admirably situated for residential purposes. It is elevated land.
1982. Are you as strongly in favour of the construction of this part of the line as you were formerly in 
favour of the construction of the whole line ? In advocating a through line to Liverpool I. had in view 
the advantage of affording a suburban line to Bankstown. I think I stated in my report that it was an 
admirable line for curtailing the distance for the through traffic, and that it would take off the congestion

- of the traffic on the main line, and also afford a means’by which' the poorer classes of the people could 
obtain residences in the country instead of being cooped up in the town.

1983.



580
68 PABLIAMEKTAEt STAKDIIS'G COililITTEE OB PUBLIC 'VVOEKS,

'<1083. Do you think it would not be practicable to give the residents in those districts adequate aceom- 
'm0liation by extending the tramways ? I think not. I think the distance is too great for trams, and 
time being the essence of all arrangements of that kind, the time occupied in coining into town by a 

21. Jan. IsSO tram service would lessen very much the advantages to be obtained by rapid communication.
’ 11981'. That is supposing the tram service were conducted on a single lino ? It would not matter whether

it wore a single or a double line, the time occupied would be too great for people engaged in business in 
• the town, and it would be that class who would reside in the localities to be provided for.. _
1983. Do you know at what rate the trams travel ? Yes ; the average, including stops, is about 6 miles 
an hour.
1986. Stopping at the corner of every street ? Ko ; at the recognised stopping places. .
1987. Could we not have alternative services, one stopping at one place and the other stopping at another
place ? I think that that would cause the greatest possible inconvenience to the public. They would 
not know where the trams were going to stop, and they would always be in the wrong ones. The system 

i though good in theory, is practically inadmissible. .
11988. Do you not think that in connection with a system of suburban railways a well thought-out system
■ of that kind ought to be adopted ? That plan is adopted now. There are through suburban trains and
stopping suburban trains. . _

!19S9. I mean for the suburbs generally, such as Botany, Rand wick, and others;—it has been said by 
those opposed to the tramways that some system of suburban railways ought to bo introduced ? Yes ; 
I believe so. ...

11990. You arc of opinion that a large tramway system would be incapable of performing the service 
between the metropolis and populous suburban districts ? Yes. .
1991. Suppose that this project were carried out, do you think it is desirable to commence in this way by 
making an isolated suburban railway, or ought some system to bo adopted by which sub urban, tramways 
could be carried out ? There is this distinction between the two. On a railway there are certain stations 
well marked stopping places, and it is possible on a suburban railway to run through trains and stopping 
trains, but I do not think that that could be made to apply to the tramway service
1992. Mr. O’ Sullivan.'] You are aware, I presume, that this proposed line will run parallel within a mile

' and a-half of the line to Parramatta ? No, I am not aware of that. .
1993. Are you aware that the Canterbury race-course is only a mile and a-half from the Ashficld Station ?

■ It is about that distance. ... .
1991. This line will almost touch the Canterbury race-course, will it not ? I believe it will. At that point 
it is about a mile and a-half from the railway.
1995. As a matter of fact it gets a little closer to the lino to Parramatta the nearer it approaches Marrick-
villo, judging from the diagram ? I am not sure of that. I know that as it leaves Canterbury, towards 
Burwood Road, it gets farther away. _
1996. 1 am talking now about the greater length of the line from Marrickville to the terminus at tho 
Burwood Road ; would you say that it is within 2 miles of the lino to Parramatta ? I do not think that at 
Belmore it is within 3 miles.
1997. But this line does not touch Belmore ? It is to tho right of Belmore—to the north of Belmore. I 
think that the terminus at Burwood Road would not he within Smiles of any station on the main suburban 
railway.
1998. As a matter of fact we know that the line at some points is within 2 miles of the line to Parramatta?
Of the line to Parramatta, yes, hut of no station. It is no use reaching a line unless you can reach a 
station. ,
1999. I give you one station—Ashficld—which, we have evidence to show, is between a mile and a mile and 
a half from the Canterbury race-course, and this line would go very close to that race-course; therefore the 
lino could not he more than 2 miles distant from the Parramatta line ? It is not at that point. .
2000. Bearing in mind also that this district is to a large extent served by tramway from Dulwich Hill,
which tramway runs parallel partly with the Marrickville line and then parallel with the proposed line, do 
you not consider that the district is already pretty well served by railway.communication? In the first 
place I must, with great deference, correct your statement that the Dulwich Hill tramway at all attracts 
the traffic that will be attracted by this railway. Separating the traffic which avails itself of the Dulwich 
Hill tramway, I estimate that all that traffic which lies towards the river will ho benefited by this railway, 
and the railway will not in any way interfere with the traffic which at present makes use of the Dulwich 
Hill tramline. , , .
2001. Taking your statement now, supposing this line were not constructed at all, the people living in that 
district to he served by this proposed line must utilize the Dulwich Hill tramway if they want to go into 
Sydney speedily, or else must go on to the Parramatta line ? The people I am considering now—the 
people wTho reside in western Marrickville—a large number of them would make towards tho Tempe 
station on the Illawarra line.
2002. How far would those people be distant from Tempe ? A mile and a quarter or a mile aud a half.
2003. Do you not think that they are pretty well served as matters stand, in having railway com
munication only a mile and a half away ? I should say that looking at the demand for facile communi
cation, they would he considerably disappointed if they had permanently to rely upon those means. .
2004. Of course in the future when there is a large population out there, that argument, I admit, might
be of great importance, but does it not strike you that this is a work that might very well stand over for 
a while till that population is about there ? I do not think that the poqmlation will be about there till the 
railway is there ; the population will follow the railway. .
2005. What do you consider the population out there really to he served by this railway ? In course of
time 20,000, 30,000, or 40,000 people; at the present time, I should say from 12,000 to 14,000, taking in 
western Marrickville. _
2006. Including places already served by railways ? Served inadequately by railways.

; 2007. You said in your evidence just now that you expected that this line would yield from £8,000 to 
£10,000 the first year ? Yes.
2008. Aud that that would include 31 miles of traffic on the Illawarra line ? Yes.
2009. Will not that rob the Illawarra line of that 3-j miles’ traffic ? No ; it will be new traffic. I meant
3g- miles from Marrickville to Sydney. All this new traffic will be brought on to that line. .

'2010. How does this traffic come now ? It is coming by Bankstown, Canterbury and Belmore ; it is being 
conducted by omnibuses. 2011.
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2011. I understand you to say that in your estimate of £8,000 or £10,000 you include 35 miles of line 
from Marrickville to Redfern ? Over which this line will run. I am not including in that statement the 
ordinary traffic which now comes on that line—not the present Illawarra line traffic.
2012. Will not these trains interfere with that ordinary traffic ? No. .
2013. Will they they not pick up passengers from Marrickville to Redfern? No doubt of it.
2014. By so doing would they not rob the Illawarra line ? If they do that the revenue will be very much
larger. As a matter of convenience they will pick up traffic, no doubt. .
2015. If it is larger for this proposed line it must be smaller for the other line ? I do not think so.
2016. If you rob the Illawarra line of 5,000 passengers a year they will be taken off by this proposed line?
Although these trains may pick up this traffic it will be credited to the Illawarra line, as properly speaking 
it is that line’s traffic. .
2017. As a matter of fact, then, you can only rely on traffic between Marrickville and the end of this lino 
as legitimate traffic for this line? That is all.
2018. Do I understand you to say that that would bring in from £8,000 to £1.0,000 a year ? Yes, into 
Sydney.
2019. In the first twelve months ? Yes; I am quite certain of it. I said in reply to Mr. Trickett that I
thought it a very undesirable apportionment of the revenue to credit the Illawarra line with its proportion 
on B mileage basis. This is new traffic brought on to that line in consequence of the construction of a line 
from the junction to Burwood Road, and if we followed the English practice, and if it were a separate Com
pany, it would take running pow'ers over the portion from the junction to Sydney and pay a certain amount 
for that privilege, but it -would not give up all the revenue derivable from that traffic. ,
2020. Still, you admit there would be a danger of this line robbing the Illawarra line ? Not a bit.
2021. Not of passengers it would pick up, who generally go by the Illawarra line? Though picked up 
by these trains they would be credited to the Illawarra line. It would not rob them of a single passenger
2022. Then your estimate of £8,000 or £10,COO is altogether outside that? Yes, altogether outside the. 
Illawrarra traffic.
2023. You appear to rely a good deal on tho traffic to the Canterbury race-course ; what do you estimate
that at per year ? Erom £2,000 to £3,000. •
2024. Do you know the number of persons who have attended there ? I am informed that in the last 
twelve months 46,000 people have gone there.
2025. Are all those people likely to go by railway ? Certainly; with immaterial exceptions, I think they 
w'ould all go by this line if it went near the race-course. •
2026. Do you not think that a large proportion w-ould consist of residents wdio live near the race-course, 
while another proportion might go in their buggies ? I think that the facilities offered by railway are so 
great as to be sufficient inducement to people to travel by it rather than employ their own vehicles.
2027. In reply to Mr. Lackey, I think you said that a tramway from Ashifield to Canterbury could not
carry the traffic to the racecourse? 1 am quite certain it would be altogether impossible. A train would 
go out with at least 600 or 700 passengers—perhajis a thousand passengers—in a special train for. the 
races, and it would be quite impossible for any tram service to remove those persons from the railway 
station to the racecourse ; it would necessitate the people being kept there—any desiring to go by the 
tramway—until the tram went and returned for them ; and that inconvenience, I think, would be too 
much for the public. .
2028. Could not provision be made to meet this to a large extent in a case of emergency ? I think that 
the inconvenience and expense of it would be too great. Certainly, eight or nine tram-cars, or even a 
larger number than that, would be required to be at the station. ^
2029. Of course you know the tramway serves the Randwick racecourse ? That is a very different thing.
2030. If the tramway there can be made to carry that large traffic, surely it could meet a case of emer
gency at Canterbury Park ? The trams to Randwick fill up gradually ; they are not brought to a large 
centre all at once and have to be dispatched from that centre ; they get out to the racecourse during 
several hours in the day, and do not all gb at once. .
2031. In this case the people would arrive by railway at Ashfield? Yes.
2032. Could you not have enough tram-cars there to run them out to the Canterbury racecourse in half- 
an-hour ? I think it would be possible to provide for that, but it would be very inconvenient and 
expensive to do so.
2033. If that would do, it would serve a large portion of the traffic that might be served by this line ? I
do not think that it would increase the traffic very much, and the inconvenience would be so severelv felt 
by the public that they would abstain from going by it. *
2034. Were you in office when this line was first proposed ? Yes—not Burwood only; as far as the line
to Liverpool. .
2035. Then you did not have anything to do with the gathering of the data on which to establish the
proposal ? No—not as far as Burwood Road. .
2036. How do you arrive at your estimate of £8,000 or £10,000 per annum ? By my knowledge of the 
district, the number of people in my opinion located there, and by the fact—I believe it is a fact—that 
seven omnibuses are now employed in conducting that traffic daily.
2037. Those seven omnibuses do not all go from this district, do they ; some go from the other side of 
Belmore and some go to Bankstown? Yes, some from Belmore and some go to Bankstown.
2038. The Bankstown traffic would not be served by this line ? I think it would.
2039. Some of the Bankstown witnesses complain bitterly about this proposal ? No doubt they would 
like it to go farther, and I would like to see it go farther.
2040. Is it not 3 miles from Bankstown ? To some parts of Bankstown it is nearer than 3 miles ; 3 miles 
would go almost to the other side of Bankstown.
2041. Do you think there are people living in that district now unserved by railways who would give 
£8,000 or £10,000 a year ? No, I did not say that. I said in the first twelve months. I believe there 
will be a large influx of people to that district directly the line is authorized.
2042. You consider there would be some freightage ? There would be some freightage.
2043. Building materials? Yes; they make bricks in the district, and I think that timber and other
building material will be sent. There are some large quarries out there, the stone of which is sought 
after, and a large quantity of loam, I understand, is being carried into Eveleigh on this side, and to Parra
matta on the other. . orua

0, A. 
Goodchap, 
Esq., M.P.

21 Jan., 1890,
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C. -A- 20M. Do you think this line is likely to prove to be iu the way of any proposal for a thorough sv'gtem of
(xoodchaj^ suburban railways—one for the eastern and another for the western ; do you think this is likely to affect 

any future proposal ? I do not know that it is a scheme that would be affected in connection with any 
2iJan. 1890. °f^er scheme, unless, of course, the railway were constructed to Liverpool. Then I think it would be 

availed of very largely by the Liverpool people, and in fact by all the through traffic. They would save 5 
miles of traffic.
2045. We have evidence from the Commissioners that they would utilise it only to the extent of four 
trains a day ? Then I do not think they would utilise it to the best possible advantage. I should think 
that all the goods trains would go by that route. I think the public would insist on their going that way. 
By that way they would save 5 miles of freightage.
3046. Do you not think that in the future wre shall have a proposal for a circular line of railway to serve 
the western suburbs and another to serve the eastern suburbs P I do not know that any circular line 
would go into the district to which you are referring now. ■
2047. Of course you know the suburban system of Melbourne ? Tes. '
2048. It runs round certain districts ? Tes. '
2049. Are wre not likely to have something like that—one line to serve the western and another the 
eastern suburbs ? I do not think so ; not in the immediate future.
2050. If we should, then this direct lino would simply be in the way of those lines ? I do not know that 
it would. It would be a shorter route for the people to go, and they would avail themselves of it.
2051. Mr. Hurley^ I suppose that during your experience as Bailway Commissioner you heard various 
schemes propounded—trams as against a railway; that trams would serve in lieu of a railway ? I have 
never heard the public say that; the public have generally been the other way, and preferred a railway to 
trams.
2052. Do you not remember the time when a public man advocated a horse tram instead of a railway over 
the Blue Mountains ? No ; Mr. Arnold advocated a horse tram from Blacktown to Bichmond.
2053. Do you remember the present Premier saying that a double line to Parramatta would be a very 
serious mistake on the part of the Works Department ? I do not.
2054. In going through other parts of the world have you taken notice of the tram services; in the city 
of New York the tram service runs parallel with the railway line ? They run right under it.
2055. Have you not noticed that the people avail themselves of the more expeditious train service in lieu 
of the tram which is underneath ? Tes.
2056. And, when they know there are certain places to stop at, that a larger number of persons avail 
themselves of tho railway than of the tramway P I have no doubt of it—a very much larger number.*
2057. Therefore looking at the tram service referred to by Mr. O’Sullivan you are of opinion that that
is only a very inadequate supply for the general public P Yes. I think a tramway service for the 
district to which we are now referring would be most objectionable—would not in any way meet the 
requirements of the public. ,
2058. Is there any comparison to be made between the supplying of the Bandwick race-course and 
Canterbury ? No proper comparison can be made.
2059. The one would have to pass over a very heavy grade whereas the other is a very light one; is that 
not so?. Tes.
2060. "Would the haulage power be 50 per cent, more than on the Randwick line ? If you followed the 
roads it would. You would have to make a line, I think, of itself. You would not be able to follow the 
main roads without altering the levels in some way or other.
2061. You have noticed the wonderful progress of suburban places such as Ashfield, Stanmore, Petersham, 
and other places along the line; has not that been caused chiefly by the construction of the line through 
those suburbs ? I should say that it has almost exclusively.
2062. Looking at that and having your eyes open in regard to your visits to other parts of the world, and 
viewing what has been done for the suburban traffic of Melbourne, you base your calculations chiefly, I 
presume, on the returns they have made ? I am quite certain that where you can get a population of 
from 15,000 to 20,000 the best thing you can do is to make a railway to them. It will accommodate the 
public, and it will make a proper return on the capital invested in such an undertaking.
2063. Then the construction of this line will, you think, bring a population if there is not sufficient
population there at present to pay for the railway ? 1 think there is not at present. If it were to
remain in stutu quo ante—no improvements, no accession to the population, no manufactories, no 
industries, I should certainly say “ don’t make the railway;” but as our experience contradicts such an 
aspect of the case, and there seems to be special reasons why an extension of the railway to this district 
would produce the very opposite effect, I should say there is offered the very best possible reason for con
structing the line. .
2064. You have noticed that Mr. O’Sullivan wanted to pin you down to an expression of opinion that 
there was only a distance of 2 miles between Ashfield and the projected line of railway ; you noticed 
that ? I did not observe Mr. O’Sullivan’s object in asking his questions.
2065. Does not this extension, the farther it goes towards Liverpool, go farther from instead of closer to
Parramatta? Yes. ’
2066. The farther you go towards Liverpool the more the distance is increased, and therefore it would not 
be actually a parallel service? No, it would not. Nearing Liverpool it would be actually running at

' right angles nearly.
2067. Have you noticed the country beyond Gteorge’s River towards Campbelltown? Yes; I know 
the country.
2068. Have you ever had under your consideration a project for a line to cross Heorge’s River at some . 
point here (pointing to the map), and leading up to within a few miles of Campbelltown ? Yes; Blinto, I 
think, was the name of the place.
2069. Supposing a line from Blinto towards George’s River at some given point—say George’s Hill— 
would not that reduce the distance and give facilities for the Blelbourne trains to reach Sydney at least

three-quarters * 9

7.0 PAELIAMENTAEY STANBING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC VVOEKS.

* Note (ora revision) :—The elevated railway of New York is 9 miles in length, and for that distance it is the cheapest 
travel in the world. The uniform charge is 5 cents. The charge, however, is the same whether a passenger goes 9 chains or
9 miles. The number travelling is unprecedented ; it is 9,500,000 per mile of line per annum. Tor volume of traffic there is 
nothing approaching it in the wide world. Its revenue is £96,OoO per mile of line.
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three-quarters of an hour under the time now occupied ? I should like to know what the mileage is—the C. A.
difference between the mileage from Minto by the old route and from Mintoby the new one. Including ^^dotLap, 
stoppage they would travel at the rate of 25 miles an hour. Esq., M.P.
2070. The distance, from Campbelltown to Sydney is 32 miles and that would be lessened by one-third at
all events : supppsing it was lessened by one third, would not that be a great advantage to the travelling "* •'
public ? It would make a difference of nearly half an hour.
2071. Do you know whether the land on the south side of George’s Itiver is private or Government land ?
I believe there is a large quantity of Government land there—there is a large quantity of church and 
school lands there—hut I think a great portion of it has been alienated. "

LooldnS Pro^a^iliiy of great traffic and of a large population settling beyond the 8-mile peg, 
would it not be to the advantage of the general public to construct a line beyond George’s River to Minto ?
Ifo doubt the travelling public ivould benefit because they would get their goods and themselves carried at 
a cheaper rate and in a more expeditious manner, but whether it would be for the benefit of the 
general public I do not know, because there is a large portion of the general public not benefited in 
that way.
2073. But that would relieve considerably the increasing traffic on the western, southern, and northern 
lines, would it not ? The northern railway ?
2074. Tes, coming in from Strathfield—the congestion of the northern and western traffic ? That has all 
been met by the duplication or proposed duplication of the line. I think that the duplicated line will 
give ample facilities for conducting a very much larger traffic than there will be.
20/5. Dor heavy traffic for all time to come ? I would not say that altogether ; but for the next twenty 
or thirty years. J
2076. At all events you believe that the increased price of land in the other suburban districts shut out 
people of moderate means who would seek homes where this line would give them facilities ? That is 
clearly my opinion. .
2077 And if you were Commissioner for Railways, or Minister for Works, under the old nfame, you 
would be m favour of that line on behalf of the general public ? I would.
20/8. And believe that, as a national investment, it would be equal to anything in the country P I 
believe so. j o j ■
2079.. Mr. Xee.] Ton were asked by Mr. O’Sullivan to divide the earnings as between Burwood Road and

W and Marrickville and Sydney; your estimated return from Burwood Road to Sydney is 
£8,000 ? From £8,000 to £10,000. J J
2080. For the sake of convenience we will say £8,000, and as the proportionate distance from Burwood
Road to Marrickville is 4-f- miles, and from Marrickville to Sydney 2i miles, the proportionate part of the *
ea™11JSs from Burwood Road to Marrickville would be £4,150, and consequently----- ? I have already
said that I do not think that it would be just to credit to the Illawarra line the revenue derived from those 
passengers passing over it.
2081. I am asking more particularly as to earnings between Burwood Road and Marrickville 3 It will he
m proportion to the length. '
2082. Whatever the main line might earn between Marrickville and Sydney would be in proportion—at 
the same rate ? Yes.
2083. Ton have already stated that you think the Railway Commissioners’ estimate of £3,000 a year an 
under-estimate ?. Tes, it is an under-estimate.
2084. Do you think your estimate of £8,000 a year is an over-estimate ? No, I do not. I put £8 000 as
the minimum. • 1
2085. Taking the distance as 4|- miles from Burwood Road to Marrickville, about what would be the 
ordinary passenger fare ? I think it is 2id. a mile first class, and Ifd. or 1-1 d. second class ; I think that 
is the rate which prevails.
2086. At all events the first and second class journey, say, would average a little more than 6d. ; I make 
it 8d. according to your figures ? i think it would be between 6d. and 8d.
2087. And, at 6d. a fare, 180,000 would have to be carried in the year to give that amount ? I would 
expect a very much larger number than that to be carried. If you take the average in Victoria, for instance, 
including the suburban traffic, you will find that each person in the country travels about thirty-seven

vwv-r® year' • there ar.re thirty-seven million* journeys to a million of people, it is crediting them 
with thirty-seven, journeys for each person, and if you were to credit the people living in this district 
with thirty-seven journeys each m the year, taking them at 20,000 people, it would be a very much .larger 
number than you estimate. Our people do not travel to the same extent, because they have not the 
advantage of suburban railways to the same extent as they have in Melbourne, and I think you will find 
ours is not more than sixteen or seventeen millions.

fnnn l0’?0 wl“ w,0U1W Use ^ line in the first year ? No ; I think there would be from
14,000 to io,000 the first year, but that would very largely increase—month by month.

^la,£ d J I am speaking more as to the population at present—as to what would give the 
traffic the first year ? I should credit everybody living in that locality with twenty journeys in the year, 
and 1 should calculate them at 12,000 which would be 240,000 journeys.f
2090. Now as to the taking of these lines to race-courses ; can you give the Committee any information as 
to how that line from G-ranville to Rosehill is worked : has it been a financial success ? I am told it pays 
very handsomely, indeed. I am told it pays the Rosehill company 3 or 4 per cent. I am not aware of

• t}le figures, and I have not made any recent inquiry about the matter, but I was informed 
that the proportion of the revenue which the Rosehill Railway Company obtained from the traffic coming 
to the races paid between 3 and 4 per cent, on the capital expended on the line.
2091. At the present time the Canterbury race-course is not so popular as the Rosehill; I mean there are 
not so many races held there ? I think there are rather more.
2092. Although Rosehill is easier of access than Canterbury ? Rosehill is farther away than Canterbury,
i. dare say that the tacilities for getting there are very much greater.
2093. The Rosehill railway will take the passengers right up to the stand ? Tes. 2094.
Minimi" latest Victorian report that the number of journeys in the year equals

from auy^rthiTuburbs!0’0 :~Twenty j°"rneys is aVery Iow estimate i ifc wil1 ^ found to be far below the number travelling
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C. A. 2094. To what part of the district could this proposed line he advantageously extended? I think to tho 
®oodcW’ eleventh mile. ‘

2095. In the neighbourhood of where ? Eankstown. Chapel Eoad, I think, is the road that comes down 
21 Jan iggo to about that place. Chapel Koad comes from the Liverpool Koad and there are several roads running

’ ' into it which would he a great centre for the traffic to gravitate to.
2096. If at any future time it were determined to extend the railway to Liverpool, could this line be 
utilized ? It is the lock-spitted line to Liverpool.
2097. Although at present that does not enter into your consideration ? No, unless it be considered that 
tho advantage to the public would justify the construction by reducing the time of the journey and the 
cost of the journey by 5 miles, I do not see any reason for extending it.
2098. But in your opinion if this line were constructed as a suburban line there could be no possible 
doubt about its paying the working expenses and in a short time the interest on construction as well? 
"Well, I should like to take it over as a private speculation.
2099. When you were in office, I presume you had to go into this matter very fully ? Tes.
2100. You had every opportunity of making yourself thoroughly acquainted with the details of the whole 
scheme ? I had.
2101. Mr. Cox.~\ Of course you are aware of the estimate made by the Commissioners as to tho annual 
cost of this line ? Yes. They have calculated, I presume, the interest on the capital, they have calculated 
the keeping together of the permanent wray, they have calculated the locomotive charges, and tho traffic 
charges.
2102. Amounting to £9,500 a year? If I were permitted to sec the estimate I might bo able to explain 
it better to you perhaps. I would like to point out, if I maybe permitted to do so, the curious.discrep;mc3r 
there appears to me between these two estimates. The Commissioners say that the traffic department 
expenses for the whole of the line from Sydney to Liverpool would be £1,820, and yet for a shorter route, 
4 miles 60 chains—the traffic expenses would be £2,600. It seems to me that while the traffic expenses 
should be lesser in consequence of the shorter distance they have made them greater.
2103. Mr. Copeland.'] Js not one a double line and the other a single line? The one proposed as a single 
line they make the greater—£2,600 for a single line, and only £1,820 for a double lino. In each ease 
locomotive expenses are put down at £3,000. Surely it must occur to everybody that the locomotive 
expenses of running 17 miles must be considerably more than for 4-J miles. But they have put them down 
as the same.
2104. Mr. Cox.] They have estimated that tho total revenue wrould be £5,203 a year? That is the 
Liverpool lino.
2105. Consequently the revenue from the line from Burwood Boad to Marrickville would be less? Not 
very much less, because in calculating that they take no note of any other traffic—they ignore the other 
traffic altogether in the route from Liverpool they put nothing for that; they call it “new” traffic, I 
think, and put it down at £5,250.
2106. In the estimated loss on the Liverpool and Marrickville line they put down £1,700 for traffic
diverted from Petersham and Ashfield? I cannot understand why Petersham is introduced. I can 
understand why Ashfield is introduced—because of the race-course, but it seems to me to be a very large 
sum. .
2107. Then you do not think it would have that effect and divert £1,700 traffic from tho present line ? 
There must be a very large traffic to the race-course if it would make that difference.
2108. You deal with this merely as a suburban line ? I would deal with it merely as a suburban line.
2109. What paramount claims has Burwood Boad for a suburban line over and above the other suburbs 
in the neighbourhood of Sydney ? Have they not been supplied—the Illawarra line.
2110. There is no railway for instance to Waverley ? But there is a good tramway service there.
2111. There is a tramway service here? Not so convenient. I think that while the people about 
Hurstville and Kogarah, and the people on the North Shore have railway communication, and also the 
people along the main suburban line at Petersham, Ashfield, and Burwood, it is not unreasonable to 
grant to these people a like facility, and for the reason that I have specially stated—that tiro locality 
offers more advantages for settlement owing to the smaller price of the land than those other places offer.
2112. But other suburbs have at present only tram communication with the city, and why should Burwood 
Boad be singled out to have railway communication, while other suburbs have to be satisfied with the 
tramway? The reason that would weigh with me is that the line would be a remunerative one.
'2113. Would not railway lines to, say, Waverley or Five Dock be remunerative? I do not think so ; I 
think that the cost of putting a railway to Waverley would be exceedingly great.
2114. You mentioned incidentally just now the advisableness of having railway communication with the 
North Shore;—do you mean by a bridge over the harbour ? No ; I was alluding to the suburban railway 
from the Crow’s Nest to Hornsby. I look upon that as a suburban line.
2115. You were asked a little while since by Mr. Hurley whether it would not be advisable to extend 
this railway so that the working classes in the city might have an opportunity of purchasing allotments of 
land at a cheap rate? I think it would bo generally beneficial that the working classes, if they are 
cooped up in the city, should have an opportunity of obtaining land.
2116. Are you awrare that some years ago it was computed that for every man, woman, and child in the 
community at least one allotment of land had been provided by cutting up the land round the city ? I 
daresay it would average that, but I do not know that it is the case that every man, wroman, and child 
has an allotment.
2117. How many years would elapse before this line would pay interest and working expenses ? I think 
iu about twelve months. The working expenses and interest could not be more than £10,000 or £12,000.
2118. Mr. Tonlcin.] Do you know any suburban railway out of Sydney that does not pay ? If you will 
except the North Shore line, I do not know of any.
2119. That is not a line out of Sydney ? Well, North Sydney it is called.
2120. I mean any from Sydney? No, I do not.
2121. Have you any reason to believe that if the railway were constructed to this suburb it would be 
different from a line to any other suburb ? For the reasons I have given, I think it would be very 
remunerative.

. 2122. Do you think that the facilities offered by this suburb are any different from those offered by
others that have railway communication ? I think that the facilities offered by this suburb are superior.

2123.
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2123. Do you think that many other suburbs at the time the construction of the railway to those places 
was advocated had the same facilities to offer that this suburb has at the present time ? I think not. As far Sood<i^a& 
as my memory serves me, the location on the Illawarra line was considerably smaller than it is on this line. S^'’A ‘ *

Have you any idea of the number of passengers carried by ’bus from the particular suburbs that oi jan iqqa 
will be served by this line . I estimate that these omnibuses must earn about £12 a week each. I am ’ 
told that they actually earn about £20, but I cannot credit it. '
2125. Do you know it is already taken in evidence that they earn over £2 a day each ? I was not aware.
2126. Of course that would represent over £5,000 a year paid now bv passengers comin0" in by ’bus ?
But the rate by omnibus would be slightly greater than it would be by railway. ° °
2127. In your estimate of from £8,000 to £10,000 as the probable return, do you include the estimated 
returns from the racecourse ? Yes.
2128. Supposing that the returns for passenger traffic over 4 miles of railway amounted to £3,000 a year,
can you give us any idea what the goods traffic would be ? 1 think it would materially depend on the
character of the country and the industries established there. It may be generally estimated that in a 
residential population where there are no industries every person would require about 10 cwt. carried, 
and if there were no industries established in this place, and the traffic was purely residential, I should 
estimate that the goods traffic would amount, for 3,000 people, to about 1,500 tons. But there is a much 
larger number than 3,000. '
2129. I am supposing that £3,000 wore returned in passenger lares ? I do not think that any comparison 
can be made on that basis.
2130. Do you think that 2-g- per cent, of the. popidation would bo an over-estimate of the number of
travellers by rail; say that there were 15,000 inhabitants to be served by this railway, do you think that 
it we estimate 2^ per cent, as travelling daily it would be an over-estimate ? I should say it would be 
a very large under-estimate. .
2131. That would represent about 400 passengers a day ? Yes/
2132. So that the Commissioners estimate of £3,000 as the total revenue from all sources—supposing this 
line were, constructed—do you consider that is a fair and proper estimate ? I think it is a very large 
under-estimate.
2133. And the working expenses do you think that they are properly estimated, or do you think they 
are over-estimated the estimated cost of maintaining the permanent way ? I should think that was a 
little bit under-estimated.

That is £800, and the traffic, £2,600 ? I should say that that is a little over-estimated, but it 
fMo' £eTeTd very mu<;h on the.number of trains run, especially as regards the locomotive expenses. ’
213o. But I suppose the Commissioners would not run trains at a loss, but would regulate them by tho 
number of passengers ? I should think that twelve trains in a day would be the number they would run.
2136. Have you any doubt that within (say) three or four or five years this will be a very remunerative line 
]i constructed . -My clear opinion is ■elicit it will bo a very rcmuncrcitivc lino.
2137. Have you heard any proposals to conslruct this line by private enterprise? Yes. I have never 
seen any substantive proposal of the kind, but have heard that people would undertake it.
2138 Supposing permission could be given to construct this line at the cost placed before this Committee, 
would you have any objection to putting m a large percentage of money, and taking shares in the thing, if 
you had permission from the trovernment to construct the line ? I should like to ascertain in what way 
1 should get from the junction into Sydney.
doubt Y°U haVC n0 d°Ubt ^ y0Ur 0Wn mind tllat tbiS line’ if constructed, will pay ultimately ? I have no

2140. Mr. HumpJiery.] Do you estimate that the additional revenue between Sydney and Burwood Eoad 
will be from £8,000 to £10,000 ? Yes.
2141. That will be the additional railway revenue ? The additional railway revenue.
2142. Assuming that trafiic representing £8,000 or £10,000 were carried between Sydney and Burwood 
Koad, what would be a fair proportion to allow annually for the use of the line between Marrickville and 
Sydney, three miles and a half, for working expenses ? Everything is calculated on a train mileage basis.
Ihere is the permanent way calculated on a train mileage basis, and we know the number of trains run in 
the year, and what the average cost is of. maintaining the railway per train mile run. Well, with the 
exception, of a small charge for the use of signals and for pointsmen, .there would be very little traffic 
expenses incurred, in fact the staff required to work the Illawarra railway would work the traffic of this 
railway without extra cost, as between Marrickville and Sydney. The permanent way is really the only 
item to be considered, and I should think that a very fair amount to offer for the privilege of running 
over the railway line from the junction into Sydney would be about one shilling per train mile.
2143. Assuming a traffic of about £9,000 a year, what would that total; .1 only ask you to give it to me 
approximately . I should say there would be 86,000 miles run if there were a good frequent service. I 
do not mean that at first there would be 86,000 miles run in the year, but a sufficient service for the first 
three years would, I think, average 86,000 miles, and that would be about £4,300.
2144. Would that be for the use of the line between Sydney and Marrickville? Yes.*
214o. Not between- Sydney and Burwood Koad? No.. That I should look upon as the parent line in 
connection with this consideration, and the route from Marrickville to Sydney as a foreign line over 
■which this parent line would have the right to run—would have what is called “running powers.”
2146. Presuming that the annual earnings would he £9,000, what would be a fair proportion to allow for 
jj-U-Se i me between Marrickville and Sydney. I ask this so that we may estimate how much

additional railway revenue would he obtained by the construction of the line from Marrickville to 
Burwood Road? I quite understand your question. I say Is. per train mile
2147.. Then you think that out of the £9,000, £4,300 should be allowed for the use of the line between' 
Marrickville and Sydney ? Yes. You understood me to say that that would be the average of three 
years running. It would all depend on the number of miies run, and if not more than 20,000 miles 
were run £1,000 would be sufficient to pay. It is the running of trains that makes the wear and tear of 
the line. 01zLQ

* Note (ok revision) :-Ixi calculating 86,000 miles as the probable running in three years, I intended to include the 
whole line from Sydney to Burwood Eoad-8 miles. The proportion due to the line from Marrickville to Sydney, 3i miles,- 
would be about 35.000 mileg. ’ i * t

35—K .
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C. A. 2148. You estimate that the revenue the first year would he between £8,000 and £10,000? Yes ; but I 
Baa MY?' no^ know many miles would be run. Calculating there would be six trains in and six trains out 

• ' per day, there would be over that portion of the line 36 miles of trainage a day, and that multiplied by
21 Jan., 1890. 300—1 suppose they would not run on Sundays—would make 10,800 miles a year over that portion of 
' the line.

2149. Then assuming it to be 10,800, the expense for the first year would be about £500? Yes.
2150. Then what would be the additional revenue obtained from the construction of that line after
allowing for the working expenses between Marrickville and Sydney. I want to know how much 
additional net revenue would be produced by the construction of the line, on your basis of £9,000 ? 
That would be the additional gross revenue obtained—£9,000. _
2151. Less how much for the use of the line between Marrickville and Sydney;—what would be a fair 
allowance to make for the use of that line? I think a fair tiling would be to allow £1,000 a year, to be 
increased as the train mileage increased.
2152. Precisely; but then your revenue would increase proportionately ? Yes ; but the right to use this 
line would be a fixed sum.
2153. Then, allowing £1,000, you reduce the revenue to about £7,000 or £8,000 ? Yes.
2154. What should be charged against that for working expenses between Marrickville and Burwood
Boad ? That will depend upon the number of trains run. _
2155. To produce a revenue such as you estimated for the first year? You might get the revenue in one 
train, or for the convenience of the public you might run twelve trains, and each train might be only 
partly filled.
2156. What would be sufficient for the working expenses and maintenance of the line for the first year
between Marrickville and Burwood Boad ? The Commissioners have estimated the maintenance of the 
line at £800. I think that that is a little under estimated ; I think it would be from £1,000 to £1,200, 
for five permanent way-men would be required at about £120 a year each, and that would be £600 a year ; 
and there would be reballasting the line, making up ballast and sleepers, and maintenance generally in 
the shape of material—£300 or £400 ; and certainly £1,000 or £1,200 would be required for permanent 
way, and there would be the locomotive and traffic charges, and these might safely be put down at 2s. 
6d. per train mile run, which would be about £2,500. I think the working expenses of that line for the 
41- miles would be about £3,700 a year for the first year. _
2157. Taking your lowest estimate, £8,000, less £1,000 between Sydney and Marrickville, that would give 
net over £3,000, would it not;—what would be left after deducting £3,700 ? There would be left about 
£3 300
2158. You would have £3,300 net ? Yes.
2159. The cost of construction is estimated at £90,000 ? That is only for a single line. _
2160. You reckon for a double line? I should, and should put down the cost at £130,000, that is, sup
posing the other estimate, £90,000, is right. _
2161. In your estimate of traffic you are having regard to a single line only ? That is immaterial.

' 2162. The cost is estimated at £90,000 ; 31 per cent, on that would be ? £3,150, is it not?
2163. Therefore, you would have £3,300 to meet the interest, which would amount to something less than
that ? Yes.# I am not at all sure that the Commissioners would agree with me that £1,000 would be a 
proper amount to allow for running over the rail from Marrickville to Sydney, but I say that in justice to 
a new line it would be a reasonable charge to make, and it is unreasonable to weight a new line by deduct

. ing from the revenue derived from its traffic that proportion which is derived from travelling over the old
line on a mileage basis, although I am bound to admit the practice has been to do so.
2164. As a railway expert, you are quite justified, are you not, in expressing your opinion as to what you 
think would be a fair thing to do as between the new portion and that already constructed—a fair 
adjustment of the case ? I would look upon that as a fair thing. Bor instance, when we ran over the 
"Wallsend line I tried to persuade the Wallsend Company to be satisfied with Is. per train per mile for the 
use of their railway, but they would not consent to that; they did for a number of years, but as traffic 
increased they wished to share in the benefit, and they went for a portion of the earnings. My theory is 
that a fair thing is to pay so much for the privilege of running over the line—so much per train mile.
2165. Mr. Copeland.] You say you think this line will be a very remunerative line? I think so.
2166. What is the population you estimate for at the present time ? Of Western Marrickville ? '
2167. Yes ? I think the population there must be close upon 7,000.
2168. Do you think that is a sufficient population to make this line a very remunerative one ? No ; but 
there is Canterbury to come in, and Bosevale and Kingsgrove and a lot of other places to swell the 
population from 7,000 to 14,000,1 think.
2169. That is if the line is extended ? No ; even to Burwood Boad it would command a population to 
that extent.
2170. Do not a large number of these people make their way at the present time to the existing lines ? 
I think not. Certainly the people of Belmore would come on to this line, and the people of Bankstown 
would also make use of the line. It must be their nearest point.
2171. You are anticipating, I presume, a considerable influx of population there ? Oh, yes.
2172. You say that the land is very cheap now ? The land is very cheap.
2173. And if the railway were constructed the people would buy land ? It is £1 per foot as against £3' 
to £5 in other places.
2174. Where do you anticipate these people would come from ? -I think there are a large number of
persons resident in Sydney who would go. I am sure it will be an advantage to the city if the “ Bocks ” 
were cleared—if the population assembled there were moved out. -
2175. You do not propose to put a charge of dynamite under them so as to remove them from the 
“ Bocks ” ? I do not propose that.
2176. Are there not enough suburbs at the present time for these people to avail themselves of if they 
wish? I am sure there are, but the value of the land is so great that it is almost prohibitory for this 
class of people to get out there.
2177. Are there not other places besides the “ Bocks ” from which you think population is likely to be 
derived ? Yes, I think Bedfern and other places which are getting very densely populated now. 2178. .

k * Note (on revision) :—There would be in addition the locomotive expenses on the line from Mamckville to Sydney— 
say £750. . . '
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2178. Is there not sufficient room already for them to go to on the Illawarra line ? Yes, I am sure there C. A.
is sufficient room for them there, but as I said before the land is very dear there. Goodchap,
2179. Have not the Government several sub-divisions which they have endeavoured to sell on the 
suburban lines still on their hands ; I think that on the Illawarra line they have one or two which they did nfZ
not succeed in selling ? I am not aware of it. I know that on the Field of Mars they have been sub- 21 Jlm'’ i890' 
dividing, but they have not given the people railway communication—they have not carried out their 
promise of railway or tramway communication.
2180. Take the illawarra line ; is there not land at Heathcote at a grand elevation—800 or 1,000 feet— 
that still remains unsold by the Government ? That is on the South Coast line. I should say it is 
beyond the suburban area.
2181. "Well, at any rate, what I wish to get your opinion about is whether, if the people are desirous of 
going out to the suburbs, there is not plenty of suburban land available for them at the present time without 
building this line ? Certainly ; I have no doubt about it whatever.
2182. Are there not hundreds of empty houses in every one of the suburbs at the present time, showing ’
that the people are not desirous of availing themselves of the existing lines and the existing houses ? I 
believe there are a great number of houses empty.
2183. Has it been your policy—I am referring to your position as Commissioner—has it been the policy
of the Government hitherto to build lines where the population was not ? Oh, yes. ’
2184. Bather, has it .been their policy to build lines where the population was ? Where the population 
was not, but where the population was likely to come to. I might quote as a favourable instance of that, 
the Illawarra line, and as an unfavourable instance of it, the North Shore line.
2185. The Illawarra line, you must be aware, was built expressly for the purpose of carrying coal from
Illawarra, and to give Sydney people access to what was generally denominated the “ Garden of New 
South Wales ” ? No doubt that was its chief object, but incidental to that was, of course, the providing 
for a suburban traffic. . °
2186. Besides, that was a line that led somewhere ; this is a line that leads nowhere ? This does not go 
to any place beyond Burwood at present, or rather it is not now proposed to take it to any place beyond 
Burwood Boad.
2187. I suppose you are aware that the price of land usually rises as soon as it is announced that the 
Government is going to construct a railway ? Yes. I am informed, however, that the assumption was 
so strong that the railway would come to this place, that the land has already acquired its maximum value.
2188. Then is the maximum value a very low value, or a comparatively good one ? As compared with 
other suburban land, I look upon land at £1 per foot frontage with a depth of 150 feet, as cheap land.
2189. Is there any reason you know why this land if it is in a desirable situation should be at a less rate 
per foot than land in other suburbs ; is there anything special about it; do the breezes blow fresher there,
or has it any other particular recommendation more than the other suburbs? As a matter of choice, '
I would rather give more for the land on this route than on the main line route; it is far better land, I 
consider, for residential purposes. ’
2190. At any rate, if it were announced that thisline was to be built, wouldnot the land in all probability 
immediately rise in its market value ? W ell, I have already said—
2191. You think it has risen to its maximum value now ? Yes. ■ ' :
2192. Well, if its maximum value is only £1 per foot whilst land fetches £5 or £6 per foot iu other 
suburbs, there must be something deleterious about this suburb that would make it not desirable? I 
could not argue that question with you; I cannot give the reasons which cause the difference.
2193. You said you were under the impression that manufactories would spring up if this line were 
built; can you say whether manufactories have sprung up on the other lines that have been built; say, 
for instance, on the Illawarra line where the railway crosses one or two rivers ? They are salt rivers are 
they not; but Cook’s Biver is a fresh water river at Canterbury.
2194. At any rate you base your calculation more particularly on the passenger traffic without going into 
these manufacturing works which are all in the air ? I think'it would be a passenger line at first and will 
grow into a goods line afterwards.
2195. You do not reckon that the population at the present time is sufficient to warrant the anticipation 
of deriving this £10,000 a year do you ? No. I say that the population will increase before this line is 
completed. Before this line is completed and opened for traffic three years must elapse.
2196. How will that population increase in that period—by natural increase of population ? No, I think 
by people going out there.
2197. How far will the Canterbury racecourse be from the railway line if constructed ? About a quarter
of a mile I understand. . ' '
2198. By the position of it on the map it would be about a mile ? I thought there was some deviatiou 
which took the line nearer the racecourse.
2199. "Well if it is half-a-mile do you anticipate that the people will walk that half-a-mile to the race
course ? I think they would, but I do not think it would be so popular a resort as it would be if the 
railway went close to it.
2200. The question is whether you would suggest that the railway be diverted to the racecourse or 
whether you would suggest the building of a tramway to carry the people from the railway terminus to 
the racecourse ? I should certainly not advocate a tram from the railway to the racecourse, for the 
reasons I have already given.
2201. I suppose you would advocate the railway being diverted to the racecourse ? If there are no 
engineering difficulties in the way, and it would not increase the expenditure very much I think it would 
be a wise thing to take it as near the racecourse as you can get it.
2202. Are you aware whether the racecourse is private property or not? I believe it is private
property. 1
2203. And I suppose that if the railway is diverted so as to be brought nearer the racecourse it will 
enhance the value of the racecourse and the profits of the proprietors ? I should think so.
2204. You said just now that you did not think that it was desirable to have a tram from Ashfield or any 
of these stations on the Parramatta line to the racecourse, because the Government would not be able to 
supply accommodation sufficient to take the passengers to the racecourse ? I- think that is very likely.
2205. But how is it the Government supply sufficient accommodation to convey passengers to Bandwick

racecourse ?
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racecourse ? They do not all offer at the same time ; they are spread over a louger time, and do not 
offer in the same numbers. Tou bring up a train with a thousand people in it and you could not carry 
them away by tram, but in taking the passengers to Bandwick you have four or live trams running, and 

21 J 1890 different portions of the day—spread over three or four hours. _
an'’ U’ 2206. How many people will one of the double-decker trams carry ?. I should say about eighty or 

ninety if they sit down, but when they are overcrowded they take, I believe, 150 sometimes.
2207. 'Well, I suppose that each tram would carry 100? Yes. "
2208. What is the estimated number of people that go to this racecourse ? I am informed there are 
about 2,000 to 2,500 at each meeting.
2209. Well. 2,000 would be twenty tram-loads ;—would it not be possible for the Government to convey 

' them from Ashfield ? I do not think that more than one double-deck car could be taken at a time by
one motor along such gradients as those to be met with between Ashfield Bailway Station and the 

. racecourse.
2210. Bufcis Ashfield the only place from which the tram could branch off? It would be the nearest 
place; and the difficulties would be as great near the course—the gradients are very steep indeed.
2211. What distance would it be from Ashfield to the Canterbury course? I should say not much more 
than a mile and a half, if that.
2212. By that plan it seems to be evenly situated between tho two lines ? They do not go as the crow
flies, you know. ■

C.A.
Goodchap, 
Esq., M.P.
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Lee, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Bailway from Marrickville to tho Burwood Boad.

C.A.
Goodchap, 
Esq., M.P

22JanTl890.

■ G. A. Goodchap, Esq., M.P., sworn, aud further examined :—
2213. Dr. Garran.] While you were Commissioner did you ever give any consideration to tho question
of providing Sydney with suburban railways as a whole and systematically ? Oh yes. _
2214. Is it your opinion that, looking to the future, Sydney will need a system of suburban railways ? I 
have no doubt about it. I think all the eastern suburbs should be connected with Sydney by railway.
2215. Do you look upon the present tramway system as merely a temporary makeshift or as a permanent
institution? In its present form I should say it is a makeshift. _
2216. Do you think that the tramways in any form will meet the requirements of Sydney so far as
suburban requirements arts concerned ? I do not think that, so far as suburban portions of the commu
nity are concerned, tramways are the most effective means to meet the requirements ? For street to 
street traffic in a city no doubt they are more effective than a railway would be. _
2217. Thev put people down at the corner of a street as close as possible to where they want to alight?
Yes. That2218. But when you got out of the city every increased mile tells against tramways as a system ?
is my opinion. . .
2219. And the limit of tramways’ utility would perhaps be about 6 miles ? Six miles at the outside.
2219|. When beyond that the time taken is so great it comes practically worthless ? Practically worthless 
in comparison with a railway. c j i j
2220. To make more of these suburban railways for Sydney, in the east, to which you referred, would be 
very 'expensive ? No doubt.
2221. A great deal of tunnelling and rock cutting would be required? No doubt.
2222. The line we now have under consideration would be one of the comparatively easy ones of whatever
lines we could make out of the city ? I think so. _ _ ...
2223. Would you consider that the Government ought to wait before making that line until it had got a 
complete system, and was ready to go oh with all the others ? I should think not. I think it would be 
unjust to the public residing in that particular locality, and also unjust to the general public, because 
that line offers every expectation of being a paying line. _
2224. If we made several suburban railways at once we might possibly over-do the supply, might we not ?
I think it is quite possible. r
2225. Do you think that at present the supply of suburban railways is overdone? No, I do not. _
2226. You think it is rather deficient than otherwise ? I think it is decidedly deficient; compared with
Melbourne, of course it may be considered to be very deficient. _ _
2227. We have it in evidence that there are about 100 suburban railway stations within 10 miles of Mel
bourne ; we have nothing like that with respect to Sydney ? Nothing.
2228. Of course we have the steamboat traffic; but do you think that that would account for the
difference? We have a tramway service which, no doubt, is in substitution for a suburban railway 
system. _
2229. So they have a tramway service at Melbourne ? They have, but it is 
what might be termed the city area.
2230. Taking their railway and tramway system together, and our railway and 
harbour steam traffic, do you think we are as well supplied as Melbourne is ?
2231. You think we have something to do to fetch up arrears ? I think so. _ _
2232. Do you know any district out of Sydney more suitable for suburban extension than this Burwood
Boad line ? No, I do not. 2233.

confined, I think, within
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I do not.

system, and our
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2233. Do you know any that could be more quickly and cheaply put into execution ? I do not. 0. A.
2234. Do you know any district more suitable for residential population? I do not. I think this MP 
particular district is exceptionally situated for residential traffic.
2235. Then on all grounds you look upon this as having, so to speak, a prior claim to any other suburban 22 Jan. 1890.
extension? Yes, I do. ’
2236. It has been given in evidence that there are several hundreds of houses now unoccupied between 
Sydney and Parramatta ;—do you think that a sufficient reason for not making a new suburban line ? No,
I do not. I think that if these places be empty it is not an indication that they are not required. I 
think that with a little return of prosperity, and the general demand which arises therefrom for residen* 
tial dwellings, they will not only be full but there will be room for others.
2237. According to your observation is not the population of Sydney increasing very rapidly ? Yes.
2238. The same with regard to Melbourne? I think, at any rate, in an equal ratio.
2239. It seems to be a fact that in both these great metropolitan cities there is a great increase every year
in population ? No doubt. ' . -
2240. Is it not true that some parts of the city of Sydney are almost unwholesomely crowded now ? I 
think so.
2241. Is it not also a fact that business premises are gradually displacing private residences ? I believe 
that to be the case.
2242. So that there is a forcible movement of the population outside the city towards the suburbs ? Yes ; 
the tendency is to remove from within the city boundaries to the suburban areas.
2243. And to meet that a fair supply of suburban railway accommodation is required? Yes.
2244. Then looking at it in the interest of the metropolis you think this is a justifiable undertaking ? As 
I have already stated, I think that, because of the natural features of the country commanded by this rail
way, and the fact that the land is cheaper out there than in any other suburban areas, this particular 
locality offers attractions of a superior kind.
2245. Now as to the finances ; during the time that you were Commissioner did the profit on the line
between Sydney and Homebush increase ? Considerably. .
2246. You w'ere a witness to that increase ? Yes. ■
2247. Has not the line as far as Ceorge’s River also been a financial success ? Yes; unexpectedly so.
.2248. So far as your experience enables you to judge, the extension of this line from Marrickville for 4 or 
6 miles would very soon also be a financial success ? That is my clear belief.
2249. You do not think it would be any burden on the railway account? I do not.
2250. It would rather help to pay the loss on some of the country lines? Well, in so far as it would 
exceed working expenses and interest upon the capital, it would no doubt contribute, but I do not con
sider that the amount would be so considerable as to affect materially the loss on other lines.
2251. But it would be a valuable asset? Yes.
2252. Can you name any limit as to which the suburban traffic is thoroughly trustworthy and payable— 
limit of distance ? I do not think it would be found to bo remunerative a greater distance than 11 or 12 
miles.
2253. Then you do not anticipate on the Illawarra line any great suburban traffic south of the George’s 
Biver ? I do not.
2254. Do you anticipate on the Newcastle line any great suburban traffic north of the Parramatta River ?
No. ,
2255. You think in each case the river is about the boundary ? The river is about the boundary in each
case. '
2256. And that estimate would in your judgment justify an extension of this line as far as Bankstown ?
As far as the 11th mile-post—yes, as far as Bankstown.
2257. And quite certainly as far as Burwood Road ? Quite certainly. 1 think it might be advantageously 
extended farther than that.
2258. You stated in your evidence yesterday that you made an effort quietly to secure for the Govern
ment the increment of value on this projected railway before you made any public announcement of it ?
Yes.
2259. At that time the “Public Works Act” was not in force, was it? It was not.
2260. Now that that Act is in force, and the Government gets recouped the increment of value that it 
creates for any residue of the estate ;—do you think that any importance attaches to the stipulation that 
the people should give their land ? No, I do not.
2261. If the valuation is really fair—and we are bound to presume it will be—the Government will give
what is fair, and the owner will get what is fair ? Yes. ' '
2262. Is there anything we ought to ask for more than that ? I think not. You could not expect the 
holders of small allotments to give the land required free, and the holders of large allotments would hot 
receive any compensation, I consider, because the benefit which would be done by the construction of the 
railway to the residue of the land will be full compensation for what they give up.
2263. I am asking you whether under the new circumstances there is really any importance to be attached 
to those promises ? I do not think so.
2264. Then if it should turn out that promises originally made with respect to this line on the assumption 
that it would go through to Liverpool have now fallen through, you would not stop the making of the lino 
simply on that account ? I would try to get those persons to adhere to their promises, in this view of the 
case—that when those promises were made there were large areas through which the railway would have 
passed, and since that time those areas have been cut up into small allotments ; if they be still held, if
still unsold though subdivided, I would, notwithstanding their subdivision, hold the people to their original ■
promises. ,
2265. But we have been told that the original promise was conditional on the line going to Liverpool?
No doubt that was so.
2266. And if that condition is not fulfilled all the promises would fall through, and I ask if they should 
do so, do you consider it a matter of great importance ? Not of great importance.
2267. Chairman.^ You said that to construct the line to Liverpool woqld save the public 5.miles of charges
travelling south ? Yes. ~ .........
2268. Is that so ? It is so.
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C. A. 22G9. "Would not the increased locomotive expenditure he a charge on the public which would be more 
Goodchap, than the saving for the 5 miles haulage ; you now do that service to Liverpool by one line—one set of 

Asc*' stations ? As a matter of fact the locomotive charges would be less, because they would travel 5 miles less 
22 Jan 1890 ^lari would otherwise have to travel to Liverpool.

’ 2270. You would be taking the locomotives two routes instead of one when one would answer the pur
pose? As regards locomotive service it would make no difference whatever.

.2271. Why they might run one engine to carry all the passengers going south to Liverpool, and you 
would run two ? But there are different services; there is the local service provided by one set of locomo
tives and the other service provided by another set, and it ivould be immaterial whether the other engine 
went via Parramatta to Liverpool, or by this other route. The distinct advantage of going by this other 
route is that they would save 5 miles of running. _ _ _
2272. Would there not be additional expense in connection with stations and officers in connection with 
those stations? Those are traffic charges. ISTo doubt the traffic charges would be increased.
2273. So I suppose that the public in the end would not gain very much by it ? There are two publics 
to be considered in this case—there are the public wdio use the railway for that purpose, and there are the 
larger public who are not specially benefited by it. No doubt the larger public might lose, but it would 
be an advantage to those who make use of the railway.
227i. Mr. LackeyT] During the time you were in office there was, you said, a project for a system of 

. suburban railways initiated ? Not initiated.
2275. Spoken of ? It was in the air—yes. ,
2276. It did not reach the extent of having any design or plans submitted ? No.
2277. Did you have any plans submitted to you—skeleton plans, tracings, or anything of that sort? I 
can think of no plan other than that of Mr. John Young for bringing the railway into Sydney, going 
out round by Woolloomooloo, then up to Waverley, and then round by Botany, forming a suburban rail
way to the eastern suburbs.
2278. There was no general plan devised by the Department ? No. _
2279. The plan of which you speak now, submitted by Mr. Young, is available, I suppose; was it
lithographed? I believe it was. I do not know that any sections were taken ; I think it was only a 
ground plan. • _
2280. Is it not your opinion that any system of suburban railways ought to be of a uniform character ;
that they ought to fit in one with the other, as it were? No doubt, as far as possible. _ _
2281. You do not know that this line would not fit in ? I do not see how it would possibly fit in with
an eastern service, such as I alluded to now. _
2282. But I took it that the service was a general one; I have a sort of distant idea that it was a sort of 
circular service with branches going in different directions, was it not ? I think it was a circular service 
going from Bedfern and coming to Bedfern again via the places I have spoken of.
2283. Not extending tawards the Parramatta Boad, or Five Dock, or those places? No.
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Railway from Marrickville to the Burwood Road.

APPENDIX.

A.
PROPOSED LOOP-LINE, ST. PETERS TO LIVERPOOL AND RIVAL ROUTES ; ALSO DUPLICATION OF THE

SOUTHERN LINE, GRANVILLE TO LIVERPOOL. ''
' • [Precis of Proceedings in relation thereto^]

The first reference which I find in the papers to a proposal to lay a loop-line from the vicinity of 
Liverpool to some point on the Illawarra Railway is contained in an extract of Mr. Commissioner Grood- 
chap s Annual Report for the year 1882 of which the following is the text“ I have called the attention 
of successive Ministers of Works for the last two years to the desirability of providing for the increased 
traffic on the southern line, and creating and developing additional suburban trafiic by the construction of 
a line from Liverpool to meet the Illawarra line in the neighbourhood of Newtown. Such a line would 
open up a large area of country capable of cultivation, and would give an additional outlet for the over
crowded population of the city.” .

; The attention of persons living on the route and connected with the properties likely to be affected 
by the line was directed to the subject, and Mr. Wearne of the Liverpool Paper Mills addressed the 20/4/83. 
lion. A. Stuart in advocacy of the scheme, but naming Hurstville as the point of junction with 
the Illawarra line.

. Mr. Commissioner Goodchap wrote a minute in substance the same as the before quoted remark, 
adding that if the Government would purchase or resume a mile in width along the route the cost of the - 
line might be recouped by the sale of the unused land.

In the same interest^ an influential deputation waited on the Minister and presented a petition signed gi/s/ss. 
by 12,429 persons praying for the construction of a line from St. Peters on the Illawarra line via Marrick- . 
ville, Canterbury, Kingsgrove, Moorfields, Belmore, and Bankstown to Liverpool. The deputation 
represented that if the line were made it would bring Liverpool within 15 miles of Sydney and would 
cause a large area to be populated. It was in view to construct tramways to some of the districts con
cerned but they thought this railway would be better in every way. The deputation seems to have held 
out a prospect of the land required being given to the Government free of charge. .

The Minister informed the deputation that the cost of the earthworks of this line -would be £150,000 
to which must be added £150,000 for three bridges over Cook’s and George’s Rivers, and £30,000 for 
rails. The item for land would be enormous, at least £250,000. The line wm wanted to relieve the '
plethora of traffic on the main line, but in view of this monstrous outlay he could not recommend the 
proposal to Parliament, because Parliament would not approve it. It would be cheaper to quadruple the 
present line. If, however, a majority of the land owners along the route would sign an undertaking to- 
present the land required to the Government, he should be prepared to recommend the line, and the 
necessary preliminaries should be carried out at once. ■ '

A few days after the Minister directed that a trial survey should be made of the line above referred 
to, a large number of the landowners concerned having complied with the Minister’s condition in executing 
an undertaking to give the land required for the line free of cost to the Government.

On the 19th October a deputation waited on the Minister to advocate a rival route, viz., from about ' 
Burwood to Liverpool, which they said would pass through easier country and avoid the bridges over 
George’s River. , t .

Mr. Wright informed the deputation that the route proposed by them had much to recommend it, 
but he had already ordered a trial survey to be made of the St. Peters route, which had strong claims 
inasmuch as it had been promised that the land would be given free. The ultimate recommendation of 
any line would depend upon the landowners, or the bulk of them, providing the necessary land.

Mr. "Wearne s scheme was revived. A deputation waited on the Minister to ask for a trial survey 4 ip:., 
of a line from Hurstville to Liverpool which, although they said a longer run from Sydney, would only 
require 10 miles of line to be constructed. One of the speakers stated he understood the large land- .
owners on this route were also prepared to give the land. • • '

The Minister promised that a trial survey of the line should be made, and instructions accordingly 
were given to the Engineer-in-Chief. ■ ■

Yet another scheme was shortly after proposed : On the 1st February, 1884, a deputation waited 
on the Minister to ask for a trial survey of a line from near Minto to the Illawarra line, between St. 
Peters and Hurstville. The arguments adduced were almost identical with those used in favour of the' 
other routes. '

. The Minister informed the deputation that their proposal really meant the formation of a line from 
Liverpool to Campbelltown parallel with the existing line. Picton or .any other town might just as 
reasonably make a similar proposal. He had been liberal in granting surveys but he could see nothing to 
justify his granting a survey in this case.

Mr. R. J. Johnson, one of the landowners who signed an undertaking to give the land required for 
the original scheme, wrote to say that there had been a departure from the proposal first made and that if 
this were persisted in he wouldnot only not hold himself bound by his undertaking and claim compensa- 
H?1? fov any land that might be taken, but would claim compensation for severance and disfigurement 
of his property.

In reply Mr. Johnson was informed that the Minister would not recommend the line until the 
persons interested had given a conveyance of the land required.

, ' " Mr. '
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Mr. Johnson replied that he was still prepared to give land in the “ grants” specified in his under
taking, but he certainly never intended to give carte blanche to take the lice through any part of his 
property to his injury and loss. He had allowed ample margin for any reasonable divergence of the 
proposed route, but it was neither law nor reason to . apply his promise to any or all other routes that 
might be proposed in opposition to the line he had accepted.

[I have specially noted this episode because it may have an important general bearing upon the 
promises made to give land. There are several instances in our records where similar promises have been 
made and afterwards, upon one pretext or another, evaded.]

The Government in submitting their railway proposals to Parliament in the succeeding session, 
omitted the line St. Peters to Liverpool.

A public meeting of the promoters was convened and was numerously attended. The beneficial 
nature of the proposal was affirmed by the speakers, and it was stated that tho Commissioner for Rail
ways was in favour of it, and that Mr. Secretary Wright thought so well of it that he had given a distinct 
promise to recommend it.

The outcome of this meeting was a deputation which waited on Mr. Secretary Wright on the 10th 
October. They reminded the Minister that he had promised to recommend the line, provided the land 
required was given free; and now they found that the line had been omitted from the Railway proposals. 
Those who had promised land were as willing as ever to give it. As regarded Mr. Johnson’s correspon
dence with the Minister, that gentleman was prepared to give land if the line were taken from St. Peters, 
but not if taken from Hurstville. It was asked if there would be any objection to a private Company 
undertaking the construction of the line.

The Minister informed the deputation that he would oppose any proposal for a private Company 
to make tho line. He was still, he said, prepared to recommend the line if they fulfilled the promise they 
had made in regard to the land, but he had ascertained from the Crown Solicitor that the written promises 
already given were not legally binding, and that unless the land was absolutely conveyed half the promises 
would not be kept. He looked upon Mr. Johnson’s letter as a withdrawal of his promise, and moreover, 
he had learned that many of the landowners had since subdivided their land. He was still prepared to 
select one of the two staked routes and recommend it, but he must know at once if they would give the 
land, and he would have conveyances prepared. He did not expect small owners to give their land, nor 
did he expect to get the large areas required for Stations, but only sufficient to make the line the ordinary 
width from fence to fence.

This reply of the Minister’s settled the fate of a scheme for making a line to Bankstown, a depu
tation in favour of which waited on the Minister on the same day as the above. Mr. Wright informed 
the deputation that they could not do better than to co-operate with the St. Peters-Liverpool promoters.

Mr. B. C. Rorke wrote to Mr. Hammond, stating that they wanted information in regard to the 
route it was proposed to take, in order that the land owners concerned might be communicated with as to 
the conveyance of the land required. This letter was forwarded to the Minister by Mr. Hammond, who 
was informed that the action promised by the Minister to the deputation was in progress.

The promoters were informed that the line was then in course of being pegged, and Mr. J. H. Legge 
replied that the Committee were making satisfactory progress in obtaining conveyances of land from the 
owners.

Engineer-in-Chief minuted that the Minister had authorized the permanent survey of the line 
commencing at 3^ miles from Sydney, on the Illawarra railway, passing through Canterbury, crossing 
George’s River at 15 and 16i miles, and joining tho Southern line near Liverpool.

The attention of the Minister was drawn by a Mr. A. Childs to the liability of the route selected, 
to floods, and to the objectionable nature of the point at which it was proposed to place the bridge across 
the river.

Mr. Palmer explained that he was well aware of the liability of the locality to floods, that at the 
first bridge this would be provided for by aviaduct of miles, and at the second bridge by a viaduct of 
J miles, and that the crossing-places would be carefully selected.

Mr. J. H. Legge wrote that they were apprehensive from the proceedings of the surveyors, that 
that an important divergence from the original route was in contemplation. Mr. Kennedy, a Government 
Surveyor, was engaged, he said, on a new trial survey.

, The reply given by the Construction Department was practically a disclaimer of any intention to 
depart from the accepted route.

The same gentleman again addressed the Minister, stating that his Committee had reason to believe 
that a serious divergence from the original route was in contemplation, and that if carried out it would 
have the effect of excluding Canterbury South, Rose Yale, Parkestown, Belmore, and Moorfields, from 
the benefits of the line.

The papers do not show what action if any was taken in connection with this letter, but
A public meeting was shortly after held at Canterbury to protest against the supposed intended 

deviation of route. References were made to promises given by Mr. Secretary "Wright, that he would 
recommend the line through Canterbury South, Parkestown, Kingsgrove, Moorefield, and Belmore if the 
land were given fpr the purpose, and (it was maintained) the fact that ninety-seven landowners on the 
route had agreed to that condition entitled them to expect a fulfilment of those promises. It was finally 
decided to form a deputation to wait upon the Minister on the subject.

Mr. Secretary Wright was accordingly asked to appoint a day, but he declined to receive a deputation 
on the ground that he was in possession of all the facts that could be urged. "

It would appear by a minute of the Engineer-in-Chief that the alternative routes were about this 
time submitted to the Minister for selection, but no decision was come to. From allusion in the papers 
it would seem these alternative routes were :—■ ' .

(1.) Belmore route, length 14 miles 10 chains ; estimated to cost £415,938.
(2.) Direct route, length 13 miles 52 chains ; estimated to cost £393,870.
(3.) Via Lansdowne Creek, length 14 miles 4 chains ; estimated cost, £346,393.

Although a little out of date a deputation which waited on the Minister in July, 1885, to urge the 
adoption of the Bell route, via Bankstown must not be passed without notice. The Minister informed the 
deputation that a number of surveys had been made, one of which was in the direction indicated by them, 
and that a line a little to the south of Bankstown would be tho best, but no decision would be come to 
until the report of the Engineer-in-Chief had been received.

The
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The following day a deputation waited on the Minister to advocate the duplication of the line from 
Liverpool to Granville. Tho arguments they desired to employ are set forth in a letter from Mr. '
M'Culloch, M.L.A., to Mr. H. Taylor, M.L.A., which was handed to the Minister. It is there stated 
that the line in respect of width of bridges, culverts, &c., was prepared for a double road ; that the traffic on 
the road was so large as to justify the duplication of the road. Even when the loop-line from St. Peters 
to Liverpool was constructed there would be a large traffic from Liverpool to Parramatta and from Liver
pool to Homebush in coal and minerals. There was besides a large population of artisans, &c., along the 
line, and the traffic would soon be immensely increased. The Minister informed the deputation that the 
action ot the Government would depend upon the practicability or otherwise of the St. Peters to 
Liverpool loop-line, that if the latter were carried out the whole of the through southern traffic would be 
carried over it, and there would be little but local traffic to provide for between Granville and Liverpool.
If the proposed loop were abandoned then—and in that case.only—the scheme referred to by them would 
have to be considered, and -would in all probability be carried out.

The papers do not record anything further in connection with either of these proposals until after 
Mr. Wright went out of office and Mr. Lyne came into power as Minister for Works.

Soon after the accession of the latter to office a deputation waited upon him to advocate a duplica- 27i,5,,86. 
tion of the line from Granville to Campbelltown. Nearly the same arguments were adduced by the depu
tation as were employed by the deputation which waited on the previous Minister in favour of duplication 
between Granville and Liverpool. In addition to these arguments they maintained in connection with the 
duplication from Parramatta to Penrith, that the Southern line, in point of heaviness of traffic, had the 
better claims to consideration. The Minister in reply said that doubtless the proposed duplication would 
facilitate the traffic, but he thought the question was intimately connected with that of the loop from St.
Peters to Liverpool, because if the latter were made it would relieve the present main line of a large 
amount of traffic. If the traffic on the Southern line was the larger as stated, the duplication of the line 
from Parramatta to Penrith was certainly an argument in their favour. He would, however, cause full 
inquiry to be made. - ....

_ The Engineer for Existing Lines, in reply to the Commissioner, estimated the cost of the proposed 
duplication at £121,500, with an additional expenditure of £43,000 if the bridges were renewed, which it 
was thought would be necessary.

The action of the advocates of the quadruplication of the line, in urging their proposal upon the 
Minister, seems to have alarmed the persons who had the construction of the loop from St. Peters to 
Liverpool, in view—the two being, to a certain extent, rival schemes—and they in their turn formed a 4|6,g0 
deputation to interview the Minister. No new arguments were employed ; but the deputation stated that 
a well known firm of contractors wmre prepared to undertake the work for two-thirds of the estimated 
cost. The Minister said that this scheme was largely bound up with that of duplicating the line, for it 
was not to be expected that both works would be carried out, as the construction of a loop would do away 
with the necessity for duplication. The loop would be a very expensive work ; but the fact of the greater 
part of the land being given free was a strong inducement to the Government to undertake it. He (the 
Minister) -would promise that this should be considered with any proposal the Government might submit, 
but he did not think they would submit any that session. ■ ■ ■ •

On the 30th July another deputation, in tho same interest, was received by the Minister. They 
advanced nothing new, but maintained that the line, as they were informed by practical men, could be 
constructed for £200,000. The Minister said there was really no occasion for them to come to him, as 
matters stood precisely as they did when they waited upon him a short time previously, and he could only 
repeat that the line should be considered when the next Railway proposals were dealt with.

Mr. Myles M‘Rae drew the attention of the Minister to a scheme which he had propounded some ijaise. 
years before, for resuming land on an extensive scale along the course of the proposed line, and after the This was Mr. 
construction of the line disposing of the surplus land, which he maintained could be done at an enormous G°“dXf?"e- 
profit. Mr. M‘Eae also advocated making Arncliffe the point of junction with the Illawarra line. scheme.apS

_ The Minister declined to receive a proposed deputation in the interests of the duplication, Gran- so/s/se. 
ville to Liverpool. ‘

Again another deputation (St. Peters to Liverpool) equally barren of new facts with the previous io|9|S6. 
one waited on the Minister who replied in substance as before, and minuted that the St. Peters loop scheme 
and the duplication question -were in his opinion intimately connected and that if the former wrere carried ic|io|86. .
out the latter -would be unnecessary. -

Mr. Commissioner Goodchap replied that there was no pressing necessity for a double line beyond 
Granville.

_ Another deputation waited on the Premier and tho Minister for Works to urge the St. Peters to 21(12/86. 
Liverpool loop. The Minister informed them that the question at issue was whether that scheme or the 
duplication should be carried out and it seemed to him that the advantages were in favour of the loop.

A Mr. W. W. Bucknall wrote advocating Arncliffe as the point of junction of the loop with 23/12(86. 
the Illawrarra line, but the Construction Department reported that that route had already been considered 
in connection with a survey made outside the Department by a Mr. Saunderson. .

Mr. Secretary Lyne made a long promised visit to the locality and after inspecting the route told is/1/8". 
the promoters that they might reasonably expect that the line would be made, and that no long time 
would elapse before it was commenced.

■ About this time Mr. Lyne went out of office, but he left.a minute on record to the effect that he 14/1/87. 
had determined to submit the loop (St. Peters to Liverpool) to the Cabinet with a view to its being 
recommended to Parliament for approval. He had been over the line and considering the easy 
nature of the country he did not see how it was to cost anything like the estimated amount £395,000.
Nearly the whole of the land would be given, and with the exception of the bridges over St. George’s 
River there would be no work of any magnitude. As far as he could judge £6,000 a mile and £134,000 
for the bridges making £214,000, should suffice for the work, and he would urge the Cabinet to submit 
the line for the approval of Parliament.

Immediately after this Mr. Sutherland took office, and very shortly afterwards received an 
unusually influential deputation in advocacy of the same scheme (the St. Peters to Liverpool loop). March 2/87- 
The Minister said the Government did not intend to submit any railway policy that session, and that he 
would not be bound by any promise given by previous Ministers. He knew,' he said, that the line had 
been agitated for for a long time, and that action had been delayed by the disagreements of rival 
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syndicates. He would take an early opportunity of examining the route, and would appoint an officer to 
obtain information as to the prospects of the line. The Minister was anxious for the promoters to 
guarantee the erection of a certain number of houses if the line were constructed, but they declined to go 
beyond the undertaking to give land. ,

The following month a deputation waited on the Minister to press the duplication scheme 
(Granville to Liverpool). In addition to the old arguments they pointed out that large industries had 
been established in the locality and would bring traffic on to the line, and the construction of the latter 
moreover would give work to the unemployed. They disclaimed any idea, of rivalry with the loop scheme, 
both works being they thought required. The Minister promised to obtain an estimate of the cost of the 
work (but discovered afterwards that an estimate had been furnished. “ See paged of this paper ”) and 
to give the matter consideration. He looked upon the duplicaton as a necessity, but he did not regard 
it as antagonistic to the loop scheme. He was prepared to recommend the duplication to the Cabinet.

Another deputation was received by the Minister in the interest of the Liverpool loop scheme, but 
nothing new was advanced in advocacy of the line. Mr. Carruthers intimated that he was getting an 
undertaking to give the land free—signed by nearly every owner on the route. The Minister repeated his 
promise to depute an officer to obtain information as to probable traffic, <&e. .

In pursuance of this promise the late Commissioner deputed Inspector Hornidge to examine and 
report from a traffic point of view upon the several routes. . . .

Inspector Hornidge, having examined the route, reported that having no statistics to guide him, he 
had been obliged to take population as his basis in calculating the traffic. Eoughly stated the line would 
serve 14,500 persons, and the probable traffic would be—

Passengers, including 30,000 to Canterbury Eaces ... ... ... 900,000
Goods, inwards ... ... ... ... ... ... ••• 22,000 tons
Pirewood ., ... ... ... ... ... ... 18,000 ,,
Coal ', ........................... ................................................... 30,000 „
Goods, outwards ... ... ... ... ... ... ••• ••• 100,000 ,,

In addition to this the following would pass through the loop to and from the south—Passengers, 
583,721; Goods, 211,085 tons. As regarded the southern traffic, the Department would gain a. little in 
haulage by the shortened route, but it would lose more in revenue from the same cause. The three 
proposed routes were so near to each other that the estimate of traffic would answer for them all, but the 
direct route had the advantage in being the shorter and cheaper, and giving slightly the greater traffic. 
The traffic might be estimated as

Coaching ... ... ... ... ... ... ..f ... ••• ••• £23,000
Goods, coal, and wood, inwards ... ... ... ... ... ... ••• 20,683

„ „ outwards ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 7,500

£51,183

The duplication project had been mentioned as an alternative to the loop; but it must be borne in 
mind that the mere duplication of an existing line could not create fresh traffic, and, moreover, the 
sections Granville to Liverpool were not those which most required relief. The two schemes were distinct. 
The loop passed through a country highly favourable to the development of a paying traffic. _

The Traffic Manager concurred on the whole, but thought the loss of revenue on the southern line 
by the diminished mileage a serious matter. The time, he added, was not far distant when the quadrupli
cation of the line to Homebush would be an absolute necessity, and when that was done there would be 
no difficulty in accommodating the southern traffic upon it. _

Mr. Myles M‘Eae wrote, informing the Minister that Mr. Coglan and party were boring for coal 
in the Bishop’s 6,000 acres with every prospect of success, and stating that the line should pass that way, 
and that the junction should be at Arncliffe.

Mr. A. H. M'Culloch, M.P., addressed the Minister, urging the duplication of the line from 
Granville to Liverpool. It would, he said, be an immense convenience to the public, and the cost would 
be only that of ballasting and laying the rails. _

A deputation waited on the Minister to request the survey of an alternative route. The line 
already surveyed had to cross a large tract of country which was liable to floods, and, moreover, required 
two expensive bridges which would cost from £100,000 to £150,000. The direct route by Upper Banks
town which they advocated would avoid these bridges and pass through higher country, and a survey of 
it had been promised. The Minister promised to obtain a report, and if the facts were as they represented, 
to have the whole matter reconsidered.

A report accordingly was obtained with the result that a surveyor was sent to make atrial survey 
of the proposed alternative line. _

The chairman at a public meeting of the residents of the Canterbury and Marrickville districts, 
held on this date, forwarded to the Minister copy of a resolution, carried unanimously at such meeting, 
to the effect that so much of the proposed line St. Peters to Liverpool, as it was understood, had been 
favourably reported upon by the Eailway Commissioners, be at once transmitted for the consideration of 
the Public "Works Committee. _

The chairman of a public meeting held at Marrickville also forwarded copy of resolution carried 
in favour of the entire line.

A large deputation waited on the Minister to urge the construction of the line. They stated that 
previous Ministers had been in favour of it; that the undertaking would be a largely reproductive one ; 
that all land required for the purposes of construction would be given to the Government free, and that if 
this line were made it would obviate the necessity for the quadruplication of the main line to Parramatta, 
while there would be a saving of £2,000 per annum in haulage. In the event of the Government declining 
to make the line, a syndicate was prepared to raise the funds and carry out the work. The proposed 
line, by furnishing an alternative route, would provide for the contingency of a block of the existing line, 
and would introduce two new sources of revenue—the Canterbury Park and "Warwick Farm.

The Minister informed the deputation that the Public Works Act made it a sine qua non that an 
undertaking of this kind should be reported upon by the Eailway Commissioners before being submitted 
to the Parliamentary Standing Committee. The report of the Commissioners was to the effect that the

proposed
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proposed line would result in a loss of £17,000 per annum; but they admitted that a line to Canterbury 
would pay, and might some day be extended to Liverpool. It was important that they should be prepared 
with evidence to meet the arguments of the Commissioners. The whole case would be laid before the 
Cabinet.

A list of “ reasons why” this line should be constructed was on one of the foregoing occasions sub
mitted by the promoters. I am not clear as to the exact place of the document on the papers, and I 
introduce a brief notice of the “ reasons” here as follows :—(1) The line was necessary; (2) and would 
pay. (3) It had been asked for by 12,429 persons. (4) The land would be given free. (5) It would 
reduce the distance by 6 miles. (6) £20,638 per annum would be saved in haulage. (7) The value of 
the land given would exceed the cost of making the line. (8) It would give communication to districts 
already populated—Marrickville, Canterbury, Kingsgrove, Moorfields, Belmore, and Bankstown. (9) It 
would relieve the main line and render quadruplication unnecessary. (10) The Bishop, who was prepared 
to give 2 miles of the land, was about to cut up the estate, and the future owners might refuse to give.
(11) It would give access to the fresh air of the country and enable many to get out of the overcrowded 
courts and lanes of Sydney. (12) The Canterbury racecourse, with thirteen meetings per annum, and 
the Warwick Farm racecourse, with twelve meetings, and in both cases an average attendance of 5,000 
persons per meeting, require that provision should be made for the traffic.

The Minister minuted that he bad promised to write to Messrs. Bitchie and ’Hobbs his reasons why fl/s|89. 
the whole of the Liverpool loop-line could not be carried out, and to acknowledge that if the whole could 
be done for £160,000 the whole aspect of the question would be altered. “ Propose interview re cost, and 
engineer will be present. Commissioners to visit again.”

The Chairman of the Bankstown Bailway Committee wrote complaining that that place had been 7|8|89. 
cut off from the long-promised and expected railway communication.

Mr. Deane explained that it was on the recommendation of the Eailway Commissioners that a 
portion only of this line had been submitted to the Parliamentary Committee. *

The Under Secretary asked to be favoured with the expression of Mr. Deane’s own views.
Mr. Deane replied that when he heard the Commissioners had recommended a portion of the line 

ho thought they intended the Punchbowl Boad (91 miles from Sydney) as the terminus. This would have 
tapped Belmore, and would in his opinion be a proper length to make. If Bankstown were to be served 
the works must be continued as far, 111 miles from Sydney.

The Chairman of a public meeting held at Bankstown on the 8th August, forwarded to the Minister Aus > 1S89. 
a report of the proceedings at such meeting, of which the following is a condensed statement. The Chair
man in opening the proceedings gave expression to the disappointment that was felt at the “ seeming intent 
of the Grovernment to again exclude the district of Bankstown from the long-expected and oft-repeated 
promised line of railway to the city.” The Railway Commissioners, he said, had reported in a manner 
prejudicial to the interests of Bankstown, but they had done what they doubtless conceived to be their duty.
Possibly with better and more correct information they might yet see their way to moderate their views in 
favour of the District. Those gentlemen could not be expected to know the rapidity with which the 
already subdivided land would receive population. Another speaker said the Commissioners had estimated 
the traffic at £5,000, but they must be astray in their reckoning, as he had that day seen a gentleman wdio 
was prepared to guarantee £5,000 for his own firm alone. Resolutions were carried expressive of the 
regret and disappointment of the residents that the hopes held out to them had not been fulfilled, and that 
the long expected and oft promised line to Bankstown was again deferred. They felt certain that the whole 
line if submitted to Parliament would be carried. The members for the District should be requested 
to arrange for a deputation to lay the whole case before the Premier and the Minister for Works.

_ Mr. Lyne, M.P., wrote to the Minister stating that he would not be able to accompany a deputation 22 8)89. 
which was about to wait upon the Minister re the Liverpool loop-line. When Minister for Works he had 
had an estimate of cost made, and—speaking from memory—it was a little over £200,000. He had no 
hesitation in saying that, both as a relief to the Southern line, and as a suburban line, it would be a success.

The proposed deputation to represent the claims of Bankstow-n, waited upon the Minister. They 23 s;s9. 
stated that the people were indignant that the entire question had not been submitted to the Public Works 
Committee, as promised by the Premier. It was believed that the estimate for construction was much too 
high, and the estimate for traffic too low. The relief the line would afford to the main line traffic had been 
underestimated. They urged that the whole line should be submitted to the Committee, and that the 
Commissioners should be instructed to visit the district again.

The Minister replied that the deputation had advanced nothing new. He had no interest to serve 
but that of the public, but it was natural for them to advocate the line. It was clearly laid down that 
any proposal submitted to the Committee should be recommended by the G overnment as a desirable public 
•work. How would the House be likely to treat a proposal accompanied by a condemnatory report? If 
they could bring rational arguments against the decision of Government, he was prepared if necessary to 
modify his opinion. He was prepared to meet a committee (say three) of their body wdio might bring 
with them a competent engineer, aud he on his part would be accompanied by the Engineer-in-Chief with 
the plans and specifications. The whole question could then be discussed, and if they could show that the 
line could be constructed at smaller cost, and that the revenue would bear a fair relation to such cost, he was 
quite willing to take a different view of the question.

The report of the Railway Commissioners was to the following effect:—
Estimated cost ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...£349,324 -
Annual charges, including interest on capital................................................... 21,346
Anticipated new traffic ... ... ... ... ... ............... ... 5,200

Annual loss ............................................................... £16,146

But besides, this the shortening of the route to Liverpool and places south
would involve a further loss of ... ... ... ... ... ... £17,423

Traffic diverted from Petersham and Ashfield ... ... ... ... ... 1,714

Further annual loss ... ... ... ... ... £19,137

The
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The Commissioners stated that the construction of the loop would relieve the main line only to the 
extent of four trains each way per day, and that the quadrupling of the main line was required for the 
development and accommodation of the traffic along the route. They recommended the construction of a 
branch line about 4 miles along the proposed route. It would accommodate Canterbury and a fairly good 
residential district. The traffic would probably pay working expenses, and in a few years be a good 
investment. The line should take the exact route laid down, so that at some future time an extension 
midit be made and ultimately perhaps be carried through to Liverpool.

C.A.B., 23/10/89.

84 APPENDIX.

B.

EePOETS OE THE EAILWAY CoHMISSIONEItS.

Office of the Eailway Commissioners of New South Wales,
29 December, 1888.

Proposed Looj) Line of Eailway—St. Peters to Liverpool—14 miles.
In accordance with the provisions of the “Public Works Act, 1888,” section 13, we beg to report as 
under:—

Cost of Construction—
The Engineer-in-Chief estimates the cost of construction of the railway, with a

double line of rails, exclusive of land and compensation, at... ... ... £349,324

Annual Cost—
Interest on cost of construction, at 3^ per cent. ... ... ... ... ... £12,22G
Estimated cost of maintaining the permanent way, per annum ... ...£3,500

. Eor first two years an additional cost of ... ... ... ... ... 800
Traffic Department expenses... ... ... ... ... ... ... 1,820
Locomotive expenses ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 3,000

--------  9,120

Total annual cost ... ... ... ... ... ... £21,346

Traffic Estimate—•
The new passenger traffic which will accrue to tho line will, for a long

time, be very small, and would probably not exceed ... ... ...£3,300
■ The goods traffic also would not exceed ... ... ... ... ... 1,900

--------  £5,200

As the bulk of the population is located within 5 miles of Sydney the marketing would be done in 
Sydney and carted direct. Bricks and firewood would to some extent be carted also.'

The shortening of the route to and from Liverpool and places south thereof by
5 miles would cause an annual loss of ... ... ... ... ... ... £17,423

And it is estimated that traffic would be diverted from Petersham and Ashfield 
. to the extent of ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 1,714

£19,137

The theory which has been put forth, that the construction of this line would avoid the necessity 
for increasing the carrying capacity of the existing line from Liverpool to Sydney, should not have any 
weight in the consideration of the question, as the construction of the line would only relieve the parent 
line to the extent of about four trains per day in each direction ; and the quadrupling of the line out of 
Sydney to Homebush is required to accommodate the increasing purely residential service of trains ; and 
the doubling of the line from Granville to Liverpool will be required'i'or the development of the country 
along that route, which is being fairly rapidly settled.

If a branch line were constructed from St. Peters through Canterbury to a point 8 miles from 
Sydney (i.e., 4 miles of new line), it would accommodate Canterbury and a fairly good district for 
residential trafiic; and at the suggested terminus of the line we observe that two large properties have 
been laid out for the purpose of encouraging a suburban population.

The construction of a branch line to the point indicated is the only course we could recommend, 
which would have the effect of giving another suburban outlet for Sydney; and we believe if this were 
done the traffic created would probably pay worlving expenses, and in a few years it would doubtless be a 
good investment.

The line should take the exact route laid down for the proposed through line, so that when the 
proper time arrived an .extension might be made, and probably the line ultimately carried through to 
Liverpool.

^ . . /E. M. a. EDDY, (ns.)
' The Common Seal of the Eailway Commissioners I Chief Commissioner,

of New South Wales has been hereunto I w xr -praTrr)™- fT « "
affixed by the Eailway Commissioners in the-| ’ ' ’ c01TimigS;0ner
presence of, ' ' CHAELES OLIVEE, (n.s.) '

■u' 1 ‘ \ Commissioner.

Office
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Office of the'Eailwav Commissioners of New South Wales,
. Sydney, 20 November, 1889.

Proposed Branch Line of Eailway, Marrickville to Burwood Eoad, 4 miles 60 chains.
In accordance with the provisions of section 13 of the “Public Works Act, 1888,” we beg to report as 
under:—

Cost of Construction—
The Engineer-in-Chief estimates the cost of construction of a single line of 

railway, exclusive of land and compensation, at ... ... ... ...

Annual Cost—
Capital expenditure, at 31 per cent.... ... ... ... ... ... ...
Estimated cost of maintaining the permanent way ... ... ... £800
Traffic expenses ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 2,600
Locomotive expenses . . ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 3,000

Total annual cost

£90,250t

£3,158

6,400

Estimated Revenue ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £&,C00
By giving a frequent service it is estimated that oil the line a revenue of about £3,000 per annum 

would be secured, but, in connection with this there would also be an additional estimated revenue upon 
the existing line of a similar sum. A speedy development of the district, however, is confidently antici
pated, so that within two years the working expenses would be more than recouped.

The line, if constructed, should be, in our opinion, a double line, otherwise a most unsatisfactory 
"Service for residential purposes would be afforded.

The Common Seal of the Eailway Commissioners /E. M. G-. EDDY, (l.s.)
of New South Wales was hereunto affixed i Chief Commissioner,
this twentieth day of November, in the year J CHAELES OLIVEE, (n.s.) 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and") Commissioner,
eighty-nine, in the presence of,— I W. M. EEHON, (n.s.)

Jno. D. Waed. V Commissioner.

C.
Apparent Anomally in the Estimated Expenses op Working the Proposed Bail ways, Marrickville to

Burwood Road, and St. Peters to Liverpool.

Government Railways of New South Wales, Secretary’s Office,
Sir, Sydney, 3 March, 1890.

I am directed by the Railway Commissioners to acknowledge your letter of the 28th ultimo, relative to an 
apparent anomally in the estimated expenses of working the proposed Railway Extensions, Marrickville to Burwood Road, 
and St. Peters to Liverpool.

I have to point out that the circumstances under which the estimates were framed are entirely dissimilar. In 
December, 1888, when the Railway Commissioners were asked for a report with regard to the loop-line St. Peters to 
Liverpool, it was considered that existing trains via Granville would give a portion of the train facilities required, and as 
the greater portion of the route would not call for any accommodation, being away from public roads, it was only intended 
to open two stations and one intermediate platform, and the fixed operating expenses would consequently not be heavy.

AVith regard to the proposal before the Committee for a line from Marrickville to Burwood Pmad, it was intended 
that this section should provide for developing a suburban district, and it was proposed to establish two intermediate 
stations and a terminus, and to give a frequent train service running from early in the morning until late at night. This 
would entail an independent set of trains, and consequently involve considerable cost in the way of guards, car cleaners, 
&c., in addition to the expenses incurred in keeping two sets of men at the proposed station’s. The same consideration 
would apply to the locomotive expenses. A separate locomotive service would have to be maintained, whereas with the 
through loop-line the engines for the through service would be used to pick up the local traffic.

In the evidence it is stated that the Commissioners proposed to work the extension to Burwood Road as a single line, 
but I may point out that although the estimate of the Engineer-in-Chief provided for a single line of rails only, yet the 
Report of the Railway Commissioners, dated 20th November, 1889, stated :—“ The line should be in our opinion a double 
line, otherwise a most unsatisfactory service for residental purposes would be afforded, ” and the calculations were based 
thereon.

I have, &c.,
H. M’LACHLAN,

C. Lyne, Esq., Secretary Parliamentary Works Committee. Secretary,
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[To Evidence of H. Deane, Esq.]

D.
Estimate of Cost of the proposed Eailway.

Department of Public Works,
Railway Construction Branch, Engineer-in-Chief’s 0 ificc.

Proposed Eailway from Marrickville to Burwood Eoad.
Estimated cost of constructing a single line of Railway (exclusive of cost of land and compensation).

Length of main lino, 4 miles GO chains ; length of sidings, 34 chains. Total, 5 miles 14 chains.

Class of work. Estimated cost of works 
of each class. Total cost.

Excavations .....................................................................................
Culverts—

Three 4 feet .............................................................................
Three 6 feet 6 inches ..............................................................
Three 8 feet ..............................................................................
Six rail openings ......................................................................

Bridges— ■
Cook’s River..............................................................................
Canterbury Road............. ........................................................

Overbridges—Pour roadways 24 feet wide...................................
Level crossings..................................................................................
Diversions of roads .........................................................................
Permanent-way and ballasting.................. ...................................
Stations .............................................................................................
Fencing .............................................................................................
Signals ............................................................................................

Cost of works ..........................................................
Engineering and contingencies, 124 per cent........

Total (say £90,250)...........................

' Average cost per mile (say £19,000)

s. d.

591 16 0 
1,457 0 0 
2,588 1 0 

156 0 0

9,274 16 0 
3,000 0 0

£ s. d. 
33,764 10 0

4,792 17 0

12,274 16 0 
3,262 16 0 
1,537 6 0 
2,932 10 0 

10,500 14 0 
8,084 4 0 
2,137 10 0 

900 0 0

80,187 3 0 
10,023 7 11

90,210 10 11

18,991 13 11

[To Evidence of J. J. Cooper, Esq.]

gjr ’ Starland, Bankstown, 20 November, 1889.
’ Having, since March, 1882, taken an active part in trying to obtain the much needed and just claim of railway 

communication with the city for Belmore, Bankstown, Auburn Park, and Campbell Hill Estates, I beg most respectfully to 
take exception to, and to direct the special attention of the Committee to, the erroneous statements reported in this day s 
Sydney Morning Herald, as made before the Committee yesterday by the Acting Engmeer-m-Chief of Railways, in re the 
St. Peter’s and Liverpool line of railway,— , . • , T, . ,

Firstly,_That the originally proposed route was to the south of that now proposed, is incorrect. It is over 1 mile

Secondly,—It was the first, and not the second, as stated by Mr. Deane, that was petitioned for, March, 1882.
That passed through between Belmore, Bankstown, and Campbell Hill Estate, to the north. Mr. Deane states 

it is not desirable to deviate. Then why deviate from what each of the petitioners have asked for—thcmost direct practicable 
route ? Again, that the construction of this line through would not greatly relieve the main line. It would relieve the 
mainline after leaving the junction of not less than between thirty and forty trains daily, there being fully twenty-four soutli 
trains daily at the present period ; and I would also beg respectfully to suggest that the Committee satisfy themselves. It 
it is not the adopted detour from a more direct line, repeatedly brought under the notice of the Department or Railways, 
that by causing the unnecessary expensive cost of the construction, is the obstruction to the constrnctionot the whole ot
To the Honorable Joseph Abbott, Esq., M.L.A., J. V. COOPER.

' Chairman of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works.

Gentlemen Starland, Bankstown, 21 November, 1889.
I beg respectfully to supplement my evidence by stating that a line starting from the same point at Marrickville, 

running parallel, but at a certain radius northerly, would not interfere with the general interests of the Marrickville, 
Canterbury, Moorefields, or Belmore districts ; would the better benefit the settled population of Bankstown ; would pass 
alone a more elevated route ; would go through a sandstone and bluestone hill, which would furnish ballast for the line,; 
would enable the Engineer-in-Chief to avoid the inundated portion at Long’s Swamp, also the two bridges over George s 
River which the Government estimate to cost at the very least £100,000 ; would tend to benefit tho population represented 
by the 5,000 acres of subdivisional areas in the district; would be no longer, if not shorter, and, as shown by the Engmeer- 
in-CMef’s evidence, effect a great saving in the cost of the construction.

1 have, &c.,
To the Honorable Gentlemen of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works. J. J. COOPER.

[To 'Evidence of Mr. M. Hamburger.]
F.

Statement of Reasons in favour of the Railway.
. Sydney, 30 November, 1889.
ir’ As I have been informed that your Committee intends to call only a few more witnesses re the proposed con

struction of a railway from Marrickville to Burwood Road, I have put my statement down m writing, which please be good 
enough to place before the Committee. ^mItHIAS HAMBURGER.

The Secretary, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works.

Gentlemen 363 George-street, Sydney, 30 November, 18S9
Having given my name to your Secretary as a witness wishing to be examined before your Committee, but being 

informed that only a few more witnesses would be called, I put my statement m writing, and trust it may be of some use.
I am a property holder at Belmore. The staked line is 55 chains (under a of a mile) distant 

which fronts the Canterbury Road, opposite Belmore Church. The survey known as Bell s is only 2 minutes distant 
therefrom, and would be more advantageous to me. When Mr. Cameron stated that the staked line ,1S 
distant from the Belmore Post Office he is in error. The distance is only 50ehams, or ahttle ovei half a mile. The staked 
line will suit the largest majority of the Belmore people, although Bell’s line would be better for them. At a meeting called 
about seven years ago by Mr. Aaron Brown (a witness before your Committee, I understand), upon his 0'vl1 Sro"“ds. a
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resolution was proposed by him to urge Government to adopt Bell’s’survey. There were only three persons for this motion, 
and the amendment, “ to leave the choice of route to Government,” was passed nearly unanimously. The meeting was a 
representative one, and included most of the property holders of the district.

The staked line, recommended by Mr. Whitton, I consider as good a line as can he made. It is shorter by J a 
mile than Bell’s survey. The distance from the Canterbury Road does not exceed 60 chains or f of a mile anywhere.

It is fair to presume that the new suburbs to spring up upon the construction of this line will fill this gap between 
the railway and the Canterbury Road. This has been the case in the old suburbs. Petersham, at the time of opening the 
Parramatta railway, was a hamlet on the Parramatta Road. It extended very soon to the railway line and across. The 
game was the case at Ashfield and Burwood, then small settlements along the Liverpool Road, but now densely populated, 
and extending from the Liverpool Road on one side to the Parramatta Road on the other.

The staked line is fairly suitable for the present population, and gives a great scope for the formation of new suburbs. 
The Harcourt Estate, laid out as a model township, is close to it, and settlement under such liberal conditions as to area of 
ground, &e., should be encouraged, and may be the means of promoting the laying out of other areas upon the same healthy 
conditions.

In my opinion a single line would be a mistake. In any case provision should be made that a double rail could be 
laid down without extra expense as to formation of the road bed, whenever required. '

The estimate of the Commissioners as to probable earnings of thefiine I consider to be a very safe one. It seems to be 
based upon the present trafiic.

I have no doubt that the racecourse traffic'alone, estimated by Mr. Kirkealdie at £750 per annum, will yield £3,000 
as soon as the line is opened. It will quadruple the attendance at the meetings, which would be larger if the round-about 
way of getting there (via Ashfield and ’bus) did not deter the great majority of the people from attending. At Is. return 
fare crowds would go where now there are only individuals.

I believe in having the line carried through to Liverpool. The intervening area is all suburban. The land is well 
adapted for settlement. It is mostly level, with some undulating tracts. It is easily drained. Woolli Creek, and George’s 
River on the south, and Cook’s River on the north, are the natural watersheds.

As the Government proposal is, however, only for the construction of the line as far as Burwood Road, I trust your 
Committee will see its way to sanction it as an instalment of the whole line.

I would suggest that, if your Committee cannot see its way to recommend the line being carried out through to 
Liverpool, that a suggestion to extend the line in the near future as far as the 12-mile peg (that is the Bankstown district) may 
be embodied in your report. •

The line would then open up a most picturesque, elevated, and healthy district, which has hardly any communica
tion with Sydney at present. • • .

As to the more northern survey, mentioned in the evidence of Mr. Thornton, it would be too far away from the Upper 
Canterbury and Belmore district to be of any use. It would go through very sparsely-populated territory. The statement 
that such a line would not benefit Mr. Thornton I consider erroneous. His property is to the north of Liverpool Road, I 
am informed, and would be greatly benefited. *

The four additional miles to 12-mile peg is the most inexpensive part of the line, and ought to be constructed for less 
than £20,000. The land is quite level. The 12-mile peg is at the Chapel Road, the principal thoroughfare from Belmore 
to the Liverpool Road, and would be just as central as the proposed terminus at the Burwood Road, the main cross-road 
from Burwood to the Canterbury and Illawarra districts.

Hemmed in as Sydney is, by the Pacific on one side, and the waters of Port Jackson and Parramatta River on the 
other, the natural outlet for any surplus population is the Canterbury district.

Settlement has only been prevented by want of proper communication. I am confident that within six months from 
the starting of the line at least £25,000 will be spent in building residences by parties like myself who were only prevented 
from residing upon their properties by the want of speedy access to the city. Dr. Benbow, Mr. Horn (jeweller, Arcade), Mr. 
Hust (late of the ‘ ‘ Imperial Hotel, ” Wynyard-square), and many others who own property at Canterbury and Belmore will 
build at once. The distance from town is only the same’as’from Ashfield, Burwood, or Homebush, but, by the present mode 
of transit, Sydney cannot be reached under an hour to an hour and forty-five minutes by ’bus.

An extension of the tramway from Dulwich Hill to Canterbury would not suit at all. Fifty minutes is the time to 
Dulwich Hill, to which at least thirty minutes have to be added to reach Burwood Road. Even the through trams could 
not do the distance under one hour, while the railway ordinary trains will only take twenty-five minutes to Redfern or 
thirty-five minutes to the Post Office, and through trains will do it in twenty-seven minutes. ,

The Liverpool through line will, if completed, be the main line to the south and Melbourne, and a great boon to 
through travellers. Against the loss of revenue upon the Granville-Liverpool section of the old line ought to be set the 
saving in fuel, wear and tear, &c., by the shortening of the distance. It is, in my opinion, a very questionable policy to 
make the people pay for more distance and haulage than is necessary, just for revenue sake.

Mr. W. G. Cameron has stated before your Committee that none of the proposed routes would pay, in his opinion, 
for some time. This is in flat contradiction of his utterances when he was a candidate for Parliament in the Canterbury 
district, when he not only gave it as his opinion that the line would pay as well as the Illawarra suburban line, but 
promised to work for its being made. Whether his present evidence is a consequence of his defeat, or a desire to burke the 
line in order to get it made from Arncliffe or Hurstville, which would intersect his property, I am unable to determine.

I would further call the attention of your Committee to the necessity of constructing a belt line of railway to start 
from the Homebush sale-yards, about 9J miles from Redfern, to the neighbourhood of the 10-mile peg of the proposed line 
Liverpool, and through to Hurstville, 9 miles 70 chains on the Illawarra line from Redfern. This line will be essential

1st. To transfer sheep, cattle, coal, and produce from the Northern, Western, Southern, and Illawarra lines, with
out the detour of going to Redfern, and thus blocking our old suburban line.

2nd. To enable people from all parts of our railway system to go to National Park. In connection with the dupli
cation of the Illawarra line from Hurstville to the Park, this will actually open up the National Park to the 
whole of the New South Wales population. The traffic on holidays alone should recoup interest upon the 
outlay. Its length will be under 7 miles, and through level country. "

The longer this necessary line is delayed the more it will cost to construct.
Although not within the province of the present proposal, I draw your attention as Members of Parliament to it.
In connection with my remarks re the Harcourt Estate, whose allotments are laid out in areas of not less than a 

quarter of an acre, I would draw your attention to the necessity of so amending Mr. Reid’s Act, which merely prescribes 
minimum wddths of roads and lanes, that it shall be made unlawful hereafter to lay out estates in the suburban area in less 
than quarter-acre allotments, and further, that it shall be unlawful to build more than one dwelling upon such allotment.

Yours, &c.,
To the Parliamentary Committee for Public Works. MATTHIAS HAMBURGER.

_ (J.
Capital and Annual Values of Municipality of Cantebbury.

8ir, Municipal Council Chambers, Canterbury, 6 December, 1889.
_ I have the honor, by direction of His Worship the Mayor (James M‘Bean, Esq.), to forward you the following 

information relative to the capital and annual values of this Municipality :— £ s. d.
1879-80—Annual value ............................................................................................................................ 11,553 10 0

Rate of Is. in the £................................................................................................................ 577 13 g
1889-90—Capital value ........................................................................................................................ 471 997 q 0

Annual ...............................................................................................................   16,856 0 0
Assessed ...................................................................................................   38,779 0 0

’ Rate of Is. in the £............................................................................................................... 1 933 19 Q
In the M unicipal year 1879-80 no capital values were run out. In the present Municipal year, 1889-90, there are 939 

acres of land in blocks of 20 acres and upwards taken at rental value, the capital value of which is £78,120. Of the 939 
acres there are 480 acres within a quarter of a mile of the proposed railway. Number of allotments of land sold, 2,168.

I have, &c.
. BENJAMIN TAYLOR,

The Chairman, Parliamentary Committee on Public Works, Sydney. • Council Clerk.

H.
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Mabbickyilli] to the Bubwood Road. 
Book of Reference to Parliamentary Plan.

Description of Property.
State

of
Cultivation.

Name of

Timber yard, with wooden 
buildings.

F enced paddock ....................

Fenced paddock, and swampy 
land.

Road ....................................
Allotment ............................

Road........
Allotment

Bane........................................
Fenced paddock, and swampy 

land.
Road .......................................
Bane.........................................
Fenced paddock.......................

Fenced, house and garden.
Road ..................................
Fenced, briek-house ..........

Fenced .
wooden buildings . 
brick-house.........

Brick works .... 
Fenced paddock 
Brick works . ...

Fenced paddock, brick-house 
Fenced, wooden buildings ...
Fenced paddock .....................
Bivmgston Road........
Randall-street............
Allotment .................

Fenced, wooden house . 
Allotment.....................

Open scrub ........................
Fenced wooden house . ..
Partly fenced, brick-house

Paeish op Petebsham.

Market garden

Partly cultivated 
Market garden ... 
Partly cultivated

Partlv cultivated

Garden

Partly cultivated 
Garden ...........

Garden

Garden

Garden

Market garden

„ wooden buildings.
Fenced, wooden buildings........
Wardell Road............................
Open scrub land....................
Fenced, brick cottage and garden
Terrace Road..........................
Fenced, stone house and grounds
Open scrub land.....................
Road .......................................
Fenced scrub lands ...............
Road ........................................
Open scrub land.....................
Road.......................................
Open scrub land ....................
Road .....................................
Fenced grass land..................

Partly cultivated 

Partly cultivated

Edward Curran ... 

Barnard Gallagher

— Way

James Meek

Elizabeth Cavey . 
Adolphus Clapm 
James Meek . ..

J ohn Henry Hoare

Geo. Warburton 
David Blair ...

John Heaney

George Toyer ... 
Charles Moyes ..

John Moyes.......
Charles Moyes .. 

>> • 
Thomas Moncur

Robert Wilkinson 
& Sons.

Boo Hing

■ Randall

Philip Jamieson 
John Jaggleman 
Mrs. Davis .......

Priddle & McArthur 
Thomas Cotterell...
Michael Byrns.........
Robert Nicholl .......
James Bradaock ... 
William Jones.........

Puddle & McArthur.. 
John T. Colah.........

William Starkey .... 
Priddle & McArthur.

E. Vickery A Sons 

Thomas Cavey ....

— Campbell ........

William Starkey ...

Occupiers.
Remarks.

Barnard Gallagher. 
Tong Hing.

James Meek.

Mrs. Purdy. 
Adolphus Clapin.

John Henry Hoare

Geo. Warburton. 
Roland Tyler.
— Taylor.
Geo. Schiverel. 
John Heaney.

George Toyer. 
James Wellfare. 
William Moyes. 
John Moyes. 
Griggs & Boveday. 
Toyer Bros. 
Thomas Moncur.

>»
James Moncur.

Geraldine 
Estate, 

bought and 
subdivided by 
C. J. Fache.

Subdivided by 
Watkin & Watkin.

Philip Jamieson 
John Jaggleman 
Mrs. Davis ,

Priddle & M c Arthur 
Thomas Cotterell. 
Michael Byrns. 
Robert Nicholl. 
James Braddock. 
William Jones.

Priddle A McArthur 
William Burton.

William Starkey. 
Priddle A McArthur

E. Vickery A Sons.

Thomas Cavey.

— Campbell.

William Starkey.

Randall’s sub
division, 

allotments 1 to 
12, subdivided 
by Mills A Pile.
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85
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88
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101
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102

103
104
105
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107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126

127
128

129
130
131
132
133

134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
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144
145
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148
149
150
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153
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Description of Property
State

of
Cultivation

Open scrub land ...
Road . . .
Open sciub, stone house ... 
Road
Open scrub land 
Canberra street . .
Open scrub land .
Sugar-house road 
Fenced paddock . .
Iron foundry ....
Mmter street 
Fenced paddock .
Fenced ..............
Town allotments ...............
Close-street ...
Fenced, brick house, wooden 
buildings, shed, and stables. 

Fenced, buck-house 
Fenced paddock, wooden build 

mgs
House and paddock .. 
Cook’s River . .. .

Market garden

Owners

— Campbell 

John Slocombe

— Campbell .

— Campbell . 

Blacket & Co .
3)

Blacket & Co
33

Thomas West 

Samuel Taylor 

Charles Woodley

Isaac Pecks . .

Parish or St. G-eorg-e

Lessees Occupiers
Remark*.

Market gardens Executors of late Wm Chinamen
Kedman.

Open scrub land .
Road . , 33 33 — Redman.

Yacant old brickworks, allot- Executors of late Wm — Redman ...
ment 44, Bridgewater Estate 

Allotment 43, „
Redman.

42, "
.. 41, „

33 3> 33 •••
3*

.. 40, „ ,, •

„ 39, „ 3 33 3 ...... .
Road ........ 33 33

Canterbury Road .
Allotment, scrub . . Bruce Nicholl .. .
Brick-cottage, and bush land 
Grass paddock .

Neil Sharkey . 
Barker & Co. ...

Neil Sharkey
Barker & Co.

Fenced, bu<h land ............ A A. Building Society .............................

Allotment 86 .. J Adams .
,, 87 ...

88 ................, . .. W. B Nesbitt .
„ 89 ........................... E Eiemenschneider
„ 90 .................... Allan and Bryant
„ 71 .. . Ben-jamm Bush ...
33 73 . ... . E Riemenschneider...
». 73 ... A McLaren ......
,, 74 R Ednnston...........

Eoad... . ..
Fenced, brick-cottage, allotment 

48
Margaret Brandt , Margaret Brandt

Fenced, allotment 49 .. . T Eedwood . .
Fenced, brick-cottage, allotment 

50
... ... Joseph G-. Andrews Joseph G-. Andrews

Allotment 51 . . ... Ann Gall ... Ann Gall .,, 52 . . J Thomas J Thomas
,, 29 .. , — Sullivan . — Sullixan ...
j, 30 .

Fenced, brick cottage, allotment
31.

Albert Shortiss
. . Robert Livingston Robeit Livingston

Allotment 32 .... Fred Davis ................... Fred Davis ...
Allotment 10 W Davis .

.. .

» ii W L Davis ...
12 . . .

„ 13 . .. Golden Park Estate
„ 14 .

Fenced, bush land ...
Beamish-street .............

Fredenck Beamish Fredenck Beamish
Fenced, bush land . .
Cleared land ... ...
Boad .. .

— Macpheison
A. A. Building Society

... — Macpherson
A. A Build Society

Fenced, scrub land . .
, busb land . ...

,, paddock ...
Private lane .. ..

E Boucher
Executors of late Wm 

Bedman.
Mrs. C A. Falstedt

33
Fenced .... Garden ”
Old vineyard fenced
Paddock, bush 33 JJ

3 3 33
>3

Road 3» 33 33
Paddock, bush .. . ...................... John Mooney John Mooney.

— Campbell. 

John Coleman

— Campbell.

— Campbell. 

Blacket & Co.
33

Blacket & Co. 
Chinamen 
Thomas West.

Stephen Barnett.

Charles Woodley.
33

Isaac Pecks

Bridgewater
Estate.

. Golden Park 
* Estate.

Campsie Park 
Estate.

Fitzroy Sub
division.

35—M HENRY BEANE,
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A.
[To Evidence of William Lovell Davis, Es^.]

Cantebbtjet Pabk Eace Club—Statement showing- the Beceitts deeived eeom the Entbancb Gates dttbing
THE LAST TWENTY MEETINGS.

Date.

28 June ........................
30 „ .......................

1 August ....................
1 September...............

16 October..................
27 „ .................
24 November...............
31 December................
19 January .................
16 February ............

. 2 March ....................
Or,

Amount.
Estimated 
number 

of people.

£ 8. d.
114 14 0 2,294
148 18 5 2,978
149 9 7 2,990
130 12 9 2,613
180 0 4 3,600
95 18 6 1,920

114 0 9 2,280
106 19 3 2,140
105 13 5 2,114
107 17 9 2,158

89 16 9 1,797
an average of 2,318 per meeting; at Is.

Date. Amount.
Estimated 
number 

of people.

£ s. d.
23 March ...................... 85 11 9 1,712
20 April .................. 126 6 0 2,526
18 May ......................... 110 18 0 2,218
29 July ......................... 117 6 0 2,346
14 August ..................... 73 9 6 1,470
25 September .............. 102 18 0 2,058

5 October...................... 84 18 6 1,698
7 „ ..................... 219 5 3 43,85

22 „ ...................... 53 8 6 1,068

46,365
each, return fare, say £2,500 per annum.

Saturday
Wednesday
Saturday
Wednesday
Saturday
Wednesday
Saturday
Wednesday
Saturday
Wednesday
Friday
Wednesday

Saturday
Monday
Wednesday
Saturday
Wednesday
Saturday
Tuesday
W ednesday

B.
[To Evidence of William Lovell Davis, Es([i\

Canteebtjby Pabk Eacing Fixtubes bob 1890.

...(Galloway, Pony, and Trotting Meeting)... 

...(Galloway, Pony, and Trotting Meeting)... 

... (Galioway, Pony, and Trotting Meeting) .. 

...(Galloway, Pony, and Trotting Meeting)... 

...(Galloway, Pony, and Trotting Meeting)... 

...(Galloway, Pony, and Trotting Meeting)

... )> 5J >’

(Galloway, Pony, and Trotting Meeting)... 

..(Galloway, Pony, and Trotting Meeting)...

..(Galloway, Pony, and Trotting Meeting)...

... 25 January 
. 29 „

... 15 February 

... 26 „

... 8 March
.. 9 April
.. 3 May 
.. 29 „
.. 5 July 
.. 16 „
.. 1 August
.. 27 „

. 17 September 
.. 4 October

. 6 .,

. 22 „
.. 1 November
.. 26 „
.. 29 „
.. 30 December 
.. 31 „

M. SEALE, Secretary.

[Four Plans.]

Sidney : Charles Potter, Government Printer.—1890.
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Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

MAEMCKYILLE TO BURWOOD ROAD 
RAILWAY BILL.

(MESSAGE No. 15.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 2 July, 1890.

By Deputation Jrom the Governor,
ALFRED STEPHEN, Message No. 15.

Lieutenant-Governor. .

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constitution Act, the 
Governor recommends, for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly, the expediency of making 
provision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to sanction the construction of a line of 
railway from Marrickville to the Burwood Road.

Government House,

Sydney, 2bth June, 1890.

[8fl. 365—
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Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

MARRICKVILLE TO BURWOOD ROAD RAILWAY BILL
(NO. 2.)

(MESSAGE NO. 61.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be 'printed, 6 November, 1890.

ALFRED STEPHEN,
Lieutenant- Governor.

Message No. 61.

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constitution Act, the 
G-overnor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of making pro
vision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to sanction the construction of a line of 
Railway from Marrickville to the Burwood Road.

Government Bouse,

Sydney, Qth November, 1890.
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1890. .

• NEW SOUTH WALES.

Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Public Works.

TOGETHER WITH

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE, APPENDICES, AND PLAN.

RELATING TO THE

PROPOSED RAILWAY
FROM

MOLONG TO PARSES AND FORBES.

fresentea to Parliament in accortiance foitij tije probtstons of tljc puiiiic JSSorfis Set,
51 Fie. #o. 37, section 8.

SYDNEY : CHARLES POTTER, GOVERNMENT PRINTER.

[7s.]
31—A 1890.



608



3

MEMBERS OE THE COMMITTEE.
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The Honorable Andrew Garran.
The Honorable Frederick Thomas Humphery. 
The Honorable William Joseph Trickett.
The Honorable George Henry Cox.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. • 
Joseph Palmer Abbott, Esquire, Chairman. 
Jacob Garrard, Esquire.
Henry Copeland, Esquire.
James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esquire.
William Springthorpe Dowel, Esquire. 
Edward William O’Sullivan, Esquire.
John Hurley, Esquire.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esquire.

MEMBERS OF THE SECTIONAL COMMITTEE. 
James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esquire, Chairman.
The Honorable George Henry Cox.
William Springthorpe Dowel, Esquire.
Charles Alfred Lee, Esquire.

GENERAL INDEX.
Report by the Committee.
Minutes of Evidence taken by the Committee.
Appendix to Evidence taken by the Committee.
Report by the Sectional Committee.
Minutes of Evidence taken by the Sectional Committee. 
Appendix to Evidence taken by the Sectional Committee. 
Plan.

LIST OE WITNESSES.
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Stanley Alexander, Esq., District Engineer.................................................................
Alexander Duff, Esq., District Traffic Superintendent, Railway Department...............................
Henry Deane, Esq., Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways.....................................................................
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Mr. Samuel Landauer, Storekeeper, Cudal .....................................................
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Mr. James Thomas Corbett, Teacher of Brolgan Public School .........................................
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Mr. John Leonard, Farmer and Contractor, Tichborne......................................................... .
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

7

RAILWAY FROM MOLONG TO PARKES AND FORBES.

REPORT.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, appointed during 
tlie first Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 
1888, 51 Yic. No. 37, and the Public Works Act Amendment Act of 1889,
52 Yic. No. 26, to whom was referred the duty of considering and reporting 
upon “ the expediency of constructing a line of Railway from Molong to Parkes 
and Forbes,” have, after due inquiry, resolved that it is expedient the proposed 
Railway should he constructed, and, in accordance with the provision of suh- 
section IY, of clause 13, of the Public Works Act, report their resolution to 
the Legislative Assembly —

1. The proposed railway is intended as an extension from the present terminus Description of 
of the branch line from Orange, at Molong, to Parkes and Forbes, a distance of 71thc Pr°Pose<i 
miles 52 chains. Surveys have been made of two routes between Molong and Parkes— railway' 
one via Flagstone Creek, and the other via Bumberry. The former, which is the route 
referred to the Committee, sweeps round the north end of the high land on which 
the town of Molong is situated, crosses Molong rivulet twice, and then goes in a 
south-westerly direction, on rising gradients, until it approaches Lord’s Gap, which 
it crosses at a point about 6 miles from Molong. Mandagery Creek is crossed 8|r 
miles further on. From near Lord’s Gap the gradients fall for 9 miles, and from 
Mandagery Creek they steadily rise again for about the same distance, at which point 
the line attains a height of about 2,000 feet. This height is maintained for 4 miles, 
and the line then descends almost continuously into Parkes. From Parkes to Forbes the 
line proceeds in a south-westerly direction over fairly level country, passing through 
the parishes of Parkes, Martin, Mumhidgle, and Forbes, county of AshbuTnham, and 
terminating in the town of Forbes. Up to a point about 22 miles from Parkes the two 
surveyed routes between Molong and Parkes are identical; they then diverge, the 
route via Bumberry being more northerly than the other.

2. The estimated total cost of the proposed railway is £430,100, or something Estimated 
more than £6,000 per mile; hut this, the Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways eost- 
states, can, to a certain extent, he reduced. The cost of the line as far as Parkes by
the Flagstone Creek route is set down at £329,700, or £6,444 per mile ; and this 
estimate, it is represented, can be reduced by £67 a mile, which would make the total 
cost to Parkes £306,000. For the length from Parkes to Forbes the estimate is 
£100,400, or £4,950 a mile; this can he reduced to £90,450, or £4,412 per mile. In 
each case the estimate of cost is exclusive of land and compensation.

3. The movement for affording railway accommodation to Forbes appears, History of the 
from an exhaustive precis published as an appendix, to have commenced as far back proposal.
as 1874,_ in May of which year a memorial was presented to the then Minister for 
Works in favour of a survey from Orange to Forbes. Nothing definite in that 
respect was done, however, until 1877, when a trial survey was commenced of a line 
from Orange towards Wilcannia and Menindie, passing within 7 miles 0f Forbes. 
Representations were then made that any railway intended to serve the country in 
the neighbourhood of the Lachlan River should go to Forbes, and, after various 
deputations to the -Minister for W orks, and petitions from different quarters, an

amount
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amount of £705,000, for a railway from Orange via Molong to Forbes, was placed, 
in 1881, on the Loan Estimates, and passed by 74 votes to 2. In 1884 the route 
from Borenore to Forbes, via Cudal, was urged by a deputation to the Minister for 
Works, and in the same year a motion was carried in the Assembly proposing the 
sum of £705,000 for the construction of a line from Orange to Molong via Borenore, 
and from Borenore to Forbes via Cudal. This appears to have been regarded as a 
rescission of the vote in 1881 for a line from Orange to Forbes via Molong. In 
1886 the plans of a line Borenore via Cudal to Forbes were approved in the Legis
lative Assembly, hut negatived in the Legislative Council. The following year the 
movement in favour of a line from Cowra to Forbes via Canowindra and Eugowra 
was started, and the advantages of a line from Young to Forbes and Dubho via 
Grenfell, first suggested in 1884, were also urged. Last year, 1889, the proposed 
line from Molong to Parkes and Forbes was referred for report to the Railway 
Commissioners, and subsequently by the Legislative Assembly to this Committee.

4. The Railway Commissioners have reported upon the portion of the pro
posed line from Molong to Parkes, and also upon the line as a whole. The length 
from Molong to Parkes, in itself, they do not recommend, except as the means of 
opening up an admittedly good agricultural district around and north of Parkes, as they 
consider that little revenue could he expected from local traffic between the two 
places ; hut taking the whole line, from Molong to Parkes and Forbes via Flagstone 
Creek, they regard it as “ an instance where the working expenses of the line will 
probably be covered by the traffic.” A comparison between the total annual cost, 
which is estimated at £26,055, and the estimate of traffic, which is set down at 
£11,264, shows a loss of £14,791; but the total annual cost includes interest on the 
cost of construction, amounting to £15,155, leaving the working expenses as £10,800, 
and this, compared with the traffic estimate, shows an annual profit above working 
expenses of £364.

5. Four routes or lines have been advocated in relation to the proposal to give 
railway communication to Forbes. One of these is that referred to the Committee, 
from Molong to Parkes and Forbes; another is from Borenore, via Cudal and 
Eugowra, to Forbes ; the third is from Cowra, via Canowindra, to Forbes ; and the 
fourth from Young, via Grenfell, to Forbes. Each of these has its supporters, and 
the relative merits of the different routes will be found clearly set forth in the 
evidence. Both the Committee, and a Sectional Committee who visited the districts 
affected by the proposal for the construction of the railway, have been careful to 
obtain, as far as possible, from whatever source it has been procurable, the fullest 
testimony upon the different branches of the subject, as well as upon the matter 
generally. Much of this testimony, it will be seen, supports one or other of the 
routes or lines, and disapproves of everything which is opposed to it.

6. The inquiry which has been held in respect to this proposed railway has been 
of a very comprehensive character. In the first instance, the Committee had. before 
them the Under Secretary for Public Works, who handed in certain documents, and 
made a statement necessary to enable them to acquire a general understanding of the 
proposal before them. His examination was followed by that of the District Engineer 
in the Department of the Engineer-in-Chief for Railways, who directed the survey 
of the portion of the line between Molong and Parkes; the District Traffic Superin
tendent of the Railway Department, upon whose report the Railway Commissioners 
based their calculations in reference to the traffic on the proposed railway between 
Molong and Parkes ; the Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways; and the surveyor 
who surveyed the routes from Orange to Molong and on to Parkes, and from Orange 
to Borenore and on to Forbes. These witnesses placed before the Committee, by 
their evidence, the principal points in relation to the proposed railway; and a 
Sectional Committee was then appointed to visit the districts concerned in the railway, 
and to take local evidence. The Sectional Committee examined 192 witnesses, 
taking evidence at Orange, Molong, Manildra, Bumberry, Parkes, Tichborne, Forbes, 
Eugowra, Murga, Cudal, and Cowra, and by this means obtained what appears to be 
a fair representation of the opinion of all parties interested in the railway.

7. The route from Borenore to Forbes via Cudal is advocated on the ground 
that it passes through country much more fertile than that met with on the route 
from Molong, that in the distance to Forbes it is 17 miles shorter than the route

from
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from Molong, and that it would serve a large population. The witnesses examined 
by the Sectional Committee at Orange were in favour of this route, as were also some 
of the witnesses at Torbes. At Cudal, so strongly did the witnesses support it that 
they declared their determination not to have anything to do with any other route.
On the other hand, it may he seen from the evidence of the Acting Engineer-in
Chief for Railways that the Cudal route is in parts very rough, two or three portions 
of it containing very heavy work, and the gradient in one portion being 1 in 40. 
Eurthermore, a deviation of the line from Molong to Parkes and Eorbes is proposed, 
which will bring the railway within 6 or 8 miles of Cudal, and in that manner 
enable the residents of the Cudal district to avail themselves of the facilities offered 
by the line for the conveyance of produce to market. The Sectional Committee 
carefully considered the evidence for and against this route, and they reported against ' 
it, for the following reasons :—“ Eirst, the steepness of its grades ; secondly, that it 
would not serve as large an area as either of the two routes [the Molong to Parkes: 
and Forbes and the Cowra to Eorbes routes] ; and thirdly, that its most thickly- 
populated portion, viz., Cudal, is already fairly served, and would by the proposed 
deviation, via Bocoble Gap, on the Molong to Parkes line, be brought within 6 or 8 
miles of a railway.” ,

8. The route from Cowra to Eorbes-has much to recommend it. A railway Cowra to . 
to. Eorbes from that town would pass through almost level country, capable of sus_ F^bes route, 
taining a large population. It would not be difficult to construct, and, taken alto- "
gether, it would not be expensive. Many of the residents of Eorbes advocate it, 
principally on the ground that it would give the district the advantage of the 
Melbourne as well as the Sydney market. It is supported also for the reason that it 
is the only line which would serve Canowindra, The Sectional Committee gave 
considerable attention to it, the subject being dealt with very fully in their report; 
and it. was duly considered by the Committee. In the view of the Sectional 
Committee there appeared to be so much evidence in its favour that some doubt 
existed in their minds as to the relative merits of a line by this route and that by the 
route from Molong via Parkes. The reasons in support of the Molong to Parkes and 
Eorbes route are, however, of greater weight than those which favour the Cowra 
proposal, and both the Sectional Committee and the Committee came to this con
clusion after a due consideration of all the evidence. The proposal to construct a 
line of railway from Cowra to Eorbes is, moreover, not unlikely to be carried into 
effect in the near future, in addition to the railway which it is proposed shall go to 
Eorbes from Molong. The Under Secretary for Public Works, when under exami
nation, informed the Committee that he had authority to state that it was the 
intention of the Minister for Works to bring under the notice of the Cabinet the 
desirableness of connecting Eorbes with either Young or Cowra, as well as of con
structing a line from Parkes to Dubbo, and from Dubbo to Werris Creek ; and this 
authorized statement has gone far to influence some members of the Committee in 
deciding that at present the preference in the question of routes to Eorbes should be 
given to that referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly.
. 9. The route from Young to Eorbes would be of advantage to Grenfell, and by Boute from
it the line could be extended to Parkes and Dubbo. Evidence in favour of this route Joubng t0 
was given by representatives of Grenfell before the Sectional Committee at Eorbes. ’

.10. Starting from Molong the proposed railway would not benefit Grenfell Or The route 
Canowindra, but it would, more than any other of the suggested routes, be generally to'partes'and 
beneficial, serving the largest population and opening up extensive tracts of good land. Forbes.es a 
Along this route there is some rocky country after leaving Molong, but the land imme
diately surrounding these inferior patches is very good, and it extends for a considerable 
distance. In every direction the Sectional Committee found settlement of a satis
factory description, the farms and other fenced holdings being in many places con
tinuous for miles. Between Molong and Manildra they saw for a distance of 6 
miles an unbroken succession of farms, averaging in area about 200 acres, and generally 
there appeared to be a large and important farming population settled in the district. '
From Manildra to the neighbourhood of Bumberry other farms in a similar continuous 
succession are situated. Near Bumberry the good land becomes in extent narrower, 
in consequence of the vicinity, of the Dungeon Range, and about this range the 
country looks very poor; but immediately the range is crossed, land of the best 
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description, and in every way suitable for agriculture, is met witb, and tliis con
tinues to Parkes. Around Parkes there is a large amount of settlement, and it 
shows unmistakable signs of increase. Especially is this the case to the north and 
north-west of the town. In whatever direction the Sectional Committee went about 
Parkes and its neighbourhood they found the land had been taken up and cultivated. 
Between Parkes and Eorbes there is very little settlement, but there is very good 
country, the explanation of the absence of settlement being that most of the land in 
this locality is a gold-field reserve. Were this reserve thrown open for settlement, 
there would, without doubt, be a line of farms from Parkes to Eorbes. At Eorbes 
there is not much cultivation, but a large quantity of wool is produced in the district.

11. The prospects relating to traffic on the proposed line appear to the Com
mittee to be very good. The Railway Commissioners represent in the estimates 
contained in their report that the railway will pay working expenses ; but there is 
reason to believe it will do more than this. An examination of the evidence and of 
the Sectional Committee’s report will show that the amount of production in the 
districts which the railway will serve is, at the present time, very large, and, with 
railway facilities, this must greatly increase. A satisfactory traffic seems probable 
immediately the line is constructed, and in the near future the railway should pay.

12. After carefully considering all the circumstances connected with the 
inquiry, the Committee have arrived at the conclusion that the line as proposed, 
from Molong to Parkes and Eorbes, should be carried out. The Sectional Committee 
recommend it for the reasons, chiefly, that “ Parkes is at the present time a most 
flourishing and largely increasing town; that at Trundle, to the north-west of 
Parkes, about 90,000 acres, and at Kadina, direct north of the town, from 70,000 to
80,000 acres of land have very recently been taken up in comparatively small 
selections, principally by Victorian farmers, for the nurposes of agriculture; and 
that in the event of it being found desirable to extend the line to the Darling River, 
to the south-west, the extension could be made with equal advantage from Parkes 
or Eorbes.” A majority of the Committee take a similar view, and are generally in 
favour of the proposed line because it will meet the requirements of a much larger 
number of people than would be served by a line taken along any one of the other 
routes, and open for settlement a very extensive area of country which only requires 
to be taken up and cultivated in order to make it profitable both to the holders 
and to the railway. The route from Cowra to Eorbes impresses the Committee, 
as it did the Sectional Committee, as one that would probably prove very 
beneficial, and is worth constructing, but it may be dismissed from further 
consideration in this Report for the reason already mentioned, and to be found 
in the statement made to the Committee, at the opening of their inquiry, by the 
Under Secretary for Public Works. The route from Borenore to Cudal, and 
thence by way of Eugowra to Eorbes, has. the advantage of representing a line 
which, if carried on from Eorbes to the Darling, would be shorter than an extension 
of the line commencing at Molong, but it has the great disadvantage of a grade of 1 in 
40, and it would not serve Parkes. If the more thickly-populated districts between 
Orange, Borenore, or Molong, and Eorbes are to be accommodated, and the trade of 
those districts, as at present available, secured, the Committee are of opinion that the 
.line from Molong to Parkes, and thence to Eorbes, is the right one to construct. 
The Committee took the evidence and the Sectional Committee’s report into 
consideration on the 13th and 14th instant, and by a majority of 10 to 2 adopted 
the following resolution :—

. “That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is expedient the proposed
Railway from Molong to Parkes and Eorbes, as referred to the Com
mittee by the Legislative Assembly, be carried out.”

The division upon the resolution was as follows :—■
Ayes, 10.

Mr. Abbott,
Mr. Lackey,
Dr. Garran,
Mr. Humphery,
Mr. Trickett,
Mr. Garrard,
Mr. Tonkin,
Mr. Dowel,
Mr. Hurley,
Mr. Lee.

Noes, 2.
Mr. Copeland, 
Mr. O’Sullivan.

Published
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Published with this Report are the Sectional Committee’s report; the 
Minutes of Evidence taken before the Committee and before the Sectional Com
mittee ; various appendices to the evidence, including a precis of the papers relating 
tp the subject of railway extension in the direction of Eorbes, submitted to the 
Committee by the Department of Public "Works, and the Railway Commissioners’ 
Report; and a plan showing the proposed line from Molong to Parkes and Eorbes, 
together with the routes of the lines from Borenore to Cudal and Eorbes, Cowra to 
Eorbes via Canowindra, and Young to Eorbes Grenfell, and the deviation on the 
Molong to Parkes line through the Bocoble Gap, which it is intended shall serve 
the interests of Cudal by bringing the railway within 6 or 8 miles of that locality, 
and 'which deviation the Committee recommend.

J. P. ABBOTT,
Chairman.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,
. Sydney, 21 May, 1890.

PARLIAMENTARY
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
WORKS.

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE.

RAILWAY FROM MOLONG TO PARKES AND FORBES.

W.EDNESDAT, 22 JANUARY, 1890.
3pri0£iti:— .

JOSEPH PALMER ABBOTT, Esq. (Chairman).
The Hon. John* Lackey.
The Hon. Andrew Oarrax. •
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon.- George Henry Cox.

Charles Alebed

Jacob Garrard, Esq.
Henry Copeland, Esq.
James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq. 
Edward William O’Sulliyan, Esq. 
John Hurley, Esq.

Lee, Esq.

The Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Railway from Molong to Parkes and Forbes.

Joseph Barling, Esq., Under Secretary for Public Works, sworn, and examined:—
1. M.r. Lackey^ This project has been under the consideration of the Government for a long time ? Yes.
2. There were different projects at first ? Yes, a number of them; but this was considered to be the 
most feasible.
3. Is the proposed route of the line shown on the plan ? I believe it is ; but I can describe it. I will put in 
the papers relating to it. I will hand in the report of the Railway Commisioners on the proposed line from 
Molong to Parkes and Forbes, the length of which is 71 miles 52 chains [See Appendix A\. I also hand in 
the official description of the line [See Appendix B~\. I may perhapsbe permitted to draw attention to. the 
words in which theSecretary for PublicWorks moved the resolution inParliament referringthe projectto the 
Committee. He said : “ I may state that theiengthof thelinefrom Molong to Parkes is Similes 12 chains, and 
thatof the railwayfrom Parkes to Forbes 20 miles 30 chains, giving atotal length of'71 miles 52 chains : lion, 
members are aware that for a long time two rival routes have been advocated regarding this particular district 
—one from Borenore through Cudal to Forbes, and another from Orange ; but I can only say this—thatafter 
a very careful investigation of all the merits of these two routes it was decided by the Government, as a whole, 
to recommend this particular line which lamnowlaying before the House—from Molongto ParkesandForbes.” 
The Minister is fully aware that there rare a great many reasons to be urged in favour of other 
routes, but after taking into account the whole of the circumstances he has come to the conclusion 
that this is the best one to recommend to Parliament. I think there are two main reasons which induced 
him to select this route. The first is that by adopting this line from Molong to Parkes and Forbes, as 
against the proposed line from Borenore to Cudal and Forbes, we shall have something like 11 miles of 
railway less to make. The Minister is also keenly alive to the fact that if the route from Borenore 
via Cudal to Forbes is selected, we shall have a short fork running from Borenore to Molong, which 
would simply go nowhere. By the adoption of the route now before the Committee we shall utilise the 
whole of the extension from Orange to Molong.
4. Dr. Garran^] Do you mean that if this line is adopted there will be 11 miles less of railway to make 
or that the distance from Sydney to Parkes will be 11 miles less ? There will be 11 miles less to make

'to reach Forbes and Parkes. I am authorised to state that it is the intention of the Minister to bring 
under the notice of the Cabinet, the desirableness of connecting Forbes with either Young or Cowra. 
The Minister wished me to put his views before you because it might influence you in dealing with this 
particular line. He says it is his intention to bring under the attention of the Cabinet, a proposal to 
extend the railway from Forbes to either Young or Cowra, from a point not yet decided upon; also, that 
he intends to propose to the Cabinet the construction of a line from Parkes to Dubbo and from Dubbo 
to Werris Creek. This will give.an independent line from Queensland without coming to Sydney. I 
have not the figures to show* the actual distances. .
5. The line from Forbes to Parkes wmuld forma portion of that extension ? Yes. The Minister promised 
in Parliament that he would lay before the Committee any papers that they wish to have about the 
other routes. Of course, he very carefully guarded himself against the supposition that he was submitting 
rival routes to the Committee. So far as any evidence might be considered as favoring another route the 
Minister would view it simply as negative evidence in regard to the route before the Committee. I 
shall place before the Committee as they go on any papers that they ivant in regard to the other routes. 
I have also to hand in a report by Mr. Thompson, our land valuer, who went over .the. route. His 
report is a very voluminous one. Mr. Thompson, also went- over the'Cudal' route,'qnd if the Committee

* wish it I will put in the papers in'copuectjon with that too, ' • ■' A ' . ■ . ■

J. Barling, 
Esq.

22 Jan., 1890.
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J. Barling, 0. Mr. Lachey.'] Speaking of the extension from Molong to Borenore, you said that it went to nowhere;
E9CL- you are cognisant of the fact that when that railway was constructed it was part of a, proposed through 

line from the Western line on to Wilcannia, and that it was constructed in conformity with a resolution 
22 Jan., 1890. o£ pari;ament ? YeS; the vote was taken in 1881 for a line from Orange to Forbes., via Molong, 83 miles, 

£705,000, also a vote for an extension to Wilcannia ; but in the Loan Estimates of 1884 it was, Orange 
to Molong, via Borenore, 21 miles, and Borenore to Eorbes, via Cudal, 60 miles—£705,000. Under clause 
7 of the Act of 1884, the appropriation made by Public Works Loan Act of 1881, for a railway from Orange 
to near Eorbes, via Molong,—83 miles—is cancelled, the route as above being substituted therefor. Plans, 
&c., of the line from Borenore to Eorbes, via Cudal, were approved by the Legislative Assembly on the 
9th September, 1886, and disapproved by the Legislative Council on the 8th October, 1886.
7, Mr. Lee.'] Is it to be a single or a double line of railway P A single-line of rails.

2 PAELIAHENTAEY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOKKS.

Stanley Alexander, Esq., district engineer, sworn, and examined:—
S. Alexander, 8. Mr. Lackey ] You are District Engineer in the Department of the Engineer-in-Chief for Railways? Yes. 

Esq. 9. -was the route of the proposed railway from Molong to Eorbes and Parkes surveyed under your 
^ directions ? It was from Molong to Parkes.

22 Jan., 1890. £q Only to Parkes ? Yes.
11. Had the line to Eorbes been surveyed previously ? Yes.
12. And you took up that survey ? I have not seen it from Parkes to Eorbes. .
13. Have you seen the other r Yes, from Molong to Parkes ; I have been all over it. .
14. Do you regard it as a difficult country in which to construct a railway ? . It is a mountainous country, 
and it is easy for a mountainous country. There is no particular difficulty in it.
15* Xs there much cultivation there ? On. the first length it is all cultivated as far as jMeranburn; that
is the beginning of Croker’s Range. oxr
16. To which part of Meranburn do you refer ; do you mean near the Post Office and the store P i es.
17. There is cultivation considerably beyond that I think—there is one of the bends of the Lachlan along 
there ? 'There is the Manildra Creek ? Yes, there is cultivation, then the mountains are entered, and 
the next cultivation is about Bumberry, on one side of the range, and on the level ground running into 
Parkes on the other side.
18. At Bindogandra ? Yes, at Bindogandra Elats and Bumberry.
19. Is the range very difficult to get over ? Ho. _
20. The gradients are not very steep ? They are between 1 in 50 and 1 in 60.
21. Is there much timber there ? The ranges are all covered with ironbark.
22. With, good iroub&rk ? T^o, not very good. X think that all the piles, all the sleepers, and, in fact, all
the short squared timber will be got there, but not the long squared timber.
23. Is there much of it ? Yes, any quantity of it. _ .....
24. Are there many water-courses to cross ? Mandagery is the biggest river, but it is nothing very
formidable. It would take about 100 feet of water-way. ■
25. Is it a high running stream ? Yes, we cross it close to the ranges.
26. Did you have anything to do with the surveying of the line from Borenore to Eorbes ? No.
27. Have you been advised, from a political point of view, that the line between Parkes and Eorbes is 
supposed to form part of a projected cross line from Dubbo to Grenfell, Young, or any of those places ? 
I just know the fact, nothing more.
28. In the survey that you have made do you think you have selected tne most desirable route i About
the first 12 miles up I propose to deviate from the surveyed line so as to pass through an easier gap
through the Pine Range just below Molong. A surveyor is out now making that survey. The new_ sur
vey will pass through Bocoble Gap, and the old survey is through Lord’s Gap. The deviation will give a
much easier line. , _ i
29. Dr. Garran.] Have you been over all these rival routes? No, only between Molong and Parkes..
3o! 'What is the character of that country? As soon as you pass through Bocoble Gap you get into 
cultivated land which continues right up to Meranburn and Manildra.. .
31. How many miles ? 17 miles. It is all good land for a distance of 17 miles from Molong. We then
get into Croker’s Range.
32. What is the character of the country ? It is sandstone, with granite here and there.
33. Is it poor country ? No, it is not poor country. All the base of the hills is very good wheat country.
The sandstone there is older than the Sydney sandstone ; there is very good country on the top of the 
range ; between the ranges and Parkes it is all very light red sand soil. ..... .,
34. Is it under cultivation ? The greater part of it is. It would be all under cultivation if it would pay 
to cultivate it.
35. Do you call it an easy line from Molong to Parkes ? It is easy for a hilly country ; the same as you see
on the Crookwell line ; no very deep cuttings or bad rivers. ,
36. Constant undulations and curves ? Yes, it is Croker’s Range that constitutes the whole, difficulty.
37. What is the gradient ? Erom 1 in 50 to 1 in 60. I think that a gradient of 1 in 60 might be got.
38. Did you make the estimate of £433,000 which has been put before us ? Yes.
39. The part from Parkes to Eorbes is comparatively level? Yes.
40. And that is the chief part of the line ? Yes. . ....
41. What do you reckon the cost of that per mile to be by itself ? I do not know what I estimated it at.
42. The amount is £4,950 per mile. Do you agree with that ? That is my estimate, but I have not
seen the ground. _
43. In round numbers it is £5,000 a mile for a very light line ? Yes.
44. When you speak of a light line, what weight of rails do you propose ? 60 lb.
45. Do you add fencing ? Yes. ,
46. Andinthat part of the line, you would require very heavy earthworks? No; as I recollect the section,
it is a light one. _
47. And no rivers or creeks to cross ? Yes, creeks, but no rivers. _
48. No flooded lands ? Yes, 4 miles of flooded land. That is what makes that estimate so high. It is
flooded from the north of Eorbes to Strickland’s Reef, , 49.
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,49. Do you require to cross that on piles ? Hot tlie whole of it, but we must make ample provision for S. Alexander, 
the water. ‘ Esq.
50. What is your estimate of the cost of the line per mile from Molong to Dorbes ? Before I inspected
the line I estimated it at £6,444 a mile. After discussing the matter with Mr. Deane this morning, I have 2» , n'? i 
come to the conclusion that the cost might he reduced to £6,000 a mile.
51. What did you cut out to make that reduction? We did not go into details. It is principally in 
stations that we should make the reductions, and in the class of fencing to he used.
52. No cheapening of the permanent-way ? No. -
53. Nor in the bridges ? No.
54. To the best of your knowledge the railway could be made at that cost? Tes.
55. It seems a high price for a light lino ? Well, it is a mountain line.
56. What is the difference between the length of the line between its two points and the length of a 
straight line between those points; I suppose we might add one-quarter to it from Molong to Parkes, 
in consequence of the hilly nature of the country ? I should think it would be more likely one-third 
more.
57. But that is only a rough statement ? Tes.
58. You do not know the line at all from Orange to Forbes ? No.
59. Do you know the line from Cowra to Forbes ? I do not.
60. Is there anyone in the office who could give us information about that line—it has been surveyed?
Tes; but I do not know who surveyed it. I can ascertain, and inform Mr. Lyne. One thing I should 
like to point out. The Flagstone Creek was the line which was suggested for construction ; but since my 
inspection of the routes I am inclined to think—it is my own opinion entirely—that the route to adopt, 
both' for revenue purposes and the development of the country, as well as from an engineering point of 
view, is the Bumberry route.
61. But the one put before us is the Flagstone Creek route ? Tes.
62. And you are inclined to give preference to the other ? I am. I think the Bumberry route, though 
longer than the other, would be cheaper per mile.
63. Will you tell us why you favour it ? I think it goes through better country. There is a very large 
extent of cultivated country to the north of the junction of the Flagstone Creek and the Bumberry 
routes.
64. But if the traffic comes to the junction, will it not be common to both lines ? The Flagstone Creek 
line is cut off from the good country to the north.
65. What station would that come near on the Bumberry route ? A station at the junction between the 
Dungeon and the Croker Banges.
66. And between that and the other line there is a route, is there ? The Bumberry route is on the top of 
a range ; the Flagstone Creek route is about half a mile away, and several hundred feet lower. The 
■whole of that country along the Billabong Creek would be favoured by the Bumberry route.
6/. For engineering reasons, which route is the best ? I think the Bumberry route. The Flagstone 
Creek line is on the range the whole way up to the 252 miles, whereas the Bumberry line may be said to 
be on the ranges only up to the 249 miles.
68. On the plan there is a cross line from the Flagstone Creek route down towards Parkes,—is that,
surveyed ? Tes. '
69. What do you call that cross-piece ? That was intended as a sort of half-way line between Parkes 
and Forbes, on towards Condobolin.
70. Is that on easy country ? I think it is level country from where it branches off from the Flagstone
Creek line. ■
71. Do you descend.much between Molong and Parkes? 700 feet.
72. Would there be any material difference between the levels of Forbes and Parkes, both being in the 
Lachlan Talley ? The water is all running from Parkes towards Forbes. I do not think that the 
difference is more than 100 feet or 200 feet.
73. Can you tell us who can give us information about the line from Borenore to Forbes ? No, I do not
know. '
74. Mr. O Sullivan.'\ Tou say you think that the Bumberry route is the best, but how can you arrive at 
that decision if you are not acquainted with the other proposals? I was speaking of the Flagstone Creek 
and the Bumberry routes only. I have not compared the others.
75. Mr. Zee.] What are the routes of these lines ? The Bumberry route leaves Flagstone Creek at 
Porcupine G-ap, crosses the Dungeon Range where that range meets the Croker Range, then descends into 
Bindogandri Flats, passes through Bindogandri, and goes direct to Parkes.
76. I understand that the other goes from Flagstone Creek to Parkes, and thence to Forbes ? Tes.
77. Mr. Tonkin.'] In leaving Molong, have you much trouble in getting out through the limestone 
ridges ? Is o ; a new line has been laid out up a creek called Mossy Hollow. It goes round the north 
end of the town ; it does not cut across the limestone ridges.
78. Is the country through which the line goes of a much rougher description than the countrv from 
Goulburn to Crookwell ? Tes.
79. Is it a more expensive class of country to construct a line over ? Some parts of it are, but then there 
are long stretches of flats easy ground, which keeps down the general average of expense.
80. Do you know that the estimate for this line is much over the estimate for the G-oulburn to Crook
well line ? The G-oulburn to Crookwell, I think, averages about £6,000 a mile.
81. On that line there is no timber whatever for sleepers, but on the line now before us there is plentv
of timber, should not that make a material difference ? The estimate has not been got out in full 
detail since my inspection of the route. The first 12 miles are now being resurveved and when the 
surveyor returns it will have to be re-estimated. We can make no better estimate than £6,000 a mile at 
present. . The Bumberry route I put down at £5,700 a mile. •
82. How many miles longer than the Flagstone Creek route will that line be ? 3 miles.
83. That would be £7,100 over on account of the extra length, but it would reduce the cost of the total 
length by £300 a mile ? Tes.
84. Does the line from Molong to Parkes go near the mail-coach road ? Tes, with this deviation. It
leaves the coach road close to Molong and does not reach it again until it gets to Manildra. It meets it 
now and then, and crosses it now and then. 85

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—BAILWAY EEOM MOLONG TO PAEKES AND FOBBES. 3
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S. Alexander, 85. Wliat is the average distance from the surveyed route to the coach road:' It is 2 miles away at the 
Esq- greatest distance.

' 86. Tou say it is nearly all agricultural land from Molong to Parkes ? All except on Croker s Range. 
22 Jan., 1890. How much of that w0U]d jJ0 unfit for agriculture ? 20 miles of it, or excepting the patches of good

land, say 15 miles.
88. Is there any mineral country there ? To.
89. What is the range composed of ? Sandstone, highly altered. _ _
90. A barren sandstone range ? I do not think there is anything on it, except in patches.
91. Have you had any chance to form an estimate of the population on the route of the line ? No. ^
92. Did you form any idea from what you saw as to whether the line would pay if run that way ? Ir I 
gave an opinion it would be based on such insufficient evidence that it could only be misleading.
93. Tou have never seen any of the other routes ? I have not. _
91. Dr. Grarran?\ Do you know whether the Molong branch is paying ? I do not.

The Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon.

THURSDAY, 23 JANUARY, 1890.
present-.—

JOSEPH PALMER ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaieman).
John Lackey.
Andrew Gaeean.
Eredeeick Thomas Humphery.
William Joseph Trickett.
George Henry Cox. ,

Charles Alfred Lee,

Jacob Garrard, Esq.
Henry Copeland, Esq.
James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq. 
Edward William O’Sullivan, Esq. 
John Hurley, Esq.
Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed railway from Molong to Parkes and Forbes.

Alexander Duff, Esq., District Traffic Superintendent, Railway Department, sworn, and examined:—
A. Duff, Esq. 95. Mr. Garrard.] What is your position ? District Traffic Superintendent. _

96. Are you the officer on whose report the Commissioners base their calculations in reference to the 
23 Jan., 1890. traffic on the proposed railway from Molong to Parkes ? I understand so.

97. Have you seen the report of the Commissioners ? Tes, I have it here. _
98. Did you send any detailed report to the Commissioners on which theirs is based ? I sent in a 
report based on the information which I received from local residents.
99. Have you a copy of that report ? I have not.
100. Did you not keep a copy ? There is a tissue copy at Wellington.
101. Would it be possible for the Committee to obtain a copy of it ? Tes. _
102. Did you travel over the whole route of the proposed railway, or did you go by the road when making 
your inquiries ? I took the main road.
103. But the proposed line deviates from the road at many points, does it not? Not to any great
extent. . _
104i. What is the nature of the country between Molong and Parkes? Commencing 4 miles out of 
Molong you have 16 miles of very good country; but from there until you reach Bumberry the country 
is unproductive from a railway point of view.
105. Because of there being no settlement ? There is no settlement; it is simply ironbark ranges. .
106. Then if it has been given in evidence here that in the opinion of some people the line should go via 
Bumberry, because it is better country there, that is a mistake ? I should imagine so.
107. Do you know that it is proposed to take a line via Bumberry ? Tes.
108. And a little further on there is to be the Flagstone Creek line, another deviation ? Tes. .
109. Do you think that the line submitted to the Committee is better than the other two deviations from 
Molong to Parkes ? I could not say. So far as production is concerned one is as good as the other.
110. Tou have given us as your opinion that the Bumberry district is not so good as the Flagstone Creek
district ? No, I have not said that. I say that commencing 4 miles out of Molong for 16 miles you pass 
there is good agricultural country. Then from that to Bumberry you pass through ironbark ranges, 
producing nothing but timber. _.
111. From Bumberry to Parkes? From there over the Dungeon ranges until you come within 10 miles 
of Parkes. The country is unproductive from a revenue-producing point of view.
112. The country is not nearly so good when you get 16 miles from Molong ? It is not nearly so good 
after you have passed the 20-mile boundary.
113. Tou would not offer an opinion as to which is the best of the three lines ? I think one is as good as 
another.
114. How did you obtain your information ? From local residents. I verified the information by testing
one man’s veracity by the statements of another. .
115. But it would" be to the interest of those whom you examined to give a glowing description of the 
country ? Tes, but I do not think that they overestimated it.
116. Did you come across anyone in your travels who was against the project ? I met with people who 
were perfectly indifferent about it—not any who were against the railway.
117. I only want to find out the value of their evidence. Is there a large amount of cultivation going on 
along the routs between Molong and Parkes ? A very considerable amount along that 16 miles of 
country.
118. What is the nature of it ? Principally wheat.
119. Where do the farmers find a market? At Molong and in the western country—at Orange. .
120. Do you estimate that any of the traffic from that district will be carried over the trunk line to the 
metropolis or that it will go westward ? It is more than probable that it would go west. Of course much 
would depend on the seasons.
121. Have you taken into consideration the extent to Which the trunk line will be benefited by the traffic 
from the proposed line ? We carry the whole of the traffic now over the trunk line. The estimate is

' only for the proposed line. I doubt whether the new line will make any great difference to the trunk line.
122.
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122. If the railway is constructed, will it not lead to a greater area being put under cultivation in those -A.. Duff, Esq.
districts ? As a natural consequence, yes. . t—
123. ■Would not that bring more traffic on to the trunk line and make it pay better ? It would depend ^an-i 1890. 
altogether on circumstances. It is probable that they might find—I believe do find—a market for the
whole of their produce west of Parkes.
124. Well, it amounted to the same thing—whatever' increase there is in the traffic on the existing lines 
will make them more remunerative ? Yes.
125. Do you not think that some consideration ought to be given to the branch line that brings that 
remunerative traffic ? I believe it has always been taken into consideration.
126. You have not allowed for it ? The Commissioners may have allowed a certain percentage.
127. I understand that you have their report before vou ? Yes.
128. Does it tally with your report ? I cannot say. I do not know the basis on which they have made
their calculations. ■
129. Do you know whether the Commissioners have made an estimate of £4,000 the same as yours ? I 
did not make an estimate. I merely stated the probable traffic. They would take a certain percentage 
as likely to travel.
130. You only gathered the statistics as to population and production ? Yes. I made no reference to 
revenue. I merely showed the producing power of the country which the line will have to traverse.
131. Then you are not in a position to check this statement? No, by no means.
132. How long have you been employed in the Department r I have been ten years in the service.
133. How long have you occupied your present position ? Nearly three years.
134. Have you had opportunities before of reporting upon proposed railways ? Yes. I have obtained 
returns respecting them.
135. Have your returns been borne out ? More than borne out—tested and found correct.
136. If anything, you under-estimated ? Yes.
137. And you have adopted the same course in reference to this line? Yes.
138. And you have every confidence that your report is strictly accurate ? I believe it to be approxi
mately correct. ■
139. You do not know whether this would be likely to be a paying line in our time ? I do not.
140. What line have you ever reported on before ? The Nyngan to Cobar line.
141. But not any lines which have since been constructed? No.
142. Do y°u know of any branch line paying well now with which you can compare this as regards the
nature of the country? No; there is no branch Hue that would compare with it, except perhaps the 
Mudgee and the Orange to Molong lines. .
143. What about the Orange_to Molong line ? There is a fair traffic on it.
144. Is it paying ? It is paying working expenses.
145. Not the interest on the capital? 1 do not suppose that it is paying that.
146. Do you think that this proposed line will pay the working expenses and the interest on the capital ?
1 do not believe so.
14/.^ How long do you think it would be before we might expect the line to pay working expenses and 
the interest on the capital? It would depend on whether it was intended as a main trunk towards 
Condobolin and that way.
148. I want you to look at it as it is from Molong to Parkes and Borbes ? I do not think you could 
increase settlement within that 16 miles of good country, and which commences 4 miles from Molong. It 
is all taken up and settled.
149. _Dr. Garran^ And the traffic goes to Molong at present? Yes, and the greater part of it will
continue to go there. v
150. Even if the railway is made ? Yes.
151. Mr. Garrard.~\ By rail, of course ? Not the whole of it. There are a great number of farms in the 
(Iregra country.
lo2. Nearer to Molong by road than by rail? It would not be nearer; but the main road would 
join the proposed line within 2 miles of Molong. .
.153. If only going to Molong with their produce it will not pay them to put it on the railway ? No.
154. But if the produce was going beyond there it would be sent by the railway ? Yes.
155. You do not expect any increase of the produce of the land‘in the first 16 miles from Molono- in 
consequence of the construction of the line ? They are increasing the yield year by year.
156. What is the nature of the country between Parkes and Eorbes? It is simply" squatting country; 
notmng on it at present. I have no doubt that in the course of time it will produce to a certain extent.
157. Do you think it is not capable of being converted into an agricultural area? It may be in time •
it is level country, and parts of it are under cultivation. ’
lo8. Then your evidence would lead us to believe that there is no probability of the line payin" for 
some time to come ? No ; it is on the outside boundary of settlement. ? J *
159. Do you know anything of any of the other routes by which it is proposed to reach Eorbes 9 I 
reported on both the Borenore and the Molong routes.
160. Do you estimate that the traffic on the Borenore line will be greater than that on the line under 
consideration ? Most decidedly.
161. Do you think that that line would pay almost as soon as it was constructed ? It would pay 
much better than the proposed line from Molong to Eorbes via Parkes.
■V®"’ I? t°wn of Parkes increasing in size ? Yes ; I should not be surprised if in time it should out
strip Eorbes.
163. What is the cause of its progress? There is extensive settlement at Parkes, but Eorbes is 
surrounded principally with grazing-country. Land is more locked up around Eorbes than at Parkes.
164. is there any mining industry near Parkes ? Yes.
i tS ^ developed largely ? Yes; there is a considerable amount of mining going on there.
166. Is it true that there have been fluctuations ? I have no doubt about that.
167. Then, looking at the relative value of Eorbes and Parkes, would it pay to make a line to Eorbes 

against a Ime to Parkes. I do not know that Parkes and Porbes should be taken wholly into con
sideration. I should take the producing power of the country through which the railway would run.
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A. Buff, Esq. 168. Which line would pass through the best country, one from Orange to Forbes via ParKes, or one 
from Orange to Forbes via Cudal ? The one from Orange via Borenore and Cudal.

23 Jan., 1890. pQg_ You have no doubt about that ? Not the slightest doubt of it. _
170. Judging of it as a railway-man, you would extend the line via Borenore ? I would extend it 
according to the revenue-producing power of the country through which it would pass.
171. Which way do the wool-teams come from the grazing-country ? Some one way and some another. 
They bring both wool and copper from the far country beyond Parkes and Forbes.
172. Taking Forbes as a centre to which the productions of the grazing-country gravitate, and then go on 
to the main line, which way does the traffic go ? It depends a great deal on the back-loading that the 
teamsters are likely to get. In certain seasons they are bound to come along the river for water. They 
can come round by Parkes to Molong, provided they can get back-loading. If back-loading can be secured 
at Borenore they go there.
173. Do you knowr anything of the proposed line from Cowra to Forbes ? I have not been over that
country. _
174. Do you know if there is much business done at Cowra and Dubbo ? Yes, a considerable amount.
175. Is there more traffic at Cowra than at any other point between Blayney and Murrumburrah ? No ; 
Young and Cowra are almost equal.
176. What is the nature of the country on the Parkes-Forbes line, as against the Borenore-Cudal 
line ;—which is the easier route ? They are pretty well equal. The country about Toogong is very 
hilly.
177. Do you know anything of the difficulties which the survey parties had near Toogong ? I understand 
that they had a difficulty in getting round there, but I believe they surmounted it.

6 PAELIAMEKTAUY STAETDIITO COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEKS.

Henry Deane, Esq., Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Eailways, sworn, and examined :—
H. Beane, 178. Dr. Garran.'] What are you ? Acting Engineer-in-Chief.

Esq. 179. Have you been over this line from Molong to Parkes and Forbes ? I have not. 
r ] go. On what engineer do you principally rely for information P Mr. Alexander has been over this route.

23 Jan., 1890. pgq_ Have you been over the line from Orange to Cudal and Forbes ? Yes.
182. Have you been over the line from Cowra to Forbes ? No.
183. Then you are only acquainted personally with one of the three competing routes ? With only one,— 
the line which was permanently staked some years ago.
184. Who surveyed the route between Cowra and Forbes ? I believe Mr. Gumming did.
185. Is he still in the service P Yes.
186. Who surveyed the line from Orange to Cudal and Forbes ? The permanent staking was done at the 
Orange end by Mr. Sharkey and at the Forbes end by Mr. Geissow.
187. Was Mr. Sharkey engaged on either of the other two lines ? I believe not.
188. Can you tell me the distance between Bathurst and Forbes by the Molong route? The distance 
from Sydney to Forbes by the Molong route is 285 miles.
189. What is the distance from Sydney to Orange and Cudal? 268 miles.
190. And from Sydney through Cowra to Forbes ? 283 miles.
191. Then the shortest route will be that through Orange and Cudal ? Yes.
192. What is the maximum elevation going by Molong from Sydney ? The highest elevation would be on 
the mountains.
193. Between Bathurst and Forbes, by the Molong route ? Milthorpe is 3,138 ft. ; Huntley, 3,176 ft.
194. That point is common to the Molong route, and to the Cudal route, is it not ? Yes.
195. And by Cowra the greatest elevation would be Blayney ? Just at this side of Blayney, at Newbridge, 
2,877 ft.
196. There is an elevation of 97 ft. more by the Orange route than by the Cowra route ? Yes.
197. But the shortest distance is by Cudal ? Yes.
198. As to the length of the line to be constructed, which will require the most construction of the 
three to get to Forbes ? That requiring the least construction will, no doubt, be the line from Cowra to 
Forbes. "
199. What is the length of that line ? 64 miles.
200. And the length of the line from Orange through Cudal to Forbes ? 66|- miles.
201. And from Molong to Forbes via Parkes ? 71 miles.
202. That is by the Flagstone Creek route ? Yes.
203. And the distance by the Bumberry route ? About 2 miles further.
204. The two shorter lines would both leave Parkes out ? Yes.
205. But Parkes would be included in the route suggested yesterday by Mr. Barling from Forbes to 
Dubbo ? Yes.
206. Which do you consider the easiest line to construct ? I have not any reliable information about the 
Cowra to Forbes line. There is an estimate for that which is very similar per mile to the estimate of the 
Borenore to Forbes line. It would certainly be a lighter line.
207. It follows the valley of the Lachlan ? Not quite ; it goes through Canowindra.
208. It would have to cross several tributary streams ? Yes.
209. There would be some bridges on that line ? Yes.
210. No heavy cuttings ? Nothing heavy. It joins the Borenore to Forbes line at Eugowra.
211. How much of the route would be common to the two ? The line from Cowra to Forbes junctions 
with the line from Borenore to Forbes at Eugowra.
212. How far is Eugowra from Forbes ? About 23 miles.
213. What is the height of Cowra above the sea-level ? 987 feet.
214. Would there not be a slight fall between there and Forbes ? Yes.
215. No heavy ranges? Nothing remarkable.
216. Would it be a line of easy gradients ? Yes.
217. And comparatively cheap to make ? A portion from Eugowra to Forbes is easy, but there will be 
some amount of work elsewhere. It will not be an expensive line taken altogether.
218. Which of the other two lines will be the more difficult and costly to make ? The Cudal route in
part is very rough, and part of that route will be mere surface line. The estimate which I have is for 
£6,000 a mile, taking it all through. 219.
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219. That includes the easy part, Eugowra to Eorbes ? Tes, two or three portions of it contain very heavy H. Deane,
work. Es<l-
220. Principally from Orange, I suppose ? The descent from Borenore and two or three bad places.
221. How are the gradients on that line ? 1 in 40 on that descent. I could not say 'whether it would be 2 an‘’ ’
possible to cut out that grade.
222. As to the cost per mile, Cudal and Molong are about equal? Tes. '
223. And as to the cost of maintenance, would that be much the same? Very much tlie same. .
224. As to expense there is nothing to choose between them ? No. If the object is to get to Eorbes 
and you add the Parkes and Forbes to the Molong to Parkes, of course you get a larger total.
225. If you merely want to go to Parkes and then to the westward ? Taking the line from Borenore to 
Eorbes, as compared with the Molong to Parkes, the Borenore to Eorbes estimate appears, to be the 
higher one, but adding the line from Parkes to Eorbes to the Molong to Parkes, assuming that Forbes is 
the ultimate end of the line, it makes that line the more expensive of the two.
226. If we take Eorbes as the objective point, then it is more expensive to go by Molong? Tes.
227. If we take Parkes as the objective point it is cheaper to go by Molong ? Tes. . '
228. Can you give us the particular totals ? According to the estimate furnished the Flagstone Creek 
route would cost £329,700. That is equal to £6,444 per mile.’ The estimate can be reduced by £67 a 
mile, making it £306,000.
229. The line from Parkes to Eorbes would be how much a mile ? The total is £100,400. I find that 
that estimate can be reduced to £90,450, being £4,412 a mile.
230. Then there is the route from Borenore to Eorbes, via Cudal ? That is 661 miles at £6,000 a mile;
total £399,000; but I believe that £6,000 a mile is excessive. '
231. Then if we add the £306,000 to the Parkes to Eorbes line, £90,000, that will make £396,000 ? Tes.
232. Tou would still make the Cudal line slightly cheaper ? Tes ; I have no doubt that the Cudal line 
can be cheapened.
233. But it would leave out Parkes ? Tes.
234. But the Parkes and the Bumberry country would be accommodated with the line from Forbes to 
Dubbo ? Tes.
235. Suppose the line from Eorbes to Dubbo were made, what would be the greatest distance between 
that and the Molong line ? Thirty miles.
•236. Tou have traversed one of these routes ? Tes.
237. "What was the character of the country which you traversed as a traffic yielding country ? It is a 
very good wheat-growing country.
238. Where does the trade go now ? To Orange.
239. By road ? Tes.
240. Are the roads pretty good ? Tes, very fair.
241. Have the farmers much difficulty in getting their produce to market ? I believe not.
242. So far as your experience goes, what distance on either side of it is fairly served by a railway in an 
agricultural country ? I should say from 10 to 15 miles.
243. Do you find people taking up farms and settling within 20 miles of a railway station if there is a
fairly good road to the station ? Fes ; they take farms at greater distances than that. In the Toogong 
district they have been growing wheat for a number of years, and the distance from there to Orange is 
more than 20 miles. '
244. They have taken up the land knowing that they would have to carry their wheat more than 20 
miles? Tes.
245. At present does the wheat from the district you have been referring to go to Borenore ? It goes 
to Orange.
246. Is it carted all the way ? Tes.
247. Mr. O'Sullivan.'] There is one route of which you have not given the distance, that via Combing 
and Cargo? That is such an expensive one that I have not taken a note of it. The distance from 
Combing Creek to Eorbes is 83 miles.
248. In the event of Peak Hill becoming an established goldfield possibly there may be a considerable 
population there, and they may want a railway in the near future, would not that start from the end of the 
Molong line ? I should say that if the Dubbo to Parkes line is ever made it will be unnecessary to make 
another branch, or to extend the Molong branch.
249. Is it in contemplation to construct that line ? Tes; it has been under consideration—all these cross
country lines to Werris Creek, Dubbo &c.
250. In the event of that line not being carried out would not the end of the Molong line be a good point of 
departure for Peak Hill ? I think so. I do not know what the country is like.
251. Mr. Garrard.] In the event of the Werris Creek-Dubbo line being constructed, do not you think it 
would be better to take the line from Dubbo to Eorbes and Toung than to Cowra? Tes ; the line from 
Eorbes to Toung has been surveyed.
252. Dr. Garran.] What would be the distance to Sydney from Eorbes, via Toung and Murrumburrah ?
320 miles ; 268 by Borenore and Cudal.
253. The difficulties of running on the Western line are very much greater than the difficulties of running 
over the Southern trunk line, are they not ? The steepest gradients are the same on both lines.
254. But all the traffic coming to Sydney by the Western line has to come over the Blue Mountains ?
Tes.
255. The traffic from Eorbes, coming by the Southern line to the metropolis, would escape all that heavy
haulage ? The heights to be ascended would not be so great on the Southern line ; but there are heavier '
gradients on the Southern line against traffic coming to Sydney than there are an the Western line.
255f. But are they not limited, while on the Western line the heavy grades frequently occur? The 
steepest grades are about 2 miles on each line.
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The Committee further considered the proposed Bailway from Molong to Parkes and Eorbes.

John Charles M'Lachlan, Esq., solicitor, sworn, and examined :—
J. C. 256. Dr. Garran!] "Where do you reside now ? In Sydney now. _

M'Laehlan, 257. Have you resided in the west ? Tes ; for over twenty-seven years, until about a year ago.
Esq 258. At Orange ? At Orange, for about twenty-three years ; at Bathurst, for three or four years.

23Jan'~"l890 259. When did you leave Orange ? In January, 1889.
'' 260. Was the line to Molong open when you left ? Yes, for some time. ^ . .

261. Was that line carried out at the wish of the residents in Orange ? Not specially, I think. I think
the people were divided. Some were in favour of it, and some opposed to it. I think that the majority of 
the people there were opposed to it. .
262. At the time it was started there was a general feeling that that should be the route to Wilcannia,
was there not ‘i Not at that time—not when it was started ; that has been suggested since. _ _
263. Whither was the extension supposed to go ? I do not remember that there was any determination on
that point. There was simply a resolution to take the railway to Molong; hut beyond that I do not know
that any determination was arrived at. I presume that the Government records would show. I do not
remember any. _
264. Then it was under pressure from Molong people mainly ? I think so. . _
265. Without any ulterior portion definitely marked ? Apparently. I understand that there was an idea 

• of carrying it on to the Bogan to join the Great Western line, but that was merely the idea of some
people. I was informed, but not by Mr. Whitton, that Mr. Whitton was in favour of a line to the Bogan.
266. It was the original idea that the line from Dubbo to Orange should go to Molong ? Many thought 
it was a good route, as it would avoid a bridge at Wellington and at Dubbo, and serve Dubbo as well. _
267. Do you know' whether the traffic on the branch to Molong has been such as to justify the construction 
of that line ? I do not know, but I think not.
268. That branch having been constructed, the question now arises whether Parkes and Eorbes wmuld be
better reached through Molong or from Orange by way of Cudal, or, as some others think, from Cow7ra; 
—is that not so ? Tes. _ _ _
269. Have you from your long knowledge formed any opinion on that subject? I have.
270. Will you state wh at it is, and your reasons for it ? In my opinion the line from Borenore to Eorbes
would pass through better and more thickly populated country, and a country more likely to give 
immediate returns to any raihvay. I believe it would pay almost at once. There is a very large population 
along that line. . . •
271. Is it continuously good country between Borenore and Eorbes ? Tes ; it is very evenly good between
those places. In one part I should think that the Cudal district is one of the best wEeat-growing districts 
in the Colony. There is excellent soil. t
272. There are no large patches of bad country that the line would go through ? No.
273. Is it capable of settlement all along the line ? I think so. _
274. And for what distance ‘ on either side of the line ? Eor at least 8 or 10 miles, I should think, and 
more than that, but my intimate knowledge of that country is to that extent. I might mention that on 
that line the population would be much larger were it not for the number of reserves which constitute all 
the best land along that route, That would affect the matter in two ways : no compensation would have 
to be given for going through those reserves, and the land is exceptionally good.
275. In looking forward to railway construction we may regard those reserves as only temporary ? I
think so, because I think that if the line wmre constructed they wmuld be scarcely necessary. Some little 
accommodation would be required for travelling stock, but not so much as at present, and that land would 
be available for farming operations, for which it is very suitable. _ _
276. You mean that as the country passes from the pastoral into the agricultural stage those reserves.will 
have served their purpose ? Undoubtedly.
277. And I understand that you wish the Committee to believe that between Boremore and Eorbes
there will be for nearly the whole distance a belt of at least 6 or 8 miles on either side to contribute 
agricultural produce to the stations en route ? I think so, contributing almost at once, and very much 
increased by railway accommodation there. #
278. Whither do the farmers at present cultivating that locality send their wheat now ? Chiefly to 
Orange, I think, and to some extent to Eorbes.
279. What distance do they have to cart it ? The chief wheat district would be Cudal and the surrounding 
country, and the village of Cudal is about 27 miles from Orange, but of course they could reach Borenore 
if they struck the railway line at Borenore, which is about 8 miles from Orange. There would be an 
average of about 20 miles of cartage from the Cudal district, which is the principal wheat district.
280. Then wheat-growers at present are carting wheat 20 miles ? Tes ; and there is hay—it scarcely
pays to grow it. I have even seen it at £1 per ton, and I think a man can hardly live by growing it 
at that. .... . -
281. The construction of this line would bring railway communication within 6 or S miles of every farm 
on the route r I think so.
282. And that would mean a saving of cartage, and enable them to grow a more bulky crop of hay ? Yes.
It is a country very suitable for maize also, and for vineyards. _
283. The maize would find a local market to some extent ? Tes, because I think tHat most of the maize
comes from this part. Orange is not a district foy maijse ; it is too gold. 284,
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284. The growers there could hardly compete with the growers at the Eichmond for the Sydney market ? 
No, not in the Sydney market.
285. Ton think that the cultivation of maize would be limited to the local market supply ? Yes.
286. And of hay, too ? To a large extent. As the railway extended maize would be sent into the interior.
287. Is there any business with squattages in the interior with maize ; is it forwarded for horse-feed at 
all? I do not think there is a great business because of the expense of cartage, but there would be if 
there were facility of carriage.
288. Take the line to Bourke;—is any quantity of maize sent to the north-west ? I am not sufficiently 
acquainted with that business to be able to say.
289. In the dry season is hay sent on ? Oh yes, in the dry season.
290. What is the average rainfall along this line that you favor ? I have not noted that.
291. Can you remember how many seasons the crop has been destroyed by drought ? No. There is not 
often a complete destruction. They are affected very much no doubt.
292. You think it will be a permanent agricultural district ? I think so undoubtedly. Even now there 
are many prosperous farmers—under present conditions.
293. You speak of Cudal as being the choice spot on the line ; is land near Eugowra good ? It is very 
good also, but being farther from market than Cudal is it is not opened up. I believe there is excellent land 
about Eugowra that would pay better to work than it does now.
294. Supposing a line were continued from Forbes through the Lachlan valley to Menindie, do you think 
that the growers between Orange and Forbes would find a market in the west for their produce ? I think 
so. I know the land the other side of Condobolin—midway between that and Euabalong—and that is 
very good country.
295. Do you not think that as it is opened up the west will be the Irue market for farmers in the west 
rather than their sending to Sydney ? I think so—eventually.
296. You think that pushing these railways will give them the chance of getting that western market ? 
I think so.
297. Will you tell us what you have to say against the Molong-Parkes line ? I do not know that I have 
so much to say against it. There is some very good land on that route, and some very inferior.
298. It is rather more patchy ? About Dungeon Creek and Bumbery there is some which is not good 
land; to an ordinary observer it seems good, but the land is not so good. About Manildra and some 
other places there is some very good land. The greatest objection to constructing that line is that at no 
very distant date the farmers would almost be entitled to a lino along by Cudal also, as' there will bo such 
a population there as will be entitled to railway communication even if the other line be constructed.
299. You do not think that between Molong, Parkes, and Forbes we shall have on either side of the line 
such a belt of settled productive laud as on the other route ? I do not think so. I might mention that 
some of that very country along the Molong line, such as near Manildra, would not be a great distance 
from the Cudal lino.
300. If you look at that map you will see that the line from Orange to Eugowma runs, roughly, parallel 
with the line from Blayncy to Cow'ra ; what distance would those two lines be apart ? I suppose that is 
better showm by the scale. I have been across the country from one point to the other, but this map is 
scaled and the distance would be more satisfactorily shown by scale than I could state it.
301. Supposing it to be 25 or 30 miles, the population betiveen these two railways would be w'ell provided
for ? 1 think so then.
302. Because you say it will pay to cart within 20 miles ? It pays but not well. There are farmers there
making a very good Jiving, but some are not doing well. '
303. Do you know the character of the country between Borenore, Cowra, Eugowra, and Blayney ;—is it 
all capable of settlement? Not all, but considerable land would betaken up if there wTere proper railway 
communication, and it is very good land ; the general character of it.
304. If the line wrent by wray of Molong it \yould be north of the line you favour and ivould be a more
intermediate line between the line to Dubbo and the line to Cowu-a? It would. ,
305. In laying out these lines it is very desirable to give the greatest possible accommodation to the people 
who settle, do you not think ? All other things being equal I think so.
306. We cannot make lines everywhere, and if we can bring most of our settlers to within between 15 and 
20 miles of a line it is better than making them too close together ? Yes.
307. Would not your line be much closer to the line from Blayney to Cowra than the other proposed line 
would be ? Yes.
308. It would over-aceommodate some portions and under-accommodate others ? Yes ; but the settlement
is not nearly so great in that district as here. When people settle on land not so near the railways ------
309. You think that that is a proof that it is the better land ? I think so. Ever since the Forbes gold
field was opened, before the railways were thought of, the tendency of the traffic was all along by Cowra, 
Cudal, and so on.
310. Looking at the number of present settlers, and the amount of present produce, you think that the 
Orange-Eugowra line would be a better national investment than the Molong-Parkes line would be ? I 
think so.
311. And from your knowledge of the district as a whole do you think it would be a better railway for 
the district? 1 think so.
312. If we do not extend the line from Molong that branch will remain a solitary branch ? Unless the 
idea should be carried out of continuing it along to the Bogan—which, as I stated I heard Mr. Whitton 
was in favour of—and eventually striking the Great Western Line at present running to Bourke; but 
that would hardly be constructed at present, I suppose.
313. Where do you propose to strike it? Somewhere about Nyngan, I think. That is a line I should 
hardly consider justifiedatpresent. That line would pass through Cumnock where thereis very excellentland.
314. So far as you know the opinion of the Orange people do they prefer the Borenore line? I think so.
315. Orange is the natural centre for that district ? Yes.
316. Permanently established as such ? Quite so.
317. They have to climb by the present road to get to Orange? Yes. .
318. It is at a good height ? Yes. In any direction from Orange you descend. It is the highest point
in that portion of the country. ' ,

31—B 319.
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319. All the people round have to go uphill to get to Orange ? Yes.
320. That is not adverse to it as a business centre ? No, I tbihk not. It has never been any detriment 
to it. When there were no railways all the Lachlan traffic up to Forbes passed through Orange.
321. Have you been to Parlies ? Yes.

' 322. Is there mining going on there now ? Yes.
323. And at Forbes ? Yes. • , . .
324. As mining townships, is one more important than the other P From a mining point of view I should 
say that Parkes is. Forbes was originally a mining township, but to a considerable extent it has been

' converted into a squatters’ township. _ .... , .
325. Looking .at the future of the two townships do you think that one has a distinctly better outlook
than the other ? I think that Forbes is the more important town. It is on the river Lachlan. There is 
very good land about both. .
326. Is either more naturally than the other the business centre of the district P Forbes I think is.
327. In laying out a trunk line you think it more important to pass through Forbes than Parkes ? I

328. If in planning a railway line you had to make either town subsidiary you would make Parkes sub
sidiary and Forbes the principal one ? Certainly.
329. You know that one of the suggested lines to reach Forbes is from Cowra, to which place the railway 
already extends ? I know that.
330. Have you ever travelled from Cowra to Forbes? No.
331. Your knowledge of the intervening district would be only second-hand? Quite so. I cannot say
that I have any knowledge that would be worth anything to the Committee ; but so far as I can judge, it 
is very good country about Cowra. •

John Philip Sharkey, Esq., C.E., sworn, and examined 
J. P- 332. Mr. LackeyWhat are you by profession ? Civil engineer.

Sharkey, Esq. 333. jja(j y0U anything to do with the survey of either of these two lines—between Borenore and Forbes 
or between Molong and Forbes ? I surveyed them all.

28 Jan., 1890. gg^ -^hen you say “ them all ” do you mean these two lines ? Yes, both the line from Orange to 
Molong, and on to Parkes and the line from Orange to Borenore and on to Forbes.
335. Had you anything to do with the survey from Cowra to Eugowra ? Nothing whatever.
336. Who surveyed that line ? I cannot say. It has been surveyed since I left the department.
337. The line between Borenore and Forbes—did you survey it right through ? I was on most part of
it. I did it nearly all myself. There were several surveys over that route until I prepared a permanently 
staked line. . .
338. Was it a line showing difficult gradients in any parts ? One portion of the line, going down ±rom 
Borenore to Keenan’s Bridge, had pretty steep gradients. That line was surveyed originally—before any 
other line was surveyed out from Orange—for the purpose of getting a line to Forbes, but the surveyors 
engaged upon the line were stuck up by the stiff gradients, and by the difficulty that arose in passing what 
they call Keenan’s Swamp, and it was not until I had done the survey to Forbes that I was called upon 
to go over the work on that portion of the line and find out a practicable route. I was directed to do so 
by Mr. Wright, the then Minister for Works, and I found a line that obviated the necessity of crossing 
Keenan’s Swamp, and therefore removed the difficulty that originally existed. By making a slight detour 
I also cut down the steep gradients which were considered strong features of difficulty in the original 
surveys, and consequently that line of survey was adopted by the Government of the day.
339. Do we understand that the first surveyors sent up gave up this lino as impracticable ? It was con
sidered so by the Government. * '
340. On the report of the survey party sent up ? Yes. • _
341. What was the character of the detour you recommended ? I recommended a slight detour by which a 
rising ground was taken in in the course of the line which helped as a kind of stepping-way and extended 
the gradient for an extra distance, which of course reduced its steepness. '
342. Was your alternative route, or the route you proposed, north or south of Keenan’s Swamp ? It
kept south of the original survey as it approached Keenan’s Swamp and passed to the south there, and kept 
outside of Keenan’s Swamp—closer along the main road. The original survey went through a large spur, 
with very steep cuttings, and then over the swamp. (
343. What was the steepest gradient in the improved line, the adopted line, the line you recommended ? 
I think 1 in 40.
344. How far did that gradient extend ? For a good distance. You must remember it is some years 
since I was there. I have no means of refreshing my memory unless I had my plans before me.
345. Then it went on from there to Eugowra ? There was no difficulty after that. I think as far as my 
memory serves me that the grades are very flat indeed between that and Forbes.
346. Did you take notice of the character of the country between Eugowra and Forbes so far as floods 
were concerned ? I did.
347. Did you make inquiry ? I had the plainest evidence before me, because the big flood of 1870 was
the largest flood recorded in that part of the country during the residence of white people. I could see 
the remains of the flood there at the time when the survey was done, and we were 6 feet or 7 feet above 
the highest flood-mark. My level book gives the record of this large flood of 1870 and the formation level 
for the line. ' .
348. You know a place, as you approach Forbes, called the Southern Cross ? I do well.
349. Is it the case that it was submerged by the flood of 1870 ? Yes ; it was.
350. How far was your line from that? It runs at the back. I am only speaking from memory, but I

' believe it is 4 or 5 miles at the back of that. There was a survey made—not done by me—which ran close
to the Southern Cross, but in consequence of a report that it was under flood-level the direction was 
altered so as to take the top of this dividing ridge. It is hardly perceptible to the naked eye, but it is 
absolutely 5 or 6 or 7 feet higher than the adjoining country. .
351. Where does your survey end near Forbes ? Within, I think, 3-2f miles of the town of Forbes.
352. Do you know the crossing of the Parkes Bo ad where the original survey was? Perfectly well. _
353. Is it far from that ? It comes up to the line I surveyed. I surveyed a portion of the cross line

from
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from Dubbo to Parkes and from Parkes to Forbes, and cn by Grenfell, and it joins that line near theJ' ?• Sharkey, 
Parkes Hoad—within a few chains. -
354. Have yon ever heard of traffic on the road between Forbes and Eugowra having to be abandoned in 23/"!ran'~1890
flood time, and go round by Parkes ? 1 have not, but I have not the slightest doubt it would be stuck up ’ "
anyhow. Part of that road certainly would be submerged in a big flood such as that of 1870, but I do not
think that any flood has taken place since then that would stop the traffic on that road. Itjwould have 
to rise exceedingly high, as the rise from the summer level to the level of the road must be 50 feet or so.
355. You know the mail road now ? Yes.
356. Have you heard the height to which the water rises on that in flood time ? I have not, but I dare
say I have a record of the level there too; but in the absence of my level or field-book I cannot give the 
information.
357. You became fairly well acquainted with the character^of the country all through those districts ? At
that time I was thoroughly acquainted-with it. *
358. It is good rich land all through those districts P It is good rich land all the way from Orange. I 
think it is the finest land I have seem anywhere in the Colony.

. 359. Do you mean that no flood would reach the line of railway you marked out ? The line of railway 
now marked out is, I say, above the big flood mark of 1870, and a flood would have to rise from 5 feet to .
7 feet higher than that before it could possibly touch the present ground line of the line of survey.
360. Of the proposed railway line ? Yes. ' _
361. You have become well acquainted with the whole character of the country in these districts gener
ally P Yes; I made it my business to do so. . -
362. You have been to Eugowra, Cudal, and Meranburn? Yes.
363. Do you know Townsend’s, on the Parkes line ? I know what is called Bumbery.
364. They are all wheat-growing places ? Yes; but not of the character of the land on the Borenore 
line. Where you go off the Borenore line you get another character of soil; but that land there is a red 
chocolate soil, of considerable depth—4 ft. or 5 ft. or 6 ft. perhaps before you come to a change; but on 
the other line of country it is black soil country—very loamy country.
365. Have you seen both countries under crop ? I have.
366. Which do you regard as the most successfully cultivated country of the two ? Without any com
parison the Cudal district is richer in every way. ■ •
367. Have you been in the Parkes district? I have.
368. What is the character of the soil there ? In some places it is patchy ; in some places there is very 
good soil; it is black soil.
369. Do you know the country along by Meranburn ? I do well. There is a patch of good land about 
Meranburn and Manildra.
370. What do you call a patch ? It is on the flat, and I consider it will extend from the main road a
mile on either side. There may be patches here and there; but it is not in its general character the same 
as at Cudal. '
371. I believe that the Forbes road was the old track ? It was.
372. The settlements are older ? Yes.
373. The country of which we are now speaking is comparatively new ? I believe it was opened much later.
374. I take it that the older country would be more largely populated, and more cultivated ? Yes,
naturally. _
375. Do you know the country about Brymedura ? I know it well.
376. Is there wheat cultivation about there ? Hone, that I saw there, except in the station paddock. .
377. How long is it since you were there ? About six years. There was not much extent of wheat cul
tivation therp then.
378. I suppose you are aware of the circumstances under which the line was first constructed between 
Orange and Molong ? Perfectly.
379. You recollect, probably, the contest that existed for some time as to whether the line from Orange to 
Wellington should go by Molong or Ironbarks ? Perfectly.
380. And you know there has been a strong feeling between the people of Molong and of Orange as to
the route this line should take ? I do. "
381. Do you know that most of the people recommend the line by Borenore ? I believe they do.
382. The Molong people recommend the line by Flagstone Creek ? Yes, I believe they do.
383. Is it your opinion that there is a strong prejudice in the minds of residents of both those towns as 
to which course the line should take ? I have never seen much interest taken in the matter at Orange ; but 
they seem to like the Borenore line. I know that the people of Molong are very anxious that the line 
should pass through their town to Parkes. The line from Borenore presents a feature I thought I might 
mention. On either side of the line there is good land right up to a place called Cargo.
384. You know the country round Cargo ? I do well.
385. It is between the two lines, is it not ? Yes ; on the other hand the centres of good land, such as 
Manildra and Meranburn, are only 8 or 9 miles from the Borenore line.
386. Is it your opinion that one line of railway will meet the convenience of the whole farming population 
of that district ? I think that the Borenore line is geographically situated to meet the requirements of the 
country, and if you make one line you will have people continuing to cry out for a line to relieve their 
traffic.
387. Do you think that the Government should be influenced in the construction of a line to Parkes or 
Forbes by the existence of towns, or should take it to the district most prolific in crops ? I think that 
the Government of any country should deal with matters of railway on a commercial basis, and in the 
interest of the public all lines should be taken where there would probably be a remunerative traffic, and 
the Government should treat either towns or localities in the same manner.
388. The line you have surveyed does not go exactly into Forbes ? Ho ; within 3 or 4 miles. As to the. 
matter of traffic, when I was out surveying I took notes of the traffic on the various lines I was on, and 
as regards the Forbes line—from Borenore to Forbes—I can safely say I never saw such heavy traffic in 
Hew South Wales as I did on that line of road. I have known in the winter season—just before the rainy 
season about October or Hovember, the Hoads Department in Orange always put a coating of broken 
metal on the line, Borenore to Forbes, so as to enable the roads to withstand the heavy wool and wheat

traffic '
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J. P. Sharkey, traffic into Orange. Immediately afterwards, when camped on that road, I have been astonished to see 
•E8<1' the way in which that broken metal was ground down into an even surface.

389. How long ago was that ? I am speaking of 1885. •
n’’ ’ 390. Most of the traffic of that part of the country came through Forbes at that time ? Yes.

391. Currajong and Parkes have not been so long settled ? But I was there about five years ago, and 
there was no comparison in the traffic. I have been camped on the Parkes Boad—one of the finest roads 
in the Colony—and it is a fact that not a shilling has been spent on it for three or four years at a time, 
because the traffic was not sufficient to vyear down the road. Another note I made at Molong was that 
before the railway was made there was a man with a two-horse van, and he actually did all the carrying 
into the town of Molong from Orange. Sometimes he had two and sometimes four horses, according to 
the nature of the traffic. But in two trips a week he carried into Molong all the goods that came there.
392. I suppose you know the country north of Parkes—the head of the Bogan ? Yes.
393. How far have you been out north of Parkes ? Not very far,.
391. Do you know of any of the country about Cnrragery or G-anallegy ? Not sufficiently well to speak 
of it.
395. Do you know there has been a great deal of settlement there during the last few years ? I have 
heard so.
396. Settlement of agricultural population ? I believe it has taken place.
397. Much larger than in any other part of the district ? It may have taken place.
398. When you speak of the great traffic on the Forbes road, of course you know that the Forbes road 
was an outlet to the country long before the line extended to what is called Parkes ? Yes.
399. Parkes is considered a new town or district ? It was a very important town in 1885. ,
400. How old is Parkes ? I cannot say, but it was a good town at that time. .
401. You know that the Parkes road, or the Currajong as it was previously called, is not to be compared
with the road to Cudal, Eugowra, and Forbes ? That may be. _
402. If you know the country you must know it is so ? I knew it only between certain periods.
403. The road to Parkes and Currajong is a road known only within the last few years ? That may be.
404. You are not resident there now ? No. I am a resident of Sydney. I am an engineer practising
in Sydney. _
405. Sometimes the officers of the Government settle down or buy properties in these parts of the country; 
that is not the case with you ? No. I am practising as an engineer in Sydney, and am putting up some 
verly large works.
406. You are not in the Public Service now ? No. I am practising myself ; I am building the water
works for Windsor now, the Penrith and the Nowra.
407. You have no interest in either of these lines ? None whatever. I speak impartially, without any 
motive on either side; but I was impressed beyond measure with the importauce of the line. Before any 
question of competing lines arose, I reported on the country in the vicinity of Cudal, and that land opened 
up by the Borenore route would decidedly be, and should be, selected as a commercial speculation in 
preference to the other. I have had sufficient experience of railways in this country, and America, and 
Queensland, to enable me to procure sufficient data for a report on the commercial aspect of any railway,
I think, in the world. _ -
408. Do you recollect the date of your report ? I could not say, but I have with me a report in which 
this question is mentioned.
409. Can you give us the date of it ? I will give it to you, and also the report itself. [Report handed 
in by witness]
410. This is dated December, 1883 ? Yes. That was the first time when that question cropped up.
411. Would you be good enough to read that report, and then it will be noted in your evidence ? This 
is a portion of my report under date 8th December, 1883, addressed to the Engineer-in-Chief lor Bail ways, 
from the survey camp, Cudal. That portion that bears on the character of the country is as follows :—
Borenore, the locality of my starting point, is the centre of a prosperous and thickly populated agricultural district ; 
from thence to the terminus of my survey all the available land has been selected for a considerable distance on each side. 
The class of settlers is decidedly agricultural, and a very large area is under cultivation. The wheat crop of this district 
is one of the largest in the colony, and gives promise of extensive traffic on a railway should it be constructed. As a 
matter of comparison of capabilities of land and the character and number of settlers on the country adjacent to this line 
and that passing Molong, I may state that but very little of the land in the vicinity of the line passing Molong is fit for 
settlement beyond Meranburn, which limit is 7 miles west of Manildra, and that there are no agricultural settlers beyond 
that point, and consequently no agriculture. Should the branch line to Molong be determined upon, the length from 
Orange to Borenore (9 miles 26 chains) on that line may be deducted from the gross mileage to Forbes, thus making a 
considerable reduction in the distance to be constructed to that place.
412. That is 1883—six years ago ? Yes. Another matter I might mention is that the land beyond a place 
called Coates’ Creek when I was in that district was the last open to settlement in that neighbourhood.
413. Your opinion was formed at the time you were there in 1883 ? Yes.
414. Have you been there much since? I was about that district till 1885, but beyond Coates’ Creek 
there was no settlement whatever, and the line passes in through the Dungeon Banges.
415. That is where it goes off to Flagstone Creek ? Yes. There is little or no surface soil on the ranges, 
which fact gives rise to the name “ Dungeon Banges.” There is no surface soil—the rock is nearly exposed.
416. Those ranges form the head of what is called the Billabong, I think ? Yes. ■
417. Have you travelled the Billabong generally? No. It is the Flagstone Creek that I am talking of. 
The country was so rough that I never went much off the line of survey. I surveyed the line from Flag
stone Creek to Parkes and Forbes.
418. How far from Parkes is the terminus there; how close is the line to the town of Parkes ? The survey 
I made went right into the town of Parkes. I passed through that portion of the town and went to the 
extreme end of the town.
419. The country is very rough about Flagstone Creek ? It is very rough, and there is no soil fit for 
any purpose. Flagstone Creek is a very difficult part of the line to make. While I was working on one 
side of the creek a heavy thunderstorm fell for an hour, and I was compelled to camp on that side, as I 
could not get across for several hours. The creek rose 20 feet in that time. As there was no soil through 
which the water could percolate it came into the creek, and flooded in that manner.
420. What is the character of the stone in the neighbourhood of Flagstone Creek ? I think it is sandstone.
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APPENDIX. 13

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS, 

' Railway from Molong to Parkes and Forbes.

APPENDIX.

A
Railway Commissioners Reports.

Proposed line of Railway from Molong to Parkes and Forbes, via Flagstone Creek—Length, 71 miles 52 chains.
Office of the Railway Commissioners of New South Wales, Sydney, 27 September, 1889. 

In accordance with section 13 of the “Public Works Act, 1888,” we beg to report as under 
Cost of construction—

The _Engineer-in-Chief estimates the cost of constructing a light line of railway (exclusive of
land and compensation) at............................................................................................ '...........£433 000

Annual cost— -
Capital expenditure, at 3| per cent............................................ ...................................................... 15,155

The estimated cost of working would be as under—
Permanent-way expenses........................................................................................................ £7 300
Locomotive expenses................................................................................................................ 1 800
Traffic expenses.......................................................................................................................  1 gQO

........................ -—----- 10,'900

Total annual cost £20,055
Traffic estimate—

Passenger traffic.......................................................................................................................£4 000
Mails...............................................................................  .......................................................... ’gg4
Merchandise Traffic ............................................................................. '................. ................  g 600

Live stock traffic.......................................................................................................... 800
' ................................................. £11,264

It will be seen from the foregoing figures that this is an instance where the working expenses of the line will probably 
re covered by the traffic.

The Seal of the Railway Commissioners of New South
fE. M. G. EDDY,

Wales was hereunto affixed this 27th day of Sep- I W. M. FEHON, 
tember, 1889, in the presence of— 1

H. McLaughlin.

Chief Commissioner.

| CHARLES OLIVER,
Commissioner.

I Commissioner.

. ' Molong to Parkes Extension.
This is an extension of the branch line from Orange to Molong, which runs through a fairly good agricultural district, but 
on leaving Molong the character of the country changes, being of a rocky nature for a considerable distance between Molong 
and Parkes, and therefore but little revenue can be expected from local traffic, the settlement en route being limited.

^ We are of opinion that an extension from Molong to Parkes could not be recommended, except as the means of 
opening up an admittedly good agricultural district around and north of Parkes, but we would rather favour a line from 
Cowra or Young to Forbes, and from thence to Parkes, which would run through fairly good country, and give the residents 
the choice of either the southern or western lines for business purposes.

' ‘ E. M. G. EDDY.
, . W. M. FEHON.

9th July, 1889. CHARLES OLIVER.

B.
Official descriptions of the'proposed Railway.

Line from Molong to Parkes.
This line is an extension of the branch which leaves the Great Western Railway at Orange, and is a continuation from 
Molong, the present terminus.

A sum of £705,500 was voted during the year 1881 for construction of a line from Orange to near Forbes, via Molong, 
and a portion of this vote was used for the construction of the line to Molong ; the remainder of the vote was rescinded in 
favour of the line from Borenore to Forbes via Cudal. Surveys have been made along two routes. They are named 
respectively—-the Molong to Parkes, via Flagstone Creek route, and the Molong to Parkes, via Bumberry route. These 
two are identical up to 243 miles 66 chains 70 links from Sydney ; at this point they diverge, the Bumberry route being 
the northerly one.

The Flagstone Creek Route.
• Length—51 miles 12 chains 95 links—Estimated cost of a single light line of Railway, £329,700, or £6,444 per mile,

exclusive of land and compensation. _
This line is an extension from Molong station, at 213 miles 78 chains 85 links from Sydney. It sweeps round the north 
end of the high land on which the town stands, crossing Molong rivulet twice, and then turns south-westerly on rising 
gradients, as far as 219 miles, crossing Lord’s Gap at 220 miles, and Mandagery Creek at 228f miles ; to this point gradients 
fall for 9 miles. The proposed village of Manildra is passed at 229 miles ; from Mandagery Creek the gradients steadily 
rise again to 239 miles, and the height attained, viz., about 2,000 feet above h.w.s.t., is maintained up to 243 miles. 
From this point the descent is almost continuous into Parkes, where the line is terminated at 265 miles 11 chains 80 links 
•from Sydney. . .

£.;:-

Line



632
14 APPENDIX.

Line from Parkes to Forbes.
Length, 20| miles.—Estimated cost of a light line from trial section, £100,400 ; exclusive of land and compensation,

£4,950 per mile. .
Commencing at a point on the Orange to Wilcannia survey, via Molong and Parkes, 1£ chain east of East*street, crossing 
Austral, High, and East Streets, at the south-eastern end of the town of Parkes, and proceeding in a south-westerly 
direction to Forbes ; passing through the parishes of Parkes, Martin, Mumbidgle, and Forbes, county of Ashburnham ; 
crossing the Parkes to Forbes Load at 2|, 9, and 17 miles, and Stephen, Lewis, Union, Howling, Herbert, Clark, Barwin, 
Bando,[and Coma streets, in the town of Forbes—being a distance of 20 miles 40 chains.
January, 1889. *

12/7/77.

7/8/78.

21/8/78.

19/0/78.
8/1)70.
31/8/79.

12/8/79.

26/9)79.

28)10/79.

c.
Precis of Papers on Proposed Lines to Forbes and Parkes, with Question of Extension to Wilcannia.

In May, 1874, a memorial was presented to the Minister for Works (Mr. Sutherland) by the Municipality of Forbes, urging 
that a survey might be made of a line from Orange to that town, alleging in support of their request (1) the increasing 
population and importance of the district, (2) the badness of their roads as a means of communication, (3) the favourable 
character of the country for the construction of a railway, and (4) the extent of level country, unsurpassed for grazing, 
mineral, and agricultural resources which such a line would command. At that time no -survey or exploration of the 
country had been made, and as the Engineer-in-Chiei could not then spare surveyors consideration of the question was 
postponed.

No further movement seems to have taken place until June, 1877, when inquiry was. made in the House whether a 
trial survey had been made of a line from Orange to Forbes, and the Minister replied that in compliance with a resolution 
of the House a trial survey was in course of being made from Orange towards Wilcannia and Menindie, and that with a 
view to avoid country subject to floods such line would pass 7 miles north of Forbes. . _

The Mayor of Forbes, acting in concert with a District Committee, requested that a survey might be made direct 
from Boree to Forbes, maintaining that any railway intended to tap the Lachlan should go to Forbes, and that inasmuch 
as out of the 4,000 or 5,000 acres selected weekly nearly all was on the south side of the river, taken for agricultural purposes ; 
a railway passing so far to the north of Forbes would be of no service to the people, as they could get their goods cheaper 
from the Blayney station. In reply to the Minister (Mr. Hoskins), the Engineer-in-Chief said that a trial survey was in 
progress which would accommodate both Parkes and Forbes. It would pass 5 miles south of Parkes, and 7 miles north 
of Forbes. They could get no nearer on account of the liability to floods. ...

A public meeting was held at Molong, at which a resolution was carried that the great and increasing importance of 
Molong and its district, as evidenced by the- large population, the fertility of the soil, and its large contributions to the 
public revenue, entitled it to railway communication with Sydney. As the outcome of this meeting, Mr. J. 
Shepherd, M.P. , presented to the Minister (Mr. Sutherland) a petition from 432 inhabitants of Molong and its environs, 
praying for railway communication, and setting forth that Molong was the natural and best route for a railway, 
that the succeeding season’s yield of wheat wras expected to be 200,000 bushels, that from 7,000 to 10,000 bales of wool 
would be sent yearly to Sydney, that the country contains copper, shale, building stone, lime, &c., and that a line from 
Orange to Parkes, via Molong, would pay well, and be the shortest and cheapest to construct. The following statistics 
accompanied the petition :—

Land taken up during year ........................................................................ 61,592 acres
Land alienated................................   150,000 ,,
Produce—Cereals............................................................................................ 169,000 bushels

„ Hay................................................................................................ 2,400 tons
Stock—Sheep.....................................................................................   500,000

„ Horses...... .......................................................................................... 6,097
,, Cattle ... ............ .......................................................... ................... 14,044

Pigs ................................................*.................................................. 1,500

The Minister decided that a trial survey should be made.
Mr. Shepherd, M.P., wrote advocating a line via Molong in preference to that via Boree and Toogong.
Mr. Shepherd again wrote to same effect. 4 .
Mr. Whitton reported that the first trial survey towards Wilcannia was via Boree and Manildra, passing 10 miles 

south of Molong, 7 miles south of Parkes, and 6 miles north of Forbes. A trial survey had since been made from a point 
on the line surveyed from Orange to Wellington, passing through Molong, thence to a junction with the Forbes-Parkes 
line at Manildra. With a view to shorten the distance a deviation had been surveyed passing 2 miles south of Molong. 
The first-named survey gave 30 miles, the second 38 miles, and the last 36 miles ; average cost per mile, about the same in 
each case. . .

The hon. secretary of the Wilcannia Progress Committee wrote, by direction, to the Minister, requesting that a 
sum of money might be placed on the Estimates for a line to Wilcannia via Parkes, Forbes, and Condobolin, with a, bridge 
across the Darling. A petition to the same effect had shortly before been presented by residents of the district, and 
the following statistics were furnished j—

Tonnage and value of goods for the Upper Darling.
1875 ............................................................. 19,034 tons ...............   £339,170
1876 ............................................................. 23,190 „   489,000
1877 ............................................................. 23,198 „ ........................................................... 494,475

Wool exported via Wentworth.
1875 ............................................................. 25,390 tons ......................................................... £694,169
1876 ............................................. *..............  33,582 ,, ......................................................... 625,100
1877 ............................................................. *8,450 ,, .............................   153,260

Number of sheep in district 5,000,000, and of cattle 60,000. -
The compiler of the statistics wrote that if this Colony desired to secure this rich harvest, they must touch the 

Darling near Wilcannia. If there were a railway, the trade would most assuredly go to Sydney, for although water 
carriage was cheaper, it was so uncertain that wool was often kept back for months, and goods for dealers and others 
were similarly delayed. . .

A petition was presented to Mr. Secretary Lackey from farmers and other residents of the Forbes district, 
setting forth that the want of a railway between Orange and Forbes was a serious drawback to the district, that the 
country which would be served by an extension to Forbes contained 20,000,000 acres of first-class agricultural and 
pastoral land depasturing 5,000,000 sheep, besides being rich in minerals, that the yield of wheat was 20 bushels per 
acre, that the settlers had no outlet for their produce, the freight charges being prohibitory, and that Forbes, by its 
position, progress, and importance, was entitled to have a railway into the town, and they prayed that a trial survey, 
via Flagstone Creek, might be continued close to the town, and that a sum of money might be placed on the Estimates 
for the construction of a line. Mr. Secretary Lackey minuted that he had just received a deputation in the same 
interest, and had promised that the country should be examined, and, if found to be as represented, the line should 
be taken by way of that town. Mr. Whitton was requested to have the country examined in regard to its liability 
to flood and to carry the survey via Young to the Southern line.

* River hot navigable, and wool detained.
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A petition from residents of Orange and the neighbourhood was presented to the Minister by a deputation j)ec_ lg7g 
from Orange, which waited on him for the purpose, praying for the construction of the line to Wilcannia, and that 
Orange might be the point of departure from the present line.

Another deputation in the same interest waited on the Minister (Mr. Sutherland), and received a favourable giiijgo. 
reply. '

A leader appeared in the Herald stating that Mr. Sutherland appeared to be the only man who understood ji/a/go. 
what was wanted to develop and utilize the so-called Darling country. When that gentleman was last in office, he ’
thought the best means of making the most of that territory was to secure a permanent supply of water for naviga
tion, and in that view gave instructions to prepare estimates for locking the Darling. There was not time to do that, 
but on the recommendation of the Engineer-in-Ghief, £10,000 w?«s placed on the Estimates for the commencement of 
the work. Mr. Sutherland retired soon after, and the locking scheme retired with him. Had he remained in Office, 
this great national work would have been undertaken, and the railway system of the Darling country determined 
upon in connection with it. They (the Herald) had no hesitation in saying it was beginning at the wrong end to 
construct the railways first and do the improvements of the Darling afterwards. If the river were locked as far down 
as Pooncarrie, the settlers would .send their produce to, and receive their supplies from the terminus, and thus direct 
the trade to Sydney. In this scheme it was not the question of navigation only which was involved, but the equally 
important one of irrigation.

Mr. Vaughn, M.P., inquired when the promised survey from Murrumburrah to Forbes via Grenfell would be 25/1/81. 
made. It would seem that no reply was made to this question, and there is certainly no trace in the papers of any 
such promise having been given.

Mr. Secretary Lackey proposed on the Loan Estimates an amount of £705,000 for a railway from Orange via 28/3'Sl. 
Molong to Forbes, and it was carried by 74 votes to 2.

Resolutions in favour of extending the line io Wilcannia were carried at a public meeting held at Forbes. 25/3/81.
Mr. Brodribb forwarded to the Minister certain statistics furnished by the Wilcannia Progress Committee (these 28/3/81. 

statistics have already appeared in the paper, (see page 1), and proceeded to say that New South Wales with 312,000 square 
miles possessed 30,000,000 sheep, that Victoria with 87,000 square miles was fully stocked with 9,000,000, and yet she 
exported more wool than we did. As a fact, fully half the wool produced in New South Wales went to that colony and 
South Australia. In the years 1877 and 1878 Victoria exported 628,350 bales of wool, while in the same period New 
South Wales exported only 279,232 bales, the difference in favour of Victoria being 349,118 bales, the value of which,
£5,236,770, was money lost to this Colony for want of railway communication with the Darling River.

Mr. J. Bodel wrote to Mr. Secretary Lackey reminding him that he had promised to have a line surveyed to Forbes 28/3/81. 
via Flagstone Creek provided there were no flooded lands to obstruct the route. He also asked for the survey to be so 
arranged as to place the station within a reasonable distance of the town. Mr. Whitton in reply intimated that the survey 
referred to should have attention.

Petitions were presented to the House from Eugowra, Canowindra, and Goolagong, praying that Blayney might be 
made the starting-point of the line to Forbes.

The Minister, in reply to a question from Mr. Vaughn in the House, stated that a survey was being made from 
Parkes through Forbes to join the survey already made from Young to Grenfell.

Mr. H. H. Cooke, M.P., wrote to the Engineer-in-Chief asking him to have a survey made from 151 (251?) mile-post 27/7/82. 
at the foot of Flagstone Hill to the original survey, near the crushing machine dam in the town of Parkes, a distance of Sir 
miles, over level country and through Crown lands. Mr. Whitton gave the necessary instructions.

Messrs. Vaughn and Coonan, Ms.P., wrote to the Minister asking that the surveyor who was engaged on a trial 11/5/83. 
survey from Young to Forbes might be instructed to make the survey a permanent one. Mr. Whitton in reply minuted 
that the permanent survey from Orange, via Molong to near Forbes, had been made since the loan for that line was 
sanctioned. A trial survey only had been made from Young to Parkes, via Grenfell and Forbes. It was not usual to make 
permanent surveys of lines until the loans for them had been sanctioned.

The Mayor of Wilcannia wrote to the Minister urging that railway facilities should be given to that town. 31/10/83.
Mr. "Whitton, in reply to inquiries made by Messrs. Coonan and Stokes, Ms.P., reported that a trial survey had 19/12/83. 

been made from a point on the Orange and Molong line. 7 miles from Orange, passing about 2 miles south of Cudal, thence 
about same distance south of Toogong to Long’s Corner ; thence by Mandagery Creek to Eugowra, and thence by a direct 
line to a junction with the line surveyed from Forbes to Parkes ; and that two deviations from the Cudal route were under 
consideration.

Several papers about this time which are shown by allusions in other papers to have been received are missing from 
the file. For instance, letters from Messrs. Coonan and Stokes, Ms.P., and from the Mayor of Forbes ; also report of an 
indignation meeting to protest against the line to Forbes not being made.

A deputation waited on the Minister (Mr. Wright) to represent that any extension of the Orange and Molong line 8/3/84. 
towards Forbes should not be taken from Molong but from Borenore and through Cudal, as it would then pass through a 
much more fertile country. The Minister replied that he believed the Cudal route was the best and shortest, and if his 
opinion was confirmed on investigation it would be his duty to ask Parliament to reconsider the resolution to take the line 
from Molong.

Mr. R. B. Wilkinson wrote to Mr. Secretary Wright urging the construction of a line to Wilcannia from Forbes 9/3/84. 
rather than from Nyngan. Via Forbes it would be a straight line from Sydney, and would first run through agricultural 
country and the rich copper district of Nymagee and Mount Hope, and then through one of the best squatting districts in 
the Colony, while a line from Nyngan would be very roundabout and pass through a scrubby poor country. •

Messrs. Coonan and Vaughn, M’s. P., introduced a dejoutation to Mr. Secretary Wright to urge the construction of aline 22/2|84 
from Young to Dubbo, via Grenfell and Forbes. They said it would open up a large extent of country, and be a convenient 
connection of the south and west systems. The Minister strongly concurred in the proposal. It was, he said, one of the 
first propositions he made on taking office with the addition of continuing the line from Dubbo to Werris Creek, thus 
uniting the three railway systems. He could not answer for the views of his colleagues, nor for the opinion of Parliament, 
but personally he believed that sooner or latter the line would have to be made. •

An influential deputation waited on the Minister to ask that a final decision might be arrived at as to the route to 7^3 54. 
be taken by the extension to Forbes, as the progress of the district was much retarded by the existing uncertainty on this 
point. They were of opinion that the best route was from Borenore, via Cudal. The Minister replied that three routes had 
been surveyed (1) from Molong, via Manildra, (2) round by the Canoblas, and (3) via Keenan’s Bridge and Cudal. He was 
aware that the last named went through better country, and if it were found more practicable in an engineering point of 
view it would probably be adopted. He, however, could not speak definitely as to the route, because if it were decided to 
alter the route already approved, Parliament would have to be asked to rescind that approval. '

Dr. Ross, M.P., wrote to the Minister complaining, Li indignant terms, that tenders had not been called for the 14/3/84. 
Molong extension.

The same gentleman presented to the Minister three petitions (1) from residents of Manildra, (2) from residents of April, 1384. 
Garra and the neighbourhood, and (3) from residents of Parkes, Bumberry, Billagong Creek, Flagston Creek, &c., &e., 
praying for the immediate construction of the extension from Molong towards Forbes.

The Mayor of Forbes forwarded to the Minister copy of resolution carried at a public meeting held at Forbes in 3/6/84. 
favour of the construction of the line from Borenore, via Eugowra, to Forbes.

Mr. Stokes, M.P., presented a petition to the House from the residents of tbo Condobolin district, praying for 5/6(84. 
favourable consideration for the Borenore-Cudal-Forbes line.

A similar petition from residents of Eugowra was presented to the House. 19/6/84.
A petition from the residents of Parkes, the outcome of a public meeting held in that town, was presented to 26,6/84.

. Parliament praying for the adoption of the rival scheme, viz : the extension to Forbes, via Molong and Manildra. ‘
Mr. Coonan, M.P., drew the Minister’s attention to the- fact that one mine alone on the route from Forbes to 21/7/84. 

Wilcannia, paid annually £30,000 for cartage—freight which a railway, if constructed, would obtain.
Dr. Ross, M.P., introduced to Mr. Secretary Dibbs a deputation to urge the desirability of constructing the line from 25/7'S4. 

Orange, via Molong and Manildra, already sanctioned by Parliament in place of that by Borenore, Cudal, and Eugowra '
which latter they alleged would be 36 miles longer. The Minister said it was an important question and would be decided 
on the principle of the greatest good to the greatest possible number.

Dr.‘
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13/8 84.

17/9/84.

32;10/84.

22/10/84.

19/12/84. 

Jan., 1885. 

12/1/85.

16/1/85.

6/2/85.

21/3/85.

4;6/85.

22/8/85.

21/8/85.

31/5'86.

29/6/86.

9/7/86.

5/8/86. * 

August, 1886.

Dr. Ross forwarded to Mr. Secretary Dibbs copy of a resolution carried at a public meeting held at Molong to the 
effect that such meeting protested against a mendacious statement which appeared in the Evening News that the general 
feeling was in favour of the line branching off from Borenore, whereas, on the contrary, it was the general desire that the 
extension should be by way of Molong and Manildra, as sanctioned by Parliament in 1881. *

Dr. Ross forwarded to the Minister a statistical statement referring to the Manildra and Gurra district, as under :—
Land holdings .................................................................................................................. . 71,348 acres
Land cultivated ............................................................ .................................................. 7,950 ,,
Cereals ....................................................................................  135,151 bushels
Horses......................................    1,019
Cattle ..................................  1,225
Pigs.......................................................   329
Sheep ................................................. ........................................;......................................  44,748
Population.................................     1,211

A paper was also furnished giving reasons as follow ■why the line should be made from Molong, rfa Parkes, (1) 
because Parliament had voted the money for that purpose, and the line was being made to Molong; (2) because 
there was a saving in distance : (3) because there were no engineering difficulties, and the country was thickly 
populated; (4) because it was the best line for Mount Hope and Wilcannia, and was level and free from floods ; (5) 
because it was already surveyed ; (6) because the population of Parkes "was as great as that of Forbes; (7) because the 
population of the places'touched by the line was much larger than on the other route ; (8) because all the surveyed lines of 
railway w^est touched at Parkes, which already had a large farming population likely to be increased tenfold by a railway, 
and (9) because the plans and specifications were ready for this line and the adoption of any other route would cause delay. 
The following reasons were also alleged why the line should not be taken from Borenore, via Cudal:—(1) It would pass for 
30 miles through private land ; (2) it would pass for a mile through an almost bottomless swamp ; (3) much of the country 
was liable to floods; (4) the population was scanty, the only centre being Cudal; (5) nearly all the land had been alienated ; 
(6) it would be longer than the other route and serve fewer people. #

Mr. Commissioner Goodckap wrote an important minute with reference to the proposed line, Forbes to Wilcannia, 
but it is not now on the file, and would appear to have been missing a few days after it was written.

Mr. Secretary Wright proposed in the Legislative Assembly a sum of £705,000 for the construction of a line from 
Orange to Molong, via Borenore, and from Borenore to Forbes, via Cudal. The motion was carried, and this was virtually 
a rescission of the vote of 28/3,-81 for a line from Orange to Forbes, via Molong.

Mr. T. J. Keenan wrote to the Minister suggesting a deviation of the Borenore line, by which he alleged a saving of 
6 miles and £50,000 might be effected, and many difficulties avoided. *

A petition from persons interested was presented to the Minister praying that the original Borenore route might be 
adhered to.

The reridents of Borce, Cabourn, and Barton also presented a memorial to the same effect, maintaining (1) that Mr. 
Keenan’s proposal would inflict an injury on a large number of persons ; (2) that by it 12 miles of rich agricultural land 
would be cut off from railway communication ; (3) that the saving to be effected was much exaggerated ; (4) that it would 
make the line pass through Mr. Keenan’s own property and Mr. Smith’s, such properties being mere sheep walks carrying 
no population, and therefore having no traffic for a railway, and (5) that the only person to be benefited was Mr. Keenan ■ 
himself.

A writer in the Daily Telegraph, evidently a partisan of the Molong route, commented in sarcastic and angry terms 
upon the Minister’s adoption of the Borenore scheme, accusing him of being led by a ,c cuckoo cry.”

tain 
decided.

A deputation waited on the Minister to request the survey of an alternative line, but the Minister declined to enter- 
the application, stating that there must bo some finality in the matter of surveys, and that the route had been finally

The inhabitants of Toogong presented to the Minister a petition in favour of Beattie’s line, in preference to Pitt’s line.
Mr. F. J. Smith, in behalf of himself, the Hon. J. Smith, and others objected to Pitt’s line as being longer and less 

convenient and unnecessarily injuring property.
The Chairman, Forbes Railway League, forwarded copy of a resolution carried at a meeting of that body in favour 

of prompt action in carrying out the Borenore scheme.
Dr. Ross, M.P., forwarded to the Minister a petition from inhabitants of Orange and Molong, against making the 

Forbes line from Borenore, and suggesting Amaroo as the point of junction.
Mr. F. J. Smith wrote to the Minister again protesting against the adoption of Pitt’s line on the score of the injury 

it would do to his property. Mr. Whitton reported that Beattie’s line was being improved and would be adopted, and 
would do much less damage to Mr. Smith’s property. .

Mr. Irvine also wrote, protesting in the name of the people of Toogcng, against the adoption of any other line 
than Pitt’s.

Mr. E. Quinn, M.P., addressed Mr. Secretaiy Lyne, stating that the Darling being in flood it was a favourable 
opportunity for getting rails and sleepers for the Wilcannia line brought up by water, and recommending that tenders 
should be invited. The Engincer-in-Chief minuted that nothing could be done until the plans had been approved by Parlia
ment. The Minister, however, did not take that view, and by his instructions tenders were invited for 176,000 sleepers, 
and an indent was sent to the Agent-General for rails, fishplates, &c., of the value of £73,300.

The matter was taken up adversely in Parliament, and ultimately no tenders were accepted for the sleepers. The 
materials ordered through the Agent-General came to hand in due course, and were taken into stock, to be used, it is said, 
for the Nyngan-Cobar line, or some other line requiring a light rail.

The “Hansard” report of the debate in the House in connection with this episode has been submitted by the Under 
Secretary.

Messrs. Stokes and Coonan forwarded to Mr. Secretary Lync copy of a resolution carried at a meeting at which the 
residents of Cudal, Eugowra, Forbes, and Condobolin were represented, deprecating further delay in moving the adoption 
of the Forbes line, a line for which Parliament had voted the money years before, and representing the inconveniences and 
losses which the people were suffering from the delay.

A deputation of Members waited on the Minister to urge immediate action in connection with the Borenore-Forbes 
line. The Minister informed them that he was fully alive to the fertility and importance of their district, and recognized 
their claims to a railway, and said that he would, on an early day, move the approval of the plans. He added that he had 
evinced his sense of the value of- the Wilcannia extension by calling for tenders for the necessary materials with a view to 
facilitate matters.

A deputation of the Forbes Borough Council waited on the Minister to ask that the line Borenore to Forbes might 
be commenced forthwith.

The Engineer-in-Chief submitted a report giving particulars of the line (from Molong) originally surveyed and 
approved by Parliament in 1881, and setting forth the circumstances which led to the survey of an alternative line (starting 
from Borenore). He pointed out that the original survey did not touch either Parkes or Forbes, that the proportion of good 
land in the district served by it was small, and the population scanty. On the route, Borenore to Forbes, on the other hand, 
the land was marvellously good, some of it being of the richest description, and the country was already fairly well populated.

He also furnished the following statistics of the district through which the Borenore lines passes (8 miles on 
either side). They are for the year 1884 :—

Landholdings.......... ........................................................................................... 291,624 acres
Land cleared .................................................................................................... 15,343 ,,
Produce—Hay ................................................................................................ 3,252 tons

,, Wheat ............................................................................................ 185,385 bushels ■
,, Oats ..........................................................   13,376 „
,, Maize................................................................................................ 5,740 ,,
,, Barley ...................................................    2,397 ,,
,, Wool................................................................................................. 916 bales

Stock—Sheep ;...............................................................    92,789
,, Horses .................................................   2,608
,, Cattle ................................................................................................. 4,739
,, Pigs ..................................................................................................... 1,139 This
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This return, Mr. Whitton thought, went to prove that the country was capable of supporting a very large population, 
and the suggested line moreover was the most direct from Sydney both to Forbes and Wilcannia. After giving particulars 
of the route of this Borenore-Cudal line, with table of gradients and curves, &c., the Engineer-in-Chief proceeded to show ' 
that the line taken from Molong would cost £192,000 more than that from Borenore.

. the motion of Mr. Secretary Lyne the plans, &c., of the line Borenore, via Cudal to Forbes, were approved in the 9/9/86. 
Legislative Assembly by forty-one votes to nineteen, but were afterwards negatived in the Council by twenty-three votes to 
four. ,

An article appeared in the TSvenwy Amews commenting upon this project (as part of the line to Wilcannia). It was f:9/S6. 
necessary, the article said, to find employment for the thousands out of work, but it should be on reproductive works.
Ibis line would be a sucker, not a feeder, and to construct such a line would be stupendous folly—madness. A railway to 
Forbes would pay, but the extension to Wilcannia would pass for 300 miles through a comparative desert. What traffic 
would it get? That of a town of 1,500 inhabitants, and of a district where it required from 10 acres to 100 acres to 
feed one sheem If a line were wanted, it could be taken on from Cobar. The Hay. and Bourke lines had been made 
to catch the Riverina trade, and they did not pay interest, and would not for years to come, but this proposed line 
would take away half the traffic from each of them, and we should have three lines paying nothing on the capital 
instead of two paying, say, 1 per cent. By making the river navigable from Wilcannia to Bonrke at a cost, say, of 
£100,000, we should secure the traffic and the Bourke line would, in that case, probably give a fair return upon the 
outlay. We had constructed more than one unwise line, but this Wilcannia proposal beat the record.

. Petitions as under were presented to the Legislative Assembly—(1) from Mr. John Black, on behalf of the 22/9;86. 
residents of the Molong District, urging the adoption of the line Orange to Wilcannia via Molong, and stating that 
most of them had taken up their holdings on the faith of the vote of the House in 1831, in favour of that line which 
was the shortest, the cheapest, and the most convenient; (2) from H. P. Miller, on behalf of the residents of 
Manildra, to the same effect; (3) from the Mayor of Parkes, on behalf of the people of that place, to the same effect;
(4) from John Rubie, on behalf of certain residents of Garra, to the same effect.

Petitions in favour of the Borenore to Forbes via Cudal line were also presented to the Legislative Council—
(1) from 56 residents of Eugowra; (2) from the Mayor of Forbes on behalf of the people of that town : (3) from 
W. Shields, on behalf of the inhabitants of Cudal.

• i "u ^ePu^a^on fr°m the Mount Hope District waited on Mr. Secretary Lyne to ask that the Wilcannia Railway 2/10/86. 
might be arranged to pass that way. Mr, Lyne promised to make inquiry and give the matter consideration. The 
delay m preparing the plans, he said, was due to an agitation for carrying the line further south. There was, too, 
in the House, a strong feeling not to make the line to Wilcannia, but to take it further down the Darling. He 
thought a direct line to Silverton would be the best. A private Tine had been sanctioned from Silverton to the South 
Australian border, and a line to meet that, through Menindie, would be as near direct as possible.

- ^'°Jlse<luei1^ on this statement of the Minister’s views, an indignation meeting was held at Wilcannia to protest 4/10/86. 
against the proposal to abandon the design of giving them a railway. It was stated by one speaker that the objec
tions to the line emanated from an owner of steamers on the river (whose business would be injured by a railway).
To deny them their line, they said, would throw the trade of 40,000,000 acres, carrying 3,000,000 sheep, and capable 
of carrying 7,000,000, into the hands of South Australia. It was absurd to suppose that the construction of a Menindie- 
Silverton line would bring the trade of that district to Sydney, when it could be .done so much cheaper. Resolutions 
condemnatory of the policy foreshadowed by the Minister were carried.

Duity Telegraph, in a leader referring to Mr. Lyne’s intimaticn that the consideration of the line to 8/10/86. 
Wilcannia would be deferred, thought that gentleman had done well, but they had no sympathy with the proposal 
to make a railway to Menindie and Silverton, which would be the greatest blunder ever committed here. The 
Silverton district was served better and cheaper by the Adelaide line than it ever could he by a line to Sydney. A 
railway between Menindie and Silverton wouldc eed either the river (when navigable), or the South Australian railway.
If the line terminated at Menindie the last 100 miles of it would only feed the navigation when practicable. The 
project must be condemned without qualification. Then as regarded the Forbes—Wilcannia scheme, we must be sure 
there was not a tax behind it. It must be shown by responsible experts that there was a reasonable prospect of its 
not imposing a new burden on taxpayers. There was no class of settlers with whom they had a deeper sympathy 
than tliose in the west, but sentiment.should have nothing to do with the construction of a railway. The whole question 
?m.°U j i ^ Pay*” an(l ponff mithing less than the testimony of responsible experts should be accepted.
.They doubted the capability of the district to carry 7,000,000 sheep. Their representative, recently there, heard nothin^ 
m support of this optimistic view. As to the extent to which it was alleged squatters would use the railway, they would 
use it when the much cheaper conveyance by water was not available. They (the Daily Telegraph) would be delighted 
to hear that the Wilcannia people could have their railway without risk to the taxpayer.

_ It appeared by a telegram in the Evening News that much local indignation was felt at Molong on account of the 
adoption by the Government of the Borenore route, and at Cudal on account of the rejection of the Borenore line by the 
Council, and they testified the intensity of their annoyance by the strange device of burning each others members in effigy.

A letter from the honorary secretary of the Cudal Railway League appeared in the Telegraph, giving the following 15/10/86. 
particulars :—Between Borenore and Forbes there were seven stores, fourteen hotels, six post-offices, and eight townships*
\nz., Cudal, Toogong, Murga, Eugowra, Cargo, Canowindra, Manildra, and Meranburn, while within 8 miles of the line 
there were twenty-five public and tiiree private schools, with an enrolment of over 1,000 pupils. The letter then proceeded to 
give statistics of production, &c., but as they were in confirmation of the figures already given by the Engineer-in-Chief 
(see page 3), they need not be quoted here.

A public meeting was held at Orange to protest against the rejection of the Borenore-Forbes line by the Council, and 21/10/86. 
resolutions were carried, to the effect that such rejection was inimical to the, best interests of the Colony, and a great 
injustice to those who, in the faith that the Government would make the line, had invested their money in the district.
Similar meetings were held at Cudal, Cargo, Burragan, Murga, Bowan, Toogong, and Cheeseman’s Creek. "

tj p Barry wrote to Mr. Secretary Lyne, bearing testimony to the richness of the soil of the district which 5/11/86.
would be affected by this line, and intimating that there would be no difficulty in getting a railway made by private enterprise.

A deputation from Cudal, Toogong, Cargo, &c., waited on the Minister to present a petition, signed by 175 persons, 12/3/87. 
expressing their disappointment at the rejection of the Borenore line by the Council, and their dismay at the resurvey of 
I ownsend’s line, which, if adopted, would involve a misappropriation of the money voted by Parliament, and be of little 
service to Cudal, Toogong, &c., and praying that in the event of the final rejection of the Borenore route, a survey might 
be made from Long’s Corner to Coombing Creek or Carcoar, passing through Berrigan near Cargo and Cadia copper-mines, 
and about 8 miles from Cudal. The Minister promised compliance.

^ A deputation from Orange, Forbes, and Cudal, t accompanied by several members of the Assembly, waited on the 29/5/87. 
Premier to urge the construction of the Borenore-Forbes line. It was pointed out that the matter was ripe for inviting 
tenders, the only obstacle being the rejection of the line by the Council.

Sir Henry Parkes promised to represent the matter to his colleagues. The Government had no interest in the 
matter except to serve the country as a whole in the best manner. In this light the Government would consider the 
matter.

It would appear, in connection with the petition presented to the Minister, I2th March, 1887, that Mr. K. Mackenzie, 
a surveyor, under instruction from Mr. Jas. M‘K.illop, made an exploration of the Coombing Creek route, and prepared an 
approximate estimate of cost. He reported to Mr. M‘Killop that the length of the proposed line would be 83 miles, and 
the cost (estimated) Coombing to Long’s Corner, 43 miles 30 chains, at £5,200 a mile, £225,437 ; Long’s Corner to Forbes,
39 miles 50 chains, at £4,500 a mile, £178,312—£403,749. Very little, he said, would have to be paid for compensation, 
most of the land-owners having signified their willingness to give the necessary land to the Government free of cost.

? In compliance with the Minister’s promise, a surveyor (Mr. Hardy) was sent over the route, but whether that 
officer s action went to the extent of a survey, or was confined to a simple exploration, the papers do not show.

Mr. Jas. M‘Killop, as honorary secretary of the Coombing-Forbes Railway League, forwarded to the Minister duly 4/6/87. 
executed undertakings from land-owners on that route to give the land required for a railway free of charge to the 
Government. Mr. M‘Killop asked the Minister to signify his approval of the form of undertaking or to suggest any other 
form that he might desire. The Commissioner for Railways minuted that anything beyond an acknowledgment of the 
letter was unnecessary and inexpedient, that to comply with Mr. M‘Killop’s request would be construed into a promise to 
make the line if the land were given free.

31—C Mr.
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9/6/87.

June, 1887. 

1)7/87.

2/7/37

1,7)87.

11/10)87.

7/6/88.

12/6/88.

20)6,88.

29/6/88.

20)8)88.

11)1^88.

8/6/89

8/6/89.

1/6/89

24/6 89.

Mr. M ‘Rillop again addressed the Minister with reference to the unfavourable result of an exploration of this route 
made by Mr. Surveyor Hardy. A trial survey had been promised by the Minister, and the delay to carry this out was. 
attributed by Mr. M'Killop to the unsatisfactory nature of the exploration. He maintained, however, that the discordance 
between Mr. Hardy’s conclusions and those of Mr. K. Mackenzie was due not to any error made by the latter but to a 
defect in Mr. Hardy’s “aneroid.” They had tested the instrument on a fine morning, with the result that the levels were 
shown to be wrong to the extent of 70 feet in loss than 2J miles, and he referred the Minister to Mr. Hardy, who would 
admit the truth of this. The Minister caused Mr. M'Killop to be informed in reply that the Government was about to 
review the whole of the railway proposals.

A movement was started for making a lino from Cowra, via Canowindra and Eugowra, to Forbes which would pass, 
the promoters stated, through magnificent country and considerably lessen the distance to Sydney.

Mr. J. P. Sharkey, who, as a Government officer, had been engaged on a portion of the survey from Young, via 
Grenfell, to Forbes and Dubbo, furnished a report in regard to the nature of the country traversed by that line and to the 
prospects of the traffic to be expected. His opinion upon both points was of the most favourable character.

A deputation waited on the Colonial Secretary and the Minister for Works to advocate the construction of this line 
(Young, uZa Grenfell, to Forbes and Dubbo) and it then transpired that the plans, &c., of a survey made some years 
previously were destroyed in the Garden Palace fire. The speakers represented the prospects of such a line in very glowing 
terms. One gentleman stated the cost of carriage from Young to Grenfell only (33 miles) was considerably in excess of 
the freight from England or America to Australia. Sir Henry Parkes said that a glance at the map would convince any 
person that the line they proposed was deserving of consideration on several grounds, and he could promise them that it 
should bo considered with a sincere desire if it were for the general interest to comply with their request.

Mr. M'Killop addressed a letter “ to the Minister with a list of persons” from whom he had obtained undertakings 
(under seal) to give to the Government free of cost the land required for the Coombing-Forbes line.

Mr. Whitton reported that the Minister had already ordered surveys both from Cowra and from Coombing.
Mr. A. Stokes addressed the Minister, urging the adoption of a line from Borenore to Parkes, via Forbes. The line 

had already been surveyed to Forbes, and a survey thence to Parkes (19 miles) was all that would be required. The land 
through which such line would pass was equal in point of fertility' to any in New South Wales, and the line would run, 
moreover, through 40 miles of unalienated Crown land. The portion of the proposed line between Forbes and Parkes 
could be utilized hereafter for the line from Young to Dubbo, the construction of which was inevitable at no distant date. 
The line he proposed would pay as well as. any existing line. '

Mr. M'Killop forwarded original undertakings to give land in connection with the Coombing-Forbes proposal, and a 
list of persons who would look for compensation with amounts. The sum of the latter is £2,911.

Mr. M'Killop again wrote advocating the line from Coombing to Forbes, and giving a list of mining centres which 
would be commanded by the line.

About this time the lino, Young to Grenfell and Forbes was again mooted but with a difference. A list of reasons 
why a line should be constructed from Young, via Grenfell, Parkes,- and Forbes, to a point near Narromine was forwarded. 
The chief reasons assigned for this proposal were the following :—(1) Vast quantities of stock pass through Parkes en route 
from Queensland to a market, and if this railway were made such stock would be trucked ; (2) in times of drought a 
railway here would be the means of saving many thousands of sheep and cattle ; (3) Parkes had a large and increasing farming 
population; (4) hundreds of selectors had settled along the surveyed route, and, as these people would in any case 
require roads, the wisest policy would be to give them revenue-earning railways ; (5) they had no means of getting their 
surplus produce to a market; and (6) such a line would meet the views of all the persons in this district who had been 
agitating for a railway.

Messrs. Cooke and vStokes, Ms.P., forwarded to the Premier a copy of resolution carried at a public meeting held 
a few days previously in favour of the line Borenore to Forbes, via Cudal, and they requested that that scheme might be 
submitted to the Public Works Committee, and the approval of both Houses of Legislature obtained.

The Chairman of the Cudal Piailway League forwarded to Mr. Secretary Sutherland copy of resolution carried at a 
public meeting, held at Cudal, in favour of the construction of the line Borenore, via Cudal, to Forbes, as part of the 
through line to Wilcannia, as being shorter and cheaper than the Molong line.

Resolutions of a similar character were also carried at a public meeting, held at Bowan Park, where a league was at 
the same time formed to agitate for the Borenore route.

A statement of the case as between the rival routes (“ Borenore” and “Molong”) appeared in the Sydney Morning 
Herald, but as it was evidently inserted by a partisan it is not of much value as regards the merits of the matter, but some 
figures derived from official sources arc given, and are very significant.

Borenore, 
via Forbes, to 
Condobolin.

Molong-, 
via, Parkes, to 
•Condobolin.

128 miles 
£523,000 

192,612 
54,219

134 miles 
£608,684 

74,370 
14,940

Letters passed through post office, 1887 ................................................................................
/Newspapers ,, ........................................................................................

These figures it is assumed convey an accurate notion of the relative importance of the two districts.
Messrs. Stokes, Ross, M. D., Cooke, and Greene addressed a letter to the Minister, requesting that for reasons stated, 

the entire line Molong to Parkes and Forbes might be referred as one section to the Railway Commissioners for report. 
They were informed in reply that the course suggested had been already adopted.

’ The tinder Secretary minuted for information in regard to the line Young, via Grenfell and Parkes, to Forbes, the 
Minister having to receive a deputation on the subject.
. Mr. Deane reported that this was a portion of a projected line from Young, via. Dubbo, to Werris Creek to connect 
the Southern and Northern systems as under :—

Young to Grenfell, 34 miles....................................................................................................... £7,804 per mile.
Grenfell to Forbes, 38 miles....................................................................................................... £9,699 ,, ,,
Forbes to Parkes, 20J miles .................................................................................................... £4,950,, ,,

These estimates (from Young to Forbes) were for heavy permanent way materials. If it were decided to make a 
light railway the sections must be regraded and new estimates prepared. The section Forbes to 'Parkes had been thus 
treated, and the estimates reduced from £7,202 to £4,950 per mile, but the length had been increased from 19 to 20/- miles. 
This section had been submitted to the Railway Commissioners. "

Mr. G. H. Greene, M.P., wrote to the Minister reviewing what had taken place in regard to the proposal to make a 
line from Young, toz Grenfell and Forbes, striking the Great Western Railway about Dubbo or Narromine, dwelling 
especially on the favourable reply said to have been given by the Premier to a deputation which waited upon him on the 
subject, urging that immediate action should be taken in the matter, and intimating that the people would be quite 
satisfied if the line were referred to the Railway Commissioners to be dealt with on its merits.

The Under Secretary, by direction of Mr. Secretary Bruce Smith, requested] the Railway Commissioners to advise 
him witli regard to this proposal.

Mr. A. Stokes, M.P., forwarded to the Minister a letter which he had received from the Secretary of the Forbes 
Tenants’ Union, embodying resolutions carried at a recent meeting of that body, to the effect that the Government be asked 
to refer the following railway routes to the Commissioners :—“via Molong to Forbes ; via Borenore to Forbes ; via Cowra 
to Forbes and Young to Dubbo ; via Grenfell, Parkes and Forbes,” for early report, and that a number of members of the 
Assembly be asked to unite to form a strong deputation to the Minister to represent the matter. '

The Minister caused Mr. Stokes, M.P., to be informed that he was so'impressed by the representations made that 
he had given instructions for the several routes to be reported upon at once. A



APPENDIX. 19

A meeting of the Crown Tenants’ Union was held at Forbes, and was attended by a number of the members of the 4/6/89. 
local Railway League. The object of the meeting was to arrive at an understanding as to which of the several railway 
proposals should receive the joint support of the two bodies. Ultimately a motion was carried that the Government be 
asked to submit the following surveyed railway routes to the Railway Commissioners for early report :—“Borenore to 
Forbes ; via Molong and Parkes to Forbes ; Cowra to Forbes ; Young to Dubbo Kia'Grenfell, Parkes, and Forbes ; and to 
construct the line which was best in the interests of the district and the Colony at large.”

Dr. Ross, M.P., in fulfilment of a promise made to the Minister, addressed a letter to that gentleman, giving a n/l2/89. 
resamd of the facts in connection, with the Molong to Forbes scheme. Dr. Ross stated that this line was submitted and’ 
passed by both Houses of Parliament by an overwhelming majority—68 to 2—and, therefore had received the all but unani
mous sanction of both Houses. It was rejected by the Council. The amount for the construction of the line—£705,000— 
was included in the Loan Bill of 1881, and the money had long since been obtained. Out of that money part of the line—
Orange to Molong—had since been constructed. He felt sure that the extension to "Wilcannia, originally proposed and 
carried in 1881, was the correct policy. That line was “ the great natural outlet or national line to tap the Darling.” The 
country, except for a few miles at Bumbeury, was not barren, as had been stated. It was, on the contrary, “ magnificent 
fertile country,” and “a great deal of it still Crown land.” By a resurvey of the line the cost of construction had been 
reduced from £6,000 to £3,500 per mile. It was no question of localism or contending petty interests, but of a great' 
national undertaking in which the best interests of the country and the development of the north-west interior were 
involved. Dr. Ross went on to say that he believed the intention of the Public Works Act was that only such lines as 
were approved by Government should be submitted to the Committee, and if so it was an infringement of the Act to refer, 
the question of rival lines for their arbitrement. With his letter he forwarded certain documents—presumably of 
statistics—which, if now on the file, cannot be identified, and expressed a confidence that the Molong line with its 
extension to Wilcannia, would be “ backed up” by the Minister and his colleagues.

The Under Secretary, under instructions from the Minister, directed Mr. Thompson, the land valuer to explore the 1 fifi9- 
country between Molong and Parkes—5 miles on each side of the proposed line—and to report, as to the nature of the 
country and its capabilities—mining, agricultural, or pastoral; the population, and their occupations; the principal indus
tries; the number of schools,, and the attendance ; the existing traffic, &c., &c. He was also to return via Forbes and 
Young, and report generally as to the country between those places.

These instructions were subsequently modified by a telegram, directing Mr. Thompson to return from Forbes by way 26(7/89. 
of Cudal and Borenore, and to abandon the journey to Young.

The Under Secretary declined to comply with a request from Dr. Ross for a copy of the Railway Commissioners’ 26/7/89. 
report on the Molong-Forbes line.

Messrs. Dalton and Torpy, Ms.P., forwarded to the Minister a pamphlet, purporting to contain an accurate state- 30/7/89. 
ment of the case between the two rival lines—the Borenore-Forbes and the Molong-Parkes, and statistics of the country 
traversed by each of the two routes. The bulk of the statistics have already appeared in this paper, and, moreover, they .
are embodied in another document which will come specially under the notice of the Committee. This being so it is "
Unnecessary to swell an already too-ample paper by any attempt to condense such statistics here. The object of the pam
phlet was to show that the Borenore line is in every way the best, and Messrs. Dalton and Torpy maintained that, if 
constructed it would show as good financial results as any line in the railway system. The Under Secretary directed that 
Mr. Thompson should embody the statistics contained in this pamphlet—after verification—in his report.

Dr. Ross forwarded copy of resolutions carried at a public meeting held at Molong, to the following effect:—(1) That 3/8(89. 
the statement (assumed to have been made) that the Molong route passed through barren, rocky, and uninhabited 
country, was mendacious and misleading, and (2) that the Molong line was the best in every way, and should be constructed 
on the principle of “the greatest good to the greatest possible number.” The Under Secretary in reply informed Dr. Ross 
that the Minister had arranged to have all statements thoroughly sifted by independent persons.

Messrs. Dalton and Torpy, Ms.P., had an interview with the Under Secretary (in the absence of the Minister) with 2W89- 
reference to a deputation from the Cudal Railway League, which was to have waited on the Minister this day, but had 
failed to put in an appearance.1 They explained that the non-attendance of the deputation was due probably to their having' 
seen in the Orange newspaper an announcement that the Government had finally determined to adopt the Molong-Parkes 
route, and they asked that if that line were to be proposed that session the reports of Messrs. Thompson and Harper might 
be laid upon, the Table of the House.

The report of the Railway Commissioners will be submitted to the Committee 
the Land Valuer.

; also the reports of Mr. Thompson,

C.A.B.,
■ 2/2/90.

There is no trace 
on the file of any 
report from Mr. 
Harper.

Cl.
Precis oe Further Papers relating to the Proposed Railway Lines to Forbes.

The following is 3.pr6ds of further papers which have been found referring to the question of Railway routes to Forbes :—
22/1/86.—Dr. Ross, M.P., wrote to the Minister expressing a hope that the “suicidal policy” of carrying the line to 

Forbes by way of Cudal would not be persisted in. The line via Molong, as carried in the House by seventy-two votes to 
two, was the best route to Wilcannia, and the shortest by at least 40 miles'—meaning a saving of £280,000. The plans of 
the Molong route had been laid on the table of the House and approved by both Houses.* He hoped the “monstrous” 
resolution to carry the line by way of Cudal would be rescinded, and the original line by way of Cudal-Molong adopted 
again.

14/10/86.—The Hon. W. H. Suttor wrote to the Minister stating that if the Government intended to survey a trial
line from the Murrumburrah and Blayney line he would suggest that such survey should start from Eugowra, on the Bore
nore to Forbes line, and work back to the Murrumburrah and Blayney line. From Canowindra the country should be 
explored towards Lyndhiirst, Wood’s Flat, and'Cowra, and he was confident ani almost level line would be found.

Mr. Palmer reported that a survey from Eugowra had been commenced.
19/10/86.—Mr. Whitton reported to the Minister that, in compliance with instructions' from the latter, surveyors 

had been detailed to make a ’trial-survey from a point about 12 miles north of Cowra'(M. and B. line) to a point near 
Eugowra.

22/10/86.—Mr. Baker, M.P., also addressed the Minister in advocacy of a line to Forbes from some point on the 
Murrumburrah-Blayney jine. , , . '

30/10/86.—The hon. secretary of the Cowra Railway League, addressed the Minister by telegram, asking that a 
line might be surveyed (a Hying survey) from Grinshaw’s selection, or other accessible point, on the Belabula River, to a 
point at or near Cowra. The League was prepared to give the surveyors every assistance.

The Engineer-in-Chief reported that the surveyors were then engaged in making a survey from Eugowra, via Cano 
windra, to Wood’s Flat. ■ ■

_ 26/11/86.—Mr. Secretary Lyne paid an official visit to Orange, and was waited upon by a deputation from Cudal, 
relative to the Orange to Forbes Railway {via Cudal), which had been rejected by the Council. The district, the deputa
tion said, had a right to a railway by reason of its settlement and productiveness. Large areas of land had been taken up 
and cultivated, but the crops were wasted, because, for want of the means of transit, it did not pay to send them to market. 
They asked, therefore, that the linemight.be resubmitted, to Parliament,, and they promised to arm the Minister with 
statistics of the population, productions, and resources of the district. The

* A mistake only by the Assembly, It was rejected by the Council.
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The Minister said, in reply, that this line had been carried in the Assembly by an overwhelming majority, but had 
been most unwisely rejected by the Council. In the debate on the question, it was stated that a lino could be found between 
Cowra and Forbes which could be made for £2,500 or £3,000 a mile, and that route was being surveyed. Full inquiry 
would be made as to the best route, taking all circumstances into consideration. Upon the result of that inquiry would 
depend which of the several alternative routes would be adopted.

20/1/87.—The Engineer-in-Chief reported that the trial survey from Eugowra to Wood’s Flat was completed ; that 
if the line were taken from Wood’s Flat instead of from Borenore, the distance from Sydney to Forbes would be increased 
by 6J miles, while there would be 272 miles of railway more to construct. The estimate showed a reduction of £18^700 
as compared with the estimated cost of the line from Borenore to Forbes. The reason of this large saving would be appa
rent on an inspection of the diagram section and table of gradients.

A comparative statement of the cost, as estimated, of the two routes, was prepared at the Minister’s request, and it 
appeared that the estimate for the line from Borenore was £565,242, and of the line from Eugowra £383,235, the chief item 
of difference being earthwork £109,000, bridges-£23,000, stations £10,000, culverts £12,000, and permanent way £10,000.

11/3/87.—A deputation waited on Mr. Secretary Sutherland, and stated that the survey recently completed from 
near Cowra (Wood’s Flat) to Forbes—known as Townsend’s line—would practically shut out the best agricultural land in 
the district, be of no benefit to the bulk of the selectors, and not serve the principal mining industry. They suggested a 
line from Forbes, via Long’s Corner, to Coombing or Carcoar, which, from every point of view, would be the best that could 
be adopted. The route had been examined by Mr. Mackenzie, a qualified engineer, who estimated that a line could be 
constructed here for £400,000, less by £150,000 than the estimated cost of the line via Borenore. They asked that an official 
examination of this line might be made.

The Minister informed the deputation that he would have an examination of the country made as requested, and in 
dealing with the railway policy would consider all the facts, but they must bear in mind that it was not always the Shortest 
or the cheapest line which was the best.

A petition was presented by the deputation, but it is not on the file.
14/3/87.—A report of the above proceedings having appeared in the papers, and certain statements having been made 

as to the acquiescence of the people of Cudal in the proposal, the hon. secretary of the Cudal Railway League wrote to the 
Minister, denying that they had in any way concurred in the proposal referred to, and stating that it would be impossible 
to get a line from Cadia to Cargo, through the high southern spurs of the Canoblas, which would compare at all favourably 
with the worst part of the Borenore route, that the cost would be much beyond Mr. Mackenzie’s estimate, and that the 
only result of a survey of this Coombing route would be to delay the making of a railway.

28/4/87.—The surveyor appointed, in compliance with the Minister’s promise, to examine this route, reported that 
he started from the point on the Murrumburrah-Blayney line indicated by Mr. Mackenzie, that the crossing of Flyers, 
Creek showed 40 feet of bank and 40 feet of cutting, which would, however, be lessened by a detour, increasing distance but 
easing grades, cuttings, and banks, and that the country passed through was for the most part of the finest description and 
pretty well populated. The distance from Coombing to Long’s Corner, as scaled from parish maps, was 43 miles 20 chains, 
increased on actual survey to 45 or 48 miles, probably. The line was well worth a trial survey, but Mr. Mackenzie had 
much under-rated cost of construction. The proposed line ran within 20 miles of Orange, 1 mile of Burnt Yards, 3 miles of 
Cadia, 30 miles of Molong, through the township of Cargo, 13 miles of Canowindra, 8 miles of Cudal, and 4 miles of 
Toogong.

31/1/88. The hon. secretary of the Coombing-Forbes Railway League forwarded to the Minister three undertakings to 
give land required for the Coombing line, free of cost, to the Government, and intimated that others were holding back 
from a fear that direct damage might be done by the cutting up of their farms.

29/5/88.—A petition, signed by 545 residents of Grenfell, was presented to the Legislative Assembly, praying for 
the construction, as early as possible, of a line from Young through Grenfell, Forbes, and Parkes, to Dubbo, and repre
senting the advantages which would accrue to the district and to the country from such a line, and the disabilities and 
losses the district suffered from the want of the means of conveying their produce to a market.

6/6/88.—A petition in the same sense, signed by eighty-seven residents of Young, was presented.
Aug., 89. —A request was sent to the Minister, signed by fifty-two residents of Cadia—that the proposed line 

Coombing to Forbes, might be referred to the Railway Commissioners for report.
17/9/89.—The hon. secretary of the Coombing-Forbes Railway League(Mr. J. M'Killop) forwarded a petition, signed 

by 243 residents near the line of the proposed Coombing-Forbes railway, praying that that line might be submitted to the 
Railway Commissioners. They stated that it was the most central of all the proposed routes, and would serve the largest 
number of people ; that it would secure the most traffic, and that it would serve many hundreds of settlers who were 
entirely neglected by any other route. The petitioners, in referring to the comparative cost of the several rival routes, 
give figures which are so absurdly inaccurate that it would be folly to quote them.

Mr. Deane reported that he could not recommend this line, that it would be nearly twice as expensive as the rival 
routes from Wood’s Flat and Cowra, and that if Forbes was to be connected with the Blayney line, in preference to 
Molong or Borenore, the junction should be at Cowra, as the line would have better grades and be easier to construct.

The following is the length and estimated cost of each of the several proposed lines of railway to Forbes :—
Length. Estimate.

Miles. Chains. £
Borenore to Forbes, via Cudal'............................................................................ 66 46 565,242
Wood’s Flat to Forbes, via Eugowra................................................................. 64 0 383,235
Combing to Forbes, via Long’s Corner ............................................................  83 3 714,845
Cowra to Forbes, via Canowindra ....................................................................  64 73 389,540

_ 19/2/90. The hon. secretary of the Cowra Railway League forwarded to the Railway Commissioners statistics 
referring to a radius of 8 miles from Cowra and 6 miles on either side of the proposed line, Cowra to Forbes, for the year 1889.

Land-owners.........................................................................................................
Land-holdings ....................................................................................................

,, cultivated ................................................................................................
Stock sheep .......................................................................................................

,, cattle ........................................................................................................
„ horses .......................................................................................................

Pigs ............................................................................................. .........
Goods traffic between Cowra and Forbes, conveyed by 104 carriers’ teams.
Population of Cowra.........................................................................................

,, District of Cowra.............................................................................
Schools ,, , ,, ........................... ..................................................
Attendance .........................................................................................................

Cowra Station earnings, 1887.............................................................................
„ „ 1888..............................................................................
,, ,, 1889..............................................................................

And for the first month of 1890 the earnings amounted to ......................

157
130,403 acres.

8,786 „ 
138,423 

4,382 
1,930 
1,594
5,183 tons.
1,800
5,000

10
594
£

16,026
28,682
36,742

5,359
C.A.B., 27/2/90.

P,
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Details op Estimated Cost op Proposed Railway.

• Department op Public Works.
RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION BRANCH.

Proposed Railway from Molong to Parkes, via Flagstone Creek.
Estimated cost of constructing a single line of railway (exclusive of cost of land and compensation). 

Length of mainline, 51 miles 12'95 chains ; length of sidings, 3 miles 2'59 chains. Total, 54 miles 15'54 chains.

Class of Work.

Excavations .................................................... ..........................................................................
Culverts—■

No. 12— 3 ft....................................................................................................................
No. 20— 4 ft............................................................................................................
No. 8— 5 ft................................................................ .......................... ........................
No. . 3— 6 ft. 6 in...........................................................................................................

. No. 3— 8 ft.....................................................................................................................
No. 4—10 ft....................................... :..........................................................................
No. Ill— Box drains........................................................................................................
No. 20— Rail openings, aggregating sixty-eight openings ......................................

Bridges—■
No. 69— Treble spans of 6 ft......................... ...............................................................
No. 1— Bridges of more than three spans of 6 ft., aggregating five spans ........
No. 24— Single spans of 10 ft. 6 in..............................................................................
No. 4— Treble ,, ,, ............................................................................
No. 3—• Bridges of more than three spans of 10 ft. 6 in., aggregating twenty-four

spans ........................................................................................................
. No. 4— Single spans of 24 ft........................................................................................

No. 1— Treble ,, ,, ............................... ....................................................
No. 5— Bridges of more than three spans of 24 ft., aggregating thirty-one spans

Overbridges—
No. 1— Roadway 18 ft. wide .....................................................................................

No. —Level crossings ...... ..................................................................................................
Diversions of roads...................................................................................................................
Permanent way and ballasting................................................................................................
No. •—Stations ....................................................................................................................
No. —Water supplies ............;...........................................................................................
Fencing .......................................................................................................................................
Turntables.................................................................................................................................
Signals ......................................................................................................................................

Estimated Cost 
of Works of each 

Class.

£ s. d.

1,250 0 0
2,755 0 0
2,427 10 0
1,340 10 0
2,310 0 0
3,915 0 0
1,672 10 0

952 10 0

8,077 0 0
225 15 0

5,113 15 0
1,198 0 0

1,238 0 0
1,753 0 0

621 0 0
4,528 0 0

Total Cost.

£ s. d. 
76,475 0 0

16,623 0 0

22,754 10 0 
629 10 0 

10,547 5 0 
3,027 10 0 

118,075 10 10 
29,036 10 0 

4,500 0 0 
15,512 10 0 

750 0 0 
1,800 0 0

Cost of works ..........................
Engineering and Contingencies 10 per cent.

299,731 5 10 
29,973 2 7

Total, say

Average cost per mile, say

329,700 0 0 

6,444 0 0

329,704 8 5 

6,444 6 5

Engineer-in-Chief’s Office,
30th April, 1889.

W. H. QUODLING,
For the Engineer-in-Chief,

Department of Public Works. '
RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION BRANCH,

Proposed Railway Jrom Parkes to Forbes.
Estimated cost of constructing a single line of Railway (exclusive of cost of land and compensation). 

Length of main line, 20 miles 40 chains ; length of sidings, 1 mile 2 chains. Total, 21 miles 42 chains.

Class of Work.
Estimated Cost 

of Works of each 
Class.

Total Cost.

Excavations .............................................................................................................................
Culverts—

No. 40—Box drains ......................................................................................................
Bridges—

No. 5—Single spans of 6 ft...........................................................................................
No. 2—Treble ,, .............................................................. ‘.......................
No. 10—Single spans of 10 ft. 6 in...............................................................................
No. 1—Double ,, ,, ...........................................................................
No. 2—Treble ,, „ ...........................................................................
No. 2—Bridges of more than three spans of 10 ft. 6 in., aggregating 120 spans.

No. —Level Crossings .......................................................................................................
Diversions of Roads..................................................................................................................
Permanent Way and Ballasting..............................................................................................
No. —Stations ..................................................................................................................
No. 1—Water Supply...........................................................................................................

s. d.

581 10 0 
233 2 0 

1,537 10 0 
173 0 0 
477 15 0 

5,085 15 0

Fencing
Signals..

Cost of Works ...........................
Engineering and Contingencies ,

Total, say ..........................

Average cost per mile, say .

12| per cent. 

100,400 0 0 

4,895 0 0.

£ s. d. 
15,546 5 0

750 0 0

8,088 12 0 
2,076 13 6 

552 10 0 
44,939 1 4 

9,059 0 0 
1,500 0 0 
6,336 0 0 

350 0 0

89,198 1 10 
11,149 15 2

100,347 17 0

4,895 0 4

Engineer-in-Chief’s Office,
^ 27th September, 1889,

H. DEANE, '
Acting Engineer-in-Chief.

a
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E.
Railway Line Pakkes to Forbes.

Extract from Report by Mr. J. It. Thompson, Land Valuer.
The country between Parkes and Forbes is undulating with wide flats and long stretches of level land. The undulatiops 
are low ridges, many of them showing outcrops of quartz, and most of the flats have been more or less extensively worked 
for gold. The country is generally lightly timbered with white box, white pine, she-oak, &c., and some small black soil 
plains formerly covered with myall, but now denuded of that timber.

The soil throughout is of good quality, and a large proportion is fit for cultivation, and would in good seasons produce 
abundant crops. As pasture land it is of the very best description.

The town of Forbes is situated on the right bank of the Lachlan River, about 20 miles from Parkes. It is built on 
three hills, divided from each other by low flats, which are liable to inundations during excessive floods.

These three divisons of the town are known locally as “ North Hill,” Forbes proper, and “ Camp Hill,” or South 
Forbes.

North Hill has many scattered buildings on it, mostly used for residential purposes.
Forbes proper is upon a low elevation, nearly circular in shape, and which, during high floods, is an island. It is, 

however, well laid out, and compactly built. It contains a fine court-house, post and telegraph offices, and a number of 
other very superior public buildings.

The business premises in this part of the town are, many of them, large and substantial buildings, and the original 
weatherboard houses, shops, and hotels are being rapidly replaced by premises of a much superior description.

The streets are unusually well made, and tree-planting in them has been carried on to a greater extent than I have 
seen elsewhere. A good water supply is forced from the river to a reservoir on Camp Hill, and thence it gravitates 
throughout the town, which is thoroughly reticulated. The permanence of the supply has been assured by the construction 
of a weir across the river, which dams the water back for about 8 miles, and which, I may mention incidentally, cost only 
about £250. Camp Hill, or South Forbes, is south of the preceding divisions, and extends to the river bank. It is a con
siderable elevation, and is well built. On it are the hospital, police barracks, gaol, and water reservoir, and a considerable 
number of private residences and places of business, the latter including a large flour-mill and a brewery.

Forbes is even now a town of considerable importance, and taken together with the adjacent town of Parkes, whose 
interests are almost identical, and I think inseparable—and situated as they are in the centre of a magnificent pastoral 
country, and with fairly good seasons, an immense area of prolific soil, they are the seat of considerable local trade, and 
with improved means of transit will probably be found to be—as they are now to a great extent—a most convenient and 
central stock market, in which buyers and sellers from the western and north-western, and from the southern districts 
respectively, -would meet and effect their transactions. '

G-old-mining is still carried on about Forbes, but not at present to any great extent.
In the vicinity of Forbes, and chiefly on the banks of the river, there is a large extent of cultivation, chiefly wheat, 

hay, and fruit, for which the climate and soil are well adapted. As to fruit, I beg to state that all the English summer fruits 
flourish well, and that fruits of the citrus family are produced in abundance and of excellent quality. Several irrigation 
plants have been constructed along the river, and the beneficial effect upon crops of all kinds is very great.

F.
Report by Mr. J. B. Thompson, Land Valuer, on Proposed Railway Extension prom Molong to Parkes, via

Manildra.
Department of Public Works, Valuation Branch, Sydney, 27 July, 1889.

In compliance with your instructions of 12/7/89, received 15/7/89,1 have now the honor to report, as desired by the Minister, 
first, as to the nature of the country between Molong and Parkes and its capabilities, whether for mining, agricultural, or 
pastoral pursuits ; second, statistics in regard to the population, and the various occupations; third, a statement of the 
principal industries of the district; fourth, the number of schools and attendance thereat; and fifth, an idea of the traffic 
which passes along the roads between the places named, and any other particulars which might tend to throw light upon 
the question of the construction of the railway between the places mentioned

1.—As to the nature of the country between Molong and Parkes, and its capabilities, whether for mining, agricultural, or
pastoral pursuits.

I have carefully explored the country in accordance with my instructions, for a distance of about 5 miles on either 
side of a line connecting the towns mentioned. Before reporting in detail on the localities inspected, I may state generally 
that although the country for a distance of about 23 miles from Molong varies much in character, the whole of it is either 
pine ridges, usually rocky and poorly grassed, which occur at distant intervals, low gravelly hills well grassed and timbered 
with white box occurring more frequently than the former, or slightly undulating or level land suitable for agricultural 
purposes, of which there are thousands of acres of the very best description, and on which a considerable population is 
already settled. I shall now proceed to describe my exploration in detail and its results.

For a distance from Molong of about 3 or 4 miles along the] road to Parkes, the country is rough and stony but well 
grassed; thence for a further distance of about 15 miles by a breadth of about 10 miles the country generally is of good 
quality and comprises localities, within arbitrary lines, laid down by myself for convenience of reference and description, 
without regard to parish boundaries. These localities I shall refer to as Garra, Gregra, Gumble, Manildra, and Mandagery, 
and excepting Gregra, they are so designated after the principal creeks by which they are watered.

Garra, which is about 8 or 10 miles west of Molong, and lying north of the proposed railway, contains, approximately, 
about 15,000 acres of land, a large proportion of which—about 6,000 or 7,000 acres—may be cultivated to advantage; the 
hills and their slopes being mostly deep chocolate soil of the best description, which is admirably adapted for the growth ' 
of cereals and fruit, and I think specially so for grapes. Some of the flats are light reddish sandy loam, which in fairly 
good seasons would produce abundant crops of wheat, and a considerable area is used for that purpose. Of the residue, 
about 6,000 acres is pasture land of good quality, being often white-box forest, well grassed, but rather too stony for culti
vation, and about 2,000 or 3,000 acres consist of rocky pine forest ridges of little if any value.

Gregra, in which isBocoble Creek, lies south of Garra and of the proposed railway and is of similar character to the 
Garra country, except that the southernmost portion of the area inspected is rich basaltic soil, and that the proportion of 
pasture land is somewhat larger.

Gumble is north of the proposed railway, and about 15 miles westerly from Molong. It contains an area of about 
16,000 acres, and Mandagery, south of the proposed line, and of Gumble, contains a similar area. They do not differ in any 
important respects from Garra and Gregra. The agricultural land is equally good, the pasture land is of similar character, 
but the pine ridges form a smaller portion of the total area.

Manildra, about 20 miles from Molong, and extending about 5 miles north and the same distance south of the proposed 
railway, contains a large area of first rate agricultural land, chiefly on Manildra Creek, and between that creek and the 
lower part of Dulladerry Creek, but there is in this division a larger proportion of pine ridges (which are spurs from Croker’s 
dividing range) than in any of the localities previously described.

At or mear a point about 23 miles from Molong, there is a marked change in the character of the country for about 15 
miles along the proposed line and for a distance of about 5 miles to the north. This includes the heads of Dulladerry, 
Billabong and Bindagandri Creeks, Croker’s Range, and spurs therefrom, and with the exception of a considerable extent 
of good land on those creeks the country is unfit for agriculture and inferior for pasturage. It, however, contains some- 
extensive forests of ironbark, from which an unlimited quantity of railway sleepers and fencing might be obtained. South 
of the proposed line, for the same distance, most of the country is very different and far superior. The Goambing country 
at the head of Reedy Creek, and the country at the head of Moura Creek, containing together an areaof about 10,000acres, 
is of first rate quality ,-jnuch of it, probably about one-third, being rich agricultural soil and the remainder white box pasture 
and of the best description. Outside this area and within the 15-mile length mentioned there is some good pasture laud, 
and some iron bark forest which is of little value, except for the timber thereon.
' ' ' The
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The foregoing brings me within about .10 or 12 miles of Parkes, and from thence to the town, whether it be approached 
by Flagstone Creek or Billabong Creek, the country is a wide expanse of good land, of practically unlimited extent, a great 
part of which, notably on the Billabong and Goobang Creeks, is of the most fertile description ; and those parts which 
might be considered too light and sandy for cultivation, are splendid pasture land. These remarks refer to the country 
lying east, north-east, and south-east of the town ; and I have to add that the country around Parkes, to the north, west, 
and south, is equally good for a distance of 4 or 5 miles, and I have no doubt far beyond the distance named, to which want 
of time compelled me to limit my inspection.
_ _ As to its capability for mining pursuits, I have to report that, except in the vicinity of Parkes, where gold-mining
is still carried on with vigour and success, the only discoveries of any importance between Molong and Parkes have been 
Delaney’s Dyke Gold-mine, about 8 miles north-west of Garra, which is now being worked with encouraging results, and a 
mineral deposit in the Gumble country, known locally as the Tin-mine, on which two shafts—now idle—have been sunk, 
and at the mouths of which some very fine specimens of copper carbonates and other ores are lying; but whether suffi
ciently rich, or in sufficient quantity to pay, I could not ascertain. In many other places what is technically known as the 
colour of gold has been found, but hitherto nothing payable. ' ' '

I shall conclude my remarks under this head by stating briefly, and by way of recapitulation, that while between 
Molong and Parlies there is, in the pine ridges and ironbark forests referred to above, a large area of inferior country, there 

. is a much larger area of country well adapted for agricultural or pastoral purposes, and, taking the one with the other, 
the average is good. 1 have been led to this opinion by the careful and thorough examination which I have made, and its 
accuracy is, to some extent at least, borne out by the fact that the Brymedura and Billabong runs, which formerly extended 
from Molong to the site of the present town of Parkes, and embraced the whole of. the intervening country^ were long 
regarded as two of the best runs in the western district. ' '"

2.—Statistics in regard to the Population and the various Occupations.
I have found it impossible to procure statistics for which I could personally vouch, but such as I have been able to 

gather are appended to this report, with the exception of the paper marked A, which I received with my instructions ; 
those marked B, C, and D were furnished to me by J. A. Bose, Esq., Mayor of Parkes, whose signature they bear. I beg 
to state, with regard to them, that, although I believe they were compiled in good faith by Mr. Bose, and were strongly 
supported by other local gentlemen of respectability and position, I do not feel so satisfied that they are free from exag
geration, induced by strong local bias, as to feel justified in asking the Minister to view them as absolutely correct. It is 
only fair, however, to add, that after every allowance has been made for possible, or even probable exaggeration, they are 
sufficient to show that a large and important trade wmuld follow the establishment of the proposed Kailway, and so far I 
feel no hesitation in expressing my concurrence with them. - -

The occupation of the residents on and near the proposed railway may be briefly described, as, with very few exceptions, 
they combine sheep grazing with agriculture. It is worthy of note that nearly the whole area inspected by me is occupied 
by a most desirable class of colonists, viz., land fide selectors, men who selected land for themselves, fulfilled the conditions 
required by the law, and thereon made permanent homes for themselves and their families, and who, despite losses in stock 
and crops from the recent disastrous drought, are generally a thriving and well-to-do body of settlers.

Parkes itself is an important town. It has been incorporated about five years, and has a population of about 2,000 
souls within the municipal boundaries. The town proper is not more than about eighteen years old, and although it 
derived its origin from the gold diggings on which it was built, it has all the adjuncts which indicate a thriving and 
prosperous community, and which prove it to be the centre of considerable trade, such as churches (4), schools, banks (3), 
hotels (10), and stores &c. ' -

’ 3.—A statement of the princigml industries of the district. ■
I have already explained the extent and character of the pastoral and agricultural industries as far as my exploration 

extended, and I now beg to submit such particulars of the important industry of gold-mining as I think may be regarded as 
reliable. Some of these particulars are contained in a statement marked E herewith, showing the quantity of gold purchased 
by the local banks, from which it appears that the quantity for the last half-year is a considerable increase on the average 
for the previous three years ; and a statement given to me by the local mining registrar marked F herewith, which I only 
submit as it appears to contain one simple fact, viz., that “upwards of 600 miners’ rights have been issued here this year,” 
and as it incidentally refers to a considerable “ rush” about 16 miles north of Parkes. Concerning this rush I have heard 
most conflicting statements, but I think on the whole that the discovery is likely to prove important. Stone from five 
claims in the immediate vicinity of Parkes is regularly crushed at the “ Company’s machine” in the'town. Two of these 
claims, Hazlehurst’s and Quail and party’s are very rich, and the others are more than payable. A good deal of fossicking 
is also carried on, and there is reason to belive that there are many payable reefs in the neighbourhood awaiting- 
development. ' -

The only other industries necessary to mention are saw-mills, of which there are four at work, and another being 
erected, which are chiefly employed in cutting pine into flooring boards, and scantling of various kinds for building purposes 
and a large flour-mill in the town of Parkes. There is a large crushing machine at- work in the town and another about to 
be erected, of which part of the machinery is on the site.

Agricultural machinery such as strippers, reapers, mowers, and steam-threshers, chaff-cutters, &c., are largely used 
by farmers, and all the various handicraft trades are carried on in the town itself, but I do not think it necessary to refer to 
them more particularly.

4.—’The number of schools, and attendance thereat. ■
The following is.a list of schools visited by me between Molong and Parkes, and others around the latter town within 

a radius of about 8 miles, showing the position and average attendance :— ' 1 ......................... ....
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Public School-—Garra. Attendance 43. 8 miles from Molong. .
Do Gregra do 30 3J do Manildra.
Do Manildra do 30 Parkes Boad at do.
Do Meranburn do 40 . do 16 miles from Molong.
Do Bumberry do 27 do 30 do do.
Do Bindogandri do •24 8 miles from Parkes. . .
Do Goobang do 32 6 do do dp.-
Do Trelowarren do 30 1J do do do. .
Do Welcome do 28 2| do do do.
Do Tichbourne do 43 6 do do do.
Do No Mistake do 25 3 do do do.
Do Parkes do 180 town of Parkes.

K. C.— do do 60 do.

- Total average attendance ......  592
In addition to the above there are seven Public Schools northerly and north-westerly from Parkes, and from 8 miles 

to 20 miles distant, situated at Kadina (two schools), Warge Bock, Milpose, Bogan Gate, Brolgan, and Trundle.

5.—An idea of the traffic which passes along the roads between the places named (Molong and Parkes), and any other - 
particulars which might tend to throw light upon the question. ' v " ~

The traffic from Molong towards Parkes consists chiefly of the carriage of the usual merchandise to be found in 
country stores, with a large quantity of squatters’ and selectors’ supplies, such as rock-ralt; fencing wire, corrugated iron, 
wool bales, &c., and occasionally heavy machinery amounting to a weekly consignment of about 72 tons, as shown on the 
annexed paper marked B. The accuracy of this estimate might be roughly tested by a reference to the returns of the 
Molong Kailway Station, although those returns would not include goods forwarded from any of the business houses in 
Molong to their constituents along the route of the proposed railway, and thus would not be strictly accurate.

The up traffic would be mainly confined to the carriage of wool, live stock, sheep-skins, hides, and grain, and pos
sibly a little copper from Mount Hope. Of wool, the clip from at least 460,000 sheep must be carried to Molong, being 
about 407,000 depastured on the stations surrounding Parkes, and about 53,000 on and near the. proposed line, pr_ 
about 920 tons of wool. In addition to this there are many other large clips which the construction of a railway would

almost



I £9 642
24 Ai'PENDlSi

almost certainly attract to a stationer terminus at Parkes, amounting to about 1,306 (thirteen hundred) tons of wool. Ivfy 
authority for this estimate will be found on paper C, herewith, and I may say with reference to this most important statement, 
and to my previous remarks respecting these statistics generally, that I have consulted some station-managers, and they 
fully corroborated that statement as to the number of sheep, but they are of opinion—with which I agree—that the clips 
from Balgandramine, Mungery, Genanagy, and Wando Wandong, would most probably be conveyed to KTaramine, on the 
Great Western Railway. The live stock traffic would probably amount to about 100,000 fat and store sheep, and about 
1,500 head of cattle and horses. Grain, the production of which might be enormously increased, sheepskins, and hides 
would undoubtedly form considerable items in the traffic, but I regret that I am unable to give a sufficiently close approxima
tion to their quantities to justify me in quoting figures. The requirements of passenger traffic are, at present, sufficiently met 
by a daily four-horse coach and a few private vehicles, but this would be immediately and largely increased were railway 
communication established.

I have now dealt with the several aspects of this question as required by the Minister, and before all things I have 
endeavoured to give a thoroughly impartial and faithful report. I have, I hope, adequately appreciated the great importance 
of the duty entrusted to me by the Minister, and trust I have performed it in such a manner as to meet with his approval

I have, &c., -
J. B. THOMPSON,

‘ Land Valuer.
The Under Secretary for Public Works, Sydney.

Mr. Badham.—J.B., 10/9/89. Synopsis received.—C.A.B., 11/9/89. Put with proper file of papers.— 
D.C.M‘L„ 5/12/89.—Mr. Badham. The Minister promised to send this to Mr. Eddy for perusal. Do so.—J.B., 3/8/89.

(A.)
Statistics.

Collected from the Manildra and Garra Railway -League, showing the number of selectors, area of holding, area under 
. cultivation, number of stock, number of inhabitants, schools, with number of scholars on the Rolls, all adjacent to

the proposed line of railway from Molong, via Manildra, towards Parkes, &c., commencing 3 miles west of Molong 
and extending 20 miles only.

Collector. Landholders. Areas. Under culti
vation. Horses. Cattle. Pigs Sheep. Schools. Scholars 

on Rolls.
Popula

tion.

Mr. John Ruble, sen.... 55 15,674 1,984 285 461 33 3,748 Garra .............. 104+ 317
Mr. James A. Liscombe 26 13,179 1,150J 181 119 74 9,150 Meranburn ...... 57 195
Mr. Michael O’Donnell 16 7,626 1,128 94 201 53 5,000 Green Grove ... 35 110

27 6,684 1,171 125 95 35 1,650 48 147
33 9*602 ”873 114 149 50 4*800 145

Mr. Richard Gosper ... 22 3/178 460 83 70 49 1,800 115
Mj. H. P. Miller ...... 30 15,905 1,184 137 130 35 18,600 Manildra.......... 55 182

Totals .......... 209 71,848 7,9504* 1,019 1,225 329 44,748 5 299 1,211

*135,150 bushels wheat. flneluding night-school.
fJAMES A. LISCOMBE, Chairman; 
| JOSEPH WREN, Secretary.

Signed -(
| JOHN RUBIE, Chairman ;
1 BERTRAM GLASSEN, Secretary.

J Manildra Branch.

Garra Branch.

Goods coming from Molong to Parkes at present average about 72 tons a week, or 3,744 tons per annum.
The above includes goods for Parkes, fencing-wire, rock-salt, and building materials for the surrounding settle

ments. .
The above will be largely increased if a line is constructed -to Parkes, without taking away from earnings of lines now 

in use, as a considerable quantity of goods are taken delivery of at Molong by settlers in our own neighbourhood, and of 
which we have no record.

JOHN A. ROSE, .
----------------- Parkes, 27/7/’89.

. (B.)
Stations.—Wool from which will come to Parkes.

Bales.
Burrawang................................................................. 250,000
Woodlands ................................................................. 70,000
Melrose Plains ......................................................... 40,000
Balgandramine ......................................................... 60,000
Coradgery ................................................................. 50,000
Mungery..................................................................... 60,000
Trofifs ............................................ .'........................... 40,000
Gunningbland............................................................. 40,000
Curra ......................................................................... 20,000
Wanera ..................................................................... 15,000
Bartley’s Creek .......................   10,000

• Bales.
Burra Burra................................................................. 70,000
Gobondry..................................................................... 30,000
Murrumbogie and Wallanbillan.............................. 40,000
Genanagie ................................................................ 60,000
Brien Plains................................................................ 12,000
Wando Wandong ..................................................... 23,000
Blowclear..................................................................... 10,000
Nelungaloo................................................................. 50,000
Coobang ..........................................   30,000
Moura ............................................................................ 10,000

Total......................................................... 990,000
Owned by selectors to the north, north-west, and north-east of Parkes, viz., at Kadina, Mickibri, Genanagie,

Coradgery, Warge, Rock, Limestone, Wilga Vale, Melpose, and Trundle............................................................. *150,000

+1,140,000
When the selectors already here are fairly stocked they will have not less than 450,000 sheep.

JOHN A. ROSE,
----------------- Parkes, 27/7/89.

(C.)
Approximate number of fat stock that will be trucked annually at Parkes, 115,000 sheep and 2,000 cattle.

The above will be largely increased as the country becomes improved.
It is not possible, without a lot of trouble, to ascertain the quantity of land under cultivation at present. It will be 

fully one-third more this year than there was in 1887.
All the land in the parishes of Bindogandri, Beargamil, Kamandra, Coobong, Currajong, Parkes, and Milpose, 

immediately surrounding Parkes, has been alienated under the “ Repealed Acts.”
Under the 1884 Act up to date, 175,000 acres have been conditionally purchased, and 525,000 acres conditional 

leased.—Total, 700,000 acres.
Attached is the grain and other statistics taken by Senior-Constable Atkinson in 1887.

JOHN A. ROSE, Parkes, 27/7/89.
(D.

*The above wool comes here now from Molong. 11,140,000, say 10 bales to the 1 000 sheep, and 6 bales to the ton=2,280 tons.
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(D.)
Fkom a return furnished by Senior-Constable Atkinson, we gather that the total acreage under wheat in the Parkes 
agricultural district for 1887 was 3,306, and the total yield 41,863 bushels, giving an average per acre of 12§ bushels ; 1,512 
acres were under cultivation for the raising of other crops and for horticultural purposes, making a total of 4,817 acres under 
general cultivation. The average yield this year, as compared with that of 1886, shows a decline of 7J bushels. Owing to 
the severity of the late rains, several large paddocks have had to be left, through the crops having been so thoroughly 
beaten down as to make it a work almost of impossibility to get the stripper to work on them, the owners preferring to turn 
in their stock to eat it off.

(E.)
Gold Pokchased by Banks in Pakkes, 1886, 1887, 1888, and 1889.

Year. Banks. Retorted. Alluvial. Total each year.

1SS6......

1887......
A. J. S Bank .................................................................

1888......
A. J. S. Bank ....................................................-.......

1889 .....

A. J. S. Bank .................................................................
Union Bank .....................................................................

to 30/6/89. A. J. S. Bank ................................................................
Union Bank .....................................................................

oz. dwt. oz. dwt. gr. OZ. dwt. gr.
• 2,848 16 10 345 14 2

2,307 16 4 309 7 9 5,811 14 i
3,508 12 23 410 2 18
1,152 1 11 356 16 14 5,427 13 18
2,342 12 17 181 7 1
1,457 7 7 244 14 16

312 0 0 4,538 1 17
2,440 5 0 125 16 3

232 2 19 174 6 15
88 0 0 3,060 10 13

16,289 14 19 2,548 5 6 18,838 0 1

JOHN A. BOSE, Parkes, 29/7/89.

(F-)
Sir, Warden’s Office, Parkes, 27 July, 1889.

I have the honor to report that upwards of 600 miners’ rights have been issued here this year. There are about 
300 gold-bearing reefs in this division of the Lachlan mining district, which are capable of giving permanent employment for 
upwards of 10,000 men for years to come.

The whole of the country running north and south is gold-bearing, and extends over 5 miles westerly and about 55 
miles easterly.

The land is suitable for small settlers, and any extensive system of water conservation would make this one of the 
most prosperous districts in the colony of New South Wales. '

At the new township of Alectown, about 16 miles north, there are over 600 miners, many of them holding golden 
claims. X have &c.,

JAMES MILLAR,
J. B. Thompson, Esq. Mining Registrar,

G.
Railway prom Molong to Parkes, via Flagstone Creek.

Book of Reference to Parliamentary Plan.

Name of Parish.
No.
on

Plan.
Description of Property.

Names of

Owners. Lessees. Occupiers.

County of Ashburnham.
Molong .............. | 1 | Molong Rivulet

County of Wellington.
Gamboola .........

Molong ..............

2

3

Cleared land .........................................

County of A
Molong Rivulet.....................................

Mary Marsden ......

hburnham.
.............. Mary Marsden.

4 Town lot .............................................
5
6
7 Henry Bennett ......
S
9

10
11
12
13
14

16
17
18
19 Castle-street.........................................
20 Town lot .............................................
21
22
23
24 Hill-street............................................
25 Town lot .............................................
26
27 Road ......................................■..............
28 Town lot .............................................
29
30 Crown lot .............................................
31
32 Road ..................................................... ;}

31—D
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Name of Parish.
No.
on

Plan
Description of Property.

Names of

Owners. Lessees. Occupiers.

County of Ashburnham—continued

Molong

Brymedura ,

Gregra

Dulladerry.

33 Town lot........................................... Henry Packham ..................
34 Temporary Common................. Crown .
35 Road from Parkes . . .........
36 Temporary Common ......... . Crown.....................
37
38 Road.................................................
39 Bush land............................................ William Good .........
40 a ........................................... 11 ........
41
42 11 • * ’ •
43 Crown land................................... Crown . . .
44 Road ....................................................
45 Cnmn land........................................ Crown . .
48 Bush land................................ ’......... William Cook....
47 Crown land ........ ............................ .
48 Bush land........................................... John Burgess, Junr..
49 ,, ....................................... ,,
50 ,, ............................. .. 11
51 Crown land ... . .... Crown . . .
52 Richard Bradley............................ Richard Bradley. .
53 >1
54 >J .................. 11 *
55 ,, ......... ... 11
56 J» ... . ... 11 ....
57 >> .... ................ 11 •

58 Road . . ..................................
59 Bush land . .................................... Isaac Staines .
60 Bocoble Creek............... ....
61 Bush land.............................. . Isaac Staines
62 . . ........................ ii • •

J. Boardman ...63 } J ..... . .
Road . .....................................64

65 Bush land .............................. John Rubie, Junr. .
66 ,, ............................................... ,,
67 > > ... . 11 “

68 11 •
69 Main Road ... .........................
70 Bush land......................... John Rubie, Junr.
71 > > ‘ * j i *
72

Water Reserve............. . .
a

73 Cro^n . .
74 Freehold ......................... D M & P M M‘Callum
75 ,, ................................................. ,,
76 ,, ................................................ i > •
77 Road....................................... .
78 Bush land............................................... John Fleeting . . . ...................
79 11 .... ...

Road........................................... .
11 •

80 . - . .
81 Bush land ............... ... John Fleeting . ..
82 > j ... .... .

Road ...........................................................
H. Tanner H. P. Miller.

83
84 Bush land................ ................... H. P. Miller . .
85 Road ............................... * .
86 Bush land................................................. John Fleeting .
87 11 ....... ’ ’ * • * ,, .. ..
88 J} ..................... . .
89 ....................... . ....... T. Brettell .
90 Water Reserve . . .... Crown.........................
91 Crown land .... . ,, ................... .
92 Mandagery Creek ...............................
93 Crown land ................ . . . . Crown ......................
94 Town lot . ....................
95 Roads.................. .. . .. . .
96 Town lot........................... Crown.....................
96a Lane................................... ...

'97 Town lot . ... ........ Crown . . .
98 Road ...................................... .
99 Reserve.......................... ............. Crown.................

100 Road..................................................
101
102 Lane .......................... .........
103 Town lot ............................................ Crown.....................
104.

106 Road...................................................
107 Town lot................... . . Crown.....................
108 T nnf»
109 Town lot........................... . Crown.....................
no Road...................................................in Reserve................................................ Crown ..................
112
113 Reserve............................................ Crown ................
114 Bush land............................................. Charles Miller .... . . . .
115
116 Bush land ...................................... David Townsend .
117
118
jll9 George Dean .........

Henry Packham.

William Good. 

William Good.

William Cook.

John Burgess, Junr. 
} )

Richard Bradley.

Isaac Staines.

Isaac Staines.

J. Boardman.

John Ruble, Junr.

t 5 

J >

John Ruble, Junr.
> f

D M & P M. M'Callum
f >
> f

John Fleeting.

John Fleeting.
H. P. Miller.

H. R Milier.

John Fleeting.
})

T. Brettell,

Charles Miller.

David Townsend. 
George Dean. 
Richard Townsend.
George Dean.
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Name of Parish.
No.

Description of Property.
Names of

Plan. Owners. Lessees. Occupiers.

County of Ashburnham—continued,.
Dulladerry.

Terarra

Coonambra..

Cookamidgera ..

Kamandra .

Parkes

120 Bush land ...... ........... ;......................... . i
121
122
122a
123 Road .....................................................
124 Bush land .............................................
125
126 Road ....................................................
127 Bush land ........................... ..................
128 Road ............................................ .......
129 Bush land .......................... .....;........... . ♦ .
130
131
132 Road ............. ........................................
133 Bush land .......... ................ .................
134 Road .....................................................
135 Bush land .................................... .....
136 Road .............................................. . ...
137 Bush land .............................................
138
139 Crown land ..........................................
140 Bush land ............................................ Richard Shrumpton..
141
142
143 Reserve .................................................
144 Bush land ................. ............................
145
146 Crown land .........................................
147 Bush land ............................ ................
148 Road ......................................................
149
150 Road .....................................................
151
159
153
154
155
156 n
157
158 Thomas Dwyer ......
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178 Alfred Stokes........v.
179
ISO
181
182
183 **
184 , 1
185
186-
187
188
189 }i D. J. Haynes ..........
190
191
192 A. Grady..................
193 William Kearney ...
194
195
196
197
198
199

. 200
201
202

. 203 T. Jenkins .............
204

.205

. 206

George Dean.
Hector Angus.

' if
Roderick Angus. 

Roderick Angus.
a

William Williams.

William Williams.
)) 
t >

William Williams.

William Williams.

William Coomber.
>>

Richard Shrumpton. 

Arthur Townsend.

A. Ezzy.

Richard Gosper. 

Richard Gosper.

Robert Ezzy.
>>

Fred. Wyndham. 
George B. James. 
Richard Foster.

» »
Thomas Dwyer.

tt

Thomas Dwyer.

F. S. Hugo.'......

Alfred Stokes 
J. Colletts,

J. Colletts. ■ 
Patrick Flanagan. 
James Flanagan. 
W. E. Townsend.

Robert Salter.
it

D. J. Haynes.

A. Grady. 
William Kearney.

• it

Thomas Woods.

Daniel Cowles.

A. J. Cooling. 
T. Jenkins.

it
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Name of parish.
No.

Description of Property.
Names of

on
Plan. Owners. Lessees. Occupiers.

County of Ashburnham—continued.
T' 1 207

208
209
210 
211 
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220 
221 
222 
223

tt ...............
it ..............
>> ..............
it ..............
»l .......*......
it ......... . R. Coleman.............. R. Coleman.
l» ..............
tt ............. *

a ............... Henry Jones .......... Henry Jones.
>» ..............
tt ...............
tt ...............

it ...............

W. H. QUODLING
(For the Engineer-in-Chief).

Name of Parish.

Parkes
a
a

a

j» ........
>> ......

Martin ........
it .......

>> ........
tt t .......

Mumbidgle •, 
Forbes ........

»> .......
»» ........

it

tt

it

it

it

tt

tt

tt

tt

tt

it

tt

tt

tt

it

tt

it

ty
a
it

tt

a
it

tt

tt

it

it

tt

a
tt

it

>>

5 December, 1888,

H.
Parkes to Forbes Railway.

Book of Reference to Parliamentary Plan.

No. on Plan. Description of Property.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Water reserve and Temporary Common ......

8c
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45

Reserve ............................................................

46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57

Names of Owners.

Crown.

t >
Benjamin Robinson. 
Crown.

E. P. Judd.
Crown.

it 
tt 
it' 

i t
John Bartley.

Richard Barton.
Crown.

J)
tt

W. P. Jones.
Crown.
C. F. Cooper.
Crown.
J. Tompkinson.
Joseph Dickson.
Crown.
T. Lewis.
J. Shaw.
Crown.
X. Lewis.
Crown.
T. Lewis and J. M'Innes. 
Crown.

JOHN WHITTON,
Engineer-in-Chief for Railways.

' PARLIA.MENTAEY



PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS,

SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

RAILWAY FROM MOLONG TO PARKES AND FORBES.

REPORT.

lr0UR Committee, appointed on the 12th February, 1890, to inspect, take evidence, 
and report upon the proposed railway from Molong to Parkes and Forbes, proceeded 
to Orange on the 21st February. They sat at the Court-house, Orange, on the 
morning of the 22nd February, when Mr. J. E. Tonkin was unanimously appointed 
chairman. The Committee subsequently took evidence with regard to the proposed 
railway. Ten witnesses were examined. Their testimony strongly favoured the 
construction of a railway to Forbes via Borenore and Cudal. It was pointed out that 
this route would be 17 miles shorter than the route via Molong and Parkes. Mr. 
Crouch, District Surveyor, produced a map showing the whole of the land on both 
routes alienated, unalienated, and reserved in his district. It appeared that a large 
area of land had been reserved for railway purposes upon the Molong-Parkes route, 
between Meranburn and Bumberry. The total area of land reserved for all purposes 
within 1 mile of the suggested route via Cudal in the Orange district was 12,700 
acres as against 17,100 acres similarly situated on the Molong-Parkes route. In 
the judgment of Mr. Crouch, almost the entire district was suitable for agriculture, 
and contained a large amount of small settlements. Mr. Stobo, land agent, of the 
Orange district, said that although almost all the good land in the district available 
for selection had been taken up, frequent inquiries were made concerning la'nd upon 
the leasehold areas, which would be thrown open to settlement in the course of a 
few months. Approximately, 20,000 acres would he thrown open to selection in the 
Molong district, and the witness anticipated that the whole of this area would be 
selected. Several witnesses instituted a comparison between the population on the 
two routes, greatly to the advantage of that via Cudal. They were of opinion that 
whereas the Cudal route would serve a great portion of the population in the 
vicinity of the northern route, the adoption of the line via Molong would place 
almost the entire population to the southward of the surveyed Cudal route at a great 
disadvantage. Mr. E. Nathan, representative of Cobb & Co., gave information 
relative to the passenger and goods traffic between Orange and Forbes and Parkes, 
from which it appeared that the bulk of the traffic went to Forbes via Cudal. The 
witness spoke very confidently of the progressive nature of settlement in the 
district, and, with others examined, was of opinion that the construction of a railway 
to Forbes and Parkes would largely increase the traffic on the main line. This 
increase would be composed chiefly of vlieat, hay, straw, &c.

The Committee examined twenty-one witnesses at Molong, on the 24th 
February. They were unanimously in favour of the proposed route from Molong 
to Parkes and Forbes, with a possible deviation through Bocoble Gap, bringing the 
line within easy reach of the farming population of the Cudal district. They 
advocated the claims of this route mainly on the ground of the large area of 
valuable agricultural land within the leasehold areas and reserves, which wrould be 
shortly thrown open to settlement; having regard also to the large area under 
cultivation to the northward of the proposed route, and to the rapidly increasing 
passenger and goods traffic from Parkes and intermediate centres. Mr. T. Kennedy, 
railway surveyor, said he had made deviations between Molong and Meranburn, bm 
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that lie liad not inspected the line between that point and Parkes. The deviations 
made reduced the grade to 1 in 50, the length being increased 2 miles. . Mr. 
Chippindall, land agent, said there were about 50,000 acres of leasehold land within 
10 miles on either side of the proposed line. Prom inquiries which were made he 
believed that the greater part of this land would be selected as soon as it was 
available. Mr. E. Aland, station-master, informed the Committee that, for the 
twelve months ending the 31st December last, the passengers booked inwards at the 
Molong station numbered 1,060. The outward goods for the six months ending 
31st January, 1890, were 2,338 tons of merchandize and 57 tons of coal. In the 
same period there were five cattle-vans and sixty-five sheep-vans trucked. The 
inward goods aggregated 1,346 tons, and the wool 1,367 bales. The live stock 
inwards comprised twenty cattle-waggons and ninety sheep-vans. About 830 tons 
of graiu were forwarded inwards in the month of January. Mr. Wren, as showing 
the increase of land under cultivation, said that in 1885 the whole area under crop 
between Molong and Bumberry was 7,950 acres, producing 135,150 bushels of 
wheat. This area had been increased to 9,399 acres within a distance of 9 miles of 
Molong and 2 miles south and 1 miles north of the Molong-Parkes route. Several 
witnesses referred to the probable large increase of population in the direction of 
Peak Hill and Alectown consequent upon the development of the mining industry. 
Mr. J. Lohan, agent for Wright, Heaton, & Co., at Molong, testified to the large 
increase in goods traffic to and from Molong. It appeared that, on the opening of 
the Molong railway, the firm were paying for freight, between Sydney and inter
mediate stations to Molong, between £400 and £500 per annum, whereas they were 
now paying £1,000 per month on the outward freight. The firm, during the last 
six months, had despatched an average of 250 tons per month along the Parkes 
route. Mr. Haslam, a storekeeper of Molong, speaking with regard to the cost of 
cultivation, said that Mr. Peterson, of Ghewang, sowed, reaped, and bagged wheat at 
a cost of from 20s. to 21s. per acre. He also informed the Committee that some 
farmers in the district had as much as from 300 to 400 acres under wheat—that 
many had 250 acres under that crop—and that any area under 100 acres would be 
regarded as a very small farm. Several witnesses examined were of opinion that 
the revenue anticipated from the proposed railway by the Hailway Commissioners 
would prove considerably short of the actual receipts. They also took exception 
to the report of the Commissioners descriptive of the character of the country through 
which the proposed line passes. The land referred toby the Commissioners as being 
of a ropky nature for a considerable distance between Molong and Parkes was 
described by these witnesses as comprising some of the best agricultural land in the 
colony. The ironbark timber at the Dungeon was spoken of as likely to contribute 
a large revenue to the railway. Evidence was also forthcoming rvith regard to the 
bona-fide position and general prosperity of the farmers of the district, whose wheat 
crops were said to have averaged in the past season from 17 to 20 bushels to the acre. 
The average area of farm holdings was estimated to be from 100 to 640 acres. 
Several old residents of the district objected to the line being taken via Cudal to 
Eorbes, on the ground that the projected route passed almost entirely through large 
freehold properties not likely to be subdivided, whereas the proposed route to Molong 
would pass through small holdings, and would serve large tracts of Crown lands, the 
leases of which will expire in the middle of the year. Many witnesses described 
the farming population on the Molong-Parkes route as being considerably in excess 
of that on the route via Cudal.

Several witnesses examined at Molong having expressed their dissent from 
the report of the Hail way Commissioners relative to the rocky nature of the country 
on the route of the proposed line, your Committee proceeded, on the morning of the 
25th Eebruary, to make a careful inspection of the land lying on each side of the 
staked survey between Molong and Manildra. Leaving the main road at a distance 
of about 5 miles from Molong the Committee drove through the very fertile 
district of Garra, north of the staked line. The road traversed for a distance of 6 
miles an unbroken succession of farm holdings, averaging in area about- 200 acres. 
Tire Committee afterwards crossed the road and drove through the Gregra Parish. 
Here the holdings were even larger’—one holder having 400 acres under wheat. The 
land appeared uniformly fertile. The Committee were satisfied from their personal 
observation that a large and increasing farming population was settled in these 
parishes. The extreme southern point of the Bocoble deviation Avas passed at an 
estimated distance of 5 or 6 miles from Cudal. At
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At Manildra, on the afternoon of the same day, the Committee examined ten 
witnesses. They obtained some important information from Mr. C. M. Steuart, C.E., 
respecting the deviation survey through Bocoble Gap. It appeared that the grade 
did not exceed 1 in 60, and that the line would be brought within 6 miles of Cudal 
without increasing the total length. This, in all probability, will supersede any 
deviations previously proposed. At this place, also, a very considerable area of land 
was under cultivation, and very valuable evidence was given as to the timber. It 
was stated that girders, 30 feet long and 12 inches square, of iron-bark, perfectly 
sound, had been obtained in a very extensive forest in the vicinity, and that an 
unlimited number of sleepers could he obtained there. Yaluahle statistics were 
handed in by Mr. D. M. Mclnnes. He informed the Committee that he had collected 
them within a distance of 5 miles on either side of the line from Mandagery Creek 
to Coates’ Creek. One witness stated that he had put in and taken off his crop at a 
total cost of 15s. per acre. In this case, however, a disk was used.

Continuing their inspection of land in the neighbourhood of the proposed 
railway, the Committee left Manildra on the morning of Eebruary 26th, and at 
Gosper’s Sawmill inspected some ironbark and some pine logs of a sound and 
serviceable character. They shortly afterwards left the road on the north side, 
crossing the railway line at B.M. 94 in a good box country; they subsequently 
entered ironbark ridges, with fertile flats between.

At Bumberry, five witnesses were examined. They all testified to the good 
quality of the adjacent ironbark, and of the soil of the district from an agricul
turist’s point of view. The wheat crops averaged 20 bushels per acre, and 
population and traffic were said to he increasing. On leaving Bumberry, the 
Committee passed some very good agricultural land; this extended to the Dungeon 
Range, which is of a very barren nature. The country, however, vastly improves 
on the Parkes side of the range, and continues to do so until the town itself is 
reached.

The Committee met at Parkes Court-house at 10 a.m. on the 27th, and 
examined fifteen witnesses. The evidence strongly favoured the construction of 
the proposed line, on the ground of the large and increasing settlement in and 
around Parkes, especially in the districts to the north and north-west of the town. 
Mr. Rose (the Mayor), while affording the Committee information from carefully- 
compiled statistics relative to the settlement and progress of the district, estimated 
that Parkes alone would contribute to the revenue of the proposed railway to 
Molong no less a sum than £10,008 annually. He estimated that a similar return 
would he given by Eorbes, making a total of over £20,000 per annum from these 
two districts, exclusive of the intermediate traffic. He stated that one lessee in the 
district had guaranteed haulage upon the line to the value of £600 in the first year 
of the railway’s existence. The representative of Wright, Heaton, & Co. at 
Parkes said the goods received from Molong for the twelve months ending 
December 31st, 1889, amounted to 3,448 tons, the inward goods from Parkes to 
Molong consisting of 1,500 tons of merchandise and 6,000 bales of wool. This 
estimate was exclusive of the grain. Speaking of the firm’s business, he said that 
whereas three or four years ago they found that six or seven teams were sufficient to 
carry goods between Parkes and Molong, and vice versa, there was at the present 
time sufficient traffic between the ahovenamed places to find constant employ
ment for seventeen large teams. He estimated that the railway return 
on goods alone between Molong and Parkes would he £8,000 annually. Several 
witnesses referred to the rapid increase within the last few years in the value of 
township and suburban allotments. Within the last four years nearly the whole of 
the resumed areas of runs to the north-wrest and west of Parkes had been selected. 
The rapid growth of the parish of Trundle, to the north-ward of Parkes, vras referred 
to in illustration of the growing popularity of the district among agriculturists and 
small graziers. Most of the witnesses who had selected land to the north-wrest and 
west of Parkes held the maximum area allowred in the division. They were grazing 
on the average about one sheep to the acre; they intended embarking in agriculture 
immediately they were assured of railway communication; and were of opinion that 
in average seasons no better district could he found in the colony for the growth of 
wheat. We were assured of the existence of a succession of farms from Kadina to 
Molong, a distance of 45 miles. The Committee examined several practical miners ; 
they are at present engaged in mining in the vicinity of the township and are of
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opinion that the mining prospects of the district would of themselves justify the 
construction of the railway. The Committee continued to take evidence at Parkes 
on February 28th. The testimony respecting the agricultural capabilities of the 
district, taken on the preceding day, was supplemented by valuable information from 
several witnesses engaged in agriculture. Mr. Quin, who is a partner in a firm of 
millers, and who is also engaged in farming, said that, given the average crops of the 
district, wheat at 3s. a bushel would leave a profit of £1 7s. 3^d. per acre. At 
2s. 6d. a bushel it left him a profit of £102 8s. 4d. on 122 acres. This harvest was 
gathered by paid labour, at the rate of 8s. per diem. He considered that if the 
present railway rates were maintained farming could be carried on in the district at 
a good profit in competition with other districts of the colony and with markets of 
the outside world. The dray carriage to Molong, 9d. per bushel, had operated as a 
serious check to the growth of wheat for the Sydney market. Several witnesses were 
of opinion that if the railway were constructed two acres would be put under crop for 
every acre now sown. The following advantages were enumerated as attaching to 
the proposed line, as distinguished from any other route, viz., the existence of excel
lent timber for sleeper, culvert, and bridge purposes, as well as of good building 
stone, freedom fimn flood, and excellent agricultural land. The present prosperity 
of the district was attributed to the increased settlement of bond fide farmers, 
although it was asserted that the development of mines on the field had also con
tributed to the general progress. In the parish of Kadina, due north from Parkes,
17,000 acres had been already selected in small holdings alone, and to the north-west 
of Parkes, in the parish of Trundle, 19,000 acres had been similarly selected. The 
Committee were somewhat surprised to learn that the majority of the new selectors 
to the north and north-west of Parkes were Victorians, in whose judgment the land 
they now occupy is even superior to the best agricultural land in the neighbouring 
colony. The mining registrar informed the Committee that there had recently been 
a great increase in the number of applications for miners’ rights and gold-mining 
leases, and a witness representing the united banks in the town said, that during 
the last four years, £90,000 worth of gold had been purchased by the banks, and 
that last year alone no less than £31,000 worth was purchased by them. The Com
mittee inspected at one of the banks over 1,000 oz. of alluvial gold, obtained from 
Alectown and Peak Hill. The increase in the electoral roll of the Parkes division 
of the Forbes electorate was, for the present year, 236.

_ On the morning of Saturday, March 1st, the Committee drove out to the 
Little Billabong, a distance of about 6 miles from Parkes, through an exceedingly 
rich agricultural country, containing a large number of improved farm holdings. 
We also visited the Dayspring and Bushman’s mines, and saw a public quartz 
battery in operation. At 1 o’clock we started for Forbes; the land bordering upon 
the.whole distance of the road, from Parkes to Forbes, appeared eminently suited to 
agriculture, but is not available for settlement, being set apart for a gold-field 
reserve. At a distance of about 7 miles from Parkes the Committee found the 
small settlement of Tichborne, and there examined four witnesses, who were of 
opinion that the whole of the land between Parkes and Forbes would be taken up 
immediately upon the cancellation of the reserve. The present population, amount

. ing to about 100, would become permanently settled under the operation of the 
amended mining law, permitting 10-acre miners’ tenements. The fertility of the 
soil was so great that 10 tons of potatoes to the acre, and 3-g- tons of hay to the acre, 
had been grown in the present season. The average attendance at the public school 
was 50, and there had been an increase in the average by 20 during the last four years.

The Committee commenced to take evidence at the School of Arts, Forbes, 
on Monday, March 3rd, and examined twelve witnesses. The evidence was 
invariably favourable to railway communication between Forbes and the existing 
system, but was conflicting as regards the route which should be adopted. The 
majority of the witnesses were in favour of a railway via Eugowra to Cowra, but 
several witnesses preferred the route via Cudal to Borenore, and all agreed in 
condemning the proposed line via Parkes. The chief argument advanced in 
support of the Cowra line was that it would give the district the advantage of the 
Melbourne as well as of the Sydney market. This consideration, it was urged, was 
of special importance, in view of the live stock traffic. The route via Cudal to 
Borenore was preferred to the Parkes route on account of the shorter distance. 
Three witnesses from Condobolin were examined. They acknowledged Forbes to be
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the nearest depot, there being a difference of from 4|- to 6 miles between that point 
and Parkes, from Condobolin, but they represented that unless the line was taken 
to Cowra, it would be of little or no benefit to them. One witness stated that goods 
could lie delivered at Forbes, by teams, at the same price as would be charged on the 
raihvay. via Molong and Parkes. It was stated that the traffic between Condobolin 
and Forbes bad been actually stopped by flood for only one week during the last 
twenty years. The wheat crops near Condobolin were sworn to yield an average of 
14^- bushels to the acre, and the soil wras described as very suitable to the growth of 
bay, oats, and fruit. At the present time local requirements are not fully supplied 
by the crops grown. The District Surveyor at Forbes stated that, on bis recommen
dation, the Mines Department bad decided that 22,000 acres of gold-field reserve 
should be thrown open to selection. This area commenced at a point 7 miles from 
Forbes, and extended to within 3 miles of Parkes. The whole of the available land 
in the district bad been taken up ; constant applications were made for holdings, and 
whenever an area was thrown open to selection a great rush of applicants took place, 
applications being often made by persons outside the colony. 5,000 acres had 
recently been taken up to the south of Forbes in special areas, not exceeding 160 
acres. From 70,000 to 80,000 acres had been taken up to the north of Parkes, and
90.000 acres at Trundle, north-west of Parkes. This land wras held by bona-fide 
selectors. Mr. Gatenbey, the lessee of a run 20 miles below Forbes, on the southern 
bank of the Lachlan, said he had 200 acres' under cultivation, irrigated by means of 
extensive machinery. Wheat, oats, maize, fruit, vegetables and lucerne grew in 
abundance. The wheat averaged 40 bushels per acre, and he had stacked 300 tons 
of hay grown upon a portion of this area. He was of opinion that land, irrigated, 
would carry ten sheep to the acre for eight months of the year. As an instance of the 
value of the river frontages, he mentioned that he had placed under offer 1,000 acres 
suitable for irrigation purposes at £6 per acre. The intending purchaser had sub
sequently offered £6 10s. per acre for a similar area of land further down the river, 
but the price offered had been refused. The Committee were placed in possession of 
valuable returns, showing the number of sheep in the district, together with the 
sheep traffic through Forbes ; also as to the extent of the alienated, unalienated, and 
reserved lands in the Forbes district; these appear as appendices to the evidence. 
The post and telegraph returns exhibited a steady increase within the past three 
years.

The Committee continued to take evidence at Forbes on the morning of the 
4th March, examining twenty witnesses. As on the previous day, the majority of 
witnesses were in favour of the line from Forbes to Borenore. Some of them 
went so far as to state that the line via Parkes and Molong would be useless to them. 
Mr. Iteymond, miller and selector, stated that he had 500-acres under crop, the 
land being irrigated, and yielding 20 bushels to the acre. In a fortnight after 
the natural grasses were irrigated, sheep and cattle could live upon them. In 
some paddocks on the river frontages ten sheep to the acre had been carried without 
irrigation for seven months. _ He had himself 1,600 sheep on 200 acres of land. 
All kinds of fruit grew luxuriantly, and very superior wine could he made from the 
grape. _ Splendid timber—pine particularly—was fo he found in great abundance. 
The witness thought that if a raihvay were constructed via Parkes and Molong 
Forbes would be ruined, inasmuch as Parkes would become the main outlet to the 
west, Forbes being the terminus of a branch line. By paying for all work in its 
production, wheat could be raised at 2s. per bushel. Mr. Thomas Leslie, a large 
selector, said that during the last four years, without irrigation, his land had carried 
a sheep to !-§- acre. A steam thresher in this district in the present season threshed
18.000 bushels of wheat; it was estimated that a much larger quantity was taken 
off by the stripper. The agent for Wright, Heaton, & Co. said the loading received 
through his office in the last twelve months was as follows:—Forbes, 1,180 tons ; 
Condobolin, 380 tons; Mount Hope, 26 tons ; Borambil, 24 tons; and Burrawang5, 
90 tons. The firm had despatched 10,000 bales of wool during the season. A wool- 
scourer had scoured in eighteen months 180 tons of wool, and he said he could scour 
double that quantity if he had means of getting it away. He had wool standino’ 
six weeks through the want of means of carriage. Another scourer said he sent 
away 215 tons annually, but that he would rather send it by team to Cowra than 
by train via Parkes and Molong. From one station, Burrawang, this season, 4,184 
bales of wool, the clip of 246,000 sheep, were sent to Sydney, there being back
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loading to the amount of 100 tons for station supplies. Most of the witnesses 
agreed that the surveyed route via Borenore, as also the route via Parkes, were out 
of the reach of floods, although one witness said that land at the junction of the 
Eugowra Creek with the Lachlan was very subject to them. Mr. Tozer, who 
exhibited magnificent samples of peaches and apples grown on irrigated land on the 
banks of the Lachlan, said that if the railway were constructed to Parkes he could 
send tons of fruit to the metropolitan market. The Committee examined several 
witnesses from Grenfell. They advocated the line from Young via Grenfell, Forbes, 
and Parkes, to Dubbo. Mr. Vaughan said that 10,000 to 12,000 tons of goods 
annually went into the town, and that one firm paid as much as £2,000 freight 
during the past twelve months. Mr. Greene, the member for Grenfell, said that in 
that district 7,913 acres had been under wheat this season, producing the largest 
average in the colony, viz., about 20 bushels per acre. The total wheat yield of 
the district was 117,984 bushels. There had been a steady increase in agriculture 
and in general prosperity for some years. Last year’s rainfall was 32 inches. 
Wheat could he grown remuneratively at a cost of 2s. fid. per bushel on the ground.

Your Committee left Forbes at 8 a.m. on the 5th March, and arrived at 
Eugowra shortly before noon. . The road passed through very good pastoral country 
with a fair percentage of land suited to agriculture. At Eugowra they examined 
thirteen witnesses, four of whom Avere from Canowindra. The witnesses were 
unanimous in the opinion that the line should not he constructed via Molong, 
Parkes, and Forbes. They Avere divided in opinion, however, with regard to the 
routes via Borenore and Cowra. It was represented to the Committee that the land 
of the surrounding district was particularly fertile, in many instances carrying over 
two sheep to the acre. The average crop of Avheat was set down at 18-J bushels, 
and the population was stated to he 200. Timber—red gum and pine—both suitable 
for building purposes, was said to he available. Fruit of excellent quality Avas also 
grown in the district. The Canowindra witnesses testified to the fertile nature of 
their district, and said that no line, other than that via Cowra, would be of service 
to them.

The Committee started from Eugowra at 7‘30 a.m. on the 6th March, and 
arrived at Murga shortly after 10 o’clock. The road followed the course of the 
Mandagery Creek, within a short distance of the surveyed routes to Borenore and 
Cowra. The land being for the most part reserved there Avas very little settlement 
by the roadside, hut the country appeared well adapted to pastoral and agricultural 
pursuits. At Murga nine witnesses Avere examined. Their evidence went to show 
that a large area of land in the district was under cultivation, and that the average 
yield of wheat was about 15 bushels to the acre. One witness said that rather than 
utilise the proposed line via Parkes to Molong he would cart his produce 40 miles 
to Cowra. An experienced farmer said that wheat could be groAvn at 2s. fid. per 
bushel on the ground, and that many farmers at Beedy Creek, to the northward, 
would he Avell served by the line which the Committee had had referred to it for 
investigation. We left for Cudal at 1T5 p.m., and diverged southward from the 
main road as far as Barragin, a fine agricultural district. Arriving at Cudal at 5 
p.m. we examined tAVO Avitnesses, by whom it Avas shoAvn that Cudal is to some extent 
served by the existing railway to Borenore, a distance of 15 miles from the town
ship. In the event of the proposed deviation, via Bocoble Gap, now being sur
veyed, being made, they would be brought within 6 miles of the proposed line. 
Statistics were exhibited showing that an average of 2 tons of hay, 25 bushels of 
wheat, 40 bushels of oats, 50 bushels of barley, and 20 bushels of maize were grown 
to the acre. The Committee were also informed that at Borenore during the past 
twelve months £13,000 had been paid by Wright, Heaton, & Co., for trainage from 
Sydney and intermediate stations; also that the following quantities of Avheat had 
been transmitted through them this year, viz., January, 1,400 hags; February, 
6,300 hags; March, 1,990 hags. The Committee started at 6 a.m., on the 7th March 
on a visit of inspection to the country round BoAvan Park. It was ail of a very fine 
description, and was mostly under cultivation. At 9 a.m. they met at the Court
house, to take further evidence, and examined sixteen Avitnesses. With one or two 
exceptions, the witnesses testified to the absolute necessity for the line being con
structed, via Borenore, and so adverse were some of them to the line referred to 
the Committee for investigation that they stated that rather than take their produce 
to the nearest point of that line about 10 miles distant, they Avould cart it from 30
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to 40 miles to avoid the railway. It was shown that the land in the district was of 
the highest quality for agriculture and that wheat could be grown profitably at from 
2s. Od. to 3s. per bushel. One witness, Mr. A. G. Peterson, J.P., gave details as to 
the cost of the production of wheat, which he estimated at 21s. per acre. The 
progress of the place was illustrated by the postmaster and several of the business 
residents, although it was pointed out that traffic had considerably decreased since 
the opening of the railway to Cowra, Nyngan, and Molong. It was suggested by 
one gentleman that the railway should be taken from Borenore to Eugowra, via 
Cudal, and that it should there branch to Parkes and Eorbes, and by another witness 
that the starting point should be Amaroo, instead of Borenore, with a view to the 
reduction of grade as well as of the distance to be constructed. It was admitted 
th*at a large number of the farmers in the neighbourhood of Cudal, being not more 
than 14 miles from the existing line at Borenore, by a first-class road, were already 
served.

The Committee proceeded in the afternoon to Orange, which they reached at 
about 6 o’clock p.m. At 8 o’clock they examined Mr. Alley, agent for Wright, 
Heaton, & Co. at Orange, whose evidence confirmed that already given at the same 
place on 1st March.

Your Committee arrived at Cowra early in the morning of the 8th March, and 
commenced to take evidence at the Court-house, on the morning of the 10th March, 
examining sixteen witnesses. The principal number urged the immediate construction 
of a railway from Cowra to Eorbes, via Canowindra. The district was represented 
to comprise exceptionally rich agricultural land. The police returns for the year 
ending 31st December included the following items :—269,988 bushels of wheat,
12,000 bushels of oats, 1,800 tons of hay, and 150,000 bushels of corn. It was 
stated that by the construction of a line from Cowra, the Melbourne as well as the 
Sydney market would be rendered more accessible to the west and north-west portions 
of the colony. The postmaster said that within the past eight years the postal 
business had considerably increased, and that the rainfall was 29 inches. Mr. D. C. 
J. Donnelly, J.P., storekeeper and miller, informed the Committee that great 
improvements had been made in the town during the last twelve years; that the 
district was rich in minerals—iron, copper, silver, and gold ; and that a line westward 
would be of still greater benefit to it than the existing line eastward. The actual 
cash receipts at the railway station were sworn by the station-master to be, for the 
year 1889, £21,164; 15,375 bales of wool, and 6,461 bags of wheat had also been 
despatched from the station. This showed a large increase upon the traffic of 
preceding years. The average returns of wheat were sworn to be over 15 bushels 
to the acre. Good timber of all kinds was obtainable in the district, and land 
selections had been sold recently at from £2 to £3 per acre. Several witnesses from 
Canowindra were examined. They were, without exception, of opinion that the line 
from Cowra to Eorbes should receive priority in construction. It was shown that 
the pastoral country between Cowra and Canowindra was capable of carrying over 
one sheep to the acre; that the population of Canowindra and Belmore was fully 
400 ; that land in that district was worth from £2 to £4 an acre ; that the postal 
returns, together with the population, showed a decided tendency to increase; that 
the average rainfall was 24 inches; and that the proposed railway would pass 
through several large as well as a number of small holdings.

The Committee continued to receive evidence at Cowra on Tuesday, 
11th March, and examined eight witnesses, who unanimously pressed upon their 
consideration the route from Cowra to Eorbes, via Canowindra. It was demonstrated 
that in three years and one month—the period for which the Murrumburrah and 
Blayney line has been open—the sum of £84,500 had been taken at the Cowra Station 
for freight. One miller (Mr. Iteuben) said he had had passed through his hands this 
year 20,000 sacks of wheat, and that last year he sent to Eorbes 300 tons of flour. 
Mr. Phillips, a solicitor practising at Cowra, acknowledged that although the 
Borenore line would, in his opinion, serve a greater number of pieople, he believed 
that the Cowra line was the proper one to construct. He appeared, however, to 
have no knowledge of recent settlement to the north of Parkes. Mr. Muir said that 
although he had but a small holding, he found grazing more profitable than agri
culture. He had no doubt, however, that one of the effects of railway commu
nication would be to place a larger area under crop.
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Your Committee, in travelling over the scene of their investigations, were 
fully impressed with the richness of the soil generally, and believe that the returns 
of wheat are exceptionally large. But they desire to direct special attention to the 
fact that the statistics handed in to the Committee at the various points (and 
appearing as appendices to the evidence)(cannot he taken as representing accurately 
the acreage, the yield, or the population, inasmuch as the desire has been manifested 
by the parties interested in rival routes to exhibit their particular portion of the 
district in its most favourable light. They have, in almost every instance, collected 
their statistics without due regard to boundaries, and have therefore overlapped 
each other.

Your Committee viewed with regret the absence of settlement on a very 
large area of first-class agricultural land between Parkes and Porbes, which is 
accounted for by its being locked up in the Billabong gold-field reserve. We are of 
opinion that the interests of the miners might be duly conserved, and yet a large 
portion of this reserve be thrown open to settlement.

It will he observed that your Committee have been exceedingly careful and 
even minute in their investigations concerning, not only the proposed line, but 
also the rival routes, Borenore to Porbes and Cowra to Porbes. The necessity for a 
line of raihvay connecting both Parkes and Porbes with the metropolis is beyond 
doubt, as both are large and important centres, whicli would be materially assisted 
by railway communication. The line would at the same time be an extension of 
what must become one of our most important railways, viz., the south-west line to 
the Darling Biver. In making their recommendation, your Committee have had 
some doubt as to the relative merits of the line via Cowra to Porbes and the proposed 
line. The line via Borenore was dismissed from consideration upon the following 
grounds :—Pirst, the steepness of its grades ; secondly, that it would not serve as 
large an area as either of the two other routes; and, thirdly, that its most thickly 
populated portion, viz., Cudal, is already fairly served, and would, by the proposed 
deviation, via Bocoble Gap, on the Molong to Parkes line, be brought within 6 or 8 
miles of a railway. The proposed railway from Molong to Parkes passes through a 
country composed of rich alluvial flats and gullies. There are, however, some stony 
ridges with a barren ironbark ridge here and there. Parkes, which is the centre of 
a very large district, is surrounded by extremely rich agricultural land. To the 
north and north-west a large number of selectors have just settled. These will no 
doubt materially affect the returns derived from the proposed railway. The whole 
of the distance between Parkes and Porbes is also covered with rich agricultural 
land, which, if thrown open, would, without doubt, be taken up immediately. 
Porbes is also the centre of a large and important district, hut the land in its 
vicinity appears to be held in much larger areas than does the land in the 
neighbourhood of Parkes. The Committee were satisfied that the whole country 
from Parkes to Porbes and Cowra is eminently adapted to agricultural pursuits. 
The evidence showing that wheat could be grown profitably at from 2s. 6d. to 3s. 
per bushel, points to the fact that with the existing tariff a large supply would he 
sent from these districts in the event of railway communication being established. 
The Committee were also greatly impressed by the very superior quality of the 
fruit grown in these districts. The prolific growth of the grape justifies the 
expectation that in the near future an extensive wine industry will be developed.

In conclusion, your Committee have determined to recommend the con
struction of the proposed line, in preference to the line from Cowra to Porbes, for 
the following reasons :—Pirstly, that Parkes is at the present time a most flourishing 
and largely increasing town; secondly, that at Trundle, to the north-west of 
Parkes, about 90,000 acres, and at Kadina, direct north of the town, from 70,000 to
80,000 acres of land have very recently been taken up in comparatively small 
selections, principally by Victorian farmers, for the purposes of agriculture; and, 
thirdly, that in the event of it being found desirable to extend the line to the 
Darling River to the south-west, the extension could he made with equal advantage 
from Parkes or Porbes.

JAS. E. TONKIN,
19th March, 1890. Chairman.
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MINUTES OE EVIDENCE.

RAILWAY FROM MOLONG TO PARKES AND FORBES.

[T-A-KEIN" BBI’OE.E SBCTIOUj^Xi COMMIITTEE.]

SATURDAY, 22 FEBRUARY, 1890.

[The Sectional Gommittee met at the Court-house, Orange, at 10 a.m?\

fjtestttt:—

JAMES EBENEZEE TONKIN, Esq. (Chairman).
The Hon. George Henry Cox. | 'William Springthorpe Dowel, Esq.

Charles Aleeed Lee, Esq.

The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Railway from Molong to Parkes and Eorbes.

Henry Augustus Crouch, Esq., District Surveyor, sworn and examined :—
1. Chairman!] What is your position? I am a District Surveyor. I have the Orange Land Board H.A. Crouch,
district. Esq.
2. How long have you been in that position ? Eight years. r——\
3. Can you give us any information as regards the alienated and unalienated lands on the route of the 1890.
proposed railway ? I can produce a plan showing, on a small scale, the land that has been alienated in
the district. The plan also shows the reserves—that is the position of the two routes and the reserves on 
those routes. The plan shows, in the red tint, the land in the district alienated on the two routes. It 
shows by green tint the reserves, and the untinted portions are unalienated land. The two lines have 
been shown from the trial surveys.
4. Your district extends where ? As far as Eugowra on the Cudal line, and as far as the range near
Bumberry on the other line. ,
5. Mr. Lee.] Your boundary is defined by the blue lines on the plan produced ? Yes. I have also 
shown in red circles the number of electors, as shown by the last electoral roll, approximately in each 
parish.
6. I see the circles are numbered ? Yes. The numbers inside show, approximately, the number of electors 
in the parishes.
7. The figures only denote the number of the electors approximately ? Approximately. In some cases I 
could not determine them exactly; but they are approximately correct.
8. Could you, from memory, give the Committee a rough estimate of the number of acres alienated ? No,
I have not had it made up. Of course I should want to know how far you would go—to what distance 
on each side of the lines. .
9. Would the land shown to be alienated upon this map come within the influence of either of these
railways if constructed? Well, a great deal of it would. Of course some of the alienated land is 
already provided for by the Molong terminus. I could not say that that would be influenced by the line 
which it is proposed to construct. , ' •
10. Have you any idea of the acreage of the unalienated land in your district in the vicinity of the two 
lines ? No ; but I could have it made up if the Committee desired.
11. Are you acquainted with the character of the'unalienated land in the district ? I am.
12. What is the quality of it ? Generally inferior.
13. Is any portion of it suitable for agriculture ? But very little ; probably not above 7 or 8 per cent, of 
the unalienated land.
14. How should you class the land at the present time ? Some is next to useless; other of it is inferior 
grazing land, and the other would be fair grazing country.
15. Is there any rough country ? Some, very rough.
16. Is any of it flat ? Yes ; there is some flat country towards the north, but there is not a great deal of 
it. Probably the flat country would not be more than 10 per cent.
17. I see the unalienated land in proportion to the alienated land is very small ? Yes.
18. I presume the best land in the district has been taken up ? Yes.
19. I see there are a number of small reserves dotted all over this particular locality—could you tell this 
Committee for what purpose they were made ? Different purposes—-water reserves, travelling stock 
reserves, and forest, principally.
20. Are there any railway reserves along any of the two routes ? There is a quantity of land, especially 
on the Parkes line, which has been reserved for railway purposes.
21. Between what points ? Between Meranburn and Bumberry. Any land not reserved for other pur
poses has been reserved for railway purposes.

31 (a)—A 22.
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H. A.Crouoli, 22. About liow much, bas been reserved for railway purposes? I should prefer to give you the exact 
•®s1- quantity.

23. Do I understand that most of the Crown Land along the railway surveys was reserved under the 
22 Feb., 1890. Railways Act ? Kb ; under the Land Act.

24. I notice that the surveys do not run entirely through the reserves ? iSTo. I may say that I was 
instrumental in having a large reserve made for forest purposes, in anticipation of a line being ultimately 
constructed. We have some good ironbark timber where you see one of the reserves.
25. According to the map a large portion of the surveys are made where there are no reserves ? Quite so.
26. I suppose that is in conseqnence of the land being alienated before the survey was made? Yes.
27. Are all the reserves shown here required for public purposes ? Yes ; I think so.
28. In the event of either of the lines being constructed, do you think any portion of these reserves would 
be thrown open to the public ? Well, there is a considerable travelling stock reserve between here and 
Lorbes. The stock inspectors have always opposed any part of that reserve being revoked, but perhaps 
some of it might be revoked if the line were constructed. There are about 12,700 acres reserved within l 
mile of the Forbes line, and there are 17,100 acres of reserve within 1 mile of the Parkes line.
29. There appears to be a large stock reserve between Eugowra and Toogong—would that be necessary if 
a line were constructed ? It would probably be iu excess of requirements. I think some part of it might 
be revoked.
30. What are the prospects of settlement in this particular district, having in view the small quantity of 
unalienated land, and the small percentage of reserves to be thrown open ? I do not think the prospects 
of further settlement are very good, unless some of the larger estates now held were thrown into 
the market privately. So far as the Crown Lands are concerned, I do not think there would be much 
larger settlement.
31. Are there many large estates in the district which would be served by these surveyed routes ? Well
there is a large quantity of land on the Forbes route held by the Smith family—the land from Boree to 
Toogong is private property. >
32. Are there many estates between Molong and the boundary of your district on the northern route ? No.
33. Or between Parkes and Forbes ? That is out of my district. I think the largest holder on the

. northern route would be M'Callum.
34. Is there much small settlement in the district ? Yes, a good deal in places.
35. Is it of a Iona fide nature ? Of a Iona fide nature.
36. Has dummying been practised to any extent in the district ? I think a good deal. A portion of the 
Smith estate was, I believe, acquired in that way.
37. But the people now' settled on their farms, are they good bona fide farmers ? Yes, I think they are 
bona fide.
38. They have made their farms their bona fide homes ? Yes, as a rule.
39. And consequently are likely to be permanent settlers in the district ? Yes.
40. Do you know much of the levels along the proposed lines ? No ; I would have made a note of it, 
but I thought you would have it from the railway plans. I noticed the other day that there was a fall 
from Borenore to Boree bridge of 600 feet.
41. In what distance is that ? About 5f miles.
42. Will you give the Committee a return showing the number of acres alienated in your land district, 
the number unalienated, and the number in the reserves—if you will send it to Sydney we should like to 
have it as an appendix to your evidence ? Yes; I suppose you would like to have it within a certain 
distance of the line.*
43. We should like to have it as shown on the map handed in by you ? Yes.
44. M.r. Dowel.~\ Do you know the route of the proposed railway from Molong to Parkes and Forbes ? . I 
know it as far as it runs through my district.
45. What is the character of the country through which it passes ? It is very largely an agricultural 
country. There is also some first-class grazing country.
46. Is the country fairly settled ? Fairly settled—yes. _
47. The holdings are not likely to revert to pastoral purposes ? Not those at present in existence, I think.
48. You think there is every probabilily of a permanent population residing on the land now occupied ?
I do; I think the country is capable of carrying a very much larger population. .
49. Does the proposed line pass through many large estates ? No, it does not.
50. Through small holdings ? Generally speaking, through small holdings. _
51. Will the reserve to which you have referred as having good timber upon it be traversed by this
route ? Yes. . _ _
52. What is the character of the timber upon it ? It is principally ironbark in largish quantities, and 
good quality.
53. Do you think that if these reserves were thrown open for timber purposes, any trade would be 
developed to supply a revenue for the railway ? I have anticipated that if the railway were constructed, 
a large quantity would be required for railway purposes.
54. But 'would there be a sufficient quantity of timber to be worked up and sent away for market purposes ? 
I think so.
55. You think that some railway revenue might be derived from the timber ? Yes.
56. Can you inform the Committee whether any portion of the route through which the railway passes is 
liable to be flooded ? I think not—none of it.
57. It is all on good sound dry land ? Yes.
58. Are there any great engineering difficulties on the route that you know of ? Nothing to speak of—■ 
nothing at all.
59. You think the line could be constructed at a reasonable cost ? Yes.
60. You have resided in the district for a considerable time, and have had an opportunity to judge of
public opinion in the matter ? Yes. _
61. Can you say of your own knowledge whether public opinion appears to favour the construction of this
railway ? Public opinion certainly favours the construction of one railway. 62.

# Note (on revision) :—With reference to the return referred to in question No. 42, X'-would explain that it has not 
been forwarded, as, when returning through this town after visiting Parkes and Forbes, the Chairman of the Sectional 
Committee informed me that it would not be required.
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62. But I mean the route we are now considering ? It is a very difficult thing to say. Of course, when H. A. Crouch, 
you refer to public opinion, you must remember that there are different interests to be considered. Public
opinion in one place would decidedly favour the route before you, whereas public opinion in another place 'iT','' 
would not do so. At Parkes, for instance, public opinion is strongly in favour of the route before the 2 e 9 ' 
Committee.
63. Can you give the Committee any idea as to what action the public have taken in regard to the 
construction of the line marked red on this map ? No.
64. I think you informed Mr. Lee just now that the land remaining to be alienated was of a poor
character ? Generally speaking, of inferior character. '
65. Suitable only for pastoral purposes, and then only in a secondary degree ? .Yes.
66. What, generally, is the character of the alienated land ? It is very good.
07. Is it capable of growing all sorts of crops ? Anything, according to its climate.
68. "What is your experience of the climate in this particular district ? It is a very good climate along 
the line, very suitable for wheat-growing.
69. What else ? Or fruit suited to a semi-tropical climate.
70. You do not think there is any probability of the district retrogressing? No ; I do not think so.
71. You think rather the reverse ? I do. '

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—KAILWAY EEOSI MOLONG TO PAEKES AND EOEBES. . 3

Edye Hayles Stobo, Esq., Crown Lands Agent, sworn and examined :—•
72. Mr. Oox.~\ What is your position ? I am Crown Lands Agent in the Orange district and 
charge of the Land Board Office.
73. How long have you been here ? Eivo years.
74. I suppose.a large amount of land has been selected during your residence in the district ? 
large amount.
75. How much a year on the average ? I could not give you the number of acres from memory.
,76. Your books would show ? They would. But the Land Board Office has to deal with eight districts. 
I could single out Molong. I could ascertain for you, however, in a short time, what the acreage is.
77. Will you let us have the number of acres alienated by conditional purchase in the whole district, 
specifying the area in the Molong as well as the Orange district ? Yes.
78. Is there much land sold here by auction? No; very little. There is a demand for land to be sold 
by auction, but it is seldom offered by the Government now. If the land were offered, however, I think 
it would be sold.
79. About what quantity of land is usually taken up ? In areas of from 40 to 320 acres or 400 acres. 
Most selectors avail themselves of the provisions of the Crown Lands Act of 1884 to take up the maximum 
area by conditional lease.
80. Has there been an increase or decrease in the last year or two ? A slight decrease, I should imagine, 
on account of the leasehold areas not being open to selection, and on account of there not being sufficient 
land.
81. All the good land is taken up, I suppose ? It is nearly all gone. All, in fact, except that which is 
locked up in reserves and leasehold areas.
82. But in the Eastern Division the leasehold areas are shortly to be thrown open? Yery shortly.
83. You anticipate a large rush for land then? Yes, I have many and frequent inquiries as to when the 
land will be thrown open. Many persons say that they intend to take some up.
84. Approximately, how many acres will be thrown open to selection? I should scarcely like to hazard 
a guess. I should say at least 20,000, and probably 30,000 acres. At all events, something between 
those two areas. I am referring now to the Molong district.
85. In what part of the district is this land chiefly situated ? It is about equally divided through the
district. ^ *
86. How much land will be thrown open in a similar manner in the Orange district ? There are no 
leasehold areas in the Orange land district proper—that is, within a radius of 15 or 20 miles round 
Orange.
87. Then there will be no land available for selection in the Orange district ? No ; the Orange district 
is nearly all sold. The bad land is being taken up now, because they cannot get any better.
88. I suppose your books will show the total area taken up since 1861? Yes. Eeturns are made up 
every year, and they would only require a little adding to bring them up to date.
89. Have you been over the land you have been describing ? No, I have no personal knowledge of it, 
but I know it from reports, and from general information.
90. Have you been over the two rival lines of railway ? No, I have not been beyond Borenore.
91. I suppose your duties do not lead you out into the country, and that you cannot tell us anything as 
to the amount of traffic and so on ? Well, I know there are a number of people living on the line from 
Borenore to Eugowra, but I have never seen any of the land—my duties do not take me there.
92. I suppose the traffic centres in Orange ? Well, I cannot say that altogether. There is a good deal 
of traffic from below Cudal—passengers and goods—which does not come to Orange at all.
93. But it eventually comes through Orange ? On the railway line, previously, people used to come here 
by teams ; that was before the Molong line was constructed. I have no doubt the land agent at Molong 
would be able to give you more information on this point.
94. ChairmanYou think that 20,000 acres to which you have referred will be selected when it is thrown
open? All the good parts of it, and a fair amount of the indifferent parts. Judging from the inquiries 
I hear, people are quite eager to obtain the land. .
95. You cannot tell me what proportion of good land there is ? No, but I think a large part of it is
good, because there are so many persons inquiring about various parts. .
96. Mr. Dowel.'] During the five years you have been here, have you made yourself acquainted with the 
outlying districts ? Only by inquiry, not by visit—that is, I have not been beyond Borenore.
97. Does the district appear to you-to have been progressing since your residence here ? Yes, certainly.
98. It,has been going ahead ? Yes, both Orange and Molong—but on the Molong side particularly,
because there is more new settlement, there. . .
99. The settlement appears to be of a permanent character ? Yes,- as far as I have seen.

100.

Clerk-in- E. H. Stobo, 
Eaq.

A fairly 22 Feb-> 189°-
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E. H. 100. You have made no estimate of the area included in the leasehold areas likely to be thrown open to 
Stobo, Esq. geiection in June and July next ? No. I have only guessed it approximately. _

22^h^Tsqn 101 • 1® no^ the area you have given us somewhat small ? Well, 1 do not know. There is a great deal of 
e ': U' land available in the Molong district in the leasehold areas, but none here. I think my figures will be 

found something near the mark, although, as I have said, they are only a guess, as I had no notice to 
attend here as a witness.__________________

Mr. Samuel Landauer, storekeeper, sworn and examined:—
Mr. S. 102. Chairman.'} What are you? I am at present a storekeeper at Cudal. _

Landauer. iQg_ uow iong have y0U been in the district ? I have been living in the district between Forbes and this
22Eeb~"l890 P^ace since l862-

’’ * 104. How long have you had your present store ? Nearly fourteen years.
105. Have you found very much difference in the population of Cudal since you started there ? Yes ; a 
considerable difference.
106. Is it increasing now? Yes.
107. Is the difference appreciable? Well, it is hard to see any difference when you see people day after 
day, but the population is increasing.
108. Is your business as good as it was a year or two ago ? Yes, fully.
109. Has the construction of the line to Molong decreased traffic and affected your business ? The com
bined influence of the different lines has taken traffic from the place, of course. _
110. But it has not decreased the number of residents ? No ; I do not think so. I am alluding princi
pally to road traffic.
111. What forms the principal support of Cudal? Well, that is a farming district.
112. It does not depend upon the road traffic ? No; but that is a great help to blacksmiths, bakers, 
butchers, and storekeepers. The Cowra line has taken a portion of it away, and the traffic to the Lower 
Lachlan has been completely cut off, through the south-western line from Junee to Whitton.
113. Can you give us the number of acres in the Cudal district under cultivation ? I can give you the 
exact number in 1883. The total holdings were 136,249 acres, and of that area 11,092 acres were cleared.
114. Under crop, you mean ? Yes.
115. Was that much in excess of the previous year ? It was in excess of the previous year, and it has 
increased since.
116. To what extent has it since increased ? Fully 25 per cent.
117. Under crop ? Yes. _
118. You know the proposed route from Molong to Parkes and Forbes—would that railway assist the 
Cudal people much ? It will not assist them at all; it will be anything but assistance to them.
119. How far is it from Cudal to the nearest point of the proposed line ? About 10 miles.
120. And what distance is it from Cudal to Orange ? Well, we have Borenore. By taking the railway 
on to Parkes, we should have about another 32 miles of railway carriage.
121. But when you speak of this large area being under cultivation does not a portion of it extend towards
the proposed line ? It is comprised within 10 miles east and 8 miles west; that would not affect the 
Parkes line. . _
122. Do you mean that there would not be any settlement within 8 miles of the proposed line coming up 
from Cudal. There is a little.
123. But you said that if this line were constructed it would not benefit the Cudal people? It would 
benefit a few, not the bulk of the settlers.
124. You mean it would not benefit them to the extent to which they would be benefited by the suggested 
line from Borenore to Forbes ? Yes, exactly. Although it is only 10 miles from the Parkes line to 
Cudal, the distance from Cargo and Barragin is so great that it would be utterly impossible for settlers 
there to use it. Borenore would be nearer for them.
125. You say it is only 10 miles between the surveyed route from Molong to Parkes and the route from 
Borenore to Forbes—that is at Cudal ? It is about that distance, I think.
126. The lines run nearly parallel ? Up to Cudal.
127. Do you not think that residents 5 miles on each side of a line are materially served by that line ? I 
admit that, but a majority of the settlers are on the southern side of Cudal, while the people of Manildra 
would get shorter railway carriage and a better road.
128. The people of Toogong would not be materially affected by the construction of the proposed line ?
They would get no benefit at all from it. _
129. Do you know what class of country it is about Cudal ? Yes. It is not to be beaten as an agricul
tural country. ...
130. Is it much superior to the same class of country on the other line ? There is more of it. It is true 
that at Manildra and Meranburn there are some good patches, but they are small. The country further 
on about Coate’s Creek is like the Blue Mountain country.
131. Do you know the route from Borenore to Forbes ? Every inch of it. _
132. Is the whole of it good country ? The line has to cross two spurs of the Canoblas ; the land there is 
not good, but the line is within a mile of good land.
133. The whole of the traffic to Forbes goes through Cudal ? Yes.
134. And the whole of the traffic to Parkes through Molong ? Yes. I heard a gentleman to-day giving
some evidence about the timber on the reserves. I was sawing timber for nearly twenty-five years. I put up 
the first saw-mill at Forbes. In 1870,1 went to the country to which the witness referred to saw ironbark, 
but I could not find a sound stick in 20 acres—so much for the Dungeon. _

• 135. Are you referring to the timber reserves to which the previous witness referred ? Yes; the timber
looks very nice to the eye, but wait till you get your axe in you will find it is rotten; you cannot find a 
sound stick for miles ; some of it might do for splitting but not for sawing.
136. Is there any good timber on the line from Borenore to Forbes ? There is good timber on the 
Lachlan, and there is good stringybark within a few miles of Orange. •
137. Could the timber of which you speak as rotten timber be utilised for railway sleepers ? It might do for 
splitting for post and rail fencing, but I do not know about sleepers.
138. Do you think you could find timber fit for sleepers ? I do not know. It is possible, but not very
likely. 139.
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139. And on the other line is there timber fit for sleepers ? Yes.
140. Mr. Zee.] Do you know the country between Molong and Parkes ? Yes.
141. And from Parkes to Forbes P Yes.
142. Are you well acquainted with the whole traffic from Borenore to Forbes ? Yes.
143. Do you know the country between Cowra and Forbes? No. But I know the country between 
Eugowra and Canowindra.
144. Is the country between Borenore and Forbes flat or undulating generally ? Undulating.
145. Is it subject to flood ? I have seen the country flooded, but it does not come up to the level of the 
railway line.
146. Does the river frequently^overflow its banks ? About once every ten or twelve years. I have seen
no floods since 1870. "
147. Have you seen a flood sufficient to stop the traffic through that country ? Well; I have seen a flood 
sufficient to necessitate the mail being sent through on horseback instead of by coach.
148. Then team traffic would be stopped ? For a time, but they could get round it if they liked.
149. Do the same circumstances apply to the route via Molong ? Ido not think so.
150. What is the chief route used by teamsters to get to the main line ? Up to Borenore.
151. But I mean from the country to the west of Forbes ? That traffic is divided. Most people below 
Forbes are Victorians, and the stuffthey get from Melbourne comes through Cowra. From the time you 
leave Forbes till you reach Balranald you meet nothing but Victorian people.
152. I presume you are best acquainted with Cudal and that neighbourhood ? Yes.
153. Is there much grain grown there ? Yes.
154. About how many bushels of wheat were there last season ? I have not seen any statistics, but I
believe the total quantity grown was close upon 200,000 bushels. '
155. Which market is that sent to ? We have to cart it the best way we can to send down to-Sydney.
156. I presume it finds its way into various markets?. Yes; but the carting is a great drag upon the 
growers.
157. As a matter of fact however it finds its way to market P It does.
158. Supposing a line were made from Forbes to Cowra, is it possible that grain would be sent in that 
direction ? . From the extreme southern parts, but the quantity would be trifling. Another thing to be 
considered is the enormous quantity of hay and straw to be found further to the northward. In the 
country about Boree there are over 20,000 tons of straw allowed to rot annually.
159. Could that be sent to market and utilised if there were a railway ? Yes. I suppose it is worth 
from 40s. to 60s. a ton.

Mr. S. 
Landauer.

22 Feb., 1890.

160. What price obtainable in Sydney for straw would pay the residents of Cudal ? Well, I do not know. 
In many instances I know they had to burn it to get it out of the road.
161. Is the wheat crop a regular crop in this district ? Yes, on the average; last year was a total failure.
162. What was the failure owing to last year ? Want of rain.
163. Is there any rust ? A little, this year, very trifling.
164. As a rule is wheat rusted in this district ? No.
165. Generally then, the wheat crop is a certain crop ? Yes.
166. In anything like an average season ? Yes. I suppose it would average somewhere about 17 
bushels.
167. Are the settlers chiefly free selectors in your locality ? Almost entirely.
168. What is the size of their holdings ? It varies from 40 to 2,000 acres.
169. In your experience are these men gradually increasing their area under agriculture, or are the 
agricultural areas dying out and being replaced by stock ? One or two men have given in.
170. What is the general tendency ? The general tendency is to increase the area. If we had a railway 
it would be increased three-fold. At the present rate the carriage to Borenore is within 2s. of the 
trainage from Borenore to Sydney.
171. In your opinion, if the facilities for getting to market were greater more land would be brought 
under cultivation ? There would.
171^. In your judgment, the best facility would be afforded by means of a railway ? Yes, both sides 
would benefit from it.
172. Is any other grain besides wheat grown ? Yes, oats and maize.
173. To any extent ? Yes, there have been some good crops of maize.
174. Where does the district get its supply of maize ? The district is self-supporting in maize.
175. Does Orange and the immediate district absorb what is grown in your district ? Not all.
176. I suppose you will find a market at Goulburn for a portion ? For some of it. There is a mannou 
buying wheat for Young.
177. Where else do you send it? Sydney, some of it is sent north and some south.
178. Are there not markets for your grain between here and Sydney ? Not sufficient to take it all.
179. If grain is shipped from here it must go to Sydney? The bulk of it.
180. That is after local requirements are supplied ? Yes.
181. Do you own any land upon the railway you suggest ? Well, I have some town allotments.
182. I mean, have you any large area on the Forbes line ? No. .
183. Are you a selector ? No.
184. Mr. Oba?.] The last witness said there were no leasehold areas in the district of Orange, in which 
district is Eugowra? That is in the Forbes district.
185. Of course, there are leasehold areas there ? I think so.
186. And they will be thrown open for selection in the middle of the year ? Yes, I suppose so.

James Torpy, Esq., M.P., sworn and examined:—
187. Chairman.^ You are a representative of Orange in the Legislative Assemblv ? Yes Tm
188. And you reside here ? Yes. £; To^
189. For how long have you been here ? Twenty-five years.
190. Mr. Bowel.'] You know the permanently staked route from Molong to Parkes and Forbes ? I know 22 Feb., 1890. 
the road.
191.. But do you know the way it is proposed to take the railway ? Tolerably well—it is on the edge of 
the district.
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J. Torpy, 192. What is your opinion on that particular route—is it the most advantageous which could he made for 
Esq., M.P. .the district? I am quite certain it is not.

22F^b~1890 ^hat line do you consider should he constructed in the interests of the country generally? The 
e ' Borenore and Cudal route, on the score of population, particularly.

194. On the route to which you refer, what centres of population would he served by the construction of 
the line ? Cudal, Eugowra, Toogong, Cargo, and the country lying between Cudal and Canowindra.
195. Have you any personal knowledge of that country ? Tes.
196. What is the character of it ? It is equal to any agricultural land in Australia.
197. That is, the bulk of it is ? Tes.
198. Is it settled upon extensively ? Extensively.
199. With good permanent holdings? Very permanent—it is a deep chocolate soil, about 5 or 6 feet in 
depth, admirably suited for wheat, maize, and for wine growing.
200. Does the route you advocate pass through any large estates ? I think it does at this end—that is 
between here and Cudal.
201. Are the holdings very large ? Tes.
202. Do you think that if this railway were constructed the proprietors would be likely to have these 
estates cut up for sale or occupation ? I think it is extremely probable that they would.
203. Do you know of your own knowledge whether there is any land upon the route you refer to available 
for settlement ? It is nearly all selected, I think.
204. Are there not, within the leasehold areas, land, which might be available for settlement ? I understand 
there are large reserves.
205. On the leasehold areas ? Tes.
206. And if the Glovernment were to throw them open to settlement, would it not induce population to 
come there ? Certainly.
207. Can you give the Committee an idea of the population likely to be served by the line you propose 
within a radius of 10 miles ? I have a fair knowledge of it. I know the population of Cudal is 300, of 
Cargo 280, of Eugowra 150 or 160.
208. Do I understand that is the number of holders of land ? That is the number of residents in the towns 
I have named.
209. Including men, women, and children ? Tes. -
210. Do you know anything of the country beyond Eorbes towards Wilcannia? Tes ; but not far that 
way. I know the country between Eorbes and Condobolin.
211. Is it practicable to carry a railway in that direction ? It is almost a plain.
212. Do you think it will be practicable to carry a railway from Eorbes to Wilcannia, and thence on to
Broken Hill ? I am sure that is the best route. •
213. Would it go through a good class of country ? Splendid country.
214. And it would be the means of supplying to another portion of the colony that which they do not 
produce themselves ? Tes. In fact, the railway would travel almost parallel with the Lachlan Biver.
215. Is that river navigable ? No. _
216. Can you give the Committee any information as to the number of steam-threshing machines in the 
districts to which you have referred? No.
217. Do you know the number of flour-mills ? Tes.
218. How many are there ? I think only two. There is one at Cudal—a steam flour-mill—and another at 
Cargo.
219. Are there any sawmills ? There is one sawmill.
220. Have you any knowledge of the timber on the route ? Tes.
221. What is the character of it ? Box and gum.
222. Do you know anything of the ironbark timber on the reserve already referred to ? No ; I do not.
223. I suppose that in your capacity as member, and during your long residence in the district, you have 
come into contact -with a large number of residents ? I have.
224. Can you inform the Committee what, generally, is the state of public opinion as to the advisableness
of constructing this railway ? I think there can be no doubt that the majority of the public are in favour 
of the Borenore and Cudal route. .
225. And that it is strongly opposed to the construction of a line from Molong to Parkes and Eorbes ?
Tes. I think the passenger traffic between Orange and Eorbes is as two to one, compared with that 
between Molong and Parkes. _ _ _
226. Have there been any public meetings in the district, and any agitation by petition as to the construc
tion of this railway ? Eor many years. _ _
227. Has the opinion expressed at these meetings been unanimous ? I will not say that, but I think I 
might say almost unanimous.
228. Besolutions have been carried in favour of the line ? Bepeatedly. I think the Committee ought to
understand this clearly, that the Molong district is an extensive one—it overlaps Cudal, and it extends 
away between Toogong and Cudal. The bulk of the fine country is south of the proposed line. _
229. Are there any minerals on the proposed route, or within a radius of 10 or 15 miles ? Cargo is a 
township which is the centre of a small gold-field, quartz and alluvial.
230. Now, coming back to the line from Molong to Parkes and Eorbes, via Elagstone Creek—you know it 
is 71 miles? Tes ; so I have been informei.
231. And that the cost of construction would be £433,000 ? That is what they state.
232. Do you think, in the interests of the public, that the line should be constructed at that cost ? I
distinctly say—no. ' ■
233. Tou do not think that it would pay interest on the capital expenditure and on the working expenses? I
do not think it could for many years. . _
234. It is estimated that the annual cost would be £26,055—do you think revenue approaching that cost
is likely to be obtained ? I do not think so. _
235. When the Commissioners estimate that the working expenses of the line would be covered by the
traffic, do you think that is a correct statement ? I do not think so by any means. _ _

■ ■ 236. Then you have no hesitation in saying that the route now before the Committee is not one which
should be recommended for adoption ? I unhesitatingly say that the evidence is overwhelmingly on the 
, . . side.

6 PAEMAMENTABT STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEKS. .
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side of the other route on the score of amount of land cultivation, settlement, and population—the 
number of towns, and the passenger traflBc demonstrate conclusively that the line should go Borenore s<1-’ ' '
and Cudal to Forbes—I state that, after very careful inquiry. There is a large reserve at Cargo waiting to 22Feb^l890 
be thrown open—that, of itself, would cause a great deal of increased settlement. '
237. Do you think it is desirable to construct a light line of railway from Forbes to Parkes ? That is, I 
think, the right course to take. Parkes is the centre of a fine agricultural district. There is magnificent 
country around Parkes—it is splendid soil, and is largely settled upon by men from Yictoria. The country 
between Forbes and Parkes is a regular bowling green. A pair of good horses will trot the distance in 2 
hours. '
238. Then your opinion is that the railway should be constructed via Cudal and Eugowra to Forbes ?
Tes ; and that a light line should connect Parkes with Forbes. '
239. Forbes would be the terminus of the main trunk line to Wilcannia and Broken Hill ? Yes.
240. Mr. Cfer.] There is a difference of some 16 miles in the length of the two lines P About 17 miles,
I" think.
241. Are you aware that although there is that difference in the distance, the cost of the Cudal line would
be much greater ? From my researches I understand less. '
242. Are you aware that the highest grade on the present projected line from Molong to Parkes and 
Forbes, is 1 in 70, and that there are some miles of line between Borenore and Cudal where there is a grade 
of 1 in 40? Yes.
243. Well, is not that objectionable ? I think it is an objection.
244. So that, although that line might go through better country, there would be this great disadvantage 
in connection with it—that there would always he this steep grade, over which all the traffic of that grand 
country—the Lachlan valley—would be carried for all time? It is an objection ; but the grade is only 
for a short distance.
245. Do you think it would'be possible to remedy this steep grade ? Well, it is, of course, a difficulty 
which cannot be put out of sight.
246. There is a fall from the range which you must negotiate in some way ? There is ; but although . 
there is this disadvantage you mention in bringing the traffic over the steep grade, I think the increased 
number of passengers and the increased quantity of wool and produce would more than compensate
for it.
247. You are aware of the character of the country all round here P I am.
248. I understand that it is fairly good country from Molong some few miles out ? Yes.
249. You then get into indifferent country ? Yes.
250. When you get to Flagstone Creek, it is indifferent country until you reach Parkes ? Yes.
251. What kind of country is there on the other line—is it all good country ? No ; a small portion of it
is very hilly, but not much. ■
252. There are a number of stations about Eugowra ? Yes.
253. And in the middle of the year all those leasehold areas will be thrown open to selection ? Several of 
them will, I understand.
254. We heard that some would be thrown open in the Molong district, and that they would be influenced 
by the railway to Parkes ? Our argument is, that we have a larger population in our district; that we 
have a bigger area of valuable country ; and that the Meranburn people would be within 10 or 11 miles
of the route I advocate. .
255. You think that the Borenore line would accommodate more people? That can be proved beyond 
possibility of doubt.
256. And you think it would fairly serve the people to the north as well as to the south ? Yes. •
257. You think it would fairly divide the district ? Yes. Except that the bulk of the superior land would 
be on the southern side.
258. Supposing the line were taken to the north ? Then it would be on the northern edge of the good 
country.
259. I presume there is a good rainfall about Cudal ? A fair rainfall.
260. Potatoes, I presume, would grow there ? Yes ; but they are not a certain crop. The wheat grown 
there is of a superior character, and commands rather a higher price than any other -wheat in this district,
261. Mr. Zee.] The agitation in reference to this Borenore line, I presume, is confined chiefly to the 
Orange people and the people residing about Borenore and Cudal ? Yes, and the people of Forbes.
262. And they have been almost unanimous ? Almost unanimous.
263. Do the Parkes and Molong people hold with you in regard to the route ? No ; they are strongly 
opposed to it.
264. Is the object of this proposed extension via Borenore and Cudal to serve the Forbes people, chiefly?
The object is to serve the people living to the south of Cudal and the Forbes people as well, of course.
265. Is not Forbes an important centre ? Yes.
266. A more important centre than Cudal or anyplace along the line of route? Yes.
267. And important in so far as it is the largest town in that direction out west ? Yes.
268. Consequently, it would offer a fair market for produce grown in the district ? A fair market. '
269. Consequently, the claims of Forbes would be greater than those of places along the route ? I 
think so.
270. If that is the case, should not the population be served by a line from Cowra, thence to Eugowra,
Forbes, and Parkes ? That would pass through a district with scarcely any population—at least, with a 
very small population.
271. Is there much population between Cowra and Eugowra ? Straight across there would be, I 
suppose.
272. What is the population between Eugowra and Forbes ? I could not say. It is on the score of 
settlement and population that we lean to the route I have named.
273. Qliairman7\ You mentioned that the people of Cargo would be greatly assisted by the construction ■
of a line from Borenore ? Yes.
274. Would they not be equally served by a line from Cowra through Canowindra? No ; they would be 
further from that line—the distance is much greater; nearly double, I think.
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Mr. E. 
Nathan.

22 Feb., 1890

Mr. Edward Nathan, manager for Messrs. Cobb & Co., sworn and examined:—
275. Chairman.'] What is your position ? I am manager for Cobb & Co.
276. How long have you been at Orange? Orange has been my home since 1868. I came to Orange 
first in 1861.

’ 277. How long have you held your present position ? Seventeen years on the 8th of next month.
278. During that time you have had the entire management of traffic under Cobb & Co. ? No ; only 
within the last eight or nine years.
279. Previous to that, however, you were connected with the firm ? Tes ; I did the office work.
280. What is your experience of the traffic between Borenore and Eorbes, and Molong and Parkes at the 
present time ? From July, 1888, to June, 1889, we carried on the Orange to Eorbes line, 2,480 passengers 
—there we were running opposition against the mail. The mail coach carried a lot of passengers ; we will 
allow that we carried 75 per cent, of the traffic ; that will give the mail coach 600 passengers, making a 
total of over 3,000 passengers from Orange to Eorbes. In the same time we carried, on the Molong and 
Parkes line, a little over 1,100 passengers.
281. Tou had no opposition on that line ? No ; we had the whole of the traffic to ourselves.
282. Have you found the traffic decreasing between Orange and Porbes ? No.
283. Is it quite up to what it was a few years ago ? It is more now.
284. Do you find an increase in the Parkes route ? Tes. The increase on the Parkes route is caused by 
a new rush on the other side of Parkes, to the north. It is the nearest route to Alectown. I have seen 
coaches go loaded with diggers only.
285. Do you know the road on both routes—that is between Molong and Parkes, and Orange and Eorbes ?
Intimately. _ '
286. What is the position of the two routes in regard to townships and population ? Let us commence 
with the Molong route—the first township is Meranburn—it consists of one small public-house, one 
blacksmith’s shop, two small stores, and what they call a farmer’s hall; then there is Cobb & Co.’s stables, 
and that is the township. The next place is called Bumberry ; it is called a postal town ; it is a receiving 
office. It consists of one public-house only, and Cobb & Co.’s stables. There is a little hut beside it.
287. Between that point and Parkes is there any other township ? There is a place called Job’s, 9 miles
from Bumberry. There used to be a public-house there. Then there is Bindogundra, about 6 miles from 
Job’s _
288. What townships are there on the Borenore and Eorbes line ? The first township is Cheeseman’s 
Creek, then there is Cudal, a largely populated place, with churches, schools, telegraph office, and post
office.
289. What is the next place ? Toogong. There are public-houses, one called the “Koyal Hotel,” a couple 
of stores, a hay and corn store, a public school, and a blacksmith’s shop.
290. Then as to Murga ? That is a postal town, consisting of one public-house.
291. And Eugowra? There are three public-houses, one large store, and several other stores, a black
smith’s shop, and a wheelwright’s place, a public school, a convent, and several other places of the kind.
292. Are there any other places between here and Eorbes ? No.
293. Tou have no hesitation in saying which line should be constructed ? Not the least.
294. The Eorbes line, you think ? Certainly. '
295. Do you know Cowra ? Tes.
296. Do you know the country between Cowra and Eugowra, via Canowindra ? I do.
297. Is it a fairly populated country ? There is no comparison between it and the route I have just given
you.
298. Would the population there compare favourably with the population on the route from Molong to 
Parkes? No.
299. It is not equal to that, you think ? No ; I speak from experience. I have taken the particulars from 
the passenger traffic on the line.
300. Is there a road through Canowindra ? Tes.
301. Do you know the traffic ? I have an idea of it. There is a coach from Cowra to Eorbes, but the 
passenger traffic on the Parkes line is infinitely superior to the traffic carried there.
302. How long is it since you have taken notice of the traffic ? This last year or two.
303. Has it been since the railway was constructed to Cowra? Tes; because we had not the coach 
running until then. There is a two-horse coach on the Cowra line.
304. Does that run daily ? Three times a week.
305. And on the other lines ? They run every day, except Monday.
306. Mr. Dowel.] Do you know anything of the country from Eorbes to Wilcannia ? As far as 
Condobolin.
307. What is the character of it ? It will grow anything on earth, if it has rain.
308. Do you think it desirable that if the line were taken to Eorbes it should be extended ? I do.
309. The country is sufficiently good to offer every inducement for the construction of the line ? Tes. 
3L0. Do you think the line should be constructed from Wilcannia to Broken Hill? I think that would 
be the best paying route.
311. The line we have under consideration—from Molong to Parkes and Eorbes—have you been over the 
route ? Hundreds of times.
312. Tou know the permanently staked-out line pretty well ? Tes.
313. Tou also have a large acquaintance with the country between Cudal and Eugowra ? Tes.
314. Knowing both parts of the country, what opinion have you formed as to the route which should be
adopted ? I say the Borenore to Eorbes route, because the settlement is near and the traffic is on the 
spot. '
315. The traffic that way is larger ? It is 3 to 1 as compared with the other way. I can give you some 
idea of the traffic on the other line from the receipts of our agent at Parkes in connection with the traffic 
from Parkes to Molong. The months given are in the year 1889 :—January, £53 9s.; February, £36 11s.; 
March, £50 17s. 6d.; April, £63 8s.; May, £42 7s. 6d.; June, £34 3s. 6d.; July, £37 15s. 6d.; August, 
£49 7s. 3d.; September, £65 Is. 6d.; October, £6110s. Total, £494 IQs. 9d.
316. Tou think the country on the Eorbes line is more settled ? Tes.
317. And that that is better country ? No, I will not say better. There is land on the Molong to Parkes
route as good as any land on the other route. 318.
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318. What kind of country is there between here and Manildra ? Splendid country.
319. Nearer to w'ater ? There is a permanent creek at Manildra. I have never seen it dry.
320. If you were to have regard to the traffic and to settlement, however, you would take the line via 
Cudal ? Well, I would take shares in one line, and I cenainly would not take any in the other. I have 
heard a great deal said about the floods on the Lachlan. Some years ago the flood-'waters came over the 
banks of the river, and they made a metal road about 12 inches high—that is supposed by the Hoads 
Department to be above the highest flood-mark.
321. How do you know that ? From the Department. It was built expressly to be above high water
mark ; they say it is above the flood-mark.
322. Who says so ? The Hoad Superintendent.
323. Have you not seen roads made with floods running over them afterwards ? Yes, but this road 
is supposed to be above the highest flood which ever occurred on the Lachlan. It was intended to be so 
built, I believe.
324. Is there any other information you would like to give the Committee ? Well, as regards the goods 
traffic, I obtained from the Borenore station information which shows that from January 1st to December 
31st, 1889, 570 tons of goods arrived for Borenore, 500 for Cudal, 17 for Toogong, 25 for Murga, 130 for 
Eugowra, 1,180 for Eorbes, 90 for Burrawang, 34 for Borambil, 380 for Condobolin, and 26 for Mr. Hope, 
making a total of 2,952 tons. The wool received from 1st September, 1889, to December 31st, 1889, 
amounted to 8,989 bales. The outward goods for the year 1889 amounted to 4,294 tons. The coaching 
came to £855 12s. 10d., and the passengers to £530.
325. Do you know the road from Eorbes to Parkes ? Yes.
326. Does it go through good country ? Yes.
327. Are there any engineering difficulties ? No. The land is as level as this floor.
328. A railway could be constructed at a cheap rate ? Yes, I should think so. It is a 10-miles-an-hour 
road.
329. Do you think a light line of railway between Eorbes and Parkes would answer all requirements ? 
Yes; they are only running two passenger-coaches three times a week. YYe are running four-horse 
teams on the Molong-Parkes road, using 24 horses in all, and 44 horses on the Orange and Eorbes road.

Mr. E.
Nathan.

22 Feb., 1890.

Mr. William Moulder, auctioneer and commission agent, sworn and examined:—
330. Chairman.^ What are you ? I am an auctioneer and commission agent. Mr. W.
331. Hesiding where ? At Orange. Moulder.
332. Eor how long? I was born here—that is thirty-seven years ago.
333. You have a good knowledge of the country and the district through which the railway will pass ? 22 Feb., 1890.
Yes, I have. ,
334. Mr. Lee.'] You have heard the evidence given as to this line ? Yes.
335. What is the nature of the evidence you wish to give respecting it ? Touching the country on both 
lines and the traffic.
336. You have lived here for many years, you know the development of the inside and outside districts, as 
well as the outlet of the traffic—will you give the Committee some proof of the progress of the district ?
I have not seen the line from Molong to Parkes since the survey was made, but I know the road well 
enough. The country from Molong to Meranburn is good wheat-producing country—in fact, it is good 
for any purpose ; but from Meranburn to near Parkes the country is not so good. It is some years since 
I was along that way, and it was then thinly populated. The country round Parkes is good. With the 
exception of a little bit of mountainous country, the country on the Borenore and Cudal line is very good. In 
most cases, however, the mountains are on one side and the good country on the other side of the Eugowra 
Creek—there are long valleys running up, and the land is all good, On the road from Eorbes to Eugowra 
all the land on the southern side in towards the Lachlan for a distance of 8 miles is good. On the 
eastern side of the Eugowra Creek there is also good country. I think some of the best land in the 
colony is to be found in that district. The land all about Cudal is very good—in fact, from Cudal to 
Cargo it is thickly populated with farmers. I understand the line goes through private holdings to the 
extent of about 7 miles. I have lived on the Lachlan, and all the way along, as far as I have been, it is 
good country. I have obtained some particulars from an official source with regard to the traffic.
337. To what traffic do you refer ? I And that the trainage paid for merchandise en route from 
Sydney to Eorbes and Parkes districts during 1885 was considerable. I will show the amounts derived 
from each route separately. The trainage paid to Eorbes via Cudal in 1885 was £7,424 9s. 5d ; whereas 
the trainage paid via Parkes and Molong was £1,878 13s. 3d. Quantities of wool, flour, and copper were 
received for conveyance by rail to Sydney. The quantity received via Eorbes and Cudal was 11,000 
bales of wool, 52,788 ingots of copper, and 300 tons of flour, hides, &c. There was recived via Parkes and 
Molong 3,000 bales of wool, no copper, and 50 tons of flour, hides, &c.
338. Do you know the surveyed routes between Borenore and Eorbes ? Yes.
339. But not the survey between Molong and Parkes ? No.
340. Take the line from Molong to Parkes first—what is the nature of the agricultural settlement along 
that line ? Erom Molong to Meranburn the country is well settled
341. And at any other point between there and Parkes ? Not until you come right up to Parkes,
342. And between Parkes and Eorbes ? I was 15 miles along the line three or four months ago, and there 
were then a few settlements.
343. Now as to the agricultural settlement on the line from Borenore to Eorbes? There are settlements 
from the moment you leave Borenore station till you get to Mrs. Keenan’s boundary.
344. Where is that ? At Keenan’s bridge, about 14 miles from Orange. Eor about 2 miles after you 
leave Borenore the land is settled with farmers, then there is grazing property till you get 6 miles from 
the railway, where there is a public-house and a Chinaman’s garden and farms ; then a mile and a half 
further on there are farms along the bank of the creek, and a public-house and post-office. Then you fall 
in with Mr. Smith’s property, which continues for about 4 miles, then on either side of the road there are 
farms ; on the right-hand side they go down to Mandagery Creek.
345. That is on the north side ? Yes. Then on the south side the farms continue through to Davy’s 
Plains; then there is a small break of a few thousand acres ; thence onto Cudal it is all populated country.
There are farms all down the Mandagery Creek on the north side of the line, and they continue right on 
to Eugowra.

31 (a)—B 346.
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Mr. 346. And between Eugowra and Eorbes ? There is not much settlement along the road—it is a new 
w. Moulder. roa(j_ 'pjjg road went round bj the Lachlan. There are farms for about 4 miles.

■ I suppose some of these farms have been established for some years ? Yes.
6 ’’ * 348. "What do they produce ? Wheat, hay, corn, and fruit.

349. More than sufficient for their own consumption? Yes.
350. What do they do with the balance ? Send it to the nearest market.
351. Where is that ? The nearest point would be Borenore.
352. Where is the market ? Orange or Sydney.
353. Is Orange an available market for produce grown there ? I think it is.
354. Are there any flour-mills in the town ? Three.

' 355. They would absorb some of the produce ? Yes. There is a flour-mill at Cudal that would take a lot
of wheat.
356. What I chiefly want to ascertain from you is this : All the evidence so far goes to prove that there 
is a surplus of produce in the district; the Committee want to know where the market for that produce is ?

_ It must be Sydney ; that would be the market for all surplus.
357. Is it a market at the present time ? It is.
358. Are there any intercepting markets on the line ? There are some markets along the line, but I do not 
think much wheat goes there. Bathurst is a market which grows wheat for itself, and some to spare too.
359. Have the farmers on this proposed line to Borenore any difficulty in getting their produce to a 
railway-station ? They have the ordinary carriage by teams. Of course they would have to pay a certain 
rate for it, but there would be no difficulty.
360. What is the state of the roads ? The greater part of them are in good order.
361. Macadamised ? Yes.
362. Have you any idea of the rate of carriage from Toogong to Borenore ? No.
363. You do not know the rate per bushel? No; it varies very much. It is much cheaper in some 
seasons than in others.

' 364. In bad weather more—in good weather less ? It is always more in winter.
365. During your long residence here, have you known wheat and other produce to spoil on account of 
the farmers not bringing it to market ? Not on account of their getting it to market.
366. What I mean is, the state of the roads being such that they could not haul their produce to the 
nearest railway-station for a market ? Well, we have had so many dry seasons lately that we have not

•' had enough rain to make bad roads. .
*' ’ > . 367. You hold, I supjiose, that railway extension creates settlement? I think it does.

■ ■ .368. Have you noticed that settlement has increased along the line from Orange to Molong ? Well, a
great deal of that land is held by Keenans and the Hon. John Smith.
369. Has settlement increased in consequence of the line? Well, the land is held by two individuals;

.' 370. Have they subdivided their land to put it into market ? Not that I am aware of.
371. So far as you know, they hold their lands intact ? Yes.
372. The construction of the line, so far as the public are concerned, has not assisted the settlement of the 
country. No.
373. Do you happen to know if it is the intention of these landowners to open up their land ? No.
374. To what purpose do they put it ? Grazing.
375. Do they cultivate ? Not to any extent.

■ 376. I believe there are similar estates on the line from Borenore to Eorbes ? Yes.
377. And what has happened in one case may happen in the other ? Yes. But then there are also estates
upon the line from Molong to Parkes.
378. Mr. Dowel.~\ What is the distance between Orange and Molong? About 22 miles by road, and by 
rail I think about the same distance.
379. You think a considerable amount of surplus produce will bo scut to Sydney ? Yes.

■ 380. Can you inform the Committee how many acres of first-class agricultural land will be served by the 
construction of the railway from Orange to Eorbes ? No.
381 Do you know anything of a petition sent down to Mr. Secretary Lackey in 1879, setting forth these 
particulars ? No, I do not.

■ 382. Is there a large quantity of agricultural land on the line you have been referring to ? A great deal 
of it is splendid agricultural land.
383. Do you think there would be 20,000,000 acres ? I could not form an idea.
384. Have you any knowledge of the number of stock in that particular district? Not the number.
385. Do you think there are 5,000,000 sheep in it ? No, I do not.
386. If the petition said that 20,000,000 acres of agricultural land would be served by the construction of 
the railway from Orange to Eorbes, and that there were 5,000,000 sheep upon it, is that statement likely 
to be correct ? I think it is over-estimated, but I have no knowledge of it.
387. Considering that the cost of the line from Molong to Parkes and E'orbes would be £433,000, and 

: that working expenses and interest would amount to £26,000 a year, do you think the Committee would
be justified in recommending the work to Parliament ? No, I do not.
388. Do you think it more probable that the other line wmuld pay that sum ? Yes. Ido not think any

■ line would pay better than the line from Borenore to Eorbes.
389. Erom your long residence in and knowledge of the district, do you think it is fairly progressive ? Yes.
390. And is settlement continually going on between Orange and Eorbes ? Yes. I did not go to Forbes 
for several years. When I went I stopped there ten days, and I moved round the district. I never saw 
such an improvement in any town in the same time. The district generally had improved greatly.
391. There was good, sound, substantial settlement ? Yes.
392. Do you know the country between Eorbes and Wilcannia? As far as Nymagee. •
393. Have you been to Wilcannia ? No.
394. How far on this side of it ? I do not know the distance.
395. So far as you know the country, is it capable of maintaining and supporting a line forming portion of 
the trunk line to Broken Hill ? I think it is. The line would run through magnificent country, so far as

. I know it. .
396. Do you know the Lachlan Biver ? Yes.
397. Could it supply a fair quantity of water for irrigation in the district ? Yes. The irrigation is carried

on
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on very largely by Mr. Edols, of Burrawang, and Mr. Gatenby of Towyal; Messrs. Eeymond ■& Nichols of 
Eorbes also irrigate. There are several small plants around Forbes for orchards and small plots. It is a 
very good river for the conservation of water—there are many lagoons along its banks, which hold a large 
quantity. 22 1890;
398. Have the irrigation plants to which you refer been a success ? "When I went down the Lachlan they 
told me they were. The crops I saw at Gatenby’s certainly looked well.
399. Tou think the construction of a line from Orange and Forbes, via the townships you describe, would 
serve the largest number of people ? Tes.
400. And that it would also act as a feeder to the main trunk line ? Tes.

Mr. W. 
Moulder.

Mr. Augustus Coulson, auctioneer, sworn and examined:—■
401. Chairman^ What is your occupation ? I am an auctioneer.
402. At Orange ? Tes.
403. How long have you been here ? Over thirty-five years.
404. Tou have been nearly all that time in business ? Tes ; over thirty years in business.
405. Has the nature of your business placed you in communication with the districts affected by the 
several routes of this railway ? Tes ; I have travelled through them a good deal.
406. Tou know the country well on both routes ? I know it better on the Cudal route, because I have
been doing more business there. I have been on both routes. _
407. Will you give us, in your own language, your idea of the relative merits of the two routes ? I think
that if you have regard not only to the country, but to the benefit of the largest number of the people, 
there is no comparison between the two lines. I suppose there is no better agricultural district in the 
colony than the Cudal district, and it is very largely populated. I know it because I have travelled right 
along the Lachlan nearly as far as Forbes, round by Canowindra and those places. .
408. What class of country is it south of Cudal, in the direction of Canowindra? It is all good useful 
country, and it is all populated.
409. Is it all held in large estates ? Principally in small areas.
410. Who are the holders of the largest estates through which either of these lines will run ? Well, there 
is Mr. Lance Smith and Mr. Bowman.
411. What proportion of Mr. Lance Smith’s property does the Borenore line pass through? I do not 
know what portion the line would take in. His place is Boree-Cabonne.
412. Does his station run as far as Boree-Nyrang ? I am not sure whether his property joins it or not. 
There is a creek just on the north of Boree, I do not know whether that divides the properties. •
413. Does Boree-Nyrang belong to his father ? Tes ; but the railway line does not go near it.
414. Does Mr. Lance Smith’s property reach as far as Cudal ? No.
415. How far from Cudal ? I think about 4 miles. His father’s property reaches near Cudal, but the 
principal portion of it would still be to the north.
416. Is that the largest estate on the Borenore line, or are there any other large estates there ? There is 
one at Toogong. I do not know which would be the largest, Toogong or Boree. Toogong belongs to Mr. 
Bowman, Mr. Jago Smith sold it to him a short time ago.
417. Then from Boree-Nyrang, or the point of the railway nearest to that place, right away to Toogong,- 
the land is in the hands of two large estate holders—the line runs through that land for the whole of that.

Mr.
A. Coulson.
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distance? Tes.
418. With the exception of a little private land at Cudal ? Tes.
419. Now let us come to the Molong and Parkes route—what large estates does that run through ? I think 
the only one is that of the M’Galium Brothers. I do not think it runs through much of Mr. John Smith’s.
420. Where is the M’Callum Brothers holding? About 10 miles from Molong.
421. And where does the estate terminate ? I do not know.
422. According to your evidence, there is no doubt that of the two lines the line from Borenore to Forbes 
would pass through the larger number of large estates ? I do not know how many large eatates there 
are near Parkes.
423. Do you know the country from Toogong to.Eugowra? Tes.
424. Is it in large estates or small holdings ? Small holdings.
425. And from Eugowra to Forbes—is it in large estates ? No I think not. I do not know, however, that 
the line does not go through Goimbla.
426. From your knowledge of this country do you think that if the Borenore line were constructed it 
would tend to a very much larger settlement? I do.
427. In what way could it do that if it passed almost entirely through large estates ? It is not nearly 
all in large estates. Bound the Cudal district the land is all in small holdings.
428. But from Borenore to Toogong, with the exception of a few small holdings at Cudal, there are two 
large estates ? There is a large population of small holders at Cudal.
429. I suppose there is no doubt that Cudal is a larger and more important town than any town between 
Orange and Parkes or Forbes? Tes, excepting Molong.
430. What is the nature of the country at Eugowra ? Yery good, it is in small holdings.
431. Would it be fit for agriculture ? Tes, I saw that by the stripper the other day they got 40 bushels 
of wheat to the acre.
432. Do you think that if the railway were taken to Eugowra it would tend to increase the area there 
under agriculture ? Tes, I have no doubt about it.
433. Do you know Bumberry, on the other route ? Tes.
434. Is it country similar to the country at Eugowra ? Tes, good useful country, but I do not think the 
soil is as good.
435. Is it held in large or small areas ? Small areas.
436. If a railway were constructed there the area under cultivation would be increased? Tes, I daresay 
it would.
437. And how many miles on either side of a railway would the farmers or agriculturists be served by 
its construction ? I could not tell you ; I should say from 15 to 20 miles.
438. Do you know the country north of Molong, along the Parkes line—Djlga, Guntble, and Bell for 
instance ? I know the Dilga property, that is yery inferior.
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Mr. ' 439. Mr. Dowd.'] What are the chief products that would be carried on the proposed Hue from Borenore
A. Coulson. to Porbes ? Well, a great quantity of stock and produce of various kinds. _ , .
/ ^ . 440. Wheat, oats, and hay, I suppose ? Yes ; and there is a splendid corn-growing district at Cudal.

22 Feb., 1890. There will be considerable traffic in wool ? Yes ; there are a tremendous lot of small holders of sheep 
there.
442. Stock of all descriptions ? Yes. . _ . . re /-i j i i 4-u -n>-
443. Is there any wine-growing in the district? There is a splendid vineyard just oft Cudal, at the J3ig
Plat. A G-erman has it, and has made it a big success. There is a small vineyard of l-g- acre. I was 
talking to the man about it, and he said he had made more off it than off all his agricultural land. He 
said the season was not very good, and that he had made £150 off acre of grapes. _
444. You think the soil and climate are admirably adapted to wine-growing? I do not think there is
better land in Australia for wine-growing than the land in the Cudal district. Now I come to think of it,

, I should like to amend my evidence with regard to the land between Boree-Cabonne and Toogong. I think 
I stated that, with the exception of some settlement at Cudal, the whole of the land on the railway in that 
direction was in the hands of two large estate holders. On reflection, I can remember that a great deal of 
the land is largely populated with farmers. __
445. Are there farms on these large estates then? I suppose it is land selected out of the estates. Ihere
is one of 2,000 or 3,000 acres belonging to the Irving Brothers. _ _ ,
446. Prom what you say, the whole of the land from Orange to Porbes, is suitable to agricultural pursuits . 
"Y"cs.
447. I suppose you would have a good knowledge of the other route also ? Yes ; I have travelled upon it 
a great deal, but not so much as upon the southern route.
448. Can you inform the Committee what is the comparative value of land on both routes what, for
instance, would be the difference in the price of an improved farm, supposing you had one, to submit to 
auction ? The land in the Cudal district is more valuable and fetches more money, I believe, than land in 
the Molong district. .
449. How much per acre do farms sell at in the Cudal district ? I have known selections and improved 
farms sold for £4 per acre—it would be equal to £4 15s.—there would be 15s. owing to the G-overnment.
450. Do you know the value of unimproved land in the Cudal district? I know land there worth £5 or
£6 an acre—it is black soil. ,
451. Most of the holdings on the Cudal route are small, are they not ? Yes. I think that from 2,000 to
3,000 acres would be about the largest holding.
452. I suppose some of these large holdings you have referred to are between Cudal and Porbes . . y-®8-.
453. Having a large and extensive knowledge of this district for many years—what is your opinion in 
reference to the merits of the two routes ? I think the Cudal route is superior.
454. In every respect ? Yes. _ _
455. Both as regards the population and the soil, the character of the soil itself, and the probable revenue 
from the railway ? Yes. 1 do not think there is any comparison between the two lines.
456. Do you know anything of the country down the Lachlan to Wilcannia? No ; but I have been as 
far as Condobolin.
457. You know the country between Porbes and Parkes ? Yes.
458. What is its character ? It is good, useful country.
459. Is it settled upon to any large extent? Yes. .
460. Chiefly agriculturists ? Yes. The only drawback is want of water.
461. Is there any dairying in the locality ? Not that I know of.
462. Nor is there in the Cudal district ? Not to any extent.
463. What are the principal products grown on the land betwmen Borenore and Porbes ? Wheat and oats.
464. Pirst, as to wheat—Can you give the Committee any idea as to the average crop of wheat obtained 
from that country ? I cannot; but the greatest crop I ever saw was in the Cudal district.
465. Have you any idea as to how many bushels to the acre the crops go? Some 50, some 30, some 25 bushels.
466. Do you think 20 bushels to the acre would be a fair average ? I think so.
467. Of course you are aware that that is a higher average than is obtained in other parts of the colony ?
I think there is an average of over 20 bushels this year. _
468. Then it is good wheat-growing country ? Yes. The wheat is superior to our Orange wheat; I think
the millers give more money for it. •
469. What is the price now? Three shillings,a bushel.
470. Is there much hay or oats grown ? Yes ; they grow a great quantity of hay.
471. What do the farmers do in the produce line? Well, I know they have to let a lot of straw go to
waste through being unable to get it to the railway. In one year they burnt hundreds of tons. There is 
of course plenty of consumption for it, if it can be got to the railway. _
472. What other produce do you think they could reckon upon to give revenue to the railway? Well,
there is the stock. _
473. Would there be much stock ? Yes. There is a lot of live stock traffic in these parts.
474. Would there be much wool ? Yes ; they would grow a good deal of wool. _
475. Do you think the railway would be the means of drawing wool from outlying districts which now 
send it elsewhere ? Yes ; I do.
476. Then you think that the permanently staked-out route via Cudal is the best that could be constructed 
in the interests of all parties ? Ido.
477. Supposing the line were constructed, would it not to a large extent serve a number of persons 
settled to the south of’the proposed Molong and Parkes line ? It might.
478. Would it not serve the people at Manildra? Yes.
479. And at Dulladerry ? Yes.
480. All these people to a certain extent would be served by your proposed Hue ? Yes. _ _
481. Have you heard of any strongly expressed opinions among the public generally in favour of this 
line ? Yes, I have. I was speaking to a stranger, Mr. Cassidy, just now, and he said he did not think 
there could be two questions about the line.
482. He knows the country? Yes, the Chairman of the Committee knows him very well.
483. Knowing the line from Molong to Parkes and Porbes, knowing that it would cost £433,001, do you
think it likely that sufficient revenue would be obtained to pay working expenses and interest ? I do not 
think so, at present. - ’ 484.
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484. Or for some considerable time? No, but I thiuk that if a line were started via Cudal, there would 
soon, be a tremendous population in that district. It is very largely populated now.
485. The district is a progressive one ? Undoubtedly. .
486. Tou see no probability of its retrogressing ? Not the slightest.
487. Tou think that a line of railway, if constructed, would offer larger inducements to agriculturalists 
than to pastoralists ? Tes, but I may say that a small property of 1,500 acres sold for £3 10s. per acre ; 
it was principally grazing land, and it was near Cudal.
488. Chairman.']. Is there land available for an increased agricultural population, if the line you speak of 
were constructed ? That I cannot say, unless the owners subdivided or sold portions of their holdings. 
There is nearly a continuation of farms right on to Cargo.
489. Then unless these large landholders subdivide their holdings, there can be no fresh settlement ? I
am not aware of any land now available, but if there is any land for sale it will be snapped up very 
quickly as soon as people discover that a railway is going that way. '

Hr.
A. Coulson.

22 Feb., 1890.

Mr. Patrick Kenna, hotelkeeper, sworn and examined :—
490. Chairman.] Tou reside at Orange ? Tes.
491. What are you ? An hotelkeeper.
492. How long have you been in the district ? I have been a resident for thirty-three years.
493. Tou have a thorough knowledge of it? I have.
494. Mr. Coxi] Tou are aware that there has been for many years a desire to have a railway connecting 
this portion of the country with the Lachlan Valley ? I am aware of that.
495. What is the reason you have been unable to obtain the railway? Well, there has been a deal of 
rivalry. It was decided by Parliament, some seven or eight years ago, that a railway should be taken to 
Porbes. There wmre only nineteen against it. Mr. W. H. Suttor moved an amendment for a trial survey 
from Cowra, and the work was thus shelved ; but for that, we should have had a railway to Porbes to-day.
496. Now there is a third rival route ? Tes, from Molong to Parkes.
497. So that this very thickly populated and fine agricultural country has been suffering an injustice 
from the want of unanimity among the people in the surrounding districts ? Tes, the railway was 
carried by a large majority in the Lower House, but it was shelved in the Upper House, through an 
amendment moved by Mr. W. H. Suttor.
498. What was his objection to the Porbes railway from Borenore ? I do not know that I can remember 
it now.
499. Did he not contend that the line from Borenore was an expensive one to construct, whereas the one 
from Cowra was an inexpensive one ? Tes, I think it was, but the line from Cowra to Forbes was, and 
still is, thinly populated. It is nearly all squatting country.
500. And it would not have served a large number of farmers in the country round about Borenore ? 
Well, if they made that line they would have to make another line to Eugowra.
501. What is your objection to the line proposed by the Government via Molong ? I^hink in the interests of 
the country it ought not to be made, because it is not as good a paying line as the other line.
502. Why ? I cannot tell you very much about the land from Molong to Parkes, but I know that the 
population is not nearly so great as it is on the other route.
503. Is not the fact that the country is thickly populated proof that it is better country ? There is no 
doubt about that. The most people will settle where the best land is.
504. Which would develop the country most, a line via Cudal or a line via Molong and Parkes ? Well, 
four or five places would.be benefited to the south of Cudal if you took the line to Borenore. There would 
be Big Plat, Cargo, Canowindra, Davy’s Plains, Barragin. It is all good agricultural land at those places, 
and they all lie to the south of the proposed line from Borenore. If a railway were taken from Molong to 
Parkes those places would not participate in its benefits—they would be too far away. They would have 
to go either to Borenore or to Cowra.
505. Suppose the line were carried from Borenore via Cudal—would not all the people to the north be 
left out in the cold? No. Most of the people on the north side, as far as I can hear from the information 
I have, until you get within 25 miles of Parkes, would be benefited by a line going via Cudal—'they would 
only have to come some 9, 10, 12 miles to meet the Cudal line. They would participate for a certain 
distance, as much as the people in the south, in the benefits of the line.
506. Have you any interest in the country on the Cudal line ? No.
507. Tou are speaking in the interests of the country generally? Tes.
508. Which is the shorter line—that via Cudal or that via Molong ? Well, if you take into consideration
the line from Molong to Parkes there would be 20 miles made, there would also be 10 miles made of the 
Porbes line up to Borenore. When completed, however, the Molong line, although shorter in construction, 
would be 17. miles longer from Sydney than the other line. . ■
509. Consequently, all the residents of the Lachlan Yalley for many miles down would have to pay some 
17 miles of carriage more by way of Molong than by way of Borenore ? Tes.
510. Tou think that ought to be taken into consideration in the construction of a railway ? Tes ; because 
it will be a charge for all time.

Mr.
P. Kenna.

22 Feb., 1890,

511. Is there any really poor country on the Cudal line ? Well, there are some ranges which come into 
the creek about Giombla, Long’s Corner, and the Eugowra Creek.
512. Is the country there w'ell timbered ? Tes ; there is good box and ironbark. I know of two men 
who have taken up a selection at Pretty Plains, the fencing stuff is bad there, and I have seen them bringing - 
down beautiful ironbark from near Toogong, as good as any you would get near the Nepean.
513. Do you know the country between Eugowra and Forbes ? I know it all, it is a level, flat country. 
At present, however, it is only a sheep run. I believe some selectors have taken up 3,000 or 4,000 acres, 
combining farming and squatting.
514. What do they do with their produce ? There is a mill at Porbes which turns out a large quantity of 
flour. They send their wheat there.
515. Is that a better market for them than the Sydney market ? Tes, the carriage kills them sending to
Sydney. _ '
516. If a railway passed through this country then, they would not take advantage of it except to .send
their produce to Porbes ? That would depend upon the price. If the price were higher in Sydney they 
would send it there. 517,
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• tc*' Arey°u aware whether there are any leaseholds likely to he thrown open on the line between Too-
Bijni. gong and Forbes ? There are large reserves about Cargo. I know people have been waiting for the last 

22Fbb"~1800 tvvo or three years for them to be thrown open to selection.
'' ' 518. Tou spoke a little while ago of the fine country about Canowindra, but the people there would not

be benefited by either of these two routes, because they would be nearer Cowra ? From Canowindra to 
Cowra the distance is 22 miles, but from Canowindra to where this line would go there would be a dis
tance of only 12 miles. There would be a difference of 8 or 10 miles between the two places.
519. Where are the engineering difficulties in the making of a railway via Cudal ? There are only 6 
miles which are bad.
520. Where do they start ? From the other side of Borenore down to Keenan’s bridge.
521. The grades would necessarily be somewhat heavy there ? Tes.
522. When you once get down to Boree-Cabonne you are in level country ? Tes. . _
523. There are no difficulties between that and Forbes ? There are some ridges coming into the creek, 
and there might be a little cutting at places, but there would not be any long cutting.

. 524. When you once get down to the flats on the Lachlan, is there no danger from floods ? I think they
• made two surveys there some years ago. After making the first survey they found that the flood would 

come up above it, then they took a circuit, and went round outside flood marks, to a certain extent. I do 
. - not think the flood will interfere with the last route chosen.

, > 525. Is not the town of Forbes subject to flood ? Some parts of it. _
526. There are two or three large estates on this line, Boree-Cabonne and Toogong for instance—they 
are at present merely sheep walks ? There are sheep and cattle there.
527. But it is, nevertheless, distinctly good agricultural land ? I do not think you would find finer agri
cultural land in the colony, not even in the valley of the Hunter than you would find at Cudal. It is 
splendid wheat growing land in a fair season. _
528. Of course if that country were taken up by agriculturalists the probability is that the proprietors 
would be only too glad to allow human beings to live on it instead of sheep and cattle ? It will come to 
that in time, when the old people are dead and the estates are cut up.
529. Speaking as a citizen, you say distinctly that the line via Cudal will serve the greater number of 
people, and would be more conducive to the welfare of the community than that via Molong and Forbes ? 
Well, if the two lines were in the hands of companies, and I were asked to take shares, I should much 
prefer taking shares in the Cudal line than in the other.

Mr. Frederick Kichardson, Railway Station-master, Orange, sworn and examined:—
Mr. S’. 530. Chairman.~\ What is your position ? I am Station-master at Orange.

Richardson, ggj. How long have you been in that position ? Nine years.
22U~hV~ison ^an I011 S'76 118 any idea of the goods traffic from your station to Forbes and Parkes ? I suppose 

e ■’ ^ ‘ you mean before the Molong line was open. If so, the figures Mr. Moulder gave you are those which I
should give; mine would only be a repetition of his.
533. Did you hear Mr. Moulder’s evidence P Tes.
534. And you confirm the statements he made ? I do.
535. Since the railway has been opened has the amount of traffic to Forbes increased or decreased ? I 
could not give you reliable information, for this reason, that a large proportion of the traffic has gone 
Cowra-way. The traffic at Borenore this year is greater than it was last.
536. Has not the Cowra traffic made a decrease in your traffic, so far as Forbes is concerned ? Well, we 
do not see the Forbes’ traffic, it never touches Orange, it only runs through. The records as to actual 
traffic are those Mr. Nathan gave you.
537. Have you noticed a great falling off in the goods traffic at your station since the railway to Bore
nore was opened ? Undoubtedly. _
538. Tou lose the whole of the Forbes traffic? We lose Forbes and Parkes as well; it is equivalent

' to £10,000 or £11,000 a year, probably a little more, but it would depend upon the season.
539. Could you give us any idea of the amount of traffic which comes through from Borenore? I could 
supply you with a statement of the number of trucks passing through, but I should have to go through my 
books to compile the statement.
540. Could you give us an idea of the class of goods ? There would be, principally, four or five different sorts; 
there would be weol, flour, grain, and such things as hides and skins; that would be the principal traffic.
541. Is there much of that traffic left in Orange, or does it go through to Sydney ? A fair proportion of 
the wheat is left in Orange, about 20 or 25 per cent, of the wheat would come to us, I suppose. There is 
a little flour, but nothing very startling. ATe get a little flour, I think, from Cudal.
542. I suppose you have no knowledge of the country outside ? Not on the Parkes line. I have been 
on the Forbes line, to a place called Boney’s Rocks, beyond Cudal and Canowindra. I have also been 
round by Davy’s Plains. The land I have seen is very superior.

Caleb Robertson Barry, Esq., bank manager, sworn and examined :—
543. Chairman.^ What are you ? 1 am a bank manager.
544. Residing where ? At the present time at Blayney, but for seven years I was residing at Cudal. I 
was then secretary to the Cudal Railway League.

22 Feb., 1890. 545 Were you in a bank at Cudal ? Tes.
546. Can you give us any information as to the rival routes now before us ? I know a good deal of the 
country about Cudal.
547. AV’hat class of country is it, and what are its products ? Well, from Molong to Canowindra, with 
the exception of one small patch, you may say that it is a wheat-field. Every acre is fit for wheat. It is 
rich red volcanic soil.
548. Mr. Lee.] How long were you managing a bank at Cudal ? Seven years.
549. What was the state of the small settlers of the district at that time ? When I first went there the 
district was a comparatively new one, and the settlers had, of course, an up-hill fight in clearing their 
land. Then they were much handicapped by the cost of carriage—they were confined to one crop. Being, 
AS they were, 28 miles from Orange, it would not pay to grow hay, and, of course, the local population

'' ' ' ‘" " • ' WAS
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was not sufficient to absorb, it—the result was that the farmers had either to let the crops grow grain or ' ■ ~
to let them rot. I have known dry seasons in which, under ordinary circumstances, the crops would ai:ry> S<1' 
have been cut for hay, but the farmers, sooner than cut them for hay, which they knew they could not sell, 22”lVb~1890 
risked losing everything, and allowed them to grow for grain. , •> oa .
550. How far would that be from Borenore ? Seventeen miles and some chains.
551. You say that good land extends down as far as Canowindra ? Yes, with the exception of small 
patches about Sandy Creek, near Molong. The land from Molong to Canowindra is of the same, character.
552. Does it extend still further south ? I know nothing beyond that.
553. How far would Canowindra be from Cowra ? I could only make a guess—it is supposed to be half
way between Cudal and Cowra. .
554. Can you, as a bank manager, give us some idea of the financial position of the settlers about Cudal 

you need not answer the question if you think it would trespass upon your private business as manager?
Their financial position, when I was there, was good. All that they had was expended in clearing the land 
and erecting improvements. They were in a good position, but the greater part of their wealth was lying 
in their land. ’ ■
555. They were able to sell some crops to enable them to get along ? Yes. .
556. And the crops, you say, were wheat ? Yes ; they had to depend entirely upon that.
557. Were the settlers of a good character ? Certainly. .
.558. Had they selected to make homes for themselves and families, or were they, in a large degree, the 
representatives of capitalists ? I do not know of an exception to their being all good bona-fide farmers.
559. As a rule they were ? Yes, certainly. • - . .
560. And you think that if there were a fair outlet to enable these persons to get their stock to market
the district would still further progress? Yes; and a number of other things would be grown there 
which they cannot grow at the present time, because they cannot bring them to market. ■
561. A railway would give them the necessary outlet ? Yes. They must leave New South Wales, it
seems to me, if they cannot get an outlet.* .
562. These people are so shut up at present they cannot get access to the main thoroughfare ? Yes ; and 
it does not pay to send a great deal of the produce by teams.
563. Have they any difficulty in disposing of their grain at present ? No, except that they have to cart
it a long distance. '
564. But they can find a market ? Yes.
565. And you have no doubt that larger quantities would be grown if they had a better outlet ? Yes.
566. Are you aware whether any capitalists have banded themselves together as syndicates on the line of 
route you advocate ? Not that I am aware of.
567. Are you aware of any extraordinary influence that has been brought to bear to get the line carried 
in that direction for the benefit of syndicates ? No.
568. As a bank manager, you would be in a position to know that such syndicates were in existence?
Well, .there were none before I left, and I think I should have known if there had been any since.
569. Do you know the route the line has been surveyed from Borenore to Forbes ? A large portion of it.
570. How far have you been along it ? As far as Eugowra.
571. What is the nature of the country ? Not as good about Eugowra as it is at Cudal, but it is good
country, and there are a number of farmers settled about Eugowra. "
572. Are there any large portions in the neighbourhood as good as the Cudal land ? The land down as 
far as Canowindra to Molong is the same ; from Borenore to Murga there is much the same character of 
red land.f
5/3. Mr. Dowel.i Do you know the surveyed route from Molong to Parkes and Eorbes ? I have been on 
apportion of it. 1 have been from a few miles on the Parkes side of Manildra into Molong.
574. Have you had an opportunity to observe the character of the country ? I did notice it. There is 
very good land, indeed, from Molong to Garra, and getting in towards Manildra. Beyond that, the 
character of the land I saw was very inferior.
575.. In your capacity as secretary to the Cudal Railway League you have had special opportunities to 
obtain a large amount of information as to these various lines ? Yes.
576. Is the preponderance of evidence you have obtained in favour of the Cudal line? Yes, or I would
not have advocated it. .
577. You refer to evidence independently of your own personal observation ? Yes.
578. You have informed Mr. Lee that you have considerable knowledge of the position of the early 
selectors of Cudal; you have said that when they first settled on the soil they had considerable difficulties 
to contend with; have they improved their position or not? I have been two years away, and I cannot say 
exactly, but I take it that they are improving their holdings every year. Their wealth is in their holdings.
579. Were the improvements you saw made substantial? Yes.
580. The agricultural settlement appeared permanent—that is, as far as you could judge, the land was not 
likely to revert back to pastoral purposes ? The majority of the improvements were of a superior character.
The fencing was very good indeed;—first-class fencing. There were also good orchards and homesteads.
581. Do you think a railway via Cudal and Toogong is likely to pay ? I think it is likely to pay the
Government better than any other line. .
582. Do you know the estimated cost of the railway to Parkes and Eorbes ? I know it is estimated to 
cost about £60,000 more than the other line.
583. Do you think the line would give as good a return for the outlay as the other line ? No. If you
look at the map you will see that it comes out due west to Borenore from Orauge. It then goes north
west to Molong, and comes down again to Manildra, within 7 miles of Cudal. That is the best point on 
that line. The majority of the population is . settled south of Cudal; and, taking Cudal as the starting 
point, if a line were constructed via Molong, through Manildra, the people would have 10 miles to go to 
Manildra and 26 miles round to Borenore or Orange. The difference going from Cudal to Orange by 
Manildra and by Cudal direct would be 20 miles. ' ‘ *

584.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—RAILWAY FROM MOLONG TO TARKES AND FORBES. .'Ij3

* Note {on revision): This question was—“ If the farmers had railway communication (i.e.r with the metropolis via 
Borenore), could they dispose of their produce ?” My reply was—l< Yes; if they cannot, they had better leave New South 
Wales. . ■

t Note (on revision) From Molong on the north to Canowindra on the south, and from Borenore on the east to 
Murga on the west, there is the same character of rich, volcanic soil.
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C. Barry, 584. That would be a considerable disadvantage ? Tes. A man would have to go 10 miles to get to 
Sl^' Manildra railway-station, and he would then have to pay carriage round to Borenore. That applies to all 

22F^b'~1890 places situated south of Cudal.
’’ ’ 585. Tou have a special knowledge of the country round about Cudal; it is stated that that country

presents engineering difficulties ;—what do you know of the matter ? There is a difficult portion between 
Borenore and Keenan’s Bridge, but I think the line there could be improved. I think it could be made 
straighter. I could never understand why the line was brought so far north. I believe that if the 
gradient was lengthened slightly, and if you took a longer time to come down, the grades would be 
considerably eased.*
586. Do you think the engineering difficulties arising out of the physical features of the country are suffi
cient to prevent the construction of a line ? Well, the Committee have the permanent survey to judge by.
587. Tou do not think there is any great difficulty to contend with. As far as I can see, there is not.
588. Mr. Gox!\ Did the League of which you were secretary make up a fair estimate as to the probable 
receipts of a railway to Forbes, w'a Cudal? Not the probable receipts, but we had statistics collected 
showing the number of farmers and the quantity of wheat grown at the time, and so forth.
589. Have you seen the estimate of the Commissioners as to the receipts on the Molong, Parkes, and
Porbes line ? I have not. . .
590. It appears that the annual charge upon the line will be £26,000 ; the traffic is estimated to be worth 
£11,000, so that the country will be mulcted to the extent of £15,000 a year ? I can quite understand that.
591. Do you think you could show better figures than that iu respect of the Cudal line ? I have not 
made them up, but I am sure we could.
592. And the Cudal line would be 17 miles shorter than that via Parkes ? 17 miles shorter to Sydney.
Of course it will not be shorter to construct. I heard a question asked with regard to the settlement 
round about Cudal. The statistics we collected showed the number of farms within 9 miles of Cudal to 
be close upon 200.
593. Chairman] How far is Cudal from the nearest point on the Molong and Parkes line ? As the crow 
flies, about 7 miles—about 10 miles with roads.
594. That is the township ? Tes.
595. For how many miles does agriculture extend northward up towards the line ? Up as far as 
Manildra.
596. Then if a line were constructed from Molong to Parkes it would materially^serve the Cudal people?
No, I do not think it would. They would have to go 10 miles to Manildra with their teams, and then 
pay 26 miles of railway carriage to Borenore—whereas they could reach Borenore direct, by a good 
metal road, in 17 miles. t .
597. How far northward of Cudal do you reckon belongs to the Cudal District ? It would be hard to
say. Of course some of the Cudal farmers go to Molong. ...
598. Then if this line were constructed to Molong a portion of it would run through what is virtually a 
part of the Cudal District? That would be the nearest point, and it is the best point on that line.
599. The advantages of the line from Borenore to Forbes are derived principally by the farmers to the
south of Cudal? It would also benefit those to the north. If a man were living 2 or 3 miles from 
Manildra, he would save expense by taking his produce down to Borenore, saving the railway carriage 
between Manildra and Borenore. If a railway were constructed from Borenore to Cudal, there would 
probably be a station at Boree, which would be the station lor the Manildra people. _
600. Have you any other information to give to the Committee? Well, in regard to the compensation for 
land, when a question was asked in the House, it was stated that there were 24 miles of purchased land 
on the Cudal line. The highest price for a highly-improved farm on that line would be £4 an acre. One 
farm, which the railway traverses, was sold at £3 10s. per acre. If you add 25 per cent., you would have 
£2,000 for the whole distance. The whole compensation ought not to exceed £5,000.

MONDAY, 24 FEBRUARY 1890.
[The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Molong, at 10 a.m]

filrmttt:—
JAMES EBENEZEE TONKIN, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Geoeqe Henby Cox. | "William Spbinothorpe Dowel, Esq.
Charles'Alebed Lee, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Molong to Parkes and Forbes.

T. Kennedy, 
Esq.

24 Feb., 1890.

Thomas Kennedy, Esq., surveyor, sworn and examined :—
601. Chairman] What is your position ? I am in the Eailway Survey Branch.
602. Where are you at present stationed ? Near Gulgong.
603. Do you know the proposed railway from Molong to Parkes? Tes. .
604. Had you anything to do with the survey of it ? Tes ; I made an improved survey on the perma
nently staked line.
605. When was this ? Last January ; I finished it in January of last year. _
606. Did you make any material alterations in the original survey ? The grades were 1 in 40 before, and
I reduced them to 1 in 50. The first alteration I made was at the town of Molong. _
607. What did that deviation consist of—-in which direction did you go from the originally-surveyed line ? 
Across the creek ; that would be to the north.
608. How far did you go to the north from the originally-surveyed line ? About one mile and a-half.

# Note {on revision):—I explained, thafc if the line was taken more to the south than the present surveyed, line, I 
believed a shorter line would be obtained, and that, in addition to this, 1 believed that an easier grade would be obtained by 
the southern route from the high land by coming down a longer spur from the Canoblas than that taken by the present 
surveyed line. This spur runs out on the low land at Mouse Hole Gap, near Evan’s farm, about three miles further on than 
Keenan’s Bridge, where the present survey reaches the low land, and from that point on the lines would be identical.
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609. And you then returned to the same line? At about l-g- miles on from Molong I connected with the T. Kennedy,
line again. -^SCI-
610. And by so doing what was the advantage you gained upon the original survey ? I reduced the grade o,Tir^'~TcnA'from 1 in 40 to 1 in 76. bj 6 j D j 0 24 Feb., 1890.
611. Did that increase the distance much ? It increased it by over a mile.
612. What is the ruling grade of the entire line from Molong to Parkes ? There was a short bit of 1 in 
40 in the rough survey; in the improved survey the grade was 1 in 50, via Bumbery, and 1 in 4-0 via 
Flagstone Creek.'
G13.. Ton know of a short piece of 1 in 40 ? Xes, but it could be avoided.
614. 1 in 50 is the steepest grade that you left ? Tes.
615. What would be the extra expense of crossing the creeks in connection with the first deviation you
made at Molong ? I could not say. I see there is an opening of about 30 feet. .
616. Is it likely that the deep cutting attached to the originally surveyed line would counterbalance the
cost of the two bridges ? I should think so. An advantage is gained in this way. The original survey 
left about three-quarters of a mile on the Orange side of the Molong station. -
61/. Are we to understand that this deviation was made for the express purpose of bringing the line into 
Molong itself ? Tes, a short branch line was constructed into the town of Molong—the surveyed line •
never came right through the town—that is the line from Molong to Forbes as it is here. An alteration 
was made just here at the station, taking the line on, and making a continuous line of it; to do that it 
was necessary to cross these creeks. .
618. Do you understand anything about the cost of construction ? No, I do not.
619. Tou could not tell us whether there would be any material difference between the cost of the deviation 
and the cost of the line as originally surveyed r I could not tell. I daresay estimates have been taken 
out by the Department from the two pieces. I should say it would be cheaper to come round through the 
town, else you could not possibly reduce the grade of 1 in 40 to 1 in 70 without tunnels.
620. Where is the next deviation made ? Yery little is made ; it runs in and out of the line nearly all
the way till you reach 241 miles. '
621. Then you branch off to the north ? Tes. Going through Bumberry there is a rough range to cross.
On the other side of Bumberry the country is very rough all round, but there is a low gap in the range.
622. By that deviation you reduce the grade to 1 in 50 from 1 in 40? Tes.
623. Was the distance increased by that deviation ? I think it is about the same—there may be a differ
ence of about a mile.
624. Do you know anything about any other survey that has taken place in addition to these two ? I
know of one through Bocoble Gap. "
625. Do you know anything of the country there ? Tes, I went down and had a look at the country; it 
is an easier gap to get through than the other.
626. Is it a different gap to the one you went through? Tes. '
627. Ton do not mount so high ?’ No. It is lower than Lord’s Gap. .
628. an the event of a line going through Bocoble Gap, would it place the deviation further to the south
than by any other survey ? Tes, it would bring it nearer Cudal.
621). How many miles nearer Cudal than the ])resent line ? My deviation would go further away, but 
Mr. Stuart is making a deviation, and would be able to give evidence on that point.
630. Mr. Lee.] When were you sent to examine this staked line between Molong and Forbes ? Last
September twelvemonths.
631. That was before the proposal was referred by Parliament to the Public Works Committee ? Tes.
632. Have you made any investigation since the matter was referred to the Committee? No.
633. The sketch survey, as shown on this map in the blue line, is the line that was submitted by the 
engmeer of the department to the Public Works Committee? I am not sure ; I think it was submitted 
up to 241 miles.
634. Is the red line shown on this map the lino described ? The blue lino up to 241 miles, I think, and 
the red line afterwards.
635.. The blue line from Molong to the point you name is as near as possible along the route of the 
originally staked line ? Tes.
636. Describe the line from point 241 miles along the line via Bumberry? At 241 miles it takes a north
easterly direction till you reach 249.
637. At that point the blue line is how far from the permanently staked line? 1|- miles. It takes a 
northerly direction up to 257 miles.
638. At point 257 how far is the blue line from the permanently staked survey ? About 7 miles • the
line then follows the main road right into Parkes. ’
639. Till it junctions with the staked survey at262 miles? Tes.
640. And the widest point between the original survey and your survev is 7 miles? Tes. '
641. What was the object of making a deviation so far from the original line in that direction ? The 
country between the red and blue lines is rough broken country.
642. And what is the nature of the country through which you have taken your detour. For about 4 - 
miles at the hack of Bumberry it is very rough country. After that it goes into good grass country ; that
extends down until you get on to the Billabong Creek, and then it is good land. '
643. Is there much agricultural country along that route ? I think most of the flats aloug the Billabono-
Creek could be cultivated. ° .
644. How much of the country has been taken up? It is nearly all held in selections or leases
645. Are there many large freehold estates along that route ? I do not think so; it is nearly all
selections. ■ •'
646. The land is chiefly in the hands of conditional purchasers ? Tes.
647. Have you been along the main surveyed line from point 241 miles to Parkes ? No. ’
648. What were your instructions when you were sent into the field;—were they to avoid the piece of 
line between 241 miles and Parkes ? My instructions were to improve the whole length of the line from 
Molong to Parkes.
649. Did you go along the original survey to see if you could improve it ? When I got to point 241
miles I was instructed to run an alternative route to Parkes. I believe a deputation went down to
kydney and asked for it.

31 (a)—O 650,
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T. Kennedy, 650. Is your deviation from 211 miles to Parkes much longer than the originally staked line ? 2 miles.
651. "What is the heaviest grade on the existing survey between 241 miles and Parkes ? 1 in 40. There

24 Fb 1890 are s^or^ pieces between 251 and 252, between 249 and 250, and between 244 and 245.
e ' 652. Then you have not examined that portion of the permanently staked line to ascertain whether you 

could reduce these grades or not ? No.
653. Prom point 241 miles to Parkes, you have confined your attention solely to a new survey ? Tes.
654. And you have done nothing towards improving or reducing grades on the permanently staked line 
from that point to Parkes ? No.
655. Has any other engineer been employed upon the work ? I do not know.
656. Are you still on this section? No, I am surveying a line from Gfulgong to Wellington.
657. Mr, Cox.~\ Is the deviation you have made more or less settled than the original survey ? I fancy 
it is more settled, but I can only tell from the plan.
658. Tou have not been through the country? Well, I could not tell you what settlement there is 
except from the alienated portions on the plan.
659. Mr. Dowel7\ How long have you been in the employ of the Grovernment ? Ten years as a sur
veyor ; before that I was a draughtsman in the Department for two years.
669. Have you any knowledge or experience of railway construction? None whatever.
661. How long were you employed on this particular line from Molong to Parkes ? Prom September to 
January—about four months.
662. During that time did you explore the country pretty well between those two places ? Tes, I 
explored all that country.
663. Is there any good land between Molong and Parkes ? It is very fair country right through. Of 
course ; there is some good land and some bad land.
664. Does the line present many great engineering difficulties ? No; there is nothing very difficult 
about it.
665. Where does the rough stony country commence ? At Bumberry.
666. At what distance from here ? About 32 or 33 miles.
667. Did you make an examination of the timber through which the line would pass ;—did you notice 
whether it was suitable for railway construction—that is for sleepers, fencing, culverts, or bridge work ? 
I think you could get good timber for sleepers and fencing, but I do not know whether you could get good 
timber for bridge work.
668. But there would be no difficulty about getting sleepers ? No.
669. And short lengths for culverts ? No.
670. What is the distance of the line from Molong to Parkes and Porbes ? About 71 miles 52 chains.
671. If I were to inform you that it was to cost £6,000 a mile—would you consider that a large or a 
reasonable amount? A reasonable amount.
672. Tou would not think it too high ? No.
673. Can you suggest any mode of cheapening the cost of permanent way construction ? None whatever.
674. Would it not cheapen the cost of construction if half-round sleepers were used instead of the sort 
now used ? It might be cheaper at first, but it would probably be dearer in the long run, because I do 
not think the sleepers would last so long.
675. Are you aware that on many railways in England and America half-round sleepers are used? I have
heard so. ,
676. Can you inform the Committee what is the distance from Borenore to Porbes, via Cudal ? I know 
nothing about the Borenore line.
677. Do you know that the line from Molong to Parkes and Porbes is 11 miles shorter than the Cudal 
line ? I believe it is a little shorter.
678. Tour experience is confined to railway survey ? Tes.
679. Hallway engineering you have had nothing to do with ;—you have been trying to improve the line 
in respect to some of the grades ? That is all.
680. Who is engaged upon the line at the present time ? Mr. Stuart.
681. What is he doing ? He is making a deviation through Bocoble Crap. He is getting a fresh line, 
and reducing the steep gradient off Lord’s Gap.
682. Will that line bring the railway any nearer Cudal than-it is now ? It will.
683. Can you tell the Committee what is the distance of the line you surveyed from Cudal ? About 9 or 
10 miles.
684. Do you think the people within a radius of .9 or 10 miles would use a railway ? I think they would.
685. Do you not think the Cudal people might as well come to that line as people from other points go 
to Cudal ? Well, it would be just as easy.
686. Tou do not know the intermediate country ? No ; I do not.

18 TAEIIAMENTAET STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEKS.

Henry Harold Septimus Chippendall, Esq., Clerk of Petty Sessions and Crown Lands Agent, sworn and
examined:—

H. H. S. 687. Chairman.'} What position do you fill? I am Clerk of Pettv Sessions and Crown' Lands Agent at 
Chippendall, Molong. * "

688. How long have you been stationed there ? Between seventeen and eighteen months.
24 Feb 1890 Can you give us any information as to the amount of land alienated and unalienated or reserved

’’ ’ through which the proposed line will pass ? I can give you approximately the area unalienated and the
area under reserves, but the alienated land I have not taken a note of.
690. Can you give us a map showing the unalienated land? I can show you the parish maps through 
which the railway passes.
691. Where does your district terminate ? At the parish of Terara, where it joins that of Bumberry.

' The parishes in my district are Brymedura, showing the proposed line to the parish of Gregra. The next
map shows the proposed line through a corner of Gregra, thence through the parish of Dulladerry ; then 
the line goes from Dulladerry through Terara.
692. Could you give us the aggregate area of the land in your district held under leasehold area within 7 
or 8 miles of the railway ? Houghly, the leasehold area of the runs through which the railway passes, or

within
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within a few miles of the railway, is 12,000 acres. The leases of this will expire on the 8th July, 1890.
The available land unalienated on Brymedura is 450 acres ; Gregra, 750 acres; Dulladerry, 1,700 acres;
Terara, 1,247 acres. The reserves in Brymedura amount to 2,640 acres ; in Gregra to 1,060 acres; in___
Dulladerry to 4,600 acres; and in Terara to 300 acres. This gives a total of 24,747 acres available in 24Feb., 1890. 
reserves and leasehold areas.
693. "What do these reserves consist of principally ? In Brymedura the largest area is a water reserve ; 
the others are quarry reserves. In Gregra it is principally water reserve ; in Dulladerry, water reserve, 
railway reserve, and camping reserve. There is one forest reserve in Terara, principally on leasehold area.
That is the only forest reserve of any size. It is of considerable extent.
694. Do you know what class of land is contained in these reserves and leasehold areas ? I know nothing 
about that.
695. Have you had many applications from persons willing to select country and not able to obtain it?
Yes, I have had a good many applications for land. Persons will say, “I should like to take up this and 
that piece,” and I have to tell them that it is not open for selection.
696. I was speaking more particularly of the leasehold areas ? I have had a considerable number of 
applications to select on leasehold areas in this direction.
697. Do you believe that the majority of these 12,000 acres of which you speak would be selected as soon 
as thrown open ? I do not know that I can say the majority, but at all events a considerable portion of it.

Mr. Edward Aland, "Railway Station-master, Molong, sworn and examined :—
698. Mr. Qox?\ You are station-master here ? Yes.
699. How long have you been in the district ? A little over four years.
700. Since the railway was opened, I suppose ? 1 came here about three weeks afterwards.
701. Can you give the Committee any idea of the amount of traiSc which has taken place during that -^SSSW
time ? IN ot during the whole of the time. I have made an estimate of the goods traffic for the past six
months, and an estimate of the coaching traffic for twelve months. .
702. Have you previously made up the returns for the Government ? The returns are made up monthly
and forwarded to the audit office. Eor the twelve months ending 31st December, 1889, 4,060 passengers 
were carried; the inward goods for the six months ending 31st January were 2,395 tons 18 cwt; there 
were 5 . trucks of cattle and 65 sheep vans; the outwards goods were 2,713 tons 18 cwt. 3 qrs. ; 
there were 20 trucks of cattle and 90 sheep-vans ; about 830 tons of grain were forwarded in the 
month of January. , .
703. Where does this produce come from, chiefly ? I am not in a position to say. I simply take delivery 
as it comes in. I think the majority of it is from Parkes, or along the road to Parkes. Wright, Heaton,
& Co.’s representatives would be able to toll you where it comes from. .
704. Do you know the country through which the line passes ? I have not been more than 5 miles out 
of Molong since I have been here.
705. Has the traffic increased during the last four years ? It has been increasing every year.
706. Largely? Yes.
707. In what percentage ? I could not say. I know that in the present season we have had over 800 
bales of wool more than in any previous year.
708. Is the passenger traffic increasing ? Yes, but I have made no estimate. I think it will reach at least 
200 passengers more—that is, taking the past twelve months and comparing them with the previous twelve 
months.
709. Does much produce find its way by rail to Sydney ? To January last month there were 830 tons 14 
cwt. 1 qr.
710. I suppose the quantity of wheat is in excess of the previous years on account of the good season ?
Yes, but 1 think the wheat which has already gone away is nothing compared with what will go away. I 
am given to understand that people have only just commenced to bring it in.
711. Mr. Zee.] What is the nature of the goods traffic you refer to ? Well, the outward goods as a rule 
consist’of various skins (sheepskins and marsupial skins), potatoes, wheat, and things of that kind.
712. Any flour ? A good deal of flour.
713. Can you tell the Committee where these goods are booked to ? Asa rule to Granville and Darling 
Harbour. I have a deal of grain going to Millthorpe, and some to Orange. The bulk of the grain, 
however, goes to the metropolis.
714. Do you say you send grain to Orange ? Hot a great deal.
715. Is the flour sent to Sydney ? A good deal is sent to Darling Harbour. '
716. Is the wheat and flour traffic increasing ? Yes. .
717. Is that since the rates have been reduced for the carriage of grain ? I could not say ; I have not 
taken particular notice. Last year there was very little grain in the district. As far as the rates are 
concerned, the wheat must go, even if we adhered to the old rates.
718. But have not the rates for the carriage of grain been reduced on this line ? Yes.
719. There are special rates ? On the up-grade.
720. Has that induced a large quantity of grain to be sent to the metropolis ? I could not say ; but I
know a lot of grain goes. ■
721. Prior to the reduction of the rates large quantities of grain and flour went to Sydney ? Yes.
722. Would the Committee be safe in assuming that under these rates the farmers can send grain to 
Sydney and sell it there at a profit ? Yes, I think so.
723. Is there any local market ? There is a local market at the present time. There is always some 
market here. There are buyers in Molong who buy the grain and forward it.
724. In your opinion, is the reduced rate for the conveyance of grain likely to result in greater quantities 
being carried upon the railway ? I could not say.
725. Still, if the farmers could send their grain at the higher rates, they arc more likely to send it at the ■
lower rates ? Yes.
726. Is any hay or chaff sent from here ? Yes, in any sort of a season.
727. Have you been able to form any idea as to where the passengers wdio travel from this station come
from? Ho. 728.

Mr.
E. Aland.

H. H. S.
Chippendall,

Esq.
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Mr.
E. Aland.

24 Eeb., 1890.

728. Do any number of them come from Parkes, Porbes, or Condobolin ? In my opinion, the majority of 
them come from Parkes and the Molong district. Some, of course, also come from Manildra, Garra, and 
Meranburn.
729. Do you know if there is any traffic to speak of between Porbes and here ? I have no idea.

Henry Harold Septimus Chippendall, Esq., sworn and further examined :—
730. Chairman^] I believe you have some fresh statement to make to the Committee ? In answering a 
question as to the amount of leasehold area which would be available in a short time, I desire to say 
that my reply had reference to the parishes through which the proposed railway passes. The leasehold 
area of the runs is, of course, very much larger.
731. Taking 7 miles of the line on each side, can you give us a rough estimate of the aggregate area of the
leaseholds ? I could not say without scaling the maps. I know that the leasehold area ot Brymedura is 
about 40,000 acres. ... .
732. How far would that be from the line ? A portion of it would be within a few miles.
733. “Will you furnish the Committee with an accurate account of the numbers of acres held in the lease
hold areas in your district ? Tes. I will have it made up and furnished at some future date.

Mr, John Black, miller, sworn and examined :—
Mr. 734. Mr. Dowel.'] What position do you hold ? I am a miller. I have a mill here.

J. Black. 735. How long have you resided in the district ? Twelve years.
---- - 736. I believe you are an alderman and a Justice of the Peace? Tes.

24 Feb., 1890. 737. pj0 y0U ]nlow the proposed route from Molong to Parkes and Porbes ?, I know it up to Parkes.
738. Have you been over the country ? Tes.
739. I suppose you know-it all very well? Tes.
740. What is the character of the country between Molong and Parkes ? Well, as far as I am a 
judge, I should call it a very good country. There are barren patches and good patches all the way along. 
It will compare with any other 50 miles between here and Sydney. It is fair average country.
741. Would it be correct to say that some of it is exceedingly good ? I think the first 15 miles is 
exceedingly good. I call it Al.
742. Purther on from that there is the Bumberry Bange? Tes; the country there passing over the 
mountains is pretty rough.
743. What is the character of the country from the Bumberry Bange to Parkes? I do not think you 
could find much better than you see wrhen you get over the range all the way into Parkes. Away to the

' north-east of Parkes it is also good. .
744. Is the wheat you buy here of good quality ? Tes.
745. Were you engaged in milling before you came here ? Tes.
746. Is the wheat as good as the -wheat you -were in the habit of grinding before ? Better, I think.
747. Is there a good area of wheat under cultivation ? Tes.
748. How many steam threshers are there in the district ? I could not say. Most of the wheat is taken 
off by strippers.
749. How many are there ? There must be hundreds.
750. How many mills are there in the district? I do not know ; there are two in this town.
751. How many at Parkes ? One.
752. Do you know of any mill between Parkes and Molong ? Ho.
753. Are the mills to which you refer of large size ? A middling size.
754. What quantities of wheat would come into a mill in a good season ? I could not say. We do not 
use up all the wheat grown in the district. Hp to last Saturday night, I have sent over 1,000 tons away 
during the last few months. I sent the biggest part of it to Granville. In the early part of the season

■ I sent some to Bathurst.
755. What is the price of "wheat at the present time? 3s. a bushel.
756. Prom what you know of the proposed route, can you say what places would be served, principally, 
by this line ? The whole of the country to the west and north.
757. But will you name some places within a radius of 10 miles of the line ? I am not so well acquainted 
with the country to the right and left. I know the good country goes parallel with the line to the north
758. There is Peak Hill and Alectown, for instance? There is fine country through there; there is a 
good deal of leasehold area, but the leases will expire directly.

' 759. A lot of selectors are coming there, I understand, and a largo number of persons in that direction
will be served by the construction of this railway ? Tes.
760. Can you give us any details as to the population that would be served by the line? Ho.
761. Are the holdings in this district large or small? Most of them along this route are small—from 
200 to 300 acres up to a section, or 1,000 acres.
762. I suppose you know a large number of the farmers along this line ? The best part of them.
763. Are the improvements on these holdings of a permanent description? Tes.
764. The holdings are not likely to revert to pastoral purposes? Ho; they are held chiefly by farmers
with families, who are anxious to make homes for themselves. '
765. What are the principal products of the district ? Wheat. Of course, maize is grown, but it is not 
a reliable crop. Most of the farmers combine a little grazing and dairying with their farming.

. 766. Are oats and potatoes grown here? It is not a great district for potatoes and oats, but a good bit 
of hay is grown.
767. Are there any vineyards in the district? Some small ones. •
768. Is the land suitable for vineyards ? I believe it is.
769. What is the average crop of wheat ? Some farms get 40, 30, and 20 bushels ; other go down to 12 
and 10. I suppose the average this year will be from 17 to 20 bushels.
770. Do you know anything about the timber in this district ? In the immediate neighbourhood of 
Molong it is good only for firewood.
771. Do you know the land comprised in the leasehold areas in the district? Ho. ' 772.

H. H. S.
Chippendall,

Esq.

24 Feb., 1890.
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772. But is all the land you have been over suitable for agricultural purposes ? Plenty of it is. Of ^ ^ 
course, there are patches of bad land.
773. Prom your knowledge of these leasehold areas, do you think it is likely that when they are open to 24 Feb. 1890. 
selection they will be taken up in a Iona fide manner ? They are sure to be. .
774. I suppose during the time you have resided in this district you have come into contact with a large '
number of persons who have discussed the question of these rival routes ? Tes. *
775. In what way has public opinion been expressed ? Well, all the people on this side of the country
are in favour of the line going from Molong. ,
776. Do they think that the route, as staked out,is the best? Certainly.
777. Do they think it will serve the largest number of persons? I believe it will myself, although it is 
against my interest, I believe, to advocate a line from here.
778. Do you know what the cost of the line is estimated at? £6,000 a mile, I believe.
779. Do you think there will be sufficient revenue from the goods and passengers to pay the interest on the
capital and the working expenses ? It would hardly be expected that a new line should pay from the start.
After a few years I have no doubt it will, because a railway to some extent makes traffic for itself.
780. Tou know the character of the settlement in this district—do you think it is likely that the farmers 
would put more land under cultivation if the line were constructed ? Tes.
781. Tou think there would be more grain crops ? Tes.
782. Is there much dairying in the district ? It is carried on in a small way.
783. Are there any butter factories here ? Ho. "
784. Do you think that the Commissioners, in estimating that the revenue derived from the railway will be
£11,254, have under or over-estimated the amount ? I do not think they have estimated it sufficiently 
high. ....
785. Tou think their estimate is a low one ? Tes.
786. Do you think the Government will be justified in constructing this line upon the supposition that it 
will involve an annual loss of £15,000 ? Well, it would open up the country, and in time it would pay; 
it would increase the value of land—Government land as well as private property.

Joseph Wren, Esq., J.P., sworn and examined :—
787. Mr. Lee.'1* Tou are an alderman of the Municipal district of Molong, and a Justice of the Peace? J-Wren,Esq.,
Tes. J J-:P-
788. How long have you been here ? Thirty-four years. .
789. What is your occupation ? Eor twenty years I was in charge of Brymedura and other stations; but 24 
for fourteen years I have been farming.
790. Are you farming at the present time ? Tes. . -
791. Are you a conditional purchaser ? Tes.
792. In what direction from the town of Molong does your town lie ? It is about 8 miles in towards 
Cudal from the Parkes road.
793. Do you know the route of the projiosed line from Molong to Parkes ? Tes.
794. Does it pass through your land ? The original line is about 4 miles from my farm.
795. Are you acquainted with the land round about Molong ? Tes. ■
796. And with the land in the immediate neighbourhood of Parkes? I have been over it hundreds of. 
times. I know the land there, but I do not know much about the population.
797. Do you also know the country between Parkes and Eorbes ? Tes.
798. What have you been producing during the last fifteen years ? Wheat, oats, hay, barley, and maize.
799. Which is the chief crop ? Wheat.
800. Is wheat a tolerably certain crop in this district? Tes.
801. Is the rainfall sufficiently large for the cultivation of land here ? Except in exceptional seasons.
In twenty-three years I have only known one year in which we have not had a fair average season, as far
as wheat is concerned. That was the crop before last, and even that was not quite a failure. .
802. Do you ever have a total failure in the crops ? JSTever.
803. Then, notwithstanding the most adverse seasons, you have a crop of some kind ? We never had on 
an average less than 12 bushels per acre until the season before last.
804. Would 12 bushels per acre be a bad return ? Tes. .
805. What is the average ? As high as 20 and 22, up to last year.
806. Is more wheat grown here than can be consumed ? Tes. ~
807. What is done with the balance ? It is sent to Sydney, and to other places between here and Sydney.
808. But chiefly to the metropolis ? Tes.
809. What do you do with your corn ? There is generally sufficient local consumption. Sometimes a 
little is sent away.
810. Are there any potatoes ? There has not been a great crop of potatoes. They grow potatoes well
here, but they are not cultivated to any extent on account of the low price and the trouble of getting 
them away. - '
811. Can you give me any idea of the average area cultivated by the selectors ? Erom 30 acres up 
to 400.
812. Are there as much as 400 acres under wheat in one man’s holding ? Tes.
813. Is the tendency in this district'to increase or decrease the cultivation in favour of grazing? To 
increase it.
814. Consequently, the surplus must be larger every year? Tes.
815. At present the line from Molong to the main Western line gives you an outlet for your surplus ? Tes
816. And the construction of a railway from here to Parkes would be of no immediate benefit to the
farmers round about Molong ? Tes, it would, when it gets out 8 or 9 miles.
817. Supposing it were decided to construct this line on to Parkes, would there be a still further increase 
in cultivation ? I am sure there would.
818. Is the land sufficiently good to admit of its being cultivated generally ? Tes.
819. Is the rainfall good all the way through ? Tes, right on to Parkes.
820. Is it your opinion, then, that larger areas will be cultivated, and that a larger amount of traffic will
be furnished for the railway ? Tes. 821.
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J.Wren, Esq., 821. Can you toll the Committee anything; about the country from Dulladerry Creek to Flagstone Gap ?
T 15 Yes. As the line runs it is a rough country, but a little to the left—about 1 mile from the main line—

it is splendid country, as good as any within 6, 8, or 9 miles of Molong. _
822. Do you know the country from Flagstone Gap to the point atBindogandri, where it passes through
Thomas Ashbole’s selection ? There is good laud on both sides of the range—on the Parkes side 
and the oilier side, but I have not been up there for some years. I could not say where the land you 
speak of is. _
823. Cutting a straight line from that point, and running south to the permanently-staked line a distance
of 7 miles, can you tell us the nature of the country between these two points ? No ; I have not been 
over that country lately. •
824. Are there any more largo reserves in this district ? Yes.
825. Notably gold-fields reserves ? Yes.
826. Do they interfere with settlement ? Yes. _ _ _
827. Do you think they embrace much good land ? Very good land ; a large proportion of it is good.
828. Would it be settled upon if available ? Yes.
829. Do you know the route taken by what is known as the blue-line survey ? I cannot say that I
know much about the survey on the other side of Bumberry. I do not know where the line goes there, 
although I know the country very well. I could not tell you on which side of the lino the cutting 
would be. _
830. But up to the point you do know, do you think the permanently-staked line would serve the people 
better than the blue-line survey ? I could not say. I do not know the blue line.
831. Have you any suggestion to make of a practical character, showing what way the original line can 
be improved, or in what way any better line can be found ? I believe it will be a good thing if the line 
could bo taken from Bocoble Gap to Manildra. I think a line in that direction would suit the whole 
district. Consideration would also be shown for the people at Cudal, and other places in that direction. 
It would place the line more in the centres of population and agricultural areas.
832. Are the farmers in your neighbourhood likely to be permanent men ? They are all permanent
selectors. _
833. I suppose you have heard of dummying in this district ? Of any amount of it.
834. The land that is dummied usually reverts to pastoral purposes, does it not ? Yes.
835. But the men who are cultivating their land can be looked upon as permanent selectors ? Yes.^
836. Have you any other information to give to the Committee ? Well, I was appointed by the Eailway
League to collect statistics in order to refute statements made by those who are advocating another line. 
The district from which my statistics are gathered commences 4 miles west of Molong, extends 9 miles 
along the proposed line through Garra to Mandagery Creek, near Manildra, and 2 miles to the south 
and 4 miles to the north of the proposed route, embracing 111 holdings. A portion of the Brymedura 
holding is in that area. _
837. In the statistics you have collected, is the whole area of the pastoral leasehold of Brymedura included P
Only a portion of it. .
838. The enrolment of school children which you hand in you will swear to be correct? Yes.
839. I see you give 7,355 acres under wheat, 846 acres under hay, 978 acres under corn, 64 acres under 
freehold ; 161 acres under orchards; the total area of freehold and conditionally purchased land, 42,484 
acres; the total area of leasehold, 39,289 acres ; horses, 756 ; cattle, 1,310 ; sheep, 24,783—and the total 
number in families, 689 ? Yes. Those figures are correct.
840. Will you read the enrolment of school children within the same area ? Sandy Creek, 36 ; Peabody, 
25 ; Garra, 56 ; Manildra, 45 ; Gregra, 49 ; Bocoble, 29—total enrolment, 240. I may say that I have 
collected the number of farms and leaseholds north of the line immediately outside of 4 miles. The 
holdings are 139, and the children number 567. In 1885, the total area under cultivation between 
Molong and Bumberry, 20 miles from Molong, was 7,950 acres, producing 135,150 bushels of wheat. In 
1889, this area had been increased about double ; 9 miles now give 7,350 acres under wheat, 846 under hay, 
978 under corn, 64 under barley, 161 under orchards; or a total of 9,399. This is within 2 miles 
south and 4 miles north of the Molong-Parkes route. I was asked a question just now about dummying. 
In this particular part of the district there has been very little ; I do not think there has been more than 
one or two cases in the whole distance between here and Parkes.
841. Have you anything further to say ? Well, I believe that if the line were constructed from Molong to 
Parkes it would assist the district much better than if it were taken in any other direction. _ It would go 
through the centre of the district, and would benefit all parties. If the Bocoble Gap deviation was made, 
the line will he within 5 or 6 miles of Cudal. iu a straight line; there is a road to Cudal in that 
direction. The distance, if the deviation is not adopted, would be about 8 miles. I think the Committee 
should also have some regard for the large tract of good country lying some 10 or 12 miles to the north 
of the proposed line.
842. Mr. ilozoeZ.] You say you know the country between Parkes and Forbes very well ? Yes. _
843. What is it like ? It is level country all through. There is some pine scrub, hut it is fairly good
country. ,
844. Would there be any difficulty in constructing a railway there? I do not think there would be any 
difficulty until we got within a short distance of Forbes—that is, until you reach the flooded country.
845. Can you tell us anything about the country between Forbes and Condobolin ? Yes ; it is all good
country, hut liable to be flooded. ' _
846. Would the produce from that part of the country he brought to a railway-station at Forbes or
Parkes ? Yes. _ _
847. Do you know the country between Condobolin and Wilcannia? I know nothing further than 20 
miles below Condobolin.
848. Do you think that if the railway were brought within 6 miles of Cudal the Cudal people would
use it ? Yes. _ . ...
849. You think it would answer their purpose very well? I think so. The principal cultivation is
between Cudal and this line. . _
850. Is Cudal one of the principal centres of the farming population ? No ; very little farming is carried 
on within a few miles of Cudal, excepting between Cudal and Manildra.

851.
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851. So far as you know the line as staked out, you think it will serve the largest number of persons ? Yes. J-Wren, Esq.,
852. Will you name the centres of population it will serve, taking the whole line as staked out to Parkes ? _
Garra, Gregra, Manildra, Gumble Plat, Wallagolong, Cumnock, Dilga, Eocky Ponds, Mandagery Creek, 2i F 18ga 
Meranburn, Dulladerry, Coatc’s Creels, and Goimbla. , ’
853. These centres would contribute considerable revenue to the railway. Yes..

Yes.

Mr. John Prancis Wynne, hotelkeeper, sworn and examined :—
854. Chairman^] What are you ? I am an hotelkeeper at Molong.
855. How long have you resided there? Thirty-five years.
856. During those thirty-five years have you travelled much over the district ?
857. You know it intimately ? Yes.
858. Have your travels extended to Cudal and Toogong ? Yes.
859. So that you can compare the Molong district with those districts? Yes.
860. Has the cultivation of wheat and other produce steadily increased in those districts ? It has 
increased very fast.
861. Particularly since the railway has been carried to Molong ? Yes, very largely.
862. You think the continuation ok the line will still'further develop the agricultural resources of the 
district ? Certainly.
863. Can you give us any idea as to the points from which the traffic which converges at Molong comes 
from? Well, chiefly from the direction of Parkes. We get a little traffic from Wellington way.
864. A large proportion of the heavy goods comes from this direction, I suppose—all cereals, for instance ? 
Yes.'
865. Is there any traffic betwmen Molong and Porbes in the way of flour? We send flour to Porbes. I
have taken flour to Porbes and got £60 a ton for it, but not lately. •
866. I suppose the Parkes people have cut this market out ? Yes.
867. Starting from Molong, how far does the really good country extend towards Parkes ? There is good 
country right away to Dungeon Hill at Bumberry.
868. How far is that ? About half-way from here to Parkes—about 25 miles.
869. And from Bumberry towards Parkes ? Prom there into Parkes it is all splendid country again.
870. Por what distance does the bad country at Bumberry extend ? The width of the range, I suppose, 
would be about 4 or 5 miles.
871. Do you know that this line is to be considered a grand trunk line to serve the valley of the Lachlan ? 
Yes.
872. The proposed line of railway from Molong to Parkes and Porbes would form three sides of a square 
as it were, starting from Borenore to Molong, and .from Molong to Parkes, and from Parkes to Porbes— 
that would be three sides, as it were, in opposition to one side via Cudal? Yes ; that is if you go to 
Porbes—but what about Parkes ?
873. I am regarding the line as a traffic line to serve the valley of the Lachlan;—why should people be 
asked to send their goods by three sides of a square instead of by the more direct route via Eugowra and 
Cudal ? If the line is to serve the Wilcannia people it should not go near Porbes at all.
874. But I am speaking of the Yalley of the Lachlan and Condobolin? Still, I think it should not go to 
Porbes taking a direct line.
875. Do you know that from Sydney to Porbes, via Molong, the distance is 285 miles, whereas via Cudal 
the distance is 268 miles, making a difference of 17 miles in favour of the Cudal route ? Yes, that may 
be so, but it would not be the case if you were to go direct from here to Porbes.
876. In that case you would be leaving Parkes ? Yes.
877. What is the distance from here direct to Porbes ? Well, 1 have often had breakfast here, and been
at Porbes in the evening. .
878. Would it be further from here to Porbes than from Borenore ? Eight or 10 miles shorter from here.
The proposed line takes in Parkes. ,
879. With regard to the agricultural capabilities of the country, do you think the country about Molong
is superior to that about Cudal ? No, I do not. The land is equal in every respect; but at the same time 
the land about Cudal and Toogong is owned by one or two persons, whereas the land about Molong is owned 
by hundreds. '
880. A very much larger area here is in freeholds belonging to farmers than on the other line ? The first
19 or 20 miles from Borenore, on the other line, is owned by two people—the Keenans and Smiths, 
principally freehold-owned. Excepting two public houses and a few farms, the whole land is freehold 
until you get close to Cudal. ■
881. A mere sheep walk ? There are a few boundary riders. The road traffic supports two small hotels 
in the 18 or 20 miles.
882. Are you aware of the relative amounts of traffic, taking the traffic between Molong and Parkes, and 
Orange and Porbes ? I have often heard it stated, but I could not give you the particulars.
883. We took certain evidence the other day at Orange on that point, and we want to have it verified ? 
The statements made to you, I believe, are quite correct, as far as the coaching is concerned : but between 
here and Parkes there are a great many special conveyances running. The majority of the people living 
at Parkes—farmers and squatters—use their own waggonettes and conveyances to bring them to the 
railway station, so that really the coach traffic is no criterion.
884. But what about the other traffic—the goods traffic ? I could not tell you about that until I had seen 
the traffic returns at Borenore.
885. The Eailway Commissioners have made, apparently, a careful estimate of the probable cost and 
receipts of the proposed railway. They have given the annual cost as £26,065, whereas the estimated 
traffic returns are £11,264, making a loss to the country of nearly £15,000 a year. Do you think the 
Committee will be justified in recommending the construction of the railway at a cost of £15,000 per 
annum to the community? I understand that railways are made for the purpose of opening up country, 
and causing population to settle on or near them.
886. That is true to a certain extent; but railways, after all, must be constructed on lines which are 
likely to pay, if not immediately, in the near future ? I have no doubt in my own mind that this line, if 
constructed via Parkes, and on to Porbes, wilHie one of the best paying lines in the west—it will be better

than

Mr. J. E. 
Wynne.

241^6^1890.
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tlian either the Muclpeo or the Eourke lino. As far as I know of the population likely to settle, I believe 
that before long we shall have, at Peak Hill, another population like that at Broken Hill. All the 

9, „ . traffic from that centre would go on to the Parkes line.
e ’’ ' 887. How do you think this loss of £15,000-per annum to the country will be made up? I think that

after a short time the line will be a paying one, and will return good interest on the outlay.
88S. In how short a time? I should say within three years. •
889. You do not think we should have to put up with a loss of £15,000 a year for more than three years ? 
Ho, I think not. There is one tiling which will make up for some part of the loss which I may as well

. mention. At the present time the train which comes in from Molong lies idle from the time it arrives in
the morning until twenty minutes to 7 ; that occurs every day. During all those hours it is doing 
nothing. If the proposed railway were constructed the engine and the staff of men could he turned to 
use and ivould be earning something for the railway. That would be one way of assisting to reduce the 
liability upon the line. Then there is a great increase in settlement to the north of Parkes ;—some of the 
finest land in the colony is there. It quite makes one’s mouth w'ater to look at that fine land, and at 
the present time a great deal of it is not being made any use of.
890. But a good deal of it is shut up as a gold-field reserve ? That, I have no doubt will be thrown open
after a time. The mining population at.Alectown and Peak Hill would all assist to make this part of the 
railway pay. ' .

. 891. How far is Peak Hill from the proposed railway line ? It is about 28 miles from Parkes.
892. How far is it from Dubbo ? About 48 miles.
893. How far is it from Molong to Peak Hill ? About 52 miles by the circuitous route we go.
894. All the traffic goes via Dubbo ? No ; it is commencing to go from here. A coach is starting to run 
from here now. If the railway is constructed to Parkes that would be the nearest railway point to' them. 
They could do all the business there and the passenger traffic would go that way, too.
895. I suppose there will be another source of revenue to the railway when these leasehold areas arc 
thrown open for selection ? Every inch of the land between here and Parkes will be selected or taken up 
for agricultural or pastoral purposes. The farmers find it very profitable to run a few sheep. Every inch 
of Dungeon Hill would he taken up if it were not a timber reserve. I understand the timber is very 
good and valuable.
896. Can you speak personally as to the value of the timber ? I know it is good ; some of it is carted in 
here and is sent down Orange way. There is a sawmill which cannot a quarter supply the demand about 
20 miles from Molong.
897. This Committee was informed that the timber about Dungeon Eange, although valuable to the eye,
was comparatively valueless when it was cut down. ? Perhaps the party who told you that would take 
you on to stony ground, hut in the gullies I think you would find the timber sound. To the north of the 
proposed line there is some splendid timber; a lot of it is brought in and sent down to Orange and 
Bathurst. Away to the north of Parkes there are trees 40 and 50 feet high, straight as an arrow, without 
a branch out of them for that distance. Then there would be another source of revenue to this railway 
from a large mine at Delaney’s Dyke ; some immense machinery is going up there and I think the mine 
will be the means of bringing a large amount of traffic to the railway. Then there is the tin mine—as 
soon as that is in work some hundreds of thousands of tons will he sent away from there. .
898. You think the line we are investigating will best serve the interests of the whole district ? I think 
that the proposed deviation from Bocoble Dap will suit better. It ought to suit the Cudal people 
splendidly.
899. Mr. Dowel.'] Do you know the country between Porbes and Condobolin? I have never been below
Porbes. ■
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Mr. John M'G-roder, hotelkeeper, sworn and examined:—
900. Chairman.] What are you ? Hotelkeeper and I have a produce store.
901. Wlicre do you reside? Molong.
902. How long have you been here ? I have been here all my life pretty well. I was born in Molong.
903. You have an intimate knowledge of the whole of the country round this district ? A very intimate 
knowledge.
904. And also of the country between Orange and Forbes? Yes.
905. Do you know where these proposed lines of railway run—the one from Molong to Parkes and the one 
from Borenore to Porbes ? Yes.
906. Which line of these two will serve the greater number of people if constructed ? I do not think there 
can he two opinions about it. I think the Molong to Parkes and Porbes line is much the best.
907. What makes you say that—what is your reason ? My chief reason is that when you get out 3 or 4 
miles from Molong there is nothing but a net-work of farms. They continue for about 20 miles, and they 
are all bona fide selections.
908. Are there many farms to the north of the proposed railway from Molong to Parkes ? Yes.
909. And those farms will not he served by the construction of the line from Borenore to Porbes ? No.
910. Do you know Cudal ? Yes.
911. How far is that from the nearest point on the Molong to Parkes line ? The township of Cudal is 
about 6 or 7 miles distant.

' 912. In a direct line? I think there is a nearer point than that again—that is from Manildra.
913. Are there many farms round about Cudal ? When the line leaves Borenore there are a few farms, 
and alter imu go 2 or 3 miles you come to Keenan’s station property—it is a sheep station. Then I think 
you come to Hughes’ public house. There are about four farms between Keenan’s and Smith’s property. 
The Smiths own Boree-Nyrang and Boree-Cabonne. There are very fewr farms there. Some shepherds 
and employees of Mr. Smith took up some land at Boree-Cabonne, but they sold out to Mr. Smith. The 
consequence is that there are few farms from where the line comes into Keenan’s property until you get 
into Cudal.
914. Do the farms extend to the north of Cudal towards the proposed line ? The principal farms go from 
the north of Cudal right on to the Molong line.
915. Do you believe that those persons who are called the Cudal farmers would be materially benefited
by the construction of the Molong to Parlies line ? Most undoubtedly ; the principal part of the Cudal 
farms would be within 2 or 3 miles of the line. 916.
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916. Do you know the country south of Cudal? Yes. I have some knowledge of it. ttr.
917. Is it a large agricultural district ? It is not very large, hut there are a good many farms on it. M'Clroder.
918. Are there more farms on it than in the district which will be served by the railwav from Molong to
Parkes ? Nothing like it; there is no comparison. " Feb., 1890.
919. Do you knmv Toogong? Yes
920. Are there any farms there ? No. Mr. Jago Smith owns from just the other side of Cudal into 
Long s Corner,
921. From Borenore right into Toogong, with the exception of a few farms at Cudal, the land is in large 
holdings? xes ; very few farms.
922. In the hands of four men ? Yes.
923. Then you have no hesitation in saying that the line, if constructed from Molong to Parkes, would be ’ 
the best line to construct in the interests of the general public ? Yes.
924. Do you know the timber reserve near Bumberry ? I do not know the boundaries of it.
925. But you know the timber there ? Yes.
926. W hat class of timber is it ? Principally ironbark.
927. Have j'ou seen the trees cut down ? I have seen the timber come to the railway-station.
928. Is it good timber ? Splendid timber.
929. We have had. it in evidence that it is perfectly useless;—would you believe that statement ? If 
that evidence was given it is false evidence. I never saw better timber. I saw some of it go to Blayney.
930. Have you seen much of it ? Yes.
931. . You are not speaking of one or two sticks, but of a large quantity of the timber ? I saw heaps of it 
waiting to go away two or three years ago.
932. Have you seen any big logs ? All the timber I saw was posts and rails.
933. Then you could not say if tne trees were hollow or not ? When I was over that country seven or 
eight years ago, I had the impression that it was the finest belt .of timber I ever saw. I am speaking of 
the Dungeon.
934. You believe that it is first-class timber ? I believe that if a railway is constructed from here to 
Parkes there will be a large timber industry started. I believe sleepers could be obtained there to con
struct, not only this line, but hundreds of miles of other lines of railway. I believe ample timber could
be found here, instead of fetching it from Dubbo and other places. I believe a large trade would be done ‘
m fencing-stuff m parts of the country where timber is scarce.
995. You have had large experience of the carrying business ? Yes.
936. Have you anything to do with it now ? No.
937. Do you supply teamsters from your produce-store ? Yes.
938. Can you give us any idea of the merchandise trafiic between here and Parkes ? I have not made
any calculation, but there is continuous traffic backwards and forwards. '
939. You have heard that there will be a loss of about £15,000 a year upon the construction of this rail
way. Do you believe that if a line is shown to pay working expenses immediately that -would be a fair 
reason tor constructing it ? I believe that if a line can be shown to pay working expenses immediately that 
is a good reason for its construction. I do not agree with the estimate of the Commissioners that there will 
be a loss ot &15,000 a year. I cannot see where the loss would come in.
940. Do you think they have under-estimated the returns ? Yes. *
94d. In what way. The passenger traffic is estimated at £4,000 a year ? I think they have under
estimated the traffic. I do not think they have considered the Borenore or the Cowra traffic. It would 
take 90 per cent, of the traffic that now goes to Borenore, and 50 per cent, of what now goes via Cowra* 
it would take all the traffic from the Lachlan Yalley.
942. You think the estimate of the Commissioners is based entirely upon the traffic going from Molong 
to Parkes and Forbes? Yes. I do not think they could have considered the Cudal traffic at all.
943. Is the country for a considerable distance after you leave Molong, going towards Parkes, of a rocky
nature ? Ao I have been m the Parkes District lately. I have been to the north of Parkes, to Alec- 
town and Peak Hill—the whole of that country is likely to be taken up, and I think it will some dav carry 
a large population. " J
^u^A^ka!L^ra®tL*s there with Peak Hill ? No doubt if a line is constructed to Parkes it will command 
cAnnn8,1110 Pne,an l1,111- 0f course> j* must be borne in mind that round about Parkes there are
60.000 acres ot gold-field reserve. Further to the north, however, there is the Coobang Bun. Although it
is in the Central Division, and will not be thrown open for selection for some years, it will be available 
tor future settlement. It is one of the finest pieces of country I ever saw. The country to the north of 
Barkes is a magnificent country. I believe that if this line is constructed it will be found that Parkes 
will be one of the most thickly-populated districts of New South Wales. There is selection all the way— 
bona-jide selection the holdings are well fenced in and ringbarked, and there appears to be a most pros
perous class of settlers. r
945. Are there any large holdings on the line from Molong to Parkes ? The only place I know of is Mr. .
Leslie s, at East Billabong. I think he has two 5-mile blocks, but I do not think there is more than
2.000 acres ot freehold property in the lot.
946. Do you know if there is much purchased land on the Brymedura holding? I do not think there is
much. °
947. Mr. Dowel.'] Can you give the Committee any information about the mineral resources of the 
district through which the line would pass? Of course the most important mine in the immediate 
neighbourhood is Delaney’s Dyke. There is a ten-head stamp-battery there, but they will have thirty 
head of stampers at work shortly. Then there is mineral land at Bed Hill. No doubt that will be 
opened out soon. From there to Parkes I do not know of any other. There is a flag quarry rio-ht on the 
line, so to speak, only a few miles from here.
948. Have you any copper in the district ? Several mines have been worked for copper, close to the line
but they have not been developed to any extent. ’
949. What is the population at Delaney’s Dyke ? There are not above twenty or thirty at the mines at 
present, but when extra machinery is provided there will, I have no doubt, be an increase of population
950. Do you know the country between Forbes and Condobolin ? Yes.
951. Of what character is it ? It is good country
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Mr. 952. Is the settlement likely.to feed a railway to Forbes ? Undoubtedly ; but if a line is constructed to 
J. STGroder. par]ceg) j do not think the traffic will go to Forbes.

'-'TT'^Tr^ 953. It is proposed to construct a line to Parkes and Forbes ? Even if you construct a line to Parkes 
24 e 9 . an(j ;por(jegj j think the main traffic to and from Condobolin and Burrawang would come through Parkes.

Condobolin is closer to Parkes than Forbes, and a good deal of the traffic must come to Parkes. The traffic 
will either come on the line at Parkes, at Forbes, or at an intermediate station.
954. You know the country between Condobolin and Wilcannia ? No, but I believe it is very good 
country.

26 PAELIAMENTABY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEKS.

. Mr. John Lohan, agent for Messrs. Wright, Heaton, & Co., sworn and examined :— 
jjj, 955. Chairman.^ What position do you occupy ? I am agent here for Wright, Heaton, & Co.

J. Lolian. 956. How long have you been here? Four years since last January. '
s—*-*~**~\ 957. Mr. Yee.] Had you been living in any other portion of this district before you came here ? At 

24 Feb., 1890. Orange.
958. How long had you been there ? All my life.
959. Are you a native of Orange ? I am.
960. Were you acting for Wright, Heaton, & Co. there ? I was a clerk in the office.
961. Are you prepared to give the Committee any statistics ? Well, I have made up different returns, for
the accuracy of which I can swear. '
962. Have you any by you in duplicate form ? No ; but I know the amounts.
963. Did you come here when the railway was opened ? Yes.
964. Will you give the Committee some idea of the extent of the forwarding business during the first year 
the line was opened ? In the first year we paid for freight between £400 and £500—that would be 
freight to Molong and Sydney and intermediate stations. At the present time we are paying £1,000 a 
month.
965. Does that £1,000 per month embrace inward and outward freight ? "We pay nothing on the outward
freight—that is all paid at the other stations. _ _
966. But you send outward freight, I suppose ? We send it away ; but we pay no freight on it at this end.
967. So that, really, the £1,000 a month represents only the inward business ? Yes.
968. What is the nature of the goods you receive here? General store goods and station supplies—such 
as wire and rock-salt.
969. Do you receive any wheat or flour ? Yery little.
970. I mean from Sydney ? Yes.
971. In consequence of the shortness of crops in this district ? Yes.
972. To what portion of the country do you send any? Well, we have sent to Parkes.
973. Have you sent any beyond ? No.
974. Is any portion of the goods coming through you consigned to Forbes? No. . _
975. Will you, briefly, give the various districts to which the goods have been consigned? Parkes is the
principal district. We also have goods for Bumberry and Bindogandri. '
976. Do you send any to Condobolin ? No, none to Condobolin. The principal reason is that the road 
is not suited to bullock-teams, and the goods consequently go from Cowra and Borenore.
977. Are the roads there macadamised ? I believe the country is more open for them. If we get a
bullock-ieam once we do not see them again. _
978. Does any of the traffic from Forbes or the intermediate traffic come here? No.
979. Nor is any inward carriage consigned to this place ? No; some of it has reached here, but it has been
forwarded back to Borenore _ _ _
980. Irrespective of the outside districts I have named, the traffic is steadily increasing upon the railway
to Molong ? It is. _
981. I suppose your business is about as good a pulse as you can have of the traffic on the railway ? Yes.
982. Do you know anything of the country between this and Parkes ? I do not.
983. You are not prepared to give evidence as to the route or as to the productiveness of the country ? No.
984. You say you were engaged in Wright, Heaton, & Co’s, office in Orange ? Yes.
985. And how does the increase in traffic here compare with the increase in traffic there? Of course 
everything went from Orange to Molong, Parkes, and Forbes—it was the terminus for all those places.
986. Since the line has been opened to Molong, the Parkes traffic has been sent from here ? The increase
in the Parkes traffic has been very large. _ _
987. Then the construction of the line from Orange to Molong has served Parkes and the intermediate
districts ? Yes. _
988. There is little or no traffic between Orange and Parkes by dray at the present time ? No, there is 
none now.
989. Your firm deal largely in grain, particularly in maize, in bad seasons ? Yes.

• 990. Have you had to import much maize here ? Only for consumption in Molong.
991. Have you had occasion to consign any quantity of wheat, flour, chaff, or potatoes from Molong to
other districts ? We have. ■
992. Is there a tendency on the part of that traffic to increase ? I should think it was on the increase.
993. I suppose the carting of grain from this district is almost invariably done by the producers them
selves ? Yes. ■
994. It does not necessarily pass through your hands ? Certainly not.
995. Consequently, you cannot speak authoritatively as to the quantity of wheat and stuff sent from the 
district ? I could not.
996. About how many teams load here in a month ? I have made up a return. I find that there has 
been an average for the last six months of 250 tons a month going away on the Parkes route. The 
average number of teams loading would be from twelve to fourteen a wreek.
997. Do you know whether, in the wool season, any quantity of wTool comes this way from beyond 
Parkes ? From no distance beyond Parkes, I think.
998. Could you tell us the names of the stations that send wool to the railway here ? The names of 
the stations are the Troffs, about 40 miles from Parkes, Coradgery, Nelungaloo, Bartley’s Creek,

' Wanera,
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"Wanera, Coobang, East Billabong, G-unningbland, and Jloura. A great number of selectors bavc lately Mr. 
taken up land, and of course that makes some difference. J- Lohan.
999. Supposing a line Were constructed from Molong to Parlies, which would be the nearest station
along that route for the majority of the runs to use ? I have never travelled it. I could not say what ^ 116 ■’ •
the various distances would be, but most of them are pretty close to the line. Webster’s would strike at 
Bumberry, and so would Winera ; East Billabong and Coobang would be about Bindogandri.
1000. Are any of these stations situated in the vicinity of Cudal, or between Cudal and Forbes ? Ho.
1001. Do you receive any goods for forwarding to any portion between Cudal and Forbes P Ho.
1002. Your traffic is confined to the line influenced by the Molong railway station ? Yes ; we neither
receive traffic nor send trafiic along the rival route. '

Mr. James Haslam, storekeeper, sworn and examined :—
1003. Mr. Oov.] Where do you reside ? In Molong. Mr.J. Haslam.
1004f. What is your occupation ? I am a storekeeper.
1005. How long have you resided in the district ? A little over twenty years. 24 Feb., 1890.
1006. Has your occupation as storekeeper brought you into contact with many people in the neighbour
hood ? It has.
1007. You must have learnt a good deal from them ? Yes.
1008. Have you travelled much in the district? Over a portion of it.
1009. Which portion? I know the district as far as Meranburn pretty well. I have been to Parkes, but 
I do not consider that I know that end of the district.
1010. Do you know Cudal, Boree-Cabonne, and Toogong? Ho.
1011. Do you know the country to the north of the proposed line of railway from Molong to Parkes and 
Forbes ? I know a good portion of it.
1012 Is it fairly taken up by selection now? It is nearly all taken up; everything available is 
taken up.
1013. And when the leasehold areas are thrown open, as they probably soon will be, a large quantity ot 
land will be taken up? I think almost all of it will be taken up.
1014. We had evidence this morning from the land agent to the effect that only some 450 acres are left in the 
parish of Brymedura? That is very likely a reserve. Even in this district ordinary looking land is good 
for grazing. If it is not fit for agriculture the farmers will take it up as an additional selection, so that 
they may have it for their stock.
1015. The production of wheat has materially increased since the railway was constructed ? Yes, during 
the last seven or eight years.
1016. Have you ever made a calculation as to the cost of growing wheat ? Ho; but I have heard 
calculations made.
1017. What conclusion have you come to ? There is one gentleman in particular in the district who pays 
for all he does in connection with his farm, and who reckons that it costs him from £1 to £1 Is. per acre 
to sow, reap, and bag his wheat; I refer to Mr. Petersen, of Ghewang.
1018. Consequently, if a man has 20 bushels to the acre the cost would be only Is. per bushel ? That
is all. .
1019. Does he allow anything for the land ? Ho; that is simply the labour of ploughing, harrowing, 
sowing, and taking the wheat off with strippers and putting it into bags.
1020. What is the price of wheat? Three shillings per bushel.
1021. But that would be for a first-class sample. Yes.
1022. You would not buy inferior wheat at any price ? We buy it, of course. All wheat is of some 
value, even as fowls’ feed. I have gone into figures with other farmers and have given them a liberal 
allowance, and the cost comes to about 25s. per acre, although many of them will not admit that it can be 
done at that price.
1023. _ Making considerable allowance, that would still leave a fair balance of profit to the farmers ?
Yes ; it has been found by the farmers that the only way in which they can make wheat-growing pay is to 
grow large quantities. At one time a man with 50 acres was supposed to have a large farm—now there 
are many of them with 250 acres under wheat. Anything under 100 acres is regarded as a small farm.
102i. I suppose even these small farms get the best of machinery ? Yes.
1.025. Using human labour only they could not farm profitably ? Ho ; I think not.
1026. Would your estimate of £1 per acre include seed? It would include seed, ploughing, harrowing, 
sowing, stripping, and putting into bags. They use double-furrow ploughs.
1027. Then, in an exceptionally dry season, wheat-farming on a large scale will pay ? Yes. In the old days 
a, farmer ploughed 20 acres of land, loafed about the rest of the year, and said that farming would 
not pay.
102S. Having got the grain to market he still lias a balance on the farm, he has the straw, which I suppose 
he can sell or can use in some manner ? If strippers are used the straw is of no use ; it is left on the ground.
This year it would have paid them better to cut it.
1029. It forms manure ? I think it must do ; they burn it off, and sometimes plough it in.
1030. Does any other farming besides wheat-growing pay in this neighbourhood? Yes; oats or wool.
Occasionally you get a fair corn crop. As a rule, however, corn is an uncertain crop. Hay grows very 
well—we get some fine crops of hay. '
1031. But the cost of carriage takes away the profit? During the last two or three years hay and wheat
growing has not been a very profitable thing. Last year the crops were almost a failure. The year before 
they were not very heavy, but a great portion of them was spoilt in the harvest—the farmers have had a 
bad time for the last three years. '
1032. But in a fairly good season wheat-growing is a profitable thing? Yes.
1033. I suppose you are sufficiently unprejudiced to speak of the neighbouring districts as you know . 
them—do you know Cudal ? I have been there twice.
10-34. Have you seen growing crops there ? I do not think I have. I know there is good land there as 
well"as here. I have bought Cudal wheat, and very good wheat it has been, too. ,
1035. Do you make any use of the limestone here ? Well, lime is used, but to a very small extent.

" 1036.
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1036. What about timber ? There is Yery good timber in the locality you heard mentioned this morning.
1. Haslam. The timber exhibited to the Committee at luncheon time was received by me as a consignment fiom the 

Meranburn sawmill.
21 Feb., 1890.1037. Are potatoes a profitable crop ? They are not always a successful crop. It is not a good district 

for potatoes. I have seen good potatoes grown here, but they are not a certainty.
1038. And with regard to orchards ? I believe it is a good district for orchards. I have planted five 
orange-trees in the bush 3 miles from Molong; two or three of the trees are still alive, though I have 
never had them dug round or anything else done to them—they have never been cared for from the first. 
I have seen some good oranges growm in this district.
1039. Would it be profitable to grow such fruit as the apple, the pear, and the plum ? I should think so. 
The fruit grow prolifically; grapes grew here well.
1010. Is any wine made here ? Mr. M'Nevin, of Cardington, used to make wine for several years.

’ 1011. Do you think that in the event of a large tract of country being thrown open here there would he
sufficient inducement for an increased farming population Y 1 think so. In the course of a few years 
the land at present in the hands of large holders, deducting 25 per cent, for stony ground, will be brought 

. under cultivation. I speak particularly of selectors. I might add that now-a-days they get 100 acres 
ready for the plough more quickly than in former times they could get 10 acres ready. Instead of taking 
out all the stumps as formerly, they take out the small saplings, ring-bark the large trees, and plough 
between—they get a quick return from the land, and are able to spend tbeir money afterwards in taking 
out their large trees. That plan has been found to work very successfully. Some men in the district 
have from 600 to 800, Mr. Bradley, at G-arra, has 1,500, and Mr. Boardman has 1,400 hags of wheat.
1042. The Eailway Commissioners, speaking of the proposed line, say—“Wo are of opinion that an 
extension from Molong to Parkes could not be recommended except as the means of opening up an 
admittedly good agricultural district around and north of Parkes, but we would rather favour a line from 
Cowra or Young to Porbes, and from thence to Parkes, which would run through fairly good country, 
and give the residents the choice of either the southern and western lines for business”purposes.” Do 
you agree with that? The Commissioners also say—“ On leaving Molong, after the first four miles, the 
character of the country changes, being of a rocky nature for a considerable distance ?” The best part 
of our district lies at Garra—there is a regular garden there. You find farm after farm joined together 
and producing large crops of wheat. Leaving Molong for the first 2 or 3 miles there is stony ground. 
Garra commences at a distance of about 5 miles from Molong. Any man looking about him can see that 
immediately you get outside the common, and, indeed, before you get outside of it, the country is of a 
good character. I know almost every holder in this list collected by Mr. Wren—they live almost 
exclusively between here and Meranburn. If what the Commissioners sav is true, these men must have 
been fools to take up the land. "
1013. Of course yon are aware that this proposed railway is to be a grand trunk lino to the valley of the 
Laculan, consequently it is not for this Committee or for the country to consider the interests of any 
particular section of the people. The question is not whether the people of Cudal will he served or not 
—the great question we have to consider is the promotion of the greatest good for the greatest number. 
We want to avoid any mistake in initiating this line. Mistakes have been made in the past, and our 
gieat object is to prevent such mistakes in the future.—we should therefore like the gentlemen we examine 
to throw off any prejudice with regard to any particular locality, and to look at the matter from a broad 
point of view. We want to determine which is the best line to serve the valley of the Lachlan ? That 
I could not say, I do not know enough of the other line to offer an opinion. •
1044. Ihe Commissioners think that there will he a loss of about £15,000 a year to the country consequent 
upon the construction of this railway. Unless you can see your way clear to make up this loss in the 
immediate future ; do you think the Government will be justified in expending this large amount annually? 
Unless there was some immediate prospect of making up the sum, I should say the Government would 
not be justified in doing so. .

p*. J°'J there is an immediate prospect of the line paying ? It is evident that the settlers
included in the list handed into you by Mr. Wren must contribute a large amount of revenue to the 
railway, iso far as the Commissioners are concerned, I might as well inform the Committee that they 
were reported to have driven through from here to Parkes in one day in a covered trap. I am informed 
that tne day being dusty they went along with the curtains down—that would account for their not seeintr 
the line. °

there any other information you desire to give the Committee ? Mr. Sharkey said in S}7dney,
I believe, that the amount of traffic on the other line was so great that men were constant] v metalling the 
road, while the traffic on the Molong line was so small that all the traffic was taken by a four-horse van 
twice a week. I want to contradict that statement. As a matter of fact I had two ten-horse wago-ons 
between here and Orange. Mr. Black had two similar teams, and Mr. Parslow had a seven-horse van 
J C01nveyan<;es were g?lng to an.d fro from the town alone, to say nothing of the out-side teams.

1047. VV ould that be at the time to which Mr. Sharkey refers? Yes; apparently. If his evidence is 
worth anything at all, it should be all truthful. If one poition of it is wrong' we can value the remainder 
at the same price.
1048. I see Mr. Sharley also says in his evidence that very little of the land in the vicinity of the line 
passing Molong is fit lor settlement beyond Meranburn? I know there is cultivation beyond Meran
burn. 1 think it can le proved that there is a large amount of cultivation there.
104P, This was writtc n in 1883 ? I know there was cultivation there then.

PAEIIAMENTAUY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 'WOEKS.

Mr.

28

Mr. Iohn Eobards, miner, sworn and examined :—
Mr. J. 1050. Ohairman.~\ What is your occupation ? I am a miner residing in Molong.

Lobaids. 1051. Have you lived there long ? Thirty-four years.
o+Tvh'Tfiqn 19?2i Powel-} Can y°u give any information about the mineral resources of the district ? There is 

c ’ ' a hfrle mining going on at Delaney’s Dyke. We have had several shows of copper, and there are some
tin mines about fourteen miles from Molong.
1033. Is Delaney’s Dyke likely to employ a large numler of men ? I think so.

1054.
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1054. What do you think is the population engaged in mining ' at Delaney’s Dyke ? I think there are Mr' J-
about twenty persons. Eobards.
1055. WTiere are the tin-mines to which you refer ? I have not been there for twelve months. I do not
know what persons are there now. 1890.
105G. Have you visited the ground to find whether tin is there or not ? Ho.
1057. Is the copper industry likely to become a large industry, and to supply any revenue to the railway ?
I think so;.there are good indications of copper within 2 miles of the town. *
1058. Has anything been done to test these mines ? A copper hill was worked some years ago.
1059. Was copper obtained ? Yes, some was got.
10G0. Where have you worked yourself ? Mostly about the Dyke. I have prospected at Main Horse 
Bidge, between Garra and Delaney’s Dyke. *
1081. Do you know the district through which this railway will pass to Parkes and Forbes ? Yes.
1062. You have explored it ? Yes.
1063. I suppose there are a few parts of the district with which you are not acquainted ? I know it all 
pretty well.
1064. Can you give any further information as to its mineral resources ? I do not know that I can.
1065. Do you know the Parkes District ? When the first rush took place at Billabong I was there, hut

. never dug there. -
1066. Have you been to Peak Hill? Yes. ■
1167. What distance is that from Parkes ? Thirty miles.
1068. Do you think there would be much trafiic from Peak Hill to Parkes if the railway were con
structed ? I am sure there would.
1069. Do you think it would be a permanent field ? Yes. .
1070. And carry a large population? The greatest drawback is want of water.
1071. You think the mineral resources are so good that a large population will eventually be carried 
there? Yes.
1072. More especially if the railway is constructed ? Yes. '
1073. Speaking generally of the whole district, from your experience of thirty-two years as a miner, you 
think the mineral indications warrant the expectation that a large mining induslrv will spring up ? I 
think so ; I think there will be a large population right through from Parkes to Alectown ; in a direct 
line from Parkes to this place there will be a large population.
.1074. Speaking of the country between Molong and Parkes now, would you call it rich in minerals ? I .
like the look of the country in some places. I have obtained some fine gold in several places, but none ■ ’
payable. I got fine gold at Dulladerry Creek, at Coate’s Creek, and at Goimbla.
1075. Have you done any carrying in your time-? That has been my principal occupation. .
1076. Y7hat is the character of the country between here and Parkes, and what is the nature of the 
settlement ? The country is very good, and the settlers are from small to moderate holders..
1077. What do you call small ? From 200 acres up to a section.
1078 Is the land they are working good for agriculture ? For the first 17 or 20 miles ; then it is not so 
good for a few' miles.
1079. But you have seen sufficient of the country to know that a large population may settle upon it?
It is nearly all settled for the first 20 miles; then there is a blank for a few miles.
1080. Would you call it a large population? Yes ; the farms are pretty close to one another.
1081. Do the farmers all seem to be thriving ? Yes.
1082. Do they combine grazing with agriculture ? Yes.
1083. What is their chief crop ? Wheat and corn.
1034. Are there any fruit-trees or vines growing in the district ? I have seen some gardens, but have not 
taken much notice of them.
1083. You have been over the whole of the staked-out line ? Yes ; I drove an engineer, Mr. Alexander, . 
over the line just before Christmas last.
1086. You had a good opportunity to see tvhere the line went ? Yes.
1087. Do you think this -would be the best line to serve the majority of the people? I think so.
1088. I suppose you know all the centres of population within a radius of 10 miles of the line ? Yes.
1089. What places will he served by the construction of the railway? Well, there would be Cudal, if 
the line is taken by Bocoble Gap, which would come within 6 miles of Cudal.
1090. But when the Cudal farmers had their produce on their waggons is it not most likely they would
go to Borenore? I do not see why they should cart their produce 12 miles to a railway when they can
get it there in 6. " ■ *
109 . Would it pay them to take the loading off the waggons and to pay the additional railway carriage ?
I think so.
1092. There are a large number of farms in the Cudal district ? I have not been there for twelve or
fifteen years. I could not say now what the population is there.
1093. I suppose you have come into contact with a large number of persons in this district in your time, 
and have heard frequent discussions as to these various rival routes ? Yes.
1094. What do you take to be the consensus of opinion as regards the merits of the rival lines ? Well, 
opinion is pretty well divided, I think.
1095. Have any public meetings been held in this district, or have any petitions been sent in ? Hot lately.
1096. You have told us about the settlement between Molong and 20 miles out. How, is there a large 
population settled further on ? There is a considerable population settled to the north,in from Bumberry, ■ 
and south of the Flagstone Creek.
1()97. Have you observed the timber in the district? Yes.
1098. Would you call it good or had? There is a good deal of good timber in the-district—ironbark,for 
instance.
1099. Is the district capable of turning out timber fit for fencing and for railway-sleepers, and for culverts ?
Yes.
1100. You think that if mills were established and a railway were constructed, the timber trade would 
develop ? Yes.
1101. At what distance would the bulk of the timber be from the line? What I take to be Mr.
Kennedy’s blue line, runs right through a portion of it. 1102.
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•T.Eobards. H02. Have you paid particular attention to the timber? I have done. I called Mr. Alexander’s 
attention to it when we were passing through it.

24 Feb., 1890. H03. But I mean as regards its quality ? I have seen slabs at Delaney’s Dyke, 2 in. x 8 in., that appeared 
to me to be first-class timber. A number of loads of it have come into the town.
1104. Do you know Porbes ? Yes.
1105. Have you been down to Condobolin ? Yes.
1106. Does the country between these two places appear to you to be of a good character ? Yes.
1107. Do you know the country further on towards Wilcannia? No.
1108. Is there any other information you would like to give? I forgot to mention an ironstone lode. I 
think it is a continuation of a blow of copper now being worked at G-arra, on the north side of the Man- 
dagery Creek. The lode I am speaking of is on the south side of the Mandagery, and close to the Parkes 
Hoad. .
1109. What is the quality and quantity of the stone ? I heard Mr. Blakefield say years ago that he had 
had an assay made showing 75 per cent. Mr. Bennett is working there now.
1110. Is it a large lode, or a blow ? It crops up in two or three places about a chain or two in length. 
The width varies from a few feet up to a chain.
fill- Is it likely to be a valuable discovery ? I think so.

Mr. John Lohan, sworn and further examined :—
^r' ^ee-] ^°u spoke of £1,000 a month as being the freight you pay on the inward goods; do 

24 Feb., 1890. ™ese S00^8 include the goods imported for the use of the town? Yes.
1113. Can that be taken as a fair estimate of the value of the goods brought to Molong station for the 
use of the town of Molong, the town of Parkes, and intermediate places ? Oh, dear, no ; there will be a 
lot to be added to that.
1114. How much ? I suppose you can add about £200 a month.
1115. Are you in a position to state the money value of the outward freight per month ? No.

Mr. W. C. 
Finch.

Mr. William Croasdaile Finch, land agent, sworn and examined :—• 
1116. Chairman.'] What are you? I am a land agent, residing at Molong.
1117. How long have you been here? Three years lately. It is upwards of thirty years since I first 

24 F b 1890* Came ^le district. I have not been continuously here.
e •> 1118. Can you give any evidence as to the reserves and other land in this district likelv to be thrown open

m a month or two ? No. "
1119. What evidence do you wish to give? Well, I could describe the country from here all the way to 
Parkes along the surveyed line.
1120. What class of country is it to the north of this line ? From here to Meranburn, 16 miles, or further 
than that, a distance of say 6 miles, it is all good agricultural country with the exception of the Lord’s 
G-ap Range a narrow range of hills going towards Bocoble. Immediately you get over the range you 
come to Garra ; then the land is first class for a good distance on both sides, north and south. At Meran
burn, on the north of the line, the hills come in close to the creek, but there are open flats, good land, 
in between the hills.
1121. Do you know the country about Bumberry ? Yes.
1122. Do you know the forest reserve concerning which we have had so much evidence ? Yes.
1123. What class of timber is there in it ? It is principally ironbark; there is some stringybark there.
1124. Is it good ? As far as I can judge, the ironbark is good.
1125. You do not know of your own knowledge the quality of the timber—you have not used any so good 
in town ? I have not used it myself, but I have seen a good deal of it used for fencing. It is first-class 
timber for fencing. I have seen some logs being carted into Parkes to the saw-mills.
1126. Were the logs pipey ? No ; they were solid, quite sound.
1127. What class of country is it after you pass this place into Parkes? From Flagstone into Parkes it 
is good agricultural country.

. 1128. The whole of it ? Not the whole, but a great part of it. There are a good many farms on the
lower end of Flagstone Creek ; the upper part is rough.
1129. How many miles of the proposed route via Molong would pass through poor country—that is, 
country not fit for agriculture ? Well, as I have said, there is Lord’s Gap Range, which is only a small 
range to go through ; then on this side of Dulladerry Creek there is a pine ridge, but it is not of any 
extent; the first real rough country the line goes through’ is between Dulladerry Creek and Bumberry, 
Croker’s Range.
1130. Between Bumberry and Flagstone it is rough ? Yes. •

Do you know the whole of the country on the line from Borenore to Forbes ? Yes. _
Would this country bear favourable comparison with that country ? I think so.
Would it be quite equal to it ? I think so—in fact I think it is superior.

i Which line, would serve the greater number of people? The line from Molong to Parkes.
1135. .Why do you say that ? There is a large population between here and Parkes, and in the neighbour
hood immediately surrounding Parkes, especially on the north-east and north-west sides, that is, in 
between Parkes and the head of the Bogan.
1136. Is there not a larger population on the other line, between Borenore and Forbes ? I do not think so. 
113r. I understand you to say you believe this line, if constructed, would serve a greater agricultural area 
than the other line ? I think so.
1138. Have you any idea of the value of these holdings of agricultural land per acre ? I could not tell
you. . .
1139. Are there many of these farms changing hands—have any changed hands lately? No.
1140. The original holders are still working there ? A few have changed hands, but not many.
1141. Wliat is good agricultural land in this district selling for ? I do not think a great deal has been
sold latelv. . .

1131.
1132.
1133.
1134.

Mr.,
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-Mr. Edward George Einct, Inspector of Stock, sworn and examined:—
1142. ChairmanJ] What is your position ? I am Inspector of Stock in the Molong District. . Mr.
1143. How long have you been here ? Twenty-eight years. Is- H. Fitch.
1144. Have you been long in your present position? Between four and five years. ''"T"
1145. Mr. Zee.] How far does your district extend ? Towards Parkes about 25 miles, to the Lachlan on 1890'
the south, and to Wellington on the north.

<^° no^ S° 011 ^ Eorbes ? No ; Eugowra is the furthest along the Orange and Eorbes-road.
1147. Then your occupation brings you into contact ivith the settlers a good deal—is the settlement in
your district of a satisfactory character p. Yes ; there are chiefly small holdings between here and Parkes, 
that is holdings from. 50 to 100 acres up to 1,000 acres. '
1148. Have you any reason to believe that these settlers are not bona fide ? No.
1149. Do they go in for much stock ? Yes ; they combine stock with farming, chiefly sheep.
1150. I presume you would have a very good opportunity to judge as to whether this settlement is of a 
proper character, or whether the settlers are simply there representing someone else ? Yes.
1151. I suppose your occupation takes you about the country a good deal? Yes. .

?ave y011 ever been over the railway route from here to Parkes ? I have not followed the line
right along; but I have been backwards and forwards across it.
1153. You have been to and fro on the road at all events many times ? Yes.
1154. You have a fair idea as to which way the line is going ? Yes ; I know pretty much where it is
surveyed.
1155. Do you think it is going on the right track ? I think so.
1156. Do you think deviations could be made which would better serve the people between here and 
Parkes . o ; I do not know that that could be done, unless the proposed deviation through Bocoble Gap 
is adopted. I do not know that that would make a great deal of difference to most of the people.
1157. Do you know Dulladerry Creek ? Yes. ’
1158. Are the stock increasing in the district ? Yes ; this year there is an increase in horses, cattle, and
sheep m my returns.
1159. Are they fat stock or store cattle usually in this district ? Well, we have small lots of fat stock
1160. Are many stock sent from the district ? Yes.
1161. By road or train ? Some by road to Orange and Bathurst, and chiefly by train to Sydney.
1162. I suppose that fat stock are sent to Sydney ? Yes.

-^-n<i the store stock to any of the other markets ? During the drought, but not from here—very 
little from here. J
1164. Were you here in the recent dry season ;—did the stock suffer ? Many'had to remove their stock 
to places where there was grass.
1165. Did they send any number by train for that purpose ? Not from Molong. Some of them were
travelling stock going to Albury, and down south, trucking from Dubbo ; they would pass through part of 
my district. , ^ x o r
1166. Were many stock sent away by train during the dry season ? No ; I do not remember many.

, '^efe any slock sent into the district by train during that season ? One station got between
30,000 and 40,000 chiefly by train.
1168. The train is used as a means of transporting stock ? Yes.
116.>. Both for fat stock and, in time of drought, for transporting poor stores to a more favourable 
climate ? Yes.

Mr. John Burgess, auctioneer and commission agent, sworn and examined:—
1170. Chairman.'] What is your occupation ? I am an auctioneer and commission agent. Mr.
forty years6 7011 1)6611 m Mo:lons ? 1 llave been in the town year3> and in the district nearly J. Burgess.

H 72. Mr. Cox.] During that time you have become thoroughly acquainted‘with the district ? Yes. 24F^b., 1890. 
1173. You know the country between this place and Meranburn ? I do ; I lived for ten years close to 
Meranburn—Davy’s Plains.
l-l-jfL -AH the available land is taken up there ? Yes, with the exception of the reserves.
1175. Are there any leasehold areas which will fall in this year ? YYs. ’
1176. With the exception of the reserves and leasehold areas to which you refer, no land is now open for 
selection ? There may be some land fit for grazing purposes, but not for agricultural purposes.
T~U' Consequently a railway constructed between Molong and Porbes would have no more traffic upon 
it than is now wanted by the agricultural settlement, unless people were induced to farm to a greater 
extent than they now do ? Every year they are clearing more land ; they commenced on a small scale, 
and, as their means admit, they enlarge the area.
1178. Presuming that all the available land is taken up, a very small proportion of that land is cultivated?
X £S.
i i'on' o'01 * * * *' wbab ? They are so far from a railway that they cannot make wheat-growing pay.
1180. {supposing they had a railway, would it not help them to clear the land ? I do not know about that; 
but it would make wheat-growing pay, and they could pay labour. It is uphill work for one or two meu 
to clear.
1181. Do you know the Cudal and Borenore country ? Yes.
1182. Is that country fairly taken up by settlers ? Yes.
1183. Is there much available land there ? None.
1184. I presume a large quantity of the land, however, is fit for agricultural settlement ? Yes ; but I do 
not know of any available with the exception of that in the reserve?.
1185. All the land which could he farmed.is not being farmed now ? No; most of it is used for stock.
The greater portion is in large holdings. Between Borenore and Cudal there are four or five farms near the 
marked line, and there are a few within 3 or 4 miles of Cudal; after that there are very few indeed along 
the line. &
1186. To the north and south of these large estates, how is the land taken up ? It is taken up mostly on
tne.north side. In towards the Parkes line there is a large tract of very good country, called Grcga, that is 
all m the hands of small holders. 1187
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t 1187. South of the Borenore and Cudal line there are places called Barton and Bowan;—is the land there
J- .Burgess. tak-en up by large holders ? Well, there is Davy’s Plains, li miles from Cudal, and adjoining that there is

24FebA~1890 ano^;ie1, large holding of 4,000 acres, which is held by Mr. Couch; and near him comes the Cargo gold
' field reserve.

1188. Are the holdings in the parish of Bowan large or small ? Davy’s Plains has an area of nearly 3,000 
or 4,000 acres of purchased, independently of the lease ; Couch has 4,000 acres.
1189. Are there any leasehold areas there ? It is all selected land.
1190. There are no leasehold areas ? I do not think so.
1191. So that you think the railway via Molong and Parkes would accommodate a larger number of
agriculturists than that via Borenore and Cudal ? I am sure it would, because on the Borenore line the 
holdings are very large, and it is not likely that they will be cut up. There has been a great increase in
the farming population in the Parkes District; nearly all the land from Parkes to the Bogan Eiver is
taken up. There are a great many new settlers from Victoria and other places.
1192. Tour chief objection to the Cudal and Borenore route is that it passes through large estates, and 
would not benefit a large number. I do not think it would. It is a hard line to construct. From the 
Boree country to Long’s Corner there is a bluestone formation, which is very hard to work, and from Long’s 
Corner to Eugowra the. country is of very little use.
1193. Is there more bad country between Long’s Corner and Eugowra than between Meranburn and 
Parkes ? I think so ; the mountains there are so high and rugged, there are no good patches in between. 
On the other route there are some good patches on the rugged hills.
1194. Mr. Dowel.~\ Being an auctioneer, can you give any opinion as to the value of the laud ? That 
would depend a great deal on what improvements there are; but from 25s. to £2 5s. an acre is the general 
average.
1195. Is that for agricultural land P Yes.
1196. That is exclusive of the balance to be paid to the Crown? Tes. •
1197. Is the settlement in this district of a permanent character ? I think it is.
1198. Are the holdings, as a rule, small or large ? There are no large holdings on the line the Committee
are considering ; if there are any they must be near Parkes. ’
1199. The land is not likely to revert to pastoral purposes ? No.
1200. Do many of the farmers combine sheep-farming with agriculture? Most of them do.
1201. That appears a most successful mode of farming ? Yes. They mostly have some fallow ground ; 
when they are not making use of it they find sheep the most profitable thing they can put on it.
1202. Knowing both of these routes, which do you think is the best in the interests of the largest number 
of people ? The Parkes line. It would serve the whole of the valley of the Lachlan. If it comes the 
proper way it should not go into Forbes. We should keep clear altogether of the river and strike 
Condobolin.
1203. Do you know the country about Condobolin ? I have been through to the Cobar country and across, 
but not to Broken Hill.
1204. Is that good country? Yes.
1205. Would it contribute revenue to a railway? Yes; I think Mount Hope and other mines will 
become very good mines.
1206. What is the character of the country on the Lachlan River? It is good grazing country, but not 
agricultural country. All cereals grow too rank in wet seasons and fall down, and they will not stand dry 
weather in the dry seasons.
1207. Supposing a railway is constructed to Parkes, would the wool from this pastoral country come to 
Parkes? Yes.
1208. Live stock and produce generally ? Yes.
1209. Which does not come to Molong at present ? It comes to Cowra, on the other line, at the present 
time.
1210. You think the Parkes line would be the most payable, and would be most beneficial to the residents 
in the district? Yes.
1211. Do you know the character of the country between Condobolin and Wilcannia? No ; but I know 
it upwards from Condobolin through the Upper Bogan.
1212. Coming into contact with the residents of the district I suppose you have discussed this line with 
them ? Yes.
1213. What is the consensus of opinion on the subject ? There is a great difference of opinion. A great 
many persons speak from the point of view of their own benefit, and do not think of the country as a 
whole. I am not speaking for myself; I have no motive or interest whatever; I am speaking from the 
point of view of the best interests of the country. Persons have given evidence on this matter who are 
connected with land syndicates on the other line.
1214. But I am speaking of people in this district ? The Cudal people say their line is the best, because 
they would get the most'benefit from it. Making every allowance for personal interest, however, I think 
this line would be the most beneficial so far as the country is concerned, and if it were constructed 
to-morrow I should have no hesitation in saying it would commence to pay from the day it was opened. •

32 PABLIAMENTABT STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOBKS.

Mr. W. J. 
Windi ed.

24FehTl880.

• Mr. William Joseph Windred, hotel-keeper, sworn and examined :—
1215. Chairman^ What is your occupation ? I am an hotelkeeper and general dealer, residing in Molong.
1216. Have you been here long ? On and off, I have been in the Molong, Orange, and Cudal districts for 
twenty-six years.
1217. You must have a good knowledge of the country ? Yes ; my business takes me through it.
1218. What is the nature of the information you wdsh to give ? I do not think sufficient mention has been 
made of the north side of the proposed line. I was a resident at Cudal for eight years, and have been on 
this side for tw-elve years. I do not know much about the other side of the line when it gets away from 
Merildra; but I know all the rest of the country pretty well.
1219. Are there many farms to the north of the proposed line ? From 12 to 20 miles out it is thickly- 
populated country, and there will be still more ivhen the leasehold areas are thrown open. I knoiv plenty 
of persons who are ■waiting to take up land.

1220.
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1220. Is toe country to the north of the proposed line good agricultural land ; is it as good as the land 
to the south, down towards Cudal? I should think they were about equal. It is land which could be 
taken up tor almost every purpose. '
122 L. When yon speak of the country to the north of the line, what do you particularly refer to ? I mean 
trom aoouu Dilga to 1 arkes, and from Pnrkes through to Alectown. Last week I was all over the Bocky 
Ponds country. J
1222. Do you know the country to the west of Dilga? Tes ; the Bocky Ponds.
TOO T> SOrt.C0UntlT 18 that—good agricultural country ? There is a good deal of settlement on it. 
r> li, ,.pcr?a ^oat amount of nnalienated laud there; I suppose the country is pretty rough? 
On u.;.e somh or tno Dilga country it is rough—there is a range running through there; but the other 
land is .as ime agricultural land as you could find in the country.
1223. Do you know Benya? No/
1220. Do you know the forest reserves near Bocky Ponds? No.
122 L 1 country between Bocky Ponds and Parkes? I have been over it years ago, but I cannot say 
that I know it well. ' ^ o j
12e8. 'he country directly south of Bocky Ponds going towards Bumherry? No. .
I^z9. Is it not rough country ? It is rough through there ; there are places, however, which could be 
culttvated.
1239. Do yon know .Bumherry ? Nes ; I have been there.
1231. Do you know the forest reserve there ? No ; but I know the Dungeon, if that is what you are 
referring to. •
j2o2. Is there any good timber there? I know more of this side of Bumherry than Ido of the other side. 
1233. What sort of timber is there at Dulladerry Creek ? Pretty good.
1231. Plenty of it? Yes. it is ironbark. I have heard it said that the timber there is rotten ; but if some 
of ttioso who say so had shed as much perspiration as I have shed in splitting it they would form a very 
diffevent opinion. J
12 51. \ ou hive worked that timber then- and you know of your own knowledge that there is sob'd 
timber there ? Yes.

24, Feb., 1890.

.1236. Is it fit for sawing ? Yes? •
1237. Should you say it was marketable r Yes.
1238. Would not that timber be of assistance in contributing to the railway revenue ? Yes.
1239. Would it bring much traffic on to the line ? A good deal, I think. Of course, if you get on to the 
stony ridges 3rou get hollow timber ; but on the fiat ground you get very solid logs.
12P'. Do you know tho proposed line from Borcnoro to Porbes ? I know the Cudal country. I have 
lived at Porbes for eighteen months.
1211. Do you know the land about Eugowra ? I have been through it; all the land • I was through was
mountainous, except the fronts so. °
1212. Is there any timber in that district? That I cannot tell you.
12-i-3. What is the distance from Cudal to the nearest point on this line? It is about 7 or 8 miles to 
Mcranb urn where it is proposed to put the station. I lived halfway between the two places for six years. 
1241. Are the principal farms in the Cudal district to the north or south of the township ? There are a 
lot on both sides. I believe the principal ones are to the north. I was at Cudal before there were half-a- 
fPzcn farms at Bo wan Park, and now there area good few farms on that side. All the land from that down 
is iii the hands of Jago Smith and others. The bulk of the agricultural land is on the north side, I think. 
12 13. A/r. Let* ] I understand that you know the country pretty well between here and Bumherry? Yes. 
1216. Do you know7 the route the rival line takes? I have a general idea of it. I knqw the country 
at^ Job s very wolL It is very good land for cultivation—good grazing land, also. As you get away past 
Jo'b’s there is a fair, good, open country ; there are largo ridges in it, but it is good for cultivation.

. William Boss, Esq., sworn and examined :—
1247. Chairman.'] .What is your occupation ? I am doing nothing in particular at present. I have been W. Koss,
engaged at squatting. I am living in Molong at present. Esq.
1248. How long have you been here ? A liltle more than five years.* o '
1219. Air. Cox!] Do you know much of the surrounding country ? Yes ; I know the general character of it. 24:Fc^-> 1890. 
1.250. "What distance from Molong, out westward, towards Parkes ? 1 know it 80 miles out that way. .
1231. Do you know ibe country west of Borenore and Cudal. No. I have not been much in there.
1252. then you cannot say whether the line via Cudal or that via Parkes would best serve the inhabitants 
of this locality ? I could not.
1233. Looking' at the matter from a broad point of view, the question is how best to serve the greater 
number of people—we must not consider this or that locality ? I think the line from here to Parkes 

* would best serve the largest number.
1254. For what reason ? J n the first place it passes through a good country. It is generally equal to 
any land t lie railway is running through yet. Ido not see, however, what right you have to go to Porbes 
to take the line down to CoudoboHn. .Coming from Coudobolin, people would be at Parkes as soon as 
they would be at Porbes, and all the distance between, the two places would be saved.
12o5 But. would it not, at that, rate, be rather foolish to go to Molong at all, having regard to the angle 
which has to be made in order to reach Sydney ? Wo already have a line here from Orange, and it is 
more direct from here to Parkes than through Borenore. "
1256. But I am speaking of the Lachlan valley generally ? There are 20 miles from Parkes to Porbes of 
nearly level country; but if you are considering "the people out further west, as I have said, I do not see 
why you want to go to Forbes.
1257. Do you know that the lino from Porbes via Molong is 17 miles longer than the line via Cudal ? I
hear it said that is so, hut I cannot say it myself. '

31 fa)—E 1258. *
* Note (on revision) : I am but a little over five years living in Molong, but I have been in this district over forty-one 

years (within 25 miles of Molong). I am all but the father now of the district—few or none know it better. From here to 
Condobohn, from thence to near Bonrke, viz., Nyngan, Cobar, all were alike a few years ago pretty familiar to me. I also 
know the general character of the countiy from here to Cowra and thence to Forbes. Sol have no hesitation in saying 
tlmttheliiic from here to Parkes is the proper route for a railway. As for the Cudal route, it would suit a few people 
about Orange and Cudal, but not the colony in general. The line from here will pay for construction at £5,000 exceedingly 
well. 1 am an old surveyor, and can work such problems with any man in the colony. This £15,000 of loss on this line 

. is but a supposition, and such I cannot see or yet believe in.
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1258. Are you arrare that the Eailway Commissioners have made an estimate showing that the country 
will lose £15,000 a year by making this line ? I cannot see how they arrive at that conclusion. I do not

94.1? i isqn f-hink th0 l1116 'will cost £5,700 per mile from here to Parkes. I think it will be one of the cheapest lines 
6 ‘ we have made, from what I know of the country. _ _ .

1259. Will the country be justified in incurring the expenditure ? I think so. I think the line will give 
a very much better return than is estimated. Then, again, wre should not have to pay so much money for 
the land on this line as will have to be paid for the land on the other line.*
1260. Is there any other information you desire to give ? With regard to the stock trucking from here, 
I desire to say that there is far more stock trucked from here than is supposed, but the yards are m a 
very inconvenient site, and the owners object to them very much. I have had experience of the yards for the 
last two years, and I know whathascome in and what has gone out. The trucking yards arebadly constructed.
1261. Have any representations been made to the Commissioners on the subject? Tes; an officer was 
here the other day looking at the yards.
1262. You think that if the traffic were more fostered it would increase ? Yes ; to the north of Parkes 
there is plenty of land for many miles, right away to the head of the Bogan. As I have said, the stock
yards are a very great drawback, the sheep and cattle get knocked about so much before you can get them in.

G-eorge Cochrane, Esq., J.P., sworn and examined :—
G. Cochrane, 1263. Mr. Zee.] You are a Justice of the Peace, residing at Borenore? Yes.

Esq. 1264. How long have you been residing in the district ? Nineteen years. _ ...
r 1265. What is your present occupation ? I am a farmer and a grazier. My chief holding is in the

24 Feb., 1890. Molong District, although I live at Borenore.
1266. Are you a conditional purchaser ? Yes.
1267. Do you know the proposed railway from here to Parkes ? I cannot say; I have been over the
whole route, but I know the country it passes through pretty well. _
1268. Have you simply ridden over the route ? Yes, before the country was fenced in. I have a general 
knowledge of the country and its capabilities.
1269. You are intimately acquainted -with the land in the vicinity of Borenore, I suppose ? Yes.
1270. Do you know much of it thence towards Cudal ? Yes. _
1271. What are the relative qualities of the land in this immediate district and in the districts of Borenore 
and Cudal ? On the Molong and Parkes line, until you get to the other side of Meranburn, it is open 
good country—good agricultural and grazing country ; then the line descends through Croker’s Kange; it 
is not quite so good there, but it is all valuable for some purpose or other. When you get through the 
ranges you fall into the head of the Billabong ; from the Billabong into Parkes there is no better land in 
the colony for agricultural and grazing purposes. On the other side, starting from Borenore, there is 
fairly good country until you get to Long’s Corner, on the other side of Toogong, but the line passes 
through large freehold estates, and there are few farms upon it. There are a good many farms on 
both sides of Cudal, but there are very few after you pass that place. Although there are some at 
Eugowra, there is a great deal of inferior country about Eugowra. Between Eugowra and Forbes there 
is good country, but it is subject to flood.
1272. Are there as many selectors and settlers on the various parts of the Cudal route as there are on 
this route ? Certainly not.
1273. Is there as much land available there for the people to settle on in the future as there is on this 
line ? No.
1274. But supposing the large estates were cut up ? That might make a difference, but we have no 
guarantee at present that it will be done.
1275. At present, however, there is no large quantity of Crown lands available ? No ; there are a few
reserves. •
1276. Are there any pastoral leaseholds ? I am not sure ; there may be some leasehold at Davy’s Plains.
1277. If these were to fall in shortly, would they not be taken up ? There is no doubt about that.
1278. I suppose that, having as much patriotism as most people, you would not like to see the country 
construct a line which would be of very little benefit to the people ? Certainly not; I should recommend 
the line which would pay the best.
1279. Now, as a patriot, tell us which line you think should be constructed in the interests of the country ? 
Without doubt the line from Molong to*Parkes and Porbes ; I make that reply without any hesitation.

Mr. Joseph Jefferis Morris, District Court Bailiff, sworn and examined :—
Mr. J. J. 1280. Chairman^] What is your occupation ? I am bailiff in the District Court.
Morris. 1281. Have you been here long? Since 1854.

1282. Have you held your present position long ? About thirteen or fourteen years.
24 Feb., 1890. p2g.3. Mr. Dowel."] What was your previous occupation ? I was a policeman first, and subsequently, in 

an interregnum, I was a farmer.
1284. Have you a good knowledge of the district through which the line will pass ? A tolerably fair 
knowledge. I have not followed the line closely. I do not know the staked part of it.
1285. Do you know the country from Molong to Parkes and Porbes ? Yes.
1286. You have heard to-day’s evidence ;—do you endorse what has been said as to the good quality of 
the land ? I think so, generally.
1287. And also as to the extent of the settlement ? Yes.
1288. Is the settlement of a permanent character? I think so.
1289. Are the settlers in a fairly prosperous condition ? I think the greater portion of them are.
1290. Do you know anything about the rival route ? I am acquainted with that part of the district.
1291. Is the country there similar to the Molong country ? A part of it—between Borenore and Long’s
Corner—the character of the land is tolerably good. -
1292. Do you know anything of the district of Porbes ? I do not know anything beyond. I have not 
been to Parkes for many years.
1293. Have you any new information to give? Well, the people in this district have been expecting this 
railway for the last ten or fifteen years. Many persons selected confidently expecting that a railway 
would be constructed, and if the line should be made from Molong to Parkes, I have no hesitation in 
saying that a very large addition will be made to the cultivation of the district.

~ Mr.
* Note {on revision) :—This line, when made, will, I am certain, pay as well as any line yet constructed, and far 

superior to some that are constructed to the interior.

31 PABLIAHENTAUT STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEKS.
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Mr. Jolin Eubie, farmer, sworn and examined :—
1294. Chairman.'] What is your occupation ? I am a farmer, residing about 9 miles from Molong, on the Mr. J. Eubie.
Parkes Eoad. ‘
1295. What size is your farm? I think 640 acres. I have 250 acres under cultivation this year. 24Feb., 1890.
1296. What is the principal crop ? Wheat.
1297. What sort of crop did you have ? A very good crop.
1298. What is the average crop on your farm ? About 20 bushels to the acre. If I could have cropped 
the whole this year I would have had 30 bushels, but it was knocked about by the storm.
1299. Do you usually have pretty good crops on your farm ? I never had a bad one until last year.
1300. That was an exceptional year all over the colony ? W o always had good crops in the district ud 
to last year.
1301. Taking one year with another, does your crop average anything like 20 bushels to the acre ? I 
cannot say it does. Some years we get from 12 to 15 bushels, but on good and cultivated land you can
get 20 bushels. •
1302. What we want to get at is the average crop, taking one year with another ? I should say 16 or 
17 bushels.
1303. Is your farm a fair average of the farms round about you with regard to the quality of the soil?
It is better than some, and not so good as others; I suppose you would call it an average farm.
1304. Do you know the country between here and Bumberry ? I have gone along the public road coming 
from Parkes, but I know the lay of the country pretty well.
1305. Will your farm bear comparison with the ordinary run of land right through to Parkes ;—is your 
land better or worse than that land ? It is not by any means the best. There is land at Manildra Plats 
and Coate’s Creek which is superior to mine.
1306. Do you make a fair living off your farm ? Yes. I have had a great deal of expense, though. I 
am sorry to say, I had to get into debt through making necessary improvements on it, but I can make 
a living on it, and I hope to make a still better one.
1307. Do you keep any stock ? Yes, but only dairy stock.
1308. If this line of railway were constructed from Molong, would it do much good to you and neigh
bouring farmers ?. I think we should be as well off again, not only in my vicinity, but further along the 
line. To begin with, we should put half as much again under cultivation.
1309. And you would be able to get your grain and produce to market more easily ? Yes.
1310. Have you reaped any advantage from the construction of the Molong railway ? Yes. ,
1311. And you imagine that if the railway were extended on to Parkes it would be of equal benefit to 
the farmers and you ? Exactly.
1312. Have you a pretty good knowledge of the farms, as a rule, around this district? I know them 
pretty well. There are very few with which I am not acquainted.
1313. Are the farmers in a prosperous condition, or are they heavily in debt ? I cannot speak about their 
indebtedness, but judging from appearances I should say they are all very comfortable.
1314. There is no cause to fear that the farmers are in such a condition that they are likely to give up
farming? No ; I think it is likely they will increase. . .
1315. Have you noticed whether they have increased the area under crop within the last few years ? We 
-all have increased as much as we could, in anticipation of this railway being made, and it is a disappoint
ment to a great many that it has not been constructed.
1316. Are you not getting a better price for your wheat than you did before the railway was here? Yes, 
a good deal.
1317. Do you know that on the only run-where there is any chance of much selection taking place—the 
Mendagery Eun—a great many selectors have sold out to the squatters ? A few have done so, but only 
those who have not much mind to work. A number seemed disinclined to do any work.
1318. You think these weeds have nearly all gone from the district? I hope so. There is a good deal 
of land called mountainous between here and Parkes, much of which is superior to the flat land. Some 
of the stone ridges would make excellent vineyards. Within a mile or two of Molong there are ridges 
which, if trenched and planted with grape-vines and fig-trees, would produce some of the finest fruit 
grown in the colony. I do not think sufficient importance has been attached to the mineral resources of 
the district. I know there are millions of tons of, ironstone here, and I have very little doubt that some 
of the stone between here and Parkes will be.found to contain gold.
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Henry Samuel Marsden Betts, Esq., Mayor of Molong, sworn and examined:—
1319. Chairman.] What is your position ? I am Mayor of Molong. H. S. M.
1320. What is your occupation ? I am a grazier. I have resided here on and off for twenty-five years. Betts, Esq.
I have been requested by Dr. Eoss to give some evidence as to the place I know least. —\
1321. Do you confine yourself to pastoral pursuits ? No ; I have done a good deal of farmkio- as well, 24 1890-
being close to the railway. . ■
1322. Can you make money at both pursuits ? Yes.
1323. Do you find the two combined more profitable than one alone ? Yes; my time is fully occupied.
Were it not for cultivation, I should not do as well as I do. ’
1324. Do you find any occasion to use manure ? Not the least; the land is too rich. ' .
1325. So that your pastoral pursuits are not carried on in conjunction with your agricultural pursuits ? No.
1326. What do you grow ? Lucerne, wheat, and hay. ° ’ ’
1327. Your chief occupation is sheep-farming? Yes ; I cultivate to fill up my time.
1328. This interest has been a successful one in the neighbourhood ? Yes.
1329. All who have followed it have done very well ? Yes.
1330. Are you aware whether the selections taken up on pastoral holdings have been largely purchased 
by the lessees ? I do not think largely, but they have to some extent.
133L Does not that go to prove that farming is a profitable occupation ? Yes.
1332. If it were not a profitable occupation the selectors would only be too glad to sell to the pastoral 
lessees ? Yes. A few who have not cultivated the soil properly have cleared out. If they cultivate and 
expect to get good crops and do not get them, then they are disgusted, and are very glad to clear out.
1333. But all these farmers make a good living ? I think so. 1334.
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H. S. M. 133 K They haye occasionally to contend ivith bad seasons ? Tes. .
1335. But as a rule they are fairly prosperous ? Yes.

oaiTTisao 1336. Is there a considerable desire to select upon the leasehold areas and reserves which it is expected will 
^ e ’’ ' be thrown open? I have heard so.

1337. I suppose you have heard the estimated cost of the line to Forbes ric Burkes, and that the .Railway 
Commissioners have estimated that the annual loss will be £15,000;—do you think there is any prospect 
in the immediate future of the line being made to pay ? I think so.
1338. In what way vcould the revenue he made up? Both from.sheep-farir.ing and from agriculture. 
I think there will be a great deal of produce talieu to the railway which is not grown now extensively 
owing to the want of railway communication.
1330. You think production will be increased very largely ? Fully 100 per cent., I should think.
1310. How long will it take to produce that result? It would be hard to say. It would depend on the 
time the line was in construction. As soon as the line was constructed the district would commence 

. immediately to increase the area under cultivation. I have no doubt the railway would at once commence 
to make good returns.
3341. Although we are told that the line via Barkes to Forbes would not pay, it has also been stated that 
the line via Cudal would commence to pay immediately after its construction ? I do not think that is the 
case. I think this line is just as capable, if not more capable, of paying than the Cudal line.

, 1342. Do you know the country between here and Barkes ? For about 20 miles.
1343. I suppose it is first-class agricultural land ? With the exception of a few pine ridges.
1344. Are there many people who would benefit by that line of route to the north of the line who are not 
benefited by the extension already made to Molong ? I think they would commence to benefit directly

■ you pass Garra, 7 or 8 miles from Molong. ,
■ 1345. You think the line will begin to gather traffic at that point? Yes.

1340. Do you know the route surveyed via Borenore and Cudal? I only know a portion of the route. 
1347. Do you know the number of large estates through which that line passes ? It goes right through 
three or tour of them, I believe. The line to Molong I may say would drain a larger area of country. 
The people at Garra and Cumnock, for instance, would come in. When you get to Cudal you get into the 
Cowra and Canowindra country. A very little south of Cudal the people begin to go to Cowra.
1318. IV hat route will best serve the bulk of the alienated land ? Looking at the map, I should think 
the Cudal line would.
1349. Who owns the larger portion of the country through which this line passes ? Although it is 
alienated, it is in large estates. Toogong is nearly all private property; then there are Davy’s Plains, 
Boree-Nabonne, and Boree-Eyrang. " *
13'0. The Molong line passes through no station property? I believe not,
1351. Do you know how much laud has been purchasexl by the lessee of the Brymedura Estate ? I have 
no idea.
1332. The owner has not taken the same advantage of his opportunities as have the owners of other leases ? 
jN’o ; I do not think so. With regard to the land I now occupy, within two and a half years the whole of 
it will he cut up and sold in farms, I believe. There are 5,000 acres, and it is on the Ironbarks-road.
1353. It is in contemplation, you say, to cut it up and throw it in the market ? • I believe at least a half of 
it will be cut up. 1 have noticed that in two years I am to give up the other half, so I suppose that will 
be sold also.
1354. What is the value of that land ? Some of it is amongst the finest agricultural land you could 
possibly get. The fiats will produce 70 bushels of corn to the acre.
1355. The sale of that land would tend to increase the population ? It would increase it considerably. 
I also think the mining interest would be largely developed if we bad a railway ; Copper Hill and places

■ further on would be developed. ^

• Mr. George Cochrane, Esq., J.P., sworn and further examined :—
1356. Mr. Lrc.'] I believe you have some further statement to make to the Committee ? I forgot to tell 

G. Cochrane, you that I know of 270 acres of land which have sent away by the bag 5,800 bushels of wheat.*
1357. That is (he produce of this year? Yes.

2rrr 1c,on 135S. Where is it situated ? On the Mendagery Creek.
' c ‘ • 1359. What was done with the wheat ? Most of it came to1 Molong.

1300. Was it sold here ? Yes ; it passed through Mr. Black’s hands.
3 361. Do you send your grain to the metropolitan markets? Not directly. '
1382. Or to any market? outside of Molong ? We sometimes send to Cudal; hut it is not a good market. 
1863. Could you. with the existing rates for grain, send your wheat to Sydney and sell it at a profit ? 
Yes ; and we should 1c still better able to do so if the proposed railway were constructed.
3304. W ould the line c->me close to the farm of which you have been speaking ? Yes ; it comes within a 
mile of one of my boundaries ; I should save about 15 miles of haulage.

•>G PAELIAMENXAEr STAHDING COMMITTEE OJT PUBLIC M'OEKS.

Andrew Ross, Esq., M.D., M.P., sworn and examined :—
3305. 31r.Doj.rv7.] You represent this district in the Legislative Assembly ? Yes.
13; 0. How long have you resided here? Thirty-three years.

M D^MP1' ^ 0,1 have had a large experience of the whole of the district traversed by the proposed line ? Yes.
3308. Is the leport of the Railway Commissioners with regard to this part of the country correct? I 

2tFeb. 1800. ’s n°t- Some portion of the line is of a rocky character, hut it does not extend for any con
siderable distance. There w ould be a large amount of settlement as soon as the leasehold areas are thrown 
open in July. As you have already heard to-day, there is a great amount of settlement here already, and 
there is a large amount of produce taken off the land. "
33( 9. The Commissioners say that alter leaving Molong the character of the country changes, being of a 
rocky nature for a < ousiderable distance between Molong and Barkes, and that, therefore, but little revenue- 
can be expected from local traffic, the settlement en route being limited ? I do not believe it is correct. As 
the repiesentanve of the district, 3 place no reliance upon it. 1370.

* Note (o» revision) The 270 acres abovementioned are a portion of my own farm.
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1370. The Commissioners go on to say:—11 We are of opinion that the extension from Molong to Parlies ®osB> » 
could not be recommended except as a means of opening up an admittedly good agricultural district round
and north of Parkes, but we would rather favour a line from Cowra, or Young, to Forbes, and from thence
to Parkes, which would run through fairly good country, and give the residents a chance of either the c ^ '
Southern or the Western line for business purposes —do you think that report as a whole is a fairly
correct one as regards the capabilities of this district? Ido not think the gentlemen "who take, so to
speak, a bird’s eye view of the district can be so well versed in its resources as those who have spen^ their
lives in it. In the first place these gentlemen get their information from secondary sources. I do not
think they have taken into consideration the revenue that would come upon the railway which now goes
from Forbes to Cowra. '
1371. Do you think they are right in recommending that the line should be taken from Cowra or Young 
to Forbes ? I do not think so, because the country, I believe, is subject to flood, and would be expensive 
in maintenance, if constructed. I have seen the flood-marks at Eugowra, on the Mendagery. The Bcla- 
bula Eiver often overflows.
1372. You know that the railway from Molong to Parkes and Forbes would be 11 miles less in construc
tion thau the Cudal route ? I should put it down at 13, because the line is already constructed to Bore
nore. It would save so much construction, compared with the other route.
1373. You think it has the advantage that there would bell miles less of construction? I certainly think 
so. There would not only be a saving in expenditure but in the working expenses of the line afterwards.
1374. I observe that on one occasion you furnished the Minister with certain statistics, and you said,
Among other things, that if the Cudal route were adopted it would be found to pass through 30 miles of 
private land is that correct? It is, I believe, about that from Cheeeeman’s Creek to Long’s Corner.
I have never measured the road, but to the best of my belief it'is about that distance.
1375. Would that line passthrough much country which is liable to be flooded ? It would,.I believs, from
Eugowra, that is, from the Southern Cross into Forbes. ■
1376. You said on one occasion that the line would be.longer thau. the other route, and would serve fewer 
people;—is that correct? 1 am not a competent judge ; I am not an engineer or a surveyor. I only goby 
what appears in official documents, and the quotations in the documents to which you refer were made 
from official sources.
1377. But from your knowledge of the district you would say the information you give is to the best of 
your belief correct ? I could not say positively.
1378. Do you think there are more people on the Cudal line ? There may be a trifle more, but I do not
think the line via Cudal would benefit the Canowindra people. I have always understood that the resi
dents of Canowindra have preferred the line going from somewhere in the vicinity of the Sheet of Barks, 
through Canowindra, and thence to Goolagong and on to Eugowra and Forbes. They advocate that line 
for the purpose of bringing themselves nearer to the metropolitan market. If the Cudal line were adopted 
as a means ol getting their produce to the metropolitan market they would have to go north to get to it, 
and would not be going towards the market at all. ' ■
1379. As a representative of the people, having a-certain sense of responsibility for the expenditure of
public money, do you think this Committee would be justified in recommending the construction of this 
Molong to Parkes railway ? I have every reason to believe from my long residence here that it would *
be a good paying line. I have known the people here for years. They are a good class of settlers, and I 
believe they \iill support the line if it is constructed. Besides that, when the line goes to Parkes it will
take the Upper Bogan, the traffic of which now goes to the Dubbo station. . . .
1380. But that would be robbing Peter to pay Paul? Yes, but if that traffic went to Dubbo it would be 
.going north in place of east, and towards the metropolitan market.
1381. Would the construction of a line to Parkes materially increase the settlement and tend to produce
revenue ? 1 think so, considerably. The line has done so since it has been extended to Molong.
]382. Has more land been put under cultivation ? "Well, the line would open up the country better.
1383. You have heard the evidence given to-day as to the richness of the soil and the capabilities of the 
district, so far as the growth of cereals and fruit is concerned ; do you endorse that evidence ? I do.

Henry Harold Septimus Chippendall,,Esq., sworn and further examined :—
1381. Chairman.'] I understand that you desire to give further information about the leasehold areas H. H. S. 
within a radius of 10 miles of the proposed line? I have scaled the maps, and I should say the area Chippendall, 
would be about 30,000 acres. So far as the Cudal line is concerned, I could show the Committee the 
majis applying to that portion of the district, if it would be of any value. 94 jggQ

Mr. Jonathan Atkinson, senior-constable, ^vorn and examined:—-
1385. Chairman.] What is your position ? I am senior-constable, stationed at Molong.
1380. Did you collect the returns of wheat production handed in by Mr. Wren ? 1 compiled them for
the whole of the Molong electorate.
1387. You know the proposed railway from Borenore to Forbes ? I do not.
1388. The returns of wheat, I see, give the total area cultivated at 22,049 acres, the total area under wheat
at lf;.3:"i3 acres, the total yield of wheat at 292,300 bushels, the average of wheat per acre at 17-f bushels ;— 
arc these figures correct ? Yes. ■
1389. Then again the acres cultivated in the districts of Cudal and Toogong are said to be 13,410, the 
acres under wheat 10,766, and the number of bushels of wheat produced 206,399 ;—are they correct ? Yes. 
139u. Then as regards Canowindra, the acres cultivated are said to be 3,137, the acres under wheat 2,265, 
and the total number of bushels produced 42,104 ; these give the following totals :—16,547 acres 
cultivated, 13,031 acres under wheat, and 248,503 bushels produced. You are sure that these figures are 
correct as applying to these particular districts? Yes.
1391. Now the totals given for Molong are as follows:—Acres cultivated 22,049, acres under wheat 
16,363. and the number of bushels of wheat produced 292,300 ;—are they correct ? Yes.
1392. Are the statistics for Cudal, Toogong, and Canowindra so collected that they represent the whole
of the land right up to the railway ? The boundary of the collecting district of Molong, Cudal, and 
Toogong is the Boree-to-Parkes road, which is close to the proposed railway. .
1393. And the quantity shown here as from the Molong District is the north of that road? Yes.

Mr. J. 
Atkinson.

24 Feb., 1890.

TUESDAY,'
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TUESDAY, 25 FEBRUARY, 1890.
[The Sectional Qommittee met at The Assembly Hall, Manildra, at 4'15p.m.~]

—

JAMES EBENEZER TONKIN, Esq. (Chairman).
The Hon. George Henry Cox. [ William Springthorpe Dowel, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Molong to Parkes and Forbes.

Charles MacDonell Stuart, Esq., civil engineer, sworn and examined:—
1394. Chairman^] What is your position ? I am a civil engineer. I have been in the service of the- 
Government for the last seven years.

oe t? v , onn 1395. Where are you now stationed ? lam stationed in Manildra. I am surveying a deviation from
25 Feb, 1890. BoeobleQ.ap through to Meranhurn. •

1396. Will that deviation make the line longer than the original surveyed line ? They will he as nearly 
as possible the same length.*
1397. What grades will you have ? The worst grade will be 1 in 60.
1398. Will that deviation bring the line in closer proximity to Cudal than the original surveyed line P It 
will bring it about half of that distance.
T399. What is the distance between the township of Cudal and the nearest point on your line, as surveyed P 
I could not exactly say, but I have been told 4 miles. I think it is more like 6.
1400. Where does your junction take place at the Parkes end ? Just this side of Meranburn, about 1|- 
miles from here.
1401. You have no engineering difficulties ? No serious difficulties.
1402. Are you permanently staking the line ? No.
1403. It is a flying survey ? It is something better than that. I am doing it in such a way that a very 
little more will make it a permanent survey.
1404. You are confident, however, that the line will reduce the grade to 1 in 60 ? Yes.
1405. What is the ruling grade of the original survey ? I believe it is 1 in 40.
1406. Do you know whether, from where your junction takes place at Meranburn on to Parkes, there is 
a grade on that portion of 1 in 40 ? I do not know—I have not seen the place.
1407. You have not been over it ? No.
IIjOS. Would the construction of this line, with your deviation, serve the people of Cudal? I think so, 
fairly. It would certainly serve them better than the old line, it would bring them so much nearer.
1409. Can you state the distance from the railway line at which people are likely to be served by its con
struction ? No.
1410. Mr. Lee.[ Haye you any plans ? Yes ; I have a plan of my deviation, as far as it is finished.
1411. Do you recognize the maps containing the survey of the staked line from Molong to Forbes ? Yes.
1412. Will you describe your deviation, commencing at a certain point, and indicate the prominent points 
where it touches the original line again ? Starting at Bryant’s Flat, opposite 216 miles 20 chains, on the old 
line, you go up the flat and get to a summit at block 92 ; there is a gradient up to here of 1 in 60. From that 
point you run down with a gradient of 1 in 66 to Bocoble Gap; you pass through the gap and rise to another

. summit at allotment 56 ; you run from that at a gradient of 1 in 60 down to Petersen’s, you follow the 
flats from Petersen’s until you get to Flash Jack’s Dam with a flat gradient'; from Flash Jack’s Dam down 
to Manildra you have a gradient of approximately 1 in 60—that will be the ruling gradient; then you 
cross the Mendagery Creek, and you rise from that until you meet the old survey at about If miles beyond 
the creek, at a ruling gradient of 1 in 60. This point would be 228 miles 20 chains; it is about half a mile 
this side of Meranburn.
1413.. The length of the deviation is as nearly as possible the same length as the permanently-staked line ? 
If miles longer. ■ .
1414. What was your object in leaving the permanently-staked line, and going so great a distance from it ? 
To try and get a better gradient, to avoid the hills at Lord’s Gap ; the gradient there is 1 in 40.
1415. Have you examined the permanently-staked line from Molong to Manildra? No.
1416. Have you examined it at Lord’s Gap ? No ; I have only been over the gap. .
1417. Are you prepared to say whether that grade can be reduced ? No, I am not. Mr. Alexander is 
supposed to have examined it thoroughly, and he suggested this route.
1418. What is the greatest distance from the bow of your deviation to point 224 miles of the staked line ?
Three miles. „
1419. Could you recognize that point indicated in the deviation ? It is just at Wren’s house.
1420. Consequently your deviation will be 3 miles closer to the Cudal residents than the permanently- 
staked line ? Three miles in a direct line, and rather more by the road.
1421. You have already sworn that the distance from that point is approximately 6 miles ? I spoke only 
from hearsay.
1422. Have you made observations as to the nature of the country, and the character of the settlement 
you have passed through ? All the ground that is fit for cultivation is settled upon.
1423. Would your deviation serve as great a number of the residents of the district as would the per
manently-staked line ? If you combine the Cudal people with it I should say it would. It is not as 
convenient to the people living at Garra. I presume there are more people living at Garra than 
there are on this deviation.
1424. But your deviation will be a considerable distance from the people living north of the permanently- 
staked line ;—it would not be so convenient to them? No.
1425. Are the bulk of the residents on the northern or the southern side of the staked line? I could not say.
1426. Your main Object was to obtain a better line, I presume ? Yes.
142/. You did not have in view the interests of the public ? No.
1428. You were endeavouring to improve the existing line? Yes.
1429. Mr. Dowel.'] How long have you been engaged in this work ? Since the end of the first week in
January. I expect to get it finished about the 20th March. 1430.

PARLIAMENTAKY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

C. M. Stuart, 
Esq.

Note (on revision) :—Should hare said If miles longer.
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1430. You say you have improved the grades, and got them down to 1 in 60? Yes. C. M;
1431. What have you done with the curves ? The worst curve is 24 chains radius ;—that is, as far as I Stuart, Esq.
have gone. I may have worse. • —v-—n
1432. Have you been over the permanently staked line from the point of your deviation to the end of it ? Feb., 1890. 
I have not been over it at all.
1433. Do you think the cost of the line you are now working on will be anything more than the cost of 
the permanently staked line ? I think the cost and the length would he about the same, hut I happen 
to get a better gradient and better curves.
1434. Those are the advantages you claim ? Yes. .
1435. At any point of your deviation have you made provision for any siding or station ? No further than
that the stations will go where the grade is'best suitable for them. .
1436. At what mileage do you propose to put platforms and stations ? Opposite Petersen’s place, on the 
flat—at about 223 miles.
1437. And you think, from such information as you can gain, that that would be a good and useful 
locality to serve the residents of Cudal ? Yes.

Mr. Daniel MTnnes, storekeeper, sworn and examined:—
1438. Chairman.1 What is your occupation? I am a storekeeper, at Meranburn. I also have the Post- Mr.
office. E. MTnnes.
1439. Mr. Zee.'] How long have you been living there ? Thirteen and a half years. ----- a-—N
1440. Have you lived in any other part of the district ? No. 25 Feb,1890.
1441. What is the population of Meranburn ? That I can hardly tell you, but my son will be able to 
give you full particulars.
1442. What is the class of settlement in the district? Farming and grazing.
1443. What kind of farming ? Wheat-growing principally.
1444. What is done with the produce ? It is taken to Molong chiefly.
1445. For consumption in Molong ? It is generally bought by millers and sent into Sydney.
1446. Is your market in the other direction, out towards Parkes ?• No ; they grow sufficient at Parkes to 
supply themselves.
1447. And the produce that is raised for sale in and about your district finds it way to Molong for con
sumption or for shipment to larger markets ? Yes. -
1448. Do you know the proposed railway route from Molong to this point ? I have been over the best 
part of the road.
1449. Have you been over the line itself ? I have not followed the staked line itself. .
1450. Do you know the settlement between here and Molong to the north of the permanently staked line ?
About G-arra and round about there.
1451. It is under consideration as to whether a deviation should be made from the permanently staked 
line, 2 miles this side of Molong, by way of Petersen’s selection, to Meranburn, passing close to Wren’s 
selection ? Yes.
1452. Do you think that line would be a greater benefit to the larger number of selectors ? I could not 
say for certain. I have not been over that part of the road for some time.
1453. You are not prepared to give any evidence as to that deviation ? No.
1454. Supposing the line were constructed according to the permanent survey, how would it suit the 
people in your district ? Either would suit our district. The only thing is that the survey, as at present 
staked out, would suit the people of Garra better—that is, the people to the north of the line.
1455. I am speaking of yonr own district—you have no feeling one way or the other? No.
1456. Supposing this line were constructed, would not the farmers and others in you district be likely to 
use it ? Decidedly. ■
1457. For what purpose ? For carting away their produce.
.1458. How do they get their produce to market now ? By teams.
1459. Are the roads good ? Some of them. . ■
1460. Do the farmers own the teams ? Some do ; some are engaged teams.
1461. Suppose the line were constructed, would not the farmers still cart their produce to Molong, or 
would they use the railway ? They would send it by train, of course.
1462. Why ? Because it would be cheaper.
1463. And would they get their goods back by train from Sydney ? I should think so ; I know I would 
myself.
1464. Do you happen to know the number of letters passing through your office in the course of a year ?
I made out a list yesterday of all the letters posted. ^
1465. Do you keep the rain gauge officially for the observatory ? Yes.
1466. And the returns you are able to give as to the fall of rain wu can accept as being accurate ? They 
are the daily returns.
1467. In 1889you had 120 wet days, giving 29 inches 28 points? Yes.
1468. In January, 1890, you had five wet days, giving 64 points, and in February, 18 wet days giving 
7 inches 50 points ? Yes.
1469. I see you had 6,305 letters posted, 108 parcels, and 3,321 newspapers ? Yes.
1470. You had 169 money orders received, representing a value of £342 7s. 9d.; 21 savings bank deposits, 
of the value of £99 11s. 3d.; twenty-nine money orders paid, of the value of £118 Is. 3d.; three savings 
banks payments, of the value of £12 10s.—are these figures correct ? Yes.
1471. What is your average rainfall ? I have only had the gauge since April the year before last.
1472. During your long residence you must have observed the rainfall—has it been sufficient to enable 
the farmers to cultivate their land ? Within a year or two I cannot say for certain, but I think they have 
only missed their crops for two years. On one occasion, that is the year before last, the crops were 
absolutely spoiled by the rain. In the other year the land was cultivated, but the drought spoilt the 
crops.
1473. Has there been such a thing as a total failure of the crops ? No, I do not think so, although we 
have had almost a failure.
1474. What is the average return of wheat per acre in the district ? For this season it would be from 30
to 20 bushels. 1 75.
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Mr. 147.'5. I« tliis considered a good season ? Yes.
D. M'lnnes. 147(5. V/hat is the general average ? From 15 to 17 bushels.

2'F^b*-1890 anr>culture on the increase in your district ? Yes.
0 e •> u-1471 ]) , the individual farmers cultivate a larger portion o£ their areas than they did five years ago ? 

Decidedly. They produce win at mid even maize, when the climate is suitable.
147.). Are the farmers gradually increasing their agricultural areas? Yes.
lldJ. They are not putting stock iu the place of agriculture? No ; each farmer is increasing the area 
tor agricultural purposes eaun year.
11SI. Are the .settlers of a permanent characler? Yes.
Ifsl. They are not holding for pu-poses of speculation or on behalf of others ;—in other words, they are 
not acting as dummies ? X i. Most of them hold their own farms and -have been living here for years. 
14S1. I suppose farms do occasionally change hands ? Yes.
list. AViut is the average price per acre obtained when they do sell? It is according to situation—some
times it is £1. sometimes 3t's.. and some ask more.

• 1181. It w iu'd depend to a certain extent upon the number of years they had held the land and upon the 
amount of improvements made? Yes.
lido. T.he price y >u give wiit be exeki-ivo of the unpaid balance to the Crown ? I have known as much 
as £1 per acre given adjoining the township.
11 <7. J1 JJjwel. J Wnat is the rate of carriage from your township to Molong? About Is. a cwt.—£1 
per ton.
11SS. WIi it is the size of tbc holdings, generally, in this district ? They are of all sizes—from 80 to some 
thousands of acres.
1 ISO. VVhio holds the thousands of acres? AYell, Mr. Cockram, who combines agriculture and grazing. 
Then there is Mr Ch -ries Mill r.
] 100. On whi li side of the line arc these properties situated? Some on the south and some on the north. 
1101. lint at what distance from Molong ? C'ockram’s is about 18 miles and Miller’s about 15 miles. 
1402. Tnese are the on'y large holdings <m the whole line from Molong to Parkes? No, there is the 

■ Drymedura station ; there are some thousands of acres of freehold there. Then Mr. Gosper, living some
7 miles from here, has a good large holding of from 1,200 to 1,500 acres.
]4J:i. Are these areas to which you refer leasehold areas from the Crown, or freehold properties? Most 
of those 1 am speaking of are selections, with the exception of Brymedura station.
1104. An there no Crown lauds through which the line would pass or which would be served by it? On 
the Brymedura .'station, I believe, there is a large quantity of land in the leasehold area.
1495. AVuieh as you arc aware will be thrown open for selection in a few months ? Yes.
1 tOO. .AVM1 it be taken up ? I am sure of it. I know a number of people who are now ready to have a 
try for it.
1197. Are they Anw./n/fi men likely to cultivate the soil? Yes.
1-191. You think this line would be the means of increasing traffic on the railway, and therefore con
tributing to its revenue ? Decidedly.
1499. Are all the holdings you know of, of a permanent character ? Yes.
1500. They are not likely to revert to pastoral purposes ? Not that I am aware of. We cannot tell what 
the future may bring forth, but I do not think so.
15')!. They hive every appearance of remaining permanent holdings ? Yes.
15 )2. Do you know the character of the soil ? As far as I have seen it is chiefly red loam.
1503-1. Is it suitable for vineyards and orchards ? Yes. I can prove that myself from my own garden. 
It has occurred to me that in speaking just now of Cockram’s selection, I should have told you that he 
has a leasehold attached to his holding. Cockram’s sons are, I believe, working it.

40 PAKLIAMliXTAEV STANDIXG COJIJIITTEE OX PUBLIC 11011118.

Mr.
C. A. Miller.

25 Feb., 1890.

Air. Charles Augustus Miller, farmer and grazier, sworn and examined :—■
1505. Ch/tirmm.] AYhat is your occupation ? I am a farmer and grazier residing at Manildra.
1500. Are you an old resident ? Yes, I have been here for 18 years.
1507. 2/r. Vox.] What is the extent of your holding ? 4,000 acres, partly purchased land and partly 
leasehold. "
150s. Do you cultivate largely ? AYe have done in the past, but not for the last few years.
1509. AYhat is the extent of your cultivation ? AYe have none in this year at all.
1510. AYhat do you graze? fvheep, and some cattle.
1511. Av7hy did you cease cultivating your land 7 AYe found that it paid better to grow wool and cattle
than wheat. •
15i 2. Do you not think it is desirable to combine the two things ? If a man has grown up sons, or if 
labour wore cheaper it might pay, but if a man has to employ labour I do not think it is cheaper—that is 
my experience. .
1513. You think that only those farmers who can employ their own labour can make a profit out of wheat ? 
That is so, until labour gets cheaper.
151 t. Do you know that there are some farmers in this district cultivating 300 and 400 acres ? Yes. 
1515. Do they not find it profitable ? I could not say, I do not think they do.
151G. Do you not think it could be made profitable by the employment of machinery ? It is possible. J 
should prefer, at the present price of wool, to graze sheep.
1517. Do you think railway communication would tend to make wheat-growing more profitable ? I 
think it would.
1518. AAre have had it in evidence that it costs £1 a ton to take wheat from here to Molong—is that the 
ease ? It costs Is. a bag.
1519. That would be only 10s. a ton ? Yes, but if you get goods out you have to pay Is. a cwt.
1520. AYhen you were engaged in agriculture did you keep a correct return of your outgoings and 
incomings ? Yes. For the first few years when we first came up here prices were much better, but since 
wheat has gone down to 2s. Gd. per bushel we find that it does not pay, and we have therefore ceased 
cultivating it.
1521. Is that price all you get by delivering wheat in Molong? Yes ; and then we have to run the risk
of seasons. 1522.
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1522. The previous two years were calamitous to the farmers ? Yes: Mr. .
1523. So that the loss or one year is the gain of another ? Yes. We do not think there is much in it. ^ M^er-
1524. Do you know the Cudal country ? I know a good part of it, from Borenore to Toogong, and from o/t^T^Tonn
Eugowra into Eorbes. zoaeo., louo.
1525. You know the country between Orange and Cudal ? Yes. Some of it is very good country, and 
some or it is very mountainous.
1526. Hilly and rocky ? Yes—unfit for cultivation.

How many persons are engaged in agriculture in the Cudal district proper and in the Manildra 
district. It depends upon where you draw the line of the Manildra district. The Cudal people claim 
right up to us.
1528. How far is Cudal from Manildra ? Eight miles by road.
1529. In the estimates made of the produce from these two districts, where is the line drawn between 
the two ? At the Parkes-road.
1530. So that the Cudal people claim up to the Parkes Hoad ? Yes ; all the way.
lo31. Did you hear the evidence given just now by Mr. Steuart. It is proposed by him to make 
Ar •'i j1*"1011’ earr7inS Ike line 3 miles east of the present linewould that benefit or damage the 
Manildra people to any extent ? It would not damage them—it would make the distance no greater. It 
would be all the same to, the people here. •
1532. Is the place where we are now sitting the centre of the Manildra district ? Yes.
1533. Is there much cultivation from this place inward towards Parkes ? There is a good bit. You do not 
see it on the road, but there is a good bit off the road.
1534. How. far does this good arable land extend towards Parkes? It is good land for 8 miles ; theu 
there is a ridge to the left of it, but there is a large tract of good land at Beedy Creek and Mowra.
1535. That is towards Toogong ? Yes.
1536. How do these people living 8 miles beyond fare with regard to their agricultural produce ? I think *
they bring it into Molong.
1537. Does that make much difference in the expense ? It nearly doubles it. It is a bad road also.
1538. They have great difficulties to contend with in getting their produce to market ? Yes.
lo39. If the line were constructed from Borenore to Cudal, and thence to Eugowra, would it serve those 
people we are now speaking of ? I could not say—I do not know where the line goes. There is rough 
country between* these places and Mandagerv and Toogono',
1540. Is there a range ? Yes. " °
1541. How far wmuld this proposed line run from your property ? About 1 mile.

Ike present staked line ? Yes. My property is on the north of the proposed staked line.
1543. The deviation would be still further away ? Ho, because it goes into the old staked line.

Christian Miller, Esip, J.P., sworn and examined :—
1544. Chairman.'] You are a Justice of the Peace ? Yes.
1545. What is your occupation ? I am a farmer and general dealer residing at Manildra. I shall have 
been here for about eighteen years next September.
1546. Mr. Bowel.] Do you know the permanently-staked line from Molong to Eorbes ? Yes.
1547. Do you know what is termed the rival route via Cudal and Eugowra ? I know a portion of it.
1548. You have a considerable knowledge of the whole district? I think more than anyone else in the
district. J

0.
Miller, Eaq.. 

J.P.

25 Feb., 1890.

1549. Which route do you think should be constructed in the public interest ? Of course this line 
answers my purpose, but if I were living at Bourke or GJ-oulburn I should say it is the line which ought to 
be constructed in the public interest. It is the proper road to Parkes.
1550. From your knowledge of _ the various people settled on the land, which line do you think would 
serve the larger number ? We live on the Dividing Itange, as it were, and we have an influx from both 
sides of the range. The district proper is really hidden from the public road. The high ground, I take it, 
would make a line cheap in construction, and wTe should have feeders on each side for some considerable 
distance.
1501. Which route would serve the greater number of persons? I have no hesitation in saying that 
the proposed line would do so, because it strikes the centre as it were.
1502. What centres of population will it serve betw'een Molong and Parkes ? Garra, Burrawong, 
Gregra^ Meranburn, Coate’s Creek, Bindogandri, and thence to Parkes, besides Dilga and those places 
lying 15 and 17 miles to the north. Gumble is also to the north.
1553. These persons could not be served by railway in any other way? Ho. Wellington is much further 
than this place would be.
1554. Taking a circumference of 9 or 10 miles, the persons resident in the localities you have named would 
use the railway ? Yes. It would also serve Bulderodgery.
1555. Do the places to which you refer contain a large population ? Yes. I have witnessed the growth 
of all these places ; I am one of the pioneers of the district. Taking into consideration the few years the 
place has been settled, I think the population is a large one. If railway facilities were offered to the 
place, I think it would progress in five years as much as it has progressed in the past eighteen.
1556. Is nearly all the land in these districts occupied ? Yes. I think this district contains the most
bona-fide settlers you could find. .
1557. Hot only is there a large population in the places to which you have referred, but the intervening 
country is occupied by bona-fide settlers ? Yes; even the Brymedura Station is all conditionally purchased.
1558. I suppose they have done a bit of dummying there ? It is possible. I think it is all purchased. I 
heard the previous manager say they had given up the leasehold.
1559. As regards the character of the country, I suppose you had some considerable experience in such 
matters previous to coming here ? Yes ; since 1857, at Bathurst.
Io60. Would you call this country good, bad, or indifferent ? I think it is a good average country, taking 
the climate combined with the soil. It will compare favourably with any other district.
1561. What do the farmers produce? Wheat, oats, maize, and fruit. We can succeed with potatoes 
early and late in fact, this year I am going to prove that we can grow three crops instead of two.

31 0)—E 1562.
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1562. If this line Were constructed, would there he any traffic in stock upon it? Tes. I have trucked,
myself from Molong 2,000. There would also be traffic in store stock. _ ...
1563. Will the railway increase that description of traffic ? I do not know that it would diminish. As
we are still so close to the metropolis, I think agriculture will out-do stock. _
1564. But when there were greater facilities for sending stock to market, would they not be availed
of? Tes. . , . .
1565. Tou know there is a large quantity of wool grown in the Parkes district;—would it come upon this 
railway ? A great deal of the wool all along would. I am told that 'this year, and I know it for a fact, 
that wool has gone to Narromine, Borenore, and Cowra, on account of the bad state of a short piece of 
road here. The whole of that wool would have gone to Molong via Parkes, had there been a railway.
1566. The freight would have represented a considerable amount ? Tes. There would be a lot of wool 
that now goes to Borenore via Forbes.
1567. Do you know anything of the land between Parkes and Condobolin ? Wot to any great extent. I 
know the Bogan and Forbes and Tonng very well. I have been down the Lachlan as far as Hillston. 
156S. A large quantity of legitimate traffic would be brought to the Parkes station ? Tes.
1569. Tou know the country between Parkes and Peak Hill ? Tes.
1570. Is there considerable settlement in that country ? Tes, and the right sort of settlement—farmers
combining grazing with agriculture. ... .
1571. A large number of people are permanently settled in that direction ? Tes, with fair-sized holdings, 
that is, holdings up to 20,000 acres. I have always contended that these men are the best colonists, and 
they supply the fattest and best stock for market.
1572. Knowing the country so well, do you think the Peak Hill traffic can be legitimately brought to 
Parkes ? It can go nowhere else.
1573. Do you know anything of Peak Hill itself? Not as a mining township, but I have travelled 
through it with stock. A person travelling with stock sees as much of the land as anyone can, and being 
a farmer and grazier, I have taken notice of it.
1574. During the last few years you have come in contact with persons with whom, no doubt, you have 
conversed about this line ? Tes.
1575. What is the general opinion expressed ? That this is the best line.
1576. Tou yourself are of that opinion? Tes, _
1577. Tou think that all interests will behest served by its construction? Tes, and I should say so if I 
were an inhabitant of Queensland.
1578. Do you know what it is estimated to cost ? I think about £6,000 a mile. _ _
1579. Do you think the country is justified in incurring that expenditure, in face of the Commissioners’ 
report that there will be a loss of £15,000 per annum? I should think that is over-stated from what I 
know of the country. There are no bridges or creeks to speak of, and I do not think the line will cost so 
big a sum per mile.
1580. Do you think the revenue for the line will exceed £11,000 per annum ? When a line has feeders 
on both sides for many miles it seems to me it must pay. The persons to whom I refer have to avail 
themselves of the railway. The Parkes end is a very good end, and taking all things into consideration I 
do not see how the line can help paying.
1581. But you must consider also that the line includes the Forbes end as well;—I suppose there will be 
some considerable traffic from Forbes? Tes; Ido not think the Commissioners’ estimate is any too
high- - „ . .1582. What does the passenger traffic.on this line represent P I am a contractor for conveying the mails 
this year from Molong to Parkes—that is, I am one of two. I bought in, and 8f ter the tender was accepted 
two coaches ran here daily, and I have often seen them full of passengers. Mr. Nathan gave us £300 to 
have nothing to do with the contract; I believe if we had asked £600 we could have got it.
1583. In your estimation, then, the passenger traffic would be a considerable item ? Tes.
1584. Can you say anything about the merchandise traffic ? That has also been heavy.
1585. There are a large number of waggons and teams going to and from Parkes ? Tes.
1586. In addition to the traffic you know of, would not a large amount of wool traffic bo brought to Parkes 
which does not go there now ? Tes.
1587. Do you think the live stock traffic will represent £800 in twelve months ? A lot more to the good, 
I think. It would represent the Bogan and places north from here. There would he more traffic from 
Parkes alone than there is from Molong at present.
1588. Then you think the Commissioners’ estimate for Molong should be increased ? Tes.
1589. Knowing the district as you do, you think that although the line may not at present pay interest on 
capital and working expenses it would nevertheless do so ultimately ? I am confident it will surpass all 
expectations.
1590. Tou think that in a short time it will pay ? Tes. " _
1591. Now with regard to the price of the land? I have myself given within a short distance of this 
place £4 10s. per acre for 100 acres of conditionally-purchased land; the balance to pay would make it 
£5 5s., I have been offered £2 in cash per acre for 1,000 acres. If I offered to sell 1 think I could get 
£3. I know a man who paid £2 5s. for a good-sized holding ten years ago.
1592. Chairman.~] Is land more valuable now than it Das ten years ago ? Tes ; it is increasing in value. 
When we get a hard year there is a bit of a check, but this year will give land values a great impetus.
1593. Did the tender you put in for conveying the mails allow you to carry the mails with a one-horse 
vehicle if you chose ? Tes ; but there have never been less than four horses running.
1594. Although you could carry the mail itself with a one-horse vehicle, the passengers necessitated a 
four-horse coach ? The mail could not he run with one horse. It is always carried by four horses. 
Even fifteen or sixteen years ago the carriage from here to Molong was £1 per tom; we pay Is. a cwt. for 
Hour.
1595. Mr. Dowel.~] The land has increased considerably in value since you first came to the district ? Tes.
1596. Tou think it would be still further increased by "the construction of the railway ? I think it would 
more than double itself in value.
1597. Then suppose the line did not pay, w^ould the settlors be prepared to give an additional rate for the 
mere convenience and advantage derived from the railway ? If the farmers had to pay on the freight

per



MINUTES OF ETIDENCE—BAILWAY FBOM MOLONO TO PABBES AND FOBBES. 43

Mr. W. 
Williams.

25 Feb., 1890.

per train the rate they pay the carriers now, the Government would be paid handsomely, and would have M C. 
a large profit. The farmers would still produce as they have done heretofore. 1 jr,p s<b’
1598. Mr. Cox.~\ Taking into consideration the "Western line and the Cowra line, how would you best
serve all the people in between the Molong and the Cudal line ? I think the Molong extension would 25 Feb., 1890. 
serve the greater number. '

Mr. William Williams, farmer, sworn and examined : —
1599. Chairman.'] What are you ? I am a farmer and publican, residing at Meranburn. ’ I have resided 
there for seventeen years.
1600. Have you a good knowledge of the country ? A fair knowledge.
1601. Do you know the proposed route of this line P Tes. '
1602. .You know where it is staked ? Tes.
1603. Do you know anything about the proposed line from Borenore to Forbes ? Tes. .
1604. Which line should you think would serve the greater number of people ? I think the line to 
Parkes and Forbes, from Molong.
1605. Do you know thkt by going via Molong to Parkes and Forbes people would have to travel 17 miles 
further to get to Sydney than if the line Tvere taken the other way ? I did not know that. I always 
understood that the line ran down Flagstone Creek, within 2 miles from Parkes, and direct to Forbes.
1606. But going to Orange from Parkes and Forbes you would have three sides of a square? Tes.
1607. Taking that into consideration, do you think the Molong to Parkes line would be the best line to 
construct in the interests of the general public ? I do.
1608. Do you ihink Parkes is as important a centre of population as Forbes ? Tes.
1609. Is there as large a population at Parkes as at Forbes ? That I cannot say. I know a good deal of 
the country on the right and left of Parkes.
1610. Do you think Parkes has a greater outlet round it than Forbes ? I think it is a better agricultural 
country than Forbes.
1611. Do you know Cudal? Tes.
1612. What is its population ? That I do not know.
1613. Do you know there are more people living there than there are about here ? I believe there are.
1614. Do you think this railway would serve the people of Cudal, if constructed F I believe it would.
1615. And the people of Toogong ? Tes. The Flagstone Creek route would not be a great distance 
from Toogong. It is a bit of rough country, but still I think the road could be macadamized through 
there right enough.
1616. Do you know whether the country between Cudal and Toogong is better for agricultural purposes 
than the country about Manildra ? No. I think the country at Manildra and Gregra is about as good 
as any I have seen in my travels.
1617. Is the population about here increasing or decreasing ? Increasing, I believe.
1618. That is to say, there are more people living here than used to live here ? Tes.
1619. Have you noticed any increase in population in the last year or two ? Tes. Our school seems to
tell us there has been an increase. There are something like sixty in attendance here; there were only about 
fifteen or sixteen some two or three years ago. ■
1620. Is the agricultural industry here paying—are the people satisfied with it—are they living well 
by it? Fairly, I think. I grew 400 bags of wheat this year.
1621. From how much land ? I could not exactly say. I reckon the crop went about 18 bushels to 
the acre.
1622. What did it cost you to put it in ? I disked a good quantity of it in. I do not think it cost me 
over 15s. an acre on the whole.
1623. Will you state the cost of disking and the cost of seed, and so forth? The seed cost me 5s. 3d. a 
bushel, and I put in one bushel to the acre.
1624. What did the disking and putting in cost per acre ? About 2s. an acre. '
1625. Did you reap it or strip it ? I stripped it. . '
1626. What did that cost per acre ? I had my own machine and horse. Perhaps it cost 2s. an acre.
1627. ‘What would be the expense of bagging and carrying it off the ground ? About 5s. an acre.
1628. That makes only about 14s. 3d. per acre ;—would there not be any other expense ? Not that I am 
aware of.
1629. What quantity of land had you under this crop ? I should say approximately about 120 acres, 
but I could not be sure; I know I cut 8 acres, and it turned sixty-nine bags; about 40 acres were cut for hay.

Mr. Daniel Percy MTnnes, assistant storekeeper, sworn and examined:—
1630. Mr. Lee.] What is your occupation ? I assist my father in his store at Meranburn.
1631. What information do you desire to give ? I collected the statistics in this district.
1632. Did you go from farm to farm ? Not in all cases ; I met some on the road.
1633. Tou have not taken your statistics from any official returns ? No.
1634. Are you aware that the residents of Cudal are also collecting statistics ? Tes.
1635. Are any of the names in the list you produce contained in the Cudal statistics ? I think so—-some 
halfway between. I collected the statistics 5 miles on each side of the proposed line.
1636. Where did you start ? At Mandagery Creek, past the bridge. I went as far as Coate’s Creek, and 
I collected them 5 miles on each side of the permanently-staked line. Mr. Stuart had not started with 
his deviation when I took these statistics.
1637. When did you take them ? In October. ■
1638. Tou think some .of these names will be found in the Cudal list ? About three or four, I think.
1639. Have you any reason to believe that any of these figures are incorrect? No.
1640. Were they given to you willingly? Tes.
1641. Were the people aware for what purpose you required them ? Tes.
1642. I see you give the number of holdings as 72, the number in families as 433; the acres in holdings, 
37,055; the acres under cultivation, 4,120; sheep, 23,119; cattle, 749; horses, 512; pigs, 227—they 
are correct? Tes ; I ought to add that Mr. Ashcroft would not give me his statistics, as he had -given 
them to the Cudal collector, but he was nearer Manildra than the former places.
1643. I see your schools are Manildra, Fair Hill, Meranburn, and Gosper’s Downs ? Yes.

Mr. D. P. 
MTnnea.

25 Feb., 1890.

Mr.
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Mr. Richard James Gosper, farmer and grazier, sworn and examined :—
Mr. B. J. 1644. Ohairman.'] What are you ? I am a farmer and grazier, residing at Meranburn.
^08Pcr; 1645. Mr. Cox.'] What is the size of your holding ? < It is a little over 2,400 acres. I have 150 acres

'II , TT' under wheat and oats this year, and about 40 acres under corn; altogether I have about 200 acres 
under cultivation.
1646. How much wheat per acre do you get ? I have only threshed this year a small part of my crop as yet; 
I expect to get about five hags per acre.
1647. Do you think it will go 20 bushels to the acre ? Yes ; it is not a large crop ; it is not a general crop.
1648. I suppose a good crop of oats would more than double it ? Yes.
1649. What else do you do with your land—do you keep sheep on it ? Yes—sheep and cattle.

■ 1650. Which do you find most profitable—cultivating the land or keeping sheep ? Having regard to the 
difficulties of getting to market, I think grazing is the most profitable occupation.
1651. If you had a railway immediately to your door, I suppose agriculture would be more profitable ? 
Yes.
1652. You would make more per acre ? Yes.
1653. Do you take into consideration the risk you run occasionally of losing the crop altogether ? We 
have a suitable soil for all seasons. We have a soil which, if properly cultivated, would scarcely ever give 
us a failure in a crop. A failure would be a very great exception.
1654. What do you think you can clear per acre by cultivating it ? It is just according to the seasons.
1655. But taking this year, something over £1 per acre, I suppose ? I reckon we will clear 30s. an acre 
this year from arable land.
1656. Do you know the Cudal country ? Hot a great deal of it. __
1657. Do you think agriculture would increase if you had railway communication? Yes, greatly.
1658. There is ample land suitable for the plough if people could get to market with their crops ? Yes ; 
the area under cultivation would be more than quadrupled.
1659. Are there good timber forests in this neighbourhood? Yes ; as good timber as you will find in any 
part of the colony.
1660. Have you had much to do with splitting or sawing ? I have a saw-mill. I have been working 
timber nearly all my life.
1661. Have you a steam saw-mill ? Yes.
1662. How much do you turn out a year? If we keep going regularly we cut from 890 to 1,000 feet a
day. _
1663. Have you a market for it at Parkes ? The market generally goes eastward. We send timber to 
Orange, Molong, Cudal, and Blayney. It is principally ironbark and pine.
1664. Is the ironbark sound timber ? Yes.
1665. Is it not pipey, or hollow ? Ho.
1666. Is it a fact that in cutting the road across the Dungeon nearly all the timber that was cut there
was found to be worthless ? I believe not. I never got any in the ranges, but I have been close to them. 
You can see some timber at my mill which has been grown just this side of Bumberry, and judge for 
yourselves. '
1667. If the timber was pipey on the top of the range there would be plenty under the range sound ? 
There is plenty of country with good profitable sound timber.
1668. Is there enough timber to last there for many years to come ? Por a generation.
1669. There will be no difficulty in getting ironbark sleepers to run from here down to Menindie? Hot 
the slightest.
1670. Chairman.] If the railway were here, would it not create an industry in this timber business ? I 
am sure it would.
1671. You would do a larger trade if you had facilities for taking your timber to market ? Yes.
1672. Mr. Bowel.] What do you pay for carting timber to Molong ? 3s. per 100 feet.
1673. Is this timber on a reserve ? Some part of it. There is a good deal of pine country under 
reserve. Some timber has gone from here for Blayney this morning—girders for bridges, &c.—that can
not be got in other places.
1674. What lengths are they ? 30 odd feet, about 1 foot square—12 x 12 and 14 x 14.
1675. You can get lengths of that timber up to 30 feet? Yes.
1676. Ho longer? Oh, yes, you can get longer. We have got them 30 feet odd.
1677. Do you know that some qf the timber bridges in this colony take girder lengths of 30 feet? Yes.
1678. But you think the whole of the timber for bridges and sleepers can be got at a reasonable distance 
from the proposed line ? Anything required for this line can be got upon it. .
1679. And a large quantity of timber 12 x 12 and 14 x 14 can he obtained to send away ? Yes.

Mr. William Heper Cockram, grazier, sworn and examined
’ Mr. W. H. 1680. ChairmanWhat are you ? I am a grazier and agriculturalist. Ihavebeenherefor nineteen years. 

Cockram. 1681. Mr. Lee.] Where do you live ? At Mackay’s Creek, which is about 4 miles from here and 17 miles 
—A——, from Molong.

25 Feb., 1890.1682. How long have you been growing wheat there ? About sixteen years.
1683. What have you done with it ? I have sent it to Molong by teams.

. 1684. Has it paid you to do that? It pays, but not a great deal. By putting in a great quantity we
make a little out of it.
1685. Do you know the route of the proposed line ? I believe I know the principal parts of it.
1686. How far is it from your place ? It is only about a mile from my land. .
1687. Would the line, as surveyed at present, benefit you and others in your immediate locality ? Yes.
1688. Would it benefit the greater number of people residing in this locality ? I believe it would.
1689. How would it serve the residents of Cudal ? It would be about 7 miles to the nearest point on the 
line.
1690. But how would it serve them ? I should think fairly well.
1691. If .you are able to cart your grain 17 miles to Molong, would not the Cudal people bo able to cart
their grain 7 miles to the railway-station ? I should think they ought to. 1692.
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1602. On the other hand, supposing it were decided to construct the line via Borenore, the same remark Mr- W. H. 
would apply with equal force to you and your neighhours—if the Cudal people can cart theirs 7 miles, Cockram. 
you could cart yours to Cudal ? Tes, that is true, but I think the Parkes line would benefit the colony 
generally. 25 Feb., 1890.
1693. Why ? Well, as regards settlement, 1 have travelled the Parkes country with a threshing machine, 
and I have also threshed in the Porbes district.
1694. What distance can a farmer advantageously carry his wheat to market ? If the roads are good he 
can cart a middliog distance, but if the roads are bad he cannot make anything out of it.
1695. Are the roads always passable in your neighbourhood ? No.
1696. Are there any macadamised roads other than the main roads ? There is very little macadam on 
the road between here and Toogong.
1697. It matters not which route may be determined upon, it will be absolutely necessary for the farmers 
to cart their grain to various railway stations from various points ? Tes.
1698. And, consequently, these roads will have to be kept open and made? Tes.
1699. It is, then, only a question as to which is the best route to adopt to serve the greater number of 
settlers ? Tes.
1700. Tou will admit, I presume, that it is impossible for the country to take railways to every farmer’s 
door ? Of course.
1701. Do you know the Cudal country ? Tes. .
1702. Do you know ihe number of settlers in the locality? I believe most are on the other side of 
Cudal—in the Barragin country.
1703. Do you know whether there is any large amount of land available for settlement there ? No.
1704. Is there any large extent of land available for selection between Molong and Parkes ? There is a 
good bit fit for selection. It is not available at present, but it will be thrown open directly, I presume.
1705. Tou are aware that the object of constructing a railway into the valley of the Lachlan is not to 
serve only the Molong and Parkes people, but also the Porbes people and the people west of them ? Tes.
1706. Tou will admit that residents of Porbes and to the west of Porbes, about Condobolin, should be 
put on the same footing as other residents ? Tes.
1707. Having that in view, which route do you think would be the best in the interests of the country ?
This one, I maintain. . .
1708. Why? On account of the population—the farms at present existing; the farming population 
about Parkes is increasing very fast.
1709. What has been the progress of Molong during the past five years? Agriculture has increased, and 
stock also has increased.
1710. Do you wish the Committee to understand that, in your opinion, the construction of the line will 
induce settlement—that it will cause people to take up more land ? Tes.
1711. To increase the size of their cultivation areas and to purchase more stock ? Tes.
1712. Tou think that ought to be the outcome of railway construction ? Tes.
1713. Has it had that effect upon the lines already opened ? I believe it has.
1714. Do you know the country between Orange and Molong ? I do.
1715. Has railway construction had the effect you name there ? It has had the effect of increasing the
value of the land. -
1716. But has it increased the area under cultivation and the number of stock ? That I cannot say. I 
was not acquainted with the line before it was surveyed.
1717. Then, in the absence of any previous knowledge of the kind, what makes you think that the con
struction of this railway would have the effect you name ? Look at the land on the other side of Orange, 
at Spring Grove. There is a vast difference between the population there now and the population that 
was there before the construction of the line. •
1718. Are there any outside influences there to induce rapid settlement ? There was mining there in the 
first instance, but there has been mining there for many years.
1719. So far as the farmers in your locality are concerned, it would not trouble them much which way 
the line went, so that it went close to them ? I do not think it would ; it is only a matter of a small 
distance.
1720. But the object of our investigation is to ascertain, on behalf of the country, the best route to select 
in order to serve the majority of the settlers ? I maintain that this is the best line.
1721. Would not a line from Condobolin to Porbes,'and thence to Parkes, serve the great majority of the 
population ? I do not know that part of the country.
1722. But can you give any reason as to why the line should go all the way to Parkes—take your magnifi
cent agricultural district;—supposing the railway were extended from Molong to that district, would it 
not answer all purposes ? I do think so.
1723. Tou think the line should go to Parkes ? Tes.
1724. And beyond Parkes ? Tes.
1725. Although you do not know the country ? Tes ; I have been beyond Parkes several times.
1726. Have you any interest there ? No.
1727. Do you think the permanently-staked line which you have heard referred to would serve the 
majority of the farming population between Molong and Meranburn ? I believe it would.
1728. Do you think it fairly suits the convenience of all on either side of the line ? I believe it does ; 
it cuts the population in two.
1729. Tou think it will bring the residents on either side within easy distance of the railway ? Tes.
1730. And that it is likely to be used by them ? Tes.
1731. Mr. Dov;el.~] Are there any industries, besides agriculture, in this district ? Tes. I have a little '
experience in timber.
1732. Do you think that would develop into a large trade? Tes.
1733. Is the quality of the timber good ? Tes. We have sawn a good bit ourselves.
1734. What distance is the timber from the staked line ? It is pretty well on the line.
1735. There would he timber available immediately adjoining the line? Tes.
1736. What is the character of timber in the tract of country to which yourefer ? Ironbark,principally.
1737. Suitable for what ? Por bridge or house building, fencing, or sleepers.

1738.
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Is there any other industry, besides the timber industry, other than those which have been named ? 
is a little dairying, but it is not carried on to any extent.
There are no butter factories ? No ; although a good deal of butter is made among the farmers. 
You are not acquainted with the mineral resources of the district ? No.

46 PABLIAHENTAEY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOBKS.

Mr. Michael O’Donnell, farmer and storekeeper, sworn and examined
Chairman I\ What is your occupation ? I am a farmer and storekeeper.
Where do you reside ? Sometimes here, and sometimes on the farm.
Where is the farm ? Two miles out. •
What is its area ? 236 acres.
Have you all of it under cultivation ? 110 acres.
What crops do you grow ? Wheat and hay, and corn.
Could you give the Committee any idea of the quantity of wheat you take off it ? About 20 bushels 

to the acre.
1748. How many acres have you under wheat ? I could not say.
1749. How much hay do you have per acre ? About 25 or 30 cwt.
1750. Your corn is still in the ground? Yes.
1751. Are you likely to have a good crop ? Some of it is pretty good. -
1752. As a rule, is this climate suitable for the growth of corn? Not every year.
1753. But it is for wheat ? Very suitable.
1754. Is this part of the country as good as any other for growing wheat? It is as fine agricultural 
country as any I have ever been in. I grow grapes, and part of my land is under orchard ; it is well 
adapted for the growth of fruit.
1755. How do the grapes grow ? There is a heavy yield this year.
1756. If this railway were constructed you would do a good business in fruit? We should do fine 
business if we had a railway ; it is what we have been expecting for a number of years.
1757. Do you know where the proposed line is staked ? Yes.
1758. Do you'think that that line will benefit a greater number of persons than any other line which could 
be made in the district? I do not know so much about that, but I consider that the justice which has 
been promised to us should be meted out to us.
1759. Who promised you the line ? We were promised it when Sir Henry Parkes was in power before. 
We have been looking to the rising sun for this railway for fourteen years.
1760. Have the Porbes people been promised a railway ? Yes, by this route.
1761. Have the Cudal people been promised a line, do you know? I do not think so, except when Sir 
Henry Parkes was out of power.
1762. When did Sir Henry make his promise about this railway? He made it when he was first in 
power—before he went home to England.
1763. Did the House agree to the construction of any one of these railways, do you know ? To the best 
of my belief, the money was put upon the Estimates and borrowed.
1764. Do you know much of the country about here ? Yes.
1765. Is there Crown land? None, except at Brymedura.
1766. Do you know the country from here to Bumberry? Part of the way.
1767. Do you know whetherthere is any Crown land to the north of the line before you get to Bumberry? 
I do not.
1768. Do you know whether there are any farms there ? There are farms all along the road. There is 
some beautiful country a little back from the road.
1769. Do you mean that the farmers are on each side of the macadamised road, or that they are on each 
side of the railway line ? On each side of the road.
1770. Where do you send your wheat to ? Molong.
1771. How do you get it there ? With my own teams.
1772. Do you grow much fruit ? Yes.
1773. Do you send any fruit to market ? I sell it about the neighbourhood. i
1774. You do not send it to Molong? No ; I think Molong is glutted with fruit.
1775. Would it pay to send it to Sydney ? If the railway were here. ■
1776. Do you know anything about the timber industry here ? As far as my experience goes, very good 
sawing timber can be got about Gosper’s mill.
1777. Mr. Dowel.] Did you hear Sir Henry Parkes make the promise of which you speak for the con
struction of this railway line ? It was reported, when he was first in power, that we were promised this 
route.
1778. Did Sir Henry come here ? He was in this very hall.
1779. He did not promise the railway then ? No; it was promised years before. I may say that the 
grapes and pumpkin I exhibit were grown upon my land.

Mr. Jeremiah O’Brien, sawyer, sworn and examined:—
Chairman.] What is your occupation ? I am a sawyer. '
Where do you reside ? At Meranburn.
You-are with Mr. Gosper at the saw-mill? Yes.
You are a practical sawyer ? I am a blacksmith by trade, but I have been sawing this last six years. 
Yours is a steam saw-mill ? Yes.
Where do you get the principal part of your timber? About 5 miles from the mill, towards 

Bumberry.
1786. Is there an unlimited supply of timber there ? I think so.
1787. What is the quality of the timber ? Good.
1788. What kind of timber-is it ? Ironbark, stringybark, red box, red gum, and pine. •
1789. Mr. Dowel.] - Do you get good large logs ? Yes, as a rule.
1790. Is the timber very pipey ? No, it is not. I have some I can show you in the morning at the mill. 
It is-perfectly sound, and it is 22 feet long.
1791. It is good solid timber, as a rule ? Yes.
1792. Have you a good market for this timber ? Yes,

Mr. 1780. 
J. O’Brien. 1781 
/ ■—K—-1700 

25 Feb., 1890.
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Mr. W. H. 
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1793. Where do you generally send it ? To Molong and Cudal. We have eveu sent some to Gunning- 
bland, 12 miles on the other side of Parkes. We had an order from Eurambia, from Mr. Ormsby, to saw 
about 3,000 feet. We had to reject the order; we could not cut it, we were so pressed with orders.
1794. Is there any other mill in this district? No.
1795. What ao you attribute the rush of trade to just now ? I put a great deal down to speculation, 
on account of the railway.
1796. Do you ever send any of this timber towards Sydney? To Orange; we have just delivered 9,000
feet to Orange. When the Post and Telegraph Office was built at Cudal the contractor wras getting timber 
from Eugowra. I supplied him with timber for the Molong goods shed. I supplied him with four pieces 
30 feet long. •
1797. Is this timber fit for railway-sleepers ? There would be an unlimited supply of them.
1798. What could you cut them for ? I could not say without railway communication. There would be 
no difficulty in supplying the sleepers; if the railway were here we could get an unlimited supply.
1799. Have you been in this timber country yourself ? Tes. •
1800. What area does it cover ? As far as I have been over it, it covers 14 miles each side of the 
proposed railway.
1801. What distance the other way ? Tou can go from 4 miles above our mill to below the Dungeon and 
get ironbark all the way.
1802. Do you think you could square by axe sticks 40 or 50 feet long, 12 x 12 ? Tes. I had it brought 
into the mill the other day 36 feet long, and there was not the sign of a pipe in it.
1803. Could you not get it larger and longer than that ? No doubt, if we went out and looked for it. I 
have seen logs 36 feet long which I could have squared 14 x 14.

Mr.
J. O’Brien..

25 Feb., 1890.

WEDNESDAY, 26 FEBIiJJAUY, 1890.

[The Sectional Committee met at Eackham's Hotel, Bumberry, at 11'30 a.mi]

JAMES EBENEZER TONKIN, Esq. (Chaieman).
, The Hon. Geoege Heney Cox. | William Speingthoepe Dowel, Esq.

Chaeles Alfeed Lee, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Molong to Parkes and Eorbes.

Mr. Henry Packham, farmer and innkeeper, sworn and examined:—
1801. Chairman!] What is your occupation? I am a farmer and innkeeper; I am also postmaster. Mr.
1805. How long have you been in this district? About sixteen years. H. Packham.
1806. Have you seen much increase in the population during the last two years ? Oh, yes. Whenlfirst '—n
came here there were only one or two persons here. 2GFeb., 1890.
1807. There has been a recent increase ? Tes.
1808. What description of population have you ? Earmers, principally; some are graziers, and some are 
farmers only.
180.9. Has any land been taken up lately for farming purposes ? Not a great while ago a good bit was 
taken up. Many inquiries for land have been made, I believe, within the last twelve months. A selection 
was taken up not many weeks ago-down on the creek here in the Bumberry parish.
1810. Has more land been put under cultivation lately than was under cultivation a few years ago ? A 
great deal.
1811. Could you give the Committee an idea of the number of acres under cultivation within a few miles
of you? I think some 1,500 acres. It has been cleared for cultivation, at all events. _
1812. What is the general size of the holdings ? I hold 200 odd acres. Some hold 400 and 500, and 
some as much as 600 and 700.
1813. What is the average? About 500 acres, independently of the conditional leases.
1814. Is there a large leasehold area in this neighbourhood? We are in the very heart of it.
1815. If it were thrown open for selection, would it be selected ? A good deal of it. -
1816. What run is it on ? East Billabong.
1817. There is a good deal unfit for selection ? Tes.
1818. Do you know that there would be a certain quantity taken up if it were thrown open ? I am 
certain of it.
1819. What crops are grown here? Wheat and hay, principally.
1820. What is the average yield of wheat ? About 20 bushels.
1821. This is a good year ? Tes ; the average this year will go more, although the rust has interfered a
little.
1822. What do you do with your hay ? I sell my hay to Cobb & Co.
1823. What do the other farmers do ? They take it to Parkes and Molong. If we have more wheat than
the Parkes millers will take, we take it to Molong. If we have more than is required at Molong, it goes on 
to Sydney.
1824. I was speaking of hay; but as to your wheat;—what does it cost to send wheat from here to 
Molong ? About 9d. a bushel.
1825. What is the average price of wheat ? The last few years it has averaged about 3s.
1826. Tou are not getting that price now ? Not this year.
1827. Out of the price you name you pay 9d. carriage to Molong ? Tes, and about 6d. to Parkes; but 
going to Molong there is back carriage, and going to Parkes there is none.
1828. Do you think that if you had a line through to Parkes and Molong, more land would be put under 
cultivation ? I do. Not, perhaps, just at this spot, but there are places where you could get hundreds 
and thousands of acres of land fit for cultivation. We are just here in a sort of so-called barren wilder
ness, a part of which has been cleared.
1829. And this is where you grow 20 bushels to the acre. Tes ; and they are running about 30,000 sheep
on this so-called barren wilderness. 1830.



702
IS 3?ABtIAiIElfTAEl* STAlffllHO- COlIitETl'EE 02T PUBLIC ITOlUiS.

pM{'- 1830. Are not the wheat paddocks you speak of right up to the road? Tes ; hut down the road further
H. Packham. on y0U cannot see them. In some places you can see the stacks going along, hut you cannot see the land. 
26 Feb 1890 Henry Parkes was here a great crowd assembled. He said, “ I see a great crowd here ; where

e ■’ u' do they all live ?” I could not show him the houses. I could only point in the directions in which they 
lay. A lot of land lies back over one of the ridges. You cannot see it from the road, but it is 
magnificent land for cultivation.
1831. "What class of timber is there ? All sorts.
1832. Any ironbark ? Plenty.
1833. Grood ironbark ? Hot first-class. It is getting a,n old place now, and the first-class timber is getting 
taken out, but there is plenty yet.
1834. How far is it from here where the good ironbark is ? There is ironbark all along the road, almost 
from Manildra to Parkes.
1835. How far off the road on either side does the ironbark extend? At some places the road goes 
through it; at others it does not.
1836. But how many miles into the bush would you go before you got through the ironbark belt going 
cross-ways? At some places 4 or 5 miles ; at other places 2 or 3 miles.
1837. You have not had anything to do with cutting this timber yourself? Yes; I got it for all the 
culverts along the road.
1838. Is it full of pipes ? Some of it is pipey. As a rule the best timber has a small pipe in it, although 
the Q-overnment will not have it in their works.
1839. Can you get it without the pipe ? It is very hard to get.
1840. Is there any other timber about here? Yellow box, white box, stringybark and red gum.
1841. Any pine ? Yes ; black pine here, and further on white pine.
1842. Is it good timber ? Por building purposes.
1843. What about the box ? That is also good timber for building.

■ 1844. Is it sound timber ? Some of it is and some of it is not. You will find the same kind of thing in 
all timber.
1845. Is there any industry here besides the farming and pastoral industries ? .N<5t at present.
1840. You have no saw-mills here ? No, there is nothing of that sort.
1847. How long have you been keeping an hotel ? Por about teir years. ,
1848. During that time, have you noticed any increase in the traffic ? There has been an increase for the 
last two years.
1849. A perceptible increase ? It is not a large increase, but the traffic is gradually increasing.
1850. More passengers and more goods traffic? Yes. If that had not been the case I should not have 
had the house open now. I have had it open now for two years.
1851. Are we to understand that you closed it at one time.because there was not sufficient business ? Yes.
1852. But you find it pays you now, on account of the increased traffic ? Yes.
1853. Do you think that this railway line will greatly benefit the people here if constructed ? Yes.
1854. Do you think it will be largely patronised? It might not benefit me, but it would benefit the 
public at large.
1855. Do you know the couniry between here and Cudal ? Yes.
1856. Is it good country ? Yes. But when you leave the road between here and Cudal it is not so good.
1857. How far is it from here to Cudal, across ? 22 miles, or thereabouts.
1858. Do you know any of the country here to the north of tho staked line ? I think so ; but there 
are so many lines that I do not know the staked line you are inquiring about.
1859. I mean the line going via Plagstone Creek ; do you know the country north of that lino ? Yes. 
1869. Is it country suitable for agriculture ? Not a great deal. We are in the heart of the worst of it, 
where you are at present.
1861. Does it improve when you leave the Dungeon ? Yes.

, 1862. And also when you go towards Manildra ? Yes. • •

Mr. Alfred Townsend, farmer, sworn and examined
Mr. A. 

Townsend.
, farmer.

but 1 have

1863. Chairman.'] What is your occupation ? I i
1864. Where do you reside ? At Bumberry.
1865. How long have you resided here ? I have been living here now for the last three years,

26 lob., 1890. i}eeil here, on and off, for the last fifteen years.
1866. Mr. Lee.] Are you a free-selector ? No. I am looking after a place for my father.

• 1867. Is he a free-selector ? Yes.
1868. What area does he hold? About 1,700 acres altogether.
1869. That would be conditionally-leased as well as the conditionally-purchased land ? Yes.
1870. Does it come up to the Parkes-road? Yes.
1871. Is that the land we saw as we passed through ? Yes.
1872. To what purposes does your father turn that land ? To agriculture and grazing.
1873. What kind of agriculture? We grow wheat, oats, hay, and corn.
1874. How long has he been cultivating it? Most of it the last twelve years, or more.
1875. Has he had the same land continuously under wheat? Very nearly the same, on and off.
1876. Does he restore the land by adding manure ? No ; we keep sheep on the land.
1877. Do you combine the two things, then ? Yes.
1878. What is the result of your agricultural pursuits ? We have grown 400 bushels of maize off 8 acres 
of land—that is sometime back—we had 50 bushels to the acre.
1879. What is your average wheat crop ? We have gone up as high as 30, but the average, taking one
year with another, would be 18 bushels. ^
18S0. Have you had a total failure of the wheat crop ? No, not with us.
1881. Have the seasons been such that you have been able to cultivate thedand every year ? Yes.
1882. Are you troubled with the rust at any time ? This last year has been the only year.
1883. Did it diminish the yield ? We do not know ; we have not threshed yet, but I should think so.
1884. What do you do with your wheat and maize? We send it to Parkes. We have sent some to
Molong. 1885.



702
MINUTES OF EVIDENCE----BAILWAY FROM MOLONG TO PARKES AND FORBES. 49

1SS5.
188(5.
1887.
1888.
1889. 
up ?
1890.
1891.

But you loot upon Partes as your market? Yes, because it it is the nearest.
How much nearer is it than Molong? Twelve miles nearer, I suppose.
Has the occupation your father has followed for the past twelve years been a profitable one ? Yes. 
Wheat-growing has been profitable to him ? Yes ; it has paid him very well.
I presume that if your father’s occupation had not been a profitable one you would have given it 
Yes.
It is fair to assume that he would not have continued the occupation if it did not pay him ? Yes. 
Am I right in assuming that the occupation has been so profitable that your father is likely to 

continue it ? Yes.
1892. Have the farmers in this part of the district a tendency to increase their area under cultivation ? 
They are increasing it every year.
1893. Is there a tendency to^ decrease the quantity of cultivated land and to put on more stock ? Ho • I
do not think so ; more land is cleared.here every year. J
1894. Do you, of your own knowledge, knowthat wheat and maize growing is a profitable occupation^ -It 
has been with us.
1895. Has it been so with other people ? Yes, I think so ; they manage to live very well.
1896. Can an ordinary farmer—one of the class of men who go selecting,—take up land here, and in the 
process ot time clear and cultivate, and make a comfortable living ? Most of them are doing so.
1897. Do any of them remain on the land for the term of residence and then.sell to the pastoral lessee? 
Odd ones sell out, but as a rule they do not.
1898. Do you know the prices at which land has changed hands ? No ; I could not say.

j Yliat lmmedlate benefits do you anticipate from the construction of the railway P I think we 
should have a better market. I suppose we should cultivate 500 acres if we had a railway here 
1900. That is, it would be worth your while to cultivate that area? Yes.
Inni' ST7 ™uc^ I011 think it worth your while to cultivate now ? We cultivate 200 acres howl
1902. Why do you not cultivate more ? I do not think the market is good enough.
1903. You think the supply would be in excess of the demand ? Yes ; we generally hold our wheat. We
VYD a0U1,000 busll?]s here last ycar> and ™ sold it eventually for 6s. a bushel—it was a dry season
1904. And your gram is transported by team to Parkes or Molong ? Yes.
1905. Do you grow much hay ? Yes. '
1006. What do you do with it ? We generally send it to Parkes—mostly into the western country—where 
less nay is grown. J
1907. Is the soil suitable to the growth of hay ? Yes ; we have grown 3 tons to the acre.
1908. Do you think it costs 9d. per bushel to take your wheat from here to Molong P I should think «o__
very nearly.
1909. The inference is, that if you had better and quicker communication, with lower rates, you and other 
farmers would cultivate larger areas ? Yes ; wo have the land to cultivate, if we had the means of 
communication.
i m 4nd 6Very Pel“y Per busbel you could save on the carriage would be so much profit to you ? Yes.
1911. Have you worked among the timber in the district? 1 have not done any work myself hut I have
seen a lot done. J
1912. Have you been in parts of the country where railways are constructed ? Yes.
1913. Do you know the kind of timber used for sleepers ? Yes.
1914. Do you know the size ? Yes ; but I do not know the exact measurements ; it is about 4x8,1 think. 
i mo r B161 ?• m1uch ^h.63, m thls dlstri(:t suitable for sleepers : Yes, ironbark and red gum.
1916. Is the timber sufficiently large and sound to give any quantity of sleepers ? Yes. I was speaking
forkp31* eman here th<3 0t 161 day’ a Contractor from Cowra> who said that he had come up from there

19 W Have many sleepers been obtained from here ? Hot that I know of as yet; hut most of the timber 
here is very good. J
191+8i; ^ 11 S0UIld p Most of it is sound ; the very large trees might be a little pipey, hut the small trees 
on the flats are pretty sound. x ^ ^
1919. Could you get ironbark sticks here, 40 feet long, squaring from 9 to 12 inches ? It is quite possible 
you might; that 1 could not say. I know they have got sound logs 32 feet long.
1920. Do you know the country at present included in the pastoral leasehold here ? Yes
1921. I mean on the East Billabong run? I think I know it; hut I could not'tell where the dividin°-
line is. °
l^fd here*11616 ^ ^ availablc at the Preseut time for selection ? Yes, there is some Crown

^ “S6 selectlon on fhe increase ? Yes ; some selections have been taken up lately.
1924. Are they new selections, or additional conditional purchases ? The persons who have taken up the 
land are residents m the district. c me
TQ9fl T>re the:i 0ld seleciors ? They are going in for a of land for themselves for the first time.
iqIv WRy°U n°W of the country beyond Parkes ? Yes; I have been down Condoholin way.
1927. Where "were you horn ? I was horn near Molong. ^
1928. You have been in this district most of your time ? Yes.
19 J-0!1 ai;e °ld enough to have noticed whether there has Jieen an increase or decrease in the populationi ooa dlstnet within the last ten or fifteen years ? There has been a large increase lately 9 P 
1930. Does the district appear to he opening up permanently ? Yes.
that' J^rG t^ere many s0-caHed selectors in the district better known as dummies ? I could not say as to

n ooo' tb j settlement about here of a tona-ftde nature ? It has been, as far as I know 
inol' L°'U A3 bn°w °f any selectors who are selling out to a pastoral tenant ? Ho
wheat ? Yes ^ ^ ^ 0116 ^ ^ an°tller 18 bUshels pCT aCr® is a fair averaSe for y°ur

1935. What crop did you reap in 1888 in tho time of that terrible drought. We had only 60 acres in tint 
year, and we reaped 60 hags—we had about 4 bushels to the acre. b . 7 11 ^

Mr. A. 
Townsend.

26 Feb., 1800.

31 (a)—G Mr.



704
50 PAliLIAMENTAET STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS

Mr. James Sharp, farmer, sworn and examined :—
Mr^J^Sharp. ^930^ Chairman.] What is your occupation ? I am a farmer.
26 Feb 1890 Where do you reside ? On Bocky Creek.

■’ ' 1938. How long have you been residing there ? On Bocky Creek 5 years, on Bumberry 19—24
altogether.
1939. 31r. Cox.~\ What occupation have you been following most of that time ? I have been farming and
carrying. *
1940. Do you find farming more profitable than carrying ? It would have been all along if we had a 
market to go to.
1941. Where has your carrying been done—between Parkes and Molong, or further down ? I used to 
carry to Orange, before the railway came to Molong.
1942. How many acres have you under cultivation ? I had only 30 in this last year.
1943. Had you never more than that quantity of acres in ? Never more than 40.
1944. Do you not find it sufficiently profitable to cultivate more largely ? When you have to pay so 
much to take tho grain to market, and when the market price is so low, we do not think it does.
1945. What do you do with the quantity you grow ? It goes to Parkes.
1946. What is the fair average price of wheat at Parkes ? They are offering 2s. 9d. this year; last year 
the price was 6s. and 7s. per bushel.
1947. That would be very profitable ? Yes. If the price were only 5s. it would be profitable enough.
1948. Do you keep any stock ? No.
1949. You give your whole attention to farming and carrying ? Yes, farming, not carrying now.
1950. Do you know anything of tho Borenore and Cudal line of country ? Yes.
1951. Do you think that country, taken as a whole, is equal to or superior to this ? No ; but I do not 
know them both equally well. I have been in the Orange district forty odd years. Taking the country 
down there as a whole, I do not think it is as good as this.
1952. Is it a "well-populated country? Yes. It is not so here just for these few miles, but all the rest of 
this line is thickly populated. When you get down a few miles further you will find it so. There are 
over 100 persons within a few miles of this place.
1953. Which of the two routes do you think would have the greater population ? I think this line, taking 
it all the way through to Molong.
1954. On account of the large population of Parkes ? There is a great population round about Parkes for 
miles and miles.
1955. Do you think the land about Parkes would beat the land about here for the growth of wheat ? I 
do not know that there is much difference between the land here and the land at Parkes. I do not know 
that the land is better at Parkes for the growth of wheat. I do not know that it could be much better 
than it is about here.
1956. In the event of a large population settling at Parkes, would it shut up your land here ? No, I 
do not think so.
1957. You could always compete against Parkes ? Yes.
1958. Have you a better rainfall among these hills than there is at Parkes ? We have more odd showers 
than they have at Parkes—the hills draw them.
1959. That gives yrou an opportunity to grow wheat here when they are parched up in that country ? It 
will grow here when it will not grow anywhere round about. I have seen 18 bushels grown here, when 
out Cudal way the wheat would not grow above 6 inches high—they could not even cut it for hay.
1960. What did you grow in 1888, in the terrible drought ? I cut all mine for hay.

Mr. Charles Townsend, selector, sworn, and examined
C Townsend Chairman.] You are uncle to one of the previous witnesses ? Yes.

^r' Dolce?.] How long have you resided in the district ? Por twenty years, off and on. I have 
26 Feb; 1890 keen ^or sixteen or seventeen years settled down here. I keep a few cattle, and I do some farming.

’’ 1963. You are a selector ? Yes.
1964. What is the extent of your holding ? About 800 acres.
1965. Where did you reside previous to your coming here ? Down at Orange.
1966. You know the whole of tho country in this district ? Yes.
1967. Do you know the route from Molong to Parkes and Porbes suggested for this railway ? Yes.
1968. Does the line pass through good country ? Yes. There is not much difference between the three 
lines between here and Parkes.
1969. What is the character of the country through which they pass here ? Timbered country, well 
cultivated in patches.
1970. Is the land good for agricultural purposes ? There are patches in it.
1971. What occupation did you follow previous to coming here ? I used to be carrying backwards and 

» forwards to Sydney, over the mountains,
1972. Will this country compare favourably with any country you have travelled over ? I think so. In
most seasons when the crop has been very scarce in other places they have generally had a little crop
here.
1973. Generally speaking, you consider this country will compare favourably with any other country you 
knew in the olden time ? Yes.
1974. Can you tell us whether this soil is suited to the growth of vines or orchards ? They do very well 
if you attend to them for twelve months—that is vines.
1975. Have you any experience of vine-growing? Yes. I have grown about a quarter of an acre of 
grapes, but a lot of cattle got in among them, and I have not troubled about them since. They yielded 
very well for the first two or three years they "were in. The grapes round Parkes yield finely.
1976. Have you any special knowledge of timber in the district ? Yes ; I have split a lot, and put up a 
lot of fencing.
1977. What is your opinion of it—is it good or bad? It is good lasting timber—pretty tough; fine 
fencing timber.
1978. What is the character of the pine in this district? There is any amount of it, but it is not very
heavy pine. There are patches of it, but the timber is not very large. 1979.
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1979. Is it good sound pine ? Yes. There is a great scrub of small pine all growing up.
1980. Can you get sticks 15 to 18 inches through ? Yes, in patches.
1981. Have you been in the habit of carrying for this particular part ? Yes, backwards and forwards.
1982. AVhat is the rate of carriage from here to Molong? 2s. 6d. and 3s. per cwt. In the wool season 
2s.; sometimes Is. 6d.
1983. Have you observed much traffic when you have been upon the road ? Yes. There is a quantity of 
stuff coming this way from Molong.
1984. Does the goods traffic appear to be increasing ? Yes ; the inhabitants are also increasing.
1985. Do you know7 the country beyond Parkes? Not far out; but I think I ought to mention that 
there is a good deal of agricultural land at Eeedy Creek, about 3 miles off the road.

Mr,
C. Townsend.

26 Feb., 1890i

Mr. John Schnabel, farmer, sworn and examined :—
1986. Ghairman.~\ What is your occupation ? I am a farmer.
1987. Where do you reside? At Bumberry.
1988. How long have you been here ? Twelve years. •
1989. Have you been farming all the time ? Yes.
1990. How much land have you under cultivation ? About 40 acres ; my holding is 100 acres.
1991. What do you grow, principally ? Wheat and corn; I have a good-sized garden.
1992. How7 much wheat did you grow7 last season ? We expect 250 bushels.
1993. Off how much land ? About 16 acres.
1994. What is your average crop of wrheat ? The average would be from 15 to 20 bushels an acre.
1995. Where do you find a market for it ? At Parkes. '
1996. Does the price at Parkes rule higher than the price at Molong ? Sometimes it is more at Molong,
and sometimes less. .
1997. But it is easier to get to Parkes ? Yes.
1998. Do you know whether there is more land under cultivation here than there was a few years ago ? 
Yes, three times the quantity.
1999. Are the farmers putting more land under cultivation every year ? Yes, they are improving their 
holdings every year.
2000. What do you grow in your garden? Apples, peaches, pears, and grapes.
2001. What kind of fruit is it ? Very good.
2002. VVhat do you do with it ? Some we take to Parkes, and some w7e use ourselves.
2003. You do not grow7 enough to send it to market? No, but I am improving my garden every year.
2004. And w7ould you grow7 fruit more extensively if you had a railway? Yes.
2005. You think you would then get a market to the eastward? Yes ; I have no doubt we should.
2006. Do you know whether there have been more people living here within the last year or two than 
used to live here ? Yes. When I came here first, and the school was opened, there w7ere 12 or 13 
school children on the roll—now there are nearly 40.
2007. Mr. Dowel.~\ Do you produce any vegetables in your garden ? Yes, all kinds.
2008. Do they appear to do well ? Pretty well—yes.
2009. Do you anticipate that if a railway were constructed you could grow vegetables, as well as fruit, for 
market ? Oh, yes.
2010. Do you know7 the surrounding country ? Yes ; up and down the road for about 10 miles round.
2011. You consider the character of the country pretty good ? Yes ; there is very good soil, and if there 
is only a fair season, Bumberry is a good growing place.
2012. Mr. Lee.'] You are a German, I suppose ? Yes.
2013. Did you know anything of the growth of the grape in your own country ? Yes.
2014. Do you think the grape would ripen here sufficiently to make wine? Yes.
2015. Have you made wine ( No ; but the grapes are quite ripe and good enough to make it.

Mr. J. 
Schnabel.

26FeCl890.

Mr. Henry Packham, sworn and further examined:—
2016. Ohairman.] I believe you have some further information you desire to give the Committee ? As I Mr. 
told you, I occupy the position of postmaster here, and I thought you might like to have a return as to the Packham. 
number ox letters, packages, and papers posted here for 1889—it would enable you to form some idea of s^*-*^**^ 
the population. The number of letters posted was 4,557, the number of packages 30, and the number of 26 Yeh-’1890- 
papers 147.

THURSDAY, 27 FEBRUARY, 1890.
[The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, ParTces, at 10 a.m.]

fBrrsmf;—
JAMES EBENEZER TONKIN, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Geobge Henev Cox. | William Spbingthobpe Dowel, Esq.
. ■ Chaeles Alee.ed Lee, Esq. ''

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Molong to Parkes and Eorbes.

John Alexander Rose, Esq., Mayor of Parkes, sworn and examined:—•
2017. Chairman.] What is your occupation ? I am an auctioneer.
2018. I believe you are also Mayor of Parkes ? Yes.
2019. Have you resided long in this district ? Fifteen years on the 2nd of last January
2020. Have you noticed much progress in the district of late years ? I have.
2021. Will you please give in your own way any evidence you wish the Committee to accept ? I mav 
state that statistics have been gathered often during the past ten years, and have been printed at consider
able expense without any good result. Upon this occasion the signatures of many of the new selectors have

been

J. A. Rose, 
Esq.

271^1890.
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J- been obtained, with particulars of their holdings. Our case has appeared to us to be so good that we have
09e; incurred no expense for printing. I may explain at the outset that the reason wdiy more wheat is not grown

27 Feb 1890 ^lere that there is no local markets and that it will not pay to cart it to Molong, at an expense of not less 
■’ ' than Is. per bushel. The postal return, which will be supplied, will give you some idea of our rate of progress,

while the returns of Cobb & Co., the mail contractors, will show that the road is largely used. The difference 
between the area of land selected, as shown from the sheets taken from the books in the Lands Office, and the 
area gathered by collectors is caused by many returns not having been sent in. I may state here that the 
electoral roll lately taken by the police shows that there are 396 more names on the roll in this portion of the ' 
electorate. Of course, as the Committee are aware, considerable areas of land have been alienated in the 
neighbourhood of Forbes under the repealed Acts, but that land is now for the most part in the hands of 
the monetary institutions of the colony and of a few individuals. I will give the Committee some parti
culars concerning one station for sale—it is a fair sample of many cases of the kind near Forbes. Little 
or no selection has taken place at Forbes during the past five years. The station to which I refer is 
Wandary, for sale by Strickland Brothers, Forbes. It is situated about 3 miles from Forbes, on the-Lachlan 
Biver, in the Central Division. The area is about 24,652f acres, consisting of 1,481 acres of freehold ; 
14,315;} acres of certificated conditional purchases ; 4,300 acres of leasehold, at an annual rent of 4 -IVd. 
per acre ; 3,100 acres of resumed area, at an annual rent of 70s. a section ; 546 acres of conditional lease ; 
and 880 acres of annual lease. The country is of deep rich black plain, with open box forest; it is very 
heavy-carrying country, and fattens very fast. It is watered by 3}- miles of frontage in a straight line to 
the Lachlan Haver, Trungle Creek and Muddy Lagoon. There are fourteen tanks and several never- 
failing wrells, constituting an abundant supply. The first-class improvements are, homesteads, large eight- 
roomed house, with pantry, kitchen, laundry, bath-room, office, &c., stables, harness-rooms,' buggy-rooms, 
woolshed, and huts for twelve shearers. The stock consists of about 21,240 sheep.. There are about 
twenty-two head of working horses and seventy head of mixed cattle". It is all securely fenced and 
subdivided into over twenty paddocks by first-class wire fencing. The price is £50,000, and the terms may 
be arranged. Wandery is said to be infinitely the best property for sale in the Lachlan district. Its fattening 
qualities are proverbial. During the whole of the severe drought of 1888 and 1889 it was the mainstay 
of the Forbes district of fat sheep, besides sending others to other markets. It is well adapted for cheap 
irrigation, and the soil is A l for the cultivation of wheat and grain of all descriptions. I do not know 
that I need read you any further particulars about the station, but the particulars I have read will give 
you some idea of the size of the holdings in that district. I may state that I received a requisition early 
in January in the following words:—

Sir,—We are suffering most materially from the want of railway communication to this district, and we beg that you 
will call a public meeting at Parkes some time in January, so that we may be enabled to express our views on this important 
question.
The requisition is signed by about 200 persons.
2022. Jfr. Zee.] Are all these signatures those of selectors ? They are the signatures of men to the north, 
west, and north-west of this place. I also received the following communication from Mr. Balcombe of 
Coradgery. He was asked to come and give evidence, but he had to go to Melbourne. You will see what 
the firm say in this letter :—

Dear Sir,
I am sorry I will not he able to attend the reception of gentlemen forming the Committee re railway, but beg to 

inform Mr. Rose that we will guarantee, the first year, £600 worth of carriage from Sydney and to.
H. & A. BALCOMBE.

They are only medium sbeep-owners—there are many larger, and of course a great number smaller. I 
can give you some of the actual totals of the police returns. The reason I took them out was that I 
thought the returns of the Government would not be ready. I think the officer in charge of the police will 
admit that they are correct. The returns themselves will be handed in by the police officers. There are 
1,950 acres under wheat, yielding 59,000 bushels. There are 3,659 acres under other crops, yielding 3,496 
tons of bay, 1,400 bushels of oats, 900 bushels of barley, and 54 tons of potatoes. There are 467,376 
sheep, 4,583 cattle, 2,503 horses, and 815 pigs. Already there is nearly twice the acreage ready for 
wheat-sowing, and the area will be trebled if means are given to get the wheat to market. This is acorrcet 
return of the whole of the land alienated since the coming into operation of the Land Act of 1884 up to 
the 31st January, 1890. It is taken from the office of the Parkes district. I may state that nineteen- 
twentieths of this land is taken up to the north-west and west of Parkes. The total area is 858,814 
acres.
2023. Chairman.] Is this area taken up in large or small areas ? The greater portion of it is taken up in 
areas of 2,560 acres, but a considerable portion is in less areas; all the new men have endeavoured, where 
possible, to get 2,560 acres.
2024. Do you know these men personally ? Yes, every one of them.
2025. Do you think they are bond fide settlers on the land ? I have every reason to believe they are.
2026. Do you not think they have taken up the land for the purpose of speculation ? I think I may safely 
say that they have not.
2027. Mr. Lee.] Out of the total of 232,410 acres conditional purchases, 15,704 acres are conditional 
lease ? Yes.
2028. I see by this return that there is a great increase in the last year ? Yes.
2029. I see that in the first year you have given us—1885—there were 42,868 acres conditionally pur
chased ? Yes.
2030. But in 1886 it fell considerably ? Yes ; that year was a dry year ; it fell to 17,690 acres.
2031. "What is the reason of that? I think the selectors began to get frightened at the outlook. I 
daresay the probability of some alteration being made in the Land Act had something to do with it.
2032. Still there is a large increase in 1887—it goes np to 53,439 acres ? Yes.
2033. In 1888, however, it fell off again to 32,898 acres ? Yes ; there was dry weather again.
2034. But there is an immense increase in 1889—the area is 85,515 acres ? Yes.
2035. Do you attribute that great increase in aiiy measure to the new Land Act ? ISTo ; I do not think so.
You will notice in connection with the area taken up in 1889 there is only one month of 1890, when the 
present Act had been in operation only two months. I think the men who came over here at first were so 
satisfied with the country that they wrote to the different centres from which they had come, asking their 
friends to follow them. i 2036.
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203G. You do not think that this was owing to the fact that, although the new law was not actually passed, 
the selectors felt certain that it would be passed ? Wo doubt they thought it would. No doubt that had 
something to do with the increase.
2037. You think that the facilities given to the selectors by this particular Act has induced a large increase 
in the acreage under free selection ? Yes ; and as far as we have gone, even since the last day of January 
of this year, more than the average area has been kept up. 19,000 acres were taken up last Thursday. I 
am prepared to say that the figures I have handed in are correct.
2088. 1 see that the totals are 232,410 acres of conditional purchase, and 615,704 acres of conditional 
lease, or a total of 858,114 acres? Yes.
2039. Have you any other information you desire to give the Committee ? I have another return. 
Possibly the officer in charge of the police can tell how the difference arose between the actual area 
returned to him as cultivated, and the area returned by the holders. I am not prepared to swear as to the 
cause of the difference, but possibly the officer in charge will be able to give you good reasons for it. The 
area cultivated is nearly 3,000 acres larger than the area shown by the police returns. The reason, I think 
is this—they had a larger area ready to be cropped, but they did not care to put it all under crop this 
season ; that is the only reason which I can give for the difference. I hand in a complete return, as far as 
I could get it, of all the holders of land round about Parkes. Of the sheets which I hand in as exhibits— 
I may state that the names on Nos. 1 to 18 are all located to the north, west, and north-west of Parkes. 
The returns from Bullock Creek, Burraburra, Gobendary, and Mungery are not here. The population at 
each place is large, and the area of land alienated is great. The attached sheets, which I hand in as 
exhibits, have the signatures of the holders, with the exception of sheets 21 and 22 which are copied ; the 
originals were destroyed with wet. They were in pulp when they came here, and I had difficulty in 
obtaining particulars from them.
2040. Mr. Cox?\ I see there are no grain returns here ? No ; they will be found in the returns taken by 
the police. The wheat return is only about 60,000 bushels. There are witnesses who will say why the 
return is not greater. I hand in a return showing the number in the family, the number attending school, 
the area of holding, the acreage cultivated, and the number of sheep, cattle, horses, and pigs. This gives 
a grand total under each head respectively of—1,493 ; 340 ; 707,985 ; 7,773 ; 265,785 ; 4,807 ; 2,333 ; and 
912—these figures in detail have been furnished by the holders themselves, under their own signature.
2041. Chairman^] Is there any material increase in your population ? Yes.
2042. What would be the percentage of increase in a given time, say, during the last twelve months 
or two years, in the town ? I will go back four years. About four years ago the population of 
the town was about 1,700, to-day it is about 2,700 ; four years ago, the population of the district, including 
the number I have already given you for the town, was 4,000; to-day, it is between 6,000 and 7,000.
2043. How far does that calculation extend towards Porbes ? About half-way.
2044. In what direction has the principal increase in population taken place ? I wish to emphasise this— 
no increase has taken place on the south between here and Porbes.
2045. Where has the principal increase taken place. To the north-west, to the north and west, and in 
the town itself.
2046. Is mining progressing with you ? It is, very much.
2047. What mines have you in payable condition here ? Practical miners will follow me who will give
you that information. ■
2048. If this line were constructed, do you think the traffic from Peak Hill and Alectown would be concen
trated in Parkes ? Yes ; but I may mention that in the returns I have given, I have not taken in Peak Hill.
2049. How far is that from here ? About 30 miles. .
2050. How far from Dubbo ? About 44 miles. The road between here and Peak Hill is better than the 
road between Dubbo and Peak Hill. The traffic would come here, if there were a railway near here.
2051. Putting aside all personal feeling in this matter, which line do you believe would serve the greater 
number of people—the line from Molong, the line from Borenore, or the line from Cowra ? There is no 
doubt that the extension of the line from Molong would be considerably in favour of the population in 
this district, as well as of the population out north and west—the whole of those portions of the electorate 
are progressing. There is not much progression in other parts of the electorate, except that which takes 
place among themselves. There are no new people coming into many portions of the electorate, but in the 
portions to which I have referred large numbers are coming in weekly and monthly.
2052. You advocate the construction of this line in preference to either of the other lines ? Yes ; and if 
I had nothing to do with the place I should still advocate it.
2053. Do you think the country would be justified in constructing the line if it could be shown that by 
its construction it would lose £15,000 a year ? I think we can prove that the country will not lose any
thing like it. The postmaster is not here just now. Before he left for Sydney I asked him to take out 
some figures—they are an exact copy of some figures which will be sent to the Postmaster-General. They 
show a great increase in the postal revenue, and that, I take it, is an evidence of an increase in the com
munity. So far as the telegraph office is concerned, the receipts for July, August, and September, 1887, 
were £57 8s. 3d.; the receipts in the same months of 1888, were £66 10s. 3d.; and in the same months 
of 1889, £118 0s. 4d. Therevenue, as shown by the Postmaster-General’s report for 1888, was £297. The 
estimated revenue for the quarter ended September of the present year is £472 ; the number of messa°-es 
transmitted, as per the Postmaster-General’s report for 1888, was 4,617. The number of messages, esti
mated from business done for the quarter ending September, 1889, for the present year is 7,288. The 
Post Office revenue for 1888, as per Postmaster-General’s report, was £750; the cash remitted for stamps 
for the quarter ending September, 1889, was £260. The estimated revenue for the present year is £1,040. 
The number of letters for September, 1888, posted at Parkes, was 7,992 ; packets, 210; and newspapers, 
1,871. On the same basis, the total for the year 1888 would be 95,904 letters, 2,520 packets, and 22,452 
newspapers. The number of letters posted in September, 1889, was 10,645; packets, 249 ; and news
papers, 5,174. Upon the same basis, the letters for 1889 would be 127,740 ; packets, 2,988 ; and the news
papers, 62,088. The number of mails despatched weekly is seventeen, and the number of bags, not 
including any private bags made up weekly, is seventy-five. So far as the Money Order Office is con
cerned, the money-orders issued for the quarter ending September, 1888, were in number 354 ; the 
amount was £1,008 14s. 7d.; the number paid was ninety-six, and the amount £426 2s. 4d. Por the 
quarter ending September, 1889, the number issued was 459; the amount paid £1,289 17s. 3d.; the 
number paid was 140, and the amount £526 19s. Id. I have another return of Cobb & Co.’s traffic for

ten

J. A.
Bose, Esq.

27 Feb., 1890.
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ten months in 1889. For some reason I could not get it for the whole year. I do not know whether 
instructions u ere given that it should not be given, but I could not get it. I have it from the month of 

i 1890 Januar.7 UP the end of October. Tho money received during that time at the Parkes end, which, in my 
' opinion, is clearly the smallest end of the line as far as traffic is concerned, was £1,014 14s. 9d. Taking 
it tor granted that the same rate of traffic would be kept up for the remaining months, the total for the 
year would be £1,215 7s. 2d. Then there is all the money taken at the Molong end. A considerable 
portion of through traffic cannot be here, because the money does not reach the hand of any person here.
2054. Mr. Aee.] From whom did you receive that return? I received it from the agent of Cobb & Co.’s 
stationed at Parkes. I also wish to remark in connection with the traffic upon this line, that the reason 
so many more horses are required upon another line in this district is, that that line is 30 miles longer 
than the Molong line. I have a memorandum here showing the number of sheep, from which wool now 
goes to Molong via Parkes, and the number of sheep from which the wool would come to Parkes to be 
conveyed by train, should the railway be made—the return also shows the probable revenue. .
2055. Will you read a few of the figures ? The sheep, from which the wool now goes to Molong via
Parkes, number 548,000; the sheep, from which the wool would come to Parkes, if the extension is made 
from Molong to Forbes via Parkes, number 1,113,000. •
2050. Are you including Forbes ? I have not taken 1 oz. of anything belonging to Forbes.
2057. Are you keeping in your land district ? Tes. I may say, however, that the wool from Burrawang
at present goes to Sydney via Forbes, but if the line is made from Molong to Forbes, through Parkes, 
every ounce of that wool will come here. I have taken only one station on the Bogan. I take it for 
granted that the wool from all the sheep there will all go to Narromine, although I know it will not be 
the case Allowing ten bales for 1,000 sheep, which is reasonable, although the wool this year went 
more, it will give 11,130 bales. Allowing six bales to the ton you have 1,855 tons of wool. At 70s. per 
ton, the rate through to Sydney, you will have a revenue of £6,492 10s. I reckon that there will be
50,000 fat sheep on the line, at Is., or £2,500; 2,000 fat cattle, at 10s., or £1,000. As to goods— 
supposing there are 90 tons a week, or 4,680 tons for the year, at 60s. a ton, that would give you a 
revenue of £14,010. That is, of course, right through to Sydney. I take creditfor £3,000 for mails, and 
as to grain, I reckon 100,000 bushels, at Od. per bushel, or £5,000. 1 take it for granted that if the

' population in and around Parkes is 5,000 ; one-fifth of that population will travel once a year. I think 
that is a moderate estimate. One-fifth of the population, at 60s., gives you £3,000. I take credit for 
miscellaneous traffic to the extent of £5,000, and I make a total of £40,032. I take credit for one-third 
of that, considering my small figures for the new portion I made. I anticipate that the rates charged on 
the new portion will be considerably more than the rates charged on the portion now made. I admit that 
it will be in a position to pay a greater rate.
2058. Chairman.'] You know from your personal experience that one town does not like to be imposed 
upon more than another, and that the rate for a certain distance is a certain amount. Ton will expect 
to be treated the same as the people at Bourke or at other places are treated in proportion to the 
distance ? I think we are entitled to this credit, on account of the low figures I am giving—a third of the 
figures I have given will be £13,344.
2059. What will one-fourth of it be ;—if these estimates of yours are not as high as they ought to be,
that is not any reason why you should take a third of the distance instead of one-fourth ? A fourth will 
be £10,008. .
2060. Tour figures are very low—it will certainly be more than 6d. per bushel on wheat—jour estimate 
should be £10,008 ? Up to this point.
2061. That is about £1,260 under the Commissioners’ estimate? Tes, as far as Parkes.
2062. How do you account for that ? They have added a considerable portion for revenue between here 
and Forbes that I have not taken in.
2063. Do you think the Commissioners have included in their estimate the traffic from Forbes to Sydney ? 
I am sure of it. I take it for granted that the report is correct.
2064. Then, according to your statistics, the Forbes district would only return about £1,000? Tes; that 
is up to the limit of the Commissioners’ estimate; but 1 think there will be considerably more than that.
2065. Tour estimate is for the traffic on the Parkes line, quite independently of Forbes ? Tes.
2066. Whereas the Commissioners’ estimate of £11,264 includes both Parkes and Forbes ? Tes.
2067. Do you think that the Forbes traffic would be equal to the Parkes traffic on the railway ? I think 
their returns to-day will be as great as ours. '
2068. Then you will have a total of £22 000 instead of £11,000? It will be nearer £20,000 than
£11,000.
2069. Then you would not show a loss of £15,000 a year on the line ? I am satisfied there will be no loss 
upon it.
2070. Do you know that the Commissioners make the interest on the capital expenditure and working 
expenses amount to £26,000 a year ? I am satisfied that their estimate of £11,000 is totally incorrect.
2071. Mr. Lee.] What do you estimate the traffic will be in connection with Forbes and Parkes, and the 
country between here and Molong ? I think that after the railway had been running six months the 
revenue would exceed £20,000.
2072. Chairman.] Suppose this line were constructed there would be no other means for the Forbes 
people to get their produce to market ? Unless they liked to cart it to Cowra.
2073. These estimated returns must include the total returns of the Forbes traffic as well as yours ? I 
think so.
2074. Are you not over the estimate in putting it at £20,000? No. I know from the great progress 
this portion of the district is making that the revenue must be very much bigger.
2075. Have you anything to add to the information you have already given ? I should like to give some 
arguments as to why this line should be constructed.
2076. Tou know Toung ? I have been there.
2077. Do you know the position it holds with regard to Parkes and Forbes? Only by looking at it on 
the map. I have never travelled the country between Toung and Forbes.
2078. Do you know whether a line direct from Toung to Dubbo would pass through Grenfell, Forbes, 
and Parkes ? I believe it would.
2079. Would not that line serve Parkes and Forbes equalfy well with the jwoposed line? I think it 
would, but that is a line which must be constructed, even if this line is made. If the line you refer to is

constructed,
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constructed, I believe it will carry more stock than any other line in the colony. I was going to remark, -p 
in connection with the distance of new construction, that 71 miles would give us railway communication ose. Esq. 
from Molong. From Borenore to Forbes and Parkes there would be 8(3 miles of construction; from o'nTb itigo 
Cowra to Forbes and Parkes 84J miles. I think that as the line is now made to Molong there can be no e ’’ '
two opinions but that this is the correct extension to make. Of course, the argument will be raised that 
the line from Borenore to Forbes will give them a few miles less to have their goods conveyed, compared 
with this route ; but we must look at every side of the question, and we should have so much further to 
take our goods. What is sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander.
2080. Is the population of Forbes greater than that of Parkes ? The population of the town must he 
greater, hut it is not getting greater, except by reproduction among themselves. We are increasing out
side, in addition to our own natural increase.
2081. Would not the construction of this line increase the haulage for the Forbes people by about 17
miles? About that. r i ^

2082. It would increase the line by that length for all the people to the west of Forbes—for the Condoholin 
people for instance ? If you adopted the other line a greater hardship would be inflicted upon the places 
to the north and north-west of Parkes.
2083. Is there no traffic between here and Condoholin ? Hot much at present. Some years ago we had 
good markets at Condoholin, Nymagee, Mount Hope, and Cobar. The railway now conveys goods as far 
as Hyngan. The Cobar and Nymagee people get their goods from there. Condoholin, for the last few 
years, has been growing broadstuffs of its own, possibly enough to supply itself. Some years ago, I myself 
sent hundreds of tons of produce to Cobar and Nymagee.
2084. How far is Condoholin from here ? About 60 miles.
2085. How far is it from Forbes ? I am not prepared to say of my own knowledge. I have travelled 
from here to Condoholin, but I have not travelled from Forbes to Condoholin. There is a better road 
from here than down the river—a more passable road at all times.
2086. If this line were constructed, would not the people of Condoholin have to pay for 17 miles further 
haulage on their goods for all time ? No.
2087. Tou think they would send from Parkes instead of from Forbes ? There is no doubt about it.
2088. Is not Condoholin the centre for the Lachlan Talley traffic? No.
2089. Is it not the centre to which traffic gravitates in the Lachlan Valley? Not at present; it may 
ultimately do so.
2090. Where does the traffic of the Lachlan Valley go to ? Some goes there and some comes here.
209L Incoming here from a point direct west, would it not come through Condoholin? Within a 
certain number of. miles it would come through Condoholin, but a portion may drift away through Hillston.
2092. What I wanted to know was the important township beyond Forbes and Parkes in the Lachlan 
Valley to which most traffic would gravitate in order to come eastward ? Condoholin, of course.
2093. ^ Then, if Condoholin is the centre, would it be served by this railway if they had to pay the extra 
17 miles of haulage ? No, certainly not; but they would not have to pay that haulage—the traffic would 
come to Parkes instead of Forbes.
2094. Tou said just now that the wool which would come upon this railway would be from 1,113,000 
sheep ? Tes.
2095. Ho you know that in a petition which has been sent in, a statement has been made that the wool 
from 5,000,000 sheep would he served by a railway to Forbes ? It is quite possible, but I do not know: 
where they are coming from. I do not think they are in the district. I have taken credit for nothing 
but what I know would come here.
2096. Where are the principal part of the sheep to which your statistics refer ? They are all north, 
west, and north-west. There are a few to the east and about 1,000 to the south. I have gone out as far 
as Trundle—that is about 14 miles. I have no doubt that they have taken credit at Forbes for every
thing all round. I have only taken credit for everything that must come here.
2097. Mr. Lee.'] Can you tell us how many flour-mills there are in this district ? There is only one in 
the Parkes portion of it.
2098. How many banks are there in the town of Parkes ? Three.
2099. What is the population within the municipal boundaries ? About 3,000.
2100. What is the annual amount of your rates ? Last year they were only about £500. They are very 
much greater this year. -
2101. How long lias the town been incorporated ? For about five years.
2102. Is the population increasing within the municipal boundary ? Very much.
2103. Is the capital value of taxable land increasing? Tes ; in the last twelve months it has increased
300 per cent. .
2104. Is the value likely to still further increase ? Very much.
2105. That is an evidence of increased and improved buildings ? Tes. I might remark that we have had 
little or no public money spent here. We have been left to go the best way we could. A lot of public 
money has been spent elsewhere, hut I will not say anything about that.
2106. Mr. Dowel.] Tou have handed in a return showing the holders of land in the district;—do you ■
think they will contribute materially to the revenue of the railway ? Every one of them.
2107. In your capacity as auctioneer and stock agent, can you inform the Committee whether many stock 
pass through Parkes from Queensland ? An immense number.
2108.. Is it not possible that some portion of this stock, in times of drought, would use this railway, thus 
creating a revenue ? A great number of them would use it.
2109. In your position as Mayor you have come into contact with a large number of residents, and have 
had an opportunity to gauge public opinion as to the route which should be adopted ? Tes.
2110. V hat is the concensus of public opinion on the subject ? Of course, they all say here that this is 
the correct line. At the same time we have residents who own property at Forbes, who also say that it is . 
the correct line.
2111. Have the public meetings which have been held been in favour of this line ? Always. .
2112. I understood you to say just now that there would be 17 miles longer haulage to Sydney if this 
line were constructed ? To serve the Forbes people—from their standpoint.
2113. Is there not 11 miles less of construction upon the Molong line? Tes.

Mr.
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Mr. Mark Coleman, gardener, sworn and examined :— '
Mr. 2114. Mr Zee.] What is your occupation ? I have several occupations. I am principally gardening at 

M^Coleman. the pre8ent ^ .... . . .
27 Feb 1890 ^Ho. How long have you resided in the district ? Twenty-eight or twenty-nine years. Part of the time 

’’ ’ at Porbes, and the remainder of the time at Parkes. I have lived at Porbes eleven years and here about
eighteen years. . .
2116. Have you come here prepared to furnish any statistics to the Committee? No statistics whatever.
Mr. Eose has been supplied with them all. _ _
2117. On what particular point do you wish to give evidence? One point upon which I should like to 
give some evidence has reference to the flooded country. I see by the evidence given to the Committee 
in Sydney that one of the Government engineers has been led astray, or has been confusing one line with 
the other. This gentleman was reported to have said that on the line from James’ Dam to Porbes there 
was flooded country, requiring culverts and embankments, whereas any one hero knows that there 
is not an inch of flooded country upon the whole distance from Parkes. There are a few little gullies 
where the water backs up in times of flood, but the road is never flooded, except for a short distance 
crossing these low gullies. The survey from Cowra to Porbes and the survey from Borenore to Porbes 
junction with the Parkes line is about 3jr miles on this side of Forbes. They have to come to this par
ticular point to get into Porbes in order to avoid the flooded country. •
2118. That is to say, the country in the immediate vicinity of Porbes is liable to floods ? There is no other
way of coming in, except by way of this junction. _
2119. Do you know the country between this and Molong ? Tes ; I have travelled it at different times.
2120. Have you ever been off the road? No, I cannot say I have, except on one occasion, when the 
surveyor was here, surveying through the gap.
2121. Tou know the track from Porbes to Eugowra and Borenore ? Tes.
2122. Have you been along it often ? Only once or twice. .
2123. What is the quality of the country outhat line, as compared with the quality of the country on the 
line to Molong? In my opinion, there is very little to choose between them. I think there is good and 
bad country on both lines. In travelling this way the difference is tSat you travel over the rough country, 
leaving the good country on either side. Going the other way you travel through the gaps, and through 
the best land, leaving the hilly, ridgy country away from the line.
2124. Are you a property-owner in Parkes? Tes; I have town property in both Parkes and Porbes— 
suburban property also.
2125. Does the railway survey in either case affect your property ? Tes.
2126. Does it pass through it ? Part of the survey of the line from Molong comes through the lower 
portion of two pieces of suburban property. The present survey is through it, but the line may, perhaps, 
be made without going through it.
2127. Are you gardening on a large scale ? I have 6 acres. _
2128. What do you do with the produce of the garden ? We generally get rid of most of it localfy. The
year before last was a bad year, and there was not much to get rid of. We sent some fruit this year to 
Orange, and to Peak Hill and Alectown. I sell a good deal of my own fruit in a shop I have in the town. 
2.129. How does fruit flourish in this district ? If we only get a moderate season it flourishes as well as it 
does anywhere. .
2130. What kinds of fruit do you grow ? Oranges, lemons, peaches, pears, and apples.
2131. Do grapes grow to perfection ? They could not be grown better.
2132. Do you grow for wine ? Tes ; I make wine every year.
2133. Is there a market for local consumption ? Tes. Very little wine is made here, except that which
I make myself. The year before last I made about 600 gallons. ’
2134. Which line would best serve the larger portion of the community—the line from Borenore or the 
line from Molong ? My opinion is that the public generally would be best served by the line from Molong. 
In the first place the number of people to be served is much larger. There are a large number of settlers 
who have taken up land to the north, to the west, and to the north-west of this place. They are all, I 
think, good bona fide settlers—men who would produce and cause traffic.
2135. Do your orauges grow-well here ? We have good oranges in good seasons; but the seasons have 
been bad here lately.
2136. Do you think that if either of these lines were constructed it would give a proper outlet for the 
produce of the district ? Tes.
2137. So far as your individual interest is concerned, would a railway constructed from Toung to Porbes, 
through Grenfell, and on to Parkes and Dubbo, answrer your purpose better ? I have no doubt it would 
answer general purposes as well as my own. Of course, it would be a good way round to get to Sydney.*
2138. But it would be an advantage, as far as wheat and local produce is concerned ? I can hardly say 
that. I think the Molong line wrould be more advantageous to the general public, on account of the 
metropolitan market for grain.
2139. Tou look upon the metropolitan market as being the best for grain ? Tes.
2140. Which would be tho best line for wrool ? I should imagine the Molong line. The wool must go to 
Sydney.
2141. There would be less haulage than by the cross line ? Tes.
2142. And the same argument would apply to passenger traffic? Tes.

Mr.
A. Pholoros. 2143.

2144.

Mr. .Angelos Pholoros, storekeeper, sworn and examined:—
Mr. Cox.'] What is your occupation ? I am a storekeeper at Parkes.
How long have you been residing in this neighbourhood ? Since I came to the colonies, about eleven

27 Feb. 1S90. I00,1,3 aa°-
’’ ’2145. I presume you have seen Parkes go up and down more than once? I saw Parkes go up eleven

years ago, when there was gold-mining. When the gold-mining came down, the place came down also. I 
saw' it afterwards far better than I had ever seen it before.
2146. What is the cause of its present prosperity ? I attribute it to the large quantity of land taken up. 
Many selectors have come here from Victoria. They are wealthy men, and they have spent many

thousands

Note (on revision):—I meant the line in question would open a market, via Dubbo, to the back country.
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thousands of pounds in this place. Then there is the mining and the increased agriculture. These three . Mr. . 
things have contributed to the prosperity of the place. Pholorosg,
2147. Have you prepared any statistics ? I have been for some time agent for Wright, Heaton, & Co. in -
this town, and I have prepared you some statistics in reference to the traffic. Now, as to the goods coming e ’’ '
from Molong to Parkes : They amount to 3,448 tons for the twelve months ending December last. The
goods going down—that is, hides, skins, beeswax, and many other things of that kind (I do not include 
wheat and wool)—were about 1,500 tons. I cannot swear to the quantity of wrool going from Parkes, but 
I think there were about 6,000 bales. -
2148. It has not all passed through your hands? No; but I think about that quantity went to the 
Molong station. The principal thing to which I wish to draw your attention is the condition of traffic 
at present, compared with what it was three or four years ago. ' At that time we had about six or seven 
teams to draw our goods from Orange and Molong. Many a time they had to wait there a week or two 
for a load. At the present time we have about seventeen teams—that is, fourteen carriers and three 
private teams. These are constantly going without any delay, and they are all from 5 to 6 ton teams,
We cannot keep the station clear of goods. It is often crowded with Parkes goods. In the month of 
December there were 404 tons of goods at Molong station. Out of that 404 tons there were 112 for 
Molong, 42 for Cumnock, and 250 tons for Parkes. I also wish to give you some little proof of the 
increase of my own business. I used to pay to the G-overnment from £100 to £200 trainage per year ; 
at present—I cannot swear to £1 or £2—it is close upon £1,000—that is, for goods up and down, and 
it is quite irrespective of Wright, Heaton, & Co.’s business. In proof of it, I can show you the way-bills 
and railway vouchers.
2149. If you could tell me what the trainage would be from Molong to Parkes, I could tell you what 
amount of trainage would be paid from Parkes and Molong ? I reckon that the Parkes line will pay the 
Government about £8,000, independently of wool and grain. I am referring to goods coming only to 
Parkes. My estimate is independent of the passenger traffic. There are a lot of goods coming through 
this way for the squatters ; then there is the Alectown and Peak Hill traffic. I think Mr. Hose was 
wrong in the distance he gave you—it is 15 miles from here to Alectown, and 30 miles to Peak Hill.
2150. Does it pay the people of Peak Hill to pay the road carriage from Molong to Parkes and then from 
Parkes to Peak Hill, a distance of 80 miles, instead of paying only for the 50 miles of road carriage from 
Dubbo ? It would pay better to bring it from Dubbo, if the roads were not so bad. In wet weather they 
are obliged to bring the goods through from Molong.
2151. Are not your roads bad in wet weather ? Not so bad as theirs.
2152. Tou said that there had been a large influx from Victoria, and that men with capital were settling 
down in the Parkes district ? Tes.
2153. There is nothing which tends to diminish the number of people coming here ? Nothing except the 
difficulty of getting land. There is a great deal of land shut up in the gold-field reserve. If that were 
thrown open I am sure plenty of selectors would come here.
2154. Do you think a great impetus would be given to the material prosperity of the town ? Tes.
2155. I suppose the same difficulty arises in regard to people settled in the town ? There are a number 
of allotments which people cannot take up for residence on account of their being reserved in the gold
field. If they take up the land they never get it. They sometimes have to wait ten or fifteen years before 
they can get it from the Government. If the Government would sell the land by auction, not one inch of 
ground in the town would be left.
2156. "What would it realize per acre ? The town allotments are from £14 to £15 for a quarter of an 
acre. If the upset price is £15, people run it up to £50 or £100, according to the position.
2157. The demand is much greater than the supply ? Tes. •
2158. Do I understand that land has brought extreme prices in the town of Parkes ? Very large prices.
2159. Can you give me an instance ? The other day a gentleman sold several allotments. He had three 
reserved, and they brought about 50 per cent, more than the price he put upon the land.
2160. Do you know of any other instance in which land in the town has been sold at a high price ? The 
Hnion Bank bought from 38 to 50 feet of frontage for £1,000, it may be a little less.
2161. Does that adjoin “ Poster’s Hotel” ? Tes.
2162. Is not that an excessive price to give for land here ? Considering the business doing in the town, 
it was not thought too dear.
2163. If the Government would throw open more of the land, such a price would not be obtained ? I
do not know; there are plenty of people taking up land here. Every day you find people lookino' for 
quarters and unable to obtain them. D
2164. Have any representations been made to the Government, setting forth the disabilities under which 
you labour ? Tes, but the Government take no notice of it.
2165. Do not the Government want money? There is plenty of money in this town if the Government 
want it; there is plenty of land to be sold here. .
2166. Tou know the country between this town and Forbes, and between this town and Molong? Tes.
216v. Do you know the country between Porbes and Borenore ? Partly.
2168. Do you know the country between Toung, Grenfell, and Porbes? I never was there.
2169. Have you been over the country between this place and Dubbo ? No.
2170. Is there any other statement you desire to make ? I heard you asking a question of another witness 
as to whether this railway, if constructed, would pay expenses. From what I can see of the progress of 
the place, if the railway were constructed from Molong to Parkes and Porbes, I am prepared to swear 
that it will not only pay expenses, but will, within a few years, pay the cost of the railway. I am sure 
that £26,000 would be received from this district.
2171. Tou have seen this district rise up to a high state of prosperity and descend :ifrain to very low
depths ? Tes. a
2172. Do you not think that is likely to occur again ? No.
2173. TFhat about the bad seasons ? The selectors we have here are doing very well. I know that as a 
fact. They have dealings with me, and I know how they stand. In case of drought they are well supplied 
with water. They have dams and have spent a lot of money upon their holdings. The stock might be a 
little injured in time of drought, but nothing to speak of.
2174. How did they get through the terrible drought of 1888 ? They did get through it.
2175. Did they suffer much loss ? Not much.

31 (a)—H
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c’ Mr.' 2178. Hey have recouped it since ? Tes. I know the case of one selector who, whatever he ost in the- 
A. Pholoros. drought, cleared this year £1,200. ■

2177. If they could do so well without a railway, do you think they would do much better with one ? I 
27 Feb., 1890. a railway were brought here it would be one of the most wealthy places in New South

Wales. .
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Mr. John Medlyn, miner and hotelkeeper, sworn and examined :—
Mr. 2178. Chairman.'] What is your occupation ? I am a miner and hotelkeeper.

J. Medljn. 2179. How long have you been here ? About fourteen years.
2180. Mr. Dowel.] Tou have a pretty general knowledge of the district? I have a knowledge of a good 

27 Feb., 1890. par^ ^£or aij0Ut yg or 20 miles out.
2181. What occupation have you chiefly followed since you have been in Parkes ? Mining.
2182. Is the Parkes gold-field a large one ? Tes.
2183. Can you state the number of acres on the gold-field reserve ? No; I was not aware that I was 
expected to give evidence on that point.
2184. Is there any alluvial mining going on in your town ? Well, there is the Tichborne, M'Guinness, 
and other leads.
2185. Has it been of a profitable character ? Tes ; we have had rich leads.
218G. What is the description of mining now being carried on ? Reefing ; very little alluvial.
2187. Can you give us any information as to the reefs ? There is the Dayspring, down about 300 feet or 
a little over. I visited it a short time ago. The reef was fully 6 feet wide and is very easily worked. I 
was informed that it crushed 7 dwts.—a handsome return for such a reef.
2188. Was that without the pyrites ? That also would yield considerably, although I have not heard the 
returns.
2189. Have you heard of any assays from pyrites ? I have heard of some, although I do not exactly 
remember them. I have heard of from 30 to 40 oz. to the ton—for instance, there is Mr. Haselhurst’s claim.
2190. Is that a profitable mine? It has been and is still, I believe. It is in the hands of a company now 
and is paying well. It is a substantial reef, keeping down well, and likely to go to a great depth.
2191. What is the yield from that reef? I do not know. I have heard that it crushed from 1 oz. up to 
20 ozs. to the ton.
2192. Are there any other special reefs to which you wish to direct attention ? There is Quayle’s claim, 
adjoining Haselhurst’s on the samoline of reef. It goes dowui to about 220 or 230 feet. The reef is going 
down, and is keeping good as it goes.
2193. Prom your knowledge of this country, are you of opinion that the reefs are of a permanent charac
ter? I think it will be one of the largest reefing fields in the colony—equal to Bendigo or Ballarat.
2194. Are the reefs of great extent ? Tes; the reefs extend, although they are not payable, up to Peak 
Hill. There is a reef at Alectown which would pay now, if there was machinery on it.
2195. Tou think the country between Parkes and Peak Hill is auriferous ? Tes { I think there will be 
a great gold-mining industry there.
2196. Have you visited Peak Hill ? Not within the last two years, but I have prospected there.
2197. Do you know the country intervening between Parkes and Peak Hill ? Tes ; I have done a good 
deal of prospecting there.
2198. And it all appears to you to be of an auriferous character ? Yes; it would be a large reefing 
district.
2199. Can you say how many miners are employed in this district? I could not say. .

' 2200. Is the number now larger or less than it was a few years since ? I think it is double what it was
a few years ago.
2201. Have you seen the mining industry here in a more prosperous condition ? At the time of tho 
alluvial mining; but, since there has been reefing, I do not think it has been so prosperous.
2202. How many batteries have you in the district ? Two—one with twenty head, and another, the 
Huntingdon, equal to fifteen or twenty head.
2203. Have you a sufficient number of batteries to meet the requirements of the district ? We might 
have at the present time, but there would have to be more.
2204. How much a ton do they charge at these batteries ? The price would average from 8s. to 10s. a 
ton. Some stone would crush for less. The batteries crush by the hour.

■ 2205. Do you know that there has been a considerable demand for land in the gold-field reserve ? Tes.
2206. Do you think it desirable that the reserve should be cancelled for the purposes of settlement ? I 
think a portion of it might be cancelled, with great care and consideration. I should be very careful in 
cancelling it in the vicinity of the reefs.
2207. Have you been over both routes of the railway ? I have not been over both.
2208. Have you been over the route from Molong to Parkes and Porbes? Tes.
2209. Tou know the country? Pretty well.
2210. Is it of a good character? Yery good.
2211. Suitable for what purposes ? Por agriculture.
2212. Is it suitable to the growth of fruits ? Tes. There is splendid fruit almost all the way along. 
The Parkes district is a great fruit-growing district.
2213. Do you know the condition of the settlers in this locality ? Tes.
2214. Do they appear to be in a prosperous condition ? Tes ; they are all getting on very well, judging 
from appearances.
2215. If a railway were constructed would they put more land under cultivation ? Tes ; I should say 
you would have double the area under cultivation within twelve months. .
2216. Is it not a fact that there are a largo number of other reefs being worked besides tho two to which you 
have referred ? Tes. There is the Koh-i-noor, the Bonnie Dundee, the Gladstone, and the Bushman’s- 
Hill.
2217. As an expereinced miner, you think the reefs are of a permanent character, and are likely to give 
employment to a large number of persons ? Tes ; they are employing more every month. There is the 
deep shaft on the Bonnie Dundee line of reef, which, in my opinion, will open up the field to a great extent, 
and will give employment to a great many more than other reefs which have been proved to be payable.

2218.
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2218. Had you been working on any other gold-fields previous to coining to Parkes ? Yes ; in New
Zealand and Bendigo. . . .
2219. Making a comparison between the fields upon which you have worked and this particular field, do
you think Parkes will compare favourably with other places V . Judging from the formation of the country, 
I think the Parkes reef will turn out equal to those at Bendigo, such as the Harden Gully and Husslers. 
There is the same formation there as can be found in these reefs. _ .
2220. Has settlement in the town and district of Parkes improved lately ? Yery much within the last 
three or four years.
2221. You can see a great improvement ? Yes. There is a piece of property I bought four years ago for 
£450, for which I was offered, and refused, £2,000.

Mr.
J. Medlyn. 

27 Feb., 1890

2222.

2223.
2224.
2225.
2226.

Mr. Sydney Ephraim Close, auctioneer, sworn and examined 
Chairman^] "What are you ? I am an auctioneer.
Where do you reside ? At Parkes.
How long have you been here ? Nearly eight years in the town of Parkes.
Have you been in business as an auctioneer all that time ? Yes. . ■
What is your opinion of the progress of the town since you have been here. It has made wonderful 

strides during the eight years I have been here. I have known the place ever since it has been a town. I 
have resided in the district twenty-one years.
2227. Have you noticed whether this progress has been marked within the last year or two ? It has been
marked since 1884 or 1885. _
2228. It has been gradually progressing each year ? There has been an improvement in the value of all
properties in the district up to the present time. -
2229. Can you give us some idea of the value of allotments in the town several years ago, compared with 
their present value ? I can speak of one lot which I bought five years ago at public auction for £250.' I 
have refused £1,000 for it during the last five or six months.
2230. That is not an exceptional case ? No. . . ■
2231. Would that be a fair average taking into consideration the improved yalue of the other properties ?
I think so. . , _

• 2232. To what do you attribute this increase in the value of property ? To the increase of population 
we have had during the last few years. In 1883, if you went out west, north, or north-west you could ride 
all day without meeting a person; now you cannot go a mile or couple of miles without seeing some place 
—it is all new settlement. There is land out there of which it would take at one time 30 or 40 acres to 
carry a sheep, but since the land has been selected and improved it would carry a sheep to 2 acres.
2233. What class of improvements has made that difference ? The land has been scrubbed and ring-
barked. , . .
2234. Has there been any water conserved ? They could not occupy the land otherwise, because they
are so far away from the creek, the improvements in the water-line have been in the way of tanks, 
principally. . . •
2235. Have you seen much improvement in the area under cultivation in the last year or two ? Yes, 
nearly every selector is cultivating, more or less.
2236. What is the average value per acre of a small selection for agricultural purposes, say a selection of
from 300 up to 640 acres ? A great deal would depend upon the locality in which the selection was 
situated—whether it was ridgy country or in flat country. - .
2237. But take what you term the best agricultural land in its natural state P Erom £3 10s. to £4 an
acre. . •
2238. Without any improvements ? Yes.
2239. Do you think it is as valuable as that ? Yes, I have given a higher price for it myself.
2240. Do you know the class of country on the leasehold areas which will shortly fall in P Yes. .
2241. .Do they contain any land of the quality you were just speaking of ? The principal part of those
areas is further from town. When I said £4 per acre, I was speaking of land at a comparatively short 
distance from town. .
2242. At what distance? 4 or 5 miles from the town. - •
2243. The actual value of it for farming purposes, 10 or 12 miles away, would be reduced ? Yes. I 
know the land in the leaseholds to which you refer.
2244. Will you describe it? It varies. Some of it is very rough and densely timbered, with underbrush 
as thick as it can possibly be. In fact I know an instance in which a family took up a large area adjoining 
the leasehold, and to which the leasehold is similar, where they had to clear a place to put up a house.
2245. Is that the general run of the leasehold areas? That is an exceptional case.
2246. Will you describe the rest ? Some is very fine country, and some is good open country. I should 
reckon the market value of it at about £2 per acre.
2247. Eor agricultural purposes ? Yes. •
2248. You are satisfied there is a good deal fit for agricultural purposes ? Yes.
2249. Have you any idea as to the proportion of good and bad land on these areas ? I think myself it 
would be about half-and-half. Those who come into the field first would, of course, get all the good land.
2250. Do you know the number of acres which would be thrown open ? I do not.
2251. Do you think the construction of this railway will materially increase the value of property out
side the town as well as in it ? I think so.
2252. Have you any knowledge of the proposed route of the railway from Borenore to Eorbes ? I have 
travelled that line.
2253. Do you know the country between that line and the proposed line from Molong to Parkes ? Not
all through, but I know a considerable portion of it. .
2254. Erom your knowledge of the country, which line do you think will serve the greater number of
people. I want you to consider the country to the north of this line, and the country which will be 
served south of the line from Borenore to Eorbes, leaving the centre of the land to be served by either 
line? I certainly think the line from Molong to Parkes and Eorbes would serve the greater number of 
people. .
2255. Do you know anything of the country between here and Peak Hill? Yes. 2256.-

Mr.
S. E. Close. 

27 Feb., 1890.
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■Mr. 2256. What class of country is it ? Principally good agricultural country.
-S. E. Close. 2257. It is at the same time mineral country? Yes, it has been tried all the way through to Peak Hill.

TT' 2258. And it is all the gold-field reserve now? Yes.
£ i8yu‘ 2259. Have you any other information to give the Committee ? I heard you ask another witness as to 

the value of town lots. I had a sale on the 1st of the month, and I could tell you the size of the land, 
its situation, and the price it brought. The first was a lot of 56 feet frontage to Clarinda-street, but out
side the town altogether—it was sold for £60 ; it contained 39 perches. The next block of 39 perches 
sold for £43 ; the next block, 48 perches, for £45 5s.; then 38 perches sold for £46, 38 perches again 
for £48, and 38 perches again for £52 10s. ; that was all the land in that locality. The next blocks were 
at the other end of the town—they were blocks of IS perches, at the extreme end of the town, on the 
southern side—one sold for £68 15s.; a block of 12 perches adjoining sold for £66 10s.; a block in the 
third street from the main street, of 1 rood, sold for £93 10s. The next block of the same size sold for 
£133—that was in Hill-street; the next block was in the same street but further on; it sold for £170 10s.
2260. All these sales have taken place lately ? Yes.
2261. Can you tell the Committee whether any of these blocks would be materially affected by the con
struction of the railway line—would the railway station be near any of them, or would there be anything

' of that kind inducing a higher price ? No, I do not think so. The railway itself would not go through 
any of them, and the railway station would not be near any of them ; the proposed place for the railway 
station would not be within 400 yards of the nearest.

Mr. Thomas Bridle, selector, sworn and examined :—
Mr.

T. Bridle.

27 Feb., 1890

2262. Mr. Lee.'] You are a selector ? Yes.
2263. How many acres do you occupy ? 2,560. One of my sons holds 1,153 acres, and the other, like
myself, has a full block.
•2264. Where is your place situated ? Nearly at the head of the Bogan, from 36 to 38 miles from here.
2265. How long have you been there ? Four years.
2266. You have not yet complied with the residence clause? No.
2267. Had you been living in the district prior to your becoming a selector ? Only about two months before.
2268. Where did you come from ? The Tumut.
2269. Had you been living in that district ? Yes, off and on for thirty /ears.
2270. Do you cultivate much ground ? No, I cultivate about 10 acres of wheat or hay, that is all.
2271. Have you tried to grow wheat, or grain? No.
2372. Why ? It would not be worth our while to grow it, on account of the distance to take it to market. 
2273. It would be cheaper to buy flour and to cart it out than to grow wheat ? Yes, considering that it 
would have to be reaped and then threshed with a flail.
2374. Do you grow sufiBcient hay for your own consumption ? I have not done so yet,
2275. What are you grazing ? Sheep. t .
2276. Which way do you send your wool? By Parkes one year, and by Narromine the next.
2277. Which is the cheapest? At present, Narromine.
2278. You know the proposed railway route ? Not from Molong to this place ; but I know tho district to 
the west and north-west of this.
2279. Will the construction of the proposed line bring you closer to a railway than you are at present ? 
Yes, a little closer ; it will save extra railway freight. It will be better for me to bring all my produce 
to Parkes.
2280. As being the shorter and less expensive route ? Yes.
2281. The whole of your produce, at present, must find its way to the Sydney market ? Yes.
2282. No matter who you sell to in the district? Exactly. 1 _ _ _
2283. Are there many selectors in your part of the country ? Yes ; all the land available for selection in 
my part is taken up, although four years ago I was by myself—there was not one selector within 8 or 
9 miles of me.
2284. Is there much land available for selection ? There will be when the leasehold areas of the runs are
resumed, but not until then—there will be a great deal then. _
2285. How much will be available then ? I do not know the extent of the runs. There are thirty 
selectors where I am, on the run, and I suppose there will be room for as many more when the leasehold 
area falls in.
2286. Are these runs in the Central division ? Yes.
2287. Consequently the leasehold area will not be available for some years to come ? No.
2288. Is there any Crown land at the present time outside of the pastoral leasehold ? There are some 
small reserves, that is all.
2289. All the other land is gone ? Yes, all round that part of the country.
2290. Your district, for a few years to come, is pretty well filled up ? Yes ; but in another locality, where 
the land is not so much talked of, there is land available, for instance on Boolgandramine, and on the 
Troughs. There were four or five different lots taken up there not long since.
2291. What run are you on ? G-enanagie.
2292. Is it a sheep run ? Yes. _
2293. How many sheep are carried by the lessee ? I cannot give you the exact number ; but 1 think about
35,000 this year.
2294. How many sheep have you and your sons ? At the present time not many—about 2,500.
2295. Do you say you have thirty neighbours on the one run ? Yes.
2296. How many sheep have your neighbours ? The number varies from 1,500 to 2,000.
2297. Will they average 500 ? Yes, they will go closer to 1,000. I should say that at the present time 
they would average from 800 to 900.
2298. In the aggregate, then, thirty selectors have about 34,000 sheep ? Yes.
2299. While the lessee has 35,000 ? Yes.
2300. Had you any sheep in 1888 ? Yes.
2301. Was that not a very dry year ? Yes. I had 4.000 sheep then.
2302. How did they stand the dry season ? Water was our only difficulty.
2303. Was the grass short ? No. 2304.
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2304. Did you lose your sheep from starvation ? A few old ewes.
2305. Had you to remove any to better pastures ? We removed 1,200 just as the drought was breaking up.
2306. Do you happen to know how the lessees’ sheep fared—were his losses^ heavy? Yes; there were
great losses on that station. I heard that they lost 5,000 or 6,000. '
2307. Had they to travel their sheep ? No. •
2308. I suppose I need hardly ask you whether you are a permanent, bona-fide settler ? I had every 
intention of being so when I first came, and I am of the same opinion still.
2309. As far as you can judge of the seasons and the quality of. the land, do you think you will make a
good living off your selection ? Yes, not only a living but a good deal beside. :
2310. Do you think you will do as others have done in the dry country—that is, stick to your place for 
years and then have to sell it ? I have not the slighest thought of doing so. I see no r.eason to suppose 
that I shall have to do so. I can not only live upon the land, but I think I can do well'there.
2311. Are there many dummies in your locality ? I do not believe that on that resumed Area there is one
dummy. I am positive there is no dummy belonging to the station. There are two exceptions, concerning 
which I do not know very much, but so.far as all the rest are concerned, I feel confident that they have 
taken up the land with a view to make it their home. -
2312. So far as the construction of this line to Parkes is concerned, the only difference it can make to you 
is that it will make Parkes your terminus instead of Narromine ? Oh yes, it will make more difference 
than that; it will give me less freight, and you must also consider the distance to the railway.
2313. But I thought that so far as cultivation is concerned you would be as far away from the railway 
station as you are now ? No ; it would make a difference.
2314. What difference ? I do not know the exact distance from Narromine ; but I think that if there 
were a railway to Parkes it would be 10 miles shorter to come here than to go to Narromine.
2315. Consequently Parkes would be your railway terminus ? Yes.
2316. Would it be sufficiently close to enable you to grow grain and cart it to the railway ? Yes; I 
should feel encourged to start the cultivation of grain, if there were a railway at Parkes.
2317. If a line were made across from Porbes to Dubbo, how would that suit you ? Of course that would 
suit me best, because it would come within 15 miles of me.
2318. Are you near Peak Hill ? About 14 miles in an easterly direction.

Mr.
T. Bridle.

27 Feb., 1890

Mr. Edward Nathan, sworn and further examined:—
2319. CJiairman.~\ I believe you wish to make a statement to the Committee ? Yes ; I am informed that ^r- 
the Mayor of Parkes, Mr. Bose, told the Committee this morning that the local agent of Cobb & Co. at Nathan. 
Parkes had informed him that he had taken, from January to October, 1889, £1,141. I told this to Mr. 27^b^l890 
Cottingham in the presence of Mr. Harwood and Mr. Strickland, and Mr. Cottingham said that Mr. e ' 
Bose had sworn a lie.* As the Committee will be in Orange in the course of a few days, I will give them 
an order to look at our books. That will prove to you that the statement made to you this morning is 
not true. We never took the money named by Mr. Bose, in even fifteen or seventeen months, from 
Parkes. Mr. Cottingham tells me that he never gave anyone any information about the matter ; in fact I 
do not know the actual receipts myself without going over the books. Mr. Cottingham used stronger 
language than I have used, and denied in toto that he had told Mr. Bose or any other person breathing 
his cash receipts. The firm’s books in Orange will show that the Committee had been told a palpable 
untruth. The highest money ever taken between Molong and Parkes in one month was taken when the 
diggers were running, and that was between £70 and £80. The Committee also have our permission to 
go to the bank where our money is deposited.

John Alexander Bose, Esq., sworn and further examined :—
2320. Ohairman.'] You have heard what Mr. Nathan has said with reference to Cobb & Co.’s receipts at J- A. Rose, 
Parkes ? Yes ; the figures I supplied as being the returns of Cobb & Co. were brought up to my place •E8<1- 
by Mr. Cottingham.
2321. Mr. Dowel.] Is the handwriting you produce that of Mr. Cottingham ? Some of it is ; I think a '
portion of it is in the handwriting of his wife. When he is examined by the Committee, I do not think
he will deny that. Mr. Nathan has said that to the best of his belief the highest monthly return was 
about £70 or £80. The figures I have here show for one month £97. If you like, I can give you each 
month as it has been given to me. The figures are not mine, and it is a matter of indifference to me. I 
am sure Mr. Cottingham would not give me the figures if they were not correct. The total given by 
Mr. Nathan is not correct. The total I gave this morning, as far as I can recollect, was £1,041—not the 
amount stated by Mr. Nathan.

Mr. John M‘Grath, sheep farmer, sworn and examined:—
2322. Chairman.] What is your occupation ? I am a sheep farmer, residing at Genanagie. Mr. J.
2323. What holding have you ? 2,360 acres. M'Grath.
2324. Has any land been taken up by your family ? None. /——\
2325. How long have you been a resident on this station ? About three years last November. 27 Feb., 1890.
2326. What use do you make of your land ? I graze sheep, principally.
2327. Is it all fenced in and improved? Yes, now.
2328. Is there sufficient water ? There is not a permanent supply yet, but there is a pretty fair supply.
2329. How many sheep have you ? 1,060.
2330. What number do you expect to be able to keep wffien the land is fully improved ? About 1,500
ewes—about one sheep to 2 acres. •
2331. Do you think that is a fair instance of the grazing capabilities of the whole of that part of the 
country ? I think that would be a fair estimate.
2332. You have not an exceptionally good selection ? No ; it is an average selection.
2333. How many selectors are there on that run ? About thirty altogether, I think.

2334.

* Note {on revision):—The fact is, that Mr. Cottingliam baa not taken that amount from all the roads during the time—• 
that is, Farkes to Molong, Forbes, Cowra, Grenfell, Toung, and Condoholin. •
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,Mr. ,, 2334 Are their holdings improved ? Some are, but some have only lately come to the district; some have 
J- M'Grath. 011]y fenced in and have not stocked.

2336. When they are all improved, do you think the grazing capabilities will be at the rate of one sheep
27 iebi, 1 §90. to 2 acreg p About that. .

' 2336. What is the average holding of these men ? They nearly all hold 2,560 acres—all with the excep
tion of six. There are about thirty selectors on the resumed area. .
2337. Tou are speaking of the resumed area of the G-enanagie holding ? Tes.

• 2338. I make the area you named about 70,000 acres ? Tes.
2339. And that you keep 35,000 sheep ? That would be about it.
2340. Do you know the number of sheep on the leasehold area ? I do not. _
2341. Which is the best part of the run ? 1 think the leasehold area is the best. They have taken in the 
permanent water.
2342. As far as the grazing capabilities are concerned it is equal to the resumed area ? Oh, yes; but the 
leasehold area is more improved.
2343. Tou really believe that in the course of a few years, when ajl these holdings are fairly improved, the 
land will carry the number of sheep you have just stated ? I believe it will.
2344. Where do you send your wool to ? I sent it to Narromine last year.
2345. In the event of a railway being constructed to Parkes where would you send it ? To Parkos—that 
being nearer to Sydney.
2346. Although the land traffic would be the same, the railway haulage would be considerably less ? Tes.

Mr. John Cusack, selector, sworn and examined :—
Mr. J.Cusack. 2347. Chairman!] What is your occupation ? I am a selector, residing at a place called Trundle, about 

——^ 40 miles to the north-west of Parkes.
27 Feb., 1890.2348. Mr. Dowel.] How long have you been in the district ? Nearly five years.

2340. Have you any local knowledge respecting other portions of the district P I have a fair knowledge 
of the country between Condobolin and Toung.
2350. What is the area of your holding, and what use do you make of it ? It is 2,560 acres. At present 
it is running sheep. I have some cattle.
2351. Is it improved and fenced in? Tes; it is fenced in.
2352. Is the land in your immediate vicinity occupied? Tes; by selection. Of course the squatter 
occupies the leasehold.
2353. What is the character of the country ? There is good land out there, both for agricultural and 
pastoral purposes.
2354. Have you put any land under agriculture ? Ten acres, I think, on my place.
2355. What crop do you put in ? Wheat, but for a hay crop only.
2356. Was it for your own consumption ? Tes.
2357. Is your experience sufficient to satisfy you that the land might be turned to good advantage under 
agriculture ? I am satisfied that it will grow an excellent crop in a fair season.
2358. How far is your holding from Parkes ? About 35 miles direct, but as we go, about 40 miles.
2359. Suppose a railway were constructed, would you bring your produce to market ? I should.
2360. Is there any particular point upon which you desire to give information ? No. All that I desire
to say is, that the district I am in is a rising district. I could give you a good deal of information about 
it. Even out there we shall soon have a town. The only place that is left available for settlement is a 
reserve on the main road. Within the last two years wo have had a public-house, a store, and a black
smith’s shop ; a church and school were erected more than two years ago ; now another public-house is 
going up, and I believe another church is about to be erected. Men who own some of the land fronting 
the main road are able to get a rental of £1 per acre per annum. I believe the G-overnment contemplate 
establishing a telephone station there. ,
2361. Tour experience in the district convinces you that it is a rising and thriving place ? Tes, certainly. 
When I came here first there was only one selector between here and Condobolin, but now upon one run

■ alone I can count sixty-five—I refer to Burrawang.
2362. Do you know the country between Eorbes and Condobolin ? I do. It is very good country indeed.
2363. Is it fairly settled upon ? Tes.
2364. In large or small areas ? On the direct road from Eorbes to Condobolin there are a good many
men holding from 320 to 640 acres. •
2365. Suppose a railway were constructed to Eorbes, would these people in Condobolin and along the 
valley of the Lachlan use the Eorbes railway station ? It would be just as easy to go to Parkes as to 
Eorbes. As far as I know the country, by keeping out in this direction you avoid the flood waters.
2366. Under these circumstances Parkes and Eorbes will be the two towns at which traffic will converge ? 
Tes ; they cannot get to any other place.
2367. Do you know the country between Condobolin and Wilcannia ? No.
2368. Have you grown vegetables in your district ? Tes ; they grow very well in a good season. In this

, season most excellent vegetables have been grown in the district.
’ 2369. Are there any orchards or vineyards planted in that direction ? No ; but there are gardens, with a

. few vines. .
‘ 2370. Generally speaking, the character of the settlement would be permanent ? Tes.

2371. Do you think the soil is sufficiently good to induce the present occupants to remain there ? There
can be no question about the soil. Of course the climate might be improved upon. The soil is as good 
as you could see anywhere. _
2372. Have you had a fair rainfall right through? Last year we had 13 inches—it is the driest year I 
remember. I had plenty of water—enough to last me six months longer than the drought. I think a 
few settlers who had just come, and who could not make water, had to leave, but that was all..
2373. Chairman.] Do the selectors or the lessees carry the greater number of sheep on a certain area ? I
was told on the Burrawang run there is a 90,000-acre paddock, of which Mr. Edols holds a third now. On 
the total area I believe he had more than 20,000 sheep.. I know that there are selectors on the land now 
who had 10,000 a man with four blocks. I refer to the Berry Brothers.
2374. Ill your case, do the selectors carry more sheep to the acre than the lessee ? I think so, decidedly, 
because the selectors as a rule have improved their land and have scrubbed it:
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Mr. James Drake, selector, sworn and examined-:—
2375. Ohairman.] Wliat is your occupation ? I am a selector, residing about a mile and a half frobi Mr. J. Drake. 
Trundle.
2376. In the same district as the last witness ? Tes. 27 Feb., 1890.
2377. What is the size of your holding ? Eight hundred acres. •
2378. Have you any children or brothers adjoining you ? No.
2379. What do you do with your holding ? I am doing nothing at present. I have not been here a great ■ 
while. I think it is a little over two years since the “ confirmation.”
2380. What have you taken up the land for ? With the prospect of a railway coming to this district. I 
intend to farm it. I do not think it would pay me to run sheep upon it alone.
2381. How many miles are you from Parkes? Thirty.
2382. If a railway were constructed, would it pay you to farm at that distance, and to cart your produce 
into Parkes ? I am sure it would.
2383. What sort of land is it ? The land I have is the general run of the country. I do not suppose it 
is any better or any worse than anyone else’s land. It is a fair average holding. It is nearly all fenced ' 
in. I have 6 acres grubbed.
2384. Have you had any crop in? No.
2385. What do you think of growing ? I was going in for wheat and maize.
2386. Tou think you would be in as good a position as people who are within a few miles of Parkes ? I 
should not be in as good a position, because I should have to cart further to tho railway.
2387. What sort of road is there between here and Parkes ? A bad road, at present.
2388. How would you cart in wet weather ? We should have to wait until it got dry. Going over a 
portion of the road this morning, it took my horse all his time to get out of it.
2389. The size of your holding would make it of no use for any other purpose than agriculture ? No.
2390. Tou have not taken up the land for the purpose of selling out again? No.
2391. Tou intend to reside on it? Certainly.
2392. Tou think that with the construction of this railway you would be able to grow crops upon it, 
and that it would pay you ? Tes.
2393. Have you^ever done any farming before ? Well, I have acted as a farm labourer in Victoria, South 
Australia, and New South Wales. I have farmed upon soil which is far inferior to the general run of 
the district I am now in. If farmers elsewhere can make farming pay I am sure I can.
2394. How far are you from Peak Hill ? About 40 miles.
2395. Then Parkes will be your natural market ? Tes. I have travelled all around the district, and I 
must say I never went over a better sample of country in the colonies.
2396. How long have you been in the colonies ? About fourteen years.
2397. Do you reckon you are a good judge of agricultural country ? I have had a very large
experience. I have been in the best farming districts in Victoria. I have ploughed the soil, reaped the 
crop, and put it into the machine afterwards. I have never seen better crops in Victoria than I saw at 
Kadina, about 30 miles from here. '
2398. Do you mean wheat crops ? Tes. I saw them stripping one crop in a paddock where they said it 
would average from 27 to 30 bushels to an acre. I could quite believe that, from the way it was coming 
oUt of the winnowing machine. I had been standing there hardly any time, before they had to put on 
another bag.
2399. Tou believe that the greater portion of this district would go in for agriculture if there was a
means of getting to market ? I am sure of it; it is a certainty. Most of the 2,560-acre men have 
nothing to do half the year, and they are not the kind of men who will sit down for six months ; they 
will till the soil, and get something out of it. '
24CO'. All this good laud is to the north-west and north of this township ? Tes.
2401. Were you here in the drought of 1888? Tes.
2402. What was your experience during that year ? Very few of the men had made any provision for 
a dry season—in fact, they had no time to put in any tanks.
2403. Did you see any of the. crops about here at that time ? Tes; I saw two crops, if not three. I saw 
Skinner’s, which was a very fair crop, considering the season. I saw two others. I knoxv that Francis 
stripped 12 bushels off his portion.
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Mr. Henry Alfred Croft, grazier, sworn and examined:—
2404. Mr. Lee.] Where do you reside ? At Trundle. Mr.
2405. How long have you been there ? Since 1882. H. A. Croft.
2406. What is your occupation ?• I am a grazier. r—
2407. Are you a free-selector ? I am a conditional purchaser. I hold two 1,280 acres. I and my family ^ Feb■, 1890, 
hold 2,560 acres.
•2408. Tou have heard the evidence given by other residents of Trundle? Part of it.
2409. Is there any particular point upon which you desire to give evidence ? None whatever.
2410. To what use do you turn your land ? Largely, grazing sheep.
2411. What is the outlook in that part of the district ? Very good.
2412. To what do'you look in the future as your chief means of support ? Grazing and agriculture, if we
have a market. '
2413. How far are you from Parkes ? Thirty-two miles.
2414. - Is that not too great a distance over which to cart grain to a railway ? No. Usually, the settlers 
consider that if they are within 20 miles of a railway, and can make one day’s stage with a load of wheat, 
they are all right. This line would be within 32 miles of us.
2415. Is there any nearer point on the line than Parkes which you could touch r No.
2416. Do you know anything of the route of the line between here and Forbes ? Tes. '
2417. Have you seen that country in very wet weather ? Tes. I have known it for the last twenty-eight
years. " '
2418. Have you known it to be in a flooded state ? Only at one place; and that is about IJ-mile this sidte 
of Forbes, which is known as Thomson’s Lead.

2419.
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Mr^ 2419. Although you have been a conditional purchaser for only a few years, you have been a resident in 
-A. ^r0“‘ the district for a number of years ? Tes.

27FeD^W90 24:20. Tou have seen something of the seasons? Tes.
.■ ’’ 1 2421. Have you seen the country almost deserted in consequence of the drought ? Tes.

2422. As that has happened before, may it not happen again ? I do not think so. There is bettor provi
sion now, so far as water is concerned—more water has been conserved.
2423. Have you known times in which many stock have perished in the district from starvation? Tes.
2424. I suppose the stock get so weak that they are unable to travel ? Tes.
2425. Do you think that if that kind of season were to happen again, and there was a railway here, it 
would be made use of by the stock-owners to send their starving stock to more favourable pastures ? I 
could not say. In some parts of the district there would be plenty of grass and water, when in other 
parts stock were perishing for the want of it.
2426. Supposing that in the near future the country were thoroughly opened by the railway, you would 
be able to send stock from Dubbo to Werris Creek, and thence into the New England country ;—do you 
think it likely that the owners of starving stock would send their sheep in that direction ? Certainly, if 
they had the opportunity.
2427. Would it pay them to do so? Tes.
2428. Can you assure the Committee that many thousands of stock have perished in consequence of their 

. being unable to get away? Tes.
2429. Still you think that the same straits are not likely to occur again, inasmuch as better provision of 
water has been made ? Tes.
2430. Do you not think, however, the district is likely to suffer in the event of our having a long drought ? 
Tes. No doubt we should suffer indirectly, but I think we could hold our own here, situated as we are 
now. I am judging from my experience of the drought of 1888.
2431. How do you conserve water ? By tanks.
2432. About what size ? Two thousand yards would be about the average.
2433. How many months’ supply would that hold ? A tank of that sort would supply from 1,200 to 1,500 
sheep for twelve months.
2434. An ordinary selector of about your standing would have about that number of sheep ? Tes.
2435. If he had two years’ drought, where would he be ? I have never known a season without having 
a stray shower, and with tanks well supplied with drains, 1 inch of rain would give a good supply. Where 
you depend on the natural courses it will all disappear in two or three days.
2436. As a rule, water is conserved in good seasons ? Well, you could not conserve it in bad.
2437. Could you make provision for bad seasons ? Tes.
2438. Consequently, you would make provision for what in your judgment would be as long a dry season 
as you would be likely to have ? We should try to do so.
2439. But a two years’ drought is an unusual drought ? Tes.
2440. Consequently, you would, as a rule, provide for one year’s drought ? Tes.
2441. In which case a two years’ drought would be disastrous ? Tes.
2442. Could you cultivate land in your district in a dry season ? Eairly well.
2443. Would there be any certainty of getting a crop ? I saw a fair crop of good land in 1888.
2444. But the season might have been moderate when the ground was tilled and planted ? No doubt it 
was a fairly moderate season when the seed was sown.
2445. Having the knowledge of the country which you possess, and knowing the object of our inquiry, can 
you conscientiously say that the line proposed from Molong to Parkes and Porbes is the line which will 
serve the largest number of people in this district ? I could not say that. I can only tell you of the 
progress of my own district. In 1882, I was the only selector within 15 or 20 miles.
2446. Do you think the railway could be carried in a better direction—that is, in a direction which will 
better serve the interests of this part of the colony ? No.
2447. Supposing you were constructing a line yourself, expecting it to be a paying speculation, into the 
Lachlan Valley, which way would you take it ? The nearest route.
2448. Which would be the nearest route ? Prom Molong.
2449. Going into the valley from Porbes ? I mean as far as Trundle is concerned.
2450. But I mean a railway having in view the opening up of the Lachlan Valley ? I think the route via 
Parkes would be the best, having regard to the settlement outside of Parkes itself. Tou can start from 
Parkes, and to my knowledge there is only about 9 miles of a blank in the line of settlers all the way to 
Condobolin ; there is a continuation of settlements, all adjoining one another.

■ 2451. If the line were constructed to Porbes, would not the residents of Condobolin be more likely to use 
' Porbes as a railway terminus ? Beyond Condobolin people might, but the people to the north would not,

2452. Are there many selectors between here and Condobolin ? Almost all the way ; there is a blank of
■' • only 9 miles, and that is about 15 miles from Parkes.

2453. A fair proportion of selectors, then, would be as close to Parkes as to Condobolin ? Tes.
2454. How would they stand between Condobolin and Porbes ? There are no selectors between those places. .
2455. What is the character of the country ? It is very good grazing country,butmost of it is flooded country.
2456. Is it cultivated to any extent ? Only on the banks of the river.
2457. Is the land between Condobolin and this place cultivated to any extent? No.
2458. It is used chiefly for grazing ? Tes.
2459. But it is more largely settled upon than the country between Porbes and Condobolin ? Tes.
2460. Tou regard yourself as permanently settled in this district? Tes.
2461. Is your occupation a profitable one ? Tes ; it has been for the last two years.
2462. Have you had a sufficiently lengthy experience of the dry seasons in this part of the country to be
able to form an opinion as to whether your occupation can be carried on profitably for a term of years ? 
Tes. '
2463. Tou are quite satisfied upon that point ? Tes.
2464. What applies to you will apply to others ? Tes.
2465. If you can make it pay others can ? Tes.
2466. Do you think there is any probability that in the course of a few years you will find yourself subject 
to such droughts and other drawbacks of that kind that you will be glad to sell to the pastoral tenant ?

Pour
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Pour years ago I was in difficulties and tried to sell out, I offered my land for 15s. an acre, and could liot Mr. 
get a buyer. I was the only selector in the district until 1884, that is on the north portion of . the 
Burrawong run, it consists of about 16,000 to 180,000 acres. All that resumed area is now taken up, and 
there is not a block left on it to my knowledge. ‘ '
24157. I suppose you remember Parkes when it was a very small place ? I remember it from the first.
2468. Has it increased of late years ? Yery much during the last three years.
2469. How do you account for that ? The increase of population—the increased area of land taken up to 
the north, to the west, and to the north-west.
2470. Mr. Dowel.'] Have the settlers in your district improved the country to such an extent that their 
lands will now carry more sheep than the lessee carries ? Yes; in the paddocks I selected there are 
supposed to be 96,000 acres. I had it on the authority of the overseer, that there were from 8,000 to 12,000 
sheep there. That was as much as the station could carry. It is called “ Trundle Paddock.” Since the 
place has been selected and improved, I suppose you would find there something like 60,000 sheep. I do 
not consider that it is more than a third stocked as yet, in fact a great many selectors on it have no stock 
whatever. Those with a few stock would carry, in a fair season, a great many more.
2471. Generally speaking then, the selectors have improved the carrying capacity of their holdings ? Yes.
In the drought of 1888 there were three brothers holding selections in one of the scrubbiest places in the .
country—they were pretty good judges of the soil. They paid 3s. 6d. an acre to get the land rung and , .
grubbed. All through the drought they carried 6,000 and 7,000 sheep on their three blocks.
2472. Are you of opinion that produce from the holdings to which you refer would be brought to Parkes, 
in the event of a railway being made here ? Certainly.

Mr. James Pox, grazier, sworn and examined:—
2473. Mr. Cox.] What is your occupation? I am a grazier, residing on the Bolderodgery pastoral holding, 
about 18 miles to the north.
2474. Do you know the country between Molong and Parkes ? Not particularly well.
2475. In the event of a railway being constructed to Parkes and Molong, would it be nearer your place
than Parkes, at any point ? No ; Parkes would be the nearest place. '
2476. You are a grazier only? Yes. There is no market for produce if we go in for agriculture.
2477. You have not tried agriculture ? No ; only on a very small scale.
2478. What is the area of your land ? 1,000 acres.
2479. How long have you had it? Since 1886.
2480. Is it well improved ? Yes.
2481. What stock do you keep on it? I am renting some country adjoining, upon which nearly one sheep lo 
the acre has been kept for the last twro years, on an average.
2482. Did you suffer much from the drought of 1888 ? 1 had no losses.
2483. What was the cause of the losses in that year ? Want of water.
2484. So that if you have made due provision for w!ater you can defy any ordinary drought ? Yes. It is 
very good land when it is ring-barked and water is made. It is as good agricultural land as any I have 
ever seen.
2485. Will it be profitable for cultivating your land in the event of a railway being constructed to Parkes? 
I should cultivate very largely. Neighbours of mine have put in crops this year and last year.
2486. Where do you expect to find a market ? Parkes will be our market, I suppose, in the first instance. 
We are depending on a railway for the conveyance of our produce further.
2487. Would it pay you to grow grain at your place and to send it to Sydney ? Yes. .
2488. At how much per bushel could you grow it ? I think it could be grown at 3s. a bushel.
2489. Deducting 9d. for trainage that would still leave a profit ? Yes. We could not grow it under 
2s. 6d.
2490. If you got 3s. Od. in Sydney you could grow it at a profit and grow it largely ? Yes.
2491. What sort of crops did your neighbours get ? Prom 20 to 30 bushels per acre.
2492. In a season like this, or in a fair average season ? In a fair average season.
2493. It would pay you to cultivate in the event of your getting a fair price ? Yes.
2494. You keep nearly a sheep to the acre ? Yes. '
2495. What is the profit on a sheep ? 3s.
2496. You can make much more by cultivating ? Yes. My neighbours have been paying attention to the 
subject. This year and last they have been growing crops. The whole of the Bolderodgery resumed area, 
about 70,000 acres, has been taken up and selected since 1885, principally by agriculturists—men from 
Victoria and the Biverina.
2497. Has it not struck you that your market should be out west and north rather than to the coast?
It would depend upon circumstances, sometimes it would pay to send flour to Nyngan and to the north 
it would depend upon the price. ’
2498. How much further to the west can grain be profitably grown down the valley of the Lachlan ? - I 
think it can be grown about 40 or 50 miles west of Parkes, out the Troffs way.
2499. So that west and north there is an enormous area capable of being cultivated profitably ? An 
immense area. A large area has been taken up within the last few years.
2500. In the event of a railway being constructed it would be largely taken advantage of by agricul
turists ? Yes, we have the right sort of men in this district—they have taken up larger holdino-s so 
that they can eventually combine grazing with agriculture. ° ’
2501. Is there any further information you desire to give the Committee ? I should like to impress on
their minds the large area of land which has been taken up to the north and to the north-east__all the
available land on Coobang, Bolderodgery, Genanagie, and Coragery. They are all something like 30 miles 
from Parkes, and every available acre has been taken up.
2502. Are you aware that a large area of land round about Parkes is locked up in a gold-field ? Yes • and
there is a great deal in railway reserves. ’
2503. _ Do you think that in the interests of the country this land should continue to be locked up ? No •
especially under the more recent Act, having regard to the rights given to the diggers. ’

Mr. J. Fox. 
27/Feb!^1890-

2504,
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Mr. J. Fox. 2504. It is an immense loss to the country, you think, to have this immense area locked up ? . Tes. . .
2505. In the event of a large portion of this land being thrown open, you imagine a material addition

27 Feb., 1890. wolj]fl ]3e macle to the welfare and prosperity of Parkes ? Tes. _
2506. Do you know whether any steps have been taken to apply to the G-overnment to have this land thrown 
open ? Tes, I believe so. I think it would realize a very large figure if it were put up at auction.
2507. Has any land been sold by auction here within the last few years ? Only town allotments; 
very few in the country.
2508. Are you aware what the allotments realized ? No. _ _ _
2509. The land round here, having an exceptional value, would fetch more than that upset price, if it 
were sold at auction or proclaimed as special areas ? Tes ; certainly.

Mr. James Orimmett, selector, sworn and examined
Mr.J. 2510. Chairman^] What are you ? I am a selector.

Grimmett. 2511. In this district ? Tes.
2512. Mr. Doioel.] How long have you resided here ? About four years.

27 Feb., 1890. .2513, in what part of the district is your holding ? On Bolderodgery, at Kadina.
2514. Is the country in your district pretty well occupied ? Tes.
■2515. Are the holdings of a good character ? Remarkably so.
2516. Are they well improved ? Tes. .
2517. Is a permanent population settled there? Tes.
2518. What is the population engaged in ? Grazing, combined with agriculture.
2519. What crops are generally grown ? Wheat, corn, and oats. The oat crops were remarkably good 
this year, also the wheat crops.
■2520. What was the yield of those crops ? About 40 bushels of oats to the acre, and from 27 to 30 

" bushels of wheat.
' 2521. Does that agree with your experience of the past four years ? It has been my experience for three 

years.
2522. Have you any of your own holding under cultivation ? Eighty acres.
2523. What have you grown ? Wheat and corn.
2524. What distance are you from Parkes. Twenty miles.
2525. In what direction do you lie ? Direct north.
2526. Supposing this railway were constructed from Molong to Parkes and Eorbes, would all the settlers 
in the .district to which you refer bo served by it? Tes ; they would bring their produce to Parkes. .
2527. Have you a good knowledge of the country roundabout here? I have in the immediate district, 
but not at a great distance from Parkes. I have travelled within 30 or 40 miles of Parkes.
2528. Are you of opinion that the people will be served by the construction of this line ? I am sure they 
will go largely into cultivation within that radius. I think they would combine agriculture with grazing ; 
that is what they are talking about—that is what I think will lie their future occupation.
•2529. What would be the cost of the carriage of wheat from your district to Parkes ? If times were hard 
I think we could get it done for about 3d. a bushel. If a farmer carted his own produce it would not 

, cost him more than Id. a bushel; he could cart it with his own team for 20 miles at that price. I have 
carted my produce this year to Quin’s mill with my own team, and I have done it inside Id. a bushel.
2530. Since you have been cultivating have you found any difficulty in disposing of your crops ? No 
difficulty so far, but the demand has not been so very great.
2531. Do not you think that the putting in of a few more thousand acres would glut the market, and that 
there would be no sale for the produce here unless there is a railway to convey it ? Certainly.
2532. Under these circumstances you will not cultivate any more until you are satisfied that the railway
wilt "be brought to Parkos ? Tes, that is the opinion of almost every individual in my district—they are 
just waiting for a railway to be constructed and then they will go into cultivation largely. There are one 
or two who have been very sanguine in the past who have believed that the railway would come at sometime, 
and who have gone in for agriculture. I shall have 100 acres in this year, and I. hope to see a railway to 
take the produce down to Sydney. ■
2533. Then I understand that the construction of a railway would be of material advantage to all the
settlers in your district ? Tes. ‘
2534. It will very much stimulate the agricultural industry ? Tes. . ,
2535. What is the quantity of the grain you grow ? I believe it is equal to anything grown in the world.
2536. And you have no fear about competing with people in other districts ? None whatever. We could 
compete with any district in the world in the growth of grain, and I say that, having been connected with 
agriculture for the last twenty-five years. My experience in the district has not been so very large, but 
I believe we can grow here crops which for quantity and quality will be equal to anything grown in any 
wheat-growing country in the world.
2537. Have you had any flour made from your wheat? I have. I have sent some to a baker at Peak 
Hill. I sent there a good quantity which had been ground at Quinn’s mill. One baker told me it was 
the best new flour he had ever made up in his life, and another said it was quite equal to anything he had 
ever made up.

■ 2538. Then the quality of the flour made from your wheat is very good ? Eirst-class.
2539. Do you know anything of the Peak Hill country ? Tes. .
2540. Do you think the Peak Hill people would do business with Parkes if a railway were constructed?
If a railway were constructed they certainly would. The greater part of their business would be done 
with Parkes. ,
2541. What is the distance of Peak Hill from Parkes? About 30 miles, and it is about 35 miles from 
Dubbo.
2542. Have you been over the country between hero and Peak Hill ? Many times.
2543. Do you know its character? I know it well; it is all chocolate loam of first-class quality. There 
are a few patches of a sand-stony nature, and some of slate; but the land is suited for agriculture and 
pasture combined. It is a fairly watered country.
2544. What is the timber like ? Tellow box and pine, and there is a good deal of ironbark on some of
the ridges. 2545.
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2545. Is the pine good ? Tes ; very good.
2546. Were you cultivating in 1888 ? Tes.
2547. What crop did you get ? I got 8 bushels to the acre that year, and I got 7s. 6d. a bushel for it.
2548. So that it paid you ? Yery well indeed.
2549. Have you heard that in 1888 some of the farmers were gathering what little wheat they had with 
their hands and putting it into bags ? I never heard of that.
2550. Getting as much as two and three bags of straw and wheat combined to the acre ? I think that is 
a false report.
2551. If a Government official told you that would you be inclined to believe him ? No; I think it is a 
misrepresentation.

Mr. J. 
Grimmett.

27 Feb., 1890.

Mr. Joseph Westcott, farmer and grazier, sworn and examined:—■
2552. Chairman.'] What is your occupation ? I am a farmer and grazier. Mr. J.
2553. Where do you reside ? At Kadina. Westcott.
2554. What is the size of your holding ? I have a small farm—about 1,700 acres.
2555. How much have you under cultivation ? About 100 acres. ' ,27 Feb.,1890.
2556. What have you on the rest of the land ? Cattle and sheep.
2557. How many sheep ? About.3,000. .
2558. Have you any rented land besides that ? No. ,
2559. How long have you had that number of sheep ? I bought some some little time ago. I have not
had 1,000 of them very long. I carry about 2,500 all the year round.
2560. Do you constantly carry that number ? From 1,000 to 2,500.
2561. What do your improvements consist of ? The land is fenced, ringbarked, and scrubbed.
2562. Have you many artificial waterholes on it ? I have an undercurrent running through my farm. I
do not know the extent of water in it.
2563. Tou have had no difficulty with water ? None whatever. There were over 10,000 sheep all through 
the drought of 1888 watering at my place.
2564. How long have you had this land ? I have been living here about sixteen years.
2565-6. Do you intend to extend your agricultural area ? I do.

■ 2567. Do you think that farming would pay you better than sheep, when you have land that would' carry
such a large number ? Farming would pay me very well on account of my having a family,-if I could
only get away the produce.
2568. The reason you have not more than 100 acres under crop is that you have not a ready market ? Te's:
2569. If there were a railway here, so that your produce could be sent away from the district, it would pay 
you to farm more ? Tes ; I could go into any extent of farming then.
2570. Tour land is quite good enough for farming ? Tes. I have just done threshing 45 bushels of oats'
to the acre. '
2571. Had you any wheat in this year ? Tes ; it returned from 25 to 30 bushels to the acre.
2572. Is not yours an exceptional piece of land ? It was chosen by myself, and I have had some little’ 
experience.
2573. Tou must be a pretty good judge to choose a piece like that ? I think I am. I was brought up to 
farming, and I have some idea as to what a piece of land is worth.
2574. What part of the old country do you come from ? Devonshire.
2575. What other parts of this colony have you been in ? I landed in Melbourne in 1859, but since’ 1862 
I have been in this district.
2576. Did you do any farming in Victoria? No ; I was at the gold-fields there.
2577. Do you know much of this district beyond your own place ? I know it pretty well for 100 miles found.
2578. Tou know that there is also a projected line from Borenore to Forbes? Tes.
2579. Which line of these two do you believe to be the best in the interests of the general public ? The 
line from Molong to Parkes. On the northern side of that line there is a large tract of agricultural 
land. I occasionally have business in Sydney, and I go by Cumnock on to the Bell River into, Molong.
The distance from Kadina to Molong is only 45 miles, and it is 20 miles north of Parkes ; the whole of 
the road from Molong to Bolderogery is settled with farms—there are farms on either side of the road.
The line from Molong would assist the northern settlers about Dilga, Cumnock, Goodfitch,. and Bolde
rodgery ; it would serve all the farms there.
2580. How far would Goodritch be from this proposed line ? It would be the furthest of any of the’ 
places I have mentioned. I reckon it would be fully 25 miles from the nearest point on the line.
2581. How far is Goodritch from Wellington ? About 30 miles.
2582. Tou do not know anything of the country south of the other line towards Canowindra ?. I have' 
been over that country.
2583. From your knowledge of that country do you think that the country you speak of, to the north of 
the proposed line, is equal to it? I am satisfied that it is equal to it for purposes of agriculture.
2584. Tou think it would be quite as much settled upon, and that quite as large an area would be put 
under cultivation ? I believe as much, or more. I have been through the district twice this spring,, and 
I saw large and heavy crops.
2585. Have you ever known a total failure of the crops in your district ? Never.
2586. Even in 1888 you still had something to gather ? I reaped a fair crop in that season, but of course, 
not half the crop I reaped this year.
2587. Do you know the rainfall iu your district ? I am not quite sure about it. I do not keep a register.
2588. Mr. Lee.] Tou know Bolderodgery ? Tes. •
2589. There appears to be a large quantity of Crown lands there ? Tes.
2590. Is the pastoral holding pretty large ? Tes.
2591-2. Are you sure that there is a continuation of farms all the way through from Kadina to Molong,?
Tes. But I may state that there is a large leasehold area at Bolderodgery and at Warraberry.

Mr,
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Mr. Richard Wright, mining manager, sworn and examined :
Mr. 2593-4. Chairman] What is your occupation ? I am mining manager of the Bushman’s Hill Company. ■ 

Wright. 2595. Mr. Lee] Where is that mine situated? About half-a-mile from where you are sitting, due north. 
—*----- - 2596. Has it been in work for any length of time ? It was worked twenty-six or twenty-seven years ago,

1890. and j believe soine £40 000 or £50j000 worth of gold was taken out of it.
2597. How long have you been managing the mine ? A little over eighteen months. I have just finished
cleaning up from a new make of stone, quite different from anything that the original workers got, it gave 
a yield of 2 oz. 4^ dwt. to the ton. _
2598. How many tons of stone ? There "were 12 tons at the trial.
2599. What depth are you working at ? About 140 feet, underlay measurement. , .
2600. This mine, in particular, is showing every sign of permanence ? Yes, I am satisfied on that point.
2601. Is it being worked profitably to the shareholders ? It will be. 0 t j j- i „ T .
2602. Is there any special reason why the mine was knocked off some years ago ? I do not know ; 1 w as
here seventeen years ago. . . .
2603. As mining manager ? Yes. t , -i ji j? ,•
2604. What was the state of the field then ? My opinion is that they did not understand the formation

. of the country, and I do not thinfi the majority of the people understand it now. _ .
2605. You have had considerable experience since then on other gold-fields ? Yes, since that time I have
been endeavouring to get capital to come back here and test the place. I am trying to prove that I am 
right in my idea as to the formation of the country. I am quite satisfied that we have a belt. of country 
from half-a-mile to 2-§- miles in width, which wall show anyone who understands mineralogy or 
geology that we have a formation running from Rorbes upwards—it is alluvial upon the river flats ; it 
shows itself at the Pinnacle, and from that point to Tom Ingly you have a dyke formation. It may seem 
exaggeration on my part, but I am quite satisfied that I am right in my idea. You have a formation ot 
from half-a-mile to 2^- miles in width, with leaders running through and intersecting it in all directions. 
You may be under the impression that you are working in a particular reef, but if you drive a tew feet to 
the north or south you will cut another one—you will say “ I have got another reef. have no such
thing, you are working in an immense dyke formation. When people understand this formation I am 
satisfied that they will comeback to this district, and that in fifty years time you will see no less than
10,000 men at work in it. T ,
2606. How far does this formation extend through to the north ? It extends through from Cooper s
Creek. If the land on either side of this belt of auriferous country for 40 miles were absolutely barren, ana 
would not grow a pumpkin, I am satisfied that the district from Porbes to Tom Ingly, from its mineral 
resources alone, is sufficiently rich to demand a railway. _ _ . . ..
2607. In your opinion then, the auriferous nature of the country in itself would be suifacient to yustaty 
the Government in extending the railway system-to Parkes? Yes, wre have had convincing PH10* o* that 
within the last twelve months. Look at the Hazelhurst property. I am given to understand that there 
are twenty-five men now working on it; wdien in full work forty men will be employed. I have an interest 
in a mine in which Melbourne capital is involved, where they propose putting in twenty-five men. A 
little south of that .there is the Koh-i-noor, and between Koh-i-noor and Hazelhurst there ^lu® larkcs 
Deep Sinking Company, Preeman and party, Moulden and party, and the Gladstone Gold-mming 
Company. These companies are in existence to-day. Then there is Quayle s on the Mhor side, the 
Bushman’s, the Dayspring, and Burt’s. All these mines are at work. I am quite satisfied that within 
twelve months there will be twenty-five men employed in almost every one of these mines.
2608. Mining has revived of late years ? Yes. _ _ t -n i j »i .
2609. Is there much alluvial mining being done now ? There is a great revival at the Peak and Alectown.
2610. Prom your previous knowledge of this district many years ago, and the knowledge you have 
subsequently gained, you are of opinion that its auriferous deposits are very great, and that there is every 
probability of its sustaining a large population ? Yes. .fudging from the description I have heard of 
Delaney’s Dyke, if anyone would come underground with me wdio has seen tlm dyke, I think 1 could 
show it to him here ; there is a very similar formation, 40 feet wide, at the head of the old London lead. 
It is in this belt of auriferous country I have been speaking of.
2611. "What is the formation you have here ? Quartz.
2612. Mr. Cox] As a practical miner, are you aware that there is a large extent of the country barred
from selection in this neighbourhood—some 160,000 acres ? 1 did not know that. . ,
2613. Presuming that to be the case, would it not be to the interests of the community that it should be 
thrown open, reserving only those particular pieces of country, of which you have spoken ? If it were 
necessary for agriculturists to have it, most certainly. The miners, I understand, are protected under 
the new Act.
2614. You know of no reason why all this grand piece of country should not be thrown open at once
for settlement ? Certainly not. . ...
2615. You, as a digger, have no objection to the land being thrown open to selection . I think you 
would have to reserve a tract of country 5 or 6 miles wide.
2616. Suppose you did that, and that you threw open all the rest, would not that be advantageous to the 
community ? I have not given the matter my consideration. If the miner is protected, and can get on 
to reserved land or selected land, then, of course, you could throw it all open. ....
2617. Mr. Dowel] You are aware that the discovery of gold caused Parkes to springinto existence? Yes.
2618. Are you aware that the gold-field reserve, to which reference has been made, comprises 166 square
miles ? No. _ ,
2619. Are you quite sure that it is desirable that all this land should be throwm open to selection . I
would not throw open the whole of it for selection, certainly not. . .
2620. But you said just now that you would? If you .would be robbing the miner in any way, or would
be putting him to any trouble, I should say no. If the miner would have no trouble ip getting on to the 
land when he wanted to look for gold, I should say let it be thrown open. .
2621. You know that under the recent Land Act, to which reference has been made, the miner will have
great difficulty in getting on to the land ? Then I would not throw the land open for selection, I would 
keep it a reserve. ,
2622. You have prospected a good deal in this country? I have taken a good dcfll Of notice ot the
poputry, as I have been through it, and I have worked in many places in it, §633,
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2623. Prom your general knowledge, should you say that the country round hero for a radius of
was auriferous ? Certainly. _ _
2624. Still, you think that the mining interests should he sacrificed to the agricultural interests, 
the land should be selected in preference to the miners having full possession of it ? I should 
the miners full possession of it. ■
2625. What is the width of some of these reefs ? 40 feet. _
2626. What is the width of the reef in the mines to which you have referred as being worked at the
present time ? The formations are from 4 to 7 feet. _
2627. What is the width of the reef in the mine of which you are the manager? It will average about
1 foot of stone. '
2628. Is the ore of a refractory character ? No. _ _ _
2629. Do you know the pyrites of the district ? No. The Dayspring, I believe, contains a fair per
centage. _ _
2630. What is the distance from Tomingly to the Pinnacle ? I believe the distance from Parkes to
Tomingly is 45 miles ; the distance from here to the Pinnacle would also be 45 miles—a distance in all of 
90 miles. . . . . •
2631. You anticipate that in the course of a few years there will be 10,000 miners in this district ? I am 
sure of it. .1 think thirty yearg time will see that number employed between the two points I have named.
2632. You believe in the permanence of the mining industry of the district ? Yes. The mineral, 
resources are developing themselves, and are proving themselves to be of greater value every day. .

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE—EAILIVAY FltOM MOLONG TO PAEKES AND EOEBES.

20 miles Mr.
R. Wright.

and that.
say give 27 Feb., 1890.

FRIDAY, 28 FEBRUARY, 1890.
[The Sectional Committee met at the Court-home, Parkes, at 10 ».w.]

. present:—
JAMES EBENEZEE TONKIN, Esq. (Chaieman).

William Speingthoepe Dowel, Esq. | Chaeles Aleeed Lee, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Molong to Parkes and Eorbes.

Mr. Prancis Nicholls, farmer, sw'orn and examined:—
2633. Chair man.[ What is your occupation ? I am a farmer. F. Nicholls.
2634. Where do you reside ? On the Coobang Creek. .
2635. Have you resided there long ? Pourteen years. • 28Feb., 1890.
2636. How far is it from Parkes ? About 4 miles. . .
2637. Are your neighbours all farmers ? All farmers. They are there as thick as they can stick. .The 
whole of the land is taken up. My holding, including my son’s, is 1,200 acres.
2638. In what way do you utilize it ? We farm. I started farming about fourteen years ago, and I 
have had a good deal of experience as to the quality of the land. I have about 100 acres under crop. I 
am combining farming and grazing. I have sheep, horses, and cattle. My sheep number about 600.
2639. What cattle have you ? About twenty head of cattle.
2640. And horses? About twenty. _
2641. Is that the ordinary quantity of stock you carry ? That is about it. _ ■
2642. Will you give us your idea of the capabilities of this part of the country ? Yes. I have machinery ;
I go out stripping, threshing, and chaff-cutting, and I have an opportunity to see other people’s crops as 
well as my own. I know pretty well what the yield has been for the last fourteen years. I heard some 
questions asked about the drought of 1888. We had one bad year beside that, in. fourteen years.. Even 
in those years we grew as much as the general average in South Australia. That is what I like this place ■ 
for; in the greatest drought we get a fairish crop. _ _ _ _
2643. Then in the bad seasons you would average 8 or 9 bushels ? That is my experience, and it is the
experience of my neighbours as well as mine. We have gone up to 40 bushels to the acre. With the 
exception of two years, I have seldom had under 18. About six years ago there was a dry year, and the 
crops then were much the same as they were in 1888. . _
2644. Have you done any farming in any other part of the colony ? In Victoria. I was born and bred
a farmer in England. I know what good land is when I see it. .... '
2645. What comparison does this land bear with the land you were farming in Victoria? I never saw 
two districts more alike than this district and the Ovens district, for the produce of wheat and fruit, also 
minerals. I have been mixed up a little in mining in the thirty-eight years I have been in the. country.
2646. Do vou think this portion of the country is in a progressive state ? There can be no mistake about
that. 4
2647. Have you seen a large increase in the population since you have been here ? I have seen it go 
back, but it is gradually increasing now. I am settled upon one of the old farms. You may say, How is 
it you are not making a better show ?” We found we were growing more than we had a market for. To 
my own knowledge there have been hundreds of tons of hay destroyed for want of a market. I have 
known cases in which persons have had to throw off half the stack through the mice getting into it. The 
wheat has stood for two or three years for want of sale. I have a neighbour who has thrown all his land 
out of cultivation for the last two years, because there is no market. He has gone in for dairying and 
grazing.
2648. If you had this railway would you be able to pay the cost of transit to market where there would
be always consumption? I do. I pledge my word, if I live, that if this line from Molong'to Parkes is 
made, I will have 2 acres under cultivation i'or every 1 I have at the present time. I am expressing the 
intentions of the other farmers in the district, judging from my conversations with them. . ■
2649. You think that the market price for farm produce in Sydney and other places where there is a large
consumption, will be such that you will be able to grow here at a profit? I wish I could send away a-few 
hundred tons of hay and chaff at tho price which is now ruling in Sydney. I may say that I have spent 
twenty-eight years in the qeighbourhood pf Porbes, $ few years at Grenfell, foqcl the remainder of my time 
fit this place, ' ; ‘ ’ ' 3850,



2650. Is the Porbes district equal to this district for agricultural purposes ? I think not. I tried a small
piece of cultivation at Porbes myself. As soon as the dry weather sets in, the soil commences to bake and 
crack ; it will not stand the dry weather as well as the soil in this district. . ^
2651. Mr. Bowel.'] Tou have had considerable experience in threshing;—hovr many steam threshers arc 
there in this district ? As far as I know there are no steam threshers in the district. Mine is a horse 
thresher. As I said before, farming has been going backwards rather than forwards through tho want of 
a market. I would have a steam-thresher instead of a horse thresher next year, if I thought the railway 
was coming here.

Mr. James Maher, miner, sworn and'examined :—
Mr. 2652. Chairman.] What is your occupation ? I am a miner. I have an orchard and vineyard 2 miles out 

of Parkes.
28 Feb 1890. 2653. Mr. Bowel,] How long have you resided in this district ? Pourteen years.

’’ ' 2654. What occupation have you followed ? Mining and farming.
2655. Have you a selection ? No ; but I have an orchard and vineyard.
2656. What is the extent of your holding ? About 2 acres.
2657. Have you prospected the country round Porbes ? No ; I was on both routes with Mr. Sharkey for 
eighteen months.
2658. Tou know both routes ? Tes ; all but two sections on the other line. .
2659. Were you employed by Mr. Sharkey ? Tes.
2660. He was then in the Government service ? Tes.
2661. Have you had many opportunities to explore the country ? Tes, a good deal. I was on both sides 
of the line during the time 1 was with Mr. Sharkey.
2662. Having been over the line from Molong to Parkes and Porbes, will you tell the Committee what is 
the character of the country generally on that line ? It is very good country. I have done a good deal 
of farming, and I have not seen better. To my mind this line has four advantages. It is \vell timbered 
for 22 miles with ironbark. In the next place it cannot be beaten for stone for making culverts; ther are 
blocks of stone on the Plagstone Creek line of from 5 tons to a cwt.; it is a sort of freestone. Then, 
again, the country is never liable to be flooded, and it cannot be beaten for agriculture. There is not above 
6 miles which can be truthfully described as barren country.
2663. The line is settled fairly well then ? Fairly well. There is only a break of a few miles, and if the 
railway were constructed all the' land would be taken up on both sides if it were available for selection.
2664. Does the settlement to which you refer appear to be of a permanent character ? Tes ; the farmers 
are all bona-fide selectors.
2665. Tou were with Mr. Sharkey on the survey from Borenore to Porbes ? Tes.
2666. Can you give the Committee any information about that line ? We surveyed from Borenore to 
within half a mile of Cudal. In that portion of the line you come across Keenan’s swamp, about 15 
miles from Orange.
2667. Did you go over the survey through the swamp ? Tes, I was over every bit of it. The marked 
line goes through some very bad country. There is no bottom at some places. No trial holes were put 
down, but we could not avoid the swamp. We had to cross about 12 chains of it, and on a part of that I 
think there is no bottom. Mr. Sharkey was standing by while we were chaining this place, and he got 
bogged up to his breast. It took both of us to pull him out.
2668. Having noticed that swamp, did you see any signs of flood marks ? Tes ; I took particular notice 
of all the flood marks as we came along.
2669. Is that part of the country liable to be flooded ? Tes.
2670. Did you notice the height of any of the marks ? Tes; I noticed that in some places the railway, 
unless it ran pretty high, would be covered.
2671. Do you know of any country through which the line could be taken to avoid the swamp to which 
you have referred ? No, except under great expense.
2672. Do you know that at certain times the traflic on the road from Porbes to Eugowra has to be 
abandoned ? I was at Murga with a team, and could not get by for a week.
2673. Is that often the case ? Pretty often, I think.
2674. Have you heard of the height to which the water rises in flood time ? Mr Sharkey has the records 
of some of the places, but I cannot remember them now.
2675. Which of the two lines do you think it is advisable to construct ? I would take the Plagstone Creek 
line in preference to the other line. We crossed the Mandagery Creek five times, from Long’s Corner to 
Eugowra.
2676. Independently of every other consideration, you consider that the line from Molong to Parkes is the 
safest and best to construct, from an engineering point of view ? By all means.
2677. Did you take any particular notice of the country on the Cudal line? Tes, I took particular notice. 
Prom Long’s Corner to Eugowra, at places, the land is not more than a quarter of a mile wide, from range 
to^range; that lasts until you get the Porbes side of Goimbla.
2678. Have you seen the settlement of both lines ? Tes, right through.
2679. On which side does settlement exist to the largest extent ? I think on the Molong line. In the 
first place there are three large land-holders from Borenore to Eugowra, and there are not many bona-fide 
selectors that I know of.
2680. Can you give the Committee any further information as to the settlement ? Well, I think the land 
from Eugowra to Porbes is also likely to be flooded, although I never was along the line there. I know 
the country from here to Condobolin, and out north for about 50 miles round.
2681. Supposing the railway were constructed to Parkes, would the Condobolin traflic come here ? Tes.
2682. Do you know the country between Porbes and Condobolin ? The road on the river is always liable 
to be flooded; it is a very bad road in winter time.
2683. Do you know the road between Parkes and Condobolin ? Tes.
2684. Which is the best route—from Condobolin to Parkes, or Coudobolin to Poihes ? Prom Condobolin 
to Parkes you pass through bettor country, and it is not likely to be flooded.
2685. Does it contain as large a proportion of settlement as the other road ? It is nowlwcll populated by
selectors. . '' - ' *
2686. Is the character of the soil good ? Tes.
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2687. Tou have told the Committee that you have had' considerable experience in mining ? Tes. Mr.
2688. Have you prospected the country in these parts ? Tes. Maher,
2689. Do you know the country between here and Peak Hill? I have been to the 10-MileEidges—no
further. & 28 Feb., 1890.
2690. "What is the character of the auriferous belt you can speak of from your own knowledge ? It is a
sandstone and slate formation. •
2691. Do you know of any good yield of gold being obtained? Tes, at Alec Elat.
2692. What is the population there at the present time ? I could not say. I suppose there would be 
between 700 and 800 bona-fide miners as nearly as I can remember.
2693. Do they trade with Parkes ? Principally with Parkes, I think.
2694. Erom your knowledge of the country between here and Peak Hill, should you say it was likely to 
sustain a large mining population? Tes ; it is very likely to do so, I think.
2695. Do you know of any particular yields of gold being obtained in this district ? The reefs have 
turned out well ; they have given from 8 to 10 oz. to the ton.
2696. Has the alluvial been rich ? Pretty fair. There is M‘G-uigan’s, the Tichborne, and the Wappiug
Butcher. ,
2697. Are the principal portion of the miners engaged in alluvial sinking or reefing? In both, pretty
well, I think. •
2698. What is the position of the miners ;^-do they seem to be doing fairly well ? Some are making a 
fair living, I think.

Mr. John Charles Quin, miller, sworn and examined :— .
2699. Chairman.~\ Tou are a member of the firm of M‘Gfee and Quin, and you have flour and saw- Mr.
mills ? Tes. J. C. Quin.
2700. Mr. LeeP[ Can you give any information respecting the wheat received at your mill ? Tes. '
2701. Have you the information in the shape of a return ? Tes. In 1887 we received 27,582 bushels of ^ Eeb., 1890 
wheat; in 1888, 21,707 bushels less than the year before.
2702. Why ? In 1887 we were doing a big business at Mount Hope. We were sending stuff there that
year—flour, chaff, bran, and pollard. That ceased, and that is the reason of the falling off. -
2703. - Had the bad season anything to do with it ? A good deal of the wheat was spoiled that year, and 
a lot went to Molong. Tho bad season had something to do with it.
2704. Then the wheat was not good enough for Mount Hope, but it was good enough for Molong ? Bad 
wheat will always sell in Sydney. The farmers take it down themselves to Molong. We would not buy.
2705. What about 1889 ? That was a poor year. We received 14,500 bushels. That was the quantity
which went through our mills. This year, up to date, we have received 11,700 bushels. '
2706. Has the threshing been completed in the district ? No. The steam thresher is starting at Bum
berry at the end of this week.
2707. How many pairs of stones have you in your mill ? Two pairs. It is a combination mill:—stones 
and rollers.
2708. Any other mills in the district ? There are no other mills at Parkes.
2709. Are you able to buy all the wheat produced by the farmers in this district ? I have not been doing
so up to now. Last year there was not enough. We had to import some from New Zealand and other 
places. '
2710. The crops were short in consequence of the drought ? Tes.
2711. Can you estimate the number of bushels in the district this year ? About 50,000, I think.
2712. Is this a good year ? It is a fair average year. We have had better years.
2713. Is there a larger area of land under cultivation this year ? There is a larger area than there has
been for a few years.. The district over-produced some seven or eight years ago.
2714. What is the quality of the wheat round about here ? Very good. .
2715. What do you do with the wheat after you have grown it? Our market is local, to the west and
north-west? We send flour as far as Mount Hope, Alectown,and The Peak. ...
2716. Do you send away to Sydney? It will not pay—it would cost us about Is. 3d. a bushel. '
2717. The larger portion of it would be taken up by the dray carriage ? Tes ; we could not get it down
from here to Molong for less than 9d. a bushel. * ' ...
2718. What is the distance from Molong to Sydney? About 216 miles ; and it is 50 miles frpm here to
Molong. ' '
2719. How many bags of wheat would go to a ton ? About ten bags—that is, 40 bushels.
2720. What are the present rates for the carriage of grain on the railway ? I do not know.
2721. Are you aware that the Commissioners have made a special rate for the conveyance of grain ? No.
2722. Tou have already sworn that it would cost you about Is. 3d. a bushel on your wheat from here to
Sydney, 9d. of which would be for the carriage from here to Molong, and 6d. for trainage thence to 
Sydney. I cannot understand that very well, because under the Commissioners’ rate the trainage to 
Molong would not be more than 4gd. a bushel? We had New Zealand wheat up from Sydney, delivered 
on our waggons at Molong. It cost us close upon 6d. on our waggons there. That includes Wright Heaton’s 
commission and incidental expenses. . '..........
2723. That explanation is very necessary. Now, supposing a line were constructed to Parkes, bringing 
you within 266 miles of the metropolitan market, and you could forward your wheat from here to Sydney
for 4|d. a bushel, would a large trade grow up in consequence ? Tes. " ■
2724. Could wheat be grown here and sent to Sydney at that rate at a profit to the growers ? At a large
profit. ■ . -
2725. What profit ? I can give you some idea from the returns in my own paddock in 1886. We have 
not grown largely since then. In 1886 we had two paddocks—122 acres. The cost of sowing and 
ploughing, including the seed, was £120 16s. 8d.; the stripping’ cost £83 10s.; or a total cost of 
£204 6s. 8d. We got 2,254 bushels of wheat. At the time it came into the mill we were giving 3s. a 
bushel. It would amount therefore to £368 2s. The wheat averaged, for 122 acres, about 20 bushels an
acre. There were about 14 bushels over. ' ■'
2726. Then you made a profit of about £164,or £1 7s. 2d. per acre net? Tes. .
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t • 2727. If you could forward your wheat to Sydney by train at a profit, would you be likely to compete in
J. U. Quin. Sydney with the imported flour ? We could compete with flour and wheat as regards quality with any 

28 Peh 18<M) mark;et in the world.
’’ ' 2728. But in the open market, under a rate of 4|d. per bushel from here to Sydney, would you be able to

compete with the imported wheat ? Yes. .
2729. And with wheat from the southern and northern districts ? Yes. If wheat in 1886 had been 
2s. 6d. instead of 3s. per bushel we should have had a profit of £102 8s. 4d. on 122 acres.
2730. Can this district be relied upon as a wheat growing district ? Yes ; we have had only one failure 
since I have been here, and that was not a total failure.
2731. You think the grain crops can be relied upon? Yes.
2732. Is not the cost of stripping high ? Of course, farmers could produce wheat at a less cost, putting 
in their own labour and the labour of their families ; but ive have had to pay 8s. per day for wages. 
There is one man who has been with us for years to whom we are paying £2 10s. a w'eek. The amount 
we paid for labour sent up the cost of our stripping.
2733. Of course, as a dealer in grain, you know that the market fluctuates very much ? Yes. _
2734. Do you know that if we happen to have a magnificent season the price becomes very low, and that it is
difficult to get a market ? Yes. _ .
2735. Under a low rate of carriage, would the outer markets offer a market to you under ordinary condi
tions, supposing the supply was very great ? Under all conditions we should have a market here for wheat.
2736. Do you not know that there are districts in the country with no railway communication where 
grain has to be held for one or two years, because it cannot be got away ? Yes.
2737. If you had direct railway communication to Sydney, do you think that the yield, no matter howmuchit 
might be, would filter into our market, or that it would be held in the district? Prom my experience of 
the district, I think it would go to market. I do not think there is any doubt of our getting a market.

• All these new men were in the first instance going in for wheat growing very largely. They thought the
railway would be given at once, but now they find it is almost as far off as ever. I may say that on three 
farms—Burgess’, Woods’, and my own—there are 350 acres of ground, cleared and fenced. This was done 
eight or nine years ago, at a cost of from £2 5s. to £310s. per acre. In the first year or two it was under 
wheat, but since that time the market has been so glutted that it has not paid to put it in. No doubt 
this would be all under wheat if we had a market. We had a better local market this year than we had 
had for some time. ,
2738. In consequence of the great cost of getting the grain to Molong for shipment, there is only about 
sufficient grown in the district for local consumption ? That is all.
2739. And if greater facilities were given there would be a larger area cultivated? I believe it would be 
one of the largest wheat producing districts in the colony.
2740. And the rates would enable you to make use of the railway and to send the surplus to the outside 
markets, leaving the producers still with a good profit ? Yes.
2741. Then, as to other items of produce, such as hay, chaff, bran, and all that sort of thing, I suppose 
that would also find its way to the places which required it ? Yes.
2742. Would the railway bring you into contact with the markets of the west? We should have to go 
into Orange.
2743. But that would be approachable ? Yes.
2744. Supposing there was a bad season in the far west, and a great demand arose for forage, would you
get a share of the trade ? Yes. -
2745. That would be another outlet for your produce ? Yes.
2746. But you cannot compete for it now on account of the dear carriage ? • No ; the 50 miles of cartage
stops the produce from going that way. . .
2747. Mr. Dowel.] What are your appliances for making the flour ? A combination mill.
2748. What quality of flour is made out of Parkes wheat ? Yery good. '
2749. Have you tested it by public competition ? Yes. ' s
2750. How did you come off ? I came off second best here this year, but I did not know there was any 
competition. 1 did not prepare for it.
2751. Have you put the Parkes wheat and flour into competition with wheat and flour in other parts of 
the world ? Yes; we sent some home to London, and we got a certificate and a medal.
2752. Have you put your wheat into competition with other wheat in the Colony ? Yes ; at Parkes 
this year we got beaten at the show by the Molong flour.
2753. Not in the wheat? No.
2754. What wheat was the Molong flour made from ? I do not know.
2755. But yours was made from Parkes wheat ? Yes.
2756. Does it ever happen to you to have a large surplus of which you cannot get rid ? Often.
2757. Have you any large surplus now ? Of bran and pollard, but not flour.
2758. You would dispose of it if you had a railway ? Yes.
2759. What is the average price of wheat in Sydney all the year round? I do not know the average, but 
I think about 3s. 6d. We have not been doing business with the Sydney market.
2760. If that rate were maintained steadily, do you think you would be able to hold your own ? Yes, 
and make money.
2761. What is the highest rate you have paid for wheat in your district ? 6s. 6d.
2762. Where is Wallengudgery ? 361 miles from Sydney, or nearly 100 miles further from Sydney than
Parkes.
2763. Are you aware that wheat can be sent from that place to Sydney for 5d. a bushel, or nearly one- 
half the rate you have to pay, although you are 100 miles closer ? I was not aware of it.
2764. If you could get your wheat sent to Sydney at 4|d. a bushel you would be in a better position than 
those further along the line ? Yes.

Mr. Prank Cottingham, hotel-keeper, sworn and examined:—• '
Mr. F. 2765. Chairman^] What is your occupation ? I am an hotel-keeper. I am also agent for Cobb & Co. 

Cottingham. 2766. Could you tell us the returns of passenger traffic to Molong for the past twelve months ? • I could 
if I balanced them up, but I have not done so.

28Feb., 1890. 2767. Have you furnished any returns to any one? I did, some three Or four months ago. Two gentle
men called upon me and got them written out. 2768.
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2768. You had no idea at the time that Cobb & Co. had any objection to your allowing it to be 
None whatever.
2769. Consequently you furnished certain returns, thinking there was no harm in your doing so? 
them the books. I believe my wife copied the returns out. They were never balanced up.
2770. Do you know the handwriting in the book produced ? Yes; it is the handwriting I think of'a 
cousin of my wife’s.
2771. Do you know that it is the book from which Mr. Hose read the returns with which he furnished 
us ? No.
2772. Do you believe that if those returns are copied from your books they are correct ? I believe they 
are, but there are a lot more here than the Molong district. There is the Euabalong, Grenfell, Cowra, 
and Young traffic. I do not say it is all in this, but it is partly so.
2773. Could you state, approximately, what percentage of the returns would come from the other places? 
I could not exactly say.
2774. Suppose that in March you took £310, how much of that money would go to these other places 
outside of the Molong traffic ? In all these returns I should think about a fourth of the money had gone 
the other road—that is, as near as I can bring it..
2775. Is there a coach traffic from here to Cowra ? There is one to Forbes, another from thereto Cowra, 
and another to Condobolin.
2776. You think that fully a fourth of these returns would go to that other traffic? Yes, reckoning 
parcels, passengers, and everything.
2777. Have you not had the coaches pretty full from Molong within the past twelve months with miners 
and speculators going to Alectown and that way ? For two months they were very well loaded.
2778. At any rate, these figures from the book, you believe, are correct ? Yes ; but there has been a mis
representation to this extent—the whole of these returns are not between Molong and Parkes. .
2779. They include business done in your office with other branches? Yes. •
2780. The total would be 911, according to your estimate, instead of 1,215 ? It w’ould be something lie&t 
that, I think.
2781. Have you made up any exact return of the traffic between Molong and Parkes ? Only monthly. 
2/82. Could you let us have it ? Yes, I copied it out when I heard that the information would be 
required. It is from January, 1889, to October, 1889, inclusive.
2783. I see that in January the amount is £58 14s., in February £40 10s. 6d., in March £55 2s., in April
£/3 7s., in May £47 4s. 6d.,in June £38 10s. 6d., in July £40 2s. 6d., in August £56 6s. 3d., in Septem
ber £77 6s., and in October £85 9s. ? Yes ; they are correct. ,
2784. Mr. Lee7\ Do these returns include any special amounts that were received for carriage ? I do not 
think so.
2785. Did you receive any special amounts yesterday ? No.
2786. Does the return include any special coaches ? None ; it is for general traffic.
2/87. Is there much passenger traffic between Parkes and Molong, outside of your coach traffic? There 
is a good deal of private traffic.
2788. Does your firm provide for any considerable amount of private traffic ? They have specials.

There would be a good number of specials in twelve months? Not a great many—perhaps one

2790. Are there many private conveyances of any description running between Parkes and Molong ? 
Yes; I believe there were two or three coaches running from Parkes at different periods of the ten months 
at a reduced rate. They took two days, while the company carries in one.
2791. Still they all carried passengers ? Yes.

Mr. Robert Nicholl Leslie, grazier, sworn and examined:—
2792. Chairman.What are you? I am a grazier, residing at East Billabong. I am the managing E. N. Leslie,
partner of -the East Billabong holding. —A—
2793. What is the area of your holding ? About 60,000 acres. The leasehold area and the resumed area ^ Psh., 1890.
•are about equally divided. There are 20,000 sheep. The whole of the run is not enclosed. '
2794. Do you expect to carry more when you are fenced ? Yes.
2795. Have you much improved in the shape of water conservation? Very little; therun is naturally watered.
2796. How far is it from here ? Thirteen miles east of Parkes.
2797. Is there much land fit for agriculture on the leasehold area ? I should say about half
2798. Would this railway increase the value of your holding ? As a pastoral holding it would not. It 
would affect the land values of the purchased laud for agricultural purposes, but it would do a slight 
damage to the pastoral holding I think, if you except the benefit derived from the easy transit of wool.
2799. Mr. Lee.'] How do you send your wool at present? By dray, to Molong station. It is 50 miles 
from the shed to the railway station.
2800. Is there a tolerably good road ? A fairly good road.
2801. Do you get your supplies back by the same road ? Yes.
2802. Do you know the railway track between here and Molong ? Fairly well.
2803. And the country between here and Molong on either side of the proposed line ? Yes.
2804. Do you think the survey has taken the right track ? I do, decidedly. A great number of farmers 
and agriculturists would be served by that line.
2805. Do you think the greater number would be served by it ? I do.
2806. Do you know that in some parts the settlement is very thick ? Yes.
2807. Do you happen to know anything about the survey, at Garra, for instance? Yes.
2808. Do you know anything about the rival route—the Cudal route ? Not the surveyed line, but I know 
the route. I know the country fairly well.
2809. How does that country compare wuth the land along this track ? There is some very good land 
along the other track, and also some very bad land, but the bad land lying off the road does not appear 
to any one travelling along the road. I think the line from Molong to Parkes and Forbes would be 
decidedly the best, on account of the flooded nature of the road on the other side by way of Eugowra. In 
fact, I have known wool teams during wet seasons to bring wool round this way which, in other years, would 
have gone via Forbes to Borenore.
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2810. In order to avoid the water ? Tes ; they could not travel the other way.
2811. Do you know Keenan’s Swamp ? I have passed it on several occasions ; I do not know much 
about it.
2812. What special advantage would this line be to you as a pastoral tenant ? None whatever, any more 
than that we should have an easy means of transit for our wool and goods. We should not benefit in any 
way, because the line only passes through a small portion of the leasehold area ; it does not touch any 
secured land of ours.
2813. Of course you are looking forward to the day when the leasehold areas will fall in ? Tes, of course ; 
from that point of view the line will damage us.
2814. There will be a big scramble for land then ? Yes.
2815. And the more the district is opened up between this and then the more people will come in? Tes. 
2816 Individually, you have a very small purpose to serve indeed by the construction of the line ? Yes.
2817. Of course you know on public grounds there seems to be a necessity that the line should be sent 
into this rich country, and into the valley of the Lachlan. It must be apparent to you that the line 
cannot be carried to everybody’s door. The object of this Committee is to ascertain as nearly as possible 
which will be the best way to serve the people and to develop the country ;—Which of the three routes 
do you think offers the greatest attractions to the greatest number of people, and would be most likely to 
reimburse the State for its outlay, and lead to the development of the county ? I know very little of the 
proposed line from Cowra to Forbes. Between the two lines—the one from Borenore to Forbes and the 
one from Molong to Parkes and Forbes—I am decidedly of opinion that the Molong route would servo the 
greater number of people.
2818. The district is progressing just now ? Tes.
2819. How do jou account for it'? I think it is due to the large amount of settlement during the last 
few years. We have had a number of men come from Tictoria with a little capital, and settled on the 
land to the north and north-west of Parkes. I believe they are combining grazing and farming, or intend 
to do so. I attribute the progress of the district to that principally.
2820. Principally to that, and not so much to the mining industry ? No ; not so much to the mining 
industry.
2821. Still the mining industry is reviving ? Tes; within the last two or three years.
2822. Have you had any experience in other parts of the colony ? On the Murrumbidgee.
2823. How does the class of settlement here compare with the class of settlement there ? Very favourably,
I think.
2824. So far as you can see, the farmers hero appear to bo of a very hona-fiie character ? Tes.
2825. A large number of settlers have brought money with them ? Tes ; all had some little means when 
they came here—from £2,000 to £5,000, say.
2826. Do you find among the settlers the class known as “ black-mailers ” ? I have not.
2827. I mean the class of people who have been in the habit of going from run to run aird selecting, 
with the object of harassing the pastoral tenant, and compelling him to buy them out ? I have not . 
seen any.
2828. Tour experience is that the men really settle down and make homes of their own ? Tes.
2829. Do you find them bad neighbours ? No ; on the whole very good.
2880. Mr. DowelJ] What distance is the staked-out line from your head station ? About 5 miles.
2831. In what way would this railway injure your pastoral property ? During the time of construction 
we should have a lot of navvies all over the place, and we should have to remove the sheep out of certain 
paddocks. Then the line, when constructed, would open the land up to settlement, and people would be 
coming here who would not otherwise have come.
2832^ B'ut would not the railway cheapen the carriage of your produce to market ? Tes.
2838. If the line were constructed to Parkes, would a largo quantity of wool from the surrounding districts 
be brought on to it that now goes elsewhere ? I believe it would.
2831. You think a large revenue would be derived from the carriage of wool ? Tes.
2835. Have you any other information to give ? A statement was made by a member of the Committee 
yesterday, I believe, in reference to a petition sent down from Forbes, in which it was stated that if the 
line were constructed from Borenore to Forbes the clip of 5,000,000 sheep would be guaranteed. I wish 
to point out that the whole of the Forbes and Parkes districts are included in one sheep district, and the 
returns for the whole of these two districts are only 1,500,000 sheep. If they also take credit for the 
sheep in the next district, which would be Condobolin, there would only be about the same number of 
sheep in that district as in the Forbes district, which, in my opinion, would gravitate to this centre. 
Taking credit for the whole of the Parkes, Forbes, and Condobolin districts, you would have a total of 
only 3,000,000 sheep. The better part of the Condobolin traffic would come here, however. It stands 
to reason that all these are worked as economically as possible, and it would save the haulage of 15 miles, 
and the teams would have at the same time a better road to travel. Under the circumstances, the wool- 
growers of that district are not likely to send their wool to Forbes.
2836. Is there any other district beyond Condobolin which would be affected by the line from Molong to 
Parkes and Forbes ? I think not.
2837. The figures you have given include all the sheep likely to be served by the railway ? Tea ; a few 
in the Molong district might be served.

Mr. "William Metcalfe, sworn, and examined :—• 
w ir 2838. Chairman.'] What are you ? I am not following any occupation at present.

L,_e^a e' 2839. Mr. Dowel.] Where do you reside? At Parkes. I have resided there about fifteen years, with the 
28Febl890 except'0n °f a break of fourteen months. '

’’ ’2840. Where were you living previously ? At Goolagong.
2841. You know the whole ot the district through which the proposed line is to pass ? Tes.
2842. llow long were you living at Goolagong ? Some time ; I was mining there.
2843. llaye you done any mining at Parkes? I have been speculating in mines here. I have been doing

. some mining also. I have been hotel-keeping for six years. .
2844. You are generally acquainted with the route of this line ? Tes; I have been along the route several
times. ‘ 2845.
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2845. From Borenore to Forbes ? Tes. ' Mr.
2846. What is the character of that country ? There is some good country on the route and some bad Metcalfe.

°^.a d®erent formation from the Parkes country. You will see, as you are going through to 
Cudal, that the line passes through a valley—the ground rises on each side. There is not a great extent of ■ e ■’ t"-" 
valley either. It is very different country from the country on this side. If a selector took up 640 acres, 
he could not plough from one boundary to the other. There is only a portion of the land good for cstltraft- 
Con. You will get 20 or 30 acres good, and then you would have a break with rocky and stony gfouisl.
You would have to have several farms in one, as it were.
2847. Which route would be the most advantageous to construct having regard to the public interests—I
mean both as regards cost of construction and number of people who would be served ? I think the line ■ 
from Molong to Parkes would be the far superior route. There are less engineering difficulties, and it 
passes through better country. I may say that a considerable portion of the Cudal route is very rocky, 
ihere is some very good land to the north, at the Borenore end of the line, and then as you go into 
Murga there is rough country. It is also rocky at Eugowra. There is some good land when you get 
from 4 to 6 miles out of Eugowra towards Forbes. The country, however, is flooded ; the flooded country 
runs 10 mdes, to a farm once kept by Mr. Stain. ' ' ’
2848. You have no doubt in your mind that the Molong-Parkes line would be the best one to construct?
JN one whatever ; it will benefit the country at large.
2849. There would be a larger revenue from that line than from the Cudal line ? I do not think that
that will be so at the present time; but in the course of a few years there will be a great deal more revenue 
upon this line than you will have upon the other. I have been talking of this line to parties from Vic- 
tona and other places, and they have often told me that in their opinion, railway communication, with this 
would be one of the best districts in the country. If they had a railway they say they would be prepared 
to go m for wheat growing on a large scale. '
28o0. Why do you think the revenue at first would be larger on the Cudal route than on the Molong 
route; is not the country as well settled on the Molong route as on the other route ? Yes'. ” ■* 1 ■

ffftder any circumstances, however, you strongly favour the route from Molong to Parkes ? Yes. 
wl ^°U ^I10w country lying betw'een Parkes and Cudal, and Forbes and Condobolin ? Yes.
When you leave Forbes, at about 16 miles you come to G-unning Q-ap ; you then come into flooded country.
From there to Condobolin it is all flooded country, with the exception of a pair of broken mountains that 
go m a little bit from the river. I have seen where a bullock team went down and got smothered. This 
flooded country runs back for a distance of 7 miles from the river out towards Burrawang homestead; 
then you come on to the dry country. I can produce witnesses who can prove there were ten days when 
the mails could not go on the road. From Condobolin, they had to be carried by Burrawang homestead 
up here to Parkes, and thence to Forbes. '
2853. Will you give some information about the route from Parkes to Codobolin ? I know it very Well.
The route passes through fairly good country; it is open box and pine country—something similar to that 
which you see about Parkes. ’ *
2854. Is it fairly settled upon ? Fairly. •
2855. Do you know the population of Condobolin ? No ; I have visited the place, but I could not give you
any idea of the population. ' '
2856. Are there only a few houses there ? It appears to be pretty nearly as large as Parkes—not quite
so large. There are several public-houses and stores. • ' ' *
2857. What occupation do the people round about Condobolin follow ? Chiefly pastoral.
2858. Combined with agriculture ? Very little.
2859. Do you know anything of the country between Condobolin and Wilcannia? No ; but I know it as 
far as Mount Hope.
2860. Do you think any traffic could be brought from Mount Hope and Condobolin into Parkes if this 
line were constructed ? I think there would be some.
2861. Do you think the Mount Hope and Condobolin people would make Parkes or Forbes their terminus if
a railway were constructed to these places ? When the Mount Hope mine was working they brought - ■
some of the copper through here and some on to the Macquarie. If we had a railway here the distance 
would be much shorter, and I think they would be almost certain to bring their produce here. ' ’ '
2862. You have had considerable experience of mining ? Yes.
2863. What are the mineral resources of this district ? There is good quartz and alluvial. We also 
have some copper, but it has never been worked to any extent to prove whether it is payable or not.
2864. Do you think the gold-field is of a permanent character ? Yes. ‘'
2865. Have you had any experience in gold and other mining before you came to Parkes ? ,1 have been
to New Zealand, Grilgong, and Home Buie. ' "

You feel competent to give an opinion ? As far as my judgment goes, I .hav.e every belief that this 
will be a permanent gold-field. ' ' ’ • « .
2867. What is the area of the gold-field reserve ? I have an idea, but I could not give you the .exact mileage.
2868. In the interests of settlement, is it desirable to revoke any portion of that reserve ? I would not 
revoke it unless an Act were passed enabling the miners to go on to the revoked portion and mine for gold 
with their miners rights. Under any other circumstances, I, for one, would oppose the revocation.
2869. Has the mining industry progressed in this district ? Considerably, in the last few years. After
the alluvial gold was wrought out the miners went away. In the last few years, however, ,they have taken 
more to reefing, and mining is reviving very much. ‘
2870. Do you know the country between here and Peak Hill ? Yes.
2871. Is it auriferous or otherwise ? Auriferous. I have been to Alec’s Flat. I have a mine there myself.
There is some very good gold there. I think it is likely to be a permanent field ; it is spreading out there 
They are getting fresh finds. •
2872. You think there are large auriferous deposits, and that the mining industry is likely to be permanent
here.. I have every confidence in it. It runs from here 7 miles out. I am speaking now of the reefing- • 
then it goes 7 miles to Alec’s Flat; they get it again at the Ten-mile Bidges, and then it goes on to Peak 
Hill; there is another 10 or 15 miles, and then it goes to Tominglv. There are gold-bearing reefs fight 
through the country. ' ' - r -
2873. Would these mining centres be served by the railway ? Yes'. •
2874. Would they contribute considerable revenue to the line? Yes, a, good deal. '
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James Miller, Esq., Mining and District Registrar, sworn and examined:—
2375. Chairman.'] What position do you hold ? I am Mining and District Registrar. . _ _
287G. Can you give us an idea of the miners rights and mineral lease applications in this district ?
The miners rights issued in 1889 numbered 958 ; and in January and February of this year, 533.
2877. To what do you attribute this extraordinary increase P In the first instance, it was in consequence
of the rush at Alectown, and, subsequently, in consequence of the greater development of the quartz reefs 
in the district. ,
2878. What mineral licenses have you issued? I have issued only three since I came here ; but 1/4 
applications have been made for gold-mining leases.
2879. When were they made ? Since Parkes was made a separate division. That was fifteen years ago. 
The areas are from 1 to 22 acres. The total acreage would be 945 acres.
2880. How many leases have been applied for within the last six months ? Twenty-four. .
2881. Principally from Peak Hill? None of the Peak Hill applications come to this office. _
2882. From the figures you have given, I should imagine that this particular district is improving ? It is 
rapidly increasing.
2883. Are there many leases on which work is not now going on ? I am not aware of any.
2884. Have many leases been cancelled, after the application was made to you ? A few have been cancelled 
and have been taken up again.
2885. By the same parties ? Not always. ' . .
2886. Do people hold the land from year to year without fulfilling the labour conditions ? Not within
the last six months, but it has been done here. . .
2887. Have many of these leases been worked in the district ? A good many of them were worked as mining 
tenements previous to the applications for lease. A great amount of quartz reefing has been going on 
under miner’s rights.
2888. That accounts for the small number of applications for leases ? I think generally the leases are 
applied for when they find they are worth floating. They apply for the leases so that the concerns may 
be floated into profitable companies.
2889. Have you any returns that would be of value to the Committee ? I may state that the gold bought
by the banks in Parkes in 1889 amounted to 8,427 ozs. 10 dwts. 12 grains—that includes alluvial and 
quartz gold. I do not know the number of miners in the district, but at Christmas I estimated there were
1,000 men in and around Parkes. .
2890. Including the miners in and around Peak Hill ? No, that is beyond my division. My division 
extends from Bartley’s. Creek to the Bogan. These quartz reefs are all within 40 miles of Bartley’s Creek, 
north and south, east and west 12 miles.
2891. How long have you been here ? Since last June. ....
2892. Have you seen any increase in the mining industry? Yes; in 1888 the miners’ rights issued in the
Parkes division were 521, while in 1887 the total number was 378. _ _
2893. Mr. Dowel.] Can you say whether any gold has been obtained on this gold-field which is not 
included in the returns compiled by the banks ? I do not know, but I should suspect so, because the quantity 
of alluvial gold stated to have been purchased by the banks, does not correspond with my return from the 
puddling machines. Some of the gold, I take it, therefore, has not gone through the banks.
2894. A considerable amount of gold may have been obtained which has not gone through the banks ? Yes.

Arthur William Tempest, Esq., bank manager, sworn and examined:—
A. W. 2895. Mr. Lee.] You are manager of the Joint Stock Bank at Parkes ? Yes; I have been manager of the 

Tempest, bank for the last twenty-one months.
Es<l- 2896. Does your bank purchase gold ? Yes.

''TlTTwi 2897. Have you prepared any statement to the Committee? I have a statement showing the amount of 
28 Feb., 1890. ^ pag pagsed through the hands of the banks for,four years.

2898. How did you obtain the statistics from the other banks ? They were giyen to me to-day by the other
managers, , j, .
2899. You are giving evidence on behalf of the banks, then ? Yes. There passed through the banks m 
1886, 5,844 ozs.; in 1887, 5,429 ozs.; in 1888, 4,354 ozs., and in 1889, 8,389 ozs.; or a total for the four 
years of 24,016 ozs., which at the lowest valuation would be worth £90,000. I direct special attention to 
the figures for 1889—8,389 ozs., valued at £31,000—that is at a very low valuation, viz., £3 14s. 
There is a good deal worth more than that, but perhaps that is a fair valuation taking the gold all round.
2900. This is alluvial as well as reefing gold ? Yes. . _
2901. Within what radius would the gold be obtained ? Within 16 miles of the town of Parkes.
2902. So that it is possible that gold obtained outside that distance may filter into Forbes and Dubbo ?
Yes, Dubbo gets most of it. It gets most of the Peak gold now. _
2903. It does not follow that this return of gold embraces the whole of the gold obtained within the 
police district of Parkes ? No.
2904. It is only the portion which goes through the banks ? Yes; it is from Parkes proper—from the
township and immediate district. ... .
2905. Mr. Dowel.] Are you in the habit of visiting Peak Hill ? I go out sometimes. I have been out
four or five times. _ ...
2906. Is there a considerable population settled there, mining? About 1,500,1 think, and the population
is rapidly increasing. .
2907. If a railway were constructed to Parkes, would the Peak Hill diggers do business with the Parkes 
people? I think we should get a fair percentage of the trade. I do not suppose we should get it all.
2908. Do you know the country between here and Peak Hill pretty well ? Fairly well, all of it.
2909. Do you know all the mining centres along that road ? There are only two—Alec’s Flat and the Peak.
2910. What is the population of Alectown? I think I am safe in saying that there are 800 people 
engaged there in mining operations. Of course the rush drew a great many of the miners from Parkes 
out there.
2911. Have you visited and inspected the mines yourself? I have seen them all nearly.

2912,
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2912. Did they present to you the appearance of permanency ? I think so. Of course, when a hanker j.
visits the place he has, to a certain extent, to go by what the miners tell him, and from what the ^ * ’
miners say there is a permanent field at the Plat and at the Peak. 28 Feb. 1890.
2913. Tou have seen a considerable amount of gold at various times ? Tes.
2914. Tou have been pointed out some exceedingly good spots, I suppose, on these mines? Tes.
2915. Is it not a fact that several companies send their gold direct, without going to the banks at all? . I 
hear one company—the Haselhurst Company, of Parkes—does so. The gold taken out of their mine 
should be credited to this district; but Orange claims the output, at present.
2916. Tou do not get credit for it at Parkes? No. _
2917. As a banker, can you say whether the district presents the appearance of progress and prosperity ?
I do not think there is a district in the Australian colonies progressing as rapidly as we are. Weekly, 
new arrivals are coming here from Victoria and other parts of Australia, and are settling here. With 
them they bring large sums of ready money. That certainly speaks volumes for the district. They are 
selling out from homes in which they have lived for twenty, thirty, and forty years in other places, in 
order to take up land here and in the surrounding districts.
2918. Tou consider that settlement of a very desirable character is going on here? Tes.
2919. Tou have come into contact with a good many of these settlers ? Tes.
2920. Do they speak favourably of the results of their labours so far ? Tes ; I have not heard any of 
them grumbling. The only trouble they have seems to be this difficulty about the railway.
2921. What is the value of land? It has increased considerably in the town and district of late years.
2922. The population has been materially added to since you came here ? It has increased, I suppose, 
about 50 per cent, in twenty-one months.
2923. Do you think the new arrivals are here for speculative purposes, or for bona-fide purposes ? I
think they are bona-fide residents. _ _
2924. As a bank manager, you think that the residents of the district and the inhabitants of the town are
in a fairly prosperous condition ? Tes. _ .
2925. Do you think business will be improved and settlement increased by the construction of a railway
from Molong ? Certainly I do, and I take into special consideration the outside country. . .
2926. Of which you know a great deal ? Tes; and which, I am sorry to say, the Committee v ill have 
very little chance of seeing.

Mr. Eobert Thornbury, grazier, sworn and examined :—
2927. Ohairman.~\ What is your occupation ? I am a grazier and dealer in stock. rri,^r'ut'
2928. What evidence is it you wish to give to the Committee ? I have been in this district twenty-eight Tbornbury.
years—that is, in Eorbes, Parkes, and Condobolin. On several occasions I have known large floods on the 1890
Lachlan. I have known people travelling from Condobolin to Porbes, to come round by Burrawong and e ■’ '
Parkes and thence on to Porbes. It has been impossible to travel along the Lachlan Eiver on account of
its flooded state. The plains for about 9 or 10 miles out from the Lachlan have been covered with water 
from 2 to 4 feet deep. In 1879, I travelled from Condobolin to Porbes, and tried to come up the river road 
on horseback, but it was impossible. I then came round by Burrawong, and thence on to the Carriboblin 
woolshed. I then found that I could proceed no further in that direction. I went into the water until 
the horses were swimming, and then I had to turn out on to the plain and skirt round the edge of the 
flood waters and so on to Porbes, leaving the Lachlan Valley some miles to my right. On another occasion 
I recollect that the only communication with Porbes—that is, with the town proper—was by boat. I 
forget the exact date, but it was previous to 1879. _ _ _
2929. Tour statement shows that the country between Porbes and Condobolin is subject to floods ? Tes.
2930. The line of railway we are now considering does not go there at all. Could you tell us whether 
any part of the Borenore and Porbes country is so flooded that it would be impracticable to take a railway 
along there ? Prom the Southern Cross to Porbes it is all flooded country. The Lachlan Eiver overflows 
its bank at the Southern Cross.
2931. Where is that ? Twelve miles from Porbes, tow'ards Borenore.
2932. Does this line betw'een Parkes and Porbes pass through flooded country ? Not between here and
Porbes. There may be slight floods, but there is nothing to interfere with the railway line. It is all 
comparatively high ground. _
2933. Is the country between Canowindra and Porbes liable to floods ? Part of it. ^ ^
2934. But none of the raihvay line from Molong to Parkes and Porbes is at all subject to them ? With 
the exception of small floods in the creeks there would be nothing to interfere with the railway line.
2935. Do you think this part of the country is likely to contribute traffic and revenue to the proposed 
railway? Most decidedly.
2936. To a considerable extent ? Tes. _
2937. What would it consist of ? All the wool, I take it, would be brought into Parkes and Forbes. Of
course, all the traffic from the north-west would come to Parkes. _ _
2938. Within a radius of how many miles would the traffic be brought to Parkes ? Within 40 miles.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—EAILWAY FEOM MOLONG TO PAEKES AND FOKBES. ' '

Mr. William Aloysius Holbert, Public School Teacher, sworn and examined:—
2939. Chairman?^ What position do you hold ? I am teacher of the Parkes Public School.
2940. Mr. Dowel] How long have you resided in this district ? Two years and two months.
2941. Have you any statistics prepared with reference to your school or the schools of the district? I 
have the number of pupils enrolled at the Parkes Public School, and the average attendance there.
2942. What is the number of children attending the Public School ? The number of boys on the roll for 
the quarter ending 31st December, 1889, w as 110, and the number of girls on the roll for the same quarter 
was 98, making a total of 208. The average attendance of boys for the same quarter was 78'6, and of girls 
61'8, giving a total average attendance of 140'4.
2943. Can you say whether this number shows an increase upon that of previous years ? No ; I - could 
not say that—it does not show an increase.
2944. During the time you have been in charge of the school at Parkes, has the number of children 
increased ? The average attendance has not increased.
2945. Has it decreased ? No ; what I have given vou there is the same as the quarter before I came.

' 2946,

Mr. W. A. 
Holbert.

28*FeCl890.
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Holbert.' ^an Jou §ive us any reason why the attendance of children at the Public School has not increased
j— ■ v 111 these two years ? There has been a private school established within the last four or five months. I

28 Fejb., 1800. s^ou^ say there might be twenty-five children attending it. There is also a Convent school; I do not 
‘ ■ know the attendance, but I should think it is pretty large.

2947. Are the schools you have enumerated the whole of the schools in Parkes ? Tes; I think so.
2948. Do you know of your own knowledge whether there are any schools outside of the town within a 
radius of 10 miles ? Tes.
2949. How many ? . I could not tell you the number, but I know there are several.
2950. Have you visited any of them ? I visited one.
2951. Chairman.] Tou know the rainfall? No; that is taken at the Court-house.

Mr.
J. Cusack. 

28Feb!fl890,

Mr. James Cusack, senior-constable, sworn and examined:—
2952. Chairman.'] What is your occupation ? I am senior-constable, stationed at Parkes.
2953. I believe you have collected certain statistics ? Tes.
2954. Will you kindly let the Committee know what they are ? They are as to agriculture, stock, and 
crops. What I am now about to read you is in regard to the wheat growing. Several small returns came 
in afterwards, but I believe these are correct. There are 1,950 acres under wheat, yielding 59,000 bushels. 
There are 3,659 acres under crop for hay, oats, barley, and potatoes. There are 467,376 sheep, 4,583 
cattle, 2,503 horses, and 815 pigs.
2955. That return you believe to be correct ? I believe it to be under the actual quantity.
2956; Within what distance from Parkes are these returns collected ? There is no Parkes police district, 
it is in the Porbes police district, and the Porbes electorate. The Parkes police collected at G-obondery 
and Murrumbogie—that will be north-west about 60 miles; at Trundle, north about 38 miles ; at Mr. 
Lackey’s, to the west, 16 miles ; south, in the Porbes direction, 9 miles; Bulgandramino, to the north
west, Homill’s and Kudina, 30 miles due north. The Parkes boundary goes within 3 or 4 miles of the 
Peak.. That is the dividing line of the Bogan and Porbes electorates. They also collected at Warraberry, 
15 .miles almost cast, and on the Molong road, 24 miles, as far as the Porcupine Range. That is the 
radius within which we collected the returns.
2957. Then nearly the whole of them are collected from the east, north-east, and west of Parkes ? Tes ; 
very few were obtained south. With regard to the private schools, you might like to know that there are 
in the Convent school sixty-five boys and seventy-five girls; another private school has been started this year.
2958. Did you collect the electoral roll ? I am the chief collector in the Parkes portion. Some of those 
under me collected at Nymagee and Dandaloo.
2959. In your immediate district, has there been an increase on the electoral roll for this year. Tes ; I 
put on 396 new names this year. At Alectown, I put on ninety-eight. I refused'three for every one I 
put on. Some persons had been there only five months, and had" no other qualification. Then there were 
some new selectors, who have not any qualification, who were also refused. They had not been six months 
in the district.
2960. Do you know of your own knowledge whether selection in this district is increasing ? Tes ; it 
appears to me to be so. New selectors are springing up everywhere.
2961. Mr. Dowel.] What was the number on the last electoral roll ? 1,310. In the present year there
are 1,615*
2962. Mr. Lee.] Tou have sworn that the increase is 396 ? That is the new names added. 1 have had to 
strike a number off the old roll.
2963. Mr. Dowel.] What is the number on the electoral roll at Porbes ? I have not got the whole 
portion; I have only the Parkes portion.
2964. Mr. Lee.] What is the actual increase for the year 1890, over that of 1889 ? 206.
2965. How long have you been here ? Since November of last year. I came here about the middle of 
November.

A. J.
Kingsmill,

Esq.

28 Feb., 1890

Clerk of Petty
Arthur John Kingsmill, Esq., Crown Lands Agent, sworn and examined

2966. Mr. Zee.] What is your position ? I am Crown Lands Agent at Parkes and 
Sessions.
2967. How long have you been in that position ? Since last July.
2968. The Committee are desirous of obtaining information respecting the land held under conditional 
purchase and conditional lease;—could you furnish us with a return ? I could give you a return for the 
time I have been here. I find that the land work is increasing tremendously.

Every land day more selections are being taken up ? Tes.

Not so many transfers as I have had in other

2969.
2970. Are many conditional leases being taken ? Tes.
2971. Are there many transfers of conditional purchases P 
districts.
2972. Could you state, so far as you know, in what direction these transfers are tending;—are they being 
made from selectors to capitalists, or are they being made from one selector to another ? They are being 
transferred to the banks, chiefly.
2973. By way of mortgage ? Tes.
2974. Many by way of absolute sale ? There have been two or three small sales.
2975. The transfers are more in the way of mortgage to monetary institutions ? Tes. •
2976. And there are not any great number, even under that head? No; in fact the people in thi 
district appear to be more wealthy than in any other district I have been connected with.
2977. What other district have you been in ? I have been Land Agent in the Gosford and Brisbane Water 
district.
2978. There are not many conditional purchasers there ? No.
2979. Is this the first time you have held your position in a large country district ? Tes.
2980. Consequently your previous experience outside of metropolitan influences has not been very great ? 
No ; but we have to go through the same forms.
2981 But your district would be very limited ? It was 30 miles long by 30 miles wide.
2982. But many portions of it would not feed a bandicoot ? No. 2983.

* Note (on revision);—The evidence given 1,515 ; but the new electoral roll shows 1,532.
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2983. 'Will you prepare a return from your books and send it in to the General Committee, showing the 
number of acres alienated under conditional purchase in 1886, 1887, 1888, and 1889, and the number of 
acres put under conditional lease since the Act came into force ? Tes ; I will send that return in. ,
2981. Have you a map in your office showing the land alienated in the land district of Parkes? I'havhosFeb Tfion 
not, but there are the parish maps. . •
2985. Mr. Dowel.] In what part of the district to which you have been referring is the' land chiefly 
applied for ? Chiefly in Kennedy.
2986. Where is that ? In the Central Division. . .
2987. Is it to the north of Parkes ? Tes ; I think it lies to the north.
2988. Have you any land in the Eastern IDivision applied for ? Tes, some. ,
2989. Can you say what land is available for selection in the Eastern Division ? No. .
2990. But the land chiefly applied for is in the Central Division ? Tes; all the land in this land 
district lies in the Central Division.
2991. Would not applicants for a portion of the Eastern Division come to your office? I think not:

Mr. Edward M‘Gee, miller, sworn and examined:—■
2992. Chairman.] What is your occupation ? I am a miller and produce dealer.
2993. Mr. Dowel.] Tou are a member of a firm of millers at Parkes ? Tes.
2991. How long have you resided here ? About sixteen years. I have been ’ twenty years at Grenfell, 
and six years at Toogong.
2995. During the sixteen years you have resided in this district, have you had an opportunity of observing’
the character of the country and the rise and progress of the place ? Tes. .
2996. Will you give the Committee some information about it? Tes. I may state that during the dry
seasons we have supplied Mount Hope and Nymagee to a very large extent, also Condobolin and Porbes. 
We have sent chaff from here to Porbes in a dry season, and there were then not nearly the number of 
farmers in the district that you will find here now. , ,
2997. During the sixteen years you have been here has the population materially increased? Tei. .1 
myself have had to get flour from Bathurst and other places. I have given as much as £3 3s. a bag. It 
was difficult at one time to get it, and now it is difficult to get rid of it. It is hard to find a profitable 
market.

Mr.
E. M‘Gee.

28 Feb., 1890.

2998. Tou over-produce in this district now ? Tes.
2999. What is the cause of this over-production ? It is due, partly, to the copper mines knocking off; 
and partly to there being more farmers in the district.
3000. Do you know the country between Molong and Parkes which will be traversed by the pfopbsed
railway ? Tes. '
3001. Do you know the settlement on that particular line ? Most of it. .
3002. Is the country fairly settled upon ? Tes, I know it is, because I have been down there buying
produce at different times. ■
3003. Have you visited the holdings of selectors ? Tes.
SOOl. And what opinion did you form with regard to the permanence of their settleffieiit ? I cbuld only 
form a very good one.
3005. They appeared to be fixed upon the soil ? Tes; many have been there for years, to my own 
knowledge.
3006. Do you know the country between Parkes and Porbes ? Tes.
3007. It is comprised in the area of the gold-fields reserve ? Tes.
3008. Are there any mines at work there ? A few ; not a great many.
3009. What is the character of the country between here and Porbes ? Very good.
3010. Is it suitable for agriculture ? Most of it.
3011. If it were open for selection, would it be occupied ? The greater part of it.
3012. Can you give the Committee any information as to the Cudal line? I lived there at one time. I 
lived 5 miles from Toogong, between that place and Canowindra.
3013. Do you consider the country through which that route was surveyed as good as, oT feqtial to, the 
other route ? The last part of it is good, but the land is held by a few persons only.
3014. There are a few large estate owners ? Tes, nearly all the good land is freehold. There are a few 
settlers between Toogong and Canowindra and up to Cargo.
3015., To what purpose are these large estates devoted at the present time ? Grazing of sheep and cattle, 
principally. * "
3016. Do you think the population is as large on the Cudal line as it is between Molong and Parkes ? I
do not think so. ■
3017. The country is not as closely settled ? No.
3018. Do you know of any engineering difficulties in the way of the construction of a railway on that 
route ? Only by hearsay. I know that there is rough country at Long’s Corner. They cross a creek 
there three times. The rough country extends from Long’s Corner and Murga.
3019. Is any portion of that country likely to be flooded ? It may be flooded if there are heavy rains.
3020. Have you heard of its being flooded ? Tes; I have been at Porbes, and I have had to betaken
out in a boat for a certain distance in order to get away. .
3021. Do you know whether any portion of the route from Molong is likely to be flooded? Only
on small creeks. "
3022. Knowing both routes as well as you do, what opinion have you formed as to the one that should be
adopted in the interests of the settlers, and having regard to revenue ? I think this line ought to be 
constructed. To begin with, it is a shorter distance. . ...
3023. Do you know the country between Parkes and Condobolin ? Tes. •
3024. Is it settled ? Tes ; if you go that way to Condobolin. If you keep in towards the river, it is 
not. There are settlers all the way along the track from here to Trundle and to Burrawang.
3025. If the line were constructed to Parkes, do you think that part of the country would ’ bring its 
produce here ? Some would, I suppose.
3026. It would be their best market ? Tes.
3027-8. And their best road to market ? Tes. 3028.
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E 'H'd-ce ^0^8. What would be their chief produce ? Wool and agricultural produce. The greater part of the
. _ ce‘ returns from the Mount Hope copper-mine would come this way.

28 Feb 1890 8029-30. Are there any minerals in this district or in the surrounding districts which would be brought to 
* Parkes and Porbes ? Yes; there is a copper-mine within 12 or 13 miles. The assay of a sample sent 

' down was 29f.
3031. Is that mine working now ? Ho.
3032. Por what reason ? Copper went down in the market. They had men working, and they had to 
knock off.
3033. Is it likely that if this line were constructed, and the cost of bringing the copper to market were 
reduced, the mine would be worked ? I do not think that it would be started, unless copper went up in 
price. It costs a lot of money to start a copper-mine.
3034. What is the price of carriage between Molong and Parkes, and Parkes and Molong? It averages 
from 2s. 6d. to 3s. 6d. per cwt. It is 4s. when the road is bad—that is on merchandise ; but it is seldom 4s.
3035. Can you say if there is any considerable amount of merchandize passing between Molong and 
Parkes ? There are always a good many teams on the road to and fro.
3036. And that traffic would be caried by the proposed railway? Yes.
3037. You know the centres of population on the staked line from Molong to Parkes ? Yes; the line 
goes fairly well through the population.
3038. It would serve a large settlement ? Yes.
3039. During your residence in this district, have you had anything to do with the mining industry ? Yes.
3040. Have you visited any of the mines ? Yes.
3041. Both reef and all uvial ? Yes.

h 3042. Have you worked, practically, in any as a digger ? I have done a little, but not a great deal.
3043. Have you observed any increase in the mining industry of this district ? I have^noticed an increase 
in the last twelve months.
3044. Have you observed any special increase in the size and progress of the town ? Yes.
3045. To what do you attribute it? To the number of selections taken up, and also to the mining.
3046. Are the selectors who have recently come into this district a desirable and good class of settlers ? 
Yes ; I reckon they could not be beaten—they are all practical farmers. A good many of them came 
from Yictoria. They sold out over there. They appear to like the country here better.
3047. Have you had any conversations with these men respecting their holdings ? Yes.
3048. What do they say ? They reckon that they want railway communication, and that they will then 
be able to go in for wheat-growing. At the present time most of them are pastoralists.
3049. Prom your observation of the produce of the district, should you say that cereals, and fruits 
generally, did well here ? I believe it is as good a place in which to grow grapes as you could find any
where in New South Wales. They make very good wine here too.
3050. You have had an opportunity to compare the Parkes wheat with wheat grown in other parts of the 
colony ? Yes.
3051. What is your opinion of the Parkes wheat ? I do not think you could beat it. In 1886 we sent 
home a sample of flour to the Colonial Exhibition, in England, made from Parkes wheat. We obtained a 
certificate and a commemorative medal. I have seen a great deal of flour in my time. 1 worked up a 
good deal of Adelaide flour, as a baker, years ago. I have handled no better flour than the Parkes flour. 
I believe no better flour is made, and I have heard other bakers say the same thing.
3052. Is it likely, do you think, that if this line is constructed it will pay interest on capital and working 
expenses ? I think it ought to pay a lot more than that.
3053. Do you know what it -will probably cost ? No.
3054. It is estimated by the Commissioners that there will be an annual charge of £26,000 ;—do you 
think there will be sufficient revenue to pay that amount per annum ? I could not exactly say. 1 know 
that the traffic will be very large. I do not know whether any of our lines are paying, as far as that goes ; 
but from what I have seen of other districts, and from what I know of the large amount of traffic passing 
between this and Molong, I should say that this line would have quite as good a chance of paying as any 
other line in the colony.
3055. Would any large amount of wool be brought to the railway ? Yes.
3056. Where would it come from ? A good deal would come from Condobolin way.
3057. In large quantities ? Yes; a large quantity has gone down on teams through here. Wool would 
come this way from Burra Burra, Melrose Plains, Boona West. That wool would all come through here, 
instead of going on to the other line. It would be nearer. That would be independently of the quantity 
which goes through here by team now. The Burrawang wool would also come through here. I think the 
Geuanagio wool goes to Dubbo at present; that also would come here.
3058. Taking a radius of 40 miles on the northern side, all the wool would come to Parkes ? Yes.
3059. Would a portion of the Peak Hill traffic come here? A portion of it. We do a good deal of 
business now with Peak Hill. We are supplying them with flour at the present time.
3060. Would the produce grown round about Peak Hill and the intervening country come to Parkes, en 
route to Sydney ? The settlement does not go out as far as Peak Hill, but the intervening country would 
supply a certain amount of traffic to the railway. You have also to consider the Cudal traffic. Cudal 
would be about 7 miles from the nearest point on this railway, and the people there would send their 
traffic this way.
3261. And if the line were brought within a distance of 4 miles of Cudal, it would serve them still better ? 
I think so, seeing that people in this district would be satisfied with having a railway within 30 miles of 
them.
3062. You think the Cudal people would have no cause for complaint if the railway were brought within 
4 miles of them ? No ; the outside limit of their farming district would be 21 miles from the proposed 
line—that would be on the Belabula Eiver.

80 I.'A. KLI AMENT ART STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC MORNS.

Mr. Dennis Toohey, hotelkeeper, sworn and examined:— 
T> 8063. Chairman.'] What are you ? I am an hotelkeeper, at Parkes.

3064. Have you observed much progress in the district ? A great deal. 
28Febl890 8065. In what respect ? There has been an increase in settlement and population. 

' 3066. What class of population is there ? A farming population. 3067,
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3067. Have you not seen more people here than you see now ? Tes.
3068. When was that ? About eighteen years ago.
3069. That was when a great deal of digging was going on here ? Tes.
30/0. 1 suppose the place went down to very nearly nothing ? Tes ; there was a very small population. 
30/1. And now the population is steadily increasing ? Tes ; it has been for the last lour years.
3072. The increase in population has arisen principally from new settlers ? Tes.
3073. Do you think there is likely to he a more permanent settlement than you would have in the case of 
a gold rush ? Tes.
3074. Do you know whether there is much Crown land between Molong and this place which could be
taken up ? No ; there is very little. '
3075. On what portion of the line between here and Molong have you resided ? At Manildra, within a 
mile and a half of Brymedura.
3076. Is there much agricultural settlement there ? A great deal.
3077. Has it taken place during the last few years ? Within the last ten years, the greater portion of it.
3078. Do you know the country between here and Brymedura ? Tes.
3079. What sort of timber is there between Parkes and that place ? It is principally ironbark.
3080. Have you had anything to do with the timber trade ? I have used a good bit of it.
3081. Have you ever cut any yourself ? No ; but I have used it for building purposes.
30S2. Have you seen any of it cut and sawn ? I have.
3083. Have you noticed the Bumberry timber ? That is particularly good.
3084. Have you noticed, as you have driven along the road, that the timber which has been cut was pipy ? 
I know that some seven years ago some bridge builders came from the Gundagai country, and Ihey got 
piles and beams on the Bumberry mountains about 12 miles from where I live. They said it was the 
finest timber they had ever worked. I think they got it at Coates’ Creek.
3085. Do you think that the construction of this line will be of great benefit to the inhabitants of this
district ? I do. '
3086. And do you think it will benefit people to the south of the line as far as Cudal ? I think it would.

^Mr. Robert Murphy, constable, sworn and examined
3087. Mr. /.re.] What are you? I am a member of the police force, stationed at Parkes. Mr.
3088. How long have you been here ? About eighteen months. R. Murphy.
3089. What is the nature of the evidence you wish to give? It is as to the number of public schools
within a radius of 10 miles of Parkes. 28 Feb., 1890
3090.. How many are there ? [seven. There is one at Tichborne, 7 miles distant, one at Parkcsborough,
2 a pules distant, one at Goobang, 6 miles distant, one at Trelowarren, 11 miles distant, one at Bindogaiidrv,
9 miles distant, one at Deep Dead, 3 miles distant, and one at Blagstone Creek, 10 miles distant.
3091. Do you happen to know 'whether the population in the municipal boundary has increased with the
last year or two ? I believe it has. During the time I have been here a great many new houses have 
been put up, and they are always occupied as soon as they are erected. "
3092. The population has not decreased ? It has not.
3093. Taking the worst view of it, it would he stationary ? Tes.
3094. Can you give any reason as to why the attendance should fall off so much in the principal school
in the town ? I believe a number of children have gone from here to Alectown and the Peak—some 
are attending a private school, where I understand there are about twenty-five pupils, and some sro to the 
Convent school. ■ 11 *
3095. Is there any other reason ? Not that I know of.
3096. Chairman^ Tou say there is an increase in the population of the town, and that there is neverthe
less a decrease in the attendance at the public school ? Tes ; for the reasons I have given.
3097. Are we to infer that the persons leaving the town are married men with families, and that those 
coming in to it are single men ? That may be the case to some extent. I know of some families who 
have left the town.

Mr.
D. Toohey.

28 Feb. ,1890

Henry Harry Cooke, Esq., M.P., sworn and examined':—
3098. Chairman.~\ Are you the senior member for the Porbes electorate ? Tes. H. II.
3099. Mr. Bowel.'] How long have you resided in the district ? Since 1862. Cooke, Esq.,
3100. Tou are one of the oldest residents, I take it? I came here as a digger from Victoria. . M>Pl
3101. Did the discovery of gold cause Parkes to spring into existence ? Tes ; it was lust after the Porbes
rush; the Forbes rush was in 1861, and the rush here was in 1862. /o reb., lb9U.
3102. I take it that you have had many opportunities of exploring the country for a good many miles 
round, and of observing the settlement ? Tes ; I should like to say at the outset that I should prefer 
not to be examined upon any point which would be in the nature of putting one of the rival lines against 
the other, I should like to give evidence as to the resources and the settlement of the district, but I would 
like not to give evidence of the nature I have described, from the peculiar position I hold,
3103. As an old gold digger, you have prospected, I presume, a considerable area of this country ? I have 
been over a good part of it.
3} 04. Will you give the Committee what information you have as to the mineral resources of the district ?
Since I came here, in 1862, I have been over a good deal of the country. In the last three or four years,
I have had an opportunity of seeing a great area. Being interested in mining I have observed the 
character of the country and its resources. From my experience as a digger, for some years I have taken 
an interest in that industry. From my observations of the different portions of the district I am 
persuaded there is no district in the colony offering such good prospects in gold-mining as this district. I 
was Mining Registrar for five years here. At the time of the rush here, it was my duty to register mining 
claims of all kinds. I think the old register will show something like twenty-five more reefs and gold” ’
bearing veins. I suppose within 5 miles of this place there are fifty gold-hearing veins, or reefs, which 
will he payable when we have machinery capable of treating the stone, and of saving the pyrites, containing 
a great percentage of gold. There is no doubt that every one of these veins will pay. '

31 (a)—L 3105.
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3105. The portion of the country to which you refer is, I presume, a dyke interlaced with veins and reefs ? 
• 00jj p s^’’ It has been called a diorite dyke, from a quarter of a mile to 3 and 4 miles w'ide. It extends from near 

Glrenfell to beyond Tomingly, in the north. Outside of this formation there r.rr g Id-bearing^ reefs, but 
28 Feb , 1890. principal gold-bearing reefs are within the formation—the richest of them certainly are. The course 

’ of the formation is north and south, and the gold-bearing reefs traverse this formation obliquely. The 
course of the lodes from south-east to north-west. _
3108. Can you give the Committee any information with reference to the yield of gold from these veins or 
reefs ? I know the Pioneer reef ivas first discovered here in 1862. It is not being worked at the present 
time. The highest yield was 20 ounces to the ton ; it dwindled down afterwards to about half an ounce, 
and there it stayed. '
3107. What is the size of these reefs ? They vary from 10 feet to 10 inches, and less. _
3108. Outside of these reefs is there any alluvial digging ? The alluvial digging is somewhat patchy ; it 
has been worked out. There is very little alluvial digging being done now in the district. It has been very 
rich in places. It was in working the alluvial flats that some of the richest of our reefs were discovered. 
The alluvial deposit in some places ivas from 50 to 60 feet deep. In working the alluvial, the boulders 
were discovered containing gold ; this led the miners to look for the reefs on the bottom, or rock. The 
Haselhurst reef is the best of those discovered in this way. In looking round the country you will see it 
is covered mostly with a deep alluvial soil wherever the hills crop above the soil. If you do not see reefs 
you will see rocks sufficient to induce any man to search for them. There are gold-bearing reefs in nearly 
all these hills. They continue under the alluvium. It has been a work of years to discover most of these 
reefs.
3109. Is there any special difficulty in the working of these mines ? None whatever.
3110. Have you had experience in gold-mining in other parts ? Yes.
3111. How does Parkes compare with other mining centres where you have worked? This district has 
considerable advantages. I have been north, where it is difficult to get machinery on to the ground, on 
account of the mountainous nature of the country. It is just as difficult to get the ore to the machinery. 
It has to be drawn down in sleighs and bullock drays, and carted down on horseback in some precipitous 
places. Here the drays come right to the shafts.
3112. Butas regards the working of the mines themselves, are there any difficulties? We are not down 
deep enough to reach the water ; we would rather wo had met the water. We regard it as a boon, rather 
than a hindrance.
3113. Will you give the Committee any information as to the gold-mining reserve surrounding Parkes ? 
In Mr. Warden Dalton’s term of office I was Begistrar, and on his recommendation this largo area was 
reserved from sale on account of the gold.
3114. Can you say to what extent ? 166 square miles.
3115. You have a pretty good knowledge of the whole of the reserve ? A fair knowledge. _
3110. Do you think if a certain proportion were thrown open to settlement—that is to conditional pur
chase and conditional lease—it would be of advantage to residents of the town of Parkes ? It would have 
to be done carefully. Anything that would tend to limit the area available for the operation of the miners 
would militate against the commercial interests of the town and district. The desire of the more prominent 
men in the district has been to serve the two industries as much as possible, without injuring cither. I 
refer to the industries of mining and farming.
3117. Are you aware that a large portion of this reserve is good agricultural land ? Some of the best m 
the country, I believe, for wheat, for grapes, and for every fruit.
3118. In all probability in the future this good agricultural land on the reserve will be utilised for agricul
ture ? As soon as it is found not to be needed for the miners. I know of places growing good crops of 
fruit—of places where there are very good orchards, and underneath there are gold mines. That is the 
nature of the country. Ido not wish to be understood io say 1 am in favour of cancelling this reserve 
altogether, but I think some parts of it might be cancelled. The work would have to bo undertaken with 
extreme care. If great care were exercised, I think a portion of it might be sot apart for settlement, in 
special areas.
.3119. On this large reserve of 106,240 acres, do you think a large mining population could be maintained? 
I think there will be a large mining population here for many years to come—for a far longer period than 
we shall live to see.
3120. You think permanence can be put in this place as far as the mining industry is concerned ? Certainly.
3121. That is one reason, you think, why a railway should be constructed? Yes ; and a very good reason 
too.
3122. Are there other minerals besides gold in the district ? None which have -been worked payably. 
There are a number of copper lodes a little way from here, and there are lodes containing silver which have 
assayed pretty well, but gold has more attraction for the miners, and as the price of copper has been low 
of late there has been little or no attention paid to that branch of mining.
3123. You know the country between Molong and Parlies and Porbes ? Yes.
3124. And the route which will be taken by the proposed railway ? Yes.
3125. Is it a class of country which is likely to carry a permanent population ? Yes ; and it lias done to
my knowledge for the last twenty-five years. '
3126. A class of men who will combine agriculture with pastoral pursuits ? Yes.
3127. Do you consider that is the best class of settlers you can have ? It is a class of settlers I have 
always been trying to get to come here when it has been in my power to do so.
3128. Is it within your knowledge that between Parkes and Molong there is a considerable number of 
acres of Crown lands locked up in leasehold areas ? Yes ; in the Eastern and the Central Division. The 
land district of Parkes does not include any part of the eastern division that is included in the land district 
of Molong. In a short time all the leasehold areas in that division will be thrown open to settlement.
3129. You think that this land between Parkes and Molong being thrown open to selection is likely to 
contribute in the future a large revenue to any railwajr which may be made ? No doubt. Every day 
people are coming here in search of land from the more thickly and densely populated parts of the colony. 
A part of a family, or perhaps a whole family, will come here and settle. I think if you had time to see 
these men in their homes—the great improvements they have made, and the comforts of home life around 
them—bearing in mind that all this has been accomplished wdthin the la*t three or four ye^s—you would

say



73
MINUTES OF ETIDENCE—EAILWAT FEOM MOLONG TO PAEKES AND FOEBES. 83

say that we had obtained eminently the right class of settlers. In these farms round about Parkes, I 
think you will see more genuine settlement—and it has taken place in the last four years—than ever 
existed among the best class of occupiers who preceded it.
3130. Is the country to which you refer situated north of the line ? I am referring to the country to the 
north, east, and north-west of Parkes, in the Central Division.
3L31. From your knowledge and experience of this district, have you anything which you can add to the 
evidence already given ? I heard much of the evidence given yesterday and to-day. I believe it is true 
in the main. There are some little matters as to the geography—which are not of much importance after 
all—concerning which I differ, but in the main, the evidence has been good, and it has certainly been true 
in every particular, as regards the resources and returns of the district. I know the men, and I am sure 
they have given truthful evidence.
3132. As regards the general policy of the construction of this line, will you, as one of the representatives 
of the people, having an important duty to discharge, say whether, in your judgment, it is necessary that 
this line should be constructed ;—can you conscientiously advocate its construction? That is ground I 
do not wish to traverse. I will tell you ■why : There is a considerable amount of local feeling and jealousy 
between these two towns I represent—Forbes and Parkes. I have good friends in both places. I think 
the railway will serve a large majority of the people in this district. It will serve a larger number of per
sons in the electorate of Forbes than any other route I know of.
3133. Do you think the Government will bo justified in expending £433,000 in constructing this line ?
I think the Government would be justified in spending that sum, without going into figures as to the cost 
of the line and interest. •
3134. If the matter came before you in Parliament you would not hesitate to vote for it ? I should not 
have the slightest hesitation in doing so.
3135. Without going into the merits of the rival routes, I will ask you this question ;—do you consider 
that the route, as proposed, will serve a large number of settlers ? As I said just now, I think it will serve 
the largest number of persons in this electorate.
3136. And if it does not at present pay interest on the capital, expenditure, and working expenses, it will 
do so in the future? I have no doubt it will. There is one matter upon which I have not yet touched, 
and that is the growth of fruit here. When I came to the diggings at Forbes first, the settlers were growing 
nothing. The land was supposed to have no value except for the growth of bullocks, sheep, and black- 
fellows. If you were Lore a day or two I could show you fruit which is equal (o fruit grown in any part of 
the world. 1 am not referring to ultra English fruit, such as gooseberries and currants, or to tropical 
fruits, such as bananas, which do not do well here, but to grapes, oranges, lemons, citrons, apples, pears, 
apricots, and figs, which all do splendidly here.
3137. Tou think the district is increasing in population? Certainly. I used to know everyone here, but 
now I do not know one half of the people.
3138. Do you think the southern or northern portion is increasing most? I think the largest increase is 
to the north and north-west. The Forbes electorate terminates at the Lachlan Eiver, at Forbes, and then 
Grenfell begins.
3139. But the largest increase, you thiuk, is at the Parkes end of the electorate ? Tes. ,

H. H.
Cooke, Esq., 

M.P.
28FeCl890.

SATURDAY, 1 MAROH, 1890.
[The Sectional Committee met at McMillan’s Hotel, Tichborne, at 2’30yi.?».]

firsmt: —
JAMES EBENEZEE TONKIN, Esq. (Chaibman).

William Sdeingthoefe Dowel, Esq, | Chaeles Alfeed Lee, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Molong to Parkes and Forbe*.

Mr. James Thomas Corbett, Public School teacher, sworn and examined:—
3140. Chairman^ What position do you hold ? I am teacher of the Brolgau Public School.
3141. How long have you been here ? It is four years to-day since I took charge.
3142. How many children have you on the roll? Sixty.
3.143. What is the average attendance ? There were fifty, for a portion of the last quarter.
3144. Has there been any increase in the attendance since you first came here ? An increase of twenty
on the average. _ _
3145. What is the cause of the increase ? I think it arises principally from a natural increase-iu popula
tion. There is a school further away, and sometimes the creek is up and they come down from the
Welcome. There are only three at present however attending from there. _ _ _
3146. What is the furthest point from which the children come to your school? Six miles. There is a 
boy coming from that distance, and he rides.
3147. Where do the majority come from ? Within 2 miles.
3148. Are there many families about here ? A great many. _
3149. How do they live ? The parents generally have little homesteads on the creek, and the father lives 
as a rule by labouring work.
3150. What is the name of the creek? The Billabong. '
3151. What is the size of their holdings ? From an acre to 3 or 4. Several have appliedfor 10-acre blocks, 
but I asn not sure whether they will get them. Many have remained on the strength of getting them.
3152. Are there any persons fossicking about here ? Tes ; when they can earn money from bush work, 
in order to put food into the place, they generally seek for gold.
3153. If these persons were to get 10-acre blocks, do you think they would settle down and become
permanent residents here ? I do. _ ■
3154. Tou think they can get a living here ? Tes : by occasionally doing bush work, provided they get 
the 10-acre blocks.

Mr.
J. T. Corbett.

1 Mar., 1890.

3155.
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J T Corbett Do you know the country round about here? Tes; I know the country out towards the Bogan,
' 30 miles. ■

1 Mar. 1890. 3156. Is that country locked up as a gold-field reserve ? I think most of it is contained in pastoral hold
ings and reserves. . ■
3 L57. There are not many settlers in that part ? No.
3158. What is the class of country to the south of this place, and how is it hold ? It is splendid agri
cultural country, I should say, but it is locked up in pastoral holdings, and then there is the gold-field 
reserve.
3159. Are there no selections between here and Forbes that you know of ? No, except out back towards 
the Eurow Mountains, there are two on the main road.
3160. In what direction do those mountains lie from here ? Due east.
3161. Do you know the land to the west of this road going towards Forbes ? No.
3162. Mr. Zee.] What is the width of the gold-field reserve at this point ? I cannot say.
3163. Do you know the Spicer family here ? Tes.
3164. What do they do ? They have an orchard.
3165. Is it of any extent ? It is very small—about 2 acres. .
3166. In what way would the construction of a railway to Forbes benefit this part of the country ? Pro
viding that the land were unlocked it would offer facilities to persons to getaway their produce. I suppose 
ultimately the reserve will become unlocked.
3167. I suppose the reason of there not being more people resident here is that they are really unable to 
obtain land ? Exactly.
3168. And the few here are the remains of the miners? Tes.
3169. Is there any tendency on the part of the mining population to increase ;—.are there any new comers ? 
I do not think there is much increase.
3170. Supposing that 10-acre blocks are granted under the new Act, do you think they will be taken 
advantage of to any extent ? I think nearly every family residing on the creek will take advantage of 
tliem. They will not only obtain the blocks if they can do so, but I think they will make very good use 
of them.
3171. Is there any valuable land on the creek ? Tes.
3172. Would it provide for 200 of these blocks ? Tes.
3173. What do you think the people would be likely to do with them ? I suppose they would eullivato 
wheat, and keep a small number of stock.
3174. Do you think their produce would feed the railway to any extent ? Tes ; especially if fruit were 
grown. I think there would bo a good deal of that description of freight.
3175. Is the soil capable of growing fruit ? Tes. .
3176. If the ground were available there would be a large population then? Tes.

Mr. Alfred Daines, storekeeper, sworn and examined :— .
Mr- 3177. Chairman^] What is you occupation ? I am a storekeeper and farmer.

A. Baines. gp73_ Zee7\ How long have you been hero ? Fifteen years. .
i^ivr^Tson 3179. Were you here in the gold rush ? Tes.

ar'’ 3ISO. How many men were there in the locality then ? From 4,000 to 5,000 in the heat of the rush ;
that was the estimated population.
3181. About how many are there now ? I do not suppose the population about here would amount to 
more than 100 or 150 at the outside.
3182. Are they chiefly miners ? I cannot say that; I do not suppose there are more than twenty miners 
here at present.
3183. How do the remainder get a living ? They work in the hush, and sometimes they go fossicking.
3184. Arc they settled on the reserve in mining tenements ? Tes.
3185. Where do you farm ? Down at tho bridge ; I have 4 acres.
3186. What do you grow? Potatoes, turnips, wheat, hut principally potatoes.
3187. Has thehnining industry revived in this district of late years ? No ; it has been about the same as 
it is now for years.
3188. Are there recent discoveries made in the neighbourhood calculated to cause a rush ? No.
3189. Is it purely alluvial mining? No, it is alluvial and quartz. There is a quartz mine working here 
now by Barnett and party. They have got some very good stuff out of it, but it is patchy. I cannot tell 
you w'hat they are getting now.
3190. Tou are an old miner yourself ? Tes.
3191. What is your opinion about the throwing open of this reserve ? It would cause a great population

_ to come here I have no doubt. Under favourable circumstances you can grow anything in the way of
grain ; it is splendid land. I have not tho slightest doubt that you would have a very large population 
here if the land were available.
3192. In what areas would you suggest that the land should be thrown open? About 49 acres. I 
think anyone with 40 acres could make a living from it.
3193. Is tho rainfall pretty certain ? No; we are subject to lengthy droughts. When we have anything 
like a season we can grow anything.
3194. Suppose the land were thrown open for selection, would that not interfere with the mining industry ? 
I do not know. It would not do to interfere with the miners. If there was not a law to provide for the 
miners going upon the land after it had been selected, I think the land round about here for miles would 
he taken up.
3195. Is this goldfield reserve used by the pastoral tenants along the route? Tes.
3196. What freight is this portion of the district likely to contribute to the railway ? I think it will 
contribute a lot of wheat.
3197. But there is no land available for the farmers ? No ; that is the worst of it.
3198. Taking things as they are, supposing the line were constructed, would the freight he forthcoming?
There would be very little from this district; there would be a certain amount of fiyit. It is a grand 
place for iruifc. ■ 3199.
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33.99. The land is capable of growing fruit, wheat, and other grain, and, if available, would settle a largo , Mr" population? Tes. 8 - A. Daines.
3200. Tou think the land might be thrown open judiciously without interfering with the mining
industry ? I do not see why it should not. I have a couple of allotments over the way. I am obliged ar'’ '
to let the miners go on to my ground whenever they like, as that is a proviso in the deed.

Mr. John Leonard, farmer and contractor, sworn and examined:—
3201. Chairman.'] What is your occupation ? I am a farmer, and contractor on the roads at present Mr.
3202. Mr. Moivel.] How long have you resided in the district? About fifteen years. J. Leonard.-
3203. What occupation have you generally followed ? ■ Mining, principally. -—n
3204. What part of this gold-field reserve were you working on ? Not quite a mile from here, at a place 1 ^ar->
called “ The Wapping Butcher.” *
3205. Was there a large quantity of gold obtained there? Tes, a lot of gold. Taking the general run 
there, they got a return of over £1,000 a man.
3206. Did the diggers lose the lead ? No ; they worked it out.
3207. Has much prospecting been done since to pick up the gold leads in this locality ? A good deal.
3208. Is it the opinion of the gold diggers that the leads can and will be picked up at some future time ?
Some are of that opinion, some think they will not—the only thing to prove it is the pick and shovel.
The old lead has been lost here, and it has not yet been found.
3209. How long did you follow the occupation of a digger ? About twenty years ; I still have an interest 
in mining.
3210. Prom your knowledge of mining, do you think any discoveries of gold are likely to be made in the 
immediate vicinity of this place ? There is no alluvial gold of any consequence about here. I believe 
there is some gold; but it will take some time to find.
3211. Do you know of any reefs here yourself ? Not at present.
3212. What is the size of your holding ? 40 acres.
3213. How long have you held it ? It is about twelve years since I bought it. The land was selected ’ 
before this was proclaimed a gold-field reserve, and I purchased it.
3214. Tou have been an occupier for twelve years of these 40 acres of land ? Tes.
3215. How much have you under cultivation ? About 10 acres.
3216. What kind of crops have you been growing ? Hay chiefly; I also grow potatoes and other vegetables,
and some wheat. .
3217. What is the average yield of, the crops ? I think I took about 3-|- tons of hay off this year to the 
acre. I believe it would have given a return of 25 bushels to the acre, if left for wheat.
3218. Have you had the rust in this locality ? I never had any. ■
3219. What is the general crop of potatoes ? I have had none lately ; but in one year on 3 acres I had 
over 30 tons—there were 10 tons to the acre—it was a very large crop. We sold about 30 tons out of it.
3220. Have you planted any vines in this locality ? A few.
3221. Do they thrive ? Very well.
3222. Do they produce good grapes ? They have only lately been put in.
3223. Have any of your neighbours planted vineyards ? One of my neighbours has a vineyard, Mr.
Spicer. I have just started a garden—everything seems to be going on very well.
3224. Do you know Spicer’s land ? Tes.
3225. In what condition are his vines ? In very good condition. Another garden hero produced very 
good grapes.
3226. Do you know the staked-out line between Parkes and Porbes ? I have not been over it: but I know
most of it.. .
3227. Is the land suitable for railway construction ? I think it will be an easy line to construct.
3228. As a contractor and road-maker, you know of no engineering difficulties ? Not the least.
3229. Can plenty of ballast be obtained ? Tes, materials of all descriptions.
3230. What is the character of the timber on this line, between here and Porbes ? Chiefly white box 
and pine.
3231. Is there any iron-bark in the locality within a radius of 10 miles ? I think within that distance, if 
not less.
3232. There would be no difficulty in obtaining all that is necessary to construct a railway between Parkes
and Porbes ? No difficulty whatever. *
3233. Do you know the country any distance out from this place ? I have not been a great way off.

Mr. David M'Millan, publican, sworn and examined :—
3234; Chairman.] What is your occupation ? I am a publican. j£ri
3235. How long have you resided here ? About sixteen years. D. M‘Millan
3236. Have you any land here ? A few acres. I purchased about 5 acres altogether. /——\
3237. Do you grow anything ? No. I have a piece of ground enclosed here, about 4 acres ; I only use 1 War., 1890. 
it as a horse paddock.
3238. Tou have not grown anything at all on your ground? No.
3239. Tou have no garden ? No.
3240. Is the land about here fit for agriculture ? It is.
3241. If it were thrown open to selection would a large number of persons come here to take it up? I 
have no doubt of it. There were three men here last night, who are only waiting to get land here. They 
came from some distance away. They said Ihey would be quite satisfied to get a small holding here instead 
of going further back and getting a larger holding. They said they would be satisfied with 640 acres.
3242. Do you think the 10-acre blocks would be of much use to the miners ? It will be very good so far 
as making homes for those located in the district is concerned, but it is not large enough to induce
persons to come from a distance to take up land. . "
3243. Have you noticed any substantial increase in the population of the place within the last year or
tw’O, or any improvement in the prospects of tho place? No. There has been very little revival in the ■ ' :■

way
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D McMillan wa^ g°ld-miniDg. Barnett and party, I believe, have found rich gold on a reef, but it seemed to fail;
r they have got dyalite rock. They propose to take a small crushing, and if they get any gold.in it it will

1. Mar.,-1890 be ag°od thing. ... , .
3244. That is the only excitement in mining you have had for some time ? Tes.
3245. Is it your opinion that there will be payable reefs round here ? I do. I think there are some fine 
reefs in this locality. The Wapping Butcher is one of the richest leads in the Parkes district.
3246. The construction of the railway line would be of no benefit, unless land were thrown open for 
selection? None whatever.

. 3247. Tou know the country between here and Porbes ? Tes. There are only two selectors there, I think.
■ 3248. "What is the size of their holding? Judd’s is 160 acres, and Mrs. Glreen’s about 200 acres. A

portion of the land was about to be thrown open for. selection. Since then a prospecting party commenced 
.. , work, and it has been stopped for the present. It will be all proved between the next five or six weeks.

3249. Do you know -what indication the prospecting party have? We are getting gold ; we are sinking 
a shaft 160 feet; we are now working a puddling machine.
3250. Are you working a puddling machine before you know whether you have payable dirt ? "We 
have had 5 dwt. to the load. We have’18 inches of wash in a face of 30 feet.
3251. What is the bottom ? Sandstone and slate.
3252. Is this a new discovery ? Tes. It is a place which was rushed twenty-seven years ago, but there 
was a rumour that the prospectors had salted it, and consequently the miners all abandoned it. Since 
then some miners in looking over old heaps have washed as much as 6 dwt. and 8 dwt. This induced us 
to sink, with the result I have told you.
3253. Do you think it will prove payable ? I think so.
3254. In the event of it proving payable, is there plenty of ground to create a rush ? Tes.
3255. Then it may prove a very important discovery to the district ? Tes. ■
3256. Mr. Zee.] The country from Parkes to Porbes is a gold-field reserve? Tes. There is an auri
ferous line from Parkes to Porbes. In the place I am speaking of there may be a big rush of people at 
any time. '
3257. Under these circumstances, w'ould it be wise to throw the land open for selection? It might be
if the miners had access. It "would not do to lock it up from the miners. .
3258. Tou think the surface can be used advantageously for agricultural pursuits ? Tes.
3259. The reason why the population is so small at present is, that the land is locked up ? Tes.
3260. Supposing this land had not been a gold-field reserve during the last ten or twelve years ? It 
would have been settled on, and you would not have been able to-day to obtain an inch of it. It would 
have been in the hands of selectors all the way from Parkes to Porbes.
3261. How is the land near Porbes, is it equal to the land here ? Tes.
3262. It will grow anything that can be grown near Parkes ? Tes.
3263. Until the land is thrown open there is not likely to be much traffic for tho railway ? No.
3264. What may happen as regards mining is quite problematical ? Tes.
3265. But the ground you know to he auriferous ? Tes. If the miners could have settled on the land 
fourteen years ago you would not have been able to get an inch of land anywhere now.
3266. Mr. DoioelJ] What is the name of the pastoral tenant occupying the land in this locality ? Mr. 
Thomas Thom.
3267. Do you know what rent he is assessed at ? 2|d., I think.
3268. Does he occupy a large proportion of this land ? It is only lately he has taken his sheep away 
from here; he was running them here until the last fortnight.
3269. Are there any transactions in stock in this locality? No.
3270. But does any travelling stock pass through this district ? Tes. There is a good deal of. travelling 
stock passing along this road—more than on any other road in the district, I think.
3271. What market are they generally making for ? Albury en route for Melbourne. Of course the 
sheep travel north to Queensland.
3272. Have you any knowledge of the carrying capacity of the country? I have some idea.
3273. How many acres to the sheep ? This land ought to carry a sheep to 2 acres.
3274. And with improvements, such as scrubbing and ringbarking, more? It would carry a sheep to the
acre if improved. In a little paddock of 120 acres I kept 150 sheep, for six months. It wras a good season’, 
and you could hardly notice that they had been on it.
3275. Did you rent it from the Crown lessee ? Tes; at a Is. an acre ; that was my own proposition.
3276. Do you know the route through which the proposed line goes ? Pretty well.
3277. Tou have seen most of it ? Tes.
3278. In your opinion, is it a suitable one for a railway ? Tes. I understand there are two surveys—■ 
the principal one is, I think, about a quarter of a mile from here. I think that route is suitable. The 
object in going this way was, I think, to get a good place at the creek for a bridge.

MONDAY, 3 MAROH, 1890.
•- . [The Sectional Committee met at the School of Arts, Rories, at 10 a.m.~\

fltesrnt:—
JAMES EBENEZEE TONKIN, Esq., (Chaieman).

William Speingthoepe Dowel, Esq. | Chaeles Alfeed Lee, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Bailway from Molong to Parkes and Eorbes.

G-eorge Fairhurst Hutchinson, Esq., Mayor of Forbes, sworn and examined :—
G. It 3279. Chairman] Tou are Mayor of Forbes ? Tes.

Hutchinson, 3280. How long have you been in this position ? I have served two whole terms, this is the third term. 
I have been Mayor five terms altogether.
3281. How long have you been an alderman ? Since 1872.

8 Mar., 1890. ° * 3282.
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3282. Can you furnish the Committee ivith any statistics? Yes. I will give you in the'first place the •S.-l'. 
ratable value of the property. The general rates for L689 amounted to £913 13s. 10d., at Is. in the £ ; -.Hutchinson 
the water rates amounted to £07l 10s.; and the grants to roads, &c., to £666 6s. 3d., or a total . Esq- 
of £2,551 10s. The number of ratepayers was 659 ; the estimated population of the municipal district
was 3,200; the value of the property in the municipality is estimated to he £325,655. I cannot vouch ll,V J ' 
for its strict accuracy, hut that is the approximate estimate.
3283. Do you see any marked improvement in Porbes during the last few years ? I think it has improved
wonderfully during the last few years. Our ratable values are increasing constantly. We commenced 
at £176 twenty years ago—in 1870—when the place was proclaimed a municipality, and now they amount 
to over £900. - 1 ^ J
3284. Has there been any material increase in the population of the place within the last two years P I .
think there has. This last year there was a falling ofE for a little while. .
3285. Of what kind of population has the increase consisted? As far as I can see, of business people in
the town. 1 r „
328(5. Has there been much increase in the population outside of the township ? I can cite one case, so 
mr as population and value of property are concerned. A little while ago a special area was proclaimed.
Tnere were 31 portions of 160 acres each. The whole of that land has been taken up by people living 
about the district. It is now all settled upon. -
3287. In what direction is that from Porbes, and at what distance P It is about 3 or 4 miles distant.
3288. In which direction ? To the south—on the Grenfell side—on the other side of the Lachlan lliver, 
but within the boundaries of the municipality. That land is valuable, beeause water can he obtained 
anywhere by sinking from 40 to 100 feet. The same sort of land extends towards Grawlin Plains, about 12 
miles out, and it may go further for1 all I know. There have been several selections taken up about Eugowra 
lately. All the available land which can he taken up has been taken up to the west of us ; it was taken 
up years ago. All the river land was settled upon years ago. .
3289. Have you noticed that the seasons have had any serious effect on the prosperity of the town ? AVe 
have wonderful vitality. "We get knocked down one year, but we get up the next. The seasons do not 
seem to make any lasting difference—that is to say, there is no retrogradation.
3290. As Mayor of the town, have you called public meetings here to consider the construction of the 
proposed railway ? We have had meetings times out of number.
3291. What has been the general feeling expressed at these meetings with regard to the different routes 
proposed ? Porbes, up to late years, has been unanimously in favour of the Borenore line, going through 
Cudal Toogong, Murga, and Eugowra to Porbes, and thence to Condobolin ; from that we think it should 
go to Menmdie, not to Wilcannia. That has been agitated fer years, but a certain revolution of feeling 
has taken place of late m favour of another line—the Cowra line. ‘
3292. Vv hat reasons are advanced in support of tho Cowra line ? It is argued that it is the cheapest in
construction^ that there will he easier gradients, and that the line passes through a splendid country. It 
also gives this additional advantage : that you have two markets—on the one side the Wagga, Albury, 
and Melbourncjnarkets as it were, and on the other the Sydney market. Then in case of a congestion of 
traffic on the IV cstern line, you can go to Sydney on the Southern line hy means of Cowra, or some other 
point near there which may he selected. - " .
3293. I suppose "Woodstock would suit you as well ? Yes.
3294. The majority of your inhabitants are of opinion that that would be the best line for them? The 
majority of the district, but not the majority of the town, I think. The majority of the townspeople are,
I think, in favour of tho Borenore line. * ' -
3295. Has that line been advocated at more than one public meeeting ? Of late we have not been 
considering any particular route. "We have been in favour of allowing the whole of the evidence to be 
submitted to this Committee, and of letting it determine the best. We think that the line to which I have 
just referred is the best, on the ground of settlement, of population, and of fertility of soil.
3296. As a representative of the people of Dorbes, speaking on behalf of the majority of the people, may 
I ask what is your objection to the proposed line now being investigated by the Committee. The main 
reason is this : we have been used to getting our goods by the shortest road, via Borenore, for thirty or 
forty years, and we think that is the line the railway should take now. Then we also think that the 
settlement of population determines the best route. ITndoubtedly there is more population on either of 
the lines I have just mentioned—that is, on the line from Borenore, or the line from Cowra—than there 
is on the Molong line.
3297. The whole of the land between here and Parkes is a reserve ? A gold-field reserve. I believe
7,000 acres are to be proclaimed a special area next month; the Government, I believe, have determined on
that course. It is on the western side of the railway reserve between here and Parkes ; it commences .
about 3 miles from Porbes, and extends 9 miles. That- will be proclaimed a special area, I believe, in 
320-acre blocks. We advocate this course for the reason that the other special area of 160-acre 
blocks was a success. We think 320 acres would be quite sufficient. We find that small holdings are the 
best for the district after all. ,
3298. Is not this town surrounded, as a rule, by very large holdings ? There are large reserves and 
leasehold areas, especially to the north and south. 'A good many of the leasehold areas will be falling in 
within the next five years, and I do not think the lessees will get a renewal, in consequence of the 
importance of our town and district; they might get an extension of one-half.
3299. Are there any particular points which you wish to bring under our notice that I have not touched upon ?
I desire to refute some evidence given at Parkes. Mr Leslie is reported in the Daily Telegraph to. have 
stated at Parkes, that he held 50,000 acres of leasehold land, which is carrying 20,000 sheep, and that 
that land is suitable for agriculture. In rebuttal of that evidence, I may say that I have been a member 
of the Land Board in this district since 1884. We have had to consider the appraisement of Mr. Leslie’s run.
It was appraised at the minimum in the first instance, but he appealed under Section 100 of the Act of 
1884 for a re-appraisement. The Board reduced the appraisement from l^d an acre to three-fifths of a 
penny for the leasehold area, and the resumed area from £2 to 16s. a section. The report of the 
Government officers, and other evidence, went to show, so far as the carrying capabilities of the run were 
concerned, that it took 15 acres to keep a sheep on the leasehold Brea, and on the resumed area, of course, 
the land was declared unsuitable for agriculture. What I am saying is perfectly correct. Land of which

it
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it will take 15 acres to keep a sheep can hardly he considered suitable for agriculture. As showing the 
barrenness of the country, you will notice the reduction made. I will give you the area:—The leasehold area 
is 33,359 acres; the resumed area, according to the last Gazette, wras 29,187 acres last year. That show's 

3 Mar. 1890. ^an<^ was no* taken up by selection. There are still 29,000 acres open to selection on the resumed
’ area, exclusive of the reserve. That shows at once that tho land cannot be very valuable; if it were it 

would be taken up.
3300. Mr. Dowel.\ How long have you resided in the district ? Over twenty-seven years. I came here 
in September, 18(52.
3301. What is your occupation ? I have a saddlery business.
3302. You have seen Forbes make considerable progress ? 1 have seen it in its palmiest days, and I have
also seen it in its depressed state. *
3303. What is the number of the largest population you have seen here ? When I came here first it
was 30,000. ‘ .
3304. What is the population now ? 3,200.
3305. Has it materially increased of late? When the old leads were worked out the population cleared 
just as fast as they came. We are depending now upon the pastoral and agricultural interest.
3306. Do you think the population settled upon the land is of a permanent character? Undoubtedly.
3307. They are not likely to leave ? No.
3308. Are the holdings large or small? There are some very smallholdings and some very large hold
ings, but I may state that some of the wealthiest and best people in our district are men who commenced 
here with 2 or 3-acre blocks—they had small gardens, and by dint of perseverance and industry they 
have enlarged their holdings to 30 and 40 acres. In some cases they have bought holdings outside up to 
640 acres—there is Besgrove, Tozer, Shied, Heed, lieymond, J. Farrand, and a number of others I cannot 
think of—these men are fairly well to do. .
3309. There is no probability of the holdings which the selectors now have reverting to pastoral purposes ? 
Certainly none of those I mentioned.
3310. What is the tendency of the pursuits of these selectors—do they combine sheep-farming with agricul- 
culture ? The small ones go in chiefly for agriculture and fruit-growing.
3311. What is the size of their areas ? From 5 acres up to 200 or 300 acres.
3312. What do they principally grow? Various kinds of produce—wheat, hay, and potatoes.
3313. Are the crops of a good character ? Yes. In fair seasons they are very prolific.
3314. What is the average crop of wheat ? In some parts of the river the crops grown by irrigation are 
very good—those outside are not so good. It depends in a measure upon the season. Wo have had as 
high as 40 bushels an acre of wheat.
3315. You cannot say what the average crop is ? The average crop, right through, taking one year with 
another, would be 18 bushels.
3316. You mentioned irrigation—have you any irrigation works close to the town or in it ? There are 
several. Beymond’s, Martin’s, Farrand’s, G-atenby’s, and Edols’.
3317. Has the irrigation to which you refer proved a success ? Undoubtedly. A few miles out of the 
town the holdings go up to 5,000 acres. The holders combine agriculture with grazing. They are within 
a few miles of the town.
3318. About what is the carrying capability of the grazing estates to which you refer ? That I could not 
say exactly. I am informed that there are ten irrigation plants altogether. I should think the bulk of 
the estates would run from 3 acres to 6 acres to the sheep—that is as far as unimproved land is concerned, 
—that is, land which has not been ringbarked. Land which has been improved will run one sheep to the 
acre. I may mention that all the lands in the Forbes district, extending to the Condobolin district to the 
southward, have been more highly appraised—they have been re-appraised this last year. I speak as a member 
of the Land Board.
3319. How many flour-mills do the agriculturalists keep employed here ? I know of only one at present.
3320. Do you know of their sending wheat to any other place excepting Forbes ? I do not of my own 
knowledge.
3321. It all comes to Forbes ? A great deal of it does ? I think they sometimes send flour and stuff to 
Parkes.
3322. You informed the Committee just now that the Forbes people were in favour of constructing a line 
from Condobolin to Forbes ? A good many are.
3323. What is the distance ? Sixty miles—about that.
3324. Do you know the route from Molong to Parkes and Forbes, via Flagstone Creek ? I cannot say 
that I am intimately acquainted with it. 1 have been over it only once.
3325. Do you know that the line requires 11 miles less to construct than the line via Cudal ? Not 
starting from Borenore. I do not think that is true ; it is 66 miles from Borenore to Forbes, via 
Cudal.
3326. Supposing a railway is constructed to Forbes, do you think there will be any traffic from Condobolin 
to Forbes ? I think so.
3327. Of what will that traffic consist principally ? There will be any number of persons travelling, and
any amount of stock sent. ' .
3328. Do you know the district between here and Condobolin ? Yes.
3329. Do you know that it is held largely by pastoralists ? Well, the Burrawang holding is a considerable
holding. '
3330. Would any quantity of wool come to Forbes? Yes.
3331. And that will give revenue to the railway ? The Burrawong holding alone had about 4,000 bales 
this last year.
3332. Whatever route may be determined upon for the construction of a railway to Forbes you think a 
large amount of traffic would be brought here ? Yes. Of course, if you go to Parkes, the line would be longer 
via Cudal. The Borenore line is only 1 mile longer from Sydney, going to Forbes and Parkes, than the 
other route.

a. f.
Hutchinson,

Esq.

G eorge
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G-eorge Henry SheafEe, Esq., District Surveyor, sworn and examined:—
3333.
3334.
3335.
district ? Yes. “. 3 Mar., 1890.
3336. That is within the land district ? Yes.
3337. What is the distance it runs in any direction from the town of Forbes ? It extends 20 miles north 
of Parkes and 20 miles-south of Eorbes. In an easterly direction it extends to the Land Board district 
of Orange; in a westerly direction it goes about 10 miles -west of the towns of Eorbes and Parkes. ■
3338. Could you furnish the Committee with a return showing the land alienated in this district ? Well, - 
the map I exhibit sho-ws the alienated land.
3339. Is that according to parishes ? It is taken as to parishes; some are divided by the line equi' 
distant between Eorbes and Parkes.
3340. Will you take the map marked exhibit 1 ? Yes.
3341. Nowr, is there any portion of the land shown upon exhibit 2, included in the map marked No. 1 ?
No ; this is confined to the Land Board district of Orange.
3342. The land as shown on both of these maps does not overlap ? No.

S00(l enough to give the totals ? The totals I give you refer to the alienated reserved 
and unalienated land between the line east and west 20 miles north of Parkes, a line east and west half 
way between Parkes and Eorbes, and a line east and west 20 miles south of Eorbes. I will take the.
Parkes portion first. The alienated land there amounts to 225,770 acres—there are reserved 197,699 acres—• 
and unalienated 211,344 acres. In the Eorbes portion there are alienated 435,976 acres, reserved 
197,302 acres, and unalienated 95,499 acres—these totals are only approximate.

I® hh® large gold-field reserve between Parkes and Eorbes included in the unalienated return you 
give ? Yes. ^
3345. It is unalienated land of all sorts, strictly Crown land ? Now I come to think of it, the unalienated 
land does not include the gold reserve.
3346. Could you tell us the stations in the districts of Parkes and Eorbes which now hold leasehold 
areas ? Not from memory. There is the Billabong gold-field reserve of 100,000 acres ; and as far as my 
judgment goes, I think 80,000 might be revoked ; there is a timber reserve between here and Eugo-wra of 
about 18,000 acres. I think 10,000 acres might be revoked. When the raihvay line is going to be con
structed, timber will be required. On the Lachlan gold-fields, south of the river, 5,000 acres have recently

aPProved,for revocation after survey ; then there are large railway reserves in all parts of the district.
3347. Along the various surveyed routes ? Yes. Between here and Eugowra there are about 25,000
acres reserved for railway purposes. The reserves in this district are composed chiefly of good land. In 
other districts I have known large timber areas worthless for any other purpose to be reserved • in this 
district nearly all the land reserved is good. ’ ’ .
3348. And suitable for agricultural as well as pastoral purposes ? A large proportion is suitable for 
agriculture, out tnere is no worthless land, no unused land as there is in many other reserves. I am 
speaking no\v of the whole of the Land Board district. I can give you some road distances. From Borbes 
to Parkes it is 21 miles by road; from Eorbes to Condobolin 58 miles, that is from town boundary to 
town boundary ; from Eorbes to Eugowra, by road, it is about 20 miles ; from Parkes to Condobolin by 
road 622 miles—the -whole of these distances are from town boundary to town boundary. They are 
scaled from the map, and are approximately correct. From Eorbes to Marsden, to the south-west from 
here, it is about 40 miles. I have taken the area of the land district of Eorbes at 1,124,000 acres Grenfell
1,252,000 acres, Parkes 2,500,000 acres, and Condobolin 2,500,000 acres. These are all given’roughly • 
they give a grand total of 7,290,000. I have noted that the land district of Eorbes extends from 10 to 
40 miles from Eorbes—a mean of about 20 miles; the Parkes district extends from 10 to 104 miles from 
Parkes three quarters of this area is as close to the Bourke railway line as it is to the town of Parkes.
5 per cent, is about all the unavailable country in the Land Board district of Eorbes. ' '
3349. Is that all the useless country in the district ? It is useless, except for poor pasturage.
3350. What is the nature of the soil on the timber reserve between here and Eugowra ? Very good.
3351. Was it reserved specially as a timber reserve for the requirements of the people, or is it a fancy 
reserve ? It was reserved specially for the use of the timber.
3352. Then there is timber on it ? Yes. '
3353. What is the nature of the timber on it ? It is chiefly pine away from the river, there is very good
gum on the frontage. J b
3354. Is that large area still required on behalf of the general public? Part of it is on the leasehold
area ; it has been considered as to whether it was required for the public. Some of it is approved for 
cancellation as a special area. 1 r .
3355. About how many acres ? About 1,200 acres.
3356. You should be in a position to state whether this large area included in the Billabong gold-field 
reserve is required in the mining interests ? I think not. I recommended the cancellation of 20 000 
acres in one portion, and 7,500 in another was absolutely revoked, but re-notified, pending survey to be 
dealt with as a special area. I believe 20,000 acres is ready for sale, and that the Mines Department 
have approved ox the cancellation of it also, but it is not yet decided in what way it shall be disposed of.
3357. In what part of the district are these 20,000 acres recommended for cancellation? They extend
from within 7 miles of Eorbes to about 3 miles of Parkes. .
3358 I suppose that in your capacity of district surveyor you recommended that this area should be 
revoked r Y es.
B359. Consequently you must he of opinion that it is required for purposes of settlement ? Certainly.
3360. And that that settlement will be no detriment to the mining interest ? I think not.
3361. The small settlement between here and Parkes is owing to what ? To the whole of the land beino-
reserved. °
3362. The land at the same time being very good ? Yes.
3363. Had it been opened for selection would it have been settled upon ? There would not be an acre 
not taken up.
3364. If the land had been thrown open between here and Parkes a few years ago there would he there 
now a continuous line of selections ? Yes, the whole of the land would have been taken un

31 (a)—M *

Mr. Lee.] What position do you occupy ? I am District Surveyor, stationed at Forbes. , Gt. B.
How long have you been at Eorbes ? A little more than five years. S&eaffe, Esq.
You produce a tinted map showing the alienated and unalienated land, and the reserves in yotfr'

3365.
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3365. As to the area of conditional purchases and conditional leases in your district are they taken up to 
the maximum allowed under the Act ? As a rule they are, in the western part of the district. Many in 
the eastern part are too close together. The whole of the land was taken up before.
3366. I suppose you take a turn through the district occasionally ? Tes.
3367. Is there a tendency to bring the land under cultivation ? I think a good deal of land would be 
brought under cultivation if carriage were easy.
3368. Is this land fit for cultivation within an easy distance of a market ? TeSj and a large area of it 
would be cultivated.
3369. Do you know of your own knowledge anything as to the nature of the various settlers—do you think 
they are bond fide settlers taking up the land intending to make it their homes, or are they acting on behalf 
of syndicates or capitalists ? I think a great many are taking it up solely in their own interests—almost 
the whole are in that position I think.
3370. If a selector will fence, improve, and cultivate his land it is stvong prima facie evidence of his bond 
fides ? Tes. I think the class of settlers we have now are bond fide men.
3371. Do you know the railway route from Parkes to Porbes ? Tes. -
3372. Is any portion of it subject to inundation ? I should think not.
3373. Is there no portion of it close to Porbes subject to flood? Tes, a little piece.
3374. Do you know the flood levels ? I have seen nothing during the last five years approaching these 
lines ; we hear of floods twenty years ago, but I could not give you evidence about them.

, 3375. But you know the flood levels in and about the town of Porbes ? Pairly well.
3376. Do you know where the line enters the town ? Tes ; but I think none of the line approaching this 
town from Parkes is subject to flood. Some of the town allotments through which tho line passes will be 
subject to flood, but I have not seen any flood there.
3377. Tou have seen the Lachlan come over its banks ? Tes.
3378. Does the flood enter the town ? It runs through the lagoon.
3379. Will you describe the lagoon where the flood waters enter ? It is a billabong of the Lachlan. The 
flood waters leave the river about 12 miles from here, and on the east of the town ; they run round the 
district and back into the river about 2 miles below the town.
3380. Tou have seen the flood waters come round there ? Tes, but only over a very little of the town land.
3381. Have you seen the flood sufficiently high to prevent horse and vehicular traffic ? No ; it is not a 
foot deep over that land in most places. There is a very slow current. The rivers here are very slow 
when in flood.
3382. Do you think that that portion of the line could be improved in any way ? Hardly, I think ; I do 
not think it could, coming in from Grenfell from the river.
3383. Tou think the line, as staked, is about the best which can be brought inside the town boundaries ?
1 could not suggest any improvement.
3384. Do you know the site selected for the terminus in the town? No, I am not aware of its position.
3385. Do you know anything of tho country between here and Condobolin ? Tes.
3386. Is any portion of it subject to inundation ? Tes ; some of the country is subject to it, but I think 
it is easily avoided.
3387. The greater part of the country is very flat ? Tes.
3388'. Once the river comes over the bank, the water extends for some distance ? Tes, but not as far as 
the trial lino, I fancy.
3389. Do you know the country between hero and Eugowra ? Pretty well.
3390. Is it subject to flood ? Not where the trial line is laid out.
.3391. And then again from Eugowra to Co-wra what is the nature of the country between those places ? 
That I do not know. •
3392. Do you know anything of Cudal ? Only from passing through it.
3393. Tour official duties do not take you there? No. .
3394. Do you know Eugowra ? I know the town well. .
3395. It is in your district ? All on this side of the creek is in my district—that is, the chief part of tho 
town and the alienated land.
3396. Do you happen to know whether railway reserves have been made along all the trial surveys 
relating to this district ? Some have not been made until quite recently. Some of the land was taken 
up before the reserves were made.
3397. Some of the surveys were made years ago ? Tes.
3398. And were the reserves made then ? Not in all instances, I think. There is a railway reserve,
2 miles wide, between Porbes and Eugowra.
3399. Is there a reserve thence to Cowra ? That I do not know.
3400. Is there a reserve between Cudal and Borenore ? I could not say.
3401. These reserves having been in existence for so many years have no doubt retarded settlement ? Tes.
3402. Had the land been available, rvould it have been selected? Tes.
3403. And is it closed now purely on account of its being railway reserve ? Tes. There are also timber 
reserves here.
3404. Does the travelling stock reserve run through any portion. Yery little ; it is almost all south of it.
3405. I mean along the line as shown by the survey on the map the travelling stock reserve runs along 
the line for a portion of the distance and parallel with it for the remainder ? Tes.
3406. Are applications being made to you to revoke any of the reserves ? Constantly.
3407. Of course all the applications for the revocation of reserves in this district made to the Minister 
are sent to you for report ? Tes.
3408. Have you any in your office at the present lime ? A few; but generally all on resumed areas have 
been dealt with. I have 5,000 acres in one reserve to measure up now. I think I alluded to that 
before.
3409. Can the Committee take that as an evidence that there is a demaud for land? There is a groat
demand for these reserves. _
3410. And are they to be thrown open in special areas ? Nearly all near Porbes and Parkes are in
special areas. _
3411. The pastoral leaseholds, as you know, are shut up for some little time to come ;—do you think that

G. H.
Shealfe, Esq.

3 Mar., 1890.
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as these leaseholds fall in they will he availed of by small settlers ? All the land on the leasehold areas 
will be taken up, I think, as the leases fall in.
3411^. Is the land good enough for selection ? Undoubtedly it is.
3412. As land has become available in the past, it has, as far as your knowledge goes, beeU taken up by 
small holders ? Tes.
3413. Is there any tendency in the district to aggregate large estates ? There are one or two large 
estates. There is a large estate at Burrawang. It is the largest in the district. I do not remember the 
area of it, but it is a very large one. There is a large one also at Condobolin. Then there is Wandary, 
near Borbes ; Carrawobbity and Nelungaloo, between Borbes and Parkes—nearer Parkes.
3414. And along the other track, between here and Eugowra ? There are no large estates along there.
3415. And between Eugowra and Cudal F I could not say. _
3416. Mr. Dowel.~\ What is the distance between Eugowra and Parkes ? I think it is 24 miles.
3417. Do you know the country between Eugowra and Parkes ? Not the whole of it.

a. h.
Sheaffe, Esq,

3 Mar., 1890.

James Wilson Taylor, Esq., Crown Lands Agent, sworn and examined:—
3418. Mr. Dowel.] What position do you occupy ? I am a Crown Lands Agent.
3419. How long have you been in the district ? About four years.
3420. Can you say what Crown land .has been alienated in the district previous to 1885 ? About 200,000 
acres in this district. I am referring now to conditionally purchased land.
3421. What area had been sold by auction up to 1885 ? 209,000 acres.
3422. What was the area of the pre-emptive leases ? It was very small.
3423. Would they amount to 150,000 acres ? I do not think so.
3424. Can you inform the Committee what area of conditional purchase has been made since 1884 ? 
About 65,000 acres.
3425. What area has been conditionally leased ? About 150,000 acres.
3426. What area has been sold by auction ? Very little. .
3427. Do you find that there is much inquiry for land here ? Almost daily—weekly, at any rate.
3428. Is the demand sufficiently large to cause persons sometimes to go to the ballot ? It always is, in 
cases of reserves being revoked or special areas being thrown open.
3429. Have you had any special areas thrown open recently ? We had a large area within 3 miles of the 
town, on the east of Wongajong. '
3430. Can you say how many acres ? Close upon 5,000. *
3431. Is that land taken up ? All of it.
3432. At what price ? £1 10s. an acre.
3433. What was the size of the areas ? 160 acres; three were of less area.
3434. What is the character of the land ? It is very good land. .
3435. Good agricultural land? Tes.
3436. Was it taken up chiefly by residents of Borbes ? A large part of it was. ..
3437. By men who knew the land well ? Tes.
3438. Does any portion of the Eastern Division come within your district? None at all.
3439. Tours is all Central ? Tes.
3440. Could you say the number of acres locked up in your district in leasehold areas ? I could not say 
without the reserves.
3441. But with the reserves ? 524,000 acres. .
3442. When do you anticipate that the leasehold areas will be available for selection or for purpose's of
settlement ? According to the Act, in ten years. , .
3443. Is the statement made, that some of the land would be available in five years, correct? Quite 
correct, I think. Probably some of the large estates, such as Wongajong, will be refused the extension.
3444. And some of the land will be available in five years and some in ten ? I think that is almost a
certainty. ' .
3445 Mr. Zee.] Have many of the holdings been transferred ? Tes, backwards and forwards.
3446. In what proportion by way of mortgage and in what proportion by way of absolute sale, approxi
mately ? I should say, half and half. ;
3447. Would you infer from that that the conditional purchaser, from special circumstances, has been
compelled to raise money ? That is all I could infer. . ' .
3448. Have you any reason to infer that any of these absolute transfers are being made by persons, who
have simply held for larger men ? I have not seen it myself. I have no reason to infer that. . ...
3449. What is the general impression you have received as land agent as to the position of settlers here ?
My general impression is that the banks, owing to bad times' since 1885, have giveh little advances to 
struggling persons, and that they are all redeeming. .
3450. Have you had occasion to arrive at the conclusion that there has been any large area of land held
by dummies ?' Not the slightest. , .
3451. Therefore you think the nature of the settlement is of an absolutely character ? Very
much so. 200,000 acres of purchased land is all certificated land upon which there has been made improve
ments to the value of 10s. per acre, showing that £100,000 has been expended by small settlers upon 
improvements. . '
3452. Do you receive any applications for land from persons out of the colony ? Yery often. Last week 
we had inquiries from Yictoria, and from the Yictorian border, from persons seeking to get land.
3453. Applying to you to know if there were any land available ? Just so—by letter.
3454. So far as you can see, there is a growing demand ? There is no doubt of it.
3455. What is the land revenue of your district ? Last year it exceeded £19,000.
3456. Brom all sources ? Tes ; £12,000 of that sum was made up of instalments upon conditional 
purchases alone; the balance was for first deposits, and there were a few auction sales of allotments.
3457. Have you taken out the returns for the last five years ? The average would be £15,000. .
3458. Some years. I suppose, would be much less ? I think it never comes to less than £14,000. .
3459. Would a dry season affect the returns r No, not to any extent. I have looked up my books, and I 
find that since 1861 over £400,000 has gone to the Treasury from this district alone. With reference to

. the

J. W.
Taylor, Esq.

3 Mar., 1890.
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J- W. the land selected lately at Parkes, I may mention that it has been taken up in large areas, and that nearly 
Taylor, Esq. every selector who went there called at my office before he went to see if he could get land in this district. 
j'm A These men would have preferred to select here, but they had to go further on as we had not an acre to 

ar'’ ' give them. I’could not give a full area of good land in my district to any man. If a railway were made 
through this district, and especially from Borenore to Porbes, there would necessarily be large railway 
reserves thrown open. On the Borenore line there is a railway reserve 30 niiles in length, and a mile.each 
way in breadth. That would give an area of 20,000 acres available if a railway were constructed, and it is 
all good country. _
3460. That would apply also to the construction of the Cowra line ? I am not quite safe in saying that I 
think, but I am under that impression. Alongside these reserves often there are timber reserves. They are 
made for the purpose of supplying timber for the railway.
3431. Do you know the class of timber upon the reserves you speak of ? There is fair gum and good pine. 
3162. There is no ironbark there ? I am not aware of it. ...
3463. Mr. Dowel.~\ Can you account for there being more land available in the Parkes district than in tho 
Porbes district ? Because it has not been taken up, I suppose.

92 • PAELIAMENTARY STAXDING COMMITTEE OST PUBLIC WOEKS.

. •' . Arthur Sharp, Esq., Q-overnment Surveyor, sworn and examined
A. Sharp, 3464. Cfliairman.'] What is your position P I am a Government surveyor.

Es<4 3465. Stationed where ? In the Porbes Land Board district.
3466. How long have you been in this district ? Thirteen years.

3 Mar., 1890. 3437. Have you been in your present position the whole time ? I was licensed surveyor for two years 
after I came into the district. _ '
3468. I suppose you have a pretty intimate knowledge of the class of country in this district ? I have 
been pretty well all over it.
3469. Is there any material difference between the class of country round about Porbes and that round
about Parkes ? Yes, there is a difference. The soil about the river is of a black, loamy nature ; while out
about Parkes it is more sandy.
3470. After you leave the river, do you find the class of country similar to the Parkes country ? Very 
similar.
3471. Has there been, to your knowledge, much alienation in small areas in this district during the last 
few years ? Yes.
3472. Can you tell the Committee where most of these small areas were selected ? Prom 2 to 4 miles 
to the south of Porbes.
3473. What has been the area selected to the south of Porbes ? About 5,000 acres altogether, each holding 
being limited to 160 acres.
3474. Do you know anytning of the country to the north-west of Parkes P Yes.
3475. Do you know a place called Kadina ? Yes.
3476. What class of country is it there ? Box and pine forest and sandy soil.
3477. Is there much land selected ? Yes ; all that is available. '
3478. Can you tell us wrhat has been selected there wdthin the last few years ? Prom 70,000 to 80,000 
acres, I believe.
3479. Do you knowr Mickibri ? Yes ; I w^as including that wdien I mentioned Kadina. -
3480. Do you know of any settlement within the last year or two to the wrest either of Parkes or Porbes ? 
Hot exactly to the west, because it is leasehold area ; but to the north-west of Parkes, at Trundle, there 
has been a good deal of selection.
3481. How far is Trundle from Parkes ? Where the new settlement is, at the lagoon at Trundle, I 
should say 32 miles.
3482. AVhat distance would that be from Porbes ? About 43 miles. . .
3483. Then there wrould only bo 11 miles difference betwuen the two places ? A bout that.
3484. Is it a class of country suitable for agriculture ? Yes; the soil is good enough if the climate is
suitable. .
3485. Do you know what the settlers generally are doing there—whether they are grazing, or whether they 
are going in for agriculture ? They are nearly all graziers at present. There has been very little agricul
ture so far.
3486. What is the average size of the holdings ? They are mostly the full area—2,560 acres.
3487. Could you tell us the aggregate amount of land which has been selected there ? In the Trundle 
paddock there are about 90,000 acres. This has all been selected, with the exception of the stock reserve 
which goes through it, about 1 mile wide.
3488. Is there any similar settlement near to Porbes ? The holdings about here are generally smaller.
3489. They are absolutely taken up for agriculture ? Yes. There are a number of men who have settled 
to cultivate in a hona-jide manner. So far as I know7, they are all bona-fide men.
3490. Are they going in for agriculture ? They have hardly had time yet; they have had barely time to 
fence in and build their homes.
3491. What is the number of acres under crop within a radius of 10 miles of this place ? I could 
not say.
3492. You have had a good deal of experience in the Porbes district ? Yes.

* 3493. In wdiich direction does most of the agricultural land lie from Forbes—north, east, south, or west ? 
I think most to the south, on the other side of the river, in the Grenfell electorate.
3494. How far does the agriculture commence from Porbes ? At the river.
3495. Is there a continuation of it in any particular direction? Ho ; there is not a continuation. There 
is good land close to the Cowra-road, and also on the Grenfell-road.
3496. What class of land is there in the railway reserve betw'een here and Eugowra ? It is first-class land 
for agricultural jmrposes.
3497. You are sure it would be suitable for that ? Yes.
3498. Consequently, there can be no doubt about its being selected immediately it is thrown open? Ho ; 
it wmuld be all taken up at once.
3499. Mr. Dowel.~] When the pastoral holdings were divided in the Porbes district, did the squatters

obtain,
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obtain, in the leasehold areas, the principal water-frontages ? Yes, especially at Burrawang. They 
obtained in that instance 35 miles of water-frontage.
3500. When that land is thrown open for settlement you think it will be taken up by Iona fide settlers ?
Every inch of it. 3 Mar., 1890.
3501. Eor the purpose of genuine settlement ? Yes.
3502. -Do you know the proposed railway route to Cudal ? Yes; I used to work there. Until the 1884 
Act came into operation it was part of my district.
3503. What is the character of the country along the proposed lino ? There is rich agricultural land—
there is a great deal of it about Cudal especially. '
3504. Is it true that the line would pass through 30 miles of private land ? I do not think there is so 
much as that. Erom here to Eugowra it passes through no private land at all. I do not think it could 
pass through so much as you say ; it might pass through 20 miles.
3505. If Dr. Boss, M.P., made that statement to the Minister it would be incorrect ? I think so.
3506. Would it pass through barren hills and miles of bottomless swamp ? Certainly not.
350?. You know the route ? Yes.
3508. Is any portion of it liable to flood ? No.
3509. Do you know Keenan’s Swamp ? Yes ; the line keeps to the south of that.
3510. Did you ever hear of a surveyor being bogged in it ? No. .
3511. Did you not hear of Mr. Sharkey being bogged there ? No.
3512. Do you know the distance between Eugowra and Parkes ? By road 26 miles, but the road is not
the shortest route. .
3513. Would there be any engineering difiiculties in constructing a railway from Eugowra to Parkes?
Not any if they turn off 3 miles this side of Eugowra, at the foot of tho mountains—from there to Parkes 
there is similar country to that which you find between here and Parkes.
3514. What is the distance of that line from the starting-point you have just mentioned? 21 miles, by 
shortest route.
3515. And the distance from Eugowra to Eorbes is 23 miles ? Yes.
5316. Then Eugowra would be about equidistant from both places ? Yes. '
3517. Do you know the country between Woodstock and Eugowra? Yes, all but the last 10 miles. I
know the country between Eugowra and Canowindra, and I have been about 10 miles beyond. .
3518. Would there be any engineering difficulties in constructing a railway in that direction ? No. Erom 
here to Eugowra there is level country, and from Eugowra to Canowindra there is one small gap. .
3519. Do you know the distance from Woodstock to Eugowra? 42 miles by road.
3520. Then the total distance to Eorbes would be 65 miles ? Yes.
3521. The country you know of there is of an exceedingly good character ? Yes. .
3522. Is it in large estates ? No. Where the line would go, from within a mile this side of Canowindra 
right up to Eorbes, there will be Crown land all the way. There is a stock reserve a mile wide from 
Eugowra to Canowindra.
3523. Is there any considerable population on the route to W oodstock via Eugowra? Yes ; it would tap 
both sides of the river from Canowindra down.
3524. Is that country liable to be flooded ? No, not a bit.
3525. And -when the Crown lands are available for settlement are they likely to be occupied? Yes, with 
the exception of a small portion.
3526. Do you know the various routes which have been proposed to serve Eorbes ? Yes.
3527. Haying aknowdedge of the route from Molong to Parkes, also the Cudal route and the Woodstock 
route, which do you think would be the best to adopt in the interests of the country ? I think the Wood
stock route 'would be the best, for the reason that the line would be most easily constructed.
3528. At a less cost ? Yes ; and it would also be close to the main watercourse of the Western District.
3529. Do you know the country between here and Condobolin ? Yes.
3530. Do you think a large portion of the Condobolin traffic would be brought to Eorbes ? I think all of 
it from Condobolin would come here. In the first place, they would follow along the watercourse, so 
that they might always have water in dry times.
3531. Do you know the country as far as Mount Hope ? Yes.
3532. Do you know of any resources in that district which would be likely to bring revenue to a railway 
at Eorbes ? I do not think so, because it would suit them better to go across to Carathool.
3533. With their copper, and also to obtain produce ? Not to obtain produce.
3534. Would they come to Eorbes for their produce ? I think so.
3535. Do you not think any of the copper or wool would come to Eorbes? I think on consideration 
that some of it might come here—they could reach the railway a trifle closer by going to Carathool, but 
they would have considerably extra trainage.
3536. Do you know the country between Condobolin and Wilcannia ? Only as far as Mount Hope,
about 100 miles. .
3537. Do you know the character of the country on the Billabong East run ? Yes. '
3533. What class of country is it ? A large part of it is bad, but there is some good land which has 
been alienated. ' ■ "
3539. Is it not fit for agricultural purposes? No ; most of it is the wrorst country I ever saw—it is '*■
wretched country.
3o40. Is any portion of the line between Eorbes and Eugowra subject to floods ? Not an inch of it.
3541. You know where the proposed line goes ? Yes. In 1879, I was here when a road was asked for 
by the Council to be reserved for the use of the townspeople of Eorbes in flood time to bring their mails 
in. I reported on the application, and got all the information I could from good authority. I suggested 
where the road should be reserved, and I notice that they have taken the railway right outside that, and 
have gone so high that I am sure it must be outside the reach of any flood.
3542. Is there any chance of floods interfering with the line between Eorbes and Condobolin ? There 
might be spme, because there would be a certain amount of water to contend with, but it is only shallow, 
and there is no current as far as I know.
3543. What depth has the deepest flood that you have known there been ? About 2 feet, I suppose, in
the deepest part, except, of course, in the watercourses. ’
3544. I suppose there would be miles of that flooded country ? Not a great deal; there might be a couple 
of miles perhaps.

A. Sharp, 
Esq.
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A. Sharp, 3545. Can you tell us the distance between Parkes and Condobolin ? About 66 miles.
®84- 3546. And between Porbes and Condobolin ? 60 miles. '

C” 3547. There is 6 miles difference then ? Yes.
3 Mar., 1890. 3548 We jjave had a witness who has sworn that the distance from Forbes to Condobolin is 58 miles, 

and from Parkes to Condobolin 62-j miles, making a difference of only of 4i miles—are you sure that you 
are right and that he is wrong ? I am going by the road. I am not speaking of the railway line ; 1 am 
speaking of the traffic road. ,
3549. Has that been measured and marked ? It has not been measured continuously, but I have taken it
off the maps. .
3550. Mr. Sheaffe also has taken the distance off the maps ;—would he be likely to be right? Perhaps 
he did not allow for bends. I have taken my distance very carefully. The distance from Forbes to 
Condobolin has always been known as 60 miles since I have been here. Perhaps Mr. Sheaffe took the 
distance from the town boundary of each place, whereas I took it from the centre ot each town. . .
3551. But the centre will give the same difference in each case ? Yes, I see; I did not look at it in that 
light. It used to be called 70 miles from Parkes ; but I do not reckon it is above 66.
3552. Do you know the character of the country to the north of the proposed line between Molong and 
Parkes ? Yes. For some 17 or 18 miles from Molong there is very good country on the north side, 
and from that it is very bad. There is a good deal of very bad country between Coates Creek and 
Bolderogery.
3553. That is the Dungeon Bange ? Croaker’s Bange ; the ranges junction.
3554. Have you been on the other side of the range north-west towards Parkes ? Yes.
3555. "What class of country is it ? Yery poor barren hills. _
3556. "What sort of land is there from Bumberry to Bindogandri ? There are 4 miles of bad country 
along the road, but when you get to Bindogandri you open out into good country. The bad country 1 
speak of is in the ranges.

04 PARLIAMENTABY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEKS.

Edward Chapman, Esq., Post and Telegraph Master, sworn and examined:—
E. Chapman, 3557. Mr. Lee.'] "What is your official position ? I am Post and Telegraph Master stationed at Forbes. 

■Es4- 3558. How long ? Seventeen years and a few months.
3559. Have you prepared any statistics for the Committee ? Yes.

3 Mar., 1890. gggQ_ will you read them ? Yes. This is a return showing the business transacted at the Forbes Post
office for 1887, 1888, and 1889 respectively. The money received for money orders and Savings Bank 
transactions for 1887 was £6,957 19s. 9d.; the money orders and Savings Banks warrants paid amounted 
to £4,475 15s. 6d. For 1888 the amount received was £9,322 6s., and the amount paid £4,582 7s. 9d. 
In 1889 the amount received was £10,147 4s. 5d., and the amount paid £4,027 8s. 3d. The telegraph 
revenue for 1887 was £921 6s. 7d. ; in 1888, £923 5s. 3d.; and in 1889, £1,017 6s. 5d. The letters 
posted at Forbes in 1887 numbered 167,046, and the newspapers 50,634. In 1888 the letters posted 
numbered 189,465, and the newspapers 55,890. In 1889 the letters posted were 239,040, and the news
papers 61,305. The sale of postage-stamps for 1889 amounted to about £3,000.
3561. During the period for which these statistics were furnished was there any mining rush in the 
district? Not that I know of. Parkes had broken out twelve months before I came here.
3562. But during the last three years ? No, not to my knowledge.
3563. Do the posts for the mining centres round about Parkes affect your returns in any way ? Not in
the least. _
3564. Can these returns be taken as a fair indication of the steady progress of the district ? Yes.
3565. Do the letters received and distributed in the district bear favourable comparison to the number 
posted ? They are about the same.
3566. How many mail-bags do you dispatch weekly from here? "We interchange with, as nearly as 
possible, twenty post-towns.
3567. Some daily and some weekly ? Yes ; and some bi-weekly and some tri-weekly, _
3568. How many officers in your department are included in the telegraph branch ? Four, exclusive of 
myself; that does not include letter-carriers or messengers.
3569. G-o five years beyond 1887, what would the returns be, approximately, at that period ? Abouto ne* 
half of what I have given, I should say.
3570. Where do you reckon the great increase has taken place ? There has been a steady increase since 
I have been here. Every year I have noticed an increase in every department.
3571. Was there a mining population when you came here seventeen years ago ? No ; only the remnants 
of the old rush.
3572. To what do you attribute the increase in the correspondence ? To increased population and 
settlement.

Mr. Matthew Bolton, storekeeper, sworn and examined :—
Mr. 3573. Mr. Dowel.] Where do you reside ? I am a storekeeper, residing at Condobolin.

M. Bolton. 3574. How long have you been there ? Twelve years. Previous to that I lived in Forbes.
' —' 3575. How long -were you in Forbes ? Seventeen and half years.

3 Mar., 1890. ggyg. Do you know the country between Molong and Parkes and Forbes ? Yes.
3577. Have you any statistics you wish to lay before the Committee ? I have particulars of the amount 
of carriage passing to and from the district, which I obtained through the carrying agents—it is an 
approximate estimate of the trade to Condobolin, and the Lower Lachlan.
3578. From what agent did you obtain the information ? From Wright Heaton’s agent.
3579. Is the agent here ? The man who acts there is here.
3580. I understand that you wish to give evidence in favour of the proposed line from Cowra to Forbes? 
Yes. I have been storekeeping in Condobolin for over ten years. During that time all the goods I have 
received from Sydney came via Borenore until the Cowra extension opened. As soon as tho Cowra 
extension opened I obtained all my goods in that direction, and in comparing what I have paid with the 
amount which has been paid by others who had obtained their goods via Borenore, I find I have effected

. a
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6, saving on the carriage of from Gs, 8d. to 7s. 6d. per ton. The trainage is a little more, on account of 
the lengthy distance of the line, but the carriage rate from Cowra, on account of the superior character 
of the road, is considerably lower. • 3
3581. Supposing a railway were constructed to Forbes, either from Cowra to Forbes, from Molong and ar'’ , ‘
Parkes to Forbes, or from Cudal to Forbes, would you still do your business with Cowra instead of coming
to Forbes ? If the line came to Forbes we should still continue that way, although the line' via Molong 
is estimated to be 3 miles nearer Condobolin than Cowra. ■ I have never had a load of goods Molong or 
Parkes way; and the carriage between Parkes and Condobolin, although little more than" half the 
distance, is the same as the rate we pay on the full distance to Cowra.
3582. Do I understand you to say that if a railway were constructed to Forbes, there'would not be much 
probability of traffic between Condobolin and Forbes? If it came to Forbes, we should, of course, get 
our goods through Forbes. The line to Parkes would be of no use to us.
3583. Do you think that if a railway were brought to Forbes there would be any revenue from your 
district ? If the route which I advocate is constructed, it would benefit not only the north side of the

. river, but also the south side. Previous to my leaving Forbes, I was with J. & W. Thomas—they do a 
large business down the river on the north and south side. At the present time the south traffic is lost to 
this district, it goes away to the southern line. I was in Sydney the other day with a gentleman from 
Euabalong, and he bought all his goods and forwarded them by the Cowra line, although he was paying 
160 miles of carriage as against the 112 to Carathool. He said he got his goods at a cheaper and quicker 
rate via Cowra than via Carathool, although he got differential rates on the southern line to balance it.
There are no differential rates on the western line.
3584. Does any merchandise come- from Melbourne to this part of the country ? The only thing is 
machinery. "We have a lot of tank-sinking plants about Condobolin. Nearly all the people1 use 
Melbourne machinery. It came round via Cowra.
3585. Setting aside all the rival routes, do you think that if a railway were brought to Forbes by any
one of them, the trade of Condobolin would be done with Forbes ? If the railway came by Parkes 
you would have the traffic from the north side of the river only, but if the railway were taken to 
the cross line from Blayney, you would get both the north and south sides up to a point near Lake 
Cudgellico. ' _ r r
3586. What is about the population of Condobolin ? About 800.
3587. Is there much land taken up and settled upon in and around Condobolin ? Since the 1884 Act 
came into operation a number of selectors have come from Yictoria and from places on the border and 
have settled on all the resumed areas available. The land within a distance of 12 miles of Condobolin is 
nearly all taken up.
3588. To what purpose have they put the land ? Chiefly grazing. As nearly as we could discover there 
are about 1,800 acres under cultivation.
3589. What is grown upon the land to which you refer ? Wheat and hay. •
3590. What do the settlers do with their crops ? So far the local consumption has been in excess of the
production. . '
3591. What are the crops like ;—are they good or bad ? One gentleman living at Bonar—-Mr. James
Dawson—I think he is about 12 miles from Condobolin, on the south, crops from 100 to 200 acres. He 
gives us his average for ten years,-taking good and bad seasons, as 14f bushels to the acre, although two 
or three times he had no crops. Coming to the north-east side there is a selector on Derrawong, about 
16 miles this way. He has put in wheat four years, and he had an average during those years of 14-2- 
bushels, although one year out of the four was a failure. He cultivates about 60 acres, but this year he 
will have over 150 acres. ‘ '
3592. In a short time you will have a surplus production in your district, which it will be difficult to get 
rid of unless you have railway communication ? Yes. We had a flour mill opened two years ago. That
gave a certain stimulus to wheat-growing. The first encouragement given to the mill was 1,800 bags of ‘
wheat. .
3593. Has the land under crop increased considerably since the mill has been opened ? Yes ; this year 
we shall have more wheat down there than we require.
3594. What quantity of wheat has been produced there this year ? I cannot give you the total, but the 
crops are exceptionally heavy.
3595. Up to the present time you have not over-produced ? No.
3596. Will there be much produce coming from Condobolin to the railway in the shape of grain ?’ I 

■ think there would be in a couple of years time, because nearly double the quantity of land will be put
under cultivation. "
3597. Would any quantity of wool be brought to Forbes if this line were constructed? Yes ; all down 
to 50 miles below Condobolin would come this way.
3598. Whatever route might be adopted to Forbes, the wool traffic would come here ? 1 Yes.
3599. And that would be considerable ? Yes ; there are some large pastoral holdings down our way.
3600. Do you think any traffic in stock would result from the construction of this line ? Yes ; but 
another gentleman, associated with me, would be able to give you particulars as to the stock traffic.
3601. Is the character of the soil tolerably good in this country? Exceptionally good.
3602. Are you subject to droughts? Yes; but there is an enormous amount of vitality in'the district.
In two good seasons we seem to recover from all the effects of one bad one.
3603. Do you know the country between Condobolin and Mount Hope ? No; I have only been as far as 
Euabalong. '
3604. Is there any further information you desire to give the Committee ? I desire to say that, although 
I have been in business twelve years, I have never had any goods sent to me by the Parkes line, nor is 
there any traffic from Parkes to Condobolin. In dry weather the want of water on the road puts it out 
of the question. In wet weather the road is of such a soft, boggy nature that the teams cannot travel 
upon it.
3605. Is there any Crown land in your district available for settlement?. I think there is more land 
available in our district than in any other. It is good land, but it is very scrubby. The scrub has to be 
taken off before it can be taken into use.
3606. What kind of scrub is it ? Pine scrub. -
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,, ^r- 3607. Does there seem a disposition on the part of selectors to take up land in your district ? Tes; par
A ' ticuiarly men from Victoria.

3 Mar 1890 6608. Is settlement continually going on ? Tes.
’’ ’ 3609. It is not at a stand-still now ? 3Mo ; even last week three or four parties came over and went on to

the borders of the district, on Melrose, which has been free from selectors all along.
3610. No matter by which route the railway may he constructed to Porbes, a large proportion of trade 
from Condobolin will come here ? Tes ; once the railway comes to Porbes.
3611. Mr. Lee.'] I suppose the line from Cowra to Condobolin would suit you ? Tes ; better that any 
other, from the nearest point on the Cowra line upon which the Government might decide.
3612. So far as you Condobolin people are concerned, if the line came from Molong to Porbes, from Bore
nore to Porbes, or from Cowra to Porbes, Porbes would still be the depot for the Condobolin traffic ? No 
doubt of it.
3613. If the line were not constructed you would continue to send your dray traffic to Cowra ? Tes.
3614. Although it is a longer distance down to' Porbes ? Tes.
3615. Of course there is a railway station there ? Tes.
3616. Whereas there is none at Parkes ? No ; but there is a station at Molong, and that is nearer than 
Cowra.
3617. How far is it from Condobolin to Molong ? It is estimated to be 117 niiles.
3618. And from Condobolin to Cowra? 120 miles.
3619. The distances are about the same ; but the Cowra Boad is better ? Tes, we could not get goods 
down from Molong.
3620. Why ? In dry weather the teams could not travel that way, and in wet wreather the road wrould not 
carry them.
3621. But take a happy medium ? The country is of such a difficult nature, that you can go to Cowra a 
longer distance for a less rate of carriage. The teams believe in travelling with the river—they would 
travel with the river at a loiver rate, than by any other route.
3622. Is that road good when the river is in flood ? I have been in Porbes and Condobolin since 1861, 
and I have only seen the river in flood once, and that was for a week.
3623. Have you seen it come over the banks only once ? I have seen it over the banks, but not to
interfere with traffic. •
3624. There are two roads from Condobolin to Porbes—one on one side of the river, and tho otheron the 
other? Tes: the south side is the longest.
3625. Which side is most liable to flood ? Neither are interrupted hy flood now—they were, a few years 
ago, as there were no bridges : but the Government have built a bridge from the Coobang Creek, and 
where the river used to break out, at a place called Bumbuggin, there is now no stopipage to the traffic—all 
that was required wras the bridge.
3626. Why do you give the preference to a line from Porbes to Cowra ? On account of the country 
being better, both in fine and wet weather—the teams would much sooner go that route.
3627. But I am speaking of the railway? We think it will place us in communication with both lines— 
south and west.
3628. A large quantity of wool is produced in your part of the country ? Tes.
3629. That does not require access to both lines ? No ; but we estimate that this would be the shortest 
way, and the cheapest way, by which to get it to Sydney.
3630. Do you not know that it is 15 miles longer via Cowra to Sydney, than it would be via Cudal? 
Cowra is generally spoken of as the station; but we mean the nearest point upon which the Governmen t 
might decide on that cross line.
3631. I suppose there is a desire in your part of the country to got an outlet, to be brought into contact 
with the outside markets ? We are afraid that if wo do not get an outlet we shall over-produce, and that

• will be more injurious than anything. We could not carry our hay and grain away.
3632. Tour object would he to get to market as quickly and cheaply as you could? Tes.
3633. Would not the shortest route bo the quickest and cheapest? Well, I cannot speak as to the actual 
distances.
3634. I have already given you the distances as surveyed ? It is the prevalent opinion in Condobolin, 
that if we were connected with the Blayney and Murrumburrah line, we should be brought nearer to 
market, in the matter of trainage, than by any other line.
3635. But, according to your own admission, Porbes would be your depot ? It would suit us as a depdt.
3636. That is the point at which you must touch the railway—i§ it not ? Tes.
3637. That being the case, where do you wish to send your produce—your wool must go to Sydney ; you 
have said that you will be over-producing wheat,—what do you wish to do with that ? In view of the 
contemplated extension of the other line we hope to be able to send it the other way.
3638. What will be the dray carriage on wheat from Condobolin to Porbes ? 9d. a bushel.
3639. And would you be able to pay 9d. per bushel and ship your grain to Sydney and other markets, and 
then compete with other wheat there ? Decidedly not; we could not do it.
3640. Tour carriage would amount in all to Is. l|d. ? Tes.
3641. Then this particular line being brought to Porbes would be of no use as a wheat line ? It would 
require further extension to the westward to be a benefit, and no further extension is, I believe, contem
plated at present.
3642. An extension from Porbes to where ? Mcnindie.
3643. Supposing the line were constructed from Cowra to Porbes, and thence to Parkes and Dubbo, how 
would that suit the requirements of your district ? Not at all.
3644. As a means of outlet for the wool and station produce of your district Porbes would be the best 
point of communication? It would bring us nearest so far as communication with other places is 
concerned.
3645. But would it be the cheapest way ? We are singularly situated at present at Condobolin. Cowra 
is our nearest railway point.
3646. But if the line were constructed to Porbes ? Then of course Porbes would be the nearest point.
3647. And it would give a depot for your produce ? It would.
3648. Tet you could not send your wheat from Condobolin to Porbes, and pay f)d. per bushel dray

carriage ?
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carriage? If we did it would be handicapping the farmers very much. Nine-pence is an enormous amount Mr.
to take off a bushel of wheat. Tou can send a ton weight from Orange to Sydney for less than half that ®0*t0n‘
amount per bushel. 3
364-9. Do you advocate the route from Cowra as a portion of the route to Condobolin and thence west ? ’ '
Tes, in view of a further extension west.
3650. That is your reason ? Tes.
3651. Suppose the country does not agree to that, what line into the valley of the Lachlan would best 
suit your purpose? No other line down the valley of the Lachlan could possibly benefit us.
3652. The line under consideration from Molong to Lorbes is not the line the people of Condobolin
want? No. ■ -
3653. They urge the construction of the line from Cowra to Forbes with a view to its further extension 
to the west ? That is the idea of the majority of people in our district.
3654. Tou are not very much interested in the rival routes from Borenore and Molong ? A line coming 
from Molong to Parkes is of no benefit to the Condobolin District until it reaches Porbes.
3655. Can not the same thing be said of the Cowra line ? No. Every mile it comes further down would 
benefit us in the matter of getting our goods up or sending our wool down.
3656. Although it is the longer route ? Prom the situation of the country the other line would be of no 
use till it reached Forbes.
3657. "Whatever the difiiculties of the Condobolin people may be they want a line to Condobolin, and 
nowhere else? We do not ask for a line to Condobolin at present. We ask for a line from Cowra to 
Porbes, as being the most beneficial line in the interests of the country generally.

MINUTES OF ETIDENCE—EAILWAT FEOM MOLONG TO PAEKES AND FOEBES. 97

Mr. Humphrey William Grey Innes, produce merchant and auctioneer, sworn and examined
3658. Chairman.~\ What is your occupation ? I am a produce merchant and auctioneer, also a selector. Mr. H. W. Cr.
3659. Where do you reside ? At Condobolin. Innes.
3660. Have you resided there long ? Seventeen years. /—
3661. Have you been in your present trade the -whole time ? I was for six years a storekeeper. Eor 3 Mar., 1890. 
some time prior to that I was managing the Condobolin Station.
3662. What kind of produce do you deal in, and where do you get the outlet ? I deal chiefly in corn, 
chaff, and oats.
3663. Is it grown in the district ? The last few years it has been, but a good deal was bought in the Parkes 
district during the drought.
3664. Are you able to grow sufficient for your requirements at Condobolin ? Tes.
3665. Where do you get a sale for this produce ? Principally from stations round about and from 
carriers.
3666. Carriers going to and from Condobolin ? Tes.
3667. What advantage will you derive from the construction of this railway line ? We are here to
advocate a line from Cowra. I am prepared to give reasons why I advocate that line in preference to any 
other. The principal reason is that by the construction of a railway from Cowra to Porbes the two best 
markets in Australia would be open to the settlers on the Lower Lachlan for stock ; they will have the 
choice of the Sydney or Melbourne market. Also, in time of drought, the owners of stock will be likely 
to truck at Porbes in order to reach the cold country beyond Gundagai. Going round by Molong and 
Orange they would incur a good deal of risk by leaving their stock in the truck so long. They would 
rather take their stock across to cut the Southern Line about Coolaman than take them round by 
Molong. ^
3668. But if it were for starving stock, would it not be better for you to have a cross-line to the Western 
line, and thence to the Northern line at Werris Creek, giving you communication with the New England 
district ? In this part of the country the stock go to the Tumut, and in that direction.
3669. Is much stock sent away during the drought? We have not had an opportunity ; the owners have 
had to allow them to remain here to perish. They would take advantage of the opportunity if the line 
were constructed. I obtained statistics from the Inspector of Stock before I came away. I find that the 
estimated number of sheep in our district is 1,393,399. The estimated product of wool is 3,726 tons 16 
cwt. The number of cattle, 6,760 ; horses, 2,953 ; pigs, 460. No doubt the members of the Committee 
are aware that the Government have constructed a line of stock-tanks between Bourke and Condobolin, 
across the back country. Hitherto those tanks have not paid the wages of the caretakers.
3670. Where did you get that evidence from ? Several of the caretakers made their declarations before 
me as a Justice. They have made that statement monthly. Prom that I gathered the information 
that the tanks did not pay their wages. Sometimes the receipts would be as little as 8s. 4d. a month.
3671. Which tanks are those-? I can mention Mowabla, Boona, and Tinda. The caretakers all made 
declarations before me as a Justice, and I know that the tanks have not paid one-quarter of the men’s wages.
3672. Have you any other statements to make ? I heard Mr. Lee ask a question as to the class of 
settlers in the district. I think I can give you some information on that point. I have been intimately 
associated with them all as a land agent. As agent I have filled up many of their applications. I have 
acted for them as agent before the Board. I can unhesitatingly state that nine out of every ten of them 
are hona-jide men, and that they are a class of men who intend to go in largely for agriculture.
3673. What is the average size of their holdings ? Principally a full section. I have seen as many as
ten sections taken up there in one day. '
3674. In what direction from Condobolin are the principal portion of these selectors ? There are a great 
many to the south. There is one large body of them, about fifteen or sixteen, on one run.
3675. To the south ? Tes.
3676. What run is that? Bygalore. There are a large number on Derrawong, 14 miles from Condobolin, 
about north-east.
3677. That would be towards Parkes ? Tes, but only 14 miles from Condobolin—about half-way between 
Trundle and Condobolin. Trundle is only 40 miles from Condobolin, about north-east. I wish to rebut 
some of the evidence offered to the Committee at Parkes as to distances. It was sworn, for instance, that 
the distance between Parkes and Condobolin was only 50 miles, whereas the distance is actually 66 miles.
3678. What distance is it from Condobolin to Porbes by the road ? 60 miles.
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Mr. 11. W. G. 3679. You make a difference of G miles between the two places ? Yes. In the last drought I purchased 
J^63' over 50 tons of produce in the Parkes District, and the greater portion of it had to come round by

:t Mar 1891 ^'"r^es-
' ■’ "3680. Why did you not purchase it at Porbes ? Because I got it cheaper iu the Parkes District. I pur

chased it early, before there was a rush ; it was all .secured round about Porbes. What I bought was 
principally chaff. I came round by Porbes for the reason that the back road is a dry track in a drought. 
In dry weather you have to travel a long distance for water, and in a wet season the road is utterly 
impassable for teams. I have known a spring-van to be five weeks between Condobolin and Parkes with 
a light load.
3681. Would you be surprised to hear that Mount Hope had been supplied with flour direct from 
Parkes for a long time ? 1 should not be surprised.
3632. But would not that road pass over the same class of country as the road from Parkes to Condobolin? 
Not necessarily when you come round by Porbes.
3683. But they happen to go direct ? That might be done in a good season with good horse-teams, but 
still there are long stages.
3684. You are referring to bullock-teams ? Yes. Another reason why I advocate the line to Cowra is 
that it is cheaper in construction. There would be between Molong and Parkes 69 miles and 7 chains of 
new construction, at a cost of £7,609 per mile.
3685. Where did you get that estimate? Prom the Government statistics.
3686. Have you any statistics as to the Woodstock route ? The distance of new construction is 64 miles 
and 40 chains, and the cost is £5,500 per mile, or a total of £354,750; the grade is 1 in 60, and the height 
above Porbes is 597 feet. Another reason 1 have for advocating this line is that it opens up two good 
markets for stock. The owners of stock have the choice when they get to Cowra. I wish to contradict a 
statement made at Parkes as to mails having been sent round from Condobolin to Parkes via Porbes—- 
that is utterly untrue.
3637. I do not remember that evidence ? It is so reported in the Press.
3688. What is the class of country between Condobolin and Parkes—I mean for settlement—not for rail
way ? A good deal of the land is alienated ; it is red loam.
3689. Is it the same from Condobolin to Porbes ? It is principally river flats—more black soil; it is more 
sticky.
3690. Which would be your market in the event of either of these lines being constructed—that is, the 
line we are investigating, or the line via Cowra ? Do you mean for stock ?
3691. Which would be the outlet for stock or anything else you wanted to send away? Sydney most 
likely.
3692. But what would be the nearest point on the railway ? Porbes.
3693. With this exception, that you have an advantage of two markets so far as the stock traffic is con
cerned, that is Melbourne and Sydney, it does not matter where the railway goes after you get your goods 
on board at Porbes ? Oh, yes. The haulage would be greater via Molong than via Cowra.
3694. But it would be less ? We maintain that Cowra is a shorter distance.
3695. Is that the only other reason—that it would be shorter ? Yes.
3696. What is the reason that you and other witnesses from Condobolin have come here specially to give 
evidence against the construction of the line via Parkes ? Because at a public meeting of the residents 
of the district, which was largely attended, a resolution was unanimously carried in favour of the Cowra 
route. It was considered that that was the best in the interests of the country.
3697. In the interests of your part of the country ? No, of the country generally.
3698. Did the speakers at that meeting take into consideration the settlers to the north of Parkes ? They 
took into consideration the nature of the country the line was likely to pass through, and from their 
personal experience they believed that the line via Cowra wTould run through better country than that riot 
Molong, and that it would serve more people.
3699. Do you think that if either of these lines were constructed to Porbes it would be a matter of great 
importance to your district ? I do.
3700. No matter which way it went ? Of course it would benefit the district, but not so mateiially as it 
would if it came direct down the valley of the Lachlan.
3701. That is to leave Porbes and go to Menindie ? Yes, via Mount Hope.
3702. If you want Sydney for your market what difference does it make to you whether the line goes via 
Molong or rza Cowra ? There is the extra haulage.
3703. That is greater via Cowra than via Molong and Parkes ? But via Cowra we have the advantage 
of the Melbourne market.
3704. But supposing Sydney to be your market, what difference does it make to you whether the line goes 
via Cowra ovvia Molong ? TYe do not suppose that Sydney will be our market. "\Ve want an opportunity 
to take advantage of either market—particularly for stock.
3705. You have come before this Committee determined to fight against one line and in favour of another ? 
I have come here to support the line which, in my opinion, and in that of the majority of the people of 
the Condobolin district, is the best line in the interests of the country. I have watched the whole discus
sion from beginning to end, and I have arrived at the conclusion that this is the best line, and that it is 
likely ultimately to pay.
3706. How would a line from Young through Grenfell suit you—wmuld not that be better ? No ; I do
not think so. -
3707. It must be from your place to Cowra ? To the nearest point on that line.
3708. Mr. Lee.~] I understand you to say that one of your chief reasons for advocating the Cowra route 
is that it would’be the shortest route to Sydney ;—if 1 prove to you that it is not the shortest route, how 
will you view the question then ? I should still be in favour of the route, because, as I pointed out 
before, it opens up two markets.
3709. The opinion of the Engineer-in-Chief is to this effect:—

“188. Can you tell me the distance between Bathurst and Porbes by the Molong route ? The distance 
from Sydney to Porbes by the Molong route is 285 miles.
189. What is the distance from Sydney to Orange and Cudal ? 268 miles.
190. And from Sydney through Cowra to Porbes ? 283 miles.
191. Then the shortest route will be that through Orange and Cudal ? Yes. My principal reason 
for advocating the line is that it opens up the two best markets for stock.”
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S710. The 'question you-hare raised as to distance you have to abandon, inasmuch as it is not borne out Mr. H. W. Q-. 
by actual facts ? 'Of course, if it is not borne out by facts. Innes.
3711. You advocate the Cowra line, I take it, to come to Forbes and not to Condobolin? Ultimately it „CT_AT^n
may come to Condobolin. We are not anxious for it to come there for some time. " Mar., 1890.
3712. Supposing the railway were constructed to Forbes, would you be able to grow wbieat in your district, 
to cart it to Forbes, and to forward it to the markets of the Colony at a profit? We have not yet arrived 
at that stage at which we can more than supply the local demand. By the time we have done that, we 
anticipate having a railway to send our produce west.
3713. In the direction of Menindie? Yes. The production is increasing every year in the district. One 
man who has had 10 acres within 10 miles of Condobolin under crop will have 100 this year, and there 
are several others progressing in the same ratio.
3714. The inference is that Condobolin is a wheat-growing district ? Yes ; I have proved that myself.
3715. Every year? In the driest year I have had a crop from which I could get something. iS'ow and 
again we may get very little, but generally you would have a fair crop.
3716. What was the crop in 1888? Another witness has all the statistics about that.
3717. What freight is your district likely to supply to a railway if it were constructed to Forbes? The
return I have quoted was for the year 1889. Besides the quantity of wool I have named, there would be 
skin, hides, and tallow. ~
3718. Wool would be carried in only three months of the year ? Then there are large quantities of back, 
loading. Rock salt is used very largely down there.
3719. Independently of wool and stock, there would not be very much produce carried on the railway ?
No. '
3720. You are aware that the object of this investigation is to try to determine, if possible, which is the
best way to open the important district of the Lower Lachlan, having in view the fact that there are other 
districts with claims quite as strong, if not stronger, than yours. Bearing that in mind, which route would, 
in your judgment, serve the greater number of people living in these various districts ? I have taken that 
into consideration, and I say unhesitatingly that I believe the direct line of the valley of the Lachlan will 
be the best. ' .
3721. JTr. Dowel] Can you give us any information as to the population now in existence on the par
ticular line you advocate ? Those particulars will be given you by another witness.
3722. Have you a personal knowledge of the country within a radius of 20 miles of Condobolin ? Yes.
3723. You know the character of the country upon which settlement has taken place? Yes.
3724.. You have personally inspected the country, and you know its capabilities both as regards its carrying 
capacity and the growth of grain ? Yes.
3725. Could you give the Committee any information as to the average crops grown in your district ?
Another witness has all that information prepared.
3726. Do you know the number of acres selected at Condobolin since 1884? That will be given you by '
another witness.
3727. Can you tell us about the mail communication between Parkes and Condobolin? The postmaster 
at Condobolin will be able to give you that information from official sources.
3728. Do you know anything of your own knowledge concerning it ? I know he told me that I got the 
most letters that way, and that "was about two a week.
3729. Is the mail communication between Parkes and Condobolin by horseback, or by coach? As a 
matter of fact there is no mail between Parkes.and Condobolin. Hitherto it has been carried on horseback, 
but last month the Government decided that as there were no letters carried they would send the mail 
out via Trundle. The line is now from Condobolin to Trundle.
3730. What is the mail communication between Forbes and Condobolin ? Cobb & Co.’s mail, six times a
week each way. .
3731. Have you any industries established in Condobolin ? That information will be placed before you by
another witness. ' .

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE"—ItAJIiWAY EDOM MOLONG- TO TAEKES AND EOEBES. f 9

Mr. John Bouffler, hotelkeeper, sworn and examined
37 32. Mr. Lee.] Where do you reside ? At Condobolin. Mr.
3733. What is your occupation ? I am an hotelkeeper, storekeeper, and selector. I have resided in J. Bouffler. 
Condobolin over ten years. '
3731. Are you prepared to lay before the Committee any statistics as to your district? As to the amount 3 Mar., 1890. 
of selection, the money received at the Lands Office, and the carriage done by Wright, Heaton, & Co.
3735. From whom did you obtain these statistics ? They were copied from the butts of the Land Agent's
receipt-book by Mr. Innes and myself. ' '
3736. Did he hand you the books ? Yes ; he said that anything in those books would be authentic. We 
did not run up the totals, but he gave us the amount for the two years himself. He added it up himself.
3737. Will you read the information you have? The land alienated from the 1st January, 1888, to the 
31st December, 1889, amounted to 235,755 acres ; the total moneys received at the Lands Office for the same 
period were £29,000; the area of land under cultivation within 15 miles radius of Condobolin is 1,850 
acres ; school attendance roll at the public and denominational schools, 190; there are 8 hotels (1 of them 
haying forty rooms), 9 stores, 2 banks, 1 steam flour-mill, 1 steam, saw-mill, 1 steam wool-scourer, 4 
smith’s shops, 2 saddlers, 2 bakers, 1 cordial factory, 3 churches, a School of Arts, a hospital, a brick post 
and telegraph office, a brick court-house and lock-up, 2 racing clubs, and a well improved show ground of 
27 acres ; there are about 800 inhabitants, and the town is gazetted for incorporation; there is a daily 
mail from Sydney, and 13 mails are received and despatched weekly ; the average yield of wheat for this 
season was 25 bushels—one farm (I refer to Mr. Dawson’s) has averaged for twelve years 14f bushels.
The flour mill was only opened in 1888, and the first encouragement given to it was 1,800 bags of wheat.
The average yield of hay per acre this season is 35 cwt. At Wollongough, about 50 miles south of 
Condobolin, the selectors are completely isolated, their nearest railway station being Coolaman. No other 
route but Cowra would be of any benefit to them. In this district, called the Humbug Creek, there are

about
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Mr.
J. Bouffler.

3 Mar., 1890.

about 80,000 acres alienated. That is included in the estimate of alienated land I have already given. X 
hand in a letter which I have received from Mr. B. Macrell, of Wollongough. He says :—■

Dear sir,
The following is all the information I can give you, as the time is so short. The land selected within about 20 

miles round Wollongough is about 80,890 acres, and the population is about 250. The hay crop will average 21 tons per 
acre, and the wheat crop from 25 to 30 bushels per acre. The quantity of wool is about 500 tons. “

3738. You do not know of your own knowledge if that is accurate ? No. I will now give you some 
particulars in connection with the business of Wright, Heaton, & Co. The estimated return of the inward 
traffic from Cowra is 1,200 tons, and from Borenore 450 tons, or a total of 1,G50 tons. The wool produced 
which would go by the Cowrra route is 3,920 tons—that is in the event of the railway being brought on to 
Borbes. At present they have to go across to Coolaman. Unless the Cowra route is adopted a quantity 
of this traffic would be diverted. All on the south side would be diverted, for the reason that there is no 
means of crossing the Lachlan between Borbes and Condobolin.
3739. This wool would go by rail if the line were constructed to Borbes ? Yes.
3740. A large proportion about Condobolin, and some at a considerable distance beyond Condobolin, would
have to pass through Condobolin ? Yes. •
3741. Borbes under any circumstances would be the depot you would make for ? Providing the extension 
were from Cowra to Borbes. Bully 50 per cent, of the quantity hangs upon that extension.
3742. Where does that wool go to now ? To Whitton, Coolaman, Young, and Cowra—that is on the
southern side of the river. I should fancy it amounted to 50 per cent. '
3743. Does any of it go to Hay ? Not nearer than Mount Hope ; and the Mount Hope traffic will come 
to Borbes if you get a railway.
3744. 'Suppose the Cowra line is not constructed, and that aline is made to Borbes, dig Parkes and 
Molong, or via Borenore, would this traffic come to Borbes under those conditions? Not more than 50 
per cent, of it.
3745. Why ? Because people cannot come from the south side of the river. If you take a point due 
south from Borbes, it would go to Cowra. When you come to that point it would be cheaper to deliver 
at Cowra. Of course the Cudal route would be better than the Molong route.
3746. But by whatever route a railway were made to Borbes, would not the traffic come to Borbes just 
the same ? No ; a great deal of it would remain in its old channel on the south side of the river.
3/47. Why ? That is so far as my information goes. In the event of the Government constructing a 
railway to some point between Blayney and Harden, at Woodstock, for instance, we could get a railway 
not materially longer than the other line—some 2| miles longer perhaps, if by Woodstock.
3748. If the traffic you speak of would be diverted to the Cowra line, why should it not be diverted to 
the Cudal line ? On account of the advantages which the Cowra line offers, so far as the southern market 
is concerned.
3749. What advantage is that? Well, they would have to go round by Orange and back to Blayney, in 
order to get on to the Southern line, if you adopted the Cudal route.
3750. You know that the route you propose is a longer route than the one via Cudal? I was not aware 
of that.
3751. As a matter of fact, it is longer ? We do not advocate the junction at Cowra particularly. We 
should like a divergence nearer than Cowra if possible. We are given to understand from statistics that 
we could get a line via Woodstock, only 2Jr miles longer than the Borenore route, with the additional 
advantage of being brought into contact with the southern districts. I settled in Orange thirty-three 
years ago, and farmed there for twenty years ; I can therefore speak from a personal knowledge of the 
different routes advocated. There is one matter in connection with the route I advocate, and it is this—• 
that nearly all the settlers in the neighbourhood of Condobolin have interests southward, and it would be 
of great advantage to them to come into contact with the Southern line. When they go away for relax
ation from business, they, go that way, and their business also leads them to the southern districts.
3752. So far as produce is concerned, I suppose wool is one o'f the chief products of the valley of the 
Lachlan ? It is the staple product.

.3753. And will remain so for years to come ? Yes.
3754. To which market does that wool go? I suppose it reaches Sydney.
3755. Consequently the object of a railway would be to get it to Sydney as quickly and as cheaply as
possible? Yes. . ; j i j r j

375b. If any other line than the line you advocate would take it more cheaply and more quickly, would it 
not be a great advantage to the settlers ? No doubt it would be of some advantage to the settlers ; but 
whether it would counterbalance the extra advantage of being brought into contact with the southern 
markets I cannot say.
3757. There can be no possible advantage in getting your wool on the Southern line. You do not want 
to get it there for the benefit of its health, or to compete with Jthe stock traffic; your object is to get the 
wool to market as quickly and as cheaply as possible, and Sydney is your market ? Yes.
3758. Then, as to grain, we have evidence from you that yours is a wheat-producing country? Yes.
3759 What do you do with your grain now ? The production is not equal to the demand just now ; we 
have only just started. .

Still, yours is a wheat-producing district ? I have farmed in the Orange district twenty years, and 
as far as the production of wheat is concerned, I would rather go into it upon a large scale in Condobolin 
than in the Orange district.
3761. But at present the supply is not equal to the demand ? No.
3762. You anticipate producing more than sufficient for local requirements ? Yes.
3763. To which market do you eventually look ? I made an estimate a few years ago, and I think we 
could work up to about 10,000 tons of flour going west, and a short distance north and south.*
3764. The Borbes line would be no advantage to you, so far as the disposal of surplus produce is con
cerned. No; only in times of drought. Last year we had a good average of production, while other 
places were poorly off. There is apparently less mileage to Sydney via Cowra than via Molong.
._______________________ _________ ________________ 3765.

i *we {°n revision) : The 10,000 tons of flour mentioned above is an approximate return, provided the line was 
attended west, from Condobolin. . ■
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3765. But Cudal is the shortest route ? It is far preferable to the Molong route. The idea of those I ^1’- 
represent is, that the advantage of extra market will make up for the extra distance. From a national ®ou^ev- 
point of view there would also he less cost of construction, and the line will pass through the centre of
the country. Condobolin is equidistant from all the railway points. Mar'’ 1 •
3766. Which points ? On the Southern Line, on the Western Line, and also from Cowra. There are 
districts to be considered independently of those to which I have referred—for instance, there is Cudgel- 
lico, about 107 miles from Whitton.
3767. Suppose the Cowra line is not constructed, and that the line to Borbes via Cudal is made, would 
your district use that route ? It would be compelled to use it, I suppose, so far as that goes.
3768. If the country puts it down, will your district use it ? So far as the Molong route is concerned,
if that is put down the line will be an utter waste of money, and it will not pay. The Cudal route is 
better, but the Cowra route is better than either. ^
3769 Ton think the line should not go from Borenore or Molong ? If we cannot get the Cowra line, 
we shall be glad to get the Borenore line. The Molong line would be of no use to us. There is an 
annual loss upon the line already to Molong.
3770. What we wish to know is, whether, if the line were made from Molong, your people would use it ?
That line would have a disastrous effect on Condobolin, on account of the road. We could not avail our
selves of the road to go straight to Parkes—that is, in its present condition, and it would cost a great 
sum of money to macadamise it.
3671. But could you not get to Porbes? Yes; but then ■we should have extra haulage going round by 
Parkes to get on to the main line. .
3772. Do you think the farmers of Condobolin would grow wheat and pay the laud carriage to Porbes ?
No further.
3773. What is the cost per bushel ? With back carriage and -with good roads we could get it through at 
Is. 3d. per bag—in round figures, about Id. per bushel.
3774. And, if your grain could be conveyed by rail from Porbes to Sydney at 4Jd. per bushel, would you 
send your surplus grain there ? Yes. If w'e could find a market there would be no limit to the production.
If the price iu Sydney were 3s. 3d. per bushel there would be a market. I have heard settlers say that 
they could produce wheat and pay expenses at 2s. 6d. per bushel on the spot. ’
3775..Were you appointed at a public meeting to represent the Condobolin people before this Com
mittee ? Yes.
3776. And you put the line via Cowra forward as the best line in the interests of the country ? Yes ;
we look upon the production of grain as of secondary importance. The selectors wdio hold 2,560 acres 
combine grazing with grain-growing. The Cowra line would be a great advantage to selectors having 
small lots of sheep, wdiile it would not pay them to drive long distances to market. They want to get 
them to Sydney market, and they would have a chance of diverting to another market if the junction ' 
were made at Cowra. ,
3777. But if you adhere to Porbes as your starting-point it makes no difference ? Via Cowra they have
three markets—Sydney, Melbourne, and intermediate districts. If the Parkes road were metalled they 
could, of course, take advantage of the Parkes market. Prom my own knowledge, however good the 
condition of the road, it would make very little difference, because the teams would stick to the river on 
account of the water. I have known teams go from Condobolin to Parkes, and from Parkes back to Con
dobolin, via Forbes. There is a difference of 20 miles in the distance. They go empty, but they cannot 
come back full, unless in a wet season, when there is plenty of water, and then the road is likely to be 
very bad. . _

Norman Gatenby, Esq., pastoralist, sworn and examined: —
3778. Mr. Doicel7\ Where do you reside ? On the Lachlan; 20 miles below Porbes, on the southern bank. N. GUtenby,
3779. How long have you resided in the district ? About three years in this district, and about fifteen Es1- 
years further over.
3780. What is the size of your holding ? 55,000 acres. 3 Mar., 1890.
3781. Is any portion of the area devoted to agricultural pursuits ? There are some 200 acres under 
agriculture this year, with irrigation.
3782. Will you describe your irrigation works to the Committee ? We have a 15-inch pump, a plant 
costing about £2,000—it throws between 2,000,000 and 3,000,000 gallons of water per diem. It will 
irrigate about 500 acres.
3783. What have you found to be the effect of irrigation ? The effects are wonderful in this district, so 
far as fruit-growing and lucerne are concerned. Mangolds, potatoes, onions—almost anything iu fact— 
will grow wonderfully. We have proved it.
3784. You have very heavy crops P Yes. I have grown a large quantity of oats.
3785. What other crops have you grown? I have grown wheat, oats, potatoes, onions, maize, lucerne, 
sorghum, and fruits and vegetables of all sorts.
3786. Will you give us some idea of your average crops ? It is hard to give it exactly ; the crops are 
extremely heavy. We get about 2 tons of wheaten hay to the acre.
3787. Do you grow lucerne, for hay ? Yes. We cut it five times during the summer, getting 1 ton, or 
three-quarters of a ton per acre during that time.
3788. What is the average yield of wheat you have obtained ? I could hardly say that; we have threshed 
only a little, but I should say it would be somewhere about 40 bushels to the acre.
3789. Have you good fruit? The best fruit I have seen anywhere.
3790. What descriptions of fruit ? Oranges, lemons, peaches, figs, apples, pears, raspberries and straw
berries. All these fruits grow very well with irrigation. We find that raspberries grow very well indeed, 
with water.
3791. Do you consume on your station all this produce grown by irrigation ? No ; we have some stored.
At the present time we have 300 tons of hay stored. There is no way of getting it anywhere else. If we 
could get it away we would grow a great deal more, we would get it to Sydney, and make a regular transit 
of it. Under existing circumstances we simply grow it and store it against drought.
8792. What would be the cost of the carriage of produce from your station to Porbes ? £1 per ton, if we 
aend any quantity. 3798.
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If. Gfatenby, 3793, That would he delivered to the railway station, if there were one here ? Tes.
SCP 3794. You say that there is a probability of the area you now have under cultivation being considerably 

™crease(i ^ there were a railway at Forbes? I have not the smallest doubt of it. There are many 
3 Mar., 1890. Inen -filling £0 g0 ^ for irrigation, but they are debarred from doing so through having no outlet for their 

produce. There are seven or eight plants on the river, but that number would be largely increased 
if there were an outlet for the produce.
3795. What is the carrying capacity of your run ? That is rather a hard question. If I tell you the 
whole truth, our local Land Board will probably put up my rent. I might say, as indicating that it will 
carry a great deal, that we sheared 51,300 sheep this year from 55,000 acres. It has been a good year.
3796. Is there any portion of your runs scrubbed and ring barked ? It is fully improved-—ringbarked, 
scrubbed, fenced, and watered.
3797. Are there any other stock on the run. excepting sheep ? Cattle and horses. .
379S. What number? Only a few now. We have sold several hundred lately.
3799. W ould the wool and produce come from your station to Forbes, if there were a railway ? Yes. I should 
mention that, so far as stock-carrying is concerned, irrigated land will carry ten sheep to the acre, on 
natural grasses, for eight months of the year.
3800. Do you know anything of the settlement around your particular district? There is a great deal of 
settlement on the southern bank. On each side of the river there is a good deal of settlement. The 
holdings are not very large as a rule. They are not so large as they are further on, on account of the 
ground being richer, and the population being longer established.
3S01. Is the settlement, in your opinion, of a permanent character ? Yes, permanent bond fide men, as a 
rule—some are not, but as a rule they certainly are.
3802. Do you know anything of the rival routes ? I have heard a good deal of them.
3803. Have you been over the country which they traverse ? Yes ; but I only know the Molong to Parkes 
route well—that is a rough, rocky country.
3801. Do you know the character of the country on the Cudal route ? It is rough heavy country, but it 
is rich. There is richer country on that route, I think, than along the Molong route. r
3805. You have a good knowledge of the whole locality ? I know it wrell.
3806. In your opinion, what centres of population would be served by the construction of the line to 
Forbes through Cudal and on to Parkes ? I believe the Cudal line would be the better line as a whole ; it 
would be what one might call a national line. Undoubtedly the railway would have to go to Parkes in the 
future, but I think the first railway should be made this way.
3807. Do you know the country between Forbes and Condobolin? Well.
3808. Do you know the country further out west beyond Condobolin? There is rich red loam beyond 
Condobolin.
3809. Is it your opinion that wool and other produce grown in the district would come to Forbes if the 
railway is taken here ? Certainly.
3810. And in your judgment that would be a source of considerable revenue to the railway ? I think so. 
381L. Is there any other information you can give the Committee? As to the value of land, I might 
mention that I placed 1,000 acres of land under offer at £6 an acre some time ago to a Mr. Stewartson, of 
California, who wished to start the fruit-growing and fruit-drying in the district. I mention that to show 
the value of land and the prospects of irrigation along the river. Mr. Stewartson intended to irrigate the 
land ; it is favourably situated for that purpose—on the bank of the river.
3812. Did you sell the land at that price ? No; he did not take it, but he offered £6 10s. later on for
land further up the river ; that price, however, was refused. .
3813. The land which you yourself irrigate is on the bank of the river ? Yes ; it is rich black alluvial soil.
3814. To a considerable depth ? Yes.

PAELIAKENTABT STANDING COMMITTEE OK PUBLIC WORKS.

William Gibson Dowling, Esq., Stock Inspector, sworn and examined :—
W. G-. 3815. Chairman.] What is your position ? I am Stock Inspector. -

Dowling, Esq. ggj.<3. Stationed where ? Ait Forbes. I have been here four years.
'U A~i89() 3817. Have you prepared any statistics for us ? I have a few statistics here I can give you, if you like.

. x ar., . ji0J, illstailce, the traffic in stock on all the roads in my district. The district extends to within 6 miles of 
Cowra, on the south side of the Lachlan, in an easterly direction to the Mandagery Creek, near Eugowra, 
on the north side of the Lachlan, in an easterly direction ; westerly, it goes down to within 10 miles of 
Condobolin on the north side of the river, and on the south side within about 25 miles ot Condobolin; the 
northern boundary is at The Troughs, and the southern boundary is the Tyagong Creek, which runs into 
the Bland. I submit as portion of my evidence an alphabetical list of stock-owners with their addresses,
and number of stock within a radius of 10 miles on either side of the Lachlan, taken from their sworn
returns for last year. I also hand in the stock traffic on the north and south sides of the river from 1887 
to 1889 inclusive ; it represents the travelling stock that go up and down the river—the traffic on the 
travelling stock reserve. I will also give you the number of fat sheep leaving the district. In 1887, 
62,183 fat sheep left the district, chiefly to Homebush ; in 1888, 42,961 ; in 1889,51,000. The cross
ings at Forbes give an average of 750,000 sheep, and 40,000 head of cattle annually.
3818. The figures you have given as to the fat sheep show an increase in 1889 upon 1888, but a considerable 
decrease upon 1887 ? Yes ; they were mostly sold as stores, and taken to other fattening districts.
3819. What is the total number of sheep in your district ? 1,600,400—that would be going 3 miles
above Parkes—it includes Parkes, Forbes, and Grenfell.

" 3820. What is the length and breadth of your district ? About 90 miles long and 80 miles wide.
3821. In that area you have the number of sheep you have already given? Yes.
3822. Can you tell the Committee whether the total quantity of stock has increased or decreased during 
the last few years ? According to the returns, it has nearly doubled in three years. The sheep numbered 
about 800,000 in 1886, and now there are about 1,600,000.
3823. How do you account for 62,183 fat sheep leaving this district in 1887, and only 51,000 this last
year ? Because this last year, I think, a greater number of store sheep left the district. The total 
number of sheep that left the district in 1889 was 376,731, and the number'eoming in from other districts 
was 230,705. 3824.
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3824. You sent away 140,000 more than you brought back again ? Yes. In 1887, 63,648 left the district W. G.
in excess of those that came into at. In that year there were 62,183 fat sheep, and 207,400 stores; D.owling. ESij. 
2,097 fat cattle left tlie district. In 1888, the number of fat sheep leaving was 42,961, and of stores „
333,977 ; the number that came into the district was 205,986, making an excess of 170,952. In 1889, '
376,731 sheep left the district; of those, 51,000 were fat; 230,705 came into the district from other 
markets. The excess was 140,026.
3825. There has been a steady increase in the number, but not in the fat ? Not in the fat, because in 
good seasons people generally sell the stores. Some years a. greater number of fat sheep are sent away, 
in other years more stores. It depends on the market for either description of sheep.
3826. Will you let the Committee have a return as to the travelling stock on the different routes ? Yes.
3827. Would a railway constructed to Forbes be of material advantage to the stockowners ? It think it 
would, decidedly, as far as fat sheep are concerned.
3828. Do you think in times of drought many would be sent away by train to country where there is 
more feed ? I think so.
3829. Coming through from other districts they would truck through for the mountains ? Yes.
3830. Are there many sheep coming here from the north-western country ? Very few ; they would die 
before they reached here. They come chiefly from districts outside Condobolin. Sheep do not go south 
they all go north ; the cattle come south.
3831. Mr. Lee,~] In the event of this proposed line being constructed into the district, do you think the 
small and large owners of stock would be likely to use it? Yes.
3832. Both as a means of transporting fat stock to market, and of transporting poor stock in time of 
drought ? The line would be used for fat stock, but not, I think, for poor drought-stricken sheep, 
because they must travel by a direct and straight road; they will not stand being in a railway truck 
very long.
3833. At what point are the fat stock trucked now ? Chiefly at Cowra. They used to be trucked at 
Orange before, of course. There are little lots trucked at Molong, but they are very small.
3834. Would the construction of a line to Forbes divert this traffic from Cowra? About midway 
between Forbes and Grenfell it would go to Cowra, and the balance ivouid come to Forbes.. They would 
truck here for Melbourne and Wodonga.
3835. Was there much stock lost in the district during the last drought ? I was not there.
3836. AYould the wool from the 1,600,400 sheep in the district he sent to Forbes, if a railway were made 
there ? Some of it would go to Young, but the bulk of it would go through Forbes.
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Mr. William Thomas, storekeeper, sworn and examined:—
3837. CJiairman.~\ AYhat is your occupation ? I am a storekeeper, at Forbes, a member of the firm of Mr.- 
J. and AY. Thomas. W. Thomas.
3833. How- long have you been here ? Twenty-eight years. s—
3839. Have you resided all that time in the district ? Ares, with this exception, that I have been three ^ ^ar-i 1890- 
times to England and back.
3840. Your business is that of a merchant and general storekeeper ? Yes.
3341. By wTiich route do you obtain your supplies from Sydney ? Principally from Borenore.
3842. But, prior to the line being constructed from Orange to Borenore, by vdiich route did you obtain
them ? From Orange. When we first went into business we had to send as far as Penrith by team, 
and we have been on that line ever since. ’
3843. l^ou have always touched the AYestern line at its nearest point ? Yes.
38 44. Is there any particular information you desire to give us ? I have made a memorandum, showing 
the quantity of goods from Borenore and the quantity from Cowrra last year. AYe got 376 tons 3 cwt. 
and 2 qr. from Borenore, and 101 tons 7 cwt. from Cowra. We obtained, in sundries, from Cudal, Cowra,
Eugowra, &3., that is, flour, potatoes, bran, pollard, &e., 89 tons 13 cwt., making a total of 567 tons 
3 cwt. 2 qr.
3845. All tbe goods mentioned there, with the exception of the produce from Eugowra, Cudal, and Cowra, 
were general store goods ? Yes, the bulk of them.
3846. Did you pay the railway freight on what you got from Cudal and Eugovrra? No,
3847. AVhat freight do you pay the liailway Commissioners annually ? The amount of trainage paid by 
J. and W. Thomas for the year ending December 31st, 1889, wms £1,661 11s. 2d. AYe paid to carriers 
£1,039 19s. 7d., giving a total of £2,70110s. 9d. The trainage is made up as follows :—Borenore, £1,478 
8s. lid.; Cowra, £178 0s. lid.; and sundries, £5 Is. 4d.
3848. Did tbe Bailway Commissioners apply to you for any information on tbe occasion of their recent 
visit ? No.
3849. Do you know bow- they obtained their information in this district ? I do not think they made any
inquiries as to tbe cost of bringing goods here by rail. '
3850. Did you furnish the Commissioners with any particulars ? Well, I waited upon them, and w'e had 
a talk.
3851. Do you send any produce from the district ? Not a great deal. AYe buy wool, hides, and tallow 
sometimes, but not a great deal. There are other people in the town who buy those things.
3852. Have you travelled round about the district much during your residence here ? My travels have 
been principally between here and Sydney.
3853 Have you been along the railway route to Cowra ? Not much; I have been along part of the 
road from here to Canow-indra.
3854. Do you know tbe Molong route ? No ; I have only been twice that way.
3855. Do you know tbe Cowra route? I have been from here to Cowra, but not from Eugowra.
3856. Are there any supplies for the town coming by way of Cowra at the present time ? Some store
keepers get their goods entirely that way, but we have not been getting much. AYe find that we get them 
better from Borenore.
3857. Do the bulk of the store goods from Sydney come by way of Borenore ? Yes. There is net a 
great deal of difference in tbe cost of carriage between Borenore and Forbes, and Cowra and Foibes,

although
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Mr. although the distance from Borenore is greater. There are more drays on the Borenore line, and they 
Thgims. carry a cheaper rate.

a ArTToon 3858. Tour business gives you a fair insight into the position of selectors in the district ? Tes.
al'J ‘ 3S59. What opinion have you formed as to their position ? I think they are in a very good position.

3860. I suppose they have had the same difficulties to contend with for the first five years as selectors in 
other districts have ? Tes ; they are under very heavy expense, of course, in fencing and other work of 
that kind.
3861. Do you find the selectors are permanent men? Tes; some I have known a long time; they are
likely to remain. '
3862. Do you find that many clear out after residence has been complied with ? Not many of late years. 
Some selectors came here ten or twelve years ago, and seemed to take up land in order to sell to the 
squatter, but they are pretty well cleared out now.
3863. The selection is now more genuine ? Tes. .
3864. How do you find that those settlers who are cultivating their land get on ? They get on pretty 
well. Of course, they complain about the low price of grain.
3865. Do you think they are cultivating their land at a profit ? Tes. They seem to get good returns.
Of course, they would grow more if they had a market. At present they say, “ It is of no use to grow 
wheat; there is no means of sending it to market.” _
3866. Do many of them combine grazing with agriculture ? Tes, if they have fair-sized selections.
3867. I suppose some go in for grazing solely ? Tes, what we call the large selectors ; but I think most
of them do a little farming. _
3868. The object of our inquiry is to ascertain whether it would be prudent to construct a railway via 
Molong and Parkes to Porbes—whether, if constructed, that line will be likely within a reasonable time 
to pay working expenses and interest on the cost of construction;—we shall be glad to have your opinion 
as to whether it is a desirable route ? I think the route from Borenore will pay the best, because there is 
more population along it and better land.
3869. Tou think there is more population ? Tes ; there seem to be more settlers.
3870. Still, you have not ascertained personally whether these persons are residing there or not ? No ;
I only go by hearsay. I have seen some of the farms along the road.
3871. Admitting that it is necessary to bring a railway into this magnificent country in the west, and 
having in view the various important centres which exist within easy distance of each other, which do you 
think would be the best route to adopt ? I should say the route from Borenore to Porbes.
3872. Over and above any other? Tes, that is my opinion.
3873. Do you think that route preferable to the Cowra route? As far as paying qualities are concerned,
I should say so. I do not think it makes much difference to Porbes which way the line is taken, because 
the distance is about the same.
3874. It appears that no matter which way the line is constructed it is bound to come to Porbes—rrhat I 
want to know is, which do you think would be the best route, having regard to the general interests of 
the country ? The Borenore route, I think.
3875. Would that fairly serve the centres between Molong and Parkes, Parkes and Cudal, and Borenore 
and Canowindra ? Of course, Molong and Parkes would not be pleased with it.
3876. But would it serve them reasonably,—would it answer their requirements ? That I could hardly 
tell. In the interests of the country, however, I think the Borenore route ought to be adopted. Of 
course, you cannot suit all parties.
3877. Do you think a better route than either of those proposed could be found? Ido not know of 
any.
3878. How -would the railway here serve the Condobolin people ? It ought to serve them very well. As 
far as distance is concerned, either route does not make very much difference.

104i PAE1TASIENTAEX STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEKS.

Mr. Charles Prow, storekeeper, sworn and examined:—
Mr. C. Prow. 3879. Mr. Dowel.'] Tou reside at Porbes ? Tes.

3880. What is your occupation r I am a storekeeper and general importer-. I have resided here twenty- 
3 Mar., 1890. eight years.

3881. Have you always followed the occupation of a storekeeper ? Por the last twenty-eight years.
■ 3882. Previous to that what were you doing ? Mining.

3883. Tou were here when the first rush set in? Tes, at the very first, when the first claim was 
bottomed.
3884. The discovery of gold caused Porbes to spring into existence ? Tes.
3885. And you have watched its rise and progress? Tes.
3886. Do you know the whole of the country about this district ? Pretty well; I have travelled over it
occasionally. _
3887. Do you know the class of settlement in existence here ? Tes. It is principally pastoral and agri
cultural settlement. .
3888. Are there many small holdings ? Tes, and a few large ones. '
3889. I suppose the selectors cultivate a portion of their land, and run stock upon the other portion? 

- Tes, principally.
3890. Are there any dairy farms in this district ? Tes. _
3891. Many ? A good few, most of them dairy a little ; but there are two rather extensive dairy farms. 
3892- Are there any butter factories in the district ? No.
3893. Are there any wool-scouring establishments ? There are three on the river here, I think. There 
are two in the municipality. •
3894. Are there any manufactories in the town? Nothing of any note. There are buggy factories and 
breweries.
3895. Do you manufacture soap ? Tes.
3896. All these industries have sprung up and appear to be of a permanent character? Tes.
3897. Is the country round about Porbes liable to be flooded ? It has been flooded three times to my
recollection—in 1870, in 1872, and 1878. ' _
3898. Has it done any considerable damage ? In 1870 it did a little damage, but nothing very great; it
would do more now, because there are more improvements. 3899.
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3899. Still, generally, a flood is looked upon as a good thing ? I believe the flood to which I referred did ^'1‘‘ I>row'
as much good as harm. ' -s
3900. Do you know these rival railway routes ? I have heard a good deal about them ; I have been at 8 ^ar-> 
different meetings, and I have been over the Borenore route.
3901. Have you been over the Molong and Parkes country ? Ho.
3902. Do you know the route from Grenfell to Parkes ? Tes.
3903. What sort of country is it ? Plat, level country.
3904. What is the distance from Grenfell to Parkes ? About 65 miles. •
3905. Do you think it is desirable to construct that line ? There is not a great deal of traffic on that line - 
just now; but, possibly, if the railway was constructed it may cause traffic.
3906. Does it go through good country ? Very good country. '
3907. Tour estimate of the distance of 65 miles, I take it, is from Grenfell to Porbes, and from Porbes 
to Parkes ? Tes.
3908. What do you allow from Grenfell to Porbes ? 45 miles ; and 20 from here to Parkes.
3909. Has any consideration been given to that route by the Porbes people ? Tes, at times.
3910. Has it met with general approval ? Tes, it has.
3911. Have you been over the route yourself ? Prequently.
3912. Is there much settlement upon it? Not a great deal—the land is taken up in large holdings.
3913. Is it not likely to support so large a population as the other route ? I think not.
3914. ^ Knowing all these routes, do you think it is desirable to construct a line from Molong to Parkes
and lorbes, llagstone Creek—do you think there is sufficient population to justify the Government '
in constructing that line ? No doubt there is sufficient population, but, at the same time, I believe that 
with the present tariff we could land our goods from either Borenore or Cowra by horse team cheaper 
than we could do by the railway. ■
3915. What do you pay by horse team from Borenore ? I have some goods on the road at £2 a ton.
The distance from Borenore to Porbes, via Parkes, is 85 miles, and the present tariff would be—No. 1 
class, £1 9s. 4d. per ton ; No, 2 class, £1 16s. 2d. per ton ; No. 3 class, £2 9s. lOd. per ton. There is a 
higher class still, No. 7—that would come to £3 4s. 6d.
3916. What distance have you calculated from Borenore to Molong ? 14 miles. In the wool season we
get goods carried at from 25s. to £2 10s. a ton from Borenore to Cowra.
3917. If the existing railway rates are maintained the storekeepers at Porbes would be no better off for 
the railway than they are at the present time ? They would have quicker transit.
3918. But, as regards the rates charged, you would have no advantage ? If the railway came via Molong 
we should not, but if it came across from Borenore, there would be a little advantage in the shorter 
distance ; there w’ould be 18 or 20 miles less mileage.
3919. Suppose your merchandise came via Cowra, what would be the charge ? About the same. The 
trainage is 5s. lid. per ton more, and the carriage is a little less—that balances the Borenore charges.
I have copied .these figures from my trainage vouchers. Prom January 1st to December 31st, 1889, we 
received fia Cowra 154 tons 16 cwt. The horse carriage amounted to £307 4s. lOd. Fla Borenore we 
received 110 tons 4 cwt. 1 qr. 15 lbs., and the horse carriage amounted to £273 19s. lOd. I find that the 
amount of tramage we paid for the twelve months ending 1889 was £890 4s. 5d.
3920. Although, so far as the rates are concerned, the railway via Molong would not be a great advantage 
to you, would it not be of great use so far as the shipping of produce is concerned ? Most undoubtedly 
—that is the benefit we expect to derive.
3921. Tou have come into contact with a large number of people in the district, and have discussed the 
topic of the railway with them ? It has been the general topic for the last ten or fifteen years.
3922. The concensus of opinion is that a railway should be brought to Porbes by some route or other ? '
Tes.
392o. Which route do the public appear to favour? I have heard a great many persons express a prefer
ence for the Cowra line, because it connects us with the southern districts? Since the cross line has been 
opened I have been getting most of the colonial produce, such as corn and oats, from the Tumut district.
We can land it cheaper than from the Sydney wharves.
3924. But you have a large area of good agricultural land in your own district ? Tes.
3925. How is it that you do not supply your own requirements ? There are not a great many who grow 
corn ; wheat and hay are the principal crops.
3926. Do you get any of your goods from Victoria? Tes ; a good deal lately ; principally machinery :
it comes via Albury and Cowra. J
392/. And if a line were constructed to Cowra, it would enable you to deal with greater advantage with 
Victoria ? It would, undoubtedly.
3928. Do you think that if a railway were constructed from any of these points it would pay interest on
the capital and working expenses ? I feel quite certain it would. The Borenore line will pay, but I question 
whether the other line would pay, for the reasons I have given, because we should get our goods by the 
cheapest route. a o j
3929. Would the difference of a few miles in the distance of the two lines create such a prohibitory rate
that you W'ould be unable to send or obtain your goods via Parkes ? If we can get teams to fetch our 
goods at a less rate than that at which the railway will bring them to us it will be to our advantage to 
keeps the teams going. “
3930. Would you not prefer to pay an increased rate for the carriage of goods by train, than to pay the 
rate you are noiv paying by team ? Tes.
3931. Then you would make use of the railway in preference to the teams? Tes; but there are many 
lines we get up for which we are not in a hurry, and those we should get by team.
3932. If a railway wrere constructed, the Commissioners, having to work the lines on commercial principles 
would fix the rates at such a point that they would succeed in running the bullock and horse teams off 
the road ? It wmuld certainly be policy to do so.
3933. Do you not think that they probably would do so ? It is most likely.
3934. Have you seen the Commissioners’ estimate of the traffic in this district ? I have not.
3935. Do you think that the whole of the merchandise and goods traffic, in and out, would be represented 
by a larger or smaller sum than £5,600 per annum ? I think that is an under estimate.
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Mr. C. Prow. 3936. D0 y0U think £800 is a fair estimate for the trucking of live stock;—would it not amount to 
VM *'7scio rnore than that ? In some years, and especially in dry seasons, when the stock could not travel. 

ar’’ • 3937. Is not ITorbes a large centre for travelling stock, fat and stores ? Tes.
' 3938. "Would not a large traffic in stock he brought into existence by the railway ? Tes.

3939. And would not that traffic he represented by a larger amount than £800 a year P By a much larger 
amount, I should think.
3940. Do you know that the Commissioners’ estimate is correct, that there will be a loss of £15,000 per 
annum if this line is constructed ? I saw that.
3941. Do you think that will be the case ? I do not think so.
3942. Tou have no hesitation in saying that under any circumstances a line should be constructed ? I 
have not.
3943. And if it did not pay interest on capital and working expenses in the first few years, it would do so 
shortly afterwards ? Tes.
3944. Tou think this town and district has as good a claim to a railway as any other district with which 
you are acquainted ? Tes.
3945. Do you think it is likely that the gold-mining industry here will at any time induce a large popu
lation ? It is very hard to say. We are in a gold-bearing district, and at any moment we may have an 
accession of thousands to our population. There is a place about 6 miles from here which looks very 
promising, and I should not be at all surprised to see a population of 1,000 there within three weeks.
3946. Tour knowledge of the commercial position of pastorialists and agriculturalists in the district 
makes you think that the Gfovernment will be fully justified in constructing this railway ? Tes.
3947. Chairman.'] Do you know whether the diggings you speak of as being 6 miles from here are on a 
portion of land which was about to be thrown open for selection ? I believe they are. Mr. Sleeand Mr. 
"Wilkinson inspected this country some twelve months ago, and were anxious to have it .tried. There is a 
party trying it now—they are at a good depth and are getting some nice gold—it is about 1| miles from 
the road, to the east, near Strickland’s dam.
3948. Do you think it would bo advisable under the circumstances to throw that land open for selection ? 
I think it would be advisable to have the ground thoroughly tested first—three shafts are sinking now— 
one has bottomed, and I believe they have got very good gold.

TUESDAY, 4 MARCH, 1890.
\_The Sectional Committee met at the School of Arts, Rories, at 10 a.m.]

present:—

JAMES EBENEZER TONKIN, Esq. (Chaibman).
William Spkingthobpe Dowel, Esq. | Chables Alpeed Lee, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed railway from Molong to Parkes and Eorbes.

Mr. Joseph Bernard Reymond, timber merchant, sworn and examined:—
Mr. J. B. 3949. Chairman^] What is your occupation ? I could aptly describe myself as a jack of all trades. lam 
Reymond. a timber merchant. I have a saw-mill and a flour-mill. I am a farmer, a fruit-grower, and, on a small 

. scale> a grazier. I have been in the district since 1862.
i ar., . gggo During that time have you had a farm ? Since 1866.

3951. And you are in the habit of growing crops ? Every year since 1866. We began in that year on 
' 820 acres. I am junior partner of the firm of Nicolas and Reymond, millers.

3952. What is the present area of your holding? 1,337 acres ; but out of that area we rent 137 acres— 
1,200 acres are our own.
3953. How many acres have you under cultivation ? In 1889 we had under crop 581 acres, 100 acres 
were for hay. We had 416 acres sown for -wheat, 25 acres under lucerne, 11 acres of fruit trees, 15 acres 
of maize, and 14 acres of vines. Among the fruit trees, we had pumpkins and potatoes; but I cannot 
give you the area they occupied.
3954. Have you increased your area very much from one year to another ? We have gradually increased 
cultivation every year.
3955. What land of crops do you generally get—what is your return of wheat this year ? Our average 
is 20 bushels right through. We have had it as high as 50 ; but we have had it so low that it has not 
been worth cutting for wheat. As forage, it fetches a good price. When we see that the crop is not 
going to give a paying result in grain, we cut it down for hay.
3956. Do you say that 20 bushels is the average of your own crops? Tes.
3957. What does the hay average? We have cut as high as 4 tons to the acre, and down as low as i a
ton. I put the average at H tons. ^
3958. Does the corn do as well as the wheat and hay ? I have only had one crop of corn grown without 
irrigation. I would not advise any one in these parts to grow maize without irrigation, although higher 
up ihe river they get very good crops—that is between here and Cowra, at a place called Merriganowra. 
The settlers there are noted for the large yields of corn they get; the land, however, is flooded by the 
smallest fresh in the river, and that accounts for it.
3959. Is your farm situated on the banks of the river ? We have 800 acres on the banks of the river, and 
500 acres on the hills, 3 miles from Eorbes.
3960. Which place do you cultivate? We cultivate in both places.
3961. Is your cultivation by irrigation ? On the river.
3962. How many acres are there under irrigation ? This year we irrigated only 40 acres—the lucerne 
and the maize.
3963. But this is an exceptionally good year ? Tes.
3964. In an ordinary year would you irrigate the whole of the land ? We could not with the plant we 
have ; but we would if we could.
3965. What is the largest number of acres you have irrigated ? The area we have irrigated for crop was 
not so large as it would have been if we had known how the season would have been. We generally begin 
to irrigate the crop of wheat when we see that the season looks very bad, and then with our small plant
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we cannot get over the whole of it. In 1886, for instance, the season turned very had; in September we Mr. J. B. 
began irrigating the wheat. Out of 200 acres, we irrigated only 25 acres. We thought it was getting Reymond.
too late, and that it might bring on the rust, as it generally does, if you irrigate loo late in the year. OT ^
The 25 acres we irrigated ivent 25 bushels to the acre, and the 175 acres we did not irrigate we did ar'’ ' 
not cut at all; it was a very bad year. In 1888, the season wTas also very bad, we did the same thing 
again. We began late, and the wheat we did not irrigate went 11 bushels ro the acre. The irrigated 
land went at one place 40 bushels, and in another, over 20. In the same year in another paddock without 
irrigation, w7e get 25 bushels to the acre, but it was a low place. There is always a reason for these 
exceptionally good yields.
8966. In a wet season it would not do at all ? In a w7et season it would have to be eaten down very bare, 
or it would lodge. I may say that we intend to have stronger plant so that w7e can irrigate more. Our 
plant now gives 40,000 gallons an hour.
3967. AVhat horse-power? 8-horse-power, with a 7-inch centrifugal pump.
3968. Have you far to lift the water ? 32 feet.
3969. Do you irrigate on the grazing land? We have done so.
3970. What has been the result? A fortnight after it is irrigated horses and cattle can live on it.
In summer time the heat is in the ground, and as soon as the w'ater comes the grass begins to grow. In 
a fortnight cattle and horses can live on it.
3971. Have you any sheep ? Yes.
3972. Have you ever put sheep on irrigated ground ? We have not; we have put cattle and horses on 
it. As a rule we do not put sheep on irrigated land until cattle or horses have fed it down.
3973. Mr. Gatenby says that ten sheep to the acre can be kept by irrigation—is that correct? In a good 
season we can keep ten sheep to the acre without irrigation ; that is in exceptionally good paddocks ; we 
do not do that as a general rule.
3974. It w'ould not be for the whole year ? I was told yesterday by a gentleman—I cannot give you his 
name—that in one of his paddocks he had an average of twelve sheep to the acre. As far as my own 
experience is concerned, in a paddock not irrigated, from July to January last year, I had 1,600 sheep on 
200 acres—that wras for seven months. Of course when I took them out, the paddock was very bare.
3975. Do you irrigate the fruit garden ? We did not this season.
3976. On account of the season being exceptionally good ? Yes ; there wa,s rainfall enough
3977. AVhat fruits do you grow ? Apples, pears, quinces, peaches, apricots, plums, figs, oranges, lemons, 
almonds, and I think we have a solitary walnut tree.
3978. Do the oranges and lemons grow well ? Yes ; but they want well attending to and a soil that 
will agree with them. There is a place on the river, 3 miles down, where there is an orange orchard 
on a sandhill—the oranges there are doing remarkably well; they are the trees that want irrigation; they 
will not do without it. They want plenty of care and attention. The other things are hardy; give them 
water and they will thrive.
3979. Do you irrigate your vineyard? Only a small corner. Asa rule we are afraid of oidium. We 
let the vines take their chance.
3980. Do grapes thrive in this district ? They do, very well.
3981. Exceptionally well? I made last week 90 gallons of wine off one-tenth of an acre.
3982. There is no regular vdne-making establishment here ? No ; I think we are the pioneers in that 
industry. Mr. Rowley is making wine for the last few years, and so is Mr. Shied.
3983. Eor their own consumption? They are beginning, of course. Mr. Gaymard is planting 8 acres, 
and he is getting a plant ready for next year. He is making wine now, I think, but in a very small way.
He is getting ready to go into the wine-making business on a large scale.
3984. Have you any knowledge of wine-making ? I have.
3985. Do you not think this district particularly well adapted to the growth of the grape ? Yes; and 
for the manufacture of wine also. I would not advise anyone to go in for wine-making on black 
soil that is, if you want a good quality of wine. You get plenty of it, but the quality would not be so good.
3986. You w'ould go on the hills ? On the hills or else on the sandhills. Any sandhill on the river will 
grow good grapes, and give a good quality of wine. The Erench experience is that phylloxera will not 
attack the vines in sandy ground. AVe consider that the soil, to give a good qualitv of wine, must have a 
large quantity of oxide of iron and carbonate of lime. On our hills here we have limestone quarries and 
ironstone in any quantity. The soil has not been analysed, but I am satisfied from my experience of it 
that it will grow a good quality of wine. Mr. Bodel has a vineyard of 17 acres within 3 miles of Eorbes.
3987. What is the aggregate number of acres under vines near Forbes ? About 50, I should think— 
that is, in the municipal district of Eorbes.
3988. Quite sufficient to prove that the vine can be successfully growm here ? Yes.
3989. AVhat is the class of wheat you grow—is it considered good wheat ? Yes. This is a warm country, 
and the best qualities of wheat are grown in the hottest countries. If wdreat will grow at all, it will do 
better in a warm than in a cold climate.
3990. What class of timber do you saw at your mill ? We generally saw pine.
3991. AVhat quantity has gone through your mill for the last twelve months ? I have the quantities for 
the last five years. In 1884 we bought—I am now talking of wheat—45,599 bushels of wheat; in 1885, 
a bad year, we bought 18,918 ; in 1886, 27,950 ; in 1887, 50,150 : in 1888, 27,254 I have not taken the 
year 1889, because we had little local wheat. This year we have received up to date 43,251 bushels, 
that is up to the end of February. We have purchased 4,866 bushels which have not yet come in, making 
a total of 48,117 bushels purchased thisyear. 133 bags came in yesterday, which are not included in this return.
3992. Why did you go out of the district to buy wheat last year? There was not enough in the district 
to keep us going, owing to the drought. Some of the farmers had nothing at all. On all our farms, with 
irrigation, we had some 2,300 bushels, against 8,000 bushels this year.
3993. You had to get foreign vheat into the district? Yes. ’
3994. AVhat was the average price you had to pay for the foreign wheat you imported? It went about
6s. 8d., delivered at Eorbes. ' '
3995. What is the price of wheat at present ? Three shillings. As far as timber is concerned wo sawed 
last year 419,880 feet.
3996. AVhat class of timber ? Mostly colonial pine.

MINUTES OP EYIKENCE—EATWAY PROM MOLONG TO PARKES AND FOEBES. 107

3997.



762

Mr. J. B. 3997. -Would there be a market for it outside of this district if you had means of carriage ? We had an 
eymon . or(jep yesterday from Cargo. We have sent timber to Orange before the railway came there. .

4 "Mar'Tsoo Is it a good class of timber for building purposes ? It is very lasting, and the white ants will never
’’ ’ touch it. It will last nearly as long as brick ; once nailed and left, there it will stay.

3999. Is there an unlimited supply of this timber in the district P We have been cutting it for twenty- 
eight years, and it is always coming. As a rule we have to tell the log carriers that we have enough. We 
have to stop them sometimes, although occasionally we make a mistake, because the wet weather will set 
in, and then we run short.
4000. Do you think that if a railway were constructed here, and if you had cheaper carriage, you would 
have a market outside this district for that wood, and that it would become of great commercial use ? I 
think, if it were known in Sydney that it is such a good timber for flooring, there would be a great demand 
for it. I had an experience of that timber compared with American timber for flooring. The boards lay 
alongside one another. The American wore out in no time, but our local pine has lasted since 1872. It 
was at the door of our mill, where the trucks are running in and out every day. The American timber 
there wore out in no time, and had to be taken up.
4001. This timber effectually resists the white ant ? No one of experience in the colony can say that the
white ant ever attacked the local pine. .
4002. Have you any timber here beside the pine ? Lachlan gum.
4003. Is it of any use? It is good timber for felloes—that is, for wheelwrights’ work. It is also very
strong and useful for building purposes, beams, <fcc. '
4004. Is it attacked by white ant ? Not at all.
4005. Is it a good timber for sleepers ? No doubt.
4006. How does it stand in the ground ? Very well. It is used as posts for fencing, and it lasts well.
4007. Is there a good supply of that kind of timber ? There is plenty in short lengths ; the longer 
lengths have been used for bridge building—for piles and beams. When you want to get a long length 
it can generally be had. When we were building our mill lately, we wanted some long beams to go right 
across. I was afraid that we should not get them on the river. We sent some waggons to get some iron- 
bark on the Molong and Parkes line, but they came back empty ; they could not find any sound logs. 
We had to look upon the river for them, and we had to go above the Southern Cross. If you want to 
know the powder and capabilities of our mill lean give them to you. We have two mills—a stone mill 
and a roller mill—quite separate one from the other.
4008. Do you think that if the line under consideration were constructed it would be of material benefit 
to this district? If the line were constructed from Borenore, it would be a benefit to the town and 
district generally. I doubt very much whether a line from Molong to Parkes and Forbes would be 
a benefit to us ; in fact, many of us are under the impression that it would ruin us.
4009. Why? We are on the main line of traffic from east to west, and all the goods that come from the 
Western line for the lower part of the Lachlan come through Forbes, ma Borenore or Cowra—the bulk 
of them via Borenore. If we had a line from Molong to Parkes and Forbes, and our goods come that 
way, we should eventually lose the traffic down the river; because although people say that the road from 
Parkes to Condobolin is bad, still, when the difference in distance is 15 or 18 miles, the Government 
would be urged to make a road sufficiently good to carry the traffic. Then we should be cut out, and 
instead of being on the main line of traffic we should be only a branch line. We should have to pay 
trainage from Parkes to Forbes. If we wranted to send anything dowm the river, as wre do now', wre should 
have to pay trainage again from Forbes to Parkes—that wmuld be double trainage which the Forbes 
storekeepers would have as a handicap with the Parkes storekeepers.
4010. Why would you have to pay the trainage back from here to Parkes, if you were sending goods down 
the river? I take it for granted that if the line came from Molong to Parkes it would go from 
Parkes to Condobolin at some future time, although I cannot say when. It is not likely that after going 
22 miles east to Molong, and then 51 miles westward to Parkes, making a deviation of 20 miles to the 
south to get to Forbes, it is hardly likely, I say, that the Government, if they wanted to go to Condobolin, 
w'ould construct a linew'hich would force all the people down the river to come to Forbes on their way to 
Parkes, when they could go to Parkes direct. We think that unless some good reasons are shown in the 
general interests of the country for diverting the traffic from us, we should be left as we have always been, 
upon the main line of traffic to the west.
4011. Do you know whether the majority of people in Forbes believe that they would lose the traffic if
the line referred to the Committee were carried out ? A meeting was held in this room, at which all the 
leading residents of Forbes were present. Everyone wras called upon to give his opinion, and it was 
unanimously agreed that, if they had the choice, they would rather do without the railway altogether than 
have one from Molong; because a line from Molong would take them off the main line of traffic, and make 
them in the future virtually a branch line, cutting them off from the trade of the Lachlan Valley. I do 
not think any attempt need be made to prove that the main line of traffic from Sydney to the Lower 
Lachlan is through Forbes. The Condobolin people told you that they got most of their goods from 
Cowra. We get most of our goods from Borenore, and the balance from Cowra. The mails from lower 
down the river all come through Forbes once a day. There is no mail communication now between 
Condobolin and Parkes ; at least, there is practically none. I believe there is communication once a 
week, on horseback. Our getting this traffic through our town is entirely owing to our geographical 
position. We are the centre of a large district, and that fact has been acknowledged by all the Govern
ments we have had until now, as they have stationed here the heads of all the administrative departments 
in the district. For instance, we have had the Police Magistrate, the Warden, the Boad Superintendent, 
the Stock Inspector, the Land Court, the Sub-Inspector of Police, District Surveyor, and the School 
Inspector—all these officers have resided here. _
4012. Do you think this town is acknowleded to be the main centre of the district ? Tes ; I may mention 
that the Warden goes from here to Temora, to Parkes, to Condobolin, to Cargo, and to Cowra.
4013. Which line do you think would serve the entire district best? In my opinion, there should be two 
lines—one from Borenore to Forbes, to be taken at some future time down the Lachlan, and then a line from 
Young to Grenfell, Forbes, Parkes, and Dubbo. I may state that these two lines would just follow the 
tracks made by the traffic. We have always had the overland traffic through here from north to south, 
and also the traffic from east to west.
4014. One of these lines would connect you with the capital of the colony, and the other would suit the
overland traffic, Queensland to Victoria? Yes ; I believe that is how nature intended our railways should 
be placed. 4015.
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4015. If a line were constructed from Cowra to Eugowra and thence onto Eorbes, how would that affect Mr. J. B.
you ? "We would take that line if we could not get the Borenore line, because it would still leave us on Reymond. 
"the main line of traffic. We would rather have the Borenore line, though. iMai^Iago
4016. But if you could not get the Borenore line, you would rather have the Cowra line than the Molong ‘ '' '
line ? Yes ; because we wish to retain the advantages which we at present enjoy.
4017. If the line from Cowra were constructed, how would that serve the people of Parkes ? There 
would have to be a line from here to Parkes. I do not know, however, that the G-overnment would 
construct both the lines from Cowra to Eorbes and the line from Young to Eorbes.
4018. Erom what railway station do you obtain your goods, and what price do you pay ? Erom Borenore.
Our firm, within the last twelve months, have had 95 tons 4 cwt: The bulk of this, however, came from 
Cowra. We pay an average of Is. 6d. a cwt., but we get most of it during the wool season. We take 
advantage of that period. '
4019. During the wool season the loading from Sydney is taken at a very low price ? Yes ; it is lower 
then than at any other time of the year.
4020. And you all take advantage of it ? Yes ; as regards anything that will keep.
4021. I suppose that, at times, you get goods carried at a price which would be quite as low as even rail
way freight ? I believe, at times, the price would be lower than the railway freight. If we had a railway 
from Molong to Parkes and Eorbes, we could get our goods here, I think, at a cheaper rate from 
Cowra, than from Molong.
4022. That would be during the wool season ? Yes.
4023. You have noticed the progressive nature of this place ;—there has been no apparent stoppage in the
progress of the place lately? No; we dwindled down at one time to a population of about 500, and 
when we began to till the soil we took a steady onward direction. We have been creeping lately, but we 
are still going ahead. I may state that before the railway was opened to Nyngan and Carathool, we were 
progressing very rapidly. As far as our business is concerned, we were working night and day. In a 
week, we sent 105 tons of flour to Hillston, Nymagee, and Cobar. There was always a demand for all 
the forage we could grow; but when these two lines of railway came on both sides of us, there was a 
sudden check in our progress, and a large area of land went out of cultivation. .
4024. Will you not feel the effects of this railway extension even more, when this line is constructed to 
Cobar ? That will make no difference ; we have already lost the Cobar traffic.
4025. But would not a certain amount of trade which now gravitates southward gravitate to Cobar ? I
do not think so, because our trade now only goes about 40 miles below Condobolin. They would hardly 
come from Cobar to 40 miles below Condobolin. •
4026. Do you think that if this line were constructed at Eorbes, and were taken right through to the 
Darling, either at Menindie or Wilcannia, it would be a national line, and would be of material benefit
to the colony ? I have not sufficient knowledge of that part of the country. I know the country only ■ 
as far as Mount Hope. I do not know whether any one has placed before you the industrial position of 
the town of Eorbes, and the occupation of the people who live in it—that is, within the municipal district.
1 may state that there are 20 public-houses; 5 butcher shops ; 5 bakers—one of them a steam baker;
2 breweries; 2 wool-scouring establishments, both using steam power ; a soap and candle factory, also using 
steam power; 2 lemonade and cordial makers, one of them using steam power; 2 drapery establishments;
3 coach and buggy builders, who are also general blacksmiths ; 2 general blacksmiths ; 5 general store
keepers in a large way, wholesale and retail; 1 flour-mill; 1 saw-mill; 2 brick-kilns; 4 saddlers ;
4 banks ; 2 tinsmiths and plumbers ; 2 watchmakers and jewellers ; 3 solicitors; 3 doctors ; 2 chemists. ’
I do not desire to speak in a spirit of petty jealousy in regard to Parkes. ' I grant that Parkes has as 
much right to a railway as any other place. The only objection I have to the proposed line is that it 
takes us off the main line of traffic. •
4027. Mr. Zee.] What do you mean by the main line of traffic ? The line the traffic has always taken 
up to now. It is the line taken by Her Majesty’s mail. The mails from Sydney to Condobolin once a 
day, come through here. At the same time there is the general traffic up and down the liver. The elec
toral statistics given to the Committee at Parkes were, in my judgment, misleading, as the electoral 
division of Parkes extends to within 15 miles of Eorbes, whereas the Forbes electorate is bounded by the 
Lachlan Biver on the south, a short distance on the other side of the town. Mr. Thomas, the School 
Inspector of the district, has handed me the particulars about the schools here. It is a return of the 
whole of the schools in the district within 20 miles to the north of the Molong and Parkes line, and within 
20 miles to the south of the Borenore and Eorbes line. With regard to those lying between the two lines, 
those schools lying nearer the Parkes line are credited to that line, and those lying nearer the Eorbes line 
are credited to it.
4028. Are these schools measured in a direct line, or from the road ? Mr. Cheeseman prepared a map, 
and will show you how he measured it. I hand in the list of schools.
4029. Does this list purport to be a list of the schools within the Inspector’s district? No ; only of 
the schools in his district, situated within 20 miles to the north of one line, and within 20 miles to 
the south of the other. The object is to show where the largest population is. The denominational 
schools are here. They are taken from a return handed in by Mr. Inglis two years ago, when he was 
Minister of Public Instruction. I may say that the enrolment at the school at Eorbes is equal, within 
twelve, to the enrolment of all the schools north of the line from Molong to Parkes.
4030. Respecting the wheat grown in your district, where do you find a market for the flour ? In the 
town itself, and down the river as far as Mount Hope.
4031. Is there sufficient grown for local requirements ? Sometimes rather more.
4032. Have you been in the habit of sending any towards Borenore? No, none at all.
4033. E suppose the Orange flour would cut you out there ? We send as far as Eugowra.
4034. Your chief trade has been to the west ? Ees.
4035. Is that the market you look to in the future ? To the west as well as to the east. We would have 
sent flour to Sydney in years when we have had plenty of wheat, if we could have sent it cheaply.
4036. The tendency of your evidence is to show that this is a suitable place for growing wheat in large 
quantities, the inference is, that you would soon grow more than you could possibly use, and I want to 
know where your market is to be ? We shall not grow more than we can use, because if the farmers find 
that they cannot grow wheat profitably they will not grow it at all.
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Ke" 4X)37. ~We are considering the railway ;—what freight is there likely to be P If there were a railway we
ymon . should send flour and wheat to Orange and Sydney.

4 Mar. 1890. "W^at price would you want, so as to enable the farmers to grow at a profit ? If they could get 3s.
’ Gd. a bushel in Sydney, and if Gd. would clear the trainage, they could grow it at a profit.

4039. But the price of wheat fluctuates very much in the Sydney markets ? Yes.
4040. Do you know that the Baiiivay Commissioners have instituted special rates for the conveyance of 
grain ? Yes.
4041. Suppose you could get your wheat from Forbes to Sydney at 4|d. a bushel ? That would leave l^d. 
for the agents and carters. If 6d. would cover all those expenses it w'ould pay.
4042. What does it cost to produce wheat here ? I have to pay for everything. My experience is that 
it costs 2s. a bushel to put it into the bag.
4343. There are times when wheat is considerably less than 3s. 6d. a bushel ? If the price were lower, 
the farmers could not send it from hero to Sydney, and live.
4044 Then it would only be when the price was 3s. Gd. that wheat would be sent from here;—do you 
think that upon that basis any large quantity of wheat would be sent ? Wheat is seldom under 3s. Gd. 
in Sydney. I watch the markets and I do not remember to have seen it under 3s Gd. .
4045. What other produce would be sent from here ? A large quantity of freight would be sent to 
Sydney—there would be fruit, and perhaps later on, wine. Wool is, of course, the mainstay of the 
district; there would also be a large quantity of fat stock.
404G. But the wool is conveyed within 2 or 3 months of the year? You may say within 4 months ; tbe 
wool that is scoured is kept a little longer here. "
4047. What freight would be offered to the railway for the remaining 8 months of the year P Hides, 
tallow, grain, fruit, timber, and fat stock, and there would always be the passenger traffic.
4048. How many mills are there here ? Only one—there are two plants in the same building. In the 
return I gave you I omitted to mention a quartz-crushing battery which is working at the Britannia 
Eeef, within half a mile of the town.
4049. Could you give us any idea of the actual number of bushels of wheat raised every year ? I could

. not give you a better idea that the quantity we have bought.
4050. Do not the storekeepers buy it ? They do not buy large quantities. There is a large quantity in 
such a year as this used for horses’ feed—I do not know what the total production of wheat would be.
4051. Do you wish the Committee to understand that you buy all the wheat ? No, but we buy the bulk of it.
4052. Four-fifths of it I suppose? I daresay we do. .
4053. Do you know the railway route from here to Borenore ? I have travelled over it, and also over the 
route from Molong to Parkes, and from here to Young. I have been from farm to farm, wheat-buying.
4054. Consequently, you know that there is considerable settlement on each track ? Yes, I have a very 
good idea of the settlement on each route.
4055. You admit that there is a fair amount of settlement on the three routes? There is.
4056. That bi-ing the case, and seeing that it is in contemplation to make one railway into the district, 
which route should, in your opinion, be adopted with a view to serve the greatest number of people ? The 
Borenore line, decidedly. That goes right through settlement, there -would be settlers to the north and 
south of it. The Molong-Parkes line has no settlement to speak of, to the north of the line.

Mr. Thomas Leslie, selector, sworn and examined :—
Mr. Lee.] You are a selector ? Yes, on a large scale.
Holding how many acres ? My return for the present year is 7,494 acres.
Where are you located? About 25 miles south-west of Forbes, in the Grenfell electorate.
How long have you been there ? Twelve years. *
Prior to your residing there, were you living in any other portion of the district ? I came from the 

Murrumbidgee, near Gundagai, before I went there to reside.
40G2. How do you occupy yourself, principally ? I go in for grazing, principally.
4063. Sheep? Principally. I have only a few' cattle.
4064. With what result ? I have a return here which may be of some use to the Committee. I can give you 
particulars for the last four years. In 1886,1 had an area of 10,217 acres, on which I grazed 6,384 sheep, 
33 cattle, and 5 horses ; in 1887, I had an area of 9,647 acres, upon which I grazed 7,766 sheep, 53 cattle, 
and 6 horses ; in 1888,1 had area of 9,464 acres, upon which I grazed 7,690 sheep, 64 cattle, and 6 horses ; 
in 1889, I had an area of 7,494 acres, upon which I grazed 7,467 sheep, 47 cattle, and 7 horses. So far 
as the return for 1888 is concerned, I ought to mention, that I had sold off 2,000 sheep prior to making 
the return. It had to be made before the end of December. This return show's that during the four 
years the land carried a sheep to a trifle over one and an eighth of an acre. It is over an eighth and 
under a quarter. I may state that so far as the returns for 1886 and 1887 are concerned, I W'as then 
grazing on some land open to conditional purchase. You will see that the area has been reduced, the 
land having been taken up by conditional purchasers. The land w'hich I now hold, being very highly 
improved, is capable of carrying a very much larger number of stock than is shown by the returns for 1886. 
and 1887. Tbe land is capable at the present time, in any sort of a good season, of carrying fully one sheep to 
the acre. I can give you the wool returns off the sheep for 1888 and 18h9. My wool return in 1888, was 
22 tons 13 cw't. 1 qr. and 19 lb.; the sheepskins were 6 cwt. and 6 lb. In 1889, the wool was 16 tons 12 
cw't. 3 qr. 9 lb., and the sheepskins 10 cwt. 3 qr. 8 lb.
4065. Is your land on the river? No, off the river.
4066. What W'ater is there ? There is no w'ater, except what we conserve in tanks.
4067. You have made some tanks ? Yes.
4068. Do you irrigate any portion of the land ? No.
4069. The returns you give are the result of the natural grasses ? Yes.
4070. Do you cultivate any portion of your land? A small portion for hay ouly ; it varies from 4 to
20 acres. " '
4071. By what route do you send your wool to market? Since the cross-line has been constructed it is
sent to Cow'ra. ■

Mr. T. Leslie. 4057.
,----- ------ - 4058.

4 Mar., 1890. 4059.
4060.
4061.

4072.
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4072. Is that your present route P It is nearer and cheaper, as a rule, to send it that way. I sent it there Mr. T. Leslie,
one year, when I could make satisfactory arrangements, hut this year I could not. The wool went by N
Wright, Heaton, & Co., who contracted for carriage to Borenore, 4 Mar., 1890.
4073. Will your supplies come back by the same route P I deal with the local storekeepers.
4074. Do you know the proposed route from Molong to Parkes, and thence to Forbes? I cannot say I 
know it. I have been over the country only once.
4075. How would that route suit you? If that line were constructed I think we should have to pay a 
higher rate to get our goods to market than we should have to pay if a line were made via Borenore or 
Cowra.
4076. Why ? Because the distance from Sydney is greater.
4077. How much ? I cannot say the number of miles . ■
4078. Are there many selectors in your locality ? Yes, a good number.
4079. I suppose they graze somewhat on the same lines as you yourself ? They are principally selectors 
on a pretty large scale. There are a few cultivating—-they have been doing so, more particularly within 
the last twelve or eighteen months. Since the division of the runs a great many men have come over 
from Victoria, and these seem to be principally farmers.
4080. Have you had a dry season since you have been on your land ? Yes, I had two or three dry years.
4081. Have you suffered much in consequence ? I have suffered, but not to such an extent, as to
materially check my progress. .
4082. Have you had any wet seasons? Yes, in 1878 and 1879.
4083. Have you seen the country flooded ? Yes, I have seen a lot of water on the other side of the
river in wet seasons. . ■
4084. Have you suffered any losses from the floods ? Never.
4085. You have had extremes of seasons, wet and dry, and after a number of years you still find your
occupation a profitable one ? Very profitable I may say. ■
4086. Which of the routes of railway into this district do you think would serve the greater number of 
people ? That I cannot say. I believe in the construction of our railways on national principles.
4087. You have a preference for the Borenore line ? I have not, If you seek my opinion about railway 
construction, I think the line should come where it would settle the largest number of people on the 
land. The land being that which is most productive and best watered.
4088. Which line do you think should be adopted from that point of view ? The Cowra line, I believe.

Mr. James Twaddell, grazier, sworn and examined :—•
4089. Mr. Mowel.^ Where do you reside ? In the town of Forbes.
4090. How long have you resided in the town and district? Fifty years, or more.
4091. In what part of the district ? In the Forbes part—that is near to Forbes 1
4092. What occupation do you fellow ? I am a grazier and squatter.
4093. I presume you have a large knowledge of the district? I know it pretty well.
4094. Do you know the country between Molong and Parkes ? I know it from Parkes to Dulladerry Creek.
4095. Is the whole of that country good pastoral land ? It is very rough. Some of it is good land, along 
the Billabong Creek, but the other is rough.
4096. What do you refer to as being very rough ? Between the first range when you go out, leaving 
Parkes—it is very rough over that first range for some distance.
4097. Have you any particular information you desire to give the Committee? Weill could give you 
some information which I gave some years ago to tbe people here respecting that route.
4098. To which route do you refer to ? The route from Molong and Parkes. I know the country between 
that and the Dulladerry Creek. I will read you a report which I made some time ago, by request of the 
Local Council. I was asked if I knew of one to point out to Mr. Surveyor Fitzgerald, a shorter and more 
practicable route for the Western railway, via the Mandagery Mountains, than the one recently surveyed.

Mr.
J. Twaddell.

4 Mar., 1890.

Gentlemen, _ _ ' Droubalgie, October 9, 1877.
In compliance with your request, that I would put myself into communication with Mr. Surveyor Fitzgerald, for 

the purpose of calling his attention to any more desirable route (with which I might be acquainted) than those yet pro
jected for the intended line of railway ; I beg to state that I have with that view passed some days with, that gentleman, 
and have laid before him and actually traversed, in his company, a route, I believe, hitherto unknown (at all events until 
now unnoticed), which appears to oiler some substantial advantages over the others.

This passes through the Mandagery Mountains, at the Goambine Pass, theiice through the Waterhole Creek Station, 
and a gap in the Bumberry Bange, down Flagstone Creek to a point near Flanagan’s selection. The line thence being 
nearly straight to Strickland’s Lagoon (Newells dam), on the main road from Forbes to Parkes. .

The route in question is considerably to the south of the other lines proposed, and avoiding, as it does, the circuitous' 
courses of the others, saves in actual distance sixteen miles at the least, and, consequently the cost of construction to that 
extent. I may, in conclusion, state that Mr. Surveyor Fitzgerald' expressed himself very favourably to the advantages 
offered by this line over the others, and I believe he will not hesitate to recommend it for adoption.
4099: Are there any engineering difficulties on the route you suggest ? There are.
4100. Are they of sufficient magnitude to prevent the line being considered as you proposed ? It will be 
a more expensive line than the other.
4101. Have you the merit of shortening the line in any way? I think it would have that effect. It is a 
portion of the line from Parkes to Molong. I believe it goes near to the Dulladerry Creek, up the 
Flagstone Creek.
410L-|. Setting aside the question of rival routes, from your lengthy experience as a pastoralist in this 
district, do you think that if the railway were constructed to Forbes from any one of the points 
mentioned, there would be sufficient traffic upon it, to give anything like a fair return on the expenditure, 
and to pay working expenses ? I do not think that would be the case if the Parkes and Molong line 
were adopted—its construction would be very expensive—it would be a much more expensive line than 
the Borenore line. I think the line would give sufficient revenue to prevent absolute loss.

Mr. Charles Read, farmer, sworn and examined:—
4102. Chairman.'] What are you ? T am a farmer. .
4103. Where do you reside ? About 8 miles from Forbes, on the southern, side of the river, in the
G-renfell electorate. ' .... .

Mr. C. Read. 

4 Mar., 1890.
4104.



766
112 PAUL I AMEX T AH Y S TAX'D IX G COMMITTEE OX PUBLIC WORKS.

Mr. C. Read. 4104.
----- --- 4105.

4 Mar., 1890. 410G.
4107!
410S.
4100.
4110.

What is the area of your holding ? I hold between 400 and 500 acres ? The family hold about 1,200. 
What are you doing with the land ? I am farming it, principally.
Uow many acres have you under crop ? I have had 200 acres under crop.
But how many had you last season ? I had not above 70 last season.
Have you any sheep ? No ; I keep dairying cattle and a few stores. .
What crops do you grow? Mostly wheat and hay.
AVhat is your average per acre of wheat crops ? I have been 14 years on the farm, growing 

wheat, and my lowTest yield has been 18 bushels—the highest is the yield I have had this year, 3G bushels.
4111. Have you threshed your -wheat this year? I have. I own a steam thresher.
4112. How many acres have you under wheat this year? 70 acres. I cut a little for hay, but not much.
4113. Tou have never had a failure in 14 years ? Well, 1878 was practically a failure—that was the only 
failure I had.
4114. In every other year beside 1878, then, you have had 18 bushels ? That is the lowest I have threshed.
In some seasons there has been more demanii for hay than for wheat. I have cut it for hay ; it has paid me 
better. "
4115. Have you not cut it for hay in some seasons when you have seen that it was going to be a failure
for wheat? Never. '
4116. Is it not usual for the farmers here, when they see they are going to get a bad wheat crop, to cut it 
for hay ? It is, sometimes.
4117. Have you never done so ? Not that I remember. .
4118. AVhat is the average quantity of hay you have cut off your land? I have cut it as high as 4 tons 
and as low as 10 cwt.—that would be wheaten hay; it pays best. ■
4119. Are your neighbours, independently of your own family, farmers ? Tes ; there is my son-in-law
adjoining me. ' '
4120. Has he been as lucky as to get as large crops as vours ? Tes; I have threshed for him—
he has had 30 bushels. 1 '
4121. Have you been farming anywhere else ? I have been farming in the district twenty-four years.
4122. Can you give us an idea of the difference between this and other districts—I mean as to the crops ? 
I can give you a fair idea, because I have travelled with the thresher.
4123. How far do you travel from Torbes with your thresher ? I have been to Parkes in three seasons, 
and m one of those years I threshed at Eugowra, and I also went 21 miles towards G-renfell.
4124. Have you ever gone towards Condobolin? This year, but only 8 miles.
412o. Could you give us an estimate of the average quantity you thresh yearly in this place ? I can 
011ly &ive what I have heard them say ; we can never ascertain the number of acres.
412G. AVhat is the number of bushels you thresh during the season ? There has been a lot of stripping 
done in the district. I have not threshed such a great lot. In Parkes we threshed, as far as I can 
recollect, 7,000 bushels. .

In the same year you threshed at Eugowra ? Tes; there were two steam threshers there at the 
tune, and we only got about a third of the threshing. I could not §ay how much we threshed, but it is a 
splendid wheat-growing district. I know that one party told me that he averaged 40 bushels. I think I 
threshed 4,000 bushels. I think we earned £50, at Is, per bag.
4128. Did you thresh any more that season? Tes. I remember now that we threshed at Eugowra in 
the year I have named, that is 1884, 4,476 bushels. .

iVhat I 011 n1 lorbes ? I cannot give you the Eorbes total for that year.
4130. I rom your knowledge of the soil, what is your opinion of Eorbes as an agricultural district ? It 
is all good wheat-growing land.
4131. At what price can you afford to grow it? I can grow wheat well, and make it pay at 3s., if we 

I am speaking of myself—it is not every farmer who has machinery of all kinds to do

higher price then ? Or they would have to put up

have the market, 
the work.
4132. Those who have not machinery would want 
with less profit.
4133. Suppose this line were constructed to Eorbes, would you put more under crop than you do now ? 
JL mn about grubbing 50 acres at a new place. I took up one of these special areas.

^.ou have more land grubbed now than you have under crop ? Tes.
^aiVe ^an<I read7 f° put under crop ? Tes. I regard the new land as superior for

wheat to the land I have already grubbed.
413G. Are there any other threshing machines in the district besides yours ? Mine is the only one in the 
borbes district. J
4137. Is yours a large machine ? It is a 5-foot drum.
41.38 Have you as much work as you can do in the season ? I do not depend entirely on it. I go out in 
■u 6 an<^ ^ i TeTe 18 wor^ to I g° further. I have had the misfortune to have one thresher
burnt this year, and 1 have bought another. I mention it to show you that I think sufficient of the 
I orbes district to consider it worth my while to buy another.

J'S ^}eie apy increase this year in the number of acres under crop in this district? Tes : and there 
wiU be a bigger increase nest year.
4140. Do you believe the railway will give an impetus to this industry ? 
m view. J I think so : that is what we have

4141. Do you think the railway we have now under consideration, from Molong to Parkes, will do this
district good ? No ; 1 am not an advocate of that line* .
4142. AVhich line do you think would be the best ? I think the BorenoreEne. There is more population. 
1 know the whole of the route well—it is better land all the way. Not that I want to run down the 
Iarkes district, I have relations farming there, and I have been always treated well there.
4L43. Uo 7°^ the land about here, is superior to the land about Parkes for agriculture ? I

I will explain what I think ; we have a lot of
open.

do not say that, 1 say it is equal to it, if not superior to it.

TVTnlnn<- t> if” . I AAish fo cIpraa' attention to question 4141, wherein I am. askedL Do I think a railway from
advoenfp nf twTfnn n< j 1 ?i° !jis dlstnc.fc good?” The ansAver is, “Wot.” It should, have been, “I am not an
would do no (mo l h S 1 ^ ^ l1n^ the Borenore line would sen’e the most people”” It would be false to say that a railway
would rlo no good to Forbes, no matter which way it came. j j
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open' country here—that is, open myall plains. I ploughed 90 acres of land there, and I suppose the Mr. C. Read, 
whole of the labour I put in it, was one week’s work in gathering the myall lying on it. I could not have 
cleared the land of heavy timber in the time. We have thousands of acres of that kind of land now held 4 Mar., 1890. 
in reserves not far from where I grew my last crop. I think if it were thrown open we should have 
plenty of applications for it. • •
4144. What reserve is that ? It is a travelling stock reserve on the Gronfell-road—most of it is high 
from the flood, it is quite equal to the land I have been farming. That is how I got a lot of land under 
cultivation. I partly cleared. I was told that the myall land would not grow wheat, and I tried it. I have 
been engaged in farming all my life, and I do not listen to people who tell you, that this and that is no 
good, I like to try for myself, and I have given you the result of my labours.
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Mr. Bagration White, agent for Wright, Heaton, & Co., sworn and examined : —
4145. Mr Zee.] Where do you reside ? At Borbes.
4146. What is your occupation? I am a forwarding agent. I am agent for Wright, Heaton, & Co.
4147. Your business is intimately connected with railway receipts and the despatch of goods? Not so 
much here as on the line. Nevertheless,- I send the goods from here to the line. I despatch them from 
the depot.
414S. You are the agent for people outside of the town more than for people inside the town ? Bor both.
4149. Have you prepared any statistics to lay before the Committee with regard to traffic ? I can give 
you some particulars concerning our business. I may say that as Wright, Heaton, & Co.’s agent in the 
town of Borbes, I have received in the year 1839,1,180 tons. 380 tons have gone from Borenore to 
Condobolin, and 20 tons to Mount Hope. There has been a great falling off in the Mount Hope traffic 
this last year, because, owing to the low price of copper, the mines have not been working. Therefore 
there has been no population there. Boramble is on the south side of the river, and it received 24 tons 
from Borenore. Burrawanggot 90 tons.
4150. Can you give us any particulars as to the wool ? I suppose fully 10,000 bales of wool have gone 
through Borbes in the four months—that is up to the end of January.
4151. Could you give me an approximate estimate of the carriage paid on those 10,000 bales ? I could not.
4152. I mean the land carriage to Borenore? A lot of the wool came from far down the river, and a 
great portion from about here, so that it is a very complicated affair.
4153. Having in view the rates charged on the other lines, what would be the probable rate on a bale of 
wool from Borbes to Borenore? The [price of carriage from hero to Borenore would be 2s. 6d. or 3s. 
per cwt.
4154. Have you any data which enables you to give an accurate answer? No; but I should think the 
total amount paid on the wool would be something like £1,090. If we had a railway constructed to this 
place, wool which goes to Cowra wouM come here.
4155. What other goods are sent to Borenore ? Hides, tallow, and sheepskins.
4156. Any grain ? Not much grain, I think.
4157. Your firm deal in maize and chaff a good deal, do they not ? Not such a great deal here ; not as 
much as in other places.
4158. Do you obtain it from the other districts and bring it into Borbes ? I have had a good deal, but
not a great quantity from Borenore. I do not do much in the forage line. .
4159. Is the freight passing through your hands increasing or decreasing ? Increasing in the last year, 
most decidedly. As I remarked before, when the Mount Hope mines were going, we had a large 
business. I have seen as many as thirteen teams in the town in one day, loaded with copper, from Cobar 
and Mount Hope.
4160. I suppose you contract to convey goods from Borenore right out west? Yes; we deliver them by 
team to the various persons to whom they are consigned.
4161. What is the nature of the traffic, between Borbes and the west? The main part of my business 
between here and the back country is wool. Of course 1 despatch any other goods which may arrive, or 
which the storekeepers may have to send away.
4162. How many tons does that amount to in a year ? There are stations, such as Condobolin, where we 
might send, throughout the year, fully 60 tons of loading.

Mr
B. White.

4 Mar., 1890.

Mr. John Cunningham Cunningham, wool-scourer, sworn and examined :—
4163. Chairman.~] What is your occupation ? I am a wool-scourer, from Borbes.
4164. How long have you been here ? I have been in business for eighteen months only.
4165. Where is your place of business ? On the river to the south of Borbes.
4166. What does your machinery consist of—wdiat power have you got ? We have steam powrer—4-horso 
power nominal.
4167. And you pump water from the river? We are better situated than that. We have a permanent 
supply of drift or spring water, which is to bo found about Borbes, leaving us independent of the river. 
We pump the water from a well. I can use the river, if required.
4168. How many hands do you employ ? About twenty in a busy season.
4169. Do you use a machine for drying your wool, or do you dry it on the grass ? At present on the
grass ; but we contemplate placing a large plant upon the ground. We would do so at once if we were 
assured of quick transit. ■
4170. What quantity of wool do you put through in a month ? I can give you the quantity we have put 
through since we started. We have received over 200 tons of wool from a distance from Borbes varying 
from 5 to 60 miles. We have despatched to Sydney about 120 tons of that quantity, which would repre
sent between £500 and £600 for carriage, at current rates. We could increase that amount very much

. if we had quick transit.
4171. You find a difficulty in getting wool to the station ? Yes. Two-thirds of the quantity I have named 

- went via Cowra. A quantity of the wool would go to Melbourne, as well as to Sydney. -
4172. If there were a railway line in Borbes would you send the wool to Cowra by team ? No.
4173. Suppose the line under consideration from Molong to Parkes and B.o.rbes. were ..constructed,' would 
you send your wool by that line? I should send it via Cowra, by team, if that line were made.

31 O)—P 4174.

Mr. J. C. 
Cunningham.

4 Mar., 1800.
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Mr. J. C. 4174. In preference to putting it on the railway line ? Yes.*
Cunningham. 4i75_ Why ? Because I believe it would be less expensive. 1

^ 4176. You have made up your mind that the line must go via Cowra, or you will not have it at all ? Not4Mar.,1890.atal] P * 8 /

4177. Do you know that the difference in the haulage on the two lines would be only 2-j miles P Well, 
the present rate makes very little difference; that is to say, it does not matter very much whether you 
send the wool via Borenore, or by Cowra.
4178. But if the line were constructed to Forbes, would you continue to send your wool by dray to Cowra ? 
Certainly not. I want the quickest way of getting to market.
4179. If the line under investigation were constructed, which way would you send your wool ? By the 
line, of course. I presume you mean the Borenore line.
4180. Do you think that the construction of that railway, then, would lead to an increase in your
business ? Yes. The reason I say so is that there has been an increase of wool in the district during the
last twelve months. Since I have been here I have not been able to cope with it. I have had wool

■ remaining in Forbes for six to eight -weeks, through our not being able to get it down to Sydney. A 
gentlemen for whom I was scouring asked to Be allowed to send a portion of wool down in the grease, 
rather than to delay by the scouring. That is, of course, a great loss to myself and the district.
4181. That would be obviated if this line were constructed P Most decidedly.
4182. You would have no difficulty in carting from your place to the railway station at Forbes ? No ; 
and it would give me confidence in expending a large sum in order to meet the requirements of the district.
4183. You do not hesitate to say that you could get plenty of wool to scour if you could get it away 
within a certain time ? Yes, we could scour a great deal more—in fact, the whole clip of the district—if we 
had quick transit.
4184. Mr. Leei\ So far as your business is concerned, your great anxiety is to get your wool despatched 
quickly ? Yes.
4185. Have you a preference for any particular route P Studying the character of the country, and 
looking at the probable cost, I think the Cowra line should be adopted. In the first place, the altitude

' over which the goods would travel going to Borenore would be very much greater than that on the Cowra
route. This would make the wear and tear on the railway stock greater.
4186. So long as you get an outlet by railway,have you a preference for any route, or would you take any 
route which would give you quick access to market ? Any line which would give my clients a chance of . 
getting their goods to market. I leave it to the Government to determine the quickest and shortest rouio.
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Mr. William Kinglick Garnsey, stock and station agent, sworn and examined :—
Mr. W. K. 4187. Mr. Bowel.'] What is your occupation ? I am a stock and station agent at Forbes. I have resided 
Garnsey. here for five or six years.

^ 4188. Do you know the district ? I know it well.
4 Mar., 1890. 4|g9i Have you resided in the district prior to the last five or six years ? No.

4190. Then your knowledge is confined to that time ? Yes. '
4191. Are there any large transactions in stock in this district? Yes.
4192. What information have you to give the Committee ? I can give you the number of stock we have 
sold since we have been here.
4193. Will you be good enough to read the particulars ? We had two months in 1884 in which we sold 
2 horses, 50 cattle, 2,830 sheep, and we leased 25,000 acres of country; in 1885, we sold 22 horses, 4,616 
head of cattle, 270,984 sheep, 1 station, and we leased 137,700 acres of land; in 1886, we sold 9 horses, 
6,894 cattle, 226,609 sheep, 3 stations, and we leased 102,000 acres of land ; in 1887, we sold 36 horses, 
11,273 cattle, 294,684 sheep, 8 stations, and we leased 6,950 acres of country ; in 1888, wo sold 10 horses, 
5,681 cattle, 299,024 sheep, 11 stations, and we leased 80,500 acres of country ; in 1889, we sold 30 horses, 
1,979 cattle, 423,766 sheep, 3 stations, and we leased 10,700 acres of country ; so far in 1890, we have 
sold 10 horses, 1 head of cattle, 103,636 sheep, and 1 station.
4194. Generally speaking, may I infer that the business in this district in which you are engaged is 
increasing? Yes; it is.
4195. Would any portion of the business to which you have just referred afford revenue to a railway 
constructed to Forbes ? Yes.
4196. What portion ? I could not say.
4197. Do you think, from your knowledge of the district, that a considerable portion of the traffic brought 

' to the railway would consist of fat stock, sheep, and cattle ? I do.
4198. Would any revenue be derived from starving stock ? Yes ; we railed two years ago, from Cowra, 
between 16,000 and 25,000 sheep across to Wagga. They would have gone to Forbes, if the line had been here.
4199. If the railway were constructed to Forbes, do you think the traffic of stock through here would be 
still further increased ? In fat stock it might, but not in stores.
4200. It is fat stock, you anticipate, which would bring revenue to the railway ? Yes.
4201. From your knowledge of the country, do you think a larger proportion of that kind of traffic would
come to Forbes than comes there now ? 1 am certain it would.
4202. Can you say, approximately, what increase there would be ? I have not gone into a calculation at 
all. I know the stations intimately between here and Hillston ; and I know that much of the wool that 
now finds its way to Nyngan would find its way here, if there were a railway.
4203. You have referred to the sale of a large number of acres of land ;—what do you infer from that— 
that persons are selling out at a profit ? Yes ; I can instance one station which we sold twice. I mean- 
Upper Droubalgie. The area is 9,500 acres, of which about 3,000 acres are secured in freehold and con
ditional purchase. We sold this station in September, 1886, for £7,500, and we re-sold it in July, 1888, 
—'one vear and ten months afterwards—for £9,000, showing an increase in value for that time alone, 
of £1,500.
4204. During that time had the. station materially improved ? No ; it was in the same state as on the day
we first sold it. 4205."

, *,N'ote (os revision):—There -was a slight misunderstanding when I answered question 4174 I send a large 
proportion, bf Bcbm-fed Wool to Melbourne, and thOlight pending the wool per dray; vitt Cowfft, #6iiid bfe less expensive and 
mere direct thtil Sendihg it dto Parkes.
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4205. Have you had many transactions in ]and P Tes. Mr. W. K.
4206. What have they resulted in ? Land has been sold at a profit. We had not this transaction our- Oarnsey.
selves, but I know of it. A farm of 420 acres on the Lachlan River, 6 miles from Forbes, was sold a year . AT" A 7T'
ago at £5 per acre ; a week afterwards it was sold for £5 5s.; and in a year afterwards I took a buyer at ar'’ ■' '
£6 6s., and the present owner ref uses to sell—he had a water frontage. There is a place belonging to
William Chandler, a farmer at Wangan Yale, near Eugowra, about half-way between Eorbes and Eugowra; .
there is an area of 1,440 acres. It was sold about two years ago for £1 18s. per acre; the present owner 
refused £2 10s. per acre for the same land twelve months later..; I took a buyer up there about four 
months ago and he wanted £3 10s.
4207. Then the Committee may infer that land is increasing steadily in value ? Tes. There is a farm on the
river belonging to Mr. Reymond ; I took a buyer and offered £6 10s ; he refused it. I may tell you also *
that I had a gentlemen looking about for a fortnight trying to buy a place at which he wished to start •
growing fruit—oranges principally, I believe. He could not buy suitable land, even at £6 an acre.
4208. Tour occupation causes you to travel through the district ? Continually.
4209. Is the country fairly settled upon ? Tes, wherever it is available. The distance from Cowra to 
Eorbes is just 58 miles, and taking 2 to 3 miles on each side of the river, every acre is thickly populated, 
and occupied by small bona-fide holders. Hearly all of this area consists of rich deep black soil. I 
estimate the average value at £4 per acre all through. Outside of the area I have named, the land is 
■worth from £2 to £2 10s. per acre for a considerable distance. I may mention also that the valley of 
the Lachlan runs parallel with the surveyed line from Wood’s Elat, via Eugowra, to Eorbes. This rich 
land continues on both sides of the river to Condobolin, a distance of 60 miles, where a break occurs on 
the north side. On the south side the good land continues, with few exceptions, as far as Merri- 
Merrigal, 75 miles below Condobolin.
4210. Does the appearance of the selectors you know give you the impression they are permanently 
settled ? It does.
4211. What is their chief occupation? They are occupied principally in stock-growing, because there is
no outlet for anything else. So far as other things are concerned, they can grow onlv what is required 
for the district. "
4212. Can you say whether there have been any sales of those selections to pastoral tenants ? Not many 
since I have been here. G-enerally speaking, the settlers are bona-fide-,—they have every appearance of 
possessing comfortable homes.
4213. Dp you think the construction of a railway to Eorbes would conduce materially to their prosperity?
I think it would.
4214. And to that of the district generally ? Tes.
4215. Would it give a great impetus to agriculture ? It would increase it very much, compared with what
it is now. . “
4216. Have you noticed that of late years there has been a larger area of land under crop ? No ; because 
there is no outlet. They can only consume a certain amount here. The supply is up to the demand now.
4217. Is property increasing in value in the town of Eorbes? It is. Properties we have sold we can 
re-sell at a profit.
4218. People appear to have confidence in the town and district ? Tes.
4219. Is it the anticipation of a railway which engenders this confidence ? I would not say that. The
natural resources of the town are steadily increasing it. ,
4220. Do you know anything of the rival routes ? All the lines, I think.
4221. Do you think the district would be served to any considerable extent by the construction of the
line from Molong to Parkes and Forbes, via Flagstone Creek ? Any railway to the town wmuld do it 
good, no matter which way it came.
4222. But would that line serve a considerable number of inhabitants—large centres of population ? I 
think so.
4223. Tou know Parkes well ? Tes.
4224. The principal centre of population is round about there ? Tes.
4225. Can you say how the country is settled to the north of Parkes ? It is very thickly settled just now.
4226. What is the charater of the country ? It is very open box country, with good red soil.
4227. If the statement were made this morning that there was no settlement to the north of the proposed 
line from Molong, would it be correct ? I do not think so.
4228. Tou are able to form an opinion ? I think so. I have been all my life at the stock and station -
business. .
4229. If a railway were made to Eorbes, what do you think would be the principal source of revenue ?
Well, in the first place the passenger traffic will increase considerably.
4230. What about the merchandise traffic—that will increase ? That would increase. There would also 
be a great quantity of wool, and a good deal of fat stock.
4231. The Eailway Commissioners have estimated that the whole of the return of fat stock would be 
covered by £800 a year ;—do you think that that is an under-estimate ? There is one thing to be con
sidered in answering that question. When persons having stock can travel up a river like this, with such 
good country, they will be likely to do so, and a number of them might rail their stock at Cowra—they 
would travel their stock up to Cowra, and save the rail round. If the season were good the stock would 
do equally ■well; if the season were bad the stock would be brought to Eorbes, in order that they might be 
railed as quickly as possible, and got away by the quickest route.
4232. Do you think that the estimate of £800 would be sufficient? I think Parkes would contribute 
more than that amount, to say nothing of Eorbes.
4233. Tou are sure that the country to the north of Parkes is fairly settled ? Yes.
4234. And that the settlers would contribute to the railway revenue at Parkes ? Tes.
4235. Do you know the country between G-renfell and Parkes ? Tes ; it is all good country.
4236. Is it fairly settled upon? Well, it could be better settled upon.
4237. Is the land in the hands of large holders ? Erom Eorbes to Grenfell, after you get 10 miles out, •
you-will find the next 10 miles all in large areas. Each side of that 10 miles is well settled upon
4238. There is one considerable portion then in large estates, which is not likely to be settled upon ? It 
is in large areas.
4239. It is now occupied for pastoral purposes ? Tes; between Parkes and Eorbes the land is not
settled upon at all, because it is comprised in a gold reserve. 4240.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—RAILWAY FROM MOLONG TO PARKES AND FORBES. 115



770

It is merely occupied by tbe pastoral tenants ? Tes.
Do you think the cross line is One which could be constructed ? I do. _ _ _
In preference to the one which is being referred to the Committe ? I do ; because I think it is a 

'•> 1890, line in the interests of the country at large. _
4213. What distance is there to go from Grenfell to connect with the nearest railway ? Something over 
30 miles. _
4244. Do you think the Committee could fairly recommend the construction of the line from Molong to 
Parkes and Porbes, via Plagstone Creek ? I do not think so.
4245. For what reason ? There is too much bad country there. _ _
4246. What part is bad ? Take 12 miles out of Parkes, or 14 miles out of Molong, and it is good 
country, but the balance is bad country.
4247. Tou consider that there is a belt of 24 miles of inferior country between Molong and Parkes ? Tes.
4248. Suitable for what purpose ? For breeding wild dogs and kangaroos.
4249. Is it a fact that this land which you describe as being so bad is settled upon ? I know some people 
out there who have been there all their lives.
4250. Still you do not think the railway ought to be constructed there ? I do not think so, honestly.
4251. Do you think the people of Cudal would be served by the Molong line, if the railway were brought 
within 4 miles of it ? Of course any person close to a railway gets an advantage from it.
4252. But do you consider that the Cudal farmers would be fairly served if they were 4 miles from a 
railway ? The railway would serve them, but not as well as if it were taken through Cudal.
4253. At all events, they would be better served than they now are? Tes.
4254. Would not traffic from the farmers go to the railway-station if it were only 4 miles distant ? 
Certainly, if the farmers could not get cheaper carriage by road.
4255. But would not the Cudal people use the railway under any circumstances ? I think so. I know I 
would myself if I were at Cudal.
4256. By bringing the railway nearer Cudal, would it be taken out of the bad country to which you have 
referred, or out of any portion of it ? It is good country about Cudalthe country is good considerably 
more than 4 miles from Cudal.
4257. Therefore there would not be as much bad country as you anticipated ? I never travelled across 
from Cudal, but I have been through from Murga in towards Dubbo. It is pretty nearly all bad country 
from the time you leave the Borenore line straight through to Oberley.
4258. But the construction of the line to Forbes by either route would be a material benefit to the town
of Forbes and to the district ? Tes. .
4259. Tou are clearly of opinion that a line should be made to Forbes ? We ought to have had a line 
here years ago.
4260. Tou think the Committee would be perfectly justified in recommending it ? I think so.
4261. Do you know the country between Forbes and Condobolin? I do.
4262. Do you know it beyond Condobolin ? As far down the river as Euabalong, about 40 miles.
4263. Would the trade of that district be brought here to a large extent if a railway were made here ? It 
would.
4264. Is Condobolin a thriving town ? A very prosperous little town.
4265. And the people there would do their trade with the depot at Forbes ? They would, I believe.
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Mr. TV. K. 4240. 
Garnsey. 424L

‘ 4242.

Mr. Joseph Bernard Beymond, sworn and further examined :—
Mr. J. B. 4266. Chairman.'] I believe you wish to supplement your evidence ? In giving the industries, businesses, 
Beymond. and occupations of the townspeople, I omitted to mention that there were two newspapers and six stock 

and station agents. I also intended to read you a list of those having irrigation plants, and I should like 
4 Mar., 1890. 4o g;Ye y0U names now. They are : Martin Brothers, Martin, Nicolas and Reymond, Farrand, Tozer, 

Corscaden, Gatenby, and Edols.

Mr. J. Q3
Corscaden,

4 Mar., 1890.

Mr. John Canning Corscaden, wool-scourer and fellmonger, sworn and examined :—
4267. Chairman^] What is your occupation ? A wmol-scourer and fellmonger.
4268. Where are you situated ? About a mile and three-quarters from the town, on the river.
4269. How many men do you employ ? I have had about 30 hands this season.
4270. What machinery do you employ ? A twelve-horse power boiler. I have two Tangye pumps ; 
they are 6-inch pumps.
4271. Do you get water from the river ? Direct from the river.
4272. About what amount of wool do you pass through your hands in twelve months ? About 215 tons— 
that is the weight when it is scoured, not in the grease. '
4273. Are you passing more through your hands now than you used to do, or are you doing about the 
same business ? A little more, I think.
4274. How long have you been in business ? About two years.
4275. And you think there is an increase ? Tes.
4276. Do you have as much wool as you can scour ? Tes.
4277. Tou have no difficulty in getting wool ? No ; but there is a difficulty in getting it away.
4278. How do you get it away ? We send some by Cowra, and some by Borenore, whichever we can get 
through quickest.
4279. If you had a railway here, would it be of much importance to you ? Very much indeed ; a railway 
to Forbes would materially benefit us.
4280. I suppose it would not matter to you very much which way the line went? It would, 
considerably.
4281. Why? We do not want a line via Molong; that route is too roundabout. We want a direct line, 
to benefit the people down the river.
4282. Tou mean down the Lachlan ? Tes.
4283. How would it affect them P If the line came via Molong they would not send their wool that way.
4284. But there is only 2^ miles difference ? But they would be sending their wool right round the 
country, and it would be easier and cheaper to send it to Cowra by team.

4285.
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4285. Tou think that if the line under consideration were made the wool would he sent by team to Cowra ? 
I believe it would.
4286. Is that what you would do ? The matter is not in my hands always ; but I think I would do so 
myself.
4287. Although you know that there is only 2 miles difference in the distance ? Well, it appears to be
sending the wool all round the country. _ _
4288. But you cannot get over the fact that the difference in distance is only 2 miles ;—in spite of that 
small difference, you would rather send your wool by team to Cowra ? I would rather send it by Cowra. 
I should get it sent away more quickly and cheaply that way.
4289. The teams go more quickly than the railway ? The teams go right through to Cowra.
4290. Mr. Dowel.'] Have you any knowledge of this district? I have only travelled by the coach.
4291. Where would those persons be on the river who would object to sending their wool from Borbes, by 
railway, round by Molong ? I know that a great number of our constituents would object, although I could 
not name them.
4292. Do you know of any? I could not name them now.
4293. Could you name one ? No; I should not like to mention anyone, because they might object. I 
fancy they would not like to send their wool this way.
4294. Tou only fancy so? Tes.
4295. Coming back to your own statement, do you not think that if a railway were constructed to Eorbes, 
coming from any point on the existing railway system, it would be of advantage to you in assisting you to 
send your wool by railway rather than by dray ;—do you not see that you would be able to despatch your 
wool in sufficient time to take advantage of a favourable market in Sydney, whereas, if you were depending 
on dray-carriage, your wool might be too late for the good market ? That is quite correct.
4296. Well then, under those circumstances, would not the railway be a considerable advantage to the 
people in Eorbes ? Tes ; if it came direct, but not by the roundabout route.
4297. Would 2 miles difference in the two routes make any difference to you in the transportation of your 
wool to Sydney," once you got it upon the railway ? I think there is a difference of more than 2 miles, 
but I am not certain.
4298. But would you, on account of that difference, prefer to send your wool by dray to Cowra ? I think 
it would be cheaper in the long run, and I also think that the railway from Borenore would suit the larger 
number of people.
4299. If a railway were brought to Eorbes by any route, would you use it ? I might do so, sometimes.

Mr. J. 0.
Corscaden.

4 Mar., 1890.

Erank Alleyn Edols, Esq., squatter, sworn and examined:—
4300. Mr. Zee.] I understand that you are engaged in squatting pursuits ? Tes.
4301. Are you one of the firm? No; but I am working under my father, who is the firm trading as
T. Edols & Co.
4302. Where is the property situated ? About 35 miles west of here.
4303. Tou have sheep, chiefly, on your run ? Tes.
4304. About how many bales of wool do you send to market a year ? The number varies ; we had over
4,000 this last year.
4305. Grreasy ? It included about 400 or 500 bales of scoured. I can give you the exact number. There 
were 4,148 bales altogether.
4306. Which market did you send it to ? We sent our wool to England, through Sydney.
4307. How did you get it from the station to Sydney ? We sent it through Wright, Heaton, by dray, to 
Eorbes. The teams take it from the wool-shed to Borenore, through Eorbes, and it is taken thence by 
train to Sydney.
4308. Could you tell us the amount of trainage you would pay on those 4,148 bales ? I could not say what 
the train freight is. We agreed to give Wright, Heaton, & Co. £6 a ton to take the wool at the station and 
deliver it at Sydney. Eor scoured ivool we paid them £7 3s. 3d. There would be only about 500 bales of 
scoured wool.
4309. What would you allow for the dray carriage from the station to Borenore, per ton ? I could not say.
4310. The object of this line of examination is to ascertain the actual freight likely to be obtained by the 
proposed railway ? I am afraid I cannot give you that information.
4311. Do you get your station supplies back by the same'route ? Tes.
4312. About how many tons a year ? Last year we had over 90 tons of back-loading ; besides that, we had
two or three loads from Cowra—about 5 tons on each load ; there would be a total altogether of about 105 
tons. ■
4313. Did you send any wool via Cowra ? No.
4314. Is the Borenore route shorter for you than the Cowra route ? No ; I think it is a little bit longer, 
judging from the coach.
4315. Have you been over both tracks? Tes.
4316. Which is the better road? The Cowra road.
4317. And for what reason do you send your wool to Borenore ? Wright, Heaton, & Co. take it. from 
us, and that is the way they go. They enter into a contract to deliver the wool in Sydney at so much per 
ton. It does not matter to us which way it goes.
4318. Supposing a railway were made from Molong to Parkes and Porbes, would it offer to you a suitable 
outlet for your wool ? Tes ; I think it would.
4319. Could you suggest any route which would better serve your purpose than the route via Molong and 
Parkes ? My own idea is that the Cowra route would serve us better. I fancy that it would be shorter.
4320. I do not know what is the position of your station in regard to Cowra; but I may inform you that
the Cowra line is actually longer than the Borenore line, whereas the Molong’line is the longest of the 
three ? Tes; I thought it was. .
4321. Do you know the surrounding country ? Tes ; I know most of it. ‘
4322. Have you been to Borenore? Tes.
4323. Have you been to Molong ? No ; only as far as Parkes. .
4324. Occupying the position you do in this part of the country—having such a large property here—you 
would, as a citizen, be interested in the extension of the railway system to this part of the colony ? Tea.

4325.

F. A. Edols, 
Esq.

4 Mar., 1890.
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J^-nd in common with the rest of the community, you are desirous of seeing the railway taken along 
a r°ute) which would best serve the interests of the majority of the people ? Yp«.

4 Mar isqo -®ave you thought the matter out sufficiently, to be able to offer an opinion, as to which is the best
•> • route to serve the greater number of people ? I like the cross-line from Dubbo to Parlies, Porbes,

G-renfell, and Young.
4327. But if that line were constructed, you would send your wool via Cowra;—you would not send it via 
Dubbo ? I think by way of Dubbo.
4328. Would not that be a longer route than the other ? I do not think so.
4329. So far as your interest is concerned, you would not advocate the construction of the cross-line to get
to the west ? No. 13
4330. It would be with a view of getting direct to Sydney P Yes.
4331. AYould the construction of a line to this district, offer any special benefit to you ? Oh, yes ; 
because we should get our wool away quicker and more cheaply. "
4332. Are there times when your wool is delayed in consequence of bad roads ? No ; I do not think we 
have ever had our wool delayed by bad roads.

, 4333. Taking the present medium of traffic bv dray, you are enabled to make use of it in all 
weathers ? Yes.
4334. The only additional advantage of the railway would be, that it would give you quicker and cheaper
transit ? Yes. . 1
4335. Do you think it would lead to increasing the flocks on your station ? No ; I do not think it would.
4336. Would it induce you to cultivate at all ? Yes ; I should think so. It would induce us to go in 
for irrigation.
4337. You have some dry seasons here occasionally? Yes.
4338. Have you to purchase much forage at those times ? Yes ; we have to purchase a good deal for 
the horses.
4339. Where do you obtain it from, chiefly? We get some which is grown on the river by the farmers 
on our own station, and some from Parkes.
4340. Have you had occasion to remove any of your stock in dry seasons ? Yes; we have.
4341. Do you travel them in the ordinary way ? Yes.
4342. Would a railway into the Lachlan country enable you to shift them quickly, and advantageously, in
dry seasons? It would. ±
4343. And would you be able to bear the cost of transit ? Yes. '

part of the country would you send your starving stock ;—are there any particular districts, 
which, in dry weather, hold their own better than other districts ? We have always sent our stock up into 
the mountains, into the cold country, in the direction of Cooma, but not as far as that. It is often the 
case, if we have a dry time of it, they might not have a dry time out Parkes way, and we might then send 
our stock there.
4345. You would remove the stock to where there was grass ? Yes.
4346. If a line were constructed across country, from Dubbo to the New England country, would that be 
too great a distance for you to send your stock ? Yes ; I think it would.
4347. Have you ever had occasion to use the railway to remove any stock ? No.
4348. So that you do not know what the cost of it would be ? No.
4349. You know that special rates are made under those conditions ? Yes.
4350. Have you gone in for any amount of irrigation yet ? Por some.
4351. Have you the plant on the station ? Yes ; we have two plants.
4352. To what purpose do you usually put them ;—is it for the cultivation of a garden, or for crops<r> 
No ; to keep the stud sheep.
4353. That is to provide the natural grasses ? Yes.
4354. Do you lay down English grass at all? No ; we have grown a little lucerne, but very little.
4355. I suppose rye, and grass of that kind, will not do well? We find that the natural grasses do
the best. °
4356. In the case of extremely dry weather, can you, by irrigating, get the grass to grow ? Yes.
4357. No matter how dry the atmosphere may be ? Yes.
4358. So long as you supply an abundance of water the vegetation will spring? Yes.
4359. Chairman.’] Will you obtain for us the amount paid on trainage from Borenore to Sydney on your 
wool? Yes ; if I cannot get it from our agent here, I will write to the station and get it from mv brother.'
4360. Mr. Dowel.] AVhat distance is your station from Condobolin ? 28 miles. “
4361. And what distance from Porbes ? 35 miles.
4362. What distance from Parkes ? 40 miles.
4363. What is the area of your pastoral holding ? There are 90,000 acres of purchased land, over
200,000 acres of leasehold area, and 40,400 acres of resumed area.
4364. AVhat stock have you ? Last year we sheared 246,000, including lambs.
4365. Have you any cattle ? About 200 head of cattle.
4366. Is the principal portion of your holding, land of first-class quality ? Yes.
4367. Its grazing capabilities are good ? Yes.
4368. _ Is it suitable for agriculture ? Yes. There may be parts of it which are, but I do not think most 
ot it is.
4369. At all events, some part would be P Yes ; if we had sufficient rain.
4370. Have you grown, on your own station, any vegetables, fruits, or vines ? Yes. "We have a garden 
at the homestead.
4371. How do the fruit trees thrive ? Very well. We water them regularly.
4372. Would that be a fair indication that some fruits and cereals would grow on other parts of the run ?
Yes; with irrigation. r *
4373. Knowing the country as well as you do in that direction, do you not think, that if a line were 
constrncted to Porbes, there would be a considerable amount of traffic in fat stock would you not send 
fat stock yourselves ? We could not do so ; we sell our sheep off the shears, as stores.
4374. Is there a considerable amount of traffic in stock in this district P Yes.
4375. Do you know of your own knowledge whether there is a large number of fats coming through 
I orbes . I do not. I know we get a great many sheep through th£ run, but they are not fats.
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■4376. Do you think there would be any traffic at all in fat sheep for the railway? Yes.
4377. And you think a considerable quantity of wool would be brought to Forbes ? Yes..
4378. More than comes here at the present time ? I could not say that.
4379. But would it not be an inducement to squatters, to send their wool here, if they could 
more quickly, and at a lower rate ? Yes.
4380. Therefore there is every probability of the railway being utilized for the carriage of wool ? Yes.
4381. Do you think the construction of a railway to Forbes would be a great convenience to passengers ? 
Yes.
4382. Any railway to Forbes ? Yes. ' '
4383.. You could transact your business more quickly and easily in Sydney than you do now ? Yes.
4384. You do not think persons would drive to Cowra;—you think they would come to Forbes ? Yes.
4385. Do you think it is at all likely, then, that people -would send their wool by dray to Cowra, if there 
were a railway station at Forbes ? No.
4386. Supposing you were scouring wool in Forbes, wmuld you instruct your agent to send it by dray to 
Coirra, instead of shipping it on to the train at Forbes ? I would have it sent direct by train, of course.
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get it away 4 Mar., 1890.

Mr. Alexander Biggs, contractor, sworn and examined :— .
4387. Chairman^ Where do you reside ? At Forbes. Mr, A. Biggs.
4388. Mr. Bowel.'] What is your occupation ? I am a contractor. ,—N
4389. How long have you resided here ? Twenty-eight years. 4 Mar., 1890.
4390. You have a considerable knowledge of the district f I have.
4391. As a contractor, will you give us some information about the timber of the district? The best 
timber in the district is on the Lachlan River;—it is hardwood timber. You can get pine off the river, on 
both sides. I have been bridge-building; I put a bridge over the Mandagery Creek, between Cudal and 
the Paikes-road. I also put one up between Parkes and Molong. I vrent all through the hills for timber.
I got most of the timber for the Cudal bridge, on the other side of Cudal, at what they call the Big Flat; 
it is all big timber. The soft stuff came from Oakey Creek, Barragin way.
4392. What distances are these places from Cudal ? Oakey Creek is 10 miles, and Big Flat is 3. I was 
looking for 42 feet girders among the ironbark, on the Molong and Parkes-road. I went all through the 
hills there. I had to go to the caves at Barry’s Stables ; I was a fortnight looking, and could not find a 
sound stick.
4393. Where is Barry’s Stables ? On the road between Cudal and Orange.
4394. What distance from Cudal ? About 14 miles ;—it is supposed to be half way. .
4395. Is it a timber reserve ? No, it is Crown land. I got the sticks there easily enough; but I could 
not get them among the ironbark.
4396. What timber was it you obtained? White gum, or mountain ash, as thev call it here.
4397. The Government allowed you to use white gum instead of stringy-bark ? AYe could not get stringy-
bark good enough. * “ '
4398-9. You are sure that white gum does not stand as long as ironbark ? I am.
4400. Will you please give the Committee some information as to the timber in the immediate vicinity'of 
Forbes ;—that is, within a radius of 20 miles ? There is a good deal of yellow box ; it is one of the best 
timbers going for bridge work. .
4401. And it can only be obtained in short lengths ? I have got them 52 feet long. There is a good deal 
of gum timber; but a lot of it has been ringbarked. Thousands of acres have been spoilt.
4402. Is the yellow box of which you speak pipey or shelly ? Some of it; but most of it is good sound
wood. With the exception of the gum, it is the soundest wood about this part. There is a good deal of
pine yet. ■
4403. What distance from the proposed railway ? There is pine upon the Orange-road from here to • 
Eugov'ra ; the line runs through it. It runs in on to the river also. There is a big timber reserve upon
the river.
4404. What distance from Forbes ? Twelve miles to the lower boundary.
4405. Is it an extensive pine scrub ? It runs 7 or 8 miles out.
4406. The same character of timber that has been put into this building ? Exactly the same.
4407. Plenty of timber like these girders could be got out of it? Yes.
4408. If this line were constructed, and steam sawing plants were put into the scrub, timber could be
supplied through the railway to Forbes, and could be sent away on the railway to various markets? I 
believe so. '
4409. So as to give a revenue to the railway ? I think so.
4410. What price do you pay for timber? You can get it delivered at Forbes at 11s. per hundred feet.
4411. Is there a large quantity of the timber to which you refer ? A large quantity. You may say that
Eorbes is in the centre of it. "
4412. Having resided in the district as long as you have, have you noticed that of late years, there has been 
a particular increase in its prosperity ? Yes ; I have noticed that.
4413. A large number of buildings have been erected ? Yes.
4414. The building trade is now brisker than ever ? Yes.
4415. What about building outside of the town ? I am pretty well acquainted with the country round 
about here. Most of it is settled upon. The majority of the settlers are Iona fide.
4416. They are still erecting dwelling-liouses of a permanent character ? Yes. •
4417. And you do not think they- are likely to leave there ? No.
44174. Has this been going on for a large number of years ? The place has been steadily improving all 
the time. A few years ago _we built the Lagoon bridge ; there was'then a lot of vacant laud. Since then 
it has been cut up into special areas, and you cannot get timber now at all where you could get it then.
4418. The landhipon which you used to get timber is now settled upon? Yes. *
4419. And if you wanted any timber you would have to purchase it from the selectors here ? Yes.
4420. Is there anything else beside timber you think that is likely to bring traffic to the railway ? Most 
decidedly. There is the wool; a great deal of it goes this way. ”
4421. Have you any special knowledge of tbe stations about here? Yes. ,
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Mr. A. Biggs. 4422. And you think that a large quantity of the wool grown in the district will be brought to this line ? 
Decidedly.

ar., 18^0. 4422a_ Do you know Condobolin ? Yes, and beyond.
4423. Do you think that any large portion of the produce of that district will come to Porbes ? Yes.
4424. Giving tratBc to the railway ? Most decidedly it will.
4425. Do you know the country between Grenfell and Porbes ? It is good country all the way—that is, 
keeping on the west side of the ranges.
4426. Are there engineering difficulties in the way of the construction of that railway that you know of ? 
Hone whatever.
4427. Do you know the country traversed by the railway the Committee are now considering? I have 
been timber-getting from one end of it to the other.
4428. With the exception of the reserves, it is pretty well all settled upon, is it not ? All the good 
available land is taken up, but there is a considerable portion of it which is good for nothing.
4429. What is the portion to which you refer ? It is good from Parkes, 12 or 14 miles out on the road 
to Molong, along the surveyed route, and then from there to within about 17 miles of Molong, on the left 
hand side of the surveyed line, it is useless.
4430. Is it settled upon? Hot in to the left. You could not settle upon it; it is all hills there. Along 
the road it is all settled, except at places where the land is of no use.
4431. Is that Crown land? Yes; but it is all mountain and scrub.
4432. Do you not know that it is locked up and that it could not be settled upon ? I was not aware of 
that.
4433. Were you aware that it formed a portion of a leasehold area ? I was not.
4434. What land are you referring to, particularly ? All the hills from Bumberry straight along from
Meranburn, in to the left. Along the road the land is good, but I am speaking about the land in to the 
left. .
4435. Have you been there recently ? It is two years since I was there.
4436. Would you be surprised to find that a considerable portion of that land is settled upon ? Close to 
the road itself I believe it it is ; but if you go to the back of those sections you will find rough, hilly 
country till you get to Bilga. In odd places it is good, but a great portion of it is useless.
4437. What is the character of the land to the north of Parkes ? That is all good.
4438. And between Parkes and Condobolin ? That is very good too. Prom Parkes to Tomingly and 
that direction the land is all settled upon. Between Parkes and Oberley there are a good many selec
tions, but there is a lot of inferior land.
4439. Where do you think tbe settlers to the north of Parkes would transact their business if this rail
way were made ? With Parkes, of course.
4440. And the good country is fairly settled upon ? Yes.
4441. You have been over the country yourself ?■ Yes ; I built a bridge there a short time ago.
4442. Does the settlement appear to be of a permanent clmraeter t Yes.
4443. There are a good class of men improving their holdings and combining agriculture with pastoral
pursuits ? Yes; some have come in only lately. The majority have come there within the last three 
or four years. “ ” '
4444. Under any circumstances, without discussing the merits of the rival routes, is it advisable that a 
line should be made to Porbes ? I think it is.
4445. And you think that it would be a line which would eventually pay, if it did not pay at the stai 1 ?
1 do. " '

Mr. Charles St. Baker, stock and station agent, sworn and examined:—
Mr. 4446. Chairman.-] What are you? I am a stock and station agent and auctioneer.

GStBaker. 4447. How long have you resided here ? Since 1862. I have been a little while away.
a mT,. ison 4448- What is the nature of the evidence you wish to give us ? It is with regard to the floods and the 
4 Mar., 1890 general capabilities of the district.

444'9. Is this place ever flooded, or is it subject to floods ? A part of Forbes has been flooded. We had 
a big flood in 1867 ; that was when the big bridge in Bathurst was washed away. It was a very slight 
degree less than the flood of 1870. I was agent for Messrs. Cobb & Co. at the time. I had no difficulty 
then in conveying the mails on horseback from here in the middle of the night to the Southern Cross, to 
meet the coach. The reason the coach could not come through was that 1 lie re are hills here which get 
rotten in wet weather. They would not bear tbe coach, so we took the mails through on horseback.
4450. What about the country outside Porbes—is it liable to flood ? Some of it; but no flood-waters get
up to the line from Borenore to Porbes, as now measured. It is measured outside of the highest of the 
flood lines- that is, either the line of 1867 or the line of 1870. There is nothing beyond tbe creeks, which 
are met with everywhere, and which have to be bridged. ^
4451. Have you not known all the traffic on this road suspended on account of floods ? Ho.
4452. Hot the traffic from Porbes to Condobolin ? Ho.
4453. You have never known the traffic stopped by flood water ? Ho ; but it has been impeded.
4454. If a resident at Condobolin swore to this Committee that he had known the traffic to be stopped 
for a week on account of the flood he must have been swearing a lie ? It has been impeded at times.
4455. What do you mean by impeded ? Well, it has been stopped to a certain extent, as at the time of 
the wash-away at Cootamundra, when the railway accident happened.
4456. One of you two witnesses cannot be correct ? Possibly not.
4457. Have you seen much progress in the business portion of the town of Porbes within the last two or 
three years ? Considerable progress.
4458. Do you think that a railway constructed here would be a paying line, and that it would be at the 
same time of material consequence to the district? That depends which way it comes.
4459. Supposing it comes from Molong to Parkes and Porbes-—how would that affect the district ? It
might possibly pay. '
4460. Do you think it would be of benefit to Porbes ? I think we could get a line of greater benefit to 
Porbes and to the colony generally.
4461. You do not think it would be of much benefit to Forbes then? Hot of much benefit,
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4162. Whicli of the suggested lines do you think would be of most benefit to If orbes? I think the Mr. 
iBorenorc line, Wrt; Cudal. It would go through the best country, and would seiwe the interests of the C. St. Baker, 
district as well as the general interests of the colony better. —A~~7',
4463. Would it also servo that large number of settlers to the north of Parkes ? Yes ; if the line were 4 Mar., 189 . 
continued from here to Parkes.
4464. How would a line from Cowra to Porbes suit the district? It might suit it pretty well—perhaps as 
well as the Borenore line ; but I believe in the Borenore line myself.
4465. But tbe worst of tbe three is tbe one via Molong and Parkes? Most decidedly; very much the 
worst.
4166. Por what reason ? In taking the line from Molong to Parkes, you are taking it along the edge of
tbe good country. On the north side of the line the hulk of the land consists of barren ridges. Molong,
the township, is in one of the northern corners. The bulk of the good country extends right away to
the Lachlan Elver, and includes Cargo, Canowindra, and Cudal. It goes right away to Merraganowrie ; '
that is on the Lachlan Eiver. The flats there are noted for the wonderful crops of corn they have grown.
I believe I am right in saying that they capped in one season even the crops grown on the Hunter Eiver.
All this so-called Molong country is to the southward, and a great deal of it to the south of the line from 
Borenore to Porbes. ■
4467. Would that country he served by the Cowra line ? Yes.
4468. How far is Cargo from Orange ? Twenty-five miles, I think ; hut I am not sure of the distance.
Canowindra would he about 40 miles from Orange.
4469. What I want to get at is the distance of the country you are speaking of from the existing line ?
Orange and Cowra would he the nearest points.
4470. How far is it from Cowra to Canowindra ? Only 22 miles, I believe.
4471. Is there any other information you would like to give the Committee ? I should like to say that, 
so far as the Eugowra people are concerned, a portion of them are in the Molong district, and they 
would not be served at all by the Molong line. There is a considerable area of good land there. If you look 
at the map which is before you, showing the settlement, you will see that a great deal of the land to the 
north of the Molong line is blank. You will see that to the south of that line it is all settled country.
To the north of the Molong line there are a lot of barren ridges, and so far as the people to the north of 
Parkes are concerned, if they want a railway it would be better to take it from Borenore, via Eugowra, 
and Cudal to Porbes, and thence to Parkes, giving them a terminus there. That seems to he the terminal 
point at which they are aiming.
4472. Mr. Lfie.] There is a deviation, starting from a point between 217 and 218 miles on the stakedline;—■ 
would not that bring the Cudal people within the influence of the Molong line? It might bring the 
township within its influence; hut you must remember that Cudal is a long way distant from the bulk of 
the country wdiich we wish to serve by the line we advocate You are leaving out all the country to the 
south right down to the river, which is part of the Molong district, and which has been included in the

■ Molong returns. They have appropriated those returns for Molong, in supporting their claim to a railway ; 
hut they omit to mention that Molong is in one of the northern corners, whereas the line we advocate, 
from Cudal to Borenore, is in the centre of the Molong district, with good land on each side of it.
4473. As a matter of fact, however, the deviation would serve Cudal ? It might serve the township, if it 
came within 4 miles of it; but it could not be said to serve the Cudal people, because they extend 12 
miles this side of Cudal.
4474. Having this deviation in view, do you not think it would serve the Cudal people equally well with 
people to the north of the staked line ? There are very few to the north. You will see from the map that 
there is little or no settlement; the population extends on the south right down to the river. Looking at 
the map before you, I think it must be quite evident that the line from Borenore to Porbes would serve 
the largest population ; the settlement as shown by the map proves that conclusively.
4475. But would not the proposed deviation be more likely to serve not only the people of Cudal, hut the 
people to the north of the staked line ? The line from Borenore to Porbes, Cudal, would, I think, serve 
the greater number of people. The settlement to the north of the Molong line would not, according 
to the map you show me, suffer at all, because the bulk of that settlement is nearly all due north of ‘
Molong. The settlers there could come to Molong without any trouble, but a large number of persons 
to the south, if you adopt the Molong liue, could not get to a railway without going a great distance out of 
their way. ■
4476. Are there not some residents north of the staked line over 15 miles from Molong? There might he. .
4477. Are there not residents 15 miles south of the proposed line from Borenore? TJndoubtedly.
4478. Then,if it were possible to make a deviation in the centre, between these two lines, would it not he 
likely to serve the interests of the greater number of people ? Decidedly not. The Borenore-Cudal 
line is the most central line, and will undoubtedly serve the greatest number of people, as well as being 
of the greatest benefit to the colony at large.
4479. Mr. Dowel] How long have you resided at Porbes ? Since 1S62. I have resided here for twenty- 
two years absolutely.
4480. Do you think it is necessary to bring a railway to Porbes at all ? I think it has as good a claim to 
a railway as any town not having railway communication.
4481. Do you not think that if a railway were brought here by any of the routes to which reference has 
been made, it would he an advantage ? I do not think it would; I do not think the Molong line would he 
of any advantage to Porbes.
4482. Is not Porbes the terminal point ? Yes, pro tem.
4483. You know that the proposal is to construct a line from Molong to Parkes and Porbes,Plagstone
Creek? Yes. _ •
4484. As a resident of Porbes,knowing the district so intimately as you appear to do,you still say that a 
railway by that route would be of no advantage at all to Porbes? I must give an answer with a 
qualification. .
4485. I will take your answer—yes or no ? May I he allowed to give a qualification ?
4486. I have not the slightest objection, but we do not want a speech ? I am not making a speech; hut I 
thmk that a much better line in the interests of the colony generally, as well as of this district, would he 
that from Borenere, via Cudal, to Porbes.
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of^>' % Do you consider that if the line is made as proposed, it will be of any advantage to the town
• ' - a er- and district of Dorbes ? I do not think it will be of much advantage. I think it will be a waste of

• ■ money.
4 Mar., 1890. 44g8. As far as you can see, you think it is not desirable to construct this line; and you think that 

Forbes had better be without a railway, than have one by that route ? That is just what I do think.
4489. Have you any knowledge of the stock-traffic that comes into Forbes? I have a general knowledge 
of it, but I have not looked it up.
4490. Are you aware a large quantity of wool and other produce come to Forbes ? Decidedly.

•4491. If a railway were brought to Forbes by any route, do you think that produce would be sent by it,
or that it would be sent by bullock or horse team to Borenore or Cowra? I think a great proportion 
would.
4492. A large number of persons would not use the railway? I do not think they would.
4493. "W'ould it not give them increased facilities in the shape of greater speed and cheaper rates ? But
they do not give us cheaper rates ; wo find that the railway has given us dearer rates. When the 
railway was at Bathurst and Bydal, we used to. get loading up cheaper than we do now, as a matter 
of fact. ■
4494. What would be the cost of sending a bushel of wheat to the railway ? I cannot say ; I am not m
that line of business. I have not looked the matter up. ■
4495. You do not know the rates of carriage per ton in the district? I could not give you the absolute 
rates just now.
4496. Have you never had any goods conveyed from the railway station to Forbes ? No ; but I know what 
others have paid.
4497. What have they paid ? They have paid as much, from the nearest railway station, as £8 a ton ;— 
that was from Bathurst some years ago.
4498. Have you never received any goods yourself ? I am not in the habit of receiving goods.
4499. Supposing it has been sworn, that tho carriage of wheat from Forbes to the nearest railway station, 
would cost Gd. per bushel, would it be of any advantage to settlers in this district who grow grain, to get 
their produce taken right through to Sydney by the railway at 4|d. per bushel ? That is a self- 
evident fact.
-4500. And yet you say that the railway would be of no advantage to the district ? I do not think it 
could be of much advantage via Molong.
4501. Are not the agriculturists an important class, worth consideration ? They are, to a certain extent; 
.but if they could get their grain carried by a more direct line at a cheaper rate, it would be to their 
interests to use that means of carriage.
4502. You think, after all, that some considerable advantage would be gained by agriculturists upon a 
railway coming to Forbes from any point the Government might determine ? There might be some 
advantage from whatever point the railway came. What I say is that the line you suggest would not bo 
of the greatest advantage to the district.
4503. You would sooner be without a railway than that it should come via Parkes, is that what I under
stand you to say ? You understand me to say that.
4504. Mr. Lee.'] Have you given any attention to the suggested lino from Cowra to Forbes ? Yes.
4505. How would a lino of that character open up tho district? Very well.
4506. You know that there have been many lines surveyed into the valley of the Lachlan, from different 
points ? Yes.
4507. And that this question of the proposed railway extension has been hanging over for many years?
It has. ’
4508. The country has been tolerably well explored by surveys? It ought to have been.
4509. Could you suggest any line which would better servo tho district than either of tho three which 
have been mentioned this afternoon ? My opinion is, that the Borenore route is the best line to open up 
the district. I can give you my reasons for it, if you like. I believe that a cross line from Young, via 
Forbes, to some point on the North-western line, is inevitable in the future;—that was the line I 
advocated myself in 1880, when I was a candidate for election to the Legislative Assembly, and when I 
was defeated.

Mr. John Woodliffo Girdham, gunsmith, sworn and examined :—
Mr. J. W. 4510. Mr. Lee.] What is your occupation ? I am a gunsmith.
Girdham. 4511. Where do you reside ? At Forbes.
' ' 4512. How long have you been here ? Since the latter end of 1861.

4 Mar., 1890. 4513. On what point do you desire to give evidence ? I collected the census in 1871 and in 1881, and I 
know the whole of the district. I have travelled through it all. I was given to understand that I would 

.be required to give evidence as regards the flooded state of the country.
4514. We should be glad if you would give us any information, first of all, with reference to tho Condobolin 
side ? The road which would be taken by a railway from Borenore to Forbes, runs pretty free from any 
flooded country. In flood-time I have had occasion to go that way. I was to the southward of the pro
posed line from Borenore to Forbes, on to Condobolin. The two lines run parallel beyond Lackey’s wool- 
shed and junction within 20 miles of Condobolin. The line from Parkes on to Condobolin runs right 
through Warregal, Nelungaloon, and through the heart of the Honorable John Lackey’s property ;—that 
line is free from flood. So also is the line from Cudal to Toogong, Murga, Eugowra, and on fo Forbes and 
Condobolin. In 1870 I had occasion to take tho mails out, on account of the rotten state of the country. 
The mail could not come along—it was not on account of the floods, but the country was so rotten that 
.the coach could not travel upon it. In taking the mails out, I went to the southward of tho proposed 
railway lino. I drove out Mr. Geyser, the Last gentleman who surveyed the line from camp to camp, till 
he got as far as Murga. I had occasion to go right along tho line, and I could sec, from the waxy- it was 
surveyed, that it was in one place about 3 miles away from any flooded country. The country through 
which the line passes is unsurpassable, either for agricultural or grazing purposes.
5415. Now as to the line to Cowra ? I have also been along that route, it is a grand piece of country 
between Forbes and Eugowra, and on to Woodstock. I think Woodstock will be the nearest and best 
point at which to tap the cross line ;—there is country there which cannot be surpassed. One of the

Commissioners,
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Commissioners, Mr. Pelion, has expressed the opinion that it was a grand national line, and that he never 
saw better country. It has been, said that these gentlemen,—I am referring to the Railway Commissioners 
•—go through the country with their eyes shut. That is a falsehood. I drove Mr. Fehon from Torbes to 
Wellington, and there was not an inch of that country that that gentleman did not take particular notice 
of. He observed both the quality of the soil and its carrying capacity. The gentleman who swore, at 
Molong, that the Commissioners saw nothing of the country, is a sanguinary pervorter of the truth. I 
know the whole of this district, and I do not think that for agricultural or grazing purposes it can be 
beaten anywhere in the colony.
4516. You have seen the Lachlan in flood ? I have. .
4517. Have you seen the dray road between this and Condoholin flooded ? Never. If it were, God help 
Torbes.
4518. Have you ever known the traffic to he stopped at any time ? No, except on the river road.
4519. On which side of the river ? On the north side. I was engaged for some time repairing the
telegraph line, and the flood waters never stopped me ;—I had 60 miles of the line to look after between 
Torbes and Condoholin, and I have often worked in flood time. There are some places, or rather, were
some places, between here and Condoholin, at Bumbu-ggin, where at one time we could not pass, hut they
have built a bridge, and now you can pass in time of flood. Between here and the Southern Cross the 
Government have made the road 3 feet 6 inches high, and water which used to come here in 1870 and 
1874, instead of coming round Torbes, now goes to the south side of the river.
4520. Mr. Dowel.'] You know the country well between here and Woodstock ? I do.
4521. What is its character between Woodstock and Eugowra? Very good.
4522. You know the country between Eugowra and Parkes ? Yes.
4523. Also between Eugowra and Torbes ? Yes.
4524. "What is the character of the whole of that country ? Trom Eugowra to Parkes, on the south
western side of the Eurow Mountain it is very good. I do not think the country between Eugowra and 
Torbes could be surpassed—it would grow anything.
4525. Do you know the distance from Woodstock to Eugowra? No ; but I noticed that the country was 
particularly good.

William Brooke, Esq., journalist, sworn and examined :— '
4525. Mr. Dowel.] You reside at Torbes? I do.
4527. How long have you resided here ? Twenty-eight years.
4528. You have seen Torbes grow to its present dimensions ? Trom the start up to the present time.
4529. What is your occupation ? I am a journalist.
4530. Have you followed that occupation for a long time ? Tor nearly twenty years. '
4531. Previous to that what were you doing ? I was living on the river, farming. .
4532. What is the nature of the information you desire to give to the Committee ? I do not wish to
give any particular information. I see from the paper to which my name is attached, that general informa
tion is required. I cannot have lived here so long without knowing a great deal of the general character of 
the country. I know it all thoroughly for many miles round. I have been interested in the railway 
question for many years. I have taken an active part in the agitation. ■
4533. You have heard most of the evidence which has'been given to the Committee ? Most of it.
4534. Do you endorse the statements which have been made, as to this being a good agricultural, and 
pastoral district ? Ido. I have travelled over a good deal of this country, and over a good portion-of 
Victoria. I do not know a district in any of these colonies which is so well adapted as this one to pastoral 
and agricultural purposes.
4535. You think it desirable that a railway should be constructed to Torbes ? Decidedly.
4536. Without discussing the relative merits of the rival routes, I would ask you whether from your large
knowledge of the district, you think that aline to Torbes from any one of the points named should be 
constructed? I think it is desirable that a railway should be constructed from one of the points named.- 
I look upon the railway as simply a better kind of road, and anything which tends to make communication' 
between the provinces and the metropolis readier and more speedy, cannot be otherwise than an advan
tage to a district. . -
4537. Do you believe that the construction of this railway would develop the resources of the district, and
add to the prosperity of the people ? I do. . . .
4538. I ask you the same question with regard to the proposed line from Molong to Parkes and Torbes, 
via Tlagstone Creek ;—do you think that would be of any advantage to Torbes ? In this way ;—that we 
should have speedier communication than we have at present, but by a more circuitous route.
4539. You are aware that this route would involve 11 miles less of railway construction than any other, of 
the suggested routes ? I was not aware of that.
4540. Do you know the line from Molong to Parkes ? I have not travelled the whole line, but I have
travelled it from Parkes to Manildra. .
4541. You know the country from Parkes to Torbes ? Thoroughly. -
4542. You know that a large portion of that country is a gold-field reserve, and that no settlement exists ? 
I am aware of that.
4543. And that, therefore, the traffic which would be brought from Torbes, would be from the outlying 
districts ? Yes ; some portion of the traffic, but not much, from the south side of the river.
4544; Do you think that the construction of this line will materially benefit the outside population of the 
district ? As I said just now, I think a line coming from any,point to Torbes, could hardly help being a 
benefit to Torbes ; still I do not think the line you mention is the most beneficial line for the district.
4545. Do you think that if this line is constructed any considerable revenue would he brought to the 
railway in the shape of traffic in produce and stock ? Of course some revenue would be brought to it, 
but I could not say how much.
4546. The revenue -would come from almost any point to this railway ? As I said just now, I do not think
much revenue would be derived from the south side of the river. '
4547. Would the Condoboiin people use Tories as a depot? I do not think they would.
454S. When the witnesses from Condoholin stated that they would make Torbes a depot, although they 
favoured the Cowra line, do you think they represented the views of the Condoholin people ? I know, as 
a matter of fact, that the Condoholin people favour the Cowra line. 4549.

Mr. J. W.
Girdham.

4M^1890.

W. Brooke, 
Esq.
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W. Brooke, 4549. Witnesses from Condoboiin have told us that if the railway were brought to Forbes they would 
make Forbes their depot? Possibly they would ; I really do not know.

4 Mar 1890 J011 think it is likely ? I do not know. ’
ar'’ ' 4551. Do you think that they would prefer to go to Cowra? 1 am not in a position to say.

4552. What source of revenue could be depended upon for a railway to Forbes ? Well, there would be 
the passenger traffic and a good deal of ordinary merchandise. There are large quantities of goods coming 
into Forbes from various railway-stations. From Borenore and from Cowra, nearly every day, heavily- 
laden teams come in. That traffic, I presume, would come to the railway. There are also quantities of 
goods coming from Cowra, Cudal, and Cargo, in the way of wheat and other produce. Then the corn 
grown at Eugowra would be a source of revenue to the railway. I noticed that Mr. Prow in his evidence 
yesterday, gave some statistics as to goods which came to him from the railway-station at Cowra. There 
is also a considerable quantity of goods coming to him by team, which have never travelled upon the rail
way at all. Then there is the return produce from the district—wool, grain, hides, tallow, and, I believe, 
also a large quantity of fruit. I have seen tons upon tons of magnificent apples lying in Mr. Tozer’s 
garden rotting. He could not sell them ; he had no means of carrying them away,
4553. If a line were brought from any point to Forbes, you think a large quantity of fruit would be sent 
upon it? Fruit, especially. For many descriptions it would hardly matter how circuitous the route was. 
For other descriptions of.course the quicker the despatch the better.
4554. Do you think the passenger traffic from Borenore to Forbes would be continued by coach, or that 
persons would use the railway via Molong ? I should imagine that persons would use the railway by 
whatever route it came. I know that from my own experience. I would rather ride in a railway carriage 
than travel in a coach, although it might be a few miles further round.
4555. Although the railway might come via Molong and Parkes, you would prefer to travel that way by 
rail to travelling in a coach ? Fes. Whatever view I might hold as to the desirableness of having a 
line constructed by any other route, it would not influence me in travelling any way. I should study, in 
the first instance, my own personal convenience.
4556. When witnesses tell us that if the Molong line were made they would continue to send their pro
duce by bullock-team to Cowra, do you think they mean what they say—do you think, they would actually 
do that if a railway were constructed ? A great deal depends on the kind of produce.
4557. Wool, for instance ? I have no doubt that would go by railway, but in the reception of goods from 
Sydney, the heavier class of goods—ironware, salt, and goods of that character—I believe the majority of 
those would come from Cowra still.
4558. You know that the Commissioners now work our railways on commercial principles ? Yes.
4559. Do you not think they would have an eye to the matter to which you refer ? But they do not like 
to run the railway at a loss.
4560. You know what differential rates are ? Yes.
4561. Do you think it is likely that they would allow goods in this district to be carried by bullock-teams ? 
We have seen that battle fought out at Groulburn and elsewhere.
4562. Let me ask you one more question about the Cowra line. Is there any considerable amount of 
traffic between Forbes and Victoria ? There is a good deal of goods traffic with Victoria, and a good deal 
of passenger traffic as well. Many of the settlers living on the river and in the neighbourhood of Forbes 
and Parkes have come from Victoria—they have a great deal of correspondence with that place.
4563. Is there a considerable amount of merchandise or stock traffic ? A quantity of stock traffic.
4564. Any merchandise traffic ? A good deal of machinery comes from Victoria, by way of Cowra and 
Young.

. 4565. Is there any furniture and other merchandise coming that way ? The largest proportion of mer
chandise by far comes from Sydney.
4566. You have come a great deal into contact with persons residing in various parts of the district who 
may be considered to represent public opinion ? Yes.
4567. What is the consensus of public opinion with regard to this railway question ? It seems to be 
divided.
4568. But there is no division of opinion as regards the necessity for constructing the railway to Forbes ?
No. _
4569. The only difference of opinion is as to the route ? That is all.
4570. I suppose certain persons prefer certain routes ? Yes.
4571. Have you any knowledge of the country on the Molong line ? I was never in Molong in my life. 
I know all the other routes. I have travelled repeatedly between Forbes and Borenore. One of the 
advantages of that route is that there is a permanent watercourse along it. From the time you leave 
Heifer Station Creek, 5 miles from Orange, there is a watercourse on your right-hand side nearly all the 
way to Eugowra, and I take it that the presence of water is an important element in the settlement of 
population.
4572. Is the country liable to be flooded in any way ? I have never seen it flooded, and I have been over 
it winter and summer.
4573. Does the line pass through any large estates ? There is Mr. Smith’s. I do not know the extent 
of it. I have been told that the line passes through 30 miles of private property, but I am sure it is 
nothing like that. I should take it to be from 4 to 6 miles. That is from my personal observation as 
I have gone through.
4574. Then the statement made by Dr. Eoss to the Minister in 1884, to the effect that the line from 
Borenore, via Cudal would pass through 30 miles of private land, is not correct ? I should say that 
it was decidedly incorrect—at variance with the facts.
4575. Are you aware that the line would pass for a mile through an almost bottomless swamp ? That 
statement is also incorrect.
4576. Is the statement also incorrect that much of the country is liable to floods ? Totally incorrect, I 
think.
4577. Is the statement correct that population is scanty, and that the only settlement is at Cudal ? 
There is population the whole of the way.
4578. Through the private land to which you refer ? The private land does not extend beyond a few miles.
As I said, I think there are from 4 to 6 miles. That would be Mr. Smith’s property, I believe 
Jveenan’s people have purchased Jand, but I do not know to what extent. ’ 4579,
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4579. You, yourself, are in favour of a railway beiii" constructed to lortes ? I am, certainly.
4580. And you think that Parliament would be justified in authorizing the construction of the line, and 
that a fair revenue would be derived from the traffic ? I do. It is a question of route ; that is all. I 
should like to add that in an all-important matter of this sort, as aftecting the country as well as this 
particular district, wre have to consider not only the population now existing throughout these areas, but we 
must bear in mind that the railway will be a wrork of a permanent character, intended to benefit not only 
the present population but the population in years to come. It is hard to say what will be the population 
of these districts twenty-five years hence. Population, as a rule, follows 'the watercourses, which, as wre 
know, are few and far between in Australia. In years to come, as I believe, the population will be very 
much larger on the rivers and the watercourses than elsewffiere, and on the principle that the railways are 
intended to confer the greatest good on the greatest number, I think they should follow, as nearly as 
possible, the watercourses. Something has been said as to the competition between railway carriage 
and team carriage. I believe there is a man in the town now who has carried goods from Sydney to 
Porbes at £5 a ton all the way. I know the country between Porbes and Cowra. As soon, as Mr. 
Suttor made the proposal, in Parliament, that a line to Porbes should be constructed from Woodstock, I 
at once went over to Cowra, and drove on to Woodstock. I travelled over the country from that point to 
Canowindra. It is all splendid agricultural land—that is, the lower spurs of the Canoblas Eange, just 
before they fall into the flat lands on the river. Of course, a line coming from Woodstock would have the 
benefit of the Lachlan Biver, the Belabula Biver, and the Eugowra Creek. Prom Canowindra to Eugowra, 
there are 18 or 20 miles of splendid land. We cannot shut our eyes to the fact that it is in contemplation 
to construct a line from Young Grenfell to Porbes, Parkes, and Dubbo, because the statement has 
been made in Parliament; and, in view of that intention, I think the better line for first purposes, to 
connect Porbes with the existing system, would be from Borenore.

W. Brooke,
Esq.

4 Mar., 1890.

- Mr. Thomas Tozer, gardener, sworn and examined: —
4581. Chairman.'] What are you? I am a gardener. T. Tozer.
4582. Where do you reside ? At Porbes. '
4583. What is the area of your garden ? 18| acres. 4 Mar., 1890.
4584. Is it wholly under fruit-trees ? There are 12 acres under fruit-trees.
4585. Do vou grow' anything else besides fruit ? Yegetables, and a little hay for my own use.
4586. Do you irrigate your ground ? Yes. _
4587. What means of irrigation have you ? A portable engine and a centrifugal pump. . _
4588. Do you find that fruit grows well in this district ? Yes. I have been growing it for the last 
twenty-five years.
4589. Have you grown it in any other district ? In Sydney. _ .
4590. Is there a great difference between the adaptability of this soil and the Sydney soil, for the growth
of fruit ? A great difference. . ’
4591. Which is the better of the two ? These alluvial flats are better than any soil about Sydney that I
know of. . .
4592. But you could not grow fruit without irrigation ? Yes. I have done all the w'ay along, until this
last five years, without it, and I have growm as big fruit as I grow now. _
4593. What fruits do you grow ? Apples, pears, peaches, plums, apricots, nectarines—some of my oranges, 
went to Sydney last season, and some of the Parramatta judges stated that they had not seen anything 
like them.
4594. Are the peaches you exhibit a fair sample of your peaches ? Yes.
4595. Did you ever see finer peaches any where else ? No.
4596. Have you any idea as to what the larger of them weigh ? They go about three-quarters of a 
pound each ; they would be considerably more than half a pound.
4597. And what would the larger apples weigh ? 1| lb. _ ^ ■
4598. What do you do with your fruit? I sell all I can about Porbes, Parkes, and Condoholin ; the rest
I take to Nymagee and Cobar. ' _
4599. Do you think that if there were a means of getting it quicker to Sydney you would have a big
market for all you could grow ? Yes. _ "
4600. Do you think there would be room here for an industry of this kind, if there were better means of
transit to Sydney ? Yes, plenty of room. _ < .
4601. I mean for other persons to start at it also ? Yes, as long as we had the means of taking it away.
I have taken fruit to Orange—not lately. '
4602. Have you grown grapes ? I have.
4603. Have you made wines ? No ; I sell them all for the table.
4604. How many acres have you under vine ? About 2|.
4605. Have you trenched your ground for fruit-growing ? It does not require it. _
4606. Not even for grapes ? No. I used two ploughs about 14 or 15 inches deep. If you trenched this
ground for fruit-trees you would get no fruit at all—the trees would all go to wood. '
4607. Do you know if the trees live long in the district ? I have peach-trees about seventeen years old.
They do not generally live so long in Sydney.
4608. Are the peaches you exhibit from young trees ? They are from trees about seven years old, but I 
had peaches as big as that this year off old trees.
4609. Do you think you would be able to send some to Sydney if there were a railway ? I could often
catch the Sydney market, and get a good price. It would be far better than travelling 250 miles with 
a van. - .
4610. Could you give us any idea of the weight of the season’s fruit from your orchard and vineyard ?
No, I could not. .
4611. About how many tons would there be ? I could not form an idea. In some seasons I have had'
tons lying on the ground. '
4612. Do you grow a large quantity of vegetables ? Not a great quantity, until lately. We could send 
tons of vegetables to thp Sydney market. We have country here for the growth of vegetables which 
coujd not be beaten ip Sydney.

Hobert
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Robert Matteson Vaughn, Esq., sworn, and examined
4613. Mr. Zee.] You reside at Grenfell ? Yes ; I have resided there for twenty-three years.
4614. And you formerly represented the district in the Legislative Assembly ? Yes.

,_______s 4615. Will you please give such evidence as you desire to place before the Committee in your own way ?
4 Mar., 1890. have.not much to say, and I will be as brief as possible. The chief evidence I wish to give is as to the 

cross-line from Young, through Grenfell, Forbes, Parkes, and on to Dubbo and Werris Creek. The 
country about Grenfell is particularly adapted to wheat-growing. It is also good grazing country, being 
open box forest. The line has been surveyed, and the route is described by the surveyors as being one or 
the easiest and cheapest in construction of any upon which they have been engaged. I am, personally, an 
expert in the construction of railways and other public works, being a civil engineer and contractor. I 
can say of my own knowledge, that a line should be constructed from Young to Forbes and Parkes, for 
£3,500 per mile. The town of Grenfell itself is an important town, having 4 banks, 9 stores, 8 hotels, 4 
blacksmiths, 3 wheelwrights, 3 saw-mills in the town itself, and 2 outside, 2 flour-mills, 1 brewery, 1 cordial 
factory, a superior Public School, a Roman Catholic school, and one quartz-crushing machine. The 
distance from the junction with the cross-line to Forbes would be 74 miles. I will give you some 
statistics as to the tonnage of goods which has been paid upon by the town—that is, the amount which 
has been paid for goods during the past twelve months. The haulage is estimated at from 10,000 to
12,000 tons, both from Young and Cowra—that is, annually. The traffic is divided—some of the goods 
come by way of Young and more by way of Cowra. One firm alone have paid £2,000 freight during the 
past twelve months. With regard to the rival routes, I can speak from my own personal knowledge. I 
have been over the lines from Borenore and Cowra, and from Young to this point. I do not know the route 
from Molong to Parkes ; but I know the route from Borenore to Forbes very well. I consider that that 

. would be the best line with which to connect the present railway system with Forbes. That is unless the
cross-line were made, and that would accommodate everybody, I think.
4616. What would be the particular advantage which would be derived from the construction of a cross
country line taking those towns which are not already served P In the first place, it would be a great 
stock route in case of drought. The people could remove their stock by the shortest and best route up to

. ' the mountains about Kiandra, or to New England the other way. It would be a. much better and cheaper
route than the other one. There would also be a good route for the supply of Melbourne, and fat stock— 
that must, at no distant date, be a great source of traffic in this country. Melbourne, at the present time, 
cannot supply herself with meat, and at no distant date we must supply her, the Victorian country being 
already occupied. I think the traffic in stock will be immense. I think that point is worthy the greatest 
consideration. A line which would go through a mild climate and through level country is, of course, 
best suited to that particular kind of traffic. The animals would not be knocked about to the extent that 
they would if they had to go over the rough country about Blayney.
4617. Would the route you name open up a large wheat-growing country? The statistics show that 
Grenfell has this year the highest average per acre of any part of the Australian colonies, being nearly 
20 bushels. To be exact, it is l&AV-
4618. Are those figures taken from official sources ? From Coghlan.
4619. To which market does this large quantity of wheat find its way ? It would find its way to the 
Sydney market, with railway communication. I had an order from Sydney recently to buy 100,000 bags 
at Grenfell, if I could purchase it at a certain price.
4620. You know the present Railway Commissioners have made special rates for the carriage of grain ?
Yes. "
4621. Would the special rates admit of the district you name sending its wheat to Sydney ? Not with 
any hope of profit. I could purchase it at 2s. 6d. a bushel; but when I came to figure out the charges I 
found I could not execute the order.
4622. I suppose the wheat was in the district ? I believe it could have been bought in that, and the 
Young district.
4623. The railway rates, even at the reduced rate, would not allow a profit p No.
4624. Presuming that the present rates are cut down to the lowest possible point compatible with a slight 
return to the Department, what prospect is there in the future of your getting your wheat to market? 
If a railway were constructed at £3,500 per mile I think we might allow for the rates being even still 
further reduced. We should not go over the mountains ; we should go over the Southern line.
4625. Young would be the point of connection in this projected line ? Yes.
4626. What distance would Young be from Sydney ? 250 miles.
4627. That would be equal to 4|d. per bushel ? Yes.
4628. And could wheat be carried at a profit for that figure ? Not at present.
4629. Have you thought of any rate whicli the farmers could pay, which would enable them to send wheat 
to the Sydney market at a profit ? No ; I have not.
4630. What is the net value per bushel they could receive on the spot to pay them ? I think there would 
be.a.profit at 2s. 6d. per bushel, if we had railway communication, and the charges were reduced. Three 
shillings would pay.
4631. Is there any other information you desire to give to the Committee? I should like to say a few 
words as to the proposed line to Cowra. I am only speaking now as an engineer. I understand that 
from Cowra to Blayney there is a rise of more than 2,000 feet. At all events, there are grades on that 
line of 1 in 40, that is the highest grade allowed in railway construction in the colony. There are 5 miles 
at one part of the line with a grade of 1 in 40.
4632. Continuously ? Very nearly so. There is a grade of 1 in 40 on several points of the line, con
sequently that would be the ruling grade, and no more than could be hauled upon those steep grades 
could be carried on any part of the line. That is an insuperable objection to sending all the traffic from 
Forbes through Cowra, to say nothing of the fact that if you build upon the Lachlan River, the line will 
only serve one side. The traffic must all come from one side, unless bridges were built at short intervals 
and at great expense along the 50 miles of river. There is some flooded country between Forbes and 
Cowra, and that would be another objection to the line. These places arp near Eugowra Creek, and also 
the Belabula River. J ‘

R. M. ’ 
Vaughn, 

Esq.

George
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George Henry Greene, Esq., M.P., sworn and examined:—
4633. Mr. Dowel.You are the representative of the Grenfell electorate in the Legislative Assembly ?
Yes. ■ . “ Es<l-. M.P.
4634. Have you resided in that district for any length of time ? About twelve years.
4635. You know the district pretty well ? I know the greater part of it pretty well.
4636. Can you say what is the population of Grenfell ? The population about eighteen months ago was 
7,456. but I have been disappointed in more recent returns I expected to get. The return I give is for 
the Grenfell electorate. I do not know the exact population of the town.
4637. Does not the boundary of the Grenfell electorate come close to the Lachlan, near Eorbes ? Yes ; 
to the south side of the Lachlan.
4638. Within what distance of the township of Forbes ? I suppose it would be 1| miles from here to 
the river.
4639. What is the nature of the evidence you desire to give to the Committee? I propose to show that 
a line connecting Forbes, via Grenfell, with the Southern line, will open up an enormous amount of 
traffic between the southern portion of New South Wales and Victoria, and thatit would afford facilities for 
the farmers of the Grenfell district to send their wheat and other produce not only to Sydney and to Mel
bourne, but and this, in my opinion, is of still greater value—north and west. I consider, and I think 
I have strong grounds for saying it, that in point of production there is no district in the whole of New 
South Wales which stands higher than Grenfell in proportion to its population. I have here some 
statistics which Mr. Coghlan kindly compiled for me, showing the progressive nature of the increase in 
all kinds of production in the Grenfell, electorate since 1884. I have also a table prepared by Mr. 
Coghlan, showing the rainfall, and I am prepared to give the average in the production of wheat per acre 
for a number of years. I claim that by this evidence I shall establish the fact, that, whatever advantages 
we may be at present blessed with, are not merely chance advantages or advantages gained by spasmodic 
efforts, but that there has been a steady, gradual increase in population and wealth of every description. 
I am also prepared to say that there is land awaiting the plough at this moment, not in hundreds of acres 
but by hundreds of thousands of acres—that land is quite as good as any land now under cultivation.
4640. Are there any Crown Lands ? Yes ; but there are large quantities of this land held by men who 
farm and hold their own land, and who are looking forward to developing the soil, and to attaining an 
independence by working it. As a matter of fact, no one can travel through the district without being 
struck by the number of independent men who have made a living by agriculture—men who are now 
wealthy. It "would be invidious to name them, but I could name them by the score. These are men who have 
cultivated the soil themselves to a large extent, they will bear me out in saying that if a means of con
veyance of wheat were offered, there would be simply no limit to the amount of cultivation which could 
be successfully carried out. 1 am not a large farmer myself, but I have spoken to these men, and I take 
a great interest in this work. I am informed that if they can only net half a crown a bushel on the ground 
for their wheat, they would be prepared to farm not 100 or 200 acres, but that they would substitute 1,000 
acres where they have now 100 acres. My own experience and knowledge lead me to believe that these 
statement are absolutely and perfectly true. To show the progressive nature of the advance that has been 
been made, I may state, that in 1884 there were only 4,678 acres under wheat; in the year just ended, 
there were, according to Coghlan, 7,913 acres under wheat.
4641. Before you proceed with your statistics, I will ask you whether you are aware that the railway line 
which has been referred to the Committee, is from Molong to Parkes and Forbes, via Flagstone Creek ? Yes.
4642. In opposition to that line, you are suggesting another route? Not in opposition to that line, 
necessarily.
4643. In connection with it ? Yes.
4644. What route do you propose? I do not feel that I am capable of giving evidence as to the lines north
of the Lachlan, but it occurred to me that, knowing with what object or intention the line could be carried 
on beyond Forbes, and knowing also the position of affairs to the south of Forbes, I might give 
information which would enable the Committee to make up their minds more easily as to the future 
course of the railway. .
4645. Do you desire Grenfell to he connected by railway with Forbes? Yes.
4646. With what point of the existing system? I think the line should go from Young to Grenfell and 
Forbes. From Forbes I have advocated the line on to Dubbo, but under existing conditions I do not feel 
justified in offering an opinion on the line north of the Lachlan.
4647. Your line would stop at Forbes ? Yes.
464B. You think that that line would induce the farmers of your district to increase the cultivation of 
their areas ? I am satisfied of it. '
4649. That is if they had a market to Forbes and Young ? I have no hesitation in saving that the increase
in production would be beyond calculation. "
4650. You have given us the area under wheat this year;—what is the yield? In 1884, the average was 
15T bushels; in 1885, 13"4; in 1885-6, 7"9 ; in 1886-7, 20"5 ; in 1887-8, 11'3 ; in 1889, 4T8 ; in 1889
90, 19'96. It is equivalent, practically, to 20 bushels. I am assured by those who collected the statistics 
from the farmers that the amount is habitually under-rated. It seems that many persons have an idea 
that they will be taxed on their produce ; it is an unreasoning idea, but they often dislike to disclose the 
full extent of their crops. .Last year we had under crop altogether 8,440 acres. This year I have not the 
number, but if it rises in proportion to the area under wheat it will he considerably larger. With regard 
to the 8,4±0 acres, I may state that from my own knowledge, many farmers only return the amount of 
crop they actually reap. In many cases in 18S8-9, they abandoned their crops practically, and turned 
their stock into them, and treated them as if the land had not been cultivated at all. As regards the 
rainfall, I should fancy that the average would be over 22 inches—that is for Grenfell. The returns from 
Marsden, Lake Cowal, Goolagong, and the Pinnacle, are almost equally satisfactory. As regards the stock 
which are carried in this district, in 1884 wo had only 906,209 sheep—the number has progressively 
increased until in 1888 I have not the returns for this last year, but they are much larger than those for 
1888, the number was 1,595,936; that is the number of sheep upon which the assessment was .paid. 
Then as regards the public schools, I have only seven out of thirteen schools in my list. In these the 
enrolment amounts to 601. I have also the post office returns of the different towns. There is one other 
point to which I would draw your attention—the gross amount of wheat this year was 157,984 bushels.

As



'782
428 PAKLIASIENTAEY STAXDiyG COYIAUTTEE OX rfBUC WOEKS.

G. H. Greene, 
Esq., M,P.

4 Mar., 1890.

As regards settlement, there were selected last year 69,401 acres. There are held altogether in the district' 
under conditional purchase 320,000 acres ; and under conditional lease, with a preferent right of purchase,
200,000 acres. The land revenue for last year was £22,000, and the returns taken for years past show a 
steady and continuous increase, averaging for the past two years, 1SS8 and 1889, 25 per cent. 1 will 
hand in the details for publication as an appendix to my evidence. I may mention that these returns have 
been compiled by G-overnment officials. Another advantage which we claim, rightly or wrongly, for the 
line we suggest is, that although the distance from Forbes to Sydney, via Grenfell and Young, would be 
greater than that by any of the other lines proposed—probably this is a matter for experts to determine— 
the cost tothecountry per ton for conveyance to Sydney might not be greater, as the grade would be much 
less. The point I am about now to mention, I touch upon with some diffidence, not being an expert. 
I am given to believe that the opinion of those who have studied the matter—the opinion of men who have 
gone carefully over the line from Young to G-renfell and Forbes, is that it can be made one of the 
cheapest and most productive lines in New South Wales. As a matter of fact, the greater part of the 
timber used for sleepers and for the construction of bridges on the Young and Blayney line, was taken 
from the neighbourhood of Grenfell. We have an enormous quantity of splendid ballast and magnificent 
ironbark, stringy bark, and white box. With regard to the grades on the Young and Blayney line, I 
travelled by that line for weeks, twice almost every day, on my way down to Sydney. On several 
occasions I have stood on the platform at Monteagle waiting for the train to get up the 1 in 40 grade. 
There are several of those grades on the line. On one occasion, coming from Young to Monteagle, 
without any weight except empty trucks, the engine-driver was able to get off the engine and walk 
alongside it. On another occasion I waited 25 minutes at Monteagle, hearing the engine puffing and 
blowing, and trying to get up the grade on the other side. The driver was only able to do so by going 
back some distance—getting up a full head of steam, getting the incline behind, and charging the hill.
4651. Then you are decidedly opposed to any railway to be constructed having a grade of 1 in 40 ? Most
distinctly. _
4652. Do you know whether the line, as surveyed from Cowra to Forbes, has grades of 1 in 40 ? I do 
not know.
4653. However, you would consider that an objection to the line? Most undoubtedly.
4654. You are not proposing any rival route whatever to the route via Molong? No.
4655. Are you acquainted with that route ? I cannot say that I know it, except from the appearance of 
the plans.
4656. You would not like to offer an opinion upon it ? No.
4657. The Grenfell and Young line would not interfere with the line before the Committee ? No.
4658. Do you know whether the G-renfell line would pass through any large estates ? I believe it would. 
I do not know for how many miles, but another gentleman will be able to give you that information. I 
think I could state that one estate through which it would pass will probably be cut up for sale, and as 
far as any land of my own in the neighbourhood is concerned, I am offering it, at this moment, to prevent 
the evil which undoubtedly is brought about by the holding of large estates in close proximity to a railway.
4659. Would the route you suggest pass through any land of your own? No, none.
4660. From your knowledge of the country between Young and Grenfell, do you think that a railwajr 
constructed through it, would be likely to pay interest on the capital, expenditure, and working expenses ? 
I think so. I have no hesitation in saying that it would pay infinitely better than many lines which are 
now being worked.
Ernest Henry Kinleside Crawford, Esq., manager for the New Zealand Loan and Mercantile Agency Co.,

sw'orn and examined:—
E. H. K. 4661. Mr. Zee.] Where do you reside ? At the Pinnacle.
Crawford, 4002. What is your occupation ? I am manager for the New Zealand Loan and Mercantile Agency Co., 

on the Pinnacle station.
4 Mar. 1890. 4663. What evidence do you desire to give to the Committee ? Believing, as I do, that the line upon 

’ which the Committee are now taking evidence, would go to Forbes, I desire to say that, in my opinion, 
Jdiat line would be incomplete if it were not taken further. I think if the line were extended in the way 
I would suggest, it would be of great advantage to the colony at large.
4664. Will you give your reasons ? My chief reason is that if this line comes from the north-western 
line to Parkes and Forbes, and then on to Grenfell and Young, it would open up a route from the north
western line to the Great Southern line. The line would, in my opinion, be easily constructed, and would 
allow stock-owners out to the west and north-west—at Bourke for instance—to send their stock in times 
of drought to Tumut and Gundagai; and also to send their fat stock direct, either to Melbourne or to 
Sydney, which would also be a great advantage. I can give you statistics as to the number of sheep and 
cattle passing through Grenfell since 1887. In 1887, there were 267,275 sheep, and 4,532 head of cattle ; 
in 1888, there were 198,789 sheep, and 8,058 head of cattle ; in 1889, there were 206,218 sheep, and twenty- 
three head of cattle. There would be far more sheep travelling that way if the owners were able to send them 
by train to the mountains ; they are in many instances unable to travel from Bourke in drought time, owing 
to the bad state of the roads. The line 1 advocate would pass through country which is well adapted to 
the production, not only of fat stock, but of wheat, and all sorts of crops ;—in fact nearly any crop the 
farmers choose to put in. The farmers are now debarred from growing to the extent to which they would 
grow, because they have not railway communication. It becomes too expensive for them to cart their 
produce to the nearest railway station. If the railway passed through the towns named, I am sure that 
many of the holdings through which it passed wmuld be subdivided into small farms, and that instead 
of our seeing the country one vast sheep-walk, it would, in a few years, be thickly populated ; there 
would be flourishing little farms all along the route. A considerable portion of the route is reserved for 
railway purposes—consequently there would not be so much private land to be purchased.

Mr. 'William Willis Priddle, farmer and grazier, sworn and examined :—
Mr. W. W. 4665. Chairman.'] What is your cccupation ? I am a farmer and grazier.

Priddle. 4666. Where ? 28 miles from Forbes and 13 miles from Grenfell, at Little Bald Hills.
/—4667. Will you, as concisely as possible, give the Committee the information you wish to lay before them ? 

4 Mar., 1890. What I chiefly desired to say was that it is not of much use to grow a crop, because we cannot get it
. away.
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away. I suppose I was about the first on the Grenfell side of the plains to grow anything Worth while.. Mr. W. W, 
h'rom my place towards Grenfell, and round the town, say within 12 miles of it, there are twenty men who, Griddle. 
if they had railway communication, would be prepared to grow crops of from 500 to 1000 acres. 4 Mar 1890
4068. You mean a railway through G-renfeli and Porbes P fes ; it would benefit me if it came to Porbes ar’’ 1 
and stopped here ; but a line going to the Southern railway would benefit me and others still more. I have 
2-10 acres under crop this year ; I had a very good crop ; I took 1,000 bags of wheat off it, and 50 bags of 
maize. '
46G9. About 20 bushels to the acre ? Yes. A storm wasted another ten I suppose, and I cut about 
30 acres for hay.
4670. You say that if you had a railway to Forbes, it would be a benefit to you? Undoubtedly. -I 
could get about 3s. 2d. for my wheat in Porbes if ■we had a railway. I get 3s. now, but I cannot possibly 
draw it, on account of the state of the roads. Two teams have been ten days on the road. They started 
with eighty bags and brought back forty of them. I said “ It is of no use to tackle the plain any more;— 
it would take ten horses to draw an empty waggon.”
4671. Is the plain liable to be flooded at any time ? Water runs on it, but not to any depth;—there is a way
of escaping the plain, if a railway were about to be constructed. I ought to tell you that there are timber -
and railway reserves all the way through to Grenfell from here. For my part I would give my land gratis 
to the Government if they would construct a railway—it would go through my property three miles, not 
the way it is surveyed, but by a better route. I should be most happy to point out the better route.

Mr. William Walter Bell, farmer and grazier, sworn and examined:—■
4672. Mr. Doioel.\ Where do you reside ? In the district of Grenfell, 7 miles from Grenfell.
4673. What is your occupation ? I am a farmer and grazier. I shall have been at the same place 
nineteen years next December.
4674. Have you a general knowledge of the country about here ? Yes.
4675. Is it fairly settled upon? All of it;—that is round Grenfell, for 10 or 12 miles.
4676. Is the character of the country good ? Yes.
4677.. Good crops are produced ? Yes. I had 20 acres of oats this year—it was in the oldest paddock I had— 
it is eighteen years old. I have had 15 crops in eighteen years off it, and this year I had 930 bushels 
byAlm bag—it would be nearly 50 bushels to the acre. It has been only rested twice in seventeen years.
4678. Yet you appear to be growing as good oats as you ever grew in the same paddock? Yes. My next 
oldest paddock is. sixteen years—it has been rested only one year in that time. It has been cropped 
fifteen out of the sixteen years. This year.we had to cut a great portion of the crop for hay ; it was so 
heavy. The rest was cut for wheat—it is not threshed yet, but I daresay it will go 21 bushels to the acre.
46/9.. What other crops do you grow besides these ? I had about 200 acres in this year. I had some 
corn in, 1 suppose it will go 20 bushels to the acre, owing to two months of dry weather.
4GS0. Do you grow fruit and vegetables in your part of the country ? Some,"but not to any extent. -
4681. Do you combine sheep-farming with agricultural pursuits ? Yes.
4682. What advantage would result to you if a railway were constructed to Porbes ? We should be able 
to send our grain away to market direct. At present, my place being about 30 miles from Cowra, it costs 
me to get my grain to the train 25 or 30 per cent, more than it costs to get it from Cowra to Sydney.
4683. That prevents you from availing yourself of the metropolitan market ? Yes; I was in Sydney 
a month ago; I went to the office and obtained the information about trainage, and I found that if it were 
not for the cartage, we could send our wheat down to Sydney. The cartage takes off the profit. We should 
get about 2s. a bushel, and we cannot do it under half-a-crown. We can do with half-a-crown on the ground.
4684. You cannot find a market in Sydney at remunerative rates ? No. ' .
4685. And you believe that a railway constructed to Porbes would materially alter your position, and be
a great benefit to you? Yes. . "
4686. You think that all the farmers would send wheat by the railway ? Yes ; there are four of us within 
2 miles of one another, and we have 600 tons of hay, and 16,000 bushels of wheat, and no market for it.

Mr. Thomas Andrew Crowe, auctioneer, sworn and examined :— '
4687. Mr. Lee^] What is your occupation ? I am an auctioneer.
4688. Living where? At Porbes. ■ ^
4689. You desire, I believe, to tender some evidence as to the suggested railway from Woodstock to Porbes /---- -—n
and Parkes ? I merely wished to impress upon the Committee the necessity for taking it into consideration 4 Mar., 1890. 
on account of its peculiar advantages. It would not only benefit more places, but it would give means
of access which none of the other proposed lines will give. The line I refer to would go from Woodstock 
to Eugowra ; it would branch off at Eugowra, to Porbes and to Parkes, giving botb places a railway. If the 
line were extended north from Parkes it would give the same facilities for trucking stock from the 
Northern line to the Southern line, as would be given by the suggested cross-line. It would also place 
the people in the Parkes district within much easier access of all the southern markets than would the 
railway via Molong. There would also he a saving in the cost of construction. The line would be cheaper 
either than the Borenore or the Molong line. It would also be available for saving heavy traffic over the 
Blue Mountains. ^ I may state that I am secretary to the Pastoral and Agricultural Association here, and 
I have a few statistics. I have taken two periods of ten years, 1879 and 1889. You will see the differ
ence between the show of ten years ago and the show of last year. The show in 1879 was the sixth show 
of the Association. _ The number of exhibitors was fifty-nine but in 1889 there were 179 exhibitors. The 
number of entries in 1879 was 154, while in 1889 there were 526. The prizes offered in 1879 amounted 
to £140, and in 1889 to £430. In agricultural produce and dairy produce, flour, fruits, and vegetables, 
there were seven entries in 1879, as against forty-nine entries in 1889. "With regard to traffic on the 
railway, the manager of the Britannia Gold-mining Co. assures me that from September, 1887, to March,
1890, they paid carriage on goods to the extent of £576 17s. lOd. This is on machinery.
4690. Have you known any stacks of hay to remain in this district for many years ? Yes.
4691. Why have they remained in that state? Because the grass has been plentiful, and there has not 
been local consumption. It would not pay to take it away from the district by teams. There were no 
satisfactory means of getting it away. Of course it is bulky carriage, and unless you have a local sale it 
has to remain where it is.

31 (a)—E
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' WEDNESDAY, 5 MARGE, 1890.

[The Sectional Committee met at the Assembly Mall, Eugowra, at H'45 «.«».]

' Prmnt:—
JAMES EBENEZEE TONKIN, Esq. (Chaiemak).

The Hon. G-eoeoe Hekey Cox. | William Speisgtuoepe Dowel, Esq.
. Citaeles Aleeeb Lee, Esq. . .

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Bailway from Molong to Parkes and Eorbes.

Mr. Donald Chcsher, grazier and hotelkeeper, sworn and examined :—
^r- 4092. Chairman.'] Wliat is your occupation ? I am a grazier and hotelkeeper.

‘ Aoa er' 4093. Eesiding where P At Eugowra.
4094. How long have you lived in this district ? A little over fourteen years.
4G0o. in the same business r JNo ; i have been grazing.
4096. What is the area of your holding as a grazier ? 1,300 acres.
4097. What have you done with that land ? I have part of it—that is, between 800 and 900 acres—■
rented to.a man who runs sheep on it. I run cattle on the rest. .
4098. How many cattle have you ? About forty.
4099. How many horses ? Not over fifteen or sixteen at present.
4700. How many sheep does your tenant run ? 2,000.
4701. Then he must have some outside reserve ? No ; he has rented his land from me, and he runs that 
number of sheep on it.
4702. Does he run the whole of that number of sheep inside the land he has rented from you ? He 
rented the land from me on the 1st January, and he has had that number of sheep upon it since.
4703. It will not carry that number long, will it ? If we had such weather as wo have had lately, it 
would carry that number continually.
4704. What is the average carrying capacity of the area? Two sheep to the acre.
4705. Is it on the river or creek ? No ; there are a number of springs. The land is black flat.
4700. Is it au exceptional piece of land ? I do not know that it is ; it is improved. I have prairie grass 
and any amount of trefoil growing on it.
4707. Is there much land like it here ? Yes ; I consider that any land here which has been rung 
would carry two sheep to the acre—that is, on the average. Of course, I count the river land in, as well as 
the frontages to the creek.
4708. Have you any indusiries here beside the pastoral industry ? Farming.
4709. Have you any witnesses who are farmers r Yes; they all go in for farming pretty well. I have a 
few statistics applying within a radius of 8 miles of this place. They show the number of landholders ; 
the total area of the holdings ; the areas under crop—wheat, oats, corn, and hay ; and stock—that is, sheep, 
cattle, horses, and pigs.
4710. Will you read the totals ? The total number of landowners is seventy-nine. I had seventy-four, 
originally, in the returns, hut there are five men whose signatures I did not obtain when I was taking the 
holdings. I thought the returns would be of no use without their signatures.
4711. What is the total area of the holdings P 122,1871 acres.
4712. What area is under crop ? 2,700-j acres.
4713. What wheat have you grown in the district this season ? I cannot say about the district, but within 8

. miles of this town we have grown 42,443 bushels ; we have also grown 860 bushels of oats, and 10,800
bushels of corn. '
4714. Has that corn been husked ? No ; it is the estimated yield.
4715. Have the wheat and oats'been threshed? Yes. I will tell you the way in which 1 took the average 
of wheat: A man would give me so many acres. Most of them stripped, only a very few threshed. The 
estimate given here is according to the estimate of those who grow the wheat.
4710. How long will it be before the corn is ready for pulling ? Not until next month.

■ 4717. May there not be a failure in the corn ? Not now, because I think the flower is on.
4718. I suppose the corn total is guess-work ? They are calculated from other years, and from the out
look. The corn is now ripening. There are any amount of cobs, and I think the calculation is well within 
the mark.
4719. How much hay have you had ? 672-s- tons. •
4720. Now, as to the number of sheep ? Some of the sheep are grazing further than 8 miles out of the 
town, but the owners are all living within the district. The number of sheep is 100,252 ; the cattle number 
4,891; the horses, 876 ; and the pigs, 502.
4721. I suppose what applies to the sheep will also apply to the horses and cattle—that is, some of them 
may be grazing outside of the 8-mile radius ? The largest owner of cattle and- sheep has a wool-shed, 
which you can see, half a mile away from here. The other big .holder, Mr. Jenkins, comes to the other 
side of the creek. His holding is in the Molong district.
4722. Are any of these sheep within the Molong district—in fact, do any of the returns apply to the 
Molong district ? Yes.
4723. A portion are in the Molong district, I suppose, and a portion in the Forbes district ? Yes ; the 
creek divides the Molong district from the Forbes district.
4724. Can you tell me whether the average area under crop in your district has been increasing or 
decreasing within the last few years ? It is increasing, decidedly. Eleven of the holders I have given you 
took up their selections in November last. ■
4725. What is the size of their holdings ? One selector took np 133 acres, with a conditional lease to it, 
and the others were up to 400 acres.
4726. They are all small holders then ? Yes. There is a reserve running from here to Canowindra, half 
a mile on the northern side of the road. It was thrown open to selection, and there was a rush there. The 
consequence was that persons could not get as much as they wanted, hut had to take as much as was left 
for them, I was one among the number, and I think there were about fifteen there for the land.

4727,
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4727. "Was all tlie land that was open taken up? A small piece was not taken up, I think; there was
no water on it. . _ _
4728. Was it a special area? No; there was a travelling-stock route half a mile on each side of the
road to Canowindra, and one side was thrown open. ....
4729. Is much of the land here under reserve or lease ? It is ; in the unsettled districts it is all leased. 
There is very little land available until these leases are thrown open. An area on the Molong side of the 
creek will be thrown open in July or August—1 mean a leasehold area.
4730. Do you know that particular leasehold ? Yes.
4731. Is it fit for small settlement ? Yes. _
4732. Would it be selected, do you think? Yes ; there would be balloting for it.
4733. Do you think that the population of this district would increase if available land were here ? It 
would increase largely if the land were thrown open, but we are hemmed in so by leases and reserves.
4734. Is the land about here fit for agriculture ? Yes.
4735. Could a man with a small holding—say, up to 320 acres—get a living? They do, and a pretty good 
living too ; they keep a few cattle and horses.
4736. Where is your market for anything that may be grown here ? Most of the wheat has to be taken 
to Porbes, on account of the difliculty of carriage. It is only three weeks or a month ago since the 
Progress Committee wrote to our member, asking him if he could induce the Government to reduce the 
carriage on wheat. That was just before the new rate sheet came out. A new sheet was sent up, showing 
that the rates had been somewhat altered.
4737. You know the line of railway the Committee are investigating ;—would the construction of that 
line be of any benefit to your people ? No ; the Parkes line would injure us.
4738. Why? It would take traffic away, I fancy.
4739. Prom this road ? No doubt some would come this way, but it would take away a good deal of
traffic down the river. _
4740. You know the other suggested lines—from Borenore and Cowra ;—which of the two would be of 
the greatest benefit to your portion of the district? The Borenore and Cowra lines junction, on the 
other side of the creek ; either of the lines would suit us.
4741. It would not matter to you which of the two were adopted ? Not much.
4742. But the Parkes line would be of no use to you at all? Not the slightest.
4743. You know the reduced rates on farm produce ? No, I do not. _
4744. What would be a remunerative price for wheat grown in this district;—what could the farmers live
at ? 1 do not think the}7 could do much under 3s., as they are now.
4745. I am speaking of the price of wheat on the ground? I cannot say ; I am not farming. . .
4746. What is the cost of carriage between here and Borenore ? 2s. 9d. a cwt. I paid this morning.
4747. That is very high, is it not ? I do not know. It is seldom we have it lower.
4748. They get it from Cowra to Porbes for 2s. ? Well, I can show all the way-bills. The rate I have 
given is from Borenore here.
4749. What is the rate the other way ? I do not know what they pay on wheat from here. We have a 
saw-mill here, and there is another mill about 6 miles from here on the river. The proprietor wished me 
to say that he could dispose of about 60,000 feet a month if he could get it away. It would be pine and 
gum.
4750. How many men has he in his employ ? I have seen four or five there.
4751. Mr. Zee.] Has this portion of the district supplied Porbes with statistics for railway purposes ? I 
have not supplied any.
4752. Out of this 100,252 sheep, are any contained in the Porbes district ? You will understand that I 
am merely taking a radius of this town. We are half in the Molong and half in the Porbes district.
4753. Might not the sheep possibly be included in the returns handed in from Porbes ? Well; not all, 
because some are in the Molong district.
4754. Are none of the sheep you have given in the Porbes district? About one-half I suppose.
4755. Well, would not that half be included in the Porbes returns ? Yes.
4756. And the same of the cattle ? No ; the bulk of the cattle are on this side. I do not think they were 
included in the Porbes return. I have been secretary to the Eugowra League, and if the Porbes people 
wished to know anything they would write to me.
4757. What do you do with these 10,000 bushels of corn;—where do you find market for it ? Some is 
sent to Orange, some down the river, some is sold locallv7, and some is sent to Porbes. _ _
4758. Where is your chief market? The corn is sent various ways. I believe most of it is sent down 
the river.
4759. Consequently, if a railway were built it would not be likely to go to Orange ? 
get the freights low enough to admit of our competing with other grain growers.
4760. You had 42,000 bushels of wheat this year ;—what did you do with that ? 
and some to Cudal, and a good deal of it has been sent to Sydney.
4761. That for Sydney is carted to Borenore? Yes. '
4762. What is the dray freight ? I do not know.
4763. Is any large portion sold to the mill at Porbes ? A good deal.
4764. And if the mill gave a return of the number of bushels of wheat they bought, this number would be
included in that return ? I presume so. _
4765. Is there any other information you desire to give us ? Well; there are two schools here in
Eugowra. _
4766. Will the schoolmaster be giving evidence ? No. I may say that at the Public School the attendance 
is 64, at the Convent School there are 43. In a radius of 8 miles there are two Public Schools, and three 
half-time schools, and two more are now being erected.
4767. Is there a bank -in this town ? No ; there is a post and telegraph office, with a Government 
Savings Bank, and a money order office attached.
4768. What is about the population of the town ? The whole population wmuld be from 190 to 200.
4769. Does that embrace the seventy-nine holders of land you have spoken of ? No ; only one of them.
4770. You are speaking of the township population alone? Yes. There are thirty-five houses in the
surveyed township. I could also furnish you with the business places and so forth. I may say that our 
wheat return was a little over 20$ bushels to the acre. A good deal of fchp wheat was destroyed, through 
the rain coming, ' 071,

Mr.
D. Chesher. 
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Some goes to Eorbes
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. . Mr. 4771. Had you any rust here? No. As to the business houses, I should like to say that there arc three
D. Chcsher. hotels two stores, two blacksmiths’ and wheelwrights’ shops, one saw-mill, a butcher's shop, a baker’s 

'5/Marl890 S^0P’ a shoemaker’s, and a saddler’s.
ar-> • 4772. Mr. Dovjel.~\ Have you a fair knowledge of the country surrounding this district ? Yes.

4773. Do you know the country between Eugowra and Parkes ? Yes. '
4774. Do vou think that if a railway were constructed to Parkes, via Molong, it would injure Eugowra ?
Yes. ' ' ’
4775. Do you know the country between "Woodstock and Eugowra? Yes ; it is good country.
4776. What is the distance ? About 36 miles.
4777. What is the distance between Eugowra and Parkes ? About 30 miles.
4778. What is the distance from Eugowra to Forbes ? Bound the road, 24 miles ; but the line is much 
shorter. I came along the line this morning. I left Forbes at twenty minutes past 6, and was here at 
twenty minutes to 9.
4779. Are there any engineering difficulties in the way of the construction of a railway between Eugowra 
and Forbes ? There is some rough country where the road goes ; it has to take a little detour to the left, 
to avoid the rough country. I have never noticed very much as I have been along.
4780. Is the country fairly good between Eugowra and Parkes? No; there is rough country in the
middle—this end is good and the other end is good. '
4781. And one portion of the country is bad. ? Yes ; it is ironbark country.
4782. Is the ironbark good timber? I do not think so.
4783. Do you think you are correct in your estimated distance between Eugowra and Parkes ? The 
general idea is that it is about 30 miles.
4784. Have you been over the country yourself ? Yes.
4785. Do you think that the railway from Woodstock to Eugowra, and branching at Eugow'ra to Forbes 
and Parkes, would serve a large number of the population ? Yes ; I think it would.
4786. Is it a line, the construction of which you yourself would recommend ? It would serve a large 
number of people.
4787. What is the character of the holdings in this district—are they large or small ? It is a squatting
country, you must remember. The holdings are very large in some places, but still there are some selectors 
on the runs. '
4788. Are the selections on the rims large or small ? Some of them very largo. I have a return of one 
holding of about 4,000 acres.
4789. That is a family selection, I suppose ? Yes.
4790. Is not that class of settler a very desirable one to encourage ? Decidedly.
4791. I suppose they combine grazing with agricultural pursuits ? Yes ; that seems to pay the best.
4792. On the holdings of which you have a knowledge, do you think that the holders are likely to 
remain ;—are the holdings fairly improved ? Yes.
4793. You do not think they will revert to the squatter ? No ; I am pretty well sure of that. They are 
bona-fide selectors. I do not think there is a dummy in the district at the present time.
4794. They have all cleared out ? They cleared out years ago. When I came here, fourteen years ago, 
on this side of the creek there were only four selectors. There were only two houses here, and two of 
the selectors were dummies.
4795. What is the population within a radius of 8 miles, including the population of the township itself, 
approximately? I do not think I should be going beyond the mark if I reckoned each house to contain 
six persons. That would give a population in the radius you have named of 681. I think I am below the 
mark. Some of the selectors have large families—up to half a dozen and over.

Mr. Archibald M‘Millan, farmer and grazier, sworn and examined:—
' Mr. 4796. Mr. iee.] What is your occupation ? I am a farmer and grazier.
A.M‘Millan. 4797. How many acres do you hold ? Nearly 5,000 altogether. 

k Ar^~A"iaoo 4tf98. Yourself and your sons ? Yes ; we are a big family.
5 ar., 1890. 479g_ js any portion of that area conditionally leased ? Only about 380 acres.

4800. How long have you held that land ? Some as long as I have been in the district—about twelve 
years.
4801. Are you the original selector, or did you purchase ? I am the original selector.
4802. What do you produce off that land ? This year we have have farmed about 80 acres.
4803. What sort of crops do you grow ? All wheat.
4804. What return do you get? The return I obtained -was off 75 acres—5 acres were cut for hay ; the 
return I had was 432 bags of wheat.
4805. That would be about 1,728 bushels ? Yes ; and there was a great waste.
4806. That would be equal to 23 bushels to the acre ? Yes. There was considerable waste. There was 
a heavy crop lying on the ground. There were fully 6 bushels an acre lost.
4807. Have you threshed your wheat yet ? Yes ; I have reaped, threshed, and bagged at the rate of 23 
bushels to the acre, and I have lost 6 bushels to the acre.
4808. Has this been a good season ? Yes.
4809. What sort of a crop had you in 1888—the dry year? Not good ; it was a failure.
4810. Then you do not get a crop every year ? We have had a crop every year during during the twelve 
years I have been here, with the exception of the year 1888.
4811. What have the crops been since 1888 ? They have averaged about 18 bushels.
4812. You are an experienced farmer ;—what do you consider a fair average of wheat per acre for this 
laud, taking an ordinary season ? For the district, I should consider 20 bushels would be a fair average.
4813. Is not the land cultivated in this district confined to the creek banks and the flats ? -It is confined 
for the most part to the creek and river banks.
4814. Is it better land? It is generally considered so, but it is not. There is as good land off the creek 
as there is on it.
4815. But, as a matter of fact, the creek bank land is considered the best? It is considered the strongest
for some things. 4Sj
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481G. Do you look on wheat-growing as a certainty m t'ais district?
no outlet for it. - - .
4817. What I mean is, are the seasons sufficiently good to-enable you to calculate upon a crop e\ ery ^ jjar<j xggQ,
year ? Yes. •
4818. "With the exception of the year 1888, you have not lost a crop? No.
4819. What about the maize crop ? I do not grow much maize. _
4820. And the hay ? The hay crop is very good. I have grown oats for hay, as well as wheat. The last
crop of oats I had for hay gave 3 tons to the acre. There were fully 100 tons off 32 acres. . •
4821. Are you bringing more land under cultivation annually? No; I think I have sufficient. There 
is no outlet for the crop. We have only the local market at Forbes.
4822. Do you sell your wheat chiefly to the mill at Forbes? Always.
4823. Have you ever sent any wheat to Cudal or to Sydney ? No. _ _
4824. Do most of the farmers here sell to the Forbes mill ? Yes ; I think so, with the exception of a
few who send Cudal way. •
4825. Have most of them sold this year to Forbes? No; I think there is considerably more in the
district than the mill at Forbes can take. _
4826. Have you delivered your wheat this year ? They are delivering it now. _
4827. Are the farmers holding it ? No ; on account of the bad roads, they must get clear of it before the
winter comes on. , \
4828. Do you think a third of the crop is in your district at the present moment? Fully a third of it.
4829. You want to see a railway constructed into your part of the country ? Yes. .
4830. How would that benefit you and your class ? It would benefit us to this extent—that where we 
have 1 acre under tillage at the present time we should have 50 acres, if wo had an outlet for the crop.
4831. That would mean that you are looking to the outside markets ? Yes. .
4832. You do not want a railway to take your grain into Forbes ? No. .
4833. What does it cost you per bushel to produce your wheat—that is, ploughing, sowing, reaping, and
threshing ? I consider that £1 an acre is ample to pay all the expense of ploughing, sowing, harvesting, 
and bagging ; that would include the cost of the seed, also. .
4834. That would be a fraction off Is. Id. per bushel ? Yes.
4835. Would 2s. 6d. per bushel on the spot pay you ? Yes.
4836. If you got 2s. 6d. per bushel on the spot, would you increase the acreage under wheat? I would.
4837. Do you know what the cost of carriage to Sydney by rail would be for this distance ? No ; not for 
farm produce.
4838. It would be equal to 4Jd. per bushel—with other expenses, put the cost at 6d.—that would mean 
that 3s. a bushel in Sydney would pay you ? Yes.
4839. If a market could be obtained'in Sydney at 3s., you would undoubtedly send your wheat to that
market? Yes. _ ■
4840. Would you look to the outside market as a market for your corn ? I never grew much of it.
4841. Your land is capable of growing anything ? Yes.
4842. And your return of maize is very large ? Yes. _ _
4843. Is not the western country a proper market for your maize ? Down the river is the best market.
4844. You do not grow many potatoes ;—is the climate not suitable ? Not as a rule. ■
4845. Wheat, really, is the staple produce of this part of the country ? Yes ; wheat or oats.
4346. Mr. Cox.'] Where is your own land situated? Down at the junction of this creek and the river— 
about 6 miles off. _ _
4847. Is any of the pine country, such as that we have just come through, under cultivation? A con
siderable quantity of it is, but the pine country does not go to the river.
4848. What kind of crop do you get in that land? Very good crops.
4849. I suppose they are not equal in quantity to the crops grown on the creek flats ? In some respects 
they are better.
4850. Is it abetter grain? A plumper grain. Our wheat gets too rank on the creek and river frontage, 
and is liable to lie down.
4851. That pinches the grain sometimes? Yes. ■
4852. In the country we passed through to-day, between here and Forbes, do you think the greater part 
of the land is suitable for agriculture ? Decidedly; there is very little of it, besides the swamps, that 
would not be suitable.
4853. Of the red sandy soil which we passed through, and the yellowish soil, which would you consider the 
better ? Sometimes the red soil is better for one thing, and sometimes the light soil is the best. The 
light soil is, as a rule, the best for wheat.
4854. The country between this and Forbes is a reserve at the present moment ? Yes.
4855. If it were cancelled, would a large portion of it be taken up ? Every acre,
4856. You think it would be profitably settled ? Yes.
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Not as we are situated; we have ,A. M Millan.

Mr. Edward Herbert, farmer and grazier, sworn and examined:—■
4857. Mr. Gox.\ What are you ? I am a farmer and grazier.
4858. What area have you ? In all, about 1,600 acres.
4859. How much of that do you cultivate ? In some years a little more than in others. This last year I 
had 80 acres under cultivation—under wheat, and I had some hay.
4860. What is the result of your harvest? Between 300 and 400 bags of wheat. The wheat I cut for hay
ran about 3 tons to the acre. •

* 4861. That is beyond the usual yield ? Yes ; the wheat was very heavy this last year. A lot of the crop
was down.
4862. How long have } ou been here ? Sixteen or seventeen years. I have been cultivating from the
time I could get the land into a fit state for it. ’
4863. How often have your crops failed in those years? I have never had a thorough failure.
4864. Not in 1888 ? No ; I had 9 bushels to the acre that year. ' ’ .

Mr.
E. Herbert.

5 Mar., 1890.

4865.
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4865. Is your land on a creek or river flat ? At the junction of the creek and river. On the creek, within 
2 miles of the town, I think I had some 45 acres that ran 9 bushels to the acre in the year you name. I 

6' Mar 1890 between 6s. and 7s. a bushel for it. •
ar-j u. JggQ_ Then it paid you nearly as well as a good crop ? Yes ; there was not so much to handle and cart 

away.
4867. Where is your market? At Forbes. ■
4868. The market there, I presume, is limited ? It was not limited last year.
4869. Would you add much to your farming area, if you could get a good reliable market for your produce ? 
If we could rely upon a certain market we could put in a great deal more than we have in now.
4870. The present land carriage you have to contend with, prevents you from doing so ? Yes. If we 
were to grow more wheat the Torbes mill would not take it, and it would not pay to cart it to Borenore, 
and then send it by train to Sydney.
4871. I believe you send some of your wheat to Cudal ? I have not, but I know others who have sent it 
that way. Mr. Marsh, a neighbour of mine, sold his to Wright, Heaton, and they sent it that -way one year.
4872. What is the cost of sending wheat from here to Borenore? I could not say, but the storekeepers 
have sent some.
4873. What stock have you ? Cattle and horses.
4874. And dairying cattle? We sell a bit of butter in the spring of the year, and in the cooler weather.
4875. Would a railway from Molong to Parkes, and Torbes, bo of any benefit to you ? Not at all.
4876. What is the cost of sending your wheat to Torbes ? I draw it with my own team.

• 4877. But what would the cost be ? About 4d. a bushel, sometimes 6d., if the roads are bad.
4878. That, added to the trainage charged, would be a barrier to the successful growth of wheat ? You 
could not make anything out of it, I think.
4879. Do you know the country between here and Borenore ? Yes ; I have been up and down many 

. times.
4880. Would a railway from Borenore, via Cudal, benefit you very materially ? Yes ; it would do a lot of 
good to me and to others;—in fact, to every farmer in this neighbourhood.
4881. Do you think a much greater area would be put under cultivation in the event of a railway coming 
in that direction ? Yes; we should be much more independent in the matter of sale; we could sell in 
many ways, if we had a railway to take our produce to the metropolis.
4882. Have you ever cultivated any of this kind of pine country ? I have not cultivated any myself.
4883. I suppose it gives a good crop, equally with the other country ? In wet seasons it gives a good 
crop, perhaps a better average than mine; mine, perhaps, would be too strong, and in a good season like 
this the wheat would go down.
4884. About'half the country between this and Torbes is pine country? Yes.
4885. And the other half consists of river flats ? Yes. .
4886. Which would be the most suitable for cultivation? I fancy the flats would wear the longest; 
perhaps the pine country would give the best crops for a few years.
4887. The river flats would be costly to bring under cultivation? Yes; but they would bo the least 
expensive in the end, because they would be comparatively everlasting.
4888. You mean that the floods would renew the soil ? Yes.
4889. In the event of a flood covering the crop, would it destroy it ? It depends upon the time of 
the year.
4890. But at harvest time the floods would ruin the crop ? Yes.
4891. Suppose the wheat were growing ? If it were young, a flood would not hurt it much.
4892. A good deal of the land on these flats is liable to inundation? Yes.
4893. But that, you think, would not be a barrier to cultivation ? No.
4894. Is your country flooded ? Yes ; on the river, mine is.
4895. But not on the creek ? It may overflow a little; it overflows at times. I have a farm within 
2 miles of the town ; the creek there overflowed on one occasion, in November, but it did not overflow 
sufficiently to do injury. I fancy it did the maize good, and it made a grand yield of my oats.
4896. How far is it from this point to Dulladerry Creek ? I cannot say.
4897. What sort of road is there between Toogong and Manildra? A hilly road—up and down.
4898. Has it been made ? No ; not to my knowledge. I have not been there for the last few years.
4899. Do you think a large extent of country would be taken up if these reserves were thrown open ? 
Every bit that could be obtained would be taken up.
4900. Irrespective of the railway ? Yes ; people would take it, if they could got it, at any time.
4901. But if the railway were to come here, it would be rushed ? It certainly would ; it would be taken 
up in small lots, settled upon, and farmed.
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Mr,
E. Herbert.

Mr. Archibald M‘Millan, sworn and further examined:—
Mr, 4902. Cfiairmani] I believe you wish to express your opinion relative to the suggested line via Eugowra 

A. M'Millan. to Cowra ? Yes; I consider that the line from here to Cowra would benefit more people than the line 
/ from here to Borenore; and in this way, that it would be further away from the Molong line, and would

6 Mar., 1890. ]jene£t the Cudal people, as well as the people living along the valley of the Lachlan.
. . 4903. You mean the Canowindra people ? Yes. ’

4904. You think, then, that the line via Cowra would be the best of the three ? Yes; for the reasons I 
■ have just given.

' Mr. Thomas Clyburn, publican, sworn and examined :—
Mr. 4905. Mr. Dowel.'] Where do you reside ? At Canowindra.

T. Clyburn. 4906. How long have you resided there ? Twenty years.
4907. What is your occupation ? When I first went there I was a .quartz miller and I had a crushing 5 Mar., 1890. maclline, ^ 1 8

' 4908. What occupation do you follow now ? I am a publican. ■
4909. What is the nature of the evidence you desire to give to this Committee ? I want to give some 
genera] evidence, I desire to produce some statistics relating to Canowindra, They were collected a few 
' , , months
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Diontlis ago, a man being employed especially to collect them. I exhibit a list of the names of residents . Mr. 
desirous of a railway from Cowra, via Canowindra and Eugowra, to Eorbes and Condoboiin. The list shows Clyburn.
the number and area of holdings, the cultivation and yield per acre, the stock, mining particulars, 
machinery, and schools within the distance of 12 miles each way along the line of route from Canowindra ° *
and 6 miles on either side. The list is alphabetically arranged; the name of every holder of land is 
included, the area of his holding, the area under cultivation, and the yield per acre. The yield was esti
mated a little before the crops were taken off, but some of the crops have since been taken off and they 
have shown that the farmers were not far out in their calculation. The total number of holdings given 
was 234, the total area in acres is 242,727 ; the area under cultivation is 15,444 acres, number of sheep 
214,667, of cattle 0,700, of horses 2,706, and of pigs 865. Then as to the schools at Canowindra, there is 
a total attendance of 100. The attendance at Nyrang Creek is 30, at Walli 40, at Watergumbing 33,
Soldier’s Elat 28, Chaucer 25, Tenandera 15, The Grove 18, and Mogong 16. The total attendance at 
the schools averages 305 daily. Then as to machinery, there is the Gospel Oak Mining Co., at Stock
yard Gully, with 10 stamps and 25-horse power ; Smith’s, at Canowindra, with 5 stamps and 10-horse power;
Smith’s flour-mill at Belmore, with two sets of stones, 10-horse poiver. Then I may mention that £735 
wns taken by the Mining Registrar last year. These returns are all taken up to the end of last year.
Canowindra is a great mining centre. I hand in a synopsis of the returns, showing the increase of stock, 
the area under cultivation, &c. You will see the difference between 1887 and 1889. There is 
an increase of 129 holdings, of 85,365 acres, of 4,097 acres under cultivation, of 109,919 sheep,
3,870 cattle, 750 horses, with a decrease in pigs of 750. There are no returns available for further ''
comparison.
4910. Your returns include all the country right up to the point at which the Eugowra returns were .
completed? Yes; that was understood. ■ .
4911. Can you say what the population of Canowindra is ? I could not say exactly; there is Belmore, 
about 2 miles away.
4912. Have you a personal knowledge of the country to which your statistics refer ? Yes. •
4913. What is-the class of country? It is first-class agricultural and mineral land all through.
4914. Is it chiefly occupied ? Nearlv every bit of it. .
4915. And settled upon ? Yes, with the exception of 20 miles between here and Canowindra; that is not 
occupied, as it is a travelling-stock route.,
4916. It is Crown land ? Yes.
4917. The whole of the country, with the exception of the reserves, is occupied ? Yes ; they are very -
good settlers, taking them all through. I do not know of any who are not -willing to remain on the 
land. .
4918. They have every appearance of being a permanent class of residents ? Yes.
4919. What are the principal crops grown? Wheat, hay, and corn.
4920. You are aware that the line of railway which has been referred to the Committee goes from Molong ‘ 
to Parkes and Eorbes, via Flagstone Creek ? Yes.
4921. AVill that line, in your opinion, be of any benefit to this district? None whatever.

_ 4922. You are quite clear on that point ? Quite clear. ■
4923. What are your reasons for thinking so ? It would be further away from our place; we should
have to go further, and the carriage would be heavier than in the case of Cowra. -
4924. Do you know the country traversed by the proposed line from Molong to Parkes ? No.
4925. But you feel pretty sure that the line would bo of no benefit to you ? Neither that, nor the Bore
nore line.
4926. Are there any engineering difficulties on the line of railway you suggest? There is only one 
bridge.
4927. Is the country level ? Yes. There is only one place where they reckon there will be a grade of 1 in 
40; all the other grades are 1 in 70 and 1 in 80. The engine would have to go through the 1 in 40 grade,, 
as far as I know.
4928. You have been over the staked route? No, not the whole of it.
4929. "What about this 1 in 40 grade ? I can give you no further information about that. . .
4930. I suppose you come into contact with a good many of the residents in your township? Yes. .
4931. Have any meetings been held there in support of the railway ? Yes ; the opinion of the people is 
that we ought to have one. Another thing 1 have noticed—that is, that in the different papers which I 
have seen bearing upon the matter, Canowindra is generally classed as forming a portion of Cudal; we. 
wish that to be denied ; we should not be served by the Cudal route.
4932. What distance would Canowindra be from the nearest point of the railway ? Twenty-five miles.
4933. That is too far to be of any service to you ? Yes; and then there is the extra expense of the 
haulage.
4934. Is there any timber within a reasonable distance of the line you suggest, which would be suitable for 
fencing, sleepers, and bridge purpose ? I know of one place where you could get it for bridges, and you 
could get any quantity of timber for fencing.
4935. There is no diversity of opinion among your people, as to the route which should be adopted ?
No. ’
4936. Under all the circumstances, you think that the proposed line from Molong to Parkes and Forbes 
would not serve the residents of your district ? I think it would not. I would point out that the dif
ference in the elevation of Borenore and Cowra is somewhere about 1,200 feet. The consequence is, that there 
would be all that stiff grade to go up.
4937. What is the height of Blayney ? About 3,000 feet.
4938. What is the difference between Blayney and Borenore? That I cannot say ; but in travelling to 
Borenore you have some stiff grades to mount, and the line wmuld cost more for working expenses. There 
would also be a greater distance for us to cart our produce. The level from Cowra to this point is 1,200 
feet lower, to start with, than it is at Borenore. You would have all that extra grade in working.
4939. What rise have you to make to go into Blayney;—is it not as far above the sea as Borenore?.
Blayney is on the other side ; you are coming down, and you would have to go up again.
4940. What difference does it make whether you go up to Blayney, or to Borenore ? There is this dif-
ference—that in going to Cowra you are running, on to a line already constructed, with a junction at a 
lower grade ; in the other case, you would have the extra line to construct to get to Cudal. '

4941
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4941. Do you know that Eorbes is 14 miles nearer Sydney, going by way of Borenore, than going by way 
of Cowra ? Tes ; suppose I want to go to Young, what a nice thing it would be for me to have to go all

5 Mar 1890 tllG T°mld by 0ranSa . . - ' '
• ’’ ' 4942. Suppose you want to go to Victoria ? Well, the same thing holds good there.

4943. What traffic do you anticipate would go to Young or to the south ? There is alargo traffic in stock 
—they are trucked at Cowra; some come from Queensland, and some from down south.
4944. You appear not to want a railway so much for the people of Canowindra, as for the people of 
Queensland ? I do not go quite so far as that.
4945. What benefit would accrue to Canowindra in sending your produce south ? It would make 4d. a
bushel on all our wheat—that is only one consideration. ■
4946. How do you make out the difference of 4d. a bushel? By putting it on the train and sending it 
to Sydney.
4947. Sending it which way do you say ? Prom any of the farms to the railway station.
4948. If you had a railway, it would make a difference of 4d. a bushel, you say ? Yes.
4949. Suppose you had either of the other railways ? In that case it would cost us about 8d. a bushel.
4950. How so ? Because it would be so much further carriage.

Mr. Thomas Pinn, storekeeper, sworn and examined:—
Mr. T. Finn. 4^51. Chairman.^ What is your occupation ? I am a storekeeper residing at Canowindra. I hare been
--- ------- - there eighteen years. I have not been storekeeping all the time, but I have been in business.

5 Mar., 1890. 4952. What is the j)opulation of Canowindra ? The population of Canowindra itself is about 200. If 
you take a radius of 8 or 9 miles there are 700 or 800. We live on the people who come into the town, 
from the back. •
4953. What is the principal industry in your district ? Wheat-growing and agriculture, generally.
4954. Is there much land under crop in the Canowindra district? A great deal. I could give you the latest

' returns taken by the police in January. They were handed to me last night in a rough form by a constable.
4955. Are they for the police district of Canowindra ? They take them within a radius of 10 miles. The 
police district of Canowindra is comprised in the Cowra district. Our district joins on to Toogong and 
G-oolagong. Part of the G-oolagong district is in the Cowra district.
4956. This ■would include Barrigan ? Very nearly.
4957. What is the state of Canowindra at present; is the population increasing? It has increased very
much the last year or two. I am sure it has doubled within the last two years, and there is every appear
ance of a still further increase. - ■ . ^
4958. Is there any particular industry in Canowindra—manufacturing, or anything of that sort ? There 
is no manufacturing, but we have a flour-mill.
4959. How far are you from Cowra ? Twenty miles exactly.
4960. Is that the nearest point on any railway ? Cowra and Woodstock wouldbc, as nearly as possible, the samo.
4961. You know the country between Canowindra and Woodstock ? Yes ; it is good country, but it would 
be a rougher route for the construction of a railway than the surveyed route to Cowra.
4962. Is not Woodstock nearer to Canowindra than to Cowra ? I think about the same, as nearly as possible. •
4963. Do you know anything about the line of route of the proposed railway via Molong and Parkes and 
Forbes ? I do not know anything about the Molong route. I know the lino from Borenore.
4964. Supposing a line were constructed to Forbes by either of these two routes, would it be of any advan
tage to you ? Hot in the least. •
4965. Then no other line would suit the Canowindra people but a line from Cowra, on Wood’s Plat? 
That is all.
4966 Have you had any meetings at Canowindra about this railway ? Yes. The general opinion is that 
we ought to have a railway from Cowra, for the benefit of the country at large.
4967. Do you knowr that there is a large population to the north of Parkes which would be in no way 
served by a line from Cowra? Yes, I know there would be a large population there.
4968. Do you not think that, in the construction of a railway line, all these things should be considered,
and that a line should be constructed which wmuld serve the greatest number of persons ? Yes ; but we 
have as great a number on the line, I suggest, as they have. At the present time there is a rush to Parkes, 
consequently you see a number of persons there who might not be there to-morrow. We may have a rush 
to our district at any time ; it is just as auriferous as the Parkes district. ’
4969. Is the country between Cowra and Canowindra, and between Canowindra and this place, well 
populated ? Yes ; recently a lot of land has been thrown open for selection between Canowindra and 
Eugowu-a, on the left-hand side, on the travelling stock route.
4970. Which side does the travelling stock reserve run from Canowindra to this place? It runs right 
through ; there is half a mile of reserve on each side of the road.
4971. And this land which has been throwm open is on the north side—that is on the right-hand side 
coming here ? Yes.
4972. Was the whole of the land taken up ? There wras not an acre available which was not taken up.
4973. What area was throwm open ? I have-no idea.
4974. What wmuld be the size of the selections? Prom about 160 to 320 acres. It was cut up into small 
pieces. I may say that on the Cow'ra line, all the land between Cowra and Canowindra has been taken up 
chiefly by selectors. I have a report here from Mr. Thornbury, who surveyed a railway here some years 
ago. Mr. Clyborn made a mistake in stating the distances between Cowrra and Porbes, and Borenore and 
Porbes ; the distance of railway construction would be far less than he stated—that is via Cowra—and the 
cost of construction per mile wmuld be £5,988.
49/5. Where did you get those figures ? Prom Mr. Thornbury’s report. He surveyed the line from 
Canowindra to Cow'ra for the Government. I have not the slightest doufct about the distance from 
Cowra to Porbes. It is 63 miles. I travelled the line with Mr. Commissioner Pehon, and I heard him / 
say that he was confident, from wrhat he saw of the line between Canowindra and Cow'ra, that it could be 
constructed for £5,000 a mile.. I will give you some of the places which would be benefited by the rail
way. In the first place there is Cargo, because it wmuld be as short a distance from Cargo as the Cudal 
line ; all the places this side of Cargo wmuld come to Canowindra, as a matter of course. Then there is 
Goolagong, W'hich would be ignored, if there were not a railway to Cowra.

Mr.
T. Clyburn.

4976,
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4976. How far is that from Canowindra? It is 15 miles from Canowindra ; the people there go now to Mr. T. Finn. 
Cowra, the distance being 25 miles. Goolagong would be served by the route from Cowra to Canowindra,
at Nyrang Creels, about 5 miles this side of Canowindra. The district is bn the Lachlan Eiver, and there is 5 Mar-> 1890- 
wool traffic between Goolagong and Grenfell, about 45 miles; and Barrigan would also be'beneiited by the 
Cowra line, in fact all the settlers along the Lachlan Eiver, from Cowra down to Eorbes. You asked Mr.
Clyborn about the wheat going on to the Southern line. A lot of the wheat grown in our district has 
been bought to go to Cootamundra and Goulburn. Most of our wheat this year has gone to Sydney. I 
could also give you the returns of the Canowindra Post-office for 1885 and for 1889.
4977. Why did you select 1885 ? I do not know why that year was selected ; the post-master handed the 
particulars to'me. With regard to the schools, I can corroborate what Mr. Clyborn has said, being a 
member of the School Board for the district of Cowra.
4978. Mr. Qox^ I notice that in these returns there is a man named Duffy who has 1,620 acres on which 
he is feeding 5,000 sheep, or three sheep to the acre ? I am sure he often does that; he is always dealing 
in sheep, buying and selling. Many men with small holdings run four or five sheep to the acre, for the 
time being.
4979. A man may put on twrenty sheep to the acre and may keep them on the land for a week, but would 
it not be deceiving to put them on a list like this, which is supposed to be a fair return for the year ? At 
the time the return was collected Duffy probably had the number of sheep given, and that is why they are 
included in it.
4980. Here is another man, named Jenkins, with 21,600 sheep to 3,600 acres? The area given would be 
only his conditional purchase and freehold. He must have a far larger area of land than that.
49«1. Then I say again, that the return is deceiving it is supposed to represent the number of sheep kept 
for the year; the whole return is rendered valueless it seems to me ? Of course, Mr. Jenkins could not 
keep the number of sheep you give on such an area for the whole year.
4982. Then I see that a man named Hurley has 1,006 acres of land, on which he keeps 5,000 sheep, or five 
sheep to the acre—is that possible ? He deals in sheep, and he may have had that number at the time.
I know that both Duffy and Hurley overstock, and find it out to their sorrow in time of drought.
4883. But you understand that if the man does not keep, continuously, the number of sheep given in the 
return the return is deceiving ? I could not say whether they keep them continuously, or not.
4984. I have known persons, to prevent sheep from being destroyed by grass seed, to put them all into 
two or three paddocks, feeding them on a certain area, but it would be deceiving to say that that number 
of sheep were kept on a few thousand acres of land ? Of course it would not be possible to keep the 
numbers you have given, continuously, on such small areas. At the same time the area of Jenkins’ holding 
is wrongly stated, I believe.
4985. Mr. Dow el.~\ Do you know Mr. Hamilton Osborne? Yes.
4986. Do you know his holding ? Yes.
4987. Does it contain 29,000 acres ? It might, I think. .
4988. Do you know that he is returned as carrying 40,000 sheep ? I did not know that.
4989. What is the character of his land ? It is splendid land.
4990. Do you know what rent he pays for it ? He has very little leased land ; it is nearly all freehold.
4991. You have said just now that the rush of gold might suddenly cause a large population at 
Canowindra ? Yes.
4992. Can you give the Committee any information regarding the mineral resources of the district ? At 
the present time there is a reef, which has been working for the last three or four years, giving magnificent 
returns and paying a large dividend. I refer to the Blue Jacket Eeef. Their average per week would be 
50 or 60 oz. of gold. It goes about 2 oz. to the ton, and their blanketings have gone as high as 12 o'z.
They put through 42 tons the other day at the.Clyde Works, and that went 7J oz. There are other reefs __
working, -which go from £ oz. to 1-| oz.
4993. What number of miners are employed in this auriferous belt of country ? At the present time 
there are not more than forty or fifty, and they would be scattered about the district. I may mention 
that a lot of leasehold areas will be shortly available for selection. People will take up the land as soon 
as it is open.
4994. Is the land on these areas of good quality? Very good, in most cases, ‘
4995. Is it well watered ? No ; but it is easy to make water.
4996. In your opinion the whole of this land will be occupied as soon as it is available ? Yes.
4997. By Iona fide men ? Yes.
4998. The day of the dummy has gone by ? Yes, and we are glad it is so.
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Mr. Eobert Eice, farmer, sworn and examined :—
4999. Mr. Leed\. Where do'you reside ? At Canowindra. I have been there close upon four years, Mr. E. Rice,
but I have been in Cowra twenty-seven years. I am a farmer. ^  —\
5000. What is the extent of your holding altogether ? 642 acres of purchased land, and I lease 180 acres. 5 Mar., 1890.
5001. Are you an original selector ? No, not at that place.
5002. You desire to give some evidence as to the proposed line from Cowra to Canowindra? Yes.
5003. What do you wish to say ? I have been over every yard of the Cowra route, and I know that it
has been proved to be the nearest route to Eorbes, via Eugowra, by from If to 2f miles. .
5004. You mean the shortest of the surveys from the Murrumburrah line ? Yes ; that can be proved.
The distance can be lessened between this place and Canowindra fully 3 miles, giving quite as good a route 
as the other lines. I reckon that there wmuld be five miles less to construct, There has been only a trial 
survey of the route between Cowra and this township, but if there were a permanent survey, I am sure 
that the route could be still further shortened, and that it could be made a cheaper line. This route has 
been proved to be the cheapest, officially, by £200,000. '
5005. Officially ? Yes, from several sources. I will give you at least one good source. Mr. W. H.
Suttor made a statement to that effect in a letter to a newspaper. ■
5006. Those figures are taken, apparently, from Parliamentary papers ? Yes ; the next point I have to 
press on the Committee is the height .between Cowra and Eorbes—it is only 200 feet—just the drop of the 
river between the two towns—consequently there would be easy grades. Borenore being 2,000 feet, there 
would be increased haulage, as Mr. W. H. Suttor show's in his letter—“ We have already taken our lines

. • over
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Mr. B. Eice. over these high altitudes too frequently, and I do not think another mistake of the kind should he made in 
constructing a line to Forhes.” The quality of the land on the route I suggest, surpasses the quality of the 

5 Mar., 1890. on either of the riYal routes—this I can prove from statistics, and from my experience of the district, 
I can state confidently, that we can carry, on many thousands of acres, from two to ten sheep to the acre. 
I can carry 1,000 sheep on 100 acres of land. '
5007. For how long ? For nine months in the year.
500S. Every year ? Tes. On the land to which I refer, the thistles grow from 12 to 14 feet high. There 
are 100,000 acres of similar land on the Belabula Eiver. *
5009. Is it all thistle country? Tes ; I have grown 90 bushels of corn to the acre, and others, who have 
held the same land, have grown 100 bushels to the acre. I maintain that the land is unsurpassable for 
wheat-growing. As a practical farmer, I say that there is no land in the colony equal to the land on the 
route from Cowra to this township. I have been a wheat-grower for twenty-seven years. Cudal, I may 
mention, is already provided with a railway, being only 15 miles distant from Borenore. The distance 
from Cowra to Forbes would be 64 miles. The line would serve the Lachlan Talley, and when you see 
the Tipper Lachlan, I guarantee you will say there is no better district in the colony; it is only a few 
miles off the river at any place—the railway I mean ; therefore, it embraces the valley of the Lachlan for 
the whole distance.
5010. Have you seen the Tweed and Eichmond Bivers ? No. I may also state that by constructing a 
line via Cowra, the public could be suited either with a Sydney or a southern market. They would not 
have this choice if the line were taken via Molong, or Borenore. Neither of those routes could be con
structed without persons being obliged to go a very long way round to get to the Southern line, so as to 
take advantage of the Southern markets. The Lachlan Eiver is already bridged. I think this is a great 
point in favour of the Cowra route—that we have a very extensive bridge over the Lachlan there. I 
suppose it has cost nearly £200,000.
5011. Tou mean the railway bridge? Tes. As to the places which would be benefited, there is Groola- 
gong. We know the exact distance of that place, because the Government erected a telephone there a few 
months ago. The distance from the point tapped by this line would be 10 miles. The population on this 
route is far greater than that on the Borenore, or Molong route. It must be, when you consider that 
Cargo, Eugowra, Goolagong, Canowindra, and all these other places would be served.
5012. Could you give me the population of these various places ? Only an estimate.
5013. Which is the most important settlement this side of Cowra ? Canowindra. There is only one 
bridge to construct by this route—that is over the Belabula, and it is not an expensive one. Bricks, sand, 
ballast, and stone can be obtained on the route—also sleepers.
5014. What sort of timber is it ? All kinds of hardwood, ironbark, box, and red gum. I read the evidence 
of Mr. Kenna, of Orange, who stated that the route from Cowra to Forbes was thinly populated. , Now I 
deny that, and to prove my words I should like you to allow me to merely quote from the report of Mr. 
Surveyor Thornbury, who uas sent up by the Government to survey the line about three years ago. He 
said:—“The country comprises good agricultural and pastoral land, and is nearly all taken up by free 
selection. There are a great number of farmers proximate to the line, which has been taken as close as 
possible to the cultivated land.” Cowra, being midway between the Southern and Western lines, would 
be most advantageous to settlers on the Lachlan, and to the people of Forbes and Parkes also. I have 
always considered the Blayney and Murrumburrah line would carry a great deal of the traffic of this colony 
for many years to come. Cowra, being midway on the line, people wmuld be more advantageously served. 
We know that a large number of the recent selectors round Parkes, at least twm-thirds of them, are 
Victorians. A great deal of their traffic wall go towards Melbourne, and you can quite understand the 
advantage which wmuld be gained by settlers if, on their arrival at Cowra, they were able to command the 
Melbourne or the Sydney market. Suppose there wmre a block on the Western route—that might occur 
at any time—then, settlers having their produce at Cowra, could send it by the Southern route to Sydney. 
That, it seems to me, is a very strong argument in favour of the line I suggest. No company or syndicate 
would hesitate wdiich route to adopt, if a dividend were the object. If the travelling-stock reserves were 
thrown open and a fair upset price were put upon the land, the amount returned would fully pay for the 
land the Government might have to purchase, if they adopted the Cowra route. It is a dead level, and 
there is land, of the very richest description on this travelling-stock reserve. It wmuld be selected the 
first day it was thrown open. There would be a saving in the cost of construction, arising out of the lesser 
distance of £200,000—that is a great consideration. The land being almost level, the line could naturally be 
constructed almost straight, consequently the cost of maintenance would be very much less. The advantages

. of population, easier gradients, and cheap construction, all seem to point to the Cowra line as the best route 
which could be adopted. I believe the line wmuld give national satisfaction. The valley of the Lachlan, at 
least, wmuld have the most direct and legitimate channel for its traffic, and I consider that a great good 
would be achieved.
5015. One of your chief reasons for advocating the Cowra line is that it would give settlers a choice of
the Melbourne as well as of the Sydney market ? Tes. -
5016. The stock traffic in this district, no doubt, wmuld be large, but you must be aware that there must 
be traffic other than stock to maintain a railway;—^you have already shown that your portion of the 
district is a fertile one, and that it produces immense crops of wheat and maize, particularly—what 
market do you depend upon for the sale of your maize ? The Belabula Eiver, so far as inland places go, is 
unsurpassed for maize growing. They grow very little maize in Victoria, and import a great quantity. 
I have already sent maize to Sydney, but I do not see why the Victorian market might not be a market 
for maize. If I can obtain a higher price there, surely it wall be the better market.
5017. Could you pay the freight on that long distance, together with the Victorian duty, and then sell 
your maize in Victoria at a profit ? Tes, I think so ; because if I send my corn to Sydney, as I have 
done, it is quite possible that that very corn may be again shipped and sent to Melbourne.
5018. Then, where would your market be for the large quantities of wheat you grow ? There are some 
hundreds of tons that have gone through Canowindra from "Walli, "Woods’ Flat, and other places, for the 
Forbes market.
5019. Howr much wheat do you think has been delivered at Forbes this year ? I cannot say. I know 
some of my neighbours are selling there.
5020. Could you say how many loads have been sent ? It is early in the season yet.
5021. Is much Canowindra W'heat sold in Forbes every year ? Tes ; most years it is sold in Forbes ; it is,
as a rule, the best market. ■ . 5022.
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5022. Hag there been as much wlieat as usual sold there this year? Ho; because they had more good Mr-Rice- 
crops round Forbes.
5023. What other markets do you look forward to ? I sell wheat at Bathurst and Cowra; those have ® ^ar-> 1890- 
been my chief markets.
5024. Markets other than Sydney have been your markets up to the present time ? Yes. '
5025. In the event of a railway being constructed, you look forward to increasing your output consider
ably ? Yes.
502G. And the quantity you would have, in consequence of the increased cultivation, would be very large?
Yes.
5027. Naturally, you would look for a market outside in preference to purely local markets ? Yes.
5028. And where would you go to ? The bulk of our produce must, in a few years hence, go to Sydney.
5029. What price, on the spot, will pay you at Canowindra for the growth of wheat ? My opinion is that 
wheat cannot be grown for less than 3s. a bushel on the spot; when the price is below that I would not

' put a plough into the ground.
5030. Then if the trainage and Sydney charges were added, you -would have to get 3s. 6d. per bushel in 
the Sydney market? Yes ; to make the crop pay. '
5031. What does it cost you to cultivate your land,—that is to plough, sow, reap, thresh, and bag the 
wheat? It is very difficult to answer that question directly. Suppose I put in a crop every second year, 
and fallow one year, that would be a very different thing from putting in a crop yearly. I have been in 
the habit of doing a great deal of fallowing in my wheat-growing, and I think that 15 bushels to the acre, 
at 3s. a bushel, would just pay a man fairly. It is as little as he could live upon.
5032. What I want to get at is how much it would cost to grow the wheat per bushel, and get it ready for 
market? I suppose it would cost 15s. to plough and harrow, and the seed would be 3s. 9d. I roll my 
wheat, and that costs Is. per acre; the harvesting would be 12s., that is including bags; then there are 
fencing, and a number of other things to pay for. I could not really tell you what it would cost, I cannot 
give you any nearer idea than these figures, and I do not think any man could. I should have been up a 
tree a lon» time ago, if I had not had 3s. a bushel for wheat. I have grown wheat for twenty-seven years, 
but my price has averaged 5s. per bushel.
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. Mr. William Cook, constable, sworn and examined:—
5033. Jifr. Gox.~\ What is your position ? I am a constable, stationed at Conowindra. I have been here ^r- ^ Cook,
something over six years. /—   
5034. Is it your duty to collect statistics for the district ? Yes. ® Mar., 1890.
5035. Will you look at the statistics produced ? Yes ; I could not say what these are; they are not taken 
by me, or from my returns.
5036. You cannot vouch for them ? No.
5037. Have you any returns compiled by yourself? I have only the wheat returns. I can give you the 
quantity of wheat grown in. my portion.
5038. I find in the statistics which have been handed in to us, very notable instances of an enormous
number of sheep being run on small areas of ground. Mr. Duffy holds 1,620 acres, and he is put down as 
having 5,000 sheep, or three sheep to the acre ? I believe he has that number. '
5039. But could he keep that number on ’ his land all the year round ? No.
5040. _ Therefore to give that number in a return supposed to apply to the whole of the year 1889, would
be misleading? Yes; but Duffy probably had that number of sheep when the return was taken—you 
take the number when you are collecting, even if. they happen to be in a stockyard. '
5041. Do you know a man named Hurley, who is represented to have 1,006 acres of land? Yes, but he 
has more than that—he has a lot of leasehold land—3,000 or 4,000 acres.
5042. He is said to keep 5,000 sheep ? He has fully that—he shore 4,000. He could run that number; 
he may be a little over-stocked, but not much. He generally runs from 3,000 to 4,000.
5043. Do you know Mr. Jenkins, with 6,300 acres of land, keeping 21,500 sheep? He shore about
21,000 last year, and when I got the return in January, he had just bought 5,000 more.
5044. What sort of country is it ? It is not extra good ; he could not keep that number all the year round.
5015. What are the wheat returns you desire to give ? The total yield in the portion I took was 79,664 
bushels.
5046. On what area was that collected ? With the exception of three or four, or perhaps half a dozen, 
it would be collected from persons within 10 miles of Canowindra 
5017. When did you yet these returns ? In January.
5048. Was the harvest over then ? It was mostly bagged then. They gave me the number of bags, and I
reckoned 4 bushels to the bag. ‘
5049. Did you see the crops growing ? Yes ; they would have gone more than they did, but several 
thunderstorms passed over the district and destroyed a great deal of wheat. I should say that fully one- 
fourth of the crops was lost.
5050. What did you find the average yield of acre to be ? Something over 18^ bushels.
5051. Did you collect the statistics in 1888 ? Yes.
5052. What was the average yield that year ? There was a very poor yield that year, a great deal of 

. wheat wus destroyed. I do not think it averaged more than 5 bushels. A lot of the crops wrere not cut
at all.
5053. To what acreage does your wheat return apply ? 4,285 acres.
5054. Do you know anything of the Cudal and Barrigan country ? Only the outlines of it.
5055. Have you come across any farming population there ? Yes.
5056. Do you knowr the Manildra country ? No.
5057. Comparing that country with the country about Cargo, Cudal, Cowra, and Canowindra, wdiich .
would you say was the best ? I do not know the Manildra country wfell; but I can give some idea of the
land down this way. Taking the whole distance between Cowra and Nyrang Creek, 6 or 8 miles this side 
of Canowindra, it is most thickly populated. The number of holdings I collected was 150 within a radius 
of 10 miles. These returns go to Molong—they are taken in the Molong returns for the year.

Mr.
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Mr. J. 
Davison.

5 Mar., 1890.

Mr. James Davison, storekeeper, sworn and examined :—-
5058. Mr. Doioel.'] Where do you reside ? At Eugowra.
5059. What is your occupation ? I am a storekeeper at present.
5060. How long have you resided here ? I have been in the district fifteen years.
50G0j. Previous to that where were you ? I was in Parkes for five or six years.
5001. Have you a considerable knowledge of this district ? Pretty good.
5062. And of the people who reside here? Yes.
5063. Is the district fairly settled ? Yes.
5064. What is the nature of the evidence you desire to give ? I have no particular evidence to give.
5065. During your residence of fifteen years here, have the crops, to your knowledge, been fair ? They 
are generally pretty fair crops. In odd years they have missed. I have not missed altogether, but I have 
had inferior crops.
5066. What are the principal pursuits carried on by the residents here ? Agriculture and grazing.
5067. Is there any dairying ? A little, but it is not carried on to any great extent —there is no outlet for 
the butter.
5068. From your position as a storekeeper, do you think that the settlers in this district are improving 
their position, or that they are going back ? They are certainly improving it.
5069. And is the district generally improving ? Yes.
5070. Do you regard the settlement as being of a permanent character ? Yes.
5070f. You think the residents are bona fide ? I am sure they are.
5071. Can you give any information as to the merchandise brought to this town ? Only as regards my 
own. I get about 2 tons a month on the average, from Borenore.
5072. What rates do you pay for carriage ? The rates vary, according to the season. I have paid as low 
as 2s. per cwt., and as high as 5s.
5073. What is the rate of carriage from this place to Borenore ? G-enerally, about two-thirds of the 
rates I have mentioned.
5074. Is there any special price for the carriage of wheat to Borenore ? I have seen it carried for 8d. 
a bushel, and I have known them to ask Is.
5075. Do you produce wheat here ? Ho.
5076. Do you buy produce of any description ? Butter and eggs. -
5077. Is there much of that produce brought to you for sale ? Sometimes a good deal—more than I 
want.
5078. And you have no market? Except at Eorbes, for that kind of thing.
5079. You know the proposed lino from Molong to Parkes, via Flagstone Creek ? Yes.
5080. You have resided in Parkes—what do you think of that proposal? I cannot say much for the 
route because it goes through a lot of barren, useless country. There are miles and miles of it, from 
Manildra to Flagstone Creek.
5081. Do you know all of the country on that route ? A great deal of it. I have not exactly followed 
the lines, but have touched on them here and there. The greater part of the line you mention is a barren 
waste.
5082. Where is this country situated ? Between Meranburn, to within a few miles of Parkes—it is all 
one class of country. All that country at the back of the mountain is useless—it is roly poley, there is 
no grass on it.
5083. How long did you reside in the Parkes district ? I was five years on the Coobang Station.
5084. Had you many opportunities of seeing the country round about Parkes ? I have had more
opportunity since I have been here then I had there. .
5085. How far does this country extend from Parkes, on the road to Molong ? About 7 miles.
50S6. Have you been over the country to the north of Parkes—towards Peak Hill ? Yes.
5087. Is it good or had country ? It is good country.
5088. Was it settled upon when you knew it ? Ho.
5039. Do you know the country between Parkes and Forbes ? Yes, on the road.
5090. Is it good, bad, or indifferent country ? Very good, most of the way.
5091. Then all the country from Forbes to Parkes, and the country for about 7 miles from Parkes towards 
Molong, is good ? Yes, it is of a fair character on the north side of the road.
5092. Does the good land extend northerly for a considerable distance ? Yes.
5093. Knowing the country as well as you do, do you think it is desirable that a railway should he con
structed to serve the settlers in these districts ? I think there are more people living on this route, and 
that a railway here would serve a greater number.
5094. Is the character of the land sufficiently good, and is the population sufficiently large, to warrant the 
Government in constructing a railway ? I could not say that it was not. I do not know the present 
population. If you are referring to the Parkes district, very few people were settled there when I was 
there some years ago.
5095. Would the proposed line, if constructed to Parkes and Forbes, be of any service to you ? If it went 
from Borenore, but if it went the other way it would be of no service whatever.
5096. If the farmers could get an outlet to the Sydney market from Forbes or Parkes, would that not be a 
considerable advantage to those who cultivate the soil between Eugowra and Forbes ? I cannot say that 
it would be of great service, because they would have a bad road to travel to get across to the railway.
5097. What is the distance ? It would be about 30 miles on to the Parkes line.
5098. And on to the Forbes line ? By the measured road it would he 24 miles.
5099. Often, if you have surplus produce, you cannot dispose of it, even at Eorbes ? Often we cannot.
5100. If there were a railway to Eorbes, would it not be of considerable advantage in taking your produce 
to a market where you could he always sure of selling it ? Yes ; but we could take it for nearly the same 
cost to Borenore.
5101. What is the distance from here to Borenore ? Eorty odd miles.
5102. Would you prefer to cart your produce 40 miles, in perference to the 24 ? Yes ; but if we went to 
Eorbes there would be the extra trainage to pay.
51025. You cannot see that any benefit would be conferred upon this place if a railway were constructed 
from Eorbes to Molong ? I cannot see that there would be any.

5103.
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5103. Is it not generally admitted that farmers will take their produce to a railway if they can get within Mr. J.
10, 15, or 20 miles of it ? Yes. • Davison.
5104. Would not the farmers within that radius of Forhes use the railway for their surplus produce ? ,. 'T"
Some of them might, but if they had their own teams they might as well take the produce to Borenore, as 5 Mar'’ 1890' 
pay the extra trainage.
5105. Have you noticed that this place has progressed in size and numbers since you have been residing 
here ? The town itself does not progress fast, but the population is increasing ; more land is being taken 
up every year round about. Whenever land is open, it is taken up very quickly.
5105^. Can you say, of your own knowledge, whether fruit can be grown to advantage in this locality ? Yes, .
there are very good crops of grapes, peaches, apples, pears, and everything of that kind. ■
5106. As a storekeeper here, you have come into contact with a number of persons, and have discussed 
the various rival routes ? Yes.
5107. What is the consensus of opinion as regards the route which should he adopted ? People favour 
either the Canowindra or the Borenore line.
5108. Are they pretty equally divided in opinion as to the merits of these two lines ? I think so. .

Mr. Michael John Dwyer, contractor, sworn and examined :—
5109. Chairman.'] What is your occupation P I am a contractor.
5110. Eesiding where ? At Eugowra.
5111. What is the nature of the evidence you wish to give ? I am a native of the district. I was horn Mr. M. J.
within about 20 miles of this place ; I know the locality thoroughly. I consider that if this part of the Dwyer, 
country were approached by a railway line it would tend greatly to improve settlement upon the land; we ——s
should have a much larger population. 5 Mar., 1890.
5112. Have you noticed that this place has progressed lately ? Yes. We find that land available for 
selection is eagerly sought for. The land to the north of the Canowindra-road, forming part of the 
travelling stock reserve, was settled in one day.
5113. Have you ever known this place to be more prosperous than it is at the present time ? No ; never.
I knew this place when there was only one hotel here. ■
5114. Do you see more land put under cultivation here every year P Yes ; I believe there is.
5115. Have you ever known this place, or any land round about here, to he flooded ? The creek seldom 
overflow's its banks here.
5116. But you have known it to do so P I have seen it overflown once.
5117. Did it stop the traffic ? No.
5118. How deep would it be on the road where the traffic would be? The place where it overflows is 
below the place where the traffic crosses the creek.
5119. It would only affect the farms ? Yes.
5120. Did it do much damage to the farms ? No. It is generally considered that when the creek over
flows its banks it benefits the land it flows over.
5121. Do you know the surveyed line to Cowra ? Yes.
5122. Would that he in the flooded country ? No, above it.
5123. Do you know the surveyed line to Borenore ? Part of it.
5124. Would any part of it be subject to flood ? It joins the line from Cowra to this place before it
crosses the creek, about 10 chains from the bridge. .
5125. What class of contracts do you take ? At the present time I have a contract under the Eoads 
Department, and another from Mr. Jenkins, for fencing.
5126. Which line would be of the most benefit to this place? The Cow'ra line. As regards the slow' 
increase of population, it is principally because the land is locked up in reserves that the population does 
not increase more. We have travelling stock reserves, forest reserves, and raihvay reserves,—all that 
land would be eagerly taken up. There was one piece of land, a special area, 16 miles from here, and 
sixteen applicants balloted for the one piece. It’is of very little use for the farmers to extend the area 
under cultivation, because there is no outlet for their wheat. The men who combine grazing with farming 
send their fat stock to Melbourne—one lot went recently to Cowra, and another to Junee.
5127. Mr. Cox.] Do you know the country about Cargo, Barrigan, and Cudal? I have travelled 
through it.
5128. Do you know it fairly well ? I know the roads.
5129. Do you know the farms ? A few, but not all.
5130. You know the Manildra country ? No. • •
5131. Therefore you could not give an opinion as to which railway wmuld suit the bulk of the people 
living in these localities ? No.

Mr. Nicholas Edward Osberg, sawyer and farmer, sworn and examined:— '
5132. Mr. Lee.] You are a resident of Eugowra ? Yes ; I have been here for about eleven years.
5133. What do you do ? I am sawing at present. • .
5134. Have you always been sawing here ? No ; I have been farming and doing blacksmith’s and wdieel- 
WTight’s work, and all that sort of thing.
5135. Are you doing any farming now ? Yes.
5136. Do you till your land ? Yes.
5137. You have heard some of the evidence by some of the other witnesses ? Yes.
513S. What particular class of evidence do you wish to give ? As to the timber trade, which could be 
developed, I think there would be a great deal of it, if there were any outlet.
5139. What kind of timber do you deal in ? There is plenty of good red gum ; it cannot be surpassed 
in the colonies for sleepers or for wheelwright’s purposes. There is any amount of it all along the valley 
of the Lachlan—the Lachlan pine is also very good. I am sawing some of it at the present time.
5140. Do you own the saw-mill at Eugowra ? Yes.
5141. Where does your large timber come from? Within a radius of 6 miles.
5142. Do you saw up much red gum ? According to the demand—it is chiefly required for bridges and
culverts. 5143:

Mr.
N. E. Osberg.

5 Mar., 1890.
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Is there much of it in the district? Yes.
Have you had anything to do with sleepers ? No ; hut I have seen plenty.
Is the timber large and sound enough for sleepers ? Yes.
Is it sound, as a rule ? You find gum-veins in some of it.
Is there much pine about here ? A good deal.
Is there pine here in sufficient quantities to keep your mill going ? Por a considerable time.
Do you saw lining boards ? Yes.
"VYhat is the nature of the timber ? It is very good for building purposes ; it is more lasting than 

the Oregon pine, especially for flooring.
5151. if there were railway communication, do you tliink there would be much demand for this wood? Yes.
5152. And could you supply a considerable demand ? Yes.
5153. Could you supply 4,000,000 or 5,000,000 feet? If I had time.
5154. Is there timber in the district to do it ? Yes.
5155. Supposing a line were constructed, could you saw timber, and send it to other districts, and compete 
there with the local timber ? Yes ; I am closer to the pine here. I should send pine towards Canowindra, 
or towards Cudal, if this line were constructed.
5156. But there is pine in other parts of the colony ? Not much up this way.
5157. Not in the valley of the Murray ? Yes; and on the "Western line. But if there were a railway 
between here and Borenore, we could send, timber to Borenore, and compete with people on the 
Dubbo line.
5158. Would the Borenore line suit you better than the Canowindra line ? No; I think the Canowindra 
line would do equally well.
5159. Have the people here a preference for either line ? If anything, they prefer the Canowindra line.
5160. Both of the surveys junction at Eugowra ? Yes.
5161. So that the Eugowra people are in the happy position of getting a line, whichever way it comes ? 
Yes; as long as it does not come through Parkes.
5162. The line from Molong to Parkes will not suit you ? No.
5163. But if you had cheap communication with Parkes, would not the miners up there demand your 
timber ? No; there is pine at Parkes, and a saw-mill too. Of course, you might have a branch line to 
Parkes.
5164. I suppose there is a saw-mill at Cowra ? Yes ; but they have to draw the timber a long way.
5165. If it were easy to send sawn boards by train, I suppose it would be as easy to send log timber ? 
There would be one advantage—if you required any Maryborough logs or kauri pine, you could get it up 
in the log and cut it up here.
5166. Is your mill running full time ? Yes ; when I have time to run it.
5167. I suppose you have orders enough to keep you going ? Yes, at the present, and for some time to 
come.
5168. If you had a railway, you could not cut any more stuff ? I could, because up to the present I have 
been idle—that is, I have been doing other business occasionally—the carriage is heavy, and unless I get 
local orders I do not care very much about the work. Local orders pay very much better than distant 
orders.
5169. You have to get in your logs by dray ? Yes.
5170. Most of your constituents drag their timber from the mill? It all depends—sometimes they do.
5171. Can you mention special advantages which would accrue from the construction of a fine to this part 
of the district ? Well, there is any amount of water for irrigation along the valley of the Lachlan, and if 
the farmers and graziers had easy access to a railway they would cultivate more, and go in for fruit
growing and so forth. At present there is no market for anything, therefore it is of no use for them to 
spend money on irrigation plants.
5172. Do you grow any wheat ? I have done so until last year.
5173. Eor sale ? Yes.
5174. Where do you sell it ? At Eorbes, as a rule.
5175. Have you any difficulty in finding a market? No ; I do not grow very much.
5176. The other farmers swear that they cannot sell what they grow? Some of them have to take their 
wheat away from here, I believe.
5177. Mr. Doivel.\ What price do you obtain for your timber at the mill ? 11s. and 12s., cash and credit.
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Mr. Daniel John Bobertson, gardener, sworn and examined:—
Mr. D. J. 5178. Mr. Cox.'] What is your occupation ? I am a gardener.

Robertson. 5179. What area have you under cultivation? I have altogether 20 acres; some of it I cultivate for 
r wheat. . .

5 Mar., 18£0. 5130. What have you under orchard and vines ? About 8 acres.
5181. What are your chief fruits ? Peaches, apples, pears, apricots, plums, and grapes. I have 2 acres 
of grape vines.

■ 5182. How old is your orchard ? It commenced with about twenty trees, and I have added every year. I
commenced about twelve years back.
5183. Are you still increasing it ? Yes.
5184. Therefore you find it profitable ? I hope it will be; it has not paid me very much yet.
5185. Then why do you keep adding to it ? I am in hopes that it will be profitable some day. I am 
starting to dry fruit, and I hope to make it pay in that way.
5186. What process of drying do you adopt ? I have an American dryer. I have tried samples of all 
sorts of fruit this year, but I have not done them very well, because I am new at it.
5187. Have you a local demand for your fruit? I go to Cowra, Molong, Orange, and Cudal.
5188. You can grow fruit which cannot be grown in the colder climates ? Yes; our grapes are ripe
before theirs. .
5189. Do you think a railway will be of any advantage to you ? Decidedly.
5190. Where would you send your fruit ? To Orange, via Borenore, to begin with—Cowra, on the other
line, would suit me as well—it is a colder district. I am a month ahead of them in peaches, apricots, and 
grapes. 5191.
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5191. How does your climate compare with that of Parkes ? This is a better climate for fruit than the 
Parkes climate. _ Sometimes they have better grapes—not always. I believe, as a rule, we can outdo them 
in fruit of any kind—peaches, and other stone fruit, they cannot grow as we can.
5192. Cannot they grow peaches at Forbes as well as you can ? I do not think you have seen peaches
better than those which I am now exhibiting. I had some ripe on the 1st December, I am sending fruit
to Porbes now.
5193. Do you irrigate ? Yes.
5194. Have you abundance of water ? No, I have not enough.
5195. So that, in a dry season, you would be unable to irrigate ? Last year I had as good a crop as any—
at least it paid me best, because 1 had a better price. I got 6s., 8s., and 10s. a case, taking the fruit to 
Cowra and Canowindra.
5196. Then I gather that, unless you have a railway on which to get rid of your produce, you will have to 
dry it ? Yes. I may mention that my grapes would not have been affected by the rain this year as they 
have been, if I had had any means of getting them away. I am trying raisins.
5197. If there were a railway you think the fruit-growing industry would be a profitable one, and that 
a large number of persons would embark in it ? Hundreds of acres would be planted with trees.

Mr. William Niven, bee-keeper, sworn and examined :—
5198. Mr Lee.'] You reside in Eugowra? ' Yes, I have been here about thirteen years. Mr.W.Niven.
5199. What have you been doing all that time ? Part of the time I was hawking. I used to travel from >
Orange through the back country ; in later years I have undertaken well-sinking contracts. Latterly, I 5 Mar., 1890. 
have turned my attention to an apiary.
5200. As a commercial experiment or as a hobby ? With a view to make a profit.
5201. How does it pay you ? At first I did not succeed very well, I worked on the old system, with 
boxes, but latterly, I have adopted the more modern system, and now I am succeeding very well.
5202. What bee do you cultivate ? The black bee.
5203. Is that the English bee ? Yes, but latterly I have got Italian queens. I am going to Italianise all 
my bees.
5204. How many hives have you ? Seventy-three. _
5205. What quantity do they yield in the course of the year ? In an ordinary season, with frames, I 
estimate that they yield one cwt. per hive. It depends a great deal on the bee-keeper, and the number 
of bees in a hive. One man might work with 10,000 in a hive, and another man with 30,000.
5206. Have you had much experience in the management of bees ? I have had to do with bees all my
life, but it is only for the last four years that I have commenced studying books on the subject. .
5207. Do you cultivate food for them ? I grow honeysuckle in the winter, but I depend mostly on the 
pasturage and the bush.
5208. In what form do you send your honey to market ? I have been sending extracted honey.
5209. Do you find a demand for it ? I can always sell it, now that it is known.
5210. Where is your market for it ? Lately, I have sold a good deal of it in Forbes ; but I have sent it to 
Bathurst, Sydney, and Cowra.
5211. By dray ? No, I have taken it myself. .
5212. Do you find it a profitable speculation ? Yes, I am making my living at it now, and I intend to '
continue it.
5213. Are you a married man ? I have a family, but my wife is dead. ’
5214. You can support your family by the industry ? Yes.
5215. What advantage would a-railway be to an industry of this kind ? It would be a great advantage to 
me. Often, when honey is worth 6d. and 8d. a lb. in Sydney, I could send it there.
5216. However successful your industry may be, the produce you are likely to send to the railway would 
amount to a very small freight ? I am making only a commencement. I have seventy-three hives now, 
but I might bring the number up to 500.
5217. Your evidence proves what can be done in the way of raising bees, and you have shown that, with a 
.better outlet, the industry would be still more profitable ? Yes.
5218. Is there room here for other bee farms ? Plenty.
5219. Do the bees suffer much in the dry weather ? It affects them a good deal. A bee-keeper has to
see that he does not take too much honey ; but he can feed them, and carry them through the drought, if 
necessary. .
5220. But that is the difficulty ? Yes. .
5221. Can yon give us any other evidence concerning the railway ? I have heard witnesses speak about 
the flooded state of the country on the frontages to the Lachlan. I have travelled some years from Orange, 
down the Lachlan, to Forbes and Parkes, and out as far as Cobar and Hillston. I have seen the country 
in flood time.
5222. What is your opinion ? I consider that even if a flood rose and spread over the banks, it would not
interfere with the railway, because the permanent way is raised. I have travelled from Lake Cudgellico •
to Forbes, in flood time—the water spread out for miles, but it was very shallow—perhaps only 10 inches
deep. You could easily travel along the road, if you knew where it was. The current is so weak that it 
would not wash anything away. I have found more difficulty, in a wet season, in travelling in the back 
parts, on the red soil, than I have in the floodod country in time of flood.
5223. For what distance does the flooded country extend ? I have known 8 or 9 miles of flooded country 
along the banks.
5224. How far from the river ? Sometimes a i and sometimes a | mile. Traffic could go between here 
and Forbes in flood time, by keeping a little round.
5225. Do you know the flooded country, between the Southern Cross and Forbes ? Yes ; there is a low 
place where the water breaks over, and runs round by Forbes. By keeping where the railway goes you 
avoid it.
5226. Mr. Dowell] The floods are sometimes an advantage to the district ? Yes ; I have never heard of
them washing away fences or stock. ‘
5227. "VYhat price do you obtain for a bottle of honey of the description you are now exhibiting ? I sell 
it at 9s. a dozen, wholesale. I have had offers from Sydney. Not long ago, they said they would take a - 
ton, if I had it to send.
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Mr. L. Kirby. 5228.
5229

5 Mar., 1890. 5230'

5231.
5232.
5233.
5234.
5235.
more doing in tho way of settlement.
5236. Does not the principal support of the stores arise from the traffic on the road through here ? No. 
Our principal support is from settlement. Of course, we get a certain amount of support from the traffic.
5237. Do you sell corn and chaff P Yes.
5238. Where do you get it from ? I get it from the local farmers, within a radius of 6 or 8 miles.
5239. It is all grown here ? Yes.
5240. What is the average price of chaff per cwt. ? Last year I bought at from £5 10s. to £7 10s.
5241. That was an exceptionally dry year ? Yes.
5242. What did you give for it this year ? I got it delivered here at from £3 to £3 5s.
5243. I suppose if you had a railway it would not pay to buy chaff here and send it to Sydney ? You can 
buy it cheaper at the farms here.
5244. Can it be bought cheaper than at the rate at which you have been buying it ? Yes; I buy it 
delivered.
5245. Do you buy much corn ? Yes, a good deal.
5246. How much chaff do you buy in the year ? Last season I bolight 140 tons.
5247. Was it all sold here? I sent about 14 tons to the other side of Condoboiin. I had also orders 
from Mount Hope.. I did not supply any though.
5248. Would the construction of a railway line do you much good ? A great deal.
5249. If a line were constructed, would there be much merchandize traffic from here ? Yes ; there is a 
lot of produce grown in the district which would be sent either to the back country, or down to Bathurst, 
or Sydney. There is a large quantity of produce in the district this year and no market for it.
5250. Are the holdings here of a large size, as a rule ? Yes ; a good size, as a rule. They run from 150 
to 1,000 acres, and over—some of them are very large.
5251. Which do you reckon are most useful to the district—the large holders or the small holders ? The 
small holders, I believe.
5252. I suppose they get more out of the ground than men with large holdings ? Yes, they work the land 
more ; they raise more produce.
5253. Do you think the railway we are considering would be of any benefit to this place ? No ; we should 
derive no benefit at all from it.
5254. Which railway to this district, do you think, will serve the interests of the greatest number of people ? 
Either the railway from Borenore, or that from Cowra. It does not matter, so far as Eugowra is concerned, 
which way it comes.
5255. But I mean in the interests of the general public ? I believe the Borenore line, simply because it 
has the greater population. I may mention that I have sent away a lot of local produce, such as eggs and 
butter. I have sent butter to Sydney, and also bacon.
5256. Where is the butter made ? Nearly all of the settlers make butter.
5257. All the year round ? Except for a month or two in the hot weather.
5258. What quantities have you sent to Sydney, monthly ? I do not send it regularly ; I find it does not 
pay—the expense is too great. I send 1 cwt. at a time; eggs I send pretty often.
5259. How much butter do you think is made in this district in a month ? I suppose about 1 ton.
5260. What is the return of eggs a month ? I should think about 400 dozen.
5261. Is there any other produce you send from here ? Hides, sheepskins, beeswax, kangaroo skins, 
oppossum skins—in fact all sorts of skins.
5262. What do you think would be the total amount of tonnage you would send away, including every
thing ? It is very hard to say. Perhaps about 15 tons in the twelve months.
5263. Have you sent any wheat to Sydney ? Two years ago I sent 177 bags ; I sent to Orange, in 1837, 
317 bags.
5264. Did you send any in January, 1889. No, it was scarce that year. I sent 200 bags, to Eorbes and 
Cudal, and got it ground for local consumption.
5265. Mr. Dowell] Where did you reside, previous to coming to Eugowra ? At Bathurst.
5266. What occupation did you follow there ? I served my time at storekeeping.
5267. Have you any knowledge of this district, outside of the town? A fair knowledge.

. 5268. Do you know ahy thing of the mineral resources of this district; is there any gold in the immediate
neighbourhood of Eugowra ? The prospectors obtained some, 2 or 3 miles from here, I think on the 
Canowindra-road.
5269. No gold has been brought to your store for sale ? No.
5270. Are there any stock transactions taking place in this district ? A large number of travelling stock 
pass through. I have seen as many as 10,000 sheep at a time. It is quite a common thing to see that 
number passing through here.
5271. Where did they come from? The back country.
5272. Where are they making for, as a rule ? Eor Orange, Bathurst, and Blayney, and other routes.
5273. If a railway were made to Eugowra, would any of that stock be conveyed upon it ? I believe the 
greater part of the stock would be conveyed by rail.
5274. Would a large number of stock be brought here to be trucked? A large number, I feel sure.
5275. Have you any large travelling stock reserves in this district ? Yes ; too large, in fact.
5276. To what do you attribute the improvement in business generally, at Eugowra? To settlement on 
the land.
5277. You think the settlers are in a fairly good position ? Yes.
5278. Are they in the habit of disposing of their holdings to the squatter ? I have not known one to do
so for years—they are all bond fide men. ''

\

Mr. Lawrence Kirby, storekeeper, sworn and examined:—
Ohairman.'} What is your occupation ? I am a general storekeeper.
Where do you reside ? At Eugowra.
How long have you been here ? Eourteen years.
Have you been keeping a store all that time ? Yes.
Do you find that the place is prosperous, and that your business improves ? Yes, very much.
Is it better now than it was some time ago ? It is twenty times better than it was when I came here. 
Has it improved during the last four or five years ? It is steadily improving.
Can you do better since you have discontinued the traffic to Parkes through this road. There is
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Mr. Donald Chesher, sworn, and further examined:—
5279. Chairman.^ I believe you wish to give some additional eTidenee ? Tes. "With regard to tho price
of land. I am an auctioneer and commission agent. I have several farms for sale now in this district. 
There was a forced sale down here. A man mortgaged the place and died, and it was sold off. The place 
was about half a mile over the creek, it was sold at £3 10s. 6d. an acre. It was a selection, and was improved 
up to the requirements of the law—that is, the improvements amount to 10s. an acre. A bush fire had 
come just before, and had cleared off the fence. .
5280. Was much of the land cleared ? Not a great deal.
5281. How-'many acres were there ? 168^-acres. .
5282. Is that a fair sample of the land about here ? Tes. Then Mr. Herbert, who gave evidence to-day, 
bought a freehold from Mr. Tanning, and gave £3 10s. an acre. I know that he was offered by Mr. 
Garney, auctioneer, of Torbes, £5. The land is on the river.
5283. Who was the purchaser of the first selection? Mr. Jenkins.
5284. You have heard the information which has been given us as to the large quantity of travelling stock 
coming through this district. Can you give us any information, as an auctioneer, concerning that stock ? 
There are frequent stock transactions in the district. About a fortnight ago Mr. Dalton, of Orange, came 
down here, and bought either 8,000 or 10,000 head of sheep. Another gentleman bought 2,000 very 
recently. All MThillamy’s sheep travel through here and truck at Borenore.
5285. Would the stock to which you refer represent a great many thousands ? They come in mobs of 
from 8,000 to 10,000—that is, stores. I despatched, myself, the week before last, to Borenore, 2,160.
5286. If there were a railway station at Eugowra, would there be any considerable number of fats trucked 
here ? Yes.
5287. And at any time when the terminus was taken beyond this place;—do you think that fat stock
"would still be trucked here for market ? Yes ; the local stock. The owners of the run on which we now 
are have over 3,000 head of cattle, and they sent some to Melbourne last w-eek. They trucked them at 
Cowra. ^ ■
5288. But are there any fat sheep travelling through the district which are likely to go to market from 
here ? A good many go up the river.
5289. Would any w-ool be brought here for despatch ? Only the local wool. •
5290. But I suppose the sheep to which you have been referring would not be trucked here at all, after 
the railway had passed Eugowra ? Only the locally grown sheep—those within 15 or 20 miles. On the 
average, those 10 miles this side of Torbes would come here. Those over the river would also come here.

Mr.
D. Chesher.

5 Mar., 1890.

THURSDAY, G MARGH, 1890.
[The Sectional Committee met at Glazier's Hotel, Murga, at 10.30 a.m.]

frrsrnl;—
JAMES EBENEZER TONKIN, Esq. (Chaieman).

The Hon. George Heney Cox. | William Speinqthorpe Dowel, Esq.
Chaeles Alfeed Lee, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed railway from Molong to Parkes and Torbes.

Mr. James Glazier, senior, publican, sworn and examined:—
5291. Chairman.'] What is your occupation ? I am keeping this licensed house at the present time. ^
5292. How long have you resided here ? Ten years, last September. j Qlazie'r 8en_
5293. I suppose this is a pastoral town ? Yes. . '
5294. What is its population ? I can give you statistics, showing the population within Smiles of Murga. 6 Mar., 1890.
5295. That would be an 8 mile radius in every direction ? Yes. .
5296. But Mr. Chesher gave us statistics collected within 8 miles of Eugowra—if you give us statistics
collected within 8 miles of Murga the two would overlap ? Yes. .
5297. Who collected these statistics ? My "son. They represent Gilwarry Eocks, Waterhole Creek,
Bedbank, and Beedy Creek, within 8 miles of Murga. At these places there are 48 adults, 150 
children ; the area of holdings is 5,000 acres ; the number of acres cleared is 1,160—the number under hay 
100, under wheat 900, under maize 150. There are 1,000 sheep, 150 horses, 200 head of cattle, and 20 
pigs. The grand total, inclusive of the places I have mentioned, would be 175. adults, 235 children ; the 
area of holdings, 85,114 acres; the acres cleared, 3,976 ; under hay, 166 acres ; under wheat, 1,733 acres; 
under maize, 340 acres. The number of sheep would be 19,417, horses 582, cattle 775, and pigs 174.
5293. Have you seen any progress in this district during the last two or three years ? Yes ; a great many 
more people have been selecting. '
5299. Is there any land available here for selection now ? Not that I know of.
5300. Is there not a lot of Crown land here which would be selected, if it were not too barren and moun
tainous for that purpose ? Yes.
5301. Are there any leasehold areas which will fall in this year, and which will be then open for selection ?
I know of none, unless at Goimbla and Eugowra ; there may be some land there. •
5302. Where has the population settled which has come here within the last few years ? Some of them 
down on this side of the creek, and some on the opposite side—some are upon Beedy Creek.
5303. Ho"w far is Murga from the proposed line of railway ? It is about 17 miles from here across to the
Tlagstone Creek. ■
5304. Would the construction of that line be of much benefit to Murga ? None at all.
5305. You know that another line has been suggested from Borenore to Torbes—"would that line be of 
material benefit to this place ? It "would be of great benefit.
5306. Would the suggested line'from Cowra be of any benefit to you? None at all.
5307. How far would Murga be from that line ? Well, I suppose it is 14 miles from here to Eugowra.
5308. Would you be no nearer to any part of that line? No ; itwouldbe 20 miles from here to go up to
Long’s Corner and across to Canowindra. 5309

131 (a)—T ‘



800

Mr. 5309. Is there much land under cultivation in a northerly direction from here, towards the proposed line 
J.CHazier, sen. fj-Qjjj Molong to Parkes and Porbes 1 A great deal, especially on Eeedy Creek. There is as fine land for 
6^Mar~"l890 ’'yhea^‘growing there as you would find in any part of the world.

■’ ‘ 5310. Is Mandagery Creek the main creek running west from here? Tes.
5311. Going direct south towards Canowindra, are there many farms ? There are a great many going
from Long’s Corner into Canowindra. »
5312. Are there any farms between here and Mogong 1 Tes; but there is a great reserve that way, 
adjoining the farms.
5313. Tou mean at Toogong? Between Toogong and Mogong.
5314*. But I am talking of tho country to the south of this place ? It is mountainous right over to Nyrang 
Creek.
5315. Do you think that if tho proposed railway were constructed to Porbes, this district would contribute 
much traffic towards tho payment of expenses P I believe there would be sufficient loading up and down 
the line to pay expenses. I believe a good deal of additional agriculture would be carried on.
5316. What is your idea of the tonnage that wmuld leave this place ? A good deal of wheat and oats, and 
corn would be grown all down the Mandagery Creek, and on Eeedy Creek.
5317. Could you give us an idea of the average return of wheat per acre in this district ? Prom what I can 
see, the average for the last ten years wmuld be about 20 bushels to the acre.
5318. Have you had any failures in crop ? In times of drought our farmers have had very fair crops.
5319. But 20 bushels to the acre is a long way above an average fair crop ? Tes ; but there have been 

. crops here wdiich have gone as high as 40 bushels. I think I saw on Eeedy Creek, this year, wdieat which
would average 4*0 bushels. •
5320. Is Mr. Stevenson the largest farmer in the district? Tes, I think so.
5321. Mr. Lee.Do you know the country from Molong to Parkes ? No, I have never been along that 
road.
5322. Tou do not know the railway track, then ? Part of it, from the head of Eeedy Creek.
5323. Is that anyw'here near Manildra ? No; right aw*ay. The place I speak of is between Parkes and 
Porbes.
5324. Do you know the Dungeon Eange ? Tes ; I have been there several times.
5325. What distance is it from Murga to Manildra ? About, 23 miles—that is the way you wmuld have 
to go by road ; in a straight line it is about 20 miles.
5320. Chairman.'] Is there any mining going on in this district ? At Boney’s Eocks.
5327. Where is that ? 6 miles from here.
5328. In wdiich direction ? Out east, between Toogong and Canovdndra.
5329. WTiat are they mining for ? Gold.
5330. Is there any population there—are they doing any good ? A good few7 people are there now.
5331. Are they getting gold? They are getting good stone, at least, so a man told me last night.
5332. Do they crush there ? No ; Canowdndra.
5333. How far is it from wdiere they are mining to Canowindra? About 15 miles.
5334. It is all reefing, I suppose ? Tes.
5335. Is there any other mining here besides that ? They were mining at Surface Hill, 3 miles from 
here—that wmuld be alluvial.
5336. Were they sluicing it ? Tes. My son got gold, but it was not payable, it was only prospecting.
5337. Have you any silver or any other mineral in the district? Tes; we have some up in the 
mountains.
5338. How far from here ? About 3 miles.
5339. What have they done there in the shape of prospecting ? They have put down a shaft 50 feet. I 
obtained these assays from Mr. Dixon, of Sydney—1 oz. 13 dwt. 16 grs. gold, and 6 oz. 7 dwt. 9 grs. silver 
to the ton. Another assay, by Mr. Harwood, gave, lead, 19'575 per cent., silver, 33 oz. 19 dwt. 11 gr. 
per ton, with a trace of gold.
5340. This is from a large lode formation ? Tes.
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Mr. Henry Green, farmer and grazier, sworn and examined :—
Mr. H. Green. 5341. Mr. Zee.] What is your occupation ? I am a farmer and grazier.

5342. What is the size of your holding ? 290 acres.
6 Mar., 1890. 5343. Are you an original selector ? Tes.

5344. Is the whole of your holding conditionally purchased ? It is all purchased.
5345. How long have you been here ? Twelve years.
5346. What do you grow on your land ? Wheat, hay, corn, and potatoes.
5347. Did you grow any hay this last year ? None this last year. .
5348. Did you grow any wffieat ? About 56 acres, I think.
5349. How many bushels to the acre ? I have not threshed yet.
5250. Have you cultivated wheat every year ? Mostly wheat—there is no consumption for hay.
5351. What has been the average crop ? I suppose I have had from 15 to 20 bushels to the acre.
5352. What is the average return of wheat in this district, per acre ? I suppose, about 15 bushels to the 
acre—that is a fair average, taking one season with another.
5353. Where do you find a market for your wheat? Sometimes at Forbes, sometimes at Orange— 
wherever we can obtain the best price.
5354. Do you ever ship any to Sydney ? I have done so.
5355. Frorp what part of the railway have you shipped it ? From Orange.
5356. Was the transaction a satisfactory one ? No, it was not.
5357. After paying expenses, it left you no profit? Exactly ; the cartage was too heavy from here.
5358. What price ought you to get for your wheat on the spot; in order to make it pay ? I think that 3s.
on the spot ought to pay, taking one year with another. .
5359. On an average, 3s. on the spot would pay ? Tes. ■ -
5360. Tou know that railways have been surveyed from Molong to Forbes, and from Borenore td Forbes ? 
Tes.
5361. Which of these surveyed lines would suit this district best ? The Borenore line, by far the best.

5362.
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5362. Of course you hold strong opinions upon that question, because you happen to live there? I am Mr.H. Green, 
well.acquainted with both lines. 1 have been a carrier for thirty years.
5363. You have travelled on both routes ? Yes. •
5364. Why do you think the Borensre route would be the best? The land on that route is by far the 
best for cultivation. If more of the land were thrown open to selection there would be a great deal of 
cultivation ; but a lot of the land fe reserved. For this last five years there have been no selections.
5365. What reserve is there ? There is a mile on each side of the route, for some distance.
5366. If you went a mile on each side you would go up into the hills? Not at all places. In some places, 
perhaps, but not at others.
5367. Does not the surveyed line, from Borenore run through a large area of purchased land ? Not a 
great deal.
5368. How long is it since you were over the Parkes and Molong route? About twelve months.
5369. Do you know Manildra and G-arra ? Yes.
5370. Do you know that there are many thousands of acres settled upon in that direction ? I know there
is a good deal of settlement about G-arra. '
5371. Would this part of the district compare favourably with that, for settlement? I think so.
5372. Are there not ten settlers there for every one here ? When you get into our farming districts, 
about Cudal and Canowindra, you will find any number of farmers.
5373. But in the places I have mentioned there would be about ten settlers for every one in this imme
diate locality ? Yes. . '
5374. What other reasons are there in favour of the line coming this way? Well, the line going to.
Molong would be of no use to us at all. .
5375. But, taking a larger view of the question, and supposing a line to be made to serve the bulk of the 
people in these districts, which route do you think should be adopted? Well, the G-arra people are close 
to a line at present, at Molong—they are only about 7 miles from Molong.
5376. What about Manildra ? There is not much farming carried on there.
5377. What about the country between that and Bumberry ? There is very little farming there—it is 
for the most part barren land.
5378. But it is all taken up ? That may be ; it is, nevertheless, very poor land. •
5379. The land you have here is chiefly alluvial land, situated on the banks of the various creeks ? Yes.
5380. An,d when you leave the flats you get at once into barren ranges ? Just hereabouts.
5381. What particular advantages do you expect, personally, from the construction of the line ? I hope to 
get my grain to a good market.
5382. And I suppose there will be an increase in the value of your land ? Yes.
5383. Have you been in the habit of carrying your wheat in drays from here to Orange? Yes.
5384. Have you had any difficulty in selling it any time ? About three years ago, I had a great difficulty 
in selling it, and in getting it to market. I have sent wheat from here to Sydney, and have sold it for 
2s. 5d. per bushel.
5385. One of your chief reasons for advocating this line is, that it would be of great advantage to you, 
personally ? Yes.
5386. Mr. Gox^] Which has the greater population—the district to the north, or the district to the south 
of the proposed line ? The district to the north, I think.

■ 5387. Right away between this and Manildra ? Yes.
5388. What is the amount of population south ? There is none at all this way.
5389. But towards Toogong ? I could not tell you. There is a large population on the Nyrang Creek.
After passing Long’s Corner you get into open country.
5390. Which is the better soil for cultivation—that towards Toogong and Nyrang Creek, or that towards 
Manildra? The soil towards Toogong cannot be beaten, there is nothing but mountains from here to 
Manildra.
5391. Are you aware whether the proposed railway will run through any large portion of the Toogong 
estate ? I does run through a portion of it, but I cannot say whether it is large or small.

Mr. Edwin Glazier, miner, sworn and examined :—
5392. Mr. Dowell] Where do you reside ? At Murga-, I have been here, off and on, for about ten years.
5393. Where were you previously ? At Canowindra.
5394. What is your occupation ? I follow mining, principally.
5395. For how long have you been doing so ? Some six or seven years now, off and on.
5396. Can you give the Committee any information about the minerals in this district ? I am working
now on the Nangar Mountains, about 3^ miles from Murga. Before that, I was working at Surface Hill, a 
short distance from here. .
5397. In what sort of mine are you now working ? We sunk a shaft there 50 feet first, and we had only
qne assay from that depth—that my father has given you. The lode is 200 feet wide between the two
walls. I know where the foot-wall is, and where the top-wall is, and I have sunk in both.
5398. Have you any quartz here ? Yes.
5399. All the specimens you exhibit are contained within this lode ? Yes.
5400. These are exhibits of the various strata through which you passed in sinking the shaft 50 feet ? 
Yes ; we obtained the same description of stone in the shaft—some of it has been assayed by Mr. Dixon, 
and some by Mr. Harwood.
5401. From your knowledge of mining, do you think there is likely to be any large discovery of gold or
other mineral in this district ? I do. •
5402. Have you heard that opinion expressed by other diggers ? I have.
5403. What number of diggers are there in the district ? There have been a great many here at different 
times. There are only four now engaged where I am working. There are a number working at Boney’s 
Rocks, about 5 miles from here.

Mr. E. 
Glazier.

6 Mar., 1890.

Mr. Charles Fuller, farmer and grazier, sworn and examined: —
5404. Mr. Cox.'] What is your occupation ? I aiu a farmer and grazier.
5405. What area of land have you ? 1,005 acres of selection, and I have a conditional lease.

Mr. C. Fuller.

6 Mar., 1890.5406.
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Mr. C. Fuller. 54OG. What is the total area of your holding P 3,773 acres.
■r •. 5^07. What quantity of stock have you ?. About 2,000 sheep.

6 Mar., 1890. 5408_ gome statistics have been handed to us purporting to give the names of the_ various holders of land 
within a circuit of 8 miles of Murga. Xour name is down, and the area of land is correct; but you are 
not placed here as a sheep-holder at all ? I have a joint interest in the land—perhaps that is the reason.
5409. What horses and cattle have you ? About twenty head of horses, and fifty head of cattle.
5410. What area of land do you cultivate ? About 60 acres. I grow wheat, maize, hay, pumpkins, and, 
sometimes, potatoes. I have no potatoes in this year.
5411. What crops had you in this year ? I had 22 acres of wheat.
5412. And what return did you get ? About 400 bushels ; 40 acres of hay gave me 20 tons ; and I am 
now growing about 25 acres of corn.
5413. What do you expect from that ? I may get from 12 to 15 bushels. _
5414. How does it come to be so low ? It has been neglected—it got very bad with weeds.
5415. How far is your farm from Murga? Two miles.
5416. Upon the Mandagery Creek? No ; straight in a northerly direction from here. _
5417. Why do you cultivate so small an area out of so large a holding of land ? Because there is no out
let for the produce. _ .
5418. Where is your market for wheat ? Cudal and Borenore—sometimes Forbes. I occasionally sell
a little at Eugowra. . .
5419. This year you are getting a very low price, on account of the heavy crop throughout the district? Tes.
5420. What does it cost you to put in and take off a crop of wdieat ? I never calculated it.
5421. What has been your average crop for the past ten years ? From 12 to 15 bushels.
5422. Did you get anything in 18S8, in the great drought ? Not much. I got 18 bags of wheat off 22
acres, but the cattle got into some of it and destroyed it. _ _ _
5423. Have you any other occupation than that of keeping sheep and cultivating this small area of land ? No.
5424. Have you a threshing machine ? No, I have a stripper. ' _
5425. Do you use that for your neighbours’crops as well as for your own? No; not very extensively. 
I do, sometimes, two or three farms in the year, besides my own.
5426. Is that the general method of getting the harvest in ? Tes, generally, but some approve of cutting 
and threshing with machinery.
5427. Is it not a fact there has been a large quantity of wdieat lost this year through the strippbrs ? Of 
course, if the wheat is lying down it cannot be gathered by the stripper. _

. 5428. Then it was not the fault of the stripper that there wras so big a loss this year ? No.
5429. Do you know the line of railway which has been surveyed via Borenore and Cudal ? Tes.
5430. Do you think that line, would better serve the greater number of farmers in this part of the country 
than the line via Molong and Parkes ? I do.
5131. Why ? Because there is a larger population on this line than on the other.
5132. Heaving out of the question the people who live between the two lines, would the greater number to 
be served be to the south of this line, or to the north of the other line ? To the south of this line, decidedly.
5433. Is it a fact that there are several large estates on this line on which there is no settlement ? There
are two fairly large estates, but they are not extraordinarily large. Bowman’s estate at Toogong is only
15,000 acres. I do not know what the area of Mr. Lance Smith’s estate is. _ _
5434. Do you think that if a railway were constructed, these proprietors would cut up their land for
cultivation ? They might do so. ...
5435. Is the land particularly suited to cultivation ? Tes ; it is first-class soil, the greater portion of it
5436. Would the proposed railway from Borenore run through a large portion of these two estates ? Not 
a large portion ; it runs through some reserves, though.

■ 5437. It has also been suggested that a line should be constructed from Cowra—would that line suit you? 
I do not think so. '
5438. The line you advocate is the Borenore line ? Tes, exclusively. _ _ _
5439. Is there much reserved land about here which could be rendered available for conditional purchases ? 
There is a good deal—there is a travelling stock reserve from Long’s Corner pretty well to Forbes.
5440. Do you know the leasehold areas on Groimbla and Eugowra ? Tes. _ _■
5441. Is there much land there now locked up, which will be thrown open for selection in July next? 
Tes ; I think so. I may mention that the principal part of the travelling stock reserve is first class cul-

. tivation land. •
' 5442. Tou think the travelling stock reserve would be thrown open if a railway were constructed ? Tes.

5443. Is there any timber in the neighbourhood suitable for railway sleepers ? Tes.
5444. Where is it to be found ? There is box timber all along the line, and red gum on the creek ; then
there is ironbark up the Nangar Valley, and also upon the other side. •
5445. I suppose there is a good deal of traffic on this road? Not so much as there was before the line 
was constructed to Nyngan, but there is a fair amount now. No doubt, if a line were constructed to 
Forbes, more goods would go this way than go now. This line, if it were continued to Condobqlin, would 
take traffic which now goes to the Western line. I also think that if we had railway communication you 
would see a good deal more farming carried on than is done now.
5446. Tou think there will be plenty of land available ? Tes ; and not only that, but people who have
land would cultivate more largely than they do now. We cannot compete with other places having railway 
communication, on account of the heavy rates of carriage by team. _
5447. Mr. Lee.'] Tou know the route of the proposed railway from Molong ? From Manildra. *
5448. Do you know much of that part of the country ? I know it all, pretty well.
5449. Do you know the country to the north of that line ? I know it by Cumnock and Oberley.
5450. Do you know Kadina ? No.
5451. How long is it since you were there? I have not been out that way for ten years. _
5452. Then how can you swear that the population south of this line is greater than the population to the 
north of the other line ? Well I can only swear from what I know of it.*
5453. But how do you come to know about it ? Simply from going through the country. 5454.

Note {on revision) :—From the knowledge I hate of the country, knowing it is principally mountainous, population 
could not settle on it; '
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5454. But you have not been there for ten years ? I have learned a good deal from other persons who Mr- C. Fuller, 
have travelled through it.
5455. Then you are swearing from what you have heard from other people ? Tes. ■ 6 Mar., 1890.
5456. Ton cannot speak of the population from your own knowledge P No ; not for the last few years.
5450^. Tou are going mostly on what you have-heard from other people? Tes, mostly.
5457. The land at Canowindra would he outside the influence of this line? I do not think so.
5458. How far is Conowindra from here ? About 18 miles. .
5459. Canowindra is as close to Cowra as it would be to this line ? That may be.
5460. Consequently it cannot be reckoned as part of the country influenced by this line, as it is within the 
same distance of an existing line ? I understand that there are only two lines in question.

' MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—BAILWAY FBOM MOLONG TO PABKES AND POBBES. 349

Mr. Isaac Wren, farmer, sworn and examined:—
5461. Chairman.^ What is 3rour occupation ? I am a farmer. 1 Mr. I. Wren.
5462. Where do you reside ? At Cranbury. ,-----
5463. How far is that from here ? About 10 miles easterly from here, to the right of Toogong. 6 Mar., 1.890.
5464. Is it a township ? No ; there is a farming population.
5465. Are there many farms there ? A great many.
5466. What is the area of your holding ? 474 acres.
5467. How much have you cleared and fit for cultivation ? I had 127 acres under crop this year. '
5468. Have you all the land you have cleared under crop ? Tes.
5469. What have you been growing ? Wheat, hay, and corn. I have 500 bags of wheat, or 2,000 bushels 
off 87 acres.
5470. That is over 23 bushels to the acre ? Tes.
5471. What hay did you get? I had about 45 tons from about 33 acres.
5472. What corn have you? I have about 8 acres of corn.
5473. Where is your market ? At present we are compelled to sell at Cudal, on account of the haulage.
Cudal is the nearest town of any importance to us. .
5474. What would it cost you a bushel to convey your wheat to Borenore? 6d. a bushel. Several 
teamsters this year would not take it there under 6d. We have paid 6d. a bushel to Orange.
5475. If the line we are investigating were constructed, would it be of any advantage to you ? No.
5476. Which liue would be of most advantage to you ? A line from Borenore, through Cudal, would he
of most advantage to us. . .
5477. Would either the line from Molong, or the line from Cowra, be of advantage to you? A liue from .
Cowra to Borbes would be of more advantage to us than the Molong line. The Cowra line would go 
through Canowindra, and we arc 14 miles from that place.
5478. Do you know Mr. Wren, a solicitor of Manildra? He is my brother magistrate..
5479. How far is your selection from your brother’s ? Brom 13 to 14 miles ; my brother’s farm is at 
Gregra".
5480. Would the Borenore line serve your brother as well as yourself ? It would ; it would not be more
than 5 miles distant. .
5481. At what distance on either side of a railway line do you estimate that farmers will be served ? I 
should say about 10 miles.
5482. Tou think that a railway would serve farmers, fairly and honestly, 10 miles on each side of it ?
Tes. If wo could not get it cioser we would be satisfied with that.
5483. Has there been an increase in the area of land put under cultivation in the district in the last two 
or three years ? The increase during the last two or three years has been very slight, if there has been 
any at all. I cannot say, definitely, that there has been any increase in cultivation.
5484. How do you account for that? Well, in the first instance, bad seasons have interfered with agri
culture very much.
5485. Has the price of wheat had anything to do with it ? The price of wheat has been very low. Then 
there is the cost of carriage to market.
5486. If a railway were constructed, what would it cost per bushel to send your wheat to Sydney, touching
at the nearest railway point to your district ? I could not say. I should imagine that we might get our •
wheat down for 6d., 7(1, or perhaps 8d. per bushel.
5487. Would that pay you then? Much better than at the present time. Now, it costs us about Is. Id.
5488. Tou are aware that the Railway Commissioners have made special rates for the conveyance of farm 
produce. Brom the point at which you would probably touch a railway, the charge would be about 4d. a 
bushel, delivered in Sydney. That being the case;—do you think the farmers would be induced to put 
a larger area under crop ? I think so.
5489. What does your wheat cost per bushel to grow ;—what could you afford to sell it for on the ground, 
allowing yourself a reasonable profit ? I have never made that calculation.
5490. What is the average yield of your district? It is hard to say what it has been during the last three 
or four years. Previously, for three years following, it averaged about 23 bushels to the acre. Since that 
time we have had uncertain seasons, and droughts have set in. At Barrigan, in very indifferent seasons,
it has averaged Hi bushels per acre. .
5491. Is there any other information you would like to give the Committee ? I should like to say a few
words as to the nature of the country between Cargo and Canowindra. The whole of that land is well 
adapted for cultivation; it is occupied now principally by small settlers and farmers. Starting from 
Long’s Corner, and going south, it is almost level country—that is, going towards Canowindra. Brom 
Canowindra to Cargo, and from Cargo to Bowan Park, on the east of Cudal, the whole of the country is fit 
for cultivation. .
5492. Is much of that country held in large areas by squatters ? Very little of it. Mr. Bowman, at
Toogong, is the largest holder I know of. There is a paddock belonging to Davy’s Plains Station, but it is 
not a very large area. There is a reserve of 9,000 acres at Long’s Corner. A portion of it has lately been 
revoked, and it has been thrown open to settlement. I have made a calculation as to the number of farms 
in the district. There are nine farms almost adjoining me, of from 290 to 500 acres ; nine have grown 
upwards of 3,160 bags of wheat this season. I know of one place where a threshing machine has threshed, 
this season, 1,800 bags of wheat off three farms. .

Mn
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Mr. Thomas Barton, farmer, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. ice.] What is your occupation ? I am a farmer.
Holding how many acres ? Tour hundred and ten.
How much do you cultivate P I have not cultivated much lately, because there has been no 

' market.
5496. What do you chiefly cultivate ? Wheat and hay.
5497. How far do you reside from Murga ? Two miles. _
5498. What are you doing with your land, chiefly ? Grazing.
5499. Why are you in attendance to give evidence to-day ? Because I think the Borenore line is the best 
line.
5500. Tou have been requested to attend ? Tes.
5501. Who asked you ? Mr. Glazier, a good while ago.
5502. When did you know that the Committee would be here ? I saw it stated in the Orange newspaper.
5503. Could you give us any information as to why the railway should not be made between Molong and 
Parkes, or as to why it should be made anywhere else ? I do not know the roaij from Molong to Parkes, 
but I do know the road to Borenore.
5504. The Borenore line would suit you best ? Tes.
5505. Tou cannot say that the line from Molong to Parkes and Porbes would not benefit a large number 
of people ? It will not get the traffic from the right hand side of this road, as long as there is a road to 
Borenore.
5506. How far is Borenore ? Thirty-eight miles.
5507. Suppose a deviation brought the Molong line within 10 miles of this place—would the people use it 
then ? I do not think they would pay that 10 miles of cartage, if they had a good road to Borenore.
5508. Would you cart your produce 40 miles, to Borenore, if you had a railway station 10miles distant? 
That depends upon the produce.
5509. Would you send your wheat to the railway station 10 miles distant? No ; I would sooner cart it 
40 miles, and save the railway carriage.
5510. If you would cart your wheat 40 miles, I suppose you can cart it now, so that really you do not want 
a railway ? I do not grow wheat, because there is no market.
55 LI. Have you any other information to give us as to the capabilities of the country, and so forth ? I 
think this place will grow anything in reason, and for sleepers and fencing there is plenty of good timber. 
551.2. That can be said of the country through from Parises to Manildra, Toogong and Cudal, and thence 
to Canowindra ? It is all good country, with the exception of the mountains just here.
5513. There is a large population settled over that area ? Tes, and they are chiefly farmers, living by 
cultivation.
5514. But a railway cannot be taken to every man’s door. Which would be the best line to serve the 
greatest number of persons in this district ? If I had no interest in the matter at all, I should still say 
that the Borenore line is the best line.
5515. Tet you know nothing about the other line? All this district, and all the residents dowm below 
Porbes, will support this line.
5516. Are you including Canowindra and Cargo ? Tes.
5517. If this line were constructed, do you not know that the Canowindra people would be further away 
from it than they are from the Murrumburrah line at present ? I was not aware of it.
5518. Mr. Cox.~\ Do you live across the creek? Tes.
5519. A bridge has lately been constructed over the creek ? Por the traffic from here to Parkes, 
backwards and forwards—it is a main road, and stock travel upon it a great deal.
5520. At whose instance was the bridge built? The people about here petitioned for it.
5521. It serves all those people lying to the north between here and Manildra ? Tes, the people at
Beedy Creek. .

m Mr. 5493. 
T. Barton.

r i «qo 6495.

Mr. Kobcrt Kinnerson, grazier, sworn and examined:—
5522. Mr. Cox.'] Where do you reside ? At Nangar ; 7 miles from here towards Eugowra ; about half-

B. Kinnerson. way between this place and Eugowra. ’
5523. What is the area of your holding? Pive hundred and fifty-seven acres. I go in for a little 

6 Mar., 1890. cultivation and a little grazing.
5524. Do you find cultivation profitable ? Not exactly here—it is rather too far from market. .
5525. If you had a means of getting your produce to market, would you cultivate more largely than you 
do now ? A lot more.
5526. Would your neighbours do the same ? Tes.
5527. 1 suppose they only cultivate now because they have nothing else to give them employment for a 
part of the year ? Exactly.
5528. Do you know the route from Molong to Parkes and Porbes ? Not much. I have travelled it a few 
times, years ago, when I was carrying. I know it is pretty rough country.
5529. Are you on the Mandagery Creek ? Tes; right on the creek.
5530. What was the result of your harvesting this year ? I got about 400 bags of wheat off about 80 

. acres. I had some stripped, and some I have in stacks not yet threshed. I could not say what is in the
stacks exactly, but I stripped 275 bags. I think there must be something over 100 bags in the stacks.
5531. What do you do -with your wheat ? I have sold part of it. I take it to Porbes.
5532. At what cost ? Sixpence per bushel. '
5533. What price do you get there ? Three shillings.
5534. Would 2s. 6d. a bushel pay you ? Tes ; if we had the facilities to get the produce to market.
5535. Have you ever had a team on the road? Tes ; I was carrying myself, at one time.
5536. That would be knocked on the head in the event of there being a railway ? Tes.
5537. Tou believe that a railway from Borenore, via Cudal, to Porbes, would suit the larger number of 
persons in this part of the country ? Tes.

Mr. Hugh Pryor, farmer, sworn and examined :—
Mr. H. Pryor. 5538. Mr. Dowel.] Where do you reside ? At Beedy Creek, 6 miles from Murga ; I am a farmer.

r 5539. How long have you resided in this district ? Somewhere about thirteen years. Previous to that I
6 Mar., 1890. wag living ou the other side of Orange, 3 miles on the other side of Millthorpe. 5540.
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5540. What area have you ? I hold 320 acres. I till it, and grow a bit of wheat.
5541. Where do you dispose of your grain? Principally at Cudal.
5542. What distance are you from that place ? Twenty-one miles.
5543. Do you know anything about the staked line from Molong to Parkes and Porbes? I have never 
been along the railway route, but I have travelled the road with a team, pretty often. I have gone from 
Dulladerry, through Meranburn, into Molong. '
5544. What would be the nearest point on the Molong railway to your property—I mean the proposed 
line ? I do not think it would be more than 7 miles away.
5545. Then would that railway serve you and the Seedy Creek people at all ? I suppose it would have to 
serve us, if we did not get a line through here.
5546. But if a railway were constructed in that direction, do you think the farmers at Keedy Creek would 
bring their produce to it ? That is the line we should have to take, if we could not get through via Cudal.
5547. You know that the Molong line is now surveyed to a point at about 4 miles from Cudal ? I was 
not aware of that.
5548. Knowing that, do you think that the line would be of any service to the farmers at Keedy Creek ? 
As far as I can see, the deviation would not affect the people at Keedy Creek.
5549. Would the construction of any one of these lines be of advantage to the farmers in this district ?
Yes, it would enable them to get their produce to market at a low rate of carriage. At present we have 
no encouragement to increase the area under cultivation. But for my family, I would allow the land to 
stand still. .
5550. If you could land your wheat at Sydney, by the Molong line, at 4d. a bushel, would you be encouraged 
to put in a larger area of wheat? Yes ; but there is the cartage to be considered.
5551. But would you not be able to avail yourself of the Sydney market ? Yes.
5552. In your opinion, then, it would be an advantage to have a line constructed ? Either that line or the 
Borenore line—the Borenore line is my favourite line. It is all falling ground from Keedy Creek to 
Murga, with the exception of a little red hill; but it is impossible to go the other way in wet weather.

Mr. H. Pryor.

g ^rSo.

Mr. Henry Thomas, farmer and grazier, sworn and examined :—
5553. Chairman.'] What is your occupation? I am a farmer and grazier.
5554. Where do you reside ? At Barrigan, but it is usually called Cranbury—my holding adioins Mr. Mr.
Wren’s. _ _ H. Thomas.
5555. What evidence can you give this Committee as to the construction of the proposed line from
Molong to Parkes and Porbes—would it be of any advantage to you ? No ; I do not think so. 6 Mar-> 1890•
5556. Do you think that either the Cowra or the Borenore line would be of greater advantage ? The 
Borenore line, I think, because it runs within 3| miles of my place. I would not advocate the line for 
that reason alone, but in my judgment, it passes through the centre of the population.
5557. Do you know the country north of the line from Molong to Parkes ? I do not,
5558. Then how do you know that the line from Borenore to Porbes would be the central line ? Well, I 
take it that the Molong line runs to the extreme north, and the Cowra line to the extreme south, whereas 
the Borenore line would be in the centre.
5559. But how far is it from this proposed line to the main Western line, at Dubbo—is it not three times 
as far as it is from here to Cowra ? I do not know about that, but it is central, so far as the agricultural 
area is concerned. It is not generally supposed that the Bogan country grows much produce.
5560. Would you be surprised to hear that in the Kadina country 17,000 acres have been taken up in one 
place, and that the holders are all farmers ? There is nothing very surprising about that. I would not say 
for a moment that it was not the case.
5561. But your statement that the Boreiiore line is the central line is not exactly borne out by facts ? It
may be a good thing to make a railway with a view to induce population to settle upon the soil, but if you 
can put a line where you have population to begin with, I think you are doing still better. The people 
are already settled upon this line. •
5562. But you say you do not know anything about the population to the north of the Molong line ? I 
can only speak from my reading and casual observation. I cannot speak definitely.
5563. Have you read or heard anything about the Parkes country lam now speaking of—I mean the 
country directly north of Parkes ? I know it only from hearsay. I have heard that a few persons have 
settled down at Kadina, who have come from Victoria or South Australia. I have heard that they are 
getting on remarkably well, and that they have taken up a considerable area of land.
5564. Do you not think, having regard to the population to the north of the Molong line, that that is more 
likely to be the central line than the Borenore line ? I do not imagine so for a moment, but on the other 
hand, I cannot say definitely that that would not be the case. I fancy we require a railway here, even if 
they get one there.
5565. Would a line from Borenore to Porbes bo a paying line? I think it would pay right away from 
the time of its construction.
5566. You think it would pay working expenses and the interest on capital ? It would.
5567. Supposing a line were constructed from Borenore to Porbes, to what distance south of that line 
would the people be served ? I suppose it would serve people for 15 miles on either side of it.
5568. That would take in the people nearly down to Canowindra ? Yes. I should be satisfied if I got a
railway within 15 miles. &
5569. How far are you from this proposed line ? It would be about 31- miles from the outside of my 
land, but 4 miles from where I reside.
5570. How far are you from Cudal ? Eight miles.
5571. Then if a line of railway from Molong to Parkes went within 4 miles of Cudal you would be well 
served, because you would be within 12 miles of it ? If that is the case but I am rather doubtful about 
the distance.
5572. If the Molong and Parkes line came within 12 miles of your place you would be served ? I think
so, if I could not get a better line. People are generally averse to making more miles of railway than 
are absolutely necessary—the carriage has to be paid on the additional distance for all time to come even 
if the Molong line came within 4 miles of Cudal, there would be 20 miles extra to travel in order to take 
advantage of it, so far as some people are concerned. 5573
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Mr. 5573. Mr. Dowcl?\ But you would get your graiu to Sydue.y at. 4d. a bushel ? That would be an 
H. Thomas, advantage. •

5574. Is there any other statement you desire to make ? I can quite corroborate Mr. Wren’s statement 
ai'< 139 • as t,0 t]ie quantity of wheat grown in the district—this year, I am sure I had 30 bushels to the acre.
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Mr. Edward Taylor, senior, grazier, sworn and examined :—
Chairman.'] What are you P I am a grazier.
Where do you reside ? At Pretty Plains.
Do you know anything about this district ? A good deal.
You have property here ? I have about 1,300 acres of land ; some freehold land, some selected 

land, and some town property.
5579. Where is the 1,300 acres situated ? Within ll miles of the town, between here and Orange.

What do you do ? One of my sons is living and farming on it. I keep stock on it.
What stock ? Cattle and horses. '
How many head of cattle ? In winter time over 200 head. In the summer time I have not so 

I shift them down below.
Do you use any cattle for dairying purposes ? I do, at home—not here.
Arc you breeding horses ? Yes.
How many have you at this place ? Not many. At the present time only half a dozen.
Your son farms a portion of the land ? Yes.
How many acres ? About 130.
Had he that area under crop this year ? Yes.
Has he been in the habit of farming there for some time ? Yes.
What sort of crops does he get ? They are good this year, but last year ho got none at all.
What would be about the average ? From 17 to 20 bushels. This year he had over 30 bushels. 
How many acres had ho under wheat this year? I think about 80 or 90 ; the rest was hay.
Does he grow anything else ? I think he had about 20 acres of corn.
Is it looking well ? No ; the rain did not come in time.
Where is his market for wheat ? He sold it this year at Millthorpe.
How does he get it there ? In waggons, from here to Borenore, and there he puts it on to the train. 
What does it cost per bushel to cart it from his farm to Borenore ? He draws with his own teams. 
But what could he get it drawn for ? For about Is. a bag, or 3d. a bushel.
If a railway line were constructed to this district, would a larger acreage be put under cultivation ? 

I think so. '
5600. Would the line we are investigating, from Molong to Parkes and Forbes, be of any benefit to you ? 
No ; not a bit.
5601. Would the line from Coivra to Forbes be of any benefit to you? No.
5602. The only lino that would do any good to this place, in your judgment, is the line from Borenore to 
Forbes, Cudal ? Yes.
5603. Putting aside all personal feeling, do you think that would be the proper line for the Government 
to construct in the interests of the greatest number of people ? For this district it would be the best 
line. The people on the other side of Manildra would be within 8 miles of it; they would be still nearer 
if there were a platform at Little Boree, at Parkes-lane, and they would have a good metalled road right 
up to it; that would be 8 or 9 miles from here.
5604. Do you know where the proposed line is surveyed, then ? Yes ; but I do not know whether they 
would put a platform there.
5605. Do you think that if the people of Manildra are 8 or 9 miles from a railway they ought to consider 
themselves served by it ? I should think so, because every one cannot have a line.
5606. By the same rule, you would be served if you were 8 or 9 miles from a railway ? We should, if we, 
could not get any closer.
5607. Would the Molong line, under these circumstances, benefit you ? It would not benefit us, because 
if we had our wheat on the waggons we might as well take it to Borenore as to Manildra.
5608. How far is it from here to Manildra? About 8 miles, straight. Some parts of Manildra are 
nearer than others. Some of the farmers live within 6 miles of this place.
5609. What class of country is it between here and Manildra;—is it agricultural country all the way 
through ? There are some stony ridges and some good land.
5610. Is it near Manildra ? Near Meranburn. The bad land is when you get to Coates’ Creek.
5611. How much barren country is therebetween here and Manildra? I could not say how much, but 
there is a good deal.
5612. Is it a mile across ? No ; I do not think it is.
5613. With the exception of that small portion of bad land, is all the land from here to Manildra good 
agricultural land ? Yes; there is the Mandagery Creek, it is very good between here and that point, 
excepting a few places where you will find rocks and stones.
5614. Now, supposing the Molong line, instead of going through Manildra, was to go through about half
way between here and Manildra, would it benefit the people of Cudal ? Not on the south side. The 
principal farms are about Big Flat, andLetween here and Cargo. 5615.
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5G15. Supposing a line were constructed from Borenore througli Cudal and Forbes, to wliat distance on Mr. 
the south side would the farmers be benefited by it ? About 8 miles. I think it ought to serve the E' Ta3,lor> 8enr 
farmers even more than 8 miles on each side.
5616. Do you not think that if every farmer got a railway line within 12 or 14 miles of his farm he ought .. *. 
to be satisfied ? If they could all get that they ought to be.
5617. If you had a line within 4 miles of Cudal to the north, the people 8 miles below you again towards 
Cargo would not be more than 12 miles from the railway, and they ought, therefore to be satisfied ? I 
think it would pay them better to cart to Borenore.
5618. How far are you from Borenore ? About 15 miles, I think, but I could not be sure.
5619. Do you know whether the population is increasing,—whether more people have come here within 
the last few years ? There are more coming here every year.
5620. What are they doing ? Farming.
5621. Are they selectors ? Tes.
5622. Is there any land open to selection ? Not now ; it is all taken up.
5623. What increase has there been in the population within the last three or four years ? I cannot say.
I know a number of strange persons have come here, but I could not say how many,
5624. Do you know whether the land between here and the Mandagery Creek, to the north of this place, is 
as good as the land between here and Cargo to the south of it ? I do not think it is. There is good and 
bad land on both sides. There is as good land on the Molong line as there is on this line. There is good 
land at Manildra, and good land at Bumberry just this side of Packham’s.
5625. Do you know the country up towards Kadina ? Tes ; and towards G-arra and Oberly. I have dealt 
with horses and cattle there.
5626. Do you know the country between Oberly and Manildra? Tes.
5627. What sort of country is that ? There is very good land on Brymedura, but it is not open to selection.
5628. What do you think of the Kadina land ? Some is good and some is bad.
5629. Is there not a large population there ? There was not when I was there.
5630. How long is it since you were there ? Five years ago.
5631. Do you think that if aline were constructed from Borenore to Forbes ufa Cudal it would serve 
people at Kadina ? I think they would be close enough to the line at Molong.
5632. How many miles from the line at Molong do you think they are ? About 30 miles. '
5633. Of course you do not think that this line would serve them then ? No ; not at that distance. .
5634. Then there is another place to the west—I mean Trundle—where 19,000 acres have been taken up.
The people there would be still worse off ? Of course this line would not benefit them a bit.
5635. But would not a line to Parkes benefit them ? Better than the Cudal line, certainly.
5636. Knowing that there is a large increase in the population to the north of the Molong line, and 
putting on one side all personal feelings in the matter, which of the whole of the lines suggested do you 
think would be the proper one to construct in the interests of the community? I think the Borenore line, 
because there are so many good farms out here to the south, round Barrigan, Cargo, and towards the 
Canoblas. I think they grow better crops in that direction.
5637Would not the people at the Canoblas be served by the line from Orange to Borenore ? Tes ; on 
one side, but not on the other, where you go down to Paling Tard Creek, Cave Creek, and Big Flat.
5638. Would not Barrigan be served by a line from Cowra quite as well as by a line from Borenore ? The 
people at Barrigan could get to this line at Long’s corner or Toogong ; 7 miles would be the furthest, and 
going to Canowindra there would be 12 miles, a difference of 4 or 5 miles.
5639. Tou are only 15 miles from Borenore, and having a good road to that place do you not think that 
you are already fairly served by a railway, and much better served than many other parts of the colony ?
There are thousands of tons of straw going to waste this year for want of railway communication, and 
within 6 miles of Cudal 32,000 bushels of wheat have been grown. A threshing machine this year has 
threshed 8,000 bags ; then a great deal has been stripped, and there is a lot more remaining to be threshed.
So far 32,000 bushels have been stripped and threshed. Gavin, Baker and E. Taylor, -junior, have grown,
8,000 bushels between the three.
5040. What is the population of this place 1 Over 300.
5641. Within what radius ? Within 2i miles of this place. '
5642. Is there anything you would like to add to the evidence you have already given ? I should like to
give my reasons for thinking that the Borenore line is the best. I have been travelling round the district 
for about twenty years. I have been nearly all over the Molong district, and I admit that there is good as 
well as bad land in it. The reason I think this is the best line is, that there are so many persons settled 
upon it. The land on both lines was at one time open for selection, and if the land on the other line had 
been as good as it is there I think there would have been more people settled upon it, and that there would 
have been more business places. From Borenore to Eugowra there are twelve public-houses, and five 
billiard-tables, paying to the Government £410 a year. On the Parkes line there are only three public- 
houses paying to the Government £90 a year—a difference of £310. On this line there are eight stores 
from Borenore to Eugowra, two telegraph offices, one flour-mill, one bank, a savings’ bank and money- 
order office, two Schools of Art, a Good Templar’s hall, seven schools within half a mile of the road, a 
Catholic chapel, an English church, four blacksmiths’ shops, two saddlers’ shops, two bakers, two shoe
makers, two harness-makers, and three police stations. On the Molong line you will find none of these places 
—there are only three public-houses, and two little stores ; there are no banks and telegraph offices ; there 
was a constable stationed at Manildra for a few months, but he had nothing to do there, and the Govern
ment shifted him. Then there is a running creek of water within sight of the railway for 46 miles from '
Borenore to Eugowra, with the exception of the first 5 miles.
5613. Does not the Borenore line pass through some large estates which are not at all likely to be subdi
vided ? This line for 25 miles, from Borenore to Toogong, runs through twenty-four land-holdings—take 
Keenan’s first—the line goes through his land for about 3£ miles ; the next is Mr. Smith’s—it goes through 
his land for 3-J miles.
5644. What length of the line goes through the Toogong Estate ? I could not say positively, but I should 
think about 4 miles.
5645. That is about 11 miles of large estates through which the line passes out of the 25 miles between 
Toogong and Borenore ? Tes; but you must not include Toogong—it is 25 miles up to Toogong.

- 31 («)—II 5646. ~
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Mr. ________o.......... __o...................... ................................................... .......... .................... ...... -j — 0______ o-
Sl. Taylor, sen. a gold-field reserve, which goes down to Long’s Corner ; then from there there is a travelling stock reserve.

5647. Is there any particularly good timber about there for building purposes, or for railway construction ? 
6 Mar,, 1890.1 do not think there is about here, close to the line.

5648. You said just now that the land on this line had been more readily selected than the land upon the 
Molong line, and you inferred from that that the land here was a better quality—where did the western 
outlet from Orange go before the Molong railway was constructed—did it go towards Parkes, or was it 
along this road ? The western outlet was along the Porbes-road, of course.
5649. Would not that fact of itself be sufficient to account for the population along the road ? I do not
think selectors who wanted to take up land would care much about the western outlet. '
5650. But you have referred to the general population—do yrou not think that such an immense traffic as 
you have had along this road, would be likely to cause settlement? I think it might to a certain extent, 
because, of course, business-people go where the traffic is.
5651. Then the increased population will not necessarily show that the land was better, although it might 
show that there was more traffic along the road than along the Parkcs-road ? Molong is an older town 
than Orange, and also Wellington; and if the land there had been good it would, 1 suppose, have been 
taken up eagerly.
5652. Is not a good deal of the land round about Molong locked up in largo estates ? I do not know 
about that. But Molong was a town twenty-five years ago.

m
6646. To ffn thrniifiii tho estate von wonlrl he about 99 miles from BorenoveP YftS* then veil P'0 throusrh
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Mr. Charles Schramme, Hon. Secretary of the Cudal Bailway League, sworn and examined:—
C. Schramme. 6653. Mr. Lee.'] You reside at Cudal ? Yes ; I have been living at Cudal about two years ; but I have 
^N been living within 3 miles of the town about sixteen years. My occupation has been farming ; but I 

6 Mar., 1890. am not doing anything in particular now.
5654. Have you taken much interest in this question of railway communication ? I have since I hare, 
boon living in Cudal.
5655. Is there a railway league in Cudal ? Yes ; I am the honorary secretary of the league.
5656. Has the league had any public meetings ? Yes.
5657. Have they prepared any statistics, in tabulated form, to be submitted to the Committee ? Yes; I 
have some statistics—they are of various descriptions. It has been stated in Molong that the majority of 
the population on the Borenore and Porbes railway route is on the north side. I have pirepared a list, 
showing all the names of the holders on the north side, and all on the south side of the line, within 7 miles 
of the proposed route. They are taken from Cheeseman’s Creek to Toogong. I now hand in the names 
on the south side and on the north side, as an exhibit for the information of the Committee.
5658. How have these statistics been collected? By two persons who should have been present to-day.
5659. Hid you collect any ? Ho ; they were collected by my authority.
5660. Are you prepared to swear that they are correct ? I am prepared to swear that they arc a correct 
copy of what I have received.
5661. The total number in the list, purporting to be the holders on the south side, is 143 ? Yes.
5662. And the number on the north side is sixty ? Yes.
5663. Are any residents in the Murga district included in these lists ? Ho.
5664. Are we to understand that they refer only to the country between Cheoscman’s Creek and Toogong? 
Yes ; I can also give you a list of the number of persons holding land between Borenore and Checseman’s 
Creek—you will see that the number of holders is twenty-two.
5665. Do you also hand in a list showing the names of holders through whose land the Borenore line will 
pass, if constructed from Cheeseman’s Creek to Toogong ? Yes.
5666. I see that No. 2, the Hon. John Smith, at Boree, has no acreage given ? I could not ascertain it.
5667. The acreage is wanting in several other cases I see ? Yes, I could not ascertain it. In some of 
these instances the line passes through only a small portion.
5668. Who collected the statistics ? Pcrcival Gavin and William Cragie.
5669. Are they paid collectors ? Yes, they are paid by the day.
5670. Are these returns certified by the holders of the land ? They have not seen the documents, I think 
—they simply gave the acreage to the collectors.
5671. Have you checked the list to see that it is correct ? I have not looked at the map.
5672. You have taken it for granted that the return is correct ? I have no reason to doubt it.
5673. Still, you cannot swear that it is absolutely correct? No. I also hand in a summary of the 
population and produce returns, taken from Borenore to Murga, within 7 miles of the proposed Borenore, 
Cudal, and Forbes railway route ; it shows that there are 376 holders of land, a population of 2,334, and 
that the acres of holdings are 245,693.
5674. Ax-e the leaseholds included ? Yes; the acres cleared number 24,631; the acres under hay are 
2,968 ; under wheat, 12,450 ; under oats, 404; under barley, 51 ; under maize, 2,238. There are 91,791 
sheep, 3,212 horse, 5,659 cattle, and 885 pigs. Allowing an average of 2 tons of hay, 25 bushels of wheat, 
40 bushels of oats, 15 bushels of barley, and 20 bushels of maize per acre, which is a very moderate 
average for this season’s crops in this district, the yield will be 5,936 ton of hay, 311,250 bushels of wheat, 
16,160 bushels of oats, 765 bushels of barley, and 44,760 bushels of maize. To this may be added from 
Cargo, Mogong, Nerang, Canowindra, and other places south of the line, 40,000 bushels of wheat ; and

. from Gregra, Manildra, and Mandagery, 10,000 bushels of wheat giving a total of 361,250 bushels of
wheat grown within a reasonable distance of the proposed route, with other produce in proportion.

. 5675. Ho you really know whether 361,250 bushels of wheat have been grown this season ? I believe so.
5676. But can you give me any evidence of it ? The farmers will give you evidence as to the returns of
their wheat. “
5677. But you furnish us with this return as evidence ; if it is not authentic it is of no value ; it is use
less, unless^ you can swear to the correctness of it. We do not want an estimate if we can get exact 
returns. You say that the figures you give represent a fair average of the crops of this year ? I believe 
they are a fair average for this year. I am sure there must be as much wheat as the quantity stated.
5678. But how'do you know that this wheat was grown ? The acreage is given by the farmers themselves.
You have the number of acres under crop. ’ 5679.
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5679. Only for certain portions ; I see no returns from Mogong, Cargo, and Nerang? It is only an Mr-
estimate. My estimate of the wheat grown at Canowindra is 40,000 bushels, and there is an official Schramme. 
record showing that more than 40,000 bushels wore grown at Canowindra this year. The return is, I g 
believe, sent to the Molong office. I am satisfied if any wheat is grown at all they must have grown this ° ’’ '
quantity. I can find three men in the district who have grown 10,000 bushels of wheat. .
5680. But what we want is some evidence of the fact ? I believe the estimate I have given to be correct;
I would not make a false statement. '
5681. Not willingly, I am sure. But in preparing statistics it is very difficult to obtain -the matter upon 
which to proceed, consequently persons fall back upon information gathered from various sources, and 
from that they form an estimate ; this we have already found to be the case in the course of our investi
gation. It is of no use to load the evidence with a lot of figures which are absolutely useless ? These 
statistics were collected by two persons who will swear to-morrow that they are truthfully given. If the 
farmers state that they grew so much wheat, we must take their word for it. We cannot thresh or 
measure their wheat. The quantity of wheat may appear to you to be large, but in the Molong statistics 
they put down the wheat produce of Toogong, Cudal, and Canowindra, at about 248,000 bushels, and they 
say that the Molong portion alone produced about 290,000 bushels. Now, the reason why it appears so 
from the police statistics is that the police in Molong have collected a portion of their statistics about 7 
miles south of the Borenore-Forbes line. The district is apportioned out to the police in a peculiar manner 
in that respect, and instead of this return applying to the Molong portion of the district alone, it applies 
to the whole of the remaining portion of the electorate. I am referring now to the statistics given by the 
Molong people as belonging to the Molong district alone. The Molong police have been 7 miles to the south 
of Cheeseman’s Creek also. If the amount of wheat grown in that portion of the electorate is deducted 
this line, as far as the head of Oakey Creek, and they have taken nearly the whole of the statistics of 
from the Molong portion, and added to the Cudal portion, as it should be, it would make a material 
difference in the statistics produced at Molong. The police statistics are not really applicable to railway 
purposes. Molong is on one side of an electorate which is about 48 miles across.
5682. Tou think then that the Molong people, in giving their returns, have included some portions which 
should have been included in Cudal ? Yes.
5683. Have you not included some portion of the Molong district ? No.
5683$. Do you not think that Manildra belongs to the Molong district ? Tes.
5684. But you have included it in your returns ? A portion of it.
5685. Have you included Canowindra in your returns ? That is to the south of the line.
5686. Do you not think the Canowindra people might feel aggrieved at your taking possession of their 
statistics ? I think not.
5687. Tou think it is fair for you to make use of their returns for other districts, but that it is not fair 
for Molong to make use of your returns ? They do not apply to railway matters.
5688. Tou include the Canowindra returns in your list ? Tes.
5689. Have you any reason to suppose that the Canowindra people would send their traffic to Borenore 
if the line were constructed ? I am certain they would.
5690. To what point ? To Cudal or Toogong.
5691. Are you aware that the Canowindra people are almost as close to the Murrumburrah line at about 
Cowra as they would be to this line ? That may possibly be the case.
5692. Are they not using the Cowra line at present ? I do not know; but they may be using it because 
they have not a better line to use.
5693. Seeing that the Canowindra people are closer to Cowra than to Borenore, or any point upon the 
the proposed Borenore line, do you think they would be likely to send any traffic to that line ? I think 
so; because Orange is the inland town for this district. Most of the produce goes to Orange, not 
Blayney.
5694. Are there not other towns buying wheat ? There might be a long way to go, and if the farmers 
could get a nearer market they would avail themselves of it.
5695. But would any farmers be likely to cart their produce the longest distance to a railway station ?
It depends upon where they can get the best market.
5696. Then on your own showing you have included in your returns the Canowindra district, when'it is 
clearly proved that it cannot be brought within as easy influence of the Borenore line as on the Cowra 
line ? There would be a difference of about 2 miles in the distance, and when the wheat is on the waggon 
they would not consider a distance of 2 or 3 miles.
5697. If you had the choice would you cart the longer or the shorter distance ? If I had the choice 
I should take my wheat to Orange, because I should get quite as good a price there, and it would be nearer.
5698. But would you cart it to Toogong, or Eugowra, to send it to Orange ? I might, send it to 
Toogong, if residing in the Canowindra district.
5699. Why ? I should send it to the nearest market. I do not think there is a bushel of wheat that 
goes to Molong from this district. It. goes chiefly to Orange and Sydney ; but as I have pointed out 
Orange is the chief market for this district. The statistics are not particularized so far as Canowindra 
and Manildra are concerned. I added them to show that they would feed this line if it were constructed.
5700. The Canowindra people have sworn distinctly that they would not send anything by this line?
The three persons who gave that evidence do not represent Canowindra.
5701. But would not they represent it quite as well as you do Cudal? No ; they are merely expressing
their own individual intentions, whereas, as Secretary of the Cudal Railway League, I represent and 1 :
express the sentiments of the people. .
5702. Tour additions to your local statistics have made them of no value ? The local statistics are given ‘ '.
separately, I merely added the others to show the probable traffic on the line. I have to add some' - 1
statistics as to the public schools. I find that the number of public schools between Borenore and Murga
within 8 miles of the suggested line is 27. - ■
5703. I see your return includes other matters ? Tes. • ■ ».
5704. First as to the public schools and the enrolment of the children—from what sources did you get 
this information ? From the school books.
5705. Is that last year’s education report ? Tes, ifie report for 1888. '
5706. How did you arrive at the number of letters posted at the various offices ? Fri m the official
Report of the Post Office. 5707,
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The same with regard to the telegrams and money orders ? Tes.
How did you arrive at the estimated population of 3,200 ? Trom statistics.
What statistics are available for that purpose ? The returns prepared by the collectors. I will 

‘ now hand in statistical returns illustrative of the population in the district through which the Borenore 
line will pass. The returns are taken within 8 miles of the proposed line, and have been compiled by the 
Committee of the Cudal Bailway League from official Government reports, and other reliable sources for 
the year 1888.
5710. Is there any other information you can give the Committee ? I can give you some information as 
to the traffic at Borenore. I wrote to Mr. Smith, Messrs. Wright, Heaton’s Manager, at Borenore 
yesterday, and I have received from him some particulars as to the traffic. He sends me the following 
letter:—

Borenore, March 5th, 1890.
Dear Sir,

Your letter of the 4th instant reached me this morning. It is with feelings of sincere regret that I cannot 
comply with your request. I have done my best to get the book-keeper from Orange office, but he is too busy to relieve 
me. I should be only too glad to render you the assistance required, but as I cannot comp in person, I will send you the 
evidence which I would give, hoping that it will be of some material use.

Borenore Station, J anuary 1st, 1889, to December 31st, 1889.
Inwards.—Borenore, 570 tons; Cudal, 500 tons ; Toogong, 17 tons ; Murga, 25 tons ; Eugowra, 130 tons ; Forbes, 

1,180 tons ; Burrawang, 90 tons ; Borambil, 34 tons ; Condobolin, 380 tons ; Mount Hope, 26 tons. Total, 2,952 tons. 
Wool received at Borenore Station, September 1st, 1889, to December 31st, 1889, 8,989 bales.

Outwards.—1889, 4,294 tons; coaching, 1889, £855 12s. lOd. ; 1,674 passengers, £530.
Wheat received at Borenore Station, January 1st, 1890, to March 6th, 1890—•

January, 1,400 bags ; February, 6,300 bags ; March (six days), 1,700 bags. I have allowed 290 bags for to-morrow, 
this will be about the quantity to come in.

You can explain when giving the evidence that the traffic at this station, so far as goods and wool are concerned, 
would be as much again if all the traffic came this way, but on account of Cowra station opening, fully half the traffic goes 
that way. *

We pay to the railway an average of £9,000 per annum for trainage, and other accounts which pass through our 
hands, but on which we do not pay the trainage, would amount to £4,000, making a total of £13,000.

Wishing you every success. Yours, &c.,
JNO. SMITH.

Any further information you require wire me to-morrow, and I will furnish.
To C. Schramme, Esq., Hon. Secretary, Cudal Railway League, Cudal.
I have papers showing the population of Cudal, and it can be proved that the correct population is given. 
I will hand you in the names of the persons, and that will verify the totals of the other lists 1 have 
given.
5711. What further evidence have you to give ? I have been a long time in the district, and I have travelled 
on both routes. I know the Parkes route very well. I travelled on it eight or ten years ago. When I 
came here to select I rode all over the district. I visited Mandagery Creek and Meranburn. I concluded 
that the land here was the best, and I settled down here. 1 have not been sorry that I did so. There is 
no better land in Hew South Wales than ours, excepting, perhaps, some of the river flats. I do not think 
the land is surpassed anywhere for its wheat producing capabilities—it is by no means an extraordinary 
thing to grow 40 bushels of wheat to the acre—men have grown that this year.
5712. How long is it since you were through the Molong district? I have not been from" Molong to 
Parkes, but I have been from Boree.
'5713. Have you been north of Parkes to Kadina and Trundle ? Ho.
57^. Have you been north of the line between Molong and Manildra? Hot very far.
'5715. Have you been 15 or 20 miles up ? Ho.
5716. Consequently you are quite ignorant as to what population there might be there? Tes.
5717. Tour knowledge is based on information you have gained in the district ? Tes. I may say, that
instead of people having to travel via Parkes to go to Porbes, they often have to go to Porbes in order to get 
to Parkes, the Parkes country being so bad that it is very difficult to travel over.
5718. Mr. Cox.~\ Is there any traffic to Canowindra on this road now ? I think so. There is a lot of
traffic coming in from the eastern part of Canowindra. I often see people from Canowindra here.
5719. Do you know that goods pass through Cudal en route to Canowindra ? I have no personal knowledge 
of the matter.
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FRIDAY, 7 MARCH, 1890.

[The Sectional Committee met at the Court House, Cudal, at 9
fjlraaent:—

JAMES EBEHEZEB TOHKIH, Esq. (Chaieman).

The Hon. Geoege Henet Cox | William Speingthobpe Dowel, Esq.
Chaeles Aleeed Lee, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Molong to Parkes and Porbes.

Mr. Edward Taylor, senior, sworn and further examined:—
Mr. E. Taylor, 5720. Chairman^ I believe you wish to make a further statement to the Committee ? I said yesterday 

oenior. that the distance from here to Borenore was 15 miles, whereas it is 18 miles.

7 Mar., 1890.

Mr. Alfred Percival Gavin, farmer, sworn and examined
Mr. _ 5721. Mr. Zee.] Where do you reside ? At Cudal.

A. P. Gavin. 5722. What is your occupation ? I am a farmer. _
7<Mar^l890 Were you employed by the Cudal Bailway League to collect statistics ? Tes.

ar’’ 5724. Have you any data by you to check the numbers given ? Tes.
5725. What did you do with the statistics gathered by you ? I merely copied them as you see them here,
and handed them to the Eailway League—there is the rough copy as I took them. ___ _
5726. Tou simply carried out your instructions ? That is all. 572/.
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5727. How did you arrive at tlie number of bushels per acre on the several farms ? Chiefly by average.'
I took the acreage and the yield of several farms in the neighbourhood and I averaged them. Gavm.
5728. When did you collect these statistics ? In the latter part of October of last year. ^
5729. Had the wheat crop been threshed for the past year ? Yes; but we were collecting for the year ar'’ ‘ 
coming, and were taking the acreage under crop then.
5730. This is the acreage estimated for 1890, and the crop was then growing? Yes.
5731. Supposing something had destroyed all the crop, where would your statistics have been? We 
had the acreage, and as none of the crops were destroyed we can easily arrive at an average.
5732. The growing crops were estimated to give this result—were they matured ? Yes.
5733. At that time they were only partially grown ? Yes.
5734. Then as to the number of stock how did you arrive at that ? By taking down all the stock every 
person had.
5735. How far did you go on the north side of Cudal ? About 6 miles at the furthest—not that I think, 
perhaps about 5 miles.
5736. Do you know the Orange and Parkes Hoad ? Yes ; I went just to the border of that.
5737. Did you go to Cargo ? Yes, as far as Cargo.
5738. Did you go to Mogong ? No.
5739. To Nerang? No.
5740. To Canowindra? No.
5741. To Gregra ? Yes ; I went as far as Gregra.
5742. Manildra? No.
5743. Mandagery ? I hardly know where the parish begins.
5744. If you did not visit these places how did you ascertain the quantity of wheat they grew? I scarcely 
know wdiere some of them begin and end.—some of them may come nearly into Cudal.
5745. If you do not know, how can you you possibly give the returns—you say you did not go to 
Canowindra? Mr. Craigie collected there, and also on the Mandagery.

Mr. William Craigie, mail contractor, sworn and examined :— '
5746. Mr. Lee.'] What are you ? I am a mail contractor. Mr
5747-8. Eesiding at Cudal ? Yes. . _ . W. Craigie.
5749. Were you appointed Collector by the Cudal Eailway League ? Yes; I acted in conjunction with
Mr. Gavin. _ 7 Mar., 1890.
5750. What portion did you take ? The lower portion of the Mandagery Creek. • I followed it down a 
little below Toogong, and out upon the Canowindra Eoad for a few miles towards Mogong.
5751. Do you support the statements of your colleague as to the way in which the statistics were
collected? Not exactly. When I collected the statistics the hay harvest was in. I asked the acreage .
the farmers had and the crops they had in. The estimate was to be struck afterwards, from the returns 
after threshing. That, I believe, has been done. No estimate was taken of the yield of that crop.
5752. Then how did you get at the figures ? I asked how many acres they had under each kind of crop.
I asked the acreage of their holding and the number of acres cleared. I also asked what they intended 
to make hay of, and what they intended to cut for wheat. _
5753. But as to the yields ? There was no return given to me. I asked them, and they said they could 
not estimate it, and that the best way to obtain it would be after the crop was gathered.
5754. They gave you the acreage of their holding, and they told you what they intended to cut for hay
and what they would leave for wheat ? Yes. .
5755. They gave you no figures as to the results ? No. ■ ■
5756. And you are unable to swear to these figures ? In many cases I knew the acreage and the number 
of stock; the yield of grain I could not swear to. I have worked myself, on two or three of the farms, 
and having taken the census, I know their returns. I assisted one person named Taylor to gather his 
crop, and it averaged nearly seven bags to the acre.
5757. In any case you cannot vouch for these figures, because they were not given to you ? No.

Mr. William Shield, storekeeper, sworn and examined :—
5758. Mr. Gox^\ What is your occupation ? I am a storekeeper in the town of Cudal.
5759. Have you been, long a resident in this district ? About forty-two years.
5760. You are well acquainted with its surroundings ? lam. __
5761. Do you know the country well, through which a railway from Borenore to Eugowra would" ^ar-> 1890. 
pass ? Yes.
5762. You know it all thoroughly on both sides ? Yes.
5763. Are you equally acquainted with the other land—from Molong to Parkes and Porbes ? I am ; but 
I have not been over that line so recently as I have been over this. I knew the country where the line 
goes, when it was simply a bridle track to the westward ; I have known it over forty years.
5764. The Cudal line has been settled much longer than the country on the other line—farms have been 
here much longer ? Yes, I think so.
5765. Is that on account of this being the great highway to the west ? This has been the great highway 
to Porbes, and down the Lachlan ; Parkes was on a by-road going to Gunningbland.
5766. You have some practical knowledge of farming ? I have.
5767. In your opinion which line of these two passes through the better country ? Decidedly this line,. 
via Cudal.
5768. Why do you say so ?. Because there is more good agricultural land on this line than on the other.
There is some good land on the other line, 7 or 8 miles from Molong, at Garra and Manildra. There are 
also some patches beyond, but not to any large extent until you get within 5 or 6 miles of Parkes.
5769. On this line is the land all good, or is it only patchy ? There are patches on this line, of course, as
you yourselves must have noticed yesterday as you passed through Goimbla and Murga, and the Bocks 
this side of Eugowra. . '
5770. With those exceptions the whole of the country on this line is good? With those exceptions the
country, and especially that to the south of the surveyed line, via Cudal, cannot l?e beaten in New South- 
Wales for the growth of wheat, 5771.

Mr.
W. Shield.
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m There is yet another line projected. I refer to that from Cowra to Canowindra, and on to Porhes
W. Shield. —(j0 y0U tliint- it would be a suitable line in the interests of the community generally, so far as this 

's concerned? I do not think it would benefit Cudal at all. _
* 5772. But I suppose Cargo and Barrigan would benefit from it ? Some of the settlers there might use 

the line, but I do not think the majority would—they do their business with Orange, and would come 
this way.
5773. But there is a bad hill to get up to Orange, from the level ground at Canowindra ? Of course there
is an easier road on the level ground, but it is not a macadamised road, and persons living in this district, 
within 5 miles of Canowindra, do their business with Cudal and Orange. .
5774. Is there much traffic from Canowindra this way ? T7ot exactly from the town, but from 5 or 6 miles 
this way there is. There are several persons living within 7 or 8 miles of the town who do business 
with me.
5775. Some of these persons do business with Orange notwithstanding that they have to climb a big 
mountain in order to do so ? I do not think there is any big mountain, I do not call it a mountain. Of 
course there is a hill, and rather a steep one, I would rather go up that hill, the road being metalled, than 
I would go along a flat road if it were boggy.
5776. What kind of road is it between Canowindra and this place ?. Pretty level.
6777. But none of it is made ? Portions here and there—50 or 100 yards now and again. I think you 
passed over one or two portions yesterday. Now I come to think of it lam not quite clear as to whether 
any of it is metalled or not. .
5778. We have full particulars from another witness as to the statistics of the district. Have you any
thing further to say to the Committee in furtherance of the line we are investigating or in opposition to 
it? I believe a line via Cudal would be of more advantage to the district, and also to the colony. I am 
certain that there is a larger population on this line than on the other, which in my mind goes to prove 
that the country here must be better. So far as the line passing thorough Meranburn is concerned I do 
not see that we could possibly avail ourselves of it, nor do I see how the persons residing to the south of
this line could do so. The nearest point of the originally surveyed line which could be made use of by
people here would be about 11 miles distant at Manildra.
5779. Tou are aware that a surveyor is now engaged on the survey of a deviation through Bocoble Gap ? 
I know where that line goes very well.
5779J. How far is that away ? The nearest point to Cudal would be at least 8 miles.
5780. Not 4 miles ? • Certainly not.
5781. How far is it from Cudal to Manildra ? About 11 miles. If you go by road you cannot do it 
in less.
5782. So that the deviation via Bocoble Gap would not come south more than 3 miles ? The nearest 
point would be at the back of Mr. Allen’s, about Mr. Wren’s ground.
5783; How far is Mr. Wren’s farm from here ? The first portion would be at least 8 or 9 miles.
5784. That is the nearest point touched by the deviation ? Tes.
5785. So that a line of railway to Molong via Parkes and Porbes would be of little advantage to the 
people unless they lived considerably to the north of this line ? Quite so,—it would be of no advantage 
to the population south of the Cudal line. Drawing their wheat and produce to the nearest railway station on 
the Parkes line, they would have to go not less than 8 miles. They would have in all 28 miles to reach 
Borenore. They would have to pay haulage for that distance.
5786. What you mean to say is, I suppose, that once they get their produce on the dray it does not make 
much difference whether they drive 10 or 20 miles ? I did not say that.
5787. Do you mean to say then that they would save 28 miles of trainage by driving their drays 20 
miles ? No. It is 18 miles from here to Borenore I believe, and many of the farmers or rather the bulk 
of them live some distance to the south of the Cudal line. Many of them do not come to Cudal at all, but in 
going to Borenore they have a good sound road. If they went over the 11 miles between this and 
Manildra they would not have nearly as good a road, and they would have to pay for the haulage of 
their wheat about 14 miles from Manildra to Molong. The difference when they reached here would be 
that they would have to go 18 miles by road instead of 11—there would be a difference of 7 miles.
5788. In the event of a railway being made from Molong to Parkes and Porbes, the Government would 
naturally have good feeders in the shape of good roads—some of the difficulties you mention would there
fore be overcome ? Of course I cannot say that that would not be done, but the principal sources of 
traffic to the line would be to the south of Cudal.
5789. More wheat is grown to the south of the proposed line to Borenore than to the north of it ? That 
depends upon the distance you go ; I could not say that more is grown here if you include Garra. The 
district of Molong extends to Oberley, Buckinbah, Two-mile Creek, and round that way, but the Parkes 
line would be of no advantage to these people—they would go to Wellington and Molong. The only 
thing is that the Parkes line would be of service to the population living actually between Molong and 
Parkes. Of course the population immediately round Parkes would be included.
5790. “ Chairmani] Have you any further statement to make—do you think there is any other line which 
would be of advantage ? I have thought whether it might not be well to construct a line from Borenore 
to Eugowra, and from thence to Parkes, and from Eugowra to Porbes, making a junction at Eugowra. 
That could be constructed, according to the estimates given, for the same money as the line from Molong 
to Parkes—it is all level country between Eugowra and Parkes.
5790^. Mr. Ch.-r.] Tou are aware that a great difficulty in connection with the Borenore line consists in 
getting down the hill to Borenore from Keenan’s Swamp—it is a very heavy grade ? Not heavier than 
those on the Cobar line already passed. My knowledge of the estimated cost and grades of the lines is, 
I may mention, derived from Parliamentary papers.
5791. Chairman.'] Then I may inform you that your figures are not correct? "Then I suppose the papers 
I have read were wrong. My statement in regard to this line is made from what I have read in the 
Parliamentary papers. I would not make a misstatement wilfully.
5792. The cost of this line is estimated to be £6,444 per mile, and of the other line, £5,700 por mile ? 
That is different from what I have heard before, but I do not see how any person outside of the Depart
ment could have any knowledge of the cost of construction beside that which he gathers from Ihe public press.
5793. Is there any other statement you desire to make ? Well, the line from Borenore to Porbes would
he the shorter distance to Sydney’. ' ■ 5794.
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5794. But not the shortest piece of construction? The shortest when completed by 17 miles. It seems 
to me that that shorter distance would make up for the additional cost of construction.
6795. The argument used by the Forbes people was to this effect—that if they used a railway via Parkes 
and Molong, they would have to carry their produce 17 miles further than they would coming this way 
for all time to come ? Exactly ; and many other persons would be affected by the longer distance.

Mr. John Taylor, farmer, sworn and examined:—
Mr. Dowel.'] Where do you reside ? A mile from Toogong.
How long have you been in the district ? Twenty years.
What is your occupation ? I am a farmer.
What is the size of your holdings ? About 720 acres. ,
How many acres have you under cultivation ? About 110. .
What do you chiefly grow ? Wheat, chiefly.
Do you find the growth of wheat a profitable industry ? Tes, if I can obtain anything like a price

I should not think so.
Wheat, potatoes, and corn, although corn does

6796.
5797.
5798.
5799.
5800.
5801.
5802. 
for it
6803. What are the average crops you grow ? There is a very great difference. My lowest average in 
an ordinary year would be about 20 bushels to the acre—for one or two years I had no crops at all, or 
nearly none. I have had, for instance, 7 or 8 bushels to the acre, and in a good year I have had as much 
as SSJ- and 35 bushels.
5804. With your average crops, if you had a market for your produce, wheat-growing would be a profit
able industry in the district ? I think so.
5805. Do you know the character of the country and the nature of settlement in this district ? Tes, I
have travelled the line between Orange and Porbes hundreds of times. -
5806. Tou are well acquainted with the character of settlement in the district? Tes. .
5807. Is the settlement in large or in small holdings ? In small holdings principally.
5808. Do the men with these holdings appear likely to reside upon them permanently and to continue
their industry ? Tes. -
5809. They are not likely to sell to a pastoral tenant ?
5810. Can you say what this soil is capable of growing ? 
not seem to do as well in this district as other crops.
5811. Do orchards and vineyards do wrell ? Pretty well in places. Some people seem to do well with
them. .
5812. What is your average crop of potatoes ? I have not measured the ground or weighed the potatoes,
but I have had what I estimated to be 6 tons to the acre. . .
5813. What does it cost you at the present time fo convey your wheat to a railway station ? I have- 
carted my own wheat, but I heard my neighbours say that they had to pay Is. 6d. a bag to get it carried 
to Borenore—they made an agreement, and in some cases the carriers even then refused to carry.
5814. Do you know the route of the staked-out line between Borenore and Cudal ? Tes.
5815. Tou are acquainted with Dr. Boss, M.P., I suppose ? Tes.
5816. Is the statement he made to the Minister on 17/9/84 correct—that this line would pass through 30 
miles of private land ? I do not think the statement is correct.
5817. Is he correct in stating that it would pass for a mile through a bottomless swamp ? I suppose he' 
alludes to Keenan’s Swamp, and the line can cross that swamp in a great deal less than a quarter of a 
mile—it is not only not bottomless, but as a carrier on this road for many years, I have known cattle to, 
walk across it on firm ground.
5818. Is it true that Mr. Sharkey got bogged there, and that they had to haul him out with a team of 
bullocks ? I do not know. I have seen people bogged on dry land before to-day.
5819. Is the statement correct that much of the country through which this line would pass is liable to, 
floods ? No ; it is not.
5820. Then you directly contradict statements Dr. Boss made to the Minister ? I do not care whom L 
contradict—I am speaking the truth.
5821. Is it true that population on this line is scanty, and that Cudal is the only centre ? If you consider,
it a scanty population to have a man and his family living on every 300 acres, and in some cases less, then 
it is scanty. " ’ -
5822. Is the statement true ? It is not true. There are many families living in this district on from 40
acres up to a section. •
5823. Is it true that this line would serve fewer people than either of the other routes ? It is.not true.' 
5S24. Tou give your emphatic denial to the statements made by Dr. Boss to the Minister ? That, I do.
5825. Do you know anything about the line referred to this Committee for investigation ? I have 
travelled the road from Orange and Boree to Parkes by team many years ago, but I have not travelled it. 
since the railway was marked out., I understand that it partly follows the direction of the road—that is,. 
by Meranburn, Manildra, Dulladerry Creek, and Bumberry.
5826. Do you know the country between Eugowra and Parkes ? Tes.
5827. Having resided in the district for so long, and knowing the district so well, together with the
class of people settled in it, and the nature of their occupation, do you think that a railway should be 
constructed along the permanently-staked-out route from Borenore, via Cudal, to Porbes ? I certainly 
am of that opinion. .
5828. Do you know of any other line which will serve our district ? I do not know of any other line so '■
likely to be a paying line. There is any amount of good land on it, and that cannot be said of other 
places, as far as I know them. The land is well settled at the present time; it is all taken up—a man 
cannot get a farm of good land unless he goes on to a reserve. .
5829. Have you as good a knowledge of the route from Molong to Parkes as you have of this route ? '■
No, I have not; but I have a pretty good general knowledge of the country to the north. •
5830. Tou think the line via Cudal should be constructed in the interests of settlement ? Tes.
5831. Is there anything else you would like to say to the Committee? I consider that the other route, 
from what I know of the country, would not bear comparison with this one. There is a good deal of '• 
sterile country that could not be made to grow anything; no man of sense would take any trouble with

- it.
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. it. I have been told that it has been said that there is splendid timber on the other route. As far as I 
' can recollect, I saw no timber on that route which would compare with the timber to be found within 5 

1890 In^es °f this route.
5832. What is the character of the timber on this route ? Ironbark and red-bos, and the box is supposed 
to be superior to the ironbark.

R 5833. 
^ 5831
^5,. 5835;

5837.
5838.
5839.
5840.
5841.
5842.

Mr. Walter Eennie Murray, farmer, sworn and examined:—
Chairman.'] What are you ? I am a farmer.
Where do you reside ? On Mandagery Creek.
To the north of Cudal ? To the north-west of Cudal.
How far is your farm from the township of Cudal ? About 7 miles.
How far is it from Meranburn or Manildra ? About 7 miles.
Then you are half way between the two places ? Tes.
What is the area of your holding ? 300 acres.
How much of it have you under crop this year? I have about 106 acres under crop.
Of what did it consist principally ? Of wheat, hay, potatoes, and pumpkins.
Do you know what your average of wheat was? I had between 1,600 and 1,700 bushels off .100

acres.-
5843. Have you long cultivated your land for wheat ? About sixteen years.
5844. What has been the average crop ? The crop I have given you is not over the average.
5845. But there have been years when you had scarcely anything ? Last year we had a very poor crop.
5846. Tour average then has been fully 16 or 17 bushels ? I think that is a fair average.
5847. Have you, as a rule, a good crop of hay? I have had about 3 tons to the acre, of wheaten hay, 
this year.
5848. Is it a good district for potatoes ? Fairly good.
5849. What is the lowest price for wheat on the ground which would enable you to live and keep your
family ? We have to live on it, and draw it to Borenore for 2s. lOd.
5850. What is it worth to draw it to Borenore from your farm ? 6d. a bushel.
5851. Then you could grow wheat remuneratively for something like 2s. 6d. a bushel ? Tes.
5852. If you were guaranteed 2s. 6d. a bushel for as much wheat as you could grow would you put more 
than 100 acres under wheat ? I think so.
5853. Would the line which has been referred to the Committee be of any great advantage to you if 
constructed ? I am midway between the two places. Taking everything into consideration, I do not 
think it would be of as much advantage to me as the line coming this way. The roads this way are better.
5854. Still, the other line would surely be of some advantage to you ? It is a matter of almost indiffer
ence to me which line is made—it is only a question of roads.
5855. Still, if your wish were complied with, the Borenore-Cudal line would be constructed ? I think so.
5856. Are there many farmers in your neighbourhood ? All the available land is taken up.
5857. That is from Cudal right through to Meranburn ? Tes ; excepting the reserves. Tou could not 
select a farm now between the two places.
5858. Is it all good farming country ? It is all good.
5859. Do you know what it would cost you per bushel to send your wheat to Sydney from Meranburn at 
the present rates ? I do not.
5860. Suppose it would cost you 4-jd. a bushel, could you grow wheat remuneratively ? Tes ; consider
ing that wheat is 3s. 6d. a bushel in Sydney now, and that we can only get 2s. lOd. here.
5861. So far as you are concerned, you think that either the line from Borenore to Forbes, or the line 
from Molong to Parkes, would be of great benefit to the farmers in your neighbourhood ? Tes.
5862. Supposing either of the lines were constructed, do you think the farmers in your vicinity would put
a larger number of acres under wheat crop ? I should think so. -
5863. Is there any further statement which you would like to make to the Committee ? There is a good 
timber reserve on the line from Borenore to Forbes.
5864. "Where is it situated? About 4 miles north of Toogong from the railway route.
5865. Do you know the ironbark land on the route from Molong to Parkes ? I have seen it, but I have 
never worked in it, or taken any particular notice of it. The timber on the reserve at Toogong is the best 
ironbark I ever saw in this part of the country. There is also the Hangar reserve. The timber on that 
is principally red-gum, or red-box. As far as the country on the two routes is concerned, I am certain 
that the country on the Borenore route is by far the better. There is certainly a great extent of good land 
this way both north and south of the line. Bight down the valley of the Mandagery there is as good 
land as you will find anywhere in this part of the colony—that is, running down towards Forbes to the 
junction with the Lachlan, below Eugowra—that piece of country contains good land from one end to the 
other.
5866. Do you know the country for some distance to the north of Parkes ? I have been over it.
5867. Have you been up to Kadina ? I do not know it by that name. I know Callumbutta and Grumble 
—that is rough country. There is a lot of mountainous country there running out towards Parkes. It 
is very rough right through from Gumble to Parkes. There is nothing but ironbark ridges.

Mr. Samuel Landauer, sworn and further examined:—
5868. Chairman.] I believe vou have a further statement which you desire to make to the Committee ? 
Tes ; it is with regard to Keenan’s Swamp. The Borenore line would not pass through it for more than

( 2 chains, and the whole distance of purchased land through which the line would pass would not be more 
' than 24 miles, counting large and small holdings. The distance for which the line runs through Mr. 

Smith’s land is about 3i miles. How I am here, I should like to mention that last year being a dry 
season, and wheat being scarce here, I sent 290 tons of flour down the Lachlan, 26 tons between here and 
Canowindra, and down the Lachlan again—about 30 tons of bran, pollard, and wheat. This does not 
include small lots.
5869. This year, I suppose, you will send away still more ? "We have sent nearly as much away already.
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Mr. Cornelius Dempsey, hotelkeeper, sworn, and examined:— .
5870. Jfr. Lee.~] What is your occupation? I am an hotelkeeper and produce-dealer at Cudal. I have „
been here about four and a half years. • . empsey.
5871. Upon what particular point do you wish to give evidence ? I wish to give some particulars as to 7j,,jar jggp
traffic on the road. I know the road from here to Forbes well. '
5872. Will you give us your evidence as to the traffic? There are ninety teams constantly on the road.
5873. Travelling between what places ? Borenore, Forbes, and Condobolin. -
5874. Has the number increased of late years ? Ho, it has decreased since the Cowra railway was 
opened.
5875. Has the opening of the Molong line made any difference to the traffic ? Hone whatever.
5876. This used to be the main line of traffic before the Blayney line was opened ? I have seen thirty
and forty teamsters camped in front of my place at nieht before that line was opened. .
5877. Tou think that the Murrumburrah and Blayney line then, has affected traffic upon this road ? It has 
had a wonderful effect on the traffic.
5878. How many coaches are there on the road ? Tbere is one each way every day—a four-horse coach.
5879. I suppose that since the farmers have co.me in and land has been more freely taken up traffic has 
increased ? The farming traffic has increased wonderfully.
5880. What other evidence do you desire to givo ? I have travelled on both routes. I was a carrier at 
one time, and my opinion is that this is the better route of the two. I am quite certain that if we had a 
railway along here farmers would profit by it. I may mention that I have a chaff-cutting machine. I 
used to send chaff to Sydney and I had to cease sending it on account of the team carriage to Borenore.
We pay 14s. a ton. The reason that a great deal of traffic has gone from here to the Cowra line is that 
there are no macadamised roads in that district, and all the bullock teams have principally left this on 
that account.

Mr. George Gavin, farmer, sworn and examined:—
5881. Mr. Cox.} What are you ? I am a farmer.
5882. How long have you been a resident of Cudal ? About fifteen years.
5883. Where is your farm situated ? It is about 3 miles from Cudal.
5884. How much do you cultivate ? About 300 acres.
5885. What is your chief crop ? Hay, oats, maize, and wheat. I have not a large area under potatoes.
5886. How long have you been cultivating in this district ? About fifteen years.
5887. Of course you must find it profitable or you would not continue to cultivate ? Tou must cultivate 
sometimes even when it is not profitable. It would be more profitable if we had cheaper carriage.
5888. With machinery you can cultivate much more cheaply than you could years ago ? Much more
cheaply. -
5889. Three shillings a bushel now would pay you better than 4s. or 5s. a bushel under the old system 
of reaping by hand ? Tes.
5890. What does it cost you to send your wheat to Borenore ? From where I am farming it would cost 
about Is. a hag as the roads are very good. The distance is only about 14 miles and there is a very good 
road. I generally draw my own produce.
5891. Would a railway benefit you very much ? Decidedly.
5892. In what way ? Well, there is farm produce. I have a lot of stuff going to waste ; it would not ’ 
pay me to cart it. For instance, there is straw, hay, and chaff ; the carriage takes all the profit off it. I 
have 100 tons of straw, which I could not attempt to send to Sydney at the present cost of carriage. .
5893. But you anticipate being able to send your wheat all the way to Sydney at a. little more than the 
rate you now pay to Borenore ? .Inst a trifle more.
5894. Consequently, if you had a railway, you would largely increase your acreage under crop ? I should 
be most happy to do so.
5895. _ What can you clear per acre, faking one year with another ;—can you clear £1 an acre by farming ?
That is a matter which wants consideration. I hardly know what I clear. I suppose I rhust clear that 
or I should not continue. * •
5896. Have you £100 to put in the hank at the end of the year off 100 acres ? I think so.
5897. If you can clear £1 an acre by cultivation it really pays you better than sheep or cattle ? Tes.
I have taken up 96 tons of wheat within the last three weeks to the railway station off my own farm, and 
I have a good deal more to take up. ” “
5898. Tou believe that the farmers all round you would add to their cultivation if they had a railway ?
I am sure they would.
5899. A railway would increase the material prosperity of the district, and would add to the wealth of the 
country ? It would certainly increase our prosperity.
5900. Would a railway via Parkes and Forbes benefit the country—I am not speaking of your particular 
district—as well as a line via Cudal ? I do not think so, for this reason, that it merely skirts the good 
country. The country between Cargo and Meranburn is excellent country, and the line you refer to 
merely skirts it. I think the more fhickly populated districts have a better claim to a railway.

Mr.
G. Gavin,

7 Mar., 1890.

. Mr. William Henry Couch, farmer and grazier, sworn and examined:—
5901. Mr. Dowel.} Where do you reside ? About 7 miles south of this place, by the nearest road, on the Mr-
main road from Orange to Borenore, Canowindra, and Cargo. W. H. Conch.
5902. What is your oceupation ? I am a farmer, and grazier. v
5903. What is the extent of your holding? I hold, in connection with my family, 3,054 acres. ^ Mar., 1890.
5904. What do you chiefly do with the land ? I graze chiefly, but I have been farming pretty exten
sively for the last thirty years. ■
5905. What number of acres had you under crop this last year ? I have been in the habit of cultivating 
for twenty years from 200 to 250 acres. Last year, on account of the trouble in getting away produce 
and so forth, I decreased the area to about one-third. Last, year I had something like 70 acres under crop.
5906. Hnder what crop ? Wheat and hay principally. I had grape vines and things of that kind on 
small areas.

• 31 O)—X 5907.
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^ 5037. What is the carrying capacity of your land ? I have not had less than two sheep to the acre for
W. H.Couc . the last ten years. I have nearly three sheep to the acre now, and I kept nearly two sheep to the acre
7 "Mar/TsS;). ia3t 7-e.ar i]1 a §rea^ drought. _ _ _ _

’’ '5908. What distance is your holding from a railway station ? About 20 miles from Borenore.
5909. What does it cost you to take your produce to that market ? I have sent thousands of bushels to 
Orange, and I never sent a bushel there under 6d. I may say that I cultivate lucerne to a great extent. 
I have about 100 acres of lucerne.
5910. Would that be on the banks of a creek ? Tes.
5911. How does it thrive ? First-class, if it is well cultivated and the land is suitable.
5912. Have you had hay crops from the lucerne ? Not generally ; it is generally eaten by sheep.
5913. Do you irrigate any portion of the land ? No ; but it could be irrigated easily.
5914. What would be your’average crop oflucerne, for hay ? About 2 tons to the acre.
5915. Have you a good knowledge of the district ? I have been thirty years resident here and in the 
vicinity of the Parkes line.
5916. Tou have a knowledge of the Parkes line ? For about 20 or 30 miles out of Molong—no further.
5917. Do you know the traffic on either of the lines of road ? I know the traffic pretty well on this line 
but not so well on the Parkes line.
5918. What is the traffic on the Cudal line ? I only know it in a general way. I have been to Orange 
twice in a coach these last few years. On one occasion, there being nothing special about it, there were 
twelve passengers, and I had to stand about half way to Orange.
5919. What is the traffic between here and Canowindra? There is a fair amount of traffic between the 
two places. Some of the goods manufactured here are used in Canowindra, I believe. I may tell you 
that the teams you passed yesterday, and which camped near the court-house last night, have gone to 
Borenore with wheat, from farms within 7 miles of Canowindra. There is a large mill at Cargo ; that is 
8 or 9 miles in a straight line from here. I have a considerable interest in that mill. I am one of the

' local managers. The mill derives a great deal of its supply from the immediate neighbourhood of Cano- 
• windra, up to the very boundary of the proposed line. Nearly all of that flour_comes on to the road to 

. Borenore. On some occasions we have sold flour to go down the western line to Nyngan and Bourke.
- The teams have been stuck on the road often in wot weather. They have been stuck in the mud, and the

flour being behind, time in arriving at its destination, supplies have been brought from elewhere, and we 
hare had the flour left on our hands on several occasions. On one occasion it was nearly a dead loss. 
The farmers on this side of Canowindra send a small portion to Cudal, but the larger portion they send to 
Borenore, or to the Cargo mill. Teams go weekly with merchandise for the storekeepers of Canowindra 
from the Borenore station.
5920. Is there a flour-mill at Canowindra ? Tes ; but it does not work regularly.
5921. Are you acquainted with the various rival routes as staked out? I have a knowledge of the most 
of them.
5922. Do you know anything of the route staked out from Molong to Parkes ? I have not been over it 
since it has been staked out. I know the country for about 25 or 30 miles. I have resided in it for several 
years, that is until the Land Act of 1801 was passed. I then sought of settling. I did not like the 
country out there. I did not know this part. I was about to settle there when I was recommended by a 
gentleman named Burgess, of Molong, to come out here. In recommending me to come here he used these 
words :—“ There is as much difference between the land down there and up here at Molong as there is 
between chalk and cheese.” I told him that I did not know the country about here, and he offered to show 
it to me. I said that if he wrould do so I would pay him if I took up any land.
5923. Do you find the land upon which you are now settled superior to the land with which you were 
acquainted on the Parkes line? Tes. I took up the land Mr. Burgess told mo, and I paid him £10 two 
days afterwards.*
5924. Having a knowledge of these various routes, which one do you think should be adopted in the interests 
of the general public ? I think that in the interests, of the general public the Borenore and Cudal route 
should be adopted. I would not adopt the Cowra line on account of the scarcity of the population. The 
bullock teams travel that way because there are no metal roads, and there is plenty of turn-out for the 
bullocks, otherwise they would travel on the Borenore route.
5925. Chairman.'] Would not the line from Cowra serve the Canowindra people better than this line ?

' Tes, the people just near Canowindra ; but the chief part of the farms are not close to Canowindra. They
are on this side. I believe it has been sworn at Molong that I hold 5,000 acres, and that there is very 
little settlement in the neighbourhood of Bowen’s Park. The fact of the matter is that I hold, in conjunc
tion with my family, only 3,054 acres. Davy’s Plains station own about the same. I have not an inch of 
property within 4 miles of Bowen’s Park by the nearest road; but I wras counting the farms coming 
along the road yesterday, and within a radius of 2 miles of the Bowen’s Park post-office I counted forty-two.

Mr. Thomas Seale, farmer, sworn and examined:—
t eion'in 5926. Chairman.] What are you? I am a farmer at BowTen’s Park, 3 miles from here. I have been here 

seventeen years.
7 Mar. 1890. 5tt27. What is the area of your holding ? 480 acres. '

’ 5928. What do you do with it ? I till it, and use it for agriculture, principally.
5929. Is it all cleared? No; about 120 acres. ' '

• 5930. What quantity had you under crop last season ? About 90 acres.
5931. Is that the largest crop you have had on it ? No.

■ 5932. What sort of crop have you-had ? Very good. It averages about 19 bushels. I have some statistics
to hand in.
5933. Will they not be included in the statistics handed in by Mr. Schramme ? Tes.
5934. Then you merely wish to confirm his statistics ? Tes. There are two holdings I am not quite sure 
of, and I think the yield is under-estimated.
5935. Are the returns given here in some instances the actual returns of wheat ? Tes. 5936.

* Note (on revision') : This Mr. Burgess is, I am informed, the same gentleman who, in his evidence at Molong, is said 
to have stated that the land in the vicinity of the Cudal route was in every way very inferior to that via Molong and Parkes.
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5936. "Would the line from Molong to Parkes be of any benefit to you"? Not in the least; the Borenore 
line would be much closer.
5937. How far is your land from Borenore ? About 15 miles—I think it is about that distance,—it is 14i 
miles anyway.
5938. If this line were constructed, you would be within about 14 miles of it ? Yes.
5939. Would the Cowra line be of any use to you ? No ; we should be nearer to Borenore.
5940. Do you think that if that line were constructed more land vrould be placed under cultivation than 
you have at present ? I firmly believe that would be the case. More hay—more bulky stuff would be 
grown.
5941. That, of course, would be a great advantage to farmers, because if they saw that the crop was not
going to be of any use for wheat they would turn it into hay ? Yes. .
5942. Consequently the risk in putting in a large crop would be diminished ? Yes. My chief reason for 
advocating the Borenore line is that the country through which it passes is superior to the country on the 
other line.
5943. What could you profitably grow wheat for on the ground, suppose delivery Avere taken at your 
farm ? We could grow it for 3s. if it were taken away from the farm. That would be a much greater 
profit than we derive at the present time.

Mr.
T. Seale.

7 Mar., 1890

Mr. John Baker, farmer, sworn and examined :—
5944. Jlr. Zee.] How long have you resided in the district ? Twelve years ; I am a farmer. Mr.
5945. Where is your farm? At Bowen Park. J. Baker.
5946. Have you anything to add to the evidence of the last witness ? - I must say I would not like to grow
wheat at 2s. 6d. a bushel. 7 Mar., 1890.
5947. What would it pay to grow it at? I believe I can grow it to pay me at 3s. 6d. a bushel, and I can 
grow it as cheaply as any one.
5948. Supposing the buyer took delivery on the farm, wdiat would you sell it at ? I could not live at it 
by selling under 3s. I believe I could live at 3s. a bushel if I put in a lot.
5949. Is it a tolerably certain crop in your part ? It is not a certainty, but we generally get as good a
crop as any one round. '
5950. How do you reckon up your crop;—you do not expect a full crop every year, I suppose ? We do 
not get it.
5951. Do you get one crop in three years ? Yes ; a pretty fair crop once in three years. Last year was 
an exceptionally bad year, and this year is a very good one, but we lost a lot. I believe I lost fully 50 
bags. I could not get it; it laid down.
5952. Is it the extreme dry weather or the extreme wet weather which does you much harm ? Wheat is 
a crop which does not want very much rain.
5953. That being the case, how does it come about that the crop is frequently a partial failure here ? Too 
little rain.
5953|-. Do you suffer from rust or smut? No. On very rich land we may have a little rust, but that '
is all.
5954. Is your grain damaged in any way in consequence of weeds'? No.
5955. Is it good milling wheat ? Yes.
5956. The actual loss is in cultivation, and depends entirely on the season ? Yes ; I have travelled a 

• good bit about New' South Wales, and I never saw better land in my life.
5957. What market have you availed yourself of ? Orange.
5958. How do you get your wheat there ? By team, I sold some at Bathurst. I always deliver at 
Borenore, no matter where I sell. '
5959. What is the distance from Bowen Park to Borenore ? As we have to come round, it is 20 miles 
from my place. We could go nearer, but that is rotten country.
5960. Supposing a decent road were made by the most direct route possible ? Then the distance would 
be about 14 or 15 miles.
5961. Do you ever make use of the Cowra line ? No. '
5962. Do you know anything of the country through which the proposed railway runs from Borenore to 
Porbes ? Not past Toogong. I have been to Molong, but not on the proposed line from there to Parkes.
59P3. Which of the two routes do you favour ? This one, decidedly.
5964. Por what reason ? Because it would suit me, and because I think it would pay, if constructed.
No doubt the population on this line is three to every one on the other line.
5965. How do you know that? Prom statistics ; then there are the public schools to go by.
5966. Your chief reason for advocating this line is, that it would be of benefit to you ? Yes ; and the 
public also.
5967. Is there any available land for settlement in the neighbourhood of Bowen Park? I cannot say 
there is.
5968. Consequently, the approach of the railway will not increase the settlement ? No ; but it will .
increase the area under crop. I shall put more under crop myself.
5969. Would Borenore be the closest point at which you could touch the proposed line ? No ; Cudal 
would be about 4 miles off.
5970. You regard yourself as a resident of the Cudal District? Yes.
5971. If this lino were constructed, you would be within a stone’s throw of it; consequently, it would be
a great and direct benefit to you ? Yes. • '
5972. Mr. Cox.~\ What do you get for your wheat? 3s., delivered at Borenore ; I send it there by my
own teams. ‘
5973. What would it cost you ? If I had to pay, it would cost 4d. a bushel.
5974. That would leave 2s. 8d.? Yes.
5975. How is it that other farmers can live at 2s. 6d. a bushel ? I do not know. I have my own family
to take it off. I can take it off as cheaply as anyone. .

Mr.
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' 'Mr. Isaac Bates, farmer and grazier, sworn and examined :—
Mr- 5976. Mr. Dowel.'] "Where do you live? At Sisters’Hock.

Isaac Bate?. 5977_ "What distance is that from Cudal? About 12 miles as the crow flies direct between here and
_Borenore crossways. I am within 4 miles of Borenore in one direction, and I live near a place called the 7 Mar., 1S9C. Cayes_ " *

5978. What is your occupation ? I am a farmer and grazier.
5979. What is the extent of your holding? 2,490 acres.
5980. What is the nature of the evidence you desire to give the Committee ? For many years I was a 
carrier on the road, and as a carrier I had to travel both ways—sometimes to Forbes and sometimes to 
Parkes. I believe from my own personal observation that the road from Borenore, or from any part 
down this way—from Amaroo for instance—would go through more fertile country than through smaller 
holdings. It would be a shorter road if the roads were equal in everything else.
5981. To what place would it be shorter ? Forbes.
5982. Would it be shorter to Parkes ? Equally to Parkes, I think.
5983. Would you be surprised to learn that there is 11 miles less to construct on the route from Molong 
to Parkes, thence to Forbes, than on any other route ? That may be true as far as construction goes. I 
was thinking of the total distance when the line was constructed. I hear people complain very much of 
having to pay the longer freight.
5984. Tou have a knowdedge of both routes. How long is it since you were on the Parkes route ?
About four years. '
5985. What was the length of your experience in that part of the country ? I was travelling there a 
number of years.
5986. For how many years were you travelling on that road ? About twelve, between Orange and 
Forbes and Molong and Parkes.
5987. Have you been from Parkes to Forbes ? Tes. •
5988. I suppose you did not explore the country at all ? Only when I had to look for my horses. I

■ never went out purposely to explore it. •
5989. Did you notice that it wns fairly settled upon ? I noticed that it was occupied and fairly settled 
upon.
5990. What class of settlement did you notice ? Selectors, chieflj', and occasionally stations.
5991. Had the selectors small holdings ? Tes.
5992. Were they engaged in agricultural and pastoral pursuits ? Tes.
5993. Do you think that the residents in that direction are entitled to railway communication ? Tes ;
I do. .
5994. Do you think this particular line will servo them, and that they will be benefited by it ? Of 
course.
5995. Tou also know the Borenore route—you have travelled over it a great deal ? Tes.
5996. Is the country over which it passes fairly settled? Tes ; in some cases thickly settled.
5997. I suppose you think that those settlers should have a railway ? Tes. Four years ago Forbes was 
a more flourishing town than Parkes, and the soil on the Eugowra-Parkes Boad is of a richer description 
than the soil about Parkes. I am speaking of the soil through which the proposed line passes.
5998. Knowing both routes as well as you do, which do you think should be adopted in the interests of 
the country ? It is a very grave question. I think I am giving a truthful answer to the question when 
I say the Gudal-Forbes line.
5999. Notwithstanding, you think taking into consideration the settlement of the country on the route 
from Molong to Parkes that the people there are entitled to a railway also ? Tes.
6009. Have you any other information hearing on the subject you can give the Committee ? Tes. I 
think a junction at Amaroo should be taken into consideration. There are SI- miles of railway already 
constructed to that point.
0001. Tou think that is the point at which the Forbes line should leave the other line ? Tes; I think 
that should be the starting place.
6002. What is the distance between Borenore and Amaroo ? About 7 miles. It will shorten the line 3h- 
milcs. A great deal of the gradient is taken off by starting from Amaroo and extending to Borenore.
6003. Tou would avoid some of the steeper grades by going round the hills ? Tes.
6001. Do you know anything of the country between Eugowra and Parkes ? No. I know the country 
between Murga and Parkes. I waited on the Minister with a deputation to advocate a line from 
German’s Hill to Cudal. The line is already surveyed. The Cudal people thought the line did not 
come sufficiently close to them, and they threw cold water on it. I believe it would be the best route so 
far as population is concerned.

1G4 ■ PAELIAHESTABY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOKKS.

Mr. Patrick Ryan, farmer, sworn and examined:—
Mr. P. Ryan. 6005. Chairman.] What are you ? I am a farmer.

6006. Where do you reside ? At Mousehole Creek.
7 Mar., 1S90. 6007. Where is that? About 1^ miles from the Boree sheep station.

6008. How far are you from the Borenore Station ? About 11 or 12 miles.
6009. Do jmu know the route of the proposed line via Borenore or Cudal ? I do.
6010. How far would that be from you ? I am about 12 or 15 chains from it, measuring from the 
boundary of my paddock.
6011. Where do you take your produce now ? Borenore.
6012. Do you grow much wheat? Some years about 1,500 ; others, 1,000; and others 700 bushels.
6013. How much have you grown this year ? I had close upon 700 bushels off 30 acres. I have grown 
1,200 bushels off 28 acres.
6014. Have you ever had a year when you have had nothing? Only last year, when no one got any
thing. I have taken 130 tons of hay this year off 40 acres.
6015. What is the lowest price at which you could grow wheat to keep yourself and family ? It is hard 
to say, but I should think from 4s. to 4s. 6d. per bushel.
6016. But taking an ordinary crop could you not grow it for 2s. 6d. on the ground? I could not grow it
for less than 4s. or 5s. at the lowest. 6017.
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6017. How do you keep y'our'bank account going if it costs you about 4s. to grow your wheat, and you Mr. P. Ryan, 
sell it at 3s. ? There would be very little money in the bank at that price.
6018. One man said he put away £100 into the bank from 100 acres after paying all expenses ? Some ^ Mar., 1890. 

■persons may be so situated that they can do that. It depends upon the family. I have been thirty-five
years in the colony. I landed here in 1854. I have travelled in many places to get a home, but I do ■ ■
not think I could get a better one than the one I am in at present. I think the country will be a great 
loser, if the Government do not make the suggested railway from Borenore to Porbes, via Cudal.

Mr. Luke Hughes, publican and farmer, sworn and examined:—
At Cheeseman’s Creek, 9 miles from Cudal, on the main road to6019. M.r Lee?\ Where do you reside?

. Orange.
6020. What are you ? A publican and farmer.
(1021. What is the nature of the evidence you desire to give? I have travelled on both routes, and I 
I think I am in a position to judge as to which would be the better route of the two. I know only a 
portion of the Molong and Parkes line.
6022. What is the use of your saying that you know which is the better route of the two to serve the larger 
number of people if you have not been along both routes? Well I know all the people about here, and 

' the people going by my place.
1 6023. What traffic is there past your place ? There is a great traffic past there to and from the Borenore 
railway station, hut I never kept any account of it. •
6021. How long have you kept your hotel ? About fourteen years.

'6025. Do you remember a time when there was less or more traffic than there is now? I remember a 
time when there was more traffic—that was before the Dubbo railway was opened.
6026. Has the construction of the Murrumburrah railway line taken any traffic off? Tes.
6027. If a line were constructed from Cowra to Forbes, it would take still more traffic and would interfere 
with your business ? Tes.

"6028. If the traffic was kept along this line your business would benefit? Tes.
6029. What particular advantages would accrue to your district if the Borenore line were constructed ?
I think it would be the better paying line—there are more people living along the route. '
6030. But what data have you to go upon—how do you know ? I know most of the people.
6031. Do you know most of the people living on the other lino ? Tes ; I have not travelled the road from
Molong to Meranburn, but I have travelled from Meranburn to Parkes several times. I have been about 
among the farms along both roads. ’ -
6032. I suppose the general opinion in this part of the country is that the Borenore line should he con
structed? Tes.

-6033. Local opinion is almost unanimous in that respect? Tes.
6034. Upon the good old principle of each one for himself? I do not think so.

■ 6035. I suppose you know the wheat growing districts of the west, comprise a very large area within the 
immediate influence of the several suggested lines.from Molong, Cowra, and Borenore—there being such 
an immense area to be served by one line of railway, which'route do you think would serve the greater 
number of inhabitants ? The route from Borenore via Cudal—there is good country on both sides of 
the line.
6036. From a national point of view would that line be the best? Decidedly.

■ Mr.
Jj. Hughes.

7Mar^l890.

Joseph Claxton, Esq., Postmaster at Cudal, sworn and examined:—
6037. 3fr. Cox3\ What position do you occupy ? I am Postmaster at Cudal.
6038. Tou desire to give us some information in reference to the postal returns? Tes. The number of 
letters posted in 1889 amounted to 28,356, showing an excess of 1,000 on last year ; the number of news
papers posted was 0,152. In the Money Order branch the amount issued was £1,707 Gs. 2d., the number 
of orders being 640, the amount paid upon orders was £625 10s. Id., the number of orders being 170. 
The vSavings Bank deposits amounted to £540 14s., the number of depositors being 147. The with
drawals amounted to £362 Is., and the number of withdrawals was 35. The telegraph returns were 
£96 13s. Id., and the number of telegrams 1,630. The stamps yielded £340. I may state that when I 
came here two years ago we had only three hags of mail matter. Since then the correspondence has 
grown to such an extent that we have had to have a special bag from Sydney, making four hags. There 
are about 120 daily papers issued here, I think. The average rainfall has been for the last five years, 25'42 
inches. The Government at the present time pay £497 to Cobb & Co. for the conveyance of mails right 
through to Forbes. The present year shows an increase in business, and there is every prospect of a good 
year before us.
0039. Have you observed whether the coaching traffic is on the increase ? I think so. Since the first of 
the year there have been fairly-loaded coaches both ways;—in fact, I think the loading delays them a 
little.
6040. Do you think this increase is due to the increase in settlement ? Tes. I see a great number of 
strange faces in this district. People from Camden and down that way are coming up here.
6041. Is not a lot of your business caused by the through traffic? I do not think it. There may he an 
odd telegram now and again from coach passengers, hut the increase I have is pretty local.
6042. Mr. Dowel.'] Do you know the country between Eugowra and Parkes ? I have been across several
times. .
6043. What sort of country is it ? It is pretty fair.
6044. Is it level ? I should call it very passable country ; it is not very hilly, but there is a slight fall to 

• the river. .
6045. Do you know of any engineering difficulties in the construction of a railway ? I do not think so ;
there is only a bridge as you come in to Parkes. I have been across several times in an open buggy; the , 
distance is about 32 miles. ’
6046. If a witness at Eugowra said that the route would he impracticable for a railway his evidence 
would not be true ? Not from what I have observed.

J. Claxton 
Esq.

7<Mar!^1890.

Mr.
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Mr. Stephen Tierney, hotel-heeper, sworn and examined:—
Chairman^ What are you ? I am an hotel-keeper.
Where do you reside ? At Keenan’s Bridge, 7 miles this side of Borenore.
What is the nature of the evidence you wish to give the Committee ? I will answer any question, if

6050. Have you been living at Keenan’s Bridge long ? About four and a-half years, and three and a-half 
years at TIeiffer’s Station, on the Borbes-road.
6051. Do you know where the suggested line is pegged out from Borenore to Forbes ? Part of the way ; 
I know the starting-point.
6052. Do you know where the line is marked out from your place to Borenore ? Yes.
6053. You know it has to mount a steep grade ? Yes.
6054. Do you know of your own knowledge whether by making a detour, and going any other way, that 
hill could be avoided ? I do not know.
6055. You know where Amaroo is ? Yes.
6056. Would a line from that point avoid the mountains ? In coming from Amaroo you would have to 
pass the swamp at some place. By coming from Borenore you could practically avoid the swamp.
6057. Has the traffic on the road increased or decreased lately? I can give some facts as regards the 
traffic up to a certain time. A good deal of the bullock-dray traffic goes down to Cowra because there is 
no metal on the roads there. The carrying traffic on October 5th, 1889, represented fifteen passengers ; 
on the 16th, there were twenty-two ; on the 17th, fifteen ; on the 18th, eleven ; on the 19th, four; on the 
20th, three; on the 21st, eight; on the 22nd, eleven; and so on—the total would be 223 from the 15th 
October to the 2nd November inclusive. These passengers passed my residence ; I put them down my
self as they passed. The centre of the road is only 16 yards from my verandah. During the same time 
the coach ran six days a week, and from October 15th to November 2nd, the coaching traffic was 218. 
Prom the 18th February up to last night in the present year, there were 116 passengers by the coach. In 
the first week in March 121 teams passed, and fifty-four passengers were carried. I have never seen 
better traffic on a similar road, than 1 have seen on the Forbes Boad, since I have been in the colony. I 
left New England in 1864, and lived as an innkeeper on the Molong-road, for some years.

Mr. .Andrew George Peterson, farmer and grazier, sworn and examined :—
IMt* A fr * ^ *
Peterson! 6058. Mr. Lee.~\ Where do you reside ? At Gheewong.

—v. 6059. How long have you been there ? I have been there sixteen years ; I am a farmer and grazier.
7 Mar., 1890. 6060. The Committee are desirous of ascertaing what it costs to produce wheat—that is the ploughing, 

harrowing, sewing, reaping, threshing, and bagging—could you tell us ? I could tell you what it costs to 
produce wheat, but I could not speak as fo the cost of the preparation of the land. I will give you the 
cost after the land is prepared. I have men to do work for me and pay for everything. Nearly every
thing is done by contract for me, and I keep a record. My ploughing costs 5s. per acre; the men find 
their own horses, their own horses food, their own food, and I find the ploughs and plough-shares. 
Harrowing at Is. per stroke ; twice over would be 2s. per acre ; the sewing would be 3d. per acre ; the 
seed wmuld be 4s. an acre, and the wrear and tear of ploughing would be about 6d. per acre—that makes 
11s. 9d. for putting the wheat in.. I now come to the harvesting—the stripping is all done by contract on 
a similar arrangement to that wffiich I have mentioned. The man finds his own horses and horse food, and 
I find him in his own food. I pay 4s. 6d. an acre. The cleaning costs 2s. 4d. an acre, including bagging; 
tne -wages of the cook to work for the harvesters is £1 a week, or (say) 6d. an acre ; the rations for 
six men at Is. per head per diem, would be lOd. per acre ; the wear and tear of machinery, oil, twine, and 
needles, I reckon at Is. Id. per acre, making the total cost per acre 21s.; that is what it costs me, and I 
am perfectly certain that the figures are correct.
6061. You appear to have kept an accurate account of your disbursements, and you say that you have to 
pay for all the labour ? Yes ; my own labour goes for nothing in supervision. I may state that so far 
as carriage is concerned I pay 3d. per bushel for carriage to Molong.

, 6062. Then wheat can be produced even if you have to pay for labour at 21s. per acre ? Yes.
6063. Suppose a farmer had several sons capable of assisting in farm work, could wheat not be cultivated 
and produced at even less than 21s. an acre ? I doubt it; you see a man has to keep a family all the year 
round, whereas I keep my men only while the work is going on.
6064. What is your average return ? I have had from 8 to 25 bushels. My farm is 8 miles from here.

. 6065. What did you have this last year ? Sixteen bushels. I lost a great deal; it grew too rank and fell.
6066. What is a fair average crop ? Sixteen bushels to the acre. I am perfectly satisfied that that is as 
much as^ a man would get taking one year with another ; if he gets 3s. 6d. he ought to be satisfied.
6C67. It you get 2s. 6d. a bushel for wdieat on the farm, it would leave you a profit of 19s. 6d. an acre 
with an average of 16 bushels. Would that pay ? Yes, if you were to cultivate at all. I seldom send 
"wheat to Molong. It costs 6d. a bushel from Molong to Sydney. TVdieat growing will pay right enough 
if it is managed properly. °
6068. Mr. Cox.] That is chiefly due to the use of machinery ? Tes.
6069. You use modern machinery to economise labour ? Yes.
6070. Have you used any steam ploughs ? No.
6071. Are there any cleared areas of land large enough to enable the farmers to work the steam ploughs 
to advantage ? There would be if people would take the trouble to clean the ground thoroughly.
60/2. 1 suppose that will come in time ? Yes, I have no doubt it will.

. PAHLIAHEjraABY STA^’DIITG 'COMMITTEE OK TUBITCWOUKS. - t

Mr. Ambrose Minslow, constable, sworn and examined:—
A ivrr"i 60/3. Air. Cox.] You are a constable stationed at Cudal ? Yes, I have been here twelve months last October.

6074. It is your duty every year to collect statistics ? Yes, I collect the Cudal portion. '
7 Mar. 1890. do you get your orders from ? The collectors are appointed by this Court for this portion

’ oi the district, but the returns, when collected, are forwarded to Molong as the head station in the district.
6076. What arrangements are made in the collection of statistics to prevent their overlapping one another 
' have you any charts drawn out? We follow the natural boundary.
6077. How far towards Borenore do you go in the.collectioxLof.your statistics ? About 4J miles. I do
not collect Boree. finys

'166

Mr. 6047. 
S. Tierney. 3 604g

7 Mar^l890. 5°19'
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60/8. So that a considerable portion'of this district lying to the south of the railway line will be included Mr: 
in the Molong district P Tes, it is taken by the Molong police. We know where we are supposed to go Minslow. 
and we go no further.
6070. So that the statistics which are said to belong to Molong would be deceptive for railway purposes, ^ Mar., 1890. 
inasmuch as they include a large part of the country which properly belongs to the Cudal district ?
Tes. I called at places where I was told the Molong police had called on the previous day. I did not see 
them taking the returns, but I know that they did take them.
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Mr. Peter Edward Murray, sworn and examined:—
6080. Mr. Dowel.'] Tou are a resident in this district? Tos.
6081. Where do you reside? At Spring Creek, about 9 miles from Cudal.
6082. In what direction ? Towards the Cargo road. .
6083. Have you resided long in this district ? About thirteen years. .
6084. Tou have a good knowledge of the country ? Tes.
6085. What is the nature of the evidence you desire to give to the Committee ? I understood that I was 
desired to refer to the fact that in the collection of statistics the Molong Police took mine. They came 
to my place, and my neighbours also have been included in their statistics, although we consider we are in 
the Cudal district.

Mr.
P. E. Murray. 
7/MaivTl890.

Mr. William Henry Traves, farmer and grazier, sworn and examined :—■
6086. Chairman.] What are you ? I am a farmer and grazier.
6087. Where do you reside ? Within 5 miles of Canowindra—on the road to Canowindra.
6088. What is the area of your holding ? 560 odd acres. •
6089. How much do you cultivate ? I have 140 acres of timber cleared, but I cultivate only 70 acres.
6090. What evidence do you wish to give the Committee ? I wish to confirm the evidence which has 
been given as regards the traffic coming from Canowindra this way. The principal traffic from the 
locality in which I live, comes this way, and always has done, so far as my knowledge goes. I myself 
have sent produce to Borenore, and thence to Sydney. I have sent several crops of wheat that way, and 
the principal farms lying to the north-east and north-west do the same.
6091. How far is it from your place to Borenore? About 35 miles.
6092. Do you know the suggested line from Borenore to Eorbes ? Tes.
6093. How far would you be from that line ? The nearest point would bo 8 or 9 miles at the furthest; 
that is at Long’s Corner. I am giving you now only a rough calculation.
6094. Are you direct north of Canowindra ? Tery nearly ; rather east, if anything.
6095. How far is it from your farm to Cowra ? About 27 miles.
6096. Why is it that you cart your produce 35 miles to Borenore when you can cart it to Cowra in 27
miles ? The market suits me better that is why I send it this way.
6097. What market is there at Borenore? Orange and Millthorpe. I have hay at the present time
which is of no use to me because the cartage will cost more than it is worth. In dry times we send away
a little, principally in the western districts. _
6098. Are there no farms between Canowindra and Cowra ? It is scarcely populated country ; but there 
are farms.
6099. Hothing like the number to the northwrard of Canowindra ? Ho.
6100. Tou think the construction of this line will be of.material benefit to you? Tes.
6101. Would not a line from Cowra, through Canowindra, to Eugowra suit you better? It would be 
5 miles away from me.
6102. But would it not suit you better than the Borenore line ? If it were constructed, I dare say it
might. - . -
6103. Putting on one side all personal feeling in the matter, which line would serve the greater number 
of people—the line from Cowra or the line from Borenore? As far as my knowledge and opinion goes, 
the line surveyed through here would benefit not only the larger number of persons in the district, but the 
country at large—I believe it is the nearest route to Sydney, and that it would be the least expensive as 
far as cartage is concerned. The people at Hyrang Creek would be benefited by the line at Borenore.
6104. But would they not be benefited by the line from Cowra ? Equally well. I suppose.
6105. Mr. Dowel.] Do you know the mineral resources of this district ? No ; but I know there are some 
mineral claims at Cargo.

Mr.
W. H. Traves.

7 Mar., 1890.

FRIDAY, 7 MARCH, 1890.

\The Sectional Committee met at the Club House Hotel, Orange, at & p.m.]

fhcsrut:—
' JAMES EBENEZEE TONKIN, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Geoege Henry Cox. | Wiliiah Springthobee Dowel, Esq.
Charles Alfreb Lee, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Molong to Parkes and Eorbes.

Mr. Alfred Underwood Alley, manager at Orange, for Wright, Heaton, & Co., sworn, and examined:—
6106. Chairman.] The Committee have been informed that you desire to make a statement with reference Mr.
to the traffic between this district and Parkes and Eorbes. They will be glad to hear anything you have A. U. Alley, 
to say, but they have already taken a great deal of evidence, and must request you "to be as brief as 
possible. I believe you are manager for Wright, Heaton, & Co., forwarding agents at Orange ? I am. ar'> '
6107. Will you please make any statement you may desire to make ? I have been constantly travelling 
between Molong and Parkes from 1870 to 1874. I know the district thoroughly along the proposed 
route from Molong to Parkes at a distance of 10 miles at each side of the road. I have also been 70 miles

below
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Mr. below Parkes, via Bogan Gate, and Troff’s Station. The land, I consider, from Molong, for a 
A. TJ. Alley, distance of about 13 miles, to Meranburn, on the main route to Parkes, is of good quality, but from there 

N a’D0Ut 5 miles of Parkes, I consider it is of very inferior quality. This bad land consists of
7 Mar., 1890. g^ony an(j jronbark ridges, and the timber is, in my opinion, of inferior quality for railway sleepers. I 

resided in Parkes for over two years, and although the land around about there is of fair average quality, 
it is not nearly as fertile as the land about Cudal. I know the land from Parkes to the Troughs Station, 
and do not consider it is good agricultural land, the country being badly watered, and more suitable for 
grazing purposes than farming. I have travelled from Orange, via Borenore, Cudal, and thence to 
Eugowra and Eorbes, scores of times, and I am intimately acquainted with the country for miles on each 
side of the proposed route. I think the land from Borenore to Toogong is admirably suited for farming, 
especially for wheatlgrowing. Cudal is a very rising township, situated in the centre, without doubt of 

• the best agricultural land in the Colony. The district is thickly studded for miles with bona fide, settlers.
By the line going via Cudal it would tap a very large area of the finest wheat-growing land in New 
South "Wales, especially about Cargo, Davis’ Plains, and Canowindra. The land from Toogong to 
Eugowra is patchy, and is not so well adapted to agricultural as to grazing purposes. From Eorbes to 
Condobolin, on both the south and north side of the Hiver Lachlan, if the land, which is of very fine quality, 
were irrigated, it would yield very heavy crops of wheat, maize, lucerne, and fruits of all kinds. As far 
as Euabolong, on the same route, 40 miles below Condobolin, the whole of the land is taken up by 
squatters and selectors, but it is more suitable for grazing purposes. A large extent of country around 
Condobolin is good agricultural land. Taking into consideration the very superior quality of the land on 

’ the Borenore-Eorbes route and the much larger population, I unhesitatingly state from my intimate 
knowledge of both routes, that the Borenore-Cudal-Eorbes liue would pay better than a line of railway 
from Molong to Parkes. I have travelled from Eorbes to Grenfell through Cowra. The land from 
Grenfell to within about 10 miles of Cowra is of very inferior quality, being very mountainous and rocky. 
It is the poorest country I ever travelled over in these colonies. Begarding the traffic between Borenore, 
via Cudal, thence to Eorbes and Condoblin, and from Molong to Parkes from 1877, when Orange was a 
railway terminus, as manager for Wright, Heaton, & Co., I forwarded the whole of the goods to the above 
mentioned places, and received the whole of the wool and copper from the various stations on the proposed 
rival routes, and I have no hesitation in saying, after examining the firm’s books, that it took fully four times 
as many teams to deliver the goods which came by rail from Sydney to Orange to their destination on the 
proposed Cudal-Forbes route, as it did to deliver the goods via Molong and Parkes, clearly showing that 
the Cudal-Eorbes railway route will pay better than the Molong to Parkes line. The returns given by 
Mr. W. H. Moulder at the inquiry held by you at Orange, re the two routes including the tonnage of 
goods and quantity of wool, copper, hides, &a, I wish now to corroborate. The returns w'ere supplied by 
me; I got them from the books of the firm.

16S s PABLIAHENTAET STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 'WOBKS.

310NDA T, 10 MARCH, 1890.

[T/ifi Sectional Committee met at ihe Court-house, Cowra, at 10 a.mi]

Jprisrnt:—
JAMES EBENEZEE TONKIN, Esj. (Chaieman).

The Hon. Geoege Henry Cox. | William Springthorpe Dowel, Esq.
Chaeles Alfbed Lee, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Molong to Parkes and Eorbes.

Mr. Dennis M'Cartie, Senior-sergeant of Police, sworn and examined :—
Mr. _ 6108. Chairmand\ What is your position ? I am a senior-sergeant of police.

D. M‘Cartie. 6109. Have you been here long ? About 14 years.
6110. Tou have some statistics to place before the Committee? Tes : I will read them. The acreage

10 Mar, 1890. under wheat is ^749 acreB. b

6111. To what area do these statistics apply—I suppose you have made Cowra the centre? Tes; wo 
have gone to a radius of 15 miles.
6112. Then your district does not reach to Canowindra? It goes to the Belabula Kiver.
6113. We have already statistics from Canowindra—do you think your statistics and those gathered at 
Canowindra, will clash ? Tery likely ; a good many are included in mine on this side of the river.
6114. This is the difficulty we have had to contend with all through at almost every place where statistics 
have been handed in to us, we have found them overlapping ; consequently they have been of little or 
no value, because wo have had a repetition of the same statistics over and over again. If some system had 
been adopted in the collection of statistics whereby they would not have overlapped they ■would have been 
very valuable evidence ;—your statistics are collected, 1 presume, on behalf of the Government ? Tes.
6115. If you could have managed to get similar officers to meet you outside your district your evidence 
would be very valuable, but as matters stand it is of little value ? We have nothing to do with the private 
statistics which are taken.
6116. 3£r. Cox.'] Does your district extend right away to the Molong electorate ? Tes.
6117. When you gather your statistics you go as far as Molong? To the boundary.

■ 6118. Consequently, the Police collecting statistics at Molong would not overlap you ? No.
6119. The statistics gathered by the Police would be in that respect reliable? Tes.
6120. Will you read the totals of the statistics you have gathered ? I have already given you the acreage
under wheat. The yield in bushels was 269,988 ; the acreage under oats yielded 1,800 tons of hay. 
There were also 400 acres under oats which gave 12,000 bushels. Five hundred acres of coni yielded 
J 5,000 bushels. There are 3,297 horses, 7,042 cattle, 254,526 sheep, and 1,711 pigs. "
6121. Are the whole of- these statistics within a radius of 15 miles of the place; or are the homesteads only
within that distance, and do the statistics apply beyond ? The average ivould be 15 miles. In the direc
tion of Canowindra we go 18 miles, but in other directions 12 or 13, so that I take the average to be about 
15 miles, . 6122.



823
MUrcrTES OF EVIDENCE—EAILWAY FE01I JIOLONO 10 PAEKES AND FOEBES. 169

0122. These statistics are gathered within the police district of Cowra ? Not properly speaking. It is Mr. _ 
the police district less a small portion of our district which is included in the Molong land and electoral M'Cartie.
district, and which therefore goes into the Molong statistics. ---------- -
6128. The Molong police would collect that? Yes. 10Mar., 1890.
012-1. Are the total returns of cattle, sheep, and horses the total returns from all the land in your portion ?
Yes.
6125. On leasehold areas, conditional leases, selections, and so on? Yes ; the whole. There is no culti
vation on the leasehold areas, of course.
6126. Do you collect the electoral rolls of this district ? Yes, with assistance.
6127. Did you collect them for this year ? Yes. .
6128. Is there an increase or decrease upon last year ? An increase ; but it is a very small one.
6129. In the statistics we received from the Canowindra Railway League we found Mr. Hamilton 
Osborne set down for 29,000 acres ;—how far from Canowindra does his land extend, coming this way? 
About 6 miles this way.
6130. Consequently you would include some of this land in your returns ? Yes ; I go to the Belabula 
River and that would include him.
6131. Then the 29,000 acres will he included in both statistics ? Yes.
6132. Sloane is quite close to Cowra? The land is quite close, but the homestead is about 12 miles 
distant.
6133. If that were included in the Canowindra statistics it would he unfair, as it really belongs to
Cowra? Yes. J
6134. The only two which should not come in appear to he Sloane and Osborne ? Yes ; hut they hold a 
very large area between them. The electoral roll last year numbered 1299, and this year it numbers 1391.
6135. What class of people are comprised in the increase ? Parmers principally.
6136. Has any land been thrown open to selection here lately ? No ; not much.
6137. Is there much land available for selection here, do you know ? At the present time there is not 
much available land in the district; it is monopolised by leases.
6138. Then how do these men get their farms ;—are they renting them ? No ; they are freehold.
6139. Then the land must have been available for some time, but has been only lately taken up ? The 
holders have sold out to Victorian farmers who have come in. A lot of persons have come from Yictoria, 
and have settled in this district.
6140. Do you see much progress in the place during the last two or three years ? Yes ; since the rail
way came here, principally.
6141. Would not that be accounted for principally through more business being done with the rest in 
the shape of traffic owing to the presence of the railway station ? It is principally owing to our connec
tion with the main trunk lines.

Beilby Kemp, Esq., Clerk of Petty Ses sions and Land Agent, sworn and examined:—•
6142. Mr. Zee.] What is your position ? I am Clerk of Petty Sessions and Land Agent at Cowra. • b. Kemp,
6143. How long have you been here? I was appointed in September, 1887. Esq. ’
6144. Have you been in any portion of this district before you came here ? No ; I have not.
6145. Could you give the Committee any information as to the alienation which has taken place in your 10 Mar., 1890.
land district since the commencement of the Land Act of 1884? 33,884 acres have been alienated
under the Act of 1881. The previous alienation was 189,176 acres. These figures are approximately 
correct.
6146. Do these returns comprise the conditional leasehold, or do they apply to land alienated by auction?
That is simply conditional purchase from 1884 to 1889 inclusive. There seems to have been very little 
land sold by auction. The area I have given is the area applied for by conditional purchasers up to dale.
6147. Have you any idea of the extent of the conditional leaseholds ? I could not tell you to-day, hut I 
could furnish the information to-morrow.
6148. Do you know the acreage of the pastoral leaseholds in the district? No ; I do not.
6149. Do you notice in the transactions of your office that many transfers are made? A good many, hut *
most to the banks.
6150. Chiefly by way of mortgage ? Yes ; there are not many in any other way.
6151. What would that lead you to inier ? I should infer that persons wanted the money, and trans
ferred by way of mortgage to get temporary assistance.
6152. Would it load you to suppose that land has been held by them on behalf of capitalists ? No, I do 
not think so.
6153. I suppose you could form a pretty correct idea as to whether there had been much dummying going 
on in the district ? I should not think very much. I know of none at present.
6154. If a number of transfers were made to large pastoral tenants what would you think then ? I might 
have my doubts then, but I have had none of those in my time.
6155. So far as you can judge the settlement by way of conditional purchase in this neighbourhood has 
been bona fide / Yes, as far as I can judge. Of course my experience is very limited.
6156. You have not been brought very much iuto contact with the settlers by reason of your short 
residence ? Exactly.
6157. If there had been much dummying under the new Act, however, it would have come to your know
ledge ? Yes.
6158. Do you happen to know whether the improvements on the conditional purchases are made in 
accordance with law ? Yes ; so far the declarations are coming in to that efiect.
6159. I presume the Land Board sits there occasionally ? Yes, once in every two months. .
6160. And the declarations are made before you ? Yes, as a rule. “
6161. Your opinion is that the country here has been settled upon in a fair and legitimate manner? Yes ;
I think so. . ’
6162. Do you happen to know whether there are a large proportion of Crown Lands still within your 
district ? Yes, I believe there are.
6163. How are they held at the present time ? Under leasehold area and in reserves.
6164. You do not know the acreage ? No.

31 (a)—Y 6165.
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Do you know the acreage of the reserves ? No.
Do you know anything about the reserves ? There are some large reserves.
Could you name them ? No, I could not.
"What is the largest reserve ? Some thousands of acres, but I could not give you the exact area. 
On which puns are these reserves ? I could not say now, but I could let you know later on. 
Personally you know nothing of the country between here and Canowindra ? No.
When do the pastoral leases fall in in this district ? I am informed that a great part fall in at the 

end of June ; this is in the Eastern Division.
6172. Are there any inquiries for land on the part of small settlers ? Yes, both personally and by 
letter.
6173. By many persons outside the colony as well as in the district ? Asa rule they do not give me their 
names, so I could not say.
6174. Is it generally supposed that when these leaseholds fall in they will be selected ? It is.
6175. Consequently there will be a large addition to the population? Yes.
6176. Is there a railway reserve in your district ? I could not tell you now.
6177. Can you tell me the returns in cash from land from the year 1884 up to the year 1889 ? I can let 
you know that presently.
6178. You know nothing about the returns furnished by the Police Department ? No.
6179. Or of the population of the town ? No.

170

B. Kemp, 6165. 
Es<l- 6166.

■-----‘---- v 6167.
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6169.
6170.
6171.

Mr. Richard Sim, jun., Inspector of Conditional Purchases in the Cowra District, sworn and examined :—
Mr. 6180. Air. Cox.~] What is your position ? I am Inspector of Conditional Purchases in the Cowra District. 

R. Sim, jimr. 6181. How long have you been residing here ? Pive years.
6182. Has much selection taken place within the last five years ? Yes ; nearly the whole of the district 

10Mar., 1890. ]3een taken up, with the exception of the reserves and leaseholds.
6183. There is no land now suitable for selection, except that on the reserves and leaseholds ? No.
6184. Will any large area of leasehold land fall in this year ? That I am unable to state ; a good quantity 
will fall in, I know, but I could not say how much.
6185. Could you not tell us approximately ? I could not.
6186. On what runs chiefly are there any large areas of Crown lands ? On Warrangong and Noila. On 
those two runs alone there is a very large area.
6187. 1 suppose a rush will be made for this land directly it is thrown open for selection ? Yes, they are 
making most of the reserves into special areas.
6188. What price do the G-overnment put on these special areas ? Prom 30s. to £2 10s. an acre.
6189. And the land is readily taken up at that price? Not at £2 10s. There is one special area out here 
which has been standing at £2 10s. for two or three years.
6190. Do you know of any private land being sold in the neighbourhood of Cowra lately, and at what 
price it was sold ? Parms have realized from 80s. to £2 per acre.
6191. Selected land? Yes; improved farms.
6192. Consequently the price of £2 10s. which the G-overnment have put upon unimproved special areas 
appears to be rather in excess of their value ? Yes, a little ; that is the reason they have not been taken 
up. There is another drawback. The land requires water ; it is necessary that water should be conserved 
on these areas, and that requires rather too big an outlay for the selectors.
6193. On this red soil it is difficult to conserve water ? No ; they can conserve it by excavation ; but 
they are not all prepared to go in for it. There is so much else to do when people take up land.
6194. In the future, however, there can be very little selection except that which takes place on the lease
hold areas and reserves ? Yes.
6195. Do you know much ol the farming in the neighbourhood ? I know nearly the whole of it.
6196. Do you think the farming would increase largely if the facilities for getting the produce to market 
were greater ? Yes.
6197. Has cultivation increased materially since the railway was opened to Cowra ? . Yes; and very much 
since I have been here within the last live years.
6198. Where in this district are the chief farms situated—on the bank of a river? Between here and 
Canowindra, and between here and Carcoar, on the eastern side of the Lachlan River, chiefly. There are a 
good many farms also between here and Young, towards Bang-Bang.
6199. Do you know the Government sunreyed route for a railway between this place and Porbes ? No.
6200. Is there any other information you wish to give to the Committee ? I cannot remember that there
is; I might add, perhaps, that most of the country between here and Canowindra is lit for agricul
ture. A very small portion of it is hilly and unfit for agriculture ; the whole of it could be put under 
cultivation. "
6201. Where is the boundary of your district north ? The Belabula.
6202. And towards Porbes? Goolagong, Kangaroobie, and Broula Range.
6203. Has much dummying been carried on in this district ? There has been a certain amount.
6204. Of course that is put a stop to by the present Act ? I do not knowr that it is ; in fact I am sure 
that it is not. Most of the selections, however, have been bona fide. In a dry season men take up the 
land with sufficient money to secure it, but not sufficient to carry them over a bad season, and they have 
to sell out; that is why there have been so many transfers. Until two years ago we had dry seasons here. 
The drawrback has been that men have settled on the land without sufficient capital.
6205. Is the land which has been selected devoted to pasture or to agriculture ? To both. '
6206. What is the average area of the selections which have been taken up within the last three or four 
years ? Many additional selections have been taken up. I should say the holdings would average from 
400 to 500 acres.
6207. Sufficient land has been taken up to permit of the combination of pastoral with agricultural 
pursuits ? Yes. The selectors take up a small area in the first place, and then add to it.
6208. Until the leasehold areas fall in, there will be little opportunity for any one to select? Very little; 
in fact a lot of persons are waiting to select, and are inquiring for land every day.
6209. Have applications been made to throw open some of the reserves for selection ? That I cannot say.

. John
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John Yigar Bartlett, Esq., Superintendent of B-oads in the Cowra district, sworn and examined:—
6210. Mr. Bowel.'] What is your position here ? I am Superintendent of Beads in this district. J. Y. Bartlett,
6211. How long have you resided here ? Since 8th December, 1884.
6212. You have a considerable knowledge of the district ? Yes. v
6213. Extending how far? Erom Carcoar to Lake Cowal, and from Bigga to Eugowra. Those are the 10Mar., 1890. 
boundaries of my district.
6214. Can you give the Committee any information with regard to the rival routes of railway ? I cannot 
comparatively, because I have not travelled the route from Molong, or that from Borenore to Eorbes.
6215. Do you know what is known as Thornbury’s route ? Not without seeing the map.
6216. Do you know the Canowindra route ? Yes ; I am conversant with that, and with the whole of the 
country intervening between this place and Eugowra.
6217. Tou have observed the character of the country, and the class of settlement existing on that 
particular route ? I have. Tke route via Binni Creek to Canowindra is about the most densely populated 
in this district. That is outside of the towns.
6218. Are the holdings large or small ? They are not large. They vary from a little over 100 to 300 or
400 acres. Some have more. There is a little stony country intervening, but the principal portion of the 
land is well adapted to agricultural purposes. .
6219. Does the settlement strike you as being of a permanent character ? Yes. There have been a few 
changes, but those who have purchased from the original selectors were for the most part strangers. A 
great many Yictorians come here. They purchase the land, and seldom part with it once they get hold 
of it.
6220. To what use is it put? Agriculture and grazing combined.
6221-2. Have you noticed during your residence any increase in the population in this district ? The 
town itself has more than doubled. There are great signs of improvement, there are more houses. All 
the recent buildings are well built, and of a permanent character.
6223. Is the town of Canowindra surrounded by large estates ? The township surveyed by the Depart
ment is about three quarters of a mile on the south side of the Belabula, but there has been a private sub

, division.
6224. Is it not a fact, however, that Canowindra is surrounded by large estates ? Only on two sides are 
there large estates, Hamilton Osborne’s Bangaroo property running down the Belabula towards the 
Lachlan is the largest estate, and he has one or two paddocks about 3 miles out from the township. That
is the principle large holding there is in the vicinity. Mr. Smith of Mogong has some property there, but _
he is about 7 miles aw'ay. There is a property of about 2,000 or 3,000 acres belonging to Mr. Eoot, and 
there is Mr. Bice’s place, but with those exceptions the place is thickly studded vTith farms for miles '
round. ■
6225. Where is the private township of Canowindra ? The G-overnment township is on this side of 
Belabula on the south side. When you ascend from the river you meet the private township. Belmore 
is away towards Cargo.
6226. On whose estate was the private township ? On no estate in particular. The suburban land was 
sold some time ago, and people subdivided and cut up their farms, because the Grovernment were late in 
giving them a township. They made a township in fact.
6227. That is on the north side of the river ? Yes.
6228. Are there any engineering difficulties on the line as sketched out on the map before you ? I have 
not been over the respective allotments with this plan or a similar one in my hand, but from my knowledge 
of the country I am in a position to state that there are no engineering difficulties whatever in the way 
of constructing a line of railway. Either of these two routes might be constructed. I would not confine 
myself to their exact position to within a quarter of a mile.
6229. Knowing the country as you do, and the class of settlement which exists, do you think it is 
advisable to construct a railway by either of these two routes shown on the map ? I say it is the only 
place where a railway should be constructed. I have no private interest to serve. I do not hold an acre 
of the land. I am a bird of passage. I am here to-day, but I may be away next week. The country on 
the other side of Canowindra, towards Eugowra, should be opened up, and there is no way of opening it 
up except by a line of railway from here to Eorbes.
6230. You think it is a good class of country, and that the nature of the settlement would justify the 
Grovernment in constructing a railway by one of the suggested routes ? Undoubtedly.
6231. "Would the construction of either of these lines relieve the Grovernment of the construction of 
any road, or lessen the road expenditure of the Department ? Undoubtedly it would, for instance there 
is a large traffic now on the road between here and Eorbes, and it is said that that road is a disgrace 
to our Department—that is a matter of opinion—but the heavy traffic, on an unmade road, coming up the 
valley of the Lachlan, is so great, that after a slight rainfall, owing to the sticky nature of the soil, it is 
impossible to get through with a load. Often when travelling on that road, during the wool season, I 
have passed between Groolagong and Cowra twenty-seven wool teams.
6232. As a professional man, competent to form an opinion, you recommend that the railway should be 
constructed on the ground of economy as well as upon other grounds ? Yes. It would not only be a 
saving to our Department but on a commercial basis the railway should be constructed, because it would 
be the means of making traffic, and avoiding loss on other lines. The wool traffic is not only from Eorbes 
to this place, but from 150 miles below Eorbes, away beyond Condobolin, right out west—that all comes 
this way. When passing along the road I have frequently noticed new names on bales of wool. I like to 
see where it comes from. I mention this to show that I am acquainted with the places sending their 
wool this way.
6233. You have not been past Condobolin, and on to Wilcannia and Menindie? No ; I have not.
6234. Do you know Young ? Yes.
6235. Are you aware that a line of railway is suggested from Young to Eorbes ? I heard that there was 
a suggestion to make a junction about 5 or 6 miles out from Young, and to extend a railway from there 
through Grenfell to Eorbes—that proposal was made, I believe, three or four years ago.
6236. Do you know the country traversed by that proposed line ? I am not very conversant with the 
country between Young and Grenfell. I have only travelled along it by the coach.
6237. But you know the country to a certain extent ? Yes.
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6238. Have you observed the country sufficiently to warrant you in making a choice between that line 
and the liue from Cowra through Canowindra? I would certainly recommend the construction of this 
line in preference to the other for more than one reason. I would recommend this line as a national 
work because it strikes the loop-line at its centre, and a great deal of the produce sent from these districts 
does not find a market in Sydney exclusively ; a good deal of it is sold in Yictoria. Hundreds of trucks 
run down with stock to Yictoria. I have seen seven or eight specials a day starting with cattle for Yic
toria. If a line is made from Young it means an extra haulage of about 40 odd miles to Sydney; although, 
of course, the line would be available for the southern traffic. If you strike the cross-line at Cowra both 
markets are on a level footing. Looking at the map, and calculating the distance, the line I suggest 
would be a part of a design of a national system of railways. .
6239. Is not Young nearer the southern markets ? That is true, but it would be further to get supplies 
from Sydney. I think there is a ditt'erence of over 33 miles—that is between Eorbes and Sydney via 
Young and Porbes and Sydney via Cowra.
6240. Is there any further information you would like to give to the Committee ? You might like to 
know the traffic over the Cowra .Bridge. This is a copy of a return I have made. The principal portion of 
this traffic is, of course, on the Porbes line—that is the heavy traffic ; the other is purely local.
6241. Would the construction of a railway from Cowra to Canowindra involve your Department in much 
expense in the construction of feeders to the railway? Ho; the roads already existing would act as 
feeders. There would be no additional expense because we should be relieved of all the expense of the 
through traffic ; that would more than compensate for the making of short cuts to stations along the line. 
There is a lot of unsold land at Eugowra, and the rainfall on the other side of the Belabula is much greater 
thanitis here. It is a splendid district for agricultural produce.
6242. Mr. Zee.] What is the annual Boad Yote for this district ? A little over £10,000, irrespective of 
bridges.
6243. You mentioned just now that much of the traffic coming here was from the Porbes district and from 
the valley of the Lachlan, beyond Porbes ; you must remember that we are now considering a proposal 
to construct a line of railway from Molong to Parkes and Porbes. Suppose the country determines to 
construct that line would not a great portion of the Condobolin traffic go to Porbes and thence to Molong ? 
Not on the left bank of the river. All the country intervening between there and Grenfell would never 
go that way.
6244. Would it not be closer for many who send to Cowra now to send to Porbes ? Yest; a certain 
portion of that country would be cut off:; they might take a few' miles over the left bank, and the rest of 
the traffic would come here, as it does now'.
6245. So that the traffic to Cowra from the western country at present is no criterion of what it might be
if a line of railway touched Porbes from some other point? Of course railways always supersede roads 
and divert the traffic. •
6246. Suppose the country were to consider it advisable to construct a railway to Forbes from this cross
line, which do you think, in the interests of the country, would be the best starting point? The cheapest 
and best line, I think, would be from Cow'ra, because it can be so easily constructed. If the railway 
started lower down, at the Sheet of Bark for instance, two stations would be necessary owing to the 
position of the place. The Government would be scarcely likely to make two stations there; and if they 
did not do so, ail the southern traffic must run on to Woodstock. There would thus be an overlapping 
for some considerable distance. ’
6247. But the bend made in the loop-line to get down to "Woodstock would naturally be nearer in con
nection with Eugow'ra ? It would make a slight difference, but what would be gained in one instance 
would be lost in the other.
6248. What is the distance from Cowra railway station to Wopdstock ? Twelve miles.
6249. The difference in haulage would be 12 miles so far as the southern market is concerned ? Yes ; 
there would be a difference of 2 miles in favour of the Sydney traffic, but there would be considerably 
more'for the Yictorian trip. It would be about 10 miles against 2.

John James Biehards, Esq., Post and Telegraph Master at Cowra, sworn and examined :—
J.J. Richards, 6250. Mr. Zee.] What is your position ? lam Post and Telegraph Master at Cowra. I have been in 

Esq. charge of the office eight years.
6251. Could you furnish the Committee with any statistical information as to the work in the several 

10 Mar., 1890. "branches of your department ? The amount of money received at the post office for money orders and
Savings Bank deposits for the three years, 1887,1888, and 1889, was £22,650 10s. 9d.; the amount paid 
out in the same department in the same years was £11,263 16s. 2d. ; the amount received for telegrams 
for the same period was £1,353 9s. 9d. There were posted in 1889, 200,000 letters, 19,000. packets, and
40,000 papers. The stamps sold for 18S9 amounted to £1,188 10s.; the excise duty on beer stamps for 
1889 was £109 15s. 9d. I can give you some particulars as to the rainfall. In 1886 it rained 88 days, 
and the total rainfall was 30'81 inches ; in 1887 it rained 110 days, and the total rainfall was 42'42 
inches ; in 1888 it rained 63 days, and the total rainfall was 16 79 inches; in 1889 it rained 79 days, 
and the total rainfall was 27'23 inches, or an average of 29i inches per year.
6252. Has the general business in your office for the year 1889 shown an increase or a decrease ? There 
has been an increase during the last eight years. It has been gradual, but the business done at the 
present, time is just five times as great as it was when I took charge of the office.
6253. Has there been any alteration in the despatch of mails from Cowra since the opening of the rail
way ? No ; there have been no alterations. The mails continue as they did before. Of course the 
railway brought extra mail matter through this place which previously did not come this way.
6254. Since the railway touched Cowra, has there been a larger amount of mail matter sent here for
distribution to various places ? Yes ; it comes here now because the route is quicker. '
6255. That would account in some measure for the increase in your department ? Not for the increase 
of letters. The record of letters taken is for letters actually posted in the town. The letters which 
passed through are not included in the return.
6256. Has it been your duty to keep a record of the flood levels ? No.

Mr.
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6257.
6258.
6259.
6260.
6261.

Mr. John Grant, grazier, sworn and examined:—
Chairman.'} What are you ? I am a grazier. _
Where is your holding ? About 5 miles on the other side of Canowindra.
What is the name of it ? Belabula.
And the area ? About 20,000 acres.
What do you do with it—is there any under cultivation? About 200 acres under hay, wheat, and

Mr.
J. Grant.

10 Mar., 1890.

corn.
6262. Is that the largest area you have had under cultivation at onetime? I have never had more.
6263. Do you grow any lucerne ? Tes ; in addition to that 200 acres, I have about 300 acres of lucerne.
6264. What is your average yield of wheat ? From 25 to 30 bushels.
6265. How many years have you had wheat in ? I do not sow every year. I do not sell any wheat. I 
grow it for my own consumption.
6266. You have had it in in good seasons, I suppose ? Yes. ■ _
6267. You had not a crop in in 1888, I suppose ? Yes ; I got about 10 bushels, I think.
6268. Taking that into consideration, what would your average be ? From 25 to 30 bushels. •
6269. What has been your maximum return then ? 40 bushels through the whole crop.
6270. What yield of hay have you had ? About 2 tons—that is oaten hay.
6271. Does the lucerne thrive ? Yes ; it is on the bank of the creek.
6272. How many sheep have you ? 20,000. _ _
6273. What do you estimate that your run is capable of carrying ? I do not think it is capable of carrying 
more on the average than 1 sheep to the acre. I have 500 cattle, and 300 horses.
6274. Do you know the route of the proposed line from Cowra to Dorbes through Canowindra ? Yes.
6275. Would it go through your property? No.
6276. Of course it would serve you very well—better, in fact, than any other line ? Yes ; I suppose it 
would.
6277. But would the construction of the line lead you to utilize your property to any greater advantage— 
would you give better returns ; that is, would you carry more sheep to the acre, or put more land under 
crop ? I should have my produce nearer market. The ground could not produce more than it is pro
ducing unless more were put under agriculture. Any of the land is fit for agriculture, and it is quite 
possible that if I had railway communication I might increase the area under cultivation.
6278. Have you any idea at what price you could profitably grow wheat on the ground, supposing 
delivery were taken at your station ? Bor about 4s.
6279. If you could not grow it under 4s., you would be confined to the local market, because, on account 
of the carriage, you would never get your price. You think that if you did not get 4s. it would not pay 
you to grow it ? It might pay to grow it at about 3s., but not less.
6280. Are all the men round you large holders ? No ; there are a great many selectors there.
6281. Have they taken up any of your run? Yes.
6282. How are they doing? Very well as farmers ; some of them have stock.
6283. What is about the size of their holdings ? They nearly all hold 640'acres.
6284. There are none of them, I suppose, with more than 100 acres under cultivation ? Some have more. 
Some of them take their wheat to Cowra, and some of them take it to Cudal.
6285. Do you know the country to the north of Canowindra, between this and Cudal ? Yes ; it is all
good agricultural land. .
6286. How far to the north of Canowindra would people be served by the construction of this line from 
Cowra to Borbes ? Bor about 10 or 12 miles.
6287. Would that reach to Cudal ? Very nearly.
6288. Would the line from Molong to Parkes and Borbes serve you in any way? Not at all.
6289. You would be nearer to this railway—that is, the existing railway—than to that line ? Yes ; a 
great deal nearer.
6290. Supposing a line were constructed from Borenore, wa Cudal and Eugowra, to Borbes, would not
that serve you ? Yes ; but not better than this line. • .
6291. But you would be only 2 or 3 miles away from the line ? There would be 2 or 3 miles difference 
in the distance to the station, if there were a station to Canowindra, and I suppose there would be.
6292. Do you think the construction of either of these lines would induce the selectors in your locality 
to grow more produce for the market ? I have no doubt it would.
6293. Which pays you best, growing sheep or growing wheat ? Growing sheep.
6294. Then it is not likely that you will grow wheat for the benefit of the country, when you can benefit 
yourself more by growing sheep ? I do not think so.
6295. And will not that apply to other persons ? I suppose they will grow what pays them best. It 
might pay some men who do the whole of their own cultivation to grow wheat; it would not pay me to 
grow it, although it might pay a person with a large family to do so.
6296. Have you any idea of the number of small holdings round Canowindra in towards Mogong ? There 
a,re a good many that way.
6287. Is there not some unalienated land about Mogong ? A good bit. It is good agricultural land.
6298. Why is it left unalienated ? It is under lease.
6299. Is there not a lot of it that is not under lease ? I do not think so. There are some mountains on 
the other side of Mogong.
6300. Mr. Cox.} You say that sheep-growing pays you better than cultivation ? Yes.
6301. And yet you grow from 25 to 30 bushels per acre? Yes.
6302. At what price can you sell it on the average ? I could not get 3s. a bushel for it now. I have never 
sold wheat.
6303. Suppose you get 3s. a bushel, and an average of 25 bushels, that would be £3 15s. an acre ;—how 
much would it cost you to cultivate ? Over £1 an acre.
6304. That leaves £2 15s. an acre profit ? Yes.
6305. How many sheep do you keep to the acre ? On the river bank, eight or nine, or even ten.
6306. That is on lucerne ground? No ; it is on thistle.
6307. You mean the broad-leaved thistle ? Yes.
6308. .Keeping eight sheep to the acre, I suppose you would clear about 4s. a sheep ? 5s.

6309.
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6309. That would be £2, but with cultivation you would clear £2 15s. ? The cultivation is very risky, 
although a man with a family could carry it on pretty well, I suppose.
6310. Clearly, cultivating your land leaves you a greater profit than you get from growing wool? It 
might pay a man with a family to cultivate, but it would not pay a man who had to employ labour.

. Arthur Henry Costin, Esq., Post and Telegraph Master at Canowindra, sworn and examined:—
A. H. Costin 6311. Mr. Cox.'] What is your position? I am Post and Telegraph Master at Canowindra.

Esq. ’ 6312. How long have you resided there ? Eor the last six years.
6313. Have you any statistics to show the working of your department ? Tes ; I have the Postmastor-

10 Mar., 1890. General’s Report for 1885, and also his report for 1888. The report for 1889 is not yet published. I
therefore drew up a report from my own books. The number of letters posted at Canowindra during the 
year 1885 was 13,368; the number of telegraph messages sent was 1,158; the number of money orders 
issued was 474, representing £1,379 13s. lid.; the money orders paid numbered 51, representing 
£179 9s. 6d. ; the revenue from the sale of postage stamps was £170 15s.; the revenue received for 
telegrams transmitted was £67 7s. 6d., the total revenue being £238 2s. 6d.; the savings bank deposits 
amounted to £152 5s. 6d. In 1889 the number of letters posted was 33,224 ; the number of telegraph 
messages transmitted was 2,376 ; the money orders issued numbered 503, representing £1.274 3s. 4d.; 
the money orders paid numbered 107, representing £410 7s. 3d.; the postal revenue was £280, and the 
telegraph revenue was £107 13s., making a total of £387 13s, ; the savings bank deposits amounted to 
£103 16s. 9d. The increase, taking one year with another, is £149 11s. Od. That is the increase in the 
actual revenue between the two years. During the year 1889 a branch of the Commercial Bank opened, 
and that interfered with our revenue. .... .
6314. Has the increase been gradual from 1885 to 1889 ? Tes ; and it is still increasing.
6315. Do you keep the rain gauge ? I do.
6316. What has been the average during the last eight years ? I have kept the record for the last five 
years, and it would give an average of about 26 inches to the year.
6317. Is there much passenger traffic through Canowindra ? Hot very much at present, there appears to 
be an increase though, every year, in the number of passengers. '
6318. What size mail vehicle runs from Canowindra to Eorbes ? There is no direct coach from Canowin
dra to Eorbes; the letters go by coach to Orange, Woodstock, and Cowra railway stations, a rather 
roundabout way. .
6319. So that "the only direct route is between Cowra and Forbes, not calling at Canowindra ? Tes ;
because there is no coach running on the road from Canowindra to Forbes. _ _
6320. Tou have no direct communication with Forbes ? Ho, except by road. Of course there is a main
road, Canowindra to Forbes, but it is not a mail line _
6321. Is there any other information you desire to give to the Committee ? I merely wish to state that 
the population appears to be increasing in the neighbourhood of Canowindra.
6322. Both in the town and in the country ? Tes ; more particularly in the town.
6323. I suppose there is not very much land open for selection outside the town now? There are several 
reserves on the proposed line from Cowra to Forbes. Between Canowindra and Eugowra, on each side, 
there is a travelling stock reserve half a mile in width ; that, of course, cannot be selected, but it would

' be snapped up immediately if it were available.
6324. I presume there will be a fair amount of good land on the leasehold areas to be thrown open ? Tes.
6325. And that will add materially to the population when the time arrives ? Tes. I may mention that
there is a water reserve adjoining the town. Efforts have been made to get it cut up into^ allotments. 
Inasmuch as there is a great demand for land in the town and no land is available, application has been 
made to the Government to have the reserve cut up. • _
6326. Do you reside in the Government town or in the private town ? With the exception of a few'
houses, the Government town is not settled upon at all. I am in the private town—all the Government 
buildings are in the private town. _
6327. What sort of town is Belmore ? It is about H miles from Canowindra, in the direction of Orange ; 
it is a village—there is a flour mill, however, and a few gold-mines are is operation.
6328. Have you a flourmill in Canowindra ? Ho; the mill at Belmore serves the whole Canowindra
district. ■

Mr. William Robinson, commission agent, sworn and examined:—•
Mr. 6329. Mr. Doivel.] Where do you reside ? At Canowindra.

W. Robinson. @330. How long have you resided there ? Thirty-eight years. _
6331. Tou have an extensive knowledge of the district ? I should have, I think, considering the time I 

10 Mar., 1890. jjave heerl in it.
6332. Tou know ail the country through which the proposed railway would be constructed ? Tes ; I
know the three lines from Molong, from Borenore, and from Cow'ra. I know nearly every tree on the 
three lines. .
6333. What is your occupation ? I am a commission agent. Formerly I used to own a place just 
opposite to the Government township. I sold it to Mr. Foote some fourteen years ago.
6334. Do you knoiv the railway route known as Thornbury’s route. ? Tes.
6335. Do you know the route known as Cummings’? Ho. _ _
6336. Does the route to which you refer pass through Canowindra, or does it leave it 3 miles away ? I
mean the Townsend route. ■
6337. What is the class of country that Cummings’ route passes through ? I have travelled all the 
colonies, and if we are referring to the same route, I do not think there can be better land in any part of 
Hew South Wales or Queensland. The quality of the soil is exceedingly good.
6338. Is the settlement in large or small holdings ? There are some large holdings and a great many 
small ones—from 60 acres up to 640 acres.
6339. Do the small holdings appear to bo of a permanent character ? Tes.
6340. Tou do not think they are likely to revert to the pastoral tenant ? I do not think so.
6341. Do you think they represent settlement ? Tes. 6342.
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6342. How do these settlers chiefly employ the land? They are nearly all hoth grain-growers and sheep-
farmers. ■ _
6343. And they all appear to he in a thriving condition ? Yes ; so far as one can see. My business 
gives me a pretty good acquaintance with the district all round, what ivith buying and selling to the 
different people.
6344. In the event of one of these lines being constructed by the Government, do you think it is likely 
that any considerable amount of traffic would be brought to the railway ? A great deal will come from 
the Lower Lachlan and that part of the country.
6345. What are the principal centres of population within 10 miles of the route which would be served
by the railway ? The district of Canowdndra, very nearly as far as Cudal, would be served by it. Up as 
far as Barrigan the district is thickly populated. There is a net-work of farms from Canowindra to 
Barrigan. Then it would also serve the people down the Belabula River as far as Goolagong. .
6346. Are there many transactions in stock taking place in Canowindra ? Yes.
6347. Do you think they would afford any traffic to the railway? Yes. People have now to send either 
to Orange or to this place to truck their stock. They have to send here if they are going to the southern 
markets, and to Orange for the Sydney market.
6348. A great deal of the stock to which you now refer would be trucked at Canowindra? Yes.
6349. And it would not have to come to Cowra over the bridge as it does at the present time ? No.
6350. As a stock agent, has it come to your knowledge that any losses of stock have occurred on this 
bridge? Yes. Not a very long while ago some sheep were killed on the bridge.
6351. You say you have a knowledge of the proposed route from Molong to Parkes and Porbes ? Yes.
6352. Do you know anything of the country to the north of that line ? Yes ; and I have been west as 
far as Cobar and Wilcannia, and down the Lachlan as far as Hay.
6353. Is the country to the north of the line of a good or bad description ? I should not say it is good. 
It is a very sandy and granity country ; nothing like the country between here and Eugowra.
6354. Do you know if it is settled upon ? I have not been there for a number of years. .
6355. How many ? Twelve years.
6356. Would you be surprised to hear that all that country is settled upon at the present time? I have 
heard so.
6357. Do you know anything of the country at Young ? Not a great deal.
6358. You do not know the proposed railway route from Young ? I have often been across from Young- 
to Eorbes through Grenfell, but I do not know where the route is surveyed.
6359. But you know the class of country the railway ivould pass through ? Yes.
6360. Knowing all these routes, which, in your opinion, would be the best for the Government to con
struct for the convenience of the largest number of persons, and having regard to the character of the 
country ? Speaking without prejudice, I think the line starting from Cowra would be by far the best.
6361. You feel certain that a considerable amount of revenue would be returned by that line if it were 
constructed ? I do.
6362. Can you give the Committee any information as regards the village of Canowindra;—does it appear 
to be increasing ? Very much within the last three years.
6363. Has the land increased in value ? Yes, a great deal.
6364. Is all the available land in the district occupied at the present time ? It is all occupied, with the 
exception of a temporary common and the travelling stock route from Canowindra to Eugowra. All the 
Crown land available is occupied.
6365. Supposing a fairly improved farm were to come into the market, what would it realize per acre ? 
I have a reserve of £210s.‘per acre asked on improved farms. I have several large holdings of from 300 up 
to 1,000 acres at that price. I have others down as low as 30s., but they are merely fenced and grazing 
paddocks. The other paddocks are cleared and cultivated.
6366. Generally speaking, you think that the town and district are improving and increasing in number? 
Yes. •
6367. And that the settlement is of a character ? Yes.
6368. Is there any other information that you wish to give to the Committee ? No.

Mr.
W. Robinson.

10 Mar., 1890.

Mr. George West Hardie Dry, commission agent, sworn and examined :—
6369. Mr. Zee.] Where do you reside ? At Belmore, near Canowindra.
6370. What is your occupation ? I am a commission agent.
6371. What is the nature of the evidence you wish to give to the Committee—have you any returns 
prepared ? I collected the statistics for Canowindra a short time ago.
6372. You collected and compiled them ? Yes.
6373. Before you started collecting them, had you any arrangement with the Railway League at Cudal 
or at Eorbes, with regard to the districts you would severally collect ? There was a tacit understanding 
that each would collect within a certain distance of their own place.
6374. Are you aware that the statistics supplied from Canowindra include a large number of statistics 
supplied from Cowra ? That may be, but the statistics we gathered are solely within the radius to which 
we were confined, that is 12 miles on each side of Canowindra, bn the Eugowra and Cowra lines.
6375. Are you aware that the Cudal statistics include a large number of yours? No ; I am not.
6376. We find in going through the various districts that no arrangement has been made between the 
collectors, and that in nearly every instance, one district has encroached on the other, rendering your 
detailed statistics utterly valueless ? The statistics furnished by the Canowindra League were the first 
compiled, and were strictly wdthin the distance I have named. Copies were sent to Cowra and Eorbes. It 
was intimated also through the press, that certain arrangements had been made, so that the other districts 
must be fully cognizant of where we had been—any encroachment must have been made by the other 
collectors.
6377. The other districts claim certain areas which appear to be at variance with yours—can you give us a 
revised list showing us the exact number of persons within your boundaries ? The number on the list 
you already have, are within our distance. I hardly see how we can make any revision.
6378. But you all claim certain persons, so that somebody must be wrong ? There may be an apparent 
discrepancy, arising from the size of the holdings, in some instances. Some of them go a considerable 
distance back from the water boundary, but the holder's named in the statistios I furnished are correct.

6379.

Mr.
Gr. W. H. Dry.

10 Mar., 1890.



830

Mr. 6379. Have you taken an active part in forwarding this railway movement ? I naturally feel interested 
Ct. W. H. Dry. jn ^}ie question.

6380. 'Which particular route do your people advocate ? Prom Cowra to Porbes, through CanowindralOMar., 1890. j -ci j i i “’ and Eugowra.
6381. Por what reason ? It is a cheap and easy route—then there is the population, and the superior 
character of the country, to be considered.
6382. The line is much closer to Canowindra than the others ? Undoubtedly, but it will be a good route 
for other places besides ? Goolagong and Cargo will also benefit by it.
6383. But the chief reason why you advocate the line is, that it will be a greater benefit to Canowindra 
than any of the other lines ? It will benefit not only Canowindra, but the country all along the route.
6384. How far is Canowindra from Cow'ra? Twenty miles.
6385. How far is Cargo from Canowindra ? About 12 miles.
6386. Do you know the district of Parkes ? I am not well acquainted with it. I do not know the settle
ment to the north of that place at all. •
6387. Do you know the population at Garra and Manildra ? No.
6388. How far is Parkes from Cowra? Close upon 70 miles. _
6389. You are aware that it is the intention of the Government to construct a railway into these districts 
by a route which will suit the greatest number of persons. You know also that such a railway cannot be 
taken to every man’s door, hence the necessity arises for arriving at some point, which will benefit the 
greatest number. Taking that wide view of the question, are you of opinion that a line from Cowra to 
Canowindra and Porbes would benefit the greatest number of people in these districts ? It will, on 
account of the Southern lino. I think it is in a more central position, and people having stock which they 
desire to send to the south will have more convenient, and better travelling.
6390. Considering that you are already within 20 miles of a railway station and that the people to the 
north of Parkes are 60 or 70 miles from a railway, do you think it would be a national policy to give you 
another line within a few miles of Canowindra and to leave the other settlers unserved ? Of course this 
line would be of great benefit to us ; but we are not the only people to be considered—there are so many 
in the district entitled to consideration.
639 L. As a matter of fact, you think that this line will benefit Canowindra—perhaps during the course of 
construction and perhaps after the lino is constructed ? It will benefit the whole of the district.

.6392. But more particularly Canowindra ? Yes.
6393. Since you are already within 20 miles of a railway would not the Government be justified in bringing 
other persons within 20 miles of that means of communication ? Yes, if their resources warrant it.
6394. But you say that you are not conversant with their resources? No.
6395. You appear to know the immediate surroundings of Canowindra, but you do not know the enormous 
area and the very large population which the Government are anxious to serve by a railway. Prom a 
national point of view, which would be the best line to lay down the valley of the Lachlan ? I think the 
Cowra line would be the best'line to tap it, on account of the facilities for getting to the Southern 
market.
6396. Suppose the line were constructed via Canowindra, what traffic would your district supply ? Stock,
grain, and passengers. There is any amount of population there. At Canowindra itself there is a popu
lation of about 400. Within a mile of the town there is a population of 246. At Belmore, about l-§- miles 
distant, there are about 154. Then there is the mining population. .
6397. These people are storekeepers and others, and their families living in the town ? Yes. Of course 
the mines at Helmore employ a great number of men. There are about 40 men employed on the mines 
there. The returns from there lately, gave about 2,600 oz. of gold.
6398. What are the names of the mines? The Blue Jacket, and Hayes Reef. There are banks there, of 
course.
6399. You referred just now to stock traffic ; this is, of course, a large stock district ; but are you aware 
that the Railway Commissioners consider the stock traffic a dead loss to them ? I did not know that. I 
supposed everything would pay, unless under loose management.
6400. They reckon that the stock traffic is of no value ; they reckon that it costs them 5s. per train mile 
both ways, so that very little is to be derived from that traffic. What other traffic would your district 
supply? Well, the country is specially suited to the growth of grain.
6401. Where is the grain likely to go to ? Undoubtedly, it will go to the best market.
6402. Where is that likely to be ? If the demand is on the Yictorian line it will go that way ; if it is in 
Sydney it will go there.
6403. Is not the western country more likely to be a market for you ? Sydney, I think, would take the 
bulk of the grain from here.
6404. What freight would you be able to pay from Canowindra to Sydney ? I do not know about that.
6405. I mean to make wheat-growing a profitable industry ? I do not know—I have not dealt much in it 
myself.
6406. Wheat, you are aware, is carried at a low rate ? Yes, I know ; but I cannot say what it is. I 
have no hesitation in saying that if the travelling stock reserve beyond Canowindra was thrown open for 
sale it would help to pay a great deal of the expenditure, and would at the same time give great returns 
to the railway. To give you an instance—about a month ago, something like 1,800 acres of this reserve 
were thrown open, towards Eugowra—that land was immediately rushed, and the people had to ballot for it.
6407. Is there any pastoral holding in your locality ? Mr. Osborne, Grant, and Smith.
6408. Is there any leasehold in connection with it ? Yes, there is.
6409. That lease will fall in this year ? Yes.
6410. Is there any large area of land on that run which would be available for settlement when the lease 
falls in ? Yes ; hut 1 do not know what the exact area is.
6411. Has any farm land changed hands lately in your district ? Yes.
6412. At what price—take a conditional purchase, for instance, at five years ; what would it be worth 
per acre ? Some will ask £3 10s. and £2 10s.
6413. But at what price did the land change hands ? That depends upon the improvements ; some are 
only temporarily improved ; some would change hands at £3, some at £2 10s., and some at 80s.
6414. Belmore and Canowindra are very close together ? Yes; that is owing to the mines. Belmore is a
mining township, and there is a flour-mill there. I may mention that there is a branch of the Commercial 
Bank at Canowindra. 6415.
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6«5- How many hotels are there P Two ; and there is another in course of erection. There is no hotel Mr. 
at Belmore; there was one there at one time, but it was burnt down and has not been rebuilt. G-.W.H.-Dry,

416. M.r. Cox7^ Have you taken the trouble to find out what the probable receipts of a railway would be, 
presuming that one were constructed from Cowra to Forbes P No ; I have not gone into that matter 10 Mar., 1890 .
6417. The line will probably cost about £330,000; the annual interest would be £12,000; and the per
manent way and other expenses would amount to about £10,000 per annum. "Would there be sufficient 
traffic on this line to pay £22,000 a year ? I believe there would. The country through which the 
line passes is very good, and there is plenty of material near the railway which could be utilized in 
construction.
6418. Tou think there would be sufficient traffic—wool and grain one way, and goods the other—to pay 
this large amount of money ? Tes.

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE—BAIL WAT EKOM MOLONG TO DABKES AND FORBES. 177

_ Mr. John Bates, Railway Stationmaster at Cowra, sworn and examined -
6419. Chairman.'] What is your position ? I am Stationmaster at Cowra. Mr J Bates
6420. How long have you been on the railway here ? About a fortnight.
6421. Have you any returns of railway revenue ? Tes. I can give you the returns for 1888 and 1889 ; 10 Mar., 1890. 
that is the earnings of the Cowra railway station for those years. In 1888 there were 4,491 passeno-ers
the amount of coaching was £4,070 19s. lid., the outward tonnage was 4,579 tons 13 cwt., the total inward 
tonnage was 4,773 tons 19 cwt. 6 qr., the total amount paid, and to pay, on goods in and out, was £14,566 
6s. 8d., the number of bales of w^ool was 13,481, and the number of bags of wheat 2,773. The coaching 
and goods earnings amounted to £18,587 6s. 8d. The wool receipts, averaging the bales at 4 cwt., would be 
2,696 tons 4 cwt., at £2 18s. 8d., giving a total of £7,708 17s. Id. The receipts less stock would be 
£26,396 3s. 9d. In 1889 there were 4,416 passengers, the amount of coaching revenue was £4,121 13s. 2d., 
the outward tonnage amounted to 5,133 tons 5 cwt. and 2 qr., the inward tonnage amounted to 6,403 tons 
4 cwt. 2 qr.; the total amount paid, and to pay, on goods in and out, was £17,033 14s. lid., the number 
of bales of wool carried was 18,589, and the number of bags of wheat 3,223; the total of the coaching 
and goods earnings was £21,265 0s. Id. ; the wool receipts were, on 3,717 tons 12 cwt., £10,904 19s 4d 
making the receipts less stock, £32,169 19s. 9d. The total of the goods and coaching receipts for the 
month ending 31st January 1890, was £5,152 12s. 9d. ■
6422. In regard to the passenger returns would that be money taken at your office for passages to 
Sydney ? It would mean passengers, parcels, and horse and dog carriage.
6423. It has nothing to do with passengers coming to Sydney ? Nothing whatever.
6424. Is the sum of £17,033 the amount actually taken for goods at your station? That is the total 
both ways.
6425. Could you give us a comparison between the inward and outward loading; would it he equal or
would there be a great difference either way ? Not so many goods go away, as come in. excepting in the 
wool season. ‘ °
6426. Do you think, taking the year through, that the returns would be about equal ? "We should receive
more than would be due on the trainage of the goods sent away, because wool and grain would be carried 
at a cheaper rate. ' •
6427. So that if we take one half that would be a fair return from this office ? I think fully two-thirds
would be revenue returned for goods coming in, because of the difference in trainage. Grain is carried at 
a very cheap rate in comparison with goods, and so is wool. '
6428. Have you noticed any marked increase in the passenger returns on this line ? There does not
appear to be much increase between 1888 and 1889; there is a good increase in wheat, that is on account 
of the drought of the previous year. There is also an increase in the wool, that is attributable to the 
same cause.
6429. Have you much stock trucked here ? Not since I have been here.
6430. 'The stock returns are not shown in this paper ? No.
6431. Where are your trucking yards ? About 300 yards on the other side of the station.
6432. Tou have been across the river ? To the other end of the bridge.
6433. Is there not a better position for trucking stock at the other end of the bridge than down here ?
Any place away from the town would be better than where the yards now are. '
6434. Do you think a better position could be found on the other side of the bridge ? It would be better
for the townspeople, as the cattle would not have to come through the town. It would be better for the 
stock also.
6435. The principal part of the stock comes from that direction? Tes ; it is always inconvenient to have 
stock coming through the town.
6436. Where were you stationed before you came here? At Never tire.
6437. Did much stock come through your station, from Bourke for Melbourne ? There was a large traffic 
in live stock last year, running night and day. Seventeen engines have been in the yard on one day.
6438. Do you know Toung ? I have been through it.
6439. Supposing a line were constructed from Toung through Grenfell and Forbes, to Parkes, and from 
thence to Dubbo, would that intercept the stock traffic that comes round by Blayney ? Most decidedly it 
would. A great deal of the traffic through here comes from Dubbo, and from the west of Dubbo. .
6440. Then the Toung line would be a great stock line ? Tes, for the Melbourne market. Pretty well
all the stock loaded at Nevertire last year, was for Melbourne. .
6441. Have any representations been made by the sheep owners in the Lachlan Yalley as to the inconvenience
of sending sheep across a narrow bridge to the trucking yards ? Not that I know of. I have seen no 
record of it. •
6442. Have you heard of any losses through the use of this narrow bridge for stock ? No. I have been 
through the books at the station, and I have not come across any complaints.
6443. Tou hand in, as an appendix, a statement showing the earnings of the Cowra railway station for the ' 
years 1888'and 1889, and other particulars ? Tes.

31 (a)—Z Mr.
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Mr. Robert Rice, sworn and further examined:—
Mr. R. Rice. (V J.|. Chairman.] I believe you wish to make some additions to the evidence you gave at Eugowra? I 

desire to say that there are thousands of acres of land on the Belabula River suitable for irrigation. I 
lOMar., 1890.2iaye tried it on a small scale, and I intend to go in for it largely, and I know others who have the same 

intention. We shall be able to grow any amount of produce, to afford traffic for the railway. Mr. Grant 
has many thousands of acres of black land, suitable for irrigation. I grow 90 bushels of corn to the acre 
in favourable seasons, without any irrigation whatever, bio doubt in a few years there will be a number 
of irrigation plants on the Belabula River, there being water and good soil. I think there has been some 
misunderstanding as to the estimated cost of the proposed railway.
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Mr. Dennis Cornelius Joseph Donnelly, storekeeper and miller, sworn and examined :—
Mr. D. C. J. 6445. Mr. Cox.~\ What is your occupation ? I am a storekeeper and miller. _ .

Donnelly. 6410. How long have you been resident at Cowra ? Twelve years. I have been m the district longer 
/■---- --- than that, but in the town of Cowra twelve years.

10 Mar., 18f0. 64i7_ Are ou we]i acquainted with the district ? Tes ; I have been, during that period, and before it.
64,18 Does your knowledge of the country extend right away north and north-west towards Cudal ? 
My knowledge of the Cudal district would not warrant me in giving you the evidence you require m 
connection with it. It is many years since I passed over the track; it was all open country then.
6419. have you to say with reference to the Cowra district P "When X first came to Cowra there
w-ere three stores, and a very small number of houses. At the present time, as you can see for your
selves, there are a great number of stores, and the population during the interval has increased wonder
fully. ’ To givfe you some idea of the increase in population, I can refer you to the fact of our not having 
a medical man nearer than Carcoar for some time. At the present time there are two medical men, three 
undertakers, and we even support a sexton. In the period I have named we have also built a substantial 
hospital, and I am proud to say that it is entirely out of debt, and has a good substantial balance to its 
credit, although it is nearly continuously full. There was only one bank when I came to Cowra—the Joint 
Stock—we have three here now. The court business, when I came here, was couducted in a small room, 
in what is called the lock-up. The building in which you are now- sitting has since been built. A gaol 
has also been built. This is also a town where the Quarter Sessions and District Court are held. As to 
the post and telegraph office, when I came here it was a little caboose next to the first public-house, as you 
go down the street. Tou have seen the new office which has been built, even that office is too small for the 
public convenience here. In regard to churches, when I came here a little brick place on the right-hand 
side of the road did service for the various congregations. There was one small Roman Catholic Church. 
Since that time we have had a new Church of England, there is a Wesleyan Church in course of erection, 
there is a large Catholic Church, and also a convent. We have a Roman Catholic school, the attendance 
at which is nearly 100. I do not know what tne attendance at the Public School is. My own children, I 
educate in my own house. I have often counted the children leaving the convent school, and I ha\ e noticed 
that there have been from 75 to 100. .
6450. What is the population ? There are about 1,400 or 1,500 persons on the roll m the police district
of Cowra ;—that, of course, would indicate a much larger population. . _
6451. That would not include Canowindra ? No. I might add that the character of the land in this
neighbourhood is exceedingly good; so much so, that a very wet season would not be as profitable to the 
growers here as a comparatively dry one. In a moderate season the head of the wheat is full and the 
stalk is short. After an extraordinary fall of rain the crop is not always so good. In the twelve years 1 have 
been here, we have had one bad season caused by drought, and another by excessive rain. These are the 
only two seasons in w-hich we have not had a fair and prosperous yield of wheat in the district. We 
should have had a splendid yield in the year 1887, hut the rain destroyed it. _ _
6452. Chairman.'] What quality of wheat is grown ? It is excellent. No better wheat is grown in any 
part of the colony, with the exception of the Bathurst Plains wheat. I think the wheat is as good as any 
I have ever seen. It is very much superior to the New Zealand wheat.
6453. What quantity of wheat do you purchase in a year ? I have had nearly as much as 20,000 bushels
of wheat on hand at one time. . .
6454. What is the present price of wheat at Cowra ? 3s. 2d. for good w-heat. Tou must take this into
consideration—that if we have a line of railway to Eorbes, and it were extended beyond that to Wilcannia 
and to-Broken Hill, then the valley of the Lachlan would be an immense territory for the supply of the 
people of Broken Hill, instead of their going to Adelaide for their supply. Instead of sending our pro
duce against the stream, as at present, we would he going with the stream. Now we are entirely ruled by 
the Sydney market. If wheat is worth 3s. 7d. in Sydney it is only worth as much less here as would cover the 
freight from here to Sydney. If we were sending wheat the other waiy, its natural course, it would be worth 
plus the freight between here and Sydney. Thus instead of being 3s. 2d. here it would he 3s. 7d., 
3s. 8d., or even more.
6455. So that the extension of the railway westward, would he far more advantageous than the present
railway eastward, to the metropolis ? Decidedly. We have sufficient good soil and resources to feed 
millions of people. The river land is admirably adapted to the growth of corn, vegetables, and fruit. 
The undulations on the river are splendid for wheat-growing, there are good clay soils. _
6456. Have you ever made a calculation of the cost of growing wheat ? No, but I think persons growing 
wheat in this or in any other district, should he placed in possession of easy command of a good market

- to recompense them for the great toil expended in its production. I have known settlers from early dawn
to all Lours of the night, struggling to clear the land. Sometimes wheat has been brought in here and I 
have bought it at 2s. 3d. I am sure that it could not have been grown for that money. Since the railway 
has been opened here there has, of course, been an improvement. I would also advocate this line, not so 
much for the benefit of the people of this town and district as for the benefit of the people of Eorbes and 
to the west. As a large consignor of wheat, my experience is that the southern market is better than the 
east. We sent a lot to Sydney this year, hut in the other years Wagga, Goulburn, and markets in that 
direction take a good deal—that is the surplus. If Eorbes bad a surplus, as she will have in time, she 
would be equi-distant from the two systems of railway, and would be able to send her .produce to either 
market—to the most suitable at the time. 6457.
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6457. From what you say, cultivation must have materially increased since the rail way came here ? Yery Mr. D. 0. J.
much.. When the people began to take up land, they were under the impression that a railway would be Donnelly, 
built; it assisted iu inducing persons to take up land, and since its completion it has assisted them to grow n
more wheat. lOMar., 1890.
6458. Are they still clearing their land P Yes, and such large proprietors as Mr. Sloane and Mr. Alford 
must be able to count their wheat by the thousand bags this season.
6459. The reduced rate for the carriage of wheat I suppose has also been of materiaTassistanee ? It does 
not always bring about that result, but it has been better on the present occasion. It often happens 
that the consumer gets the benefit of the reduction. On this occasion the farmer is getting the entire 
benefit of the reduction—that is so far as this season has gone. Another matter I wish to refer to is the 
stock traffic. A short time ago this railway was continually kept going with specials taking stock to the 
Yictorian market. A great deal of it came from the far west, and I need hardly point out that the 
carriage of this stock found from Forbes to Parkes, Parkes to Molong, Molong to Orange, Orange to 
Blayney, and Blayney to this place, would involve a great deal of unnecessary knocking about. The direct 
line across to Cowra would avoid all that, and there would be a great saving of freight. The cost of 
construction would be very low, and there are no engineering difficulties to be surmounted, with the 
exception of one bridge over the Belabula, and I do not know that that would be at all difficult in 
construction. I might also mention that the difference in altitude, between this place and Forbes, is only 
100 feet, so that the grades would be very simple. Our elevation is only 900 feet above the waters of Port 
Jackson. I exhibit a sample of wheat, of which I bought 1,773 bushels. It was grown just beyond the 
cemetery, about 5 miles from Cowra, on the Canowindra-road.
6460. Mr. Cox.] Now as to the returns of traffic going through here, I presume a good deal of traffic over .
the railway to Cowra still goes through Eugowra to Borenore P A good deal of the traffic does go from 
beyond Forbes, and Forbes itself to Borenore. I know this ybar a premium has been offend by Wright,
Heaton, & Co. to carriers taking loading that way. That is, a greater amount was paid for carriage ‘
given to teams going to Borenore than to teams going to Cowra, in proportion to the distance. -
6461. What reason would there be for that;—is there less haulage afterwards from Borenore, than there
would be from Cowra to Sydney ? I could not say. This is a matter which has come to my own 
knowledge. I should think that the distance from Borenore to Sydney would not be much shorter than 
from here. There is smother thing which has militated against the traffic coming this way. Yery heavy 
wool teams have been led to believe that the bridge would not carry their weights across, and they have 
been afraid to come this way. ’
6462. In other districts it is said that you have no metalled roads to hurt the bullocks feet, and that is the 
reason they come this way, although it is further ? Some excuse is given for everything which is done.
A great deal of the loading this way is brought by horse teams, therefore the excuse about the hurting of 
the bullocks feet does not apply.
6463. Is there more open land for turning out teams on this road than on the other road ? Yes ; there
are some good openings for turning out teams, also for bullocks. There is driftway all the way along for 
the accommodation of stock, and that can be used by teamsters. I was about to refer to the resources of 
the district independently of agriculture and pasture. I might say that we have iron ores in abundance 
here. We have some of the richest iron ore to be found in any part of the world in very large quantities 
distributed over a considerable surface. We have also some silver bearing lodes. We have both silver 
and gold. For miles from here you can trace copper any wffiere. I have no doubt, but that in the 
course of a short time some first-class copper mines will be found in this neighbourhood. Milburn Creek 
is the nearest. . There is one mine which has been partially worked about 8 miles from this town, and it is 
now being inspected with a view to its being reopened. I have had considerable experience in mining 
myself. I commenced mining the year before gold was discovered in New South Wales, and from that .
experience I can safely say that richer or finer iron ore is not likely to be found in any part of Australia
than you can find here. 1 will now refer to some statistics as to the earnings of the railway. In 1887 the 
earnings of the railway were £16,026 16s. lOd. The total during the last two years including that sum is 
£81,452 7s. Id. The difference between the two sums ivould give you the earnings for the last two years.
6464. What are the items ? The passengers outward for the years 1888 and 1889 were 8,907, the goods 
inward amounted to 11,177 tons 3 cwts. 2 qrs., the goods outward to 9,712 tons 18 cwts. 2 qrs., the wool to 
32,070 bales, or about 6,413 tons 14 cwt. The wheat in 1889 amounted to 3,223 bags. The live stock 
traffic for 1888 and 1889, inwards and outwards, was as follows :—Horses, 292 ; cattle, 2954 ; sheep,
85,166; pigs, 3,671.
6165. Chairman.] There is a great difference between your return of wheat and the return given by the 
station-master ;—are your returns copied from the books ? I believe they are copied from the books.
For 1890, the passengers, up to the end of January, numbered 618 ; the goods outwards were 1,859 tons 
0 cwt. 2 qrs., and the goods inwards 509 tons 10 cwts. and 3 qrs. The wool amounted to 1,974 bales, or 394 
tons 16 cwts. There were 13,210 bags of -wheat, and the earnings for the month were £5,152 12s. 9d.
6166. Mr. Cox.] The members of this Committee have seen nearly the whole of these routes with the 
exception of that between here and Eugowva ;—what kind of country is it between these turn places ? I 
have never passed over it. I have been from Canowindra to Cargo, but not to Eugowra.
6467. Chairman.] I think you stated that a line constructed from here to the west would be of a great ■ ,
deal more consequence to this district than the railway constructed eastward ? I think a line constructed
from here to bring this district in touch with the large consuming district of Broken Hill, -will be a great 
advantage, not only to this district, but to every district along the valley of the Lachlan.
6468. Did you not state that a line westward wrould be of more importance to this district than a line 
eastward ? I do not recollect it; but if you mean the line to Sydney, it would be because in sending 
produce to Sydney, you are sending against the stream, whereas in sending it the other way, you are with 
the stream.
6469. Would you have made that same statement if you had not a line from Sydney to this place ;— 
would you prefer a line to the -west, to a line from this place to Sydney? I should prefer a lino most suitable 
to the circumstances surrounding it. If you put that question to me before the railway had been here, my 
answer would be guided by the surroundings, I might say “ No,” or I might say “ Yes.” At the time of 
the railway being made here, there was no Broken Hill.
6470. But supposing Broken Hill had been in existence,'you would advocate communication with

Sydney -
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Mr. D. C. J. Sydney before communication with any town in the extreme west? It is necessary to be brought into con- 
Donnelly. with Sydney, of course. It would be necessary to have a line to Sydney as well as the other one.

lOMar^lSOO ®uf-11°t the line to Sydney of more importance than the line westward? I thought so at the
* a ■’ ' time. If we had no line to bring us in touch with Sydney and other places, a railway to Wilcannia would

not be so good for the public at large as would a line to Sydney. Locally speaking a railway from here to 
Broken Hill would be of more advantage, because when goods come into Sydney at low figures, New 
Zealand wheat and chaff, for instance, they could not be brought over the Blue Mountains, to compete 
with us here; that, however, would be a very selfish view to take of the matter.
6172. Do you grow enough in this district for your own consumption ? Last year we did not; we had to 
import.
6473. As a rule you grow more than you require ? Decidedly.
6474. Where is your usual market? The best markets I have had for wheat have been on the southern 
railway system. I have sent a lot of wheat to Goulburn and to other places along that line. This year 
there has been a demand from various quarters along the southern line, as well as at Bathurst. All the 
mills at Bathurst have been buying, and several speculators in Sydney have also been buying.
6475. Have you sent much of your wheat from here to Forbes ? Tes, very largely.
6476. Begularly ? Not regularly. I have not sent much for the last three or four years, but up to that 
time it was quite a regular thing for the Forbes millers to come clown here, buying wheat. I have pur
chased a great quantity for them. I might add that prior to the opening of the western railway to 
Nyngan and those places, Forbes was in a better'posilion than it has since been in. The whole of the 
country as far as Cobar and Mount Hope, was supplied through Forbes. Hence they' were glad to get 
produce from any quarter for distribution. The opening of the line to Nyngan took away some of their 
back trade, so that they do not do as much in the distributing line, as they did before.
6477. Puttingwiside all personal feeling and'interest in the matter, which do you think would be the most 
suitable line to construct for the benefit of the greatest number of people ? I have not the slightest 
personal feeling in the matter. I am certain that the line itself for several years would not benefit me in 
any way—on the contrary, it would militate against my business. A good deal of my present business 
would go through in the train, but I do say this—that the district round about would benefit immensely 
from a railway. Anything which opens up a market for a producing district, must be of help and benefit 
to it.
6478. Mr. Dowell] Do you hold any official position in this town ? The only position I hold, is that of 
an alderman and magistrate of the territory.
64/9. Can you give the Committee any information as to the value of the ratable property in this town ? 
I could not do that.
6480. Could you give us the amount of the rates collected ? Not at this moment.
6481. To what do you attribute the progress and prosperity of the town? To the free selection round
here, during the last ten or twelve years. '
6482. If this line were constructed from Cowra to Forbes, do 3*ou think some of the settlers to whom you 
refer, would contribute any considerable amount of revenue to it ? I am positive of it. Before this line 
nas opened to Blayney, the coach often started without a passenger. I have often travelled the whole 
distance without a companion.
6483. Is the passenger traffic between Cowra and Forbes considerable ? No. I was speaking of the
traffic between Cowra and Blayney. As soon as a railway is formed, and facilities are given to jrassengers 
to come, they will come fast enough. .
6484. The passenger traffic to Forbes at present is not very large ?' No; but the passenger traffic between 
here and Forbes, is equal to the traffic between here and Blayney, when I first came to this town.
6485. Are the coaches well filled with passengers? There is a daily coach from here, and I do not 
know whether it is often full or not—they generally have passengers in them.
6186. This is a very considerable wheat-growing district ? Tes ; and the area under wheat is increasing 
every year—the ground is very suitable for the growth of wheat.
6487. How many threshing-machines are there in the district ? At present only two.
6488. I suppose a large number of strippers are used ? Nearly every farmer has a stripper.
6489. Tou spoke just now of the mineral resources of the district—how many men are employed in this 
district working in connection with minerals? Not many. I could not say how many. Some are 
working upon the river in a small way, some are working out at the Battery, Burrowa Biver. A fewr men 
arc working at Broula. There would be a greater number, but at present they are waiting for the Pros
pecting Board to come out and see if any assistance should be given. The bulk of the men engaged in 
mining, will be found at Canowindra.
6490. T ou say there are large deposits of iron here ? Tes. As it stands at present, it is impossible to 
work it. In the first place, there is an indisposition on the part of the people to undertake such an 
occupation; in the second place, the difficulty in getting up the furnaces is great; and thirdly, the cheap 
late at which iron can be brought here from other parts of the world, prevents persons from going into 
such a speculation. To my mind, however, the day is not far distant, when the mines will not only be profit
ably worked, but when they will employ a large number of hands.
6491. Do you know the surveyed routes known as Cumming’s and Thornbury’s? Tes ; I know them as far 
as Canowindra.
6492. What is the nearest point to either of those routes at which these deposits of iron ore would be
round . So far as they have been discovered, about 9 or 10 miles, but they may prove a great deal closer 
than that, if they are further developed. ^ ^ ± °
6493. I suppose there has been considerable discussion here about these rival routes ? Tes.
/Mor’ vrnf aii7 public opinion been given on the subject? At public meetings.
649o. What has it been ? A committee was appointed at a public meeting to collect funds to pay Mr
Ihornbury and other expenses in connection with the survey. I think Mr. Thornbury was paid by the
inhabitants, but I am not sure. j i j

6496. What route was favoured at the meeting to which you refer ? Mr. Thornbury’s at that meeting, 
v e<^Ueint^ another meeting was held, at which Cummings’ route was advocated, and it was shown

that the grades could be reduced, without lengthening the line very materially.
6497. Do you know any of the route from Toung, through Forbes, to Grenfell? I know the country
rrom the Weddm Mountains to Forbes. fi4.9S J
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fil8' Hr 1 genera! knowledge of these three routes, which, in your opinion, would he the most advan- Mr. D. 0. J 
tageous for the Government to construct? The line to he constructed for the benefit of the whole Connelly, 
population is, I think, from here to Porbes-it goes through a fertile valley ; it is easy of construction ; — 

icre is plenty of material at hand, and it opens a large tract of country already vrell populated I think 10 Mar.,1890 
these are reasons enough. ^ ^ i i
yt9- minrr011^ °f W0Uld te br°Ught t0 the ralhvay ^ Pers01ls settled alonS ttat route?

Mr. Ivie James Sloane, grazier, sworn and examined:—
G5C0. JTr. Cox.~\ What are you? I am a grazier.
6501. You reside in the vicinity of Cowra ? Within 12 miles of it.
6502. Have you a large area of freehold ? About 27,000 acres. '

J?ave you al1^ leasehold ? No. I have two reserves but no leaseholds, 
ern-' ^?11se<luen*1y» no portion of your run can be taken up in the present year ? No.
0o.0o What are the reserves on your run ? One is a water reserve, and the other is a camping reserve, 
but it is not on the mam road. 1 °
6506. What is the name of your run ? The Homestead is North Logan
6507. Do you cultivate? Yes. I cultivated 300 acres last year. '
6508. What crop had you ? All wheat last year.
6509. Have you much laid down in lucerne ? None at all.
6510 Do you not find lucerne a profitable crop, on the banks of the river ? No doubt it is, but I have 
not tried it. I intend to try it this year.
6511 Have you heard of persons keeping as much as eight sheep to the acre, on the land here ? No ; 
n-i rT aave !<ePt ^en f°r Slx months. I have kept five all the year round on river flats.
Ooli. On the natural grasses ? On thistle flats.
6513. We had evidence this morning to the effect that as many as eight sheep to the acre were being 
kept on thistles on the flats here ? I daresay they could be. I had ten to the acre for six months, and 
they came off fat, they were not removed on account of the scarcitv of food, in fact, after they were 
removed, five sheep to the acre were left on the land. J

J!°w l°nS have you been cultivating the soil ? Since the railway came, chiefly—not much before 
Goto. Have you found it profitable ? Yes. ‘

What is about your average yield of wheat ? I reckon about 15 bushels.
G5i7. This year I presume you had a heavy crop ? Yes ; up to 40 bushels.
6518. What was the average this year ? The late crops were cut up with the rust. That reduced the 
average a good deal. I suppose it would be about 26 bushels.
6519. In 1888 what average had you ? 12£ bushels.
6520. There are some half dozen or more freeholds of about the same area as yours, in this district—are 
there not, Campbell s, Osborne’s, and Grant’s, for instance ? About four or five, I think.
6521. I suppose there is no dummying in this neighbourhood ? I can only speak for myself. .
6o22. Were these freeholds chiefly obtained by improvement purchases at auction ? That is how I had 
to buy mine principally. Of course I bought out a great many selectors. The selectors whom I bought 
out were, however, bona fide. °
6523. What is the value of selected land in this district ? I think they are getting about £2 10s. There 
is a certain amount still to he paid up. There is generally 10s. to 12s. to pay, but it is first class a»ri- 
cultural land..
6521. Taking the whole of this country together, hoiv many sheep will it keep to the acre ? Speakino' 
landlySelt 1 am rUnning a breedinS ewe and a balf to the acre. I run two dry sheep—that is on the flat

6525. Is that a fair average of the capabilities of this country? I think so—that is on the flat land of 
course—not going into the hilly country. All the improved land is capable of carrying that amount of
SuOCn.
6526. Do you know the country to the north, towards Cudal and Borenore ? I have been through there. 
6l>27. Do you know the line staked out from Boren’ore, through Cudal, to Eugowra ? No.
6o2S. Do you know the line from Molong to Parkes and Porbes ? I have been along a part of that line 
but not through the whole way. The biggest part of the traffic comes here, in preference to Borenore. 
1 know that from the teamsters themselves.
6o29. They have macadamized roads and you have bush roads? The carriers bring the goods here and 
pay the extra trainage rather than go to Borenore. ’
6530. Does that apply to horse as well as to bullock teams ? I have heard the owners of both sorts of 
teams say so.
6531. Then there is no truth in the evidence given elsewhere that the bullock teams all come here on
account oi the softer road, and on account of there being more accommodation for the bullocks while the 
horse teams went the other way along the macadamized road ? I could not say that a large proportion of 
horse teams come along this road. 1 1
6532. You know the country between this point and Eugowra ? Yes.
6533. Is it a favourable country for railway construction? I do not think there is any obstacle, excep- 
through Cr0SSing °J' tbe Belabula- Tlie ground is slightly undulating, hut it is not difficult country to get

6534. Yrom your knowledge of the traffic through here, do you think a railway constructed between this 
point and Eorbes for about £320,000, would pay a fair interest and working expenses ? I should think it 
would Oi course the construction of a railway would no doubt increase the traffic. Eor my own part I

a dea^ rnore Hud under crop and that would mean additional revenue to the railway. 
Go35. It a railway were made through to Eorbes I suppose all the traffic would come this way instead of 
part of it going to Borenore ? Yes. • ‘
6536. And you think there would be a reasonable prospect of the railway paying? Yes.
or'oo" ta° ^°U t,r.ic,k n.lan^ sbe?P to sydney ? I have not trucked very many these last few years.
Go38. Do you think the trucking yards are conveniently situated? I think the trucking yards ought to 
be on the other side of the river—that is my opinion. They have to cross the line so much. The biggest 
part have to cross the river, and cross the line. * 6539

Mr. I. J.
Sloane.
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6539. ‘Have any representations been made to the G-overnment with a view to a change in the position o£ 
the trucking yards ? I think representations have been made to have the yards brought to this side of the 
line. There is G-overnment land on the other side, and they could make trucking yards there, and at the 
same time have some accommodation for stock. At present the beasts can get nothing to eat, but on the 
other side they could get a feed. I think there is only one small reserve where they can feed now, and 
unless the G-overnment keep stray stock off, there is nothing on it.
6540. Would you have to cross any flooded country going from here to Eugowra, besides the point you 
have spoken of on the Belabula River ? There is another small creek.
6541. But are there any flooded flats ? I do not think so ; I do not know of any.
6542. Erom Eugowra to Eorbes, by keeping to the railway route, you can avoid the floods ? I could not
say that. 1 know there is low land, but where the line goes, I do not know..
6543. Do you know Young and Grrenfell? Yes.
6541. Are you aware that a railway is projected by the present G-ovemment to go from Young, through 
Grrenfell, Eorbes, Parkes, and Dubbo ? I have heard of it. _
6545. Do you think that would he a more national line than the line from Cowra ? My own opinion is 
that this line should be carried" through, and I do not say so from self-interest.
6546. If the line were carried through from here to Eorbes, it would go on to Parkes and Dubbo ? It
could, I daresay; but I thought it was to go on to Wilcannia.
6547. Looking at the matter from a national point of view, do you think the line from Young, through 
Grenfell, to Eorbes, would be more advantageous in the general interests of the country, than the line via 
Cowra ? I would not venture an opinion on that point. I thought the line from Cowra to Eorbes, was to 
be continued to Wilcannia.

182 PAKLIAMKNTAEX STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

Mr. Henry Eord, contractor, sworn and examined :—
Mr. Dowel.'] Where do you reside ? At Cowra; I am a contractor.
Do you know the proposed route from Cowra to Canowindra? Yes.
You know' the class of country through which the line passes ? Yes.
Have you been over the route ? Two or three times.
Have you observed any engineering difficulties ? Nothing, beyond ordinary culverts.
Do you know of any timber along the line, within a reasonable distance, suitable for sleepers, for 

fencing, and for bridge wrork ? Yes ; at various places along the line, good timber can be obtained.
6554. Suitable for railway purposes, generally ? Yes.
6555. What is the character of the timber ? Stringybark, ironbark, and gum—it is very good timber.
6556. In your opinion there would be no difficulty in procuring timber ? I do not think so.
6557. What about ballast ? There is plenty of it all along the line—that is within 4 or 5 miles of it. At
various places it may be from 6 to 8 miles, but it is not further. -
6558. Having travelled over the route, you have observed the class of settlement along it ? Yes, there 
are a great many settlers along the line.
6559. Of what class are they ? Farmers.
6560. Do they combine pastoral with agricultural pursuits ? Yes, most of them.
6561. What is the nature of the evidence you desire to give to the Committee ? Nothing more than this : 
That I think this is a very desirable route to be adopted, in view of the progress of the district.
6562. Do you know the rival routes which have been staked out ? I know the one from Molong to 
Parkes. I was over that some two years ago. .
6563. Did you know the country previous to that ? Yes; I was over it many years, travelling with cattle. 
6561. You have not had a recent opportunity of observing the settlement on that line ? No.
6565. So that you cou could not compare the two lines on their merits ? No.
6566. Have you any knowledge of the routes knowm as Thombury’s route and Cumming’s route? I know 
Thornbury’s route.
6567. Have you any knowdedge of Cummings’ route ? I have been over it the whole w'ay, but I should
adopt Thornbury’s route. .
6568. That, in your opinion, is the best line to construct? Yes, because the material is handier, and the 
gradients are not so big. I think the line would be shorter, but I am not positive on that point.
6569. Would it pass through country as well settled as the country on the other route ? The country is
much the same in both cases. .
6570. You know the country on the route from Young, through Grenfell, to Eorbes ? No ; but I have 
been informed about that route. I have seen 4 feet of water in some parts of it.
6571. As a contractor, you have watched the rise and progress of this town ? I have.
6572. Is it of late years that it has gone ahead? When I came here in 1866, there were thirty-three 
houses and four hotels, and now we have eight hotels, and 600 good houses.
6573. Do you attribute this prosperity and the rise of the town, to the construction of the railway, or to 
the bona fide settlement of the soil? I think the construction of a railway has brought settlement here.
6574. Settlement was not here before the railway came ? Yes, but it was not so large as it is now.
6575. Erom your knowledge of the country, do you anticipate that there will be a large amount of traffic 
on this line ? It will open up the country from the south to the -west, in a direct line.
6576. Do you know the country from Eugowra to Eorbes ? Yes.
6577. I suppose you have heard many discussions about these various routes ? Yes.
6578. Which appears to be the most favoured route ? The route to Eorbes, via Canowindra, I think. I 
think if it were constructed, it would prove the most payable.

. H. Ford. 6548.
'---- n 6549.
Mar., 1890. 0550.

6551.
6552.
6553.

Mr. I. J.
Sloane.

10MarM890.

Mr. Donald Mclnnes, auctioneer and commission agent, sworn and examined:—
Mr. 6579. Mr Deed] What are you ? I am an auctioneer and commission agent.

Mclnnes. 6580. Residing in Cow'ra ? Yes. I have been here since 1881.
^Sl. You were employed by the Railway League at Cowra, I believe, to collect statistics ? Yes ; I hand in 

Ma-., 1890. a copy of them.
6582. Will you describe the boundaries of the district within which you collected these statistics ? In 
some instances they extend from here to Canowindra. In some cases they go up to 8 miles, and in other 
cases not more than 6 miles. 6583.
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6583. The return you now hand in shows the names of residents on the proposed railway from Cowra , Mr. 
to Torhes, the number and area of holdings, the cultivation, the yield per acre, the sheep, cattle, horses D- M‘Innee. 
and pigs, 8 miles from Cowra and 6 miles from either side of the line, and also within a radius of 8 miles ' 
of Cowra? Tes. • lOMar., 1S90.
6581. Did you go from farm to farm ? No; I have been a grain buyer during this wheat season, and in 
most cases I took advantage of the farmers coming in. I got the statistics from the men themselves in ‘ 
this town.
6585. "When did you collect these statistics ? In the month of January; I think about the latter end of the 
month.
6586. Had the farmers all threshed their wheat at that time ? The greater part of the wheat in the 
district is stripped; it was nearly all stripped, and the wheat was coming in during the month of January.
6587. There are some who reap and bind ? Very few. ■
6588. Would they have threshed at the time you took these returns ? Not all.
6589. That being the case how could you-arrive at the yield? I saw them personally. In the radius
within which I collected these statistics, I know of only a few who did thresh. •
6590. But if they had not threshed how could they give you the average yield ? Most of them stripped 
some, and they gave the average of what they had stripped.
6591. Had you any arrangement with the collectors of Canowindra, as to the boundaries within which you 
would collect these data ? The Canowindra statistics were collected before the Cowra League collected 
theirs; therefore I had the Canowindra statistics before me.
6592. In that case you can tell me whether any names on your list are included in the Canowundra 
statistics ? I am certain they are not.
6593. Tou have no doubt about it ? None whatever.
6594. Did you receive the returns of stock and the carrying capabilities of the land, from the owners ?
From the owners; I will read you the totals ; they are: 157 holders holding 130,403 acres, of which 8,786 
acres are cultivated. There are 138,423 sheep, 4,382 cattle, 1,930 horses, and 1,594 pigs.
6595. Tou swear that this return is correct? Tes, as far as my knowledge is concerned.
6596. Tou are a grain buyer ? Tes ; I have been during this season. '
6597. That would necessitate your visiting various parts of the district ? Tes.
6598. How long have you been buying grain ? Since about the 24th December last; that was the date 
of the first lot I bought. This is my first esperiment as a grain buyer. I have been a commission agent
and auctioneer in the district for about four years.

0599. What is the impression left in your mind as to the condition of the settlers among whom you have 
to go ? Generally speaking they are fairly well off. This season has been a very prosperous one, and has 
given them a fair rise. %
6600. Do you think they are making a living ? I am sure they are. This year they have done fairly well.
6601. Tou do not think many of them will sell, after compliance with the residence condition? Ido 
not think so, so long as there is an increase in values. I do not know of more than two or three who are 
intending to sell.
6602. Is not the price of land an inducement to settlers to sell ? I have fewer farms in my hands for sale
at the present time, than I have had for the last four years. There are more buyers than sellers. I sell 
a good deal of land. . .
6603. Have any farms passed through your hands ? Tes.
6604. At what price ? I sold a farm of 2,006 acres for £7,150; that was along this proposed routs.
6605. Was that a conditional purchase ? Partly conditional purchase, and partly freehold. ’
6606. Have you been living in the district for any time ? For the last nine years.
6607. Where were you before ? I took up a selection in the district, when t came from Tictoria. *
6608. Tou were a Victorian? Tes; I have been farming part of my time in Victoria, and I was for
some time an auctioneer. • '
6609. Where were you farming in Victoria ? In the Ballarat district, near Clunes, and in the Avoea 
Valley.
6610. Did you come over on this side to take up a selection ? Tes.
6611. Tou do not appear to have held it very long? It was sold to another Victorian farmer, who has 
not yet taken possession of it.
6612. Why did you sell ? Because it was 12 miles out of town, and I found that it was too far from my 
business.
6613. Did you sell before the railway came here? No ; afterwards. '
6614. Did you sell because you found wheat-growing an unprofitable industry ? No ; I did not.
6615. Did you cultivate wheat ? Tes. *
6616. Where did you find your market ? In the first year we had to send to Blayney—that was before 
the railway came—and it cost about Is. 6d. a bushel carriage.
6617. What is the quality of the land, and the average yield per acre compared with the land and yield you
had in Victoria ? The land in this district is better than any place I have lived in in Victoria for wheat
growing ; it will grow a better quality of wheat. .
6618. Is the yield better than it is there ? Inmost places. Some places in Victoria are very dry. The
Avoca Valley for instance. ■
6619. What is the average there ? Sometimes it is as low as a bag to the acre, and sometimes it is up to
four. I never saw it over four, and I have seen it when it was not worth stripping.
6620. How does the price go there ? It would be something like the price here at the present time.
6621. According to your return the average here is between 19 and 20 bushels ? Taking it roughly this 
year it would be 26 or 27.
6622. Are these particulars correct ? I got the statistics from the men themselves. My family are living
about 12 miles out of town, and they cultivate about 40 acres. My own cultivation, this year gave about
35 bushels. •
6623. Tou have no reason to doubt the accuracy of these returns ? Not the slightest.
6624. In fact if they gave you continuously very high returns, and you thought they were not correct/you 
■would not put them in ? No ; I would not swear to them, but I am sure that these returns are approxi
mately correct.
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_ ■»?&’ 6625. 1hen the farmer in this colony would be in a perfect paradise as compared with the Yictorian
farmer ? I do not say that. They do not cultivate such large areas although the yield per acre looks 

io ivTav i QQn larSe> tliey estivate so little that the profit is comparatively small. The Victorians go in for small profits 
5 and large returns.

6626. Have you seen a total failure in the crop here ? I think I have seen one, and that I believe was in 
1888. It would not pay that year, certainly. Off a farm I sold, there was a return that year, of one bag 
to the acre.

In some of the late crops.6627. Was there any rust this year ? 
the case of late sowing.
6628. Taking one year with another the wheat crop is a comparative certainty ? 
in time.

We do not have it as a rule except in 

As long as it is put in

Mr.
H. Dennis. 

10Mai\7l89ft

6629. That being the case there is likely to be a large freight of grain and flour for the railway at this 
place ? Yes.

Mr. Henry Dennis, manager and proprietor of the “ Fitzroy Hotel,” sworn and examined
6630. Chairman.'] What is your occupation? I am manager and proprietor of the “ Fitzroy Hotel,”
Lachlan-street, Cowra. •
6631. How long have you been here ? Since 1875.
6632. Have you observed much improvement in the place since you came here? It has grown nearly 
three times its size in that time.
6633. Has there been much growth since the railway opened here ? Yes. ■
6634. It has given a great impetus to the place ? Yes.
6635. Do you find business as brisk as it was a few years ago ? I find that my returns for some months, 
have been nearer what they were when the railway was in course of construction.
6636. Was it during the construction of the railway that you found your trade most brisk ? Yes. Of 
course it is certain to be brisk then, but the standard business is twice what it was before, or very nearly 
twice. My weekly takings are nearly twice as much as they were before the railway commenced.
6637. To what do you attribute that? To the construction of the railway.
6638. Causing traffic to go this way instead of by other routes ? Yes.
6639. You find more teams now than there used to be? Yes. One difference it has made in my trade I 
will endeavour to explain: Commercial travellers who used to travel with several horses come by rail now. 
I have comparatively no business in the stable; but, with the exception of that particular branch, my 
business has increased considerably.
6640. Do you know the country outside ? Yes ; from here to Cudal I know it thoroughly well.
6641. *4 Iso to Canowindra ? Yes.
6642. It is good country ? Splendid-country.
6643. Is it in large holdings ? It is, for the most part, in very decent farm holdings. There are only two
stations, and they are Mr. Osborne’s and Mr. Sloane’s. .
6644. How many acres ? I could not say.
6645. Do you know if there are any large holdings on the other side of the river ? On the western side 
of the Lachlan there are some considerable holdings, but they are not very large, they are principally 
farmers. Mr. Watt and Mr. Phillip have holdings of some size, but there is nothing very large. Then 
there is Mr. Pagan, at Mulgan. That is cn the eastern side of the Lachlan, next to Mr. Sloane’s.
6646. Then there are three large holders ? Mr. Osborne, Mr. Sloane, and Mr. Pagan.
6647. Do you know the country to the north of Cudal? I knew it a good many years ago.
6648. Have you been to Parkes within the last few years ? Hot within the last ten years.
6649. Have you any further evidence to give to the Committee ? I desire to draw attention to the very 
central position of Cowra, situated as it is, on the loop-line between the Great Southern and Great 
Western Eailways. I think if Thornbury’s line were adopted from here to Porbes, it would be a general 
benefit; it would certainly do more good than either of the other lines, as far as my knowledge goes. 
Cowra seems to be a natural junction for the traffic. Traffic can be sent from here to the south or to the 
west. It is in a better position than any other place which has been mentioned to the Committee as a 
starting point. #
6650. HovV do you make that out ? Prom the geographical position.
6651. Would not Young be more central ? No ; I think Cowra is in a better situation, having regard to
the main lines of railway, i'he line would pass through splendid agricultural country; there would be no 
heavy cuttings, and it would be.cheaply constructed. ■

. Beilby Kemp, Psq., sworn and further examined :—
B. Kemp, 6652. H£r. Lee.] You are now in a position to give the Committee some information as to the reserves ?

Esq- I find that the reserves in the parish of Kenilworth are 3,509 acres; in Tintern about 2,000 acres. There
i a stock reserve in Wattamondara of about 3,000 acres. Most of the other reserves are small,
iu Mar., nao. There are a lot of small reserves, but there is a gold-field reserve at Broula of about 29,000 acres.

6653. How does that lie from the town of Cowra ? It would be south-west.
6654. Do you know the quality of the land there ? No.
6655. Have any applications been made to have that reserve revoked ? They would not come to me ; 
there are about 40,60J acres of conditional leases ; that includes the converted pre-emptive leases.
6656. The right of purchase is attached to these leases ? Yes.
6657. Then as to the revenue of your office ? In 1889 the revenue was £11,834.
6658. Has there been a Government sale of town allotments during your time ? No.
6659. Do you wish to supplement your evidence in any way ? I think I said this morning that there was 
a great deal of land open, but, after looking at the maps, I see there is not so much as I thought—it is 
fairly well taken up.
6660. Is there much land available at the present, moment ? No ; very little at the present moment— 
there is a good demand for it.
6661. That likely to become available, is in the pastoral leases ? Yes.
6662. I suppose some of the reserves may be dispensed with, in the public interest ? Yes ; I think so. 
6663-4, I suppose there are some very good water reserves without any water on them? It is quite possible.

; ! ! TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY, 11 MARCH, 1890.
\_The Sectional Gommittee met at the Court-house, Cowra, at 10 a.m.~\

—
JAMES EBENEZEE TONKIN, Esq. (Chaibmak)-

The Hon. G-eoege Hekey Cox. | William Speixgthoepe Dowel, Esq.
Chables Alfeed Lee, Esq. •

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Kailway from Molong to Parkes and Eorbes.

Mr. Stephen Wright, forwarding agent, sworn, and examined —
6665. Mr. Lee.~\ What are you ? I am a forwarding agent, residing at Cowra.
6666. How long have you followed that occupation ? About two years.
6667. At any other place besides Cowra ? No.
6668. Have Wright, Heaton, & Co. an agent here ? They have.
6669. To what portion of the district do you forward goods ? Eorbes, Condobolin, Euabalong, and other
places. '
6670. What is the largest centre to which you forward goods ? Eorbes.
6671. How many tons do you send a month ? During the last twelve months I have sent about 400 tons of 
loading to Eorbes, and along the proposed line of railway. Other agents have also sent large quantities.
6672. Had the railway opened when you started business P The station had just opened when I started.
6673. Do you know what progress has been made since the opening of the line ? Some of the principal
storekeepers in Eorbes got their goods through Cowra immediately the line opened, and they have since 
continued to do so. The traffic has greatly increased from here to’Eorbes, and also to Euabalong. , '
6674. What is the nature of the Condobolin traffic ? Generally merchandise.
66/5. Tou have no monopoly of the trade in this district, I suppose :—other agents would forward as well 
as yourself ? Tes. rr > 6 ,
6676. Do you send any goods to Parkes P A few small lots to Parkes ; a good deal of produce has gone 
from here to Parkes.
6677. Have you been over that part of the country yourself ? I have been from here to Eorbes.

•^-re they chiefly horse or bullock drays on the road ? They are about equal in number. Lastyear 
the horse teams had preference; this year, being a good season, the bullock teams had preference; 
taking the seasons all through, they are about equal.
66/9. Is the traffic about equal all the year through, or is it greater at one time than another in con
sequence of the back loading during the wool season ? It is pretty general throughout the year.
6680. Does much Eorbes or Condobolin wool come this way ? A good deal of it.
6681. Do you know whether the drays are stopped on the road through bad weather ? They have not
been at any time during the last two years. . '
6682. Is any portion of the road subject to flood ? In extreme w'et weather; but there is nothing to
delay the traffic for any length of time. “
6683. Taking the country to the south of Condobolin—that is between Condobolin and the main southern
line -is there much of the traffic from that part filters into that town ? We have some of the traffic from 
the district between Condobolin and Euabalong. The whole of the traffic from Euabalong has come here 
during the past two seasons. There has been a good deal of traffic between Cowu-a and Mount Hope 
especially during the last season. r
6684. That wras in consequence of the severe season ? That had something to do with it. I forwarded 
several lots of goods myself to Euabalong.
6685. Has any portion of the Grenfell traffic come through here ? Tes ; nearly all the Grenfell traffic.
6686. What is the distance of Grenfell from here ? Thirty-five miles.
6687. Is it nearer than Toung? The distance by road is about the 
greatly in excess.
6688. Does the railway traffic from Cowra come by way of Blayney, or Murrumburrah ? Blayney.
6689. Is there any trade from the south of Cowra ? Erom Murrumburrah and from Albury. Agricul
tural machinery and flour have come into this district from Albury. 6
6690. How do you account for that ? Last year the district was short of grain.
6691. Was there not sufficient grown in the district to supply the demand? No. '
6692. Is there much stock trucked from here ? A considerable quantity for both markets. Last year a 
considerable quantity was trucked for Melbourne.
6693. Do you happen to know how many teams are_plying to and from this station and various portions
or the district. I have not made an estimate, but I have seen as many as ten or twelve teams a week. 
On the average, there would be about eight or nine teams a week down the river, from this place to Eorbes" 
Condobolin, and Canowindra. ’
6694. Does the whole of the Canowindra traffic come here ? Tes.
6695. Is there any Eugowra traffic ? A little not a great deal—that goes «/« Borenore. Last year we had 
a considerable amount of wool from Eugowra.
6696. Is there any traffic from Cargo ? Tes.
6697. Do they get their goods from here ? No ; from Orange. A good deal of wool comes here from 
between Parkes and Porbes. A lot of wool came in from Bogan Grate last season.
6698. Is the grass better on this route ? Tes, along the river, and the route is also shorter.
6699. There is more likely to be feed for teamsters—that is one reason for their coming here P The 
land carriage by team down the river is cheaper than it is the other side.

1U are a^arf that tbe obiect of tbis inquiry is to ascertain the expediency of constructing a line 
from Molong to Parkes and Eorbesdo you think the Cowra line will suit the bulk of the population in 
this large area ? Well, persons trucking stock or goods from Eorbes or Parkes, via Molong would have 
to return at right angles to take their produce to Melbourne.
6701.. Tou do not know much about the settlement to the north of the Parkes line ? No ; but from what 
L have been told by persons residing in those districts, they would prefer to come here.

. 31 (a)—2 A ~

Mr.
S. Wright. 

11 Mar., 1890.

same, but the railway distance is
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John Plumb, Esq., M.P., sworn and examined:—
Chairman.^ Tou are one of the representatives of the electorate of Carcoar ? Tes.
Are you conversant with this district ? Tes.
Have you known it long ? Eor some eighteen years.
Where do you reside ? At present, in Sydney. I have resided in the Carcoar district for about 

thirteen years, and for about three years in the Orange district.
6700. While you were living at Blayney, had you any means of knowing the amount of business done at 
Cowra ? I had a fair opportunity of judging of the amount of business, and I know that it was very 
considerable.
6707. Was it progressive ? Tes.
6708. It consisted, I suppose, principally of ordinary merchandize and return loading in wool? Tes; 
wool and wheat; those were the staple articles.
6709. Do you know whether there was any increase in the wheat ? It increased every year during the 
time I was there.
6710. Did you not have a mill at one time ? Tes ; at Blayney.
6711. While you were the proprietor of that mill did you buy any Cowra wheat ? A little. This country 
had not then been opened up for agriculture, hut I purchased wheat in considerable quantities in this 
district, after I had given up the business of milling. I bought it as a speculation, I know that each 
year—under favourable circumstances—that is, when the season would admit of it, the yield constantly 
increased, and a larger area was put under cultivation.
6712. I suppose the construction of the cross line from Blayney to Murrumburrah, has materially increased 
the business capabilities of this place ? Tes, it stimulated business, also agriculture and other business.
6713. Are the agriculturalists fairly served by this cross line ? Those who reside between Cowra and 
Blayney are fairly served but those at right angles down the Lachlan Valley, are not.
6714. At what distance from a railway line would agriculturalists be served—of course we cannot 
take a line everywhere ? I know that when the line was at Blayney I repeatedly heard the farmers say 
that it would not be worth their while to put the land they had selected under wheat to any extent while 
the railway was 40 miles distant. They said that the cost of tilling the land, taking off the crop, threshing 
it, and the cartage, representing in many cases 6d. a bushel, prevented it from paying. In many cases they 
did not cultivate as they would do if they had a railway within 20 miles of them.
6715. Do you think that farmers within 20 miles of a railway would be fairly served by it ? 'Weil, fairly.
6716. Have you any knowledge of the country between Canowindra and Cudal ? Tes, I have been 
through that country.
6717. What class of country is it ? S.ome of it is good grazing and agricultural land.
6718. Is it equal to or superior to the land about here ? JN o, I think not. The land in the Lachlan Valley 
and on the Belabula Biver is some of the best land in the western district. In the immediate vinicity 
of Cudal the land is very good, in fact, quite equal to the land here ; but that is a very small area compared 
with the area to which I refer.
6719. Do you know the proposed route of railway through Cudal to Eugowra ? I have been over it, 
but not over the surveyed line. I presume it follows the road pretty closely.
6720. Do you know what class of country there is beyond Cudal;—that is to the north of it ? Tes. 
There is a good deal of poor country after you pass the Mandagery Creek ; you get then into the iron 
bark and rough country. There are the Bumberry ranges between there and Parkes.
6721. Have you been to Parkes lately? Hot for many years.
6722. Then you do not know of the increase of settlement which has taken place about Parkes ? No.
6723. If you were aware that land had been taken up to a considerable extent by settlers not only to the 
north of the line to Molong, but to the north and north-west of Parkes—that is, 17,000 acres at Kadina 
and 19,000 acres at Trundle—would you then consider that a line from Cowra to Eorbes would be in 
the interests of the country, and the better line of the two to construct ? Tes. I think tjie line should 
be constructed to serve both the people in the Lachlan Valley and the people at Parkes, because you 
could turn off at Eugowra—it is 20 miles from Eugowra to Parkes. The line could be continued 
through Parkes to Dubbo, to connect with the Western line. The people there would then have the 
choice of a market in the western country and the market in Melbourne and Sydney—the difference in 
distance would not be a serious matter. It is 60 miles from here to Parkes, and it is 45 Miles from here 
to Blayney ; it would be 105 miles from Parkes to Blayney, whereas it is 91 to Blayney by Molong. They 
would have the choice of the Melbourne as well as of.the Sydney market.
6724. How would that line serve the farmers between Molong and Parkes ? Not at all, they would have 
either to cart to Parkes or Molong.
6725. Would the line you suggest serve the farmers about Cudal and to the north of this place ? Tes. 
As nearly as I can remember it is 16 or 17 miles to Toogong, to a point near Nyrang Creek—that is as 
near as you would get to the valley in which Cudal is situated.
6726. Do you know Wood’s Elat ? Tes.
6727. Do you know the proposed branch from there ? Tes.
6728. What is your opinion of that line ? As far as I have heard it would be the shortest way to connect 
with Eorbes, but there are certain obstacles—there is no permanent water supply at Wood’s Elat. I know 
that the route is a good one, and that it is fairly level.
6729. Do you know that there is a proposal to construct a line from Toung through Grenfell to Parkes, 
Eorbes, and Dubbo, right through to Werris Creek ? Tes.
6730. If that line were constructed would there be any necessity to construct a line from Cowra to 
Eorbes also ? Tes; if a line were constructed down the valley of the Lachlan it would not interfere 
with the line you speak of—it would be a feeder to it. This line would be extended down the river to 
Condobolin and Hillston.
6731. Do you think that without making an extension beyond Eorbes this line would pay? I do; because 
the country is capable of wonderful development from both an agricultural and pastoral point of view.
6732. Do you know what the annual cost of the line would be—that is, the working expenses and interest 
on the capital ? I am not an engineer, but I have heard the opinion of those who are in a position to 
give a fair estimate. I have heard that this line could be constructed for from £3,000 to £3,500 per 
mile—there being no bridges of any size to construct.
6733. We are informed that the annual charge would be £22,000—would there be sufficient revenue on

the
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the line between here and Forbes to pay that sum annually ? I should not like to state that there would ; 
but I should think the revenue would come pretty close to that sum, if it did not quite reach it—it would 
at all events pay a considerable portion of it.
6733^. Do you know the country between Grenfell and Forbes? Tes ; I have been over it recently.
6734. Is it level ? Tes.
6735. Would it be the same class' of country upon which to construct a railway, as the country between 
Cowra and Forbes ? No. The route from Cowra to Forbes would be easier because there are 12 miles 
less between Grenfell and Forbes, that is the Grawdin Plains, which are subject to floods.
6736. Do you know the country from Toung to Grenfell? Tes.
6737. Is that more difficult country? Tes ; it is mere undulating. I am speaking from a contractor’s 
point of view. When I say that it would cost about £3,500 a mile to construct a railway from here, I 
am leaving out the rails; I am speaking as a contractor would contract.
6738. In your opinion, which -would be the proper line to construct in the interests ot the country ? 
This line, I think, comparing the different districts and the quality of the land along the routes. There 
is a larger extent of valuable land to be opened up along this line, and from that point of view, I think 
the country would be better served by this line than by any other. I am referring now to the Molong 
and Parkes line, although I cannot speak as to the population along that route.
6739. Mr. CW.l Looking at the matter as a legislator and quite regardless of any local interest, which
line do you think would conduce most to the benefit of the whole community ? I think a railway should
be taken to Forbes from the cross line to Murrumburrrah, I would vote against any other line.
6740. Mr. Dowel.'] Do you know the country between Cowra and Canowindra ? Tes.
6741. Have you a knowledge of the surveyed routes knowm as Thornbury’s route and Cummings’ route? 
Tes, I was over that country recently.
6742. Do these lines pass through country of a good character, and country which is well settled ? Tes; 
the principal part of the distance particularly between here and Binni Creek.
6743. Have you a sufficient local knowledge to say whether it wrould be more advantageous to adopt 
Cummings’ route or Thornbury’s route ? The route which goes to the north of Canowindra would be the 
line to serve the largest number of persons—I do not know v'hich of the two routes that would be; it 
would be used by the people of Cargo and Toogong—the Cudal people would go to Borenore.
6744. Have you any knowledge of the country between Eugowra and Parkes ? Tes, I have been at
Parkes 'through the bush, but that is some sixteen or seventeen years ago. I have been over that
particular country only once.
6745. Tpu are not in a position to say whether there are any engineering difficulties there in the way of 
the construction of a railway ? No, I do not think there could be—it is not very difficult country.

3. Plumb, 
Esq.,- M.P.

II Mar., 1890.

Mr. John Muir, District Court bailiff, sworn and examined :—
6746. Mr. Cow.] What are you ? I am a District Court bailiff. Mr. J. Muir.
6747. Do you know the district pretty well ? Tes.
6748. Have your services as bailiff been much in requisition lately ? Not a great deal. 11 Mar., 1890.
6749. Tou are also a farmer ? Tes.
6750. Where do you reside ? At Cowra, but I have some land out at Binni Creek, 4 miles from Cowrra.
6751. Is the whole of that creek taken up by small holders ? Tes.
6752. Is it rich soil ? Yery good soil.
6753. What do you grow on your farm ? Wool.
6754. Tou do not cultivate ? Very little. I have 14 or 15 acres under crop.
6755. Do you find wool growing more profitable than cultivation ? Tes.
6756. Are there a number of cultivators on Binni Creek ? There are three or four who run sheep and 
cultivate—the rest all cultivate.
6757. What kind of crops do they get as a rule there? Yery good crops.
6758. What would be the average yield taking one year with another? About 16 to 18 bushels—this 
year the average is a long way above that.
6759. Do you know the surveyed routes between Cowra and Canowindra ? Tes, the routes join at 
Butler’s; they both go to Canowindra—one leaves Canowindra above it, and the other below it. Cummings’ 
route is surveyed to Butler’s, and there it joins Thornbury’s—that is to get an easier route.
6760. Of the two routes measured by Cummings and Thornbury, one runs right along the Binni Creek ? Tes.
6761. Is there permanent water ? There is no permanent water in the creek itself, but you can always 
find water underneath the surface. It is a sandy creek.
6762. Which of these two routes do you think should be adopted ? Cummings’ route, I think. There is
no rise in Cummings’ route at all, in Thornbury’s there is a great rise. '
6763. In the event of a line being constructed from Cowra to Canowindra, would more land be put under 
cultivation ? Certainly. There would be a greater outlet down the river, than there is now.
6764. Do you know the country between Borenore and Cudal ? No.
6765. Or between Canowindra and Eugowra ? Tes ; I was stock-keeping in Eugowra for some years.
6766. Is that all good country ? Tes ; it is all taken up.
6767. In what position generally are the farmers ;—are they well to do ? Tes, pretty fairly.
6768. They are not in the hands of the banks and storekeepers ? A good many are in the hands of the 
banks, but they are pretty comfortable. Land is at a good price within the last five years, it has doubled itself.
6769. What is the value of farm land within a radius of 7 or 8 miles of this place. From £2 10s. to £3 
per acre irrespective of the amount due to the Government. I was offered £3 for my land at Binni 
Creek, and I would not take it.

Joseph Charles Eyall, Esq., journalist, sworn and examined :—
6770. Mr. Dowel.] Where do you reside ? At Cowra. I am a journalist, and proprietor of the local paper. J. C. Ryall,
6771. How long have you resided in this district ? Twelve years. Esq.
6772. During that time have you had much opportunity to see the district? Tes. n
6773. And you have come into contact with a large number of the residents ? Tes. 11 Mar., 1890.
6774. What is the nature of the evidence you desire to give to the Committee? One thing I wash to 
submit, is a statement showing the earnings of the Cowra railway station, compiled from figures furnished

to
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J. C Ryall- to me by different railway station-masters, from the opening of the line up to the present date. The 
• ' •Ee<h station-master who gaue evidence yesterday, has been here only a fortnight, but I have this information 

JlMar~1890 from his predecessors—two other station-masters. .
■’ ‘ 6775. Tou are in a position to say that these statistics are a true copy from the railway books? I am.

Tou will see that the returns are given monthly. They are for 1887, 1888, and 1889, and for one month 
of 1890. The totals are 'the same as those given you by Mr. Donnelly yesterday. In 1887, when the 
train was running only three days a week, and when the line was constructed only to the opposite 
side of the river, the earnings were £16,026 16s. lOd. ; in 1888, shortly after the daily train ran, the total 
earnings including wool and live stock, were £26,396 3s. 9d. The station-master I believe, in his statistics, 
did not include live stock and wool. In 1889, the goods, coaching, and wool revenue, amounted to 
£32,169 19s. 5d. ; the live stock earnings have to be added to that. They amount to £4,572 17s. 8d. Dor 
one month of January the coaching and wool and goods traffic came to £5,152 12s. 9d., and the live 
stock earnings to £206 5s. 2d., making a total, for three years and one month, of £86,811. 4s. 5d.
6776. That includes the inward and outward traffic from and to Sydney? Tes, the traffic to the south 
as well.
6777. To what do you attribute the marked increase in the receipts of the railway station during the last 
half year ? To the increase of settlement principally.
6778. Of what character has that been ? Darming, generally. There has been an increase in the general 
population as well.
6779. In the immediate vicinity of Cowra ? Tes.
6780. During the twelve years you have resided here have you seen any marked signs of progress in the 
district? When I reached here twelve years ago, the population was 600 ; now it is about 1,800.
6781. Do you attribute any largo share of the progress of this district to the construction of the railway 
to Cowra? Tes.
6782. And you think that the construction of the railway to Canowindra, from this point, would be a 
further advantage ? I do ; I think the farmers would be induced to put a larger area under crop.
6783. We have heard a good deal as to the suitability of the soil for the growth of wheat; is it also 
suitable for the growth of fruits, vines, and vegetables ? Tes, I can speak from experience. I have had 
eight or nine years’ experience as a, farmer—it is particularly well adapted to orchards and vine growing.
6784. Do you know anything at all about the route from Cowra to Canowindra ? I have been as far as 
Ivyrang Creek, on the Canowindra route, and as far as Oma, on the Toung to Forbes route.

' 6785. During the past few years has there been any public agitation in reference to any one of these 
routes ? Tes.
6786. What has been the result ? Public opinion is almost unanimously in favour of the construction of 
a line to Forbes from Cowra, through Canowindra and Eugowra.
6787. There seems to be no doubt in the minds of people here, as to that being the right route ? There 
is no difference of opinion so far as that is concerned. Some may be under the impression that it may 
not be for the benefit of the town, inasmuch as it might take traffic away from it.
6788. That is a local, but not a national consideration ? Exactly.
6789. Tou think that this line should bo constructed to serve particularly, the interests of those who have 
settled upon the soil? Tes ; and I think it should be constructed on national grounds as well.
6790. By the construction of the railway the interests of Cowra would also be advanced ? Tes.
6791. Is there any further information you desire to give the Committee ? There is another matter in 
reference to the proposed railway from Toung, through Grrenfell, to Forbes. I had a Witness here, who 
knows the route well, and particularly the country in the neighbourhood of Oma. The country from 
that point into Parkes is level and subject to floods, especially about Bundaburra and Grawlin Plains.
6792. Tou do not know that of your own knowledge ? I have not been past Oma; the country there 
is very level, and if the Lachlan waters came over the bank, the whole flat would be submerged.
6793. What is your opinion of the route from Toung to Forbes through Grenfell? It would not benefit 
the Forbes people, as they would have to pay 48 miles extra haulage to get to Sydney.
6794. Would it serve a large population and pass through many holdings? I could not say ; I have not 
been there for eight or nine years.
6795. Generally speaking, the residents of Cowra are in favour of the construction of a line from here to 
Forbes ? Tes.
6796. There are no diffculties in the way of the construction of that line, nor is there any doubt as to its 
paying capabilities ? I have no doubt whatever about it.
6797. Tou think it would compare favourably with any other line that has been constructed ? Tes.
6798. Have you any further statement to make ? In the event of a line being constructed from Dubbo, 
and connected with Werris Creek, a great deal of traffic would be diverted from this line, because this is 
at the present time a through line to the south. The line from Dubbo to Forbes would uot be of any 
advantage, because the distance would be about equal—that is the distance between Dubbo and Toung and 
Dubbo via Cowra to Toung—one line would be brought in conflict with the other.
6799. Mr. Lee.'] Tou are connected with the Cowra Bailway League ? Tes.
6800. Tou furnished the Hallway Commissioners with statistics in February last? Tes.
6801. Are the statistics handed in yesterday a copy of the statistics handed to the Commissioners ? I 
think so.
6802. Tou have given some detailed evidence as to the railway earnings. Are those the same as were 
furnished to the Bailway Commissioners in February ? Tes.

Michael Thomas Phillips, Esq., solicitor, sworn and examined:—
M. T.PhilHp«, 6803. Chairman.'] What is your occupation ? I am a solicitor.

6804. Where do you reside ? At Cowra.
6805. Have you been in the district long ? Ten years.

11 Mar., 1890. 6806. Have you seen much progress in it ? Tes ; there has been great progress, both in the. town and in 
the district, since I came here.
6807. What is the financial position of the majority of the people here—is it sound ? It is good, as far as 
I know.
6808. Are there many persons mortgaging their property ? Hot a great number. The farmers here seem
to be in very good circumstances. 6809.
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MINUTES OE EVIDENCE—EAIUWAT EEOM MOLONG TO PAEKES AND EOEEES. 189

6809. Have you any knowledge of the country along the route of the proposed line from Molong to M.T. Phillips,
Parkes and Porbes ? I know the country from Molong to within about 20 miles of Parkes. I was ■ ®s1‘
practising at Molong for some years. llMar~l890
6810. Prom your knowledge of both districts, which do you consider the more progressive ? I have no ^ ar'’ " 
hesitation in saying that this is the better district.
6811. To what do you attribute the difference in the two places ; is the land better, or is it held here in small 
areas? I think the land is quite as good as in the Molong district, if not better, and it is held in small 
areas. The land about Molong and Borenore is held by two or three large squatters.
6812. Tour experience of these country towns has been that in cases where they are surrounded by large 
holders, the progress of the town is retarded? Tes ; there is no doubt about that.
6813. Do you know the route of the suggested line from Cowra to Eugowra and Porbes ? I know the 
route from here to Eugowra.
6814. Tou do not know the country beyond Eugowra ? Hot much about it, I have travelled from 
Eugowra to Porbes.
6815. Prom your knowledge of both of these routes which do you think would benefit the greater number 
of persons—which do you think would be better as a national project ? I believe the line between here 
and Eugowra would be the best.
6816. Why ? I think the land is better, and the farms are nearly as numerous on this route. Some 
part of the route between Molong and Parkes is barren—other portions I admit are very good.
6817. Do you know the country to the north-east and north-west of Parkes ? Ho; but I know the country
between Porbes and Parkes, that is a very fair country. .
6818. Tou are speaking from your own knowledge of these portions of the district ? Tes.
6819. Tou think this district would warrant the construction of a line from Cowra independently of any
other line in any other portion of the country ? Certainly, independently of the Borenore route, and the ■
Parkes route.
6820. Do you believe the country would be warranted in constructing both the line from Molong to 
Parkes and Porbes, and from Cowra to Forbes, do you think there is any justification for any such course
as that ? I do not think it. •
6821. Knowing that the Government are not likely to construct the two lines, you think this would be the 
best line in the interest of the Colony at large ? I believe it would ; I believe the land here is as good 
as the land on either of the other lines, and that the line itself could be constructed more cheaply.
6822. Do you think this would be the most central line of the three—do you think it would serve the 
bulk of the population, for instance as well as the line from Borenore to Porbes ? I think this would be 
the,best line, because the people of Porbes, and the people beyond, would have a better outlet for their 
produce in the event of their wanting to send their goods to the southern markets. If they wanted to 
send to Melbourne there would be much less haulage through Cowra than through Borenore.
6823. But so far as direct communication with the metropolis is concerned the Borenore line would be 
the most direct route ? Tes.
6824. "Would it not serve the greater number of people on either side of it, to the north and south ? I 
could not say that positively. .
6825. The population to the north of that line would not be served by a line from Cowra to Porbes; would 
they ? They are not very far from Molong only about 15 or 20 miles.
6826. How would the population between the line from Cowra and the proposed line from Molong, be 
served if your line were adopted ? It would not serve them very much.
6827. Taking'that into consideration and looking at the matter impartially, do you not think the central line 
would serve the greatest number of persons ? It may serve a greater number. I believe the population 
on the Borenore line is greater than that on either the Molong or the Cowra line.
6828. Do you think that if the line you advocate were constructed it would benefit the town of Cowra ? 
believe it would, although the townspeople have different opinions about it—some say it would not. 
believe that a railway brings people into the town, and that it must benefit it in the end.
6829. But it would do away with a considerable number of the teams coming in and out of the town ?
Whichever line comes to Porbes you will have the same result, so far as the Porbes traffic is concerned.
6830. And of course the Lachlan traffic ? Tes.

William Ashman Stokes, Esq., manager of the A. J. S. Bank, Cowra, sworn and examined:—
6831. Mr. Lee-I What is your occupation? I am manager of the A. J. S. Bank here.
6832. How long have you been in charge of it ? Five years.
6833. Had you been in charge of any bank in the Lachlan district before coming here ? Tes ; I was in 
this district some years before.
6834. Are you in a position to judge of the progress of the district ? Tes ; I think so.
6835. Has the district made much progress during the term of your residence here ? Tes ; I should say 
that the population had very nearly doubled. The district itself has shown marked signs of progress. 
The area under cultivation has increased wonderfully, and the general prosperity of the district is making 
itself very evident every day.
6836. How many other banks are there here ? Two. .
6837. Have you resided in a free selection district before? Tes.
6838. Then you have a pretty good idea as to how that class of men start and make their homes ? Tes.
I was here a year or two after free selection first commenced here, and the prosperity of the selectors has 
increased very much since that time. They are in a far better position and their holdings are improved. 
Many of them had very little capital. The greater number of these men are now in a very good position 
and the value of their land has materially increased. .
6839. Do you consider them a permanent class of settlers ? • Tes, as a rule.
6840. Have you had occasion to think that any number of them have been acting on behalf of capitalists 
merely to acquire land ? Ho, I do not think I know of one. They are all bona fide settlers—men who 
have come here to make homes for themselves and their families.
6841. Has the progress of this district dated from the opening of the railway ? I should say that since 
we have had a railway here prosperity in the district has been very much enhanced. I refer to the district 
generally.

W. A. Stokes, 
Esq.

II Mar., 1890.

6842.
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W. A. Stokes. 6842. How do you account for that? We are brought nearer to a market and the farmers have readier 
Esq- means of getting their produce away. They are uot dependent upon a few persons, for the sale of their 

' A" ' produce. If persons are not satisfied with the local market, they can seek aud generally find a market 
11 Mar., 1890. elsewhere. The railway is also a good means of transit for fat stock.

6843. In other words, the railway is an outlet for all your produce at market rates? Yes.
6844. Previous to its construction, had persons here much difficulty in disposing of their grain and stock ?
Yes. In the old days when I was in the district before, they had to store their grain and produce until 
they could find a market. In that way heavy losses were sometimes incurred. _ _
684*5. Do you think that persons have cultivated their land more largely since the construction of the 
railway ? Yes, every year we find larger areas being placed under crop. _
6846. You are strongly of opinion that railway construction has inspired the people with great con
fidence ? I am sure of it; that applies not only to people in the immediate district, but to people in 
other districts. Many of these are anxious to come here and have not the means of communication.
6847. Do you think railway communication has enhanced or decreased the value of conditionally-pur
chased land ? I should say it had increased it from 25 per cent, upwards. Conditionally purchased land 

•—that is improved land—here, was worth four or five years ago £1 or 25s. per acre, it is now worth from 
£2 to £2 10s. per acre, and is sold at those prices. _
6848. Do you think the railway has increased the value of town property ? Yes; considerably. It has
brought about a larger population, and more town accommodation is required in the shape of shops and 
buildings. The other two banks have been here only some six years. _
6849. Have you noticed in the progress of your business whether many inquiries are made by outside people 
for land ? Yes, frequently ; and the demand cannot be satisfied. A great many inquiries come from Victoria.
6850. Are there many Victorian men here ? Yes ; and more are coming, trying to get land. _
6851. Do you consider that the farming population are in a satisfactory commercial condition ? 
Eminently so, for Iona fide farmers.
6852. You consider the district a sound and progressive one r Yes. _
6853. Mr. Gox.1^ Is there much indebtedness among the farmers in this district? There is more indebted
ness than there would have been, had the seasons been good. We have only lately come through some very 
bad seasons. If we have fairly good seasons at the present time, the district will be very prosperous.
6854. The indebtedness of the farmers is caused by the seasons, not by improvidence ? The have had to
improve their land, and have run into debt, principally from that cause. _
6855. The year 1888 was a very disastrous year ? Yes ; there were no crops to speak of in that year.

Mr. Dugald Campbell, saw-mill proprietor, sworn and examined :—
Mr. 6856. Mr. Cox?[ Where do you reside ? At Bandon, on the Cowra line, between Eugowra and Eorbes. 

D. Campbell. 6857. What are you ? I am a saw7-mill proprietor.
6858. What is the nature of the timber in the country round about you ? I am sawing Lachlan pine and 

11 Mar., 1890. gUm now.
6859. In the event of a railway from Cowra to Eorbes passing through that country, would you be able to
supply railway sleepers ? Yes, of gum. _
6860. What gum is it ? Eed-gum—very superior gum. I cut bridge timber for the Blayney line out 
of the same timber. There is any quantity of gum in that locality ; I could cut away for twenty years.
6861. Is there any ironbark? Between "Eugowra and Canowindra. I went in to look at it; there is a 
fair proportion of good ironbark timber all through there. It is some 3 or 4 miles from the cleared road 
from Eugowra to Canowindra. I have sent away from the district since the commencement of the year,
87,000 feet of pine.
6862. There is no demand for heavy woods ? No, the carriage is too high.

Mr. Samuel Amos Bheuben, miller, sworn and examined :—
Mr. 6863. Mr. Dowel.^ Where do you reside? At Cowra. I am a miller and have resided here for fifteen years.

S. A. Eheuben 6864. Are you in the habit of purchasing wheat ? Yes.
t 6865. What quantities have passed through your mill in the last two years ? This year 20,000 sacks

11 Mar., 1890. pasge(j through my hands—that is this season, since the beginning of the year.
6866. What do you do with your flour ? I have to send it to Sydney, or to the back country. Last year I
think I sent 300 tons to Parkes and Eorbes. _
6867. The larger proportion as a rule you send to Sydney ? Yes ; but last year they were deficient at
Parkes and Eorbes. _ _
6868. Sometimes your market is in Sydney, and sometimes in the west ? Yes ; of course I prefer it in the 
west.
6869. Have you noticed during your residence in this district, any particular increase in the area of land
under agriculture ? A great increase. _
6870. Has there been an increase in the proportion of land put under wheat? Yes, almost all of it is 
under wheat.
6871. What is the quality of the wheat grown? It is unsurpassable.
6872. And you can hold your own with your flour in the metropolitan market or out west? Anywhere.
6873. What particular information do you desire to give to the Committee ? I think it would be for the 
benefit of the country, to have a line constructed from here to Eorbes.
6874. Do you know the route through which the railway passes ? I travel it every few months.
6875. And it goes through a large area of bona fide settlement ? Yes.
6876. Erom your knowledge of the settlers, do you think that if the railway were constructed they would
be induced to grow more wheat? I am sure of it. I know that one selector on the other side of Goola
gong said that if the line were made from here to Eorbes, he would grow three times the quantity of wheat 
ho now grows. '
6877. Have you sent much to Sydney this year? No, not this year.
6878. Did you send much to Sydney last year? No. It was all sent back west.
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APPENDIX.

A.
\_To Evidence of John Alexander Rose, Esqi]

Kbtttbn showing Quantity of Land taken up at Parkes since the passing of the Land Act of 1884.
Year.

1885 .................. ..................................
1886 .....................................................................
1887 ..................................................................
To 14th June, 1888 ....................................
Prom 14th June. 1888 to 31st January, 1890

Conditional Purchase. 
42,868 acres 2 roods 
17,690 „
53,439 „
32,898 „
85,515 „

Conditional Lease. 
92,280 acres. 
57,623 „

138,362 „
92,388 „

235,051 „

232,410 acres. 615,704 acres. Total, 858,114 acres.

Al.
Return showing Quantity of Land taken up m the Parkes District, number of Persons Settled thereon, Acreage

Cultivated, &c.

Locality.

Trundle.........  ...........

G-oobang......................................

Beargamil and Bindogandri.......

Reedy Creek and Bumbury .
Brolgan ......................................
Ho Mistake... .................

Coradgery and G-enanagie ......

Ten-mile Ridges ................
Kadina and Mickibri .... .

Parkesborough .......................

Scrubby Plains and Tichbourne
Kamandra ..................................
Goobang and Flagstone ■.....

Number.
dumber

m
family.

Number
attend

ing
school.

Area
of holding

Acreage
culti
vated.

Sheep. Cattle. Horses. Pig-s.

'Ho. !.......................... 34 69,400 64 21,503 233 141 25
2.......................... 58 12 121,985 85 47,294 265 163 14
3 ........................ 27 3 59,140 248 21,393 145 126 11
4........................ 38 13 38,789 144 20,309 187 144 30

„ 5.......................... 45 7 88,865 337 29,000 144 61 16
6......................... 180 37 12,682 1,469 2,405 457 272 42

„ 7.......................... 12 1 1,245 173 30 19 15
8.................. 127 28 58,310 709 12,711 523 172 66

r „ 9 .................... 31 9 10,832 786 1,403 173 93 3
L „ 10...................... 133 36 6,209 976 1,615 196 90 68

11 .................... 76 12 21,544 378 7,810 328 153 53
12 ......................... 86 23 7,016 240 4,311 387 123 82
13......................... 28 7 5,900 180 35,490 121 137 18

„ 14 .......................... 56 17 62,392 136 31,148 208 143 20f 15 .................... 5,942 22 1,000 2 29 5
16 .................... 41 9 25,997 224 21,600 182 73 35

r „ 17.......................... 95 20 38,400 755 2,100 730 ...
. ,, 18.......................... 26 6 20,420 140 11,200
c „ 19......................... 42 13 847 139 10 22 38 17

20 ...................... 87 -19 640 206i 371 15 75 37
f „ 21 .......................... 130 40 256 232 152 46 76 232
i .. 22 .......................... 61 10 30 30 50 25 35 34

23.......................... 66 13 3,501 242i 300 332 117 67
r „ 24......................... 16 124 53 260 11 10 3

25 ................ 32 10 2,870 64 1,050 35 45 20

1,517 345 723,345 8,033 274,485 4,807 2,333 912
Less numbers and quanti-
ties which are shown on
sheets 16 and 17, anc
also on others.............. 24 5 15,360 260 8 700

1,493 340 707,985 7,773 265,785 4,807 2,333 912

The names on sheets 1 to 18 are all located to the north, west, and north-west of Parkes.
The attached sheets have the signatures of the holders, with the exception of sheets 21 and 22 which are copied, the 

originals having got destroyed with wet.
Returns from Bullock Creek, Burra Burra, Gelnedry, and Mungay are not here. The population at each place is large, 

and the area of land alienated great.

B.
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B.
[_To Evidence of George Henry Sheaffe, Esq ]

Schedule showing Alienated, Reserved, and Unalienated Lands between a line (E and ) 20 miles north of PaiLes, 
and a line (E and W ) half way between PaiLes and Eoibes, also oetween the line (E and W ) half way between 
Parkes and Forbes, and a line (E alid W ) 20 miles south of Forbes

PARKt8 FORbES

Parish Ahenat-cd Pcscn ed Lnalicnated Parish Alienated Reserv cd j Unalienated

County of Ashbumham County of Ashburnham
Beargamil 12,584 8,600 11,950 Bocobnlgle 19,344 | 3,009 586
Bindogandri 11,340 7,159 14,203 Camvsvobity

Cookamidgera
16,220
3,046

2,280
1 329 2,434

Brolgan 1,520 14,647 1,375 Dowling 987 19 762 1,703
Bumbury 7,806 9,716 11,686 Eugowra

Eorbes
6,655
3,600

7,654
19,649

12,309

Cookamulgera . 2,840 6,256 4,682 Mai tin 624
Coonambro 1,540 6,455 11,187 Mumbidgle ..

Troubalgie
12,272
10,310

10,809
10,165

844

Cunajong 17,157 17,210 Waneia . 7,126 220 9,373
Curumbenya 9,052 27,013 W anegal

Waugan
811

17,150
, 186 

6,800 440
Dowling 1,518 297 Wise 1,292 19,396 800
Goobang 13,909 6,467 Yanagong 13,056 1,200 4,745

Goonumbla 17,831 4,200 3,297 County of Forbes
Gunmngbland 5,592 6,234 17,116 Bandon 13,507 4,960 2,465
Kamandra 17,118 3,332 3,218 Bmda

Birangan
8,399
5,260

5,216
2,673

4,085
809

Mai tin 500 18,726 Bogalong
Milpose 15,000 3,887 6,080 Boyd

Biaulin
18,267
20,690

5,064
3,370

10,426
3,668

Mugmcoble 2,016 16,000 Bundaburrah 19,505 7,018 2,431
Nclungalong 14,088 4,328 19,878 Cumbijova

Currou ong
15,319
15,794

8,171
1,385 9,521

Paikes 1,800 17,284 Erasa 17,750 3,500
AVanera 100 5,904 Goonigal

Jcmalong
13,506
18,114

1,362
3,134

6,262
756

Warregal 9,167 3,789 6,069 Kangarooby 2,822 1,663
Yanagong i 4,530 216 412 Maudry

Mulyandry
8,741

26,120
3,398
5,094 3,260

County of Kennedy Namma
Ooma

13,507
14,307

4,960
3,747

2,465
3,62b

Davison , 200 4,846 12,266 Tallabung 16,368 5,981 1,498
Houston 120 2,210 20,934 Thuiungle 16,900 6,853 5,090
Kadina 16,010 7r4 Waayoungong 6,970 3,329 561
Limestone 2,212 5,467 12,706 Warraderry 12,636 3,168 11 276
Mickibri 27,000 6,900 Warrumba
Wendgery 21,370 4 775 5,650 Wheoga 4,474 2,230
Wombm 420 j 7,731 15,421 Wongagong 14,828 6,853 162

225,770 1 197,699 211,344 435,976 197,302 95,499

c.
[To Evidence of W. G. Bowling, Esq ]

Alphabetical List of Stockowners, with their Addiesses, and number of Slock, within a radius of 10 miles on either side of
the Lachlan

Pr
og

re
ss

iv
e

N
um

be
i

Names of Owners m Alphabetical 
Order Nai re of Run or Holding Nearest Post Ton n Acreage No of 

Horses

1
No of 
Cattle

No of 
Sheep

No of 
Pigs

i Anderson, Fred Warroo Forbes 2,560 6 2,600 4
2 Bank, E S & A. C Wandary 21,000 24 70 21,524 3
3 Barry, John Walla Walla 840 4 . 800 6
4 Beckett, P J Bellahville 1,800 24 20 1,510 20
5 Boland, Bros Bmda Goolagong 20,440 18 78 21,170 12
6 Brown, Mitchell Cluster Farm Budgerabong 990 8 7 1,700 5
7 Brown, Sinclair >> >> 640 6 800
8 Burns, John . Grawhn Forbes 4,800 8 8 2,312 2
9 Burk, Pat Mer ryganourre Cowra 700 4 600

10 Byrne, Mrs Mary Goolagong Goolagong 390 5 8 600 2
11 Calvert, W W , ]un Walla \\ alia Jemalong 14,184 53 467 15,967 30
12 Chandlei, Wm Yamma Forbes 2,560 13 100 2,800 10
13 Colletts, Joseph Southhead 6 20 505
14 Collier, George Warroo 500 9 9 583
15 Comans, M Prane Lands 12,000 8 30 11,560
16 Connell and Dunstan Dunst an’s Faim Gunning Koad 540 9 2 610 20
17 Connell, H Budgerabong Budgerabong 1,200 8 1,679 5
18 Cowaid, H , & Sons Carrawobrty . Forbes 16,000 20 160 48,300
19 Crow Bros W owmgragong „ 7,216 7 70 5 669 1
20 Culgan, E Gunmng East 13,000 10 11,060
21 Culgan, Arthur Namma 2,000 9 1,215
22 Can, Ed Bogabigal % 8,000 6 8 19,050
23 Cusack, M. Warroo jj 2,560 8 4 700 4
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Mires of Owners in Alphabetical 
Older

24 Dalgetty, Blackwood
2o Daigieish, John
26 Delaney, Laurence
27 Dent, J. C
29 Donkin, T B
30 Doyle, Mrs S
31 Doyle, M >
32 Dunlop, A.
31 Dunn, George
34 Edols, Thos , & Co
35 Elliott, George
36 Elliott, Wm.
37 Elliott, Mrs C B
38 Gatenby, IN' A , & Co.
39 Gibson, A F.
40 Gibbs, H J
41 Gibbs, H J
42 Gilmartin, Thos
43 Gilmartm, Peter
44 Gilmoic, C
45 Glander, Neois
46 Glennon, John
47 Govan, Gilchrist, & Co
48 Green, Denis
49 Hayden, John, iun.
50 Hayden, John, sen
51 Hayden, Patrick
52 Hahasey, Thos.
53 Hammond John
54 Hammond, J XV.
55 Hanley, Mrs M
56 Hainson, James
57 Hickey, Michael
58 Hilhar, Thos
59 Hodges, T H
60 Hosic, G A
61 Jefferies, John
62 Jones, C. A. B
63 Jones, W P
64 Jones, Ed
65 Jones, Sidney
66 Kelly, Thos
67 Kennedy, Lachlan
68 Xing, Henry
69 Leslie, Thos
70 Lowing, W A
71 Maher Bros
72 Male, J F
73 Male, Mrs T
74 Malloy, Patrick
76 Martin, John
77 Martin Bios
78 Martin, John
79 M'Cormack, Thos
80 M‘Keon, Thos
81 M ‘Phillamy, C S
82 M‘Phillamy, W B
84 M'William, A .
85 Morris, Mrs J.
86 Newell, Bios
87 M'MiPan, A
88 "Nicholas and Reymond
89 Sly, J
90 Farrand, John .
92 Ousby, Margaret
93 Paton, John
94 Philhpps, Mrs E.
95 Hennessy, Mrs C.
96 Porter, Wm H.
97 Do
97 J Quinn, George
98 Kadnage, H.
99 Kausthorn, Joseph

100 Richards, Wm , junr.
101 Rae, W.
102 Do
103 Ridley, Wm , iunr
104 Ridley, John E. .
104} Ridley, G H.
105 Robinson, Ben
106 Bundle, W
107 Ryan, Ed .
108 Ryan, Thos .
109 Ryan, L
110 Smith, Jeremiah
111 Smith, V
112 Stanley, Oliver
113 Speck, Robert
1)4 Strickland, Mrs M A
115 Sullivan, Michael

Name of Run or Holding1 Nearest Post Town Acreage No of 
Horses

ISO of 
Cattle

No of 
Sheep

No of 
Pigs

Walla Wallah Cowra Road 8,000 16 7,940Back Droubalgie Forbes 20,000 ii 9 2Waterhole Creek Eugowra 900 10 700Oma Forbes 56,000 8 14 36,775Lake Oowial Marsden’s 35,000 25 25 34’602 4Yamma Forbes 15,000 20 73 13'506 16Grawhn Plain 400 5 4 1,005South Wilga
Warroo

2,949 1 2,040May Farm 2,000 8 7 2^000 2Burrawang Forbes 339,677 154 270 195,166Grove Hill JJ
Budgerabong

2,300 10 5 1,640 5Ramsay’s Lagoon 640 '850
The Gums .. Warroo 7,640 49 8 12,952Jemalong Forbes 55,000 28 120 40J96 4Tngalana Marsden’s 60,000 75 612 24,600Upper Dioubalgie Forbes 10,000 15 10 11,118 8
Back Yamma 17,000
Jemalong 2,560 7 8 1,450Yamma 669 15 50 ' 90 18Bartley’s Cieek 1,500 2 4 876 2
Finn’s Glossing

Goolagong
950 10 5 838 1Goolagong 796 6 18 553 12Weelong and Batteiy Forbes 42,436 26 33 25,641 2Mumbidgle

Goolagong
3,575 20 14 1,900 1

Bmda 400 4 3 580 10
t 5 J) 2,500 6 60 850 10
>>

Yarragong
3 3

Forbes
800 4 4 900

2,560 10 4 1,392Yana^ illc 4,316 9 18 3,580 3Mountain View
Goolagong

1,960 4 .3 2^289
Goolagong 120 4 30 725 5Happy Valley Forbes 2,823 10 1,014Budgerabong Budgerabong 210 1 824Mylandra Creek Goolagong 28,000 14 65 12,000 2Gunnmg Forbes 640 2 1,254Glen Lee Goolagong 620 5 3,238 20Budget abong Budgeiabong 518 2 5 524 6Batteiy Forbes 1,280 5 970Tomanbil ,, 556 5 30 703Cadow 49,071 62 300 29,103 40Dunsford

Cowra Road
1,200 4 1,100Walla Walla 1,100 4 36 1,2)0 5M an oo Forbes 540 6 24 4,938 9Belmore Park Budgerabong 1,000 10 6 2,300Blink Bonnie Eorbes 7,494 7 47 7,467 3Uar 11,000 30 26 20,300 60Wybong 1,365 5 6 1,250Waterview Goolagong 2,141 5 16 3,530

Forest Lodge Forbes
1,303 8 13 1,200 7
3,362 4 10 1,558Walla Walla . 1,863 82 5^020 40Oaklands

Eugowra
9,000 20 30 8,358 5Wangan Vale 1,440 S 15 6,840 10Mooia Mooia Wairoo 3,669 20 67 4,945 .3Boxfield Goolagong 1,280 11 30 1,432 12

Wanoo Forbes 54,000 49 76 39,842
Corrmnella . 2,560 2 3 2,000Kangarooby Goolagong 47,485 16 43 13,972 70Bogabigal Forbes 500 19 7 600Bandon

Eugowra
10,000 27 100 12,060Rose Bank 4,942 40 39 6,824 6Limestone Foi bes 1,354 60 10 1,612 20Gumbidgewa 83 12 6 3Peel Farm 3 »

Cowra
820 12 205 2Ehnsleigh 1,761 32 997Back Creek 1,000 12 8 802 5

Cauimbla 2,334 17 26 3,315
Merryganoune

Forbes
640 4 250 4New Paik 1,210 7 867

3 J 6,000 16 240 6,140 12Glenbigli Wilga 2,560 5 10 1,212 5Eugalong 2,560 7 8 1,738 1
Grawlm Plain 3 3 780 40 50 1,550

,, 2,760 33 6 7,217South Lead 81 7 21 1
Wangan Vale Eugowra 2,011 27 21 152 7Warroo Forbes 2,560 14 6 2,000
Myrtle Bank 2,560 3 3 488 1
Warroo 3,000 9 2 3,000
Eugowra Eugowra 50,000 40 1,500 15,150 150
Finn’s Glossing Foi bes 300 9 1 550 20
Namma Goolagong 640 6 9 700 2
Seldom Seen Forbes 2,560 4 2 1,800 6
Canimbla Cowra 1,975 8 2 2,012
Corndgeiy Budgerabong 1,600 1 7 2,036 1
Yarragong Forbes . 2,570 4 2 2,500
JN elungaloo 1,330 5 551 5
Moobong 6,300 u 65 4,669 IS
Bundaburra 20,000 50 1,700 9,910

3 3 1,317 20 3,000

31 O)—2 B
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Names of Owners in Alphabetical 
Order. Name of Run or Holding.

116
117
118
119
120 
121 
1214 
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134

Suttor, W. H. & Co....
Swan, Hugh ..............
Sweeny, Michael ......
Taylor, Edwd., junr.... 
Taylor, Edwd., senr....
Thompson, James ......
Wallace, J. W..............
Wallace, John ..........
Walsh, M. B.................
Walsh, Maurice...........
Walsh, James..............
Wrest, Major ..............
West, Joseph (Tertius)
White, Neil..................
White, Lewis ..............
Whitmill, J. L.............
Wilcox, Donald & Co. 
Wilson, John, junr. ...
Wooley, W. T..............
Tucker, Mrs..................

Boyd......................
Dairy Land..........
Jemalong .............
"Woodbine ..........
Bundaburra Creek 
Mickies Plains ...
Erasa Creek..........
Silverow ..............
Orange Grove......
Bungerelingong ...

Nanima.................
Bymbildry ..........
The Gap ..............
Coobang Creek ...
Geeron..................
Wongagong..........
Spring Grove ......
The Yarrens ......
Bogan Road..........

Nearest Post Town. Acreage. No. of 
Horses.

No. Of 
Cattle.

No. of 
Sheep.

No. of 
Pigs.

Eorbes .................. 28,193 13 55 12,744
Cadow .................. 1,679 9 1,008 6
Eorbes .................. 2,560 6 5 1,412

5 > ............................. 540 4 14 568 i,, ........... 295 3 4 493 i.
8,000 9 28 14,617 i

Oma ....................... 1,650 4 1,615
2^010 16 8 3,060

Goolagong ........
2^200 14 187 1,500 6
1,960 30 200 1,306 12
1.300 30 200 30

16,600 22 38 14,924
640 2 4 ' 6

Marsdcn Road... 9 21 600
Mulgutherie....... 960 1 1,195
Forbes .................. 7,000 20 40 6,000 10

14,000 18 23 12,500
Cowra .................. L146 10 19 792 4
Forbes .................. 2,528 5 2 1,600

> > • • ■ .........- • • 807 4 25 500 10

Total .......... 1,736,184 1,902 6,379 850,647 840

W. G. DOWLING,
Inspector of Sheep.

Cl.

Return showing the Stock Traffic on the North and South Side of the River since 1887.

Year. Sheep. Cattle. Year. Sheep. Cattle.

South side .................. j 1887 ......
1888 ......
1889 ......

383,845 
699,259 
696,130

13,263
7,569
8,160

North side ..................j 1887 ......
1888 ......
1889 ......

159,173
342,000
404,917

1,307
5,329

15,368

Total.......................... 1,779,234 28,992 906,090 22,004

Grand total river traffic—2,685,324 sheep and 00,996 cattle.
In 1887 62,183 fat sheep left the district, chiefly to Homebush.
In 1888 42,961 ,, ,, „
In 1889 51,000 ,, „ „
The crossings at Eorbes are on an average 750,000 sheep aud 40,000 head of cattle. ■

W. G. DOWLING,
----------------- Inspector of Stock.

C 2.
Return showing traffic in Sheep and Cattle on the various Stock Roads in the Forbes Sheep District, 

from 1st January, 1887, to 31st December, 1SS9, inclusive.

Between And Sheep. Cattle. Total.

1887.
Parkes ......................................... 185,241 30,389 215,630

}J *......... ............................... 61,210
26,976
12,331

18,667 79,877
26,970
14,326>> .......................................... 1,995

Forbes .........................................
150,207 9,754 159,961
73,002 65 73,067

} J ......................................... 243,917 47,586 291,503
}> ......................................... 383,845 13,263 397,108
,, ............................................... 86,171 1,242 87,413
) ) ......... .......... * .................... 267,275 4,532 271,807
f> .................. *..................... 220.900 37,209 258,169

Morangarell...... ..........................
61,355 8,136 69,491
84,115 33,777 117,892

Bimbi ....................................... 66,173 1,364 67,537
Temora (route only open in 18SS)

1888.
Parkes ......................................... 320,332 29,870 350,202

3» ......................................... 43,210 8,252 51,462
)3 ......................................... 12,080 149 12,229
} J .................................... . • • • 7,400 8 7,408

Forbes .........................................
146,005 8,043 154,048
124,739 3,669 128,408

} > ......................................... 284,752 39,846 324,598
........................................ 699,259 7,569 706,828

217,261 1,663 218,924
5> ................................................................................ 198,779 8,058 206,837
J » ......................................... 247,645 36,087 283,732

112,505 7,944 120.449
Morangarell................................. 289,380 39,319 328,099
Bimbi ......................................... 68,666 6,057 74,723

Dubbo .....
Wellington
Molong __
Eugowra . 
Condobolin 
Orange .... 
Parkes ....
Cowra........
Condobolin 
Young .... 
Marsden’s . 
Dandaloo . 
Marsden’s .

Grenfell....

Dubbo .... 
Wellington
Molong __
Eugowra . 
Condobolin 
Orange .... 
Parkes ....
Cowra........
Condobolin 
Young .... 
Marsden’s . 
Dandaloo . 
Marsden’s .
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Between And Sheep Cattle Total

Dubbo
1889

Parkes . 266,98S 26 851 209,639
Wellington 39,780 6,340 46,120
Molong 57,464 1,665 59,129
Eugowra 21,900 850 24,750
Conbobolm )>

Forbes ,
109,929 2,995 112,924

Orange . 128,264 1,903 130,167
Paikes 315,096 32,387 347,481
Cowra . 696,110 8,160 704,290
Condobolin 276,653 13,465 290,118
\oang . 206,218 23 206,241
Maisden’s 259,482 30,201 289,683
Dandaloo

Morangaiell
104,887 2,441 107,328

Marsden’s lo6,347 30,691 187,038
Bimbi 108,500 23 108,523

Gienfell Temora 59,913 23 59,936

I, William Gibson Dowling, Inspector of Stock, Forbes, do sincerely and solemnly declare that the figures herein 
are a tine copy of the stock tiaffic m the years above mentioned

W. ft. DOWLING
Declared before me, at Forbes, this ) '

4th day of Maich, 1890,— i
G F Hutchinson, J P.

D.
\_To Evidence of Mr Joseph Bernard Reymond 

PlEtukn showing the number of Children attending Public Schools.
Condobolin, Forbes, and Borenore

Name of School Number of 
Scholars Name of School Numl er of 

Scholais Name of School Number of 
Scholars

Avenel 29 Toogong 93 Kangai ooby n
Bowan . 46 Trajene 22 Cranbury 15
Cadia .31 Yamma 26 Mogong 11
Oanov mdra 96 Black Mount 21 Galw ary 19
Cargo 50 Bundaburta Gap 27 Mandageiy 9
Canawobitty 11 Gumbidgev a 17 Murga 16
Charlcville 27 Grove 18 Nan gar 23
Coffee Hill 26 Mickies Plains 15 Bungaroo 20
Cudal 111 Tomanbil 34 Bmda 22
Eugowra 52 Wairoo IS Canangles . 19
Fan Hill . 29 Chaucer 37 Demwang 23
Forbes 425 Boree Cahonne 12 borbes R C Schools .312
Goolagong 58 Carr Creek 13 Eugowra do 50
Gieen Grove 15 Budgerabong 12
Nyrang Creek 24 Burrawang 9 1,970
South Lead 40 Bungertlhngong 14

Condobolin, Paikes, and Molong

Name of Schoo1 Number of 
Scholais N ime of School Numbei oc 

Scholars Name of School Numbei of 
Scholars

B* oigan 60 Meianburn 50 Brolgan Tank 16
Bumbuiy 32 Parkes 208 Flagstone 25
Deep Lead 26 Parkesborough 2S Limestone 17
Garra 51 Trelowairen 12 Parkes 11 C Schools SO
Goobang 40 Bundogundra 26
G regia 24 Gospers Downs )5 789
Manildia 39 Kadina 12

E.
[To Evidence of George H Greene, Esq , MB'] 

Statistics of the Grenfell Electop itl 

Woiks and Manvfacloius —Year 1S8S.
Number of woiks, &c .. . 17
Hands employed . S1
Hoise power of engines, &c . . 90
I alue of machinery and plant £0 4]",
V alue of land and buildings £6,300

Gold mining—Gold sent to Mint foi coinage
Year Quantity. a aim.

OZ £ «5 d
1884 .386 86 1,544 15 5
1SS5 377 47 1,495 0 3
1886 259 75 1,010 13 1L
18S7 .339 14 1 114 4 1
1SSS 127 64 194 13 7
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Post Office Savings Bank—Grenfell Office—Balance to credit of depositors.
£ s. d.

31 December, 1884 . ......................... 1,495 8 3
31 December, 1885 . ...................... 1,972 2 0
31 December, 1886 . *.................. 1,748 15 0
31 December, 1887 .................................. 1,818 15 0
31 December, 1888 .................. ......... 1,490 15 0

Teleqraphs—Grenfell Office.
Year Number of telegrams* £ S. d.
1884 .............. 3,337 231 10 11
1885 5,148 325 17 2
1886 4,040 245 3 5
1887 4,873 296 17 5
1888 4,943 306 18 9

Money Orders—Grenfell Office
Year Number issued £ s. d Numbei paid] £ S d
1884 903 2,767 13 10 309 1,111 18 4
1885 . 1,103 3,842 12 2 402 1,176 17 2
1886 1,124 3,188 6 2 432 1,241 6 10
1887 . 1,207 3,153 0 0 376 1,170 0 0
1888 1,130 2,897 0 0 490 1,444 0 0

Post Office.

Grenfell.
1885. 1886 1887. 1888.

Letters posted 65,433 71,316 76,656 80,067
Telegrams 5,148 4,040 4,873 4,493
Money Oideis issued—Number 1,103 1,124 1,207 1,130

,, ,, Amount
Money Orders paid—Number

£3,483 £3,188 £3,153 £2,897
402 432 376 490

,, ,, Amount
Revenue—Postal ..

£1,177 £1,241 £1,170 £1,444
£692 £659 £585 £723

,, Telegraph £326 £245 £297 £307

Maisdens
1885 1886 1887 1888

Letters posted 13,269 16,422 16,389 18,840
Telegrams 1,429 1,694 1,470 2,101
Money Ordeis issued—Numbei 306 319 311 368

,, ,, Amount
Money Orders paid—Number

£923 £1,179 £941 £1,171
33 29 35 38

,, ,, Amount
Revenue —Postal

£98 £146 £171 £130
£159 £187 £149 £170

,, Telegraph £92 £112 £94 £127

Goolagong
1885 1886 1887 1888.

Letters posted 5,148 6,126 7,077 0,182
Revenue £51 £98 £109 £138

Moiangoiell
1885 1886 1887 1888

Letters posted . 4,842 4,602 6,138 7,938
Telegrams 1,021 892 1,023 1,002
Revenue—Postal £71 £101

,, Telegraph £63 £54 £61 £59

Schools.
Lmolmcnt A^ia^re attendance^

Pul lie school—Gienfell 259 177
,, Goolagong 05 48
,, Marsdens 30 20
,, Bogolong 34 20
, Weddm . 34 21

,, Warradeuy 30 25
Pm ate schools —Gienfell (one R. C ) — . 149 104

Live Stocl m Grenfell District
\ear Horses Sheep Cattle Pl_'S
1884 3,657 906,209 6,151 2,725
1885 3,940 1,233,641 7,656 1,855
1886 4,053 1,048,380 10,163 1,639
1887 4,175 1,349,089 11,595 2,390
1888 4,778 1,595,936 11,895 2,303

Rainfall.

Year At Grenfell At Marsdens At Lake Coca]. At Goolagong | At Pinnacle.
1884 13-33 13-45 15 41
1885 3 71* 18 88 20 80 19 28 21 77
1886 32 10 20 89 21 78 31-62 29 66
1887 42 17 30 83 28 00 39 04 35 56
1888 28 87 17 56 16 61 25'73 21 40

x >»o\ ember and Decembei onl> f Nanaim Station
A vei ac e
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Year.

1884
1885
1886
1887
1888

Year.
1887'
1888

1886
1887
1888

Number.

565
514
572
606
690

Average area of Holdings in Grenfell Electorate.
........................................................................... 1,520 acres.
........................................................................... 1,484 „
.........................................................     1,483 „

Holdings in Grenfell Electorate.
Hands Area Area enclosed,

employed. cultivated. but not cultivated. unenclosed. Total area.
acres. acres. acres. acres.
8,691 649,025 202,319 860,035
7,508 821,853 145,861 975,222

1,025 9,912 788,197 81,507 869,704
1,153 9,407 836,330 53,630 899,3671,444 8,440 968,726 46,457 1,023,623

Butter, Cheese, and Bacon made.
Butter. Cheese. Bacon and Hams. .

83,964 lb. 4,114 lb.
38,443 „ 4; 128 „ 68,622 lb.

Year. Average yield of Wheat per acre.
1883- 84 ............................................................ 15'1 bushels.
1884- 85 ............................................................. 13-4 „
1885- 86 ............................................................. 7-9
1886- 87 ............................................................. 20-5
1887- 88 ............................................................. 11-3 „
1888- 89 ........................................................... ; 4-18
1889- 90 .......................... ................................ 19-96 „

Area under Cultivation.
Year. Wheat. Hay. Other Crops. Total

1884 ....................
acres. acres. acres. acres.

... 4,678 3,302 711 8,6911885 .................... ... 4,345 2,569 594 7,5081886 .................... ... 6,512 2,358 1,042 9,912
1887 .................... ... 7,137 1,304 996 9,4071888 ................... ... 5,141 2,300 999 8,4401889 ................... ... 7,913

Year.
1884 ....

Yield of Crops (principal). 
Wheat

61,363 bushels 
45,037 „

Hay.
2,737 tons

1885 .... 1,444 „
1886 .... 137,914 „ 3,735 „
1887 .... 77,899 „ 1,333 „
1888 .... 16,9,17 „ 771 „

F.
[To Evidence of Mr. Thomas Glylurn.~\

Canowindra Railway Lea.gue—Synopsis op Statistical Returns, 1889.

234

Land.

Total area 
in acres. Cultivation.

Stock.

No. of sheep 
depastured.

242,727 15,444 214,667

Cattle.

6,700

Horses.

2,766

Schools.

No. of Attend
ance.

865

As compared with returns of 1887 hereunder :—

105 157,362
11,347 | 104,748

2,830 2,016 1,240

Showing an increase of

129 85,365 4,097 109,919 3,870 750 | Decrease 
of 750

305

Returns from 
Miners’ Rights 
and leases by

Warden’s Clerk, 
Canowindra.

£ s. d. 
755 5 0

Machinery.

No.
of Description.

Crushing.....
Flour Mill...

15 • 45

These returns were not taken in 1887.

The above numbers are exclusive of the Canowindra Common returns.

a

St
am

pe
rs

.
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Summary op Population and Produce Returns taken from Borenore to Murga—within 7 miles of the 
Proposed Borenore-Cudal-Forbes Railway Route.

Number of
Acres of 

Holdings.
Acres

cleared.

Acres of Number of

Holders Popula
tion. Hay. Wheat. Oats. Barley. Maize. Sheep. Horses. Cattle. Piss.

Cudal—within 7 miles of
proposed route .............. 170 1,054 134,170 15,024 1,653 8,812 273 28 1,382 63,836 1,831 3,(30$ 454

Borenore—within 4 miles of
proposed route .............. 22 126 5,845 1,968 512 603 18 9 123 197 422 40

Uheeseman’s Creek—within
7 miles of proposed route 52 318 20,564 3,663 637 1,302 111 8 393 8,336 414 646 154

Murga—within 7 miles of
proposed route .............. 52 410 85,114 3,976 166 1,733 ' 2 6 340 19,417 582 775 174

10 61 S2 52 57 8
Village of Cudal ............. 70 365 120 136 101 55

Total .............. 376 2,334 245,693 24,631 2,968 12,450 404 51 2,238 91,791 3,212 5,659 885

Allowing an average of 2 tons of hay, 25 bushels of wheat, 40 bushels of oats, 15 bushels of barley, and 20 bushels 
of maize per acre—which is a very moderate average for this season’s crops in this district—the yield will be :—5,936 tons 
of hay, 311,250 bushels of wheat, 16,160 bushels of oats, 765 bushels of barley, and 44,760 bushels of maize. To this may 
be added, from Cargo, Mogong, Merang, Canowindra, and other places south of line, 40,000 bushels of wheat; from Gregra, 
Manildra, and Mandagery, 10,000 bushels of wheat. Giving a total of 361,250 bushels of wheat grown within a reasonable 
distance of the proposed route, with other produce in proportion.

CHAS. SCHRAMME,
Cudal, January 20th, 1S90. Hon. Secretary, Cudal Railway League.

Gl.
Statistical Returns, Illustrative of the Population in tub District through which the Borenore-Forbes 

Railway Line would pass, taken within 8 miles of the Line.
The within returns are taken within 8 miles of the proposed Line, and have been compiled by the Committee of the Cudal 
Railway League from official Government reports, and other reliable sources, for the year 1888.

CHAS. SCHRAMME,
Cudal, January 20th, 1890. Hon. Secretary, Cudal Railway League.

3?tiblic Schools. ■
(Vide Report of Department of Public Instruction for 1885.)

South of Line. On the Line. North of Line.

Name of School. Enrolment. Name of School. Enrolment. Name of School. Enrolment.

Avenal (4) .............................. 39 17 ■ 27
Bowan (3) ............................... 53 131 49
Cargo (8) .............................. 61 41 52
Cargo Convent School ........... 63 Murga...................................... 23 51
Cave Creek (6) ...................... 20 34 23
Coffee Hill (8) .......................... 42 44 37
Coffee Hill Convent Schl. (8) 26 Eugowra Convent School...... 63 17
Cranbury (4) ........................... 31 28 17
Gum Fiat (8) ...................... 76 24
Trajere (5) .............................. 28
Mogong (8) .............................. 19
Black Mount, new (6) .......... 20

478 , 381 297

Showing 27 Public Schools and 3 Convent Schools, with an enrolment of 1,156.

Post Offices and Letters Posted.
(Vide Postmaster-General’s Report for 1888.)

South of Line. Letters. On the Line. Letters. North of Line. Letters.

Cargo (8) ..............................
Cranbury (4) ..........................

27,156
1,281
1,272

Cheeseman’s Creek .............. 1,986
27,072
4,788
5,403
1,356

12,587

Meranburn (8) ................... 4,968
500

Bowan (3) .............................. Toogong ..............................
Murga ..................................
Redbank..................................
Eugowra ..............................

Total—11 Post Offices : 88,401 Letters.

Telegraph Offices and Telegrams—Year 1888.
Telegrams :—Cargo (8), 999 ; Cudal, l,736j Eugowra, 894. Total—3 Telegraph Offices, and 3,629 Telegrams.

Money
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Money Order. Offices—Orders and Amounts.
No. Amount.

Cargo (8)...........................  587   £1,598
Cudal (8)...................................................................................... 707   1,627
Eugowra............................................................................   508   1,313
Meranburn (8) .......................................................................... 230   553

Total—4 Offices, 2,032 Orders, amounting to £5,091.

lousinesses and Other Signs of Settlement.
Branch Bank (A.J.S. Bank), Steam Flour Mill, Cargo (8). Steam Flour Mill, Branch Bank (Commercial Banking 

Co. of Sjdney), Cudal. 3 Savings Banks, viz., Cargo, £299 ; Cudal, £432 ; Eugowra, no return.

Public-houses.

South of Line. On the Line. North of Line.

P. Cullen, Cargo Road (6).
T. Press, Cargo Road (8).
Jas. Powers, Cargo (8).
Mrs. Mayne, Cargo.
R. Hamilton, G-um Flat.

P. Boyle, Barry’s Stables.
S. Tierney, Keenans.
L. Hughes, Cbeeseman’s Creek.
C. Dempsey, Cudal.
M. Healy, Cudal.
W. Taylor, Cudal.
H. Hemfield, Cudal.
Alex. Irvine, Toogong.
Johanna Williams, Toogong.
James Glazier, Murga.
J. M. Dwyer, Eugowra.
J. Stibbard, Eugowra.
D. Chesher, Eugowra.

P. Toohey, Manildra (7).
E. Williams, Meranburn (8).

Total—20 Public-houses.

General Stores,

South of Line. On the Line. North of Line.

James Powers, Cargo (8).
Robert Hutton, Cargo (8).

S. Landauer, Cudal.
C. Parker, Cudal.
M. Thomas, Cudal.
E. W. Turner, Cudal.
J. Falvey, Toogong.
L. Kirby, Eugowra.
J. Davison, Eugowra.

• C. Sansum, Eugowra.
G. Stevens, Eugowra.

L. MTnnis, Meranburn (8).
D. Malone, Meranburn (8).
H. G. Hanks, Manildra (7).

Total—14 General Stores.

Townships and Villages,

South of Line. On the Line. North of Line.

Cargo (8).
Gum Plat (9).

Clidal.
Toogong.
Murga.
Eugowra.

Manildra (7).
Meranburn (8).

Total—8 Townships and Tillages.

Public Halls and Churches.

South of Line. On the Line. North of Line.-

R.C. Church, Cargo (8).
Church of England, Cargo (8).
Public Hall, Cranbury (5).

Church of England, Cudal.
R.C. Church, Cudal.
School of Arts Hall, Cudal.
Good Templar Hall, Cudal.
Church of England, Toogong.
R.C. Church, Eugowra.
Church of England, temp., Eugowra.

Public Hall, Gregra (4).
Church of England, Manildra (7).
R.C. Church, Manildra (7).
Public Hall, Manildra (7).
Wesleyan Church, Meranburn (8).

Total—15 Churches and Public Halls.

'Mining Centres.
Where Gold Reefs are now being worked.

South of Line. On the Line. North of Line.

Paling Yard.
Cargo.
Roney’s Rocks.

Toogong.

Total—4 Mining Centres.
TRAFFIC
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TRAFFIC—1885.

Traffic from Cudal-Forbes Road

Vide Returns at Borenore Railway Station since Forwarding Agents hare been established there. 

General merchandise^ exclusive of Wool.

200 APPENDIX.

Part of July, 1886 ...................
Received lor the Road

.................. 45 tons 8 cwt.
Deh\ cred from Road

. . 39 tons 18 cwt.
August, 1886 ................ .............. .................. 203 , , 2 „ .... . .. 59 „ 13 „
September, 1886 ........................... .................. 519 „ 7 .................... . . 90 „ 3 „
Part of October, 1886 ............... ................ 393 , , 9 „ ... .. 500 „ 7 „

1,161 tons 6 cwt. 690 tons 1 cwt.

Total Carriage, exclusive of Wool, for about three months, 1,831 tons 7 cwt.
N.B,—Notwithstanding depression in consequence of late dry seasons, and the fact that Borenore Station is only 

8 miles on a section of Railway 23 miles m length.
This represents the traffic for about three months in the year 1885. No returns for the year 1889 are at present 

available —C.S.

Wool received at Borenore Station during above term from Cudal-Forbes Road. 

Information supplied by Forwarding Agent.

Station or District Tons
Wool Station or District Tons

Wool Station or District Tons
Wool

Mowabla ...................................... 40 15 3
Warroo ...................................... 80 Milby ........................ . . 10 ,, (N. A. Read) . 3
Murrambogie ........... .. 15 Towyal .............................. 30 „ (J and W Ihomas) 5
Condobolin (Milne, Falconer,&Co ) 160 Geerow .. . ....... 20 „ (S. Elh«) .. .. 3

,, (Geo. Lee)............... 40 Bundaburra . ... 25 „ (J. Kelly) . 5
Borambil ..................................... 30 Condobolin (Scouring Co ) .. 300 „ (J T. West) . 2
Burrawang ................................... 400 Forbes (J. Byrnes) ......... 5 ,, (Martin Brothers) 5
Moonbie ................................... 20 ,, (W. Jones) ........ 5 ,, (C. Walkden) ... . 2
Cadow .................................. 30 Yamma............................ 7 „ (W. Chandler) . 2
Mickabil .................................. 20 Botberooney .................... 60 Back Yamma ......................... 5
Mamere (F. B. Elliott) ..... 10 Euabalong . 10 Toogong .............................. 40
Wandary ........................ 10 Cfulgo (W Walsh) ............. 10 Nanami ................. 30
Walla Walla ............. ....... 10 ,, (W. Richards) ............ 5 Meranburn ... 14
Palesthan .................................. 20 Prairie Lands . . . 10 Boree .......................... 30

Total, 1,546 tons wool, between July and October. Grand total of traffic, 3,397 tons.

N.B.—The greater part of the wool has yet to come , the above only represents the eaihest consignments.

Summary of the foregoing Returns—Year 1888.

Number of Public Schools within 8 miles of line ... ..................................... . ............. 27
„ Convent Schools ,, ,, ............................. . ... 3
„ Enrolment of Children within 8 miles of line .. ......... . 1,156
„ Post Offices „ „   11
„ Letters posted ,, ,,   88,401
,, Savings Banks ,, ,,   3
„ Telegraph Offices „ „ .... ...................... 3
„ Telegrams „ ,, ... ............. 3,629
„ Money Order Offices „ „   4
„ Money Orders „ „   2,032
„ Amount of money orders „ „     £5,091
„ Steam Flour Mills „ „   2
„ Branch Banks „ ,,     2
„ Public-houses „ „   20
„ General Stores „ „   14
„ Townships and Tillages „ „   8
,, Public Hells and Churches „ ,, ........................... .. 15
„ Mining Centres „ „ ............... ... .. .. 4

Estimated Population from Borenore to Eugowra, within 8 miles of proposed
railway route .......................................................................................... ................. 3,200

H.
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[2b Evidence of John Vigar Bartlett, Esg ] 
Cowba Koad Distbict.

Ketubn of Traffic over Cowra Bridge, from December 19th to 25th, both inclusive.

Description 19 Dec 20 Dec. 21 Dec 22 Dec. 23 Dec 24 Dec 25 Dec. Totals Averages 
dailj.

Foot passengers . . . 161 243 315 258 258 475 382 2,092 300Horsemen and women . . 126 119 177 43 135 242 215 1,057 150
Spring-carts and buggies ... . 43 93 134 48 97 167 127 709 100Horse drays , . . . 6 28 28 38 66 10 176 25
Bullock drays .................................. 2 3 4 1 10 1
Horse waggons .................................. 2 10 8 16 6 42 6
Bullock waggons .................... 1 A 4 13 2 21 3
Sheep ................ ... ... 50 400 450* r 65*

1
Cattle and horses............................... 124 303 351 57 488 364 131 1,818 260
Bales of wool .......................... . . 59 325 382+ 55
Bags of gram ... . ... 70 283 270 425 273 1,321+ 190
Goods outwards (tons) ...................... 4 21 12 4 41§ 6

* Over 200,000 annually. Daily average nearly 600—10,000 to 20,000 at one time, 
t Over 24,000 bales annually. Daily average for four months about 200 bales 
t During good season 40,000 bags Average for four months about 330 bags daily 
§ Goods outwards average about 30 tons per day.

J. Y. BARTLETT,
Superintendant of Roads, Cowra District.

i.
[2b Evidence of Mr. John Bates.']

Statement Showing Earnings of Cowba Railway Station.

Month.
No of 
passen
gers.

Amount 
of coaching.

Outwards
tonnage.

Inwards
tonnage

Total amount paid 
and to pay on 

goods in and out.
No of 

bales wool
No. of 
bags 

wheat
Coaching and 

goods earnings.

1888. - £ s. d. Tons cwt qr. Tons cwt. qr. £ s. d. £ s. d.
January ............................ 301 306 9 4 162 2 3 155 0 2 567 14 3 106 124 874 3 7
February ........................ 335 327 6 3 180 11 2 248 6 1 821 14 3 10 133 1,149 0 6
March.. .. ............ 452 369 7 9 335 6 0 356 15 1 1,306 9 0 113 870 1,675 16 9
April ......................... 481 335 12 4 458 17 1 397 3 3 1,146 8 8 30 927 1,482 1 0
May..................................... 320 292 13 2 265 14 1 367 6 3 1,242 11 7 14 283 1 515 4 9
June .................................. 311 269 4 1 322 7 2 389 17 0 1,185 9 5 423 1,454 13 6
July...................................... 254 255 17 9 262 5 0 436 10 3 1,327 9 10 44 13 1,583 7 7
August ............................... 329 303 11 7 120 4 1 507 1 3 1,483 3 9 227 1,786 15 4
September ................... 419 374 2 10 275 1 2 515 6 0 1,669 18 4 1,273 2,044 1 2
October .............................. 382 336 4 2 873 5 1 449 6 2 1,417 15 4 4 533 1,753 19 6
November ......................... 455 353 18 3 1,024 13 0 528 8 3 1,296 15 0 5,573 1,650 13 3
December .......................... 552 546 12 5 299 4 3 422 15 3 1,070 17 3 1,558 1,617 9 9

Total ................ 4,491 4,070 19 11 4,579 13 0 4,773 19 6 14,566 6 8 13,481 2,773 18,587 6 8

Wool receipts (averaging bales at 4 cwt.), 2,696 tons 4 cwt at £2 18s. 8d. ... 7,808 17 1

Beeeipts less stock ............ £ 26,396 3 9

1889.
January .............................. 488 511 12 3 97 10 1 479 13 1 1,443 19 4 316 1,955 ii 7
February .... ... . 376 332 7 5 50 14 1 546 1 1 1,402 0 8 41 1 1,734 8 1
March..................... ... 379 326 11 7 116 10 0 662 14 1 1,498 11 6 169 1 1825 3 1
April .................. 411 375 15 11 106 14 0 448 19 3 1,257 10 10 71 1,733 6 9
May...................................... 338 296 4 5 112 9 1 619 18 2 1,246 16 8 26 30 1,543 1 1
June ......................... 319 271 17 9 120 13 2 387 15 1 1,015 18 6 1,287 16 3
July...................... . 302 331 11 5 122 15 1 580 1 2 1,302 13 1 35 1,634 4 6
August ............................. 257 326 2 3 86 17 1 554 18 0 1,483 18 6 1,810 0 9
September . .. .. 367 327 8 4 163 14 3 327 12 1 1,528 9 7 591 1,855 17 11
October .............................. 310 268 9 0 1,550 10 1 615 5 2 1,663 0 6 4,591 1,931 9 6
November .................... 337 281 7 8 1,244 5 2 603 9 0 1,679 5 0 6,327 1,970 12 8
December ...... ......... 532 472 5 2 1,360 11 1 576 16 0 1,511 10 9 6,430 3,191 1,983 15 11

Total ................. 4,416 4,121 13 2 5,133 5 2 6,403 4 2 17,033 14 11 18,589 3,223 21,265 0 1

Wool receipts, 3,717 tons 1 i CWt. ......... 10,904 19 4

Beeeipts less stock ............ ............£ 32,169 19 5

1890. .
January ................................. 1 618 1 543 3 1 11,859 0 2 | 509 10 3 | 3,452 3 2 1,974 13,210 3,995 6 3
Wool outwards, about 394 tons 16 cwt. 1,157 6 6

Total goods and coaching receipts for month ending 31st January, 1890 .. . £5,152 12 9



856

202 appendix.

Live Stock.
Horses. Cattle. Sheep. Pigs. Total.

1888—Inwards.................................. ... 31 4 4,884 ....... 4,919
„ Outwards ............................... ... 31 815 21,383 2,125 24,354

Totals.............................. ... 62 819 26,267 2.125 29,273

Amount paid and to pay....................

1889—Inwards.................................. ... 68 41 5,554 20 5,643
1,526 52,067„ Outwards .............................. ... 162 2,094 48,285

Totals.............................. ... 230 2,135 53,839 1,546 57,710

Amount paid and to pay ................ ............. £4,572 17 8
Month ending January 31st, 1890— *

Inwards and outwards...................... 35 3,541 ......  3,576
Amount paid and to pay ................

Abstract of Station's Warnings from Coaching, Goods, Wool, and Live Stock.
£ s. d.

1887— Train only running three days per week ..........................................................  16,026 16 10
1888— Daily trains, goods, coaching, and wool.............................................................  26,396 3 9

„ Live stock....................................................................................................................... 2,286 8 10
1889— Groods, coaching, and wool.............................................................................. 32,169 19 5

„ Live stock....................................................................................................................... 4,572 17 8
1890— (Month ending 31st January) goods, coaching, and wool .............................. 5,152 12 9

„ „ live stock.............................................................. 206 5 2

Gross earnings for three years and one month.............................. £86,811 4 5

Live Stock Earnings.
£ s. d.

1888........................................................................................... 2,286 8 10
1889 ................................................................................... 4,572 17 8
1890 (one month only)..................................................... 206 5 2

£7065 11 8

Population in the Borough of Cowra.......................................................................................... 1,800
Population in the Police District of Cowra .................................. :.......................................... 5,000
Thirty-three public and other schools in P olice District, averaging daily attendance .......... 1,332

[One Plan.]

Sydney: Charles Potter, Government Printer —1890.
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1890.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

M0L0NG TO PARKES AND FORBES RAILWAY BILL.
(MESSAGE Vo. 16.) ,

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 2 July, 1890.

By Deputation from the Governor,
ALFRED STEPHEN, Message No. 1G.

Lieutenant-Governor. '

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 51th section of the Constitution Act, the 
Grovernor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of malting pro
vision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to sanction the construction of a line of 
railway from Molong to Parkes and Forbes.

Government Souse,
Sydney, 2nd July, 1890.

£&*•] 366—
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1890.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Public Works.

TOGETHKR WITH

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE, APPENDICES, AND PLANS,

RELATING TO THE

PROPOSED RAILWAY
FROM

COOTAMUNDBA TO TEMOBA.

^resentelj to parliament in accortiance tnitlj tlje probtstcms of tlje puBIic Morlts Set,
51 Hie. j&o. 37, section 8.

SYDNEY : CHARLES POTTER, GOVERNMENT PRINTER.

[8s.] 25—A
1890.
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

RAILWAY FROM COOTAMUNDRA TO TEMORA.

REPORT.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, appointed during
the first Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of ' 
1888, 51 Yic. No. 37, and the Public Works Act Amendment Act of 1889,

. 52 Yic. No. 26, to whom was referred the duty of considering and reporting
upon “the expediency of constructing a line of Pailway from Cootamundra to 
Temora,” have, after due inquiry, resolved that it is expedient the Pailway 
should he constructed at a cost not exceeding £3,300 per mile; and, in accord
ance with the provisions of sub-section IY, of clause 13, of the Public Works 
Act, report their resolution to the Legislative Assembly :—

1. The proposed Pailway, the first representations regarding the necessity Description of 
for which were made in 1886, is described as a light line which would leave the Great *iwa°posed 
Southern Pailway on the Sydney side of Cootamundra station, and passing in a rai Way 
north-westerly direction for 12-|- miles, as far as Yeo Yeo, go from that point due •
west, through Stockinbingal, to Temora, a total distance of 37 miles 58 chains 14 
links. . The country through which the line would pass is very undulating ; hut a 
route has been chosen which does not present any engineering difficulty, and there 
are no rivers of any magnitude to cross. The grade will not he more than 1 in 75.

_ 2. The estimated total cost of the line is £138,000, or £3,656 per mile. The Estimated
official description of the line laid before Parliament, and referred by the Legislativecost- 
Assembly to this Committee, represented the cost as £146,400, or at the rate of 
£4,086 per mile, for a length of 35 miles 66 chains 14 links; but since then matters 
in relation to the Puilway have been revised, with the result that the length has 
been increased to 37 miles 58 chains 14 links, and the cost reduced to £138,000, or 
£3,656 per mile.

_ 3. The Pailway Commissioners are favourable to the proposed railway, on Report of tLe 
certain conditions. Their estimates of annual cost are based on an estimated cost of ]B“1yay 0om- 
construction amounting to £200,000—an amount which appears to have been stated mi3S10Iiers' 
to them prior to either the railway being proposed to Parliament or the estimates in 
relation to it revised. This does not, however, affect their conclusions generally 
considered; and from these it may be gathered that they are favourable to the 
proposal to construct the railway, if certain advantages to the Pailway Department 
be conceded. The district through which the railway would go is, they say, admirably 
adapted for settlement, and in the future will prove capable of carrying a large 
population; but “ the settlement at present, while numbering many agriculturists 
of the best type, is too limited to leave room for the expectation of working expenses 
being realised. In the district however,” they go on to say, “ there is a considerable 
area of Crown lands, which would be much enhanced in value by railway communi
cation, and also one or more valuable timber reserves. If a substantial sum, to be 
derived from the sale of these lands, were devoted towards the payment of the cost

of
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Method of the
Committee’s
inquiry.

Nature of the 
country to be 
traversed by 
the railway.

Choice of 
route.

of constructing tlio line, and the Railway Department afforded some privileges in 
the direction of obtaining a supply of ironhark and jother timber suitable for railway 
works, the construction of the line could be recommended, but not otherwise.” 
And they consider that, if the line should be made, 1he residents of the district 
should combine together to have the land necessary for the construction of the 
railway conveyed to the Department free of cost.

4. In the conduct of their inquiry, the Committee considered it well to first 
take the evidence of the officers of the Department of Public Works, so that a good 
general idea of the proposed railway might he had, and then to appoint a Sectional 
Committee to visit the districts through which the railway would go, and to ascertain 
from local residents, and from a personal inspection of the country, what evidence, in 
addition to that given by the departmental officers, there was in favour of the railway 
being constructed. Before the departure of the Sectional Committee, an engineer 
connected with the Department of the Engineer-in-Chief for Railways was examined 
as to an alteration of route which it had appeared to the Committee was desirable, 
and respecting which, at the instance of the Committee, this officer was specially 
instructed to obtain information.

5. The country which would be served by the railway is chiefly agricultural, 
specially adapted for the growth of wheat, and suitable also for the cultivation of 
fruits. Grazing and the production of wool are carried on extensively in various 
directions, and gold-mining, though not now at all so brisk as it has been, is followed 
to a small extent. Settlement, principally agricultural, exists extensively along 
the route of the railway between Cootamundra and Stockinbingal, and in and around 
Temora; and there are leasehold areas in the district of such a character that it is 
believed if the railway were constructed they would in a large degree be sought after 
by selectors, and placed under cultivation. With regard to pastoral pursuits, the 
Sectional Committee ascertained that there were at least fourteen properties to which 
the railway would be accessible for the conveyance of wool, and they found that the 
line would be very serviceable to stockowners for the removal of stock in times of 
drought. Another circumstance of importance in relation to the nature of the 
country through which the railway would go, is that though the land is undulating, 
and the district is intersected by a range of hills, the railway route passes this 
range through an opening where the grade would be of a very easy kind, and for 
the whole length of the route no engineering difficulty presents itself.

6. A considerable amount of care seems to have been shown in the selection 
of the route. At the commencement of their inquiry, and until the Sectional 
Committee had visited the district, it appeared to the Committee that an error had 
been made in fixing the starting point of the railway at Cootamundra instead of at 
Wallendbeen. As shown on the plan, the line taken from Cootamundra passes at a 
sharp angle northwards towards Yeo Yeo, and it seemed to the Committee that it 
would be much more economical and convenient if it were taken from Wallendbeen 
westwards, by a straight line, to Yeo Yeo. The Acting Enginccr-in-Chief for 
Railways could give little more information upon the point than that the instruc
tions had been to make the survey from Cootamundra, and that the possibility of 
taking the line straight across the range had not been investigated. Instructions 
were, however, at the instance of the Committee, given to an engineer to visit the 
locality, and ascertain the feasibleness or otherwise of taking the line from 
Wallendbeen, and his examination of the country led him to conclude that the 
railway could not be constructed from Wallendbeen except at great additional 
expense, and generally at much disadvantage, as compared with the route from 
Cootamundra. This conclusion was afterwards confirmed by the inspection and 
inquiry made by the Sectional Committee; and there can be no doubt that in 
choosing Cootamundra as the point where the proposed railway should join the main 
Southern line, the officers of the Department of Public Works took the right course. 
Special efforts appear to have been made since the railway was referred to the 
Committee by the Legislative Assembly to improve the route generally, and where 
the grade was at first no better than 1 in 50, the engineers have been able, by 
making some deviations, to reduce it to 1 in 75. There are no heavy cuttings on the 
line, and with regard to water-courses, only small creeks that will be spanned by the 
ordinary openings—a 24-foot span.

6
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7. The prospects of traffic upon the railway, as represented in the evidence Traffic 
taken before the General Committee, are fairly good; hut the informationpr03pects' 
upon this point which the Committee consider should carry the greater weight
is that gathered by the Sectional Committee, and set forth in them report.
The Railway Commissioners regard the settlement at present in the district to 
he traversed by the railway as “too limited to leave room for the expectation of 
working expenses being realised”; and though they admit that the district 
presents great inducements for increased settlement, they decline to recommend 
the line except on the understanding that the Railway Department be conceded 
certain important privileges. 'The traffic officer, upon whose information the 
Railway Commissioners’ report is understood to be based, considers, on the other 
hand, that the line would pay working expenses, provided the Crown lands in 
the district, including leaseholds, were thrown open for settlement, in which case 
every acre of them, he is certain, would be occupied. His report, which he produced 
before, and read to, the Committee, goes further than this ; for, after mentioning that 
a large traffic is carried on between Cootamundra and Temora, which with proper 
means of transit would be considerably increased, it states that the character of the 
country is favourable to a light line of railway which should pay good interest on 
the outlay. Then in his evidence he describes the settlers about" Stockinbingal as 
“a splendid lot of farmers—some of the best in the Colony,” and says that the 
soil there is better than that along the proposed railway between Culcairn and 
Corowa, and that the district presents great room for the development of agriculture.
The Sectional Committee, in recommending the construction of the line, “are 
influenced,” their report states, “ by the evident suitability of the whole district 
for purposes of husbandry, and its capacity for carrying a large population; and 
they believe that, though there may not be a prospect of an immediate return 
sufficient to pay interest on the cost of construction, yet in the course of a few years 
the expenditure will be fully justified by the results.”

8. One of the principal matters upon which the Committee endeavoured to Possibility of 
elicit information was that of the estimated cost of the line, their opinion beingcoTtofThe116 
that, if the railway be constructed the work should be carried out as cheaply as 'i116, 
possible, consistent with completeness and stability. They recommend, as will be
seen by the resolution at which they have arrived, that the cost of construction should 
not exceed £3,300 per mile, and regarding all the circumstances, they consider that 
without difficulty the cost can be kept down to this amount. The Acting Engineer- 
in-Chief for Railways, and the engineer who effected the improvements in the line 
as at first proposed, did not, when giving evidence, appear to see how any further 
reduction in cost could be effected; but an examination of their evidence will 
indicate some directions in which the estimate of the Department may be lessened.
The Acting Engineer-in-Chief admits that the country between Cootamundra and 
Temora is very much the same as that between Culcairn and Corowa, the cost of the 
proposed line, in which district the Committee recommended should not exceed 
£3,500 per mile, and also that the estimate for the Cootamundra to Temora railway 
may yet suffer considerable alterations when the matter is further worked out. In 
all estimates, he states, it is usual to provide a margin for contingencies, and those 
contingencies may prove to be unnecessary, and the money set down for them will 
not then be required. , So far as the permanent way is concerned, there would not, 
he says, be any material difference between the cost of the Cootamundra to Temora 
line and the line from Nyngan to Cobar, the estimate for the construction of which 
is £2,500 per mile; but there are other differences, he states, between these lines 
which account for the estimated cost of the one being greater than that of the other.
One item is a decision of the Railway Commissioners to charge, in the case of the 
Nyngan to Cobar line, Id. per ton for the conveyance of the rails required for the 
permanent way, and in the case of the line from Cootamundra to Temora, 2d. a 
ton. The Committee, however, think that the estimate of cost can and ought to be 
reduced to the amount per mile recommended by them. The country through 
which it is proposed to take the railway presents no engineering difficulty whatever, 
and it is clearly a district where, if a line be constructed, it should be a reasonably 
cheap one. Nearly £6,000 is set down in the official estimate for fencing, and it 
will be observed, from the report of the Sectional Committee, that they point out a 
way in which the fencing may be done at a little more than half the cost hitherto 
incurred for such work. ' 9.
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9. The conclusions arrived at by the Committee, as the result of their inquiry 
and of the visit of the Sectional Committee to the Cootamundra and Temora District, 
may be summarised as follows :—

(1) That the agricultural and pastoral importance of the district presents 
reasonable claims for a railway.

(2) That the proposed route for the railway appears to have been well chosen.
(3) That, with railway facilities, settlement and cultivation are likely to largely 

increase.
(4) That though the traffic on the railway may not he very great at first, the 

probabilities are that, with the development of the district, which the rail
way should bring about, it will speedily increase.

(5) That the cost of the line should be kept as low as is justifiable with sound 
railway construction, and that it should not exceed £3,300 per mile.

The evidence in the case, together with the report of the Sectional Committee, 
was considered by the Committee on Tuesday, 18 March, 1890, and the resolution 
shown in the following extract from the Committee’s Minutes of Proceedings was 
passed:—

Mr. Copeland moved,—-“That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is expedient the proposed railway 
from Cootamundra to Temora, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, be 
carried out.”

Mr. O’Sullivan seconded the motion.
Mr. G-arrard moved, as an amendment:—“ That the following words be added to the resolution, 

‘ at a cost not exceeding £3,300 per mile.’ ”
The amendment was seconded by Mr. Dowel, and, after discussion, passed on the following 

division:—
Ayes, 8.

Dr. Garran,
Mr. Humphery,
Mr. Cox,
Mr. Garrard,
Mr. Tonkin,
Mr. Dowel,
Mr. O’Sullivan,
Mr. Hurley.

The resolution, as amended, was then agreed to.

Noes, 2. 
Mr. Trickett, 
Mr. Copeland.

J. P. ABBOTT,
Chairman.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
Sydney, 23 April, 1890.
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The Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Railway from Cootamundra to Temora.

Joseph Barling, Esq., Under Secretary for Public Works, sworn, and examined:—
1. Chairman.~\ Yon are Under Secretary for Public Works P Yes. J. Barling,
2. Can you give us any information in reference t6 this proposal—the origin of it, and so forth ? I think 
that I need not trouble you with any detailed statement of the steps which led to this proposal, because I 
now hand in a 'precis of the case which very fully describes all the main steps which have been taken with “an' 
regard to this proposal. (The precis was handed in by the witness and read by the secretary, as follows) :—
P* a Potion extensively signed by residents of Temora, Barmedman, and other places concerned, was presented
to the Minister by Messrs. Mackinnon and Spring, the local members, praying for railway communication from some 
point on the Mam Southern Line, and stating that the mineral and agricultural resources of the district would make a railway 
a remunerative undertaking, that Temora is only 30 miles from Cootamundra, Wallendbeen, or Junee, and that a line to 
iemora might be extended to Barmedman (23 miles), and thenee through the rich Bland District to Hillston on the Lachlan 
wa Lake Cudgellico and Euabalong, a country unsurpassed in all the elements of prosperity, and the surface being level, 
and the land still m the hands of the Crown, the cost of making a railway would be moderate. The Minister directed that 
this line should be placed on the list of railway proposals. On August 18th, 1887, the honorary secretary of the Cootamun
dra Hallway League, forwarded to the Minister a newspaper report of a public meeting held at Cootamundra, at which 
resolutions m tavour of a line from that town to Temora were carried unanimously ; and stated that a few days previously 
a conference of delegates from Barmedman, Cootamundra, Junee, Temora, and Wallendbeen, had been held, and that it 
was unanimously agreed by them that Cootamundra was the most suitable starting point from the main line, and that it 
should be accepted by all of them. On September 16th, 1887, a deputation waited on Mr. Secretary Sutherland, to advocate 
a line from Cootamundra to Temora. The deputation described the route which they desired should be adopted, 
and represented the distance as 35 miles. The line, they said, would be a cheap one to construct, and they believed 
it would pay. It would be the best_ route for an extension to Wilcannia. Timber for sleepers and ballast were 
obtainable. Ihe Minister promised to visit the locality, and to be guided by what he saw in deciding whether to grant a 
trial survey or not. A petition and a statistical statement were presented to the Minister. The former is not now on the 
hie, but the latter gives the following particulars Population of town of Temora, 1,700; population of district, 2,000; 
sheep 35,000; land under cereals, 8,000 acres; gold produced in 1885-6, 15,000 oz. ; imports, 2,000 tons; exports, 
wool, 9,000 ba es; sheep skins, 5,000; hides, 1,500. There was also a large production of valuable timber. The 
deputation^ further referred to the agreement which had been arrived at by the delegates from the several places 
concerned m favour of Cootamundra. This compact which, as before stated was unanimous, was however violated almost 
immediately by Junee (one of the parties to it). In November, 1887, the Council of that place wrote to the Minister 
urging that the line might be taken from Old Junee via Junee Beefs and Sebastapol to Temora, a distance of 32 miles. In 

M'r'1 ^u''herland visited Junee, when the claims of that place as the starting point of the proposed line were also 
verbally pressed by the Mayor, who stated that the distance to Temora by that route was only 26 miles. The Minister 
promised consideration if the distance were as stated. This seems to have alarmed the promoters of the route from 
Cootamundra, and a deputation waited on the Minister to represent the superior advantages of that route. They reminded 
the Minister that the question had been fully considered by a conference of delegates, and that after an exhaustive discussion 
Cootamundra had been accepted without a dissentient voice. They suggested that a projected sale of Crown lands 
should be postponed, as some of the land would be required for the railway, and the decision to make the line would 
enhance the value of the portion sold. A petition of the same purport, with something like 1,000 signatures was also- 
presented to the Minister who, m replying to the deputation, stated that he had driven over the route from Junee,' 
and apart from other disadvantages it had the great one of being further away from Sydney than Cootamundra. He could 
promise them that a survey (from Cootamundra) should be made, but he did not intend that that should commit him in any 
way. Ihe sale of mrqwn lands should be postponed. In the July following three surveyors were sent to make the; 
promised survey and it appeared by the preliminary report of these officers that the country was so level that it required 
only the laying of the sleepers for a considerable part of the distance. In August, 1888, an effort was made by the Coota
mundra Bailway League to obtain a survey from Salt Clay Creek, on the (alleged) ground that it was the shortest route, and' 
passea through good land, hut the surveyors had already reported that that route presented engineering difficulties which 
would involve considerably increased expense, and more than counterbalance the saving in distance. The Minister decided 
that at all events such survey could not be undertaken then. Soon after in reply to Mr. Mackinnon and the Temora 
League, the Minister stated that it had been determined to make a trial survey of a line to Barmedman (in continuation of 
the Iemora survey) and on to Hillston. On September 4th, 1888, the united Railway Leagues of the district urged upon 
the Minister the desirability of making .a trial survey of the Salt Clay Creek route, but, doubtless for the reason already 

25 A given
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J. Barling, given, no action was taken. Some time in 1886 an application was made to Mr. Secretary Lyne for a survey of a line from 
Esq. (Joolaman northwards, ie. to Hillston and Euabalong, but the Minister, after receiving a report from the Engineer-in-Chief 

- a _ ' decided that a survey was not warranted. On September 20th, 1888, the project was revived by the persons interested, 
15 Jan 1890 through Mr. Dibbs, who forwarded to Mr. Secretary Sutherland a memorial which had been addressed to him on the 

' subject. The matter was referred to the Engineer-in-Chief, who reported that a line to Barmedman was already being 
surveyed and that it would be better to continue this to Hillston. There were three routes to Hillstonfrom Sydney, (1) via 
Carathool, 479 miles ; (2) via Coolaman, 441 miles ; and (3) via Cootamundra, 429 miles the length of new line to be 
constructed in each case being (1) 60 miles, (2) 132 miles, (3) 176 miles, but No. 3 spaced the country better, and passed 
through more population. The Minister directed that the survey by Barmedman should be adhered to. On April 3rd, 1889, 
Mr. Secretary Bruce Smith having been asked to receive a deputation to advocate the Cootamundra-Temora, Barmedman 
route, and thinking a deputation unnecessary, caused the applicants to be informed by letter that a trial survey had been 
completed to Temora (36 miles), that an estimate of cost had not been prepared, but it would not be heavy, that the 
survey had been extended to Barmedman, and was then in progress to Hillston. • Soon after another alternative scheme 
was suggested. In May of the present year Mr. C. S. Smith addressed the Minister, advocating Bethungra as the starting 
point from the main line on the ground that a saving of some miles of line would be effected, that there is plenty of timber 
and stone on the route, and there would be no expensive purchases of land to make. The letter was referred to the 
Bailway Commissioners. On April 2oth, 1889, a deputation from Cootamundra, Temora, &c., introduced by Messrs. 
Barnes and Mackinnon, waited on the Minister.to urge the immediate construction of the line—Cootamundra to Temora 
and Barmedman. In addition to the arguments employed they now submitted definite statistics which they had collected 
and printed. These statistics maybe briefly summarised as follows:—1888, population—Temora, 1,146; farmers, 198; 
their families, 661; labourers, 318; total, 2,323. Sheep, 173,593; cattle, 2,021; horses, 1,220; farmers’ holdings, 
318,780 acres ; land under wheat, 9,145 acres ; produce, 188,300 bushels ; passengers by coach, 1,730 ; imports, 20,000 tons ; 
exports, 4,000 tons. The Minister informed the deputation that there was no occasion for them to say anything further, 
as from what they had said and from a report he had received from the Engineer-in-Chief, he had determined to 
submit the whole case to the Bailway Commissioners. The Commissioners were advised accordingly, and the 
report furnished by them will be submitted to the Committee. After the reference of the case to the Bailway 
Commissioners further action took place as under :—On June 27th, 1889, a deputation, introduced by Messrs. Dibbs and 
Gormly, M.’s.P., waited on the Minister in the interest of the Coolaman to Hillston proposal. They represented 
that the district was rapidly turning from pastoral to agricultural pursuits, the soil being admirably suited for wheat 

. culture ; that the district produced splendid timber suitable for fencing, and that stone was plentiful. They were aware 
that other routes to Hillston had been advocated. They did not oppose any' other, but they desired before any decision 
was arrived at to have ‘ ‘ a fair show. ” The proposed line would be a connecting link for the Tumberumba line. Mr. Dibbs 
said the only way to make the Junee-Hay line pay was to have light lines, such as that now proposed, as feeders to it, and 
that for such lines our tram motors (for which a use would one day have to be found) might be utilised, travelling at a speed 
of 8 or 10 miles an hour. The Minister reminded the deputation that if railways were given to every district where they 
could be made payable many millions would be added to our public debt. He did not think their case was a strong one, 
but he could promise that no line should he made until an authoritative report on their proposal had been furnished. The 
Bailway Commissioners.had been over the route from Cootamundra to Temora and spoke rather favourably of it, especially 
mentioning the timber. As regarded light lines, Mr. Travers Jones had spoken to him of a system adopted in Queensland 
of laying steel sleepers on the surface at a cost of £2,000 a mile, and he had drawn the attention of the Commissioners to it. 
The deputation presented two petitions from persons residing in the several localities in favour of the line, and a statistical 
statement giving the following particulars :—Population, 508 ; land, freehold, 196,085 acres ; land, leasehold, 53,619 acres; 
land bearing pine timber, 24,070 acres ; land cultivated, 6,623 acres ; produce, wheat, 28,475 sacks; sheep as far as collected, 
130,120 ; horses, 683; cattle, 883; wool, l,660bales. An undertaking to give the land required free of cost to the Government was 
also furnished, with the signatures'of twenty-one persons. On July 3,1889, the local Bailway League addressed the Minister, 
with reference to a deputation from Junee which was about to wait upon him to oppose the Cootamundra scheme, stating 
(1) that a conference of delegates from all the places concerned, Junee included, had unanimously resolved that the line 
should be from Cootamundra to Temora ; (2) that if a line were made from Old Junee to Temora it would involve another 
junction a few miles from Junee ; and (3) that, if such a line were constructed, it would entail a further run of 35 miles on 
the main line, making the distance so much longer than it would be if the Cootamundra route were adopted. On July 11, 
1889, the deputation from Junee referred to above, waited on the Minister, and made representations in favour of their 
town as the.starting point from the main line. The Minister, read to the deputation the statement from the Bailway 
League given above, and asked them if such a conferonce had been held with the result alleged. They admitted that the 
facts were as stated, hut pleaded that they were not satisfied with the action of their delegates on that occasion. The 
Minister pointed out that two years had been allowed to elapse, and they only came to him now when they knew the 
matter was going to be submitted to the Public Works Committee. It was not business-like, but he would send someone 
over the route they proposed, to ascertain the traffic, &c.
3. The statement just read is a history of the proposal from the beginning ? Tes.
4. And so far as you know and can say it is an accurate one ? Tes. '
5. Is there anything else that you have to say ? I have now to hand in, in the first place, the official 
description of the line which was laid before Parliament. Probably I need not read it, but I would just 
draw attention to one point. The length is given there as being 35 miles 66 chains 14 links. The 
proposed line was subsequently revised, namely in November 1889, and the length is*now 37 miles 58 
chains 14 links. The cost originally given was £146,400, or at the rate of £4,086 per mile; but the 
revision gives the cost as £138,000, or an average of £3,656 per mile, and the line now leaves 
Cootamundra at 252 miles 48 chains 86 links from Sydney, and terminates at Temora at 290 miles 22 
chains from Sydney, and the proposed station at Temora would be between Schleicher and Baker Streets. 
Then I have to hand in the Railway Commissioners’ report, which is an earlier document still, dated 
June 20, 1889. The cost of construction is there given as £200,000, and the Commissioners say :—A 
trial line has in this instance only been made, and therefore a rough estimate of the cost of construction, 
which may be accepted as fairly accurate, has been given. I think that it might be interesting to the 
committee if I were to read the opinion of Mr. Whitton, who is now absent from the Colony, as contained 
in a minute written by him. This is referred to in the precis, but I think that you might like it in full. 
It is dated October 10th, 1888. Mr. Whitton, says:—“ I have the honor to inform the Minister that a 
survey is now being made from Cootamundra to Barmedman via Temora, and I think it would be better to 
continue this to Hillston than to survey a line as suggested, from Coolaman to Hillston, the latter distance 
being 132 miles, as against 112 miles from Barmedman to Hillston. Prom Carrathoolto Hillston the distance 
is only 60 miles. The through distances from Sydney by the three routes would be as follows:—(1) 
Sydney to Carrathool, 419 miles; Carrathool to Hillston, 60miles; total, 479 miles. (2) Sydney to Coolaman, 
309 miles ; Coolaman to Hillston, 132 miles ; total, 441 miles. ' (3) Sydney to Cootamundra, 253 miles ; 
Cootamundra to Barmedman, 64 miles ; Barmedman to Hillston, 112 miles ; total, 429 miles. The length 
of line to construct in each case would be—No. 1, 60 miles ; No. 2, 132 miles ; No. 3, 176 miles ; No. 3 
line appears to divide the country better, and would, I think, pass through a more settled district.”
6. Which is number three ? The one we have under consideration—a portion of that. I think that is
all that I have to state in regard to it. It may be interesting to the committee to know that the inspectors 
whom it was stated in Parliament the Minister would appoint for the purpose of collecting statistics have 
this day been appointed. -
7. Mr. Copeltmd.~\ Who are they P One of them is Mr. Sydney Alexander, who has Been connected with 
the chief trial surveys lately, and the other is Mr. Harry Gilliatt, of the Mines Department.

8.
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8. Mr. Garrard^] Is this line put before us as a line to Temora, or as part of a line on to Hillston? I 
can only answer for the line before you—from Cootamundra to Temora.
9. Mr. CoxP\ Has the population increased or decreased lately at Temora ? I have not gone into that 
matter. Mr. Coghlan will be able to give you that information.
10. Mr. Dowel.~\ Can you say whether the suggestion made by the Railway Commissioners, that a 
substantial sum derived from the sale of Crown lands, could be devoted towards defraying the cost of 
constructing this line ? I am able to partly answer that question. lu the evidence I gave before this 
Committee in connection with the proposed railway from Grafton to the Tweed, occurs this statement 
which I made with authority:—“ "While on this question I may mention that a sum.of £862,833 has been 
paid out of the Consolidated Revenue on account of capital charges in connection with railway construction.
This amount is chiefly made up of the cost of the Engineer-in-Chief’s establishment to date, and a further 
sum of £1,047,975 has been paid out of the revenue to meet debentures as they fell due. I may also 
point out,—though no doubt this is common to all railway constructions in the various colonies—that 
the State land through which the railways pass is handed over to the Commissioners without any credit 
being given to the land revenue, which in fact means using what would otherwise be land revenue for 
construction purposes. I find that up to the present time, the quantity of Crowm lands taken for railway 
purposes amounts to 22,300 acres 2 roods 5 perches. The quantity of private land taken is 21,212 acres 
1 rood 24 perches, and the amount paid on account thereof to date is £1,238,151 4s. 7d. With regard to 
the whole of this important question, I am authorized to say that the Ministers for Works and Lands are 
in consultation with a view to bringing some tangible proposal before the Cabinet in relation thereto.
The question of writing down the capital value of any new railways from the proceeds of land, increased 
in value by the construction of such railways, is to be considered by the Cabinet as a separate question, 
and it is not thought desirable by the Minister to connect the two matters in an isolated case of railway 
construction. In the Commissioners’ report on another railway to come before this Committee, a similar 
proposal has been made, and the whole question will, therefore, be more fitly dealt with, apart from such 
considerations the desirability of railway construction.”
11. What date was that ? That was on November 12.
12. The Commissioners’ report was dated June 20? Yes.
13. So that in the meantime, this proposal of the Commissioners’ had been brought before the Ministers1, 
and duly considered ? I do not think L can say that any determination has yet been come to in the matter, 
but it has been considered by the Minister. As far as I am aware, no determination has been arrived at 
in regard to it.
14. No further action has been taken ? No definite action has been taken, but I am aware that it is still
under consideration, for the Minister was speaking to me about it this morning. You are aware, I dare 
say, that in Victoria this matter is made the subject of special legislation, and in that evidence I quoted 
the sections of the Victorian Act dealing with the matter so far as Victoria is concerned. . .

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—BAIDWAT PEOM COOTAMUNDBA TO TEMOBA. 3

Henry Deane, Esq., Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways, sworn, and examined:—•
15. Dr. Garran?^ What office do you hold at present ? I am Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways.
16. You are personally cognizant of the plans for this railway ? Yes.
17. Have you yourself been on the ground ? No ; I have not been over the ground. I instructed Mr. 15 JaQl’1890- 
Alexander to examine the ground, and he has made a report.
18. It is principally on Mr. Alexander’s evidence then that your opinion is formed ? Yes.
19. You will observe by the plan suspended there that instead of going off as a continuation of the main 
southern line, where it is running west, the line runs down nearly south to Cootamundra, and then north 
of it for some considerable distance on this new line;—can you tell us the reason for that sharp angle ? 
Cootamundra was considered the best place for the junction. The application for the trial survey of one 
of the routes emanated from the residents of Cootamundra, and, besides that, I believe that the most 
favourable place for crossing that range is opposite Cootamundra.
19|. Has there been any flying survey made across the range by^a line that would_be straighter ? No,
I think not. This is the only survey that has been made:
20. You cannot say there is any engineering difficulty in the way of a straighter line? No, I cannot. .
All the instructions we had were to survey a line from Cootamundra to Temora.
21. How much distance would be saved by going straight instead of taking that very sharp dip ? That is
distance to Sydney ? ' •
22. Yes—from there to the bend in the proposed line ? About 8 miles. It was proposed to run straight 
across from Cootamundra, taking nearly a west north-west direction, but the range there is very rough, 
and the engineering difficulties are greater.
23. Then you have gone north to avoid a difficulty ? Yes.
24. You cannot say that the difficulty would have been a bit greater if you had gone straight on the
southern line ? No, I cannot say. ■
25. It is rather important that the Committee should know whether there is any greater difficulty there, 
because on the map the detour seems most unreasonable and unnecessary; as I understand you the 
object of it is simply to please Cootamundra, with a junction ? The instructions were to make the survey 
from Cootamundra.
26. You have simply acted according to your instructions ?. Yes. I believe that the possibility of taking 
the line straight across there has not been investigated.
27. What is that range ; is it a difficult range, a lofty range ? Not the way We go.
28. I see that the gradients are nothing worse than 1 in 50 ? No; and those gradients of 1 in 50 will be"
cut out by proposed deviations, and will not be worse than 1 in 75. ,
29. There are two or three places where the gradient is 1 in 50? Yes.
30. And you will get rid of them all ? Yes.
31. And reduce them to 1 in 75 ? Yes.
32. And without any material increase- in expense ? The line examined By Mr: Alexander Was cheaper 
than this.
33. The Committee are to understand that you have got an improved line to Temora with gradients-of
Lin 75? Yes. 34.

J. Barling, 
Esq.

H. Deane, 
Esq.
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34. What is your estimate now of the cost of the work? The line is somewhat lengthened—it is 
lengthened very nearly 2 miles, hut the total estimate is £138,000, which makes £3,656 per mile.

15 Jan 1890 weight of rail do you give for that? A 60-lb. rail.
■’ ‘ 36. And on that rail you propose to run the lighter class of your present engines ? Tes. '

37. So you would not require a special rolling stock ? No, not at all.
38. Is there any facility for ballast being got on this line ? Tes, there is some ballast to be got, in the 
first few miles.
39. Is there any suitable railway timber ? There is ironhark in the neighbourhood. We pass through 
some ironhark timber.
40. And the Commissioners, I see, speak of certain facilities being given by the railwsy Department for 
carrying timber ; does that imply that the timber will have to be brought from a distance ? Some of it 
probably will. I expect the sleepers will be got near the line, but squared timber of all kinds might

■ possibly have to come from a distance.
41. Are we to understand that they look for a small or for a great carriage of timber used in construction 
towards lessening the first cost of the line ? The charge for the carriage of sleepers has always been 
very heavy.
42. They propose to reduce it in this instance so as to cut down the cost of the line ? Tes.
43. They speak of that as almost a necessary precedent to recommending the line—is that to be under
stood ? I have not gone carefully into the Commissioners’ report.
44. How much would it save per mile if the cost of timber were reduced ; if you are going to get the 
sleepers on the spot you will not want very much squared timber ? The cost of the timber bridges 
altogether is estimated at only £9,900.
45. How much of that would be for wood material ? These are all timber bridges.
46. How much of that would be for the cost of material including timber ? About half.
47. That is calculated on the basis of the present rate of carriage? Tes.
48. So the only saving would be the reduced cost of carriage on the material ? Tes ; say, on £5,000 
worth of timber.
49. How much would the cost of carrying that £5,000 worth of timber be ? It is very difficult to say, 
because I do not know where it would all come from.
50. So far as the engineering part of the question is concerned, on which alone you speak, is there any 
engineering difficulty of any kind on the line ? .None whatever.
51. No heavy cuttings ? No.
52. No difficult streams to cross ? No; only small creeks that are spanned by the ordinary openings— 
24-foot span.
53. The work would be an easy work ? Tes.
54. Mr. Copeland.'] "What is the reason why the line was not surveyed from Wallendbeen so as to cut off
those two sides of the triangle ? I cannot give you any information on that point. I only know that the 
Engineer-in-Chief had instructions to have a line surveyed from Cootamundra. I am not aware whether 
his opinion was ever asked. ,
55. It will be seen that this simply forms two sides of a triangle, whereas one line straight across here 
(pointing to the map) would save how many miles ? I think you would find it would save 8 or 9 miles— 
not more than that. Without having the matter investigated I could not say how much would be saved.
56. Tou do not know whether a flying survey has been made across the range here ? I do not believe it 
has ; I do not remember anyone having examined it. There never was any survey to my knowledge of 
the country between Cootamundra and Temora till this year.
57. Tou say that you have got an improved line now ; are the Committee to understand that you have 
any improvements over and above what is submitted to us here in this statement ? If you have the 
amended statement, that shows all the improvements. Mr. Barling, I suppose, handed it in.
58. This statement includes then all the expected improvements ? Tes ; it shows a saving of about 
£8,400. The route is the same as before, only there are some small deviations along the route ; the 
terminus is different in Temora.
59. Can you say what distance this line would be away from the Junee to Hay line in its general course ? 
The two lines-are not parallel, and I can scarcely say.
60. Do you think they would be sufficiently wide apart to be likely to have traffic enough to pay, especially 
when in all probability the only traffic would be wool and live-stock ? And some cultivation, I believe 
there is.

■ 61. Can you say where the cultivation is ? Tes, there is wheat cultivation in the neighbourhood.
62. In the neighbourhood of Cootamundra, but not in the neighbourhood of Temora, I think ? Only at 
the Cootamundra end so far as I know. This is a wheat district here—near Stockinbingal.
63. Would you expect to get any wool traffic or live-stock traffic by this proposed line that you do not at 
present get by the Junee to Hay line. Tes. To tell you the truth, the matters of traffic have been so 
completely taken out of our hands, that the question has perhaps been rather neglected by the 
engineering branch.
64. Tou can simply give the Committee information only on the engineering aspect of the question? 
I would rather give information only on the engineering question.
65. Tou have already stated that this would be a line very easy to construct ? Tes.
66. Tou cannot say, speaking in general terms, how far it would be from the Junee to Hay line ? Well, 
Temora is about 30 miles—taking a straight line down on to the Junee and Narrandera line it is about 
30 miles.
67. Supposing the Government were to construct a line from Eorbes to Menindie, having already in
existence the line from Junee to Hay, do you think that then there would be room enough for a payable 
line on this proposed route—Cootamundra to Hillston ? Not considering it as a pastoral country. If it 
were taken up for cultivation no doubt there would be. '
68. But so far as pastoral traffic is concerned you would expect that they would make either to the Eorbes- 
Menindie line, or to the Junee-Hay line, and that you would not be likely to increase the traffic in any way 
•by building this now proposed line ; in other words,* any pastoral traffic that this proposed line would get 
would simply be taken away from one of the other two lines ? Some portion of it would, but there 
■would be a certain amount of extra carrying, though perhaps not very much.
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69. Of pastoral traffic ? Tea. I mean this—any produce grown here, wool or otherwise, would naturally H. Deane, 
come into Temora instead of going down here, or up this way {pointing to the map) or any other direction. ®B<1' 
Ariytmng grown here {pointing to the map) and taken to Temora, would give extra carriage. The produce 1
or the district just heyond Temora would be carried along that line, and it would be additional carriage.' an', ' 
Any place where the distance to the railway was saved would give extra carriage.
/0. Can you say the distance between Narrandera and Condobolin? It would be about 110 miles in a 
straight line. *
70j. So that supposing that the Condobolin-Menindie line were constructed, the furthest that any place 
could be away from the railway would be' 55 miles ? Tes. .
tvt" ®uPPosin§ that the Government were to decide, or had decided, on the line from Condobolin to 
Menindie, would you then recommend that this line be constructed ? It would only serve a very small 
district. J
iT2. Would you recommend that it be constructed to Hillston if the other two lines were in existence ?
Tes, I should, if the country were taken up for agricultural purposes, but not for pastoral purposes.
73. Is the land all fit for agriculture—right up to Hillston ? Not all of it.
71. Have you any personal knowledge ol the country ? No ; I have not been there. I can tell only from 
reports.
70. Jfr. O Sullivan.) Tn reply to the Chairman just now, you stated that the gradients would be about 1 
m "5, and that there were no engineering difficulties in the way of this line ? Tes.
76. Therefore we can take it for granted that the line could be cheaply constructed ? Tes.
77. The estimate per mile is £3,656 ? Tes.
78. Is not that rather high for a very easy country ? No ; I do not consider that high. It is not a level 
country.
79. Tou say that there are no engineering difficulties, and even the crossing of the range is not a matter 
of very great difficulty ? I do not know, I am sure, where any further economy could be exercised.
80. Have you taken into account the cheap system of fencing ? The total for fencing is only £5,850—
that is not a large amount., “
81. Do you think it possible to construct this line at a cheaper rate ? I would not advise it—not to make • 
a proper job of it.
82. Tou are aware that the Committee has recommended the construction of the Culcairn to Corowa line 
on the understanding that the cost should not exceed £3,000 per mile ? Tes.
83. Is that country as difficult as the country between Temora and Cootamundra ? I should say that it 
is pretty much the same. The Culcairn to Corowa line would, if anything, be rather easier.
84. In his evidence before the Committee, Mr. Alexander said that that line could be constructed for less 
than the estimate,^ but he would not advise it to be done. I presume that in the same way you are of 
opinion that this line might be constructed more cheaply, but you would not recommend it ? My opinion 
m tins that the design of the works is most suited for the country, and for the particular class of line.
This is only an estimate after all; this is an estimate from a trial survey. It may suffer considerable 
alterations some of the items may be reduced when we come to work it out. Certainly no more work 
would be put into it than was absolutely necessary ; but unless you alter the type of construction, practi
cally, you do not reduce the cost of the line. This cost of £3,656 per mile includes an amount for contin
gencies which it is only fair to take into account. Those contingencies may prove to be nil, and then that 
money will not be required. It is usual in all estimates to provide a margin.
85. In your evidence you also said the starting-point was fixed at Cootamundra for Ministerial reasons—
o.r you implied that? Instructions came from the Minister to make the survey from Cootamundra.
86. W hat year was that in ? Last year.
87. But in carrying out those instructions you actually added 8 miles of haulage to the line ? Tes.
88. That might have been avoided? I cannot say. If the line could be carried across from that other 
point—Wallendbeen.
89. There appears to be no great difficulty about that; you have to cross the range going to Cootamundra 

only once going to Wallendbeen ? Tes ; but the character of the range will vary very much in its
different parts. Cootamundra seems to be the natural point of departure for Temora on the map. The 
reason why the line is taken in this direction from Cootamundra is that there is a low point in this range—■ 
only about 200 feet above Cootamundra—and I think you will find on examination of this range further 
north that it rises again, much the same as it does in the south.
90. Mr. Tonkin.) Tou know of course that the proposed line from Nyngan to Cobar is to be constructed 
without fencing ? . It is proposed, I believe, to construct it without fencing.
91. Is not this similar country, and would not this line do without fencing the same as the other? Any ■ 
country that is used merely for pastoral purposes could be treated in the same way ; there is no reason 
why, if fences are unnecessary in one part, they should not be abolished in the other.
92. That would reduce the cost, would it not ? Tes.
93 Can you tell us why this line will cost £3,600 per mile, whilst the proposed line to Wilcannia will cost 
only £2,500 per mile ; that is over £1,000 per mile difference—33 per cent, on the cost of construction?
In the first place the earthworks are slightly in excess here; then the permanent way is higher per mile.
In the case of the Nyngan to Cobar line the Commissioners have arranged for the freight on the rails to 
be Id. per mile • here the freight has been reckoned at 2d. per mile.
94. But will there be any material difference in the cost of the permanent way ? No.
95. The rails will be 601b. rails in both cases ?. Tes. .
96. And I suppose there will be the same amount of sleepers and ballast in each case ? Tes.
97. Then would that penny per ton per mile upon the carriage of the rails make the difference of 33 per 
cent, on the cost of construction ? No ; but there are other reasons. If we were to compare the two 
estimates it would soon be seen where the difference lies.
98. Can you tell this Committee where the difference lies—there is such a great difference ? I cannot 
give you an estimate that will exactly compare with this, because nothing more than what is a rough 
approximation has really been made of the Nyngan to Cobar line. This has been taken out in detail.
Bye-and-by, when all the plans are finished, I shall be able to make an estimate to correspond with this 
and compare with it. It would be difficult just now to make a comparison of the different items ; it would 
be mere guess-work.
99. Do you mean that the cost as given to us of the Nyngan to Cobar line, £2,500 per mile, is too low an

estimate
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estimate—that it cannot he constructed for thatdo you mean that ? No, I do not mean to say that. I 
only mean to say that the estimate is more or less an approximate one. It has not been so carefully 
made out as this estimate has. I have not the slightest doubt that it can be done, but there are differences 

15 Jan., 1890, character of the country and the design of the works which would account for a good deal, I have
no doubt.
100. Can you give this Committee any explanation of the difference—this great difference—between the 
two lines, for the lines will be similar lines ;—-are there much heavier earth-works or cuttings? Tes; I 
mentioned that just now. I think I may say that in the way of excavations there is an excess here over 
the Nyngan to Cobar line of £10,000; that is to say that supposing this country were of the same 
character as the Nyngan to Cobar line the excavations, the earth-works, would cost only about £8,900; 
here the excavations are estimated at £18,875. That is one cause of difference. Another cause is the 
fencing. £5,000 no doubt could be knocked out of fencing if it were not necessary to fence except close 
to settlements. That would make £15,000. Then there is the permanent way and ballasting permanent 
way ; Id. per mile extra has been charged. Tou understand the late Commissioner charged us 4d per ton 
per mile, but the present Commissioners have agreed to carry the permanent way material at 2d. per ton 
per mile, but in the case of the Nyngan to Cobar line they have offered to carry it at half that rate. I 
understand that that reduction applies only to the Nyngan to Cobar line.
101. For the purpose of reducing the expenditure in the construction of this line, would you recommend 
that the fencing should not be carried out; you know the country the line is going through ? I know the 
southern line, but I have not been across between Cootamundra and Temora.
102. Would you recommend that that should be a railway line without fencing—a cheap line? There 
would be this difficulty : a great deal of the land is fenced, and where we go through fenced land owned 
by different owners they would probably insist on the line being fenced. Where we go through Crown 
land—for the last 15 miles I think it is—we could do as we liked, I suppose.
103. Mr. Dowel.'] Have you read the Railway Commissioners’ report on this line ? Tes.
104. Tou notice that they refer to a supply of ironbark in the district? Tes.
105. Have you any information about this particular timber to which they refer? The surveyors have
reported that there are ironbark forests there. _
106. Can you give the Committee some information about those forests—the nature of them, their extent,
and whether they are on the proposed route, or within a radius of how many miles ? I believe that the 
proposed railway would pass through an ironbark belt, and there is, no doubt, plenty of ironbark within 
a small distance of the line. .
107. Then there will be no difficulty in procuring sleepers ? No difficulty, I should say. _
108. As an engineer, have you any objection to specifying for the use of half-round sleepers of ironbark 
in this particular line. I am asking you this question with the view of seeing whether the cost of construc
tion could be lessened in any way. As an engineer, would you recommend in your specification that half
round sleepers should be used—that this innovation should be made on this particular line, where there is 
a large quantity of ironbark on the route easily accessible ? I would not recommend it. I would 
endeavour to make the specification for sleepers as easy as possible. Glood sound sleepers should be used, 
but I would not be so particular about their being absolutely rectangular and showing no sap at
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the edges.
109. What difference would that make in the cost of the sleepers—the way you propose now to specify
for them, as different from the ordinary sleepers as at present used ? I do not think that it would make 
very much difference. It would certainly admit of smaller trees being used, but where larger trees were 
obtainable, of course a considerable proportion of the sleepers provided would still be rectangular—stiff 
come up to the old specification, you might say. It would only enable the splitters to get' in sleepers of 
somewhat inferior quality—sleepers from the outside of the tree. _ _ _
110. Tou have no idea what the reduction of cost would be then ? I think one might put it down at
about 6d. per sleeper. _ _
111. The country, if I understand you aright, is of an undulating character? Tes.
112. Involving more earth-works than there would be on the Culcairn to Corowa line ? Tes.
113. That accounts for the difference in the cost—the increased cost in your estimate ? That accounts 
for the increased cost of the earth-works.
114. The difference of cost is chiefly made up by the earth-works in. the two estimates ? Tes. If I 
remember aright, the estimate for the Culcairn to Corowa line was £4,100 per mile—this is really cheaper 
than the line from Culcairn to Corowa—but the Committee’s recommendation was £3,500.
115. Tou could not recommend in the construction of this line the use of half-round sleepers ? No.
116. Tou are aware, I presume, that they are used in the construction of lines in America? I would not 
like to go by American practice altogether. I know that lines in America are very often made in. a very 
flimsy manner. Population springs up at the end.of the line and along the line, and it pays them to renew 
the works in a substantial manner. This is being done more or less throughout the country.
117. Would it be advantageous for a policy of that description to be carried out in New South Wales ? 
I do not think so, because the Government can always borrow money at a cheap rate ; whereas in America 
a company has to construct the line. Looking upon it as a speculation, if a private company in America 
were able to get the money and lay the lines in a substantial manner, it would most decidedly be better to 
do so than to lay them in a flimsy manner, and afterwards to have to renew the works.
118. What does the Department pay for sleepers now ? Mr. JEddy told me not very long-ago they had a 
contract at Dubbo for ironbark sleepers at, I think, 2s. lid. each, delivered at the station.
119. The whole of the bridges are of timber ? Tes. ... .
120. Mr. Lee.] Can you tell the Committee how the difference in1 cost is arrived, at as between the esti
mate made in June, 1889, and this made in November of the same year ; the first estimate was for. 35f 
miles at a total cost of £200,000, and the revised line shows a longer length at a very much reduced cost— 
£138,000 ; how is that arrived at ? It is chiefly due to a revision of the necessities of the line, and an 
alteration in the economy of construction. The -excavations amount, T. see, to about the same thing per 
mile, and other expenses are very similar. There is a saving of about £2,000 in.bridges; the permanent 
way and ballasting has been cut down £4,000; and.diversions of ffoads which, we put down to cost over 
£2,000 have been cut out altogether.
121. Did this revision of the line take place after it had been referred by Parliament to-the.Public Works
Committee ? Tes. •^22'
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122. It was referred by the Legislative Assembly on September 27th, 1889 ? Tes. It was after that-— H. Deane,
about the time when I instructed Mr. Alexander to examine the country. ®S(1
123. In other words, since the line has been referred by Parliament, your department has taken every '
precaution to straighten the line, and reduce the cost as much as possible ? Tes. ^ Jan., 1890.
124. Does that really express your meaning ; that is to say, the line which the Committee now have before 
them is the result of your subsequent labours p Tes. I should say that my views have not altered in the 
slightest about the character of the work required for this line, but I have been through the estimate and 
revised the prices, and cut them down to correspond with some other lines.
125. Do you think that you have cut them down below the contractors’ prices ? No ; I think not.
126. Tou think that the line could be constructed for that money ? Tes. Lor instance, in the first estimate 
we had for ballasting 5s. 6d. per yard ; that stands now at 4s. 6d., and I am sure it can be done for that, 
as ballast is obtainable on some parts of the line; then, sleepers were originally put at 4s. 6d., but we 
can, I think, get them at 3s. 6d.
127. Tour department has revised this line since it has been submitted to Parliament, and you are now 
speaking of the revised figures before the Committee ? Tes.
128. Consequently those figures have passed through your hands ? Tes.
129. Are you of opinion that it would be safe to go even lower—to reduce the cost of this line, having in 
view the public safety? No- I would not recommend that.
130. Tou think that that is the lowest price at which this line could be constructed ? Tes ; that is to say,
as I pointed out before, an amount has been allowed for contingencies, which we might not have to draw 
upon. '
131. That is allowed in all cases ? Tes ; it is a usual thing in making estimates. .1 believe that this line 
could be constructed at this rate if the contract be let within the next few months, but if it had to stand 
over for a couple of years, and business became brisker in the colony, wages might rise, and we would have 
to pay more.
132. Dr. Q-arran.'] Tou said that the Commissioners proposed to carry the rails for the Cobar line at Id., 
and for this at 2d.? Tes.
133. What is the schedule rate at the present time, without any favour, for rails ? I think it is 4d.
134. That has been the rate hitherto charged ? Tes.
135. Is it in the power of the Commissioners to charge one extension Id. another 2d., another 3d., and 
another 4d. ? Really that is a matter which I have not considered.
136. But in their calculation they propose to give Cobar an advantage over this line ? Tes.
137. And this line an advantage over the schedule rate ? Tes.
138. So in comparing one branch with another, we shall always have to bear in mind that little bit of 
favouritism ? The rate for the carriage of rails is of course a rate which can only apply to the construction 
department ; nobody else has rails to carry except to a very infinitesimal extent.
139. I mean that when we compare the cost of one line with the cost of another we must look to see if the 
Commissioners give any special favour in the cost of carrying the rails ? Tes.
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present:—

JOSEPH PALMER ABBOTT, Esq. (Chairman.)
The Hoh. Andrew G-arran.
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. George Henry Cox.
Jacob Garrard, Esq.

Charles Alered Lee, Esq.

Henry Copeland, Esq.
James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq. 
William Springthorpe Dowel, Esq. 
Edward William O’Sullivan, Esq. 
John Hurley, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed railway from Cootamundra to Temora.

Stanley Alexander, Esq., District Engineer, sworn, and examined :—
140. Dr. GarranA What is your status ? District Engineer. S. Alexander,
141. Did you survey the proposed line ? It was surveyed whilst I was in charge of the department. Es(l-
142. Have you been over the ground yourself? Tes.
143. Have you been over the ground near Wallendbeen where the line might make a short cut from the 16 Jan'’ 189°- 
262-mile peg instead of going all the way to Cootamundra and making that sharp angle? No. I think
that the line would have to pass over the range or to go the way that it goes now.
144. Would it not be practicable to have a much straighter route from Sydney to Temora ? I think it is 
possible, looking at the map, but Mr. Eirth will be able to give you more information on that point.
145. Have you had anything to do with the preparation of the estimates of the cost of the line ? Tes ;
I prepared them. ■
146. And, as far as you know, they are trustworthy ? Tes.
147. What is the weight of the rails which you provided for ? 601b.
148. Whatis the difference in cost per mile between 60®. and 401b. rails ? Roughly, about £200.
149. W ould the 601b. rail carry the lightest of our present locomotives ? It will carrv them all.
150. And the 401b. rail would necessitate a separate class of engines? Tes.
151. And that is such a disadvantage that you think it better to spend £200 a mile extra and use the
601b. rails ? Tes. .
152. Tou have no hesitation in recommending the 60-lb rail ? None whatever.
153. We are told that the gradients will be reduced from 1 in 50 to 1 in 75 ? Tes ; you can depend on
that. • . . .
154. And that will necessitate an increase in the length of the line by two miles ? Tes.
155. Tou recommend that ? Tes.
156. W ill it not involve any- dangerous curves ? No. -

157.
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157. It will be in every way a better line than the original one ? Tes.
158. Tou believe that the gradient can be reduced to 1 in 75 ? Tes; you can make sure of that—possibly
it may turn out better. -
159. There may be improvements ? Tes.
160. Taken as a whole it is a line of cheap construction ? Tes.
161. It presents no engineering difficulties ? None.
162. Tou think it could be made, at present contractors’ prices, within your estimate ? Tes.
163. Have you gone into the question of traffic ? No.
164. Tou have confined your attention to the engineering part ? Entirely.
165. Is the country as far as Temora a wheat-growing country P It is.
166. Would it be as far as Barmedman ? I was told so at Temora. _
167. How far is Temora from the line that goes to Narrandera; what is the breadth of the belt of •
country between the two lines ? About 35 miles. _
168. Then between the two lines there would be no point distant more than 17 or 18 miles from a
railway? No. _ _
169. And the two lines gradually widen out from the junction ? Tes.
170. They form two sides of a triangle virtually ? Tes. _
171. Mr. Tonhin.'] When was the fresh survey made that reduced the grades from 1 in 50 to 1 in 75 ?
There has been no fresh survey made. _
172. Then how has the alteration been brought about ? From an estimate which I formed after having 
inspected the line.
173. Did you have to go over the ground to make that alteration ? Tes.
174. And without surveying the line you could see that the gradient could be reduced ? Tes.
175. When was the survey according to which the grade is 1 in 50 made ? It was commenced on August
1st, 1888, and ended on the 17th September, 1888. _
176. And when did you inspect it and alter the grade ? I was there in October last year.
177. Do you think that any reduction could be made in the price per mile, £3,656? I do not think so.
178. Tou know the proposed line from Nyngan to Cobar and Wilcannia ? Tes.
179. Tou know that the estimated cost of that line is £2,500 per mile? Tes.
180. Can you explain why the proposed line from Cootamundra to Temora should cost 33f- per cent, 
more than the line to Wilcannia ? I have never seen that country.
181. Have you seen any country presenting less engineering difficulties than the route of the proposed 
line from Cootamundra ? I have seen railways in flat country with perfectly porous soil which . did 
not require any bridges.
182. Was that in this country ? No ; in India.
183. Have you seen any railway route in this country affording greater facilities for the construction of a 
railway than the route of the proposed line ? No.
184. Do you think it is necessary to fence in this line ? The line must be fenced, because it goes through 
alienated land.
185. Do you know what the difference in the cost would be if there were no fencing ? The cost of the 
fencing amounts to £5,850.
186. For how many miles of line ? Thirty-seven and three-quarter miles.
187. What sort of a fence is it.to be? Wire.
188. Without any toprail ? Tes.
189. How many wires will there be ? Seven.
190. Do you know the depth of the deepest cutting on the line ? They are very small, from 5 to 7 feet.
191. Tou are quite confident that the estimate £3,656 a mile could not be materially reduced? Tes. 
Almost exactly half of the estimate is for ballast and permanent way.
192. Is there any difference between the permanent way of the proposed line from Cootamundra to 
Temora and that from Nyngan to Cobar ? I am not sure, but I think that the sleepers estimated for the 
Nyngan to Cobar line were not ironbark ; and I do not suppose that such good ballast was provided for, 
simply because it was not to be got on the Cobar line.
193. Would that make any material difference;—if you could get good ballast readily would it not be as 
cheap as bad ballast ? No ; if you have to use bad ballast you will use almost anything.
194. Are you quite sure that you are not making a mistake in your estimate ? I am not making a 
mistake.
195. Did you estimate the cost of the Cobar line? No.
196. Tou do not know anything about that line ? No.
197. When you made the alteration in the grade was that before or after you investigated the grades on
the Crookwell line ? It was after. . .
198. Mr. Dowel.'] Do you propose to carry this line any further than Temora ? It is surveyed to
Hillston. ■
199. What distance is that from Temora ? 121 miles.
200. Tou said that you had been over both the surveyed routes ? Tes.
201. In reference to the one which you recommend to be adopted, could you tell the Committee the 
character of the country through which it traverses and the description of the timber ? It is not a new 
line altogether, only deviations from the surveyed line. Near Cootamundra it is all agricultural land.
202. Are there any forests of timber? The land is for the most part under cultivation or fit for cultiva
tion, except on the ironbark ridges, near Glundibingar. '
203. Are there any good forests or reserves of timber within a radius of 10 miles of the railway ? There 
are ironbark ridges all reserved.
204. Is it good ironbark ? It is stunted.
205. Would you have any difficulty in that country in obtaining timber for bridges and sleepers ? The 
sleepers could all be got there.
206. And the timber for the bridges also ? I think for the piles, it could be, but not squared timber. It 
will be too short.
207. Tou propose to have ironbark sleepers ? Tes.
208. Would you, as an engineer, recommend that half round sleepers should be used for the purpose of
cheapening the construction ? No. 209.
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209. I or what reason ? When engineers sjieak of half-round sleepers they mean pine sleepers. They S-Alexander, 
are split down the middle, giving a perfectly clean surface, ?.nd all the sleepers being exactly alike. They
make as good a road as squared timber; but if we attempt to use half-round sleepers made of gum
timber we get sleepers of all shapes and sizes. It is impossible to make as good a road with them. 16 Jan-’1890,
210. All over the world half-round sleepers have been used to cheapen construction;—do you think it 
possible that half-round ironbark sleepers could be used P Of course they could be used.
211. In your opinion the construction of railways with safety and solidity would not be affected if half
round sleepers were used ? It would not be affected. '
212. What is the cost of the sleepers which you use? 3s. 6d. each.
213. And you would use about 2,200 to the mile ? About 2,000 to the mile.
^14. If half round sleepers were used do you think that there would be a considerable reduction in the
cost of construction ? Tes. •
215. What ballast would you recommend P I think it will all be quarts on this line.
216. Local ballast P Tes”.
217. So you could not cheapen the line except by reducing the cost of the sleepers by using half round 
timber ? I do not wish to be understood as recommending it. Tou can make a cheap railway, but when 
you come to maintain it you will find that it will run away with your revenue if you have not used first- 
class timber.
218. Mr. Oox.'] Tou spoke of a range between Cootamundra and Temora ;—what range is it ? I really 
do not know. It has a great many local names. It divides the Lachlan from the Murrumbidgee.
219. Is that a broken range or grassy hills ? It is a broken range.
220. Is there a difficulty in finding a gap through that range ? The gap that the railway is to go through 
is a very easy gap. It is an extraordinarily easy gap.
221. In the event of its being taken across that range from a point on the railway nearer to Sydney do 
you know whether there would be any difficulty in crossing the range ? I do not know the country.
222. Do you known whether that range has ever been inspected by survejmrs ? I do not think it has 
been.
223. So that the present line was projected merely to connect Temora with Cootamundra ? Tes.
224. Irrespective of the securing of any nearer route to the metropolis ? Tes. ■
225. Chairman.'] Do you know who was the surveyor who laid out that line ? There were three.
Messrs. Bode, Chalmers, and Kennedy.
226. Would they be available for examination by a Sectional Committee on the route ? I think two of 
them are out at Wentworth, and the other at Mudgee.
227. Mr. Garrard '.] Did you say that Mr. Birth knew something about it ? Tes, about the range.
228. Mr. Cox.] What directions were given to the surveyor wko laid out the line to connect it with the 
Southern line at Cootamundra ? To start from Cootamundra.
229. Chairman.] If the railway is to open up the agricultural lands in that district, there is no reason 
why it should go to Cootamundra to do that, is there ? I do not think there is.
230. I suppose you could look the matter up and see what exploration was done with the view of
connecting the line to Temora with any other part of the railway, and let the Committee know at some 
other time ? Tes. . .
£31. Do you think any instructions were given to connect this line with the main line higher up f I do 
not think so.
232. This estimate for fencing, I suppose, includes all the crossings and gates ? It does not include the
gates ; the gates are included in the level crossings. ■
233. Then do you not think that £77 a mile for fencing is an outrageous price ? The object of the fence
is to keep stock off the line, is it not ? I have estimated that there are 26,000 roods of fencing at 4s. 6d. 
a rood. That is 80 miles of fencing, 40 miles for each side of the railway. '
234. Do you not think that fencing of the same character as that which is usedm the district will do for a 
railway ? Could it be put up for less than 4s. 6d. a rood ?
235. 1 should think so. The squatters do not pay that for fencing ? Pencing does not make the railway 
work better or bring any more revenue—it is purely a matter of insurance.
236. Tes, but in the aggregate, all these things “ tot ” up. Tou have an item of £9,000 for stations, that ' 
looks pretty stiff for an unsettled district, does it not ? I have the details here.
237. Are the buildings to be of brick ? No, of timber.
238. Timber platforms ? Tes. The first is at Stockinbingal. There are to be three stations—one at 
Temora and two intermediate ones. These intermediate stations consist of a fourth-class passenger 
building estimated at £200, a third-class goods-shed £180, two cottages at £350 and £275, and a platform 
at £203 ; at Temora is proposed a third-class passenger building £300, platform £250, two cottages, a 
second-class £350, and a third-class £275. A second-class cottage costs about £350 ; athird-class cottage 
about £275. There are to be trucking yards at each station which cost altogether £500.
239. Arc the plans of station buildings submitted to the Bailway Commissioners for their approval before 
the department adopt them ? I do not think that they have been hitherto,.
240. Do you think they1' ought to be ? Tes, but since the Commissioners were appointed hardly anything 
has been built.
241. But before the buildings were put up would not the Commissioners be consulted ? I should think 
they ought to be. In fact I think the Act provides that they shall have the fixings of the stations.
242. What you have given us amounts to £7,000. What do you provide for at the Temora station ? A 
timber platform, £250 : a third-class passenger building, £300 ; a second-class goods-shed, £525 ; a second- 
class cottage, £850 ; and a third-class cottage, £275 ; and trucking yard, £200.
243. What is the total for Temora ? £1,681 and £200 makes £1,881. There are trucking yards at
each station, '
244. Mr. Garrard.] How much for them ? I have not the details here. I suppose about £500 for the
whole line. .
245. Mr. Trickett.] Have you ever devoted your attention to the question of the adoption of the cattle 
stops such as are used in America ? There are ten crossings with cattle stops, three with gates, and there 
are 40 private crossings,
246. Mr. Doivel.] Are there any railway contracts in existence at the present time ? None.
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S. Alexander, 247. When was the last tender called for for railway construction? It was for the North Shore line,
Esq- fully two years ago. o xr t j-l- i

248. When tenders were received for that line were not the rates considered very low . x es, 1 tnmK 
16 an., 1890. were_ j am only speaking from hearsay.

Gr. J. Roberts, Esq., District Traffic Superintendent, sworn, and examined 
G. J. Roberts, 249. Mr. Garrard^ What is your position in the railway service ? District Traffic Superintendent.-J. ML/ , ururvwru/. \ VV llOiU IO VUUA XXX “XXW xlvj-j. .. ----- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - ' _ -1-0 T -I , 1

Esq. ’ 250. Have you had anything to do with the proposed line from Cootamundra to Temora . I have repor ed
---- , upon it from a traffic point of view. o v f „

16 Jan., 1890. 251. Have you been over the line of country between Cootamundra and Iemora j les, as lar as
Barmedman. . . o -vr
252. Have you submitted an estimate of the traffic to the Commissioners . ^ es.
253. Have you seen the report which the Commissioners have laid before the Committee . i nave not. _
254. Do you know the totals of your report? No ; I furnished the statistics, and they were made up nr 
the office, I believe.
255. Is the statement of the Commissioners’ based on your report? I believe it is.
256. Is the country between Cootamundra and Temora agricultural or pastoral? Both.
257. Is there much agriculture going on around Temora ? To a very large extent. .
258. Whereabouts is it going on to a very large extent ? Erom Stockinbingal, and at Temora itself.
259. On the route of the proposed line ? Yes.
260. Did you go by the ordinary road, or by the route of the line ? By both routes.
261. Is there more settlement on the road than on the route of the line ? It is about equal.
262. Where do you find a large extent of agriculture ? At Stockinbingal.
263. Is there much at Barmedman)? Yery little there. _ . . , . • ■

■ 264. Is Temora a mining township ? It is more of an agricultural district. There is very little mining
there now. - . ,
265. Do you think that the line if constructed would pay ? I believe it would.
266. Immediately on its construction ? No.
267. What do you mean by paying—covering the working expenses ? Yes.
268. Paying the working expenses without considering the interest on the capital? ^-es-
269. You think that the line would pay working expenses? Yes; providing that the Government cut
up the leasehold land there. I mentioned that in my report. ■ .
270. With the Crown lands left as they are would it pay ? I have very much doubt about it.
271. Then it is a problematical affair. If the Government do not cut the land there is no chance of its
paying ? It might possibly. There is a great deal of Government land there. '
272. What is the tonnage of the traffic from Cootamundra to Temora ? I left Cootamundra last night. 
There are no less than twenty teams travelling from Stockinbingal to Cootamundra with wheat.
272-g-. How much of that should we get? We should get it all. They complain of the great expense of
cartage. . „ ,
273. Is it not all down hill to Cootamundra ? No ; there is a large hill round which we should nave to
run the line.
274. That wheat traffic is only for a few weeks in the year ? Yes.
275. What other traffic is there ? Wool, sheepskins, tallow, &c. .
276. How much wool that at present goes into Cootamundra would the line intercept ? The wool would
be intercepted at Stockinbingal and Temora. The quantity I cannot estimate.
277. What is the yield ? I have my report here and I will read it :

District Superintendent’s Office, Junee Junction, May 29, 1889,

Sir,
Cootamundra to Temora Railway.

I have the honor to report that I left Cootamundra oh Friday morning, the 24th instant, and drove along the 
proposed railway route to Temora and Barmedman, and returned to Cootamundra on the Monday afternoon following.

Although your instructions were to report on the line to Temora, I took it upon myself to go as far as Barmedman m order 
to collect all information respecting the probable traffic from that locality and also satisfy myself what amount of business we 
might expect in the event of the line being extended there, or only as far as Temora.

The distance from Cootamundra to Temora and Temora to Barmedman are 3o and 32 miles respectively, and for the 
whole distance with few exceptions, such as the iron-bark ridges, the country is well adapted for agricultural and pastoral
pursuits. _ . • • if

In the absence of a tracing of the surveyed line there are, as far as I could judge, no serious engineering aiincult 
to contend with, the gradients being light, with plenty of timber and ballast at short distances along the line of route. ^

Sidings and station accommodation would be required at the following places, in the event of the line))' 
adopted, viz..

Stockinbingal, about 14|- mileg from Cootamundra.
Temora, about 35 miles from Cootamundra.
Halfway House (Kavanegh’s), about 10 miles from Temora. '
Barmedman, about 22 miles from Temora. ^

In course of time I have no doubt sidings will be required between Stockinbingal and Temora, and perhaps between 
Cootamundra and Stockinbingal.

From returns furnished me by Mr. Woodhouse, secretary of the Stockinbingal Railway League, I find that within a 
radius of 10 miles (north side of the line) there are forty-one selectors, &c., owning 127,388 acres, 3,260 acres under cultiva
tion, 107,200 sheep, 1,014 bales wool, 1,149 large stock, 326 pigs, 4,000 acres in reserves, 500 population.

Within a radius of 6 miles (south side of the line) there are nineteen selectors, &c., owning 38,350 acres, 4,060 acres 
under cultivation, 28,600 sheep, 286 bales wool, 1,079 large stock, 277 pigs, 1,470 acres in reserves, 160 population.

It is estimated that the incoming traffic is about 600 tons, and the outwards traffic about 3,200 tons, wheat and wool.
In addition to the selectors, &c., referred to it is asserted that a siding at Stockinbingal would benefit a great number 

residing outside the distances quoted.
From Stockinbingal to Temora, distant about 21 miles, there is very little settlement along the route ; however, the 

line passes through Gundibengal and Combaning leaseholds, which will be available for future settlement. I was informed 
that already something like 15,000 acres had been surveyed, and cut up into small holdings from 50 to 280 odd acres each, 
which will be readily bought up when submitted to auction. This will tend to considerably increase the population and 
traffic between these two places. , .

Herewith will be found printed statistics showing the resources of the Temora districts, and in submitting same I was 
requested to mention the fact that the population has considerably increased since it was completed and printed.

-1 The
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n _ town of IWidra consists as follows :—Places of business other than hotels, 38: hotels, 17; manufactories and G. J. Roberts, 
other industries, 9; general carriers, 22; court-house, police offices, post and telegraph offices, mining registrar, public school, Esq. 
hospital, four churches, two halls, three theatres. The estimate tonnage is 2,676 tons (inwards and outwards). The average 
rate per ton for general goods between Cootamundra and Temorais £2 per ton. There are six mail coaches connected with 16 Jan.. 1890. 
the town, carrying mails to and from Cootamundra, Ac. A neatly turned out newspaper published by Mr. James Meehan, “The 
Independent,” a well equipped fire brigade, besides public recreation ground, show ground, &c. The stock slaughtered are 
684 cattle, 2,8o0 sheep, 140 pigs ; hides and tallow sent away, about 38 tons. The average attendance at schools is—public,
140; Bom an Catholic 96. There is also a private school.

The carriage of wheat between Temora and Cootamundra ranges from 4d. to 9d. per bushel.
kj coach between Temora and Cootamundra is 10s. It has been officially announced tbot the various 

squatting holdings around Temora will not be renewed at the expiration of present leases, but will be available for selection.
A marked increase in the population has taken place since the breaking up of the drought. A valuable tin country has been 
opened up at Mandamah, within a half day’s journey from the town. A very extensive traffic to Temora is done from 
Wollongough, Broken Dam, Murrool Creek, Big and Little Mimosa.

Between Temora and Barmedman the distance is 22 miles. The population is very small, but there is plenty of G-overn- 
ment land available for settlement in the event of the Gro vern m ent Can celling the leases and submitting them to auction.

The following particulars were furnished to me by Mr. Gribson, the secretary of the Eailway League at Barmedmau :—
. Population of the town, 250 ; district, about 500. The town consists of—4 hotels, 3 stores, post and telegraph offices, 

savings bank, 1 public and 1 private schools—daily attendance 70 and 10 respectively, 1 steam-mill, 1 blacksmith, 1 butcher 
1 baker, 2 churches, police station, court-house, lock-up, pound, 1 undertaker, 1 crushing battery of twenty-five stampers, 2 
pumping and winding machines. There is no alluvial digging, but quartz reefing is being carried on. During the last three 
years 13 000 oz. of gold have been forwarded, of the average value of £3 17s. 6d. an oz„ equal to the sum of £50,375. A good 
deal of English and colonial capital is to be invested. The steam saw-mill is turning out 12,000 to 15,000 feet of timber per 
month. The tonnage for the hotels, stores, and butcher average about 127 tons per annum. The rate of carriage is from £4 
to £4 10s. per ton, Is. £d. per bushel for wheat; 450,000 acres of Crown lands are available for selection, but owing to its 
distance from the nearest railway station it is not utilized. The statistical returns of Barmedman, Marsden, and Morangarell 
taken from the acting clerks of petty sessions show that there are twenty-three leaseholders and fifty-five farmers occupying an 
area of over 1,400,000 acres of land carrying 500,000 sheep, 1,600 cattle, 700 horses. The amount of revenue the Q-overnment 
received from stock owners as assessment is over £600.
. The whole of the farmers round Barmedman having settled subsequent to the passing of the Amended Land Act of 
1884, the area under cultivation is necessarily limited, the men being fully occupied erecting such improvements as were made 
compulsory by the Act, such as fencing (from 8 to 10 miles per C.P. and C.L. of 2,560 acres), dam-making, ring-barking, &c.,
&c. There are however some 500 acres under wheat and oats, &c , principally for domestic purposes. The wool returns are 
1,000 tons or 5,000 bales per annum. The surrounding country is for the most part in a state of nature, but with railway 
extension promised would undergo such a change at the hands of small settlers as would not only increase the carrying 
capabilities to more than double the present numbers, but would have the effect of inducing the farmers to increase the culti
vated area to ten times the extent. The distance to railway carriage at present making it impossible for farmers to grow crops 
profitably. °

. ^ addition to the above statistics I also beg to attach returns from Junee, old Junee, Coolamon, and Cootamundra as 
furnished by our own officers as showing the amount of traffic from Temora district.

In conclusion there is no doubt that a large traffic is carried on between Cootamundra and Temora, and with proper 
means of transit would be considerably increased.

The character of the country is favourable to the construction of a light line of railway which should pay good interest 
on the outlay. I cannot hovfever see my way to suggest a continuation of the line beyond Temora at present, as the population 
and probable traffic do not, in my opinion, warrant it. No doubt it will be necessary at some future date to continue the line to 
Barmedman and eventually on to tbe Lachlan.

^ The requirements of the selectors, &.c., between Temora and Barmedman will be greatly assisted by the construction of .
the line to the former place.

Since ray return home I have received the enclosed letter from Mr. P. Heffiernan, J.P., of Clear Hills, near Temora, in 
which it will be seen that he advocates the line to Temora being started from Bethungra instead of Cootamundra.

Beyond believing the Bethungra route to be the shorter, I cannot venture to give any reliable information or express 
any opinions on the subject advanced by Mr. Heffernan in its favor.

The Chief Traffic Manager, Bedfern. j* ROBERTS.
T-S. Since writing my report yesterday, I am in receipt of tracing of surveyed line, and am returning to vou by up mail to-night. o „ s r
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Junee, 13th. June, 1889.
Proposed Railway—Cootamundra to Temora^ and vice versa.—Probable working expenses.

Me. Hackett, Locomotive Inspector, Harden, informs me that one engine will do the service with one driver at 14s, one 
fireman at 10s., a cleaner at 7s , and stores 9s., or a total cost of £2 per day. The traffic expenses will be as under :—One 
guard at 10s. per day, one porter in charge at Stockinbingal, 45s. per week; one station master, Temora, at £150 per 
annum; one porter at 7s. per day, and a junior porter at 30s. per week at Temora, and gatekeepers, say, 25s. per week. This 
gives a yearly cost of £1,442 5s., and to this must be added the cost of wear and tear, and permanent way expenses. My calcula
tions are based on the assumption that it will be a seven-day service on Ibis branch, and that the trains are to run in connec
tion with the present up and down mails. Mr. Hackett’s estimate does not include coal, nor does mine include traffic stores. 
Chief Traffic Manager. ' ' Gr. J. ROBERTS.
278. Wliere do the people of the Temora and Barmedman districts find a market now ? At Cootamundra 
and Sydney.
279. Is not a large portion of their produce sent to Junee ? No.
280. Not any at all ? Only to a small extent.
281. But there is a traffic to Junee ? Tes. That is owing to the differential rates. The people in that 
district are in the habit of getting stores sent to "Wagga Wagga by railway, and carried to Temora by 
teams, but their proper outlet is Cootamundra.
282. Their goods are forwarded to Cootamundra to be sent either north or south ? The traffic comes 
this way.
283. Therefore if the line struck the main line nearer Sydney, it would be to the interest of the Temora 
people ? Tes.
284. Do you know anything of the country to the north of Cootamundra? I know all the country there. 
28j. What is the nature of the country between Teo Teo and WAllendbeen ;—is it more difficult than the 
country between Cootamundra and Teo Teo ? Tes. It may be a little more broken and undulating.
286. Would it not be more to the interests of the Temora people if the branch line started from Wallend- 
been instead of Cootamundra ? Tes. It is the shorter distance to Sydney.
287. Do you know whether much produce from Cootamundra goes south ? Not a great deal.
288. Their natural markets are at Sydney, and the towns along the line ? Sydney and Goulburn.
289. Tour assumption that the line would pay working expenses is based on the supposition that large 
areas of Crown lands will be thrown open and occupied? Tes.
290. With the present population is there anything to warrant the construction of the line ? I do not
think it would be a paying speculation; but 1 am certain that if the land were cut up, every acre of it 
would be occupied. 291.
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, G. J-Roberts, 291. Does not that apply to many parts o£ the Colony ? The character of the country is not suitable to 
settlement in some parts. ^

16 Jan 1890 -*-s :i:i0^ -^an(l ^mme^ately ar°un(i Temora of rather a poor description ? No.
‘ ■’ ‘ 293. Have you gone over the ground about there P I have travelled all over it.

294. .And you think that the country, say, for 7 miles out of Temora, towards Cootamundra, is good 
country ? Yes; there are one or two stringy-bark ranges in it; but as a whole it is a splendid bit of 
country. It will be expensive clearing it.
295. Mr. Copeland.'] "What is the nature of the soil ? It is red soil.
296. And a pretty good depth ? Yes.
297. Is there any pine scrub ? Yes, I noticed it particularly beyond Temora, to the westward. There is 
some splendid ironbark between Stockinbingal and Temora.
298. Suitable for sleepers P Yes, and for fencing.
299. You said that if the leasehold areas were cut up and thrown open to the public, a great deal of it 
would be taken up ? I believe that all of it would be taken up.
300. Do you know how long the leases have to run ? I understood that they had to run till the end of 
last year.
301. Can you say whether the whole of the land on the resumed area is taken up ? I could not.
302. Do you know whether there are any reserves which could be thrown open P Yes. I refer to them 
in my report.
303. Those reserves are good land and would be selected ? Yes.
304. Mr. Hurley.] You referred to some tin-bearing country ? Yes.
305. Did you visit it ? Yes ; I have travelled through a portion of it.
306. Can you form any idea as to the probable returns ? No; I do not think anything came of it 
after all.
307. Mr. (J Sullivan.] You have had some experience in gathering traffic estimates, have you not? Yes. 
•308. You reported on the proposed line from Culeairn to Corowa, did you not ? I did.
309. Is the settlement on this line anything like that on the proposed line from Culeairn to Corowa ? As 
far as Stockinbingal there is even more settlement, that is for a distance of 15 miles, out of Coota
mundra. Beyond that there are only a few settlers on the land to Temora.
310. Do you consider the settlement there of a bona fide character ? Yes. They are a splendid lot of 
farmers about Stockinbingal, some of the best in the colony.
311. Do they send their wool to Sydney or Melbourne ? Principally to Sydney. '
312. Is the soil there as good as that on the proposed line to Corowa ? I believe it is better.
313. You consider that there is great room there for the development of agriculture? I do.
314. Do you say that Temora is a worked-out gold-field ? Pretty well. There was very little doing when
I was there. "
315. Is there any unprospected auriferous country there? I believe there is.
316. And there is likely to be another rush or two ? I believe there will be.
317. Mr. Cox.] Do you know the country between Wallendbeen and Yeo Yco ? I have never travelled 
across it, but 1 believe it is excellent country. Some of the best farmers are at Jindalee.
318.. Can you account for the line going from Cootamundra, and being so many miles longer than it would 
be if it started from Wallendbeen ? I cannot. It might be a little more expense to cross the range 
there. _It is 12 miles from Wallendbeen to Cootamundra.
319. W hat is the distance from Cootamundra to Yeo Yeo ? Between 8 and 10 miles.
320. Mr. Humphery.] Is the land between Wallendbeen and Yeo Yeo as suitable for agriculture as that
between Cootamundra and Yeo Yeo? I think so. Mr. Gibbs, of Berthong, owns a large tract of 
country between Yeo Yeo and Wallendbeen. *

.'12 PARLIAMENTAEY STANLINCr COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

Thomas E. Pirth, Esq., Assistant Engineer, in Charge of Trial Surveys, sworn, and examined:—
T. R. Krill, 321. Mr. Copeland.] What is your position in the service? Assistant Engineer, in Charge of Trial

Esq. Surveys.
---- " 322- Have y°u been over the route of the proposed line from Cootamundra to Temora ? No, I have not

16 Jan., 1890. been over it since the survey was made. It is about fifteen years since I was over that part of the
country. I have been as far as Stockinbingal. “
323. It is proposed that this railway shall branch off at Cootamundra, making a detour to the northward.
Do you you know anything about the range where the surveyed line traverses it ? Yes. I know the 
country in the direction of Wallendbeen. '
324. What sort of a country is it between Yeo Yeo and Wallendbeen? The range wmuld be rather 
difficult to get down, but after having got down there would be no difficulty at all.
325. "Would it be any more difficult to cross the range m a straight line from AYallendbeen than to cross 
it at an angle ? Yes, considerably more.
326. In what does the difficulty consist ? It is much higher, and there are so many spurs running out.
327. Is there any gap through which the railway can be taken between Wallendbeen and Yeo Yeo ? ' I 
examined with the view of taking the Wagga AVagga line through there, but I could only get down with 
1 m 40, and it would be much more expensive than crossing the range at the bend in the proposed line.
328. Do you consider it a good proposal to start the line at Cootamundra and make that an<de ? If I had
to make a line from Sydney to Temora I should go that way. °
329. Would you not endeavour to take the line by Wallendbeen ? I should.
330. Have you examined the range so as to be sure that the spot where the line makes this angle is the 
only place at which the range can be crossed ? It can be crossed in a line from Yeo Yeo to Wallendbeen, 
but not at the same cost. It might, perhaps, be necessary to go a little further back than AY allendbeen. ’
331. Do you not think it likely that there would be a gap ? The range is very steep and rugged on the
north-western side. ■
332. What would be the additional height to rise in getting across the range where you suggested ? You 
would rise no higher than you do on the Southern line.

. 333. Then were is the difficulty of crossing ? The difficulty is in getting down on the other side. It falls
rapidly and there are a great many spurs.

334.
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334. Would there be do chance of carrying the line along the range ? It would have to be carried along 
the range and you would have to cross the spurs. That is what causes the expense. The line would have 
to skirt along the range, and to be gradually dropping. You would have to follow the range for some 
distance and to be crossing the spurs all the time.
335. ] You arc aware that if the line was taken in a direct line from Wallendbeen 12 miles would havebeen 
saved . very probably ; but I do not suppose you would shorten the distance of construction.
336. But there.would be 12 miles shorter haulage ? Yes. '
337. The question is, are the difficulties of such an insurmountable character that the line must start from
Cootamundra, thus making 12 or 13 miles extra haulage from Temora to Sydney ? I do not think so. 
I could get a grade of 1 in 40. ■ .
338. I suppose, by a further examination of the country, you could get a better grade ? We might get a 
grade of 1 m 60. I would not say that even a better than that might not begot. It is fifteen years since 
I examined that country. A grade of 1 in 40 would have satisfied us then. ■
339. Are there no steep grades on the present route ? No. They are 1 in '75.
340. Do you know whether the country west of Wallendbeen is good for agricultural purposes? It is
very g00(i country to the top of the range; then it is good grazing country until you get down, after 
which there is more agricultural country. ’
341. Do you know anything of the country beyond Yeo Yeo in the direction of Temora ? No.

y®11 know anything of the geological formation about Yeo Yeo ? It is shale and schist.
343. VV ould there be any difficulty in getting ballast ? No.
344. Do. you remember what timber there is ? There is a little ironbark on that range.
345. Suitable for sleepers ? Yes. There is no big timber. ^

T. E, Firth, 
Esq.

16 Jan., 1890.

Henry Deane, Esq., Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Eailways, sworn, and further examined :
346. Chairman^ You have been sworn in this inquiry ? Yes.
347. As far as the Committee can. gather there does not appear to have been any exploration made by
your -{-'ePartment, as to the possibility of connecting the proposed line with the main line further north 
than Cootamundra ? No. -
348. Can you.give any reason why that was not done? Since giving evidence yesterday I have looked 
into the question of a junction at Wallendbeen, and I find that when the matter was considered that idea 
was rejected, and. Cootamundra was selected as it. was already the junction of the G-undagai line. It was 
considered undesirable to increase the number of junctions. It was also considered that stock coming 
right across from between these two districts, Temora and G-undagai, in that direction would be better 
accommodated at Cootamundra than by having to go to AV*allendbeen.
349. Then the matter was considered by the Department ? Yes.
350. Would that connection add materially to the expense of maintenance ? Yes, Wallendbeen is a small
station at present. There would have to be an increase in the staff, and an alteration in the station yards. 
Sol. YVould there not be a saving of 10 or 12 miles to the people of Temora in going to Sydney ? There
would be some saving. I estimate it at 8 or 9 miles ; it might be 10 or 12.
352 -Mr Copeland.-] Have you any reason for thinking that the stock would require to he moved on
that line from Temora down towards Gundagai ? I really have not considered the matter myself. It
would be convenient, to take stock along by G-undagai, and if the line were extended to Tumut it would
be taken on to the high land.
353 Suppose that people at Hillston, Barmedman, and other places wished to send stock to 
Cootamundra, could they not do so by sending them to Wallendbeen, and keeping them in the same 
trucks which could travel back and get on the G-undagai line ? Yes ; but there would be the extra 
travelling.
354. And if they wanted to send the stock to Sydney there would he less travelling ? Yes • that would 
be a great advantage. There would probably be more traffic in the direction of Sydney than across the 
country to G-undagi. J J
^5u the0 real difficul ty seems to be in the department not wanting to create another j unction at 
Wallendbeen. ^ Yes ; and another is that the line would be more costly if made from there.
356. But have you had that ascertained by actual examination? I have spoken with Mr. Pirth on the 
suDiect.

^ hlS 1e71,dence to-day. He has not been over that country for fifteen years, but he 
thinks that the line could be constructed from Wallendbeen ? Yes ; but he told me that it would be at a 
considerably higher cost. The best way would he to send someone down there to ride over the country 
and form an opinion. He could proceed from Wallendbeen to Yeo Yeo, and then return to Cootamundra.
3o8. \\ hen could you get that done ? I could send someone at once, and let you have a report bv the 
end of next week. . r '-
359. I)r. Gar ran.] As far as the agricultural traffic is concerned the market would be more in Svdnev 
than down south ? Yes. J J
on?' ®le,refore a slighter line would suit the farmers the best ? I should consider that it would.
3bl. And as to stock it would all depend on whether it was going south or goino- to feydnev ? Yes • or 
going across the country. o j j * ?

Jou are positive that as far as traffic is concerned a straighter line would he better ? Yes 
363. But not so sure about the stock ? No. ’ *

H. Deane, 
Esq.

16 Jan., 1890.

THURSDAY,
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THURSDAY, 23 JANUARY, 1890.
fiixsent:—

Tlio Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon.

JOSEPH PALMEB ABBOTT, Esq. (Chairman).
John Lackey.
Andrew G-arran.
Frederick Thomas Humphery. 
"William Joseph Trickett. 
George Henry Cox.

Charles Alered Lee, Esq.

Jacob Garrard, Esq.
Henry Copeland, Esq.
James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq. 
Edward William O’Sullivan, 
John Hurley, Esq.

Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Bailway from Cootamundra to Temora.

William Hutchinson, Esq., District Engineer, sworn, and examined :—
W.

Hutchinson,
Esq.

23 Jan., 1890.

3631. Mr. Copeland.'] What position do you hold ? I am a district engineer in the Bailway Department.
364. For which district? Ho particular district—I am merely what they call a “ district engineer.”
365. Ton were sent up, I believe, by the department to examine the country between Wallendbeen and 
Teo Teo ? Tes.
366. What time did you spend in that examination ? Four days. <
367. Did you make a very critical, close examination of it ? Tes.
368. Or did you merely ride over the track ? I walked a good deal about the place and rode as well.
369. Did you know the district before you went ? Ho I did not know the district at all before I went.
370. Did you have anyone with you to point out any gaps or lower altitudes, or anything of that kind ? 
Tes. The first day I went out I had a man who was said by the people there to know the district better 
than anybody else’in the place. He pointed out where he thought it was possible to take a railway.
371. What is his name ? Stacey. _ _
372. What is he in the district? He is a selector. I do not know what exactly he is besides that. He
keeps horses and that sort of thing.
373. Did he accompany you on the whole journey ? Fie took me over the range, down to where the 
country was level, and I did not require him. And besides this man I had two or three others who came 
on Monday and Tuesday with me. One gentleman, a Mr. Gibb, who knows the country very well, took me.
374. By this map it would appear that the direction you have taken was across the range, right in the 
face—at right angles ? Tes.
375. Would it not have been possible for you to have got a better grade if you had taken the range on
the eastern side sideways. Tour course has evidently been nearly west in crossing the range ; you have 
ascended the range on the face and then crossed down again immediately. ■ What I want to know is 
whether you examined the country with the view of carrying the railway farther south on the cap of the 
range, getting up one side gradually and coming down the other side gradually, in the direction of this red 
mark ? Tou could not go south of the point shown on this map where the line is taken, as the range is 
higher. Where it is marked blue there is a gap where the old traffic used to go years ago. _
376. Would it not be possible to find a spur on the eastern side of the range leading up ? Hot in my 
opinion.
377. Did you examine the country with that object ? Tes. I examined the country all through here. 
This map does not show the range correctly at all. It is all rangey country—you get into a lot of ranges 
here. It is not merely one range—the range extends 2 or 3 miles.
378. I suppose where the map shows the land has been selected these selections are off the range ? Ho ;
on the range. ,
379. Tou were ascending how far from where this line intersects the range ? For about 2\ miles, I
should think. '
380. What, the whole time ? Tes : a gradual ascent. _
381. Tou think that by curving the line further to the south, and letting it run to a greater distance on 
the range, you could not make a more gradual descent? Ho; you get into very rough country. By 
going south of the blue line on the plan you get into much rougher country—rangey country.
382. What object had you in taking the line so far to the north in this curve ? To get down a gully
here, as indicated on the map. _ _
383. And from your examination you think it wmuld not be practicable to take the line farther south in
the direction I have marked ? I think not. _
384. Why have you extended this blue line before junctioning with the previous survey ? It gives a 
little better country the way the blue line is shown. Tou might go down where that curve is shown but 
it would not be quite so easy. Tou must cross the Congo Creek at the point shown on the blue line.
385. What in respect to agriculture is the nature of the country on the course of this line that you 
examined? Some of it is good agricultural land ; some of it is land fit only for grazing purposes.
386. Is it as good as the land on the red line ? Ho, not as level; not as good for agriculture, and there
is not as much agriculture on it. _
387. There seem to be alarge number of selections ? This land after you get out 3 miles from Wallendbeen
Wallendbeen in nearly all in the hands of a squatter. '
388. The people generally in the district about Wallendbeen and Teo Teo—were they favourable to this
line you went to examine ? The people about Teo Teo did not care which way the line went, as either 
way it comes through Teo Teo. Of course it was a little less haulage for them, but they did not seem to 
care much about that. _ _
389. I suppose you did not go out as far as Temora ? Oh, no. I went as far as Stockinbingal, shown 
on that plan.
390. Did the people at Wallendbeen express any opinion in favour of the shorter route ? Tes ; those that 
I spoke to at Wallendbeen were all anxious it should go from Wallendbeen.
391. I think you say there would be a grade of 1 in 40 for about 2 miles from the point marked B on the 
plan to the timber reserve 1,274 ; would it not be possible to improve on that grade of 1 in 40? I do 
not think so.
392. The rest of the line seems to be a fairly suitable grade, is it not ? Tes, the grade on the rest of the
line is fairly good. I think you could get 1 in 75. 393.
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393. All except for these 2 miles ? Except for those 2 miles.
394. And that would be 1 in 40 P Tes, I do not think anything less. ,
395. Tou think that with a more careful examination you could not improve on the grade? I do not 
think so.
396. Did you form any estimate of the cost of taking the railway by that route? No.
397. Did you notice any rocks suitable for ballast, or what timber there was on the ground ? There 
would be good gravel ballast on the ironbark reserve shown on the plan, and timber suitable.
398. Timber suitable for sleepers ? Tes.
399. Would the timber be any better on that route than on the Ccotamundra’route ? About the same.
400. Then as an engineer, although the distance is very much farther to go round by Cootamundra—for 
the people to send their produce (say) from Temora round by Cootamundra to get to G-oulburn—still as a 
professional man do you think it would be advisable for them to pay all that additional haulage ? “ I think 
that the cost of this line from Wallendbeen would be very much greater than the one from Cootamundra.
401. Can you give any idea as to how much greater? No, I would not give an opinion as to how much 
greater without seeing a detailed section of the line.
402. What you mean I suppose, is that it would be greater per mile ? Tes. The chief difference would 
be in excavation ; there is very little on the other line, but the cuttings would be considerable on this line.
403. Can you say how much it would shorten the distance between Temora and Wallendbeen ? About
9^ miles. The line from Wallendbeen to the junction of the Cootamundra': to Temora line would be 
about 14i miles. ~
404. And do_ you think that you spent sufficient time in examining the range with the view as I pointed 
out of carrying the line along the range for some distance, and so getting a more gradual descent ? Tes. 
I do not think that by any further examination you would get a better line. Tou are practically fixed to 
one or two points; you could not cross anywhere else.
405. I suppose you do not think there is any other route that could be extended successfully, say, start
ing from some point other than Wallendbeen, so as to shorten the whole distance ? No. The only place 
where I think it would be possible to start from is Nubbo siding, but that would lengthen the line con
siderably, and then it would be very rough.
406. Is that on the Goulburn side of Whllendbeen ? About 4 miles on the Goulburn side of Wallend- 
been.
407. What you mean by that is it would make the line to be constructed much longer? Tes.
408. But even then the whole journey from Temora would be much shorter than the one proposed by 
Cootamundra ? Tes% I am very doubtful as to whether you could get a line that way. I only mention this 
because the people there thought it might be done. I did not examine the country in any shape or form 
there.
409. They thought it might be done ? Tes, in the same way they thought the line could easily be taken 
from Wallendbeen to Temora.
410. Can you give the Committee the actual distance between Wallendbeen and Temora by the line you 
examined and also the distance by Cootamundra to Temora ? If I could see tbe plan again I think I 
could, approximately. (Witness looked at the plan.) The line by Cootamundra to Temora wmuld, I 
believe, be 289_ miles from Sydney ; the other line, by Wallendbeen, would be about 2791 miles. There 
would be a saving of about 9| miles.
411. Tour opinion is that the country on the Wallendbeen line is not so good as that on the Cootamundra
line for agriculture ? Tes. It is much more rangey, rougher country—altogether not so suitable for 
agriculture. -
412. Still, judging from the map, it appears that there are a very large number of selections to w^hich the 
Wallendbeen line would be beneficial; are all those selections used for grazing purposes? The greater 
number of them. I understand from Mr. Gibb the squatter there that these selections all belong to him 
now—the greater number of them.
413. Was Mr. Gibb favourable to the Wallendbeen line ? Tes, very.
414. Did Mr. Gibb accompany you on the journey ? Tes, on the second day—on the Tuesday he took 
me over to two gaps he thought were suitable to take the line through.

W.
Hutchinson,

Esq.

23 Jan., 1890.

APPENDIX.
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. 

Railway from Cootamundra to Temora.

APPENDIX.

A.
Railway Commissioners’ Report.

Office of the Railway Commissioners of New South Wales, Sydney, 20 June, 1889. 
Proposed Branch Line of Railway—Cootamundra to Temora—35f miles.

.In accordance with section 13 of the “ Public Works Act, 1888,” we beg to report as under :—
Cost of construction—

£200,000

£7,000

7,497 

£14,497
A trial line has in this instance only been made, and, therefore, a rough estimate of the cost of construction, which 

may be accepted as fairly accurate, has been given. The interest on this cost, and the expense of working, will amount to 
£14,497 per annum, and to this must be added the interest on the cost of land to be resumed and the purchase of rolling 
stock. To meet this annual expense a considerable amount of traffic would be required, and although the district which 
would be served by the proposed line is admirably adapted for agricultural settlement, and will, in the future, prove 
capable of settling a large population, the settlement at present, while numbering many agriculturalists of the best type, is 
too limited to leave room for the expectation of working expenses being realized. In the district, however, there is a 
considerable area of Crown lands, which would be much enhanced in value by railway communication, and also one or more 
valuable timber reserves. If a substantial sum, to be derived from the sale of these lands, were devoted towards the 
payment of the cost of constructing the line, and the Railway Department afforded some privileges in the direction of 
obtaining a supply of ironbark and other timber suitable for railway works, the construction of the line could be recom
mended, but not otherwise.

We consider that the residents in the district should combine together to have the land necessary for the construction 
of the line conveyed to the Department free of cost, if the line is made. '

The Engineer-in-Chief estimates the cost of construction of a single line of railway 
(exclusive of land and compensation) at ............................................................................

Annual cost—
Interest on cost of construction, at 3^ per cent...........................................................................
The estimated cost of working the line would.be as under :—

Traffic expenses .......................................................................................................  £1,147
Permanent-way expenses ....................................................................................... 4,500
Locomotive expenses.............................................................................................. 1,850

The seal of the Railway Commissioners of New South Wales | 
was hereto affixed this twentieth day of June, in thej 
presence of,— j

Hugh M‘Lachlan. j
l

E. M. G. EDDY,
Chief Commissioner. 

W. M. FEHON,
Commissioner. 

CHARLES OLIVER,
Commissioner.

B.
Official Description of the Proposed Railway.

Cootamundra to Temora—Length, 35 miles 66 chains 14 links.
The estimated cost of constructing this as a light line of Railway is £146,400, or £4,086 per mile, exclusive of cost of land

and compensation.
This branch line leaves the. Great Southern Railway on the Sydney side of the Cootamundra station at 252 miles 43 chains 
86 links from Sydney, and is terminated near Temora at 288 miles 30 chains from Sydney, being a length of 35 miles 66 
chains 14 links.

The character of the country passed through is very undulating. A surface line has been designed in order to reduce 
the cost of construction.

No rivers of any magnitude are crossed.
August, 1889.

Revised on November 8, 1889.
^ miles 58 chains 14 links ; cost, £138,000; average per mile, £3,656. Leaves Cootamundra at 252 miles 

43 chains 86 links from Sydney. Terminates in Temora at 290 miles 22 chains. Proposed station at Temora would be 
between Schleicher and Baker streets. .

c.
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C,
Details or Estimated Cost of Proposed Pailway .

Proposed Railway from Cootamundra to Temora—Estimated cost of constructing a single line of Railway (exclusive of cost of land:
and compensation).

Length of main line, 37 miles 58 chains ; length of sidings, 1 mile 35 chains ; total, 39 miles 13 chains.

Class of Work.
Estimated cost 

of works 
of each class.

Total cost.

f 3. d. £ s. d. 
18,875 0 0

1,540 0 0
Bridges— 2,491

677
10 0
15 0

3,609 15 0
164 10 0
333 10 0

2,624 5 0 9,901 5 0

3,240 16 0
68,856 16 5

9,067 5 0
2,000 0 0
5,850 0 0

600 0 0

119,931 2 5
15 per cent. 17,989 13 4

138,000 0 0 137,920 15 9

3,656 0 0 3,655 19 0

' ~ H. DEANE,
Engineer-in-Chiefs Office, 15 January, 1890. . ActillS Engineer-in-Chief. .

D.
Cootamundra to Temora Railway. 

Book of Reference to Parliamentary Plan.

No.
on

Plan.
Description of Property.

State
of

Cultivation.

Names of

Owners. Lessees. Occupiers.,
Remarks.

County of Harden, parish of Cootamundra.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8 
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17
18 
18;
19
20

Crown.
John Hawkins.Town allotment, house and fence
John Kelly.

Peter Brown.
) ) .......... . "

John Morris.

Edward Quinlan.
» .................................................... John Morris.
J» ........... ..................*....................

J. Hurley.
Trustees of Race-

course. ; course.
J. Canty.

Wm. Corby.
Reserved road.............................. Crown ......................

21 Reserved road..............................
22 Paddocks partly cultivated......
23 Cultivation paddock..................
24 Reserved road..............................
25 Grass paddock ..........................
26 Reserved road..............................
27 Grass paddock ..........................

County of Harden, parish of Tindallee.
Crown ......................
John Hurley ..........
William Freer..........
Crown ......................
William Remhan ...
Crown ......................
William Remhan ...

County of Bland, parish of Yeo Yeo.
28 Grass paddock ............ ..............
29 Reserved Road ..........................
30 Grass paddock, brush land.......
31 >> ft ..............
32 ft ft ..............

33 ft ft ..............

34
35 Travelling stock reserve ..........

Wm. Reardon....
Crown ...............
Wm. Reardon.... 
Gr. R. Davidson , 
Wm. Reardon..., 
E. R. Raymond. 
John Noonan .... 
Crown ...............

Wm. Corby. 
Wm. Freer.

Wm. Remhan.

Wm. Remhan.

Wm. Reardon.

Wm. Reardon... 
G. R. Davidson 
Wm. Reardon... 
E. R. Raymond 
John Noonan,...

Sheep run.

J >

JJ

25—C
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No. Names of.
on Description of Property. State of 

Cultivation. Remarks.
Owners. Lessees. Occupiers.

County of Bland, parish of Stockinbingal.
Town subdivision ......................
Travelling stock reserve ..........
Bush land.....................................

TT Ttnll

Wheat paddock.......................... J. Mulcahy.
Travelling stock reserve .......... Crown ......................

Wm. O’Brien, in
trust.

Sheep run.

>1

Partly cultivated 
1 >

Reserve.
Sheep run.

48 Grass paddock..............................

49 Bush land.................. ..................
50
51
52
53
54
55

56 Travelling stock reserve 1,470...
57 Bush land......................................
58

County of Bland, parish of Gundibindyal.
.. Executors of the late ..................

Wm. O’Brien, in 
trust.

.. Crown ...................... .................
* * JJ ........... .............. ................. .....................................

>} “ ................ ..............
• • 3 > .................. ................

3 »

County of Bland, parish of Combaning.
• 33 ..................................... .. ...............................

’ 33 ..................................... ...................

‘ 33 ................................ .. ...............................

Executors of the late 
Wm. O’Brien, in 
trust.

— Cope.. Sheep run. 
W.R., 200 
Sheep run. 
Reserve 1820. 
Sheep run.

— Cope Sheep run.

County of Bland, parish of Bundawarrah.
59 Bush land.................................... p
60 Town common............................ °PC..................... oheep run.
61 Racecourse .................................. Trustees of Race

course.
Crown .....................

Trustees of .Race
course.62 Town common..............................

63 Main road from Cootamundra...
64 Town common..............................
65 Main road from Young.............
66 Town common..............................

H. DEANE.

E.
Report by Mr. District-Engineer Hutchinson on the Country between Wallendbeen and Yeo Yeo.

Railway Construction Department, Sydney, January 22nd, 1890. 
Memo, to the Acting Engineer-in-Chief.

ie+w^W n W^h your7erbal instructions of the 16th _inst„ I beg to inform you that I have examined the country 
1A dbee? and YS? Wlth tbe of. obtammS a practical route for a line of railway, and I have marked 

on the attached county map the only way m which, in my opinion, a line could be taken
not exceedtJ,^a!ie7^beeH ^v!16 00m,m®nce“ent tbe Dividing Range at A an easy line could be obtained, with gradients 
snmmH tNg n- S the,n®xt 2* ™lles tbe h“e ,would have to he taken over broken and ridgy country to the
W dU? ■?anSe.at ; °n thlJ P°rtl0u °f *he,lme 14 migW be possible to adopt 1 in 75 as a maximum grade,
Prom the ^Zif .fe?^ ^UTnS. H!Lmeab0.Utaff100d<^e? ’ and » c0“aiderable amount of dxeavation and embankment: 
thT^n^e h ‘ f dlV1A ■ at. Bt^e- C7on?y f?:lls t0 Timber Reserve No. 1274, and the line could only descend
Chnnvorg h/th^r1301 a gradientof 1 m 40 for about 2 miles. Prom Timber Reserve No. 1274 to within half-a-mile of 
the fouth slde of te ea?y and tbe flat; from this point the line would ascend to a gap in the range on
Oflnte^eef-o tl r t aSam to level country, after which the line would be an easy one to the point
ot intersection with the line from Cootamundra to Temora. J *

W. HUTCHINSON,
District Engineer.

PARLIAMENTARY
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SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

RAILWAY FROM COOTAMUNDRA TO TEMORA.

REPORT.

The Sectional Committee appointed to “ inspect, inquire, and report with, reference 
to the proposed Railway from Cootamundra to Temora,” have the honor to submit 
the following Report:— ,

The Committee left Sydney on the evening of Friday, the 31st January last, 
and arrived next morning at Cootamundra, where a sitting was held in the Court
house, and seventeen witnesses examined. The evidence of two more witnesses was 
taken in the evening at the “ Albion Hotel.” On the following Monday the Committee 
proceeded to Stockinbingal, and held a sitting at Woodhouse’s hotel, where eight 
witnesses were examined. On the same afternoon the Committee proceeded along 
the route of the proposed railway to Temora, which was reached about 6 o’clock 
in the evening, when arrangements were made for procuring evidence. Next 
morning the Committee met in. the Court-house at Temora, and examined twenty 
witnesses, including three from Barmedman. The presence in Temora of these 
witnesses from Barmedman rendered it unnecessary for the Committee to proceed 
to that place as intended, and on Wednesday they started for Wallendbeen, via 
Stockinbingal. They were met at Stockinbingal by a number of residents of the 
Wallendbeen District, who drove them over the suggested route from Stockinbingal 
to Wallendbeen, through the Fresh Water Spring Hap. They arrived at Wallend
been in the evening, and examined three witnesses—additional to four others from 
Wallendbeen already examined at Cootamundra—after which they left by train for 
Sydney, where they arrived on Thursday morning. .

The Committee find that the proposed railway will run from Cootamundra 
12^ miles in a north-westerly direction as far as Yeo Yeo, and thence due west to 
Temora, via Stockinbingal.

An alternative route has been suggested running from Wallendbeen on the 
Main Southern Line, and joining the proposed line at l^eo Yeo, a distance of 14^ 
miles. The length of the proposed line from Cootamundra to Temora is 371' miles, 
and of that from Wallendbeen 39-| miles. The haulage from Temora to Sydney, via 
Wallendbeen, would be 9^ miles less than that via Cootamundra, but the suggested 
route, besides being 2 miles longer, would be more difficult and costly to construct.

The country along both routes may be regarded as equally suitable for wheat 
production, and the soil and climate of the entire district to be served by the railway 
are eminently adapted for the growth of wheat, the former being of a rich chocolate 
description. There is a very large area of country in the leasehold areas and reserves 
which could, and, if railway facilities existed, probably would, be speedily selected 
and brought under cultivation,

The Committee found that extensive agricultural settlement had taken place 
along the proposed railway route to Stockinbingal, in the vicinity of Wallendbeen, 
and in the neighbourhood, as well as within a considerable radius of Temora. On 
the land to be served by the line to Stockinbingal the evidence shows that there are 
sixty-seven settlers holding an aggregate area of 75,174 acres, notwithstanding that 
a very large area of country is reserved for timber, water, and gold-mining purposes, 
much of which might be made available for agricultural settlement by being thrown 
open in special areas. The yield of wheat per acre in a good season is abnormal. 
The average this year is stated to be about 20 bushels to the acre, but instances were 
cited in which a very much larger yield was obtained. The land lying towards the 
Lachlan River was also reported to be admirably suited for agriculture; but owing

to
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to the heavy rates charged for the conveyance of wheat to the railway, only a limited 
wheat cultivation is at present carried on in that part of the district. The high rates 
of carriage, and the difficulty in obtaining teams at harvest time, are serious draw
backs to the profitable occupation of the land. Nevertheless, there appear to he 
many inquiries for land in the district by-members of the agricultural class.

The soil in the vicinity of Temora is well suited for vineyards and for 
horticulture. Some very fine specimens of grapes, apples, figs, plums, &c., were 
produced before the Committee as evidence of this ; hut up to the present time the 
pursuit of fruit-growing has not been followed to any great extent. However, those 
who have tried the experiment are confident that if cheap and easy access to a 
market were provided, the fruit industry would become a very profitable one at
Temora. . ,

There appear to be at least fourteen station properties to which the proposed 
line would be accessible for the conveyance of wool. As the railway, if constructed, 
would join the Gundagai line at Cootamundra, it would he likely to prove most 
serviceable to stock-owners for the purpose of removing their sheep to summer 
country in times of drought. The evidence clearly indicates that during the last 
drought a very large number of sheep were moved from the back country along the 
route of the proposed railway; and as there are three travelling stock routes in the 
vicinity of Cootamundra the proposed line would very likely also be used for the 
transportation of stock to the local and metropolitan markets. In dry seasons a 
considerable return might be expected from the conveyance of fodder from the 
southern districts to the back country.

The township of Temora came into existence on the discovery of gold there. 
about the year 1880, and for a considerable period it was a flourishing centre of 
business, with alarge population. Gold-mining has, however, declined to a minimum, 
very few men are now engaged at alluvial working, and only a small number find 
profitable occupation at reefing. The town, which at one time appeared very much 
depressed, shows signs of revival, and now possesses a population of over
1,000 people. There are sixteen licensed hotels there, and the general trade of the 
place appears now to be on a sound financial basis, the town being principally 
supported by the agriculturists of the surrounding districts.

The passenger traffic between Temora and Cootamundra is not at the present
time very considerable. .

There is a belt of excellent ironbark timber in the range between Stockin
bingal and Temora, and abundance of suitable ballast is to be found along the entire
route. - . . j

No difficulties , are presented by the country through which it is proposed 
that the railway should be carried, and the engineers have taken care to ensure an 
easy grade by crossing the dividing range through a gap in which there is a scarcely 
perceptible rise. As far therefore as its physical features are concerned the country 
does not offer the slightest obstacle to the construction of a cheap line of railway.

A deviation has been suggested by the Engineer for the purpose of avoiding 
ground worked by the miners, and obtaining a better entrance to Temora and a more
suitable station site. _ #

As the result of their inquiry the Committee desire to recommend that the 
line submitted to them should he constructed to Temora, via, Stockinbingal, from
Cootamundra. _ ^ 1 „

They have arrived at this conclusion from the evidence adduced before 
them, all the witnesses, with the exception of those from Wallendbeen, being of 
opinion that the interests of the district would be better served by communication 
with its local trade centre, Cootamundra. This town is the point of. junction 
with the Gundagai line, and is therefore better adapted for travelling stock 
purposes than Wallendbeen. The Cootamundra line will also he more suitable for 
the conveyance of agricultural and, other implements that are imported from 
Victoria and South Australia. It will have the. advantage, besides, of being 
nearer to the Southern districts, from which fodder is obtained in times of drought. 
Added to this, it may be said that the majority of the farmers likely to be served by 
a line from Wallendbeen are within 7 miles from that place or from Stockinbingal, 
and therefore will be fairly well provided for in the matter of railway, communica
tion, if the line goes from Cootamundra. The line from Cootamundra will he shorter, 
and the cost of construction very much less, than that from Wallendbeen. All these

advantages,
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advantages, in ttie opinion of tlie Committee, outweigh the fact that the Coota
mundra route will entail a haulage of 9^ miles from Sydney or Goulhurn more than 
would he the case if the railway were taken from Wallendbeen, and they have 
therefore no hesitation in recommending the line, as proposed, in preference to that 
suggested via Wallendbeen. In these views your Committee is supported by the 
evidence of all the witnesses, save those from Wallendbeen.

In making this recommendation, the Committee are influenced by the evident 
suitability of the whole district for purposes of husbandry, and its capacity for 
carrying a large population; and they believe that, though there may not be a 
prospect of an immediate return sufficient to pay interest on the cost of construction, 
yet in the course of a few years the expenditure will be fully justified by the results.

In conclusion the Committee would point out that as the country between 
Cootamundra and Temora offers no engineering difficulties, and as timber and 
ballast are to be found in abundance along the route this railway should he 
constructed at a minimum cost.

As the average cost of railway fencing has not been less than £100 per mile, 
and as it appears from the evidence taken during this inquiry that men in the 
district are willing to erect similar fencing at a cost of £55 per mile, the 
Committee are of opinion that it would be conducive to the public interest if a 
separate contract were let for fencing, as the cost of construction would he 
materially lessened by bringing the work within the range of local competition.

. HENRY COPELAND,
11th Eebruary, 1890. Chairman.

1



886



887

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC„WORKS.

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE.

RAILWAY FROM COOTAMUNDRA TO TEMORA.

tTAKEIir BEFORE SECTIOE"A.Xj COMIs/EITTEE.]

' SATURDAY, 1 FEBRUARY, 1890.
{The Sectional Committee met at Cootamundra at 10 a.m.]

iptmui: — .
HENRY COPELAND, Esq. (Chairman).

The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery. | Edward William O’Sulliyay, Esq.

The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider tbe proposed railway from Cootamundra to Temora.

James Alexander Kenneth Mackay, Esq., grazier, sworn, and examined:—
What is your occupation ? I am a grazier. My father is a grazier, and I live on his j. a. K.1. Chairman^ 

property.
2. Where do you reside ? At Wallendbeen.
3. Do you carry on any agriculture ? We had this year about 320 acres under wheat.
when1 shippin g^t* a way16 ^ t0 ^ Wallendbeei1 raihvay station? We send it to the Wallendbeen station

5. What distance are you from the Wallendbeen station ? About 2 miles 
G. Have you had your harvest ? Yes.
o' nYU, manI Uelded,t0 ttlC: a0Y ? 1 COuld not be 1uite certain- bu1; I should say about 20.
fU- rf+W th reference to tlie railway to Temora, you are not personslly interested in the matter, 
seeing that you are already near enough to the Wallendbeen railway station ? No. For the purnose of 
sending away wheat we should not use the Temora railway at all. We have our railway at Wallendbeen.
9. And the same remark applies in reference to stock ? Yes. Our stock would go to Svdnev as it does
at present, even if we did get the line from Temora to Wallendbeen. 3 . - “ ’
10. Do you know the country personally between Wallendbeen and Yeo Yeo ? I cannot say I know it

nfUM^ -1 Uj Pr0P08ed line- Yesterday I went through the gap
spoken or by Mr. Hutchinson m his report. I drove through it. s s p
11. I suppose there is no difficulty in driving a vehicle across tlie gap ? Well, it is a rough road It is
country that has been nngbarked, and a great deal of the timber has fallen. Myself and a friend started 
yesterday a,nd we drove right through the whole of what is called difficult country. I cannot say that it
was easy driving, but at the same time it was quite possible to drive through it J ^
12. I suppose personally, you are in favour of the railway being taken from Wallendbeen instead of from
hi WaTlendhP^ UlA A 7uld Preff thatAoute, although we have interests in Cootamundra as well as 
m Wallendbeen. We will be benefited whichever way the railway goes.
f A? in y°ur opinion should the railway start from Cootamundra, or
from Wallendbeen ? I think from Wallendbeen. ’ •
14. What is your opinion for thinking so ? Because at least 9) miles of haulage would he saved—possibly 
more. I am going by Mr. Hutchinson’s report. The Wallendbeen route would bring the railway a
pA1fcnUAUTlbAU°f U' es 11CarU-^d-L , 1 Presume the line is intended to tap Hillston and the bade 
country. I know tbe sympathies of that country to be as a rule thoroughly Victorian, and I think the 
nearer you can bring your terminus to Sydney the better, at any rale for Sydney.
lo. You are aware that there is some idea that if the line were connected at Cootamundra it would be 
convenient for the people who have stock in the western country—Hillston and round there-to send their 
stock in droughty seasons to the hilly country about Tumut, by sending them on the Gundagai line —do 
yon think the line would be used for that purpose, and that the people would send thefr stock from
?xpe“im“nT’ ’ °r ^ d°UbtfuL 1 Sb01lld tbink * WOuld be an exceedingly expens™

16. Has it been the practice to send stock to the mountain ranges from the country about Temora and 
west towards Hihston ? Yes, there is no doubt that a great deal of mountain country is madeuTeof
17. What part of the country ? Up about Tumut. I have never been there, but from all I have heard'
I know it is made use of extensively for sheep. neam,
IS.Ifthe railway were constructed to Cootamundra, do you think the people would be likelv to s-md 
their stock by rail to Cootamundra an 1 on to Gundagai ? I doubt it myself 1 7

25 (a)—A J '

Mackay, Esq.

1 YebUsOO.

19.
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J- ^ 19. .Do you think it would be cheaper for them to travel the stock to the mountains ? I do. In big lots,
ac ay, sq. ag ^]iejrg WOuld be, I do not see how it would pay.

1 "FeblSSH) 20. If the country was dry, and there was little feed on the road, would they not be likely to avail them- 
‘ selves of the railway ? They might possibly do so for the removal of valuable sheep, which they would 
rather go to a big expense than lose, but as regards ordinary sheep it is a long way, and the cost would 
swallow up all the good.
21. I suppose there are plenty of travelling stock routes in the neighbourhood ? There is a travelling 
stock route from Wallendbeen out as far as Lake Cudgellico. It is a very good one. The only thing is 
that it has been given into the hands of the squatters to a great extent and there is never any grass upon 
it. But if that were remedied there would always be grass as far as I can see. I have travelled sheep on it 
myself, and I have found that it is a very good stock route, but nearly all held b}r the various land holders, 
who have deliberately eaten it down.
22. Are there any stock routes from Cootamundra or from Wallendbeen in the direction of Tumut? In 
most cases the land here has all been sold, and there are simply the roads. I could not say anything 
with regard to a stock route from here to Tumut; there may be one I do not know.
23. How may stock do you run? On Wallendbeen from 10,000 to 11,000 sheep, 300 bead of cattle, and 
about seventy horses—that wmuld be the average.
24. I suppose your father is tbe proprietor of the run ? Tes. '

. 25. Mr. O'Sullivan.'] Which do you think would constitute the larger volume of traffic—the local trade
from Temora to Cootamundra, with the starving stock thrown in, or the traffic that would, arrive from 
Temora to Sydney, via Wallendbeen—I mean comparing the local trade, which would naturally go to 
Cootamundra with the trade that would go to Goulburn and Sydney, via Wallendbeen ? I should be 
inclined to think that the trade would work towards G-oulburn and Sydney—Sydney principally ; it nearly 
always does. As a rule when people have an opportunity they go to Sydney for their goods, because they 

• can obtain them cheaper there if they purchase in anything like a largo quantity. I do not say they would 
get better quality.
20. Is not Temora regarded from an agricultural point of view as an offshoot from Cootamundra? I 
could hardly say. I have hardly thought of Temora as an agricultural centre, and as I heave never been 
there, I could not give an opinion on the subject. I have never heard Temora spoken of as a very large 
agricultural centre, but I believe it is becoming one.
27. Do the Temora people look upon Cootamundra at the present time as their trade centre ? That I 
could not tell you, because I know nothing about them.
28. Mr. Humphery.] What is the distance from Wallendbeen to the commencement of the Dividing 
Range? About 4i-miles.
29. I mean the commencement of the range, not the top—along the proposed route ? The proposed 
route runs to a certain point, and then suddenly dips and goes right into the gap. This point, I should 
think, would be about 4 miles from the railway station.
30. Tor the next 2i miles, what kind of country is there r That is the only difficult country—that is 
through the gap.
31. What is the character of the country from the summit of the Dividing Range, marked A on Mr. 
Hutchinson’s map, to timber reserve 1,274 ? It is the only rough country on the line; it is a long 
valley.
32. Rough country unsuitable for settlement ? Well, just immediately where the line is.
33. Is that your answer? My answer would certainly not be that it is unfit for settlement any distance 
away. I am merely speaking of the spot where the line goes through. The country becomes good a very 
short distance out on each side, hut where the line actually goes, and where there is a hill running up on 
either side, the land there would not be suitable for settlement.
34. What length of line would run through bad country—that is to say, what is the distance from the 
commencement of the Dividing Range to timber reserve 1,274? I should think about 2 or 2 | miles—• 
that would bo the gap.
35. Chairman.] What you mean is that it is only in tbe valley itself that tbe country is broken and bad, 
and that when you get out of the valley the country is better ? It is still hilly, but it is excellent soil. 
It is good country ; in fact, I do not suppose there is any bad soil at all. It is rough. It would be unfit, 
for instance, to build upon the side of the hills. ,
36. Is it red soil ? Tes ; it is red soil right through.
37. So that the land on both sides of the gap is good, but the land in the gap itself is broken ? It is very 
broken. I may say that it is hilly country in any case through there, hut it is good country.
38. Mr. Humphery.] Is it suitable for agriculture ? Parts of it are, but there are other parts that I think
would be more suitable for grazing. It is excellent grazing land. The soil is suitable for agriculture, 
but in places it is rather billy. '
39. Could it be ploughed ? Certainly, most of it could. A man will plough almost anything if the soil is 
good. It is merely a matter of more horse power or more bullock power.
40. What is the distance from timber reserve 1,274 to Teo Teo ? I could not tell you exactly.
41. Are you familiar with the route? I am not. I went over it yesterday. I know that a great deal of 
it is very good country, and that the moment you come out of the gap of which I have spoken the land 
becomes very favourable for agriculture. You will see flat country there admirably adapted for agri
culture.
42. What knowledge have you of tbe surveyed route from Cootamundra to Teo Yeo ? None whatever.
43. Tou have not been over it ? No.
44. Are you able to express an opinion as to whether tbe proposed route from Cootamundra to Teo Yeo 
would serve a larger number of people than the suggested route from Wallendbeen to Teo Teo ? I am 
unable to answer that question, because I do not know the extent of population along the line.
45. And your opinion that the line would he better from Wallendbeen to-Teo Teo is based on tbe fact
that it would save 9 miles of haulage ? That it would save 9 miles of haulage, and have a tendency to 
bring traffic towards Sydney instead of its going to the rival capital. •

- James
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James Matlieson Mackenzie, Esq., station manager, sworn and examined:—
46 Chairman.'] Where, do you reside ? At Wallendbeen. J. M.
47. What is your occupation ? I am manager of the Wallendbeen station. Mackenzie,
48. The station about which Mr. Mackay has just been giving us information ? Yes. < ®8<1-
49. Mr. O'Sullivan.] In which direction does the Wallendbeen Eun lie from the town of Wallendbeen? 'CTTf'-''''
To the east and south ;—in fact the railway line goes through the run. 1
50. >Would the proposed line from Temora to Wallendbeen, via Yeo Yeo, touch the Wallendbeen Eun?
No ; it would not go through an acre of it.
51. What point on the existing railway line do your teams make for ? Wallendbeen.
52. Do you get your stores from Wallendbeen or from Cootamundra? From’Wallendbeen.
53. Do you know of any other stations whose wool is sent to Wallendbeen ? Yes, a great number.
54. Will you name them ? Mr. Gibb, of Berthong ; and Messrs. Lackey, Wallace, and Mills send their
wool to Wallendbeen, as do also a great number of smaller station-owners. .
55. In which direction do these stations lie ? Mr. Gibbs’ station, and Messrs. Lackey, Wallace, and
Mills’ station lie north from Wallendbeen. .
56. Are they all north from Wallendbeen railway station ? The two I have mentioned are. There are, 
of course, a lot on the south.
57. Then those you have mentioned are not on tbe proposed railway line from Temora to Wallendbeen, 
via Yeo Yeo ? Yes, they are partly on that line.
58. Do all these stations draw their supplies from Wallendbeen? I believe so. -
59. What stores are there at Wallendbeen by which they can be supplied ? The supplies come from
Sydney by train to Wallendbeen. .
60. They get their stores from Wallendbeen because that is the nearest station to them ? Yes.
61. Wallendbeen would be regarded, then, as their market and trade centre? Yes, that is as far as 
the trucking of stock is concerned, and the sending of their supplies, and wheat, and so forth.
62. Do you know the country between Wallendbeen and Yeo Yeo ? I do.
63. What is your opinion of it ? 1 think it is very good.
64. Good for what? For agricultural purposes—with the exception of about 1| miles or 2 miles.
65. Are there many settlers there? Yes, a few.
66. If it is good country why has it not. been more settled ? Because it is partly in the hands of
Mr. Gibb and Mr. Sinclair. .
67. Leasehold area ? Yes, part of it.
68. Is this land likely to be sold when the leases expire in July next? I think so.
69. Do you know of any people who are preparing to settle out that way ? I do.
70. Do you regard that as difficult country for a railway to go through ? No. I do not think it is.
71. Have you travelled over the route referred to by the previous witness ? Yes, I could drive a four-in
hand over it without any trouble.
72. Have you ever driven across there ? I have.
73. And did you have any difficulty in getting through ? Not the slightest.
74. Did the route you took go anywhere near the proposed railway line? The proposed line was the 
route I took.
75. What stations lie upon the line of route from Wallendbeen to Ye'o Yeo? The station of Messrs.
Lackey, Wallace, and Mills, Mr. Gibb’s station, called Berthong, and Geraldra, Mr. George Davidson’s 
station. ■
76. Does not the station of Messrs. Lackey, Wallace, and Mills, lie north of Wallendbeen ? Yes.
77. And north of the line of railway ? Yes.
78. Does not Berthong also lie off the line of railway? Yes.
79. I mean the proposed line of railway from Temora by Yeo Yeo ? That line would go through part of
both stations. .
80. Through part of Nubba ? Yes, and part of Berthong too.
81. Where is the Nubba homestead ? About 3 miles from the Wallendbeen railway station, to the north.
82. Would not the manager of Nubba send his wool teams to the existing southern line of railway in 
preference to the proposed line ? I suppose he would.
83. Then the proposed line would be of no use to Nubba ? I could not say that. If they got settlement
there of course it would be good for them. •
84. How far are the shearing sheds and the homestead of Nubba from the main southern line ? About 
3 miles.
85. And they stand to the north of Wallendbeen, do they not? Yes.
86. Therefore they are off the line of route taken by the Yeo Yeo line te Temora ? Yes.
87. Will the same remark apply to Berthong ? Yes, I believe it will.
88. Where have they been in the habit of sending their wool ? To the Wallendbeen railway station.
89. Could they strike the proposed line of railway if there was a platform or station available ? They 
might; they would save 3 or 4 miles if they did.
90. Would they be likely to unload for the sake of 3 or 4 miles ? That I could not say.
91. What other stations are along the proposed Yeo Yeo line? Geraldra.
92. Any others ? There are several further on.
93. Do you know their names ? There is one just on the boundary—Eeardon’s.
94. What is the name of his run ? The Oaks.
95. How many selectors do you think there are between Wallendbeen and Yeo Yeo ? That I am not 
prepared to say—a good many.
96. Are there twenty ? . Yes ; more.
97. Do you think there are fifty ? Yes. There will bo seventy between that line and the other line.
98. How much agricultural land is likely to be thrown open when the leases fall in in July next? There
are about 4 or 4| miles of Crown lands there reserved. It is for the Government to please themselves 
about that. ■ .
99. Do you think there will be 20,000 acres of leasehold lit for agricultural purposes thrown open'in
July ? That I could not say. • - o j. i r

. 100.
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100. How would you prefer the railway to go, speaking as a man having regard to the national interest 
and altogether apart from any local prejudice ? I think it should go to 'Wallendbeen. By doing so 10 
or 11 miles of haulage would be saved in the first place.

1 Feb. 1890.- 101. Where do you send your stock in dry seasons to escape the drought ? Wherever we can get grass 
land. *
102. Where can you get grass ? I do not know. I have had no occasion to send sheep away for grass. 
We send them sometimes out to our back stations at Condobolin.
103. Do you send them further out west? No. .
104. In time of drought ? We sent them out there to save the grass on the station here.
105. In time of drought where do the pastoralists generally send their starving stock ? To Tumherumba, 
in the mountains.
10G. Which way would they take their stock ? Through Cootamundra and through Wallendbeen. I 
have seen 10,000 sheep on the reserve.
107. Why do they go through Cootamundra ? Because I suppose it is the nearest track for them.
1.08. Is it because the railway goes from there to Gundagai ? I do not think so.
109. Do they use the railway at all from Cootamundra to Gundagai ? Ido not think so—I am not sure.
110. Why do they go through Wallendbeen with their stock ? Because it is a direct route from Forbes 
and via Toung and Hillston to the mountain runs.
111. By which route do the larger number go ? That I could not say ; but I have known 10,000 sheep 
on their way to the mountains to be camped on the reserve at Wallendbeen on one night.
112. Do you think if a line of railway were run out to the west towards Hillston, that the pastoralists 
in that direction would use the line to send their starving stock to the mountain runs to escape the

• drought ? I do not think so. It would hardly pay them.
113. Tou think they would prefer to travel their stock ? I believe so.
114. Is there any danger of their losing their stock on the way, owing to the want of grass? I think 
they would chance that sooner than pay the railway rates.
115. How long would it take to travel a flock of sheep from the neighbourhood of Hillston to the 
mountains ? About two months.
116. How long would it take to conve3r them by railway ? I could not say. .
117. Do you think it would forty-eight hours? Tes, more.
118. Suppose it took sixty hours, do you think the stock proprietors would run the risk of a two months’ 
journey in a time of drought when, by using the railway, they could send their stock to the mountain 
run in a sixty hours ? I could not say what others would do, I can only speak for myself.
119. But as a man having an eye to business and to the security of your stock, which would you do ? 
Sooner than pay the high railway rates I would travel the stock.
120. Tou would rather travel your stock for two months in time of drought, when there is no grass on 
the stock route, and run the risk of losing three-fourths of the stock ? Tes. If you sent them by railway 
you would lose three parts of them before you got them out of the trucks.
121. Do you think that is the general opinion amongst pastoralists ? I think so.
122. That they would rather travel their stock a two months’ journey than pay the starving stock rates 
for a railway journey of sixty hours ? I can only speak for myself—I know I would.
123. Chairman.'] Would not the Nubia people use the AVallendbeen railway station ? Tes.
124. So that if the line wrere constructed from ATallendbeen to Teo Teo they would not use it? Ido 
not suppose they would.
125. They would still go to ATallendbeen station ? Tes.
12G. Is the Wallendbeen railway station nearer to Berthong than is the Nubba railway station ? Tes.
127. Then do not the Berthong people use the railway station ? No, they do not.
128. If the line were constructed from Wallendbeen to Teo Teo, would not the Berthong people still
continue to use the Wallendbeen railway station ? That I could not say. Berthong would be about 3 A miles 
from the proposed line, and it is now 8y miles from the AT allendbeen railway station .
129. And how far from Nubba ? About 3 miles from Nubba homestead.
130. Then the Berthong people and the Nubba people would both continue to use the railway station on 
the existing main Southern line? Nubba, I suppose, would, but I do not know' about Berthong ; they 
would save about 5 miles by sending to a platform on the proposed route.
131. ATould they not have to pay a considerably increased railway freight if they used the line between 
ATallendbcen and Teo Teo would they not have to pay so many miles more haulage than if they used 
the Wallendbeen station? Tes ; they would have to pay for 5 or G miles more haulage.
132. Then in all probability the Berthong people would use the ATallendbeen railway station ? Very likely.
133. And the Nubba people would also continue to use the station on the main Southern line ? Tes.
134. Tou are well acquainted with the nature of the country ;—do you think any better route could be 
chosen to get through the gap than the one selected by the surveyor ? I do not think so.
135. Tou do not think there is any better method of getting down off the range ? I do not think there 
is, and I have known the country for the last thirty years.
136. How many selectors are there at Wallendbeen ? About fifty or sixty.
137. These are bona fide selections in which the owners of the station have no interest? Tes.
138. Are these selectors cultivating their land ? They are.
139. Growing wheat ? Tes.
140. Any other crops ? Tes, maize and potatoes, and they also graze a few sheep.
141. Do they get pretty good crops of wheat ? They do.
142. What is about the average ? I believe some of them have got as high as 40 bushels to the acre.
143. AThat do they generally get in maize? That I could not say.
144. AThat is the yield of potatoes ? About one ton to the acre, I should think.
145. Mr Humphery.] Is there any maize grown there ? Tes. There is some growing there now.
146. Are the selectors on Wallendbeen fairly served by the existing railway ? Tes.
147. Then the suggested line between VTallendbeen and Teo Teo would not be for their benefit? Not 
for the benefit of those on ATallendbeen, but there are a number of selectors on the west side of the 
southern line who would benefit-largely by the proposed railway to Wullondbeen.
148. How many ? About seventy, ’

4 . PAELIAMESIAKT-STANDISO COSIMITTiE OU PUIIIC WOEKS.

J. M.
Mackenzie,

Esq.
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149. On which side of the main line of railway is the Wallendbeen Run ? On the south-east side. - -
150. All of it ? Tes. . , . ’
151. With regard to the selectors whom you say would be benefited by railway from Teo Teo to
Wallendbeen, what distance are they from the existing railway ? Some of them are quite close. -
152. What distance ? Some of them are right along the route of the proposed line.
153. How far are they from the existing railway ? Five or six miles. .
154. Is that the greatest distance F There are some 7 or 8 miles away.
155. Then none of the selectors referred to by you are more than 7 or 8 miles from the existing railway ?
About 7 miles. ’ v ■
156. Tou have referred to the G-overnment reserve—what distance is that from the existing railway? I 
think about 7 miles, the proposed route, going through it.
157. Tou said there were also some unalienated Crown lands ? There is part of the timber reserve, and 
there is another reserve which goes on to Congo.
158. Tou are referring to timber reserve 1,274 ? Tes, and about a mile further on there is another 
reserve.
159. How far is that from Wallendbeen railway station ? The timber reserve is about 7 miles from the 
existing line.
160. Is that timber reserve suitable for agricultural settlement ? It is.
161. The whole of it ? Tes, I believe so from what I have seen of it. •
162. What is the extent of the reserve ? I cannot say.

J.. M.
Mackenzie, 

Esq.' ‘
Feb., 1890.

Mr. James Boxsell, farmer and grazier, sworn, and examined:—•
163 Chairman.'] Where do you reside ? At Cullingab, adjoining Wallendbeen.
164. What are you ? A farmer and grazier.
165. How much land do you hold ? About 2,600 acres. ’
166. Is it all purchased land ? It consists of selections.
167. Mr. O' Sullivan.] Cullingah is the name of a station on the main southern line is it not ? Tes, but 
that is on the other side of Harden in quite a different direction.
168. Where does your farm stand from Wallendbeen ? It is about 8 miles to the east of Wallendbeen.
169. Any where near Berthong P About 16 miles from Berthong.
170. What station are you near ? Mr. Mackay’s old Wallendbeen station.
171. Then you are not on the route of the proposed railway P Ho.
172. And you are not likely to be affected by it ? Ho.
173. Can you speak as to the character of the country between ATallendbeen and Teo Teo ? Tes. For 
about six or seven years I have been buying wheat as an agent, and I have been round most of that 
district. It consists of about the best agricultural land I have seen in the district. Most of it is com
posed of chocolate-red soil, and I have bought some of the largest crops there that have been grown in 
the district.
174. How many selectors would you find out there cultivating wheat ? I could not exactly tell you.
175. Could you not state the number approximately ? There may be forty or fifty, and perhaps more.
176. Would fifty be a fair statement? I daresay it would.
177. Are those fifty selectors on the line of route between ATallendbeen and Teo Teo ? Tes. Most of 
them are on this side.
178. Are they within 5 miles of the route on either side ? Tes, about that.
179. And would they be likely to be served by the railway if it were carried that way? They would. 
If there was a platform at Berthong or somewhere in that locality it W'ould save them a great deal of 
haulage.
180. Are these selectors permanent ? Tes, some of them have been there for sixteen or seventeen
years. . •
181. They are permanent selectors and do not occupy the land in the interest of the station ? Tes.
182. Is there much more agricultural land to be taken up ? I am informed that a great many reserves
are to be thrown open ; in fact they are already measured in a 160-acre blocks, and I know several people 
who are looking out for them although they are small blocks. '
183. Can a man make a living out of 160 acres ? If it is good land he can.
184. But are not the leasehold areas on the runs out there to be thrown open in July ? I believe so.
185. And is the land on the leasehold area good ? Tes. There are a few ironbark ranges, but they 
produce timber, which could be used as sleepers for the railway.
186. Do you think there is likely to be a rush of settlement on the leasehold area ? Tes ; I have seven 
sons of my own I want to send them out as soon as I can get a place.
187. So that in July next there is likely to be a rush of settlement along the proposed route from Wal
lendbeen to Teo Teo ? Tes.
188. Is not the country very hilly there in parts ? Only the little bit at the gap.
189. For what distance do you think the hilly country extends ? I should say for about 2 or 2^ miles.
190. The distance between Wallendbeen and Teo Teo is about 12 miles? About that.
191. So that 10 miles of the country may be considered as suitable for agriculture ? Tes.
192. AThere .do these farmers go for their stores ? Most of the big farmers send to Sydney for their 
stores, as I do.
193. To what railway station ? To ATallendbeen.
194. And where do the smaller farmers get their stores from ? Some go to Cootamundra, and some to
ATallendbeen. ■
195. AThich line of railway do you think would serve them best—the one from Temora to Wallendbeen,
or the one from Temora to Cootamundra ? I believe the line to Wallendbeen would best suit the farmers I 
have mentioned. ‘
196. Have you noticed which way the travelling stock proceed to the mountain runs ? I have seen some 
going both ways. I have not seen so many on the Cootamundra side, because my business is more in the 
direction of Wallendbeen. But I have seen a lot of sheep on both sides.
197. Are they in the habit of walking the whole distance ? They generally drive them, because there has
been no other way of getting them to the mountains, except since the Gundagai line has been opened. 
AThether they go there or not I cannot say, - ' 198,

Mr.
J. Boxsell.
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198. Suppose this line were taken on from Cootamundra to Hillston, do you think it would he of any 
advantage to the owners of starving stock in enabling them to get their sheep to the mountain runs ? I 

i T? h ison daresay it would, if they left them too late.
8yu‘ 199. Would they he likely to use the railway or would they drive the sheep the entire distance? They 

would have to use the railway if the stock got too poor to travel. But as a rule they generally start in 
. time to take them by the road.

200. Beferring to these agricultural settlers, you think they are well established in the district, and likely 
to remain ? Tes.
201. What is about their average crop ? The constable told me that the average is about 20 bushels to 
the acre this year. The yield in some instances has been as high as 30 bushels.
202. What is the average size of their holdings ? I could not exactly say. Most of them have got a 
little over their 640 acres. Some have double that area, and some of the holdings reach 2,000 or 3,000 
acres in size. There are some big and some small. The smallest quantity of wheat I got was 500 bags, 
and in other cases I got 2,000 bags.
203. These selections are all in the eastern division ? I do not know exactly the division.
204. How do they hold more than 640 acres if they are in the eastern division ? They took up two 
selections years ago. A selector would take up one in his own name and one in the name-of his son.
205. By combining their children’s selections with their own they hold a larger area? That is so.
206. Is it your opinion that this agricultural settlement will increase? Tes. Mr. Gibb himself says 
that he will throw open his run for agriculture. In another year these runs will be all open for settle
ment. I come from Illawarra, and I know that Mr. Berry, who was a great squatter there many years 
ago, cut up his land into farms, and it has been let for the last twenty or thirty years. All the land on 
his property is'fetching from 10s. to £4 an acre.
207. And your opinion is that the squatters will see tlie advantage of that directly, and will cut up their
land and let it, and that a clerk will do their business instead of a boundary rider ? Tes. There is
splendid agricultural land, the greater part of which lies on the north side of the railway route from
Temora to Wallendbeen.
208. What crops besides wheat do the selectors grow ? Wheat is the principal crop. They grow corn 
sometimes ; but maize-growing, as a general rule, is not a success.
209. Do they grow oats ? Tes ; large quantities of oats.
210. Are there any vineyards in the district ? There are a fewr, but they are on a very small scale. 
Grapes do exceedingly well, and I have often wondered why vine-growing has not been more general in 
this district.
211. Is there any other special crop besides wheat ? To. It is the main thing all through the district. 
There is no doubt that if the price of wheat keeps low the farmers will turn their attention to something else.
212. Chairman^] Which is your market ? Most of my wheat goes to Goulburn ?
213. I suppose that is the market for the people of this district generally ? Tes.
214. Is there a flour-mill at Wallendbeen ? There was one, but it is now closed.
215. Do nou know whether there are any flour-mills at Cootamundra ? There was one, but it is closed.
216. And they are not grinding in the district at all ? To.
217. All the people send their wheat to either Goulburn or Sydney ? Tes.
218. Do you grow any fruit in the district ? There is a little fruit, but it is not gone in for extensively.
219. They do not send any to market, I Suppose ? Only to the local market.
220. Mr. Humphery^ Tou said that the land was similar and of equal value to that of Mr. Berry, at 
Illawarra ? No. 1 merely wished to show that in time the land might become the same—that it could 
be cut up into farms, and in that way the owners could make more money out of it with less labour. 
They cannot make nearly as much from sheep and cattle as they can by cultivation.
221. Tou said that Mr. Berry received from 10s. to £4 an acre a year for his land ? Tes.
222. Bor what part of his estate does he get a rental of £4 an acre ? Bor some on the river bank.
223. Can you mention one farmer who pays £4 ? I could not give you any names, because it is so long 
since I was there. In some instances, the land was let on halves, and it was so productive that Mr. Berry 
received a very high return.
224. Can you mention one farmer who paid as much as £2 an acre ? I believe Mr. Lewis MTntyre paid 
more than £2 for some of the good land.
225. Is not the average rent paid for the country round there from 15s. to 30s. ? Tes, that is generally 
about the average, but the land along the river banks is very valuable.
226. Is there any comparison between tbe land on Berry’s estate and the land which would be served by a 
railway from Wallendbeen to Teo Teo ? I admit that Mr. Berry’s land is a good deal better. I only 
referred to Mr. Berry’s estate a% an illustration of how I thought it was likely this land would be dealt 
with. I said that these stations would be cut up in the same way that the Berry estate was cut up, and 
that they would be more profitable under agriculture than as grazing land.
227. Which, in your opinion, is the better land for agricultural settlement-—the land between Cootamundra 
and Teo Teo or the land between Wallendbeen and Teo Teo ? The land between Wallendbeen and Teo Teo.
228. Notwithstanding its mountainous character for about 4 or 5 miles ? Tes, I think the quality of the 
land will make up for that.
229. Tou think there will be a greater number of settlers between Wallendbeen and Teo Teo than 
between Cootamundra and Teo Teo? Tes, as soon as the reserves are thrown open.
230. What other products besides wheat are sent by railway ? I do not know of any. I have seen a 
little corn sometimes in a good season, but as a general thing there is not much besides wheat and oals.
231. When will the wheat harvest be despatched by rail—in what month of the year ? The farmers have 
heen sending it away for about six weeks, and they will continue to send it for a month or six weeks longer.
232. Over what period would the traffic extend ? I suppose for about two months or a little over.
233. And what traffic would there be for the railway during the remaining ten months of the year ? 
There would only be the wool, as well as a few fowls and pigs, and perhaps fat sheep.
234. When would the wool be sent in ? About September, October, or November.
235. ^ko carriage of supplies from Sydney, I suppose, would extend over the entire year? Tes.

^ Mr.

PABLIAMENTABY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOBKS.

Mr.
3. Boxsell.

Note {on revision): There afo three reserves near the Wallendbeen railway station with a never failing spring of
water.
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Mr. James Drummond, storekeeper, sworn, and examined:—
236. Chairman^] Where do you reside F At WALlendbeen.
237. What is your occupation ? A storekeeper.
238. Have you any personal knowledge of the country between Wallendbeen and Teo Yeo ? I have for
a distance of about 4 miles. I have not been out much further in that direction. •
239. Tou are acquainted with the country lying between the Wallendbeen railway station and the moun
tain range ? Tes. ' ‘
240. Do you send many goods from your store out west and in that direction ? No, I do not do business 
m a large way, and. I have not sent out large quantities of goods to the west.
241. Do you receive any consignments from the west? No. Our trade, being a small one, is entirely
with Sydney. . ° .
242. I suppose you are of opinion that it would be better to bring the line from Teo Teo to Wallendbeen ?
I he principal argument in favour of that route is the saving which would be effected in haulage to the 
extent of a few shillings a ton.
243. Irom your experience as a business man can you say whether the people near Wallendbeen and 
along the proposed railway from Wallendbeen to Teo Teo are in the habit of sending their goods south
wards towards Wagga Wagga, or do they send the whole of them northward towards Goulburn and 
bydney r As far as I know, towards Goulburn and Svdney.
244. Do you consign any goods yourself as agent for any of these people P Small lots sometimes hut
not much. I have not done much agency business. .
245. Ana so far as you are aware the people of the district do their business with Goulburn and Sydney 
and not with Wagga Wagga and Albury ? Exactly.
^6ii.T,1Cy n°^ 111 sending their goods to Melbourne, or of obtaining their stores from
Melbourne . No, not as a rule. There might be an isolated case, but the rule is to trade with Sydney.
247. Do you understand farming? I am not well up in it, but I have been farming fora time.
248. What in your opinion is the character of the soil along the 4 miles of the proposed railway route 
from WaLenabeen with which you are acquainted ? It is very good. I did not go down into the gap 
referred to by^other witnesses, but as far as I went the land appeared to be very good, but there is not 
much of it. lor the first 3 miles from Wallendbeen the land is principally embraced in the Nubba and 
Berthong properties. There is not much of it in cultivation, with the exception of that held by three 
small farmers.
249. Tou are, I believe, the secretary of the Wallendbeen Vigilance Committee ? Yes.
250. Have you any data or statistics to lay before the Committee ? I cannot say that I have anything 
prepared. I only knew the other day that the Committee were coming; and I had not an opportunity of 
obtaining as much information as I should otherwise have collected.

Mr. J. 
Drummond.
1 Feb., 1890.

William Augustus Byrne, Esq., Mayor of Cootamundra, sworn, and examined :—
251. Chairman.'] I believe you are Mayor of Cootamundra ? Tes. W. A. Byrne,
252. How long have you held that position ? During the last-year. ’ ’ Esq.
253. Have you been an alderman long ? Yes. ■

.254. For how many years ? About four years. 1 Feb., 1890.
255. Are you in business in Cootamundra? Tes, in the stock and station agency business.
256, I presume you have a pretty accurate knowledge of the country round about? I have. I have, 
known the country for a very long time.
251. For how many years have you resided in the district ? I have resided permanently in the district 
for about thirteen years, but I have been acquainted with it for about twenty-five years. .

®PeaK*n£ as ean you tell the Committee the value of the property within the Municipality
of Cpotamundra ? I have omitted to obtain that information, but have sent the clerk for it. The town 
was incorporated on the_20th May, 1884. The rates received up to the 31st January, 1890, amounted to 
£3,901 11s. 8d. The amount expended up to the 31st January, 1890, was £10,351‘is. lid. The popu
lation of the borough is 1,600. The figures will show a large increase in the capital value since the 
borough was incorporated. .
2o9. Can you tell the Committee the amount of money collected in rates for last year ? A little over 
£800, I should think. ^
260. Has the Municipality any debt ? Tes, about £1,000 or £1,100. .
^ j £.y^a' ® ^'.e business people of Cootamundra, the storekeepers and others, any direct trade with Temora . 
and Stockinbingal ? Tes; there is direct communication by “road,” and I think the business taking 
place between Cootamundra and the localities mentioned will amount to about £12,000 or £13 000 a 
year.
262. What can you tell the Committee with reference to stock in the district which the proposed railway 
from Cootamundra to Temora would serve ? I consider that in time of drought the railway would bring

country on side of Temora from 70,000 to 80,000 sheep, which would be carried by 
fail direct to Gundagai, and I should think would be brought back by rail. The railway would serve a 
similar purpose in regard to the country beyond Temora. A very large quantity of stock would be 
brought from there to Gundagai. In fact stock from right across to the Lachlan would, in dry seasons, 
go to Temora, and be trucked through to Gundagai. If they had to go by rail via Wallendbeen, unneces
sary inconvenience and expense would be entailed on the owners.
263. Are people in the habit of sending their stock to the Tumut district and to the mountain runs ?
Tes, they frequently had. to do so within the last seven or eight years. ’ '
264. Did they send any last year ? The mountains were all taken up last year, when the drought, although
short, was very severe. . . ' '
265. Was the country taken up by people living between here and Temora, or between here and Hillston?

here and Hillston, and also by people between here and Temora. A grazier living between hefe 
and Temora owns a very large run on the mountains. <
266. In sending their stock to the mountains did those people make use of the railway from Cootamundra 
to Gundagai ? In some cases they did, but as a rule they did not.

267.
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A. Byrne, 2(57. What reason have you for believing that if this railway were constructed to Temora they would make 
s<k use of it for that purpose ? They generally keep the sheep on their runs until it is impossible to keep 

them there any longer, and by that time the travelling stock routes are completely bare of grass, and I 
should think it would be to their advantage to get the sheep to the hills as soon as possible.
268. But does not that argument also apply to the railway between Cootamundra and Gundagai at the 
present time ? Certainly ; but the distance is much shorter than would be the case if the line were con
structed to Temora. Having to travel the stock to Cootamundra, it would be scarcely worth their while, 
if the sheep were at all strong, to truck them to Gundagai, which would be only a distance of 35 miles.
269. Is the district provided with travelling-stock routes in the direction of the mountains ? Pretty 
fairly; but, as in other portions of the Colony, in dry seasons there is never a blade of grass left on these
reserves.
270. Is there any water ? No ; not much water in this part of the country.
271. How do the stock get water when they take them to the mountains ? They get along the best way 
they can. They get a drink now and again, and of course the losses by death are very great.
272. Those who live are allowed to live, and those who cannot, die ? They die all along the road.
273. Is this district very much subject to drought? Very much.
274. How is it then that it generally manages to grow pretty good wheat crops ? It seems to me that
wheat crops require very little rain, if they happen to get that little at the right time. '
275. What sort of season had you last year? An exceptionally good one.
276. When was the last drought? Last year. The last spring was a wet one, and that was a good season, 
but the year previous to that was a very dry one.
277. Was there much loss in stock ? Tes. Although it was only a short drought it was yery severe, and 
the losses in stock were considerable.
278. That was in 1888 and the beginning of 1889 ? Tes.
279. During that period of drought were there many sheep sent away to the mountains? Tes; and
especially from that part of the country. ~
280. Does the stock in the district mostly consist of sheep, or of sheep and cattle ? Sheep principally. 
The people only keep a few cattle—sufficient to supply their own requirements.
281. I suppose it is considered a good sheep district ? Tes, excellent. It is sound sheep country.
282. Can you say how many sheep, cattle, and horses are sent per annum from the western district—say 
between Temora and Cootamundra? I should say that last year there must have been between 60,000 
and 70,000 sheep sent from the country lying between here and Temora.
283. Where were those sheep sent to ? To Tumut and the mountains.
284. I am speaking new rather of fat sheep—were there any sent to Sydney or to Goulburn ? Not many.
285. Were there any sent south to Wagga Wagga, Albury, orYictofia? No. We had no fat sheep 
last year to send.
286. When they do have fat sheep is it their praitice to send them to Sydney or to Victoria? Mostly 
to Sydney. Occasionally they send a few lots to the Albury market, but as a rule the sheep go on to 
Sydney.
287. That being the case do you not think it would be an advantage to the people if the line were con
structed to Wallendbeen, and a saving in haulage effected of 91- miles? As regards fat sheep it would 
certainly, but the number of fat sheep carried would only be in the proportion of about one to twenty as 
compared -with store sheep, if the line were extended to Temora.
288. The traffic in store sheep is greater than the traffic in fat sheep ? Certainly. The whole of the poor 
sheep on those stations have to go to the mountains in a dry year, and the largest of the stations between 
here and Temora has not more than a couple of thousand of fat sheep to send there, so that it would be 
about 20,000 of store sheep as against 2,000 fat sheep.
289. Have you any reliable information with reference to wool? Not as to the number of bales.
290. Do you know what is the opinion of the jieople living say between Stockinbingal and Cootamundra ? 
They are decidedly in favour of the Cootamundra line, which is a comparatively level one.
291. I suppose there are business relations between Cootamundra and Temora ? Tes. The land office 
for the Temora district is located at Cootamundra. Temora is a portion of this land district, and the 
people do their business here.
292. So that the selectors at Temora have to come to Cootamundra to transact their land business ? Tes.
293. Therefore if the line were constructed to Wallendbeen they would have to travel from Wallendbeen 
to Cootamundra to do their land business ? Tes, they would have to come back here.
294. Is there not a local land office at Temora? No. And it is a very good agricultural district. The 
land around Temora is very good, and settlement has taken place there to a large extent.
295. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] Has there been a large increase of population in Cootamundra during the last few 
years ? Tes.
296. Could you supply the figures from the electoral roll during the last three years ? Tes.
297. Have you any auriferous country around this district ? We have the Muttama reefs.
298. They are not along the proposed line of railway ? No. They are on the Gundagai line.
299. Is there any auriferous country between here and Temora ? Gold has been discovered in different 
places between here and Temora, but not in payable quantities.

Frederick Pinkstone, Esq., journalist, sworn, and examined :—•
F. Pinkstone, 300. Chairman.] Where do you reside ? At Cootamundra.

Ks9- 301. What is your occupation ? I am a journalist.
X Feb^l890 302' wlla't PaPer are you connected ? The Cootamundra Herald.

’’ '303. Have you .prepared any statistics with reference to the agricultural productions of the district?
Tes; I have collected statistics. .
304. Do those statistics apply to the country west of Cootamundra ? Tes ; between here and Stockin- 
bingal, a distance of about 20 miles. The figures refer to the year 1888, but those for the subsequent 
season will show an increase of from 25 to 30 per cent. There are sixty-seven settlers living between 
Cootamundra and Stockinbingal, who occupy a total area of 75,174 acres. I may say that the figures . 
apply to a distance of 20 miles from Cootamundra, or about 5 miles bevohd Stockinbingal.

305,
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305. But the sixty-seven settlers to whom you have referred live along the proposed railway ? Tes. All PhAstone,
these people would he interested in the platform at Stockinbingal. Eb<1-
306. What distance have you taken from the route of the railway on either side? They are all within -i
6 miles at the outside. There is not one of them more than 6 miles from Stockinbingal platform. The 6 ’’ ‘
total area they held in 1888 was 75,174 acres. They are all selectors, and in that year they had only
3,000 acres under crop, but it was a very dry year. The number of horses was 2,185, and of sheep,
138,570. The number of cattle I have not totted up. The average population is about ten persons to 
each holding, and they are all on the northern side of the road to Temora. Mr. Miller was to collect the 
statistics for the southern portion, and these were all published in my paper of the 3rd September.
307. Have you any information with reference to the production of wheat either in this year or last
year ? The statistics for this year will show an average production of about 20 bushels to the acre ■
throughout the whole district by the people to whom I have referred. The district of the police sergeant
only extends for about 4 or 5 miles out of Cootamundra. The statistics for the country beyond that 
would be collected by other persons than the local police.
308. Can you tell us how many acres were cultivated this year ? I can give you a rough estimate. I 
should think that amongst the people I have mentioned there would be about 5,000 acres under crop.
309. Tou do not know anything about the average yield, I suppose ? From the returns sent to me as a 
journalist, the average yield is not below 20 bushels. The total aggregate yield for the whole district 
surrounding Cootamundra will he about 100,000 bags of wheat, or between 400,000 and 500,000 bushels.
310. Can you say what the average yield of wheat has been for a number of years? I think our lowest 
yield has been about 11 bushels, m a season in which there was a drought throughout; but when the 
rainfall is fairly distributed through the year, the average yield is about from 17 to 20 bushels.
311. Then, I suppose, we may take it that the general average production is about from 11 to 20 bushels ?
Tes. Those are the actual figures according to the returns.
312. I suppose there is nothing else cultivated in the district to any extent besides wheat ? Tes ; hay is 
grown very largely.
313. "Where is the wheat sent to? It is sent chiefly to Cootamundra and sometimes to the southern 
district. One-year we did, a very large trade with the south-western line in hay. The sheep-owners 
there had to come up here and buy the stuff and take it down to feed the sheep.
314. In a season of drought? Tes. The principal crops grown consist of wheat, oats, and hay. There 
is also produced sheepskins, tallow, hides, and a few other things.
315. I suppose you have no statistics with reference to those other articles? Ho.
316. As a pressman and a man supposed to be acquainted with public opinion, what are you prepared to 
say is the general opinion of the people whom this railway would benefit with reference to its going to 
Wallendbeen or to Cootamundra ? You will find that the people from Wallendbeen to Clifton—that is 
two-thirds of the way from Wallendbeen to Stockinbingal—are indifferent as to whether the railway goes
to Wallendbeen or to Cootamundra. Beyond that point, at Stockinbingal, and on to Temora and Bar- .
medman, and Hillston, the whole of the people are in favour of Cootamundra. As an argument in 
favour of Cootamundra I may mention that the traffic by road has always naturally gone to that place.
317. That is since the main line was constructed to Cootamundra ? Ho, at all times. Before the railway 
was constructed to Cootamundra the road trade of those districts centred here. In 1877, for instance, 
the Vigilance Committee at Cootamundra received a petition from all these people in the back country 
asking for the bridging of the Bland Creek at the Stockinbingal township, in order to facilitate communi
cation with Cootamundra. ’
318. But was there a Vigilance Committee in existence before the railway was built ? Tes.
319. I suppose the railway was under construction then ? Tes. It was then as far as Binalong. The
line now under consideration was first proposed in 1877 by Mr. Sutherland, and I have an extract from 
his speech. It was proposed to enable the people in the pastoral country to send their stock into the 
mountain country, and to enable the people of Tumut, G-undagai, and Cootamundra to send into the 
western country produce which could not be obtained there. '
320. Can you say whether the population; out west is increasing to any appreciable extent ? Between
here and Barmedman it is increasing very fast. The Temora diggings broke out about 1881. Hp to that 
time there were only about two or three scattered selections in the district. T can say from my own 
knowledge that since then there have been applications for nearly twenty public schools through that 
district. This fact will illustrate the increase in the population. ■
321. Mr. Humphery^ The Committee understand you to say that the whole of the farmers referred to by 
you reside within a radius of 6 miles of Stockinbingal ? Within 20 miles from here ; and none further 
from Stockinbingal than 6 miles.
322. If you look at the route on the map it will appear that the line between Teo Teo and Stockinbingal 
would serve the farmers you speak of. Teo Yeo and Stockinbingal are the same.
323. Therefore it would be a matter of indifference to them whether they send their produce to Wallend
been or to Cootamundra ? In speaking of the people who were indifferent as to that, I referred to those 
between Wallendbeen and Clifton.
324. I want you now to concentrate your attention upon Stockinbingal. If the farmers to whom you 
refer are within a radius of 6 miles of Stockinbingal, would it not be a matter of indifference to them 
whether the line were constructed from Wallendbeen to Teo Teo or from Cootamundra to Teo Teo ?
Ho. You will find that the whole of the people at Stockinbingal will declare for Cootamundra.
325. I do not wish to know what they will do, but I -want your reason for believing that they will be 
better served by a line from Cootamundra to Teo Teo than by a line from Wallendbeen to Teo Teo'?
The reason is this : Cootamundra is within their own land district, while Wallendbeen is within theToung 
land district. They do a very large trade ■with Cootamundra—a trade worth thousands of pounds per 
annum—and they do no trade at all with Wallendbeen.
326. Assuming the survey to be correct, would not a line to Wallendbeen reduce the haulage by 9i- 
miles ? Tes.
327. And except as regards the trade relations which exist between Cootamundra and Stockinbingal the 
line to Wallendbeen would be most convenient ? It would be a shorter line.
328. Do you think that the importance of the relations which have grown up between Cootamundra and 
Stockinbingal would justify the construction of that line although the haulage would be 9 miles greater

25 (a)—B from
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I1. Pinkstone, from Sydney ? Tes. But fully OBe-third of tbe trafBc of this line will not go to Sydney. About two- 
®9(1' thirds of the traffic would go to Sydney and G-oulburn, and I believe that one-third would be entirely lost 

<I7rA-rear> ^7 constructing the line from "Wallendbeen.
1 Peb., 1890. g2g yyity ? Because of the inconvenience. _ _

330. What is the nature of the traffic you speak of? Tumut, for instance, does a large trade with these 
districts at the back in cheese and maize. Maize cannot be grown in the districts out here except in 
exceptionally good seasons.
331. And as for the live stock ? There is a large traffic in live stock to the pastoral districts from Tumut
every year. . . . .
332. And would it be more convenient for the people living beyond Stockinbingal and at Stockinbingal 
to send their live stock in time of drought by way of Cootamundra in preference to Wallendbeen? Cer
tainly. They would have to go through a junction at Wallendbeen and they would go straight across 
through Cootamundra.
333. Do you think that all these advantages would neutralize the benefit the people would derive from
the saving of haulage ? I certainly think so. _ _
334.. I am not asking you as a resident of Cootamundra, but I am asking your opinion as a public man ? 
X am speaking ip. the interest of the railway as a matter of general policy. Personally I am quite 
indifferent as to whether it goes to Wallendbeen or Cootamundra.
335. And you think that the advantages would be so much greater by having a line constructed between
Cootamundra and Teo Teo that the saving in haulage which would be effected by taking it to Wallend
been would be neutrahzed ? Tes. There are strong reasons in favour of Cootamundra. Tou will find 
that it is almost central between two junctions. There is the junction at Harden for the traffic from the 
western line, and the junction at Junee for the traffic of the Narrandera line, and Cootamundra fairly 
divides that traffic. There is a very large traffic from the south, coaching traffic as well as train traffic, 
and those people instead of travelling 86 miles—say from Junee to Temora, Wallendbeen would 
prefer to go 32 miles across from Junee to Temora. I believe also if the line is constructed to Wallend
been it will be necessary to maintain the road traffic between Cootamundra and Temora. The Coota
mundra route would concentrate the whole of the traffic of this proposed line, whereas M^allendbeen would 
lose one third of it. _ ,
336. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] I noticed a large number of bags of wheat stored at the railway station at Coota
mundra—where did that wheat come from ? Principally from the Stockinbingal country and south of 
Stockinbingal.
337. Why has not that wheat gone to Wallendbeen? The traffic from the farmers never goes to 
Wallendbeen.
338. Then at the present time Cootamundra is the natural trade centre for the wheat farmers of the 
district? Tes. To my knowledge there have been on the road between Cootamundra and Stockinbingal 
over twenty hired teams engaged in drawing wheat besides all the private teams.
339. What is the cost of carriage per bag of wheat from the Temora district to Cootamundra ? They get 
on an average about Is. per bag—from Is. to Is. 6d. I have heard of their paying as high as 2s., but I 
think that was an exception.
340. Would 2s. a bag be a prohibitive price ? I think so. I do not think that the farmers could afford to 
pay 2s. a bag for carriage when they only get 3s. or 3s. 2d. a bushel for the wheat.
341. Do the wheat buyers come to Cootamundra? Tes. Mr. Heaton, for instance, and another buyer
have been scouring the district for wheat. _ _
342. And where is the wheat of the farmers on the Temora side supposed to be delivered ? It is delivered 
in Cootamundra. We have been asked to obtain a market reserve in the township, principally for the 
convenience of these people. The desire is to have a market so that farmers will be able to send in 
samples of their wheat, and buyers may come and bid publicly for the produce. _
343. Do you think that Cootamundra is merely a temporary trade centre or a lasting trade centre ? I
can prove that it is a permanent trade centre. It has been the permanent trade centre for the whole of 
that district, to my knowledge, for thirteen years, when the population of this town was only about 150. 
The population now is 1,600 or 1,700 within the borough alone. _
344. At the time of the goldfields was this the point of departure for Temora ? Tes. This was the 
point from which the road was started, and also the telegraph line. The Toung people tried to divert the 
traffic to the road via Toung to Murrumburrah, but they could not succeed, and Cootamundra was 
established as the centre. But for the fact that the differential rates drive a great deal of the trade of 
Temora and the back country to old Junee the traffic by Cootamundra would be at least double.
345. Are the settlers round Cootamundra connected by family ties with those of Temora ? I do not know 
that they are very largely connected by family ties—there may be some family connections.
346. Are many of the sons of the settlers round Cootamundra settled in the Temora district ? Tes, a
good many of the sons of settlers in the Cullinga district have gone to that neighbourhood, principally 
to the south of Temora. _
347. Do many of the farmers out towards Temora run stock ? Tes. Their industry consists of sheep and 
wheat growing combined. The sheep manure the land and increase its fertility.
348. Has Mr. Primrose a farm out that way? No ; his farm is on the other side. _
349. What has been your observation of the travelling of starving stock;—do the stock-owners come this
way or via Wallendbeen to the mountain runs? There is only one man who goes via Wallendbeen, and 
that is Mr. Gibb, of Berthong. He has a station in the mountain country, at Tumut, and he is in the 
habit of sending his stock through Wallendbeen to the mountain country. But the w'hole of the stock 
from the Bland and away towards the Lachlan come through Cootamundra. _
350. Does Mr. G-ibb send his stock by train to G-undagai? No, he generally travels. The distance by
train is very short, and you would have to go through a junction. _ _
351. How do the pastoralists. on the Bland send their stock ? By road chiefly. But their sufferings have
been very great. I know of my own knowledge that the Messrs. Jamieson, in 1888, lost nearly the whole 
of their stock because they were unable to remove them. If the line were extended into the country they 
would certainly send their sheep by rail, because in dry summer seasons it is impossible for them to travel 
by road. ... .
352. Why do they not use the line between Cootamundra and G-undagai ? If you make inquiries you will find 
that some time ago the Department were unable to supply the trucks to meet this very traffic. A drover

brought
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'brought last year a flock of sheep from the western country and they were almost lost on the road. I 
knew him to pay £60 for the lease of a 40-acre paddock at Cootamundra for ten days, to save the lives 
of his sheep, whereas had he been able to send them by train he would have saved the whole of them.
353. If the line were ultimately extended to Barmedman and on to Hillston, do you think it would be
availed of by pastoralists as a starving-stock line ? I am certain of it, especially at the half rates, or 
starving-stock rates allowed by the Commissioners. I am positive they would not travel by the road 
unless the rainfall was evenly distributed through the year, and it is a characteristic of this district that 
it is not evenly distributed. " ■
354. And which would be the more advantageous route for these pastoralists who desire to send their 
starving stock to the mountain runs—via Wallendbeen or Cootamundra ? They would never send to 
Wallendbeen unless they were compelled. I am quite prepared to swear that these people would never 
send their stock to Wallendbeen unless they were compelled to do so.
355. Would they not have to go round two sides of a triangle in order to reach Cootamundra via Wal: 
landbeen? Tes. Then there is a great quantity of stock brought in—cattle, for instance—that are 
trucked to the Albury market. They come in from the Queensland side. There is a very large trafiSc in 
cattle, and if they could be conveyed by the Temora railway this traffic would be greatly increased.
356. Is not there a travelling-stock route from Queensland via Forbes and Morangarell ? Tes, and 
they come in very largely at Morangarell.
357. If this line were extended to Barmedman and Hillston, it might divert the travelling stock route 
from Queensland to Cootamundra ? Tes, a great many of the stock would come in there, and they could 
be trucked direct to the Albury market, instead of having to travel by road.
358. And this would considerably shorten the distance and the time P Tes.
359. Tou have given some evidence with regard to agricultural statistics. Tou were at one time a 
delegate at the Farmers’ Conference, representing the farmers of this district? Tes, in 1883.
360. And therefore, you have had an opportunity of posting yourself up on the subject P Tes.
361. And we can accept your statements as authoritative ? Tes.
362. JfK Humphery^] If the line were constructed from Cootamundra to Temora, do you think it would 
be used to any extent for the removal of stock unless the line were also extended from Grundagai to 
Tumut ? I think it would be availed of as a stock line even as far as G-undagai, because this pastoral 
country at the back extends for about 150 miles, and if the line were carried there I think the stock 
would be shifted, because of the difficulty of getting water.
363. Even if the line from Gundagai to Tumut were not constructed ? Tes. They have only 25 miles 
from the Murrumbidgee to Tumut, and there is a good deal of summer country about the Murrumbidgee 
that they could occupy, so that they would not require to travel much beyond the Murrumbidgee. The 
Murrumbidgee is, to all intents and purposes, the terminus of the starving-stock traffic.
364. Chairman.^ Tou are connected with the Cootamundra Herald, are you not ? Tes.
365. And you keep a rain gauge there ? Tes, I have kept it since the beginning of 1885.
366. During 1889 there was, according to that gauge, a rainfall of 21 inches 71 points ? Tes, that is the
town record. The rainfall was larger outside the township. •
367. And during 1885, according to the same gauge, the rainfall was 26’65 inches ? Tes. The highest 
registered has been 40 inches.
368. During 1886 the rainfall was 28’29 inches ? Tes.
369. And during 1887 it was 40-79 inches ? Tes.
370. And during 1888 it was 12'07 inches ? Tes. That is the year for which I gave the agricultural 
statistics. I have been requested to state that the Lower Murrumbidgee people truck very largely here 
to the mountain country.
371. From what particular direction ? From the runs along the south-western line. Those are the 
districts we have supplied with fodder sometimes, and they send their stock by rail to Gundagai in the 
direction of Tumut.

F. Pinkstone, 
Esq.

1 .-Feb., ,1890.

William Augustus Byrne, Esq., Mayor of Cootamundra, sworn, and further examined
372. Chairman.'] What was the capital value of the ratable property within the borough of Cootamundra W. A. Byrne,
in 1884 ? £169,862. * Esq.
373. And what was the capital value in 1889 ? In that year it had risen to £203,769 showing an ' ^ —•
increase in the capital value of the ratable property of £33,907. 1 Fe*3-> 1890-

Mr. Archibald Booth, schoolmaster, sworn, and examined :—
374. Chairman^] What position do you occupy in Cootamundra? I am head master of the public Mr.
school. * A. Booth.
375. Have you any information in reference to the progress the school is making? Only the official / *“—N
records. I have only been here three weeks. * Feb., 1899.
376. How many children have you in the school ? 190.
377. What is the average attendance ? 150.
378. Can you give us any comparative figures with regard to the average attendance ? In 1888 the 
average was 112, and during the past month it has been 150. In 1888 the number of boys was 66, and 
the number of girls 46.
379. Is there only one public school in Cootamundra? That is all.
380. Can you say what other schools there are ? There is a convent school, and I believe there is one 
and probably more than one private school.
381. Mr. O’ Sullivan.] How many schools are there between Cootamundra and Temora ? I could not 
say.

Mr.



898

Mr. Thomas Parker, senior sergeant of police, sworn, and examined :—
T 382. Chairman.'] "What are you P I am senior sergeant of police at Cootamundra.

383. How long have you heen in the district ? I have been nearly fifteen years in the Cootamundra 
I Feb 1890 district, and I was four and a half years at Murrumburrah.

’’ " 384. Tou are employed by the Government to collect statistics for the district ? Tes.
385. Can you give us any two years as evidence of an increase or decrease in the population of the 
district ? Since I have been in Cootamundra the population has been increasing every year. Since I 
took charge it has increased by 200 or 300.
386. Have you any statistics—say for 1885 ? I have not any with me. •
387. At any rate you are under the impression that the population is increasing ? Most certainly. _
388. Increasing pretty rapidly ? The increase this year has not been so great as in the previous 
year.
389. "What was the population last year ? About 2,000 in my portion of the district independently of the 
population in the borough.

. 390. "What is included in your portion of the district ? To take the population I have to go as far as
’ 20 miles from here, but as regards the collection of statistics the Dividing Eange is only 6 miles from

Cootamundra.
391. 20 miles in which direction ? In the'direction of Stockinbingal,and Gundabingal. About 1,500 
or 2,000 would be the population in the Cootamundra district, and taking Gundabingal and Stockinbingal 
and the other places between here and there.
392. That would be within a range of how many miles of the proposed railway from Cootamundra to 
Temora—what distance on each side of the line ? I go for about 8 or 10 miles on each side of the line.
393. About what proportion of the people would be served by the proposed railway to Temora? All the
Stockinbingal and Gundabingal people would be served by the railway. They all live within easy distance 
of it. _
394. And the population you think is increasing pretty rapidly? Tes ; and the settlers are going further 
hack towards Barmedman.
395. The population you gave just now was for last year;—has the population for this year been taken ?
I have the papers at the office.
396. Can you say what the increase has been since last year ? The increase has been about 100. I refer

. to the population outside the borough. _
397. Can you say how many additional names have heen placed on the electoral roll since last year, or going 
back two or three years ? I will have to count them up before giving an answer.
398. Tou are of opinion, however, that the population is decidedly on the increase ? Tes, decidedly.
399. I suppose you are generally riding around the district ? Tes ; I know the district very well.
400. Can you say whether it is progressing with regard to agriculture—are the people cultivating more 
land than they did a few years ago ? They cultivated more this year than they did in any previous year. 
They- went in very heavily this year for cultivation. Some of the settlers this year have harvested as 
many as 10,000 bushels of wheat.
401. Mr. Humphery.] Have you been beyond Stockinbingal towards Temora ? Tes, several times.
402. Do you know the country well ? Tes ; pretty well. I have travelled backwards and forwards 
between Temora and Cootamundra.
403. Do you know the route of the proposed railway ? I have not been along the route particularly, but 
I know the country.
404. Can you say if the land on both sides of the proposed route from Cootamundra to Stockinbingal is 
first-class arable land ? Tes ; it is all first-class arable land. I can say that with certainty.
405. "What is the character of the land from Stockinbingal on to Temora ? It is all good land, except
where it goes across the ironbarks. It is good country on both sides of the ironbark range. _
406. How many miles of the proposed railway route would not be first-class arable country ? I think
only about 6 miles.
407. Then with the exception of 6 miles, the whole of the land on both.sides of the proposed route wmuld
be suitable for agricultural purposes and for settlement ? Tes. It would be settled upon if it were 
accessible to the settlers. _
408. Dor what distance on either side of the line? Eight along the line. It extends for over 20 miles.
409. Then it is all good ? Except the portion that goes round by ATallendbeen—I would not answer for that.
410. Do you know the country between ATallendbeen and Teo Teo ? Tes ; I have travelled over it, and 
know it well.
411. Tou believe you are qualified to express an opinion as to the merits of the proposed routes as far as 
the land is concerned ? As far as my private opinion is concerned, I certainly think that the route from 
Cootamundra, via Stockinbingal to Temora, is the more preferable one, and for this reason : There are 
very few settlers on the road from ATallendbeen to Teo Teo. On the right of the route from ATallendbeen 
is the Nubba Station, Mr. Gidb’s run, Mr. Davidson’s, and a portion of another run. On the left side of 
the route from ATallendbeen to Teo Teo Creek, there are about five settlers.
412. Are we to understand that there is more land, and of a character better adapted for settlement . 
between Cootamundra and Teo Teo, than between ATallendbeen and Teo Teo ? Most certainly, when 
the reserves are thrown open ; they are good for any purpose. There is a large reserve on the Teo Teo 
Creek at Stockinbingal, and if it were thrown open, farmers would go and settle upon it.
413. But I am speaking of the two routes—one between Teo Teo and ATallendbeen, and the other
between Teo Teo and Cootamundra ? The route from Teo Teo to Cootamundra is a long way before the 
ATallendbeen route. ' _
414. Chairman^] Are there not a number of farmers settled on the northern side of the line between
ATallendbeen and Teo Teo ? I am not aware of any settlers along there, except Mr. Gibb’s property. 
There was a settler named Mulcahy living there, but he has removed to Stockinbingal. _
415. Then all these selections we see on the map are on the runs ? Tes ; except close to the township
of ATallendbeen, where a man named Isard has a selection. _
416. Mr. O' Sullivan.] Do you know why the selector you refer to removed from the neighbourhood of 
ATallendbeen to Stockinbingal? He used to live at Congo about 7 miles from ATallendbeen.
417. Can you state the reason why he removed from there to Stockinbingal ? Probably he wished to
obtain more land. "Where he is now living there is more land to cultivate. 418.

PABLIAMENTAEY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOBKS. '
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418. Is tie soil better at Stockinbingal ? Where Mackay lived, the soil was very good. It was called 
the Black Springs—it was black soil. I daresay he left for the purpose of getting more land.
419. In riding to Temora have you noticed any increase of settlement along the'line of road? Not for 
some years, but some of the selectors have increased the number of their farms, and bought others out.
420. Then some of the selectors in the neighbourhood have been selling out ? Some of them have been 
selling out and getting larger runs.
421. To whom have they been selling out ? Mr. Currey sold out a large block to Mr. Emery.
422. They have not been selling out to the pastoralists, but to each other ? Yes; selling out to each 
other.
423. Does the proportion of cultivation goon the same? Yes ; in fact there is more cultivation this year.
424. Have you noticed which road is taken by the wheat and wool teams coming in ? The Cootamundra
road between here and Temora. .
425. They all make for Cootamundra ? Yes, even from the Marsden direction.
426. Do any of the teams on the Congo side make for Cootamundra ? Yes; a man named Mackay 
brought his team to Cootamundra from the Congo Ealls.

Mr.
Ti Parker.

1 Feb., 1890.

Mr. John James Miller, stock and station agent, sworn, and examined:—
427. Chairman^] Where do you reside ? At Cootamundra. .
428. Are you in business ? Yes, as a stock and station agent. *
429. Have you prepared any information for the Committee? Yes, I have a return with regard to stations 
and station produce.
430. And you will hand in that return as evidence ? Yes. I know it to be correct, because the figures 
are from the official record. The area of land is taken from the number of acres of Crown land which 
each station holds. The total is about 1,500,000 acres of Crown land held by stations.
431. Can you say what proportion of these are in the leasehold area ? The greater part of them.
432. I suppose there is scarcely any resumed area left unselected ? I could have given the quantity. The 
greater part would expire in July and the balance is held for another five years.
433. Some of these lands referred to are in the Central Division? Yes, the majority are in the Central 
Division. The following is the list:—

Mr.
J. J. Miller. 

X Feb., 1890.

Stations. No. of Sheep. Bales 
of Wool.

Distance 
from Temora 

Railway.
Present 

distance to 
Railway.

Area
Crown Lands. Rent of Run.

Barmedman............................................ 40,000 400 22 55 40,251
£

291Narrabtura ............................................ 15,000 150 12 40 45,851 290Geraldra................................................ 50,000 600 10 25 8,974 260Carumbi ............................................... 15,000 150 20 38 3,348 62Gundabingal ......................................... 20,000 200 22 18,730 60„ North ................................. 15,000 150 3 30 26,050 180Combaning............................................. 25,000 250 7 24 23,665 165The Oaks................................................ 10,000 120 • 3 11 91,909 533Mimosa ................................................ 50,000 600 14 30 91,909 533Mandamar ............................................. ' 20,000 200 18 45 35,888 215W. Mandamar ...................................... 20,000 200 25 45 48,650 488Wy along 1 ............................................ 25,000 250 50 80 61,380 298„ 2 .................................................................. 10,000 100 35 65 22,368 127„ 3 ............................................
Buddigower............................................

18,000 180 25 65 39,215 132
50,000 600 40 70 164,899 991Trungley................................................ 12,000 120 12 45 45,046 288Quondary ................................ ............ 5,000 50 17 45 10,350 46Back Creek............................................ 20,000 200 40 80 36,404 206Bland ................................................... 40,000 500 40 65 39,241 275Lake Cowal............................................. 60,000 700 70 95 149,614 886Woollengougb ...................................... 25,000 250 75 130 42,550 215Polygamy ............................................. 15,000 150 70 130 30,485 177Merrigreen .............  ............................. 25,000 250 70 130 25,345 380Yalcogren ............................................ 20,000 200 70 130 44,480 209Youngara................................ ............... 20,000 200 80 140 32,252 195Kildary ............................................... 30,000 300 35 50 68,900 344Ungaree ............. .................................. 20,000 200 70 120 42,321 371Bygaloree ............................................ 50,000 600 100 140 123,040 767

Totals ................................ 775,000 7,870 ......... ......... 1,499,215 9,353

434. What portions of the district have you included in this list ? I have included within 100 miles of 
Temora.
435. These are stations that will make use of the Temora line, and you have taken a radius of 70 miles 
from Temora ? Not exactly a radius, because I do not include those stations that would send their wool 
to Coolamon, on the south-western line. '
436. Have you included in the list any of the stations lying between Temora and Cootamundra? Yes.
437. And also to the westward of Temora for 70 miles ? Yes—all the wool that would come through 
Temora by the railway to Cootamundra.
438. Have you given the quantity of the wool ? Yes.
439. Do you do business as agent with the whole of the stations referred to ? Yes; with the exception of 
one or two. We have business with pretty nearly all of them. We know pretty well what sheep they 
shear, and this is an estimate. We average 100 sheep to the bale, which is rather a low estimate.
440. You have not given the figures from the actual clip ? No.
441. Then this return must only be taken as an estimate ? Yes, it is an approximate return, but in every 
instance I have kept under the mark as much as possible.
442. Do you think it would suit the interests of these people to have the line constructed to Cootamundra 
or to Wallendbeen ? If the line went to Wallendbeen the wool would go direct through to Sydney; but 
on the other hand, as they do ■ all their business with Cootamundra it would put them to considerable 
inconvenience to go to Wallendbeen, and if the line went to Cootamundra it would enable them to' send

their
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_ Aheir stock througli to the 'mountains. I could give you a pretty good idea of how .much stock went
miller, through last year .to the mountains, and how many of the pastorahsts own mountain runs, and .how many 

1 /j^*~1690 are likely to make use of the railway.
’’ ' 443. What quantity of stock went through last year ? I estimate that during the drought last year

about .250,000 sheep went through here to the mountains. The figures for ten stations are as follows :— 
Reardon, 20,000 ; Samuel Wilson, Son, & Co., 15,000 ; Davidson, 8,000 ; Hiawatha, 11,000; Morangarell, 
8,000; Combaning, 40,000; Temora, 15,000; Narraburra, 5,000; Carumbi, 10,000; Berthong, 20,000; 
that gives a total of nearly 150,000. Those were the larger lots, and there were a number of small lots 
of about 2,000, and some went through of which I have no knowledge.
444. The whole of these travelled by road—none of them went by railway? The rams were pretty nearly 
all trucked.
445. Then there was, as an actual fact, a number of rams trucked to Grundagai ? Mostly all the rams 
are trucked, because it knocks them about travelling on the road. They were trucked from Cootamundra 
to G-undagai. One man was sending in 5,000 sheep from a station about 60 miles from Temora. He got 
them as far as Cootamundra, but could get them no further, and we as agents sold them there. They 
could hardly stand up. They sold as low as 4id.—on terms at twelve months’ bills. If there had 
been a railway from Temora they could have been trucked through, and their lives would have been 
saved, because they were knocked up by the rough travelling. They were pretty well done when they 
got to Temora, and when they got here they were worse. If they are weak when they get to the mountain 
country, the sheep will die there.
446. Are many sheep sent from here to Sydney or Gloulburn ? Tes; a good many fat sheep are sent to 
Homebush.
447. Are any sent to Yictoria? Not lately. We have sent a good many to Yictofia one time and 
another. The markets fluctuate ; sometimes the sheep are sent to Melbourne, and sometimes to Sydney.
448. You send them wherever the market is best ? Yes. With regard to the land on the Berthong 
Station, I find that there are 11,000 acres of Crown lands spotted over that run.
449. Available for selection ? A great portion of the land forms part of reserves which would have to be 
revoked. There is one reserve through which the proposed railway route from Wallendbeen to Yeo Yeo 
runs. It is a timber reserve consisting of ironbark. The balance of the 11,000 acres is made up of land 
within several other reserves on the run. With regard to Nubba, I do not find any record of reserves. I 
think it is all purchased land.
450. Mr. Humphery.-] Do you think that in dry seasons any appreciable quantity of fodder would be sent
from Sydney or elsewhere to Temora as a distributing centre ? In dry seasons the fodder comes from 
different parts. We have to buy fodder ourselves in very dry seasons, and in some seasons we have sent 
it away. _
451. Would Temora be a good distributing centre for fodder in dry seasons ? Yes; I think it would. In 
very dry seasons they must get their hay from somewhere. But Temora, as it is going on now, with 
agriculture increasing, would grow enough in good seasons.
452. I am referring to times of drought ? The farmers would store their straw and hay, so that it would 
be available for them in dry seasons.
453. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] Is there not a good trade in fodder done between Cootamundra and the Corowa 
district in times of drought? We have done a great deal of trade with Hay.
454-5. It would be a shorter distance to convey the fodder by way of Cootamundra to Temora than by way 
of Wallendbeen ? Yes. Most of the stations that have suffered from the drought lie between Hay and 
Condobolin, and the line from Cootamundra to Temora goes straight to tap that district. _
456. Which do you think would be of more importance to the pastoralists owing the thirty stations you
have mentioned—a saving of 9 miles of haulage for their wool by way of Wallendbeen, or a cheaper and 
speedier means of transit for their starving stock to the mountains via Cootamundra? There are two 
arguments in favour of the Cootamundra route. The pastoralists will be able to do their business with 
Cootamundra direct instead of having to go via Wallendbeen, and the line will afford them the means of 
speedy transit for their sheep to the mountain country. _
457. Which would be of more importance to the pastoralists—the saving of 9 miles of haulage of the
wooTto Sydney or the cheap and speedy transit to the mountain runs? The safety of the stock is of 
more importance than the saving of a few shillings on a bale of wool; because in a week they might lose 
thousands and thousands of sheep. On one station alone about 20,000 died in about three weeks, the 
sheep being unfit to travel. That station is about 25 miles from Temora. If the sheep could have been 
trucked their lives might have been saved. _
458. If this line goes on to Hillston, how far would it be from the Mount Hope Copper-mine ? I cannot
say. _______________________ ______ _

Charles Herman Burton Primrose, Esq., Police Magistrate, sworn, and examined:—
C. H. B. 459. Chairman.] Do you reside at Cootamundra ? I do. _ _
Primrose, 460. What position do you occupy in the Public Service ? I am police magistrate here.

Es<1‘ 461. And land agent ? * No ; I was a land agent up the 1st October last.
462. Can you give the Committee any information with reference to land matters ? I can. _ __

e ’’ ’ 463. Have you prepared any statement ? Yes. The number of selections held in the district is 3,615.
464. What country does the district embrace ? It embraces the whole of the Temora district. It extends
about 10 or 11 miles to the north and north-west. It extends, I should think, for a distance of somewhere 
about 45 miles. > _ .
465. Can you tell the Committee what land has been selected within a radius of 20 miles on either side 
of the proposed railway from Cootamundra to Temora;—we want to know what selections will be affected 
by the proposed railway ? Nearly the whole of that land is selected with the exception of the reserves. 
All the available land is selected.
466. All the available land on the route of the proposed railway? Yes; except the reserves and the 
leasehold area.
467. Is there any land open for selection other than the reserves and the leasehold area ? I could not
say without looking at the office maps, but I do not believe there is. . _
468. But speaking in general terms, the whole of the land that is available is selected ? Yes. If it were
not selected it would be readily taken up. 469.
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469. And the figures you have prepared refer to the land district as a whole ? Yes. C._H>. B.
470. That would embrace land that is away from the railway line ? Yes. Pranros®,
471. Can you give the Committee any information with reference strictly to the land that would he- ^ 
affected by the proposed railway—could you say how much land has been selected within a radius of 10 j jggp 
or 11 miles of the proposed railway route ? I could not. Nearly all the land that has been taken up of ’’ 
late years has been in that direction, because there has been no other land available.
472. Perhaps we might take the figures you have prepared, and you could say that much of the land 
would not be affected by the proposed railway. The figures will show what amount of settlement has 
been taking-place in the land district ? The only land that has been available for selection for many years- 
past has been in the direction of Temora.
473. There is no Land Office at Temora ? No.
474. So that all the selections in the neighbourhood of Temora would be made at Cootamundra ? Yes, 
and within the last ten years.
475. Could you supply the Committee with the number of the selections and the area taken up in the'
vicinity of the railway line ? I could get that information, but it would take some time. No doubt it 
could be forwarded on to Sydney. The Land Office was opened at Cootamundra in 1877. In 1881 there 
were 307 selections, most of which would be in that direction. In 1882 there were 206 selections ; in 
1883 there were 162; in 1884 there were 180; in 1885 there were 119 ; in 1886 there were 84 ; in 1887 
there were 74 ; in 1888 there were 32 ; and in 1889 there were 66. The greater number of these selec
tions would be in the direction of Temora. .
476. How much revenue is the Government receiving from the land selected in this district? In 1888 
the revenue was £11,852 ; and in 1889 it was £12,073 5s. 5d.
477. That is by yearly instalments? Yes, and other collections, but principally instalments.
478. And deposits on selections ? Yes. The land revenue for the year 1888, including instalments, was 
£14,624, and for 1889 £16,814.
479. Can you say what balance is due to the Government on conditional purchases in this district? I 
could not do so without a little calculation. The March collections for 1888 were £11,852, and for 1889 
£12,073.
480. Those figures do not include "the pastoral lease rents? No, except the conditional leases. The 
pastoral leases are station properties. They are not included
481. Have you the figures with regard to the pastoraLleases ? No. Those payments are made direct to 
the Treasury, and do not go through the local office.
482. Prom your knowledge of the district, do you anticipate that when the leasehold areas are thrown 
open to the public the land will be selected rapidly ? I think so. In fact, I feel sure of it. There is a 
demand for every available acre of land in the district.
483. So that the population will reasonably be expected to increase considerably during the next few 
years ? Certainly.
484. And the produce from the land will also proportionately increase ? Yes.
485. Do you hold the office of Eegistrar of Births ? Yes.
486. Can you tell the Committee the number of births registered within the last few years? With 
regard to the district through which this railway would run, I have nothing to do with that, because I am 
merely an Assistant-Registrar of the Gundagai district, which only extends about 5 or 6 miles, and does 
not touch the county of Bland at all. I have the returns for 1888 and 1889, but they do not touch the 
county of Bland through which this railway goes.
487. Can you say how many teams ply between Cootamundra and Temora—wheat, wool, or general teams ?
I could not give any idea as to the number, but during the last few years I have frequently had to go to 
Temora, and I have noticed a great number of teams going backwards and forwards carrying wool, wheat, 
and stores of all kinds.'
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Mr. William Miller, stock and station agent, sworn, and examined:—
488. Chair man.Where do you reside ? At Cootamundra. ’ Mr.
489. What is your occupation ? A stock and station agent. W. Miller.
490. I suppose the evidence you will give will be similar to that given by your brother, Mr. J. J. Miller ? '—' 
Yes ; I could give information concerning wool, stock, and other matters, and also in reference to the 1 ■Feb’’ 1890, 
country extending beyond Temora.
491. Perhaps you would tell the Committee what information you could give ? I have drawn a rough 
sketch of the river Lachlan from the Murrurobidgee up to its source at Porbes, showing the country inter
vening between the south-western line and the western line. The proposed line to Hillston would run 
nearly equi-distant between the two. The country lying between the Hay lino and the Bourke line is 
nearly all Crown land, and there is a very small proportion of freehold land. South of the Hay line, and 
through Riverina, it is all purchased property. The country about Hillston is all Crown land, with the 
exception of a very small proportion of purchased land. The resumed area on all those runs is nearly all 
taken up by selectors. There is a very large new population, which has come there during the last three 
or four years, since the passing of the Act of 1881. That is all good agricultural country, or nearly all
of it, and. there are* about 5,000,000 acres of Crown land between the Hay line and the river Lachlan, ' 
which this proposed railway would traverse if it went right through to Hillston or any other point on the 
Lachlan—say Cudgellieo, or any other point which may be made the terminus. There is a very large 
population of selectors there. I have been all through that country lately. All the resumed area, all 
that part open for selection—all the best of it—is already taken, and the occupants are all new families, 
principally Yictorians, and I estimate that in five years time there will be a very large area under 
agriculture.
492. And do you anticipate that when the leasehold areas are thrown open they will be readily taken up ?
The population will increase at the rate it has done during the last five years.
493. And you think there w ill be people enough to select the land comprised within the present areas ? Yes.
494. Suppose there is a railway taken from* Orange to Rorbes along to Menindie; that will circumscribo 
the distance very much between the Hay line and the Borbes-Menindie line ;—do you think there will 
then be sufficient space between the Hay line and the Forbes-Menindie line to allow of another railway 
running to Hillston ? Most decidedly. There is an enormous tract of country there.
495. What do you anticipate that these western selectors will do with their land ? They will only run
sheep until they get railway communication. 496.
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Mr.
W. Miller.
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496. Do you think it would pay to send wheat from Hillston to Sydney ? Tes. The very large area
they could put under cultivation would facilitate it. If they were only to grow small areas it might not 
pay, but the tremendous extent of country capable of being put under wheat, oats, and other crops, would 
enable them to make it pay. .
497. Do you think that the climate of Hillston and the neighbourhood would grow oats ? The climate
between Cootamundra and Hillston is much the same as it is at Cootamundra. _ _ _
498. Do oats grow at Cootamundra ? Tes. Heavy wheat crops have been grown in the district.
499. Are there any oats ? I have seen the heaviest crop of oats, or at any rate equal to anything I ever 
saw in my life, about 70 miles the other side of Temora—half way between Temora and Hillstom
500. Is the country there higher than it is here ? I should think it is about the same. There is only a
difference of 8 feet between Cootamundra and Temora, and it is nearly all level country from Temora to 
the Lachlan. ' _ ■
501. And you think the rainfall is as great at Hillston as it is at Cootamundra? Not quite. Half-way
between Temora and Hillston the rainfall for the past year was 21 inches, the same as it was at Coota
mundra. . .
502. In the meantime these new selectors to whom you refer are running sheep on the selections ? Tes. 
Of course they have not improved their land yet to enable it to carry stock to the extent that it will do.
503. These selections will all be in the Central Division ? Tes.
504. And are they taking up large areas—2,560acres? Tes. _ _
505. Then I suppose you are of opinion that if the line were extended from Temora to Hillston it would 
give accommodation to a large number of selectors ? Tes, equally as great a number, if not greater, than 
between Cootamundra and Temora.
506. And you think that all the available land in that direction is taken up already? Not all the land.
There are still some blocks. There is a great deal of land to be alienated yet, but for a distance of 100 
or 80 miles from Temora all the good country that is worth taking—that is the country on the resumed 
area—is gone, and in order to get land now they must go further back towards Hillston. _ _
507. Do you agree with your brother that all the people beyond Teo Teo, and out towards Stockinbingal
and Temora, would prefer a line to Cootamundra to a line to Wallendbeen? Tes, a line to Wallendbeen 
would inconvenience them considerably. _ _ _ _ • r j o
508. As a stock and station agent, are you in the habit of visiting the stations in the neighbourhood . 
Tes. I have visited nearly all the stations between Cootamundra and the Lachlan.
509. How long have you been in business ? Pour years. ... •
510. Can you say whether the wool clip is increasing or decreasing ? It is decreasing on the stations.
511. What is that owing to—selections ? Tes ; to the resumed area being taken up by selection. ^
512. But if the selectors are running sheep on the selections, ought not the quantity of wool to increase ?
It will in time, but at the present they are not fully stocked. Instead of putting capital into sheep they 
are applying it to improving their lands. A great many of the new selectors are not stocked,'although 
their land is capable of being stocked. _ _ • , i j
513. Is the land between Cootamundra and Teo Teo good land ? Tes ; it is all good agricultural and
grazing land. _ .
514. And all fully occupied ? Tes. There are a few reserves which are being cut up into special areas 
and thrown open, but nothing to speak of; nothing in comparison with what there is beyond Temora.
515. Do you understand farming ? Tes. _
516. Is the land between Cootamundra and Teo Teo suitable for cultivation? Tes. There are patches
which are not, but the soil is all good where it is not stony. _ _ , .
517. Where it is not stony the soil is good for cultivation, and where it is stony I suppose it is good for
grazing? Tes. . . .
518. And beyond Teo Teo, about Stockinbingal ? Por 6 miles beyond Teo Teo it is all good agricul
tural land, and then there is a belt of iron bark and scrub which runs right, through from the 
Murrumbidgee to the Lachlan Biver. This belt of country is about 6 or 8 miles wide. It is all barren 
country, good for nothing except for grazing.
519. Is it a mining country ? Tes, it is all auriferous. .
520. Has there been any gold found between Cootamundra and Temora? Tes ; there are two diggings.
521. What are they called ? There is Woodstown and what is called the Possom Power Beef. They 
are in this barren belt.
522. What has been done at Woodstown ? Both those places are worked out pretty well. There are
only a few miners there now. .
523. W here they quartz or alluvial ? Both. Possom Power was quartz ; Woodstown was alluvial and quartz.
524. Where are they located;—are they near the railway line ? The railway line runs within a few 
hundred yards of Possom Power, and within 21 miles cf Woodstown.
525. There are very few men employed at both those places ? Tery few at present.
526. There are no gold-fields at work between Cootamundra and Temora besides those two ? Not that I 
know of.
527. Were they any good when they were at work ? Tes ; good payable gold was found there while it 
lasted. In fact, throughout the whole of that country gold has been found in patches..
528. Mr. Humphery.'] Do you think it would be necessary to fence the railway line the whole way
between Stockinbingal and Temora? Tes. _ .
529. Even through that part of the country which you speak of as being rough ? It is always safe to
fence, so as to prevent stock getting on the line. _ ,
530. Tou say that 6 or 8 miles of the country is unfit for any purpose ? Unfit for agriculture or grazing.
531. Would it therefore be necessary to incur the expense of fencing the line on both sides ? I think it
would be necessary. . _
532. Chairman.'] 1 suppose there are stock running there ? It is on a run. Even on this country they
run stock, but it is merely an auxiliary to better country. . _
533. Mr. Hump hery.] Tou think then that the fencing could not be dispensed with and the cost of
construction lessened in that way ? It would be much safer to fence the line. . _
534. Would there beany difficulty in procuring the necessary timber? No, this belt of country is 
valuable for timber. There have been thousands of railway sleepers got there already, and it is not half 
worked out yet.
5.35. I suppose there is an abundance of ballast? Tes. “36.
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53G. Do you know the country between Yeo Yeo and "Wallendbeen P Yes.
537. Can you say whether there is much settlement there ? The other side of the proposed route is all 
purchased property. Berthong has 40,000 acres of purchased property, and the line runs through part of that.
538. How many farms or conditional purchases do you think there are on the northern side ? I do not 
know of any.
539. They are all on the southern side ? Yes—there are about ten, I should think.
540. Would the farmers within 3 miles of the junction of Yeo Yeo be equally served by either of the 
proposed lines ? I should certainly think that the farmers within 4 miles of the Wallendbeen side of the 
junction would never go to Wallendbeen ;—they would sooner drive to Cootamundra.
541. Assuming that the Wallendbeen line were constructed would it be more convenient than a line from 
Cootamundra to Yeo Yeo ? No, it would not.
542. Chairman.^ Why not ? In the first instance their produce is purchased by the Cootamundra 
people, and their wheat would come to Cootamundra. Their business is all done with Cootamundra.
543. But Cootamundra does not retain the wheat, but sends it on to Sydney or Groulburn ? When the 
flour-mill was at work at Cootamundra a very large quantity of the wheat was bought hero. It happens 
now, through some financial difficulty, that the mill is closed, but if it were open again all the wheat would 
be bought and ground into flour at Cootamundra.
544. Mr. Humpher>/.~\ Would not the farmers within 3 miles of the Wallendbeen side of Yeo Yeo save a 
considerable haulage in sending their wheat to Goulburn or Sydney if it went by the W'allcndbcen line P 
Yes, if they wanted to send to Sydney.
545. But irrespective'of the haulage, it would be equally convenient for them to send their produce to 
Cootamundra ? Yes.
54G. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] Where does the wool from the Hillston district go at the present time ? It goes 
to Carrathool by team, and is taken down the river to Echuca, from whence it goes to Melbourne.
547. If this line were taken on from Temora to Hillston do you think it would tap the wool trade of the 
Lachlan Elver? Yes. The wool there has to be carted 100 miles to the river, and railway communication 
would be preferable, because waggon cartage is a very heavy item.
548. Is the Lachlan Eiver navigable up to Hillston ? No, they have to take the wool up the Murrumbidgee.
549. How far is the Lachlan navigable ? Ido not know. ■
550. None of the wool comes down the Lachlan at present, but it has to be carted from Hillston to 
Car rath ool ? Ye s.
551. But do they not strike the Murrumbidgee near Hay ? Carrathool is near Hay.
552. And they ship the wool by the Murrumbidgee on to Echuca ? Yes.
553. They ship it at Carrathool to be sent down by water to Echuca? Yes.
554. How far have they to travel from Hillston to Carrathool? 100 odd miles.
555. At least 100 miles? Yes ; I should think so.
55G. And if the line Avcre taken on to' Hillston or anywhere near it there is a probabilily that it would 
tap the wool trade of the Lachlan Eiver Yalley, and bring it to Sydney instead of allowing it to go to 
Melbourne? Yes. .
557. At present none of the wool is sent on the railway at all ? It has to be carted 150 miles.
558. Do you know how many teams ply between here and Temora ? I could not say. I think about five 
regularly. In the wool season there arc a tremendous number.
559. Chairman.] Squatters have their own teams ? A lot of them have.
5G0. Mr. O' Sullivan.] Are there not regular teamsters who make it a practice to come here during the 
wool season, carrying the produce to the nearest railway station ? Yes. "
561. Do any of these professional teamsters trade between Cootamundra and Temora and Hillston? Not 
between Cootamundra and Hillston, but between Cootamundra and Temora. The Hillston goods go from Hay.
562. Then at the present time the trade of Hilston is principally done with Melbourne ? Yes.
563. Do they get their stores up from Yictoria ? Not all of them, but a very large proportion.
564. I suppose the teams that take the wool down from Hillston to Carrathool get station supplies as 
return freight ? Yes.
565. And if a railway were constructed is it likely that that trade would also be done by the Sydney side ?
Yes. ‘ '

Mr.
W. Miller.

1 Feb., 1890.

566. Is there much settlement beyond Barmedman ? Not immediately beyond Barmedman. There is a 
tract of bad country there—an iron bank and malee belt. When you get beyond that, and about 30 miles 
from Temora, the good country commences again, and goes on to the river. That is a new settlement.
567. Is the Lachlan Yalley getting settled by farmers and selectors ? Yes.
568. Is it good agricultural soil ? Yes. .
569. Does the river overflow its banks there to any extent ? Not to airy extent. The river is not a 
valley ; it merely runs through the level country and does not overflow its banks. There is no alluvial 
soil on the river.
570. Are there no floods on the Lachlan ? The water runs into billabongs.
571. Does it not at times flood the whole country ? No.
572. Have you never read telegraphic descriptions of floods on the Lachlan Eiver ? Yes, but the water 
goes off by degrees into billabongs.
573. It is good arable soil, is it not, on either side of the Lachlan Eiver ? Yes, particularly on this side.
574. Soil that is likely to grow fodder to a largo extent ? Yes, to a very large extent. ' There is an
enormous tract that could be put under wheat and oats. ‘
575. I suppose that if it were properly settled, and if a railway were carried to Hillston on the bank of the 
Lachlan there would very likely be a large trade done in fodder as well as in wool ? I consider it one of 
the most important centres in the Colony. There would also be a very large traffic between the Lachlan 
Eiver and the southern line. It is a new country and it has never been touched. The beauty of it, is 
that it is all Crown land, and the Government would derive a large revenue from the sale of country 
capable of carrying some hundreds of thousand of people, and of developing into a very large agricultural 
district.
576. Mr. Rmiphery.] What is the mileage'between Barmedman and Hillston? . I should think about 
150 miles.
577. And between Barmedman and Temora ? 22 miles.

. 578. That would be 172 miles from Temora ? I am not quite certain.
25 (a) —C Mr.
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Mr. Edward Prior Barnes, late storekeeper, sworn, and examined :— '
Mr. 579. Chairman.^ You are a resident of Cootamundra? Yes, I was formerly a storekeeper here.

E. P. Barnes, ggo. What information can you give the Committee with reference to the goods and passenger traffic 
between Cootamundra and Temora ? I am collecting some information as to the quantity of goods sent 

1 Eeb., 1890. ou^. ^ carr|ers during the past twelve months. That total is 450 tons. _ _ _
581. Is that merely an estimate or have you reliable information ? I have reliable information as to
that. _ _ ...
582. What do those goods chiefly consist of? Goods and wdre, and iron and principally lighter goods. 

" The wire and iron cannot be sent from Cootamundra on account of the differential railway rates. A large
quantity does of course go from here, hut not so much as would be the case if the differential railway 
rates were not in existence. _ _ _
583. Have these goods been carried by public teamsters ? Principally by public teams.
584. Can you say to what distance the goods have been sent beyond Temora ? To Temora and 
Barmedman, but principally to the town of Temora.
585. Can you say how many tons come this way from there ? I did hear that there were 2,000 tons of
wool but I could not say for certain. ... .
586. I suppose the people of Temora and Barmedman are in the habit of getting their stores at Coota
mundra ? Yes, the selectors are in the habit of dealing principally with Cootamundra.
587. But there are large stores in Temora ? Yes.
588. I suppose they get their goods direct from Sydney ? They get them from Sydney, round by Old 
Junee. The goods are sent from Sydney to Wagga Wagga, and are returned from there to Old Junee, 
and are sent on by teams to Temora.
589. That is on account of the differential railway rates ? Yes.
590. Have you any knowdedge with regard to the passenger traffic? No.
591. Do you know how many public teams run between Cootamundra and Temora ? About four or five 
regularly.
592. Are they horse teams ? Eight-horse teams.
593. Are there any bullock teams ? Yery few'. ' _ _
594. I suppose in the wool season the squatters mostly send the wool in by their own teams ? No. 
Generally speaking, teamsters who reside in the locality contract with the squatters to bring in their 
wool. The squatters as a rule do not now keep teams of their own ; they find it better to engage pro
fessional teamsters.
595. Do coaches ply between Cootamundra and Temora regularly ? A coach plies regularly every day.
596. One coach a day ? Yes; backwards and forwards.
597. Can you tell us who would be able to give us information with reference to coaching traffic ? I
think Mr. Eindlay, the contractor, would be the best man. ■
598. Does he represent Cobb & Co. ? No. He and his partner were with Cobh & Co.
599. I suppose they carry the mails ? Yes.
600. And there is one coach a day ? Yes.
.601. Seven times a week? Yes.
602. I understand that you have been out of business now for about a year ? Yes.
603. So that you cannot say anything about an increase in the business being done ? No. ,
604. Mr. O'Sullivan.'] How far out from Cootamundra in the direction of Temora do the shopkeepers of 
this town do business ? I think they do business nearly as far as Barmedman, but principally on this 
side of Temora. The principal business is done about 25 miles out from Cootamundra.
605. All the people out that way must regard Cootamundra as their business centre ? Yes, they do.
606. Do you know if any produce is sent to Junee or to Old Junee ? Not from this side of Temora.
607. Erom the farmers on the Temora side ? Yes. I think some wheat goes from the Mimosa side.
Some goes to Coolamon and some goes to Junee. _
608. Why does it go to those places ? Because that is the nearest railway communication.
609. Would this proposed railway be likely to tap that trade ? It would most undoubtedly do so.
610. They would then be much nearer to the Temora line than to Junee ? Yes.
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Mr. William Hall Matthews, general storekeeper, sworn, and examined:—
^MaUke-vra' GIT- Chairman.] Where do you reside ? In Cootamundra.

612. Are you in business ? Yes, as a general storekeeper.
1 Eeb., 1890. 613. Have you been long a resident of Cootamundra ? Eor sixteen years. •

614. Eor how many years have you been in business ? During the whole of that period.
615. Do you find the trade with people lying west of Cootamundra increasing or decreasing ? Yery
materially increasing. _ _
616. I suppose you account for that by the increase of population in that direction ? Yes. Until some 
nine years ago there was very little population there. Since then it has increased very considerably, is 
still increasing, and will continue to increase.
617. Can you say how many tons of goods you send out to the westward in the direction of the proposed 
railway during the year ? I cannot say exactly, but I should roughly estimate the quantity at 100 tons.
618. How many storekeepers are there in Cootamundra besides yourselves ? There are two doing nearly 
as much business as ourselves, and a good many smaller ones. There must be three large firms, and 
about five or six smaller ones.
619. Three firms doing as much business as yourself? Not as much business—we do the largest
business. _
620. I suppose we can reckon that there would be 300 or 350 tons of goods sent from Cootamundra in a 
year ? I should scarcely think so, because the other two stores do not go in for the farmers’ trade as 
largely as we do.
621. Do you think the farmers are tolerably prosperous ? Yes, particularly prosperous.
622. Have you any difficulty in getting your payments ? None, with those who are careful and indus
trious. There are the usual exceptions, hut those who are careful and industrious have all done well.
623. You find them generally having payable crops ? Excepting last year, when the season was excep
tional. This year they are about 20 per cent, above the average. 624.
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You think they will be able to save money this year ? Well, they had a had year last vear to pull Mr. W. H. 
up^ This year, on the whole, will more than recover the liabilities of the district for the last two years. - Matthews. 
62o. I suppose you reckon that in general terms the farmers of the district are reasonably prosperous P 
Yes. .1 Feb,, 1890.
626. Able to pay their way and do a little more ? Yes.
627. _ Have you any^ knowledge with reference to the reserves in the district ? Yes, I can give you some 
particulars concerning them. In the first place, there is a large reserve at the railway station for railway 
.purposes. Lying west from the town about a few miles there is a large reserve which had been recently 
subdivided, but which has been withdrawn from sale waiting for the railway.
628. Is that reserve No. 1,798 P It is a timber reserve, and is still intact.' '
629. What is the number of that reserve ? It is part of the suburban boundary within the population
area, and is about 3 miles out. . r r
630. How many acres does it comprise ? About 1,000 acres.
631. What other reserves are there? The next reserve is at Stockingbingal-it is a travelling stock
reserve, No. 1,157. ° o »
632. Does that remain intact? Yes. Water reserve No. 187 has been alienated. Then there is water 
reserve No. 1,017 and reserve No. 15, and reserve No. 55.—These three have not been surveyed, and have 
still been retained as reserves.
633. Are they required as water reserves in the interests of the public ? No, they are not required . 
nor thehnot 0n the Selling-stock route ? You have a travelling-stock route to the south-east.
635. But is there any water on travelling-stock reserve 1,157 ? I do not think there is
636. Then they would not require the water that is on these reserves ? There is a reserve lower down 

’ T ? j®8®176 °? • Pmg-,a I)mgl ? That is adjoining the proposed village of Stockingbingal.
637. And do you advise that those reserves should be cancelled and thrown open for settlement ? That
reserve 1 would, or a portion of it. * .
638. Those are known as the Yeo Yeo water reserves, I suppose ? Yes
639. Could you say how many acres they contain ? The reserve is approximately 1* miles square. There 
is m addition, a reserve at the village of Stockingbingal about 600 acres. There are only two half-acres

640. Are there any other reserves ? There is a water reserve No. 1,017 near Stockingbingal.
641. Can you say whether that is good land ? Yes, it is splendid land.
642. And the other reserves to which you have referred—are they ail good lands ? Eeally good land.
643. Band that could be taken up for settlement ? Yes, if it were thrown open
thhik''S)itl1 referenCe t0 Water reserve No- i-017—is *at required for water purposes? I do not

645. Suppose a town were formed at Stockingbingal, would .there be a water supply for it? There is a
deep creek which runs for about four or five months in the year. It is the head of the Bland Creek
nt'n w-ntr1ere,any1vtller res1erves ? There is the leasehold area which will be thrown open in July.
647. Will the travel mg-stock reserves all be required ? They may be, but there is a lot of country that
has not been selected. J
648. Although the lands were measured, they have been locked up from selection by beino- included in
the leasehold area ? Yes. jo

And tbe whole,of tliese will be taken up as soon as they are thrown open ? Yes, every one
of them will be taken up on the first land office day. J
6o0. Are there any others ? Out at G-undabingal there is a large amount of land which has not been 
selected. This is principally a travelling-stock route.
6jP. Put P*ese travelling-stock routes must be preserved to enable people to get stock to and fro ? Still 
adjoining these there is a large area of Grovernment land. There are some large forest reserves in con
nection with these which could be thrown open. The timber is of no use at all. In some cases it is, but 
in other cases it has only been an excuse to have the land reserved. Then at Combaning there is an 
immense timber reserve. °
6o2. Is that good land also ? It is nearly all good land. There is a ridge of ironbark on which some 

.valuable timber for sleepers could be obtained. The estimate given for sleepers I consider too high 
because they cost 3s. 6d. delivered here according to Government contract. But as these would be largely 
oro™x^r0Und’ at, n.° Tery, distance the estimate for sleepers could be very much reduced.
aa’j. W011^d k® desirable to keep the forests where the ironbark grows, reserved?
Most decidedly. • & ’
604. You would not have them destroyed ? No, I would reserve the ironbark, but I would throw open 

le good agricultural land because when you get away from the ironbark you come into the box country,
where the timber is not of much use. J
605. Are there any others ? Lying north of Gundabingal is Dinga-Dinga, where is situated the 
Narraburra reserve comprising from 20,000 to 30,000 acres, the bulk of which is the finest land in the- 
district. At present it is embraced within the leasehold area, but immediately it is thrown open there 
will be a tremendous number of applicants for it. In fact the other day a private coach was taken to 
convey eight persons from Victoria to go out and inspect, so as to be ready to select.
656. Are there any more ? That is m the parish of Narraburra. There is a further portion of timber 
reserve 437. Again there are reserves shown in the parish of Trigalong. All this land which is num- 
immediately* t^rown °Pen ^or selection. It has been measured recently, and is to be thrown open

f-f7-,? f^PP?86/011 no|: S0:ae lnf° anJ calculation as to how many thousand acres will be available in 
tiie chstnct? Approximately, I am given to understand, about 35,000 acres, fit-for settlement; that is, 
within a radius of say 15 miles of Temora. •
658. And the whole of this is on the route to Temora ? Yes, and adjacent to Temora.

59. It W'ould all be benefited by the railway ? Yes. In the parish of Temora again there are many 
arge reserves which are at the present locked up. A large proportion of these are to be thrown open. 

In liianownng there are very large areas of reserves. i
660. But these are within the Temora gold-fields reserves ? Still they can be thrown open and taken up 
under the 15th section In the parish of Culingeria there is a considerable quantity of land in reserves. 
Ihe larger portion of the parish is reserved. If this land were thrown open it would be almost 
immediately selected. r gg2
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Mr. W. H. 661. And you think there would be no difficulty in finding the people as soon as the land is made avail-
Matthews. p IsTot the slightest difficulty, binding land for the people is the difficulty at the present time.

i A Tqoo It is hardly any use asking you whether you are in favour of the line being made from Cootamundra
A. e '—you are, I suppose, very much in favour of it ? Yes, I am. Personally I am of course interested m

the line bein;; brought to Cootamundra, but I am influenced in my opinion by a broader view m the 
interests of the whole district. As the centre of trade Cootamundra has superior claims. The land office 
is here, the mails go to and from here, the principal business of the back country is centred m Coota
mundra, and although there would be a saving in haulage to Sydney if the line were taken to Wallendbeen, 
this advantage would be more than counter-balanced by the inconvenience which would be experienced by 
the people of the surrounding districts having access to Temora being obliged to come to Cootamundra 
via Wallendbeen. _ . t a *-
666. But as far as the mails are concerned you know of course that if the line were constructed to 
Wallendbeen they would go bv train ? At the same time those on the present mail route would be 
inconvenienced. I would point out that it is the intention to establish large flour mills at Cootamundra, 
so that instead of sending the wheat away we would grind it ourselves. Therefore it is not to be 
expected that the wheat will always be sent to Sydney. A farmer growing 200 acres of wheat would 
produce approximately 100 tons. The saving he would effect by sending it via Wallendbeen instead of via 
Cootamundra, the haulage being 9 miles less, would be about £5. Ho does not grow wheat all the year. 
But against this saving there is this view of the case—he does his business in Cootamundra, and if he got 
10 tons of goods in a year, he would receive them, Mas Wallendbeen, and they would^ have to travel a 
distance of 14 miles more than would be the case, if they went, via Cootamundra. This in itself would 
mean a cost of £3. Then, take it for granted that he comes into town once a fortnight, the railway 
would lose his fare, as he would ride into Cootamundra, in preference to incurring the extra cost of going 

* by Wallendbeen. _ _ . . ..
664. 3Ir. IIumph(?rij.~\ Are you aware of the cost of construction of this proposed line ? I am informed 
by the surveyors that the cost would be very slight, because there are no earth-works on the l'lle-
665. The cost of the line is estimated at £138,000. Interest upon that sum would be nearly £5,000 a
year, and the working expenses of the railway would be £7,500 a year. These two sums would make a 
total of £12,500. Is there any prospect of the earnings of the line paying the working expenses within 
a reasonable time of its opening, and eventually the interest on the cost of construction ? I am certain 
it would be one of the best paying lines in the Colony from five to sevenyears after it was opened. I base 
my remarks on this fact, that the country is taken up by bona fide selectors—men who have gone upon 
the land with the sole object of making a home for themselves as the selectors have done around Coota
mundra, and the very fact of having a railway will assist them to do this. If they do not get a railway, 
it may be only a question of time for the land to revert into the pastoral holdings.. To a very large 
extent, the run-owners will buy out the selectors and the population on the soil will be limited. The greater 
the population, the greater will be the chance of a railway paying, and it is on that fact that 1 base my 
opinion that the Temora line if constructed will pay handsomely as years go on, because you do not end 
at Temora. When you get to Temora, you find many miles of good country beyond. At the present 
time I am sending goods a distance of 60 miles beyond Temora to bona fide selectors. Many of them have 
gone out, and are going out, on the prospect of the Temora line being constructed, and of their being 
thus placed in closer connection with civilization than they are at present. _ .
666. So that you believe that this will be within a very short period, a reproductive work ? I. feel certain
it will be as reproductive as any other railway of its character in the Colony. _
667. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] You are the Secretary of the 'Railway League—have you had anything to do with 
preparing the statistics and data that have been furnished to the Committee 7 Ho.

, 668. Can you guarantee that they are correct? I fully believe they are; I accept them as correct myself,
knowing the parties who collected them. .
669. You are prepared to swear that to the best of your belief they are correct ? Most decidedly. There 
is one remark I wish to make. You cannot take the goods traffic from the Cootamunda railway station 
as any criterion of the quantity of goods that go to Temora, because in consequence of the differential 
railwmy rates, I do not think that more than a quarter of the goods that are taken to Temora go 
Cootamundra. The differential railway rates have acted very prejudicially to the interests ot Cootamundra. 
Goods can be taken to Wagga Wagga, and taken by teams to Temora cheaper than they can be conveyed 
via Cootamundra.

20 PAELIAMEXTAUY STANDING COMMITTEE OS' PUBLIC WOItKS.

' Herbert Stafford, Esq., Manager of the Commercial Bank, Cootamundra, sworn, and examined
H. Stafford 670. Chairman.] Are you a resident of Cootamundra? Yes. _

Esq. 671. What is your occupation? I am Manager of the Commercial Bank.
672. Mr. Humphery.] How long have been in Cootamundra ? About five years and a half. _

1 Feb., 1890. 673. Can you say if the number of your depositors has appreciably increased during that period ? The 
number has wonderfully increased. _
674. Quadrupled ? Yes, fully ; I may mention that during the last six months, two banks have opened 
here, making five in all in the town. This fact affords some proof of the stability of the district.
675. Have your operations extended to Temora ? They have extended even further than Temora. ^
676. Are branches of any of the Sydney banks established at Temora? Yes, two; the Bank of INew 
South Wales and the Joint Stock Bank.
677. Have you any customers between here and Temora ? Yes ; several. _ _ _
678. What are they—conditional purchasers? Earmers growing wheat, and combining wheat with sheep.
679. Can you speak as to the general prosperity of the district r Yes ; knowing most men in the district, 
I can say that those who have tried to get on have succeeded. If a man is industrious and attends to 
his business, he is certain to get on.
680. You regard the district as financially sound ? Very sound indeed. _
681. You have made no bad debts during the time you have been here ? Ho. Of course I might lose a 
few small unsecured debts, such as a loan of £5, but no secured accounts.
682. Can you say if there are mortgages over many of the holdings ? I should say that nearly every 
holding was mortgaged. There are exceptions. It is a young district, being only about thirteen years 
old. Earmers from all parts of the Colony came here. They saw the country, and knowing that it would

not
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not remain long unsold, they secured as much as they possibly could of it. They had to mortgage their 
holdings in order to take up other lands, and now they are in such a position that they could all clear out A ‘ ^
and go away with a fair independence. _ 1 Feb., 1890.
083. And pay off all incumbrances on their holdings ? Yes ; they could easily do it. .
684*. Have you formed ony opinion as- to whether the proposed railway from Cootamundra to Temora - 
would, within a reasonable period after its opening, pay working expenses, and, in the course of time, 
interest on the cost of construction ? At first I do not think it would pay, but if it were carried on past 
Temora to Barmedman, and eventually further west, it would be a very paying line.
685. Do you think it will pay if it stops at Temora? Well, I would not like to say that. I think the 
further it goes out the better it will pay. It will open up more traffic and increase the value of the 
Government land, which will fetch a higer price.
686. And you think that the proceeds of the Crown lands would help to pay for the cost of construction ?
I am certain of it.

MIJfUTES OF ETIDENCE—RAILWAY FROM COOTAMUYDRA TO TEMORA.

Mr. Albert Henry Davies, postmaster, sworn, and examined:—
687. Chairman^' You are a resident of Cootamundra, and occupy the position of Postmaster ? Yes.
688. How long have you been in that position ? Two years.
689. Can you give the Committee any information as to whether the postal business in the direction of 
Temora is increasing? The local business has vastly increased since I came here.
690. I suppose you do not make up the mails for Temora ; they are made up in Sydney ? We make up 
a local mail for Temora ; that has not increased very much.
691. Has it not rather decreased since the gold rush ? I was not here at the time of the gold-fields.
692. Then what is the case as regards the postal business between Cootamundra, Stockinbingal, and
Temora, and around in that neighbourhood ? 1 should think it has slightly increased.
693. Not to any material extent ? No.
694. Could you form any decisive opinion, from the amount of correspondence, as to whether or not the 
population between Cootamundra and Temora is increasing very much ? I should not think so.
695. You make up a return every quarter ? Yes.
696. What increase does that return showr ? It does not show the correspondence between here and 
Temora, but only the total number of letters actually posted in the office.
697. That would apply rather to the Cootamundra business ? Yes, simply to Cootamundra.
698. Is there any appreciable increase in the business of your office ? That has increased since I have 
been here to the extent of about thirty or forty letters in the quarter.
699. Have you also to do with the telegraph office ? Yes.
700. Is there any increase in the telegraph business ? There has boon a slight increase during the last 
twelve months. The telegraph receipts in 1889 increased about £12 beyond the revenue for 1888.
701. That applies to the whole of the district? Yes.
702. You could not separate any portion of the district, and say what increase applies between Coota
mundra and Temora ? No ; there is nothing to show that.
703. Mr. O'SullivanP\ How many mails a davr do you send out from the Cootamundra office—general 
mails ? Twelve or thirteen.
704. How many of your mails go to Temora and to the west and east of Temora ? We make up direct 
for Temora and the intermediate stations—three, 1 think.
705. There would be no mails going away to the cast and -west ? No ; we have nothing beyond Temora. 
We make up direct for Temora, and they branch off and make up from that office.

Mr.
A. H. Davies.

1 Feb., 1890.

Mr. William Hall Matthews, general storekeeper, sworn, and further examined:—
706. Mr. Humphery.1 Are you aware that the Bailway Commissioners recommend that the land necessary Mr. W. H.
for the construction of the line should be conveyed to the Department by the owners free of cost? I saw Matthews, 
such a suggestion in the report of the Commissioners. ' n
707. Do you know whether the owners of the land that would be traversed by the line from Cootamundra 1 'Feb'’ 1890, 
to Temora would be willing to convey their land free of cost ? I think some of them would. I am 
instructed, on behalf of one gentleman, to say that it will be done as far as he is concerned. His land is
on the other side of Stockinbingal. It could hardly be expected that for some distance outside of the 
town owners would give their land free of cost, because they wmuld gain no benefit whatever. The owner 
to whom I refer is Mr. Joseph Stokes. The line will probably run for about a mile through some property 
of my own, and I shall be quite willing to give that land. There is only a question of getting a water 
supply, which might be a matter of compensation, but as far as the land itself is concerned I am willing 
to convey it to the Government.

Mr. Joseph Stokes, land-owner, sworn, and examined
708. Chairman.'] Where do you reside ? At Stockinbingal. Mr. J. Stokes.
709. You are the owner of some land in that neighbourhood ? Yes ; about 623 acres.
710. And the proposed railway would traverse that land for about a mile ? For about 35 chains. 1 Feb., 1890.
711. As far as the surveyed line traverses that land are you willing to convey the land to the railway 
authorities free of cost if the line is constructed through your property ? Yes.
712. I suppose you are not in a position to say whether any of your neighbours would be willing to do 
the same ? I could not say.
713. What is the land wmrth in your neighbourhood ? About £3 an acre.
714. That is if the instalments were paid up ? No ; as it stands now'.
715. With how much paid ? About 7s.
716. And you estimate that it is now wmrth about £3 ? Yes.
717. Does that include improvements, such as fencing? That wmuld be the price if you were selling out 
a selection with improved and unimproved land together. Of course there would be improvements'on it 
—fencing and dams.
718. And you would estimate the general value of the land in the district at about £3 an acre ? Yes ; 
that would be the value of the selections. I do not mean unimproved land.
719. Farms ? Yes. 720.



908

Mr. J. Stokes. 720. Arc you carrying on farming? Tes. .
^21. "What is the general average yield of your crops ? Trom about eighteen to twenty bushels of wheat 

e •’ 0‘ to the acre. That was the yield this year. I cultivated 130 acres.
722. Do you grow anything else besides wheat ? Tes ; corn, potatoes, and vegetables of all sorts.
723. Is the wheat free from rust ? The early wheat was.
724. The later wheat is suffering from rust ? Tes. All the late wheat out there had the rust.
725. What is about the general yield of potatoes—how many tons per acre ? It depends on the season.
726. How many tons do you generally get ? This year was a good one, and I suppose the yield would 
be between 4 and 5 tons to the acre.
727. Do you find wheat or potatoes more profitable ? Wheat is the surest crop.
728. Wheat is the main stay ? Tes.
729. Is there any fruit grown in the district ? There will be after a few years. It is only a new place
about where I am. '
730. I suppose there is very little dairying carried on? With some of them there is.
731. Any big farms? All the farms have a few pigs..
732. But none of them have gone into the business extensively ? No ; they have not gone into dairying
alone. ‘
733. Only keeping pigs to eat up their potatoes ? Tes. Every farmer has a few pigs of his own.

. 734. Do they find growing wheat or running sheep the more profitable ? Most of them grow wheat and
run sheep too.
735. They combine agriculture with grazing ? Tes.
736. And from your experience do you think the farmers generally are in a really prosperous state ? 
Well, I do not know. I can only speak for myself.
737. Tou have nothing to complain of ? No.
738. So long as you get good crops and good prices I suppose you will be able to do reasonably well ? 
Tes; if we could get our crops to market cheaper.
739. Mr. O'Sullivan.'] How long does it take a selector to get upon his feet in a district like this ? That 
depends upon what sort of a man he is.
740. An ordinary industrious man ? It would also depend upon what sort of a start he had.
741. Suppose he starts, as many do, with little or nothing ? It would take him a good while now.
742. Eour years ? Tes, twice that.
743. Chairman.] Can you give the Committee a fair idea as to the average profits per acre derivable from 
wheat culture; that is to say, the net profits after taking into account the cost of ploughing and sowing, 
as well as the cost of seed-wheat and of reaping and stripping and getting your wheat to market;—about 
how much per acre do you reckon to make, clear net profit ? I could not tell you. I never reckoned it 
up that way. I know there is not much in it if you have to pay for a lot of labour, and pay Is. 6d. per 
bag for the carriage of the wheat to the railway station.
744. Tou think the construction of this railway would be a material benefit to the farmers ? Tes.
745. Mr. O' Sullivan.] Do you know of any persons who are likely to take tip selections in this district? 
Tes; I know any number of people who would do so if there was land available.
746. Tou are aware that there will be land thrown open in July in the shape of leasehold areas ? Tes ; 
but a lot of that land is poorish land—-grazing land—say half ; and half will be second-class land.
747. Did not the squatters take the best half of their runs into the leasehold areas in 1884? That I could 
not say.
748. It would be very natural for them to do so ? Tes ; but perhaps they could not do so, because it
may have been all taken up before. '
749. Tou know they all fixed their own dividing-line ? Tes.
750. And they would very naturally select the better portion for the leasehold ? Tes.
751. These lands are now falling in, and therefore the chances are that they are better land than that on 
the resumed areas. That being so, do you think that these lands are likely to be taken up rapidly ? Tes, 
if they are thrown open.
752. ITould an ordinary industrious selector in about four years get on his feet with land like this ? Tes,
with fair seasons. . .
753. We may therefore look for a thriving agricultural settlement on these areas within four years ? Tes. 
There is a lot of reserves embracing the best land about there locked up.
754. But do you think that we can look for the successful settlement, or the industrious settlement, of 
tbe leasehold areas within four years time from this ? Tes.
755. And those who get on the reserves of which you speak will have an advantage, and be more likely to
be prosperous than the others ? Tes. '
756. Mr. Humpher?/.] In estimating the value of land at £3 an acre, would you include the cultivated 
land ? I include the wdiole selection right through. If you had a selection with unimproved and improved 
land you would let it go together.

■22 PAELIAHENTABY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

Mr. T. 
M‘Beath.

1 Feb., 1890.

Mr. Thomas M‘Beath, builder and contractor, sworn and examined:—
757. Chairman. Where do you reside ? At Cootamundra. .
758. What is your business ? I am a builder and contractor, and have lately added a saw-mill to my 
business.
759. Where is the saw-mill ? In the town. „
760. Where do you obtain the limber ? During the last six or nine months I have obtained it principally 
from between Cootamundra and Temora—about half-way; but on account of the scarcity of teams during 
the wheat and wool seasons w-e have had to bring a good portion of the timber from near Narrandera. 
As soon as the teams are available wo shall commence to bring the timber again from the same place.
761. What kind of timber have you been sawing ? Both pine and hardwood.
762. What kind of hardwood ? Ironbark and white box principally, and stringybark occasionally.
763. What size do you cut the logs? A size that will give marketable timber.
764. About what diameter and what length ? The diameter will be from 12 to 18 inches, or an average, 
I suppose, of about 16 inches ; and as regards length, the timber we have been getting in lately will, I 
suppose, average 20 feet.
765. This will apply to both pine and hardwood ? Tes. . 7651,
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765i. And istliere a good supply of pine ? From inquiries I have made, I am given to understand that 
there is a good supply of timber. Several of the reserves referred to by Mr. Matthews contain marketable 
timber. .
76G. The whole of the best timber is reserved ? Tes, and a good deal of it is on leasehold land held by 
the stations. Of course it is available for timber-getting under a license.
767. Still it is included within the timber reserves? Just so.
768. Which you consider is a desirable thing ? The leasehold land would not be reserved, but most of the 
timber we have been getting has been on Crown land.
769. But the leasehold area would also include timber reserves ? Yes. We have not yet touched what
is strictly know as the timber reserves. They are rather far out. The leasehold and other Crown lands 
are more convenient. '
770. Did you say ironbark or redgum ? Ironbark.
771. 1 suppose there is a reasonable amount of timber that would do for railway sleepers.—Is there a 
reasonable supply of ironbark with a diameter of from 12 to 14 inches and about 30 feet in length ? That 
is rather long. The timber out there does not run so long as the timber you find growing on the coast. 
It is very good, and about the best quality of timber that could be had for sleepers, because it is very 
dense, hard, and sound. Sleepers have been procured from there continuously since the commencement, 
and even before the commencement of railway construction in the district. I can recollect that before 
the line ran to Cootamundra many thousands of sleepers were procured from that direction and used on 
the railway.
772. Tou think there would be plenty of timber there now for sleepers ? There are several contracts
there now being executed, and there does not seem to be any scarcity of timber. '
773. And timber for bridges—(say) 30 feet in length ? Tes. I am certain that a fair quantity of timber 
could be procured of that size. It would have to be picked as most of the timber is shorter.
774. Timber that would square 12 inches and 12 by 14 ? Tes. We have been paying at the rate of over 
£300 a year for carting timber by teams from these forests.
775. I suppose you would expect to get it in cheaper if the railway were built? We should get it in
cheaper, but only if the line came direct to Cootamundra ; because if we had to take it to Wallendbeen and 
bring it back this way again we should be in the same position that we are now, and we might just as well 
cart by teams. '
776. You think you would not be able to shift your mill to Wallendbeen? Well, the local consumption 
here is considerable, amounting to between 250,000 feet and 300,000 feet a year, and there is a big market 
for timber from Grundagai to Tumut and in that direction. But on account of the heavy freight from 
Narrandera, where most of the timber comes from, they use local timber, although they prefer the pine.
777. Are you in the habit of sending timber to the neighbourhood of Tumut by train? We have sent 
some, but a good deal of timber goes in that direction from the Narrandera line. I know, however, that 
the timber off that line for a distance of 15 or 20 miles from the back of the railway is pretty well cut out, 
and in the course of two or three years the marketable pine will have disappeared altogether. The best 
forests that are now within reach of this centre are towards Barmedman.
778. What timber grows there ? What they call the Lachlan pine.. It is very valuable timber. I am 
credibly informed that there are splendid forests out in that direction.
779. Grood-sized trees ? Tes.
780. If the railway were constructed I suppose you would anticipate a large business in timber ? Tes. 
A large proportion of the up-traffic from Narrandera to Junee consists of timber. There is a very large 
consumption of timber in the district round Cootamundra. Therefore, I feel sure that if facilities were 
afforded for bringing the timber from the Barmedman country a very large trade would be done, because 
the length of carriage would be shorter, and the timber is of a better quality ; besides which the timber 
forests on the south-western line are being quickly worked out.
781. Tour mill is at present occupied cutting timber at Narrandera? No ; we are drawing timber from 
about half-way to Temora by teams.
782. What do you pay ? We are paying in freight from that direction about £300 a year.
783. How many teams are employed? We can keep four employed, but sometimes we can only get two.
784. Can you get a ready sale for the timber you cut ? Tes. We have no difficulty. We have no stock
at all. Everything is sold as fast as it is cut. -
785. Do you send it to G-oulburn ? No.
786. And your business all consists of local trade ? Tes, and within a radius of 50 miles.
787. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] Do I understand you to say that this hardwood timber exists along the railway 
route? Tes, for a distance of 5 or 6 miles. The reserves referred to by a previous witness contain 
timber.
788. This timber could therefore be utilized for railway purposes ? Tes.
789. Have you noticed travelling that way if there is a supply of ballast which might also be utilized ? I 
have not taken particular notice, but the ranges are so stony that I do not think there can be any doubt 
about it.

Mr. T.
. M'Beath.

1 Feb., 1890.

Mr. Thomas Parker, senior-sergeant of police, sworn, and further examined :—
790. Chairman^] Can you give the Committee any further information with regard to the yield of wheat Mr. 
in the Cootamundra district ? The number of acres of wheat grown last year was 19,713, and the aggre- T- Parker.
gate yield amounted to 394,891 bushels. In 1885 the number of acres of wheat grown was 12,121, ---- .
yielding 149,904 bushels. 1 Feb., 1890.

Mr. Haines Thomas Griddy, railway station-master, sworn, and examined:—
791. Chairman.] Tou are railway station-master at Cootamundra ? Tes. Mr.
792. How long have you occupied that position ? A little over eight and a half years. ' H. T. Giddy.
793. Can you give the Committee any information with reference to the traffic between Cootamundra and ^
Temora? I have no record of the passengers, but I can give you an outline of the parcel traffic. Eor the 1 Eeb-. 1890. 
last two years the parcel traffic has averaged about £6 10s. a month : that is the traffic goinn bv coach to
Temora. .
794. Booked through from Sydney ? Tes—passing through our office for Temora and going by coach.

795.
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Mr. 795, j)0 y0U think there has been any increase during the last six or twelve months ? At the beginning 
H. T. Giddy. of 188S t-]ie traffic was from about £3 xog. upwards, and at the end of last year it went up as high as £10.

^9(3. Then that shows clear evidence of an increase? It shows an increase for the latter end of last year. 
6 ’ ' 797. Tou have no means of telling what has been sent away from the Temora district ? To.

798. And the same with the wool ? With regard to the wool, I could give the tonnage that has gone
through the station. I daresay the Committee would be able to deduct the local wool from that, and the 
result would give a fair outline of what the wool traffic from the Temora district would be. Por 1889 the 
wool traffic was a little over 800 tons. That was the total passing through Cootamundia. Last year 
there were 4,375 bales of wool. , . . .
799. Do you know whether the stations round Temora, and out in the direction of Hillston, send their 
wool this way or to Yictoria ? I have no idea.
800. Wright, Heaton, & Co., have an agent here? Yes, they have an agent of their own, but Mr.
Bobert Perry has done the greatest part of the wool trade during the last season. I might say that as a 
rough estimate, the goods traffic from Cootamundra to the Temora district would be equal to about 37 or 
38 tons per month. I refer to the goods passing through the railway office. But as tar as I can under
stand that only represents a small proportion of what really belongs to the Temora district. I understand 
that three or four teams draw from .Junee, and that there arc teams drawing also from Wagga Wagga to 
Temora. I believe also that teams draw to Temora from Old Junee and from Coolaman. I am told that 
there are at least seven or eight teams engaged drawing goods from Wagga Wagga, Old Junee, and 
Coolaman, to the Temora district. ,
801. If the proposed railway were constructed, the whole of that traffic would go through Cootamundra . 
Yes. A line to Temora would take the whole of that traffic, and would land the goods at the township
direct.
802. The earnings of the railway would only be between Temora and Cootamundra? The earnings, of 
course, as far as the railway is concerned, "would be ou the traffic between Cootamundra and Temora. 
The goods go from WLgga TYagga and Old Junee to Temora instead of from Cootamundra, owing to the
differential rates. i a i a i
803. There "would be no increase in the earnings of the railway from Cootamundra to oydne}'. . under
the differential rate system it is cheaper to send goods from Sydney to Wagga Wagga than it is from 
Sydney to Cootamundra. If the goods could be taken to Temora by railway direct it would be an 
advantage to the district, although of course as far as the receipts of the Eailway Department are con
cerned, there would be very little difference. ■ j i jj.- i ..
804. Mr. Humphery.^ Will you give the Committee some idea of the operation of the differential rate 
system as it affects Cootamundra ? I think the following figures will give you some idea of how the 
system works : 6 tons of goods from Sydney to Wagga Wagga "would cost £20, and the cost of conveyance 
back to Junee would bo £4. The cost of road carriage from Junee to Temora. would be £9, making a 
total of £39, which the carriage of the G tons would cost from Sydney to Temora. Six tons of the same 
class of goods from Sydney to Cootamundra would cost £38 Os. Gd. Add. to this the £9 for road carnage 
to Temora, and you have a total of £47 as against £39, the treight to Temora "Wagga Wagga and 
Junee. There is also to be considered the haulage from Cootamundra to Wagga Wagga. Ihc freight of 
G tons of goods from Sydney to Junee at the mileage rate is £4111s. Gd., which, with the charge of £9 tor 
road carriage to Temora, makes a total freight of over £50. I estimate that the freight by railway from 
Sydney to Temora direct would bo about the same as the freight on the goods landed at Junee.
805. Mr. O’ Sullivan.'] Have you ever been manager of a terminal station ? To. _ '
80G. Do you know from what distance a terminus would draw traffic to a railway station . I have no 
idea. It would depend upon the circumstances of the locality, particularly as regards population.
807. Prom how far out in the direction of Temora does the Cootamundra railway station draw wool.
Prom somewhere about Barmedman—about from 60 to 80 or 90 miles. _ _
808. Then if the line were pushed on to Temora, and that were the terminus, it would probably draw 
traffic from a distance of from GO to 80 miles ? It would all depend of course upon the amount ot
settlement. , rp r j-u t -li t>-809. If there was a station at Temora it would very likely draw the wool traffic from the Lachlan Tuver 
and the neighbourhood of Hillston? There is no doubt it would draw from a greater distance m piopoi- 
tion as the line was extended. I could not say in what direction the stations lie from which the wool is 
sent. Possibly they might send their wool via Young or away out to the western line.
810. At present they may do that, but if the railway were pushed out to Temora, would they not be very
likely to utilize the station there instead of going to Young or Coolaman ? There is no doubt that if it 
were nearer to them and more advantageous, they would use it. _ .. ..
811. Then if the line went to Temora it would be likely to tap a portion of the wool trade that now goes 
to Yictoria? I cannot say what districts may be sending wool to Victoria. .
812. At all events we should draw some of the wool from the southern portion of the Hillston district. 
There is no doubt a railway would draw wool which during last year went to the south-west line towards
Tarrandera and that way. . ,
813. In your evidence "just now you gave the number of parcels, and the tonnage of goods that went 
through vour station to Temora; I presume that would net represent anything like the trade that is 
going on^between Cootamundra and Temora? To; I do not suppose it would. That is simply what passes 
through Cootamundra.

‘ Mr. Bichard Corbett, coach proprietor, sworn, and examined :—
Mr 814. Chairman!] You are a resident of Temora? Yes._ 0 T

R. Corbett. 815. Arc you the proprietor of the line of coaches running between Cootamundra and lemora; I a
/--- *—^ one of the proprietors. .

. 1 Fefi., 1890. 81G. Is yours the only line of coaches that runs ? Other coaches go occasionally.
817. You run every day I suppose ? Yes, Sunday included.
818. Have you the mail contract for the year? Yes. . . ,,
819. How often do the other coaches run? I could not say exactly : probably about once a mon i. 
"Whenever any sports are held, or on any other holiday occasion three or four coaches run; bu* ^
coaches are the only ones running regularly. ■ ■ ■ •
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820. How many horses do you drive? Four. _ r'
821. How many passengers do you take? On an average about five a day both ways—about two in and
three out. . x
822. So that the total passenger trafiie would amount to (say) two to Temora, and three back? Tes. ’
823. Tou are not including in your coach traffic the passengers that you pick up and drop pn the road, 
but only those going right through ? Exactly. '
824. As a matter of fact I suppose you do take up other passengers on the road ? Tes, every . day '
almost. .
825. Can you say what parcel traffic you have ? We have a very large parcel traffic—as much as we can - 
take. In fact we cannot take it all as a rule. This includes goods obtained from the goods’ shed. .
826. And you carry the mails both ways ? Tes.
827. "What is the amount of your contract for carrying the mail ? We get £155 a year.
828: Mr. Humphery.'] How many passengers do you think are carried by private vehicles between Temora 
and Cootamundra ? I think there are more than travel by coach. I think on an average at. least three 
or four a day travel by private traps in addition to those who are carried on special occasions by other 
■coaches. .
829. So that you think the total traffic would be about 10 daily ? I think it would be more than that all
the year round. .
830. Have you any objections to say what your receipts per month are for passenger and parcel traffic ? 
Somewhere near about £140 a month.
831. Is that inclusive of what you get for carrying the mail ? No, exclusive. I could not tell you the 
amount exactly, but it is somewhere near the sum I have mentioned. A considerable amount would have 
to be deducted for trainage.
832. Can you say approximately what you have to deduct for trainage ? Erom £40 to £50 a month,
833. Then you think your earnings are £90 a month, exclusive of £12 a month for the mail? Tes, 
about that.
834. Tou think the whole of that traffic would go by rail if the line were constructed to Temora? Tes.
835. Mr. O'Sulllivan.] Do the farmers of the district and the people of Temora drive in to Cootamundra
in their own buggies ? The majority of them do. .
836. Therefore, the passenger traffic you have is what may be called the casual traffic ? Tes.
837. Do you run coaches out in any direction from Temora ? No.
838. Are there any lines of coaches running out into the other districts ? There is a line of coaches 
running from Temora to Junee, another from Temora to Barmedman, and one from Temora to Toung.
839. Is there a line of coaches to Wagga Wagga ? No ; a line runs from Wagga Wagga back, about 16 •
miles from Temora. .
840. Are there any lines running off into districts, via Toung, Wagga Wagga, Junee, and Barmedman—
I mean to the little country districts ? There is a line that goes from Wagga Wagga past the back of 
Temora, about 12 miles from the township, and which runs right down to Wollongough. .
841. Do passengers come to Temora from a long distance away—from the west or from the north? Those 
passengers all go from Wollongough to Wagga Wagga. They would come tin Temora, but there is no 
line of coaches.
842. If station managers, or persons employed out that way, or visitors going to stations this side of 
Hillston and away towards north, east, and west, desire to reach the southern line, which point on the line 
would they make for ? Many of them go from Temora by coach. Mr. Dalton, and all in his direction, 
come into Temora and take the coach.
843. They come into Temora, leave their traps there, and take the coach into Cootamundra? Tes.
844. I suppose the railway would be likely to get all that traffic ? Tes.
845. Chairman^] Is there not a line of coaches running from the railway-station at Junee to Temora ?
Tes, it runs twice a week..
846. Have you any idea of the amount of traffic they have ? They average , two passengers a trip, as 
nearly as I can tell you.
847. Do you think if the railway were constructed to Temora it would obtain that traffic ? Tes, I am 
sure it would.
848. Do these passengers come up from the south—is that the reason why they leave the railway at 
Junee, because they come from Victoria or Albury ? The majority of them are commercial travellers.
849. Why do they prefer going ahat way instead of going through Cootamundra ? They generally go 
across that way and come back this way.
850. In any case they would require to do the same journey.. Even if the railway were to go to Temora 
they would want to do the journey between Junee and Temora ? There are no business places on the 
road and only one hotel.
851. I think you said there was not a coach between Temora and Wagga Wagga ? There is not. There 
is a coach that leaves Wagga Wagga, and passes within 12 miles of Temora, and goes on in the direction 
of Hillston, but it only runs once a week.

■ 852. .Does it carry many passengers ? Tes, I believe it. does. .
853. If a railway were taken to Temora I suppose those people would be likely to travel by it ? Tes, I 
think they would all go by the railway to Temora if there was a line of coaches running from that place.
It would be nearer for them to come via Cootamundra than via Wagga Wagga.
854. Is there any coach running through to Hillston from anywhere? Not that I am aware of.

Mr. William Hall Matthews, sworn, and further examined : —
855. Chairman.] I believe you wish to supplement the evidence'you gave this afternoon with reference to Mr. W. H.
railway rates ? Tes. Matthews.
856. What is the rate for third class goods from Sydney to Wagga Wagga by truck load? £4 6s. 8d. r——v
per ton. i 1 Feb,, 1890.
857. That is if you send a full truck load? Tes.
858. And if you do not send a full truck load ? A charge of 7s. 6d. per ton is made by the agents for 
taking the goods and making the truck load up to 6 tons themselves.
' ' ' 25 (a)—D ............ f ■ 859i
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Mr. W. H. 859. That would bring the freight up to £4 14s. 2d. per ton to Wagga Wagga ? Tes.
Matthews.- ggg. Then what would be the freight by the road from Wagga Wagga to Temora? An average of £2

1 Feb., 1890. ^hat is the distance ? About 62 miles. .
862. And do they carry goods all that distance for £2 a ton ? Tes.
863. That would make a total freight from Sydney to Temora, via Wagga Wagga, of £6 14s. 2d. per ton ?
Tes. . •
864. Do you know what the freight would be from Sydney to Temora, if the line were constructed to the 
latter place? According to the present scale and the rate sheets it would be about £6 15s. per ton.
865. So that the Temora people would be able to obtain their goods right through by train for £6 15s. 
per ton, as against £6 14s. 2d., which they have to pay at the present time, sending the goods by Wagga 
Wagga and then by road ? Tes.
866. And the railway department would be receiving the difference in freight between £4 6s. 8d. per ton 
and £6 15s. per ton ? Tes.
867. That would be £2 8s. 4d. the railway authorities would receive additional freight if a line were con
structed to Temora ? Tes; and they would save the haulage of the goods between Cootamundra to 
Wagga Wagga.
868. Mr. O'Sullivani] I believe you wish to give, as an illustration, the actual returns received by a
selector from 100 acres of land, growing wheat? Tes. The facts are as follows :—A man cultivated 100 
acres of land. He paid for ploughing and sowing 10s. per acre, and for stripping 10s. per acre ; the seed 
cost £25, and he paid £36 15s. for the cartage of 490 bags of wheat to the Cootamundra railway station. 
These different payments make a total of £16115s. Trom the sale of the 490 bags of wheat he obtained 
£305, showing a profit of £143 5s. above the cost of labour. .
869. Would that man do his own ploughing and stripping ? Tes.
870. Can that be taken to the best of your belief as anything like a fair average ? Tes. It can be taken 
as a fair average in this way, that although the yield of wheat from the 100 acres was above the general 
average, the price received for the wheat was considerably below the general average. It was the lowest 
price that we had for some years.
871. What is about the average price of wheat in a fair season ? The average price for some years past 
has been about 3s. 10d., extending over the last four years.
872. Chairman.~\ What did you say was the cost of the seed wheat referred to ? £25.
873. How much per bushel ? I have calculated it at 4s. per bushel. '
874. Is that the usual price of seed-wheat ? To, but last year the price was high.
875. I suppose it is sometimes higher than 4s., and sometimes lower than 4s. ? Tes.
876. If the price of the seed-wheat was lower in another year, that, of course, would alter your calcula
tions ? Tes.
877. What was the yield of wheat in that particular instance ? Nineteen bushels.
878. Does everybody get 19 bushels to the acre in this district ? The average for some years has 
been 16|.
879. Then if you only got an average yield of IGl bushels, that also would vary your calculation ? 
Unless the price was higher.
880. But as a matter of fact the people do not get 19 bushels to the acre. I suppose that, occasionally,
some get more than 19 bushels ? There are some parts of the district that will average considerably
over that.
881. And there are other parts that will average less? Tes.
882. I suppose the yield varies according to the season ? Tes.
883. And according to the quality of the land ? Tes.
884. Tour calculation is based on a selling price of how much per bushel ? Three shillings.
885. I suppose sometimes the wheat fetches more than 3s. ? Tes, it fetches up to 5s.
886. Then if it fetched up to 5s. or 4s. the calculation would work out differently ? Tes.
887. Could a man plough and strip 100 acres of land at the same' price as he could plough and strip 500 
acres ? There is very little difference, proportionately, in the cost of 100 and 500 acres ? A fair estimate 
of the quantity of land that one man could farm himself, with the assistance of a couple of men just at 
the harvest time, would be about 120 acres.
888. Tou think that would be about a medium thing ? Tes.
889. If a man was only cultivating 20 acres, could he cultivate it at the same price as a man cultivating
120 acres ? No ; because he would have to have the same plant for stripping, and everything else, and 
the wear and tear would be the same. .
890. Therefore, your calculation would only apply to a man who had 100 or 120 acres, and would not 
apply to a man who had only 20 or 30 acres ? Exactly. The latter would be about a third-class man.
891. Mr. O’ Sullivan.'] If this'man got a fourth less in yield but received a fourth more in price, it would 
come to as much as the amount you gave in your illustration ? Tes, just the same.
892. Chairman.'] Do you think a man cultivating 500 acres would not be able to do so at proportionately 
a cheaper rate than a man cultivating 120 acres ? No, because he would have to increase his plant. He 
would have to get two strippers and two ploughs, and keep a double set of horses. 120 acres is about, a 
fair quantity of land for one man to farm, having one stripper, one plough, and an ordinary set of four or 
five horses.
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MONDAY, 3 FEBRUARY, 1890. .
\TIie Sectional Committee met at ihe “ Stochinbingal Hotel” Stockinbingal, at .11'30 a.w.]

}3rc3£rtt:—

HENRY COPELAND, Esq. (Chaieman).
The Hon. Eeedeeick Thomas Humpheby. | Edwaed William O’Sullivan, Esq. •

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—BAIL WAT FEOM COOTAMUNDBA TO TEMOEA. 27

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Cootamundra to Temora.

Mr. John Yaughan, farmer, sworn, and examined:—
893. Chairman.'} You are a farmer residing at Stockinbingal ? Yes.
894. How many acres of land do you possess ? 2,300.
895. How many acres had you under cultivation this year ? 340.
896. I suppose it is all under wheat ? There was some barley, some corn, and some hay.
897. Haw many acres were under lease ? I should say about 320. There were about 15 acres under hay
and the rest was under barley and corn. ‘
898. What did the harvest yield you in wheat ? The average yield of wheat was something over 14 
bushels all round.
899. Do you find that the general average ? I could not say exactly, but I think it would be pretty near 
the general average. Mine was a bit late and the late crops were affected by rust.
900. Have you been many years farming in this district ? I have been here altogether for sixteen years.
901. And what do you consider to be a fair average yield of wheat from this neighbourhood per acre ? I 
should consider that if it were carefully got in, and sown a little earlier than we usually do, the yield 
would be from 15 to 20 bushels—it might go up to 25.
902. How many bushels of wheat did you have this year ? I had about 1,400 bags.
903. And how many tons of hay ? It went over 2 tons to the acre.
904. Was it wheaten or oaten hay ? It was a mixture.
905. What do you pay for carriage from here ? I pay a shilling a bag to Cootamundra from my place.
906. How many miles is your place from the railway station ? 12 miles.
907. So that it costs at the rate of Id. per mile per bag? Yes.
908. How much do you pay for the hay ? I could not say exactly.
909. Have you any intention of increasing your area under cultivation ? Yes, I have.
910. Is most of your land fit for cultivation ? It is pretty well all fit for cultivation. I think it is all 
equal to what I have under cultivation.
911. Do you find growing wheat profitable ? It has not been exactly profitable for the last two or three
years. We have made it pay fairly well this year, but during the last two vears we came out none too 
well. '
912. Still I suppose on the whole you manage to live and keep on increasing your area under cultivation ? 
Yes, and the land is improving.
913. So that you find it sufficiently profitable to warrant you in increasing your area ? Yes, we all find 
that.
914. And I suppose if the railway were constructed you would be very glad to avail yourself of it by 
sending your produce to market ? I may say it is our determination.
915. To what market do you send your produce ? Some years ago I sent some to Sydney, but it goes 
principally to Goulburn.
916. Do you send any south, to Wagga Wagga, Albury, or Victoria ? No ; we do not send any that way.
917. Goulburn and Sydney are your two principal markets ? Yes.
918. In your opinion would it be better to take the railway to Temora from Cootamundra, or from Wallend
been ? I am strongly of opinion that it would be better to take it from Cootamundra.
919. Why ? Well, Cootamundra is an important place. It is not only a very good market for grain, but it 
is also a great stock market, and it seems to be pretty well and widely known. We all seem to do pretty well 
out of our stock at Cootamundra ; we never make any failures there. That is one great object.
920. I suppose you know that if the railway were taken to Wallendbeen there would be 9-j miles less 
haulage to pay ? I am aware of that.

Ho you think it would be preferable for you to go to Cootamundra and pay that extra haulage of 91 
miles? Yes.

You would rather go to Cootamundra, and pay the 9-j miles extra haulage, than go to Wallendbeen ? 
Certainly. o p
923. Eor the sake of getting communication, I suppose, with a large town ? Yes, and on account of the 
stock. In dry seasons it would be convenient to send stock through Cootamundra to the mountain 
country.
924. Have you any stock ? Yes. I have about 3,000 sheep, about 100 head of cattle, and about 40 head 
of horses.
925. And you carry the whole of these on 2,000 acres ? Not exactly. I do not carry them all the year 
round. I generally run perhaps from 1,000 to 1,500 sheep.
926. Are the people in the habit, in times of drought, of sending their stock from here to Tumut and the 
mountain country ? They have done so when necessary ; but lately they have been more careful, and 
have not stocked so much, and they have been better provided with water. They find it is unsafe to 
overstock.
927. In the event of the people sending their stock to the mountains, do you think they would be likely 
to use the railway for the purpose ? I think it wmuld be a great consideration.
928. Have they ever made use of the railway from Cootamundra to Gundagai? I could not say with 
certainty ; but I have seen them driving stock over from our own district.
929. The distance they could travel by rail would be so short as to be scarcely worth while sending them 
by train ? They would be knocked about a good deal; but I think the railway would be an accommoda
tion to the people in the back country.
930-1. Are there good travelling stock routes available between here and Tumut ? I could not say much 
with regard to the country between Gundagai and Tumut. 932

Mr.
J. Vaughan.

3 Feb., 1890.
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Between here and G-undagai ? . I believe they are fairly good.
There is a travelling stock-reserve all the way from here to G-undagai ? Tes.
Is there water on the route ? Tes.
And you are in favour of the railway being taken to Cootamundra, as against Wallendbeen ? By all 

means. _ _
936. Mr. O'Sullivan.~\ Is there much agricultural settlement to the east and north of Stockinbingal ? 
There is not much agricultural settlement due north.
937. Are there any stretches of well-settled country in the neighbourhood like that through which the
Committee passed this morning ? No. _ _
938. Do you consider the settlement out here of a permanent character ? By all means. It is increasing 
every year. There was very little settlement here a few years ago.
939. Do you know of any persons who intend to settle out here if the leasehold areas are thrown open for 
selection? Tes; any number of them.
940. Have you had many people up looking out for land ? Tes, there have been a good many looking 
for land.
941. Tou think it is likely that there will be a rush of agricultural settlement here ? There is no doubt 
about it.
942. And I suppose if they are fairly industrious men they can do well on the land here as wheat-growers? 
Tes. They can see how other people are situated, and will have the advantage of our experience.
943. Are any selectors selling out to graziers or to each other ? They are not too anxious to sell at 
present. I believe they would sell if they got a good price, but I do not think there are any who are 
very anxious to sell.
944. What is about the value of the agricultural land out here? Erom £3 to £4. £3 17s. was paid for
some land. '
945. Do you know of your own knowledge of any purchases at £4 ? I know of a purchase at £3 17s. 6d.
946. Are the men who bought at £3 17s. 6d. doing well ? Tes ; they are doing very well.
947. The £3 17s. 6d. was given for the land with the unpaid balances attaching to it ? Just so.
948. And the men who bought at that price are doing well ? Tes ; they are cultivating nearly the 
whole of it.
949. What is about the area that is generally cultivated up here ? The cultivations are getting larger in 
extent every year. At one time 20 or 30 acres was considered a large cultivation, but now farmers culti
vate from 200 to 300 and up to 500 acres.
950. And I suppose that experience has taught them that this is a successful calling ? Tes ; we think 
we can do very well, and we make some very fair cheques out of wheat-growing; but we have come to the 
conclusion that we would like to run some stock as well to make it a certainty.
951. But the selectors, as a rule, out this way do not run very many stock ? They do. They have all 
more or less sheep and cattle and horses.
952. What sort of cattle ? Dairy cattle.
953. They do not raise fat cattle for slaughtering purposes ? Oh, yes they do.
954 And where is their market for the cattle ? Sometimes they send to Sydney, and sometimes send to 

■ Cootamundra. •
955. Do they send any cattle to Wodonga? No ; they might send some store cattle in an exceptional

. case, but not very often. '
956. Have you noticed which part of the line the wool teams from this part of the country make for ? 
They make here. I saw a great lot of wool going through here and on to Cootamundra.
957. Cootamundra appears to be the natural market for this part of the country ? By all means.
958. Are any of the people out this way related to the Cootamundra people by family ties ? Not that I 
am aware of.
959. They just go in to Cootamundra as their natural market ? Tes.
960. Mr. Humphery.'] Does the railway pass through your land or any portion of it? No.
961. Do you know the route of the proposed railway ? Tes; I know the route from Stockinbingal to 
Cootamundra, but I have never been over it.
962. Could you suggest any alteration or deviation that you think would be an improvement ? I could 
not.
963. Tou think the line laid out would best serve the people of this district ? I think it is well laid out. 
I do not think any of our local people could improve upon it.
964. Are there many settlers between Stockinbingal and Cootamundra ? There are a good few.
965. How many are there between this township and Cootamundra, within 4 or 5 miles of the surveyed 
route, who would be served by the railway ? I suppose there are about forty or fifty holdings.
966. Are they freehold holdings or tenant farms ? There are very few tenant farmers out here. It is
selected land. *
967. Are you a selector ? Tes.
968. Have you any objection to state whether your means were large or small when you came to the 
district ? They were very small.
969. All you possess now you have accumulated since you have been here ? Tes; I was almost a 
working man when I came here.
970. And are these other settlers in a similar prosperous condition ? Tes ; they are all doing fairly well.
971. All wheat-growers? Tes ; with one or two exceptions, they all grow wheat.
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Mr. 932.
J. Vaughan, ggg 

qua
3 Feb., 1890.

Mr, Thomas Walter Manning, farmer, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. T. W. 972. Chairman^] Where do you reside ? At Stockinbingal—within 2 miles of this spot.

973. Have you resided here for long ? Eor three years. I have got leased land here. I do not hold
3 FebTl890. 3117 land °f my 0WIU

’ ‘ 974. What part of the country do you come from? I was in the Gnilidagai district for about ten years.
9/5. How many acres of land have you leased? 1,700.
976. How many acres do you cultivate ? 580.
977. I suppose your crops this year consisted mostly of wheat? Tes, I had some corn and hay as well.

978.
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978. How many acres of wheat? 580, out of which I got about 14 acres of hav.
979. How many acres of corn ? 25. '

' 9S0. How many bushels of wheat did your crop yield? 12.650 bushels. •
981. That would give an average of how many bushels to the acre ? A little over 22.
982. How much hay did you get to the acre ? 2\ tons.
983. What do you pay to have your wheat taken to Cootamundra ? 3d. a bushel, or Is. a bag.
984. Can you say what are the profits per acre, generally, from the cultivation of wheat in this district ? 
About £2.

Mr. T. W. 
Manning.

3 Feb., 1890.

985. Do you net £2 an acre clear profit ? Yes, in a good season.
per acre clear of all expenses, including ploughing, stripping, seed-wheat, &c. ? Yes. 

oc wT m.a^e a c^ear profit °f £2 an acre in a good season? Yes ; when once yeu get the land cleared.
988. What is the proportion of good and bad seasons ? As a general rule we have one bad season out
of three. . .
989. What would be the yield in a bad season ? I had a yield of 8 bushels in a bad season. That was ■ 
the worst we ever had.
990. You heard the evidence given by Mr. Yaughan; I suppose you generally endorse that evidence? 
x es ; I think it is quite correct.

?^ave you any intention of increasing your area under cultivation? Yes ; I have a decided intention 
ot doing so. .
992. You find it profitable to do so ? Yes. The reason we do not go in for growino- so much hay is, 
because the cartage is too high. J
oo<’ -}Yhat y°u Pay We have not made it a rule to team it, simply because it does not pay.

Ha railway were constructed to this place, I suppose you would send hay by train? Certainly, and 
a good tew other articles that I would go in for that would pay.
995. Have you tried any other crops ? I tried corn this year, and had a very good crop.
996. I suppose you cannot say how many bushels it will go ? It will go about 20 bushels to the acre.
J97. Do you fand oats thrive ? Yes ; oats thrive very well. That is a thing we would go in for if we had 
a market. °
998. Oaten hay ? Yes, and chaff and so forth.
999. Do you find the oats ripen? Oh, yes; they grow splendidly
1000. Have you tried fruit ? Ho, but I believe‘it would do well here.

S,° y0U thi"k the PeoPle generally are in a reasonably prosperous state ? Yes, very fair.
1002. 1 hey are wheat growing mostly ? Yes. '
1003. And if the railway were open they would make use of it to send their produce to Cootamundra ? 
Most decidedly they would
1004. Mr. Suyliery^ Is your holding 2 miles to the east or 2 miles to the west of the line ? It would 
be to the south.
1005. You said that the net profit of wheat growing is £2 an acre ? Yes.
1006. Have you deducted the labour ? Yes, everything. That is the profit from the land wdien it is fit
tor cultivation.
i Anc’ ^ta^rman-\ Y think you said the railway does not go through vour land ? Ho, it does not.
1008. Do you think the people through whose land the line would" run would be willing to give the
b-overnment, free of cost, the land that would bo required for the railway? I could not saw '
1009. You know that in many districts the people do that? I know'it would pay them "to do it at a
istance m order to get their produce away. Those living close to a large town, and having an easy means

ot getting their produce m would not, perhaps, care to give the land.
1010. In any case your land is leasehold, and you could not do it? That is so
1011 Mr. O'Sullivan.-] You say you did not select up this way ? 1 could not get the chance. The land
has been shut up. I am only waiting for the opportunity.
1012. Then you would be likely to select when the leaseholds are thrown open ? There is no doubt 
about that.
1013. Are there many men of your stamp likely to select ? Yes, there are three or four where I am
now. . .
1014. Neighbours ? There are a couple of men working for me, and one is livino* there
1015. Are there any leases about the district like yours ? Hot that I am aware of '
lOie. And are you able to pay your rent and clear £2 an acre—that is £1,000 a year on your cultivated 
land. Have you any objection to say what rent you pay ? Three shillings an acre.
Y01'' Hotwitfisbpfiing that you pay 3s. an acre rent, besides all the expenses of cultivation, you can 
clear £2 an acre ? Yes. J
1018. What size are the wheat paddocks up here ? I think the smallest are 50 acres in extent. I have 
paddocks up to 235 acres.
1019. And have your neighbours any larger ? About the same as myself. I think Mr. Yaughan has one
300 acres m extent. °
1020. Mr. Rumphery.] You know the route of the railway ? Yes.
1021. Have you any suggestion to make as to any alteration or deviation ? Ho.'
w2?!- ind ^°o aYrc\earl-f °f opinion that it is better for the railway to go to Cootamundra than to 
Wallendbeen? Most certainly.
1023. And any advantage you might derive by shorter haulage via Wallendbeen, you think would be 

YYix /vY*!’1?6- n^onTCnienee °f having to go to Wallendbeen instead of to Cootamundra ? Quite so. 
CootanmndraL'ke farmers sell in Cootamundra to buyers there ? They buy and sell in

1025. Do they sell their produce in Cootamundra to buyers who go to Cootamundra ? They sell it there, 
home send it to Sydney and other places.
cTotemundhreair°WllriSk? S°me °f them’ but vel7 few- As a rule, most of them sell to buyers in 

1027. And to those who sell to buyers in Cootamundra the 9 miles haulage does not matter ? No.
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■ Mr. David White, farmer and grazier, sworn, and examined:—

Mr. D. White. 1028. ChairmanWhere do you reside ? At Stockinbingal.
• 1029. Of how many acres of land are you possessed ? About 1,900 acres.
3 l?eb., 1890.1030. Is the whole of that selected land ? Yes; selected and purchased property.

1031. You do not lease any ? No.
1032. How many acres have you under cultivation ? About 300. '
1033. And what do you grow ? Wheat.
1034. All wheat ? All wheat this season. _ .

• 1035. How many bushels per acre have you had from your crop ? Some did very well, but the late crop
was not very large.

. 1036. What did the late crop give you ? About two bags, or 8 bushels to the acre. .
1037. And what did the early crop give you ? 32 bushels. _

. 1038. You have heard the evidence given by Mr. Yaughan and Mr. Manning; I suppose you generally 
endorse all they said ? Yes ; they are both neighbours of mine.
1039. Have you any evidence to tender of a different character to that given by them ? No.
1040. You quite endorse the proposal to take the railway to Cootamundra? Yes.
1041. You have no suggestion of any kind to make ? No.
1042. Do you intend to increase your area under cultivation ? Yes.
1043. Mr. Humphery.~\ Where is your holding situated ? It joins this travelling stock reserve.

;1044. Does the line pass through it ? No. It does not interfere with it.
1045. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] Did you buy your land from other selectors ? I bought 106 acres from a selector 
named John Noonan. The great portion of it I bought from the Stockinbingal Estate when it was sold.
1046. At auction ? It was put up to auction, but it was bought privately afterwards. _
1047. Do you know of anyone likely to come up here to select ? I have seen plenty of people looking
round through the district lately, but I do not know them personally. _ _
1018. Do vou think that the land in the leasehold area is as good as the land already under cultivation . 
Yes. There is any amount of land between here andDinga Dinga. If it were thrown open it would not 
remain long unselected. With regard to the necessity of a railway, I may say that I have had 60 tons of 
hay here for two years without being able to get it away, and then I had to pay £1 a ton for its carriage 
to Cootamundra. _ ■
1049. If the railway had been constructed you would have sent it by train ? Yes. _
1050. Can you say what is the charge for the carriage of hay now ? I question whether it could now
be taken in for less than from 15s. to £1 a ton. _ '
1051. It will be less than that, I suppose, after the harvest has been carted ? I do not think so.
1052. Then that is the rate of carriage at all times ? Yes. _ _
1053. Chairman.] Comparing the running of sheep on the land with the growing of wheat, which do you 
find the most profitable ? Wheat. I could not live without wheat.
1054. As a general thing, what is the net result from sheep—how much from the wool and the natural 
increase ? I had 25 bales of wool off 1,900 sheep.
1055. What do the fleeces generally weigh ? They averaged this year about 6 lb.
1056. What do you get for the wool in the grease ? I sold it in the grease this year at 9Jd.
1057. That would be 4s. 7|d. per fleece? Yes.
1058. What per centage of lambs did you have ? They were all young ewes—over 300.
1059. Out of how many ewes ? About 500.
1060. Then, I suppose, the lambing would be about 70 per cent. ? Something like that.
1061. Upon how many acres of grass did your sheep run? About 1,400 or 1,500 acres.
1062. How many sheep ? There are now about 2,100. _ _
1063. Then 1 acre would more than feed a sheep? That has been the case this year; this is a good
season. .
1064. I suppose about 3 acres would feed four sheep ? Yes.
1065. What was the acreage required, taking the average of seasons;—would the land feed a sheep to the
acre ? Yes, well. ... ,
] C66. I supppose it is better adapted for sheep than for cattle ? Well, the Yeo Yeo district is very good 
country for cattle.
1067. Speaking for the whole year, how many acres would it take to feed a beast ? I do not know 
exactly. I have about 100 head of cattle and horses running on 300 acres and they are all in good con
dition, there being plenty of grass, still.
1068. Running on 2,000 acres in addition to the sheep ? Yes.
1069. In addition to how many sheep ? 2,100. .
1070. And what is the total area of the land ? There are about 1,900 acres of my own.
1071. Do you lease any? No ; only I have the privilege of running over the biggest part of a paddock 
of 500 acres which still belongs to the station.
1072. But we might reckon at any rate that this country would feed, on the average, at least one sheep 
to the acre? Yes, well.
1073. So that taking the wool and the natural increase even for sheep it would pay you about 7s. or 8s. 
per acre profit ? Yes.
1074. Mr. Humphery.] Is yours a very superior farm or an average farm ? My land is very good. There 
is not one acre that is not as good as that which I have cultivated.
1075. Is it regarded as the best farm in the district ? Well, I don’t know 5 there might be some as good 
as it.
1076. You do not know of any better? No. .
1077. Chairman] Have they tried in the district to cultivate English grasses ? Yes, I have seen English 
grasses growing about 2 miles from here.
1078. What kind of grass ? Prairie grass.
1079. Did it succeed? There was a beautiful crop.
1080. Do you think it is profitable? Yes.
1081. More profitable than the natural grass ? Yes.
1082. Did sheep thrive on it ? They had it more for cattle.

30 PAELIAMENTAET STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEKS.
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1083. And they found it good ? Yery good.
1084. How is it then that other people have not followed that example ? That is more than I can tell 
you. I expect it was tried as an experiment. Mr. Davidson, of the Geraldra station, has tried all sorts 
of grasses.
1085. And is the prairie grass still giving good results ? I have not been there for the last couple of years ; 
it is three years ago since I saw it. I should like to say with regard to travelling stock, that about half a 

million of sheep went up the summer country the year before last.
1086. By which route ? Through Cootamundra. There have been from 28,000 to 30,000 sheep on the 

road between here and Mr. Davidson’s, of Geraldra, with nothing visible but a cloud of dust—there not 
being the slightest sign of grass.

1087. Mr. O’ Sullivan."\ And would the stock owners be likely to use the railway in preference to travel
ling their stock ? Yes. On the occasion to which I refer they could not travel; there was no grass—- 

nothing but a cloud of dust.

1088. Chairman^ Did the sheep pass through Mr. Davidson’s run ? Yes.
1089. And you think it would he more profitable for the stock owners to send them by rail ? Certainly.

1090. You think that although there would only be a short distance of railway still they would be sent 
that distance by train, and be driven afterwards ? Yes.
1091. Where did the sheep to which you refer come from ? A very long way down this way.
1092. From the Bland P Yes.
1093. Do any sheep come this way from Hillston? I believe so.
1094. Suppose stock owners were sending sheep from Willandry or Hillston, do you think that when they 
got the sheep to Temora they would make a break and take the sheep whatever distance the railway ran—■ 
say from Temora to Gundagai—and then travel them the remainder of the journey ? Yes, I certainly 
think they would.

1095. Mr. O'Sullivan.'] There appears to be a travelling-stock route on the Bland? Yes.
1096. Is that the route usually followed by sheep going to the mountains? Yes.
1097. Therefore they would have to go through Cootamundra? Yes. In fact I have known them to go 
miles and miles round to get on this route.

Mr.
D. White.

3 Teh., 1890.

Mr. John Yaughan, sworn, and further examined:—
1098. Chairman.] Do you grow any fruit ? Yes.
1099. What kind of fruit ? Apricots, plums, peaches, apples ,and cherries.
1100. Do you find the climate and the soil suitable for growing those fruit ? Yes. They will grow very 
well if they are attended to, and if the ground is dug and the weeds kept out so that the ground will hold ® 
the moisture through the summer months.
1101: Do you get satisfactory crops ? Wonderful crops.
1102. Why do you not cultivate more fruit-trees ? I have ordered a lot. I ordered £7 [worth of

Mr. J. 
Vaughan..

1890.

I think he has taken a great 

than wheat-growing ? Prom what I

We have not sold any.
’ ~ I believe so.

not in large quantities. 

They were fairly successful.

There is a vineyard close to 

I grew them more for shade

One selector close to Stockin-

American fruit-trees from an agent who was round here taking orders, 
many orders from this neighbourhood.
1103. I suppose you know that fruit-growing is more profitable 
have seen here I believe that no farmer should be without fruit.
1104. The fruit you cultivated I suppose you used on the farm ?
1105. I suppose you would be able to sell a good quantity in Cootamundra ?
1106. Have you tried grapes? Yes, but ' ' ""
Stockinbingal.
1107. Were the grapes you tried a success ? 
round the house.
1108. I suppose no one has tried wine-making in the district? No.
1109. Has any one got sufficient grapes to enable them to make wine ? 
bingal has 500 cuttings.
1110. Can you say what kind of crop they yielded? A very fair crop, 
quality.
1111. Do the grapes grow to a large size ? Yes, they are very good indeed.
1112. Mr. O'Sullivan.] Did you say that an American agent came hereto take orders for fruit-trees?
Yes. •
1113. What kind of trees ? All varieties.
1114. All the English fruits ? Yes. When we expressed some doubt about giving orders, the agent 
said he would refer us to Tumut, in which district, he said, his fruit-trees had been very successful.
1115. Chairman.] And he is going to send you fruit-trees from America ? Yes, they will be here in 
July next.
1116. Mr. O' Sullivan.] And the farmers around here intend to go in for horticulture ? Yes. I think 
the agent to whom I have referred got some very heavy orders from the Temora district.

The fruit of excellent

Mr. William Koenig, farmer, sworn, and examined:—

1117. Chairman^] Where do you reside ? About half a mile up the road. Mr. .
1118. How much land have you ? 225 acres. W. Koenig.
1119. Is it your own land ? Yes.
1120. Did you select it from the Government ? Yes. 3 Pebo l830-

1121. At £1 an acre ? Yes.
1122. How many acres of it have you under cultivation ? About 80.
1123. What do you grow ? Principally wheat.
1124. In addition to the wheat you also have a vineyard ? I have cultivated a small patch to see whether 
or not the ground would produce any fruit.
1125. Do you grow anything besides grapes ? Nothing but grapes as yet.
1126. How do you find the grapes answer ? They answer very well.
1127. Do they yield a good large crop ? It all depends upon the kind of grape. 1128.
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Mr.
W. Koenig.

3 Feb., 1890.

1128. "What kinds do you grow ? Principally table-fruit. I bave the Black Prince, the Eed Muscat,
and the Sweet "Water. •
1129. The different kinds you have grown are table-grapes ? Yes. 1 . _ , , ,,
1130. Were you accustomed to wine-growing in the old country? ]So; only since I came out to the
colonies.
1131. Have you made wine at Albury ? Ho, round about Mudgee. . 0
1132. Then you are competent to say whether this district would be likely to produce a wme-grape .
This district produces as good fruit as any part of Hew South Wales. -
1133. You think you could make wine in this district successfully? Yes.
1134. But, up to the present, you have not grown any wine-grapes ? Ho, not yet
1135. Do you reckon that your vines have been a success—have they been profitable . they are very
profitable, provided they are looked after. . , ' . . ,, ,, ,
1136. What you have grown you have found to be successful and you have been able to sell them at a
profitable price ? There is no trouble selling them anywhere at a profitable price. .
1137. Do you intend to enlarge your vineyard? Yes, as soon as I am able to do so.
1138. You are so satisfied with the cultivation of grapes that you intend to grow more when you can . 
Yes, because I believe fruit pays 100 per cent, better than wrheat.
1139. You do not grow any other kind of fruit? Ho. . .
1140. Have vou any intention of cultivating grapes for the purpose ot making wine . 1 have.
1141. Can you say what kind of grape you intend to cultivate ? I should cultivate the Hermitage for one.
1142. You think it would be successful here ? Yes, it grows well. I have one or two stocks.
1143. Do you know the Albury district ? Ho, I have not been in Albury.
1144. You only know Mudgee ?. Yes, I was there for a few years. _ ... .
j ] . And from vour previous knowledge you think that [this would be a successful district for wine
making ? Yes. 'I think it is as suitable for wine-growing as either Albury, or Mudgee, or any other
part of Hew South Wales. _ . • , , •.
1146. You say you had no experience in the the old country in wane-making ? Ho. My experience 
has been more confined to the tillage of the soil in regard to cropping. ■

Mr. Edmund Hamilton Woodhouse, publican, sworn, and examined:—

Mr. E. H. 1147. Chairman.'] You are the proprietor of this hotel ? Yes.
Woodhouse. 1148. How many years have you been here ? Getting on for three years.

/—■——> 1149. Where did you come from ? Cootamundra.
3 Feb., 1890. ipso. Do you know the district well ? Yes. .

1151. Can you tell the Committee how many teams there are travelling on the road generally ? Inis year 
I have kept a sort of record of the wool that has passed here. A great, deal more would pass if the 
railway ivere constructed, because it would be much closer for the people in the Bland country who now 
send their wool to Young. Over 2,000 bales of wool have passed here this year from different places.
1152. This is the main road between Cootamundra and Temora ? Yes. This is on the Bland road, but it

is on the direct road for teams to Temora.
1153. It is the road that teams generally take to Temora ? Yes; more especially bullock teams.
1154. Do you think other teams have gone between Cootamundra and Temora besides those that have

' passed your place ? Yes, I am sure of it. -
1155. Do you think there are many ? Yes, a great many.
1156. What proportion do you think? More have gone that way than this way.

1157. More from Temora to Cootamundra ? Yes.
1158. I suppose the Hillston wool does not come this way ? Ho ; wool comes in from some of the

Humbug country and the Meroo country. .
1159. Does any wool come from the Barmedman district? Yes. .
1160. Does that come this way ? Some of it came this way this year, and some of it wmnt the other way—■ 

the other Temora wav.
1161. You say that if the railway were constructed to Stockinbingal, wool that now goes to the railway at 
Young would come this way ? Yes, I am sure of that, because it would bring them so many miles nearer.

1162. °I suppose there are public teamsters generally travelling on the road? Yes. .
1163. How many teams are there ? About twelve just round about here, besides teams that were drawing 

last year and that belong further back.
1164. Are they horse teams ? Ho, principally builock teams. _
1165. How many bullocks to the team? Some twelve, some fourteen, and some sixteen. _
1166. There are not many horse teams then ? Ho ; I have only seen about seven horse teams here this

year. .
1167. Can you say what the freight is from Temora to Cootamundra by bullock team ? I think about

35s. a ton. - -
1168. That is for wmol and other things ? Yes.
1169. Do the stations in the neighbourhood keep their own teams or do they employ teams ? Hearly all 

of them employ teams. -
1170. Are the teams generally employed all the year round, or only in the wool season? All the year

, round, when they can keep their cattle. _
1471. I suppose after the wool season there is the wheat season? Yes ; and the goods that the stations 
and the farmers require are, as a general rule, brought out by the teamsters. _
1172. Is any timber sent aivay from this neighbourhood? A great many logs have been sent away this 

year.
1173. Of w'hat kind ? Principally pine, and there has been some ironbark and gum.
1174. Is there much of that timber left? There is a good stretch of country beyond, on which there is 
plenty of ironbark and pine. There is not much gum.
1175. I suppose there are no public schools here ? Ho ; not here. There are public schools round about

within about 5 miles from here. . . ■ ' .....
1176. Is the population, in your opinion, increasing very much in the'distpict ?"'Yes; it is increasing. ^
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1177. Do you find any visible difference during the few years that you have been here? A great deal of 

difference in my business.

1178. Mr. O'Sullivan.'] Stockinbingal stands near the roads leading to Wallendbeen and Cootamundra, 18gQt
does it not ? Yes. ’ ’
1179. Do you notice that any of the wheat or wool teams make for Wallendbeen ? No ; I never saw any

of them going that way. They all make their market in Cootamundra. _
1180. Do you know if any of the wool or produce' goes by any of the by-roads to the railway (say) to ' 

Bethungra, or Junee, or any other point on the railway ? Not from around this part.
1181. Further back, near Temora? There may be. I believe Mr. Heffernan’s wool goes to Junee.
1182. I notice that Stockinbingal is near the G-undabingal gold-field;—is any mining carried on here?

There is a little. There are two reefs working at the present time. •
1183. How far from here? One is about 10 miles and the other about 12 miles.
1184. There are no alluvial diggings ? No. _
1185. Are these reefs paying ? Yes; they are paying very well. One man is putting up a plant on his 

own ground.
1186. Do you keep the post-office ? Yes.
1187. Can you state if there is any increase in the number of letters ? Yes ; there is a great increase.
1188. Have you noticed whether many persons have been up this way looking for land to select;—if there 
were any such persons you would be likely to see them ? Yes ; I have seen a good few. I know of 
some who are now waiting for the reserves to be thrown open in order that they may get a piece of them.
1189. Where are these reserves ? There are several in this district. There is a large reserve between 

here and Greraldra.
1190. I suppose there will be plenty of land thrown open, apart from the reserves, wdien the leaseholds 

fall in ? Yes. The people want either the leaseholds or the reserves thrown open.
1191. And you think, from what you have observed in regard to strangers coming to look for land, that 

there is likely to be a rush for settlement when the leases fall in ? I am sure of it.

1192. Mr. Humphery.] Do you know the district between Stockinbingal and Temora ? Yes.
1193. Is there any settlement there ? There is a fair amount of settlement.
1194. About how many settlers are there between here and Temora ? There must be fifty.
1195. Fifty farms ? Yes.
1196. Can you say whether they are within an easy distance of the proposed line of railway ? The 
selector who lives the furthest away out of the fifty I have mentioned is about 8 miles from the line.
Most of them are within that distance of Stockinbingal.
1197. The settlement you speak of is within a radius of 8 miles of Stockinbingal ? The greater part of it.
1198. Do you know whether the land between Temora and Stockinbingal is good land ? Yes ; it is very

good.
1199. Is all the land fit for settlement ? Yes; with the exception of one stretch of ironbark.
1200. With the exception of that .stretch of ironbark is the whole of that land fit for cultivation ? Yes.
1201. What is the width of the strip you speak of ? I suppose it is a little over 2 miles.
1202. Is there any good timber on it besides ironbark ? There is some box, some gum, and some pine.
1203. Could raihvay sleepers be obtained there ? Yes. A good few are got there now. ,
1204. Could you get any ironbark 30 feet clear ? Yes ; I daresay we could.
1205. And 12 inches diameter? I think so. The trees are big enough.
1206. There is good timber suitable for railway purposes—for bridges and sleepers ? Yes; and for 
fencing.
1207. Chairman.] Are there any rabbits in the district ? I have not seen any. I have heard of two or
three being caught. •
1208. There are plenty of hares ? Yes. I may state that, if the line went from here to Wallendbeen, I 
do not think that I should use it—at any rate, not for a good w'hile to come.
1209. Mr. Humphery.] You confirm the evidence of the previous witnesses as to the route between Stock-
inbingal and Cootamundra being preferable to the route between Stockinbingal and Wallendbeen ? Yes ; 
because I know that for what produce I buy I have a market in Cootamundra, and I should take it there, 
as I do now, if the railway were constructed to Wallandbeen. .
1210. Chairman.] Suppose a township were to spring up at Wallendbeen, similar to Cootamundra, would 
you not then prefer to go to Wallendbeen ? I do not know. I think it would take a good while before 
the township grew, and I should have to make a fresh market for all the produce I bought.
1211. Mr. Humphery^] Is there much travelling stock passing here? Yes. There were a great many 
sheep last year.
1212. Where did they come from? From the Bland district, the Humbug district, out Hillston way, and 
all out in the back country.
1213. Where were they going ? To the mountain country.
1214. Do you think it at all probable that the railway would be used for the removal of stock in dry 
seasons ? I daresay that if the sheep were not strong enough, people moving stock would use the railway 
to a great extent.
1215. But I suppose they would be scarcely likely to use it, unless the railway were extended a considerable 
distance beyond Temora, towards Barmedman and Hillston ? There were several last year wdio would 
have used it if it had even been here.
1216. For the short distance of 40 miles between Temora and Cootamundra, and then on to Gundagai ? 
Yes.
1217. What distance do the stock travel before reaching here ? I have known some of them to travel 
300 miles before reaching here, on their way to the mountains. I know a lot of them would have taken 
the railway if it had been here last year. I know some of them took the railway from Cootamundra.

25 (»)—E Mr.
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Mr. Alfred J. J. Elliott, grazier, sworn, and examined :— •
1218. Chairman.] Where do you reside ? At Eogan.

Elliott y219. Where is that P About half-way between Temora and Young, on the Bland Creek.

„ C”, 1220. What occupation do you follow ? Grazing, chiefly. ....
6 ’’ ' 1221. I suppose you have a pastoral lease from the Government ? No, it is conditional purchased land.

1222. And conditional lease, I suppose ? Yes. .
1223. How many acres have you ? 1,000. ‘ -
1224. What do you run ? Sheep. .
1225. How many sheep do you run on the 1,000 acres ? My father and brother and myself are running 

together. We have nearly 4,000 acres together.
1226. You are working the 4,000 acres in one block ? Yes.
1227. How many sheep do you run on the 4,000 acres ? About 4,000 on an average. We have had over

5,000, but that was too many.
1228. What is the average year by year ? Between 3,000 and 4,000. ... ,
1229. On an average the land would carry about a sheep an acre ? Not quite. When it is well improvea

I have no doubt it will, but it is not sufficiently improved to carry that number yet. _ _
1230. By improvements I suppose you mean ringbarking and scrubbing ? Yes, ringbarking, and 

plenty of water.
1231. About what do the fleeces cut out there generally ? My sheep average about 6, Gi, and 7 lb.
1232. Ewes with lamb do not cut so much ? No, about 5 lb. is the average.

1233. Have you sold any wool this year ? Yes.
1234. What did you get in the grease ? lO^d.
1235. What is the distance from your place to Cootamundra ? About 37 or 38 miles.
1236. Would the proposed railway benefit you in any way ? Yes. If the railway were here I should go 

in more for cultivation.
1237. About where would you strike the railway ? At Stockinbingal.
1238. What distance would you be from Stockinbingal ? About 25 miles.
1239. Then if the railway were open to Stockinbingal you would cultivate land, and bring it to the 
Stockinbingal railway station ? Yes. At present I have to pay 2s. a bag for carting wheat to 

Cootamundra.
1240. Do you cultivate any land now ? Not much. It does not pay.
1241. You pay about 6d. a bushel to take it to Cootamundra ? Yes.
1242. And do you think that if the railway were brought to Stockinbinbal wheat-growing would pay 
you better than sheep ? It would be better to combine both, unless you went in for wheat extensively. 

I have no doubt it would pay then.
1243. Is your land fit for wheat-growing ? Yes. I have grown as much as 30 bushels to the acre.

1244. Is it red soil P Yes.
1245. Is the land in your neighbourhood mostly red soil ? Light red soil. There is some clay land 

there too.
1246. Do you find the clay land good for wheat ? Yes. It is rather hard to work, that is the only 

thing.
1247. Is there any other cultivated land in your neighbourhood ? Yes ; on the Narraburra Creek, about 
5 or 6 miles from my place, there is a good deal of cultivation going on.
1248. Do they grow wheat ? Yes, chiefly.
1249. Where do they send their wheat to ? Cootamundra.
1250. Are there many selectors in your neighbourhood? There are not many close to us. Further down

there are more. _
1251. Is there any land open for selection in your vicinity ? Not at present—it is all locked up under 

leasehold.
1252. Do you think it will be selected when the leaseholds are thrown open in July ? There will not be

a bit of it left. I believe it wall all be taken. _

1253. Mr. Humphery.] Do you know the whole of the district between Temora and Stockinbingal ? Yes.
1254. Can you say whether the land is suitable for wheat culture ? Yes, the whole of it is, with the 

exception of the ironbark land.
1255. Where do you send your wool now ? To Cootamundra. I do all my business with Cootamundra.
1256. Within what radius from Temora do you think there is land suitable for wheat cultivation ? I 
could not say, but I believe that right out through the Meroo and all out that side it is good agricultural 

land.
1257. Do you know it yourself? I know part of it.
1258. Is the land round Temora suitable for wheat culture ? Yes, it is very suitable.

1259. Mr. O' Sullivan.] Is your land a fair specimen of the agricultural and pastoral country round that 
way? Yes.

Michael Joseph Noonan, Esq., auctioneer, &c., sworn and examined :— '
Ghavrman.] Where do you reside ? About a mile from here. •
What occupation do you follow ? I am an auctioneer and a stock and station agent.
Is the number of sheep and cattle in the district increasing ? Yes ; the number has increased very 
during the last few years.
How many years have you been in the district ? I was born here ; I have been here over twenty

1264. And you know the stations very well ? I know every acre of land in the district.
1265. Do you think that all the land that is available has been selected or purchased ? Yes ; I do not
known of any Crown lands now available.
1266. And is it your opinion that when the leasehold areas are thrown open the whole of that land will
be selected ? I hear many persons inquiring for land, and I think it will all be selected.
1267. Do you think there are a sufficient number of people in the district without land who will be willing
and ready to take up the land when it is thrown open ? There will not be enough to take it all up, but I 
know of several people from a distance who have been inquiring for land. 1268.

Mr. 1260. 
M. J. Noonan. 1261.

r—1262. 
3 Feb., 1890. much

1263.
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1268. Can you say from what districts they will come ? Some from Murrmnburrah and Wallendbeen.
12G9. As a stock and station agent and auctioneer, do you do any business with Wallendbeen ? No ; 
have done no business with Wallendbeen. .
1270. Do you know the road from here to Wallendbeen ? Yes, well.
1271. Do you think there is a large amount of settlement between here and Wallendbeen ? There is on 
the southern side of the proposed line, towards Cootamundra.
1272. Do you know the route that has been suggested for a railway between Stockinbingal and Wallend
been ? Yes ; I travelled with the engineer when he went over the line.
1273. Is there much cultivation on that route—on the Wallendbeen side? No, there is not a great deal.
It goes through two or three big stations—Nubba, Berthong, and Clifton.
1274. Does it go through Berthong ? Yes ; it touches Berthong.
1275. About how many selectors do you think there are on the railway route between Stockinbingal and 
Wallandbeen ? I do not tfiink there are more than thirty-five or forty at the very outside.

1276. How many of these are on the southern side, and how many on the northern side of the line? I 
know of very few on the northern side, except just at Wallendbeen;—in fact I do not know any except 
the stations.
1277. You say there are thirty-five or forty selections between Stockinbingal and Wallendbeen? A. good 
many of them are about the Congo.
1278. And are the selections taken up in the interests of the station ? Not that I am aware of.

1279. They are in the hands of Iona fide selectors ? Yes. '
1280. Do these selectors cultivate much land? Yes, they cultivate a good deal.
1281. Where do they take their wheat—to Wallendbeen ? A good many go to Wallendbeen, and others 
to Cootamundra.
1282. Would not the railway, if taken to Wallendbeen, be a great advantage to those settlers ? There is 
no doubt it would be an advantage to them. About 3 miles from Wallendbeen on this side there are a good 
few selectors, and then there are not many more until you come to Congo and Morrison’s Hill.
1283. What is about the average of the cultivated areas on that line ? I could not exactly say.
1284. Are there any large cultivated blocks ? No, there are no large blocks. They run in extent from 50 
acres to 100 acres.
1285. Are there many cultivated to that extent ? Yes.
1286. And they have to cart their wheat to the Wallendbeen station ? Yes.
1287. About how far does the cultivation extend from Wallendbeen in this direction? Bor about- 2| 
miles, and then the line goes through the station.
1288. That is as far as the range ? Yes. '
1289. Is there any cultivated land on this side of the range and on the Wallendbeen railway route ? Yes, 
there are a good many selections on Morrison’s Hill.
1290. And are there many this side of Morrison’s Hill ? Yes, on towards Congo there are a good many
selectors. .
1291. And are there many this side of Congo ? Yes, I think there are ten or twelve about Congo.
1292. Do they cultivate largely ? Yes, pretty largely. Some of them cultivate up to nearly 300 acres.
1293. About what distance would they be from the proposed Wallendbeen railway line ? They would be 
within 2 miles of it or closer.
1294. How many miles do you think they would be from the Wallendbeen railway station ? Brom 14 to 
16 miles. ■
1295. How many miles do you reckon it is from Stockinbingal to Wallendbeen by the surveyed railway 
route ? About 21 or 22 miles.

1296. Mr. Humphery.How many of the thirty-five or forty selections you mentioned are between Congo 
Creek and Yeo Yeo ? I think about twenty.
1297. Would those twenty settlers be fairly well served by the line from Cootamundra to Yeo Yeo?
Yes ; and the most distant of them would not be more than 5 miles away from the line.
1298. How many other settlers are there between Congo Creek and Wallendbeen ? About twelve or
fifteen. .
1299. How would they be served ? They would certainly be best served by the line to Wallendbeen.
1300. They would have to send their produce to Wallendbeen ? Yes.
1301. They would not be served by the line from Cootamundra to Yeo Yeo ? No.
1302. I suppose you cannot say approximately how much land they have under cultivation ? I think 
some of them about Morrison’s Hill have up to 200 acres.
1303. How far are they from the proposed line between Cootamundra and Yeo Yeo ? About 10 miles.
1304. And how far from Wallendbeen? About 8 miles.
1305. So that it would be more convenient for them to send their produce to Wallendbeen than to use 
the line from Cootamundra to Yeo Yeo ? Yes.

1306. Mr. O’Sullivan^ Do you hold any stock sales at Stockinbingal ? Yes.
1307. Do you get any stock from the Congo and Tumbleton sides ? No. They come principally from 
Temora and about this neighbourhood.
1308. I suppose you are pretty well acquainted with the land out towards the Bland ? Yes, I know it all.
1309. In your opinion is it well suited for agriculture ? Yes, with the exception of some small patches 
or ridges of ironbark.
1310. Then the country out on the Bland will be served by a railway going from Stockinbingal to 
Temora ? Yes. The railway would serve all the Bland country.

MINUTES OE ETIDENCE—KAILWAY EEOM COOTAMUNDEA TO TEMOEA. 35

Mr. Joseph Johnson, farmer, sworn, and examined:— -

1311. Chairman^ Where do you reside ? About 6 miles from here, on the G-undabingal Station
1312. What occupation do you follow ? A bit of carrying and a bit of farming.
1313. How many acres of land have you ? 380.
1314. Is it a selection ? Yes.
1315. What do you do with the land ? I cultivate 35 acres. 1
1316. What do you grow ? Wheat.

Mr; J.
Johnson.

3/FeCl890-

1317.

Mr.
j M. J. Noonan, 

3 Feb,, 1890,
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Mr. J. 
Johnson.

3 ^Feb^l890.

. 1317. How many bushels to tbe acre did you get this year ? About Si bags.

1318. About 14 bushels ? Yes. It might be more.

1319. You do carrying on the road ? Yes.
1320. What teams have you ? A bullock team. _
1321. How many bullocks do you generally use in a team? Yrom ten to sixteen.
1322. How many tons are you able to carry on this road ? It depends on the time of the year. ^
1323. Speaking in general terms, how many tons can you manage to take this time of the year ? G or /

tons. t
1324. I suppose you have very little carting to do in the winter time ? Not much.

1325. What do you generally carry ? Generally wool; anything that is going. _ ,
1326. What do you charge for carrying wool to Cootamundra? £1 a ton from the Gundabingal station, 

and £14s. from Gundabingal North.

1327. Do you carry any from Temora ? No.
1328. I suppose there is a large amount of stores carried backwards and forwards to Temora ? Yes, but 

they generally go the other road.
1329. Do you carry anything from Stockinbingal ? No.
1330. Do you carry anything to Stockinbingal ? Not often.
1331. Is there no wheat or wool to be carried ? There is plenty of wheat. _
1332. What do you charge for carrying wheat ? They give Is. Gd. and Is. a bag—Is. Gd. for 20 miles, 

and Is. from here, which is about 12 or 14 miles.
1333. Can you say how many teams there are on the road ? Sometimes there are more than at others.
1334. How many do you think there are carrying at the present time, during the wheat season ? There
might be fifteen or twenty that I know of. I am not on the road now, and I cannot say exactly. There 

may be more. I believe there are twenty. _
1335. I suppose the majority of the teamsters are also selectors, and have land of their own ? Yes ; a

good many of them. _ _
1336. At other times of the year I suppose they are clearing their land and cultivating it ? Some are, 

and some come from other parts to cart wheat.
1337. In which direction from here is your selection? It is about north-west from here, on the 

Gundabingal Station.
1338. I suppose you are also of opinion that the railway would be better taken to Cootamundra than to 

Wallendbeen ? Yes.
1339. You think it wmuld be more beneficial to the district generally ? Yes, a great deal more.
1340. Do you bring any wool from the westward ? Yes, sometimes. I do not go back for wool now, but 

only cart for the sheds about here.
1341. What sheds do you take wool from ? From Gundabingal, 6 miles, from here, and from Gunda

bingal north.
1342. And they send, their wool to Cootamundra station ? Yes. t
1343. Is there any difficulty in winter time in getting stores taken to Temora on these roads ? Sometimes 

there is a little difficulty.
1344. What does cartage go up to in the winter time from Cootamundra to Temora? From 25s. up to £2.
1345. Do you find farming pay you better than carting ? No. _ _
1346. You think the carting pays you better? Yes,because I have very little land under cultivation.
1347. Do you find bullocks more profitable than horses ? I have not had. much to do with horses. I. 
think bullocks are more profitable.

1348. Mr. Humphery.'] After the wool and wheat have been sent away from the district during the 
summer, is there much other traffic ? I do not think there is a lot then—not during the winter.
1349. Is there no traffic carting stores up to the different stations ? There is a good deal of traffic 
sometimes in timber and sleepers.
1350. Where does the timber come from ? From the belt of ironbark about 6 miles from here, on the 

way to Temora.
1351. What quantity of timber do you think would be sent ? It is only taken to Cootamundra for 
repairs to the railway.
1352. Is there any saw-mill up there ? Not now. There were two during the construction of the 
Gundagai line, but they were closed after that contract was finished.
1353. Is there abundance of timber suitable for railway purposes still available ? Yes. .
1354. Do you know the size of timber required for sleepers and the construction of bridges ? Yes.
1355. Is there any timber of that sort ? There is plemy of bridge timber.

1356. Mr. O' Sullivan.] How far out in the back country do the teams go that bring wool to Cootamundra ? 
As far as Bygaloree.
1357. What distance is that from Cootamundra? Over 100 miles.
1358. And do you think that if the railway went on to Temora they would draw wool from a distance of 100 
miles from Temora in the same way ? I am pretty well sure of it. Wool that now goes to Junee would 

come this way, and wool that now goes to Young would come this way—if there was a railway to 
Temora.
1359. Do you know if there is any wool that goes down towards Hay that might come this way ? Yes, 
there is a good deal of wool within a pretty easy distance of Temora.
1360. Which goes towards Hay to be shipped on to Yictoria ? Yes. .
1361. Do you think that would be drawn this way if the railway were taken to Temora ? That would 
depend on the railway freight, but I think a good deal of it would.

Mr. David White, sworn, and further examined :—- 

Mr.’ 1362. Mr. Humphery^]' Have you had any experience as a raihvay contractor ? Yes.
D. White. 1363. In this colony ? In Queensland, Victoria, and New South Wales.

—~ 1364. Can you say what is the cost of wire fencing—seven wires, posts, 6 ft. 6; ill. long, 6 in. x 3 in,, and 
3 Feb., 1890. 8 ft. 3 in. apart, No. 6 wire; what would that cost per mile? £55 a mile they gave at Wallendbeen.

‘ 1365. *

* Note (on revision) :—The fence I referred to had a top rail. However, the money' suggested would put up a first- 
class fence. This fence was two wires, equal to the top rail.
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1365. That is what the railway contractors paid for getting the fencing done? Tes.
1366. Was that first-class railway fencing ? Tes. •
1367. Who were the contractors ? Amos Brothers.
1368. Who erected the fencing ? A man called Williams; he had a mate with him.
1369. Where does he live ? He lives out G-undagai way, now.
1370. Was that for the whole length of the line ? No, only a part of it. I think a mile on each side of 
the line.
1371. Could you say what would he the value of railway fencing of a similar description between Temora 
and Cootamundra ? I reckon that if the wire were delivered on the ground the posts could be cut and 
put up, and everything else done for £25 per mile.
1372. Do you think the fencing of this line could be done for less than £55 per mile, which was the cost 
of the fencing at Wallendbeen ? The fencing could be done for less, because the stuff is alongside, and 
there is no cartage.
1373. Have you any doubt that the fencing could be done for £55 per mile ? Hone at all.
1374. Would you be prepared to take a contract to do the whole of the fencing between Temora and 

Cootamundra tor £25 a mile—you finding all the material with the exception of the wire ? Tes.

1375. Mr. O’ Sullivan.'] Would your posts have the holes bored for the wires ? Tes, the posts would be 
bored and the wires put in.

1376. Chairman.] A similar fence to that at Wallendbeen and on the G-overnment railways ? Tes.

Mr. Thomas Walter Manning, sworn, and further examined:—

1377. Mr. Stmpheryi] Ton have heard the evidence of Mr. White ? Tes.
1378. Do you know if the fencing referred to was done for £55 per mile ? I could not say anything about 
that.
1379. Could you say at what price fencing similar to that described to Mr. White could be erected 
between Temora and Cootamundra ? I am certain it could be done for the sum Mr. White mentioned.
1380. Have you had any experience in fencing ? Tes, a good deal.
1381. Have you had any fencing done yourself ? Tes.
1382. What has your fencing cost you ? £17 10s. per mile.
1383. Is that the highest ? Tes. *

1384. What is the number of your wire ? No. 10.
1385. Are you quite sure that £25 per mile would cover the cost of all materials except the wire and also 
pay for the labour ? Tes, I am certain of it.
1386. ^ Would you be prepared to take a contract for the erection of railway fencing similar to that 
described to Mr. White? Tes, I should be quite prepared to take a contract for the fencing at £25 per 

mile, and the wire found.

TVJSSDAT, 4 FEBRUARY, 1890.

[The Sectional Committee met in the Court-house, Temora, at 10'30 a.m.]
present:—

HENRT COPELAND, Esq, (Chaieman).
The Hon. Eeedeeick Thomas Humpheby. | Edwaed William O’Sullivan, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Cootamundra to Temora.

Erancis Hickey, Esq., auctioneer, &c., sworn, and examined :—

1387. Chairmani] Where do you reside ? At Temora. F. Hickey,
1388. How long have you resided here ? Over ten years. -Es<l-
1389. What is your occupation ? I am an auctioneer and commission agent. A-—
1390. Have you any experience as a farmer ? No. 4 1®90-
1391. Have you had any experience as a miner? Tes ; I have been mining for many years.

1392. Does your business lie in the direction of selling stations or selections ? I sell selections, merchan
dise, landed property, and houses.
1393. Can you tell the Committee what is the value generally of the selected land in the neighbourhood ?

I sold some selected land at £2 5s. an acre. I offered some property for sale some few months ago, the 
upset price of which was £5 an acre.
1394. Was that a selection ? Tes.
1395. Were there many improvements on the land ? Tes.
1396. Did you get a buyer for it ? No.
1397. What was the highest bid ? I think the highest offer for the land at that time was £4 14s. ■
1398. How many acres were there? 640.
1399. Is there much demand for land in the neighbourhood ? There is for original selections.
1400. Do you think that if any land were thrown open it would be readily selected ? Tes ; there are in 
fact some Victorian farmers here now looking for land.
1401. How many ? I think there is_ one gentleman in Court now.
1402. I suppose you mean there are one or two cases of that kind ? I have known as many as twenty in 
a week inquiring for land.
1403. Do you know of very much good land hehl in reserves or within the leasehold areas on the squatters’ 
runs ? Not within the leasehold areas—it is all in the resumed area.
1404 The resumed area, I presume, is all selected ? No. There are about 23,000 acres of the resumed 
area held m reserves at the present time.
1405. What kind of reserves ? There is one called the Narraburra Reserve, which extends from near the 
boundary of the leasehold area up to Combaning.
1406. Whose leasehold area ? The Temora station.

.im- How many aci,es does it contain ? There are about 13,000 acres in that reserve alone,

Mr.T. W.
Manning.

3 Feb., 1890.

Mr.-
1). White.

3 Feb., 1890.
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What proportion of that 13,000 acres do you think is suitable for agriculture ? The whole of it.
It is a reserve for water ? Tes.
Is there any water on it P Tes.
Of what nature, a creek ? There is a creek and there is a very large dam on the creek.
I suppose the dam belongs to the station ? To ; I think it belongs to the Crowm.
Who constructed it ? I do hot know,
I suppose it would be desirable to retain that dam, so that the water may be available for the use of 

the public ? Tes. The dam is set apart for the public. I think a mile on either side of it is reserved. 
1115. Then there is a reserve within a reserve ? Tes.
14d6. And all the land outside the inner reserve, I suppose, could be dispensed with in the interests of 
the public f Tes ; in fact it is all cut up into special areas.
1417. Do you think that land will be selected ? Tes, if it is throwm open, every inch of it will be selected.
1418. Have you any information with respect to the number of selections within a radius (say) of 10
miles of Temora, or any other reasonable radius—have you any statistics ? Tes. We collected statistics 
eighteen months ago, which embrace a radius of 18 miles from Temora, and we left those statistics with 
the Minister for Works. There were 196 selections in that list; about thirty did not send their 
statistics in. •
1419. How far did you go from Temora ? We took a radius of 18 miles round Temora.
1420. Tou have not taken any statistics since then? To. The raihvay league sent a man round to 
collect information, and each farmer gave the quantity of land he held.
1421. Have you any reliable information with reference to the numDer of acres that were cultivated this 
season, and the yield ? To ; we had not time to prepare that information.
1422. Do you think the land in the district is increasing or decreasing in value? Increasing.
1423. Do you,mean agricultural land ? Both town land and agricultural land.
1424. What is there to make the land increase in value at the present time? All the Crown lands in the 
neighbourhood are occupied, with the exception of the reserves.
1425. Is there no land available for selection ? To ; unless the people go a long way back.
1426. Is the value of the town land increasing or decreasing? Increasing.
1427. Is the land worth as much now as it was when gold-mining was brisk ? A long way more—four 
times the amount.
1428. And I suppose, in your opinion, it obtained its value on account of agriculture ? Tes.
1429. Does the town present the appearance of being permanent ? Tes ; it is a permanent town, and it 
is increasing.
1430. With regard to the proposed railway, do you think it is the opinion of the majority of the people 
that it would be better to take it to Cootamundra or to Wallendbeen ? I do not think the sense of the 
people has been taken on that subject.
1431. Tou have not endeavoured to obtain the sense of the people ? ' To.

1432. I suppose you know- that the route via Wallendbeen would be 9 miles shorter ? I have heard so.
1433. Well, if you wanted to go from here to Sydney or Goulburn you would have to travel 9J miles 
more by Cootamundra than by Wallendbeen. That additional journey would take you, I suppose, half 
an hour. The question is whether you think it would be in the best interests of the people to construct 
the railway to Cootamundra, and have to travel 9| miles additional, rather than have the railway con
structed to Wallendbeen, and have a journey miles shorter? While recognizing the argument you 
bring forward, I unhesitatingly go for Cootamundra, for this reason : we, at Temora, are so situated that 
we are on the natural highway from Queensland, and from all the back country down as far as the 
Lachlan, and from thence on to the river Darling. There are immense quantities of cattle coming 
through here, and immense quantities of sheep travelling to summer country, and Cootamundra is in a 
direct route for that traffic. In my opinion it would be better to construct a line to Cootamundra, for 
present convenience, and allow the line to Wallendbeen to remain to be constructed in the near future, 
when the surrounding country will be more densely populated, and when the expense of a second line 
from Teo Teo to TV allendbeen would not matter such a great deal, and then there would be two lines 
which would suit all parties. The construction of the line would, in a great measure* intercept the 
traffic from the back country to Victoria. That is the way I look at it.
1434. Can you say where the principal business is transacted—in the direction of Goulburn and Sydney, 
or in the direction of Wagga Wagga and Albury ? I think the principal business is transacted with 
Goulburn and Sydney.
1435. Are there any business connections with Albury, Wagga Wagga, or Victoria? There are; but 
not so many as in the other direction.
1436. Where are the fat stock sent to ? The fat stock is nearly all sent to Victoria. During the last half
year about 8,000 head of cattle passed through here, and about 130,000 sheep. The sheep chiefly come 
from the mountains, or what they call the summer country.

1437. They came out here to go west ? Tes, to go down to the back country. In time of drought a 
great many of these sheep would be trucked to the summer country.
1438. I was asking you more particularly what market you sent your fat stock to—Sydney or Melbourne ? 
Some go to Sydney, but the greater portion, both fat and store, go to Victoria.
1439. That applies to both sheep and cattle ? Tes.
1440. Where is the wool sent to ? Some of the wool goes to Victoria, but the greater portion goes to
Sydney. "
1441. Can you particularize any of the stations and say where they send their wool to? I cannot.
1442. Tou have no business transactions in that direction ? To.
1443. Where is the wheat smt to generally ? The wheat, as a rule, goes down the country—Goulburn
and Sydney; some of it goes to Wagga Wagga. '
1444. And to Albury, I suppose ? Ido not know that there are any buyers from Albury here.
1445. Can you say whether the majority of it goes to Goulburn and Sydney ? Tes, the greater part goes 
to Goulburn and Sydney.
1446. Tou have no information with reference to the average yield of wheat for this year ? . Only from 
hearsay.

1447. M7\ HumpheryI think you said there were 196 selections, and the number not sent about
thirty ? Tes. 1448.

F. Hickey, 1408. 
Es<l' 1409.
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1448. In what direction are the majority of them—Stockinhingal or towards Barmedman ? There are 
none out Stockinbingal way within the radius mentioned, on account of the reserves.
1449. The selections you referred to are west and north ? They are all round Narrahurra, which is 
north-east; on the Trungley station, which is north ; and at Mimosa, which is nearly due west from here. 
Then there are some out at Sebastopol, and down towards Cootamundra.
1450. And very few of the selections you refer to are east of Temora ? Yery few, only those on 
Narrahurra.
1451. How far is the most distant of the 230 selections from Temora ? About 18 miles.
1452. Do you know the country between Temora and Barmedman ? I have been over it.
1453. Can you speak as to the character of the soil ? I think it is somewhat similar to that at Temora ; 
if anything, a little better.
1454. When you spoke of 230 selections, did you mean that there were 230 families settled on various 
selections, or that there were 230 selections taken in different interests ? All taken by families themselves. 
I think out of the number there were some forty-three single men, and the remainder were married 
people.
1455. Is there any timber between Barmedman and Temora suitable for railway construction ? I think
there is one belt of iron-bark. '
1456. How far is it from Temora ? A little more than half-way, perhaps 13 miles.
1457. Do know anything of the industries that are carried on at Temora ? Yes.
1458. Is there more than one saw-mill in the town? No, there is only one.
1459. How many vineyards are there? There are three in the immediate neighbourhood.
1460. Can you say whether there are other cereals grown besides wheat ? Yes ; oats and barley.
1461. In any quantity ? No, not largely.
1462. Any maize ? There may be a little maize, but I am not aware.
1463. Is the soil suitable for the cultivation of the olive? Yes; in fact I think-the soil is eminently 
suited for the cultivation of all fruits.
1464. 'What is the average rainfall ? Brom 14 to 18 inches.
1465. Would there be any tralEc for a railway between Temora and Cootamundra after the wool and 
wheat had been sent to market ? Oh, yes. There would be all the goods from the town—storekeepers’ 
goods. There would be a good deal of merchandise, as well as the passenger traffic.
1466. I am speaking of products ? No ; I do not think there would be anything else at present.
1467. What passenger traffic is there at the present time between here and Cootamundra ? An average of 
perhaps six a day backwards and forwards.
1468. How many stores are there here ? I could not say.
1469. Do you know how many public houses there are ? I think there are seventeen.
1470. All doing business? Apparently so ; they all take out licenses.
1471. What is supporting the town at the present time ? I think it is supported by the agricultural 
interests. Mining at the present time is very poor.
1472. Do you know whether there has been much wheat grown beyond Temora ? A great quantity. The 
people are holding their wheat because the price is very low, and they have to pay from Temora 2s. a bag, 
and 3s. between Cootamundra and Junee. At these rates it would not pay them, and they are holding 
for better prices.
1473. How will their wheat be sent ? By way of Cootamundra and Junee ; the principal part by 
Cootamundra.
1474. Mr. O'Sullivan^ Is the population of the town of Temora increasing or decreasing. I think it is
pretty well at a standstill. .
1475. Does it fluctuate at all ? Very little ; the people seem to be settled.
1476. How do you account for the discrepancies in the figures supplied to the Minister for Works, which 
show that in September, 1887, the population was 1,700; in April, 1889, it was 1,146, and in June, 1889, 
only 508 ? The last figures must only represent the population within the town boundary.
1477. Would 1,700 include the population surrounding the town? Yes; within a reasonable distance, 
not the farmers altogether.
1478. This town was depressed for a considerable period, was it not? Yes.
1479. And is it suffering a recovery now ? Yes ; it is increasing every year.
1480. There is evidence then that the agricultural interest has now taken the place of the mining interest, 
and is likely to make Temora a prosperous town ? Yes.
1481. With regard to the mining interest, can you say whether that is likely to recover itself ? Yes.
1482. You have a reef here called the Mother Shipton Beef, have you not ? Yes. ’
1483. Have they resumed operations there? Yes.
1484. Can you give the Committee any idea of the imports and exports of the town during the year ? No.
1485. Do you think this is a correct statement—that the passengers in the coach in one year numbered 
1,700; that the imports were 20,000 tons, and the exports 4,000 tons? Yes. Those figures are from 
the statistics, taken eighteen months ago.
1486. Were those statistics taken in a reliable manner? They were,
1487. Were any steps taken to verify them ? The storekeepers supplied their railway returns, and gave
the information. .
1488. You think, then, that every reasonable precaution was .taken to place a true statement of the case 
before the Minister for Works? . Yes.
1489. Are those figures likely to be increased ? I think so. In fact I am almost sure of it.
1490. You spoke just now of some selected land that was sold at £2 5s. an acre;—was that sold subject 
to the unpaid balances ? Yes.
1491. And the offer of £4 Is. for another block, was that with the same provision ? Yes.
1492. Have you noticed whether pastoralists are in the habit of driving their starving stock this way to 
the summer country ? Yes, they always go by Temora.
1493. And whence do they proceed then ? They proceed to Cootamundra.
1494. Is this along the stock route ? Yes, the stock route runs just outside the town.
1495. To what do you attribute the fact that the land between here and Stockinbingal is not settled ?
To the fact that it has been reserved. We could not get it thrown open. We have tried time after time 
without success. 1496

P. Hickey, 
Esq.
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1496. Is the Narrahurra water reserve on that land ? Yes. That has been cancelled. The water was 
analysed, and found to he unfit for human use ; consequently, the G-overnment gave the reserve up.
1497. Who holds it now ? It is G-overnment land. I saw a little time ago -1- ~ " "
had a lease of it, or were paying rent for some portions of the land.
1498. Then wdiy is this land not taken up ? It is still reserved.
1499. Is there not also a large gold-field reserve out there ? Yes.
1500. What is the name of it ? Temora gold-field reserve.

Is there not a G-undabingal reserve ? That is a separate reserve. -
So that you have three reserves between Temora and Stockinhingal ? Yes.
Not one of which should he reserved ? I consider they should all he thrown open for selection. 
Is the iron-bark country reserved ? Yes, that is in the Narrahurra reserve.
Have you any good orchards or vineyards around the town ? Yes, very fair.
Do you know if any of the horticulturists cultivate

1501.
1502.
1503.
1504.
1505» j_i_cv r v. j \j ^ w — ------j------  ---- ^ T x 1-XO TViT
1506. Do you know if any of the horticulturists cultivate the olive and the vine to any extent t Mr. 
Deitz imported 240 olive-trees from Adelaide last year, and planted them, and I understand they are

1507. Are the owners of the land between Temora and Cootamundra likely to give to the Government, 
free of cost, the land required for the railway ? I could not say. _
1508. Have they not made that offer to the Minister for Works ? _ Not that I am aware of.
1509. It is in print in one of the documents supplied to the Minister. Do you think the land owners 
would be likely to hold to that offer if it were made ? I daresay the selectors would give the land.
1510. But not holders of town lots ? I should hardly think the holders of town lots would be likely to 
give up the land after improving it.
1511. Have you heard of any selectors in this neighbourhood selling out ? Yes.
1512. To whom do they sell ’? I have several selections in hand now for sale. _
1513. Why are they selling out ? One man is selling because his sons have left him, and he is rather old 
to look after such a big holding, and he would like to get into some other pursuit.
1514. Any other reasons assigned P Another has sold because he has a better property elsewhere,, and
another man sold out a short time ago for the very same reason—because he had an hotel property with a 
large selection attached, on which he could do better. .
1515. Then in each case a reasonable excuse has been offered for the sale of these lands ? Yes.
1516. Are the lands being bought by pastoralists, or by other selectors ? By neighbouring selectors.
1517. Mr. Humphery.'] Is the site of the proposed station, as marked on the map, a suitable one ? The 
land is rather low at that particular spot. I think it would be better if it were taken higher up the hill.
1518. How far from the proposed site ? 100 or 200 yards. _ _
1519. What inconvenience do you apprehend from the present site being a little lower than the one you 
suggest ? The land there is rather boggy in wet weather, it being a natural water-course.
1520. That is the only objection ? Yres.

Mr.
H. Morris.

4FeiCl89a
No. I have been puddling dirt for the

Mr. Henry Morris, miner, sworn, and examined :—
1521. Chairman^ Where do'you reside ? At Temora.
1522. How long have you been here ? Since August, 1880.
1523. What is your occupation ? A miner—what they call a puddler.
1524. Have you been working in alluvial mines since 1880 ? ” "
public. . . ..
1525. You have not done any mining on your own account ? !Not on Temora.
1526. I suppose you have been mining in other parts ? Yes. At Gulgong, New Zealand, and other

1527. What is your opinion with reference to the prospects of this place with regard to alluvial mining. 
Do vou think the alluvial mining is wmrked out ? I believe there is a possible chance of new gold being 
struck, provided people would prospect. There are, very likely, places within a few miles of the town.
1528. Is there much prospecting being done ? Yery little outside the old lead.
1529. Has the district been prospected ? It has not.
1530. About how far from the town do you reckon it has been thoroughly prospected ? Not above 
4 miles.
1531. You think, then, that within 4 miles of the town it may safely be concluded that there is nothing 
likely to be discovered ? There are one or two places within the 4 miles that have not been tested.
1532. Have not those places been sutficiently prospected to decide wdiether or not there is payable gold 
there ? There are one or two places that have not.
1533. What is the depth of sinking there ? About 70 or 80 feet.
1534. All soft sinking? Yes ; fair sinking.
1535. I suppose the general run of the depth is about from 60 to 80 feet ?
is 170 feet. _
1536. Does it form into a lead -where the ground is deep ? It is more like
continue into the lead. '
1537. What was the nature of the wash-dirt—was there much gravel? Some places it was very gravelly,
but in others there was very little gravel. _
1538. Was the gravel much water--worn ? Yes, a lot of it. But down this part of the lead there was
very little gravel. _ _ .
1539. Do you think there is any probability of a deep permanent lead being discovered in the neighbour
hood ? In the present lead there are several large 'holes that have never been bottomed, and there is 
splendid wash all the way down, but the gold appears to get poorer as they get deeper. The ground, 
therefore, cost too much to wrork, and the men left it.
1540. Did it make any wTater, and become wret ? No ; it was very dry. There are several water-shafts 
getting water at a depth of about 210 feet. There is very little variation in the depth of the water.
1541. Can you say how much gold has been got from the field up to the present time ? No. _
1542. Are you fully employed with your puddling-machines? Not at present; wrork is a little dull at 
present.
1543. How many machines have you ? Three, 1544.

In some instances the depth 
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1544. Horse-power, I suppose ? Tes.
1545. I suppose, as a matter of fact, there is very little payable dirt now to work P Very little. The
average for last year was very poor. J
1546. We may consider that, for all practical purposes, the field is worked out as far as is known ? Yes
at present. It is only just fossicking in the old lead. It is worked out if there is nothing new. ’
1547. So that there is nothing in the shape of alluvial mining to look forward to to give traffic to the 
railway or prosperity to the town ? Not at present.
1548. Are you the onlv puddler here ? No ; there are two others—Tee and Brown.
1549. How many machines have they ? Brown has two, and Pee has four.
1550. Are they employed ? I think they are employed pretty much about the same as myself. We get
about three days a week at present—about half our time. The quantity of dirt I puddled during the last 
twelve months was 3,250 loads. °
1551. What was the yield ? About 2^ dwt. to the load.
1552. Is the gold pretty good ? Very good gold.
1553. What do you charge for puddling ? 3s. per load.
1554. What does it cost to cart it to the machine ? I cart it and puddle it for 3s.
1555. So that the miners have about 7s. a load for getting it ? Yes.
1556. What depth of dirt is there ? There are various depths, from 30 feet to 3 and 4. In some places 
they do not know the depth of it. There is any amount of dirt giving from 1 to 2 dwt. to the load 
loo7. What do you mean by “ any amount” ? Thousands of loads. But it is so deep that it will not 
pay to raise it.

Yes ; you want a lot of very heavy timber, and it is so1558. I suppose the ground requires timbering ? 
deep that it takes them very long to raise it.
1559 In what form is it;—is it a flat horizontal layer of clay and gravel ? Gravel. It is also gravelly 
about the Golden Gate, towards the top of the town. ° J

tit68 ^.ta^e ^le f°rm headings ? It is down on the bottom, underneath the orioinal workings
1561. Were the original workings on a false bottom ? Partly, and in other parts there is a very high 
^>o°nw?,<A J e’ an<* ,ese are of holes containing wash-dirt, and none of them have been bottomed.
1562. What do you reckon is the lowest yield that would pay to get this dirt out ? With the present 
state of working, and without good appliances, 3 dwt. is the lowest yield that would pay in the case of 
rich gravel; that is, working as they do now with a whip to raise the dirt.
1563. Then the work that is being done at the present time is really not payable ? No.
1564 About what wages do the miners make after paying you for puddling? Sometimes they make 
very little. They might make £2. I believe that if the wasfi-dirt would yield 3 dwt. they would make 
£2 10s. J

Mr.
H. Morris.

4 Feb., 1890.

It will not yield more than 1| dwt.? No, it will not; and they only make about £1 or £1 5s. a week. 
lo66. Where do you get your water from ? The dam. We have to depend upon race water. 
lo6/ Are there any gold-fields being worked between Temora and Stockinbingal ? Yes ; at the Scrub 
Yards and Woodstown, about 17 miles from here.
1568. Is payable mining being carried on there now ? No. There is nothing doing there as regards 
mining. °

it ^andoned ? Yes. There might be two parties working out there, but that is about all.
15/0. is there anything being done m mining between Temora and Barmedman? Nothing In fact I 
think it has been very little prospected.
1571. Do you know how many men are employed here in alluvial mining at the present time ? I should 
say not more than 200.
Irlo' ^r;0’SulUva'^-'] Have you any knowledge of the Temora and Gundabingal Gold-fields reserves ? No. 
157d. Did you ever hear of any gold-fields being discovered on them ? No.
1574. Do you think those lands ought to be locked up in reserves ? No. I think they omdit to be 
thrown open. ^ °

Be\. John Brown Gribble, Church of England Clergyman, sworn, and examined:—
1575. Chairman.] Do you reside in Temora ? Yes.
1576. What is your occupation ? I am a clergyman of the Church of England.
1577. Do you travel much in the district? A great deal.
1578. Do you think from your experience that the district is progressing ? I do.
15/9. That the population is increasing? Yes.
1580. I suppose you are in the habit of visiting the selections and the stations ? Yes.
1 roo S-an ^ tell1wliettier the selectors in the district are reasonably prosperous ? That is my opinion 
lo82. I on think that they are not only making a living but also putting a little by for a rainy day ? 
Their prospects are very good. They had a very dry season, but during the last season they were more 
successful, and their prospects are very good. J
1583 Speaking in general terms do yon think they are mostly free from debt, or are they heavily 
tell ^' 1 d° n0t they are heavll}r m debt- Tlie estent of tbeir indebtedness, of course, I cannot

1584. I am only asking you to say in general terms ? My opinion is that they are a very industrious and
very prosperous body of men. J
1585. You think that as a class they are permanently settled in the neighbourhood ? I do.
1586. That they have no intention of selling their holdings and going further afield? I do not think
5 ro£ h^Te ldea domg so- 1 hare formed the opinion that they are bona fide settlers on the soil 
lo87. Can you say whether they are increasing the area of their holdings? They are endeavouring to do 
so, but they are prevented m a great measure by the fact of the land being locked up. They would increase 
their holdings it they had facilities fordoing so. .
1588. How many churches are there in the town ? Eour.

W^at denominations ? Roman Catholic, Anglican, Presbyterian, and Wesleyan 
ISflAre there any churches inthe neighbourhood outside the town ? Yes, at Barmedman, Bagdad, 
parish arandU a' 1 V1Slt dlfEerent statl0ns and ^ttlers’ houses, and altogether work thirteen places in the

25 0)—E '

Rev.
J. B. Gribble. 
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Rev- 1591. What is your opinion with reference to the proposed railway-—do you think it would be desirable 
J. B. Gribble. ^-0 ^a]je ^ from Cootamundra or from Wallendbeen ? Knowing the whole district very well, my feeling 
4 f'vT'Tw) co:nnection should be at Cootamundra. One reason assigned by Mr. Hickey I thoroughly

e ■’ ’ endorse. I can say that this is the direct stock route from all the back country. Indeed, during the
past twelve months I have travelled right through to the Queensland border, and I find that stock travel 
from Hungerford right down through Temora. I have a son engaged in that work, and he brings cattle 
right down to the Darling. Some are sent on by way of Cootamundra to Victoria. Apart from market
able stock, this is also the direct route to the summer country. I travel to the hills regularly at given 
periods in connection with my work among the aborigines, and I know that the Tumut country is supplied 
from the back country during the summer. A greater portion of the starving stock passes through this 
district to Gundagai, and on to Tumut and Tumberumba, and places beyond.
1592. How long have you resided here ? I have been here just about a year.
1593. Can you give any instance where stockowners have made use of the railway from Cootamundra to 
Gundagai to take their stock to the mountains, instead of travelling them by road ? I cannot give 
an instance, but I have frequently met flocks travelling to and from the summer country.
1594. Travelling by roads ? Yes; I do not doubt but that if railway communication were secured they 
would travel by rail.
1595. What makes you think they would travel by rail if the railway were constructed to Temora, when 
they have not used the railway from Cootamundra to Gundagai? In the first place—and perhaps this 
would be the principal reason—the stock would be kept on their holdings as long as possible, and then 
they would be glad to send them by the most expeditious way of travelling. They would keep their 
stock as long as possible, hoping for rain, and then they would remove them to the mountain country.
1596. Do you think they would be likely to pay the railway rates—even the low starving stock rates—so
long as they were able to travel the sheep by the road? Yes, I believe they would. They would keep 
the stock as long as possible on their own holdings, and in the last extremity they would send them 
through by rail as quickly as possible to the summer country. It is my opinion that they would use the 
railway. I might give another reason for the junction at Cootamundra, and I think it is a very tangible 
one, viz.: That there is a general junction there at the present time, while at Wallendbeen a new junction 
would have to be created, which of course would involve great inconvenience to the public, and also great 
expense. _
1597. Do you think the people at Stockinbingal and Wallendbeen would be satisfied with the railway 
going to Cootamundra and leaving them out in the cold ? Mr. Davidson, a very large squatter on the 
Bland, told me very plainly, and in fact wrote to the same effect to the Committee at Wallendbeen, that 
he would certainly prefer the junction being at Cootamundra. Selectors on this side of Yeo Yeo, just 
on the border of Dinga-Dingi, also told me that they would prefer Cootamundra. Beyond that over the 
small piece of country lying between Yeo Yeo and Wallendbeen I found that the feeling was in favour 
of Wallendbeen. I found, however, that the number of people who would be best served by that route, 
was small, in comparison with those who would be served by the other route.
1598. Are you well acquainted with the country between Yeo Yeo and Wallendbeen ? Ho ; I am not.
1599. I suppose you frequently visit Barmedman ? Very frequently. _
1600. Is there much cultivation going on between here and Barmedman ? There is a considerable amount 
of settlement between Temora and Barmedman. This has not taken place since my arrival, but beyond 
Barmedman a good deal of settlement has taken place since I came here.
1601. Do you think all the available land is occupied ? Yes. '
1602. Do vou think more land would be occupied if it were available? I am sure of that. I have heard 
of numbers of cases during the past six months in which, from Victoria and South Australia, inquiries 
have been made for land in this district.
1603. Mr. Humphery.'] Can you speak as to the character of the soil within a radius of 15 miles of 
Temora to the north, south, and west, omitting the east towards Stockinbingal ? Yes. In my opinion it 
is first-class agricultural soil. <
1604. Suitable for the production of wheat? Yes, very suitable indeed. _ I have witnessed some of the 
best crops I have ever seen in my life in this district, and especially at Mimosa and Barmedman.
1605. And is it good fruit-growing land ? Yes, first-class. _ _
1606. What description of fruit ? Grapes, peaches, plums, figs, apples, oranges—those are the principal 
fruits that I have noticed.
1607. Did you hear Mr. Hickey say that there were 230 selections in the district ? Yes.
1608. Do vou think that is a correct estimate of the number ? Approximately.
1609. Within 18 miles ? Yes, I think that is correct. I have not counted them myself, but they are 
nearly all in my parish, and I think that estimate is not at all an exaggeration.
1610. ” Mr. O' Sullivan.] How far do your ministrations take you from Temora to the north and to the
west ? 35 miles to the north.
1611. And how far to the west ? About 18 miles. _
1612. Do you think that the produce within that area would be likely to come to Temora ? Yes. It is
the only centre. , _
1613. Do you go far out in the direction of Hillston towards Lake Cudgellico ? I go about 16 miles.
1614. Do you know if any of the pastoralists or farmers are in the habit of sending their produce down
towards the Hay line ? Ho, I do not. Further down in the Merool and Humbug country they send to 
Whitton. .
1615. Have you heard of any pastoralists who send their wool to Carrathool to be shipped by steamers on 
the Murrumbidgee and taken down to Melbourne. I lived on the Murrumbidgee for eight years, and when 
I commenced my work there that was the case, but it is not so now. All the steamer trade is done away 
with in consequence of the railway.
1616. You think that the opening of a line to Temora would tap a portion of the trade of that back
country ? It would tap a great portion of the Humbug country. There is a main road from here right 
through to the Humbug towards Lake Cudgellico. For 20 or 30 and perhaps 40 miles it would serve that 
country. •

42 PAEMAMENTAEX STANDING- COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WO EES.
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Mr. Eugene Perrot, fruitgrower, sworn, and examined:—
1617. Chairman^ T>o you reside at Temora? Tes.
1618. What is your occupation ? I am a fruit-grower.
1619. How much land do you own ? Eour acres.
1620. How much of that have you under cultivation ? Two acres.
1621. _ What do you grow ? I will show you samples of my fruit. [Fruit 'produced^ This basket of fruit 
contains grapes, peaches, apples, apricots, figs, plums, &c. In fact I can grow any kind of fruit.
1622. Do you find that the apples do well here ? They could not do better. The climate and the soil
could not be better adapted than it is for fruit-growing. I have tried twenty different kinds of grapes 
and I find the soil suitable for all kinds of table-grapes. I have not as yet tried wine-grapes. ’
1623. Do you think it would be desirable to try wine-grapes ? Hot if the railway comes here.
1624. Have you had any experience in grape culture in the old country ? No.
1625. How many years have you been gardening ? It is six years since I started the orchard in Temora
1626. Tour experience has been confined to this neighbourhood ? Tes.
1627. Tou are not able to say whether the climate and the soil is suitable for wine-making? I would 
not be afraid to try it, but I think it would pay better to grow fruit for the market than to make wine if 
we had the railway here. Speaking as one private individual, I would say that instead of havino' only 
2 acres devoted to the cultivation of fruit for the supply of the Temora market, if there was a railway here 
I should grow fruit xor the Sydney market. It is impossible for us at present to send fruit to the Sydney 
market, because the expense would be too great, and the fruit would be in a bad condition.
16178' y°u find a read7 sale in Temora for the fruit you grow ? Tes ; but it is as much as I can do to 
sell ail 1 grow.
1629. So that if you cultivated more you would not be able to get rid of it locally ? I could not cultivate 
more profitably unless the railway came.
12o?' '?0/0U thillk WOuld pay yo" to send fruit from tere to Sydney by rail ? Tes, decidedly. '
1631. And you find that you get prolific crops ? As an instance, I will give you the yield of the apricots, 
xrom live trees I sold 1,000 dozen. I get about £2 10s. from every tree.
1632. I suppose you find that very much better than growing wheat ? Most decidedly
ieSB. Tour actual income from each tree is £2 10s. ? Tes, this year. I plant a little of my orchard at 
a time, f here are only a certain number of trees in full bearing at present; the others are quite youn^ 
some ot them having only been planted this year. Every year 1 plant about half an acre.
1634. How much ground have you in full bearing ? Only about half an acre.
1»6A3'J-,]?ave you any obiectiorl to tell the Committee what income you derive from the half acre ? About 
£70 this year.
1636. Do you find that any disease attacks the fruit ? No.
1637 Is there anything special about the soil you cultivate, or is there any quantity of soil in the neigh- 

g00d1aS rUrS ? 1 tWnk is yearly all alike. I do not see any difference in it.
1630. 8° that it the people chose to cultivate fruit there would be no difficulty in growing a very large
quantity ? Not as long as there was a market to send it to. One thing that is very favourable for fruit
growing m this district is that we are about a month or more ahead of Toung and Goulburn in our
seasons so that we could send fruit to those places about a month before they had any themselves
Eor instance we could get 6d. a lb. for grapes at Toung or Goulburn, for ours would be ripe when theirs 
would be quite green. 1
1639. Mr. O'Sullivan.'] Have you made any attempt to grow the orange? No.

-Have you heard of any one who has attempted it ? Tes. I believe some evidence will be given 
wTuti reierence to Tiislt.
1641. Do you know of any successful attempt ? Tes.
1642. Do you think the climate and soil are suitable for the growth of the orange ? I could not say I
have seen oranges growing here successfully. .
1643. Who is it that grows the orange and the olive ? Mr. Deitz.
1644. Has he made a success of orange culture ? I have never been to his place.

you Hink that fruit-growing.would be a success here if you depend on the local market, or even 
the troulburn market ? Without a railway the fruit industry will not prosper in Temora, but with the 
means ot reaching a market it is bound to go ahead.
1646. Do you think you could compete in the Sydney market from this distance ? Tes.
1647. Tou have never heard of anyone who has cultivated the grape for wine purposes? Tes Mr
Hensler has done so. 1 ’•
1648. I suppose the 4 acres of land you possess have enabled you to make a comfortable living ? I have 
only bait an acre fruit-bearing now, but with the whole of the 4 acres I should make £500 or £600 a
y6£lT.
1649. Net profit ? Tes.
1650. Mr. Humphery.] Is Mr. Hensler building a wine cellar ? Tes, he is building a large one.

Mr. Alexander Deutscher, farmer, sworn, and examined:—
Chairman.] Where do you reside ? Three miles to the north of Temora.

1652. What is your occupation ? I am a farmer.
1653. How much land do you hold ? 530 acres.
1654. Is it conditionally purchased land ? Tes.
1655. How long have you held it ? Eor five years and three months.
1656. How many acres have you under cultivation ? Seventy.
1657. What did you grow this year ? All wheat.
1658. Tou do not cultivate any other crop ? I have not done so yet. 
tcca tj kat waS your yield His year ? Twenty-six bushels to the acre.
1660. How many years have you been growing wheat ? I was brought up on a farm.
been growing wheat ever since I can remember. T 1—- 1---- ' ’ ■
two years. . .

Mr.
E. Perrot.

4 Feb., 1890.

Mr.
A. Deutscher.
4<FeCl890.

c-- -r — - —My father has 
1 have been growing wheat on my own account for

1661.
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Mr. 166L I suppose 26 bushels to the acre is an exceptionally high yield ? Yes. The average, I should 
A. Deutscher. t}link) ig about 2o bushels.
4^^1890 '^n<^ J'011 a yield like that gives you a good profit on the cultivation ? It does when

e > 10 we can get rid of it.
1663. Have you any difficulty in getting rid of the wheat at any time ? We have this year.
1664. Can you not find purchasers for it? We can, but at a very low figure.
1665. What is offering for wheat now? I have sold 250 bags at Temora for 2s. Sd. per bushel.
1666. Delivered where ? In Temora.
1667. Then you have to cart it into Temora, and sell it at 2s. 8d. per bushel ? Yes.
1668. Do you know where it is going to ? It was bought by Mr. G-ardiner, who has a mill here.
1669. Then I suppose that wheat would be ground into flour for local consumption? Yes.
1670. Can you say what is ihe reason you can only obtain 2s. 8d. per bushel—is more wheat grown in the 
neighbourhood than can be consumed ? Yes, I believe so.
1671. What would you have to pay for carting that wheat to Cootamundra? 2s. 3d. a bag, or from 6d. 
to 7d. a bushel.
1672. How much would it cost to have it taken to Wallendbeen ? I could not say.
1673. I suppose there are no teams going to Wallendbeen ? No.
1674. I presume you are very much in favour of the railway being constructed to Temora? Yes.
1675. And you would he very glad to send your wheat by the railway if it were open ? Yes.
1676. If the line were constructed to Temora do you think there would be a large increase in the area of 
land cultivated ? I am sure there would. If there was a railway here I should cultivate more.
1677. Is the farm your own, or is it your father’s ? It is my own.
1678. Do your parents reside in the neighbourhood ? Yes.
1679. Have you calculated the value of the wheat taken off per acre ? I have not.
1680. It yields 26 bushels, which was sold at 2s. 8d.; that would he about £3 9s. per acre. Do you find 
that a profitable occupation, taking into consideration the cost of the seed wheat, the ploughing and 
stripping, and all the other labour ? It was, perhaps, profitable this year, but it is seldom that you get 
such a good crop.
1681. You are making more by that occupation than you could make by mining, splitting, fencing, or any 
occupation of the kind ? That I am not sure of.
1682. At any rate if the railway were here you would be likely to increase your area under cultivation ? 
Yes.
1683. Is there very much land as good as yours in the neighbourhood ? I think so. All the land in the 
neighbourhood is good.
1684. Is there much good land between Temora and Barmedman? I think it is all equally as good as 
mine.
1685. Are there no barren ridges of ironbark ? There is one ironbark ridge.
1686. How wide is that ? A mile or a mile and a half.
1687. And, with the exception of that ridge, is the whole country suitable for agriculture ? Yes.
1688. Do you know the country beyond Barmedman? Yes, for some distance beyond Barmedman.
1689. How many miles ? About 12 or 13 miles.
1690. What is the land like out there ? It is very good land.
1691. Is it equally as good as the land between Temora and Barmedman ? In my opinion it is.
1692. Do you consider your land as good as the land about Yeo Yeo ? I am not acquainted with the 
land about Yeo Yeo.
1693. Mr. O’ Sullivan.'] How far out do you say your farm is ? 3 miles.
1694. Are there many wheat-growers further out than you ? There are a good many, but they do not 
grow a large quantity of wheat, because it is too far to draw it to market. This year, I believe, if we 
offered 3s. a bag we could not get it drawn, because there are no carriers here to draw it. Later on in 
the winter we may get it carted.
1695. You consider, then, that wheat culture is very much hampered for want of speedy transit to 
market ? I do.
1696. Where do the farmers outside of you send their wheat ? To Cootamundra.
1697. How do they get it in ? Whenever they can get a chance by a carrier. Sometimes a carrier comes 
up loaded from Cootamundra, and they send their wheat back.
1698. Would it pay them to give 7d. a. bushel for conveyance to Cootamundra? It does not pay them.
1699. They must either send it to Cootamundra, and pay that high freight, or allow the wheat to rot ? 
Yes.
1700. How far do you think the farming population—that is, farmers who cultivate a little now, and who 
are likely to be farmers—how far does that population extend around this town, drawing a circle round 
east, north, and west ? To the north for about 40 miles I believe the farmers will all grow wheat if the 
railway is constructed, and they can get it to market.
1701. Would it pay these men to grow wheat if they had to cart it 40 miles to Temora if there was a rail
way here ? It would pay them better than at present. It does not pay them at all now. No doubt they 
would grow some wheat if there was a railway as far as Temora.
1702. How does your answer just given agree with what you said previously ;—you say that if the railway 
came to Temora farmers 40 miles out would send their wheat in, and yet you said that it did not pay the 
farmers in your neighbourhood to send their wheat to Cootamundra, a distance of 35 miles ? I say that 
the farmers 40 miles out would grow some wheat. I do not say they would cultivate to any great extent.

' They would do the same as we have to do at present—grow a little wheat and send it to market.
1703. But a little wheat would not pay the expenses of the farm for the year ? It would not pay them, 
but still they would always grow a little.
1704. What else would they do ;—run sheep and cattle ? ■ Yes.
1705. Many sheep ? Yes ; it is a good grazing country.
1706. Do they do their own shearing out there ? I believe so.
1707. Which way do they send their wool in ? Through Temora, to Cootamundra, and from there to 
.Sydney.
1708. Have you been far out to the north, towards Hillston? No, not further than Barmedman.

44 , PABLIAMENTABY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC TYOEKS.
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1709.
No.
1710.
1711.
1712.
one of my paddocks for the last four months, until my father has. water on a piece of land further back; 
but I have about 500 sheep all the year round on my. land.
1713. How many acres? 400. .
1714. So that the land would carry more than a sheep to the acre ? Tes.
1715. Have you any land under conditional lease ? No.
1716. About what do the fleeces cut generally ? Our average has been about from 31b. to 41b.
1717. And what do you get a lb. for it in grease ? 7d.
1718. Is that not rather a light fleece for this neighbourhood ? They were mixed sheep ; most of them 
breeding ewes.
1719. And you think growing wheat will pay better than sheep? I am sure it would if there was a rail
way here.
1720. 3£r. O Sullivan.'] Where do the farmers living some distance from Temora get their stores from ?
A great many of them get them from Cootamundra.
1721. Do they deal with the storekeepers in Temora ? To a certain extent they do.
1722. And if not, where do they get stores ? They send to Cootamundra.
1723. Then all their business appears to lie between Cootamundra and Temora ? Tes.
1724. Are many of the people out here related to the Cootamundra farmers ? Not that I am aware of.
1725. They regard Cootomundra, then, as their local trade centre ? Tes.

And you cannot speak then with any authority as to the country beyond—40 miles from Temora ? Mr.
A. Deutscher.

Chairman.] Have you any sheep or cattle ? Tes. ~A'—v
How many sheep ? 1,000. 4 Feb., 1880.
Do you keep those on your selection ? The sheen are not all mine. Thev have been runninff i

Richard Webber Burstal, Esq., Manager of the Bank of New South Wales, Temora, sworn, and
examined:—

1726. Chairman?^ Tou reside in Temora ? I do. jj yp Bar3tal
1727. What is your occupation ? I am Manager of the Bank of New South Wales. ‘ Esq. ’
1728. How long have you resided in Temora ? About a year and nine months. ---- s
1729. During which time you have occupied the same position ? Tes. 4 Feb., 1890.
1730. iMr. Humpheryi] Can you say if the deposits in the bank have been increasing or decreasing during 
tne past five years, since Temora ceased to be a payable gold-field P The deposits have been decreasing 
within the last five years. That, of course, is partly owing to the exodus of the miners to other fields.
1731. Can you speak as to the general prosperity or otherwise of the existing population living round 
Temora ? The population has largely increased, and the money that has been brought to Temora has 
been sunk in the land and in improving it. The general prosperity of a district can hardly be gauged by 
the deposits m the bank. In a young district more especially you would have to gauge the prosperity of 
the farmers by visiting their homesteads and seeing what they have. Instead of leaving money in the 
bank at 4 and 5 per cent, it would pay them better to apply it to the improvement of their farms.
1/32. Then you explain the decrease in the amount of the bank deposits in that way; that is to say, that 
the money is invested in conditional purchases ? The money has been invested in land, stock, farming 
implements, and in improving their holdings. b
1733. Can you say that your bank has advanced largely for that purpose P Tes. I have advanced pretty 
largely since I have been here. The advances have increased very much in the last five years.
1734. For the purchase of land and stock ? Yes ; the whole of it has gone into the land. As to the purchase
of stock there is always a floating advance, but the majority of the advances have gone into permanent 
improvements on the land. . r
1735. Do you'advance against the "wheat crop ? lam making temporary advances this-year pending a
higher price for sale. j r ©
1736. Against the wheat crop? Yes ; we temporarily advance pending the price of wheat rising, but we
do not make permanent advances against anything of that sort. We advance against certificated selec
tions and against sheep and cattle. ■
1737. Can you say if the area under wheat is increasing? It has nearly doubled in the last twelve 
months as far as my constituents are concerned.
1738. Can you say from the repayments you have had for advances made whether the settlers round here
who cultivate are m a prosperous condition or otherwise ? It is rather early in the season to speak as to 
this year s wheat. I can only judge by the stocks on hand, and as far as my returns have come in the average 
yield to the acre has been about 22J bushels. I am not speaking of the district generally but of men 
who are m my books and who send their returns into me. This yield, estimating its return at 3s a bushel 
has, m the majority of cases, reduced the individual debts to the bank about half. ’

are Iou prepared to say that the operations in which you have been engaged are of a perfectly 
healthy character? I do not believe there are any sounder operations in any financial institution in the 
Colony. .
1740. Do you know anything of the proposed railway between Cootamundra and Temora—do you know 
the route ? I have travelled over the route once.

Have you travelled over the route from Teo Teo to Wallendbeen ? No, I know nothing of that.
1742. Can you say whether it is desirable that there should be any alteration or deviation of the proposed 

a j °St .idedly not’ as far as tte convenience of the people in and round Temora is concerned.
1743. And you think that if the line were constructed as proposed it would best serve the whole of the 
settlers m and around Stockinbingal as well as Temora ? I cannot speak as to Stockinbingal because I 
am not sufficiently acquainted with it, but I can speak most decidedly about Temora.
1744. Do you think that the proposed site of the railway station in Temora is a suitable one ? The site is 
centralbut is situated rather in a hollow, and the ground is at times somewhat swampy about there.
1745. Do you think the site is the most convenient having regard to the possible extension of the railway 
to Barmedman ? I think it is as suitable as any other site.
1^46. Tou have spoken as to the financial condition of the farmers;—can you say whether the business in 
the town is in a healthy state ? As far as I am able to judge it is.
1747. Can you say how many storekeepers there are in Temora ? Ten or twelve. 1748.
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And tow many banks ? Two—the A. J.S. Bank and the Bank of N.S.’W. .
Mr. O' Sullivan.'] Have you made many bad debts since you have been here ? I have made one. 
In how long a period ? About nineteen months.
Have you had to foreclose on any land or stock mortgaged ? Ho, not yet..

46 PARLIAMENTAEY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEKS. '

Mr. Thomas Grelling, hay and corn dealer, sworn, and examined :—
Chairman.] I believe you are in business in Temora where you carry on a hay and corn store ?

How long have you been in business there ? About nine or ten years.
How many other persons are there in the same business ? There are one or two more.
Judging by what you purchase do you think agriculture is increasing in the neighbourhood? Tes. 
I suppose the general crop is wheat ? Wheat principally.
Is there much hay grown ? A good bit.
Any lucerne hay ? Not that I am aware of.
What do they make into hay ? Wheat and oats. __ _
Do you find your business increasing ? It keeps something about the same—there is not much 

difference.
1761. Do you purchase for local distribution or send to Cootamundra? To send to Cootamundra and 
Junee—Junee principally, and also to Albury and Wagga Wagga.
1762. Can you state what quantity you purchase? About 40 tons in seven weeks.
1763. Can you say how many tons you sent away this year or last year ? I could not say exactly. About 
6 or 8 tons of wheat come up to Temora, and very often 3 or 4 tons go down—some weeks not so much.
1764. Can you tell the Committee what was the extent of your business last year? Two or three teams
were kept going. I have one of my own. They are always on the road. .
1765. Tou could not say how many tons ? I could not say exactly without looking over the books. Tou 
can see by the railway receipts. There were about 40 tons in seven weeks.
1766. Was that all sent to Junee ? It all came from Junee.
1767. Of what did the goods consist ? Principally beer, corn, potatoes, oats, and chaff.
176S. But you do not deal in beer ? No ; I draw for two beer firms in Wagga Wagga. .
1769. Then you are bringing agricultural produce from Junee to Temora ? Tes. I bring a good deal
of produce here when the district has not sufficient itself, and when it is cheaper to import it. There is 
very little corn grown about here, and only a small quantity of potatoes. _ _ _
1770. Do you think the land is not suitable for the growth of these things ? I think it is. I have seen
some very good potatoes here, and some very good corn, but, as a rule, it is not a good line. It is 
principally wheat and oats that pay. _
1771. Tou do not bring any wheat and flour from Junee ? Tes ; I bring flour.
1772. Tou bring flour from Junee to Temora ? Tes. _
1773. And what does it cost to bring from Junee? The freight on flour is about from 30s. to 35s., and
the freight of a general load is about £2. _
1774. How do you account for the fact that, though there is so much good land in the neighbourhood, 
and so many people cultivating wheat, you have to bring flour from Junee to supply the local require
ments ? I could not say. Flour is a good deal dearer about here.
1775. Have you brought flour from Junee during the last few months ? No. I have brought none for 
five or six months.
1776. And what you send away from Temora do you send away to Junee? Tes. ,
1777. And to Albury ? Very little to Albury—mostly Sydney.
1778. What do you send to junee—wheat or flour ? A good deal of wheat, and palings and rails.
1779. Are these things for local consumption at Junee? Tes.
1780. Then you do not do any business with Albury or Victoria ? No.
1781. Do you do any business with G-oulburn or Sydney ? Tes. We get potatoes from Goulburn, 
corn, oats, and potatoes from Sydney, and cheese, bacon, and general stuff.
1782. Tou bring potatoes up from Sydney to Temora? Tes.
1783. Do you know whether they have ever attempted to grow potatoes here ? Tes. I have seen some 
very good potatoes, but nothing extra.
1784. Can you give any idea of the number of tons of potatoes you brought up last year from Goulburn 
and Sydney ? At the rate of about a couple of tons a week all through the year.
1785. What else did you bring up in the nature of agricultural produce ? Corn and oats.
1786. Taking the whole year do you know what your traffic was on the railway between Sydney and 
Cootamundra ? I can only go by the railway ticket. . I have tickets for seven weeks which represent 40 
tons.
1787. Is that a fair average for the year ? Tes. _
1788. Tou generally keep up at that rate r Tes; there are two teams going, and very often three.
Some of the goods go to Barmedman and on that way. .
1789. I suppose we may reckon that you have over 250 tons of goods brought up by the railway during
the year ? Tes, quite that. - j? i • o
1790. Can you say whether the other business people do anything like the same amount of business ?
Not in my line. .
1791. There are other people in the same district, but you think they do not do as much busmess as 
yourself ? I am sure they do not.
1792. Is that the traffic one way—from Goulburn and Sydney to Temora ? Tes.
1793. All imports brought here ? Tes. _
1794. Have you any record of what you send away from Temora ? I could not say without reference to 
my books.
1795. Do you think that cultivation of the soil is increasing in the neighbourhood? Tes. We are 
clearing a good bit of land ourselves and going in for cultivation.
1796. Do you think there is a large demand for land in the neighbourhood ? Tes; there are a great many
inquiring for land. I was asked by two or three yesterday about land. 1797.

It. W. Burstal, 1748. 
EsT 1749.

.4 Feb., 1890. 1750.
1751.

Mr. n/reo 
T. Gelling,

4 Feb., 1890. f753-
1754.
1755.
1756.
1757.
1758.
1759.
1760.



93o

1797. Tou think then that if the G-overnment throw open the leasehold areas of the reserves they would 
he eagerly taken up ? Tes ; I would take one up myself.
1798. Prom your knowledge of the farmers in your district do you consider them a fairly prosperous , ^ ,people ? I do. ■ 3 j r r ^ Feb., isgo.
1799. So that on the whole we may consider that in this district agriculture pays reasonably well ? Tes.
1800. Mt. O’ Sullivan.-] In time of drought there is a very large trade in fodder with the back stations, is .
there not? Tes. .
1801. Where do the stations at the back of Temora get their fodder from ? It is all brought by teams 
from the railway. They get it in the cheapest market.
1802. Do they get any from the Corowa or Tumut districts ? Tes; I get some myself from Wangaratta 
very often in dry seasons.
1803. Tou seem to think that Temora could not supply the fodder required by these stations ? Tes : it
could supply chaff. .
1804. Then in dry seasons there might be a considerable trade in fodder along the railway ? Tes.
1805. Will this fodder come as far as Junee and be brought from there by teams, as at present, in oppo
sition to the railway ? No. The produce sent from Wangaratta and Albury all comes to the railway at 
Junee.
1806. Then in time of drought a railway to Temora would be of material assistance to the pastoralists and 
small graziers in the back country by bringing them fodder cheaply ? Tes.
1807. Mr. Humphery.] Why do you obtain your supplies from Junee instead of from Cootamundra ?
The team is always in the habit of going there. It has regular traffic on the road, and the beer and the 
Albury stuff draw us that way. We go to Cootamundra too, but mostly to Junee. .
1808. Is not the railway carriage by Junee 35 miles greater than that by Cootamundra ? About that.
1809. What is the distance betwreen Temora and Junee ? 35 miles. '
1810. A shorter distance than from Temora to Cootamundra ? No ; I think the distance to Cootamundra
is a little shorter. .
1811. Are you quite sure about the distance ? It is about 32 miles to Cootamundra.
1812. Does not Temora lie nortb-wes! of Cootamundra ? Tes.
1813. Is not Cootamundra much nearer to Temora than Junee ? It is about a mile or two nearer.
1814. Does it not cost you more to get your goods from Junee than it would from Cootamundra if there 
is a distance of 35 miles of railway in addition to the loading by team ? We allow a little more for the 
railway. I think it makes a difference of Id. a bushel. But we make up for that by the fact that the 
beer an,d. other things from Wagga Wagga make up the loading.
1815. Then it suits you better to trade via Junee than via Cootamundra ? Tes, on account of the differ
ential rates to Wagga Wagga, in consequence of which a lot of traffic goes to Wagga Wagga and comes 
back to Junee, so that we make up our loading that way.
1816. Explain how it is that you get an advantage with the differential rates ? Through the stuff going 
to W agga Wagga. Sometimes a man might have half a ton or 5 tons. The principal stores get a lot of 
loading that way. They make up the loading.
1817. As a matter of fact, although Junee is 35 miles further than Cootamundra, the railway rates are 
less ? Tes.

MINUTES OF ETIDENCE—EilLWAT TEOM COOTAMUNDEA TO TEMOEA. 47

Mr.
T. Gelling.

Mr. John Peter Clements, farmer, sworn, and examined :— •
1818. Chairman.] Where do you reside ? About 4 miles to the west of Barmedman. Mr.
1819. What is your occupation ? A farmer. J.P. Clements.
1820. How much land do you possess ? 2,5'60 acres. /——\
1821. Are you in the Central division ? Tes. 4 Feb., 1890.
1822. And you selected 2,560 acres ? Tes. Conditional purchase and conditional lease.
1823. How many acres have you under cultivation ? About 80.
1824. How many acres had you last year ? About 60.
1825. Then you are increasing the area under cultivation ? Tes.
1826. What was the yield this year ? I got 22 bushels to the acre, and I only just harrowed the surface.
1827. Was it a self-sown crop ? No. I sowed the seed and I only just harrowed the ground.
1828. Tou ploughed the year before ? TeS. '

*1829. Do you consider that a satisfactory method of farming ? It was for last year.
1830. What was your reason for not ploughing ? I was frightened it would come rather too wet in the
winter. Some of, the people at Temora were too late. ,
1831. And you say you had an average of 22 bushels to the acre ? Tes, for 30 acres.
1832. And what did you have off the remainder ? 24 acres were under Indian corn.
1833. Tou cannot say anything about that as yet ? No.
1834. Does the crop look healthy ? Tes.
1835. About how many bushels do you anticipate getting from it per acre ? If rain were to come now I 
reckon I would get about 40 or 50. I had also 26 acres growing wheaten hay and oats.
1836. Did you sow the wheat and oats together or separately ? I had about"lO acres of oats and the rest
under wheat. '
1837. Which do you find most profitable for hay—oats or wheat? Generally wheat, but last Year the
oats were best. "
1838. How much hay per acre did you get ? .About 3 tons.
1839. Where did you dispose of it ? In Barmedman.
1840. Is there a demand for all the hay that is grown there ? There has been a full demand since I have 
been there.
1841. Do you send anything to Temora? No, not yet. .
1842. Tou do not send anything to the railway ? Only wool.
1843. How many sheep have you ? I have now about 800.
1844. What is the average weight of the fleece ? About 4 lb. Most of them are elves. . -
1845. How many acres does it take to keep a sheep. About one. I think I could carry one sheep to the
acre if I had the land all cleared. What land I have cleared has carried a sheep to the acre. ■
1846. Have you ringbarked ? I have ringbarked some of the land, but not all. ■ 1847.
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Mr. J. P. 
Clements.

Tes. Land is no good1847. Do you find that ringbarking improves the carrying capacity of the land ? 
where I am unless it is scrubbed.

4 Feb 1890 -^48. What scrub have you ? Oak and wattle.
’’ ' 1849. If the railway were constructed to Temora, do you think the farmers in your neighbourhood would

be induced to cultivate more land ? Tes ; I should cultivate all the land I could plough.
1850. Tou think it would be a profitable occupation? Tes; more profitable than sheep. I have been 
growing wheat now for the last twenty years, and it has paid me better than sheep.
1851. What do you think is the average yield of wheat per acre in your neighbourhood ? I have had an 
average of 17 bushels in four crops.
1852. I suppose those have been the average seasons ? Tes, the last four years.
1853. So that you could reckon that for the future, taking good and bad seasons together, you might 
depend upon getting an average yield of about 17 bushels ? Tes.

. 1854. Is your land about the average quality, or is it better or poorer than other land ? I have got good
land, but there is as good land as mine.
1855. Tours is about the average ? Tes.
1856. Are there many farmers out west of Barmedman ? There are a good few.
1857. Is agriculture extending westward from Barmedman? Tes, I believe it is.
1858. If the railway were taken to Temora without being extended to Barmedman do you think that Bar
medman farmers would avail themselves of it ? I think so.
1859. What is your opinion of the land generally between here and Barmedman—is it all good or is a very 
large proportion of it poor land ? It is good land, but it is patchy-like in parts.
1860. I suppose there are ironbark ridges ? Tes.
1861. Is there any gravelly country—any quartz ranges ? Tes, I believe there are.
1862. What proportion of the land between Temora and Barmedman is good land—half of it ? Tes; more 
than that. Tou may say that it is all good, with the exception of the ironbark range.
1863. Then I suppose that all the land that was open for selection has been selected ? Every bit of it, and
if there was more land thrown open it would be taken up, and if the railway is constructed there would 
be a still greater demand. *
1864. Do you know the country for some distance to the wrest of Barmedman ? Only for about 8 or 9 
miles.
1865. Tou do not know the Hillston country ? No, but I have heard many who have gone there say it is 
all good country.
3866. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] Tou say you have grown wheat for twenty years ? Tes.
1867. In this district ? No—in the Burrowa district. I have been here about five years.
1868. During those five years have you ever been prevented from getting a crop by a dry season ? Tes ; 
it was dry last year.
1869. What was your average last year ? I had about 1|- tons of hay to the acre and 8 bushels of wheat to 
the acre.
1870. Are dry seasons likely to materially affect the agricultural interests out in your direction ? In all 
parts of the Colony you are likely to get a dry season now and then.
1871. There are some portions of the Colony more affected by drought than other portions ; do you think 
that this district is likely to be materially affected by the drought ? I don’t think so.
1872. Tou have heard a previous witness say that he was in the habit of getting fodder from Wangaratta ; 
would it pay'the farmers round this district to cultivate fodder? I think so.
1873. I presume you understand ensilage ? Tes.
1874. Do you practise it ? No.
1875. Have any of the farmers up here any silos ? I do not know.
1876. Would it not pay the farmers to grow fodder crops and keep the fodder for dry seasons ? I am
stacking up a lot for that now. .
1877. 1 suppose you know there is a great demand for fodder in times of drought ? Tes.
1878. Would it not be in the interests of the farmers to practice ensilage in order to have fodder ready ? 
People hardly know what that is yet; they have never tried it. Perhaps, like me, they do not believe it 
is any good—that is, not to keep any length of time. It might do to keep for 12 months or so, but I do 
not think it would do to keep 12 years.
1879. If kept for 12 months it might be exceedingly valuable? Well, in a year like this it would not be 
of much use. It would have done very well last year.
1880. Tou are in the Central division are you not ? Tes.
1881. Tou said that a railway would be likely to induce fresh settlement out that way ? I am sure it 
would.
1882. How can that be the case when the leases of the runs are to be extended for five years ? The leases 
ought not to be extended for five years.
1883. Tou know that under the last Land Act the pastoralists in the Central division can obtain an 
extension of their leasehold area for five years. That being so where could the people obtain the land. Is 
there much of the resumed area fit for cultivation ? Tes, further out.
1884. Is the settlement of that land likely to be promoted by the construction of this railway ? I
think so. .
1885. How far out do you think ? I am told there is land to be got right through to Hillston, and good land. 
Of course it is scrubby, and people get a little frightened of it.
1886. But are not most of the resumed areas pretty well selected? Just about Barmedman they are—but 
not further out. They are being taken up every week, and if a railway goes out there there will be more 
land taken up still.
1887. Do you prefer the Cootamundra to the Wallendbeen route ? I do.
1888. Do you obtain your stores from Temora and Cootamundra ? I get mine at Barmedman. Wire and 
iron I get from Temora or from Sydney.
1889. Most of these stores I presume come by way of Cootamundra and Temora ? Tes.
1890. Therefore that would be your natural route for the market? Tes.

Mr.
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Mr. James G-ibson, farmer and selector, sworn, and examined:—
1891. Chairman.'] "Where do you reside ? 8 miles west of Barmedman.
1892. Are you a landed proprietor? I am a selector.
1893. How many acres have you ? 2,500.
1891. How long have you held the land? A little over four years.
1895. How many acres did you have under crop this year ? I have only farmed to the extent of my own 
wants. During the first two years I was there I simply grew a little hay for my own use, and I experi
mented on a small scale to see if the land would produce crops of sorghum, corn, potatoes, and wheat.
1896. How much did you put in of each kind? Merely a few square yards on the side of a hill as an 
experiment.
1897. What was the result with regard to sorghum ? The sorghum and corn grew about S feet high.
1898. I suppose you considered that very satisfactory? Yes.
1899. And the potatoes ? The potatoes gave a very good yield. It was the American potato—the early 
rose.
1900. Were they a good potato ? A very good potato. That wras four years ago.
1901. Tou have not followed up that experiment ? No, I have not done, any farming since except that in 
the following year I had 6 acres of hay for my own use.
1902. What use do you make of the land ;—do you run sheep ? Tes.
1903. Tou find the sheep pay you better than agriculture ? Well, I have never done any farming, and 
do not pretend to have any knowledge of it. I have worked amongst sheep since I was a boy.
1904. What do you estimate sheep to give you as a net return—-wool and natural increase ? About 3s. 
per sheep. Of course it depends on the season. It -would average from 2s. 6d. to 3s. per sheep for the 
wool, and the average price of lambs 8 or 9 months old is from 5s. to 6s.
1905. About what percentage of lambs did you have ? Sixty-five on an average during the last few 
years. Last year we had one of the worst years that we have had for some time, and it reduced the 
average considerably.
1906. What was the average weight of the fleece ? About 5 lb.
1907. And the price of the wool? Last year it was 10|d., and it was from 7d. to 8d. for the three years 
previously.
1908. What proportion of sheep do you carry to the acreage ? Last year I had 2,300 ewes, with a per
centage of lambs. That is the greatest number I have carried, but as it was the worst season of the four 
I consider that the land, as it is improved now, would carry a sheep to the acre.
1909. Have you got it all ringbarked ? Nearly all ringbarked.
1910. Is it your intention to cultivate, or do you think it better to keep on with sheep ? I am better 
acquainted with sheep, and I think I will stick to sheep. I have no knowledge of farming.
1911. Where do you send your wool to ? Sydney.
1912. By Temora? Yres ; through Temora and Cootamundra.
1913. Do you think it w^ould pay better to take the railway to Cootamundra or to Wallendbeen ? I 
myself would prefer that it should start from Cootamundra. In the first place, our Land Office is at 
Cootamundra, and all our business in connection with the land is done there. A great many of the 
settlers are doing banking business there, and it is a good centre for stock sales and for carriage. There 
are more teams on the road continually, and therefore the rate of cartage is lower. So many carriers 
have settled along the route that they have got into the habit of travelling, and being near their homes 
they would probably carry for a lower rate.
1914. Do you not think that similar results would follow if the railway were constructed to Wallendbeen 
—would not banks be established there, and stores for the accommodation of the settlers ? No doubt 
there would; but I do not think the country is so good. It is not so favourable for settlement as the 
country round Cootamundra.
1915. Do you know the country between Teo Teo and Wallendbeen ? Tes. It is some years since I 
passed through it, but I can remember the character of the country.
1916. What do you remember about it ? Some of it is good, but it is very hilly as a rule, and there is
a greater proportion of what we call rough country, or ironbark country, than there is along the other 
route. ■
1917. So that you would prefer to send your wool a greater distance of 9^ miles for the sake of having 
the accommodation already established at Cootamundra ? Tes ; together with other advantages we 
should have, such, for instance, as being able to send our sheep away in time of drought-—to Tumut and 
the mountain country.
1918. Have you ever sent sheep to the mountain country ? No, but I have taken them for other people.
1919. By what route did you take them ? Sometimes I have taken them down through Tass to the 
Monaro country, and sometimes across by Gundagai, and up that way.
1920. When you took them to Tass did you make use of the railway ? No, we travelled them through 
Queanbeyan and up that way.
1921. If you took them to G-undagai would you travel them ? Tes.
1922. If the railway were open to Temora do you think any of the western people would be likely to 
make use of the railway from Temora to G-undagai for travelling sheep ? I think so ; in fact I am positive, 
for I know that a great many of them are anxious for an extension of the railway because every mile it 
goes further west it brings them nearer to the country were we might expect a large stock traffic in dry 
seasons.
1923. Do you think it would be cheaper to pay the starving stock railway rates than to travel the sheep
by road, and run the risk of losing a few ? Tes, I think it would. People as a rule keep their sheep on 
their runs as long as they can, in the hope that rain may come, and so avoid the expense of travelling. 
They leave it so late before removing sheep that they would only be too glad to truck them to save their 
lives. -
1924. I suppose you never find such a thing as a blade of grass on a travelling stock reserve at a time like 
that ? Yery seldom.
1925. Do you ever find any water ? There is water occasionally.
I92G. Sufficient? Not as much as the sheep would drink, but sufficient to carry on.
1927. Is it a permanent supply ? In some cases it is a natural supply, and in other cases the water is 
made. " " . 1928.

Mr. . 
J. Gibson.

4 Feb., 1890.
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1928. Then your opinion is that the graziers would make use of the railway to take their stock to the 
mountain country in times of drought ? Certainly.

Q 1929. Mr. O'Sullivan.] How far out is your selection ? Eight miles from Barmedman.
4 Fab., 1890. 1930 would be 30 miles from Temora? Thirty miles the way we come in at present. We could

. reach Temora in 23 miles, but there is no road. . no £ , ,
1931. Do you know where your neighbours who are pastoralists send their wool. Some or them, who 
live 20 or 30 miles down on the Bland, send it to Young, and some send it to Cootamundra. I think most 
of them round Barmedman send to Cootamundra.
1932. Do you know any pastoralists about here who send their wool to Carrathool or Hay ? No.
1933. Do they sell their wool to the Yictorian wool brokers ? Some of them do. I know some who 
prefer the Melbourne market and send their wool to "Wagga Wagga.
1934. Their teams take it in to Wagga Wagga ? Yes.
1935. Do you think it likely that the opening of this line to Temora wnuld tap any of that trade that goes 
to Melbourne ? Yes, because it is 34 miles nearer, which would be an inducement to send it here.
1936. Have vou many selectors round you ? There are about 100. But we do not go more than 6 miles 
towards Temora when we reach the boundary of the Central Division. We go 6 miles towards Temora, 
about 10 miles east, and about 20 miles west, and north. Within that radius there are about 100 settlers.
1937. Would they be likely to trade with Temora? Certainly.
1938. Is there any more land out there to select ? Yes.
1939. On the resumed area ? Yes. .
1940. And when the leasehold area is thrown open in July nest do you think there will be a rash of 
settlement out there ? Yes, there is a great inquiry for land at the present time. People are beginning 
to go out further, as the land round here is already occupied.
1941. Would these new selectors trade with Temora ? Yes, there is no other market. I might say that
the 100 farmers to whom I have referred settled on the land within the last lour years, after the passing 
of the "Land Act of 1884. ________

(0 PARLIAMENTAEY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC "WOEKS.

Mr.
J. Gibson.

Mr. Patrick Heffeman, grazier, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. 1942. Chairman.] Where do you reside ? About 16 miles south from here.

P. HefEernan. 1643. On a station property ? Yes.
---------- ' 1944. What is the name of the station ? Clear Hills. It is known officially as Hooligan s Creek.

4 Feb., 1890.1945. j)0 yOU lease land from the Crown? Yes—some.
1946. How much land is there within your leasehold area ? About 14,000 acres.
1947. And in your resumed area ? About the same.
1948. Are vou in the Central or the Eastern division ? The Central. .
1949. Do you know if tiny land on tlie resumed area lias been selected recently ? I do not tnmk tliere is

■ any available, unless it is very inferior land. A good deal of the land in the resumed area is reserved for
gold-field purposes, and the rest is inferior country, consisting of ironbark.
1950. What reserve is there on the resumed area? A gold-field reserve of 4,000 or 5,000 acres.
1951. Are there any timber reserves ? No. • i, 1
1952. What is the nature of the soil on the gold-field reserve ? The reserved country is good agricultural

1953. Do you think any harm would arise if that land were thrown open to selection, as long as a right to 
mine upon it was given? Some of it would be suitable, but the balance consists of quartz country.
1954. Are there any miners working there at the present time ? In close proximity, but not at that par
ticular spot. . ,
1955. Has there ever been any working on that reserve ? Yes, some prospecting has been done.
1956. Alluvial or quartz ? Quartz. There have been a few shafts for alluvial sinking.
1957. Did they obtain anything of a payable character ? They got a little gold, but it was not payable.
1958. There is no likelihood, I suppose, of anyone commencing to mine on that land at the present time ? 
I could hardly say ; there would not be as regards parts of it.
1959. Have there been any miners settled in the district ? There were fourteen or fifteen years ago, 
but there have been none since.
1960. What was the name of the rush ? Sebastopol.

961. Was there not a shaft sunk there to a considerable depth ? Yes, about 300 feet.
1962. Do you remember what results they got ? The shaft was misplaced and it did not develop the 
mine any further than had already been done, although it cost 63,000 or £4,000.
1963. But they did have some stone which they crushed some fifteen or sixteen years ago ? Yes, at that 
time it yielded, very well. They crushed for three or four years, aud the stuff went oz., but it after
wards went down to 9 dwt.
1964. Is Sebastopol on your resumed area? Yes, it is on part of it. .
1965. In that case it is better to maintain it as a gold-field reserve ? Yes. Tliere have been applications 
from the owners of the reef for a diamond-drill, to test the reef at a depth of 500 or 600 feet, and X think
it will be tested. ’ . , ,,
1966. W hat is the character of the land under leasehold area? About half is interior country, and the
other half good agricultural land.
1967. What is the inferior country—ironbark ranges ? Some of it is ironbark and scrub.
1968. Pine ? Yery little pine.
1969. How many sheep do you carry ? About 40,000 or 50,000.
1970. What is about the average yield ? Erom 5s. to 6s. per sheep.
1971. Does that cover everything—the natural increase and the wool ? No ; that is for wool alone.
1272. And that is according to the present price of wool ? Last year it would be a little more; the
prices were much better. „ , . . . ,
1973. I suppose, on the whole, the country is very good sheep country ? Yes. 1 do not think it can be
surpassed in the Colony, and I have a very fair knowledge of the country generally. _
1974. What will the country carry a sheep to the acre ? I think that two years after it has been rmg- 
barked the better class of country will carry on an average a sheep to the aero.
1975. Putting it altogether—the better and the poorer country ? Well, there is some ironbark country,
which you could hardly classify—it is too inferior. 19/6.
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1976. How many sheep do you carry on your leasehold area ? It is not fenced off. The conditional Mr-
purchase land, the resumed area, and the freehold land are all fenced into paddocks. P. Heffennan.
1977. How many acres of conditional purchase land have you ? Including freehold, conditional purchase, A '
and conditional lease, I have about 23,000 or 24,000 acres. 4 ■Feb,» 1890,
1978. That will leave how many thousand acres to he thrown open when the lease expires ? About 20,000 
acres, I suppose.
1979. Of that 20,000 acres, what proportion do you think will be suitable land for agriculture ? About 
one-half.
1980. Tou say that your land is to the south of Temora ? Tes ; almost due south. .
1981. "Where do you send your wool to ? I send it to Sydney, by Junee.
1982. If the railway were constructed to Temora, would that be any advantage to you ? It would depend 
a great deal upon where the nearest station would be between here and Cootamundra. It would not be 
any advantage for me to come here. Of the two places, Old Junee would be the nearer.
1983. Suppose there was a station at Stockinbingal, would that be an advantage to you? No. The 
country would be too rough between my place and there.
1984. Would a station at Gundabingal be of any service ? Tor passenger traffic it would. It would be 
nearer, but the features of the country are a little rough.
1985. Then, I suppose, that, in estimating the traffic returns from this place, we could not reckon upon 
your wool it would still go to Junee ? Well, no. If the road were made between Gundabingal, and 
if there was a station at Gundabingal, it would be a few miles shorter.
1986. But in any case it would be no advantage to the Government whether you brought your wool here 
or to Junee so long as you sent it on to Sydney and not to Victoria. I suppose you do not send it to 
Tietoria ? No, I have sent it to Sydney.
1987. I suppose you do not cultivate ? I have cultivated this year about 100 acres of wheat.
1988. Where did you send it ? To Junee. ‘
1989. Is there any local consumption at Junee? No. I think it is brought there to be sent on to 
Sydney—there are buyers of wheat there.
1990. Tou do not know whether it goes north or south ? I could not say. I think the most of the 
wheat is bought for Sydney. I do not think that Victorian buyers come as far as Junee.
1991. Of course you anticipate getting a rental of your pastoral lease ? I do. '
1992. What rent are you paying at the present time ? About 2-jd.
1993. Are you of opinion that it would be better for the railway to go to Cootamundra, rather than to 
Wallendbeen ? My own private opinion is, and I have a considerable knowledge of the geography of the 
country, that it would be better to construct a line to Bethungra or Junee. But, as between Cootamundra 
and Wallendbeen, I should say Cootamundra would be preferable.
1994. Why do you think either Bethungra or Junee would be preferable ? Owing to the nature of the 
country, and the line would be easy of construction.
1995. Would it be shorter ? Some 3 or 4 miles, I think.
1996. Suppose the people wanted to trade with Sydney—do you think it would be more advantageous for
them to go all down the line to Junee? There would certainly be the question of haulage between Junee 
and Cootamundra. “
1997. Taking that view into consideration do you think it would be advantageous to the people to have to
pay additional haulage ? I do not suppose it would be an advantage to those in the immediate vicinity of 
Temora, but as regards my own locality and the surroundings I should say it would be an advantage to 
that part of the district. •
1998. In other words I suppose the people in your locality would like to have a railway to connect them 
with Junee ? Tes, a railway from Junee to Temora.
1999. What is the nature of the country between Junee and Temora from an agricultural point of view ?
It is all first-class land, as good as any in New South Wales.
2000. How many miles is it from Temora to Junee ? About 35 miles, and I think every acre of it is suit
able for agriculture.
2001. Would it be open to selection ? No ; a great deal of the land along the road is taken.
2002. Tou mean that it is suitable for agriculture, but not all available? Exactly. Every landed 
proprietor in the district would, I think, be only too glad to let his land or dispose of it. The land in my 
district will produce from £2 to £3 per acre under cultivation, as against 5s. or 6s. per acre for 
grazing sheep. If there is a demand for wheat, and we could send it away at a profitable price, I 
think every landed proprietor in the district would have his land cut up, the profits from wheat-growing 
being so very large as compared with grazing.
2003. Do you think the country is improving in its grazing capabilities ? Wonderfully. I have had 
about nineteen years experience in the district, and have a fair knowledge of the countrv for 30 or 40 
miles round, and where virgin country has been improved its carrying capacity has increased 100 per cent, 
or more. In fact, I should say 1 acre ringbarked is worth 3 acres in its natural state.
2004. Do you keep a rain gauge on your station ? No. The nearest rain gauge is at Combaning.
2005. Do you know the rainfall ? It is somewhere about 20 or 21 inches.
2006. Mr. B.wm.phery.~\ How far did you say you were from Junee ? About 14 or 15 miles from Old
Junee railway-station. ‘
2007. If it pays the farmers well to cultivate wheat at Stockinbingal, which is about 18 miles from 
Cootamundra, do you not think it would pay equally well to cultivate the land you hold when vou are 
only 14 miles from the railway ? Tes ; and the land is going into cultivation every day. Tliere is a 
want of population to cultivate it.
2008. Have you made any offer to sell the land ? A portion originally held by a partner of mine 
(Sebastopol) was sold recently, and it fetched from £2 10s. to £3. I gave £3 myself for a portion of it.
2009. Chair man.~\ Cash? Tes. Wiih the unpaid balances this would make the price equal to £3 10s.
2010. Mr. Humphery.'] How many people are there settled between Temora and Junee ? I could hardly 
say. Erom Sebastopol out the holdings are a bit large, but from here to Sebastopol they are smaller.
2011. How many selections do you think there are between here and Junee ? Erom here to Sebastopol the
land is all held under conditional purchases by small holders. That would be about 10 miles. The .
remainder of the country is in rather large holdings.
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2012. Would aline from here to Cootamundra serve a larger settled population than a line from here to 
Junee? I do not think there would be much difference. I think, from my knowledge of the country,

1890 ^ laud were cut up into small areas, and rented or sold, the country would carry more.
2013. But the proprietors, apparently, at the present time have shown no disposition to throw open their 
land ? Tes, one large estate—the Junee estate—has been offered at auction, and is being sold in portions.
2014. They would be very well served by the existing lino of railway ? Yes, they are quite close enough 
to the railway. Their property is between 5 or 0 miles from the line.
2015. Have you had any experience in mining? I have.
2016. Can you say anything concerning the Barmedman gold-field? No, I could not venture to express 
an opinion on that. I have been there once or twice, but my observation of the field was not sufficiently 
close to justify me in venturing an opinion.
2017. Were you a holder in the Morning Star Mine at Sebastopol ? Yes, I have been interested in that 
for a great number of years. In fact, I was the discoverer of that nine years ago.
2018. Hid you have good results ? Yery good. Por two or three years there was a township there, with 
a population of 300 or 400 people. But the field got poor. It is a very large reef about 8 or 9 feet wide 
and about half a mile long, and it got poor. The yield went down to 9 dwt., which at that time, when 
crushing was so expensive, did not pay. Other gold-fields broke, out about that time, and it was left, and 
has remained untouched ever since. I have worked it off and on ever since that time, but I have not 
succeeded in doing very much with it.
2019. Is there any working going on there now ? Not just at present. I have applied for a diamond 
drill, to test the ground at a great depth.
2020. Ghairman.'] Do you think the stone will yield 9 dwt. to the ton now ? I do.
2021. Nine feet wide ? It runs from 9 feet to about 3 feet 6 inches. I suppose the whole of the reef—■ 
taking three leases of about 5 acres each, which is the principal part—would average about 9 dwt. right 
through.
2022. And is it on Crown land ? Yes.
2023. Of course, you know that 9 dwt. would pay remarkably well in a reef of that size ? Yes, but large 
machinery and appliances would be required. It would cost £3,000 or £4,000 to test the mine at a lower 
depth. 1 have a knowledge of the surrounding country, and know the whole district personally, having

‘ lived here for eighteen or nineteen years, and with regard to the character of the land, I can say that 
though . the good land is intersected here and there with ironbark, yet taking the whole of the country 
for 20 or 30 miles around, you can reckon that SO per cent, of the land is suitable for agriculture.
2024. Mr. O’ Sullivan.'] Where do you get your stores from ? Prom Temora principally.
2025. You send your wool to Sydney via Junee ? Yes.
2026. You are equi-distant between Junee and Temora, are you not ? I am about 2 miles nearer to 
Junee.
2027. But if there was a railway station at Grundabingal you would be nearer to G-undabingal than to 
Junee'? It would be about the same.
2028. How far would you have to travel from your station into Junee ? 14 miles.
2029.. Then you would have to go 30 odd miles into Cootamundra ? Yes. The journey to Sydney would 
certainly be shorter for Grundabingal.
2030. You would have to travel about 14 miles into Grundabingal, and about 15 miles from there to Coota
mundra, which would be in all about 30 miles ? Yes.
2031. So that you would save 15 miles trainage by using the Temora line ? Yes.
2032. Would it not be to your interest to send jmur wool by Temora if the railway were constructed, 
instead of sending it by Junee ? Yes, if a road were made to the new line. The road at present is 
very rugged.
2033. Is the road not passable for teams ? No ; it could be made so.
2034. I suppose in course of time there will be a road and you will very likely be one who will utilize the 
Temora line to send your wool to Sydney? Yes, certainly, if the road is improved a bit. I think it 
would meet the views of a great number of people if there was a slight deviation in the proposed line, so 
that instead of coming from G-undabingal to Temora it could be turned off at Stockinbingal on to the 
Temora Eoad. . There has been an agitation in this direction from the Salt Lake Creek people who live 
out there. This deviation would meet their views and also the views of the people in my district. It 
would be a very slight deviation.
3035. Would it not come by Combaning? Yes.
2036. You think that if the line were diverted from Stockinbingal to Combaning it would serve the 
Sebastopol people and the Salt Lake Creek people ? Yes, and I think it would meet the views of all.
2037. And would they be likely to use that line instead of taking their produce by teams to the main 
southern line ? Yes. I question if the deviation would make the line any longer, but it would give great 
satisfaction.
2038. 3Ir. Humphery.] Was there an effort made to obtain a survey from Salt Lake Creek? Yes.
2039. Did not the Minister refuse to grant a survey ? I am not sure ; 1 do not know any of the particu
lars. I know that there were some parties who moved inthe matter.
2040. The report says that the survey was refused on the ground that the route presented engineering 
difficulties which would involve increased expense and more than counterbalance the saving in distance. 
Is that correct ? I think so. What I am suggesting would meet the views of the people to whom I have 
referred ;—it would bring the railway sufficiently close to them. They have great difficulty in bringing 
their produce over the ranges, and they tell mo that the station at Stockinbingal would not be of the 
slightest benefit to them. Erom my personal knowledge of the district I think the suggested deviation is 
worthy of an inspection and report.
2041. What you suggest is, that the line should be diverted from Stockinbingal towards the south, past 
the Combaning Station, and into Temora? Yes.

PAELIAHENTAEY STAlfBUTG COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEKS.

Mr. John Buckley, sergeant of police, sworn, and examined:—
2042. Chairman.] You are a sergeant of police stationed at Temora? Yes.

» 2043. How long have you been here ? About five and a half years.
' 2044. Do you collect the statistics for the Government ? Yes. 

iSJO. 2045. Do you take the population ? Yes. 2046.
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2046. Can you say whether or not the population is increasing in this district ? Since I came here the 
population has increased in the district, but has decreased in the town.
2047. When did you take the statistics last ? Last month. The population of the town was then 1,021.
2048. That is within the town boundary ? Tes.
2049. And what was the population of the district? The population of the portion of the district for
winch I collected the statistics was a little over 2,000. That was for the district altogether, including the 
town. .
2000. Then there is as large a population in the town as there is in the district out of town ? Tes ; but 
1 may mentjon that to the west I only collected statistics for about 10 miles from Temora.
2001. \ou did not take the whole ot the police district? Not nearly the whole of the police district, 
because that is identical with the electoral district which includes Toung.

' caPn?*' uPon the figures you give us now as in any way representing the population
ot the whole district ? Not at all. The population of the district of Temora would be greater than what 
1 have stated. Taking (say) 20 miles from Temora it would be considerably more.
2053. Take (say) 10 miles in a circuit round Temora ? The population, including the town of Temora, in 
this area would be about 1,600 or 1,700.
2054. Tou think that is an increase ? Tes.
2055. Can you say w'hat percentage of increase ? I did not keep the statistics last year, but at a rough 
calculation 1 should say the increase would be 8 or 10 per cent.
2056. Do you take the statistics for the electoral roll ? Tes.
2057. Can you say what the increase on the electoral roll has been ? I have not prepared the figures, 
on'Q vr1 Sa^ ^ere ^as ^een a decrease in the town and an increase in the country over last year.

08. i ou cannot say what the actual increase is ? No, but there has been an increase. Dor instance, 
this year there were 100 additional names.
2059. Was that in this district ? Tes.
2060. What do you suppose the decrease in the population of the town is owing to ? To the miners 
onci11 a j'j ^ Sreat :mauJr fiave gone to Peak Hill and other rushes, and have not returned.
2061. And do you assume that the increase in the'population outside the town is owing to the extension
ot agriculture ? Tes. °
2062. Prom your experience of the district do jmu think the agricultural population are fairly prosperous ? 
•i GS y X cttH CGI’CSiin oJl it.
2063. Do you think there are many people who would be glad to take up land if it were available ? Tes, 

ere are many looking for land. In fact, I do not think there is any land available in the immediate
neighbourhood, except what is included in reserves, and there is a considerable increase this year in the 
agricultural area. I should think that the yield of wheat this year would average fully 20 bushels to 
the acre. ° J .
2064. Do you collect the agricultural statistics ? Tes.
2065. And you think that the yield would average 20 bushels to the acre throughout the whole dis
trict? Ihe yield for the extra district of Toung is about 18'52 bushels to the acre. I am of opinibn 
that tne yield of the Temora portion would be 20 bushels to the acre.
2066. What is the general average ? Last year would be no criterion, because some of the farmers did 
not get any wheat at all; they turned stock in, and let them eat it down. I may mention, with regard to 
statistics that they are sent on to the department, and I do not keep a record of them. I am, therefore, 
only speaking now from memory.
2067 Speaking from memory what do you think would he the average yield of the district, one year with 
another . Taking the drought with the good seasons, I should think that the average yield of wheat per

t d 1,6 15 °r ^ busho]s- Tlle year before last it averaged within a fraction of 19 bushels.
2068. I suppose you have a lock-up at Temora ? Tes.
2069. Any gaol? No.
oa£?‘ fre y°U trouWed with very many prisoners as a rule ? I think we had over 100 during the year. 
20/1. I suppose the majority were not serious cases ? No. It is very seldom that there is much crime 
m a gold-mining township or an agricultural district. There is more crime where coal-mining or railway 
works are going on, and among seafaring men. ■
2072. Mr. Humphery^ Do you know how many acres are under cultivation in the district ? I could not
e u°UAi-1klaow ttlere 1S, a very large increase over last year. I suppose the increase this year, as1 com

pared with last year, must be fully 25 per cent.
2073. Can you say if the land within 15 miles of Temora is suitable for the cultivation of wheat ? Tes,
it is. ’
20/4. It is nearly all good land? It is all splendid land with the exception of the ironbark ridges. 
There is scarcely any bad land m the district. Tou might ride 50 miles in any direction and see nothing 
that^directian" 1 haVe been ^ the HumbuS aud to Wollongough, and it is all splendid land even up in

oa^a’ ^acra^7? a large population ? Tes, magnificent land.
2076. Mr. O bullivan.} Tou say that the population has decreased since you came here ? Tes in the
town. 3
2077. When did you arrive here? On the 7th June, 1884.
oaIa w,C ?°ld diS?inSs were in full swing at that time ? They were just on the wane.
2079. What was the population of Temora when it was at its highest? The population of Temora 
town at its highest, that is when the gold rush first broke out in 1879-80, was about from 6,000 to 7,000.
oaoa0^'^!,™1! WaS t floatmS population. The population of the town at present, 1,021, is a settled one. 
2080-1. Ihis town has a population now of a little over 1,000 ? Tes, 1,021.
2082 How do these 1,000 people sustain seventeen hotels? That’is’a mystery. There are sixteen 
oaoo t> "T freat. mauy of the hotel-owners occupy.their own properties and pay no'rent.
2083. Put does it not strike you as an extraordinary number for a town of 1,000 inhabitants ? Tes, it 
does, ihere is no doubt that there are more hotels in Temora than there is any need for.

Mr.
J. Buckley. 

4 Feb., 1890.

Mr.
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Mr. John Morris Foley, postmaster, sworn, and examined:—•
2084. Chairman^ Tou are postmaster at Temora ? Tes. •

*■ ‘A 0 e^‘ 2085. How long have you held that position ? A little over four years and seven months. I have been 
4 Feb 1890 a res^en* °f Temora ever since December, 1880. I came here as assistant postmaster, and the appoint

' ment of postmaster was given to me in 1885.
2086. Can you say whether there is an increase in the number of letters received and posted ? There 
has been an increase during the last three years; but previous to my appointment there was a much

' larger population—that was before the mining population dispersed. During the last three years I
believe there would be an increase of letters amongst the selectors, and settlement has taken place all 
round Temora.
2087. Can you say about what percentage the letters have increased during the last three years? I 
should think they have increased to the extent of about 500 or 600 a year. According to the returns in 
the Blue Book the number of letters posted in 1888 was 61,806.
2088. Can you say anything with reference to the telegrams ? They have also increased during the last two 
years. In 1888 the number of telegrams transmitted through this ofiB.ce was 4,823, and the figures for this 
year may show a small increase on that. The revenue derived from the transmission of those messages 
was £304.
2089. I suppose three or four years ago the revenue was very much below that ? Four years ago it was.
2090. So that from 1880 to 1886 there was a gradual decrease ? Tes. Since then it has gradually 
increased. A great number of selectors have been added to the population, but the number of the miners 
has decreased.
2091. Then you would judge by the postal and telegraph business that the population is steadily 
increasing ? Tes.
2092. Have you anything to do with the money order office ? Tes.
2093. Do you find that the business of that office is increasing ? Tes, fairly well. The number of money 
orders issued for 1888 was 1,012, representing an amount of £3,072. The deposits for 1888 were 259 in 
number, representing in amount £1,250. The postage stamps sold amounted to £705. The figures for 
1889 will show an increase, but I could not obtain them without reference to the Blue Book of 1889.

54 PAKLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEKS.

Mr. W. S. 
Quail.

4 Feb., 1890.

Mr. "William Stuart Quail, auctioneer and commission agent, sworn, and examined:—
2094. Chairman^ Where do you reside ? Just outside Temora.
2095. How long have you resided in this neighbourhood ? About ten years. I have been in the district
for about twenty-seven years. .
2096. What is your occupation ? I am an auctioneer and commission agent.
2097. Have you followed the profession of a mining surveyor at any time ? I have ; I have followed that 
occupation in Queensland, and in the early days of the gold-fields here.
2098. Were you under the Government? T was not.
2099. Tou were following the profession privately ? Tes.
2100. Do you desire to give the Committee any information of a particular character in .connection with 
this railway project? It would be a very good thing for this field if we had a railway. From what I 
know of the country I should say Cootamundra should be our starting point. My reason for saying so 
is that Cootamundra beyond any doubt is our principal market, our principal depot for produce, agri
cultural and otherwise.
2101. I suppose what business you do you transact at Cootamundra? No ; Temora and Cootamundra.
2102. Tou have heard a good deal of the evidence given this afternoon ? Tes.
2103. I suppose you agree with it in the main ? I do. I am sorry that the mining industry was not 
placed more conspicuously before the Committee. It is very desirable that we should have means of 
systematically working this country, particularly to the north, and that we should have easy transit for 
machinery. We have lots of undeveloped country here and great mineral wealth. I have been through 
the country to the north and in the Barmedman district, and there are reefs out there showing gold
bearing quartz on the surface.
2104. Mr. Humphery^ Did you hear the evidence of Mr. Hefi’ernan ? Tes.
2105. Do you agree with him as to the desirability of the line being taken to Salt Lake Creek ? Certainly 
not. It may suit Mr. Heffernan very well and that part of the country, but in making this suggestion I 
think Mr. Heffernan lost sight of the cast side of the country which is at present locked up, though it is 
fine agricultural country. I suppose about 13,000 acres of land are locked up to the east of Temora.
2106. Then with that portion of the evidence given this afternoon you do not agree ? No.
2107. Mr. O' SullivanTou say you have had some acquaintance with the Barmedman country ? Tes.
2108. Can you give the Committee any idea of the mining carried on there now and its present prospects ? 
I think everything is almost at a standstill, but those who are working seem satisfied with their prospects. 
When I say things are at a standstill, I mean they are not what they were when Hardie and Gorman 
bought the place out. Barmedman was then working with very large results, but since then things have 
gone down. There are a few mines paying very well. I think the Hard-to-Find is working, and also 
some reefs in the immediate neighbourhood of the Barmedman Company’s Mine.
2109. What is about the population of Barmedman ? I cannot say.
2110. Can you explain how it is that gold has only been found in one lead in Temora ? I cannot tell you
about that; I know it is very disseminated. I think there is gold here still. I believe there is a basin of 
gold here somewhere. •
2111. The gold found here has been in gaps, has it not ? Tes ; there has been no continuous lead in 
Temora.
2112. Still you believe if the country were properly prospected there would be ? I have not the slightest 
doubt about it; but not in the immediate neighbourhood of Temora.
2113. Mr. Humphery.] Do you know the route of the proposed extension from Cootamundra to Temora ?
Fairly well. '
2114. Tou know where the line will enter the town ? Tes; near Talbot’s hotel.
2115. Do you know the proposed site of the railway station ? I do.

2116.
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2116. Do you think it the best site that could be obtained and the most convenient to the people ? It is Mr. 
certainly the most convenient to the people, but with my knowledge as a surveyor, I can hardly hold with Quail
the position of it. I would be far more pleased to see it near the police paddock. *
2117. How far would that be from the site at present proposed ?
2118. Would it be necessary on the site you propose to resume
paddock would be large enough. '

About 4 or 5 chains, 
any private land ?

4 Feb., 1890

No; the police

Mr. James Neilson, mining manager, sworn, and examined:—
2119. Ohairman.'] Where do you reside ? At Temora. j
2120. What occupation do you follow? I am a mining manager.
2121. What company do you manage ? The Mother Shipton. 4 Feb., 1890
2122. Where is that situated ? In Upper Temora.
2123. What is the nature of the mining—quartz or alluvial ? Quartz.
2124. At what depth are you ? 105 feet, and we are still sinking.
2125. That is the greatest depth you have attained ? Up to the present.
2126. And have you done much sloping at the higher levels ? No, I have not; the original party stoped 
the higher levels.
2127. Can you state to what extent north and south ? About 150 feet north and south, and I suppose
we stoped to about 30 feet. - '
2128. What is the width of the reef ? It would average about 10 inches.
2129. Are there anything like defined walls—does it look permanent? Yes, the walls are defined, only it 
is in decomposed diorite.
2130. Both walls? Yes. ■
2131. What has the stone that has been got averaged ? I could not give you the average, because I have 
not got the returns. There has been a great quantity of gold taken out, but 1 do not know whether any 
accurate estimate of the average has been made.
2132. Where was it crushed ? At Lower Temora.
2133. The company never had a battery of their own ? No.
2134. How long have you been manager ? I have only been up here five weeks—acting for this company.
I was up here seven months previously.
2135. Is the face in the shaft ? I passed through it in the shaft.
2136. Are you sinking a vertical shaft ? Yes.
2137. Has it much underlay ? About 3 in 10.
2138. Do you find the gold occur in shoots ? No, it lays in patches, not shoots. I have had no patch
since I have been here because I have been doing dead work, but according to the nature of the ground 
where they have taken the patches from I think it has got an underlay of about 30 degrees to the south- ' 
east from the point where she starts on the surface out of the east and west lines. *
2139. Still nothing like a defined run ? The run is defined only you get the gold in the same stone, and 
you get it in patches and not regularly.
2140. Where it is, there it is, I suppose ? Yes.
2141. What was the quality of the stone where you passed through it ? Still decomposed diorite, and 
the stone is very heavily charged with galena and copper.
2142. Do you think it will improve ? I have a great opinion of the Shipton Mine.
2143. You think it got better than it was at the higher level? No, it was similar to the other levels.
2144. How much per ton do you estimate the quartz to be worth ? I could not strike an average per 
ton, because if you do not get the large deposits of gold you get nothing.
2145. Did the stone you sunk through in the shaft give good prospects ? As far as the prospects are 
concerned I do not believe it would go more than 2 dwt.—not the stone I went through. But that is 
nothing, because you might go only 4 or 5 feet and get 400 or 500 ounces.
2146. Is that the only make of stone you have in the mine ? No, we have a large make of stone away to 
the westward.
2147. Has that been prospected ? Not to any extent.
2148. How deep has it been sunk ? The deepest, I suppose, is only 12 feet.
2149. Of what description is the quartz ? A sort of free quartz—-just surface quartz—no mineral 
because they have not gone the depth. There has been no trial crushing and nothing more than prospect
ing with the dish.
2150. I saw some ironstone outcrops about the town;—do you know if any of these have been prospected?
No, not in the hill where I am. That ironstone crop goes right through. I can trace it for a good many 
miles.
2151. Do you know if it has been tested in any way ? Not that I am aware of.
2152. How many are there employed in the Mother Shipton Mine ? Eight.
2153. Working three shifts ? Two shifts.
2154. How many hours ? Eight hours.
2155. What wages do you pay the men ? £2 10s. a week ; eight-hours shifts.
2156. Is this the only quartz-mine that is worked in Temora ? No ; there is the other mine that I was 
manager of before—Burke’s reef.
2157. Where is that ? Close to the Shipton.
2158. Is that working at present ? No.
2159. Is there any other mine at work besides the Mother Shipton ? No ; not at present.
2160. So that you do not consider the quartz-mining much of a success ? Well, I have a great opinion of 
quartz-mining in the Temora district. As far as the reefs are concerned I believe it will be a very rich 
district in time. It only wants a little capital brought into develop it. There is no doubt, in my opinion, 
that Temora will yield some very rich quartz, and it has already yielded, as far as tlie Mother Shipton is 
concerned, some very rich patches of gold. The run is still tliere, but the parties who were working it 
after they took out the last rich deposit, lost the trace of the country, and I consider that I have picked 
it up. I hope before long to be in the same run of country again that the original party worked.
2161. Did you say that the walls were well defined ? Yes. ‘ '

2162.
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2162. 'With reference to alluvial mining, I suppose we may consider that they are completely worked out? 
• Tes. In regard to alluvial, what has been found is completely worked out. There are several parties 
' always doing a little, and there are some claims which, if they could he worked on a more extensive scale,

18‘'0- would, I think pay very well, but with the appliances we have the stuff is rather too poor to enable it to 
be raised and carted with profit. It is my opinion that there ought to be a great deal more of alluvial 
gold here. There does not seem to have been much prospecting.
2163. Is there any prospecting going on in the district now ? No.
2164. Neither quartz nor alluvial? No.
2165. Is there any other mineral mining—copper, silver, or tin ? No. There is a tin-mine out here, but 
I do not know anything about it.
2166. Where is it ? Out Broken Dam way, to the left of Barmedman.
2167. How far from Barmedman ? I could not say.
2168. Then there is no other company actually at work except your company ? No. •
2169. And yours is not what might be termed a pronounced success at the present time ? At the present
time—no. ■
2170. Tou are not paying dividends ? No.
2171. Can you say whether there are many miners on the field now? Not that I know of The only 
few that I know of are working up in the claim with me, and there are a fewr working about in the old 
ground.
2172. How many miners became selectors since the gold-fields were worked out ? That I could not say.
2173. Mr. O’Sullivan.'] I suppose you are likely to keep on working the Mother Shipton mine ? Tes.
2174. Did not your directors some time ago hold a meeting in Sydney with regard to it? Tes.
2175. And send up Mr. Garrard, one of their number, to report ? That was before I came.
2176. I presume the report was favourable, or they would not have sent for you to work the mine ? 
Their report was favourable.
2177. Tou think this is likely to be an industry in Temora for some time ? Decidedly.
2178. Was there not a very rich piece of quartz sent home to the Exhibition some time ago from this
mine ? Tes. .
2179. Is there much more of that stuff ? There was a lot of that got. Altogether, as nearly as I can
recollect, there were about five of those patches got. When the last rich deposit was taken I am given
to understand it yielded £2,600. This is only hearsay, but I know it was a very rich patch.
2180. Are those the finds they have been breaking into occasionally ? Tes.

3sin.

ISfO.

Mr. Robert Cassin, storekeeper, sworn, and examined :—
2181. Chairman.] Where do you reside ? In Barmedman.
2182. What is your occupation ? I am a storekeeper.
2183. Have you been there many years ? About seven years.
2184. Is any mining being carried on at Barmedman at the present time ? Tes, to a limited extent—not 
anything approaching what there was four or five years ago.
2185. Is there any alluvial mining being done ? No. It has all been quartz-mining.
2186. Can you tell the Committee the -names of the different reefs that are being worked at the present 
time ? The Eiery Cross is the principal one.
2187. Are there any others ? Tes, there is an amount of work being done on a lease of Messrs. 
Hardy & Co., of Wagga Wagga. They call it No. 1, or Hard-to-Find.
2188. Take the Fiery Cross ; can you give the Committee something like an estimate of what that mine 
has done ? Three or four miners in an adjoining claim found it, pegged out the ground, shepherded the 
claim for a month or two, sold some interest in it, and by accident dropped on to the gold.
2189. How long since ? Five and a half years.
2190. What was it called then ? The Fiery Cross.
2191. Has it been in continuous working ever since ? There has not been a day’s suspension of work 
that I am aware of.
2192. Was there not some large company at work at Barmedman about two years ago ? Tee.
2193. What was the name of that? The Barmedman United Gold-mining Company.
2194. What has become of it? It was wound up. ■
2195. It is not at work now ? No ; nor has the ground been fully worked. That company came into exist
ence at the same time as several other companies. They expended a large amount of money on the sur
face. Evidence has been given in the Court that plant was erected to the amount of £16,000.. They 
expended a large amount of money on the service and got a good deal of free gold out of the shallow 
workings, until they encountered the water at what we term the 80-feet level; their funds then became 
exhausted, and they finally wound up. They only broke into the reef and did not prospect by cross-drives.
2196. Since then the ground has been lying idle ? No, it has not been idle. The plant was afterwards 
sold, and the battery is now used crushing for the whole district.
2197. But nothing more has been done to the mine ? Various parties have attempted to make a living by 
fossicking, but there has not been any legitimate mining.-
2198. Just working at the shallow level? Tes. Unless they get a main shaft down to drain the w-ater 
—and that will cost a lot of money—no one can get down.
2199. Then at the present time the only two companies in existence are the Hard-to-Find and the Fiery 
Cross? There are other parties working. Jackson’s No. 1, adjoining the Hard-to-Find, had four men 
fully employed and two occasional men. The next claim to that, in which Jackson also has an interest in 
conjunction with myself, had ten men on last month.
2200. Are they getting payable gold at the Fiery Cross? We never had a crushing that did not pay over 
£3 a week. We are crushing 300 tons at present, and I expect it will pay wages and leave a profit.
2201. When did you crush before ? Three or four months since.
2202. And it has taken three or four months to get the 300 tons ? Tes. They could have got more by 
putting on wages men.
2203. How many men are employed altogether? We have had eight and ten working here, but that was 
occasionally, when wo tried to work it on a larger scale. The working shareholders do not care to employ 
labour in the mine, and there are seldom more than four or five men working.
2204. What widthis the reef generally ? It is a dyke of stone, more than a reef. 2205.
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2205. What depth is the dyke? We have had 16 feet of-stone. ' When we had the engine going and Mr.E.Cassia.
ivere paying 15s. a ton for crushing, we only used to take about 3, 4, or 6 feet of it, which went generally .---- '---- c
from 1 up to 3 and 4 oz. 4 Feb., 1890.
2206.. How many tons did you crush last time ? About 300 dr 400. ’ '
2207. How many oz. of gold did you get ? I could not say from memory, but I know it was payable. I 
think it went more than 7 dwt. Originally, when we used to pay 15s. per ton for crushing, we used to 
take only the choice stone, leaving the wall stone standing on each side. Afterwards, when the water 
came and the company ceased working in the lower level, we had to take the stone that was left previously.-
2208. What is the depth of the reef in the Hard-to-Find, and the quality of the stone ? The last Grushina-
went 3| oz. . °
2209. When was that ? More than twelve months ago.
2210. What have they been doing in the meantime ? Sinking a water-shaft.
2211. What depth is it now ? About 179, feet.
2212. Is the water-shaft away from the reef ? Yes.
2213. When do they expect to cut the reef again ? They intend to drive to the reef as soon as the con
tract is finished for sinking the 194 feet.
2214. Have they ever seen the reef at anything like a depth of 194 feet ? No. Nobody has ever been
down that depth before. .
2215- I suppose they have sunk blind shafts ? We followed the reef down about 113 feet into the water.
2216. And at 113 feet what is the stone worth ? 3-^ oz.

’ 2217. That was the last crushing ? Yes.
2218. What width is the reef ? From 8 inches down to 4 inches.
2219. Then you anticipate that the Hard-to-Find will be a payable mine? I think so. I am expending
my own and other people’s money upon it. .

an^c^Pa^e th® Fiery Cross and the Hard-to-Find will both be profitable ? Yes.
2221. Jackson and party;—what are they doing ? They are dependent on the drainage of the shaft I have 
reierred to. When that shaft cuts the stone it will drain their stone.
2222. They are getting no gold at present ? They brought in 40 oz. of gold yesterday from 8 tons of
stone. ■
2223. I suppose they obtained that above the water-level ? No. When the engine was going, and before
the iresh water gave out, they followed the reef into the water, and took the drainage off bv means of a 
horse-whip. ^
2224. How many men are there employed on the ground ? They had four at one time and six during
the last tew days. °
p25; -^nd ma«y are employed by Jackson and Cassin’s party ? I had eight or ten, but I had to 
knock them off. The water beat us. A few days after the engines stopped we were flooded out.
2226. Are the whole of these four companies on the one line of reef? Yes.
222^/ a different line of reef to that which the Barmedman United was workina some time
ago . There is no proof as to that. They are a mile and a half apart. °
2228. They may or may not be the same reef ? We do not know. .
2229. Is there anyone at work now on the line of reef that the Barmedman United was on ? The Bar-
medman United were on the same line of reef as the Tiery Cross, ’
2230. You think it is the same line ? Undoubtedly.
2231. Can you say anything in connection with the discovery of tin near Barmedman ? I do not know 
anything about it.
2232.1s it not reported that tin has been found in the neighbourhood ? I heard there was tin, but I did 
not think the matter of sufficient importance to take any notice of it. .
2233. Jfr. O Sullivan.'] What is the population of Barmedman ? About 150 all told".
2234. About how many people are living round Barmedman within a radius of 10 miles? I could not
say, but the land is all taken up for farms. .
2235. There is good agricultural land there? Yes.
2236. Do not the people in the Barmedman district do their trade with Temora ? Yes.
2237. If the line were extended to Temora you would be within 22 miles of the railway terminus ? Yes.
We do all our business through Temora, which is the natural centre for our district.

, Baker, 
Esq.

James Baker, Esq., Police Magistrate and Go'ld-fields’ Warden, sworn, and examined
oo’3n' ^airman-] You are Police Magistrate and Gold-fields Warden at Temora? Yes.
2239. How long have you held those positions ? A little over seven years.
^240. From your position as warden do you think the prospects of the gold-field are in any way ,____,
encouraging at the present time ? They are not very encouraging just now, and they have been 4 Feb., 1890. 
dimimshmg every year for a number of years. But I think the probabilities of the future are that the 
neid will hold its own, and perhaps a little more than its own. The district has never had fair play. In 
saying at, mean that I do not think the ground has ever been worked in a systematic manner and in 
such a way as to give the best results from the labour and money expended.
2241- You have had very many years experience of gold-fields have you not ? Ever since 1852 or 1853. 
zd42. x ou have been continuously on gold-fields ? Yes.
2243. Do you think this district has been sufficiently prospected ? No, I do not.
o2^t' Zt11 ijink there is a reasonable chance of new discoveries ? Yes’ both of quartz and alluvial gold 
2245. Was the alluvial mining very profitable as a rule? It was profitable to some and not to others It 
is a very patchy cpuntry. One man would get a lot of gold, and his neighbour would hardly be able to 
pay tor his provisions. J

1 SV?Pr IT TjT Tue. miuers’ "Tt? no w ? No ; but I can give you some figures with regard 
to the D®ld gold- The following are from the official return The yield of gold in 1881 was 21 652
^'ksV^oe33,348- 17,34-7 °Z-; in 1884’ 14,381 0Z'; in 1885, 7’865 oz- 5 in 1886. 7,161 oz. ;
m 8i qqq’T6 °Z' ’ T 1888’T3j8 oz'; m 1889, 1,169 oz- ’-ihere is some discrepancy with regard to the 
year 1889 because the two Mining Eegistrars give the yield of gold for that year at 1,679 oz. The value 
or the gold is estimated at £3 17s. €d., making a total for the year of £5 862 994,'r

25 (a)—H * ’ ’ ^
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J. Baker, 
Eso.

4 Feb., 1890

2247. With reference to the proposal to take the railway from Cootamundra, which, in your opinion, is 
the better route ? Unquestionably Cootamundra is better than Wallendbeen for a variety of reasons, 
some of which have already been given. Cootamundra is the natural route for stock and produce. There 
is already a junction there, and a great deal of business is done at Cootamundra. A good deal of business 
is done also at Junee, as well as with Gundagai and Tumut. For example, maize and produce of that kind 
come largely from Tumut, and if you take the railway to Wallendbeen you take it out of its natural 
course. Although there may be a saving of haulage in the journey to Sydney a great deal of the business 
of the district is done between Cootamundra and Albury.
2248-9. Still, there is, I suppose nothing like the proportion of business transacted to the south that there 
is to the north ? I should think that very much the larger proportion of business is with Sydney, though 
I know there is a considerable amount of business done the other way. _
2250. Do you think the proposed site of the railway station at Temora is suitable ? The land is rather 
low, but the situation is central.
2251. Tou think on the whole it will he the most suitable position for the business people and the people 
generally in the town ? I think so. I think the position, is an excellent one, if care is taken that the 
ground is raised sufficiently high. But the police paddock, a little to the north of the proposed site, 
would, perhaps, be preferable.
2252. Do you know the country between Temora and Barmedman ? Tes, very well. _ _ _
2253. Assuming that the railway is brought to Temora, would the country beyond Temora, in the direction 
of Barmedman, be such as to warrant the taking of the railway to Barmedman ? Unquestionably. If the 
land were mine and I had the money to make a railway, I would make it as quickly as I could, because I 
feel quite sure that the increase in the value of the land would pay for the construction of the railway. 
There is an ironbark range commencing about 10 miles from Temora on which the land is not very good for 
agricultural purposes, but which contains timber very valuable for railway construction.
2254. Is there much of that timber ? A considerable quantity. •
2255. Do you know the country westward of Barmedman towards Hillston ? To. I have only been G or 7 
miles beyond Barmedman. So far as I have gone the country is of the same character—very excellent 
land.
2256. Do you think the mining interest is in a healthy state at Barmedman ? Not as healthy as it ought
to be. I think Barmedman ought to be a much more prosperous mining district than it is. Mr. Cassin 
is about as good an authority as you could consult on this question, and I am quite sure that whatever 
information you get from him will be the truth, whether it is for or against the district. But there have 
been several causes which have prevented Barmedman from being as prosperous as it ought to have been. 
In the first place, the Barmedman United Company was completely muddled from beginning to end. It 
was badly managed. They fossicked about the surface and exhausted their funds, instead of sinking down 
below the water to get the gold, and they wasted the money. The manager told me if he wanted a box of 
candles they would have to send to Sydney for them, and they would send him a ton at a higher price than 
he could buy them from the local storekeepers. I am speaking now of what came under my notice officially, 
the statements having been made on oath in court. The result was that the plant was sold for £1,05(1— 
one engine alone being worth all the money. The plant cost nearly £20,000, and they sold everything for 
£1,050, and then went into the court to liquidate their debts. _
2257. I suppose the shares were mostly held in Sydney ? Mostly held in Sydney, and muddled in 
Sydney.
2258. Do you know anything with reference to a tin discovery that has been spoken of? No. There was 
a tin discovery reported to me, and some mineral leases were taken out, as nearly as I can guess, 35 miles 
from here, and about 25 miles from Barmedman.
2259. In about what direction would it lie from here by the compass ? About north-west.
2260. How long is it since the discovery was first supposed to have been made ? About twelve or fifteen
months. They made a very good dam which the owner of the run is very proud of; he says it will come 
in very handy for him. They have given it up, and it is to be sold. I never saw the place. There is 
unquestionably tin there, but whether it will pay or not I cannot say. _ _ _
2261. Can you say whether there is any silver, copper, or any other kind of mineral in the district ?
There is no evidence of the kind with regard to the ironstone which runs through the town. I sent a 
sample down to have it assayed, hut somehow or other they sent me an assay of the wrong stuff. . _
2262. What was the result ? There was silver, tin, and nickel, but Mr. David who came up said it 
was a mistake, and they had sent the wrong assay.
2263. Mr. Humphery.'] The cost of constructing a railway to Temora will be about £138,000. The
interest on that sum will be £5,000 a year, and the working expenses of the line will amount to £7,500 a 
year, making in all an annual expenditure of £12,500. Do you think the prospects of this district would 
justify the construction of the railway at such a Cost ? If you simply rely upon the traffic for the first 
year or so, I should say no, but if the Crown lands for 3 or 4 miles on either side of the railway were 
conserved, so that the State would have the real value of the land when the railway was opened, I believe 
that the amount that would be derived from the increased value of the land would more than construct a 
railway. •
2264. Do you think there is a prospect of the working expenses being covered by the earnings of the
railway within a year or so ? Tes ; within a year or two, I should think. _
2265. Do you think that within five years the interest on the cost of construction as well as the working
expenses would be paid by the earnings of the railway ? I think so. _
2266. And you think the country would be justified in incurring the cost? Not only do I think the
country would be justified but I think it would be a very praiseworthy thing to do.

Mr. Owen Eoberts, miner, sworn and examined-
Nr 2267. Chairman^] Where do you reside ? At the lower township.

O. Eoberts. 2268. What are you ? A miner.
a 2269. Did you some time ago make a discovery of tin? Tes.

6 ’’ 1 2270. In what locality ? North-west from here.
2271. How many miles ? About 27 miles.
2272. On whose station was'it ? Mandamar West—Mr. Davidson’s station.
2273. What wag the nature pf the deposit—was it alluvial tin ? Stream tin. 2274.



MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—EAIIWAT PEOM COOTAMUNDBA TO TEMOEA.

94^

58

2274. You did not find any lode? We sunk a 4,000-yards tank, and we discovered six narrow veins 
carrying tin. One was from 4 to 5 inches thick, another, about 2 or 3 inches, and another about 
1 inch.
2275. How far apart ? About 15 feet apart altogether.
2276. These different veins were all comprised within 15 feet? Tes ; running parallel east and west. '
2277. Did you sink on those? The company did. They sunk away from the tank and sunk about 100 
feet on the same vein that we struck when first going down for the tank.
2278. Did they carry the tin down with them ? They drove into the vein. There was a sort of dyke of 
sandstone and limestone. There was a little tin discovered but nothing any good.
2279. Did they cross-cut and try to get the other veins that were running parallel to the one you got ?
They never tried them. 1
2280. So that out of the six veins they only proved one ? Tes.
2281. That was at a depth of 100 feet ? Tes.
2282. Did they drive along the cross-cut ? No.
2283. Tou said it was stream tin ? The alluvial was stream tin.
2284. What did you find in the alluvial ? We found some very fair tin ; as much as Jib. and 11b. to the 
dish, and sometimes 3 and 4 oz., and so on.
2285. And less than that, I suppose? Tes.
2286. What do you think would be the average to the dish ? The average on the whole would be about 
4oz.
2287. What thickness was the dirt ? From 1 foot to 6 feet.
2288. Was it in granite country ? Tes.
2289. Was it a defined wash ? It was water-worn stone.
2290. Large stone ? Tes.
2291. Granite boulders ? It was more of a sandstone diorite and quartz.
2292. How much dirt did you take out altogether ? The company sunk shafts, and took out about 150 
or 200 loads.
2293. And what was the result? They never washed it.
2294. Is it lying there still ? Tes.
2295. Has no one ever had the curiosity or the energy to wash this dirt; is there any sluicing near ? We 
tried thirteen loads. I made a box myself.
2296. Is the stuff of a clayey nature ? No; it could be sluiced. They tried it with the box I lent them, 
and we consider we lost 4 or 5 lb. to the load in trying it.
2297. What did you save to the load ? We took the best of course, and we got 4 j- cwt. of tin from seven 
loads, and we had to cart it 1^ or 2 miles to try it.
2298. Did the tin ore assay well ? Mr. Woods sent about 12 or 15 lb. away, and the return that came 
'back was 68 per cent., and of course some washed less.
2299. The whole thing has been abandoned now, I suppose ? It is not abandoned. I do not know what 
the company is going to do with it.
2300. Is it a Sydney company ? Tes.
2301. Did they minerally conditionally purchase the land, or was it a mineral lease ? It was a mineral 
lease.
2302. They have not purchased it; so that if they do not go to work the land will ultimately be thrown 
open for somebody else to work ? Tes.
2303. From your experience do you think there is a fair probability of the ground turning out payable ? 
I think myself that the manager who was sent up knew very little about tin, judging from the way he 
went to work.
2304. Is there a great extent of granite country in that neighbourhood ? Tes ; it continues a long way.
2305. Has the ground been prospected in other parts ? No; only just what we did, and the manager to 
whom I have referred drove and sunk at the place where we found the tin.
■2306. How did you make the tin discovery ;—were you sinking for gold ? No. We found indications 
on the surface, and there was a chain of conical hills, and I sunk in a gap between two of them, and that 
is where we found the tin.

Mr.
O. Eoberts.

4 Feb., 1890,.

James Davoren, Esq., Mining Eegistrar and Warden’s Clerk, sworn, and examined :—
2307. Chairman.I believe you occupy the position of Mining Eegistrar and Warden’s Clerk? Tes.
2308. Can you tell the Committee how many miners’ rights have been issued in the district (say) for last 
year ? 242 miners’ rights.
2309. Any mineral licenses ? Eleven.
2310. How many miners’ rights have been issued this year up to the present ? Eighty-four or eighty- 
five.
2311. Any mineral licenses this year ? None. There were eleven last year and twenty-seven the year 
before.

J. Davoren, 
Esq.

4 Feb., 1890.

2312. I suppose you find from the numbers of miners’ rights issued that the number of miners is 
diminishing? Tes.
2313. Are there many residence areas taken up under miners’ rights? There are a good many-under 
business licenses. I issued sixteen business licenses last year more than I did the year before. ■
2314. How many did you .issue last year ? Sixty-nine.
2315. What was the total revenue you received last year as Mining Eegistrar? I could not say without
reference to the book. ” *
2316. Is there any land in the district held under mineral lease ? Tes, 180 acres.
2317. For what mineral ? Tin, as described by the last witness. There was one application for 80 acres, 
one for 60, and one for 40, making in all 180.
2318. Those are the only mineral leases held in the district ? Tes. ■
2319. Are you Eegistrar of Births ? I am.

-2320. How many births were registered last year ? About 120.
2321. Do you know the number of deaths ? I do not. The deaths were very much less than the births— 
probably about half. ' 1 2322.
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J. Pavoren, 2322. Can you say whether the births were greater last year than the year before ? They were very 
' much greater last year. . . .

j./w'rA-TBon 2323. Do you gather from that that the population is increasing ? Tes, it is becoming more settled.
4 Beb,, isyo. 2324> Mr% O'Sullivan^ Were any of those who took out miners’ rights new men ? I could not say. 1 

think that generally speaking they were taken out by old miners who were here. I have no doubt a great 
many more miners’ rights would have been taken out had not the land, been occupied so much by leases 
which had not been cancelled. Another objection miners have to taking up land on which registration 
has been obtained is that, according to a decision of Judge Forbes, if gold is obtained the proprietor who 
originally registered can come in and claim the ground.
2325. Have any miners applied for the right to mine on private property under the new Act. IN one 
have applied to me. In one case they applied to mine under a reserve, and their application was granted.

§0 . PAELIAMENTAKX STANDING COMMITTEE OJT PUBLIC ’WOBKS.

Mr. William James Cartwright, farmer and grazier, sworn, and examined 
Mr. W. J. 2326. Ghairman. \ Where do you reside ? At Mimosa, about 13 miles south from here.

Cartwright. 2327. How much land do you hold ? 2,371 acres, consisting of 1,706 acres conditional purchase and the
r ^ remainder under conditional lease.

4 Feb., 1890. 2328. How many acres have you under cultivation? 460.
2329. And I suppose you run sheep on- the remainder ? _Yes.
2330. Is the whole of the land which you have under cultivation growing wheat. Tes. I have got some 
hay also.
2331. How many tons of hay did you get per acre ? About 2-7.
2332. Wheaten hay ? Tes. __
2333. How many bushels of wheat to the acre did you get? About 25.
2334. For how many years have you been cultivating this land ? About seven years.
2335. And does it still continue to give you 25 bushels to the acre ? It will average about 18 or 20.
2336. Tou find the yield fall off by continuously growing the same crop ? Tes.
2337. Where do you send your wheat to ? Old Junee.
2338. I suppose if this railway were constructed you would still send it to Old Junee . Ao, I would send
it to Temora. I have to cart it 22 or 23 miles at present. _
2339. What do you pay per bag for carting it ? I cart with my own team, but if I had to pay, the *reight
to Junee would run from Is. 6d. to Is. 9d. per bag. _ .
2340. And when you got to Junee you would have to pay extra railway freight to take it back to 
Cootamundra ? Tes.
2341. Does your wheat go to Goulburn chiefly ? Tes.
2342. Tou do not send any of it to Albury ? No. _ _
2343. Do you consign the wheat yourself or send it to agents in Cootamundra ? I generally sell it
through an agent in Cootamundra.
2344. How many acres have you under crop ? 460.
2345. How many years have you been living on the land ? Seven.
2346. And during that seven years you have cleared 460 acres ? Tes. ' _
2347. Are you continuing to extend your cultivation? Tes. I did not clear any this last year. I 
consider I have sufficient unless I have more convenient means of getting it to market.
2348. Is it your intention to bring more land under the plough if a railway is constructed? Nes..
2349. Have you any more land as good as that which you are at present cultivating ? Tes, it is all fit
for agriculture.
2350. Is the land in the district round about generally good land for agriculture? Tes, excellent.
2351. Are there many other farmers in the same neighbourhood ? Tes, a good many.
2352. All cultivating ? Tes.
2353. And do they all send their wheat to Junee ? Tes.
2354. And it would be an advantage to them as well as to you to have the railway constructed, as it would 
bring them nearer to the market ? Tes.
2355. Do you think the railway ought to come from Cootamundra rather than from Wallendbeen ? Tes, 
I believe Cootamundra is the best route.
2356. What about taking the railway to Junee from Temora? It would suit me nicely, but for the 
welfare of the country I believe Cootamundra is the proper starting point.
2357. Mr. Humphery.} How many sheep have you ? 2,200.
2358. And cattle ? About nine head. _
2359. Have you any objections to say what your means were when you came to the district seven years 
ago ? Very fair.
2360. Tou had money when you came here ? Tes.
2361. Are you better off now than when you came ? Tes.
2362. What you have you have made here ? Tes ; some of it. '
2363. Are your neighbours as prosperous as yourself ? Tes.
2364. Mr. O' Sullivan.} Is your selection near Clear Hills station ? About 12 miles from it.
2365. What distance are you from Temora ? About 13 miles.
2366. And how far from Junee? About 22 miles.
2367. Tou obtain your stores from Temora now ? From Cootamundra.
2368. Do they come by way of Temora ? I get them chiefly now from Junee.
2369. I suppose your neighbours would, like yourself, patronise tlie railway if it were opened to Temora ?
Tes. .

Mr. Christian Hansler, landed proprietor, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. 2370. Chairman.} Where do you reside ? Just outside Temora.

C. Hansler. 2371. Are you a landed proprietor ? Tes.
'T'T'*'' A 2372. How many acres do you possess ? About 15-j.

4 Feb., 1890. 2373. How many acres do you cultivate ? I have got 4 acres under grapes, and about one more under 
fruit-trees. ' ■
2374. Have you made wine in the old country ? Tes, and here also.
2375. What is your native country ? Germany, 2376.
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2376. On the Rhine ? Close to the Rhine. . E Hansler '
2377. Do you think the soil and climate of this locality is well adapted for wine-making ? Particularly
well adapted. I believe we can grow as good wine about Temora as can be grown in any other part of New iggo,,
South Wales. I proved it last year. I made some wine though the vineyard was started only about four ‘
years ago.
2378. How many gallons of ivine did you make last year ? The first year I lost a lot on account of the 
very dry season which kept me back, and the vines are not in full bearing yet. It will be another two or 
three years before they are in full bearing.
2379. I suppose when they are in full bearing the wine wall be of a better quality ? The wine is of good 
quality now. When the vineyard is in full bearing I expect to make about 500 gallons to the acre or a 
total of 2,000 gallons for 4 acres.
2380. Do you think that would be about the average production of the land in the district ? Yes.
2381. Is that red wine or white wine ? Both. ... .'
2382. What are the names of the wines.? Muscat, port, claret, white Reisling, and other kinds.
2383. Do you grow many table-grapes ? Yes.
2384. And what other fruits do you grow ? Apples, pears, peaches, plums, oranges, and all sorts of 
fruit.
2385. And all those fruits grow well P Yes, especially apples and plums. _
2386. And you find you can grow oranges and apples in the same garden ? Yes. I got a prize for 
oranges at the last Temora show.
2387. Is it not rather unusual for apples and oranges to grow together ? I am not aware. I am not so 
well acquainted with the orchard as with the vineyard.
2388. So far, your orchard is thriving ? Yes, doing well. _ _
2389. And what do you reckon you would make out of an acre of fruit, leaving the grapes out of con
sideration ? I reckon that, in pretty fuU bearing, they would bring in about £1 a tree.
2390. How many trees to the acre ? About 70. •
2391. That would be about £70 per acre ? Yes. The trees would not yield that yet—not until they
mature. _ . _ ,
2392. Do you not think there is a very large area of land in this district from which wine could be made
of good quality ? Yes. I sold all my vine-cuttings to other people for planting. .
2393. So that it is evident that wine culture is making progress? Yes. _
2394. And you think, from your past experience, that it will be a success ? I think so.
2395. And that it will be more profitable than wheat-growing ? Yes.
2396. Mr. Humphery.'] You are building a wine-cellar, are. you not ? Yes.
2397. Have you a wine-press ? Yes.
2398. Is the wine-press I saw at your vineyard this morning the only one you have been using P Yes, 
that is quite sufficient. I could press with that for the whole of Temora.
2399. What quantity of wine did you make last year ? About 100 gallons, in addition to the grapes 
I sold.
2400. Did you sell the wine ? Yes, I sold it all.
2401. Mr. O' Sullivan.] Have you been in the wdne districts of Victoria, near Rutherglen ? Yes.

' 2402. Do you think that the soil here is equally as good for vine culture as the soil there ? It is just as 
good. . _ _ _
2403. What do you estimate your profits per acre at ? I estimate that, when in full bearing, the land 
will bring me in about £400 a year.
2404. Do you think you will clear £25 an acre ? I should say so.
2405. You know that in Victoria the small farmers do that ? Yes.
2406. And therefore, the small vignerons could do the same here ? Yes.
2407. But I suppose it would very much conduce to the promotion of the industry if a large wine cellar 
were established with wdne-presses P Yes.
2408. You think, from the way the people are taking it up, that it is likely to be a successful industry 
here ? Yes,

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—BAIL WAT FBOM COOTAMUNDBA TO TEMOEA. . 6l

WEDNESDAY, 5 FEBRUARY, 1890.
[Y/ic Sectional Committee met at the Wallendbeen Court-house, Wallendbeen, at 7 p.mi]

fteseni:—
HENRY COPELAND, Esq. (Chaieman).

The Hon. Eeedeeick Thomas Humphebt. | Edwabd William O’Sullivan, Esq. •

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Cootamundra to Temora.

’ James Gibb, Esq., pastoralist, sworn, and examined :—
2409. Chairman.] You are the proprietor of the Berthong Station ? Yes. J. Gibb, Esq.
2410. Are there many acres of conditionally purchased land on the station ? There are a good many. ,
2411. Can you say how many ? There are 53,000 acres, purchased and conditionally purchased. 5 Feb,, 1890,
2412. That which has not been conditionally purchased, I suppose, has been purchased by auction ? Yes, 
and improvement purchase.
2413. How many acres have you under lease from the Crown ? I have 11,858, but I do not think there 
is that quantity.
2414. You are paying for 11,858 acres under pastoral lease, but you do not think there is that quantity ?
Exactly.
2415. Is there any land on the station in the resumed area available for conditional purchase ? Not at 
present.
2416. Is it open to be selected ? Not yet; it is in reserves, but it is cut up. .
2417. It has been surveyed for selection ? Yes.
2418. In special areas ? I do,not know the size.
2419. About what proportion of land is fit for agriculture of the land that will be available on the
resumed area ? About one-fourth. 2420,
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I have not the least

J. Gibb, Esq. 2420. And the remainder, I suppose, is good grazing land ? No, it consists of ironbark ranges and granite 
ridges.

5 Feb., 1890. 2421. How many acres have you in the leasehold area ? I think there are 6,252 acres of Crown land.
2422. Then there is an equal division ? Nearly so.
2423. Can you say how many acres there are in reserves in the leasehold area ? About 2,204 acres.
2424. Approximately, how many acres do you think are in the reserves ? 2,204 acres. There are 960
acres in the one you came up to-day.
2425. Is that a water reserve ? Yes. .
2426. Has the reservation not been revoked? Not in the papers, hut they sent a surveyor to cut it up.
2427. They have measured it preparatory to throwing it open ? Yes.
2428. What proportion of that 960 acres is agricultural land ? About one-half.
2429. What other reserves are there on the resumed area ? There is another water reserve at the home
stead known as the Berthong Springs, and the ironbark forest reserves we passed through to-day.
2430. How many acres ? About 700 acres in Berthong Springs.
2431. Are those springs permanent ? Yes.
2432. And I suppose it would he desirable to retain some portion of that reserve ? 
doubt of it.
2433. Retain it as a water reserve for all time ? For all time.
2434. There is no necessity to retain any of the 960 acres ? No.
2435. Is that permanent water ? No.
2436. What other reserves have you on the leasehold area ? Travelling stock reserves. _
2437. Is the travelling stock reserve continuous, or merely a remnant of a travelling stock reserve ? It is
not continuous, and not a remnant. _
2438. In what direction does it go ? No particular direction. _
2439. Do you ever make use of it in sending your stock through ? No. My paddocks go right out on to
the road. . ,
2440. Do you ever send your stock to the mountains ? Yes, but not in that direction. This stock reserve 
goes north from mv run, and when I send my stock to the mountains I send to the south.

‘'2441. Then as far as you are concerned this travelling stock reserve is not required ? Not required.
2442. Are you in the habit of sending your stock away to the mountain country in times of drought ? Yes.
2443. Where do you send them to ? I have got two runs on the mountains near K iandra above Tumut.
2444. What are the names of the runs ? Yarrangobilly North and Pinbeyan West.
2445. How long do you keep the stock there ? Sometimes a year—all the winter if I am hard pushed at
Berthong. . , '
2446. In sending your stock there do you ever make use of the railway to G-undagai? No, I have not done so.
2447. Do you think that if this railway were constructed to Temora the graziers to the west of that place 
would be likely to make use of the railway to send their stock to the mountains ? That would depend 
upon three things. First, it would depend upon the price of the journey.
2448. You know, I suppose, that there is a specially low rate for travelling stock ? I would expect so. 
In the second place, the trucks as they are at present are not fit to send even fat stock away in. There 
ought to be at least four compartments in each truck. And thirdly, the Government ought to take into

- their hands the town commonages, fence them in, subdivide them into paddocks, and make a charge for
travelling stock, so that they could rest and have feed. _ _

• 2449. What is your opinion as to where the proposed railway from Temora should join the main Southern 
Line? I think it should join at Wallendbeen.. . . £
2450. Will you state concisely the reasons why you think it should connect at Wallendbeen in preference 
to Cootamundra? It will save the consuming public about 3s. a ton for every ton they consume, and 
there will be an additional haulage of close upon 10 miles backwards and forwards.
2451. Any other reason ? It will open up a large tract of country. _
2452. Do you think it would open up a larger tract of country than by connecting with Cootamundra ? 
.1 cannot speak as to that. I have never surveyed that line.
2453. You know there are a great many selectors on the proposed line between Cootamundra and Temora, 
and westward of Temora ? There is no doubt of that.
2454. And that the land office and other Government offices are at Cootamundra ? I am aware of all
that also. .
2455. Do you not think it would be greatly to the convenience of all these people to be taken straight to 
the land agent’s office, even although they had to pay a little extra in the way of haulage ? No. I think 
there ought to be a land office in Temora.

. 2456. Then the people would be able to choose the shorter route? Yes. I can save from £1 to £2 per 
ton on my goods by purchasing them in Sydney and landing them in Wallendbeen.
2457. From £1 to £2 per ton? Yes ; instead of buying from the merchants.
2458. But surely it does not cost from £1 to £2 a ton to take the goods on to Cootamundra from Wallend
been? I am not talking about taking them on to Cootamundra. I say, that if I buy direct in Sydney, 
and take the goods home to my own place, instead of going to Young or Cootamundra I will save from £1 to 
£2 per ton. .

. 2459. But if the railway went to Cootamundra you would still have the Sydney market open to you, just
' ’ the same as you have at present ? Certainly ; but I am talking of the Temora people. Instead of having

■ to go to Cootamundra to buy, they could buy direct in the head city of the Colony.
2460. But could they not buy direct all the same if the railway were taken to Cootamundra? Yes ; and 
have to pay 3s. a ton extra for haulage.
2461. Do you think that, if a railway were brought to Wallendbeen, stores and Government offices would 
spring up, giving the same amount of accommodation to the people that is now obtainable at. Coota
mundra? I do not think for a moment that Government offices would spring up—not for a considerable 
time, at any rate. There will be other branch railways made in the course of time.
2462. Do you not think it would be a great advantage to the people about Temora and to the westward 
if the railway were to connect at Cootamundra, and join on direct with the Gundagai line, so that they 
might be able to send their stock on direct to the mountain country ? No doubt it would.
2463. Can you point out qny recommendation in favour of the Wallendbeen line, besides the fact that

- - ■ " ■ 92* miles
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9| miles of haulage is saved by adopting the more direct route ? Tou go through a splendid ironbark J* Gibb, Esq. 
country, where there is timber suitable for sleepers and posts and rails, and you go north through Govern- C'iA"'7o™ 
ment land all the way to Teo Teo. r *• .5 Feb., 1890.
2464. But is that land open for selection ? The reserves are not. ‘ .
2465. Is there any land open for selection at the present time on that route ? I am not aware that there ,
is, but there will be. .
2466. Do you think that the railway, by the suggested route to "Wallendbeen, would traverse as much 
settlement as if it went by way of Cootamundra ? A great deal more. There is the very finest land on 
Berthong, on Davidson’s station, and also on Milong. The Milong farmers are within 8 miles of the flat 
before you enter the rough country. Instead of having to go 15 miles to Toung, they would be within 
8 miles of a platform. There are a very large number of selectors on Milong, and part of Davidson’s.
2467. Do these lie north of the suggested route ? Tes.
2468. Can you say how many selections have been taken up within a radius of (say) 10 miles on the 
northern side of the line from Wallendbeen to Stockinbingal ? That I could not say. There are a very 
large number on Milong and Geraldra.
2469. "What distance is that from the railway ? About 8 miles, or 9 at the outside. Nine miles would 
bring you right in amongst them. No doubt some of them would be 10 miles distant.
2470. Are there more selections on the northern side of the line between Wallendbeen and Stockinbingal
than there are on the southern side of the line ? I will not say that. I think that south of the proposed 
Wallendbeen line the land is nearly all occupied by selectors. "
2471. I suppose to a great proportion of those on the southern side of the line it would make very little
difference whether they made use of the line to Wallendbeen or that to Cootamundra? It would make 
a difference of lid. a bushel to a great many of them. They would have to pay 6d. a bag freight either 
to Wallendbeen or Cootamundra. ”
2472. But they would have to pay something per bag to have it taken to any station;—there would not be 
a station alongside every selector’s barn, they would have to pay something in any case ? Undoubtedly so.
2473. How many selectors are there (say) within 7 miles of Wallendbeen, between Wallendbeen and Teo
Teo ? There are a large number, but I could not say accurately. . .
2474. Have you any idea how many selectors there are on the land between here and Teo Teo ? There - •
might be sixty. 1
2475. Chairman^ Sixty selections or sixty persons ? Sixty selections. On some of them there are eight . 
or ten people.
2476. Mr. Humphery.'] Sixty selections occupied ? Tes, sixty homesteads.
2477. How many of those would be within 7 miles of Wallendbeen ? A good few of them.
2478. Can you say about how many ? I would not undertake to say how many.
2479. What lavish to know is this : How many are there within 7 miles of Wallendbeen, and how many 
are there within 7 miles of Teo Teo ? I would not attempt to answer the question with accuracy.
2480. Can you say how many selectors there are between 5 and 10 miles of Wallendbeen ? The land is 
all occupied by selectors, but how many there are I cannot say.
2481. I want to know how many would be served by the existing line, and how many would be served at 
Teo Teo, where the proposed line goes to Cootamundra, and the suggested line to Wallendbeen ? There 
might be twenty-five who would put their goods on that line.
2482. At Teo Teo?" Tes. '
2483. Mr. O’ Sullivan.] To what railway station do you send your wool? To Wallendbeen. .
2484. How far are you distant from Wallendbeen ? The shed is 9 miles away.
2485. And I presume you obtain all your stores by way of Wallendbeen? Tes.
2486. How many graziers are there between Wallendbeen and Stockinbingal ? Only Mr. Davidson, 
myself, and the owners of Nubba Station.
2487. Nubba station is near the southern line, is it not ? The southern line goes through a portion of it.
2488. Is there a platform on Nubba station ? I believe so.
2489. Where is Mr. Davidson’s station ? Geraldra.
2490. How far is that from the southern line ? 20 or 25 miles. .
2491. Does Mr. Davidson send his wool into Wallendbeen ? To Cootamundra I think.
2492. Then he would very likely be served by a station at Stockinbingal if one were established there ? I 
should think so.
2493. How far would his woolshed be from Stockinbingal ? About 2-( miles.
2494. The land we passed through to-day, coming from Stockinbingal to Wallendbeen, was in some places 
of a very superior quality, was it not ? Tes, very good.
2495. How much ot that land do you think would be open for settlement if the line were taken from 
Wallendbeen to Temora ? It is impossible for me to say.
2496. Can you not give the Committee an approximate idea as to how much would be likely to be opened?
I cannot say. "
2497. Can you not form an idea as to how much land would be available for settlement ? No, I cannot;
I never bothered with any. place but my own. '
2498. Would not the reserve through which we passed be available for settlement ? Undoubtedly; but
I do not know the size of it. .
2499. Are there many leasehold areas out there ? I cannot say.
2500. Does the Geraldra leasehold area come in out there ? I do not know that Mr. Davidson has any.
2501. How much resumed area have you yet in hand ? The Government say about 5,606 acres.
2502. How much of this would be on the line of railway if it were constructed from Wallendbeen to 
Temora ? The railway would go through the 960 acre water reserve and the ironbark forest reserves.
2503. Then the whole of these 5,606 acres would be available for settlement ? Tes, if thrown open for 
selection.
2504. Not all the resumed area? No, the water reserves would not go. I do not think the Govern
ment would ever part with the main spring.
2504)-. It would be necessary to retain the reserves on that resumed area ? It would be necessarv to 
retain that one. "
2505. Can we say that there would be about 10,000 acres available for settlement between Wallendbeen
and Stockinbingal ? No. '

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE—BAIDWAY FROM COOTAMUNDBA TO TEMOBA.

Mr.
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Mr. Peter Sinclair, station manager, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. P. 
Sinclair.

5 Feb., 1890.

2506. Chairman.^ Ton are manager of the Isubba Station? Yes. • '
2507. I presume that the question of the proposed railway from Wallendbeen to Yco Yco does not affect
the Nuhba Station very much r Not in the least. ' .
2508. Because you are near enough to the main southern line ? Yes, it runs through the station ror 
about 4 miles.
2509. You have heard the evidence given by Mr. Gibb ? Yes.
2510. Do you generally endorse that evidence? Yes, to a certain extent. _
2511. Is there anything you would like to state to the Committee with reference to the proposed railway
which you think ought to be brought out in evidence ? The only thing is that if the railway went from 
Wallendbeen to Yeo Yeo it would open up a lot of country, whereas the land on the Cootamundra route 
is already opened up. The railway from Wallendbeen would get all the outside traffic from Milong, and- 
the leasehold area on Berthong, I suppose, will be available some of these days. _
2512. But a great proportion of the land to which you refer is already within a reasonable distance of ihe 
main southern line, is it not ? Yes. But there are only 48,000 acres within the triangle altogether, and 
the people are mostly large holders. I should not think there were more than eighty altogether.
2513. Is there any part of Mr. Gibb’s leasehold area 10 miles away from the Wallendbeen Bailway 
Station ? I think not.
2514. Then the whole of them would be within 10 miles ? Yes. ■
2515. Some of them much nearer than 10 miles ? Yes. . r _ . . .
2516. Is there any statement you would -wish to make to the Committee? No, there is nothing in 
addition to what has already been said by Mr. Gibb.
2517. You endorse generally what has been said by Mr. Gibb ? Yes.*'

Mr. James Drummond, sworn, and further examined:—■
Mr. J. 2518. Chairman!] Do you produce some statistics with reference to the quantity of wheat sent from the 

Drummond. Wallendbeen Bailway Station during the whole of last year and the first month of the present year ; also 
^ie Passe:nger traffic and the whole of the traffic inwards and outwards? Yes. The information is 

e ■’ ‘ embraced in the following tabulated statements :—

CoAcmxe, 1SS9.

Passengers. Amount.
Horses, 

Carriages, 
and Dogs,

Parcels, &e. Total.

£ s. d. £ s. cl. £ s. d. £ s. d.
Januarv.................. .................. 171 67 17 1 0 1 11 4 16 0 72 15 0
February .............. .................. 181 57 13 7 12 10 1 3 16 5 74 0 1
March .................. .................. 155 48 8 7 5 9 2 4 5 11 58 3 8
April...................... .................. 134 56 4 11 0 2 8 4 9 7 60 17

.................. 113 38 19 10 6 2 8 45 G
June ...................... .................. 108 31 3 11 11 4 0 4 0 6 46 8 5
July ...................... .................. 84 35 17 3 0 0 6 4 19 3 40 17 0
August .................. .................. 138 31 11 1 0 2 5 2 16 1 42 9 7
September.............. .................. 114 61 0 8 16 9 7 4 2 1 81 12 4
October.................. .................. 125 35 4 1 9 3 11 4 18 8 49 6 8
November.............. .................. 139 54 17 10 0 5 6 5 19 8 60 3 0
December.............. .................. 133 42 12 8 0 1 6 7 10 0 50 4

1,595 569 11 6 55 11 3 56 16 10 681 19 7
1890.

January.................. .................. 202 77 17 6 9 8 8 4 17 0 92 3 2

Inwards and Outwards Traffic.

Inwards. Outwards. Wool.
Wheat.

Weight.

1889. ’t. C. q. £ S. d. t. c. q- £ s. d. Bales. Bags. t. c. q-■n i 41 1 l \ 87 ] s 2 59 10 6
38 4 2 78 11 6 79 6 i 46 9 3 233 25 19 0

69 7 S 2
42 14 1 61 0 2 16 8 2 21 3 10 38 3 18 0

June ...................... 40 16 0 62 12 10 11 18 0 15 10 10 17 101 ii 4 1
20 19 3 34 18 4 37 4 0 16 0 9 171 18 16 2
35 17 2 59 17 3 23 10 0 9 7 10 120 13 1 i

September.............. 28 11 3 43 10 4 64 19 2 119 6 11 226 79 6 3 3
October .................. 56 10 0 108 8 9 147 6 2 312 19 2 580 209 23 17
November.............. 28 7 2 92 19 9 222 12 2 539 17 4 918 206 23 •14 4
December .............. 47 15 1 86 19 4 148 2 3 70 15 3 9 1,256 141 14 1

366 13 1 570 9 4 839 6 o 1,211 9 8 1,750 2,482 275 18 0

1890.
January .................. 38 13 2 46 5 0 1,155 17 2 425 8 0 6 9,991 1,150 10 0

* Note {on revision) : I omitted to state that the north-western line traffic from Blajney, &c., should also be considered, 
and, further, I feel certain if a trial survey were made, that the Yeo Yeo would he a much easier line for rolling-stock than 
the present line from Wallendbeen to Cootamundra, anil would save the extra 91 miles’ haulage on both routes, which vvould 
be a big item in a few years.
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2519. W hat ground have you for believing that these figures are absolutely reliable ? I obtained them Mr. J.
from the station-master, and have every reason for believing that they are correct. Drummond.
2520. Mr. O'SullivanJ] Do those figures refer to the land south of the main southern line as well _ 
as north ? They refer to the whole of the Wallendbeen railw ay traffic. 1 also furnish the Committee ° 
with the following particulars of holdings on and near the proposed route of the Temora railway, starting 
from Wallendbeen as far as Teo Yeo. I have not been able to fill up the particulars under some of the 
headings.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—BAILWAY FEOM COOTAMUNDBA TO TEMOBA. 65

Name of Owner Distance fiom 
purposed route Distance fiom 

Wallendbeen Station Area of Holding Area under crop Number of 
bushels.

acres. acres. -
— Price................................... On the route . Adjoining station 520
John Izzard . . ................... do . 1 mile 175
William Wilkins ......................... do , 1£ mile 40
Portion of Nubba Estate . do
James Gibb and Son..................... 6 miles 9 miles . 388 5,820
H. E. Thorne .................. mile 5 miles 640 260 5,200
G. Trov ....................................... 2^ miles 5 mites . 2,000 250 4,400
J. Mannane .......................... 1 mile . 6 miles 960 200 4,500
J. Nettleton.............................. 24 miles . . 4- miles . 240 130 2,700
T. Johnstone.......................... miles . 4 miles . . 200 70 1,400
J. J. Cartwright............... 2-^ miles . 3 miles 180 100 2,000
T. Maning ................ 2 miles .. 6 miles .
S. Keith...................................... 3 miles . 4 miles . .
Mutch Bros. ... . 2 miles.............. 7 miles . . 130
G. Strangway . . . . 1J mile . . 6 miles
G. Ball . 2 miles . . 320 100
E. J. Forsyth............................. 2^ miles
M. K. Foisyth ... .... miles . . .
J. 0. Dare ...................... . 2^ miles
James Mackay.......................... mile . . .
Adam Mackay ............................ mile.................
W. James........................................ 2 miles...........
Thos. Mackay.................................. J mile................
— Maguire ...................................... 2 miles..................
— Sibras .......................................
— Davidson.................................... Geraldra Estate here running through it.

Mr.
P. Kilfoyle.

Mr. Patrick Kilfoyle, Police Constable, sworn, and examined :—
2521. Chairman^ You are the resident constable at Wallendbeen ? Yes.
2522. How many years have you been here P Three.
2528. 1 suppose you know the district very well ? Yes. _______
2521. You went over with Mr. Surveyor Hutchison to examine the proposed railway route from Wallend- 5 "Feb. 1890. 
been to Yeo Yeo ? Yes. ’
2525. Do you think Mr. Hutchison took a reasonable amount of trouble in ascertaining the best route 
obtainable ? Yes, I think he did.
2526. You think that the route selected is the best that could be obtained ? Yes.
2527. The shortest and the best from an engineering point of view ? Yes.
2528. We do not know of any better way of getting over the range P No.
2529. Neither a shorter way nor a better way from a gradient point of view ? No. '
2530. Have you collected any statistics with reference to Wallendbeen during the last year or the present 
year ? Yes, I collected the stock and crop returns.
2531. Within what radius of Wallendbeen ? About 10 miles.
2532. East, west, north, and south ? No ; 10 miles south, about 6 miles east, and 6 miles west, and 
about 9 miles north.
2533. Within those distances of Wallendbeen, what returns can you give the Committee ? Last year 
there were 6,481 acres under wheat.
2534. Howmany holdings ? Eorty-five under wheat; other crops, nine holdings ; total, fifty-four holdings.
2535. Have they any other crops besides wheat ? Yes About 3,241 acres would be under other crops.
2536. Of what did the other crops consist ? Corn and hay—oaten hay and wheaten hay.
2537. Any root crops—carrots or turnips ? Yes, and cabbages and potatoes.
2538. Any large area of potatoes ? No, not very large. '
2539. Then I suppose the whole of the cultivation is practically comprised in wheat crops and hay crops, 
consisting of wheaten and oaten hay ? Yes, and corn.
2540. Do you think the people to whom you have referred suffer any practical inconvenience from the 
want of a railway at the present time ? The railway would not be convenient to the farmers out at 
Cullingar.
2541. What distance is that from Wallendbeen ? To the Dividing Kange it is about 9 miles.
2542. Then if a railway were constructed from Wallendbeen to Yeo Yeo, it would be an advantage to 
those selectors ? No ; it would only be an advantage to six of the Cullingar farmers who have selections 
at Stockinbingal.
2543. How many of them are thpre at Cullingar ? About forty.
2544. But I thought you were only giving: the statistics with reference to some forty-five ? Well, I 
suppose there would be about forty at Cullingar, Biggan, Collingwood, and Two-mile Creek.
2545. Do they lie south of the proposed railway from Wallendbeen to Yeo Yeo ? Yes, all of them.
2546. Would not those people be within a reasonable distance from the railway from Yeo Yeo to 
Cootamundra? They are within reasonable distance from Wallendbeen Kailway Station and Nubba 
siding at the present time.
2547. About how many miles distant ? The most distant is about 9 miles away.
2548. Then how far would they be away from the railway if it were constructed from Yeo Yeo to 
Cootamundra ? About the same.

25 (a)—1 2549.
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66 PCBXiIC WOKES COMMITTEE—KAILWAY FKOM COOTAMUNDEA TO TEMOKA.

Mr.
P Kilfoyle.

5 Teb., 1890

2549. Suppose the railway were constructed from Wallendbeen to Teo Teo, what distance would there he
from that ? It would make no difEerenee; they are lying away back. The nearest point would he the 
main line. _
2550. Then they would not he benefited in any way by the construction of a railway from Wallendbeen
to Temora? No. _
2551. Mr. O'Sullivan7\ Tou gave the number of selectors within your district as fifty-four ? Tes.
2552. Tour district goes to the south, to the north, and to the east of Wallendbeen, as well as to the west ?
Tes. ... ,,
2553. How many of these fifty-four selectors would lie upon the line of railway from Wallendbeen to
Stockinbingal, if it were constructed ? About thirteen ; but they are not all in my district. They are within 
about a couple of miles of the proposed railway from Wallendbeen to Teo Teo. _
2554. Then the majority of the fifty-four selectors to whom you refer do not reside on the line of route at
all? No. .
2555. But outside of your district there are a few other selectors who would be served by the line of
railway ? Tes. _
2556. How many outside of your district ? I should think from fifty to sixty.
2557. How far would they be away from the proposed line of railway ? Some of them would be 7 miles
away. _
2558. In what locality are these selectors to be found ? To the right of the route we passed this
afternoon. _ m n -vt i.
2559. That would be to the north of the proposed line of railway from Wallendbeen to Temora ? No, to
the west. , ,
2560. Will you give the names of the localities ? Morrison’s Hill, Congo, and Stockinbingal.
2561. Those are the principal localities where these selectors reside ? Tes.
2562. And how far away from Wallendbeen are the fifty or sixty selectors who reside outside your 
district ? The nearest of them is about 4 miles away from the Wallendbeen station.
2563. Would the majority of the sixty outside of your district be within 10 miles of the Wallendbeen
station? Tes. ______

Mr. William Hall Matthews, sworn, and further examined:—
Ml- W H 2564. Chairman7] Do you wish to supplement your evidence by a statement showing the amount of 
Matthews, agricultural machinery that has been purchased from South Australia and Victoria, and which has come 

via Albury by the railway to Cootamundra during the years 1887, 1888, and 1889 ? . Tes. The amount 
5 Feb., 1890. 0f machinery that my firm has imported to Cootamundra represents 93 strippers, 45 winnowers, 28 ploughs, 

6 wool-presses, 2 horse-powers, 5 chaff-cutters, and 1 travelling chaff-cutter, making a total of 128 tons.
2565. Where did you dispose of these ? A large proportion of them were sent to Temora.
2566. About what proportion ? About a third. .
2567. And where have the other two-thirds been disposed of? In the surrounding districts between 
Temora, and in the Cootamundra district generally.
2568- Then if Temora were connected with the Southern Bailway at Wallendbeen, it would be necessary 
for these goods to be forwarded on the main line as far as Wallendbeen, instead of only to Cootamundra,
as at present ? Tes. ,
2569. And you think it would be better, from that point of view, that the railway should run between
Temora and Cootamundra ? I do. . x-u j. rm,
2570. Do you not get a number of machines from Sydney also ? Not as large a proportion as that. Ine
number is small in proportion.
2571. Still you do get some ? Tes. . .
2572. On the other hand, they would have to pay an extra haulage by being sent to Cootamundra instead
of to Wallendbeen? Tes. j tt- x • l
2573. The figures you have given showthe machinery imported from South Australia and Victoria by your 
firm alone, and I believe there are three other firms in Cootamundra in the same line of business ? Tes.

[Seven Plan?.]
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1890.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

COOTAMUNDRA TO TEMORA RAILWAY BILL.
(MESSAGE No. 17.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 2 July, 1890.

By Deputation from ihe Governor,

ALFRED STEPHEN, Message No. 17.
Lieutenant- Governor.

In accordance with the provisions contained in the-54th section of the Constitution Act, the 
Governor recommends, for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly, the expediency of making 
provision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to sanction the construction of a line 
of railway from Cootamundra to Temora.

Government Souse,

Sydney, ‘Loth June, 1890.

rad.] 367
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1890.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Public Works.

SECOND REPOET
TOGETHER WITH

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, APPENDICES, AND PLANS,
TO WHICH IS ATTACHED THE FIRST REPORT, WITH MINUTES OE EVIDENCE,

APPENDICES, AND PLANS,

RELATING TO THE

PROPOSED RAILWAY
TO CONNECT THE

NORTH SHORE RAILWAY WITH PORT JACKSON
AT MILSON’S POINT.

DresnUrtj to parliament in accorUance foitlj tlje protnsicms of tlje public SHorRs &ct,
51 Uir. Dio. 37, section 8.

SYDNEY: CHARLES POTTER, GOVERNMENT PRINTER.

[10*.] 271—a 189:1
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

KAILWAY TO CONNECT THE NORTH SHOBE RAILWAY WITH PORT 
JACKSON, AT MILSON’S POINT.

SECOND EEPOKT.

The Parliamentaky Standing Committee on Public Works, appointed during 
the first Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of .
1888, 51 Yic. No. 37, and the Public Works Act Amendment Act of 1889, 52 
Yic. No. 26, to whom was remitted for further consideration and report “the 
expediency of constructing a line of railway to connect the North Shore •
Railway with the deep waters of Port Jackson at Milson’s Point,” have, after 
further inquiry, resolved that it is expedient the railway should be constructed 
as suggested in an amended plan showing a maximum grade of 1 in 50 ; and, 
in accordance with the provision of sub-section IY, of clause 13, of the Public 
Works Act, report their resolution to the Legislative Assembly:—

1. The proposed railway, the construction of which the Committee, in their Reason for 
Penort of 11 December, 1889, declared they did not consider to be expedient, was t,’,e f'11'lhe,1'y ,,e' inquiry intoremitted to tne Committee by the Legislative Assembly, for further consideration and the proposed 
report, on the motion of Mr. Bruce Smith :— railway.

“ That it is expedient that the Report of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works 
upon a proposed line of railway to connect the North Shore Railway with the deep waters of 
Port Jackson at Milson’s Point he remitted to the said Committee for its further consideration 
and report, for the following reason :—That, since the said report was made, fresh evidence con
cerning the commercial value of the said line of railway has been obtained, which was not before 
the said Committee when that report was completed.” .
2. A description of the railway, with copies of the departmental plans, will Description of 

he found with the last Report of the Committee, attached to this Report. Shortly ^®1£™posed 
stated, the proposed line, as it was before the Committee in their first inquiry,rai W8y’ 
represents an extension of 2 miles and 21 chains of the North Shore Railway from
the present terminal point of that railway at Gore Hill, or Crow’s Nest, to Milson’s 
Point, the estimated cost of construction, including land and compensation, being 
£262,000. But in the present inquiry, Mr. Deane, the Acting Engineer-in-Chief for 
Railways,, has suggested a route which will make the extension longer by 30 chains 
than that originally proposed, and increase the cost of construction by £16,000, hut 
with a reduction in the total estimated cost to £231,156, and will reduce the grade 
to 1 in 50, that in the original proposal being 1 in 40.

3. A further suggestion has been made with a view to reducing the cost of Suggested
the proposed railway by not taking the line as far as Milson’s Point. This ™tdlfcation 
suggestion is that the passenger station at the harbour terminus of the line should proposal, 
be placed near the head of Lavender Bay, on the east side, the goods traffic (if any) .
to he dealt with either by means of goods sidings at the rear of the passenger 
station, or carried on to Neutral Bay or Cremorne.

4. Two other suggestions of importance, involving an alteration in the other 
original proposal as referred to the Committee lay the Legislative Assembly, havebeforeule8 
been made during the course of the Committee’s inquiry by two of the witnesses. Committee. 
The first is from Mr. Arthur Samuel Hamand, and it proposes that, instead of 
extending tho railway to Milson’s Point by the route recommended in either the

. original



960

o

original proposal of the Government or the amended proposal put forward by the 
Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways, the line should he taken round by Middle 
Harbour, passing close to the site of the suspension bridge in course of erection 
by.the North Sydney Tramway and Investment Company, and to the locality of 
Willoughby Rails, and then running to Milson’s Point, past the heads of Neutral 
Bay and Careening Cove, and along the east side of Lavender Bay. The other 
suggestion will he found in the evidence of Mr. Walter Liberty Vernon. This 
has not been before the Committee with the details necessary for its full con
sideration, and it has not therefore engaged their attention to the extent noticeable 
in connection with the suggestions from Mr. Deane and Mr. Hamand. .

cwlmfitee*6 . Committee have examined in their second inquiry a large number of
inquiry. witnesses, principally on the subject of a goods traffic, that being the question upon 

which the proposal to connect the North Shore Railway with Milson’s Point was 
remitted to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, and also, in view of the 
suggestions for improvement upon the original proposal, with respect to the question 
of route. In addition to this, some evidence has been taken as to ferry accommoda
tion, and on the question generally. As in the first inquiry evidence vras invited 
and ^sought from all sides, and several visits of inspection were made by the Committee 
to North Shore in order that they might acquaint themselves as far as possible, by 
personal observation,, with the apparent advantages or disadvantages that might be 
expected from adopting one or other of the routes proposed. Furthermore, being 
of opinion that Mr. Hamand’.s suggestion was worth careful consideration, and in 
order that it might be thoroughly tested, they invited the Railway Commissioners 
to express an opinion upon it, and Mr. Poxlee, M. Inst. O.E., Deputy Engineer for 
Existing Lines, made a careful inspection of it and of the Government proposal, and 
gave evidence before the Committee respecting them.

General 6. The general nature of the evidence given before the Committee in the
eridenee. 1 Ie present inquiry, V'hile differing from that of the evidence in the first inquiry, by 

reason of new matter being introduced, is not on some essential points dissimilar 
from that of the evidence previously given. Mr. Joseph Barling, Under Secretary 
for Public Works, who appeared as a witness to explain the circumstances 
under which the proposed railway wras referred back to the Committee 
for further consideration and report, stated that towards the close of the 
last investigation it came to the knowledge of the Department that in all 
probability a . considerable goods traffic would arise on the railway, and it 
was thought it could be shown that there was a promise of considerable traffic 
in wool, meat, timber, and other merchandise, which, it was anticipated, could be 
dealt with in Lavender Bay, or by a branch line along the frontage of the harbour, 
between Milson s Point and Admiralty House. It might also, he said, he reasonably 
anticipated that depots would arise for sending station supjilies to all the northern 
districts, a plan that would tend to relieve the present congested street traffic to 
Darling Harbour. A coal traffic, should such spring up from the districts lying 
between Newcastle and Sydney, could be provided for by a branch line to Cremorne; 
and to meet requirements connected with the construction in the future of a bridge 
across the harbour, another branch line could be taken from a point north of 
Lavender Bay to reach M'Mahon’s or Blue’s Point. The question of the con
struction of this bridge, however, the Department considered was entirely distinct 
from that of extending the North Shore Railway to the waters of the harbour. 
Mr. Deane, Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways, explained how a goods traffic 
could be accommodated along the eastern side of Lavender Bay, from the head of 
the bay downwards for a certain distance, the length of frontage available for 
this traffic being 1,560 feet. The passenger traffic, in his opinion, should be 
brought down to Milson’s Point, where there would be about 800 feet of 
jrontage that could be used for it. By this plan the passenger line would 
be carried at the back of the goods line, and brought down between the 
goods sidings and the high ground to the wharf at the end of the goods 
sidings, where the platforms and station would be. Supposing Lavender Bay were 
found not to provide sufficient accommodation for a very large goods traffic and for 
coal traffic, the line could be extended round the western side of Lavender Bay, or 
towards Kirribilli Point, Neutral Bay, or Cremorne. Access to the proposed goods 
station at Lavender Bay could be obtained by a road with a gradient of 1 in 18,
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commencing at Willoughby-street, near the Congregational Church. Another plan 
)e a(^0P^e^» ^ thought desirable, was to have the passenger station near 

the head ot Lavender Bay, on the eastern side, and carry the goods traffic behind the 
passenger traffic to Milson’s Point, or the line for goods traffic could be pushed on 
irom Lavender Bay to Neutral Bay or Cremorne. The most important matter was 
to provide for the passenger traffic, and by placing the passenger station at Lavender 
Bay the question of providing for a goods traffic might be determined apart from 
the question of passenger traffic. .As to the extension of the railway from its 
present terminus he advocated his amended proposal, which would make the line 
somewhat longer than that referred by the Legislative Assembly to the Committee,

. and increase its cost, but would reduce its grade to the ruling gradient between 
Hornsby or Pearce’s Corner and the present terminal station at Crow’s Nest 
Evidence was given by Mr. C. W. Harley,Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and Elvers, 
with regard to the manner in which a steam-ferry service for passengers could be 
carried on in connection with. the railway, and, to some extent, on other matters 
connected with the proposed line. Captain John Jackson, Manager of Public 
Wharves, was examined as to the space afforded by Lavender Bay for the accommo
dation of shipping, the. advantages or otherwise of carrying on a shipping trade at 
wharves erected near Kirribilli Point, and as to wharfage accommodation and facilities 
for the shipment of goods in the harbour generally. Mr. John Henry Geddes, wool- 
broker, and Mr. .William Erederick Buchanan, pastoralist, appeared before the Com
mittee to explain what was being done by J. H. Geddes & Co., the Pastoralists’ 
Association (Limited)., in the erection of warehouses near Kirribilli Point for the carry
ing on of a business in the receipt and shipment of wool, frozen meat, and general 
pastoral and agricultural produce, and to advocate the extension of the railway to 
Kinibilli Point. Mr. John Duff, Chief Inspector of Forests, gave evidence respecting 
the. timber in districts from which timber supplies might be sent along the North Shore 
Bailway, and Mr. T. W. E. David, Geological Surveyor, Department of Mines, with 
reference to coal deposits between Gosford and Newcastle. Mr. Hugh M'Lachlan, 
Secretary to the Eailway Commissioners, and Mr. David Kirkcaldie", Chief Traffic 
Manager, Bailway Department, were examined on the subject of a goods traffic, and on 
the. general proposal for the extension of the railway, care being taken in the exami
nation of Mr. M‘Lachlan, who appeared for the Bailway Commissioners, to ascertain 
whether,, since the first inquiry of the Committee, there had been any change in 
the opinions of the Commissioners on any important point in relation to the railway. 
Two witnesses—Mr. William Bethel Sharp, chairman, and Mr. Henry E. Stokes, 
member, of the Chamber of Commerce, Newcastle—came before the Committee in 
the interests of Newcastle, as against any diversion of trade from Newcastle to North 
Shore. Mr. Arthur Samuel Hamand and Mr. Whiter Liberty Vernon submitted 
alternative routes for the proposed railway; and upon the question generally, or 
upon the schemes submitted by Mr. Hamand and Mi’. Vernon, more particularly 
that by Mr. Hamand, there were examined by the Committee,—Mr. A. H. Collings, 
Manager of the Gore Hill Brickworks, St. Leonards; Captain Benjamin Jenkins] 
member of the Marine Board; Mr. George Pile, auctioneer; Mr. Charles Cyrus 
Bullock, surveyor; Mr. Dugald Thomson; Mr. Thomas Allright Dibbs, General 
Manager, Commercial Banking Company, Sydney; Mr. Charles Augustus Goodchap, 
M.P.; Mr. William Theodore Foxlee, M. Inst. C.E., Deputy Engineer for Existing 
Lines, Bailway Department; and Mr. Charles Billyard. Mr. C. A. Goodchap gave 
evidence against the construction of the railway, on the grounds that it would he an 
umeasonable and extravagant policy to extend the line from its present terminus 
to Milson s Point, or to any other point at the present time; and that the extension 
of the tramway from its terminus to the railway station at St. Leonards, the present 
terminus of the North Shore Bailway, would meet all the just requirements of the 
case.. The connection of the existing tramway with the railway would be, in his 
opinion, sufficient for the probable traffic for “ a great number of years”; and in 
expressing that opinion he did not lose sight of the favourable offer of the executors 
of the Berry Estate with regard to land required from that estate for the extension 
of the railway. He did not tbink the passenger traffic would be large, and as to the 
question of a goods traffic he considered it very improbable there would be a general 
traffic in either wool, coal, or other produce, while, in the case of goods for local 
consumption, they could be distributed much better from the present terminus than 
from Milson’s Point, the present terminus being more central.
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Question of 7. The question of a goods traffic on the proposed railway, being that upon
a goods traffic, the proposal to construct the railway was remitted to the Committee, became

the most important in the Committee’s inquiry. Mr. Barling, Under Secretary 
for Public Works, gave no detailed evidence on the subject. Questioned as to 
the evidence he gave at the first inquiry he said that when he was examined 
on that occasion the subject of a goods traffic had not been sufficiently considered, 
and such traffic was not looked upon as at all likely. Details as to the probability 
of a goods traffic he left to other witnesses. Mr. Deane, when before the Com
mittee in their first inquiry, expressed very decided opinions against a goods 
traffic on the railway, hut in this inquiry was prepared to give evidence only on 
the engineering question of how provision could he made for dealing with goods. 
’Idle principal witness in this inquiry, with respect to a goods traffic, was Mr. J. H. 
Geddes. Shortly after the adoption by the Committee of their Eirst Deport a letter 
wras received from the Under Secretary for Public Works asking the Committee to 
delay reporting to Parliament in order that the Department of Public Works might 
be enabled to submit further evidence with reference to a goods traffic on the line; 
that further evidence being a statement from Mr. J. II. Geddes, that the company 
with which he was connected intended to erect wrool stores near Kirribilli Point, and 
cany on a wool and general produce business, which should bring a considerable 
traffic to the proposed railway. The Committee did not feel justified in reopening 
the first inquiry to hear this evidence, and the desire that it should be heard formed 
the basis upon which the Minister for Works had the proposal to construct the railway 
remitted by the Legislative Assembly to the Committee for further consideration 
and report. Mr. Geddes was examined in the present inquiry immediately after the 
departmental witnesses, and he described the intentions of his company in detail, 
lie stated that the Pastoralists’ Association, Avhich had been formed with a view to 
a combination among wool-growers for reducing the charges associated with the 
sales of wool, produce, &c., and for the storage and shipment of frozen meat, and 
which already numbered 118 pastoralists, representing 31,000 bales of wool, intended 
to erect a warehouse near Kirribilli Point for the carrying on of a large business. 
It was anticipated that their arrangements would result in the receipt of a constantly 
increasing quantity of wool and other produce, and as special provision would he 
made for the storage and shipment of frozen meat, and the northern pastures were 
amongst the best in the Colony for fattening purposes, it was considered that there 
Avould be a large frozen meat export. While this Avas expected at Kirribilli Point, it 
was considered, Mr. Geddes went on to say, that the natural effect of the con
struction of the proposed railway would be the gradual creation of an enormous 
goods dep6t for the supply of all the northern districts, the diversion of sufficient 
of the wool traffic at present carried on at Darling Harbour to relieve the great, 
congestion there, and an improATement in the city street traffic noAV greatly over-- 
croAvded by the conveyance of avooI and produce to the city Avarehouses. To enable 
the Pastoralists’ Association to carry on their business according to these intentions 
it would be necessary to extend the proposed railway to Kirribilli Point, but if 
extended only to Milson’s Point the Association would use it. The AArarehouse to be 
erected by the Association Avould cost, Mr. Geddes stated, £60,000, but for the 
present only a section of it was to be built, the cost of this to be £20,000. Mr. 
W. E. Buchanan, a shareholder and director in the Association, Avas also examined, 
but his evidence, while generally supporting that of Mr. Geddes, did not give any 
new information of importance. EolloAving these witnesses upon the subject of a 
goods traffic there Avere Mr. H. M‘Lachlan, Secretary to the Bailway Commissioners, 
and Mr. D. Kirkcaldie, Chief Traffic Manager, Bailway Department; and both 
these gentlemen gave evidence shoAving that the BailAAray Department does not 
anticipate any appreciable goods traffic on the proposed liue. In his evidence in 
the first inquiry Mr. M‘Lachlan stated that the railway to Milson’s Point would not 
answer for general goods traffic,—that was for Sydney goods traffic, and he had no 
reason in the present inquiry to alter that opinion. Nor had the BailA\ray Com
missioners changed their views materially from those expressed in the first inquiry. 
They had noticed, he said, that one or two avooI companies, and one in particular— 
perhaps attracted by the prospect of getting cheaper land at North Shore—were 
building stores there, and, no doubt, they would in their oavu interest get their 
aa'ooI consigned to the local station; but the Commissioners did not think that the 
general bulk of the traffic would be affected, and they did not count upon there 
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being any great goods traffic on the line. If wool were carried to Milson’s Point the 
carriage rate would be the same as that to Darling Harbour, but for produce there would 
be a difference of 6d. or 7d. a ton in favour of Milson’s Point. The Commissioners 
desired, however, he went on to point out, to concentrate the traffic at Darling 
Harbour, as it was cheaper to work it that way, only one staff being required. • As 
for coal traffic, it would not be possible to reduce to any appreciable extent the 
present rates for the carriage of coal, and the railway to Milson’s Point need not be 
expected to earn anything by a coal traffic unless coal-mines were opened up about 
Gosford. There would probably be a traffic in agricultural produce from the north 
for the local market at North Shore, but it would not be very remunerative to the ~
Department, and what was conveyed by the Milson’s Point railway would be taken 
from the railway to Darling Harbour. The proposed line, if constructed, would have 
to depend for its earnings almost entirely upon the passenger traffic and the local goods 
traffic. Mr. McLachlan also expressed the opinion that, with regard to the practice 
of the Railway Department of delivering wool from the railway trucks at Darling Har
bour to the warehouses free of charge, if the same practice were adopted with the Pas
toralists’ Association, at Kirribilli Point, it would be cheaper to lighter their wool from 
Darling Harbour than to cart it from Milson’s Point or Lavender Bay. Mr. Kirkcaldie 
was generally of the same opinion as Mr. McLachlan with regard to a goods traffic.
He did not think the extension of the railway to Milson’s Point would in any way 
affect the working of the goods traffic from the far north, as when arrangements 
which were being carried out at Darling Harbour were completed there would be 
room there for all the waterside goods traffic, and in that case the Railway Depart
ment would rather not have another wharf on the north side of Port Jackson. 
According to present arrangements wool would not be delivered from the railway to 
the warehouse of the Pastoralists’ Association at Kirribilli Point free of charge, and 
if it should be decided to give the North Shore warehouse this advantage, and 
the quantity of wool consigned to the warehouse were large, it might be cheaper 
to deliver it from Darling Harbour by punt than from Milson’s Point by dray. It 
would not pay to extend the railway from Milson’s Point merely to deliver produce 
to the store, unless there were a very large quantity. He did not anticipate any 
coal or timber traffic on the proposed railway, except for local purposes. People 
sending goods from the north would save 7 miles in distance by consigning them 
to Milson’s Point instead of to Darling Harbour, but he did not think that advantage 
would be a sufficient inducement to those forwarding the goods to consign them to 
North Shore as it was not likely they would be carried at a cheaper rate. As for the 
shipment of produce received by the railway, up.to the present, though wool and, to 
some extent, wheat, hay, chaff, maize, and timber had come to Sydney from places 
beyond Newcastle, only wool had been shipped ; none of the other produce had been 
for export. The statement by the Under Secretary for Public Works as to the pro
bability of a considerable goods traffic on the proposed railway in wool, meat, timber, 
and other merchandise he could not endorse. He also stated that the great source 
of revenue on the line would be the passenger traffic, that such traffic was not there 
at1 present, and that the passenger traffic alone on the line would not be sufficient to 
pay the ordinary expenses for a very long time to come, but that the line would 
pretty well develop as far as suburban traffic was concerned. Some other witnesses 
gave evidence with respect to a goods traffic, but, with the exception of a detailed 
statement from the manager of the Gore Hill Brickworks as to the probable revenue 
to the railway from the carriage of bricks, it did not differ materially from what 
was placed before the Committee in the first inquiry.

8. The amended proposal of the Acting Engineer-in-Chief, already men-The proposed 
tioned, will be found represented by a dotted line on Plan I published with this gradrofTin 
Report. The route has not been surveyed, but cross levels have been taken for the so. 
purpose of testing it, and the line has been found practicable. By adopting it the 
level of the wharf at the head of Lavender Bay cannot be reached, as it could with 
a grade of 1 in 40, but the better grade is regarded as more generally advantageous, 
especially as it will keep the grade the same throughout the distance from Milson’s 
Point to Hornsby. The cost of the amended proposal, for works alone, would be 
£143,000, as against £127,000, the estimated cost of construction, exclusive of land 
and compensation, in the original proposal. The total length of the amended line, 
as shown upon the plan, would be about 2 miles 51 chains, as compared with
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The proposal 
to stop at 
Lavender 
Bay.

2 miles 21 chains; but with regard to this Mr. Deane mentions that the extra 
length is not absolutely necessary to allow of the improvement in grade, for while 
looking into the matter he thought it desirable to make better provision for wayside 
stations at Bay-road, and possibly at Edwards-road. On the original line there is 
not very much allowed for better grades just where the train would have to stop, but 
in grading the amended line longer stretches of easy grades were provided in order 
that the trains might be able to start and stop properly.

9. In his first examination in the present inquiry the Acting Engineer-in
Chief for Railways was questioned whether the terminus on the proposed extension 
could be made at the head of Lavender Bay, and the line carried on from there to 
Neutral Bay and Cremorne; and he did not see how it could be done. But on a 
subsequent occasion he explained that further consideration had shown him that 
the passenger station might be placed near the head of the bay, leaving Milson’s 
Point for goods, or sending the goods on to Cremorne, where 1-| mile of good 
water frontage was available. This plan would admit of the goods terminus being 
for the present left out of consideration, as it could be determined after the necessary 
provision had been made for passenger accommodation, and by adopting it a saving 
in cost would be effected to the extent of about £52,000—£10,000 in works, and 
£12,760 in the cost of land which, by extending the line to Milson’s Point, would 
have to be resumed. Access to the passenger station at Lavender Bay could be 
obtained, Mr. Deane explained, by the construction of a branch tram-line about 
1,000 feet in length, from Alfred-street, at a cost of about £5,000 ; or there could
be
of

a direct steam-ferry service 
the bay and the Circular 

the passenger terminus 
goods were sent on to Cremorne ; 
the vicinity of the Point would

making

between the site of the station at the head 
Quay. The saving in cost of land, by not 
at Milson’s Point would be effected only if 
if they were sent on to Milson’s Point land in 
have to be resumed. According to an estimate 

made by the Land Yaluer about £25,000 worth of land would have to be resumed if 
the line were taken on from Lavender Bay to Cremorne, but if after resumption it 
were found the Government did not require some portion of this land, it could, 
Mr. Deane considered, be sold for a sum which would cover the cost of the improve
ments that would be made in the levelling of ground and the erection of platforms 
and wharves. The additional length of line by going to Cremorne from Lavender 
Bay would be If mile, and the extra cost, exclusive of land resumption, £90,000. 
A comparison as to the cost between the Milson’s Point and Lavender Bay-Cremorne 
proposals, Mr. Deane stated as follows :—“ The cost of the works included in the 
estimate for a line to Milson’s Point from the junction at the head of Lavender Bay 
would be £31,000, and the cost of resuming land along the eastern shore of Lavender 
Bay, as far as the Point, would be £67,760, making a total of £98,760. Then the 
cost of taking a line to Lavender Bay, with a passenger terminus there, and allowing 
the goods traffic to go on to the western side of Cremorne, would be: Eor the 
passenger station, £21,000; for the line to Cremorne, £90,000; for land in Lavender 
Bay, £25,000; and for land between Lavender Bay and Cremorne, according to 
the Land Valuer’s estimate, £22,830; making a total of £158,830.” Of the two 
proposals he favoured taking the passenger traffic to Milson’s Point. To his mind 
it appeared desirable to resume the frontage at Milson’s Point, although it appeared 
to be somewhat costly—it would be useful at some future time; Avhile if the 
resumption of land stopped short at Lavender Bay, and an extension towards 
Kirribilli Point were afterwards required, it could not be carried out except at a 
large expenditure.

Mr. Hamand’s 16- The scheme suggested to the Committee by Mr. A. S. Hamand was recom-
scheme. mended by him on the general grounds that it Avould provide better accommodation 
" f°B the district; it Avould save 2 miles of the route to Cremorne; its maximum grade

' would be 1 in 70, and might, if wished, be made generally 1 in 80 ; it would permit of 
Middle Harbour being opened up by steamer in "connection Avith'the raihvay ; and it 
might be made to form the first 2 miles of a railway to Manly. In an interesting 
statement supplied to the Committee, and which will be found published as an appendix, 
the.line he’recommends is described as follows Commencing at the Milson’s Point
end, near the steamer pier, Avhich the platforms Avould adjoin, the railway by this 
route would pass for three furlongs from the Point over land iioav covered Avith 
water and necessary to reclaim in Lavender Bay, fhe frontage to that bay from-
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Milson’s Point to where the line would leave the bay to pass into a tunnel under 
Alfred-street, to he resumed, and the surplus land so resumed to be available for re
sale. A length of 600 feet adjoining Allison’s Point would be retained for railway 
wharf purposes and local traffic. Prom the tunnel under Alfred-street the line would 
come out into the valley at the head of Careening Cove, passing under APDougal- 
street and High-street. Between these two streets would be an embankment, on 

-which would be placed a passenger station for the accommodation of the district 
between Walker-street and Neutral Bay. Thence the line would proceed by tunnel 
under the eastern end of Whaling-road, and then, emerging, would follow a rising 
contour round the western side of the head of Neutral Bay* crossing two or three 
minor roads, and then passing under William-street, and occupying the site of the 
lower half of Alfred-street until it turned at right angles to the east, which part of 
Alfred-street would be diverted. Bent-street would be slightly diverted, and passed 
by bridge oyer the line. Prom Bent-street the line would continue along the 
valley until it entered a tunnel through the ridge. Between Bent-street and the 
tunnel would be a goods and passenger station, which would serve, on the west side 
of the line, the district lying between Berry-street, Miller-street, and Palcon-street, 
and on the eastern side of the line between Military-road, Shell Cove, and Neutral 
Bay. On the north side of the ridge the line would emerge in the valley , between 
Grasmere-road and Cammeray-road, with a station near Willoughby Palls, on the 
land now occupied by Chinese market-gardens. The station here would be for 
goods and passengers, accommodafing the district between Palcon-street, Miller- 
street, and the south arm of Bong Bay. It would also be available for pleasure traffic 
on Middle Harbour. Leaving this station the line would proceed by bridge under 
Cammeray-road; thence skirting the slopes overlooking the northern arm of Long 
Bay, and passing under the northern extremity of Miller-street by a bridge,. Here 
there would be a station for goods and passengers. Prom Miller-street the line would 
proceed with easy work to the North Sydney-road, which the railway would pass 
under by a bridge, and here another station is proposed to accommodate the district 
around. Then from the North Sydney-road the line would proceed to join the 
completed railway, the total length of line to be constructed being a little over 4 miles.
The sharpest curve in the scheme is 12 chains radius, and the steepest grade 1 in 70.
The disadvantages from adopting this proposal would be that the extension would be 
something more than 1 mile longer than the Government proposal, and the cost 
would be greater, the estimate of cost, including land, being £350,000. Some com
pensation would, however, be gained by increased speed of trains up the easier grade. ..
The reasons in support of the proposal, and the information obtained by the ' 
Committee in a personal inspection of the route, led them to think the scheme was . 
worth careful consideration; but after the plans submitted by Air. Hamand and the 
route of his. proposed line had been critically examined by the Acting Engineer-in
Chief for Hallways and the Deputy Engineer for Existing Lines, and those officers 
had given evidence on the subject, the Committee could not but come to the 
.conclusion that beneficial as Mr. Hamand’s scheme undoubtedly would be in some 
respects, it was not, bearing in mind all the circumstances necessary to be considered, 
desirable, in the public interest, that it should be adopted.

11. Mr. W. L. Vernon’s proposed line is somewhat similar to that of Mr. A. S. Mr. Vernon’s 
Hamand. He objects to such a westerly route as that shown by the Government pro- proposa1, 
posal being taken, because he does not think it will be’ sufficiently central to meet the 
requirements of the people of North Shore. He considers that the railway should be so 
constructed as to serve the large population to the north-east of the proposed Govern
ment line, and he suggested that the extension should branch off from the existing 
line at about 10 miles from Hornsby, pass below the Cottage Hospital at North 
Shore in order to keep down the levels, and round by the site of the suspension bridge 
over Middle Harbour, and thence to Miller-street, where it would run under the 
Military-road, at the eastern corner of the reserve, by a short tunnel, and come out 
into the Neutral Bay valley. This would bring the line to the head of Neutral Bay, 
where the Government, in conjunction with the East St. Leonards Council, Mr.
Vernon pointed out, propose to reclaim 7^ or 8 acres of land, so that there would be 
no expense in purchasing a frontage, and the property when the filling-in has been 
completed ought to be extremely valuable for wharfage purposes. Then a short 
tunnel would bring the line to the head of Careening Cove, where there are 2^ acres 

. ■ . _ . . . . . of
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of land which the excavations from the tunnelling might be used to reclaim, and 
from that point it would he a short cut by a tunnel either to Milson’s Point or to 
Kirribilli Point. The grade with which this line could he constructed was, as near 
as he could tell, 1 in 60. Details as to cost of construction and other important 
matters, Mr. Yernon, however, could not give, as he had not made the necessary 
calculations, and beyond the examination of himself the Committee did not proceed 
with his proposal.

12. The question of a ferry service in connection with the railway appeared 
to the Committee to be important, and the Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways 
and the Engineer-in-Chief for EEarbours and Rivers were instructed by the Minister 
for Works to consider the matter and lay the result of their deliberations before the 
Committee. The information thus obtained will be found in the evidence given by Mr.
H. Deane and Mr. C. W. Darley, and in two sketch plans published to illustrate this 
evidence' The idea of these two officers is that a special ferry service should be provided 
for the accommodation of passengers and their luggage. When the contemplated 
re-arrangement of the jetties at the Circular Quay has been carried out, berthing could 
be found for a proper steamer, and waiting-sheds and ticket-offices could be erected. 
The steamer would be one specially adapted for its work, lying in a kind of dock at 
the Circular Quay, and having its deck arrangements of a kind most likely to facilitate 
operations. The passengers would obtain their railway tickets at the ticket-office, or on 
the steamer, and their luggage would be taken in charge by railway porters, and 
run upon trollies on to the steamer. At the North Shore side of the Harbour 
there would be a floating stage, the two end portions of which would be fixed, and 
in the middle of which there would be two ramps which would articulate on the fixed 
portion at the top, and form a platform to enable passengers to embark upon or leave 
the steamers at all conditions of the tide. Porters in attendance at North Shore 
would see to the proper disposal of the luggage in the trains. The eastern side of 
Milson’s Point, Mr. Darley explained, would be the most suitable from which to run 
the ferry-boats, as they would not then have to turn, and the landing point on the 
Sydney side would be at the head of the Circular Quay. The steamers would cost 
from £12,000 to £13,000 each, and it would be necessary to have three. The Com
missioners for Railways, it should be mentioned, are of opinion that for the present 
the existing North Shore ferry service would be sufficient to meet requirements.

13. After due consideration of the evidence in this second inquiry the Com
mittee are of opinion that the proposed railway should be constructed from its 
present terminus to Milson’s Point by the route with the 1 in 50 grade, as shown 
in the amended plan submitted by the Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways. 
The division upon the resolution which was adopted shows seven members in 
favour of the resolution and four against it. The two other members of the Com
mittee, whose names do not appear in the division list, are Mr. Joseph Palmer 
Abbott, Chairman of the Committee, who was absent in accordance with a letter 
intimating his intention to refire from the Committee’s deliberations until a decision 
had been arrived at with regard to Mr. Hamand’s scheme, which if adopted would 
increase the value of his property, and Mr. George Henry Cox, who, in consequence 
of ill-health, had temporarily left the Colony. The resolution passed will be seen in 
the following extracts from the Committee’s Minutes of Proceedings :—

On Thursday, 7 August, Mr. Dowel moved :—
“ That in the opinion of the Committee it is expedient the proposed railway to connect the 

North Shore Eailway with the deep waters of Port Jackson at Milson’s Point, as referred 
to the Committee by the Legislative Assembly, be carried out.” .

Mr. Garrard seconded the motion.
Mr. O’Sullivan moved, as an amendment on the motion :—

“That all the words after the word ‘ Jackson’ be omitted, with a view to the insertion of the 
following,—‘ as suggested in a modified form, with a 1 in 50 grade, and a passenger station 
near the head of Lavender Bay, being portion of a proposed line referred to the Committee 
by the Legislative Assembly, be carried out.’ ”

On Tuesday, 12th August, with the concurrence of the Committee, Mr. Dowel’s motion was 
amended as follows •

“ That in the opinion of the Committee, it is (xpedient the proposed railway to connect the 
North Shore Eailway with the deep waters of Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point, in accordance 
with the amended Government plan, showing a maximum grade of 1 in 50, be carried out.”

Mr.

12
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Mr. O'Sullivan’s amendment was negatived on the following division:—

Ayes 8. ■ Noes 7.
Mr. Copeland. Dr. Garran.
Mr. O’Sullivan. Mr. Humphery.
Mr. Lee. Mr. Trickett.

Mr. Garrard. 
Mr. Tonkin.

. Mr. Dowel.
Mr. M'Court.

The motion was passed on the following division :—■ 
Ayes, 7.

Dr. Garran.
Mr. Humphery.
Mr. Garrard.
Mr. Tonkin. .
Mr. Dowel.
Mr. O’Sullivan. .
Mr. M'Court. .

Noes, 4. 
Mr. Lackey. 
Mr. Trickett. 
Mr. Copeland. 
Mr. Lee.

14. In arriving at the decision shown in their resolution the Committee did Reasons for 
not lose sight of the fact that some of the principal grounds upon which they declared t^Wecision. 
in their [First ILeport that it was not expedient the proposed railway should be 
constructed were unaffected by the evidence given in the present inquiry, or that on 
the question of a goods traffic, the subject which formed the basis for remitting the 
proposal to construct the railway to the Committee for further consideration and 
report, the evidence is not of a character to lead the Committee to. the con- 
elusion that there will be any large goods traffic on the railway; but they 
saw some other reasons, based upon fresh evidence given, which led them to consider '
that it might be more in the public interest to bring the railway to the water's of the 
harbour than to leave the terminus where it is at present. It is apparent, from- the 
evidence of the Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways, that since the Committee's 
first inquiry careful attention has been given to the desirableness of improving the 
grade of the. proposed line, with the result so far that a 1 in 50 grade has been found 
to be practicable, a very important improvement upon the original proposal of a 
grade of 1 in 40. Then details of the earnings on the North Shore Railway 
between Hornsby and its present terminus, since the opening of the line, as 
given in the evidence of the Secretary to the Railway Commissioners, show that 
the railway under present circumstances is being worked at a serious loss. This 
evidence is to be found in the following questions and answers taken from the 
record of the examination of Mr. Hugh M‘Lachlan, Secretary to the Railway 
Commissioners:—
1457. Can you tell us anything about the earnings of the North Shore line ? So far they have been very 
poor.
1458. When was the line opened ? I simply took out the earnings for several months. During the 
first four months of the present year the line earned £464.
1459. "What was your expenditure for wages during the same period? £1,489.
1460. And for interest ? £2,676.
1461. I suppose the Commissioners regard it as an impossibility to make the line fairly remunerative if it
is left where it is ? Yes. '
1462. What were the earnings for the first month of the year ? £122. •
1463. And for the fourth ? £144.
1464. Do the Commissioners regard it as hopeless to make the line pay interest while it is left where it 
is ? Yes ; they cannot see any prospect of its being a paying line under present circumstances.
1465. If the line wrere brought down to Milson’s Point it would take some time for the population on it 
to increase so as to develop the traffic ? Yes. But the Commissioners look upon the district as a splendid 
one for residential purposes, and they expect that a big population will settle there.

Mr. David Kirkcaldie, Chief Traffic Manager, Railway Department, who was not 
examined in the first inquiry, is of opinion that bringing the line to the 
deep waters of the harbour is the only way of making it yield any return. “ It 
is very certain to me,” he says, “ that the line will never do any good while 
it terminates where it does. The traffic is not likely to increase under present 
circumstances, though it would increase if the line were brought down to the 
water’s edge.” This evidence, from an officer of extensive railway experience, 
must necessarily carry with it a certain weight. There has also been, in 
this second inquiry, an important feature bearing upon the question of the 
proposed railway, in the form of a letter from Mr. John Hay, one of the 
executors in the estate of the late Mr. David Berry. This letter, written to 
the Under Secretary for Public Works, and forwarded to the Committee for their 
• 271—c information
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. information, states tliat, with the concurrence of his co-executor, he has agreed,
in the general public interest, to give, free of cost to the Government, such land as 
may he required for the railway, on the understanding that the Pearce’s Corner to 
Milson’s Point route is decided upon, and that the area of land so required—in 
addition to that already occupied, which is about 10 acres—will he about 20 acres, and 
that the railway he constructed within two years. The offer thus made means a pos
sible reduction in the cost of the railway. During the Committee’s first inquiry a letter 
was received from Mr. Hay, informing the Committee that he was prepared to advise 
his co-executor to sell to the Government such land as might be required for the 
construction of the railwayat£500peracre, “ conditionally upon certain provision being 
made for stations and overhead bridges, as maybe mutually arranged, and on the distinct 
understanding that such line of railway will be constructed within the next two 
years.” The offer to give the necessary land free of cost to the Government is an 
important reason, not previously apparent, in favour of the construction of the 
railway. Furthermore, the cost of the railway, as it is before the Committee in the 
present inquiry, is considerably less than it was represented to be in the first inquiry.

' At that time it was stated as £262,000, the amount being made up of £127,000 for 
. the construction of the railway and £135,000 as the cost of land and compensation.

The amended proposal of which the Committee approve shows a reduction of 
£31,000, the total estimated cost being £231,156, or £143,000 for construction and 
£88,156 for land and compensation, the increase in cost of construction being due 
to the deviations on the line with a grade of 1 in 50, and the reduction in the cost 
of land being brought about by the offer of Mr. Hay, and some other considerations.

Documents 15. Attached to this Report will be found the evidence taken in this inquiry,
Report110 together with appendices and plans, and also, in order that every means to a full 

understanding of the reasons for and against the proposed railway may be easily 
available, the First Report of the Committee on the subject, with the evidence, 
appendices, and plans as they were laid before the Legislative Assembly.

J. P. ABBOTT, .
Chairman.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,
Sydney, 21 August, 1890.

PARLIAMENTARY
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
WORKS.

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE.

RAILWAY TO CONNECT NORTH SHORE RAILWAY WITH PORT JACKSON, AT
MILSON’S POINT.

WEDNESDAY, 28 MAY, 1890.
$r.es£nt:— 

JOSEPH PALMER ABBOTT, 
The Hon. John Lackey.
The Hon. Ekedejiick Thomas Huhpheey.
The Hon. William Joseph Tbickett.
Jacob G-aebakd, Esq.
Henky Copeland, Esq.

Esq. (Chairman.)
James Ebenezeb Tonkin, Esq. 
William Spbingthobpe Dowel, Esq. 
Edwabd William O’Sulliyan, Esq. 
John Hurley, Esq.
Chaeles Alfbed Lee, Esq.

J. Barling, 
Esq.

The Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Railway to connect the North Shore Railway with 
the deep waters of Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point.

Joseph Barling, Esq., Under Secretary for Public Works, sworn, and examined :—
1. Chairman.'] Have you prepared a statement for the Committee about this proposal ? Tes ; it is as 
follows:—

North Shore Eailway.
4 As this proposed railway has already been before the Committee I need not furnish particulars, but will briefly state 28 May, 18@0« 

tne nature of the fresh evidence 'which it is proposed to adduce, and which the Minister for Works ventures to think would 
have tended to modify the Committee s report, had it been before them on the former occasion. It will he remembered that 
the evidence upon which theDepartmentatfirstdepended to support the construction of the line, contemplated passenger traffic 
as the primary object. It is right, however, that I should here draw attention to the fact that the Minister for Works, in 
introducing the proposal to the House, pointed out that should a cargo traffic spring up from points between Newcastle and 
Sydney, there would be a large wharfage frontage on the eastern side of Lavender Hay available for the purpose. This par
ticular branch of the inquiry, however, as the Committee will know, was not followed up. Towards the close of the 
investigation it came under the cognizance of the Department that in all probability a considerable goods traffic would arise, 
and a request made that the inquiry might be reopened. It was, however, too late for this, the Committee having already 
come to a decision. It is evidence on this point that the Department now desires to bring forward. The Department think 
it can be shown that there is a promise of considerable goods traffic in wool, meat, timber, and other merchandise, which it is 
anticipated can be dealt with in Lavender Bay or by a branch line along the frontage of the Harbour, between Milson’s Point 
and the Admiralty House. It may also reasonably be anticipated that dep6ts will arise for the supply of all the northern districts 
(m the way of station supplies, &c.), and an advantageous feature of this is that it would tend to relieve the present congested 
street traffic to Darling Harbour. With regard to the question of coal traffic, should such spring up from the districts lying 
between Newcastle and Sydney ; this, as the Acting Engineer-in-Chief will explain to you, can be provided for by a branch, 
line, so as to utilise the commodious water frontages which the Government now possess at Cremorne ; and, regarding the 
possible connection of Sydney and the Nortli Shore by means of a bridge across the Harbour, Mr. Deane will also explain that 
a further branch can ultimately be constructed from a point north of Lavender Bay to reach M‘Mahon’s or Blue’s Point.

. Minister for Works hopes that with this additional evidence which will be submitted, together with that already
received in regard to passenger traffic, the Committee will see their way clear to recommend the construction of the line.
With reference to the suggestion that has been made that, before settling the question of this line, that of the construction of 
the North Shore Bridge should be determined, I may, perhaps, be allowed to say that the Department are of opinion that the 
two subjects are entirely distinct; that, whether the bridge be constructed or not, the line should be continued to the waters 
of the Harbour, and that the one proposal does not in any way hinge on the other.

. } ^iave purposely refrained from going into details as these will be more properly brought out in the direct evidence
which it is proposed to adduce. I have now to ask, on behalf of the Department, that the Acting Engineer-in-Chief may be 
first called to explain the methods proposed to deal with the goods traffic.” J

2. You have nothing to add to that ? Jno. I thought it desirable to leave all the evidence to those who 
can give direct testimony on the points raised.
3. Mr. Trickett.] Do you know anything about the ownership of the land between Milson’s Point and 
Admiralty House ? I know that part of that land has been purchased by a private comnanv
4. Very recently P I think so. ^ J
o. Is it not a fact that the Colonial Government wanted to extend the Admiral’s premises, and that they 
were prevented from doing so by a syndicate Avhich had purchased the land adjoining it? I do not think 
so. There was some talk about extending the Admiral’s grounds, but I do not think the idea was put 
aside on that ground. 1
6. Has the \vhole of that land been purchased P I do not think so. 
ists’ Company. I think they have something like 1,000 feet.
7. Is their land nearer to Milson’s Point than to the Admiralty House ? I think it is nearer to Admiralty
House than to Milson s Point. * - . . j

271—A

I suppose you refer to the Pastoral-
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8. It is a recent purchase ? I think it was purchased very recently.
9. With the object of constructing wharves there ? With the object of putting up large wool warehouses

28 M 1890 anC^ 80 0n' •
a^’ ’ 10. Mr. O’ Sullivan^] Can you say whether the Q-overnment own the land on the point between Careening

Cove and Neutral Bay ? 1 cannot answer positively about that.
11. Do they own any land about there ? I do not think they do at the present time.
12. They own the Cremorne land ? Yes—there is the usual 100 feet reservation there. I daresay you are 
aware that there are proposals now before the G-overnment with regard to the filling up of Neutral Bay and 
Careening Cove, and that surveys are being made with a view to that. I do not think that the Grovern- 
ment own any land there at the present time, though I could not say positively.
13. Do the G-overnment intend to fill up Careening Cove ? I do not know that the Grovemment intend 
to do so. The Municipalities are more concerned in the matter. The G-overnment will probably erect 
the retaining wall under certain conditions.
14. I suppose the Government own the usual reservations around these bays ? I am not sure, but I do 
not think so.
15. You see by the map that one of these routes runs right down to the site of the proposed bridge—that 
does not agree with your statement that the two works are distinct ? I did not say that the two works 
were distinct. I said that whether the bridge were constructed, or not, we considered the extension 
to Milson’s Point must be carried out—that the one does not hinge upon the other. If North Shore were 
connected with Sydney by bridge, the line leading to the bridge would have to start about inidway between 
the present terminus and Milson’s Point. Mr. Deane will explain that fully.
16. Mr. Lee.~\ Will you have any evidence to offer respecting the site of the proposed bridge ? We have 
full information on the point, and it will be given by Mr. Deane.
17. Chairman?^ Have the Department taken into consideration the question of what is to become of the 
steam ferry service if Milson’s Point is resumed ? Mr. Deane will give all evidence on that point.
18. Have the Department taken into consideration -what is to become of the steam ferry service between 
Sydney and the North Shore if the whole of Milson’s Point is resumed for the railway? I do not know 
that that has been definitely arranged, but there is no doubt that proper arrangements will be made.
19. Has the matter been under the consideration of the Department ? I am not able to answer that 
question at the present moment, but I will supply the fullest information about it later on.
20. Mr. Trickett.-] When you were examined before, you said, in answer to question 4, “ If it were neces
sary to make wharves, Milson’s Point would not be chosen, as there is no room there, and the narrowness 
of the harbour would cause obstruction to the navigation.” Are you still of that opinion ? When I gave 
evidence before, the question of the goods traffic was not sufficiently considered, and such traffic was not 
looked upon as at all likely. I think that it was chiefly in relation to the coal traffic that I spoke.
21. You say later on, “ In any case goods, and coal, and passenger traffic must be separated, so that the 
value of Milson’s Point for coal traffic need not be considered” ? Mr. Deane will be able to showyou 
certain modifications which will allow the goods traffic to be dealt with as it springs up.
22. You said that, “ The narrowness of the harbour would cause obstruction to the navigation” ? Our 
opinion is somewhat modified on that point.
23. Why ? Because the question of dealing with the possible goods traffic has been more carefully looked 
into, and some objections have been removed.
24. The harbour is no wider now—are you of the same opinion as before ? Ido not know that we should 
attempt to concentrate all the goods traffic at Lavender Bay. If any coal traffic springs up we shall be 
able to deal with it at Cremorne.
25. You are still of opinion that the harbour is too narrow there for goods traffic ? If you refer to a 
heavy coal traffic, I think that we should have to make some other arrangements.
26. But when large wharves were erected you could not confine their use to any particular kind of traffic ? 
We should be able to deal very well with all wool traffic.
27. Would ships like the “ Oroya ” and the “ Orizaba,” and those of the P. & 0. Company, be able to swing 
there? By dredging we should be able to get any depth we liked.
28. I am not talking about the depth. Would the swinging in of such ships at this narrow part of the harbour 
be an advantage or disadvantage to the general shipping ? At the time I gave evidence before, we had not 
considered the probability of such traffic coming here, but our views have now been considerably modified. 
When you have Mr. Deane before you he will be able to give mere direct evidence upon the point.
29. Has your opinion changed—do you think that the circumstances are altered nowr? Of course, the 
natural features are not altered, but I think that we can make such arrangements as would separate the 
coal traffic from the other traffic, so that the objection of the narrowness of the harbour would not obtain, 
The objection which we had was to the crowding together of the large number of vessels which would 
be required to carry on a heavy coal traffic. There would not be the same objection in connection with 
the wool traffic, and it only occupies part of the year.
30. Are you not aware that the wool traffic is carried on in larger ships ? I am not referring to the size, 
but to the number of the vessels.
31. The size would be a material feature when swinging in ? It is not the swinging in, but the constant 
movement of vessels that I think would be an objection.
32. A small vessel could go in and out with very little inconvenience, but when one of the large ships 
leaves a berth in the Circular Quay it takes an hour, or an hour and a half, to get her out, and she is 
lying across the harbour for that time ? To that extent there may be some little inconvenience.
83. That would exist now as much as before ? Undoubtedly. '
34. Mr. Towel.] Can you inform the Committee whether the G-overnment have taken into consideration 
the advantages of the proposed railway for defence purposes ? I do not think that that reason for its 
construction has been brought forward.
35. Mr. Copeland.] 'What is the proposed cost of the present undertaking? The estimates are not
altered. We propose to carry out the scheme which has already been before the Committee, a,nd Mr. 
Deane will point out how, with other extensions, we can deal with the goods traffic. •
36. Are these extensions supposed to be before the Committee ? I think not.
37. The Committee have to consider the same propqsal as before ? Y6s, and we shall give additional 
reasons why the work should be carried out.

J. Barling, 
Esq.

38.
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38. Does the proposal before the Committee now embrace the line round Lavender Bay, for instance ?
No, it does not. We should have had to make another reference to the Committee if further extensions ^ ^
were proposed. "We intend, during this inquiry, to show how we can deal with the goods traffic. 28 May, 1890.
39. You will afterwards make extensions? Yes. I do not think it will be necessary for them to come 
before the Committee, because they will be simply sidings—that is as far as Lavender Bay is concerned.
40. So that the Committee have now the same proposal before them, but the Department is prepared to 
give additional evidence ? Yes.

WEDNESDAY, 11 JUNE, 1890.

IJrmnt:—
JOSEPH PALMER ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaieman).

The Hon. John Lackey.
The Hon. Andeew Gabean.
The Hon. Ebedeeick Thomas Humpheby. 
The Hon. William Joseph Tbickett.
The Hon. Geoboe Heney Cox.

James Ebenezeb Tonkin, Esq. 
William Spbingthobpe Dowel, Esq. 
Edwabd William O’Sullivan, Esq. 
John Httbley, Esq.
Chaeles Alfbed Lee, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway to connect the North Shore Railway with the 
deep waters of Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point.

Henry Deane, Esq., Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways, sworn, and examined :—
41. Mr. Lackey.You have given evidence before in reference to the proposed extension of the railway Deane,
from the Crow’s Nest to the shores of Port Jackson ? Yes. Esq.
42. You are aware that the Government, through Parliament, have intimated their desire that the Com- /— 
mittee should re-open their investigation, because they have further evidence to offer, which they think H June, 1890, 
wall probably induce the Committee to alter the determination already come to ? Yes.
43. You know the nature of the proposal which the Government now desire to submit? I could give
evidence to show how the goods traffic could be provided for. I am not prepared to give any evidence as 
to what that goods traffic will be, because it is out of my department. .
44. You are aware that the Committee took evidence before on this matter, and came to the conclusion 
that it was not desirable to make the extension? Yes.
45. You recollect the circumstances under which the Committee was asked to re-open its investigation;—■ 
we take it that you now come as the representative of the Works Department to give further reasons 
why the line should be extended ? I come prepared to give you the engineering part of the question—to 
show how the traffic could be further provided for. I know that during the previous inquiry the evidence 
rather went to show that the proposed extension was not adapted to the requirements of goods traffic at 
all, and that it was expected that there would be no, or very little, goods traffic along it. I have prepared 
a plan to show in what way the extension could be made so as to provide facilities for bringing the goods 
traffic down to the harbour.
46. Are you of opinion that the extension would be utilised for the purpose of goods traffic to any large 
extent ? I am not prepared with any statistics or estimates of traffic.
47. The project upon which you now propose to give us evidence is to provide for a large amount of goods 
traffic ? Yes.
48. To where ? To Lavender Bay, Neutral Bay, or Cremorne Point.
49. Do you purposely exclude Milson’s Point ? I exclude the extreme end of Milson’s Point, because I 
consider that the passenger traffic should be brought down there.
50. Not the goods traffic? Not the goods traffic. The eastern side of Lavender Bay, from the head of 
the bay downwards for a certain distance, would be used for the goods traffic. The length of frontage 
available for goods traffic is 1,560 feet. That leaves quite sufficient length from the end of Milson’s 
Point for the accommodation of the passenger traffic.
51. Chairman.'] How much would there be for the passenger traffic ? About 800 feet.
52. Mr. Lackey.] Between the end of the 1,560 feet and Milson’s Point ? Yes.
53. Giving 2,360 feet of shore line ? Yes, that is about it.
54. To what point do you now propose to extend the line ? Other than Milson’s Point?
55. Towards Milson’s Point ? Towards Milson’s Point in the same way as it was proposed before, with 
the exception that the passenger line would be carried at the back of the goods line, and brought down 
to the wharf, at the end of the goods sidings, where the platforms and station would be. It would be 
kept inland, between the goods sidings and the high ground.
56. That would necessitate considerable cuttings ? Yes.
57. Do you propose to make any reclamations or to do any filling up with the excess earth ? Yes; it 
would all be utilized.
58. In giving you deeper frontage ? Yes. ,
59. Are you of opinion that that scheme would give you sufficient accommodation for the passenger 
traffic ? I think so, for a considerable time to come. 1 am not prepared to show you any definite plan 
of what would be done in the future, but I have a plan here giving a suggestion as to how a terminus 
might be arranged, chiefly with the object of showing the amount of space available, because I think it is 
imagined that there is so little room for a station here that it is scarcely worth while thinking of it.
60. That is at Milson’s Point ? Yes.
61. "We want the exact project that the Railway Department is desirous of submitting to the Committee.
I suppose the project is that the railway be extended to Milson’s Point? Yes.
62. Partly for goods traffic, and partly for passenger traffic ? Yes'.
63. That is all for the present ? Yes.
64. You think that there would be sufficient accommodation for both goods and passengers—for the 
goods traffic on the east side of Lavender Bay, and for the passenger traffic more towards Milson’s Point ?
Eor the present. I said on a previous occasion that I did not consider that Lavender Bay provided

sufficient
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H. Deane, 
Esq.

XI June, 1890.

sufficient accommodation for a very large amount of goods traffic and for coal traffic ; but I have shown on 
the plan which I have produced that, supposing that not to he the case, the line can he extended into 
other hays. '
65. The project admits of expansion to provide for increased coal traffic or goods traffic ? Yes.
66. Is that an extension towards the western side of Lavender Bay ? ’Whether it would he desirable to 
bring the line round the western side of Lavender Bay, or towards Kirribilli Point, Neutral Bay, or 
Cremorne Point, is a question for the future.
67. The proposal now is to bring it to Milson’s Point? Yes.
68. How do you propose to get to the goods station ? By water or by road. I have marked on a plan 
here the position which a road approach would take, giving a gradient of 1 in 18, which, for the North 
Shore, is very good indeed. The gradient of part of the present road there is 1 in 13.
69. Chairman^ That is to come down to the goods shed ? Yes.
70. Mr. LackeyWould that be by means of a cutting ? Yes ; wherever you have a road you must make 
a cutting. I show on the plan that it is possible to do that. The road will probably commence from 
where Willoughby-street runs in near the Congregational Church. The ground there is about 20 feet 
higher than it is further on, so there is really no difficulty about getting a better gradient, or as good a 
gradient, from that point as from a point further back because you take advantage of the depression.
71. And it is included in the original estimate ? No ; the original estimate was for the passenger line 
alone. The construction of wharfs, and filling in, and so on, would be included in it.
72. Have yon formed any estimate of the approximate cost of the proposal now before us, to divide the 
two classes of traffic, and to provide access to the stations, together with making the necessary reclamation ? 
No.
73. Do you know whether any such estimate has been made ? No ; but I could soon prepare an estimate.
74. Supposing the proposal, as submitted, were agreed to, do you think there is enough land at Milson’s 
Point to accommodate the passenger traffic ? Yes.
75. Do you think that there is room there for a large passenger traffic ? Yes, for a very considerable 
passenger traffic. The plan which I have shown to you only offers a suggestion; the work would not be 
undertaken at the present time. It was proposed by the Eailway Commissioners that we should just 
bring a couple of lines down as a commencement, and afterwards extend the accommodation.
76. Is the part marked red where the passenger traffic will be accommodated ? The double platform is 
where the passenger traffic will be provided for at first, and when that traffic increases another dock can 
be made.
77. Mr. Trickett^ What area of Government land have you there ? I do not recollect.
78. Could you let us know ? Yes.*
79. Mr. LackeyFrom your knowledge of the present traffic from that part, and of its probable increase, 
do you think there would be anything like sufficient room to meet its requirements ? In the future ?
80. Yes ? No ; but the accommodation can be increased still further, if necessary.
81. Probably to the extent of taking the whole of the land right across the Point ? Yes, and providing 
additional platforms.
82. I suppose that there is a great deal of rocky land about here—the cuttings would be through rock ? 
Yes ; but that would be all the better, because the rock would answer for filling-in purposes, whereas 
earth would be useless.
83. Do you know what the depth of the cuttings would be to obtain the level required for the passenger 
platform ? They would vary from nothing to 40 feet.
84. Yon still adhere to the old proposed line from the Crow’s Nest round by Berry’s Bay ? Yes.
85. Crossing the spot which you pointed out to us the other day ? Well, that is the line which is being 
submitted to the Committee; but I mentioned to the Committee the other day, when they were at North 
Shore, that by winding a little more we could get a 1 in 50 grade, and I have drawn a dotted line on the 
map before you to mark the position of that line.
86. Would that add to or diminish the expense ? It would add to the length of the line ; it would make 
it about 30 chains longer.
87. Would it add to the expense as well? Yes; it would add to the expense by about £10,000. Of 
course that would be very much better, because the ruling gradient on the line between Hornsby and the 
present terminal station is 1 in 50.
88. Mr. Trickett.'] What is the character of the goods which you expect to bring down here if you have 
a goods terminus ? I might refer you to your former evidence, questions 124 and 125 :—“ What I want 
to get at is this : that the original design is changed in this respect, that when you were first called upon 
you had to provide a water terminus for goods only, but now you are called upon to provide a water 
terminus for passengers only ? Tes. Therefore, instead of marking out the line to Ball’s Head, which, 
in your judgment, would be the best place for the terminus of the goods traffic, you now intend to bring 
it from Milson’s Point as the best place for the terminus of the passenger traffic ? Yes.” Do you still 
adhere to that opinion ;—you there state that Ball’s Head is the best place for the goods traffic, and 
Milson’s Point for the passenger traffic ? Yes; Ball’s Head was considered the best place for the 
terminus of the goods traffic at the time.
89. What was the goods traffic contemplated—coal, I believe ? Yes, entirely, I think.
90. Then we have question 126. “That is the explanation of the change of the water terminus from Ball’s 
Head to Milson’s Point ? One reason why the Ball’s Head branch-line was abolished was that it was 
considered that that v ould not be the best place to bring the coal traffic; there would be very little coal 
traffic from the north ; and if coaling facilities were to be given in the harbour at all they should be given 
on the other side, so as to permit the Illawarra and southern coal to be brought in.” You see that those 
are not my opinions. I merely state the departmental opinions. Those were the conclusions that were 
come to at the time.
91. But what reason do you see for changing them now—have you any reason for saying now that there 
will be a large coal traffic, whereas on the 9th of October, 1889, you said that there would be very little ; 
if so, why have you changed your opinion? The opinion I hold now, with regard to the means of bringing 
coal traffic down to the harbour, is not that Ball’s Head would be the best point, but that it would be 
better to carry the present line through from the head of Lavender Bay to one of the other bays ; that it

. . would
Note (on revision):—I find it is acre.
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would be more suitable to do that than to go back on the present line a long way in order to get down to S-thane,
Ball’s Head. Tou cannot get down to Ball’s Head from the present station at St. Leonards. The distance 8T 
is too short. Tou would want nearly 2 miles for a 1 in 40 grade, while the extreme end of Ball’s Head is ii7m^"”i89o 
not anything like that distance from the present terminus, and you would want the level at the bottom ’ '
for the wharfage. To bring the railway down to Ball’s Head would necessitate a separate line.
92. When the line to Ball’s Head was being considered, where was it to go from ? Prom Chatswood, the .
station before the terminus, about 2J miles back. . ■
93. In answer to question 133 you say, “I do not believe in bringing the coal down to the harbour”;—
Are you still of that opinion? I think I stated before that the evidence I have to offer is on the 
engineering question of the possibility of providing facilities for the traffic.
94. But you have expressed the opinions which I have read, and I wish to know if you have changed them 
since, because if they have been changed Ave ought to have the benefit of the change. We have your 
deliberate opinion expressed that it is not desirable to bring the coal down to the harbour ? I have not 
made any careful inquiries about that point, because I did not consider that I was called upon to do so, 
but I understand it is likely that some coal may be brought down here, in spite of the opinion which was 
expressed at the time. The opinion at the time that the Milson’s Point line was submitted to Parliament 
certainly was, that coal traffic would not be brought down to the harbour here.
95. Do you say that that opinion is changed—whose opinion was it—yours ? I think it scarcely
fair to press that question. ’
96. Ghairman.'] Tou gave direct evidence on the subject on a previous occasion. If you had then declined
to do so, and had said that you were not qualified to give an opinion as to the nature of the traffic, I do not 
suppose the Committee would have insisted upon your giving an opinion. But you have expressed the 
opinion on oath that there ivould be a coal traffic. Nowr Mr. Trickett is asking you if you have changed 
that opinion. '
97. Mr. TricTcett.1 Tour answer to question 135 is as follows. “I suppose further reflection has satisfied
everybody that no coal would be brought over the range between the Hawkesbury and Sydney at a rate 
which would compete with the water carriage ? It is not likely.” I know at that time we made some 
calculations and found that it would be too costly; but I have been informed since that it is most likely •
that the rail carriage could compete with the ivater carriage very well, from the southern part of the 
Newcastle coal-field.
98. Would you mind telling us by whom you were informed, or whether it is your own calculation ? Al
though I answered these questions at that time, I did not on this occasion expect to be examined again on 
the same subject, and therefore I have not considered it. I should be very glad to consider it if I had 
instructions to do so, but I understood that my evidence was merely to have reference to the technical 
part of the work.
99. A great many questions were asked you of the same tenor ? Tes, I see that. .
100. This is your evidence in questions 142, 143, and 145. “There was an idea that the wharves on the 
North Shore "would be coal shipping wharves ? Tes. That idea you think is now generally abandoned ?
Tes. I understand that the Ball’s Head terminus is recognized by the engineers as a good coal terminus, but 
not as a good passenger terminus, and that Milson’s Point is looked upon as a good passenger terminus, 
but not as a good coal terminus ? Tes.” I want to know whether that is still your opinion ? Tes. I 
do not consider that Milson’s Point is a very good coal terminus now, because I consider that if coal is 
brought down in any quantity we ought to go through to one of the other bays. I certainly see that my 
evidence about the possibility or probability of bringing the coal traffic down at all will have to be modified, 
but I do not think that my answer to question 145 can be considered incorrect even nowr, because the 
Ball’s Head terminus is still recognized as a good coal terminus, though I believe a better one has been 
found by utilising the proposed extension. .
101. Branching off wdiere ? At the head of Lavender Bay.
102. And going underneath the point to Neutral Bay and Robertson’s Point? Tes. If at the time I 
gave evidence before, this scheme had been worked out, I have not the slightest doubt that I should have 
answered that, however good the terminus at Ball’s Head might be, it was not quite so good as one or 
two of the points which I have mentioned.
103. Tou also adhere to your former opinion that “ we really have to consider this line now as a pas
senger line wanting a suitable water terminus?” I have still the same opinion with regard to the pas
senger traffic.
104. Could you not make the passenger terminus at the head of Lavender Bay, and then carry on the
line below the surface, as you suggest, to Neutral Bay and Robertson’s Point ? I do not see how room 
is to be obtained there, and in my opinion it would not be so convenient for the ferry. When the re
arrangement of the wharves in the Circular Quay as contemplated by the Government is carried out, the 
distance across from there to Milson’s Point would be a little more than half what it would be to the head 
of Lavender Bay. ■
105. But then the steamers go now from Milson’s Point to the head of Lavender Bay ? Tes.
106. And you have already stated that the present tram-line suits all the people who live along it ? Tes.
107. And that the proposed extension would be chiefly for the benefit of a new traffic ? Tes.
108. Therefore could not that traffic embark at the head of Lavender Bay, instead of being taken on to
Milson’s Point? That would not be so quick. .
109. It would not make 3 minutes difference in the steamer journey to Sydney ? Perhaps not more 
than 3 or 4 minutes difference ; but that now-a-days is a consideration. But, apart from this, I do not see 
how room for a passenger terminus is to be found at the head of Lavender Bay.
110. Could you not fill in there as you proposed to do in the deep water on the western side of Milson’s 
Point ?' Tea ; but the distance is so short. At Milson’s Point we have a length of about 800 feet, but 
that length in Lavender Bay would go right across the bay, It would be a costly thing. Then the 
proposed line only terminates round the corner on the eastern side ; and supposing the dotted line were 
carried out it would also terminate at about that place, so that the grades would only begin to be suitable 
after you passed the head of the bay.
111. How far is the point where the grade ceases beyond the point at which you strike off to go through
the hill to Neutral Bay ? About 10 chains. 1
112. Could not that grade be worked in, in the tunnel through to Neutral Bay? Tes; we should have
to drop down there, but it is not a suitable grade for a station to be placed upon. 113.
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Deane, 113, You say that it would be a very expensive thing to make a passenger station at the head of Lavender 
®ayj would it be more expensive than bringing the line on to Milson’s Point, and resuming and filling-in 

me 1890. ^orQ^le purpose ? Yes, I believe so, because the only part that would be really utilised for the passenger 
' traffic would be at the end ; you would have all the rest thrown in for the accommodation of the goods 

traffic.
114. I understand that you have no figures or data which you could supply the Committee to account 
for your change of opinion from the evidence you gave last time as to the increased goods traffic likely to 
come to Milson’s Point ? Wo.
115. I suppose the estimate you gave before of the cost of connecting the present terminus of the 
railway with the terminus of the tram-line is still the same—about £30,000 ? Yes.
116. You are still of opinion that that is the probable cost of connecting the railway with the tramway? 
Yes ; that is about it. I notice that in the report of the Committee a point has been made of the incon
venience to passengers of the double change to the ferry-boat at Circular Quay from cab, tram, or 
omnibus, and from the ferry-boat at Milson’s Point into the train. I see no reason why passengers 
should not be booked through from the Circular Quay. When the contemplated rearrangement of the 
jetties at the Circular Quay is made, berthing can be given for a proper ferry-steamer, and waiting-sheds 
and ticket-offices can be erected. The passengers to the Worth Shore line could take their tickets there, 
and would have no further bother, except that they would have to walk from the ferry-boat to the train.
117. Mr. Gox7\ They would have to shift their luggage ? That could be done by the porters. I should 
not use the present style of ferry-boats at all. I was discussing the matter with Mr. Darley the other 
day, and we came to the conclusion that a boat of this kind (exhibiting shetoK) would be the thing to 
adopt. The boat would go up into the berth, and the passengers would enter it from the end, while there 
would be trollies to take the luggage. The passengers would have nothing to do with the luggage, because 
it would be taken charge of by the railway officials.
118. Ghairman^ What is the distance from the ferry-boat to the train ? As shown here it is about 
40 feet I think.
119.. Mr. Cfcw.] It is a pity that they do not undertake the duty of shifting the luggage at the Redfern 
Station ? I think that an arrangement such as I suggest would be a great improvement, and would do 
away with a great deal of the inconvenience likely to be experienced otherwise.
120. Chairman.~\ Then you would have to establish a ferry service of your own? Ihe present ferry 
system would not answer. I imagine that if the railway were made, the traffic would in a short time be 
sufficient to maintain a separate ferry service. The boats would simply run backwards and forwards from 
the Circular Quay to Milson’s Point, as they do now at certain hours of the day.
121. Then the existing company would have to adapt their boats to suit the requirements of the railway,
or the railway would have to maintain a service of its own ? Yes. '
a.22. The present boats are not suitable? No ; they are not suitable. The plan which I have produced 
is not a design, but is simply a suggestion.
123. Then what is the object in putting it before the Committee ? I think I explained that it was proposed,
under the present estimate, to bring down only a couple of lines and to utilise the present service. The 
passengers would simply walk down from the train and embark on board the ferry-boats. The plan now 
submitted vas made to .show how an increase of the traffic could be provided for, if special boats and 
special wharves were built. That kind of wharf to which I refer is such as I believe is made use of in all 
rivers and estuaries where there is a considerable tide. Instead of having to walk a narrowr plank you 
have a floating platform which comes down to the level of the deck of the steamer. There is the fixed 
stage, and a floating stage attached to it by hinges. Sometimes the platform is level, whilst at other times 
it is slightly inclined downwards. .
124. Mr. Trickett.~\ Are you still of opinion that the railway, if constructed, would not compete with the 
present tramway ? Yes.
125. Because the people who use the tram would not use the railway? Yes. I do not see how they 
could. I am still of the same opinion with regard to that point.
126. I suppose you are aware that some company or individuals have bought land and are erectinrr wharfs
alongside Admiralty House ? Yes ; I am aware of that. 0
127. In the scheme now submitted to us by you do you propose to connect these wharfs with the 
railway ? The plan shows how, if there were a series of wharfs aloDg the shore towards Kirribilli 
Point, a line could branch off from the proposed line, pass under Alfred-street, and skirt the shore at 
the back of the wharfs.
128. Is that a new idea since you were here last, or had you it in contemplation then ? None of these 
extensions were considered at that time, because they were not then considered necessary.
129. The idea of constructing wharfs along Kirribilli Point to Admiralty House is a new one since you 
were here last f Yes. The.Department, I believe, were so satisfied with Milson’s Point as a passenger 
terminus that they thought it would be sufficient to insure the favourable recommendation of the extension, 
and the goods traffic was left out.
130. These proposals are all theoretical ? They are all practicable.
131. They are all practicable but problematical as to which shall be carried out ? So far they are alter
native. . '

.Have you considered the cost of au extension of the railway from Milson’s Point along the shore to 
Kirribilli Point? No ; but I have made an estimate of the cost of some of these extensions. The line 
from the head of Lavender Bay to Cremorne Point, including the excavation at Cremorne Point, but not 
including any wharfage construction, would, I reckon, cost about £70,000.
133. Mr. Humphery.~\ What is its length ? A little over 1-| mile.
134. Mr. Trickett.'] Have you estimated the cost of a line from Milson’s Point round Kirribilli Point ?
I have the cost of the whole loop. •
13.5. We will say as far as Admiralty House? The cost of a branch line from Milson’s Point to 
Kirribilli Point would probably be about £18,000. The estimate is only approximate. It is to be under
stood that in all these cases the line has not been surveyed, although we have some levels to go upon.
136. Would the amount you name include everything—the reclamation of land ? For this line there 
would be no reclamation. On the Cremorne line there would be reclamation.
137. In addition to the £70,000 ? No.
138. Mr. Cox.] And the other portion of the line from Lavender Bay to Kirribilli Point? That would
be about £22,000. 139
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139. Mr. TricTcett.~\ But there would have to he reclamation there, because the line goes all along the 
private properties ? There would be resumption.
140. On both of these lines the cost of resuming land would have to be added ? Except at the Admiralty
House, I suppose. ■
141. Mr. Tonkin.'] That would be in addition to the £70,000 ? Yes. The branch to M'Mahon’s Point 
I have put down at about £20,000.
142. Dr. Garran.] What do you estimate to be the total cost of the line which you are putting before us
from the head of Lavender Bay to Milson’s Point P I have not got that separated here, but I can let 
you have it. '
143. I want to see the relative cost of the plan you are now submitting to us and the plan suggested by 
Mr. Trickett of having a passenger station at the head of Lavender Bay, and then tunnelling on to Cre- 
morne. I understood you to say that you could tunnel on to Cremorne from that point at a cost of 
£70,000, exclusive of resumption. When you get to Cremorne, how much Government frontage would you 
have ? We have the whole length.
144. Both sides of the peninsula ? Both sides.
145. Making how much altogether ? Boughly, If mile.
146. Of available deep-water frontage ? That is on both sides. There is about f of a mile on the western 
side and -f- of a mile on the other side.
147. That is all available shipping frontage ? Yes. The 100 feet reserve extends right up to the head of 
Shell Cove and Great Sirius Cove on the other side to the point.
148. If you once got to the head of Lavender Bay you could, by a railway expenditure of £70,000, 
utilize If mile of first-class shipping frontage ? Yes. You get down, of course, on one side readily 
enough, but you would have to back on to the other.
149. To go direct you would have to make .mother tunnel ? Yes.
150. Without a tunnel you could shunt back ? Yes.
151. Still you could utilize If mile of frontage ? Yes.
152. You would have it made accessible ? Yes. ,
153. The Government would not have to buy an inch of that land ? Yes.
154. They would only have to pay money to get to it? Yes. If they utilized the whole of the 100 feet, 
reserve, the owners of the land at the back would, I suppose, have access given to them from behind.
155. By that same line you could, if necessary, utilize the east coast of Heutral Bay, and provide still
more accommodation ? Yes. “
156. That would give something like half a mile of frontage? iYearly half a mile.
157. Is the water there fairly deep, too ? I believe so. ■
158. The If mile frontage w-ould be nearly 8,000 feet ? Yes,-it would.
.159. You are now proposing to allow 1,500 feet for the goods traffic? Yes.
160. By a railway expenditure of £70,000 you could get, without resumption, nearly 8,000 feet ? Yes.
161. Of quite as good water frontage ? Yes. -
162. In addition to that, you could, by resumption, get to the eastern side of Neutral Bay ? Yes. •
163. That is providing 2,600 feet more, if required ? Yes.
164. So that the quantity of frontage available on this route is enormously in excess of the quantity
available in Lavender Bay ? Yes. '
165. It is in excess of what you could get in Lavender Bay, even if you made a railway round the west
side also ? Yes. ‘
166. Mr. Trickett asked you whether at the head of Lavender Bay you were at the water level, and you 
said “ No” ;—how much above the wharf level would you be there ? Twenty feet, roughly.
167. The passengers would have to ascend and descend steps to get from the railway platform to the
ferry ? Yes. .
168. ^Would that be a serious inconvenience ? I do not know about its being serious, but it would be 
very inconvenient.
169. It would be undesirable ? It would be undesirable. The level of the station would be higher than 
that. It would be about 27 feet.

5. Beane, 
Esq.
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17p. Supposing it were 30 feet;—that is not more than a station cutting in a city would be ? No • I 
think not. !
171. Mr. Humphery.] It would be higher than this room ? ITes ; this room would only be about 20 feet 
high.
172. Dr. Garran.] If you are 20 feet above the wharf at that jioint, how far have you to go along the 
goods station before you get to the level ? By the time you get to the end of the goods station you are 
on the level. We do not waste any of the 1,500 feet.
173. You do not come on to your goods line to shunt back at all ? Oh, no. The 1,560 feet of wharfage
is only taken from here to the curve. (Explaining on the map.) . °
174. Would it be possible for you to get down to the wharf level at the head of Lavender Bay ? We 
could with a grade of 1 in 40.
175. You have marked on the plan a 10-chain curve line a little more to the west than the line submitted 
to us ? Yes.
176. Has that line been surveyed properly ? No ; but I have had cross-levels taken for the purpose of
testing it. 1
177. I presume the object is to get a better grade ? Yes.
178. Can you get 1 in 50 upon that line? Yes.
179. It will increase the length by how much ? By about 30 chains.
180. And will avoid all tunnels ? Oh, no. •
181. There are no tunnels marked on the plan ? No; because the route is shown by a dotted line_
there would still be a tunnel under Blue’s Point-road.
182. Looking at the diminished length of tunnel on the line, would it be a dearer line than the other ?
It would be dearer by 30 chains. '
183. But would not much of the work be lighter ? Without having a section taken over it I could
not say. " 1 ■
184. You have had no proper estimates made ? No.
185. By that route you would get a 1 in 50 grade? Yes, 186.
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186. And with a short length of 1 in 40 you could come on to the wharf at the head of Lavender Bay ?
Yes. _ _

. T ___ 187. If it is ever expedient to come down to the level there, you have the option of taking this route?11 June, 1890. YeS) with ^ 1 in ^ grade. J

188. Do you not think that it would he very desirable to get to the level of the wharf at the head of the 
bay? Yes; but I think that I should prefer the better grade.
189. You mean you would have to determine upon a grade of 1 in 40 to do it? Yes.
190. But you have that grade now ? Yes ; but it has always been very objectionable, and when I took 
this work in hand after the line had been laid down, the first thing I did was to get some cross-levels, in 
order to see if a less grade was possible.
191. Between St. Leonards and Hornsby you have no 1 in 40 grade ? Ho.
192. So that this will be the only 1 in 40 grade on the line ? Fes. It will spoil the line as to grades.
193. Could you not manage with the more westerly line to come down to the head of Lavender Bay with
a grade of 1 in 50. It is not possible. I am sure that there is not length enough.
194. You must decide to have a grade of 1 in 40 or make the line at the head of the bay 20 feet above
wharf level ? Yes.
195. We cannot avoid that ? We cannot avoid it.
196. How high is the wharf level above the high water level ? About 6 feet. The line at Walker-street 
as at present laid out would be about 20 feet above the wharf level, but supposing we put a station there 
it would have to be continued from the level at the end of the tunnel.
197. What length would you have to clear for a station from the exit of the tunnel to the cutting on the 
opposite side ? Supposing you go straight across ?
198. Yes ? 18 chains.
199. 18 chains would be available and open for a station ? Yes.
200. What is the length of the covered part of the station at Itedfern? I do not know, but it was pro
posed to make the platforms at the terminus at Hyde Park 700 feet long.
201. Then you would have more room there than it was proposed to have in Hyde Park? Yes; there 
would be plenty of room.
202. The only objection would be the height above the wharf level? I do not know about the only 
objection; it would require a great deal of earthwork.
203. Unless you made a viaduct ? That would probably be still more costly.
204. Still, you must get rid of the stuff from the tunnel ? That would not anything like fill up the hole.
205. I should like to get an approximate idea of the relative expense of making a goods station where 
you propose to make it, and the Cremorne scheme. If you can give us approximate figures I shall be 
very glad. That is including all the cuttings and the filling in which will have to be made ? It will be 
very difficult to do that with the information now available.
206. Do you know what the estimated cost of the resumption on the east side of Lavender Bay was ? I 
have the details in the office ; I do not remember at the moment.
207. Chairman.'] The total cost you will see was put down by Mr. Thompson at £133,909 ? Yes, but he 
gave it all in detail.
208. Dr. Oarran.] You see what I wish to get—the relative cost of adopting Mr. Trickett’s idea, and of 
the scheme you are now submitting to us. We can then weigh the cost against the available frontages, 
and the relative advantages for shipping purposes ? Y es. It would be necessary before giving this for 
me to get some levels taken over the line, so that I could give a closer estimate than is possible at present. 
I suppose an approximate estimate would be enough ?
209. You have submitted a scheme to us in which you say that the east side of Lavender Bay will pro
vide accommodation for the present passenger and goods traffic, but if that increased it would be necessary 
to make an extension of the line to Admiralty House or Cremorne. I want to get the relative cost of 
the plan you propose, and of not touching the east side of Lavender Bay, but of dealing only with the 
head of the bay for passenger purposes and going straight to Cremorne ? Then I should have to provide 
a passenger terminus at the head of Lavender Bay instead of at Milson's Point.
210. Chairman?] And you have 1,180 feet to do it on at Lavender Bay as against 800 at Milson’s Point ? 
1,180 feet is the length of the hole which we will have to fill up.
211. Dr. Oarran?] You feel quite sure about not being able to get to the head of the bay at the wharf 
level ? Unless with a 1 in 40 grade.
212. That is by the westerly line; you could not do so with a grade of 1 in 50? I will tell you what 
made me try to get that particular line. I found that the difference in length that was required to give 
a 1 in 50 grade was about 25 chains—that I wanted 25 chains more. Our starting point is fixed, and a 
break in the grade going up the hill is most desirable, in order to provide for future wayside stations, so 
I allowed 30 chains.
213. Could you not go further back ? I have started right from the bridge; in fact, I am not sure that 
the 10 chains at the end of the existing work would not have to be slightly altered. We lead directly 
from the end of the present line.
214. Could you go behind that to advantage? Ho, we could not alter the station level. We start 
running down rapidly immediately after passing under the bridge, carrying the Lane Cove-road.
215. The choice is to have a grade of 1 in 40 or to come out at Lavender Bay, 27 feet above the level of 
the wharf ? Yes ?
216. Which is the best of these alternatives to adopt ? My opinion is that Milson’s Point is the proper
terminus. I think it is a very serious objection to have a grade of 1 in 40. I always intended to see if 
we could not get rid of that, because it spoils the line—it makes the ruling grade for the whole section 
1 in 40. ■
217. Between Hornsby and the Hawkesbury there are grades of 1 in 40 ? Yes.
218. Then any coal train coming from the north would have to pass over these grades ? Yes.
219. You could deal with a descent of 1 in 40 if you could deal with that ascent ? If you take the local 
traffic alone into consideration it would be desirable to keep the ruling grade the same throughout the

' section of 12 miles. .
220. In that case would it not be better for you to adopt the 10-chain curve line, and to keep to the 1 in 
50 grade instead of adopting the line put before us ? Yes.

H. Deane, 
Esq.
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StoJSKn&'svsr4 tI,at 1!°e *,,d o,“ ‘i,e •** * * »«• th“i * «<« *.»
S™^erS?Lrf^™MW^^tr?\“‘-''lich-^ou ai”11 118 utait th.t it is desirable to
the Hues submitted to ‘ParK-ima t ? , P°SSIWe.to improve the proposed line. I hope with most of 
stakino- considerable imnrovemof t ^'ii t, ^omtIP^ee as Poes, that in the process of permanently 
223 What Dartirnlir‘jmt- s wi 1 be made. The tendency always is towards improvement,
engaged upon it 7018 ^ d°"e tLlS work ? 1 rcally could saJ- There have been several

lon^SrS Sr" Wh° lm°WS the Cl6tailS °f tlle gl'°mid better thau T°u do y°llraelf ? No ; I

226 Aud^ntVr lm°Vhe line m-arl<?d on the Plan is a practicable one ? Yes.
exSiltatr1 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

is still in abeyance^ t0 lmv° lfc more mi™tely examined P No, I am doing nothing. The matter

r wS ha^&^t g——

Hne'?"DYe^.arraW^ But they are onlT 10-cIlain curves, which are not so sharp as those .on the Western

s^Lfof’™^ Srades’ or t0 red«ce the curves? There is a
Sa llchainrarwe S ^ ^ a 10-chail1 Curve’ is better, than a grade of 1 in 40,

oqq' Mr. Cox.-] Because when you near the station you slow down ? Yes.
nate SdSv at thi X^V0^0 t0 I3ring a i1Gavy load of coal down a 1 in’40 grade to termi
nate suddenly at the wharf ? You would have to put the brakes on. _
have We“r 81 ar W0Uld be considerable ? 1 do not think that it matters on the steel rails that we

be^'ufficfeirtSroom"fnradpnlsfSS01'f|ei(-n^ar^0v1j-a^ 1tll‘\head °f Bay, would there, in that 1,100 feet,
eet down to it tW !] 1 ^be light suburban goods tratEc as well ? I doubt whether you could
Iqr v *51 § ?-»Und at tbe hcad ot Bavender Bay is so steep. ‘ .
approach would beby step7°U CaU make approach from the steamer up to the station ? The passenger 

up olto Alfred-s[reet ^°0^S Biere W0ldd be impossible ? I dare say an’approach could be made

EAXLWAY to COSMO! south SHOEE BATWAX WIFH POET JACHSOS, AT .MIMOJr’s POINT.
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THURSDAY, 12 JUNE, 1890.
^wacni:— '

JOSEPH PALMER ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaieman).

James Ebenezee Tonkin, EsqThe Hon. John Lackey.
The Hon. Andeew G-aeean.
The Hon. Peedebick Thomas Humpheey. 
The Hon. William Joseph Thicrett.

William Speingthoepe Dowel, Esq. 
Edward William O’Sullivan, Esq. 
John Hueley, Esq.

Chahles Alpeed Lee, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway to connect the North Shore Railway with the
deep waters of Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point.

Henry Deane, Esq., Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways, sworn, and further examined :—
nfr’Y°UI Pro-i®cfc.’ s° far’ has been to construct a line from the Crow’s Nest to the eastern H. Deane,

Milson’s Point ^
239. Using a portion of the line for goods trafiSc, and another portion for passenger traflSc ? Yes. 12 June, 1890.
Sainni °n a Previous occasion it has been stated that additional
reasons are to be submitted by the Works Department why the proposed extension should be reconsidered

have you some other project to submit m reference to the proposed extension ? Since I was here •
snfje^’+l T+Lh6'611 speakll',g t° Mr- Eddy about the extension to Milson’s Point, and it has been 
suggested that the passenger station might be placed higher up the bav '
is too CTett .mf+h; , TeSV ¥ c°nsddefd that the expense of carrying the line down to the point
is too great and the amount of room too limited. I was asked, yesterday, to make an estimate of the cost

.**». tt*. M rf u™*. Bay the batha, aod I think I said then thatB
il l.lf i . l i y pettstte. because it is a regular hole that tve should go into. Besides that, tve should not 
steamer* ^ ^ lc!,the w.ater to make lt convenient for passengers to land from the

+l S l - ?’a'dee t0 Smt the circumstances there, we should have the level of the line about 40 
leet above the bay, which, of course, would necessitate a flight of steps to give access to the station
nosal withrelarffto^T ^ plth ,Mr' Bddy this morning, he suggested that we might reverse the pro

D d * i ¥i1s0IL SA PoimL and put the passenger accommodation near the head of the bav, 
ietbergfnn el I” ^ P10?®8"1 would admit of the goods terminus being left out alto-
949 Vm the preseut> alld we could put up the passenger station at the end of the piece coloured red.

'crawl + ffld onlJ r1e<lulre..t0Jc,0“? ^ that point at present to provide for passenger traffic ? Yes, and 
Haffigc ?s sbotnVT d bC carn®d hehmd and beyond. On the plan before the Committee the passenger 
Sfer 1bemg carrl®d behind the goods traffic. If the goods traffic were carried behind the pas
senger traffic to the point and the passenger station built in the position suggested, it would be less costly.

271 B 243.
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Yes. I have a plan here (produced)

243. Have you made an estimate of what would he saved by that alteration Y xes. Supposing the line 
were only carried so far as would 
saving of about £10,000 of work am 
The Land Yaluer’s estimate would _ _. _ •
24-1. That would be a total reduction of about £52,000? Yes.^
215. In the general estimate of the cost ox the proposed extension .
to show vou how the scheme could be carried out. _ ^ , ■ i . i ^j
246. Does the part coloured pink represent the passenger station ? Yes and that mignt be
first Then the goods sidings could be taken on at the back, or could be left out altogethei, and the 1 
for goods traffic be pushed oSn into Neutral Bay or Cremorne. The making of the line only as far as this
point would save about £42,000 in land, and £10,000 in works. cnrmlied
247. How about the access to this passenger station; do you say that it would have to be supplied with
steps ? No, there would not be a flight of steps ; but a branch tram Ime could te hrought down to the
station from Alfred-street-I mean if this were made the terminus of the North
Passengers going into St. Leonards, and not requiring to take the railway, would go up by the tram li , 
while those desiring to use the train would simply go into the station.
24S. What length of tram line would that require ? About 1,000 feet. ,
249. Mr. O’Sulltvan.] What would be the cost of that 1,000 feet of tram line. _ About £o,000.
250. Allowing that as a set off, you would actually save about £47,000 by altering the site ox the pas
senger station in the manner proposed ? Yes, if the goods line is left out. _ ,T , ,
251. Do the Commissioners now favour the proposal to take the freight trains to Cremorne or
Bay ? I have not spoken to the Commissioners as a body, but I believe that Mr. Eddy has always ra 
looked forward to that as affording additional facilities for the traffic. ■
252. Do you know the distance from the present terminus of the line bo Cremorne . Three and a halt

253 If the North Shore bridge were constructed, and the railway taken across it from the present
terminus, you would have to adopt a different route from that which you would adopt to bring it into 
Lavender Bay and Cremorne ? No, I should follow the same route. _ , , ,
254 You go through a tunnel to reach Lavender Bay. A line crossing the bridge could not be brought 
on to Lavender Bay or to Cremorne ? There would be a junction on the proposed line.
255. There would be a deviation going through a tunnel into Lavender Bay? Yes; because that would 
be at a lower level. You will have to descend from there to get down to the bay. The cheapest way of 
doing it will be to descend before coming to Lavender Bay, passing through a tunnel, and then to go 
under Milson’s Point near the level of the water, thus getting to the bays beyond.
256. Is the passenger station marked on the plan intended to be a permanent structure . 1 es.
257 Will not the passengers come across the bridge when it is erected ? I cannot say what may take 
place when the bridge is erected, but I think that even if the bridge is erected, there will always be
plenty of traffic by this route. . , „ , „
258. But what passenger traffic could this station serve. If the passengers going to Sydney are taken
across the bridge, the station will only serve a very small local traffic. Passengers coming to Sydney will 
undoubtedly prefer to come across the bridge to going down to the station on the shores ot Lavender 
Bay ? In the first instance, that need not be any objection to the construction ot the line, the station 
would only be built in a small way, to be added to as the traffic increased. If the bridge is to be built 
within a year or two, there would be very little loss even if the station were not required. Ihere would 
not be all the work that I have shown on the plan thrown away, because the plan allows tor a very con
siderable development of the traffic. ' ....... , n _____
259. But if the passengers were brought across the harbour by the bridge, and freight is ^o go to Lremorne, 
do you think there will be enough traffic left to justify the erection of a permanent station at the head ot

260 Would not the traffic be purely local, and could it not be easily taken on to the head of the bridge. 
Is it worth while to construct an expensive station at this place, when the probability is, that in a tew 
years it will be rendered useless, except for local traffic, by the erection of a bridge oyer the harbour. 1
should not erect an expensive station there at first, I should make one to suit the requirements ot the 
traffic, which at first would be small, Before very long it would be seen whether the bridge was to be 
constructed. If the bridge is to be constructed in the near future, I imagine that its construction will have 
to be decided upon almost immediately, while if it is to be left for coming generations, we had better have 
something like what I propose to answer present requirements. , , , , ^ •
261. I can see the importance of this station if the bridge is not to be constructed, but there is every 
indication that it is to be constructed. That being so, would it not be better to have a temporary station 
at the North Shore end of the bridge, than to have a station at a place where it must be abandoned in 
future ? No ; I do not think so, because the branch from the goods line would be a very small one, and 
would not be costly in the first instance. What we should put in at present would be very small.
262. The line in crossing to Cremorne must go through a tunnel at the head of Lavender Bayhow much 
further than the western end of this tunnel will it be taken to accomodate the proposed station ? About
20 chains. . . . , T, .
263. And will it not have to pass through some very valuable property ? Not very much i think, it is 
mostly unimproved. The most valuable property is that between this place and the point.
264 You say that the value of the property which would have to be resumed between the proposed station 
and’MHson’s Point would be £42,000? That is the Land Yaluer’s estimate.
265. Would not the 20 chains of property from the deviation from the Cremorne line to the end o± the 
station be worth pretty well the same sum ? According to the land valuer, taking a very liberal estimate, 
it would only be worth £25,000, and it must be remernbered that if any portion of this land were resumed, 
and the G-overnment in a few years time did not require it, it would fetch a very much larger sum thim 
they would give for it now, and it would cover the cost of the improvements that would be made m the 
way of levelling ground and erecting platforms and wharves. It would be a very good investment.
266. Do you think the land could always be sold for more than was given for it ? Eor very much more,
covering the interest on the money and the cost of improvements. . .
267. Supposing the bridge is constructed, will not trains going to Newcastle and the north start from the
city of Sydney itself ? I suppose they will. 260 * * * 264 * * * 268,

PAELIAMENTAET STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS—MINUTES OP EVIDENCE



979

]Sre^.astle ^ra^ns ^ g° hJ that route, and that it will be the chief passenger 
' fflIf5the northern tram starts from Sydney, what would be the use of this little side track

wUl take^lace^^0 ’ 1 ^ ^ kn°W ^ tlle lme may be worked> or what deyelopment in the traffic

269. You still think that this station will be useful for the mere local traffic running between that 
point and Hornsby at intervals during the day ? Yes. The Commissioners might also find it desirable
consfderation11 ^ ^ n01,tl110 meet tte mad train H'ornsby’ but’ of course, that is a matter for their

hnniJZ ZZ a SePafte no^ern train ? No ; but they might run through carriages, which could be 
ooked on to the mail tram at Hornsby. Branch lines are sometimes worked in that way, special carriages 

going through the whole journey. 6
27L Mr. Dowel ] In your official capacity, I presume, you have given very considerable attention to the 
alternative or I might say, rival routes, from the present terminus to Balls Head, Blue’s Point, Cremorne, 

■t'av®llder ■°aT’ as weH a® to the proposal submitted to the Committee ? Yes.
t7e7°iUaStlv0f 0?ini0n1th^ the ProPosal now submitted by the department is the best that 

could be adopted ? Yes ; I am, decidedly.
oS' thZ’im tlle iDtei:,est of the country, it is the best line that could be constructed ? Yes.
pit;, ]me crosses tbo ridSe dividing the Middle Harbour and

a“atta •Bive.r watersheds at the .lowest pointat the Lane Cove-road ? Yes.
275. therefore, it is the natural route to the harbour ? Yes.
point8° that the lin6 foll°WS the natural fal1 of tlie country, does it not.? We contour down from that

vf0111’ dow* t01tll®deeP waters of Lavender Bay? Yes ; Lavender Bay being the nearest 
point at which we can touch the water. .r & *
Ye8s The r0Ute beirlS ^ eaSieSt fr°m an enSineering point of view as well as the shortest—is not that so ?

279. Now, you are aware that when this proposal was before the Committee on a recent occasion there was 
iPn at 7- 1I1UCh ?aid as .to the g°ods traffic to be provided for, but that, after the close of the investigation, 
go^rtmtc^iftS”: ^ ^ tIl0U8ht tliei’e W0Uld in aU Probability be-a S'1'68* development of

280. Would the scheme suggested by Dr. Garran provide sufficient accommodation for this goods traffic? 
Do you mean the extension to Cremorne ?
28L No I am speaking now of the proposal to erect a station a short distance from the mouth of the

t es w °f B,ay r_WOuld not that ver7 materially lessen the space allowed to tbo
goods traffic^? You would lose the frontage on the eastern side of Lavender Bay.
282. Instead ot the department making more provision for the goods traffic it would be making less than 
9ftQ0^r£10^°Se ’ i T? ’ is, of course, not taking into consideration tlie estensions to the other bays. 
285 -the proposal before the Committee gives very much more goods accommodation than the scheme sug- 
thfho by in G,arraiy 1 tbl“k Br- Arran’s suggestion was to make the passenger •station at the head of 
the bay on the line ot route to Cremorne. That would cut out the whole of the frontage on the eastern 
side ot Davender Bav.
284-. Wb,at ^.l?'add b®,^he additional length of construction if the Cremorne scheme were carried out ? As 
compared with the Milson’s Point scheme ?
285. As compared with the Milson’s Point scheme ? About If miles.
286. And what wnuld be the additional cost ? That I estimate at £70.000. The difference in the
distance between Miison s Point and Cremorne Point from the present terminus is 1| miles, but the 
additional length of line to be constructed from the junction at the head of Lavender Bay to Cremorne 
would be nearly If miles. J
287. Is not Cremorne Point the narrowest point in the harbour, and Milson’s Point the widest point ?
Liemorne Point tapers very much towards the end. 1
om ■f’0? y°U Wbat the Wld?1 of ii} is ? The Government reserve is 100 feet. There is not above 
oqo v* 111 i j i °r SOme c.onsiderable distance. At the end it is 200 feet wide.
wvni'lH 1?«U W0Uld have n/7 llttle r00n? for a terlninus there? I suppose some resumption of land 
odo m ii ?ecesfarY 0f course we should reclaim a portion of the harbour
fm?™ra+--S ‘li^ re®umPtl0.1h is not a large quantity of that land already sold ? I do not know—of 
course it is m the hands of private owners. I do not know whether there has been anv sale recently .
there i0U W°Uld reamre S°me Conslderable distance for shunting purposes ? There "is plenty of length

292. How would you be able to turn in that 200 feet;—would you have plenty of room ? Do vou mean 
for shunting back on the eastern side. J i J u «vuu
oof' to-v10*!*15® iland to° narrow to connect the water frontages by a curve ? Yes
anythingayoueifkedabOVe ^ ^ W0Uld the tenninlls of a railway be here? You could make it

295. What height would the terminus bo above the water at Milson’s Point? The levels we have 
assumed are between 5 and 6 feet. e
iwnw rld be 5fZ6 f^et ab?Yo th$ water for a distauce of nearly 300 feet ? I make it 2,360 feet— 

i ^ for tbe g°ods traffic, and 800 feet for the passenger traffic.
299 wlUld/iy0? ffi ^ 21’86°Ieet, e?AaU-V!S wel1 at Cremorne ? There is a longer stretch at Cremorne. 
298. Mr. Driclcett^ h mile and a half? Yes ; that is taking the two sides.
round , 5 °p d tbei;eTb0 anT gr£at dlfficulty m increasing the wharfage accommodation by going
if reqnhed 8 P°mt at Lavendcv Bay, supposing that were necessary ?° That could easily be done

lavenJeTpsvP* tb® at Gremorne Point bo more exposed to bad weather than it would be at
9m t! B- 7' 1 be ie;e "h3* on the easteru side of Cremorne Point it would be more exposed.

th'’re th“ " to if constructed ?

SoL^C^"^8 °P0pU,ati?U 0a tbe SOutb sk1e of the line- Therefore if you took the railway 
doTo o wo*ld not sei’ve the population as ;t is situated at the present time ? It would not
do to make a passenger terminus at Cremorne. * 3o3
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303. That was a proposal put forward by the Government? There was a proposal at one time; hut I
think that it would be a great mistake. . T j ■nnnnp«Knmhlv the304. You are clearly of opinion, under all the circumstances, that Lavender Bay is unquestionably
best position for a terminus ? Bor the passenger terminus. i..„q +T,e» mnnnpr smwpsted as
305. Bor the passenger traffic-and the goods traffic cpuld be accommodated m the manner sug0es ,
well as bv goino- rouud to Blue’s Point ? Yes ; an extension is possible m that direction. , •
306 <7wL».] Will you say at what cost ? Well, I think I mentioned yesterday that it was estimated
that the work, exclusive of the cost of resumption, wouh. cost , DO. . . . -i Jown to
307 Mr Dowel 1 Mr. Copeland asked you some questions m reference to bringing th^rmU ay low
Bali’sHead -is it practicable to bring the railway down to Ball’s Head and to make a terminus there ? 
Yes1; a line was staked out to Ball’s Head from Chats wood as a branch lino to the present railway.
308. That would be about 2 miles back, I suppose ? _ I think rather more 2-s miles
309. Was that done to get a longer run and a practicable grade ? A ruling gradient ot 1 in 0. .
310 You went back that 2 miles on purpose to get a practicable gradient. l es. 4.v,of
311.' Did not Mr. Whitton estimate the cost of the scheme at £300,000 ? I believe so. I must say t 
T think that estimate takinnr present prices into consideration, is rather excessive.312 Taking the various bays^on thoNorth Shore between Ball’s Head and Bradley s Head is it not a
fact that every one of them except Lavender Bay is very narrow at its head, that not one of them is as 
wide as Lavender Bay? Yes, if you except Neutral Harbour. , _0 „
313 Do vou know the width of Lavender Bay at its head ? I can scale it on the plan ■> chains.
314! Nearly 700 feet. Now the heads of all toe other bays have mud flats with fresh water creeks
running into them, have they not ? Yes, I believe they have.
315. There is no mud flat at the head of Lavender Bay ? It is sand there, I think. , ,
316. Is not the water very deep where there is a width of 700 feet. You ge ee ep
close in shore at the head of Lavender Bay. WD track for the317. In descending or ascending a steep grade it is necessary to have a good length ot ieiH tiack tor the

31™ Is it not an axiom in railway management that all lines of communication should connect with the

connect it with the tramway, the horse ferry, and the passenger reriy ? That is the opinion ot the

S^That is the opinion of the department and your own opinion, now> J Pr.®su™e?p PT„„v„t;OT1 9
321. Do you think you could get 3 chains in width on the straightrun at Miison s Poir.t by excaiation .
f^TouldlTtoafbTample for all the requirements of the traffic for many years to come ? I think it

ShEven anticipating that there would be a large traffic ? Yes ; you could conduct a great deal of traffic

321? If toe Commissioners chose to send the northern traffic over that portion of the line, would it repre
sent one third of the passenger traffic ? I suppose it would. ■ • „
325. And you would have ample room for that traffic ? I believe so-that is my OP1111™-
326. Three chains in width and half a mile in length would give you about 12 acr®s- ^ , fl
327. Chairman^ Would not that go over the road where tne tramway is ? No. I hate no doubt t.ial we
could get 3 chains in width by reclamation, without abolishing the Iramway
328 You could fillup Lavender Bay by reclamation ? Well, it would be rather a laiyi wo .
339 Mr. Dowel^ Can you supply to the Committee the relative extent of accommodation at Dar mg H -
hour now and as proposed at Miison’s Point ? I am not prepared with it at the present moment, but 
can get it, from the Commissioners. I have no plan showing the Darling Harbour laid 
330°It was laid out under your department? No. Without going very carefully into it, the aveiabe width 
in the present proposal would bo about 120 feet. In some places, by cutting back and reclaiming, we
SLO^mi'avefage you would have about 2 chains, and I ask you if it was ^.Er“l“a^ ^
3 chains ? At the upper end of the bay we could get a width of 3 chains without difficulty, but we sho ild 
not be able to get that width near the point without reclaiming the whole ot it. r-
332. Do you think it desirable to locate the station near a steep grade, as suggested by Dr Garran 
yesterday ? No. I pointed out the objections to that idea, namely, that the station would be too hiBh
m But it^alscTobjectionable to locate it near to a grade of 1 in 40 ? The grade would have to be 
levelled off. We shohld have to run a level between the tunnels, and put the station upon it.
334. Would it not be objectionable under any circumstances to have.the station neai to the mout
11100013 I do not think that would be any objection. „ , , ,.1 a
335. A question was asked you a short time back about the connection of the bridge with proposed
railway, it does not follow that the bridge has anything to do with this proposal ^ ell> ^ , id; t
336. No part of the railway would have to be removed or altered for the purpose of allowin0 a b 0
SSf^Yo^i^i-ciw-arethat it has been proposed to take the railway to’the head of Neutral Bay. That 
that has been suggested to the Committee ? I am not aware that it has been suggested to the com •
338. Do you remember what length of tunnel there was on the Cremorne line once P™P0^ 
Government ? I shall have a section of the line here in a few minutes. There were three tunnels on the 
Cremorne line, the total length of which was between 1,100 and 1,200 yards.
339. Can you give the Committee any information about the bridge. Of what natme .
340 As to the width of the harbour, say, between Dawes and M Mahon s Points ? It is 1,800 feet.
341. Can you inform the Committee of the estimated cost of the Cremorne route—what was known as a
342! Th^Mtoister stated it to be £2]S5,000—would that be correct ? If the Minister stated it, he, no

343b How muchkngerw^uldthat route be than the Milson’s Point line ? About 1|- miles, I thmk344
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344. Having given the Committee all this information, you are still of opinion that the proposal before H. Deane, 
them is the best which could be offered ? Tes. ®3<1- .
315. Mr. Tanking] In placing the passenger station in the altered position, on the east side of Lavender 19'TW"^TN 
Bay, do you propose to resume as much land as you originally intended to resume for the goods 1 une’ * 
station ? No.
316. What would be the difference ? I should say, before it was worked out, that there would be only 
half the land taken, and that the least expensive half.
317. That would naturally be half the cost of the resumption on the part of the Government? Tes ; it
would bo less than half. The saving in the resumption would be, according to the land valuer’s esti
mate, £42,760. ■ 1
348. Chairman.'] What was his total valuation ? £67,760.
349. That was for the Lavender Bay side? Yes.
350. Mr. Tonlcini] Is there not some Government land nearer Milson’s Point than the proposed site for 
the erection of a passenger station ? I am not asvare of the Government having any land there.
351. You think there would hardly be sufficient room on the oast side of Lavender Bay for any great 
development of the goods traffic ? Yes, and certainly not for coal.
352. 1 understood you just now to say the new proposal was to have the passenger station on the east
side of the Bay, and to carry the goods traffic to Milsou’s Point ? As a substitution, yes ; leaving it 
optional to provide for the goods traffic. I have always looked upon it, and I believe that it has been 
recognized, by the department, that this line, without the passenger traffic, would scarcely have come under 
consideration, and that it is a most important thing to provide for the passenger traffic. Therefore, I 
suggest> as a substitution for the original proposal, that the passenger traffic should be put higher up than 
Lavender Bay, so that it can be constructed first. It then remains optional to determine that the goods .
traffic, which is expected to be considerable, shall be provided for by the extension to Milson’s Point or by
an extension to Neutral Bay and Cremorne.*
353. Do you think that if the passenger station were constructed as you propose there would be any
necessity for carrying the line on to Milson’s Point ? I’or goods ? .
351. Yes ? I do not think it wmuld matter where it is carried, so long as it is carried somewhere.
355. Do you think there wrould bo as much accommodation if it were carried to Milsou’s Point as if it 
were carried over the head of Careening Cove and Neutral Harbour to Cremorne? There is a longer 
frontage at Cremorne.
356. Which do you think would be preferable for the goods traffic alone ? It is so difficult to make
a comparison betw’een the lines—it depends so much on the quantity of goods traffic for which vou have 
•to provide. "
357. Could you accommodate a coal traffic at Milson’s Point ? I do not think that the accommodation of
a large coal traffic at Milson’s Point would be desirable. '
353. Do you think that if the line were carried to Cremorne there would be sufficient accommodation ?
Yes. There is plenty of room there.
359. Supposing a large goods traffic'—a traffic in coal, merchandise, cattle, and meat—is developed, which 
line should bo carried out, the one to Cremorne or that to Milson’s Point? That is assuming that the 
passenger station is placed according to the last suggestion ?
360. Yes? I should like to make a more careful estimate before making a comparison—I should like to 
find out howr much each would cost.
361. I am not entering into the cost at all, I merely ask you which would afford the greatest amount of 
accommodation for all kinds of goods traffic, coal included ? There is no doubt which would give the 
most accommodation—of course, the longest line would.
362. Would not that line also give more accommodation to passengers ? I dare say passengers would use 
it.^ I dare say some portion of it would come to be a passenger line as well as a goods line.
363. The construction of that lino could not in any w'ay diminish the amount of traffic by raihvay ? No.
361. If in the construction of the passenger station where you now suggest we shall save £12,000, and 
the line to Cremorne will cost £70,000, are we to deduct the one amount from the other, leaving the differ
ence only £28,000 ? The £70,000 does not include resumptions. ■
365. Mr. Lee.] I understood that it was £52,000 that would be saved—£10,000 in works and £42,000 in
land? Yes. Against that is the cost of a branch tramway, if required. ’ •
366. Mr. Humpliery.] There would not. only be the expense of the tramway, but there would also be the 
extension from the tunnel at Milson’s Point—the cost of the 20 chains ? I have taken that.
307. Mr. Tonkin.] Could you give us the estimate of the total cost of the line as proposed by you, with 
the. passenger station on the east side of Lavender Bay—the station and resumption included ? Yes ; the 
estimate for works can be taken as before.
368. Mr. Lee.] £212,000 ? I think it was shown that £33,000 had to be taken off the valuation of the 
land, because by the Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act, we shall not have to resume the land 
over the tunnel.
309. Mr. Tonkin.] Would the deviation shown by the dotted line increase the cost much? By the extra 
length it is 30 chains longer. '
370. Would the cost be proportionately the same ? Yes : I expect it would be. Are vou including the
land ? '
371. Yes ? No, it would not be, then. '

EAI1WAY TO COATTECT KOETH SHOEE BAILWAY WITH POET JACKSON, AT MILSOY'S POINT. . 13

WEDNESDAY,

*Note (on revision)I should like to add that, in spite of this suggestion, I an} still
proper terminus for the passenger traffic is at the Point, ' ‘ .......

strongly of opinion that the
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WEDNESDAY, 25 JUNE, 1890. 
dreamt:—

JOSEPH PALMEK ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaieman).
The Hon. John Lackey.
The Hon. Andeew G-aeean.
The Hon. Peedebick Thomas Humpheey. 
The Hon. 'William Joseph Teickett. 
Jacob Gaeeaed, Esq.

Charles Alpeed Lee, Esq.

Heney Copeland, Esq.
James Ebenezee Tonkin, Esq. 
William Speingthoepe Bowel, Esq. 
Edward William O’Sullivan, Esq. 
John Hurley, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Bailway to connect the North Shore Bailway with the
deep waters of Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point.

Henry Deane, Esq., Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Bailways, sworn, and further examined :—
H. Deane, 372. Mr. Tanking Have you prepared an estimate of the cost of the proposed line from the Crow’s Nest 

to the passenger station at the head of Lavender Bay? What I understood was required was.a compara
tive estimate showing the cost of the line with a passenger station at Lavender Bay, taking the goods 

25 June, 1890. traffic to Cremorne, and the cost of a line carried down to Milson’s Point only.
373. I wanted the estimates separately, because I wanted to show the actual cost of construction of the 
proposed station in Lavender Bay, the cost of carrying the goods traffic from Lavender Bay to Cre-

• morne, and the cost of a line to Milson’s Point, as originally proposed ? I have taken only from the
junction at the head of Lavender Bay. In the estimate submitted originally as little as possible was 
included. That estimate did not cover a sufficient expenditure to accommodate a large amount of passen
ger traffic, and allowed very little for the goods traffic, except as regards the material used for constructing 
embankments and for filling in along the shores of the bay. The following is the estimate which I have 
prepared:—The cost of the works included in the estimate for a line to Milson’s Point from the junction 
at the head of Lavender Bay would he £31,000; and the cost of resuming land along the eastern shore 
of Lavender Bay, as far as the point, would be £67,760, making a total of £98,760. Then the cost of 
taking a line to Lavender Bay, with a passenger terminus there, and allowing the goods traffic to go on 
to the western side of Cremorne, would he—for the passenger station, £21,000 ; for the line to Cremorne, 
£90,000; for land in Lavender Bay, £25,000 ; and for land between Lavender Bay and Cremorne, 
according to the Land Valuer’s estimate, £22,830 ; making a total of £158,830. When I was before the 
Committee on a previous occasion I estimated that the cost of a line to Cremorne would be £70,000, but 
since then I have found that it will be necessary to carry the line so as to cross Neutral Bay higher up, con
structing a short tunnel, and making an extra length of line, -which accounts for the extra sum of £20,000.
374. By the construction of a passenger station in Lavender Bay we shall not require one at Milson’s
Point ? If a passenger station were built at the head of Lavender Bay it would be a substitution for a 
similar station at Milson’s Point, though it would not exactly answer the same purpose—it would he put 
instead of it, though it would not be so good. I consider it desirable to carry the line down to Milson’s 
Point. )
375. Under any circumstances ? That is my opinion— that the line should bo carried down to Milson’s 
Point. The suggestion of placing a station at the head of Lavender Bay came, I think, from Dr. Garran.
376. But in the event of our having a passenger station either on the east side or at the head of Lavender
Bay, would you still recommend carrying the line on to Milson’s Point ? To my mind it would be a great 
pity not to resume that frontage, although it appears to be somewhat costly. It would be useful at some 
future time, and I understand that it is possible that an extension towards Kirribilli Point may be re
quired ; but if the resumption stopped short in Lavender Bay, as has been suggested, it could not be
carried out afterwards, except at a large expenditure. I saw by the newspapers that I was supposed to have 
originated this scheme, but 1 do not take any credit for it, and in fact I did not suggest it. In my evidence 
I state that Mr. Eddy suggested it. I think in itself it would be the best substitute if the proposal to carry 
a line to Milson’s Point were absolutely rejected ; but I understand that it is necessary to provide in 
Lavender Bay, not only for passenger traffic, but also for certain classes of goods traffic; and if that is so, 
I consider it absolutely necessary to bring the passenger traffic to Milson’s Point, reserving the
higher part of the bay, which is much more suitable for wharfage purposes, for the goods traffic.
Besides, Milson’s Point, being the nearest place to Sydney, is a better terminus for the passenger 
traffic than a spot halfway up Lavender Bay. On the llth June I endeavoured to show' that 
the difficulty of finding space for the passenger station was not so great as was supposed, because 
even now we have sufficient room to deal with all the passenger traffic which is likely to occur for some 
time to come, and it wmuld he possible by altering the position of the present tramway and passenger 
ferry to make a station which would accommodate a very large traffic indeed. The traffic coming to 
Milson’s Point would not require anything like the space which -the traffic coming to Bedfern requires, 
because there would be much fewer number of trains coming there, whereas at Bedfern there are trains 
from the Northern, Western, Southern, and Illawarra districts, and the different classes of traffic are mixed.

_ There is the slow suburban traffic and the quicker express trains. At Milson’s Point there would be at 
most two classes of traffic—the suburban traffic from the North Shore and the Lane Cove-road, and the 
through trains from the Northern Line. _
377. Then I understand that you prefer Milson’s Point as a terminus for a passenger station to any site 
on Lavender Bay ? Tes ; I have always held to that.
378. The cost of land on the eastern side of Lavender Bay would be £67,760 ;—would it be necessary to 
resume all that land if you had a passenger station at the head of Lavender Bay and then went on to 
Cremorne ? Part of that, to the amount of £25,000, would be required for the passenger train itself.
379. That, is at Milson’s Point ? In Lavender Bay. The difference is the cost of resuming the land 
from the suggested passenger station down to the point.
380. Would you recommend that Hie goods traffic should be dealt with in Lavender Bay instead of being
carried to Cremorne, or to any of the-bays further on? I think I said before that in my opinion 
Lavender Bay is not suitable for coal traffic, but that there would be room for all other goods traffic for 
some time to come. 88L.
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H. Deane, 
Esq.

381. What do you think would be the principal kind of traffic which you will have here—will it be coal,
taj a i I^ea^ ’. Wh®111 was asked that before I stated that I had not considered the question— "“'i‘

ofconsideration^6611 mstructe<* to consi^er the engineering aspect, and to that I have given a good deal 25^j^Tl890

382. Supposing coal and heavy merchandise is to be the nature of the goods traffic, would you, as an 
engineer, recommend Lavender Bay for its terminus, or would you desire to see it carried on to 
Oremorne . It there were a large goods traffic I should propose to provide additional wharfage for it in ' 
some other bay Cremorne, perhaps ; but for such traffic as wool and produce there is a great deal of room 
m Davender Bay; l,o60 feet is a pretty good frontage. I believe that vou could get three ships in there,
ooo j/rr* 7 Slze10|Tthe large mail steamers. You could do a good deal of trade with such a frontage. .
t) • fir ' ^ • ^avc l011 estimated the cost of the amended line from St. Leonards to Milson’s
Point ? With the 1 in 50 grade P
384. Tes ; and with the deviations ? It would be £16,000 more.
385. What would be the total ? The original estimate was £127,000 for works, so that the amended line
would cost £143,000. .

would the cost of that line be increased by resumptions ? I have not got an estimate of 
a . it would be increased to some extent, but not very largely, because the line goes for some distance 

through the unimproved land belonging to the Berry Estate.
387. Can you give us an accurate estimate of the increase in cost which the land resumptions will cause ?
Tes, it is £5,700, as estimated by the Land Valuer.
388. What is the exact length of the line originally proposed from St. Leonards to Milson’s Point ? Two 
miles 21 chains.
389. What will be the length of the amended line ? As it is shown upon the plan, about 2 miles 60 chains—
that is about hall a mile more. I should mention that the extra length is not absolutely necessary to 
a low ol the improvement m grade, but that while looking into the matter I thought it desirable to make 
better provision lor wayside stations at Bay-road, and possibly at Edwards’-road. On the original line 
t lere has not oeen very much allowed for better grades just where the train would have to stop, but on 
grading this new line I have provided longer stretches of easy grades, so that the trains may be able to 
start and stop properly. ° > j
on?' mi°U tav® Provided better station accommodation than was originally allowed ? Tes.
391. there will be two stations between Milson’s Point and St. Leonards ? Tes, probably. It will of 
course be necessary to have a station at Bay-road. There is no population about Edwards’-road at 
present, but I have not the slightest doubt that when that place comes to be built upon a station will be 
wanted there.
ono' d^stance would the Bay-road station be from Milson’s Point ? On the deviation ?

•393. Tes . Bay-road is eleven and three-quarter miles on the new line.
394. Will you give me the distance from Milson’s Point ? One mile 50 chains.
395. And would the next station be midway between St. Leonards and Bay-road? Tes, though rather
nearer Bay-road. b
39?' J™J°Urje®timafel do you delude the cost of station buildings at those places ? At Bay-road, but 
not at itdwaras -road, because there is no population at the latter place.
** l o cariT ou^ original*plan, including the whole of the resumptions, would
cost about £148,000 P .Not including resumption. ' '
398. What would it cost to bring the line to the head of Lavender Bay, providing for a passenger 
station by 809 feet of resumption, instead of by 2,300 feet ? There would not be more than 800 feet of 
lesumption. You would have to resume about half of it. In any case you would require room for the 
diverging lines as you approach the station for shunting purposes.
399. By how much would the £143,000 be reduced if you had a station at the head of Lavender Bay,
providing for the passenger accommodation and for the light suburban goods traffic ? The amount I
should cut out is, as I have already said, £10,000.
400. Tou have not taken into consideration the resumptions which I think you said the £143,000 would
include ? No. £143,000 is for works alone. '
401. Then the cost of constructing a line at the head of Lavender Bay and of building a passenger station
there would be £133,000 ? Not to the head of the bay—half way down the bay. •
402. lam speaking about where it is proposed to have a passenger station—how many feet frontage are
there to the water ? About 1,100. J °
403 Would the whole of that have to be resumed ? Tes. A calculation has been made with regard 
to it. &
404. Is that included in the £67,000 ? Tes.
405. What have you allowed for the 1,100 feet ? £25,000.
406. Tou save on that then about £42,000 in resumption ? Tes.

midway between the head of Lavender Bay and Milson’s Point there would be a saving 
of £42,000 ? There would be £10,000 saving in construction. 6
408. And £42,000 in resumption ? Tes.
409. Would it not be necessary to extend the tram to the railway station if this scheme were carried out ? "
X think it would be desirable to extend tbe tram down to tbe station.
410 I think you said it would be necessary ? No ; I did not say that it would be necessary, but I think 
that it would be desirable to do so.
^aaaY11?* WOuld be the lengtl1 of t}ie tram line from the station to Willoughby-street ? I think I 
1,200 feet. J
412. And what would it cost ? I put the cost down at £5,000. -
413. Would any resumption be necessary ? Eor the tram lines ?
414. Tes ? T es.
415. Can you tell us about what the cost of resumption would be ? No ; I have no information
approach would certainly be required. . ’
416. Can you get a roadway of easy gradient from the head of Lavender Bay, or at least from where it is 
proposed that the passenger station shall be, to.Willoughby-street ? No; the gradient would be suitable 
tor a tramway only. The road marked on the map would have a gradient of 1 in 14, but there are grades

■ as

said

An
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H. Deane, as steep as that in Alfred-street, near Milson’s Point. I see that I was asked on a previous, occasion, 
Esq. “ What length of tram line would that require ? ” and that I said, “ About 1,030 feet.” I estimated the

C0s^ ak a^0Uti £5,000. ■ ,
25 June, 89 . Have you considered the possibility of getting a line with a better grade from St. Leonards to Mil

son’s Point by a more easterly route than that marked‘on the map? No; I have not seriously 
considered it.
418. You know, nothing of the suggestion made to the Committee by Mr. Hamand of a line of railway 
to come on the eastern side of the existing tram line, skirting along Long Cove, and passing by Willoughby 
Falls to the east of the reserves ? I should not he suprised at anything Mr. Hamand suggested.
419. You have not considered that ? No, I have not. .
420. What will be the height of the proposed passenger station above high water at Lavender Bay, 
according to the amended plan ? About 6 feet.

, 421. Would it be possible to save the resumption of the water frontage by the amended plan,.if you were 
to stop at the head of Lavender Bay, instead of coming down midway between the head of Lavender Bay 
and Milson’s Point? No; I do not think that you can make a station there. t
422. Then the estimate you have given is the lowest cost at which proper passenger accommodation
could be provided at Lavender Bay ? Yes; though you require some room for shunting beyond the actual 
length of the station. ' _
423. Mr. Hurley.'] Have you given any consideration to the idea of making Milson's Point an inter
mediate instead of a terminal station ? No. In what way? ' _
424. In view of the possibility of the railway being brought to Circular Quay, and being carried across 
the harbour upon pontoons such as are shown in the photograph before you ? Something in the way of 
a steam ferry ?
425. Ses ? Yes, I have. .
426. From reading, or from knowledge obtained in other ways, are you able to inform us whether the
transportation service shown in the photograph is carried on satisfactorily? I do not know the place 
which is shown in the photograph. _
427. The photograph shows the transportation of trains from Yenetia to the San Francisco side of 
California, where the water is tidal ? On the Sacramento Bivcr I believe that the service is carried on 
satisfactorily. The distance across the water is about IJ miles.
428. It is a service that meets the demands of a very great traffic ? Yes.
429. Do you not think that if the railway were brought down to the Circular Quay and taken over to 
North Shore by a similar service it would bo satisfactory ? I am not sure that it would be of much use

■ to have a steam ferry to carry trains across here. I do not think that it would. I considered the matter 
not very long ago in conjunction with the Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and Elvers, and our conclusion 
was that it would not he worth while to adopt such a system here, because the loss of time in transhipping 
would more than compensate for the shortening of the distance.
430. Your chief objection to this system was the loss of time that would be occasioned in taking a large 
punt across the harbour ? lu transhipping the trains—in putting a train on board at one side and 
running it off on the other, I know that the work can be done very rapidly with efficient arrangements, 
but as the distance saved would only be a few miles it would be no gain in time—the running of a train 
over a few extra miles would not take longer than the journey across the harbour.
431. I suppose you admit the necessity of bringing the railway to the Circular Quay, or nearer to the 
harbour than it is at the present time ? Yes.
432. You know that several projects have been put before the Government for doing it ? Yes.
433. If the transportation of trains on punts can be carried on in other parts of the world where there is 
an immense traffic, why can it not be carried on here ? If it was necessary to carry the traffic in that way 
it could he satisfactorily done here.
434. Admitting that such a system would be satisfactory in its working, it would not be necessary to have 
a large area of land at Milson’s Point or at any other point on North Shore for a station ? In that 
ease, no.
435. At Milson’s Point there would only be an intermediate station between the metropolitan station and 
some place further north ? Yes.
436. Therefore sidings and all the paraphernalia attending terminal stations would not be necessary ? No.
437. So that a large expenditure of money in reclaiming and resuming land would be saved to the State ? 
Yes.
438. Do you not think that the saving which would be made in that way would justify the Government 
in constructing pontoons such as I have suggested ? I still do not think it desirable to adopt the method 
which you have suggested. I should like to call attention to a plan (produced) which I have brought, and 
which I had with me on the llth of this month. My object in bringing it was to show what could be 
done in the erection of a station here. I do not intend to speak as an authority upon traffic management, 
but it is quite clear that very little space would be required to deal with the land of traffic which wo should 
'have at Milson’s Point. I take it that there would bo suburban trains running, we will say, to Hornsby, 
or part of the way, and, perhaps, in the course of a few years, leaving every quarter of an hour, and there 
would be no branch lines. These trains would go regularly backwards and forwards, so that one dock 
with a couple of platforms would serve all requirements, and a third line in between the platforms would 
provide standing room for a few extra carriages. At the end of the platform points will be laid down so 
that the engines could change ends. Two platforms such as I suggest would serve all the traffic that 
there is likely to be for an indefinite period ; and if a further dock was required it could be placed at 
one side of the platform, and would accommodate through traffic and anything else for which it was 
needed. So you see that a very narrow space is really all that is necessary for a passenger station.
439. What width of land would the construction of such a station necessitate ? The width of the station 
as shown here is 140 feet. Then there is the tramway. On the plan I have shown the end of the 
tramway is diverted.
440. Did I understand you to say before that you proposed to make special provision for the landing of 
passengers and their luggage from the ferry boats ? On the plan, a steamer is shown which is specially 
adapted for this work. There is a passage down the middle of it from the southern end, and a side 
passage outwards on the right-hand side. It was proposed that such a steamer should run into a dock at

, Circular
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Circular Quay, and that the passengers should he enabled to take tickets there for the railway. There H. Deane, 
would be porters in attendance to look after the luggage and to run it on to the steamer, and at the North ft- 
Shore end, when the steamer came alongside the wharf, they would run it off again. At North Shore 25 june iggO. 
there would be a floating stage, the two end portions of which are fixed, and in the middle there are two ’ ‘
ramps, which would articulate on the fixed portion at the top, and form a platform to enable passengers 
to embark upon or leave the steamers at all conditions of the tide. .
441. Was this sort of steamer designed by the department? Tes; its design was the result of the 
conference which I mentioned that I had had with the Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and Kivers.
442. Do you not think that the time consumed in getting off these ferry steamers and into the train 
would be much more than it would take to transport the train itself upon the pontoons ? I do not think 
it would make much difference.
443. And would not the convenience in one case be much greater than the convenience in the other ?.
The convenience to those going right through would by the pontoon system be very well suited, but then 
the expense would have to be taken into consideration, because to enable the system to be carried out you 
would have to provide specially-constructed docks and steamers.
444. But contrast the expense of such a service with the expense of an overhead bridge, which it has been 
proposed to make. Do you not think that if the pontoon system were adopted there would be no 
necessity for an overhead bridge ? I do not believe in an overhead bridge myself. This place is scarcely 
comparable with the Sacramento B.iver, because the conditions are different. The connection between 
Sydney and the north is already established by the Strathfield-Hornsby Bailway, while at Sacramento 
there is no such connection.
445. Am I right in anticipating that the department has had under consideration the advisability of con
structing a railway to Manly Beach ? I believe that the matter has been before the department, and that 
it has been referred to me for report.
446. It has not been under your consideration in connection with this proposal ? Not up to the present.
I understand that it will come under my consideration.
447. If such a railway were constructed, the connection with the North Shore by way of Strathfield, which 
at present exists, would be of no use to it ? No.
448. But the construction of a pontoon to carry the train across from the Circular Quay would be of
great use in assisting the trade of Manly ? Tes, it might serve that traffic, though it is questionable _
whether it would serve the northern traffic.
449. Can you tell us what instructions you have received about the Manly Beach line ;—is it to be con
tinued eventually to Broken Bay ? I have not yet received any instructions, but I believe that they are 
on the way to me. Mr. Barling told me that a paper was coming to me about them. ■
450. In the event of Parliament deciding that a pontoon connection with North Shore would serve all 
requirements in the carrying on of the trade from the north, would the amount saved in land amount to 
some hundreds of thousands of pounds ? Not so much as that.
451. But a considerable sum would be saved ? I scarcely think so, because the cost of making proper 
docks for these vessels, and of constructing the vessels themselves, would have to be placed against the 
saving in station works and sidings.
452. I did not clearly understand you with regard to the scheme for providing for the coal traffic and 
general merchandise. Do you consider that a separate traffic, and will you have another set of stations 
or sidings besides those at Milson’s Point ? There would be a double line from St. Leonards to the 
head of Lavender Bay, and there it would diverge, the goods traffic coming to the water sooner than the 
passenger traffic.
453. Now, of all the points on North Shore, excluding Milson’s Point, which do you consider as the most 
suitable for coal traffic, as well as for the traffic in wool and general merchandise ? I doubt very much 
whether it is desirable to combine the two classes of traffic.
454. Tou would hold the two separate ? I think they ought to be separated. To mix up coal and wool . .
would be undesirable—coal is a dirty traffic. '
455. Suppose we say a large coal traffic? I would not have the coal traffic in Lavender Bay.
456. Do you favour Bobertson’s Point, remembering that the Government is possessed of a large amount 
of frontage there, in preference to any other point as the terminus for the traffic ? Tes ; I favour Cremorne 
as the terminus for this traffic. The Government having frontage there is greatly in its favour.
457. The depth of water and everything is suitable ? Tes.
458. Mr. Copeland.'] Do you still adhere to the opinion that it would be better to have the passenger 
station at Milson’s Point than midway between the head of the bay and that point ? Tes.
459. Tou still recommend that it should be at Milson’s Point ? Tes, for two reasons: the ferry journey 
to Sydney would be shorter, and by placing the passenger station at Milson’s Point you would leave room 
for the goods traffic higher up the bay.
460. Do you propose that the Government should run the special ferry of which you have been speaking ?
I do not make any proposal about it. It might be desirable for the Government to run it, or they might 
make some arrangement with the existing company—it is a matter of detail.
461. According to the plan you propose to make different wharfage accommodation for the ferry-boats 
from that which they have at the present time ? By-and-bye, but not immediately.
462. Do you not propose to carry out the works shown on the plan? Not immediately. That is not 
included in the estimate. As I have endeavoured to show, this scheme provides for a very large amount 
of traffic, and it is not proposed to carry it out in the first instance. It is only proposed to have a 
double platform with three lines of rails in between.
463. Supposing a railway were projected from Milson’s Point round to Shell Cove, Careening Cove, and 
Cremorne, if there were a large traffic a population would spring up along the route and would create a 
passenger traffic, while the line might ultimately be taken across the Spit to Manly, and perhaps to Pitt- 
water;—supposing such a line were constructed, the station at Milson’s Point would be the terminal 
station for two lines—one going to Hornsby, and the other to Pittwater ? Tes.
464. Would there be room at Milson’s Point for such a station ? Tes.
465. Tou feel quite sure that the Bailway Department would not be cramped up and unable to work the 
traffic satisfactorily, as they were at Bedfern ? Yes.
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466. Toil must bear in mind that the suburban trains might have to start away every few minutes, as they 
do from Minders-street Station in Melbourne ? If you have trains running at regular intervals, and all

June 1890 ^ie same class, you can always work the traffic with one platform. A train would come in, fill up, and 
ne’ ’ run out again. It is the having to deal with a large number of trains of different kinds, and from different 

parts of the colony, that causes the difficulty at Kedfern.
467. "Would that not be the case at North Shore ? I would have a separate dock for each line.
468. Would you have room for that ? Tes; I could make room. There could be a still further extension 
of the station in width, so as to provide a dock for the Hornsby local traffic, another for the Manly traffic, 
and a third for the through traffic.
469. What about the tram ? The tram comes down alongside of the station. There would have to be a 
re-arrangement of the traffic, that is all.
470. Still there would be room? Yes ; I am sure that with a re-arrangement of the traffic there plenty 
of room could be found.
471. Would the levels allow you to get away from Milson’s Point to Cremorne and Manly ? Tes; it is 
nearly all one level.
472. Tou would be able to come down to Milson’s Point, and then get away on the same level ? Tes.
473. In that case you would use the northern portion of the eastern side of Lavender Bay for goods ?
Tes. ■
474. Tou think that would give sufficient accommodation for light goods traffic for years to come ? Por 
light and heavy traffic. I do not know what the goods traffic would be, because I have not gone into the 
question, but still 1,560 feet is a pretty good length for a goods’ wharf.
475. Suppose the traffic were timber ? Well, you could have three vessels lying alongside at the same 
time.
476. Do you know how many acres of land the Commissioners had at Bedfern before the recent resump 
tions ? No, I do not.
477. How many acres would you have at Milson’s Point if your scheme were carried out—how many for 
thepassenger traffic, and how many for the goods traffic. You would want a certain amount of space for 
shunting. What is the length of the passenger accommodation ? About 500 feet. After the 800 feet line 
marked on the plan, the lines of railway diverge, and the shunting of trains going into the station will 
take place at some distance beyond that.
478. Tou would have 500 feet in length by what width ? If you want to compare it with the area of
any particular station, I should think it would be necessary to take more than that—about 1,000 feet, or 
14 chains, I think. The average area taken up by passenger stations and road approaches is about 4^ 
acres. The platform here is 400 feet long. -
479. That would accommodate how many carriages ? Ten forty-foot carriages.
480. There would be no insuperable difficulty in tbe way of your moving the tram line further over to get 
additional accommodation if required? No, none whatever.
481. Dr. Garran.1^ Will you give us, in a schedule, a clear statement of the various estimates of cost 
which you have supplied to us—first, the estimated cost of the line originally proposed ; then, of the 
l-in-50 grade line; then, of the branch line from the head of Lavender Bay to Milson’s Point; and, lastly, 
of the line to Cremorne, distinguishing the cost of works from the cost of land resumption ? Tes; I will 
append it to my evidence.
482. Mr. Dowel.] In your estimate of the cost of a railway to Cremorne, did you include anything except 
the bare line ? Only the double line.
483. Only the bare line itself—just touching Cremorne ? There would be a certain amount of reclamation.
484. Do you provide for that in your estimate ? Tes, to some extent, but not for the total reclamation 
that would be required. '
485. Do you provide for the particular class of goods traffic which you propose to bring there ? There 
was no wharf provided for.
486. Tou were asked whether a road could be obtained from the head of Lavender Bay—could not a 
better grade be obtained at Milson’s Point than at Lavender Bay, to provide access to the station ? Do 
you mean the passenger station ?
487. Tes ? It would be about the same thing. The grade at the point is, I think, 1 in 14, and the 
gradient of the road down which the tramway would be brought would be about the same.
488. Have you ascertained the exact grade ? Tes; it has been calculated.
489. I understood you to say last time that it was 1 in 18 ? I was speaking then of an approach for goods 
traffic.
490. Tou told the Committee the other day that by the reclamation of the shores of the east side of 
Lavender Bay you could get 2,300 feet on a straight run. That at 3 chains wide would give you an area 
of how much ? About lOf acres.
491. Do you not think that that would be sufficient for many years to come for goods and passenger 
traffic ? I think so. I think I stated that.
492. Are you aware that Mr. Eddy, in his examination before a Boyal Commission, recently stated that he 
considered 10 acres sufficient for a city terminus ? That was the area which it was proposed to take out 
of Hyde Park.-
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The Committee further considered the proposed Railway to connect the North Shore Railway with
deep waters of Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point. 500 501 502 * 504 505 506 507 508 509

the

Cecil West Darley, Esq., Engineer-in-Chief for Harbours and Rivers, sworn, and examined :—
493. Dr. Garran.'] Is it your viewthat the transit of passengers across the harbour should be in the hands C. W.Darley,
of the Government, or would you leave it to a private company ? I think that if the transit of 
passengers across the harbour is to he in connection with the railway, it had better be put into the hands 
of the Railway Department.
494. You think that it would be necessary for the Government to have charge of the passenger transit 
from the railway on one side to that on the other P I think so.
495. You are making your preparations with a view to that P That is how I thought it over, but I have 
made no preparations. When I was in America some years ago I looked into this matter, and I found 
that in all cases where a town was separated by water from the railway, the Railway Company provided 
transit boats for the passengers. Several of the railways leaving New York, such as the Pennsylvania, 
and the Baltimore and Ohio lines, start from the other side of the river, and each company provides its 
own transit boats to take the passengers across. The company take charge of your luggage at the quay, 
label it on board the boat, and allow you to buy your railway ticket on the way across.
496. Does the ferry at San Erancisco belong to the Railway Company ? It does—you mean the Oakland 
ferry ?
497. You do not know of a case in America where a railway company leaves itself at the mercy of a private 
ferry company in respect to the matter of passenger transit ? I do not remember coming across a case.
498. What railway ferries in America did you inspect ? I inspected the ferry between San Erancisco and 
Oaklands, and another ferry—I forget what they term it—belonging to the Union Pacific Company, and 
some miles out of San Erancisco, where the whole train is taken across the Sacramento River on a very 
large boat. There the passengers do not have to move out of their carriages. At New York I crossed on 
two or three different ferries to the Baltimore and Ohio line to Philadelphia, and to the Pennsylvania 
Company’s line. I think the last-named Company have two ferries. I went to a ship-building yard near 
Washington—I cannot remember the name of the town—and there saw some of these boats building, and 
had a long conversation with the builders. They gave me a set of plans of the boats.
499. Some of these American ferries are close to the grand terminus of the railway, as at New York?
Yes. '

Esq.

26 June, 1890.

500. In such cases do they take the whole train across, or merely unship the passengers ? They tranship 
the passengers.
501. In the case of Detroit, where the ferry occurs in the middle of the journey, they transport the whole 
train P Yes, as is similarly done on the Sacramento River.
502. If the northern train came down to the North Shore here we should have|an example of the former 
class of ferries ? North Shore would be the terminal station.

, 503. Would you consider it necessary, in a case like that, to transport the whole train ? No.
504. Then you do not propose to have a train-ferry across the harbour ? I should like to explain that I 
think there would be no necessity for taking the train across the harbour unless the railway was brought 
down to the water’s edge on this side. I am not aware of what it is proposed to do on this side. At present 
there is no connection with the water on this side, so that there will be no necessity for taking the train 
across.
505. But altogether apart from that, the people coming down by rail to the North Shore, whether from 
short or long distances, would be coming to Sydney ; their business would be in Sydney. You would not 
then consider it necessary here, where the ferry is at the terminus of the journey—and the distinction 
which I wish to make is between a ferry occurring at the end of a journey, and one occurring en route— 
to make any provision for carrying the whole train over ? Certainly not.
506. In your plan you do not think of bringing the train across ? No. '
507. You are planning a ferry like that at Brooklyn, which is purely a passenger and vehicular ferry ? I 
should provide only for passengers and their luggage. I did not think of making provision for vehicles. 
The plan which I found was usually adopted in America, and which I would recommend as the best, is to 
have a number of large luggage trollies, such as they have at the Redfern Railway Station. As the 
luggage is taken off the cab at the wharf it is put on to one of these trollies, and when a trolly is 
full it is run on board the steamer and carried across. On the arrrival of the steamer at the other side 
the trollies are run on shore again alongside of the goods vans, and the luggage put into the train, so that 
it is only twice handled.
508. But supposing the railway were brought down to Eort Macquarie, which is one of the schemes of 
the Railway Commissioners, continuing the line from Hyde Park, so as to have the least distance across 
the water, would it not be almost necessary to have a punt with rails on it, so that trucks filled with 
luggage or special commodities could be taken across by it;—do you contemplate making the ferry-boat 
large enough to bring over trucks or brake vans whenever it may be desirable not to shift their contents ? 
I do not see the necessity for it. You could run trucks round by Strathfield.
509. Supposing some bricks had to be sent from the brick-kilns at North Shore to some place along the
suburban lines, would it not be convenient to have the trucks brought across in the ferry so as to prevent 
any extra handling ? If the bricks were going to the city it would be better to put them on a dray and 
bring them across on the transit boat. Bricks are expensive things to handle, and it is very often cheaper 
to cart them direct to their destination than to send them by train. 510.
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C- W. Darley, g^Q. Are you clear that it is a wise thing to have the ferry exclusively for passengers and their luggage, 
or are y0U going to make a ferry capable of carrying trucks ? I should not recommend that a ferry 

26 June 1889 caPa^^e carrying trucks be used here.
’ ‘ 511. Then the steamboats which you would require would not have to be much larger than those in use

at present ? No ; not very much larger.
512. Tou would separate the vehicular traffic from the passenger traffic absolutely ? Tes.
513. Tou would leave that to private enterprise ? Tes; unless the Government thought fit to look 
after it.
514. As a Government officer you do not think that you are called upon to do more than provide for 
the railway traffic proper—-you are not going to cut out the private company ? The Government took the 
matter up. They would practically cut out the private ferry to Milson’s Point, because the competition 
would be too keen if two sets of boats were running. It would be better for the Government to mono
polise the passenger traffic.
515. Tou would leave the goods traffic to private enterprise ? Tes ; I would leave the transit of goods to 
private enterprise.
516. If this ferry is to be for passengers only, is it very important whether we start from Port Macquarie 
and go to Milson’s Point, or from the head of Circular Quay and go right into Lavender Bay;—would it 
make much difference which route were adopted ? There is a limit, unless you went to the expense of a 
large number of boats. Tou would want to keep up a quarter of an hour service, so that the steamboat 
ought to be able to make the journey and load and unload during that time. If it could do so, you would 
require three boats, two of which would be running while the third was being repaired.
517. If it were your own private speculation, you would find out the difference between the cost of 
bringing the railway to the point and of the extra steamers which you would require if you did not bring 
it so far? Tes.
518. "Would it not be very much cheaper to have an extra steamer than to make expensive lines to the
points which I have mentioned, simply to shorten the water journey ? Tou would have to keep that as 
short as possible. Tou can always run more quickly by train than you can by steamer, so that it would 
be better to bring the train as near to the point as possible. I recommend that the train be brought to 
.the point. I do not think that it should be left at the head of the bay. _
519. Would you advise us to incur the extra expense of taking the railway from Lavender Bay to Milson’s 
Point on the north side, and from Princes Stairs to Port Macquarie on the south side, in order to save the 
expense of two or more extra boats ? I should start the ferry-boats from the head of Circular Quay and 
run them to Milson’s Point, where I should bring the passengers by train.
520. Tou take the head of the bay on one side, and the point on the other? Tes.
521. Do you know what it would cost to take the railway from the head of Lavender Bay to Milson’s 
Point? Tou must have a calling-place at Milson’s Point to suit the convenience of passengers. A very 
large portion of the passenger traffic must at all times land at Milson’s Point. There is a very large 
settlement in that neighbourhood.
522. A passenger station at the head of Lavender Bay will not suit the convenience of a large number of 
North Shore people ? It will not suit a large number of them. I do not propose that the ferry-boat 
should call from wharf to wharf, but that it should carry out a special service between two wharves.
523. If the railway terminus were at the head of Lavender Bay, you think that the ferry-boat would have 
to call at Milson’s Point to suit the convenience of the public ? Undoubtedly.
524. Could you not leave that to private enterprise ? Then there would be two boats running to practi
cally the same place.
525. No ; the private boat would run to Milson’s Point, while the other boat would run straight to the 
railway station at Lavender Bay ; the two 1X01114 not compete ? I think it is cutting it too fine to run 
two boats to almost the same place. I would strongly recommend that the railway be brought to the point, 
and that that be made the stopping-place for the boats.
526. It is half a mile between the point and Lavender Bay, and the railway service which we are contem
plating is not for the benefit of the people living on the promontory near Milson’s Point—they -would 
benefit very little by it—but for the benefit of the people who live along the line of route ? Apart from 
that I am not aware whether you could get sufficient wharf accommodation at the head of the bay to carry 
on any amount of traffic. It would pay to bring the railway down to the point, so as to make use of the 
water frontage along the bay for wharfage purposes. _
527. Tou think it would pay the Government to extend the line to the point, because the property which 
would have to be reclaimed would become so valuable ? I think it would be desirable to continue it to 
the point in order to get sufficient wharfage for supplies and goods.
528. Then your argument on behalf of the extension of the railway is that the Government might make 
a good land speculation by means of it ? Tes, and to provide -wharfage accommodation. Tou would get 
good wharfage accommodation all along that side of Lavender Bay.
529. Tou think it would be a good investment for the Government to reclaim the land along the shores 
of Lavender Bay as far as Milson’s Point ? Tes.
530. And you recommend the extension of the railway to the point on that ground ? Tes.
531. And not because it would be necessary to bring the passenger traffic to Milson’s Point ? The 
extension would also be necessaiy for the better working of the passenger traffic.
532. Do you think it would be required if the railway were made? Tes, and the railway will make 
traffic for itself according as you allow facilities for it.
533. Do you think the whole of the extension vrould be wanted? I think so ; but I do not know what 
the sections of the railway are. I do not know whether the line could be brought down to the water at 
the head of Lavender Bay, or whether it would be high up there.
534. We have been told by Mr. Deane that he can bring it down to within 7 feet of the wharf level at 
the head of the bay, and that at the new site it w'ould be quite to the wffiarf level ? Several things have 
to be taken into consideration in looking at the matter. The head of the bay is more or less shallow, so 
that you would have to reclaim the land for some distance out, and it would not be such a convenient 
place for running the steamers to as Milson’s Point is, because at the latter place the steamer wrould lio 
parallel with the shore.
535. I admit the convenience of the Milson’s Point project, but is it worth the expense which' will have
to be gone to to carry it out ? I think so. I think that every convenience of that kind will pay for 
itself in time, and will enable the railway to make a trade for itself. 536.
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536. To come back to the question of tbe ferry service. I suppose that the reason why ferries have been C. W. Darley, 
adopted on the American railways is because bridges at those places would be practically impossible ?
Tes. ' r ^'
537. Do you know of any case where a ferry has been superseded by a bridge? Of course to some 26^une,189(*' 
extent the ferries have been superseded by bridges. Tou might say that the Brooklyn Bridge superseded
the ferries. But as a matter of fact they are still running there. There is a very large traffic across the 
Brooklyn Bridge, but it has not been able to run off a single ferry-boat.
538. Do you think that in looking at this connection between North Shore and Sydney wo ought'to go 
into the question of the expense of ferry-boats, and the cost of the extension of the railway to the points 
on each side which have been mentioned, on the assumption that a bridge is for the present impracticable, 
or are we justified in going to that expense in view of the probability of a bridge being constructed 
within a few years ? My opinion is that the ferries would hardly lose a passenger if a bridge were 
made.
539. Tou think that it is worth while to establish this ferry system now, even if a bridge is to be made ?
Tes ; I think that there will be as many passengers crossing by the ferry after the bridge is made as there 
are now, though the bridge may draw the traffic away for a short time.
540. Tou think that we may dismiss the idea of a bridge for a time as not interfering with the system 
about which we are talking ? Tes.
541. We can go on with the ferry system whether there is a bridge or not? The bridge must start from 
high ground, and would land its passengers, say at Obelisk Hill, so that it would not serve a large number 
of the population. Passengers coming over by the ferry would be taken from the low ground, and would 
be landed near their offices, so that abridge would not interfere much with the local traffic.
542. Suppose the bridge were built, do you think travellers making for Sydney by the North Shore line
would prefer coming down to Milson’s Point, and transhipping into the ferry, to keeping in their carriages 
and going across the bridge in the railway ? The through passengers by railway would not prefer to come 
down to Milson’s Point. ^
543. All passengers brought by the railway would go over the bridge ? I have no doubt that if they were 
going to Sydney they would go over the bridge, if it were made.
544. Supposing the bridge were made, and the train ran across it into Sydney, would there be any railway 
traffic down to Milson’s Point ? There would for goods coming to the water.
545. Only for goods intended to be sent away in ships ? Tes.
546. The line would not be superseded ? Not altogether.
547. But its value would be somewhat diminished? No doubt its value would he somewhat diminished, 
but I think it is still worth while to make it down to the water’s edge. Every time that you bring a 
railway to the water traffic follows it. It makes a connection at once.
548.. Notwithstanding the expense of the line, you think it is wise to make it, although there is a 
possibility of a bridge being constructed some years hence ? I do. I think that the line will pay for 
itself in time. "
549. Do you mean to pay interest on its cost, or pay itself off ? Pay the interest. That it will make a 
traffic, and pay for itself.
550. It would create a paying traffic, and would continue to have a paying traffic, after the bridge was 
built ? I think so. I think there should be a good deal of traffic to and from the water there.
551. Now with regard to Lavender Bay—that is everyway as fine a bay for shipping purposes as the 
Circular Quay ? Tes; there is very good water there, except at the head, where it is shallow.
552. And plenty of room to move ships about ? Tes.
553. The largest ships that come to the port could easily be dealt with there ? Tes.
554. It is in every respect as good a-mercantile cove as Sydney Cove ? I think it is, very nearly. Just 
at this minute I do not know whether it is quite so wide.
555. Would it be as easy for ships to go in and out of it'? Tes, quite as easy.
556. But is it as good a place for sending goods away inland. Is the shore line towards the interior as 
accessible as it is on the south side. ;Is Lavender Bay as good and convenient a harbour for access for 
commercial purposes from behiud as the bays on the south side ? No, because the railway does not 
come to the North Shore. .
557. -But if it did ? I think that where the railway is situated now all the southern and western traffic 
must come to the Sydney side.
558. Do you think "that the northern traffic would come to the North Shore ? I think that a great deal of 
the northern traffic would gravitate to the North Shore.
659. Do you think that if the railway were brought down to the water’s edge there that would become 
a commercial terminus ? I do. I think there ought to be a good deal of trade coming there from the 
north.
560. If you were the chairmain or the director of the Northern railway—if you were managing it as a 
private speculation, would you have any hesitation in extending the line to the deep waters ? None 
whatever—it would give the command of a water frontage, which undoubtedly would be a great benefit.
561. I gather that the result of your evidence is that you look forward to having a ferry service exclus
ively for passengers, running from the head of Sydney Cove to Milson’s Point, and that you think that 
the Northern railway should be brought right to the point, to do justice to the traffic ? Tes.
562. Chairman.] Is it proposed to close Newcastle as a port ? No, I think not.
563. Then, how do you come to the conclusion that goods will come from the north to Milson’s Point.
What class of goods will do that ? We find that an immense quantity of goods now come from the north.
564. But what class of goods will come to Milson’s Point from the north ? The railway will make a 
trade for itself to a very large extent.
565. Tou say that you believe that goods will'come to Milson’s Point from the north. Tou have told us
that you believe that this line will be a paying line if it is brought down to Milson’s Point, because goods 
will come there from the north. What goods do you anticipate will come from the north, passing New
castle ? I understand now that we are to have a shipping place for wool, and that wool stores can be 
erected at North Shore shortly. That will bring wool down. '
566. Tou think that the fact of those stores being erected at North Shore will bring wool there from the 
north ? If the stores are erected there wool must be brought to them by the line.
567. Must ? Whatever wool business they do will be in wool brought by that line.
668. Is that the principal class of goods which you anticipate will come to Milson’s Point from the north,

and
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C. W. Darley, and which will help to make the line pay ? I have not much to do with the goods traffic, hut I see goods 
traffic passing down the Northern line every time I travel over it, which is very often, so that I know 

' j" !T' there is a good deal of traffic passing down that lino. _ _
une’ ' 569. Tou have told the Committee that, in your opinion, if the line is brought down to Milson’s Point, it 

will pay, and one of the reasons which you assign for that opinion is that goods will come from the 
north to Milson’s Point. I ask you what goods wall do so ? Itis a matter into which I have not gone very 
much.
570. Tou see that you have sworn that goods will come from the north to Wilson’s Point, and that that 
will be one of the elements of the profit made by the line. But now you cannot tell us what those goods 
will be. Take wool for example. Do you imagine that the carriage of wool from the north will be increased 
by the extension of the line into Milson’s Point ? I am speaking of the traffic generally. I find that 
wherever railways are made to the water’s edge a traffic is created. I found the same thing in the old 
country, and I have had experience in South Wales, at Newport, Cardiff, Swansea, &c.
571. That is where you have a producing district at the back of the water. Have you a producing district 
between Milson’s Point and Newcastle? We find the railway traffic passing Newcastle now. The 
railway has made its own traffic through Newcastle.
572. What class of goods is passing Newcastle? Produce of all kinds is coming through now, and did so 
even before the Hawkesbury Bridge was constructed.
573. Do' you know that since the railway has been open to Newcastle less wool has come to Sydney than 
came previously—that there are more direct shipments of wool from Newcastle now than there were four 
or five years ago ? No ; on the contrary, I understand there has been a falling off.*
574. Mr. Hurley^] I understand you to say that you have visited Detroit and Sacramento ? Sacramento, 
not Detroit.
575. During your visits you paid special attention to the pontoons used there for conveying trains across 
from one point to another ? Tes.
576. Did you learn whether the system worked satisfactorily ? I only visited one place where it is 
carried out.
577. Did you notice whether the system in use between Yenetia and California was giving general satis
faction ? It struck me that it wa,s. It seemed to work very well indeed.
578. I suppose that in going from one point to another the question of time is of great importance ? Tes.
579. Have you taken into consideration the time which it will take to tranship the passengers and their 
luggage with the system which you propose ? I do not look upon the station at Milson’s Point as an 
intermediate station. I look upon it as a terminal station.
580. If Milson’s Point is made a terminal station there will be a very short distance between it and 
Redfern ? I think the bulk of the passengers by the line will be coming into Sydney, and when they 
arrive at Circular Quay will take a cab to their destinations. They will not be passing through.
581. But the city is extending to the south-west, and a great number of those travelling from the north 
would live in those suburbs ? I do not think that it would pay to transport the trains across the harbour 
simply for the convenience of a few passengers from the suburbs. It would be better to let them tranship 
into a ferry-boat.
582. Notwithstanding the service which you hare seen between Sacramento and San Prancisco you are
emphatically opposed to anything in the shape of a pontoon bridge to connect Sydney with the North 
Shore ? I think there is no necessity for a vessel such as they have to cross the Sacramento River. That 
ferry is a great many miles out of San Prancisco. It is not near a terminal station. Near San Prancisco 
itself the passenger traffic is stopped at Oakland. They do not take the train into San Prancisco. That 
is a parallel case to this. .
583. I suppose you admit that the saving of time is essential to all travellers ? Tes.
584. But have you compared the time which would be occupied in getting into a steamer on this side, and 
then transhipping into a train on the other side with the time which would be occupied in transporting a 
train across ? I think the time consumed in breaking up a train and putting it on board a transport 
would be greater than that consumed by the transshipment of passengers into a ferry-boat.
585. The time expended in transhipment with the pontoon system would be greater than that expended 
with your system ? It would. Yt Sacramento they have to break the train up into three parts.
586. That is a photograph of the Sacramento service before you ? Tes.
587. I suppose you have some idea of what the cost of a pontoon such as is shown there would be, and of 
the cost of building a large station at North Shore, as it is proposed to do by the department ? I do not 
think that it would be necessary to have a large station at North Shore, and, even if you brought the train 
over to Sydney, you would want a station there.
588. Can you tell us what is the object of the boring operations now being carried on between the 
Circular Quay and North Shore ? No, I could not.
589. Have they anything to do with your department ? No. The boring punt belongs to our department, 
but we have lent it to the Railway Department. I have not seen the result of the work, nor do I know 
exactly what it is for.
590. During your inspection of the American transport system, did you ever hear anything antagonistic to 
it ? No, I did not. It seemed to answer all purposes very well.
591. But you do not think that the system is suited to the short distance between Circular Quay and 
Milson’s Point ? No ; because Milson’s Point will be a terminal station.
592. Mr. O' Sullivan.'} Do you think that if Milson’s Point were made a shipping place for large vessels it 
would interfere with the fairway between Dawes’ Point and Milson’s Point. If the railway is extended as 
proposed, it will come almost to the point, and I presume that the shipping will be just inside the point? 
That will not interfere with the fairway.
593. Are you well acquainted with the shore round Cremorne and those other bays ? Not very well.
594. Prom your knowledge of them do you think that they would make good shipping places for wool, 
coal, and produce ? A very fine line of wharves could be constructed there.
595. Is not the water deep ? There is very good water there.
596. If, when the bridge is constructed, a line of railway is run into the city and round Darling Harbour, 
do you think it likely that wool and heavy produce will be brought to Cremorne for shipment ? I think

that
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that wherever you make your wharf you will find the traffic growing year by year—of course, if you do C. W.Darley, 
not overdo it. Xou will find that the traffic will come to the wharves. ®s<k
597. At the present time there is not enough wharfage accommodation for the shipping coming to 26jime"*1890
Port Jackson? There is very nearly enough—it is increasing every day. ’ ‘
598. There are plenty of private wharves, but there are not enough Government wharves ? Some of the 
private wharves are not doing so well now, because large steamers are being substituted for small sailing 
vessels.
599. Do you think that we should do well if we spent money at Cremorne ? If we made it a coal-shipping 
depot—that would probably be wanted in Sydney before long.
600. Tou are not certain that there will be much wool sent from Newcastle? None will be sent from
Newcastle. .
601. Nor coal ? No.
602. Do you think that coal will be sent from Teralba to Lake -Macquarie? There are mines opened 
up there where they have proved the coal. It will depend upon the distance from Sydney. If the coal 
is nearer to Sydney than it is to Newcastle it will, with equal facilities for transit, gravitate to Sydney.
603. If we get wool or heavy produce brought down on the Southern or Western lines, and if 
wharves are carried out at, and a railway extended to, Cremorne, it will have- to be taken across the 
harbour by the bridge to the shipping place ? It is a question whether Cremorne is the best place, 
or whether the wharves should not be constructed higher up the harbour. I think that some of them might 
be constructed at Glebe Island, or in that neighbourhood.
604!. Do you think that it is preliminary to construct wharves at Cremorne or Lavender Bay ? I think 
Lavender Bay is a very good place. The water frontage would not be so extensive as at Cremorne ; but 
I think that it would be sufficient for some time to come.
605.. Mr. Copeland.'] Tou were speaking about the ferries from New Tork to Brooklyn—do not those 
ferries belong to the railway companies, to private companies ? To the railway companies.
606. Do you not think that the principle is different when private companies own the railways from what 
it is when the Government own them ;—do you think that it is the duty of the Government to enter into 
competition with private companies in the same way as a private company would enter into competition 
with another private company ? I think that in carrying passengers in this way it would bo desirable for 
the ferry to be in the hands of the Kailway Department.
607. Of the Government ? Of the Government. My idea is that passengers should be able to drive to 
the wharf and get out of their cabs, leaving their luggage to be looked after by the porters. Tou will not 
find that the private ferry campanies will put on porters. At the present time, if you have a portmanteau 
you must carry it on board yourself. I would have a ticket-office on board the steamer, so that 
passengers could buy their railway tickets there.
608. Supposing there were two passengers by the train, one getting out at Milson’s Point, and the other 
going on to Sydney, you would provide at your own expense a steam-ferry for the convenience of one 
man, but would you provide cabs for the other man ? No.
609. Where is the difference in principle ? The Government have to take charge of the luggage, and 
they would label it on board the steamer.
610. I was speaking of passengers only ? Through passengers would always have luggage. Tou must 
have somebody to take charge of your luggage.
611. Would not the other man want some one to take charge of his luggage, and ought you not to proidde 
a parcel delivery van for him ? No, no more than you would provide a parcel delivery van at this end.
612. Would you consider the station at Milson’s Point a terminal station, or would you consider the 
Circular Quay the terminus of the line ? The Circular Quay would practically be the terminal station, 
except that you would not come across in the train. I know that the system which I am advocating is 
the one found to work best in America. There you book right through.
613. That is with a private company ? All the railways are managed by private companies there.
614. A railway company naturally desires to obtain the last farthing of profit from the passengers. Do
you think it is the duty of the Government to follow out the same principle, and cut against existing 
private enterprise, such as the existing steam-ferry ? To carry that to an extreme you would not make a 
railway at all. ,
615. I think you will see that there is a difference in principle between making a railway to open up set
tlement on Crown lands, and establishing a ferry service to North Shore ? I think it would be very 
inconvenient to have the railway and ferry service in different hands. The Commissioners should be able ,
to control the running of the steamers so as to make it fit in with the running of the trains.
616. When a passenger left the train at Milson’s Point, would not the Government cease to have any 
control over him, just as at Itedfern ? The Government provide trams at Itedfern.
617. That is not because of the railway, but because the traffic is there. If you make the railway to 
North Shore the case will be exactly similar? I do not exactly see it in that light myself.
618. Have you any reason to doubt that the North Shore Ferry Company will not be able to meet all 
requirements, judging from what they are doing at present? No doubt they could, but to carry out my 
idea of issuing tickets and booking the luggage on board of the steamers, I think the management of 
the ferry would have to be in the hands of the Bailway Commissioners.
619. But is there any real necessity for issuing tickets on board the steamers. Would not the passengers 
be able to provide their own means of getting to their destination from the railway ? I look upon it as a. 
matter of public convenience.- Tou would drive down to the steamer from your hotel, and when you 
arrived at the wharf your luggage would be taken from you and carried on board. At the present time 
you would have to carry it yourself.
620. Have you not to do that at Bedfern ? No. The porters there take your luggage from the cab to 
the train. Tou might wait at the North Shore ferry for a month before any one would do that.
621. If a train -rfrere brought to Milson’s Point, would it not equally be possible for"porters to take the 
luggage on to a private ferry steamer ? Quite possible, but you would have to carry it off the steamer.
622. Have you not to move your own luggage when you take a cab to a hotel. I suppose that out of
those who arrive at Bedfern from a long journey nineteen out of twenty take cabs ? Tes; but the 
porters put their luggage into the cabs. '
623. Could not they do that with a steam-ferry ? No doubt they could if there were any porters.
624. Then there would be no reason for the Government to interfere ? When you arrived on this side
y°u would have to carry your luggage some distance before you could get into a cab again. . 625.
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C. W.Darley, g25. When a ferry steamer arrives at Circular Quay would you provide a G-overnment porter to carry 
Es<l' your luggage home for you? Wo, hut you would want to get your luggage from the steamer into a cab, 

gfiT^^Taon an(^ J011 would- hau6 to carry it 40 or 50 yards. A private company would not put anybody on to do that 
une, o. y0U_ At least they do not do it now.

026. Would not the cabman do it ? He could not leave his cab to go on board a steamer—he would not 
be allowed to do that.
027. I think there are generally porters at most of the wharves. When a steamer arrives from Brisbane, 
Tasmania, or Melbourne, are there not a number of porters who for Od. or Is. are prepared to carry your 
luggage ? Tes, but I do not think that passengers are fond of paying 6d. or Is. a parcel.
(528. But why should the Government compete with these men and provide porters at the public expense? 
It is done everywhere else ; it is always part and parcel of railway travelling. I have travelled all over the 
continent, and through America, and I have found that porters are always provided.
629. Tou would have a number of porters on the steamboat to be ready to carry the luggage at this end 
to a cab ? The porters would either travel with the luggage, or a few men would be kept on this side—• 
that is the way the thing is worked in New Tork. The luggage would be put into a trolly on the other 
side; and the trolly run on board the steamer, and on this side runoff on to the cab-stand, where the 
luggage would be issued.
630. Is any extra charge made for all that trouble ? No ; I never had to pay excess for luggage at any 
railway station.
631. Then the man who travels without luggage does not get as much for his fare as the man who travels 
with luggage ? Well, that holds good at Bedfern now, or anywhere else.
632. Have you any idea that the steam ferry company at the North Shore is not giving satisfaction at 
present;—is that your reason for trying to introduce a Government ferry ? At the present time, I fancy 
that the service is giving satisfaction, but then there is no railway communication with it. 1 think it 
would be difficult to separate the management of the two services.
633. Would it not have been equally proper, when the railway terminus was at Newcastle, for the Govern
ment to have provided steamers from Sydney to Newcastle—that would only have been a little longer? 
No ; passengers then were not booked through to Sydney, but only to Newcastle.
634. Would they not here book to Milson’s Point ? I think you would find that passengers would not 
be satisfied to take their luggage from Armidale to Milson’s Point. The department would have to issue 
tickets for Sydney.
635. They would not charge to Sydney for those who wanted to stay at the North Shore—they 
would also have to issue tickets for the North Shore ? It would only make a difference of one penny 
or so.
636. I gather from your evidence that you are in favour of the Government taking the ferry out of 
private hands, and expending public money in competing with the existing company ? I think that it 
would be desirable to have a railway and a ferry all under one management.
637. Do you not think that the North Shore Perry Company would be able to claim a considerable 
amount of compensation from the Government if the Government interfered with their trade? I do 
not think so. The Hunter Biver Companies have not been paid anything by the Government 
because of the interference with their trade from Newcastle to SjGney. There is nothing to stop me or 
any other member of the public from starting a ferry company to-morrow, if I get the necessary wharves.
638. Do you think that it is a proper thing for the Government to spend money in driving away private 
enterprise of that kind ? I think it is. I think that it is necessary to have the two services controlled by 
one power. Tou get a sort of divided control if you co-operato with a private ferry company. The 
system of working the ferry in conjunction with the railway was so successful in New Tork, that I am 
satisfied that it would not be so satisfactory if the two services were controlled by different managements.
639. When the passengers by the railway arrive at the Circular Quay you would leave them there 
desolate—you would not provide them with cabs and parcel delivery vans ? Tou would have brought 
them to Sydney, which would be their terminus.
640. With reference to the questions asked by Mr. Hurley about the coal traffic, do you not know the 
country between Lake Macquarie and Sydney pretty well ? Tes.
641. Supposing a coal mine were opened at Wyong, which is 53 miles from Sydney, or at any place south 
of Lake Macquarie, do you not think that it would be better to send the coal to North Shore by railway 
than to Newcastle, and then to ship it from Newcastle to Sydney ? If the coal was coming to Sydney it

. would undoubtedly be better to send it direct by train, but if it was for Melbourne, and half way between
Sydney and Newcastle, I daresay that it would be just as cheap to send it to one place as it would be to 
send it to another.
642. I presume that the coal is one of the sources of traffic that you expect to have on the Northern line ? 
Tes.
643. Supposing there were a good forest of timber between here and Newcastle, would you not expect 
the timber trade to develop? No doubt some of the timber would come this way.
644. Where do you think it would be better to deal with that traffic—at Neutral Bay, at Lavender Bay, or 
at Cremorne ? I have not gone into it fully.
645. Tou have a good deal of knowledge about the timber trade wdiich is carried on at Newcastle. Does 

. it not require a considerable wharfage space there ? I think there would be sufficient space in Lavender
Bay.
646. Both for the timber trade and for the coal trade ? Of course as the trade increased you could extend 
the railway. It seems a long way to carry the line to Careening Cove.
647. Do you not think that in the course of time it will be desirable to extend the railway, say to Middle
Head, Manly Beach, and Newport, where the Government hold large areas of land ? It would have to be 
looked into.11 think it would be better to take a branch line from the heights—that is my first impression—• 
going down to George’s Head from the high level, not running down to Careening Cove, and climbing a hill 
again. ‘ ■
648. Supposing we commenced to export wheat, would it be sent to Sydney or to Newcastle ? I daresay 
that each place would get its share. I daresay Newcastle would get some, but Sydney will command a 
large portion of the trade always, because of the vested interests here.
649. Is there any good land between here and Lake Macquarie which will be likely to send produce here
instead of to Newcastle ? There is some very good land just beyond Gosford, but it has not been much 
developed yet. There is not much coming from it. 650..
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650. Are they not going in for orchards very extensively in that district ? I believe so. C. W. Darley,
G51. (supposing they were exporting fruit to S3'dney, is it not likely that that would develop a large trade 
on the IN orth Shore line ? I did not know that I was going to be asked any questions about the goods 
tiauic. It is not a thing to which I have given much attention. I am speaking of my experience une’ ‘ 
generally in the construction of railways. I know that in Wales, where we opened up virgin districts at 
.Newport, Swansea, and Cardiff, each line made its own traffic.
(>52. Chairman.~\ That is where there is a producing district at the back? I hope that all our coast 
uistrict will be productive as the population increases, I know enough of it to be aware that a good deal of 
the country is capable of producing. At the Newcastle end the country is poor, but at Wyong it is very

6o3. Mr. Bowel.'] Have you given fair consideration to the proposal now before the Committee. I 
presume that you have made yourself acquainted with the physical features of the country through which 
the railway will pass ? I have not had the plans before me, and I have not looked into the matter. I am 
speaking generally of the passenger traffic as it is at present. •
054. Do you know Lavender Bay personally? Yes.
055. You have gone into it ? Yes.
656. You know_ the east side of it pretty well ? Yes.
657. Do you think that it is a suitable place to bring the railway to ? I think that good wharfage could
be made along there. The water is very deep—30 or 40 feet all along. "
6o8. Knowing the bay as you do, where do you consider the best site for a passenger station and for a 
goods station ? The passenger station would be at the Milson’s Point end of the wharf, and the goods 
tramcwould be dealfc with along the bay from that point to the head.
659 j You yould not approve, of a proposal to have the passenger station at the head of the bay and the 
goo s s ation at Miison s Point ? I think it will be better to take the passengers on as far as possible 
by railway, and so shorten the ferry journey. r o r
660. Can you give the Committee any information as to the area of Lavender Bay and the depth of the
water there . I could not tell you the area of the bay off hand, but there is 30 or 40 feet of water all 
over it. .
661. The bay is a large one ? Yes.
rrq- y°ur °Plr|ioll> suitable for shipping purposes ? Yes ; verv suitable indeed.
ubrf. 'VJiat is the depth of the water on the west side of the bay round about M'Mahon’s Point ? It is
very much about the same—30, 32, and 37 feet.
becomes^Tal? ^ ^ ^ you get towards the north-western portion of the bay the water

665. What depth do you make it there ? 10 or 11 feet.
666. What is the depth along the eastern shore from Milson’s Point to the head of the bay ? At Milson’s 

om i runs up o 40 feet, and continues as deep as 22 feet nearly to tbe bead of the bay. Of course at
90% head the bay lt; 13 sila^ow> within 100 feet of where the baths are there is a depth of

-A" ’ ,1 1C W0U^_ -70U, consl<ieI, to be the most suitable point for starting the transit service from ?
i ®.eas ®ri1 ®1<ae’ close to Milson’s Point, so that the ferry-boats would not have to turn. At the

pr sen pie e wharf faces the south, so that the ferry-boats have to turn round. My idea would be to 
"he boats nearly m the same direction all the time.

Circular Quay°Ul<i y°U pr0p°Se t0 have yol“ landinS Point at the Circular Quay ? At the head of the

the cost^of working^t?16 C°S^ ^ s^eam ^ra:ris^ service which you speak of as necessary ? Do you mean

cos* oP pla11* in the first instance—the working expenses would be another matter ? 
I he steamers would cost from £12,000 to £13,000 a piece.
,•<79 w hat d°l™ antlclPatc would be whole cost of the service ? I have not gone very much into it. 
R^u" v°U +aij ,f y£u would require three steamers? Yes. The steamers would cost nearly £40,000. 
Lavender Bay ?thYe^°mmlttee ^ y°U anticiPated that there would he considerable goods traffic in

9 01t WerC onl7. ahte to enumerate one class of goods when the Chairman asked you some
CTnnrlo f-Tj; ^ sPeaPlnK °f the general goods traffic. If you asked me I could not enumerate the

ti™0 C0™1.nS to Kedfern, but I know in a general way that it is very large, 
timiipr n°i n0WaS a matter of fact that large quantities of live stock, wool, wheat, hay, chaff, straw, 
laro-p mian+'+COarPaSSj^eWCaSj^e and con?e t° Sydney ? I do. I mentioned just now that I knew that a 
traffic^ 1 y 0 Soods came down that line, but I really could not enumerate the different classes of

t T? n °£ op‘nion tllat that traffic could be provided for in Lavender Bay for the present—that
Bav n't v . ,e7mP^?,accommoda^on ^or A great deal of it I think is not suitable for Lavender 

’ 7* w°uld he better to run cattle down to the yards at once.
•i 0<i ’ aT’ chaff, straw, timber could you provide for these in Lavender Bay? Yes: we could 

easily make arrangements for them there. J
COnS*dri'(-!^ W!10le ProPosa^ now before the Committee, are you clearly of opinion.that for 

the best 8 ^he best from an engineering point of view ? I think Lavender Bay would be
•lf jh e, ' ^ bring that traffic. I produce a sketch plan to show the system on which the ferry traffic 

might be worked, as explained in my evidence.

271—D
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WEDNESDAY, 2 JULY, 1890.
fteesttni:—

JOSEPH PALMEE ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaieman).
Tlie Hon. John Lacket.
The Hon. Andeew Gakkan.
The Hon. Eeedeeick Thomas Humphery. 
The Hon. "William Joseph Trickett.
The Hon. George Henry Cox.

Jacob Garrard, Esq.
Henry Copeland, Esq.
James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq. 
William Springthorpe Dowel, Esq. 
Edward William O’Sullitan, Esq.

John Hurley, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Bailway to connect the North Shore Bailway with the deep 
. waters of Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point.

Captain John Jackson, Manager of Public Wharfs, made a declaration, and was examined :—
679. Mr. Trickett.'] What are you ? The Manager of Public Wharfs. _
680. Tou are aware that the Committee are considering a proposal to connect the present terminus of the 
railway, at what is called the Crow’s Nest, with Milson’s Point ? I have- seen that stated in the papers.

2 July, 1890. 0g-^_ Tou have not gone into the matter in detail ? Not at all. I do not know anything at all about it.
682. Do you know anything about the wharfage which it is proposed to make ? I have never seen any
thing about it. _
683. Tou come to the Committee entirely uninformed ? I know nothing at all about anything. Ido not
know where they want the wharf, or anything else about the matter. _
684. What have you to do with the wharves? I have to do with the berthing and unberthing of ships.
685. Have you anything to do with the berthing of the large P. & O. and Orient steamers ? I have to be 
down on the wharves to berth them.
686. What time does it take to get one of these ships alongside the wharf ? It depends upon the wind— 
about three-quarters of an hour.
687. Would that be under favourable circumstances ? Tes.
688. Do these vessels interfere at all with the traffic in the Cove ? Not much. .
689. Notwithstanding their great size ? Sometimes they interfere slightly with the ferry steamers. The 
ferry steamers have sometimes to deviate a little from their usual course in order to get clear of them.
690. Is not the ferry traffic the principal traffic in the Cove r Tes.
691. Tou know the foreshore from Milson’s Point round to the head of Lavender Bay ? Tes.
692. What is your opinion with regard to the usefulness of that for wharfage purposes ;—have you 
examined it sufficiently minutely to be able to form one ? I know that the harbour is very narrow there, 
and I do not think that the place would be suitable for wharfage purposes.
693. I am speaking now of the shores in Lavender Bay ? Tes, I understand you.
694. Between Milson’s Point and the bead of Lavender Bay ? Tes. Some years ago the San Erancisco 
mail steamers used to lie there, and there were continual complaints about their being in the way. The 
ship which I commanded—the “ Gladstone”—was lying there once, and there were letters in the paper and 
complaints brought before the Marine Board about its blocking the place up.
695. Erom practical experience then, through one vessel lying there, it was found that Lavender Bay was 
inconvenient for shipping purposes on account of its smallness ? Tes.
696. Suppose a large wool or coal shipping trade were done in that bay, do you think it would be desirable ?
I do not think that a coal shipping trade would be desirable. The bay might be more suitable for a wool 
trade.
697. Why ? A vessel loading wool would lie at the wharf for a week or throe weeks, whereas a vessel
loading coal would only lie there for a few hours, so that with a coal trade the vessels would constantly 
be going in and coining out. .
698. That would interfere with other traffic ? I think so.
699. Do you know where they are proposing to build wharves now near to the Admiralty House ? I 
have seen the place.
700. What do you think of that position for wharfage purposes ? I think it might do for wool, but I do

. not think it would do for coal, for the reason before mentioned.
701. Is not that place at about the narrowest part of the harbour ? Tes. The narrowest part is between . 
Dawes’ Point and Milson’s Point, where the width is between 1,200 and 1,400 feet.
702. I suppose all the traffic in and out of the harbour passes Kirribilli Point ? Tes, the whole of it.
703. Would it be advantageous or otherwise tothe traffic along the harbour to have wharves doing a large 
amount of business between Admirality House and Kirribilli Point ? It would not.
704. On account of the narrowness of the water space ? Tes.
705. I suppose large ships would lie alongside those wharves if there were a wool traffic ? Tes ; I do not 
think that large vessels lying there would interfere very much with the traffic of the harbour. A vessel 
with a 50 feet beam would not interfere very much with that traffic.
706. AVould not the berthing and unberthing be an inconvenience? It would, in connection with a cool - 
traffic ; but I do not think that the inconvenience would be very great if a vessel only berthed and- 
unberthed once in fourteen days.
707. Tou have not considered the amount of wharfage accommodation that could be obtained in Lavender 
Bay or between Milson’s Point and Kirribilli Point ? I have not,; but I do not think that the place is 
suitable for a coal traffic.
708. Tou know a good deal about the incoming and outgoing of the vessels of the port;—what is the 
present state of wharfage accommodation ; is there much crying out because of the want of accommodation ? 
No. Within the last six months shipping business has been very slack, and at the present time there is 
ample wharfage accommodation.
709. Eor all the requirements of the port ? Tes ; and there has been so for tbe last six months. Of 
course the wool season is now approaching, and during the next six months there will be a rush.
710. But even during the wool season are ships kept out of their berths for an inconvenient length of 
time? No; there is ample wharfage accommodation.

Captain 
J. Jackson.

711.
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711. Will you tell us the chief wharves which are availed of for the wool traffic? The wharves at the Captain 
Circular Quay. I think I may safely say that more than half the wool clip of New South Wales is shipped • a° son-
from the Circular Quay. . . 2 July 1890.
712. Do you think that it is absolutely necessary that there should be increased wharfage accommodation ’
for wool shipping ? I do not. At the present time we have the whole of Woolloomooloo Bay, where we 
could get wharfage accommodation.
713. Supposing the shipment of wool increased by 25 per cent., would that inconvenience you much ? No.
714. If it increased by 50 per cent ? No.
715. There is wharfage accommodation enough to cope with the traffic if it increases by 50 per cent. ?
Tes. Brom Woolloomooloo Bay and Circular Quay, you could ship all the wool grown in the colony.
716. Are not the wharves beyond Dawes’ Point private wharves ? Tes. .
717. Are they availed of much ? Tes ; two of them are—Lamb’s and Parbury’s.
718. Are they not very frequently empty? They are not very often empty. .
719. They are very largely used ? Tes.
720. Have you ever given any attention to what I may call the rival schemes for dealing with the coal
traffic that have from time to time been suggested—that is, at Blue’s Point, Ball’s Head, and Cremorne 
Point ? I have not. ' .
721. Tou have not been called upon to do so ? No.
722. Will you venture to offer an opinion as to whether it is necessary or desirable, at the present time, to 
extend the railway from the top of North Shore to the deep waters of Port Jackson, for the purpose of 
shipping wool ? If I dared venture an opinion, I should say that it was not necessary.
723. Do you know anything of the wool shipping that goes on at Newcastle ? Tes.
724. Is that carried on to a large extent? It was some years ago, before the railway was construeded 
from Newcastle to Sydney. I think that now a large portion of the wool comes by rail to Sydney.
There were two firms of wool stevedores at Newcastle.
725. Tou think more wool comes to Sydney now than came before the railway was constructed ? Tes.
726. Is not a good deal of wool shipped from Newcastle now ? A considerable amount. I think that 
last year 60,000 bales were shipped from there.
727. Are there wool shipping and dumping firms at Newcastle now ? Tes.
728. Could you give me the names of one or two of them ? I think that Gibbs, Bright, and Dalgetty are 
the only two.
729. Do you know whether their business has fallen off much since the railway was constructed ? I 
could not say.
730. Tou look upon "Woolloomooloo Bay as a very desirable and very easily availed-of place for an exten
sion of our wharfage system ? Tes.
731. Is there good wrater there? Tes ; there is plenty of water, 30 feet at low tide.
732. Is it not a fact that the wool traffic is chiefly located on the southern side of the harbour ? Tes.
733. Have you heard any expressions of opinion or indications of the traffic being shifted over to North
Shore if a railway were brought down there from Newcastle ? No ; and I do not think that it is very 
likely that it would bo shifted. I am sure that it would not. .
734. Will you give us your reasons for thinking so ? All the vested interest is on this side of the water, 
and if the trade were taken to the other side it would ruin the interests here. If you look at the immense 
stores that have been built'on this side of the water, you will see that it is not very likely that a change 
will be made.
735. I daresay that you have been very observant of our coal traffic ;—if the railway under consideration 
vmre constructed, do you think that a large coal traffic would be done at North Shore ? Where from ?
736. Would they bring coal from Newcastle and ship it at the North Shore ? No, they certainly would 
not, because the freight from Newcastle by train would undoubtedly be more than the freight by water.
The water freight is only 3s. a Ion, and I do not think the railway could take coal 100 miles for that.
737. Does your experience go to show that ships would be availed of rather than a railway ? Tes ; people
would sooner bring it by water than by railway. .
738. I suppose the great traffic iu coal from Newcastle here is to feed the large ocean-going steamers ?
Tes.
739. If a railway were constructed to the deep waters of North Shore, would it be of any advantage to
those large steamers in enabling them to get their coal supplies more easily? No; they would have to 
pay more for the coal. '
740. Would they go alongside the wharves at North Shore for the purpose of coaling;—would they first 
go alongside the Circular Quay to discharge passengers and cargo, and then move over to North Shore iu 
order to take in coal ? I do not think so. ■
741. If they did not do that, and the coal came by railway to North Shore, it would have to be put into 
lighters and brought across to the steamers ? Tes.
742. Would that be an advantage or disadvantage ? A very great disadvantage.
743. Why ? The steamboat companies would have to pay lighterage as well as railway freight, while
the coal would be much more broken up because of the extra handling. '
744. Of course the present railway from Newcastle comes round to Darling Harbour? Tes.
745. What, in your opinion, are the facilities or otherwise of dealing with the coal traffic and general 
traffic at Darling Harbour ? There are none at the present time.
746. How do you mean ? At the present time there are no facilities at Darling Harbour for shipping
coal. °
747. Could it be made available for shipping coal? Tes. There are two staiths there that have been 
erected fifteen or twenty years. They have never been used, and were intended for shipping coal.
748. Can you tell us why they have not been used? I do not think they were suitable.
749. Is there plenty of water there for large ships? Not for very large ships. Darling Harbour silts 
up very fast. Ships can load there up to 21 leet, but if they want to load deeper than that they go to 
the Pyrmont wharfs. They load a considerable amount of shale at Darling Harbour.
750. Canyon tell us the average draught of the ships that go from Newcastle or here with coal ? I 
suppose a vessel of 2,000 tons would draw about 22 feet.
751. Such a vessel could not go up to the present wharves at Darling Harbour ? No.
752. Is that because of the rocky nature of the bottom? No ; there is a mud bottom. 753.
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753. Would there be a difficulty in dredging out the mud ? A dredge is nearly always at work there, but 
a great many sewers and drains run into the harbour at that place.
754. Do many ships of the size which you mentioned take coal from this port ? Kot from here.

2 July, 1890. ygg 'W'ould the bridge interfere with their going up to Darling Harbour f No ; they could get through 
the bridge.
756. You know the large piece of ground which the Government lately purchased at Darling Harbour— 
Darling Island ;—were you ever consulted with regard to that purchase ? No.
757. Have you been consulted since as to the utilising of the land for wharfage purposes ? No.
758. Have you formed any opinion as to its utility ? I expect that it will be most suitable for shipping 
coal—undoubtedly it will.
759. Could an ordinary coal-ship get alongside that land without any difficulty ? Yes ; and so they can 
with the new wharves at Pyrmont. I believe that rails are going to be laid there, and that hydraulic 
cranes are to be erected for the purpose of shipping coal.
760. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] Could the mail steamers go there ? They could go alongside the Pyrmont wharf.
761. Mr. Trickett.] But, as a matter of fact, they would not do so, for the reason you explained a little 
while ago, that they would not want two moves ? Yes.
762. It is a serious undertaking to move one of these large boats ? Yes ; and there is very considerable 
risk, especially in narrow water such as that at Darling Harbour and North Shore.
763. Even if coal were brought to these places it would have to be put into lighters or hulks and taken 
alongside the steamers ? Yes.
764. Have you paid any attention to the necessity for providing wharfage accommodation at North Shore 
for local purposes ? No ; I have not.
765. You know Lavender Bay well? Yes.
766. If coal wharves were constructed there, do you think that the coal dust would blow over to Sydney 
and-become a nuisance in any way ? I do not think so.
767. You have given some evidence before about the size of Lavender Bay for shipping purposes ;— 
supposing wharves were erected along the eastern shore of Lavender Bay, would the ships have to lie 
alongside them, or would they lie out in the stream ? They would lie at the wharves, but those wharves 
would have to come out a considerable distance from the present shore line.
768. Ships could lie alongside the wharves ? Yes.
769. Supposing vessels were alongside the wharves, would there also be room for other vessels to lie in 
the bay ? No.
770. Therefore such vessels would have to lie out in the fairway if they wanted to avail themselves of the 
wharfage at Lavender Bay ? Yes.
771. When the mail steamers used to lie in Lavender Bay did they not drift ashore once or twice ?
Yes ; one of them did. .
772. She must have been pretty close in ? No. There was a buoy moored there for them to make fast to.
773. If Lavender Bay were utilised for wharfage purposes, would it not become very much the same as 
Circular Quay is now in extent and appearance ? Towards the water it might.
774. It would be the same with regard to the shipping; no ships can lie iu Sydney Cove now ? No ; and it 
would be just the same in Lavender Bay.
775. No ships could lie in Lavender Bay then ? No.
776. Is there much ferry traffic in Lavender Bay ? There is a considerable ferry traffic. The ferry 
steamers call at two or three places there.
777. Erom your knowledge of the foreshores of Lavender Bay, do you think that the land would have to 
be reclaimed for any distance out in order to enable wharves to be constructed ? I think it would. I am 
not very sure of that, but I think there is shallow water for a considerable distance out.
778. There is very little level land at the water’s edge? I think that there is none.
779. Then the necessary space for wharfage purposes would have to be articificially obtained? Yes.
780. You know Blue’s Point and Milson’s Point? Yes.
781. Can you tell us the distance between them ? I can not; I should think about 1,600 or
1,800 feet. ^
782. Can you tell us the distance between Macquarie Point and Dawes’ Point ? No ; I should say that 
it was about 1,000 feet.
783. Can you tell us the area of Lavender Bay, as compared with that of Sydney Cove ? I think that 
Lavender Bay, in its present state, is larger than Sydney Cove; I think that it is wider.
784. Could you tell us the relative depth of the water in Sydney Cove and in Lavender Bay ? In Sydney 
Cove the average depth is about 35 feet. I could not say what it is in Lavender Bay, but I believe that 
it is much less than that.

28 PAELIAHENTAEY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOKKS.—MINUTES OF EYIDENCE—

John Henry Geddes, Esq., wool broker, sworn, and examined :—
J. H.Geddes, 785. Chairman.] What are you? I am a wool broker.

Esq. 786. And you are a member of some company ? I am a member of the Company of J. H. Geddes & Co.,
"—'"■n The Pastoralists’ Association (Limited).

2 July, 1890. 787. Mr. Dowell] Have you any knowledge of the proposal now before the Committee to extend the 
North Shore Bailway down to Milson’s Point ? Yes.
788. Will you inform the Committee whether you think there is likely to be any goods traffic on that line 
from the north ? I thought that perhaps it might facilitate the work of the Committee if I wrote out 
what I had to say, and, afterwards, if you thought proper you might ask me questions in detail bearing 
upon the traffic.
789. Chairman.] You understand that that statement will be taken on oath ? Yes. Itis as follows: —
J. H. Geddes & Co., The Pastoralists’ Association (Limited). Reasons for the extension of the Northern Line to the waters

of the Harbour at Kirribilli Point.
The Pastoralists’ Association who have purchased ‘ ‘ Theulda, ” on behalf of the Company, at Kirribilli Point, is the 

outcome of frequent discussion as to the advisability of woolgrowers combining with the object of generally lightening the 
charges associated with the sales of wool, produce, &c., and finance matters generally, and also for the storage and 
shipment of frozen meat. In furtherance of this view they purchase the business of J. H. Geddes and Co. ; and, in order to 
give assurance to intending shareholders that their interests in the city would be under experienced and tiled supervision, 
decided to retain the name and combine it as “ J. H. Geddes & Co., The Pastoralists’ Association (Limited).”

Captain 
J. Jackson.

Although
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Although the purposes of the Company have not been generally made known, the Association already numbers 118 J. H. Geddes, 
pastoralists, representing 21,000 bales of wool, or approximately about 8,000 bales from sources otherwise than the 23,000 bales Esq.
offered by J. H. Geddes and Co. last season ; and the Directors have already been waited upon by representatives of 
country meat freezing companies, who recognize the advantages of the situation for the storage and shipment of 2 July, 1SC0, 
chilled meat. .

The necessity for greater storage, however, owing to the immediate requirements of the Association, enhanced by the 
anticipated increase in the business of “ J. H. Geddes and Co.,*’ in common with the general advance of the wool sales 
in Sydney, arising from the growing Continental and English direct representation, rendered imperative the careful inspec
tion of all the most suitable sites available, and Kirribilli Point was chosen.

The congestion of the wool trade has created large wool warehouses in the city on valuable land, under the cost of 
which the woolbrokers are labouring, and are compelled to frame charges with which the'pastoralists are discontented ; and 
as a central position is an absolute necessity, for, with eleven (11) weekly sales held during the season, it is a physical 
impossibility for the buyers to inspect wool outside the city radius—as in Melbourne, where there are only half the number, 
no other site would so well forward the conditions which led to the formation of the Association, inasmuch as it combined 
the elements of moderate cost, which meant lower charges to the pastoralists, great facilities for shipping, and, above all, more 
expedition in the delivery of wools to the purchasers, a reasonable certainty of a satisfactory dividend to the shareholders, 
a great relief to the present overcrowded street traffic to the Corporation, a diversion of a part of the immense traffic which 
is centralising to an enormous extent at Darling Harbour, and the advantages of an almost perfect frozen meat depOt, 
possessing unrivalled advantages in its close proximity to the great steam carriers of the ocean.

The detailed advantages of the position, from our own point of view, and those which we believe will accrue to all 
concerned by the extension of the railway to Kirribilli Point, I have now much pleasure in submitting :—

Wool.—The consignments of “ J. H. Geddes & Co.” from the northern districts, represented last year 7,823 bales ; 
and as 150,000, approximately, bales of wool are grown in the districts north of Sydney, it may reasonably be supposed, 
that this number will be considerably augmented this season, under the stimulating auspices of the Pastoralists’ Association, 
and considerably increased during succeeding years.

Produce.—9,151 butchers’ sheepskins, 91 tons Gcwt. dry station skins, 117 casks tallow, 6,244 hides, 88 bags bark,
7 tons bones, 8,000 horns, 1,0001b. hair, 11,253 marsupial skins, 12,612 opossum skins, 293 bags grain, and 70 bales hay 
were consigned to their firm this last season from the northern districts, and wdiich could be received and dealt with at 
Kirribilli Point. •

Machinery.—Although only the first year, 50 tons machinery, approximately, were forwarded by us on account of 
the Wolseley Sheep Shearing Company last season to the northern districts. This season a great increase is anticipated, in 
keeping with the supersedence of the old hand shears by the machine shears.

Frozen Meat.—Special provision will be made for the storage and shipment of frozen meat in our warehouse; and as 
the northern pastures are amongst the most favoured in the colony for fattening purposes, representing say 20,000,000 
sheep, a great tide of frozen meat export must naturally set in at Kirribilli Point, more especially as the great increase in 
the flocks necessitates an immediate outlook for facilities for shipment, evinced by the formation of pastoral companies 
throughout the different stock centres for the purpose of erecting establishments for the slaughtering and despatching of 
sheep in chilled cars. As an evidence of which, in last few weeks’ news we have notices from Narrandera, Glen limes,
Tenterfield. Narrabri, and Brisbane, for the proposed formation of country meat freezing centres, whilst in the Paris letters 
of the Sydney Morning Herald it is said that huge stores are being erected for freezing food and other perishable articles.
The increase in the frozen meat export in New Zealand may, in support of this, be taken into consideration, viz. :—In 1881 
the value of frozen meat shipped represented £19,000, with a gradual advance to £750,000 last season, and an anticipated 
advance this season to £1,000,000. This result is obtained from 15,000,000 sheep, two-thirds of which are cross-breds; there
fore it is reasonable to suppose that as the New Zealand shipments have reached 2,000,000 sheep per annum from a total of 
15,000,000, the outcome of 20,000,000 sheep depasturing in the northern districts will be at least 200,000 the first year, or 
exceed 500,000 within five years, or equal to 1,000,000 carcases within seven years, all of which could be depended upon as 
shipments from North Shore, for although our present breeds are principally merino, the demand for frozen meat would 
cause their gradual supersedence by the larger types, for which our grasses are admirably suited. The shipments of frozen 
meat last year from New South Wales may be computed at £150,000, and nothing will be more intimately associated with 
the great development of the future than the frozen meat trade, and no situation offers greater facilities than the water
line from the eastern side of Lavender Bay to Kirribilli Point.

As evidence of the inexhaustible markets for our frozen meat, it may be stated that England pays £140,000,000 per 
annum for food supply from outside sources, and her demand is rising between £4,000,000 and £5,000,000 per year. Her 
demand in animal food alone is—

Meat........................................................................................................................... £9,000,000
Frozen meat ...........................................................................................................  £5,000,000
Bacon and Hams ....................................................................................................  £8,140,000

England supplies 1,195,000 tons meat per year.
England requires 440,000 tons from outside sources.
France produces 1,060,000 tons meat.
France imports 150,000 tons meat.
Germany produces 1,345,000 tons meat.
Germany requires 60,000 tons meat.

Altogether, the European countries are short of their meat supply 600,000 tons annually.
Great Northern Goods Depot.—The natural effect of the construction of the railway will be the gradual creation of 

an enormous goods depOt for the supply of all the Northern districts, as it is manifest that the discharging upon wharf and 
carting by waggon to warehouse in city, to be re-delivered to waggons and conveyed to Darling Harbour railway station, 
11 miles longer, cannot possibly compete with a direct discharge to wharf, thence to rail, to be distributed throughout the 
Northern districts by a much shorter route; therefore warehouses will arise in accord with the natural flow of traffic, which 
in 1887 was estimated, including Newcastle, at 161,000 tons merchandise, 21,135 tons wool, and 11,580 tons live stock.

The enhanced value of Government resumptions will almost repay total cost of line.
• Darling Harbour Wool 'Traffic.—This great congestion could be greatly relieved, and in the future the whole of the 

facilities associated ■with the position will be required by the Southern and Western traffic, even if the Government erected 
frozen meat depdts, which is somewhat doubtful, as coming into direct competition with private companies, and perhaps 
beyond their province, and I believe that the goods and passenger traffic of the Southern and Western districts will, in 
future years, completely monopolise the lines now tending to Darling Harbour.

The enormous street traffic during the five months of the wool season, represented by the passing through the 
Sydney streets of 336,412 bales, and 5,225 butts wool, irrespective of produce, &c., and which will in a few years almost 
monopolise the streets of the city, more especially as it is yearly increasing. *

As an evidence of the advantages which they deem the position to possess for their own requirements (which repre
sent the greatest ^export branch of commerce in Australia), the Directors of the Association have accepted contracts for, and 
are proceeding with, the erection of their warehouse, which, when completed, will be the largest wool and frozen meat 
warehouse in Australasia.

And, finally, in support of my detailed statement of the probable amount of goods traffic, I respectfully beg to call 
your attention tothe opinions of such high authorities as Mr. Eddy, Mr. Darley, and, more recently, Mr. Goodchap, who, 
in his evidence before the City Kailway Commission, stated that he thought the future traffic to North Shore would be 
very heavy, and that the ultimate connection with that portion of the city should be a feature kept in view.

The position from Kirribilli Point to Milson’s Point is not inferior to the Circular Quay for warehouses, and a site 
for a goods traffic station near Kirribilli Point could be obtained if the actual point itself could not be resumed for the 
purpose; and I may state that, as the Pastoi'alists’Association chose the position for convenience and economy, it may 
reasonably be supposed that other large firms will also avail themselves of the same.
790. Mr. Dowel.'] Have you acquainted yourself with tbe proposal now before the Committee? Yes.
791. Do you think the proposal a good one? Yes, I think it is very good, indeed; but I would go 
further, and say that the railway should be extended to Kirribilli Point, because we represent a fact.

792.
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J. H. G-eddcs, 792. Before building your warehouse, did you take into consideration the probability of the railway being
Esq- continued towards it ? We hoped that it would be ; but as a wool broker here, and one thoroughly con

versant with the whole of the details of the wool business, I was, in the first instance, driven to purchase 
2 July, 1890. land which would be accessible to the buyers, and owing to the City Improvement Act, any building 

which I put up here would have had to be of a certain thickness—L4-inch walls—so that I was forced to 
build on North Shore, because there I could put up a galvanized iron building. But after my business 
was merged into The Pastoralists’ Association, the company saw the practicability of the project, and 
entered into an engagement for a larger building.
793. Suppose produce comes from the south, how will you get it to your warehouse from the proposed 
railway station ? It is my idea to take it in barges.
794. The proposed railway would come to Milson’s Point;—do you expect to use that railway ? Tes.
795. I understood you to say that a large quantity of wool and produce would be consigned to you from 
the north on that railway ? Yes; and I may state apropos of that, that the steamship companies carry 
wool for less than the railway does, but that pastoralists have a disinclination to take their wool from the 
trucks at Newcastle and ship it there to be re-delivered to stores here.
796. Do you consider that there would be any greater difficulty in the berthing of ships in Lavender Bay 
thau there would be in berthing them in Sydney Cove ? The frozen meat question being the greatest 
question which I had to take seriously into consideration, I interviewed Mr. Johnstone, of Johnstone and 
Balchin, who are the agents of the Kaiser line, in New Zealand. They have vessels fitted up for the frozen 
meat trade which will carry 40,000 carcases. Before he would give mo any opinion as to the probability 
of the Kaiser Company shipping the meat, he had first to inspect our property, after which he said that ho 
saw no difficulty at all in having his ships hauled across to, and berthing alongside of, Kirribilli Point to 
take the frozen carcases into their chambers. The Kaiser line is almost similar to the Orient lino.
797. How do you propose to get the frozen meat to your warehouses ? We are in hopes that the 
Government will extend the line to Kirribilli Point, in order that we may receive the meat from the cars 
into our receiving rooms. At the present time they send it to the chilled storehouses at Darling Har
bour, and then carry it through the streets at night, and deliver it on board the receiving vessels.
798. In the meantime, would you use the railway to Milson’s Point ? Yes.
799. Por the produce which you have enumerated? Yes.
800. Can you inform the Committee in round figures how much you propose to expend upon the buildings
and wharfs ? The building you see represented in the picture is to be built in accordance with the City 
Architect’s plans, and will cost £60,000. It will be very much larger than a building on this side of the 
water which cost £179.500, and has not the same facilities for the business. I could tell you the name 
of that building, but I do not wish to make any comparisons here. _ _
801. What was the cost of the land ? The £60,000 includes the cost of the land, which has a depth of
from 315 to 400 feet, and is worth £50 a foot, whereas land in Phillip-street would cost £250 a foot, and 
have only 90 feet depth. _
802. You said that the increased value of resumptions would pay for the construction of the line—in what 
way can you prove that to the Committee ? I have no idea of the price of land in Lavender Bay, but I 
imagine that it could be resumed for £50 a foot, and I am firmly convinced that any land so close to 
Circular Quav is worth £200 a foot. Putting the land down at £50 a foot, I believe the frontages down 
to Kirribilli Point would pay the cost of the line.

' 803. In the construction of a line to your proposed warehouse we should have to go down to the head of 
Careening Cove ? I would suggest that the railway should be taken Milson’s Point and Kirribilli 
Point, and that a tunnel should be made through Careening Cove, where a general goods station could 
be arranged for, with the ultimate idea of extending the line on to Neutral Bay and Cremorne, if necessary.
804. You have referred to meat and wool as the produce which you are likely to receive by the railway;— 
do vou anticipate any trade in wheat? Yes; but I am merely dealing with facts at the present time. 
The province of our Association will be to deal with wheat, hay, and all other produce, but I do not suppose 
that we shall ever be able to carry hay from the Hunter by rail as cheaply as we can by steamers.
805. Is it not a fact that a large quantity of hay comes down from that district at the present time by 
train ? Yes ; but we would save a penny if we possibly could. Last year was the first year that we 
touched hay or grain. I think we had 1,300 bags of grain, but that came from another district.
806. Have you any special knowledge,of the northern districts? Yes. _
807. An intimate personal knowledge of them ? Yes ; many of my constituents have properties there.
808. Do you know that it is a large producing district ? Undoubtedly.
809. You anticipate that if the railway were continued to Milsou’s Point a very large proportion of the 
northern trade would come to the terminus ? I think the whole of it would pome there. Having a 
knowledge of the state of Darling Harbour during the height of the wool season, I feel sure that when 
there are smaller paddocks, and more care is given to the sheep, that, together with the extension of the 
railway, will make the accommodation at Darling Harbour insufficient for the southern and western 
traffic ; and I believe that the whole of the northern traffic will centre elsewhere. At the present time we 
only get the wool from 25,000,000 to 30,000,000 sheep, although we have 50,000,000 in New South Wales. 
The wool from the rest goes towards Melbourne and Adelaide.
810. You are clearly of opinion that a large proportion of the northern traffic, instead of bemg 
arrested at Newcastle, will come on to Sydney? Yes. They made an attempt two or three years 
ago to hold wool sales in Newcastle, but the distance made it impossible for buyers to attend them, and 
consequently—although they made vigorous attempts last year to get the wool to Newcastle—the ship
ments from there were less than they were the year before, and no sales were held there.
811. Do you think that it would be wise to take the railway to Cremorne instead of to Milson’s Point ? No.
812. Not under existing circumstances ? No.
813. You think that the wharfage which could be provided in Lavender Bay and at Kirribilli Point would
be sufficient for years to come ? Yes. I think Lavender Bay will give facilities for shipping equal to 
those afforded at the Circular Quay. _
814. Do you know whether Lavender Bay is larger or smaller than Sydney Cove ? I am not sure which 
it is, but I do not think that there is very much difference between the two.
815. You do not know which is tbe larger ? No. Speaking as a business man, I am perfectly sure that
Lavender Bay will give just as good facilities for shipping as the Circular Quay does, and that it will be 
quite large enough for the northern traffic for many years to come. 816.
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816. Do you know anything of the relative depths of the water in the two bays ? Yes. J. H. Geddes,
817. Is Lavender Bay sufficiently deep for all shipping purposes ? I should say that in any reclamation Esq. 
which the Government would have to make in carrying the railway to Milson’s Point there would be a ^ 
greater depth of water than at Circular Quay. .All of the water would be deep enough for the larger ^ ^ub’ t890. 
ships. I can speak definitely as to the depth of the water at Milson’s Point and Kirribilli Point. °
SIS. Have you any knowledge of berthing ships ? Hot necessarily, although I have been a very large '
shipper, and incidentally connected with ships for many years. ”
819. Can you see any more difficulty in berthing a large ship in Lavender Bay than in berthing ships in
the Circular Quay ? Certainly not. ’
820. You are clearly of opinion, having given considerable attention to the proposal before the Committee,
that that would be the best point to bring a branch railway to in order to get at tbe deep waters of Port 
Jackson? Yes ; because in bringing a railway to Milson’s Point the Government enter immediately into 
an assured traffic. *
821. Do you think that there would be any advantage in making Milson’s Point a terminus for the Great
Horthern line, both for passengers and goods, in order to relieve the congested traffic at Bedfern ? My 
ideas as regards the future traffic are perhaps rather large. I think Milson’s Point would do very well for 
a branch, but not for a main station. I should propose going to Careening Cove, where the Government 
own a great deal of land. ‘ "
822. AVhat area do the Government own there? I could not tell you the acreage. ■
823. That bay you think would be very suitable for goods? Yes. At Kirribilli Point at the present 
time, if required, the Government could take up 1,0C0 by 200 feet from Theulda and Beulah. I knorv 
that that would he quite large enough for our own wool and frozen meat trade, and our wool trade will 
probably amount to 10,000 bales for this year alone.
824. Are you of opinion, knowing the cost of the line—£1.50,000—that it would pay interest on the 
capital and woruing expenses ? I think that the mere payment of interest should not be taken into con
sideration when a railway line to any given place is proposed, such as the line from Nvngan to Cobar.
The development of the country has to he taken into consideration------ "
82o. Ch.airman. ] That is not evidence, Mr. Geddes. You are discussing the question of railway policy.
826. Hr. Dowel.] Do you think the construction of the line would bring about sufficient traffic to pay 
interest on its capital and w’orking expenses—if not at the present time, how soon ? I should say at once.
827. Have you made any calculations as to the amount of money which you are likely to pay the railways 
for goods carried to your stores ? No, we have not made a calculation of that, hut 1 should say £10,000.
828. Per annum ? Yes. J
829. Hnder all the circumstances, you are clearly of opinion that other people will endeavour to follow in
your footsteps, and erect stores and warehouses of the description of which you are c recti nor ? I feel sure 
that they will. J b
830. Do you think that if the railway is constructed, a considerable local goods traffic will arise ? Yes, ,
because of the facilities which would be given there over those at Darling Harbour.
831. Can you inform uhe Committee what length of water frontage you have purchased at Kirribilli 
Point? Just over 908 feet.
832. How many wool ships could you berth there at one time ? By berthing echelon instead of fore and
aft, wo could berth sufficient to take nearly all the wool that comes from the northern district. We could 
berth three Orient boats ; but they take so much that there would be no necessity for berthing so manv 
in front of the store. . " ■'
•S33. How long does the wool season last ? Five or six months.
831. Can you inform the Committee whether the wharfage accommodation in Sydney is sufficient at the 
present time? I think that the wharfage accommodation naturally extends to Darling Harbour, simply 
because there is not sufficient room at the Circular Quay. '
S3o. The construction of wharves at Lavender Bay would to a large extent supply the demand for 
accommodation, would it not ? Yes. ‘
836. Is there any delay now in shipping wool by reason of there not being sufficient wharf room ? At 
the present time, if one requires to ship wool through A. Lamb & Co., they take it and dump it round to '
Circular Quay xery often, so that a vessel lying at Lavender Bay 'would be in the same position as a vessel 
lying at Lamb s Wharf—that is, as far as the buyers are concerned. ,
837. Do you know what the railway freight would he—vou stated the amount of wool ? No, except on 
the basis of the present freights to Darling Harbour. '
838. What do you expect them to be ? From Newcastle ?
839. Mr. Trickett.] Yes? The railway freight at the present time is 22s. or 22s. 6d. a ton.
840. Chairman.] Is that for wool ? Yes.
84! Mr. Bowel.] Have you worked out the freight for wool ? No. We paid £6,000 or £7,000 last yerr— 
that was J. II. Geddes & Co.; but this year we have many thousand bales coming to us which we did not 
have last year—1_ say £10,000 from the various districts generally. We arc especially strong in the 
northern district, inasmuch as the Messrs. Dangar and the White’s have joined our Association.
84?' QW1^1n y0U said that y°u thought that you would pay the railways £10,000 a year, is that for wool 
only ? That was for the whole of the lines. I think you might divide that by three for the northern 
traffic.
843. Then the northern wool,traffic would represent something over £3,000 ? Between £3,000 and £4,000.
844. Mr. Trickett.] Was that from Newcastle ? ]So ; a great deal of wool is brought direct to Darling 
Harbour from the north by rail now.
SIS. Mr Dowel] What advantage would a wharf at Kirribilli Point have over tbe wharves at Darling 
Harbour ? Ihe wharf at Kirribilli Point would be a private wharf, while that at Darliim Harbour is a 
Government wharf The Government could not build a wool store, neither could they build a frozen meat '
depot. It they did do that at Darling Harbour the whole of the space would be taken up with the 
produce from the southern and western districts. We are in our infancy here as far as frozen meat is 
concerned. I have quoted the figures of what is done m Hew Zealand to show what we shall come to.
840. You think that there will be a large trade in meat and that consequently you will have to pay the 
Government a large amount for freight P Yes ; but as I have nothing to base it upon ; I have made no 
calculation as to what that would be. I think that we may estimate that more than 100,000 carcases will 
be shipped after the first year. '
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J. H. Geddea, 847. Can you give the Committee any information as regards the erection of depots in the interior to 
Esq. provide accommodation for the frozen moat trade;—are you aware whether any have been established?

Last week or the week before, six places were mentioned where depots were being established, under the 
2 July 1890. pressure of necessity. We have 50,000,000 of sheep here, while in New Zealand they have only

15,000,000, and I estimate that last year we sent away £150,000 worth of frozen meat. The Orient boats 
are not fitted for carrying the number of carcases which the New Zealand boats will take—they take 
nearly 40,000 at a time.
848. What are the places to which you refer ? Depots are being established almost every day. At 
Narrandera they have floated a company and are erecting a depot. At Tenterfield they are holding 
meetings, and at Brisbane, I think, they have floated a company. Mr. Buchanan will give you evidence 
about what they are doing in Narrabri.
849. Do you know of your own knowledge that there are five or six places where depots are being or are
about to be established ? Tes. ■
850. In the northern districts ? Well, at Narrabri or Tenterfield, in the northern districts ; but whore wo 
count two at the present time we shall have twenty-two in twenty years time. The trade in frozen meat 
has never yet been properly followed up as,a business, but it will be.
851. You think that the development of the frozen meat trade in the interior, and more especially in the 
north, will be very large ? Yes.
852. Have you entered into a contract for the warehouse, the plan of which you exhibit ? Yes ; for the 
first section of it, representing a third of what is shown on the plan. We had hopes that it wrould have

' been finished by November, but as it will not be completed by then we have extended the contract to
the 1st January.
853. You propose to go on continually erecting until the building is completed ? Yes.
854. You told the Committee just now that £60,000 would be the cost of the whole building ? Of the 
building and the land.
855. When completed ? Yes.
856. Mr. Humphery.'] As designed ? Yes. At the present time the contract exceeds £20,000.
857. Is there any other information which you would like to convey to the Committee ? Well, I might 
say that so strongly were my directors impressed with the advantage of erecting a warehouse at the place 
where I purposed erecting it, that having purchased Beulah, and having found that they could not erect 
a warehouse there for eighteen mouths, they purchased Theulda, and so little speculation entered into 
the concern, that I believe they are quite willing to give the land required for the railway for nothing.
858. That is, if the Government extend the line further ? Yes, and although the directors have purchased 
the land and have accepted the tenders for, and taken the responsibility of the building, they have 
accepted no shares, and any pastoralist can take an interest in the business on exactly the same terms as 
those who have purchased the land and have taken the contract for the building.
859. Mr. Hurley.'] In the event of a railway being constructed to Milson’s Point, would the company 
continue the line onto their owm premises at their own cost ? The Government at the present time, 
although it is not genertally known, actually pay for the delivery of wool to the stores from Darling 
Harbour. They had to pay, approximately, on 350,000 bales SJd. a bale. We would ask the Government 
to deliver the wool free to our store as they deliver it from Darling Harbour, and consequently it would bo 
no advantage to us to continue the railway, but it would be an advantage to the Government, because they 
could then deliver the wool by train, without having to pay for the cartage of it.
860. Mr. Dowel.] Could they deliver it more cheaply by constructing a railway than by taking it on 
punts ? We could not enter into the frozen meat trade properly without having a line of railway down 
to our warehouse. Mr. Buchanan is an authority on this point, because he owns land, and breeds sheep, 
and he states emphatically that he believes he will have 200,000 carcases during the first year.
861. Have you caused any calculation to be made as to the cost of extending the railway from Milson’s 
Point to Kirribilli Point? No ; but as a private speculator, I would buy up every piece of land there, 
knowing that the railway would at least double its value, and if you put £50 a foot on to the land the 
whole of the cost of the railway would be paid by its increased value.

. 862. You have made no estimate of what the increased value of the land would be, or the cost of extending
the line ? No.
863. Chairman.] When did your firm buy Beulah ? I first bought Beulah.
864. When did you buy it ? Two days after the proposal to extend the railway to Milson’s Point was 
decided against by the Committee.
865. Can you tell us about the date—I am not asking you out of curiosity, but I want to see what you
paid for the land with a view to comparing that with what we are told the resumptions will cost ? About 
the 1st December. •
866. How much a foot did you pay for it? I paid £21,000 for Beulah, and it has a frontage of 570 feet, 
so that that would make it between £30 and £40 a foot—about £35 a foot.
867. What depth is it ? The depth ranges from 300 to 350 feet.
868. It goes back to a street ? To Campbell-street—the best street in North Shore.
869. The next property belongs to the late Surveyor-General, Mr. Adams ? We paid £50 a foot for that.
870. You say that the Government deliver all the wool sent by railway to the various stores in the city 
and that the cost of that delivery is included in the railway charges ? "Yes, that is, the brokers have the 
wool delivered to their warehouses free ; and even with that charge we could deliver our wool over the 
punt at Kirribilli Point for the same amount of money. We can give the same facilities there as are 
given on this side. There is one matter I would like to refer to with reference to the buyers. During 
the wool sales in December the buyers, represented by Germans and Prenchmen, as^ivell as by Englishmen, 
are in a perfect fever, and we have to work all night, at times, for consecutive nights. When a buyer buys 
1,000 bales of wool at a sale he gives an order for that to the dumpers. The dumpers, such is the com
petition, take delivery of it free, and send perhaps fifty waggons for it. The waggoners are continually 
crying out for their wool, and we are in a perfect fever until it is delivered, while the buyers are in a 
fever to get the shipping receipts from the dumpers, and they cannot get them until we have delivered 
the wool, so that we have the whole of them irritated at the same time. But at Kirribilli Point we shall 
make special arrangements so that the dumpers instead of taking delivery of their wool in waggons 
will be able to send a barge to hold 250 bales, instead of twenty teams to take delivery of twenty bales at 
a time. That is recognized by the buyers as an immense advantage.
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"Williairi Frederick Buchanan, Esq., pastoralist, sworn, and examined :—
871. Mr. Copeland.'] "What are you—a pastoralist ? Yes.
872. Owning squatting country ? I am a pastoralist, or squatter.
873. Have you any interest in Q-eddes’ new buildings ? Yes ; I am a shareholder and director in J. IT.
G-eddes & Co., The Pastoralists’ Association.
874. Do you anticipate a very rapid development in the meat export business ? I think.it must develop 
as soon as we have established a depot and given proper facilities for it.
875. Have not several companies been formed at various times for the export of meat? I do not know 
of any company having been formed especially for that purpose. The Orange Meat Company was formed 
for the purpose of sending country killed meat to Sydney, as well as to carry on the exportation of meat; 
but it was established principally to supply Sydney with meat.
87G. But they have attempted to export meat, have they not ? The project fell through some years ago.
877. Is there any company in existence now which exports meat ? The only company I know is the 
.Riverstone Company—Richards’ Company.
878. Is that still in existence ? I think so. I think that they are the principal people who supply the 
carcase export trade. Some meat is prepared for export, I believe, at the Fresh Food and Ice Company’s 
works.
879. Whom do they supply ? The P. & O. and Orient boats, so I understand, and I think they take 600 
or 700 carcases, and sometimes more, on each trip, but I do not know that positively. They take all 
that they can prepare, and I heard from Mr. Richards and others that they are not able to prepare enough, 
but that additional machinery is coming out to meet the larger demand.
880. Is Gleddes & Co. one and the same company as the Meat Exporting Company ? No, if you alluded 
to Richards’ ?
881. Do Geddes & Co. contemplate exporting meat? It is contemplated to erect at North Shore a depot 
to receive meat for the purpose of export.
882. That will be part of the business of the company? That is part of the scheme of the company.
The left wing of the building is now being erected for the purpose of receiving wool and other produce, 
but it is proposed to erect premises to deal with the export of meat, and to provide refrigerating rooms.
883. If . the Government did not extend their line beyond Milson’s Point, wmuldyou still carry on the meat 
export business? We look upon the extension of the railway to Milson’s Point as the chief auxiliary in 
the matter of a meat export trade.
884. But suppose the railway is not extended beyond Milson’s Point ?J We are building close to Admiralty
House, and Milson’s Point is near that. ’’
885. Suppose' the Government did not extend the line beyond Milson’s Point, and left the meat there, 
how would you get it to the new building which you contemplate erecting ? We should have to cart it.
886. Would that be a great inconvenience to you ? I think it would be a great obstacle in our way. The 
great idea is to have the meat landed directly into the building—to have it taken there direct by train.
887. When you commenced the undertaking had you any assurance that the railway would be brought 
round to your building ? None whatever, further than that suggested by the natural features of the country 
and the possibility of the extension of trade and commerce, and the necessity which must eventually 
arise for meeting its requirements.
888. Do you think that the Government are likely to take the railway to every new warehouse that is 
erected ? No ; I do not thick they are. I think that they are only likely to take the railway to places 
that offer inducements for the facilitating of trade, and thus benefit the country.
889. And leave private individuals to fix upon the locality ? Decidedly. If private individuals make
mistakes they cannot expect the Government to assist them : but if they do not make mistakes, but erect 
places for the benefit of the country, and the country sees it, I think that it is right that they should give 
us facilities for increasing the benefit. ■
890. I suppose you are a large shareholder in this company ? I am not a particularly large shareholder in 
it, though I am as large as any of them. Individually we are not taking large interests, because we wish 
it to be an extensive thing—more of a co-operative institution. The shareholders are supposed to be 
recipients of the rebate from the commissions, and so forth—it is to be co-operative more than anything 
else. There is no proprietary interest that receives any direct benefit.
891. I suppose you contemplate supplying the company with stock yourself?. I have never made that 
part of my calculation. I shall sell my stock wherever I can make most money by them.
892. Can you say what other traffic besides meat the railway would have if we brought it down to 
Kirribilli Point? I think it would have a large wool trade from the northern part of the colony, as it 
would give great facilities for taking wool direct to market or for export.
893. Is there any other company or association which is likely to erect buildings at Kirribilli Point. If 
the Government were to bring the railway down there they would then have to go back again if they 
intended to take it on to Neutral Bay; what other traffic do you think there would be to your particular 
warehouse ? I do not know of any company that is desirous of building over there for that special 
purpose, though it is possible that they would see the advantage of doing so. Goods landed there—wool 
for instance—could be stored as cheaply as it could be stored at Darling Harbour.
894. You do not contemplate the Government making your warehouse the terminus of the railway—you 
would expect it to go further ? It would not interfere with us if it went beyond, so long as it came 
near us.
895. Is there any likelihood of any traffic going beyond you that you are aware of? I am not aware of 
any special traffic, but with the increase of population I think it probable that railway communication 
would have to be extended all the way down the harbour.
896. The only inducement 'that you know of at the present time for the Government to extend the 
railway to Kirribilli Point is the existence of your particular business ? No ; I do not know that that is 
any special reason.
897. Do you know of any other inducement ? I do not know that that is the only one. 1 think a public 
benefit would be derived from the extension.
898. Can you tell us what section of the public would be benefited other than your company ? I think 
that all the travelling public would be benefited.
899. By being able to land at your warehouse ? Close to there, so that they could get across to tho
Circular Quay. ' 900.
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2 July, 1890. .j-jjgj.g. C0al could be put ou board the large ships by moans of shoots, and thus get rid of the handling 
to which it is subjected by the lightering system.*
902. Do you think that now that they are exporting wool direct from Newcastle, people would be 
likely to send it from Sydney instead, if the railway were constructed? I think it is quite possible that 
people would prefer to send it to the central market, where they would have a chance of sale, and then 
take the same, or even better advantages in shipping.
903. Have you any reliable information as to the number of bales of wool that come to Newcastle from 
the northern ports ? No; I have not got any statistical information, but that could easily bo arrived at.
904. Could you give the Committee any information as to the number of bales of wool which come from 
Newcastle by steamer and the number which come by train at the present time ? No, I cannot.
905. Do you know what the charge isby steamer from Newcastle to Sydney—per ton or per bale ? No, I do 
not. In sending my own wool down I avail myself of the railway, rather than unload at Newcastle and 
have it handled again. I think it better to send it direct on by rail.
90G. Is your wool offered for sale in Sydney? Yes ; it was all sold in Sydney.
907. I suppose the majority of those who do not sell in Sydney would prefer to ship from Newcastle? I 
do not know. I shippedfrom there for two years; but now I have abandoned the practice, because I think 
it pays better to ship from Sydney, and for the last two or three years I have shipped from Sydney. I 
prefer to send it to Sydney. I like to send the wool direct from my sheds into the stores here.
90S. From where do you anticipate getting your stock for the meat business—from the north or from tho 
west? Prom the north, of course, and from as far west as the railway system will go.
909. Why from “ the north, of course ”—why not from the south as well ? So it can ; but the whole of 
the northern lines vrould come down to the North Shore, making a saving of 10 or 11 miles in distance 
and the meat would come direct from the up-country slaughtering depots. Such a depot could ho • 
established to a very great advantage on the Upper Hunter, since that is one of the finest fattening 
districts in Australia.
910. Could not this meat export business be developed from Newcastle at the present time just as well ns 
from Sydney. Suppose it wrere found to bo a profitable business, what is to prevent people from erecting 
freezing works at Newcastle and exporting direct from there? There is nothing that 1 can see to pre
vent them, but they have not done it, although it is not for want of facilities. A slaughtering depot could 
be established on the Upper Hunter, another at Breeza on tho Liverpool Plains, another at Tamworth, 
another at Grunnedah, another at Narrabri, another at Walgett, and another at Dubbo. The meat from 
all those places would come in on the Northern lino, and the districts in which those towms arc situated 
embrace the finest fattening land in New South Wales.
911. CAaMva-rtM.] Not one of those depots have been established yet? No. .
912. They are waiting for the construction of the line to North Shore ? I suppose so—they are waiting 
for something that will help them.
913. Mr. Copeland.'] Were there not meat-preserving works at Maitland ? I think they had tinning 
establishments there.
914. Was the tinning company at Maitland a success ? I do not think so. I think it has been aban
doned once or twice, and then started again. It was originally a boiling-down company.
915. Do you know anything of the freezing works in Queensland? Yes ; I have hoard of those at Bock- 
hampton. I understand the company there paid a very good dividend last 3rear, and that they are going 
very largely into the business just now. Very large meetings wore held in Brisbane the other day, and a 
large amount of money subscribed for the establishment of companies there.
916. You say that that company has paid a dividend ? I think they have paid a very good dividend.

■ 917. It is the first ? I think it is about the first. .
918. How many years have they been at work there? I think they were tinning there before they 
commenced the export trade. A company was also started for the export of meat to Java, hut it fell 
through, though I can scarcely tell you the cause. Not because the thing was a failure, as far as the 
refrigerating system went, but more on account of the management.
919. Do you know whether the pastoralists have joined the Association to any great extent with a view 
to exporting meat? No.. The shares have all gone off very well, and a large number of pastoralists have 
joined the Association.
920. What is the nominal value of the company ? £150,000.
921. In £1 shares ? Yes ; to he increased as it is required. At present only a portion of the shares are 
distributed.
922. The whole of the shares are not allotted ? No. We do not want all the money yet. Only 50,000 
shares have been allotted.
923. On those how much has been paid up? 7s. 6d. on each. A call of 2s. Gd. will shortly be made and 
tho balance per share, as required.
924. That is £25,000 ? Only 30,000 shares have been put upon the market.
925. But those have all been subscribed for ? Nearly all. '
926. On those that have been subscribed for 10s. has been paid ? No ; not 10s. yet, about 7s. Gd.—it has 
not all been called in yet. We can call in what we want, but'we do not wish to call in more money than 
we require.

900. Could they not do that at Milson’s Point ? Yes.
901. What traffic do you think the railway would get by being extended from Milson’s Point to Kirribilli 
Point; would there be any other traffic except that from your business ? I do not know of any direct
P^OOfls f’rn.fflo nl.lip.u tlm.-n nnrs nnlAss nflonr l-mildino-a wpva prActpr] tloprn A p.na.l trurfip mio-Tit hft fnrmpd

‘ 927. Would it not be likely to be more profitable to export moat from Newcastle ;—would not that save
the railway freight between Newcastle and Sydney. If the meat is to como from the north it must come 
from the north of Newcastle ? I cannot see that it would be more profitable to export from Newcastle.
928. Would you not save the railway freight from Newcastle to Sydney? Yes ; but we might lose that 
in other directions. Here we have the Orient and P. & O. Company’s boats, which would not go into 
Newcastle. They are fitted up for the trade, and when they are going out they like to get thoir moat on 
board at once.
929. Do you think that those boats would come to your wharf ? I think they would ; but even if they did 
not, the transit would he so easy and quick that they could receive the moat on board at any time. At 
present they have to get the meat down at night, and there is a good deal of bother over it. Then there

. are
* JSote (on revision):—A large general traffic would at once arise if there was a railway.
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are other large ships which would come specially for the meat. I have been advised of boats which would 
be specially laid on for tho trade, and some would .take 30,000 carcases away. The coal trade is another . u^,1”nan’
great feature in the traffic of the railway. The coal would como direct to the wharf, and be shot on board ^_
the steamers, thus saving an immense amount of labour. _ 2 July, 1890.
930. Chairman7\ Have you given the question of carrying coal any consideration ? No; I was never in the
trade ; but that is done at Newcastle. _
931. Do you know the. difference in freight between carrying it by rail to the North Shore, and by ship 
to any part of the harbour ? No, I do not exactly ; but I know that the facilities wrould be greater.
032. Would you avail yourself of a great facility at an outlay of 50 per cent.;—because a thing was easy,
would you pay 50 per cent, more for it ? No ; if a large transaction will pay 5 per cent, that is a great .
consideration. The Orient Company paid 5 per cent, last year as their dividend.
933. hlr. Gopeland.~\ You stated just now that 30,000 shares had been allotted ? Nearly that number ; 
that is all that were put on the market.
931. Can you say how many of those have been sold ? I think that about 8,000 are left.
935. So that only 22,000 have been sold ? Yes ; no effort has been made to get the others off.. .
936. In reality you have only about £8,000 of capital actually paid up ? Of course, the other is available 
when we require it.*
937. Do I understand that you have let a contract for the erection of a building at North Shore ? Yes, ■
for a portion of it—100 feet square.
938. "What is the amount of that contract ? About £14,000.
939. You are of opinion that unless a railway is taken to your warehouse it will militate very much 
against the meat export trade ? I think a railway would facilitate the trade. I do not know that it 
would militate against it if it were not carried there, but it would not give us the same facilities.
940. It would be a great advantage to you if the railway did go there, but not a very great disadvantage
if it did not? I think it would be of greater advantage to the meat export of the country if it went there, 
and I think that that will be one of our principal exports. .
941. I suppose you have no idea of what it would cost the Government to take the railway from Milson’s 
Point to your warehouse ? No, it is not far, and I do not think that it would cost very much. Facilities
could be rendered by tho Pastoralists’ Association which would render it easier still. •
942. I understand that the land on which you propose to erect a building is the property of the company?
Yes, we bought it.
943. What was the amount of the purchase money ? I think about £16,500.
944. Was that also paid for out of the £8,300 paid up capital? No ; six of us bought it.
915. Six of the promoters? No; there are no ■ promoters. We bought it and handed it over to the 
company. I did not receive anything for my interest in it.
946. I suppose the company has still to pay you for it? Yes ; part of it has been paid for in cash and
the rest remains on interest. •
947. You have not heard of any other company or syndicate which intend to erect business promises in 
the vicinity of your warehouse? No, we have not entered into negotiations with any. We simply 
bought the land for the company to build upon. We bought up Geddes’ business, and it forms the base
of the company. We took over all their buildings and property over hero, for which they get 20,000 1
shares paid up. Thatis part ol the £50,GOO I mention. As soon as all the shares are absorbed we will put 
some more upon the market. . ’
948. Does the £16,500 embrace 90S odd feet of frontage ? No, only 300 odd feet. It embraces Theulda.
We also bought Beulah, and we hold it independently of Theulda. Tho same six of us bought Beulah 
first, but it has nothing to do with the company.
949. Chairman.'] Beulah docs not belong to the company ? No.
950. Then you have only 300 feet of frontage ? Nearly 400 feet.
951. Beulah does not belong to you ? It docs not belong to the company. ’
952. Mr. Geddes told us that you had 900 feet of frontage ? That embraces the two properties. The 
company could buy Beulah if it was found necessary to do so, but it is not theirs at present.
933. Mr. Copeland.] Do you think that the large ocean steamers could go alongside your" wharf without 
interfering with the navigation of the river ? I think they would be out of the roadway altogether. There 
is a crescent-shaped inlet there. We looked at it very closely one day. The'water is very deep—I think 
deep enough to allow any large ship to lay alongside.
954. Do you contemplate a wheat export business?' Yes ; I do not see why wo should not have a very 
large export of meat.
955. It is not likely that that would be sent from Newcastle ? I do not think that that is at all more likely 
than that it vvould be sent from here. As you increase the shipping facilities so you increase the means 
of loading.
956. As a matter of fact, do not ships that take wheat take a full cargo of it ? I think they take a full
cargo, but I was never in the trade. -
957. Would the Orient ships be likely to take wheat? I do not know; they might take it from 
Adelaide. I do not see why they should not. There is no country in Australia better suited for wheat 
growing than the slopes of the western ranges on the northern and western side. I think the country 
there is some of the finest wheat growing land in the world ; but it has never been used to any great 
extent, owing to. the difficulty of getting the wheat to the sea board.
958. Mr. O’ Sullivan.] Is it not a fact that the carcases of merino sheep sent to .England are dark and
unsightly, whereas those of cross-bred sheep are clean looking ? 1 have heard from experts that the
cai'cases of cross-bred sheep look the nicer.
959 That being so—merino sheep give an inferior meat ? I do not say that the meat is inferior. I 
say that it is darker ; but I find, from the reports of recent sales in London, that Sydney meat has brought 
as much as New Zealand meat, or nearly so.
900. Still, as a matter of fact, the merino meat as a rule is dark and unsightly, and brings an inferior 
price ? Heretofore it has done, but latterly it has brought nearly as much as the New Zealand meat.
961. Do you think that we shall ever be able to compete with New Zealand, the Argentine Bepublic, or 
Chicago ? I think so. There is no reason why we should not breed cross-bred sheep. I breed them 
very largely, and I fancy that I can compete with New Zealand. 962.

# Note {on revision) :—Then Geddes and Co.’s business was given in, for which we had to give 20,000 fully paid-up 
shares, so that our capital paid up this moment represents £28,250.
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W.F. 962. At the present time we have not many cross-bred sheep here? A sheep will grow to its full size 
Buchanan, in 18 months or 2£ years, so that you would not have to wait long.

Es(l 963. We have now merino sheep principally? Yes; but cross-breds are very easily reared.
y°u that people will go in for cross-breds for the meat export trade ? I thiuk so. I

2 July, 1890. k-nQ-^r a neighbour of mine is selling his merinos so as to be able to go in for cross-breds. I also 
think that they will go in for cross-bred sheep very largely in the Illawarra district. We could breed 
them as well there as they do in Warrnambool.
965. Do you know of a single company which has been formed in the northern districts for the purpose 
of freezing meat to send to Sydney ? No.
966. There is none ? Not that I know of.
967. Is any agitation going on about it ? Yes.

The following letter was forwarded by Mr. Buchanan in explanation :—
13 Phillip-street, Sydney, July 3rd, 1890.

To the Chairman, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Worts:—
Dear Sir,

With reference to my statement, made yesterday, regarding the cost of the buildings to be erected by The 
Pastoralists’ Association, I find, upon research, that the amount stated, about £14,000, does not include foundations, wharf, 
canal, &c„ the cost of which will bring the cost of the building now in course of erection to upwards of £20,000.

Yours, &c.,
* W. F. BUCHANAN.

THURSDAY, 3 JULY, 1890.
firesTitt:—

JOSEPH PALMER ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaieman).
The Hon. John Lackey.
The Hon. Andeew G-aeban.
The Hon. Eeedeeick Thomas Humpheey. 
The Hon. William Joseph Teickett.
The Hon. Geoege Heney Cox.

Jacob Gaeeaed, Esq.
Heney Copeland, Esq.
James Ebbnezee Tonkin, Esq. 
William Speingthoepe Dowel, Esq. 
Edwaed William O’Sulliyan, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway to connect the North Shore Railway with the
deep waters of Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point.

Arthur Samuel Hamand, Esq., sworn, and examined :—
A.S.Hamand, 968. Dr. Garran.~\ Are you a recognized member of any engineering institute ? I was a member of the 

Es(l- Institute of Civil Engineers in 1870.
969. Have you had practical experience in laying out railways ? For nearly thirty years.

3 July, 1890. gyo_ jj;aye y0U had practical experience in working them ? I have been a director of a railway for twelve 
years.

. 971. You know all the details as to the cost of running, working expenses, and so forth? I think so.
972. Is the plan before the Committee a fair representation of the route which you mention in the letter 
sent to the Committee by you ? Yes ; I think it is very approximate. Of course the plan which I have 
sent to you is on a very small scale, so that it was difficult to mark it out exactly.
973. I gather from the plan that you would leave the existing line about 9 miles from Hornsby;—you 
would not go on to the present St. Leonards terminus ? At 9^ miles from Hornsby, I think.
974. Then you throw away about a mile of the line already made ? I should not quite throw it away. I 
had not overlooked that point. You could, of course, commence much nearer to St. Leonards’ Station; but 
that would make the line more roundabout. It had occurred to me that before long some line- must be 
made on the north side of the Lane Cove River, and in that event the piece of line running down to 
St. Leonards’ Station could be utilised.
975. Apart from that, in order to get to Milson’s Point, you would not avail yourself of it ? No.
976. For what purpose do you consider a line might at any time be taken to Lane Cove—on the north side 
of the Lane Cove River ? £he district will develop, and in a very short time become full of residences..
977. You are aware that originally the Government surveyors laid out this line to come down to Ball’s 
Head ? I cannot say that I am aware of it.
978. At any rate there was a line made out to Ball’s Head ? . Yes.
979. "Would this mile that we are speaking of be available for making a descent to Ball’s Head ? Certainly.
980. You know the route that the surveyors originally laid out from St. Leonards’ Station, as it is now, to 
Cremorne Point ? Yes.
981. Have you walked over that route ? Not over the Cremorne end of it—not quite up to Cremorne.
982. Have you gone over the portion between St. Leonards’ Station and where your line would join 
it ? Yes.
983. Can you make a fair comparison between that line and your line, which is practically a little to the 
north of it ? There will be, if anything, more work upon the Government line.
984. The length is a little greater with your line than with theirs ? Not from the point I start from. If 
you look at the plan a moment you will see that my 12 miles comes almost exactly opposite their 12 miles.
985. From the point where you leave the main line to the head of Long Bay, which is the point where the 
lines join ? The actual mileage of construction is longer.
986. It is not very much lor.ger ? No ; very little.
987. But yet your gradient is easier than theirs ? Yes. I have not seen their section over the Cremorne 
line, but I imagine that the line must rise after leaving the existing line before it begins to fall.
988. They both leave the existing line at the 9-j mile point, and meet again very near the head of Long 
Bay ? Yes.
989. If your gradient is much easier than theirs, they must have some level or compensating gradients ? 
I think they have a rise in between ; I have no rise.
990. Is your descent continuous, or do you allow levels for stations? There would be level portions, of course.
991. Have you put those in, or have you merely left room available for them ? I have left room for them 
in the gradient.
992. You have allowed for them ? I have alloived for them 993.



RAILWAY TO CONNECT KOETH SHORE RAILWAY WITH POET JACKSON, AT MILSON’S POINT. 37

993. You can ascend from this point at the head of Long Bay with a gradient of 1 in 70 ? The gradient A.S.Hamaud,
is very much less on the average—it is only 00 feet in a mile, or 1 in 88. ■ ■^6<1>
994. Looking at the little peninsula between the two coves in Long Bay, 1 see that you have avoided
the heavy work by going round ? I looked at that, and it did not seem to me worth while to cut through 3 July, 1890. 
the hill, and bridge so many streets. The main thing for the public is the position of the stations, and 
how you get from one station to another does not matter to them.
995. Stations should be at points to which as much traffic as possible converges ? That is the main con
sideration—to put the stations where they would serve the public.
998. The red circles indicate where you would put the stations ? Yes.
997. The one you show at a little past the 11 miles is close to the head of Long Bay ; but, except for the 
bridge crossing to the North Sydney Company’s land, that would not be a place for the concentration of 
traffic ? No.
998. You look upon the bridge as bringing traffic from the estate ? There would be traffic on the south 
side as well as on the north side.
999. That would cross the private tramway ? Yes.
1000. You would put the station at the intersection with the tramway ? Yes.
1001. The other station would be near the head of Willoughby Falls ? It is marked at Willoughby Falls, 
but it is not quite close to the falls ; it is in the valley there, on the Cammeray-road.
1002. From there you go in a generally south-west direction through the heart of the already occupied
part of St. Leonards P Yes. * ’
1003. In making your estimation of the cost, have you considered that you go right through the well 
populated part of the district there—that the ground would be very expensive to buy ? We should tunnel 
at that point.
1004. Would the whole of the line be a tunnel between the station at the 12 miles and the next station at 
the 12f miles ? Not all of it, but nearly all.
1005. By that means you would avoid the expense of purchasing land? Yes.
1006. When you emerge from the tunnel again you have another station? Yes,; that is not far oil the
end of Bidge-street. ’
1007. Ghairman.~] Bidge-street is where the terminus of the tram is ? Yes; this is at the east end of 
Bidge-street, where it impinges upon the head of the valley at Neutral Bay.
1008. Dr. Garran.~\ You would have another station between that point and Milson’s Point ? Yes, in- 
the other fork of the Neutral Bay Yallev ; not very far from Willoughby-street.
1009. You think that that would be well placed for catching all the traffic from the Neutral Bay district ?
That would take the whole of the traffic from Walker-street.
1010. Then you propose to go right on to the point? Yes.
1011. The part from the head of Lavender Bay to the point is common to your plan and to the Govern
ment plan? Yes. ”
1012. Do you think it important to go as far as'the point? I had not considered this North Shore ~
Bailway alone. I have been looking at it in connection with the general accommodation of all the suburbs.
I sent in a plan to theBoyal Commission on the City Bailway, a copy of which I hand in. You will see 
by that that I do not contemplate Milson’s Point being a terminus.
1013. Your plan contemplates a bridge ? No; my plan contemplates crossing the harbour in a tube 
laid almost ou the surface of the silt, but sunk into it to some extent.
1014. If you laid it on the silt it would be immaterial to you how deep the rock was underneath ? Ye^j.
1015. The sand and mud would give you sufficient bottom ? Yes. The main advantage of crossing in a 
tube is that you have only to descend GO feet below the water.
1016. But if you were going to use a tube you would have to make a descent in some point on the line? I • 
do that by a helical curve, which you see marked on the plan.
1017. Do you mean a spiral? A helical curve—a spiral. That length of curve is something like seven- 
eighths of a mile.
1018. You enter this curve ? At Milson’s Point. _
1019. So that your plan contemplates a level line along Lavender Bay to Milson’s Point, before coming . 
to the spiral ? Starting there to descend on the spiral.
1020. And a circle of the diameter shown will give you the requisite distance to enable you to descend
under the water ? I go down 1 in 70, cross the water on a level, and rise 1 in 70 on the other side. .
1021. On emerging at Dawes’ Point do you rise with another circle ? I rise 1 in 70 up to Circular Quay.
I do not know whether I need go into the whole subject. The main point I wish to insist upon is, that 
you should never have a terminus if you can avoid it—always try to go on somewhere else.
1022. You would not have a terminus in Sydney ? No. *
1023. You would have a circular railway ? Yes; always take your trains on.
1024. Never pull up to a dead stop in the middle of the city? I have made a calculation by which!
estimate that the stopping and going back again of .100 trains a day, at Bedfern, is a waste of something •
like £20,000 a year. ' .
1025. Still, in London they all stop—Charing Cross is a stopping station, and so is the Mansion House ?
Only for certain trains.
1026. What about Liverpool-street ? That must be so, of course, when you are not prepared to go on.
Besides there you must remember that the jealousy of the different companies interferes to prevent the 
working of the lines as a whole ; it is quite different here.
1027. Still you do not want to take the big trains from the north circling round the city ? I should work 
them as a part of the suburban service.
1028. But the people from the north do not want to go cruising about the city ? I am quite sure that 
they do not all want to be put down at the same place.
1029. But from that place they could radiate to wherever they wanted to go, and that will answer their 
purpose ? It involves another journey by tram or cab.
1030. Does anybody ever come into the city who does not have to make another journey ? At the present 
time, no ; but I would put stations at places which would accommodate everybody.
1031. Your scheme for carrying the railway to Milson’s Point is independent of the scheme for crossing 
the. harbour. The latter could be added, or not, as we liked ? Yes.
1032. Do you, by your descent, reach the wharf level at the head of Lavender Bay ? Yes. 1033.
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A.S.Hamand, 1033. So that you have the whole of the frontage on the eastern side of Lavender Bay available for wharf 
Es<l- purposes ? Yes. . _ .

' ' 1034. Supposing we did not want to make this circular railway of yours, hut only wished to brin g the
■3 July, 1890. pasgengers to a point at which they could be shipped to Sydney,—do you think it would be necessary to 

go all the way to the point, or would you land them at the head of the bay ? I should bring them to the point.
1035. When they have to go in a steamer—does it matter much whether the journey is one-eighth of a 
mile more or less ? I think so. Why should you not bring your passengers to the nearest point.
1036. But if the cost is pretty considerable, would you not avoid it. The G-overnment has to purchase 
the whole of this frontage from the head of Lavender Bay to Milson’s Point, which will cost a considerable 
amount of money;—would it not be better if you avoided that ? You could, of course, avoid it 
altogether simply by tunneling.
1037. But without tunneling ; suppose you put the passengers on board the ferry at the head of Lavender
Bay instead of taking them by railway to Milson’s Point, would it make any difference ; you must put 
them on the steamer ? Then your steamer would have to call at Milson’s Point. _
103S. Not necessarily, if another steamer was put on for that traffic ? There is no doubt that that might 
be done. It would be a little inconvenient, but I do not think myself that it is the right way to handle traffic.
1039. Still you must put your people on board a ferry steamer ? Yes ; if you consider this as a line
stopping there, but it cannot stop here. . .
1040. I am supposing that it does stop here. TTntii you want to make the line across the harbour, is it 
well to go to the expense of resuming the land along the eastern side of Lavender Bay ? I do not know 
what the cost of the resumption of that foreshore would be.
1041. You have not gone into the calculation ? No ; I have no figures to guide me.
1042. The estimates given to us vary from £20 to £50 a foot? It is a lot of money.
1043. Would you face that expenditure in order to save a quarter of a mile in the journey by steamer?
At the present time I would not face the expenditure of connecting the line at all—not with the existing 
traffic. It is the future traffic that will compel you to do this. _ _ _
1044. Merely for present traffic necessities it is not required ? I question whether the line itself is 
required for present necessities.
1045. If the G-overnment brought the line to Lavender Bay that would add to the value of the land
about there? Immediately you bring the line down to North Shore you will develop there precisely the 
same kind of building as is going on on the southern suburban line right up to Parramatta. _ _
1046. Supposing the Government bring the line to the head of Lavender Bay, which you admit is 
enough for present purposes, will it be a good policy for them to at once possess themselves of the 
frontage to the bay, remembering that they will have to buy it some day, and that if they do not buy it 
now, its value will be enhanced by the improvements which they have created? There would not be a 
question that the Government should resume it or keep it.
1047. Whether they make the railway or not ? They are not obliged to use it for the railway. They
can use it for other purposes. The actual width required for a railway to the point vmuld be trifling, 
but in the making of that railway they might reclaim a certain area which w-ould go a very long way to 
repay the outlay. _ _
1048. You are of opinion that if the line is ever brought to the head of Lavender Bay it is bound to go
on to Milson’s Point ? Certainly. _
1049. You therefore think that it would be good policy to resume the land there without delay ? Yes.
1050. But that it is not wanted for the immediate purpose of traffic ? No.
1051. You look upon this circular grade and the pipe as the cheapest method of getting across the harbour ?
I am sure that it is. _
1052. Have you formed any eslimate, starting from Milson’s Point, of the cost of your circle, and of the
tunnel under the point, together with the rise until you get on the level at Circular Quay ? I have ; but 
not separately—not detached from tho rest of tho scheme. _
1053. Could you tell us roughly what it w-ould cost ? I cannot give you the figures at this moment.
1054. Would it amount to £500,000 ? As far as Circular Quay, yes—including Circular Quay.
1055. The line from the station at Milson’s Point to the station at Circular'Quay would cost not less than 
£500,000 ? That also includes the station at Dawes’ Point.
1056. Have you formed any idea as to w'hat it wrould cost to make a bridge ? No, I have not, because I
think that a bridge would lie the wrong thing, for many reasons. _
1057. Do you think that a bridge could be made for £500,000 ? I think it is more likely that it w-ould
cost £1,000,000; hut the chief objection to a bridge is that to get an approach you would have to start
from about the Town Hall on one side, and from AValker-street at the other side, and the railway will he of 
no use at all to the population between those points.
1058. We are told that w-e could get an elevation of 160 feet from Observatory Hill, and that wo could 
get the same level on the other side ? But you have to get up to Observatory Hill from somewhere.
1059. From Wynyard-square we could rise enough to cross the harbour at an elevation of 160 feet? I 
am afraid that it would be one of those tremendously steep gradients.
1060. 1 in 40 or 1 in 50 ? 1 in 50 is not possible. _
1061. At any rate, you are clear in your own mind that Milson’s Point is the best place from which to
make a circular descent ? Yes. •
1062. And that Dawes’ Point is the best place to strike the land on this side ? Yes ; it is the shortest
crossing.
1063. You do not trouble your head at all about the depth of the rock ? Itreally does not matter.
1064. It would be cheaper to sink the pipe in the mud ? It is not mud ; it is hard silt.
1065. A great deal of it is mud from the streets ? You will find it very hard.
1066. Hard enough to give you all the bottom you want ? Certainly.
1067. You would have to sink this pipe iowr enough to give enough depth of water to enable all kinds of 
vessels to cross it ? The top of the tube would be 50 feet below- the water.
1068. Would the tube itself dip, or would it be level ? It would bo practically level; there would he 
just enought fall to drain it.
1069. Drainage each way to tho shore ? Yes.
1070. There would be no fall in the middle ? No. It w-ould bo much easier to lay such a tube in the
w ater than it would be to construct it in earth or soil permeated by water. 1071.
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1071. Supposing that the rock were solid at a depth of 50 feet, would it be harder to tunnel through it than A.S.Hamand,
to lay this tube f Very much harder. . Esq.
1072. Can you refer me to any instance in which a tube of this kind has been laid ? Not in water ; but /---- ----- n
there are a great number of cases where such tubes hare been laid in earth, clay, or gravel, which was ^ 1890.
pervious to water. In such cases, you had not only the water to deal with, but you had the earth in 
addition. ~
-*■0/3. Caii you refer me to an example of such a submarine railway P I do not know, 
hi--’ rni?erL "i6 E^10U*C* *iave make an experiment P There is a railway under the Thames.
In-?' ^rouS‘1 the Old Thames Tunnel? No, a new one, just finished, going through an iron tube.
10/0 lhat would be an instance that I want? That tube is not made in the water—it is laid in the 
gravel becl of the river, which is worse than laying it in the water, because you have the weight of the

t>° ^ea V'lt;1111 a<t|t*tioii to the water. You would have to provide for the water outside the gravel. '
10/7. _lsy your scheme would you have to dredge a channel? Yes; it would be dredged by a special 
revolving aredge. ° J 1
1078. You would get the bottom level, and then Jay the tube in it ? Yes.
inon W0Um ^ th<\lengt]l of the tube from Milson’s Point to Dawes’ Point ? Twenty-five chains.
1080. W hat would be its diameter ? Twenty feet externally.
1081. Would you have one or two tubes ? Two - one for each line of rails
1082. Quite separate from one another ? Quite. ”
1083. lou estimate the cost of your line at £350,000 from the point where you leave the Hornsby line to
Milson s Pointdoes that include eyery thing ? Yes. -
1084. It includes the cost of land ? Yes.
it^er® only one tunnel ?‘ There may be ashort tunnel under Alfred-street. ' '
1086. ihe principal tunnel will be between the 12 and the 12i miles 3 Yes
i nol' f b°Ut half a mile in le“Sth ? 1 think it would be a little over half a'mile.
1088. Let us return for a moment to the question of the tube;—have you made a separate-estimate of that 
part ot the work, which would consist of the cost of the tube, and of laying it ? Yes
1089. Would you mind saying what it is? I do not like to give figures unless I can give them accu
rately. 1 have not got the estimate with me, hut I shall send it to vou.
Point ?W^\?n]y^rnodnnStan+f t0 ^ ^ •Cos1fc th? &ove™men"t line from St. Leonard’s to Milson’s 
romt r I think £260,000 or thereabouts, mcludmg the land.
109L You are £90,000 above that ? Yes ; but I give vou 2 miles more of line
tono' makes the journey from Hornsby to Milson’s Point 2 miles longer ?' One mile loimer
1093. But one of the supposed advantages of this line is that it will shorten the journey to Sydney from
the north, so that you would lessen that advantage by adding a mile ? Shortness'of the'journev does not '
tno? o epT;d Up?t1 d.lslance- Sometimes it depends upon the time which you can save bn the lourney.
J0J4. oomehmes the longest road round is the quickest road home ? Yes J
^95’ Ton have mentioned in your letter that your proposed line would be a help towards a line to 
Cremorne 768 5 arid 1 think y0U- ouSht to takc into account the fact that it is really 2 miles towards

1096. Your line to Manly would go to the Spit ? . Yes. •
Innl' ^fould y?u r"'°Pose to cross there by a bridge ? You must do that.
1098. if you cake the railway there you must have a bridge ? I think so. I would not like to say that
Tow TI rrr^nal the.P?int. but 1 think that the land there is suitable for a bridge.
1 v* tbe of ^YllloYShky Falls you pm the Government survey to Cremorne ? I cross it.
110°. You could work info it with a curve? I do not know the levels of the Government survey to 
Oiemorne , but I imagine that it is on a higher level than mine. "
1101. Have you followed the Government line from Willoughby Palls to Cremorne? No.
1102 But you have dove-tailed that in as your method of getting to Cremorne ? I have no doubt that it 
can be accommodated to that line.
H03. You have not looked into the line ? I do not know the levels of the Cremorne branch, so I could 
not tell you whether my line could pm it. .
IIOL I understood that you recommended your line as being equally convenient for getting to Cremorne ?
V1,Y0Vlat th^ ?°JS* a llrle can be made Tuite as easily as the Government line. ■
1105 Prom the head ot Willoughby Palls to Cremorne would-be somewhat longer than if we extended
^nnG0T?mT.^ llue ir0m tlle bead of Lavender Bay to Cremorne ? I daresay it would.
J-lOb. It would be a more expensive way of getting to Cremorne P Which P 
H07. By going to Willoughby Palls ? I do not think so. • ‘
UGS It would be a greater length of journey ? I think it would be found easier, and I think that you 
would nna the outlay less. J
i J,°U t^11^ tbat tbe Sreater distance would be compensated for by lighter work ? Yes 
1110. Though the length will be greater the cost would not be greater ? I do not think so.
mi. Do you think that from the head of Lavender Bay to Milson’s Point there is shore-line enough to
answer all the requirements of both goods and passenger traffic ? Certainly not of goods traffic. In the 
first piace there is not sufficient depta of water, nor is there space for the vessels to lie outside the wharfs, 
quite as ‘Y ^ ^ large aS byd“ey Cove ? It maybe nearly as large, but I should say that it is not

1113. If Sydney Cove has been large enough for the trade of Sydney for the last 100 years, and big
steamers have been going m there for the last ten years, why should Lavender Bay not be suitable P I do 
not see very many ordinary commercial ships coming in to the Circular Quay. I see them going to Darliim 
Harbour, Dawes’ Point, and Miller s Point. & & 0 .
1114. Would tliere be as much accommodation in Lavender Bay as in Sydney Cove ? You might make ir, 
but you would not get the same depth of water m the middle.
iW1* -T I01" that is a7 (luantity °f water in Lavender Bay ? The shape of tho bay is different.

1 6. T think that if you look at the map you will see that the two bays are very much alike ? Now that 
look at the map I sec that Lavender Bay looks a good deal smaller. If you put wharves up there you 

take a certain amount of the water space away, and thus reduce the area. i J
1117. Would you recommend Lavender Bay as a place for shipping coal from the north ? Certainly not:
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A.S.Hamand, H18. 
Esq.

For wliat reason ? There arc plenty of other places tliat are far better. • ... ,
1119. What makes it objectionable, supposing wc get the. railway there .' In tho first place it is already

f occupied by residences. I do not think that we should destroy residential property in order to make
3 July, 1890. wharyeg; and erect coal shipping staiths, when wo have plenty of space not far off in either direction.

1120. Do you think that if there was a coal shipping place there the coal-dust would spoil tho neigh
bourhood for residential purposes ? It would within half a mile of the wharf. _
1121. Do you think it would have any disagreeable effect on Sydney ? I do not think so.
1122. Do you know how far fine coal-dust travels ? A very long way ; it blackens tne country for a long
distance. _ . . , .
1123. Have you made any experiment in connection with the matter ? Iso. _ _
1124. Would not a north-east wind bring some of the fine coal-dust oyer to Sydney? That is quite • 
possible, but the winds from that quarter do not seem to me to blow continuously enough to do that very

1125. 'You think that the North Shore people would feel the nuisance most? I think they would be
blackened. , „ , ,
1126. Would it damage the district for residential purposes to ship wool from there ? JNo ; not very much.
1127. You do not want the whole length of the shore from the head of Lavender Bay to Milson s 1 oint • 
for a passenger station ? I do not think that j7ou want more than a short length at the point tor a 
passenger station.
1128. Would 800 feet be enough ? Certainly. _ , n j. i t o
1129. You run along the edge of the water for the wkole distance, but you do not want all that land . 
No ; you do not require it for the railway, but it could be utilized with the railway there.
1130. What way would you utilize it ? It depends upon where you make the railway. If you made 
the railway in a cutting you would have all the frontage to spare.
1131. But the probability is that the cliff w7ould be cut down and levelled ? Then you would have all tho
space outside of the railway to spare for general wharf purposes.
1132. Wharf purposes would be the only purposes to which it could be put. You would have oO or 100
feet of level land, and you could do little more 'with, it than construct wharves and warehouses there. 
You could not do anything more with it. . .
1133. If you have been the director of a railway perhaps you have considered the question as to the 
probable traffic which will be brought dowm to the water by the proposed line ? That depends very much 
upon how the traffic is going to be worked.
1134. You are aware that it is a slightly shorter line to the water of the harbour than the route round by
Hyde? Yes. ,
1135. Do you think that that shortening-will induce the commerce, all things being considered, to go to 
the north side of the harbour instead of coming, as it does now, to the south side?_ I believe that the 
difference in length is something like 10 or 11 miles, but I do not think that 11 miles is worth considering.
1136. We were told by a witness yesterday that the Government undertakes to deliver wool and produce
into people’s stores in Sydney, wherever they may be ;—in that case, would it matter to them which 
way it was brought ? Notin the least—it could not. Besides, traffic rates are not always settled exactly 
by mileage. The rate from Sydney, let us say, to any place beyond Newcastle, would be the same, 
whether the goods were sent from the north shore or from the south shore. „ „
1137. Supposing you were working this railway, would you break the trains at Hornsby, to send halt ot 
the trucks down to North Shore? Certainly not. I should concentrate all my goods traffic, and all my 
wool traffic, and whatever there was, as much as possible, at one depot.
1138. Concentration means economy, but dispersion means expense ? Yes. _ .
1139. Supposing the two lines were made and put under your management, and supposing it were part 
of your contract to deliver wool, tin, horns, and so forth, to some store in Sydney, would you concentrate 
the trade in Darling Harbour until your space there was too small ? Yes.
1140. And you would not seek another depot until you were pressed for room ? And then I should get
a place as near as possible to the original depot. _ n .
1141. You are of opinion that it will not pay the Government to split the traffic at Hornsby, uniess it 
has some inducement in the way of extra trainage ? Of course the public idea is that by having a line 
11 miles shorter they will be able to get the rates reduced somewhat; but that cannot be so. In a general 
way you would have to haul 11 miles for a lesser rate, but Darling Harbour would get the advantage ot 
any reduction.
1142. You mean that the rate for both places would be the same ? Yes.. .
1143. The Government will not have two rates ? I do not think that it is possible. .
1144. From Tamworth to Sydney there would be a specified rate ? Yes, to either point. .
1145. If it will not pay the Government to split the traffic, will it pay the consignors to ask for it to be
split ? If there was a special traffic of sufficient importance to warrant a train being run separately tor 
it it might pay the Government to work the line in that way, but I doubt whether that would be the case. 
114G. There would have to be a whole train-load to one place ;—it would not pay to split at Ilorsnby . 
They would never do it, and if they did the rate would be the same. .
1147. In your estimate of £350,000 for the line, have you divided the cost of land and resumption from tho
cost of works ? Yes; I did divide it, of course, in making it. .
1148. Could you give us the figures ;—I have not got them with me, but I will send them to you.
1149. You say that you would not take coals to Lavender Bay. Have you got in your mind any place 
where, supposing a coal traffic should spring up from the north, you would ship coal ? The coal might

• either go to Cremone, or it might go to one of the bays further west.
1150. To Ball’s Head Bay or to Berry’s Bay ? Yes.
1151. Either of those would suit well ? Yery well indeed. . . .
1152. Supposing coal should come from the north, do you think it would be better to ship it .from the 
north or from the south side of the harbour ? I think it would be best to keep the whole ot the coal 
shipping in one place, whether it came from the north, south, or west. I do not believe that any coal will 
ever come from the north by rail; it will probably all come from the south. .
1153. The coal from the south must necessarily be shipped from tho south side ; so, therefore, we must
have cranes and staiths on this side of the harbour ? Yes; and I do not believe that you will ever require 
any on the north side. Ho4.
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1154. It being essential for us to ship from the south, you think that we had better concentrate all the A.S.Hamand,
traffic here ? Yes. Esq.
1155. There would be no advantage to shippers in having two sets of wharves ? No.
1156. Are you at all acquainted with the coal shipping trade in England ? Yes. . ® Jatyi 1890.
1157. Does it bear any analogy to the coal shipping trade here? It bears some analogy, of course; but
the quantities there are rather immense. ■
1158. The coal harbours in England are coal harbours specially ;—they do not ship coal from London?
No.
1159. Do they ship it from Liverpool? No ; they do from Birkenhead, sometimes.
1160. Do the ships ever £et coal brought in by railway, and have it put on board at the docks for cargo 
purposes ? Where ?
1161. In London ? By railway?
1162. Yes ? Occasionally. .
1163. But there is no large trade of that kind ? No.
1164. Ships going out of London do not, as a rule, carry coal for freight ? No, never.
1165. But ships coming out from here do carry coal as freight ? Yes ; or they would if they had it to
carry.
1166. Mr. Trichett.'] What are your general views as to the desirability or otherwise of extending this 
railway from its present terminus ? I think it ought to be extended.
1167. Have you considered the question of tram connection ? Yes, I have.
1168. What do you think about that ? I think it would be wrong to endeavour to work a passenger
traffic of any magnitude by that tram service—I mean, of course, the projected tram extension to St. . 
Leonards’ Station. '
1169. You think that that would be a mistake ? I think so.
1170. Do you look upon the proposed extension in tho light of a passenger extension, or of a goods 
extension ? Mainly of a passenger extension.
1171. You do not attach much importance to the goods aspect of the question ? Not at the present 
time, but it is my opinion that in the course of twelve years the trade of Sydney will double itself, and, 
therefore, I look forward to the possibility of the north side of the harbour coming out more boldly with 
a goods trade.
1172. And taking that view you think the railway should come in the direction you advocate, in preference 
to that suggested by the Government ? Tes. I think, apart from the question of goods traffic, the line 
which I have suggested is more calculated to develop tho district and to accommodate Ihe public, and I 
think that in the course of a few years there will be more people residing along the line which I propose 
to make than along the Government line.
11/3. Can you tell us the extra length of your line ? It makes the distance from Hornsby 1 mile more.
1174. Where would you make your passenger terminus? Alt Milson's Point.
1175. Bight at the point? At the point itself.
1176. On the western or on the eastern side ? On the western side. .
11 / i"• IV hat area do you think would be necessary for tho purpose of providing station accommodation ?
If it were not a terminal station, probably some 4 or 5 acres would be enough.
1178. But looked at as a terminal station r You would want more than double that—10 or 12 acres.
1179. Is Milson’s Point a suitable place for constructing a station at? No ; it is an awkward place at 
which to arrange a terminal station.
1180. By reason of its narrowness ? Yes, and also because of its height above the water.
1181. Mr. O’Sullivan What induced you to lay out your line on the eastern side of the North Shore?
Do you mean why did I diverge ? ■ "
1182. W hat induced you to go on that side instead of on the western side, as the department proposed 
to go ? I considered the question as to which line would accommodate the public best.
1183. Do you think, then, that there is a larger population on the eastern side ? There is already more 
population there than on the Government route.
1184. And the descent to the water is very much easier ? That, of course, is one of the main reasons for 
the deviation—the easier gradient.
1185. Do you propose that a portion of your line shall be utilized afterwards as a line to Manly and Pitt

. water ? Itwouid in any case be the beginning of a line to Manly and beyond, and it would also serve to
connect Cremorne. " '
1186. If your station were brought to Milson’s Point, could you make the spiral descent which ydu have 
mentioned ? It would be a continuation of the line, but the station at Milson’s Point would cease to be 
a terminal station, and would become a through station.
1187. Mr. Copeland.'] I suppose your scheme of a spiral descent could be availed of if the Government 
proposition were carried out ? It could.
1.188. Mr. Dowel.] Have you made yourself acquainted with the proposal now before the Committee ?
The only one with which I am acquainted is that which is shown on the lithogranhed plan attached to the 
report of the Committee. *
1189. You propose to increase the length of that line, as I understand, by 2 miles ? By l mile.
1190. What is the length of your line altogether ? I think that it is 13 miles 68 chains from Hornsby.
1191. Whore would your terminus be ? At Milson’s Point. -
1192. W hat is the total length ot your line ? Do you mean the additional mileage besides what is already 
constructed ?
1193. Yes? Something like 4 miles.

Have you made yourself acquainted with the value of the land at North Shore ? Yes, pretty well.
And you think that you have allowed sufficient in your estimate for resumptions ? I think so.
Where would your line strike the level in Lavender Bay ? Strike the level of what ?

^ The water. You come down with a grade to Lavender Bay—where would your level run be there?
Where would the gradient cease ? '/'
1198. V; es ? About halfway between Lavender Bay and Milson’s Point. .

lor what length of run have you made provision in Lavender Bay ?

m—y

1194.
1195.
1196.
1197.

of a mile.
Eor something like a quarter

1200.
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A.S.Hamand, 1200. Plow many tunnels do you have ? There is one tunnel through the summit, and a very short one 
Esq. under Alfred-street. '

—-v 1201. What would be the length of those tunnels ? Perhaps three-fourths of a mile altogether.
3 July, 1890. 1202. What would be the height of the mouth of your tunnel at the northern end? I cannot tell you.

1203. Have you taken any levels at all ? Yes ; but I do not carry all these small figures in my head.
1204. How far would your line extend from Willoughby Palls? I have marked it upon the plan—it is 
not a very great distance.
1205 Do you know where the bridge is that has been constructed over in that direction ? Do you mean 
the suspension bridge ?
1206. Yes ? I do.
1207. What distance will your route go from that bridge ? Perhaps 100 yards from the And of it. •
1208. That is your proposed terminus ? Yo ; the line has no terminus.
1209. Is there any population at all along the route which you advocate ? Between the 12-miles 
point marked on the plan and the terminus I should say that there was a great deal of population, but 
between the 12-miles point and the junction with the existing line there is very little at the present 
time—that is to say on the first half of the route there is very little settlement, and on the' second half 
there is a great deal.
1210. Will you be good enough to explain to the Committee what population would be served by your 
line? You know where the Cottage Hospital is, on the Yorth. Sydney-road. There Would be a station 
not very far from that, and that is not very far from a good deal of population.
1211. That is one portion ? That will be the first station on the new route. At the next station there 
is no population at all, but at the one after that there is some population.
1212. Can you inform the Committee the amount in numbers? Well, I see streets being laid out and 
houses being erected, but I do not know the number of the population.
1213. You referred, in some answers which you gave to Dr. Gar ran, to a proposal for a bridge ;—where
would you propose that that bridge should be intercepted by the line ? 1 proposed no bridge.
1214. You said that a bridge would have to be constructed at a certain point, and I do not think that you 
made it very clear where. You have not considered the question? You mean that it was a supposition?
1215. Yes? It would have to start from the head of Lavender Bay, at Blue’s Point somewhere.
1216. You stated that you thought the bridge would cost £1.000,000 to construct ? I have not considered 
the subject sufficiently to say. I know very well that there have been various estimates.
1217. I will ask you, as an engineer, why should a bridge from this particular point cost more than the 
bridge over the Hawkesbury, which cost £460,000;—would it be more difficult to erect—would it have 
larger spans ? It is not the bridge so much as the approaches. Yo doubt the span,would be a very large 
one—much larger than those at the Hawkesbury.
1218. Can you inform the Committee what would be the relative cost of a tube and a bridge ? Yes. I 
should think that a tube would only cost half as much.
1219. Mr. Garrard.] That would include the approaches to the spiral descent? Oh, yes.
1220. Mr. Dowel.] What advantages do you claim for a grade of 1 in 70 or 1 in 80 ? Over a grade of 1 
in 40 ?
1221. We are to have 1 in 50 ? Then your line will cost more money.
1222. What are the advantages which you claim for a grade of 1 in 70 over a grade of 1 in 50 ? Do you
mean in point of haulage, or how ?
1223. In point of haulage ? In the first place a grade of 1 in 40 is risky and dangerous, and in the next
place you can haul up a very much heavier load on a 1 in 70 grade than you can on a 1 in 40 grade, or 
you can take the same load of a 1 in 70 grade at twice the speed which you can take it up a 1 in 40 grade.
1224. What are the special advantages which you claim for your proposal ? Really, I have set them out
in my letter, and if you do not mind I will refer you to that.
1225. Is the route which you propose the route which the residents of Manly want;—is it what they have 
been agitating for ? I cannot tell you.
1226. Mr. Tonhin.] Could you inform the Committee whether the spiral descent is an original idea of 
your own, or has such a thing been carried out in any other part of the world? I might say that it is a 
common thing. On the St. Gothard Railway, which crosses the Alps between Switzerland and Italy, I think 
there are four spirals on the one side and three on the other. They are put in for the purpose of gaining 
an additional length and avoiding a heavy gradient. The valley there rose too quickly, so they put in a 
spiral to get to a higher level before proceeding up it.
1227. What would be the diameter of the circle ? 24 chains.
1228. And have you ample room at Milson’s Point ? It is,32 chains wide at the widest point.
1229. And on the Dawes’ Point side are you able to rise without a spiral ? There is sufficient length 
between Dawes’ Point and the Circular Quay to allow us to get up without a spiral.
1230. With a grade of what? 1 in 70.
1231. Then the ascent or descent will not be more than 1 in 70 on either side ? No.
1232. The gradient to get under the water will actually be less than will be required to run down from 
Hornsby to Milson’s Point? Yes.
1233. Have you any idea of the grades which have been suggested in case of the construction of a bridge ?

. I have seen nothing better than 1 in 40.
1234. Then your grades would be less than those suggested to Parliament for the approaches to a bridge ?
I think so. What is more, this particular line would earn more money than any other line you could 
propose, because it would go where the traffic is, and would pick it up.
1235. Whereas a bridge would have to be constructed wherever the comformation of the ground offered 
facilities ? Yes.
1236. Mr. Humphery.] Is your estimate of £500,000 to bring the railway over to the Sydney side ? I 
will send you the estimate in detail. Prom memory I think that it would cost £500,000 to extend the 
line from the terminus at Milson’s Point, through tubes, across the harbour to the Circular Quay.
1237. That is in addition to the £350,000 ? Certainly.
1238. So that the cost of extending the line from a mile back from the present terminus to the Circular
Quay would be about £850,000 ? Yes. ,
1239. Mr. Copeland.] How does this tube of yours get its level again at Dawes 'Point;—how does it
emerge from the water ? It joins up to the rock. 1240.
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1240. It continues a grade of 1 in 70 until it meets the rock, and then pierces the rock on the same grade A.S.Hamand, 
until it comes to daylight ? Yes. Esq_.
1211. About where would it emerge into daylight—at Dawes’ Point? It would come nearly up to the ^ n
Circular Quay first. There would be daylight at Dawes’ Point itself, because I propose to build the ® 1890.
station there at the lower end of Port-street.
1242. You would continue the tunnel from Dawes’ Point? Yes, because the ground there is so high.
1243. But it would take from Dawes’ Point to the Circular Quay to run out your levels ? Yes.
1244. In crossing the harbour of course the tube would be level all the way ? Yes ; that would be the 
easiest part of it.
1245. ' Would not the weight of the tube be likely to make it curve and sink into the mud ? The difficulty
would be to put weight enough into the tube to keep it down. You must remember that that tube would 
displace a column of water having a diameter of 20 feet, and put air in its stead. The air would give a 
certain amount of buoyancy to the tube, which would have to be made heavy enough to counterbalance 
the displacement. .
1246. Still there would be the pressure from water above ? It would be the pressure of 50 feet of 
water, but that goes on all round.
1247. Then you think that the tube would remain constantly in one position—that it would not be likely 
to sink ? I am sure of it.
1248. Would it remain so when the train was passing over it ? That would have no effect upon it.
1249. You said a little while ago that you were quite sure that there would be no coal traffic from the 
north? I do not know that I said that I was sure, but I said that it seemed to me one of the improba
bilities. I do not see how they can haul coal over that railway.
1250. Would there be any more difficulty in hauling coal from Wyong than from Lithgow, on the Western 
line ? No, no more difficulty—there would not be so much difficulty.
1251. If they bring coal from Lithgow, why should not they bring it from Wyong or Lake Macquarie ?
Because I think the southern coal is destined to displace all those coals that are farther away.
1252. All the northern coal ? Yes, certainly for railway carriage.
1253. Do you not think that it would be cheaper to bring coal from Lake Macquarie to the North Shore 
by train than to take it to Newcastle, and then pay freight from Newcastle to Sydney? Yes, that might 
be; but I do not know.
1254. I suppose that you are aware that there is coal not more than halfway between Sydney and 
Newcastle—that the coal beds extend south of Newcastle for nearly half the distance ? I know that.
1255. At a workable depth of 800 feet there is coal for over 40 miles south of Newcastle ? In any case 
it would be much further away than the southern coal.
1256. Than the Metropolitan or Coalcliff coal ? Yes.
1257. Suppose a trade in sawn timber and logs were to spring up, which do you think would be the most 
suitable depot for it; do you think that there would be any place for it in Lavender Bay ? There would 
be accommodation there, but I do not think that it would go there,
1258. Where do you think that it would go ? Bound on the Darling Harbour side, where there is now a 
great deal of it—to Pyrmont. Nothing is more difficult than to move trade from one place to another.
1259. You think that the trade does not follow the railway ? It is very often a long time about it.
1260. The Americans are supposed to be a smart people, and they generally hold to that doctrine ? You 
are talking about the opening up of the country, but what you propose to do here is to put the North 
Shore into competition with the south shore, which is a different thing altogether.
1261. In any case I suppose it would only be the right hand competing with the left, seeing that it is a 
Government affair? Yes.
1262. Whatever trade is developed.on the North Shore would to a great extent be taken from the south 
shore ? Por some time, but 1 think the time will come when the North Shore will develop in commercial 
matters.
1263. Speaking in general terms, without committing yourself too closely, do you think the North Shore.
Bailway is a venture which is likely to pay the Government for its construction? Yes, I think so. I 
should certainly advise its construction.
1264. Would you like to take shares in it yourself? That is another question altogether. Before doing 
so I should like to know something about how it is to be worked. There is one point on which I have 
not touched. When you make railways the proper thing is to get as much mileage as vou can, because 
all the rates and fares—passengers’ fares at any rate—are based upon the mileage.
1265. So you would adopt the practice of circle-sailing? No ; but I would not carry people up a 1 in 40 
gradient for the same fare as I would carry them up a 1 in 70 gradient for—it is not right.
1266. You would rather make the distance longer and have an easy grade, and charge the people rather 
on the distance than on the cost of construction ? Especially if I could give additional accommodation, 
by making the line a little longer.
1267. Mr. Garrard.'] What are your reasons for proposing a double tube instead of a single tube? I 
have several reasons.
1268. Would you mind stating them ? In the first place, for all underground railways I should build 
each line with a single tunnel, because a train passing through a single tunnel drives out the air at one 
end and sucks it in at the other after it, thus keeping up a continual current, and assisting the ventilation.
In the second place, two trains in different tubes could not possibly collide. ’
1269. Do I understand that your spiral descent would also be double ? Oh, yes.
1270. Would not that add materially to the cost ? I do not think it makes any difference. As a matter
of fact the cube excavated, and the quantity of the lining of the tunnels would be very nearly the same 
whether you build two small ones or one large one. J
1271. Would it be necessary in the tunnels to provide apertures for the escape of smoke and to allow 
ventilation, or do you apprehend that the rush of the train would clear the tunnel? The longest length 
unventilated in my proposed tunnel would be, perhaps, 30 chains—fths of a mile—and that is nothing
1272. Has not the St. Gothard tunnel, to which you have referred, been found exceedingly objectionable
owing to the accumulation of smoke in it ? The St. Gothard tunnel is 9| miles long, and there is some 
slight difficulty there with the ventilation, but that is a double-line tunnel, and the coal used in the 
locomotives is what they call brick coal, made up with slack, tar, and other substances. It is a composite 
fuel 1273.
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A.S.Hamand, 1273. Is not tlie coal used on the Northern line very dirty? It does not emit such a terrible smoke as 
E81- that patent fuel. The smell of burning tar is worse than anything.

1274. Is it not a fact that one of the principal objections to the underground railway in London is the 
3 July, 1890. wan^. 0£yen^ja^on arl(j nll-gallce 0£ gm0]{ep They lo not use coal there; they use coke. On

some of the lines they use anthracite coal, which makes no smoke, and -which contains a great deal of 
sulphur. •
1275. Has not the smoke been a nuisance, and does it not militate against the success of the under
ground lines ? There is no question as to their success. They carry 140,000,000 people a year,
1276. You do not anticipate any serious nuisance from the use of coal on this line? It would not he 
necessary to use coal. We might use coke. I do not anticipate the least difficulty. The principal section 
of the underground tunnel in London which is affected in the way you mention is three-quarters of a mile 
long, and contains a double line of rail. There is a train through it every minute, and these trains churn 
up the smoke and make such a confusion in the air that it never gets out. This was the length of the 
Metropolitan Kailway which was first constructed, and in succeeding lengths they have remedied the nuisance 
to a large extent.
1277. Will you strike the Circular Quay at a level or overhead ? I go below. I put the level of the 
rails 10 feet below high-water, and I raise the whole of the southern end of the Quay 4 feet.
1278. You do not interfere with the level of the roadway in any way ? I think it would be an act of 
vandalism to put a viaduct there, or to interfere with the picturesque.
1279. Does that usually enter into the calculations of railway engineers ? I think it ought to do so,
though it does not do so always. •

■ 1280. Chairman.'] Did you travel along the route proposed by the Government from the present
railway station to Milson’s Point? Not immediately upon the staked line. I walked over the ground, 
and touched the line at various points—that is all that I can say. I know the country pretty well.
1281. Do you think that your proposal would serve a greater number of people than the G-overnment 
proposal would serve ? I am sure of it.
1282. And with your improved grades I suppose you would take people from Milson’s Point up to where 
you join the Hornsby line quicker than the G-overnment could on their line ? Although 1 should have a 
mile longer, the journey to Chatswood would be effected in quite as short, if not in a shorter time, by my 
route than by the G-overnment route.
1283. You do not anticipate that there will be any goods traffic on the line except the local traffic from 
Milson’s Point to Hornsby ? That is all.
1284. You think that the line will never develop the goods traffic from the north as against Newcastle and 
Darling Harbour ? No.
1285. Having the railivay where it is now, you think that we must bring it to the water somewhere in 
order to make it pay ? "We must.
1286. The present line will never pay working expenses or interest ? Interest is out of the question. I 
do not suppose that it pays working expenses at the present time.
1287. Do you think that the district will justify the proposed extension ? I do. I think that it is a very
valuable residential district. .
1288. If there is to be no goods traffic, or only goods traffic of a very limited character, and the G-overn
ment line is adopted, will there be any necessity for taking it the whole way to Milson’s Point;—would it 
not answer just as well to come halfway down to Lavender Bay ? I do not think so.
1289. Why ? Because I think you should come as near to Sydney as you can get.
1290. Then what are you to do with the steam-ferry service there ? If you continue the railway across 
the harbour the steam-ferry service will suffer.
1291. We can only deal with the proposal before us to bring the railway to Milson’s Point. We have 
heard all you have to say as to the advisability of going on ; and now what I want to know from you is,

■ whether the line would not be equally remunerative if it were brought halfway along Lavender Bay as if 
it were brought to Milson’s Point ? I think it would be a lame affair to do that.
1292. Suppose the railway is brought to Milson’s Point, what is to become of the ferry service ? Of 
course, if the railway goes to Milson’s Point the passengers will get out of the train and jump into the 
steamer, just as they do now with the tram.
1293. Is there sufficient space there, do you think ? Oh, yes.
1294. That would be for passengers, but not for goods ? Not for goods in any case. There is no room 
there for goods. •
1295. Would there be room for goods in Lavender Bay further up ? There would be enough room for 
local traffic, but for traffic of a large description there would not be room.
1296. Do you think that it might be made by cutting down the hills right up to the Lane Cove-road. 
To make a railway, a good deal of the land at Lavender Bay will have to be cut down ? Some of it; but 
the G-overnment purpose to have a viaduct across the baths.
1297. Coming out on to the level at Lavender Bay ? Yes.
1298. You do not think that it would be wise to stop there, but that we should go right on to the point ? 
I certainly should not stop there.
1299. Did you prepare a section of your plan ? A somewhat rough one. I can let the Committee have 
a copy of it.
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TUESDAY, 8 JULY, 1890.
ftesTnt:—

JOSEPH PALMER ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaieman).
The Hon. Andeew Garean.
The Hon. Eeedeeick Thomas Humpheey. 
The Hon. ‘William Joseph Teickett.

Edwaed William O’Sulliyan, Esq.

Jacob Garraed, Esq.
Henry Copeland, Esq.
James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway to connect the North Shore Railway with the
deep waters of Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point.

John Duff, Esq., Chief Inspector of Eorests, sworn, and examined :— ■
1300. Chairman.'] Ton are attached to the Colonial Secretary’s Department? Tes. J. Duff, Esq.
1301. Do you know why you were summoned to give evidence—were you consulted before you were
summoned? It was through Mr. Barling that I came. 8 Julr> 189°‘
1302. He expressed a wish that you should give evidence here ? Tes. '
1303. About what ? Respecting the timber on the proposed line of railway. .
1304. Between Milson’s Point and Pearce’s Corner, or on the northern line ? Mr. Barling did not 
specify which.
1305. Is there a large timber trade round Gosford and Cooranbong at the present time ? The trade is 
not as large, aa it was several years back.
1306. Is there a large area of forest land there ? Tes ; between Gosford and Newcastle there are forest
reserves, embracing a total area of 88,374 acres. .
1307. Does that stretch away to Cooranbong and East Maitland ? Tes.
1308. At the back of Newcastle ? At the back of Newcastle.
1309. What is the character of the country—is it soft or is it hardwood ? It is hardwood chiefly.
1310. There is no softwood there? Scarcely any softwoods near Newcastle, but there are softwood or
brush forests in the vicinity of Gosford, Ourimbah, Wyong, and Cooranbong. .
1311., Tou say that a great deal of timber in the past has been taken from that district ? Tes, and 
especially from close to the railway line and to the main and minor roads.
1312. To your knowledge, has there been a falling off in the trade of late years? There has been.
1313. Since you have occupied your present position ? Tes.
1314.. To what do you attribute that? There has been a depression in the timber trade throughout the 
colonies, but I attribute it principally to the importation of American timbers of late years. They are 
much more easily wrought, and they are cheaper than our colonial hardwoods, though, of course, they are ' 
not so durable. Iron, of late years, has also largely superseded timber for building and fencing purposes.
1315. How far is this forest of 80,000 acres from Sydney ? That area embraces the whole of the forest 
reserves between Gosford and Newcastle.
1316. How far is the most remote part of this forest from Sydney ? The nearest is at Gosford.
1317. I said the farthest—is it 100 miles ? I suppose it would be about 100 miles.
1318. Is the timber suitable for ordinary purposes?" Tes; there is excellent timber throughout the 
district.
1319. And do you mean to say that the American trade can beat that ? No. I think the use of American
timbers will only last for a while, and they will only be used for indoor purposes. It is also intended to 
plant forests of the leading species of useful American timbers, which will ultimately have the effect of 
largely reducing the quantity of these timbers imported. .
1320. The American timbers are softwoods ? Tes.
1321. No hardwood comes here from America? None that I am aware of. Hickory is imported for
coach and buggy building, and American ash for tool handles. . "
1322. Is there much timber in those reserves suitable for building and other purposes ? Tes ; there is a 
great deal.
1323. I suppose the bad roads all through the district render it very difficult to get timber to market from 
those reserves ? Tes, it is very difficult, especially in the loose, soft soil in the brush forests.
1324. Do you imagine that if that railway were taken to North Shore it would have the effect of develop
ing the trade more than the existing line does ? I think the proposed line would increase the trade in 
timber wonderfully, especially towards the North Shore. .
1325. Why ? The line would pass through good timbered country.
1326. But does it not do so now ? Tes ; but it only takes the timber to Sydney, Newcastle, Maitland,
and Singleton, chiefly. If the line were tended, as proposed, I think itwouid take it direct to the North Shore. •
1327. Eor what purpose ? The line would enable the residents upon it to forward their timber to market.
1328. What market? At North Shore, chiefly. . ^ .
1329. Tou think that if the line were extended to the North Shore a direct local market would be opened
up there ? Tes. ‘
1330. But it would not help to develop the timber trade beyond that? No, not beyond that.
1331. Is there anything else which you can tell us about this subject? I have furnished a report upon 
the timbers of the whole of this district as far as I can give information about them.
1332. When was it prepared ? I finished it this morning.
1333. Tou give a description of the timbers ? Tes. .
1334. With their botanical names and their local names ? Tes ; and the names of the reserves, with the 
number and area of each.
1335. I see that there are timber reserves in the district with a total area of 88,374 acres ? Tes.
1336. And the revenue derived from them since 1883—seven years—has been £1,477 3s. 6d. ? Tes. An 
immense quantity of the timber from that district has been cut on private land, and more, I think, than 
from Crown land or from forest reserves.
1337. Tou hand in this report to the Committee? Tes. [Report handed in.]
1338. Tou think that the extension of the railway to the North Shore will afford a local market at that
place ? Tes. .
1339. And to that extent it may develop the trade ? Tes.
1340. But no more? No. 1341.
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J. Duff, Esq. 1341. Mr. Oarrnrd.'] Is there any export of this hardwood to any other colony, or to any other place in 
s ,rT>'TsQn c5lony? Some timber has been shipped direct from this district to China, Victoria, and JVew 

u y* 9 ' Zealand, but the major portion of it goes to Sydney, Newcastle, Maitland, and Singleton.
1312. Do you think that if the line were constructed to the deep waters of Port Jackson it would lead to 
a development of the export trade in timber ? Yes, to the other colonies, and especially to Victoria.
1343. There is a dearth of good hardwood in Victoria ? Yes.
1344. And that colony largely draws its supplies from New South Wales ? Yes. '
1345. You think that if the line were constructed to the deep waters of Port Jackson it would lead to a 
development of the export of timber from this district ? Yes.
1346. But they have now the opportunity of taking their timber to the deep water of the harbour at 
Darling Harbour ? Yes.
1347. You therefore think that the shortening of the journey would materially improve their position in 
exporting timber P I am not certain that it would.
1348. You do not think that a shortening in distance of a few miles would very much improve their 
position ? No, I do not think so.
1349. Mr. O’Sullivan.'] What hardwoods are there in the district? I have furnished a complete list of 
them in the report.
1350. Do you include ironbark ? Ironbark, spotted gum, blue gum, grey gum, turpentine, swamp 
mahogany, red mahogany, &e.
1351. Many of these are not timbers which are used for building houses ? Some of them are not.
1352. But there would be a demand at North Shore for timber for building houses ? Yes ; the principal 
timbers sent from the district are ironbark, blackbutt, and spotted gum.
1353. Mr. Copeland.] To what distance does your district extend ? I go throughout the colony ; I am 
Chief Inspector.
1354. Do you know how many sawmills there are at work between Sydney and Newcastle? There were 
at one time as many as twenty at work between Gosford and Newcastle, but I believe that there are now 
only six mills at work in the district.
1355. Do you know where those are ? There are two sawmills at Wyong, one at Ourimbah, one at 
Wyee, one at Dora Creek, and one now being erected at Tuggerah railway platform.
1356. Do you know the Wyong Estate ? 1 do.
1357. What sort of forest is there there ? The timber in that locality is about the best on that line of 
railway—about Wyong, Wyee, and Cooranbong.
1358. Do you consider that there is a good forest at Wyong ;—-what kinds of timber are there—blackbutt, 
spotted gum ? Yes, and grey gum.
1359. Turpentine ? Yes, and a good many kinds of brush timber.
1360. Those are all useful timbers ? Yes.
1361. Do you know where they send the timber to at the present time from the sawmills at Wyong? 
The timber is sent from the sawmills at Wyong chiefly to Sydney and Newcastle.
1362. Can you say whether there is a very large amount of useful timber in the district ? There is a very 
large quantity of useful timber in the district.
1363. If the railway were extended to the North Shore, and 11 miles of journey thus saved, do you think 
people would be likely to send their timber by the North Shore line instead of through Eedfern ? I do 
not think that a few miles of carriage counts much, as the principal expense is in loading and unloading 
the timber.
1364. Do you know whether any timber is exported to the other colonies? Yes, to Victoria and New 
Zealand.
1365. Do you think it likely that a timber trade would spring up on the North Shore if the railway were 
brought to the deep water there ? Yes.
1366. Do you know of any other forests of timber as near to Sydney as the Wyong forest is? Not of as 
good a quality of timber.
1367. I suppose you are of opinion that there is still enough timber there to last for very many years ? 
Yes, there is.
1368. Do you know the mountains away to the west of Lake Macquarie, where the timber was got for the
Newcastle railway. I think Amos Brothers have some selections up there? I do not know that locality 
very well. -
1369. Do you know the selections which Amos Brothers took up for timber at the time when the Northern 
railway was being constructed? No.
1370. Then you do not know the country to the westward very much ? Not so well—I have not travelled 

, over it so much.
• 1371. Have you any idea whether it is the intention of the Wyong people to erect more sawmills there ? 

I am not aware that it is their intention to do so. .
1372. Up to the present time they have not done so ? No.
1373. There is only one sawmill there ? Two.
1374. One is alongside the railway station ? Yes, and the other is on the Maitland-road.
1375. Have you any idea of the quantity of hardwood which comes into Sydney during the year from the 
various ports ? I could not tell you the quantity without referring to statistics.
1376. You know of no forest equally as good as that at Wyong within a reasonable distance of Sydney ? 
Not so close to Sydney. One of the best which I know is the Nelligen forest reserve, near Bateman’s 
Bay. That is even better, I think, taking it altogether, than the Wyong forest, and there is a much larger 
quantity of good timber there.
1377. Would that be further from Sydney? Yes ; but I do not know its distance from Sydney.
1378. It would be considerably further from Sydney than Wyong is ? Yes ; it is not far from Moruya.
1379. Chairman^] Do you know that the Harbour Trust of Melbourne, at the present time, get nearly all 
their timber from the Clarence River—their hard timber? No ; I was not aware of that. I know that 
all our red gum on the Murray goes into Victoria.
1380. They get all the timber for piles from the Clarence River; and it struck me as extraordinary that 
they should go to the Clarence, where the entrance is difficult, for timber, instead of to Broken Bay, 
where the entrance is good. Turpentine, I think, is considered one of the best timbers for piles ? Yes, it is.
1381. Is there any great quantity of that timber in these reserves? In the brush forests there is the
largest quantity, and the best quality of it. 1382.
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1382. Is not the timber rather inaccessible there? The difficulty is in getting it out. The ground is so 
soft and moist—no roads having been formed—that the drays frequently bog.
1383. I suppose the best timber is left simply because it cannot be got out through the want of proper
roads ? Yes ; that is one of the main reasons. -

J.

8

Hugh M'Lachlan, Esq., Secretary to the Eailway Commissioners, sworn, and examined :—
1384. Chairman^} You were examined during the previous inquiry into this line of railway, were you H 
not? Yes.
1385. Do you remember saying on that occasion that the Commissioners recommended this particular line 
purely on the ground of its being likely to be profitable as a suburban passenger line ? Yes.
1386. This is your evidence, questions 736 and 737 :—“736. Do you think ir would be an advantage to 
make the terminus of the Great Northern line at Port Jackson ;—do you think it would relieve the traffic 
very considerably, and that it would be advantageous to have this terminus at Milson’s Point for the 
whole of the traffic—passengers and goods ? I do not think it would answer for general goods traffic— 
that is, for Sydney goods traffic. I do not think it would be so convenient as Darling Harbour except for 
the local traffic on the Shore. 737. You do not think it would be a suitable place then for goods traffic, 
whatever it might be for passenger traffic from the north ? I do not think it would be so convenient as 
Darling Harbour.” Have you any reason to alter that opinion now ? No.
1387. Do you think that if the line were constructed to Milson’s Point it would develop any goods 
traffic ? It might develop a little, but I do not think that it would develop a great deal of what you 
might call foreign goods traffic—that is, goods traffic which at present goes to Sydney.
1388. Do you know whether the Commissioners have changed their views on the subject? No, they 
have not changed their views materially. They have noticed that one or two wool companies, and one in 
particular—perhaps attracted by the prospect of getting cheaper land at North Shore—are building 
stores there, and, no doubt, those people will in their own interest get their wool consigned to the local 
station, but the Commissioners do not think that the general bulk of the traffic will be affected.
1389. The Commissioners do not expect any great traffic in wool or coal? No. They are not counting 
upon there being any great goods traffic on the line.
1390. Is the carriage of coal profitable to the department? Not particularly, because it means empty 
running back.
1391. It is like the carriage of stock ? Yes ; and we carry coal at a very low rate.
1392. Eut your rate is rather high compared with the English rate ? Yes ; it must be noted, however, 
that we carry much smaller loads.
1393. On account of the grades ? On account of the grades.
1394. Would there be any difference, supposing the line were extended to Milson’s Point, between the 
rate for the bulk of produce to that place and to Darling Harbour, or would the rates be the same ? 
Eor wool, I think we should charge the same, but for produce there would be a difference of 6d. or 7d. 
a ton.
1395. In favour of Milson’s Point ? Yes. Produce is carried at about Id. a ton per mile, and there 
would be a saving of 6 or 7 miles.
1396. What is the policy now in the carriage of wool from the north, say from Narrabri to Newcastle;— 
do you know the rate for that per 100 miles ? We have a regular tonnage rate to Newcastle, which is 
pretty well the same from any distance outside of a small differential area. To Sydney it is 22s. 6d. a 
ion. That is a common rate for all northern wool coming into Sydney.
1397. What is the rate from 100 miles north of Newcastle, say from Scone ? Scoured wool, £2 a ton.
1398. And then you carry it another 100 miles for 22s. 6d. ? Yes.
1399. Why is that—the grades are steeper on the latter half of the journey ? It is to an extent 
influenced by the competition there. The passenger fares are also cheaper. We charge the same 
passenger rate from Milson’s Point to Newcastle as from Sydney to Newcastle, though at the present time 
the distance by the former route is several miles shorter than that by the latter.
1400. Would it not be more advantageous to the department for the through goods traffic from the north 
to go to Darling Harbour than for it to be transferred to the North Shore Eailway ? I daresay it would 
be better for us ; it would save us having another staff, and working separately. It is an advantage to 
concentrate your traffic, if you can.
1401. Do the Commissioners desire to divide the goods traffic on the northern lines ? No ; they desire 
to concentrate it, because it is cheaper to work it in that way.
1402. By concentrating it, are they able to give the public advantages which they would not be able to
give if it was scattered about. Do the public reap any benefit by increased earnings, or otherwise ? They 
would indirectly, because it is more economical to work all the traffic at one place. It allows you to 
bring in full trucks, and means a saving in working expenses in more ways than one. •
1403. When you get north of Scone, what is the carriage of wool per ton for 100 miles ? About 4d. 
a ton.
1404. Per mile, or per 100 miles ? Per mile. It would run nearly that. Erom Scone it would be £2, 
and from Tamworth, 82 miles further north, £1 10s. more.
1405. Take Armidale, about 75 miles further north ? The rate from Armidale would be £4 4s.
1406. Can you tell us what quantity of wool has been brought from the north to Newcastle for shipment 
during the last two years ? Last year we had 68,700 bales.
1407. Do you know what the northern produce is ? About 126,000 bales came from the northern 
districts.
1408. Then the other half of it went to Darling Harbour ? No ; more than half of it went to Morpeth.
1409. What quantity went to Morpeth ? About 34,000 bales.
1410. I suppose some of the wool from the most northern parts of the colony was sent into Queensland ?
No ; I do not think that we lose much by rail that way. . A little comes down through Grafton.
1411. Mi'. Qarrard.] The balance of the wmol comes through ? Yes.
1412. Chairman.’] Can you say whether the opening of the railway through from Newcastle to Sydney 
has affected the quantity of wool which is sent from Newcastle—has it reduced it? We have brought 
21 ,“00 bales to Sydney this year which we did not get two years ago, though we had not the railway then.
1413. You have no means of telling? No. We know that that quantity came to Sydney by rail last
year, and that it did not come before. 1414.
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H.H'Lachlan, 1414. What is the rate per ton at which coal would be conveyed by railway to the North Shore first 
Esq. from Newcastle 'f From Newcastle to Milson’s Point it would be about 8s. Some of the mines are nearer 

otlm11 Newcastle.
u ■l’’ ' 1415. Now, from Lake Macquarie? About 6s. 9d.

1416. Mr. Copeland.~\ Which station are you taking? Cockle Creek. It would come to about 7s. to 
bring it down to the point.
1417. Chairman.'] Suppose there were coal at Wyong? That would be about 5s.
1418. What do you charge per ton per mile ? lip to 100 miles it is about Id. per ton per mile.
1419. Now, take Grosford ? That would be about 4s. _
1420. Is there at the present time any coal traffic to speak of between Newcastle, Lake Macquarie, or 
any of the other northern coal centres, and Sydney, by rail ? No, nothing to speak of.
14'21. Would it be possible to develop a coal traffic if you carried coal for less than you are now carrying 
it—for, say, half the rate ? I daresay that it would be possible, if we carried coal for half the rate at 
which we now carry it.
1422. Would it be possible to reduce your coal rates, having regard to the power of your engines, and to 
the grades between Sydney and Newcastle ? It would not be profitable to reduce them to any appreciable 
extent.
1423. Tou have told us that there is very little profit now on coal, because the trucks run back empty ?
Tes. ( ^
1424. Wc need not look upon the line to Milson’s Point as likely to earn anything by a coal traffic ? No, 
unless they opened up coal mines about Gosford—that might affect the trade.
1425. Do you know whether the Commissioners anticipate any great traffic from the north along the 
North Shore Railway in agricultural produce ? That is for Sydney business ?
1426. Por any business ? There would be so far as the local market is concerned.
1427. That would not be a source of profit to the department ? I do not think that it would be very
remunerative. , t
1428. If it is taken by Milson’s Point Eailway it will be taken away from the Darling Harbour Eailway? 
Tes.
1429. Tou still adhere to the opinion which you expressed before, that if tho lino were constructed it would 
have to depend upon the passeuger traffic and the local goods traffic for its earnings ? Tes, almost entirely.
1430. We had a witness before us the other day who told us that wool was carried by the railway, and 
delivered into the warehouses free of expense? Tes, tbe delivery is included in the charge.
1431. Have you done that with coal, or with anything but wool ? It has been done principally with wool
and parcels, but not with coal. _ _
1432. Do I understand that general produce is taken from Darling Harbour in drays ? No, but we
deliver all wool. ' _
1433. Are there not many things upon which you charge a higher rate than you do upon wool, and which 
you do not deliver to the owners ? Tes.
1434. If I book my portmanteau by train, would you deliver it for me ? Tes.
1435. Free of charge ? No.
1436. And would you not charge a higher rate for it than you do for wool ? \es, proportionatel3r.
1437. Tou must get the wool traffic, whether you deliver the wool to the warehouse or not ? Of course 
there is competition for it on each side with the different colonics, tnough there is a certain amount of 
wool which we are bound to get. In the border districts it is a matter of competition.
1438. What does it cost you a bale to deliver the wool in Sydney. About 3d.
1439. Have you ever tried delivering coal ? No, we have not. _
1440. Do you make any profit out of the delivery of wool, or is there a loss ? It is simply included in 
the charge. Tou pay £4 a ton for your wool, and the carting is part of the charge.
1441. But you do not pay £4 from Newcastle to Sydney ? No ; that is an imaginary figure.
1442. If Geddes & Co. put up warehouses on the North Shore, would you punt the wool over to them?
No. '
1443. Why not, if you deliver it on this side ? It is an assistance in the busy times to clear the station, 
and it has been an inducement for the people in the border districts to send their wool to Sydney.
1444. But why would you not deliver it to Geddes & Co. ? The matter has not been considered by the 
Commissioners.
1445. Would it not be cheaper for you to punt it than to cart it ? Wc have never delivered outside of 
Sydney. Wo have only delivered within the city of Sydney.
1446. Suppose you did deliver it, would it not be cheaper for you to take it from Darling Harbour by 
punts than from Lavender Bay by drays. Tou know where they propose putting up their _ warehouses, 
near Kirribilli Point, and you know where it is proposed to bring the line of railway to, at Milson’s Point. 
There "can be no connection between that place and Geddes’ by direct road. Would it not bo cheaper to 
take it by water ? I daresay it would be cheaper to lighter it.
1447. To take it from Darling Harbour to Geddes’, instead of from Milson’s Point ? I do not know 

■ that there would be any appreciable difference.
1448. Mr. Deane told us the other day that it was suggested that tho line should be brought about mid
way between Milson’s Point and the head of Lavender Bay, stopping there ;—do the Commissioners 
approve of that? The Commissioners are strongly in favour of having the line brought down to Milson’s 
Point. Their idea is that if it stops anything short of there it would be simply of a makeshift character. 
The line is in North Shore already, and to make it convenient for the public it should bo brought to 
Milson’s Point. The Commissioners think that it would be a convenience if it wore taken to Lavender 
Bay, but that itwouid be more convenient if it were taken to Milson’s Point.
1449. Have the Commissioners done all they can to develop tho North Shore line, by giving the public 
proper conveniences for travelling to and fro upon it? We have ai the present time a train service 
there which ive think is convenient.
1450. Three or four trains a day ? There is not much traffic.
1451. Take the mail train from”the north ;—have yon attempted to study the convenience of passengers
by that train ? To meet those mail trains we should want a second set of men. At the present time we 
are running the line as cheaply as we can, with one set of men. To meet the mail trains we should want 
two sets of men and vehicles. . ., , _
1452. But you do not arrange to meet any of the trains going north, except the mixed goods trains ? No
special connections have been made. 1453.
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1453. Do yon not think that it would have added very much to the convenience of the line if the mail H.M'Lachlan,
trains were met ? l\rc do not know whether it would pay for the extra working expenses. Esq.
1454. What extra expenses would there be in meeting these trains ? We should want another train. I „
am referring to the mail train in the morning. ' » duly, isau.
1455. But take the 9 o’clock express from Sydney;—do you not think that it would be a great convenience 
to the public to be able to meet that at Hornsby P Tes, no doubt, if you could arrange the working of 
the line without extra expense.
1456. What greater difficulty would there be in meeting that tram than in meeting the mixed goods 
trains ? I do not know whether the train is at this end at that time.
1457. Can you tell us anything about the earnings of the North Shore line ? So far they have been very
poor. '
1458. When was the lino opened ? I simply took out the earnings for several months. During the 
first four months of the present year the line earned £464.
1459. What was your expenditure for wages during the same period? £1,489.
1460. And for interest ? £2,676.
1461. I suppose the Commissioners regard it as an impossibility to make the line fairly remunerative if it 
is left where it is ? Yes.
1462. What were the earnings for the first month of the year ? £122.
1463. And for the fourth ? £144. •
1464. Do the Commissioners regard it as hopeless to make the line pay interest while it is left where it 
is ? ^ kes ; they cannot see any prospect of its being a paying line under present circumstances.
1465. If the line were brought down to Milson’s Point it would take some time for the population on it
to increase so as to develop the traffic ? Yes. But the Commissioners look upon the district as a splendid 
one for residential purposes, and they expect that a big population will settle there. -
1466. ri o the right and left of the line ? Yes, right through. ’
1467. What is the nearest point to tho Lane Cove lliver from the line ? I do not know exactly.
1468. Mr. Gopeland.~\ Do the Commissioners see a prospect of the line paying within a reasonable period 
if it is extended to Milson’s Point They think it will pay far better if it is taken further down.
1469. Better than it pays now? Tes. ’
1470. The loss will be reduced ? Yes.
1471. Where would the goods trains have to break ? They would have to break at Hornsby.
1472. I suppose it wmuld be necessary for the ivool and produce consigned to Milson’s Point or North
Shore to be put into separate trucks ? Yes, and in that wav vou might only get half loads for each 
place, whereas by concentrating the traffic tho trucks would be full.. "
1473. To load up the trucks the wool would have to be discharged again to other trucks ? Yes.
1474. Do the Commissioners anticipate any increase in the wool trade ? The natural increase, of course.
1475. I think you said that you received 21,000 bales from the north last year ? Yes.
1476. What warranted the Commissioners in anticipating any increase upon that? It is a convenience 
to get your goods brought direct to your stores, and as long as we can compete at all with the ivater 
carriage we are likely to get a great deal of the freight. .
1476^. But is not Newcastle developing a direct export trade ? They have been exporting from Newcastle 
for some years past. '
14/7. Is not that trade likely to develop ? There was a falling off in the wool sent from Newcastle last 
year, because of the opening of the line. '
14/8. You anticipate being able to compete successfully with the steamers trading between Newcastle 
and Sydney? Of course the wool for direct export will go into Newcastle, and it may be that some will 
come down by the steamers, but we expect to get a fair amount of the wool coming down, and, as a matter 
of fact, we did so last year. -
14/9. Do you expect it in an increasing ratio—do you anticipate taking the trade from the steamers ? I 
do not think that, for the present, we will do much more than we are now doing I do not think that we •
shall have any very great increase.
1480. The only increase you expect will be from the increased number of sheep ?. Yes, and I think the 
greater convenience of having their wool sent direct to the stores will lead people to send it to Sydney.
It will be remembered we have made a differential rate from some of the districts up north.
1481. I suppose the Commissioners think it a sound policy to enter into competition with private enter
prise to enter into a cut-throat competition ? I do not think that they wish to work the traffic at a 
ruinous rate, either for themselves or for anybody else, but still they have the railway, and they want to 
make use of it. - • « j
1482. But it is their policy at the present time to carry goods between Sydney and Newcastle at so low a
rate as to virtually make the steamers unprofitable? No; we have made no alteration in our general 
goods rate. *
1483. Only in the wmol rate ? That is a special rate—22s. 6d.
1484. Have you not differential rates from New England? Yes,but we also have them from Newcastle.
1485. In the rate from Armidale or Gfuyra, do you not eliminate the charge between Sydney and Newcastle 
altogether ? No ; it is cheaper to send it to Newcastle than it is to send to Sydney/
1486. Do you not charge^ the same rate from Sydney to Gruyra or Glen Junes as from Newcastle to
Gruyra or Glen Innes ? . No; take wool. TV e charge £3 15s. a ton to bring wool to Sydney, but we take it to 
Newcastle from that district for £2 17s. 6d. That is a difference of 17s. 6d., which is not a great cutting 
under of the 22s. 6d. = b s
1487. But for goods which you send up there, say rice ? There is still a fairly good difference. It is 
not as much as the ordinary tonnage rate, but there is a difference between the charge from Newcastle and 
from Sydney.
1488. Tou do not anticipate that there will be any large goods traffic on the North Shore Railway if the
proposed extension is carried out? No, not any large general goods traffic. '
1489. You will depend almost entirely upon the development of the passenger traffic for profit ? Yes.
1490. But is there not a danger of your gaining at North Shore what you lose from other suburban 
districts ;—would not people be likely to leave districts in which they are now living to reside on the 
North Shore line? I do not know whether that would affect us to any great extent—it might to a

271—G • limited
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H.M‘Lachlan, limited degree. The North Shore people, no doubt, will move out, and the Sydney people will move out.
^•6<1- There is a natural growth of population. Sydney is growing bigger every year, and the increase of 

(/T'r'^TaQn population tends to spread the people out in that way.
8 July, 1890. 14yL You think this district will develop by the natural increase of population ? Tes, and by the 

pushing out of the city.
.1492. Tou anticipate that the development will be sufficient to make the line something like remunerative ? 
Tes, in a few years.
7.493. Do you know what the Commissioners’ opinions are with reference to the Cremorne route or a
route to some of those other eastern bays ? No, I do not think that the Commissioners have ever
considered those projects. •
.1491. I suppose they have not considered the goods question at all ? Not to Cremorne.
1495. They do not anticipate any coal or timber trade ? Not to Milson’s Point. _
1496. Nor to the North Shore, supposing a goods line was to deviate from the Milson’s Point line to 
Cremorne and Neutral Bay ? I do not think that they have looked into the Cremorne extension at all.
1497. According to the Commissioners’ views, I suppose the Committee must judge almost entirely from 
the amount of passenger traffic as to whether the line will pay ? Tes ; it is largely on the basis of the
passenger traffic that the Commissioners think that the line is to_ be a success. _ _
1498. Have the Commissioners considered the question of having steam punts to Milson s Point ? To
bring the passengers across in opposition to the ferry service ? _
1499. Tes? I know that the feeling of the Commissioners in the matter is that the present ferry com
pany is giving a good service, and they would leave it to them to meet the development of the traffic, and to 
adapt themselves to its requirements. ...
1500. Do the Commissioners think that there is land enough available for a terminal station at Milson’s
Point ? Tes. ... .
1501. Notwithstanding all the land which they require at Red fern and the difficulties which they have in 
managing the traffic there ? They think there is sufficient room at Milson’s Point for a terminal station. 
Mr. Deane has shown them the plans.
1502. Dr. Garran.'] Although you do not anticipate any through goods traffic to Lavender Bay, there 
would be a certain amount of local goods traffic upon the line,—-suburban goods traffic? Por short 
distances you get very little goods traffic. The cost of handling is too great.
1503. There might be some traffic in bricks, perhaps ? There might be a little.
1504. If any manufactories sprang up at North Shore, all their goods would come down to the terminus ? 
If there were brickworks anywhere near Milson’s Point they would probably get their coal sent there, so 
that we might get local traffic in that way.
1505. Will there be room enough for this suburban goods traffic in addition to the passenger traffic on the 
shore line of Lavender Bay ? Tes. Some of the goods traffic would stop short at the station on the top 
of the hill. We are getting a little there now.
1506. Have you considered whether there is room enough between the head of the bay and Milson’s 
Point for the passenger traffic and such moderate goods traffic as you anticipate ? Tes ; the Commis
sioners think so.
1507. Quite room enough; there will be no need to go to further expense ? Tes.
1508. And without confusing the two kinds of traffic you could accommodate both? Tes.
1509. Then there is no necessity to go further afield for a water frontage ? Tes.
1510. Tou would make one continuous wharf from Lavender Bay to Milson’s Point ? Tes. The Com
missioners think that all that frontage ought to be resumed.
1511. And you would extend the wharf as you wanted the space ? Tes.
1512. The first thing that you would want would be a wharf for the passenger traffic ? Tes, and a few 
sidings as the goods traffic required them.
1513. But in the matter of wharfage ? Tes ; I think that would be all at first.
1514. Tou do not think that any further outlay of money is necessary in the first instance than what is
sufficient for making the line and constructing the necessary passenger station and sidings, and the wharf 
for the passenger traffic ? Tes.
1515. And you could add on wharfage to meet your growing requirements if a goods traffic sprang up ? 
That is the viewr of the Commissioners.
1516. But it will be some years before they want more wharfage accommodation than they could get 
between Milson's Point and the head of Lavender Bay ? Tes, the Commissioners think that that frontage 
will meet all requirements for some little time to come.
1517. Suppose there was a good fruit trade, would you have room for it ? Tes, there would be room in 
those sidings.
1518. This is a fine fruit district ? I understand that it is a good fruit district.
1519. Would you be able to get the trade, and deliver the fruit to the markets or elsewhere, in Sydney ?

. We shall not get all of it—the people would probably cart a good deal of it direct to Sydney.
1520. Do not many of them cart back loads of manure ? Not that I am aware of.
1521. Is it not a common thing for the orchard people to bring their fruit into market, and to take manure 
out again ? I do not think that it is done a great deal.
1522. Is not the bulk of the Sydney stable manure taken away in that manner ? By market gardeners.

' 1523. And by fruit-growers too ? I have not seen it done.
1524. Have you counted upon a fruit traffic for this railway ? Not to a great extent.
1525. It will have a passenger traffic principally ? Tes. -
1526. Have the Commissioners considered the advisability of making a bridge or tunnel across the
harbour ? That has been before them ; but they think that it is a matter for the future. If a tunnel 
were constructed this line could be worked in to it. _
1527. Where would they work it in—on the Sydney side? Their line will go down to Port Macquarie, 
if they continue it at all ? The map would show pretty well the line which they have in view.
1528. Por a bridge ? Por a tunnel. '
1529. Where from ? Prom Fort Macquarie.
1530. ’That would go to M'Mahon’s Point? Tos.
1531. Is it not a very much longer journey from Fort Macquarie to M‘Mahon’s Point than from Dawes’
Point to Milson’s Point ? 1 see the plan shows the bridge to M’Mahon’s Point, and. this I took for Milson’s 
Point; the tunnel is proposed to come in at Milson's Point, 1532.
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1532. If they mahe the line to Port Macqnarie they must make the tunnel there? Tes.
1533. They have no provision for getting to Dawes’ Point ? No ; it is a matter they have not considered 
—they think it is a matter for the future.
1534. Por the present they think that the private ferry service would be sufficient ? Tes.
1535. And that a good passenger traffic would be developed without the construction of a bridge or of a 
tunnel ? Tes.
1536. They think the prospect of such a traffic so good that they recommend the expenditure of thisaddi- 
tional sum of money ? Tes.
1537. Do you know whether the Commissioners have considered any alternative route westward to
Milson’s Point ? No ; I do not think that they went into the matter of alternative routes—they left that 
to the engineers largely. '
153S. They are more anxious to get a line down than to determine which way it should come ? I believe 
they think that Mr. Deane has selected a very fair line. •
1539. Do you know whether they have considered these two routes—the 1 in 40 and the 1 in 50 ? From 
what I heard from them they think that Mr. Deane has selected a very fair line, and one which they 
would be prepared to recommend with a grade of 1 in 50.
1540. Are they not against 1 in 40 grades, as a rule ? Tes.
1541. Do you know that the line under our consideration has a grade of 1 in 40 ? I understood that the 
grades were 1 in 50.
1542. Do you know that the line with the grade of 1 in 50 has absolutely never been surveyed ? No ; I 
understood that it was the 1 in 50 line that was under the consideration of the Committee.
1543. We are told that between St. Leonards and Hornsby the grade is not more than 1 in 50, but that 
in the descent to Milson’s Point it is 1 in 40 ;—are you prepared to say anything as to the relative merits 
of the 1 in 40 or the 1 in 50 grade ? The Commissioners would prefer a grade of 1 in 50.
1544. Other things being equal ? Tes. I believe that Mr. Deane can get that grade with very little 
extra expense.
1545. Tou are not prepared to say anything about the Commissioners’ opinion ? I understood that it was 
a 1 in 50 grade line, which they thought was a good one. '
1546. Mr. Tonkin.'} In the event of this extension to Milson’s Point being made, do you expect a very
large increase in the number of passengers from the Northern Districts ? That is a foreign traffic, you 
might say. .
1547. Tes ? No ; we do not expect a great increase.
1548. The traffic which you expect is purely local ? Tes.
1549. If that is so will not the railway in some manner compete with the tramway ? Not to a great 
extent. The tramway serves a different body of people ; it serves the people to the east, and all the 
populated parts of St. Leonards which the railway will not serve.
1550. Tou think that the railway will not affect the tramway ? To a slight extent it will; but not to a
very appreciable degree. The people are commencing to settle largely on the eastern side of the tram
way, while the railway goes to the west of it. '
1551. It is purely with the idea that there will be a local traffic that you are advocating this extension ? 
Tes. '
1552. Will it not take some years before there can be this large increase of population ? Tes, it will take 
a few years; but the Commissioners think that the line as it is at present will never develop the traffic, 
while if it is extended to Milson’s Point people will be led to settle along it, so that it will in time become 
a paying line.
1553. Tou think that the proposed extension would in itself more than pay for the other line? Tes.
1554. That is, supposing the other line were not constructed, but the line to and from Milson’s Point to the
Crow’s Nest were constructed, the latter would be the better paying line? It would help to make the 
other line of some use. *
1555. Chairman.'} Tou do not mean to say that the length from Milson’s Point to the Crow’s Nest will 
pay of itself ? No ; its construction, of course, is a means to an end.
1556. There would not be enough traffic on it to make it pay ? I do not know that there would be so 
much traffic on that local section.
1557. Mr. Tonkin.} But I understood you to say that you expected the whole of your returns from the 
local traffic in the event of the line being constructed ? Tes ; that is from Hornsby to Milson’s Point.
1558. Tou do not expect any traffic from beyond Hornsby? Not a great deal. The Commissioners 
think that there will not be a great deal of through traffic.
1559. Mr. Trickeit.} What will be the total cost of this extension ? I think Mr. Deane set it down as 
somewhere about £240,000. He has proposed several alternative schemes, but I think that that would be 
the whole cost, including everything, of constructing the line to the point.
1560. What revenue would have to be earned by this portion of the line to recoup the Government for 
working expenses and the interest on that amount ? At 3| per cent, the interest would come to £8,400.
1561. That is on the extension ? Tes.
1562. And what would be the increased working expenses on this portion of the line ? I do not think 
that they are worked out.
1563. Including station management? Of course they would not be so particularly heavy, because the 
engines perhaps would otherwise be lying idle. Tou could use the same engines and men.
1564. It would not come to very much ? No, it would not. -
1565. Can you give us any idea of what the expense of working would be ? £2,775, according to the
Commissioners.

H. M'Laohlan, 
Esq.

8 July, 1890.

1566. Does that include the maintenance of the stations—the porters, cleaners, and people of that
kind ? Tes. .
1567. They are all included ? Tes.
1568. So that the interest and expenses would come to over £11,000? Tes.
1569. Do you see any reasonable prospect of the Government being recouped that yearly expenditure in 
the shape of returns? Not immediately. I do not think that the line will pay immediately.
1570. From your experience of other suburban lines how long do you think it would take before it would 
pay ? I should not like to say.

Tannatt
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Tannatt William Edgeworth David, Esq., Geological Surveyor, Department of Mines, sworn, and
examined:—

■^r- Copeland^] Do you know the district lying between Sydney and Newcastle? Geologically, I 
David, Esq. am acquainted wdth the greater part of it.

8 STQ, y°u ^now coal-fields ? Tes, pretty well.
‘J’ ' 1573. Can you tell the Committee whether there is any prospect of coal mines being opened up, (say)

between Gosford and Newcastle, or between Gosford and Lake Macquarie ? I can say that the coal lies 
within a workable depth between Gosford and Lake Macquarie. By a workable depth I mean at a less 
depth than 2,600 feet.
1574. Do you know anything about the coal which was discovered on the Wyong Estate ? Only by the 
reports furnished by Mr. Wilkinson and by Mr. Mackenzie, the Government Examiner of Coal-fields. I 
■was not present wdien the cores were drawn from the bores, but I know the particulars of those bores as 
fnrnished by them, and I also know the rate of dip from the disappearance at Lake Macquarie towards 
the Wyong bores, which would lead me to suppose that the seams struck in the Wyong bores must be the 
same as we see cropping out in the cliffs at Lake Macquarie.
1575. The coal at Wyong is the southernmost coal in the northern district ? Tes. Alison’s is the 
southernmost proving of coal in the northern coal-field.
1576. There are two bores, one to the north of the other ? To the north-east—yes.
1577. Do you know the depth of the bore to the north-east ? In the Wallarah bore there is a 5-feet seam, 
struck at a depth of 535 feet—at least it was reported so in our annual report. I was not present myself 
when the coal was drilled through. There was also an 8-feet seam of coal and bands at a depth of 641 feet, 
and a seam 12 feet thick with a few bands at a depth of 778 feet. This is at the Wallarah bore, which is 
to the north-east of what is commonly called the Wyong bore.
1578. Do those seams accord with the seams discovered at Lake Macquarie and north of it? They
accord tolerably well in their sections, and in the relative thickness of the strata separating them, with the 
first three seams observable in the coast sections, except that the upper seam is only 5 feet at the north
eastern of these two bores, whereas near Bedhead it is from 6 to 8 feet thick, and of a somewhat better 
quality, apparently. ■
1579. Tou know the seams at Catherine Hill Bay ? Tes.
1580. Tou know that there is what they term a 5-feet scam on the top of the cliff there ? Tes.
1581. Down at the ocean level there is a 14-feet seam ? Tes.
1582. There is another scam about 11 feet in thickness which was bored through by Hardie and Gorman, 
on the beach, below the 14-feet seam ? Tes.
1583. Eurther westward, about the same latitude, Amos Brothers bored through a seam about 11 feet 
thick, between Catherine Hill Bay and Wyong, in that direction? Tes.
1584. Do the seams at Wyong accord with those at Catherine Hill Bay, and with the seam found by 
Amos Brothers ? I think that, approximately, the three seams struck in the bore near Wyong accord with 
the three seams seen in Catherine Hill Bay. The third seam struck at Wyong, a 12-feet seam, would, 
I think, be identical with the seam which you have referred to as being struck at ocean level at Catherine 
Hill Bay. Above that there is a seam from 3 to 5 feet thick, and above it again there has lately been 
proved an uppermost or No. 1 seam in the Newcastle coal-field, which is from 6 to 8 feet thick, and where 
it has been worked at the Wallarah Colliery, near Catherine Hill Bay, it is 8 feet thick at the tunnels.
1585. They have also tunnelled in from the lake, have they not ? They are betwreen the lake and the 
shore line, near the ballast quarries between Catherine Hill Bay and Swansea.
1586. Would it pay to work at a depth of 535 feet ? It wrould, if the coal were of a good marketable
quality. ■
1587. Do you know the distance from that bore at Wyong to Sydney by the present railway line ? My 
impression is that it is about 68 miles.
1588. Do you remember the exact distance of the bore to the north of Wyong Station ? About 2 
miles. The northernmost of the two bores is 5 or 6 miles northerly from the Wyong Station.
1589. It is the northernmost bore of which you are speaking? Tes.
1590. Do you think that it would pay to send that coal by railway to Sydney, assuming it to be a 
marketable coal ? Asa geological surveyor it is, perhaps, a little beyond my province to give an opinion 
upon the subject. I am not quite aware what rate would be charged on the coal—so much would depend 
upon the rate of carriage.
1591. Comparing it from the distance from which they send coal from Lithgow? If the coal could be 
carried at about the same rate as the coal is carried from the western and southern fields, I think it ought 
to pay to work a seam at that depth.
1592. Would it not pay as well, or better, assuming that the mine was worked, to send the coal to Sydney 
than to send it to Newcastle, and then to ship it from Newcastle to other parts ? If it was intended to 
bring it to Sydney after it had been shipped at Newcastle, and then to tranship it here, I think it would 
be cheaper to bring it direct by rail.
1593. Do you know anything about the quality of the coal found in the north-east bore ? No, except 
from the reports of others in the records of the Department of Mines.
1594. What do those records show? " They do not speak much about the first two seams. Mr. Wilkinson 
saw the core that was. reported to have come from the third seam, the 12-feet seam at 778 feet, and he 
expressed it as his opinion that the coal was of good quality.
159o. That core was burnt in the Garden Palace fire ? It was. Mr. Wilkinson could not himself 
guarantee that it was drawn from that particular bore, but he saw the core when it was forwarded to 
Sydney, and he told me himself that it was a good sanrple of coal.
1596. The elder Mr. Alison reported it as having come from that bore ? I presume so.
1597. Do you know .whether there is any gas escaping from the bore ; have you inspected it yourself ? 
There was none issuing from the bore when I inspected it, because I tested it with a match, but the 
residents m the district round assured me that for some time previous gas had been escaping from the 
bore, and my guide told me that he had lit it and boiled his billy over the flame.
1598. Did you try both bores for gas ? Tes. There was no gas. At the time of my visit neither bore 
showed any escapement of gas.
1599. Do you remember the distance between the two bores;—I want to get at the rate of dip ? The
rate of dip, as calculated exactly from the distance, is 113 feet per mile to the south-west. 1600.
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1600. Have you gone into any calculation to show at what depth coal would be found, supposing it existed, ^
at Gosford, or Broken Bay ? Yes, I have made calculations, and I find that the south-westerly dip PaTldv’ Es(k 
coming towards Broken Bay changes to a westerly dip, which prevails past Narrabeen to Sydney Heads, § iggo 
and probablv dies out gradually about Port Hacking. It then changes to a northerly dip, so that practi- u ' 
cally from Gosford, as far perhaps as Sydney, a line running north and south along the coal would be 
almost a level line. The chief dip would be to the west. At the Harrabeen bore, near Narrabeen, strata, 
known as the chocolate shales, red ferruginous shales which crop out on the surface, at Narrabeen Head, 
were not struck in the bore until a depth of 318 feet was reached. The Narrabeen bore is only 2J miles 
west-south-west from Narrabeen Head, so that there must be a pretty considerable westerly dip of the 
measures between Gosford and Sydney Heads, which would mean that the coal-seams would not be 
increasing much in depth from Gosford towards Sydney.
1601. Did you say at what depth the coal would be found at Gosford, according to your calculations ?
My calculations show that the depth of coal at Gosford would be between 2,100 and 2,400 feet.
1602. Then the Wyong coal-field would really be the nearest on that line where there was coal at what 
might be called a reasonably workable depth. Can you tell us the depth at which coal was found in the ' 
southern bore on the Wyong Estate? Yes. According to the report of the Department of Mines, the 
first seam in the southern Wyong bore was struck at a depth of 787 feet, as against 5,535 feet in the northern 
bore.
1603. The second seam ? At a depth of 892 feet as against 641 feet in the northern bore.
1604. I think that they did not strike the lower seam at all in the southern bore? Ho ; they did not go 
deep enough to reach the horizon where they might expect to strike it.
1605. Coal lias not actually been discovered south of the southern bore on the Wyong Estate? .Hot that
I am aware of. A bore has been put down at Ourimbah, between Wyong and Gosford, to a depth of 
about 1,450 feet, without striking the coal. ■
1606. Do you know whether any coal has been discovered west of Wyong anywhere near the railway 
line ? Ho ; I am not aware that any coal has been discovered for a considerable distance west.
1607. Can you say whether there is a probability of the coal rising as it approaches the ranges to the
west? According to the dip at Wyong, which is south-westerly, and going in a westerly direction from 
that place, the coal would deepen, unless there ivas a strong change of dip. '
1608. But is there not a likelihood of the coal rising again as the hills have been elevated ? The evidence 
in the hills, as far as I have seen them, goes to show that they are due to a survival of newer rocks rather 
than to the elevation of the coal measures, being chiefiy composed of masses of the Sydney sandstone, 
such as we have in the mountains. The hills to the west of Wyong are chiefiy composed of the sandstone 
of the Hawkesbury series.
1609. Have you seen conglomerates there ? At Wyong ? •
1610. West of Wyong? Hot any of the conglomerates belonging to coal measures until you get near 
Awaba. There the conglomerates are very strongly marked, as they are also at Dora Creek; but I have 
not seen any conglomerate which I should refer to the coal measures to the west of Wyong.
1611. Have you to the north-west ? I have not been there muck
1612. Do you know of any other mineral deposits in this neighbourhood—-iron, for instance ? Ho ; I am 
not aware of any iron deposits.
1613. Do you know of any shale ? I have been informed that kerosene shale exists, and I have been 
shown samples of it, but the samples have been of a very inferior variety of shale.
1614. You know no other minerals of a marketable character likely to be brought to Sydney by train ?
Ho.' ■
1615. Limestone ? I know of no limestone. I was informed of the occurrence of gold at a place called 
Yarramerlong, near Wyong, and was sent, to report on it; but it proved to be a large mass of basaltic rock 
which had burst up through the coal measure's. It was said to have yielded gold in payable quantities, 
according to some assays ; but my assays only showed traces of gold. It was trap-rock, similar to that 
at Pennant Hills and at the Prospect reservoir.
1616. Mr. Tonkin.'] How far to the north of Hewcastle do the coal measures run? The Hewcastle
measures ? .
1617. Yes ? The Hewcastle measures have at their base the Borehole or Wallsend seam, and it is assumed • 
that that extends only a short distance to the north of Stockton harbour, and that then the line of outcrop 
runs under the sea.
1618. Do you know of any coal discoveries on the Clarence, or up the Clarence anywhere ? Wehavenot 
had any important discoveries reported to us lately.
1619. Mr. Garrard.] Are you aware whether a bore was nut down on the eastern side of Mullet Creek by
Mr. Alison? Yes. *
1620. Do you know to what depth he went? It was over 1,000 feet.
1621-2. Do you know if coal was struck ? Coal was not struck. I cannot tell you the depth from 
memory.
1623. Wyong is the furthest place south on the Hewcastle-Hornsby line where coal has been struck ? So 
far, yes.
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WEDNESDAY, 9 JULY, 1890.
present:—

JOSEPH PALMER ABBOTT, Esq. (Chairman).
The Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon. 
The Hon.

John Lackey.
Andrew Garran.
Erederice Thomas Humphery. 
William Joseph Teickett.
George Henry Cox.

Charles Alered

Jacob Gaekard, Esq.
Henry Copeland, Esq.
James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq. 
William Speingthoepe Dowel, Esq. 
Edward William O’Shlliyan, Esq. 

Lee, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway to connect the North Shore Railway with the
deep waters of Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point.

William Bethel Sharp, Esq., Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce, Newcastle, sworn, and examined:— 
W. B. Sharp, 1624. Mr. Copeland.'] Where do you reside? At Newcastle.

1625. What business are you in? I am the representative of Dalgety & Co. (Limited).
_ 'Z", (T' 1626. Are Dalgety & Co. interested in the export of wool ? Yes.
9 July, 1890. 1627 in anything else? In coal. ,

1628. I suppose the Newcastle office is a branch office ? Yes.
1629. In connection with the Sydney office ? There are offices at Sydney and at Melbourne.
1630. Do you occupy the position of manager ? Yes.
1631. How long have you held that position? Eor seven years now, at Newcastle.
1632. Can you tell the Committee what quantity of wool was shipped by your firm from Newcastle last 
year ? I can tell you the total quantity that was shipped ; it was 59,693 bales.
1633. That was from Newcastle, not including Morpeth ? Not including Morpeth.
1634. What quantity was shipped the year before ? 61,180 bales.
1635. And during the previous year ? I have the complete list here. The first shipments were made in 
the season of 1883-4, when the total quantity of wool handled was 42,981 bales. In 1884-5, it was 44,298 
hales ; in 1885-6, 57,455 bales ; in 1886-7, 50,927 bales ; in 1887-8, 57,766 bales ; in 1888-9, 61,180 bales ; 
and in 1889-90, 59,693 bales—an increase of 50 per cent, since we first started.
1636. Where was that wool shipped to ? To London.
1637. All to London. Yes.
1638. Was none of it shipped to Sydney by your firm? Three thousand or 4,000 bales of that quantity 
would he shipped to Sydney this year.
1639. The rest of it was sent to London ? To London direct.
1640. Have you any knowledge of the number of bales which passed through Newcastle;—do you know 
the total northern clip ? The total northern clip now equals about 150,000 bales.
1641. Have you authentic information on that point ? Yes; I got the particulars from the railway, 
together with the amount carried from Morpeth.
1642. Can you say whether the total clip is increasing? Yes. When we first started there I do not 
suppose that the total clip was more than 120,000 bales at the outside.
1643. When was that? In the season 1883-4.
1644. Do you anticipate that there will be a continuous increase in the total clip ? Yes ; and also an 
increase in the shipments.
1645. But how do you come to the conclusion that there will be an increase in the total clip, seeing that 
large areas of land are being taken away from wool-growing and used for agricultural and other purposes ? 
The increase of agriculture in the northern districts will not affect the wool yield one iota, because every 
year more country is being used for feeding sheep upon, and as the railway extends to the north and west 
we shall get so much more wool, much of which now finds its way to other ports for shipment.
1646. Then you anticipate a steady increase in the clip ? Yes.

' 1647. Do you anticipate an increase in the shipments from Newcastle—do you think that Newcastle will
have a larger proportion of the export trade? I expect that the wool sent from there this year will he 
between 75,000 and 80,000 hales.
1648. What does it cost to send wool from Newcastle to England? Exactly the same as to send it from 
Sydney to England.
1649. Then any saving would be on the freight from Newcastle to Sydney ? Yes, by coasting steamer or 
by train.
1650. What is the freight to England ? fd. and id. in a sailing ship. We only load sailing vessels and 
steamers at Newcastle during the wool season. It is |d. for greasy and ) for scoured wool now.
1651. That is by sailing vessels ? Yes.
1652. How much is it by steamer ? You could get it taken by steamer at the same rate. There is a 
scarcity of wool, and they will take it for cargo at any rate you like to offer.
1653. By steamers and sailing vessels the freight from Sydney is the same as the freight from Newcastle ?
Yes. •

■ • 1654. What is the freight by steamer from Newcastle to Sydney ? It used to be from 3s. 9d. to 4s. a
hale. Then they made reductions, and now that the companies’ agreement no longer exists, I believe they 
are running the wool down for a great deal less.
1655. Do you know what they are charging now ? I believe you can get it down for about 2s. a hale.
1656. With steamers, is there any fixed standard for the weight of a bale ? No ; they take the wool at 
so much a bale, whether it is scoured or greasy.
1657. Can you say what the rate amounts to per ton ? At the present time it would amount to about

' 8s. or 10s.
1658. Do you know what the railway freight is ? Seventeen shillings and sixpence.
1659. Can you explain why it is that not more wool is sent from Newcastle to Sydney by steamer ;—we 
were informed yesterday that 21,000 bales came down from Newcastle by train ? That would be about 
the quantity.

1660.



1023
EAILWAY TO CONNECT NOBTH SHOEE EAILWAY WITH POET JACKSON, AT MILSON’S POINT. 55

16S0. If it is so much cheaper to send it by steamer, how is it that people do not use the steamers more ? 
As a matter of fact the steamers do get a great deal more wool than the trains get.
1661. I do not think that the figures show that ? You must include what goes from Morpeth.
1662. Thirty-four thousand bales came from Morpeth ? Yes, as against 21,000 bales by railway.
1663. I suppose no wool is shipped direct from Morpeth to London ? No.
1664. All that goes from Morpeth is for Sydney? Yes.
1665. I suppose the contention is that the steamers will always be able to compete successfully with the 
railway, as far as freight is concerned? Of course there is a disadvantage with steamers, because there 
is more handling if you ship by them; but for all that I think that they will always carry a fair 
proportion of the wool.
1666. The steamer freight, I suppose, merely includes taking the wool on board at Newcastle and Morpeth, 
and discharging it at the steam company’s wharf in Sydney; they do not undertake, as the railway 
authorities do, to deliver the wool at the warehouses of the merchants in Sydney ? I believe not.
1667. They simply land it on the wharf'? Yes ; they do not cart it.
1668. Are you of opinion that if the North Shore Railway were constructed it would produce any develop
ment of the wool trade, by train, between Newcastle and Sydney? No; I do not think that it would 
alter it one iota. .
1669. Supposing the railway were constructed to Cremorne, or to Neutral Bay, or to any of those bays, 
where there is plenty of room for the accommodation of shipping, do you think that people would be likely 
to send their wool there in preference to sending it to Newcastle ? I do not think that they would send 
it there for shipment. They might send it down for sale.
1670. Do you think that the extension of the railway would be an inducement for them to send it to 
Sydney, over and above any inducement that they have at the present time ? No, because they would not 
have as good shipping facilities at Cremorne, or at the places which you have named, as we have at 
Newcastle. \Ve have every facility there for shipping wool.
1671. You do not think that the Railway Commissioners would get an increased share of the wool trade if 
the railway were extended ? I do not think that they would get any increase whatever.
1672. And you anticipate that in future they will lose a portion of the trade which they now have—that 
is to say, that the exportation of wool from Newcastle will increase more than the exportation from 
Sydney ? The exportation of wool from Newcastle depends very considerably upon the colonial market. 
If that market is good, the wool comes to Sydney for sale in large quantities ; but if it is indifferent, the 
wool is shipped at once to London. Last year the market in Sydney was good, and consequently our 
shipment fell off by about 1,000 bales.
1673. You have no sales of wool in Newcastle? No We had once, but the Sydney buyers did not 
attend them in sufficient numbers to warrant our continuing them.
1674. Was there not some arrangement amongst the wool-buyers in Sydney not to attend the Newcastle 
wool sales ? I believe that there was such an arrangement, though it was kept quiet. They endeavoured 
to boycott the sales, and they effectually did it.
1675. That was before the railway was opened ? Yes.
1676. I suppose there is no attempt at the present time to recommence the sales ? I believe that they 
will be recommenced again there.
1677. In that case a still greater quantity of wool will be shipped from Newcastle ? Yes ; a lot of wool 
will be kept in Newcastle then which now goes to Sydney for sale. The railway communication now is so 
rapid that it would be no trouble for the buyers to go to Newcastle.
1678. You appear before the Committee as a delegate from the Newcastle Chamber of Commerce ? Yes ; 
I am Chairman of that body. I was commissioned to come here by a special meeting. We read the 
evidence given before you upon the line about a fortnight ago.
1679. Will you explain to the Committee how it is that you have come here to give evidence against the 
proposed extension of the line if you are under the impression that it will not, if constructed, divert 
trade from Newcastle ? Because statements were made by witnesses which might have led you to infer 
that if the railway were made it would bring the whole of the northern wool to North Shore, and we 
thought that it would be just as well for us to tell you exactly what the facts of the case are. We do not 
consider that the extension of the railway would bring any more wool to Sydney from the northern 
districts than comes at the present time, though it was publicly stated by one of the witnesses that the 
whole of the wool from the northern districts would come here if the line were constructed. That 
statement was quite absurd.
1680. You are here through a desire for the public interest, and not because of any fear of losing trade 
from Newcastle? No, provided that the present railway rates are charged. If differential rates are 
established, and the wool is run as cheap to Sydney as it is to Newcastle, the chances are that we shall lose 
a portion of it.
1681. Do you find that the differential rates are injurious to the Newcastle trade at the present time ? 
To a certain degree they are.
1682. Can you explain to the Committee in what direction the Newcastle trade suffers by the present wool 
rates ? At present they take a truck load of goods from Sydney to G-uyra for £24 ; while they charge 
£21 to take a similar load from Newcastle to Guyra, so that there is only a difference of £3 a truck.
1683. That is a truck of 6 tons ? Yes.
1684. That makes a charge of 10s. a ton from Sydney to Newcastle? Yes.
1685. But you could get your goods taken by steamer from Newcastle to Sydney for 10s. a ton ? For 
7s. 6d. a ton.

W. B. Sharp,
Esq.

9 July, 1890.

1686. Then you are in the same position as the people who send goods by rail ? Yes.
1687. It matters nothing to the G-uyra storekeeper whether he gets his goods sent by railway to Newcastle 
for 10s. a ton or whether they are taken by steamer ? The charge offers an extra inducement to the 
Guyra people to buy in Sydney instead of in N ewcastle.
1688. If the Newcastle people sell at the same rates ? Yes.
1689. Where is the extra inducement ? The inducement is this, that if the Newcastle people have to buy 
their goods the storekeepers hold them at a disadvantage of 10s. a ton.
1690. Do not some of the Newcastle people import direct from home ? Yes ; a great many of them do.
1691. Supposing you get goods from England, they are brought out for the same charge as if they were
sent to'Sydney ? Yes. 1692.
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1692. So you would have an advantage of 7s. 6d. a ton—that is, the Gruyra people should be able to buy 
at Newcastle for 7s. 6d. a ton less than at Sydney, because if they bought in Sydney they would have to 
pay 7s. Od. a ton extra carriage by steamer, or 10s. a ton for extra carriage by rail ? Yes ; but I wish to 
point out that the Eailway Commissioners only charge 10s. a ton for a distance of 100 miles, while beyond 
that the rate is higher.
1693. But the steamers charge 7s. 6d. a ton for 100 miles ? Somewhere about that.
1691. Can you tell the Committee what is the usual freight for coal from Newcastle to Sydney ? About 
4s. a ton.
1695. That is the present freight ? Yes.
1696. Do the freights vary at all ? No ; that is the standard freight. You can get it cheaper occasionally—
perhaps 3s. 6d. a ton. '
1697. The mine proprietors pay the craueage, do they not ? Yes.
1698. The freight is simply for taking the coal from the wharf at Newcastle to the wharf at Sydney ? 
Yes.
1699. Do you know what the railway freight is for the same distance ? Id. per ton per mile.
1700. That is 8s. 6d P Yes.
1701. You do not anticipate that a coal traffic would spring up to the North Shore? No, never.'
1702. Do you know the country south of Newcastle ? Yes, 1 know the whole of the country.
1703. Prom Lake Macquarie down to Wyong ? Yes.
1704. Do you think that there is any likelihood of there being a coal traffic from that neighbourhood ? 
It is quite possible that they may find coal there, but it would be very expensive to work.
1705. Why? It is at a great depth.
1706. Is there not plenty of coal there at a depth of from 200 to 500 or 600 feet ? I do not know of any.
1707. You are not aware that coal has been found at Wyong at a depth of 500 feet ? I was not aware 
of that fact.
1708. I suppose you know that at Wallarah, on Amos’ property, coal was found at a depth of 200 feet? 
I was not aware of that. Was it a surface seam or good coal?
1709. Good coal. Suppose coal were discovered at a depth of from 200 to 500 or 800 feet anywhere 
about halfway between Newcastle and Gosford, do you think it likely that a coal trade would spring up 
from there to Sydney ? If collieries are opened up the coal must be exported, and I suppose they would 
have to send it by rail.
1710. Would they send it by rail to Sydney, or by rail to Newcastle, and then take it by steamer from
Newcastle to Sydney ? If they sent it to Sydney it would be for export, and if they sent it to Newcastle 
it would be for export. They would not send it to Newcastle and then ship it from thereto Sydney. They 
would send it to whichever place was the nearer. '
1711. Do you think that if coal mines were opened up at Wyong they would be likely to ship the coal
from the Hawkesbury ? 1 think that is the place from which it ought to bo shipped.
1712. Do you think that vessels would be likely to leave Sydney and go to the Hawkesbury in ballast in 
order to take a cargo of coal from there ? I think that it is q uite likely.
1713. Do you think that it would be better for them to do that than to pay a few extra pence for railway
freight and have the coal brought here ? They would have to pay 3s. or 4s. extra to have the coal brought 
to North Shore. ” 1724 1725 1726 1727 1728 1729 1730 1731 1732 1733
1714. But they would have to pay something to purchase ballast? They "would only require a small
quantity of ballast. A ship of 1,000 tons would only take 250 tons of ballast. .
1715. Would they have to buy that ? Yes.
1716. About what would they have to pay for it per ton ? Is. or Is. 6d.
1717. What would it cost them to load and unload it? About another Is.
1718. One shilling to load and another shilling to unload ? Yes.
1719. They would have to pay about 4s. 6d. a ton, then, for ballast ? Erom 3s. 6d. to 4s.
1720. And would they not have to pay extra insurance ? No ; ships are always insured for twelve months,
no matter where they go. '
1721. You do not anticipate that there would be anyimmediate coal traffic to support a line to North 
Shore? I do not think that there would.
1722. And you do not think it likely that there will be any increase in the wool freight ? I do not think 
that they will get a bale more wool than comes to Sydney at the present time.
1723. Do you know anything about the fruit business ; do you think that there will bo any fruit traffic 
on the line ? Erom what I can sec in passing through, nearly all the fruit business is served by the present 
line.
1724. Do you know anything of the timber trade between Newcastle and Gosford ? Yes.
1725. Do you think it likely that there will be any sawn timber or logs sent from about Wyong to Sydney ?
I do not think so. '
1726. Do you know whether there is any good timber there ? Yes ; there is.about YEyong.
1727. Do you not think that timber will be required in Sydney ? Why do thev not send it at the present
time; they have got the railway into Sydney ? " '
1728. I suppose you know that the railway, if extended, would save some 11 miles of carriage from the
north ? They would not bring timber to Sydney to land it on the North Shore—at least I do not 
think so.
1729. I suppose you know that an export trade iu colonial timber is beginning with England ? Yes, but 
it is very small.
1730. Do you think that there is any likelihood of that trade developing ? Yes ; but it would not develop 
for the timber between here and Newcastle.
1731. Why ? It is the timber growing on the northern rivers that is exported.
1732. Is there not equally good timber between here and Newcastle ? Not suitable for export.
1733. What kind of timber is exported? Cedar, I think, and some particular kinds of timber which grow 
on the northern rivers.

1734.
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173J-. Is it not all hardwood that has been exported? Hardwood is not exported to England, at least I W. B.^ Sharp, 
have not heard of any being exported there. The principal export of hardwood is to the various 
colonies, for public works. I.do not think that a single cargo of it has ever left Australia for England.
1735. You do not anticipate any timber trade to IS’orth Shore ? You will not get a shipment of timber u 
from there for the next twenty years.
1730. Your opinion is that no traffic whatever will be developed by the construction of the proposed 
railway ? I do not think that its construction would advance the trade one particle. 
l/37. You do not think that there would bo more railway traffic than there is at the present time ? I do 
not think that there would be anv more goods traffic.
1 738. And whatever traffic there was on the North Shore line would bo taken away from the existing lines ?
It would be taken from Eedfern—yes. "
1739. Do you think that there is likely to be any passenger traffic on this particular line ? I do not 

. think that therewould beany through passenger traffic. Of course there would be asuburbanpassengertraffie.
1740. Do none of the people living on the North Shore travel to the north ? Yes.
1741. Would not they be likely to use the branch line in starting away from home or coming back ? It
is quite possible that they would if it suited them. a
1/42. I suppose you anticipate that that part of Sydney will increase in population very much as the 

■ years go by H I believe that the whole of the suburbs will increase in population.
1743. Then it is likely that the passenger traffic would develop to something considerable ? I think that 
the suburban traffic would. I do not think that the through traffic would.
1/44. Is there not a chance of North Sydney growing to equal proportions with what may be termed 
South Sydney ? It is quite possible, but I think that they have as many conveniences at the present time ' 
as South Sydney.
1745. Water accommodation and good sites for buildings? I think they have all the accommodation 
that they want at the present time.
1746. Do you know anything about the frozen meat trade? Yes.
1/4/. Can you say whe'ther there is any likelihood of its being developed ? It is going to be developed 
at Newcastle. An English company has been there, and I have been up the line and selected a site.
1748. Can you tell us where ? 1 am not at liberty to divulge the name of the place.
1749. This meat will be exported direct from Newcastle to England? Yes.
1750. Is there any likelihood of the meat coming to Sydney if your line is constructed? No; because 
if they have facilities for shipping at Newcastle they are not likely to carry it 102 miles further to ship it 
from Sydney. We have Government wharves at Newcastle, and the trucks can go alongside the ships.
1751. You have every facility there that could be given at any part of the North Shore ? Wehavebetter 
facilities there than there are in any other port in New' South Wales.
1752. Do you think that any of the mail steamers would be likely to go to Newcastle for a cargo of 
frozen meat? Eor part of the cargo.
l/o3. I ou think they would be more likely to take meat from Newcastle than from Neutral Bay?
Yes ; because they could get their coal from Newcastle at the same time as they were loading meat.
1/54. Have any of the Orient boats ever gone to Newcastle for coal? One came there for wool, but 
none of them have come for coal.
1755. Mr. Garrard.'] Which boat? The “ Potosi.”
17o6. Mr. Copeland.] Do you anticipate that these large steamers will go to Newcastle for frozen meat?
As soon as the trade is established the steamers will go there for freight. The freight is very high on 
frozen meat.
1/57. Do they consider Newcastle as safe a harbour as Port Jackson ? It is quite as safe, but it is not so deep.
1758. If it is not as deep bow can it be as safe ? Quite as safe, if a vessel is drawing not more than
22 feet 6 inches. 6
1759. But I am speaking of the large mail boats ? They would go there light.
1760. And then come back to Sydney to load up ? Yes, and go on to Melbourne and Adelaide to finish, 
as at present.
1761. You do not think that we are likely to get any of the frozen meat trade. What about wheat, 
supposing that were exported? The same objection applies as applies in the case of wool. If the wheat 
was intended for exportation it wmuld be shipped from' Newcastle.
1762. Do you think that whatever wheat there was for exportation it could be shipped from Newcastle, 
and would not be likely to go past a good harbour like that in order to come to Sydney ? It stands to 
reason that it would not come to Sydney.
1763. Do they charge any wharfage dues at Newcastle? No.
1764. They have not done so for some years? No.
H 65. Can you say how many years it is since wharfage dues were abolished there ? It must be nine years.
1/66. There are wffiarfage rates in Sydney ? We pay wharfage rates on ships loading at Newcastle, but 
not on the goods. The ships all pay a wharfage rate just as they do in Sydney. I think the wharfage 
returns at the present time are about £5,000.
1767. Do you know what wharfage rates are charged in Sydney ? I know that it is 4d. per bale on wool—
there is a regular tariff. "
1768. Suppose the same rates were charged from Newcastle, would that affect the sales here ? Not a bit.
1769. They would have to pay it just the same as they do in Sydney ? Yes.
1770. I understood you to say that wheat intended for export would not pass Newcastle to get to Sydney ? No.
1771. Are you aware that last year 250,000 bushels of wheat did pass Newcastle to come to Sydney ? It 
is quite likely. No doubt it was offered at Sydney for sale first and then shipped.
1772. Do you not think that the trade is likely to increase if more land is brought under cultivation ?
We shipped wheat from Newcastle last year, but it came from Adelaide. '
1773. Then you shipped it to England ? Yes.
1/74. Why was it brought from Adelaide to Newcastle ? It was brought to Sydney, but we could offer 
cheaper freights from Newcastle.
1775. I suppose the wheat was sent from Adelaide to Newcastle because the steamers were going to 
Newcastle for coal ? No ; this was a sailing vessel. They could not get a freight in Sydney, and we 
shipped the wheat to London from Newcastle.

271—H 1776.
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W. B. Sharp, 1776. I suppose some of tlie steamers do bring freight from Adelaide to Newcastle when they are coming 
^s<h for coal ? Yes.

q'TTA r"!' 1777. What is the freight—on flour for instance? 3s. a ton.
• '1778. Prom Adelaide to Newcastle ? Yes.

1779. Anything less than that ? It is sometimes taken for ballast at less than that. That is a fair average.
1780. Do you know what freight is paid for bringing this particular kind of wheat to Newcastle ? I 
cannot remember now.
1781. Is the wool usually dumped at Newcastle before shipping ? It is all dumped at Newcastle.
1782. Brought down by rail ? The train comes right alongside the wool stores, which are on the wharf;
there is no handling at all. The wool is discharged into the stores, dumped, and put on board the ships 
straight away, '
1783. I suppose it would not be possible, under any circumstances, to have an improvement upon that 
system? I do not think so. I think the arrangements at Newcastle are perfect—in fact, we have much 
better shipping facilities there for wool than you have here.
1784. Mr. Oarrard.~\ Did you not obtain the returns which you have read to us from the railway 
authorities ? No ; the wool passed through our own hands.

Henry E. Stokes, Esq., Member of the Chamber of Commerce, Newcastle, sworn, and examined
H. E. Stokes, 1785. Chairman.'] Will you tell the Committee why you come here to-day ? Well, I understood that one

P99- of the reasons why it is proposed to extend the railway is that there are not sufficient facilities at New
castle for transacting the shipping trade of the north and north-western districts, and that the railway is 

9 July, 1890. -foke a portion of that trade. 1 maintain that it is quite possible to deal with the whole of the northern 
and north-western trade at Newcastle, and I think that the traffic upon the railway will not be supple
mented by any trade from the north and north-west, because that trade will naturally seek its nearest 
shipping place.
1786. The port of Newcastle has been very much improved during the past few years for shipping ? Yes ;
and it could do a great deal more trade than it is doing at present. If there were more ships coming there
we could do a larger trade.
1787. You think that even if the line is constructed goods will not be sent past the port of Newcastle to 
Sydney, any more than they are sent now ? Yes. I may say that I am a large shipper from Newcastle, 
and have had a great deal to do with the shipping of that port for the last twenty-five years. I am a large 
exporter of wool and other produce from there, so I have good opportunities for forming an opinion on 
the subject.
1788. What is the draught of the largest vessels that come into Newcastle—sailing vessels and steamers? 
About 23 feet. Perhaps, with a good tide, vessels drawing 6 inches more might get in.
1789. Any vessel drawing over 23 feet 6 inches could not get in or out ? Not unless there was a very 
good tide. I should say that that was about a fair depth to reckon upon.
1790. Could a vessel drawing that depth get up alongside most of the cranes ? Yes.
1791. I suppose at Newcastle you do not look upon it as possible to develop the coal trade to Sydney by 
railway with the present rates ? Oh, no, because, in the first place, they can ship so much more cheaply 
by steamer. Colliers can take coal far cheaper than the railways can.
1792. I suppose, so far as the Newcastle people are concerned, they do not care whether the line is
extended or not ? I do not think they do. .
1793. You do not care yourself—you do not come here to protest against the extension ? No.
1794. Your object is merely to inform us that the extension of the railway will not take the trade from
Newcastle ? 1 do not think that it will. I do not think that it will affect Newcastle at all.
1795. Suppose there was a determination on the part of the woolgrowers to test the market in Sydney, 
that would affect the exportation from Newcastle considerably ? That is already being done to a great 
extent. A great many woolgrowers do send their wool to Sydney now.
1796. And some of them ship direct, without trying the Sydney market at all ? Yes. They find it 
cheaper to ship from Newcastle than from Sydney. Of course if they wish to try the market, they send 
the wool to Sydney.
1797. But they often try the market and then ship direct? Yes.
1798. That adds to the cost considerably ? Yes, it adds to the cost materially.
1799. Have you any hope of inducing buyers to go to Newcastle;—have you tried to get them to do so 
since the railway has been opened ? I think there has been one sale since the railway has been opened, 
though I am not sure.
1800. It was tried before the railway was opened, by Dalgety & Co. ? Dalgety & Co. held sales there 
for two years.
1801. They did not prove a great success ? I think they sold pretty well, but I think the sales were 
abandoned because of a combination of the Sydney brokers, who objected to bidding at the Newcastle sales.
1802. But, as a shipper, do you not think that it would be an advantage for the colony to have one 
market where the buyers could congregate, instead of splitting up the buyers and producers ;—do you

s not think that it would be an advantage to the buyers and producers to have one place in which to buy 
and sell ? I do not think that that is very likely to happen. I think that, as a rule, buyers will go direct 
to the stations. I think that that will be the future of the wool trade.
1803. But the men who do that do not buy the wool for the purpose of exporting it, but rather to 
speculate with it. It has been done for years ? I think it is done rather by the agents of the consumers, 
who wish to put themselves into direct communication with the producers. They buy on the station and 
ship the wool away—it is not tried in the market. They send a man round to buy the wool from the producers.
1804. Do you know any other commodities besides coal which are exported from Newcastle—wheat or 
grain of any kind, or tin or other metals ? A good deal of tallow is sent away, and some metal.
1805. Tin, I suppose ? Some tin, but not very much.
1806. Does that generally come to Sydney ? No. Some of the tin ore goes in the wool-ships, I think.
1807. Is any wheat exported from Newcastle? No, none.
1808. Do you know what quantity comes to Sydney ? I do not think that there is any wheat grown in 
the northern districts that-comes to Sydney.
1809. What do you find has been the effect of the construction of the railway from Newcastle to Sydney;

. —has it added to the prosperity of the town, or otherwise ? I do not think that it has affected it.
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1810. But has it not given very great facilities to the Newcastle people for transacting business in H. E. Stotes,
Sydney ? Well, perhaps it has, but I do not think that it has had any effect either for good or for evil ®s1’
upon the place. I do not notice any depreciation in value there, and I cannot say that I have noticed
any marked increase, more than you might expect from the increasing age of the town. 9 Juiy’ 1890
1811. Mr. Garrard.'] How many ships were there at Newcastle last year loading w-ool only ? I cannot
tell you how many ships there were, but I think there were about 60,000 bales shipped. ' -
1812. Chairman.] Were any of those ships entirely loaded with wool ? A good many of them were
loaded entirely with wool. '
1813. Mr. Garrard.] Did any of them bring inward cargoes, or did they come in ballast ? Some came
■with cargoes and some with ballast. ,
1814. From what ports ? They would bring cargoes from the home ports.
1815. From what ports did the ships come in ballast ? From various ports, but mostly colonial. .
1816. Mostly from Sydney ? I think that some came from Melbourne, but, perhaps, most of them came 

- from Sydney.
1817. Do they require ballast stiffening to get from Sydney to Newcastle ? Tes.
1818. What would be the cost of putting in and taking out of ballast for a vessel going from Sydney to .
Newcastle P It would not be very much. 1
1819. How many inward cargoes of merchandise came from Europe direct last year ? I daresay from
fifteen to twenty ships. • '
1820. With full cargoes ?. Yes. There is generally a ship a month to one firm, and a ship or two come 
in at odd times.
1821. Did you say that the facilities for shipping at Newcastle were more than the trade required ? Yes;
we could do twice the trade. ’
1822. Is it true that large suras of money are being spent there to increase those facilities ? There is a
proposal to do certain necessary work there, I think, but I am not prepared to say what sums of money 
are to be spent. J
1823. I think there is a proposal to erect half a dozen extra cranes ? Yes.
1824. That is not necessary ? I do not say that it is not necessary. Wb hope that the trade will grow.
If we had more ships w7e could do more trade. We have, at the present time, more orders for coal in 
N ewcastle than we can execute, because we have not enough ships. If enough ships came vre should need

' more cranes. The trade is a growing one.
.1825. How long is it since wharfage rates were discontinued in Newcastle? I should say about seven or 
eight years.
1826. Are you aware whether any of the wool-dumping buildings belonging to Dalgety & Co., and others, 
are erected on railway land, and held at a very lowr rental ? They are erected on railway land ; but I do 
not think that they are held at a low rental; I think they pay a very good rental.
1827. Dalgety’s, for instance ? I think that they pay about £2 per'foot per annum for rent.
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Arthur Harrison Collings, Esq., Manager of the Gore Hill Brickworks, St. Leonards, sworn, and
examined:—

1828. Mr Bowel.] What is your occupation ? I am manager of the Gore Hill Brickworks. A H Collings
1829. Where do you reside ? At West-street, North Shore. Esq.
1830. Have you made youself acquainted with the proposal now before the Committee with respect to the •A \
construction of a railway down to the deep waters of Port Jackson? I have. 9 July, 1890.
iSSL What is the nature of the evidence which you desire to give to the Committee ? Simply, as to the
effect winch the construction of the line would have upon the brickworks with which I am connected I 
have prepared a written statement, which I should like to read. It is as follows’
Extent to whiel, the Railway Department would be benefited in revenue derived from carriage of bricks and coal to and from 

the b-ore Hill Brickworks, provided the terminus was at Milson’s Point instead of where it is at present • we would then 
connect with a branch line into our works from siding at St. Leonards’ Station.

Oub ordinary output of bricks is about 200,000 per week ; but through slackness of trade it has been reduced to 180 000 ner 
week. The total extent of our plant production, if utilized to full capacity, is 450,000 per week. We have added largely to* 
our plant during the past twelve months, in anticipation of’an increase in trade, through better facilities being given us for 
delivery We felt certain the railway would be extended to Milson’s Point, and we'could then connect with the siding at once 
thus enabling us to reload our bricks from railway trucks (these would be loaded direct from the kilns) into waggons at Milson’s 
Pomt, for Sydney, Milson s Point, or direct from railway trucks into boats for harbour, river, or coast trade, which is a con
siderable factor m our calculations. I shall mention six contracts, together with quantities we supplied them during the oast 
twelve months, m order to prove to you that the figures I quote are not given in anticipation of trade to come, but as it exists 
at the present time. The following are the quantities supplied : —

Messrs. Dean & Sons, “ Australian Hotel” ............................. ...........................
Messrs. Waine & Baldwin, Lands Office................ ................................
" Wentworth Hotel” .................................................. ...........................................................................
Crown-street Reservoir...................... ... .....................................
Bulli Coke c°............................. .......3K£

Total.................................................................. 6,350,000
Now we come to the question of amount of money which would have been saved to our company had the Milson’s Point 

extension been carried out, and the goods traffic of our works carried on it, instead of the road, as at present.
Cartage of bricks to Sydney by carts, per 1,000 ...................................................................... £0 16 6
Cartage of bricks with siding at works, and extension of railway to Milson’s Point, per 1 000 ...... 0 12 9
Cartage of bricks to Darling Harbour Hornsby, per 1,000 ........................... r ’ ' o 17 8

. 0f course, sending them via Darling Harbour is dearer than the cart system,’so the’line is "practically useless to us for 
carriage of bricks with the terminus as it is at present. ' ’ F ^ ^ useless to us ror

We sent 6,000,000 at a less rate of cartage of 3s. 9d. per thousand ...................................... £1 125 o D
We sent to Blue s Point wharf, for Bulli Coke Co., 350,000 ; our cartage was 10s. per 1 000 • *

if taken by rail to water’s edge, 5s. 3d., meaning a saving of 4s. 9d. per 1,000..........*....... ’ §3 2 6
Our trade at Milson’s Point averaged 5,000 per day; forwarded by rail we save Is. per 1,000... 75 0 0

Total saving in carriage of bricks....................... £1283 2 6

dostinaton SaVinS “ e°a1’ ^ t0 * fr°m b°atS at Mils0n’e Point and taie to Pla“ of
J • We
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A. H. Collings, 
Esq.

9 July, 1890.

Sydney.. 20,000 
Milson’s
Point.... 5,000 
Boats .. 1,166

We usually consume per week 50 tons of Southern coal and 20 tons of Lithgovr. The cost of it is as follows, by rail
Large coal—At mine, 8s.; rail, 5s. 6d.; road, 2s.—15s. 6d.
Small coal—At mine, 3s.; rail, 5s. 6d. ; road, 2s.—10s. 6d.
Coal landed at Milson’s Point from boat, and thence by rail to yard :—
Large coal, freight—At Point, 11s. 6d.; rail freight. Is. 6d.—13s. •
Small coal—At Point, 6s.; rail freight, Is. 6d.—7s. 6d.
22 tons of large coal per week, at 2s. Sd.......................................................................................... £143 0 0
28 tons of small coal per week, at 3s...............................................   218 8 0

Total ........................................................   £361 8 0
With siding into works we would save the sum of £104 per annum on 20 tons per week at 2s.

per ton; present price for cartage, from St. Leonards to works .......................................... 104 0 0
Add to this the saying on bricks, cartage........................................................................................... 1,283 2 6

Total saving to our Company with railway to Milson’s Point (minimum amount) ... £1,748 10 6
Next item is tho revenue received by department for carriage of bricks and coal on the Milson’s Point line :—

26,166 bricks per day, by rail, at 5s. 3d. per 1,000   £2,060 7 3
50 tons of coal per week, at Is. Gd....................................................................................... 195 0 0

Total, provided railway taken to Milson’s Point ........................................... £2,255 7 3
We receive on.Hornsby route, 20 tons of Lithgow coal per week, at 9s. 3d................................. 481 0 0

Grand total ............................................................ £2,736 7 3
We are now getting southern coal by steamer landed at Point, and find it more economical than by rail, with present 

terminus, and shall continue to do so until line is extended to Milson’s Point. .
In these figures no calculation is made for increase in trade, which we are certain must ensue, as we can tender for 

several contracts which under present conditions we would not, as if our bricks were etrried to Point by rail we would have an 
advantage over last year’s quotations through saving of cartage into Sydney, 3s. 9d., Is. at Milson s Point, and 4s. 9d. per
1.000 for rivers, harbours, and coast trade. #

We lost several good contracts, one for 3,000,0000 to be delivered by water to Walker s Hospital, Concord, on the 
Parramatta River; and 1,000.000 of Messrs. Dean’s order, we had to procure from Messrs. Bakewell Bros. Although we had 
more than that quantity in stock, we were handicapped by being unable to secure sufficient carts to deliver them up to time. If 
the railway had been there it would have been avoided, as then no difficulty would have been met with. We are now sending
600.000 facing bricks by water carriage from Point to Walker’s Hospita', on Parramatta River; also some 2,000,000 to
Garden Island ; all these would come bv rail io Point if completed to it. We have already had sixty boxes made to hold oOO 
bricks each, to facilitate the handling from railway trucks to waggons or boat, whichever purpose they were, required for; 
they are at present being used to convey the facing bricks to Parramatta and bricks to Garden Island. Having had a large 
experience amongst the clay shales of Victoria, New Zealand, Tasmania, and New South Wales, I can safely assert that the 
clay and shale of North Shore is superior to any I have met with in the other colonies for all clus-es of potteryware ; in fact 
the majority of it should never be used for ordinary bricksj being very valuable for fancy ware. There are already four 
potteries making regularly now all the articles in finer branches of earthenware trade, hire-clay, from which first-class fire
bricks are made, abounds largely on North Shore. I, myself, have made already more than half a million of them ; therefore 
these resources are sure to be developed far more largely in the future, thereby increasing the revenue derived from carriage of 
goods on the railway of North Shore. I fully anticipate,that very few months after the line is completed we will double our 
present output, and the Milson’s Point line will receive in revenue the sum of £5,472 17s. 6d. derived from our works alone, 
independent of any of the other two brickworks. . .
1832. Chairman.'] You swear that what the statement you have just read contains is true? Yes. .
1833. Mr. Dowel.] You anticipate that the freight on your bricks alone will give a revenue to the railway,
if it is extended to Milson’s Point, of over £5,000 ? £2,736 under present conditions ; but if the trade
increases it will amount to that, because the railway will enable us to tender for jobs which we cannot 
tender for now. t „
1834. Would the construction of the railway place you in abetter position for tendering r In a tar
better position. At the present time we cannot procure enough drays to take the bricics away,. _
1835. Are your bricks of such a quality that they are always likely to be in demand? Certainly, if we
could procure drays enough. . . . .
1836. You do not anticipate any competition in the future which will prevent their being m demand.
Certainly not. With the plant which we have no competition could affect us. .
1837. The railway would also offer you very considerable facilities for working yonr busines as regards
the supply of coal ? Certainly ; it would make a considerable saving, . ^ _
1838. And you would pay the* Grovcrnment a considerable amount of money in the shape of freight for the
coal ? Yes. _ . .
1839. Is there any further information which you would like to give to the Committee ? JNo ; there is no
further information.
1840. Chairman^] How many bricks are there to a ton ? They run about 3 ton 10 cwt. to the thousand.
] 841. At the present time the Hailway Department get nothing from you except for the haulage of the 
Lithgow coal which you consume ? Yes. ^ ,
1842. Are these boxes which you have constructed to provide a new method of loading trains ? Yes ;
they facilitate the handling—yon can handle them more quickly. _
1843. Would you put the boxes into the trucks ? You could, but at the present time we put them on
lorries. g . . .
1844. Suppqse you were working with these boxes in connection with the trains, would you put a box
containing the bricks on to the truck and send it down to Milson s Point ? Nb ; I should not do that. The 
boxes are mostly for the lorries. They would increase the cost of carriage by their weight.. .
1845. In that case you would not have the handling of the bricks again at Milson s Point in unloading?
That is all provided in the cost which I have given. _ _ _
1846. You mention Is. Od. a ton as the cost of hauling coal from Milson’s Point ? Yes, that is correct 
Is. 6d. will take it to Hornsby.
1847. Mr. Humjjhery] That is the minimum charge ? Yes.
1848. Chairman.] It is 12 miles to Hornsby ? Yes. _ # .
1849. Mr. Dowel.] Are there any other brickmakers in this particular locality who would use the railway
if it were constructed ? There are two just alongside the railway. _ t
1850. Doing a large business ? Hot so extensive a business as ours, but they are doing a large business. .
1851. A considerable amount of railway freight would be derived from the carriage of bricks on their
account ? Yes, and there would he the carriage of their coal too. . t
1852. What are the names of these brickmakers ? Magney and Wainton, and the Crown Plastic Brick
Company Limited. 1853.



1029
EAIWAY TO CONNECT NOETH SHOEE HAILWAY WITH POET JACKSON, AT* MILSON’S POINT. 61

1853. Is there any specially good shale and hrick-clay on any other portion of the line between yonr works A.H.Collings,
and Hornsby ? Yes ; throughout the whole of the district clays and shales of the most superior quality
for the manufacture of any class of earthenware abound. " „ "TT '

•' ____________________________________ 9 July, 1899.

"Walter Liberty Yernon, Esq., surveyor and architect, North Shore, sworn, and examined:—
1854. Chairman.'] You are a surveyor and architect ? lam. W.L. Vernon,
1855. Residing at North Shore ? Yes. Esq. ’
1856. You hold the position of alderman over there ? I am an alderman of the Borough of East St.
Leonards, and I have expended between £40,000 and £50,000 in building residences there. 9 July) 1890.
1857. You know the North Shore pretty well ? Very well, indeed.
1858. You are engaged there now in laying out some large areas of land ? Yes, and in some large building 
operations too.
1859. Do you know the proposal to construct the railway down to the deep waters of the harbour ? I •
have not seen the recent scheme.
1860. It is showm on the map before the Committee by a dotted red line. The railway "would have a grade 
of 1 in 50 on that route ? I came to raise an objection to such a westerly route being taken, because I 
do not think that it will be used for suburban traffic or for the general traffic. It does not seem to me, 
and I know' that others think with me, that it is'sufficiently central to convenience the people over there.
There is a very large population to the north-east of the line, and if the line skirts the water’s edge, as it 
is proposed that it shall do, it cannot serve that population. It will only serve the population on one side 
of it at most. I have a rough scheme here, based on a plan prepared and published some time ago by the 
North Shore Times, showing the trial surveys for this line.
1861. You propose to branch ofE from the existing line at about 10 miles from Hornsby ? Erom the 
present station. Then I pass belowr the Cottage Hospital in order to keep dowm the levels.
1862. That is to the north ? Yes ; I get to a natural depression of the ground there.
1863. Have you made any rough survejrs of this route ? I cannot say that I have. I have some rough 
data to go upon, but it is not sufficiently accurate to give as evidence.
1864. ‘I see that you put a station just "where I live? I put a station there because it would enable the 
train to take the existing tram traffic, and it would also serve the large district, called North Sydney, lying 
beyond the new bridge which they are building. The advantage of going so far north is that you keep at 
a lower level.
1865. Do you know wffiat grades you w'ould have coming past Alfred-street? As near as I can tell, 
about 1 in 60.
1866. Have you seen Mr. Hamand’s proposal—his scheme bears away east as far as "Willoughby Ealls ?
No ; I have not. .
1867. He only gets a grade of 1 in 70? I think I am on the safe side in saying 1 in 60. I did make it 
a little more but I wdsh to be safe. There is a natural depression on the other side of the Military-road, 
wffiere the creeks run down to Middle Harbour, and I propose to take advantage of it before you get to 
Milson’s Point or to the southern shore.
1868. Your objection to the proposed route is that it goes too far to the wrestw>ard to serve the population 
which must spring up to the eastward of the tram-line ? True.
1869. Do you not think that if the tram service "were extended to the east it would suit the require
ments of those people. Suppose the tram wure extended along the Military-road, w'ould not that afford 
a great convenience to the people of all those suburbs ? I do not think that it would answer the same 
purpose as a railway.
1870. But if the tramwray were extended along the Military-road nearly as far as Middle Harbour, what .
would be the furthest distance that any of the inhabitants there would have to travel to get to it ?
Probably not more than three-quarters of a mile.
1871. Do you not think that it would be infinitely cheaper to construct a tramway than to make a detour 
with the railway ? I do not think so. I consider that there are certain advantages to be gained by taking 
the line in the direction which I have shown which no other route would have.
1872. Will you tell us what they are ? The line from Miller-street, running under the Military-road, at 
the eastern corner of the reserve, by a short tunnel, would come out into the Neutral Bay valley, which 
is very rough land, and would be, comparatively speaking, inexpensive. There is a quarry there. That 
would bring you to the head of Neutral Bay, where the Government, in conjunction with the East St.
Leonards Council, propose to reclaim some land to the extent of 74 or 8 acres, so that they will be put to 
no expense in purchasing a frontage. The property will be extremely valuable for wharfage purposes, 
and the only expense which the Government would have to incur "would be in filling in. Then a short 
tunnel would bring the line to the head of Careening Cove, where there are 2 4 acres of land which the . 
excavations from the tunnelling would no doubt reclaim. Erom there it would be an extremely short cut 
by a tunnel either to Milson’s Point to the line proposed, or to Kirribilli Point, -which wmuld be directly 
opposite the line on the other side, if the Railway Commissioners’ scheme for carrying the railway to Hyde 
Park wrere agreed to.
1873. So that you have four tunnels ? Three tunnels.
1874. If you came down to Kirribilli Point you would come out by a tunnel ? Yes. .
1875. And you would do the same with Lavender Bay ? Yes ; but I should make Careening Cove the 
depot for the railway.
1876. But you would also use Neutral Bay for that purpose? If it was required. It is in the hands of 
the Government, and something like 10 acres could be reclaimed there.
1877. You would put the passenger stations at the mouth of the tunnel either at Lavender Bay or at 
Kirribilli Point? Yes. I think that there are about 40 extra chains in the route which I propose. You 
could also extend the line to Cremorne, and to Manly from the top—it would serve both extensions.
1878. Your proposal has this advantage, that it serves the people between the present terminus at St.
Leonards and Pearce’s Corner ? Yes, most decidedly. ‘
1879. And it has the advantage of serving the people in the mostdensely populated part of ot. Leonards? Yes.
1880. It is about centrally situated for the suburbs of the North Shore? Yes.
1881. What is the difference in cost between your proposal and that of the Commissioners? I have not 
reckoned that out at all, but I should say that the cost of my scheme would be considerably less than the

. cost
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W.L.Vernon, cost of the proposed scheme, because the value of the land required to be purchased would be less. I 
think I understood that the resumption of land in Lavender Bay would come to something like £67,000. 

q^tT^irqo 'will be nothing like that to buv in this scheme.
9 July; 1890. 1882_ But y0U have tllree tulmeis p Certainly ; but purchasing land for a tunnel is very different from 

purchasing a water frontage. _ ,
1883. Ton are a professional man ;—do you think it possible to offer any evidence in favour of this 

’ proposal without first testing its practicability by taking levels ? I think the tunnels get one over the
difficulty of all the inconvenient physical features of the land.

. 1884. What are the lengths of these tunnels, roughly ;—what is the length of the first one, towards Long
Bay ? About 25 chains. _
1885. Then the middle one ? About 15 chains, between Neutral Bay and Careening Cove.
1886. Then between Careening Cove and Lavender Bay? About 20 chains.
1887. And between Careening Cove and Kirribilli ? About 28 chains.
1888. Can you get to the wharf level at the head of Lavender Bay ? No, you cannot. You would have 
to take a siding with the same grade to get down to it.

■ 1889. At Careening Cove you do get to the wharf level ? Yes. _
1890. Is not Careening Cove very shallow ? No ; there is a deep-water frontage where the new wall is 
to be erected.
1891. Can you say what the feeling of the people of the North Shore is about this ? I am not prepared
to speak definitely, but I know that those on the eastern side would feel it greatly if no more accommo
dation was granted to them than the western scheme would give them. _
1892. The western scheme will be of no advantage whatever to the people east of the tramway line ? I do 
not think that it will.
1893. Practically it would only open up the country between what points would you say ? Between the 
present tramway and the existing station at G-ore Hill, I imagine.
1894. Would not the extension of the line to Milson’s Point open up the country between Pearce’s
Corner and the present St. Leonards’ Station ? That country would be opened up in either case, but it 
would give greater conveniences to the people on the North Shore if a central line were constructed. To 
mention my own case, I have a place at Hornsby, but I cannot get there by the present line, so I drive; 
I never go by rail. _
1895. Mr. Copeland^ The adoption of the tunnels which you propose would get rid of any difficulty as to 
grade ? Yes.
1896. All that you would have to do to alter the grade would be to take an extra few feet from the length 
of the tunnel ? True.
1897. May you not find when you come to make an accurate survey and to work out the levels that you will 
have to extend the curve considerably, so as to get the level to the eastward ? Th^t may possibly be 
necessary, but from my rough calculations and observations I do not think so.
1898. You have gone to no calculation whatever as to the cost of land resumption? No. I have only looked 
over the country generally. Anyone can see that the ground on the route which I propose is covered by 
far less valuable properties than is the ground upon the other route. There is no comparison between 
them at all.
1899. You are under the impression that the route which you propose would accommodate a greater number
of people than the route which we are considering ? That is my idea. There is another point in favour 
of my line, but I am not prepared to spealc on it so confidently, and that is, that the shipping will be kept 
on the eastern side of Kirribilli Point instead of passing through the confined space to Lavender Bay, 
which is becoming more crowded every day. _
1900. Do you propose to have the terminus at Milson’s Point ? I make that optional. I do not think
that that affects my scheme at all. _

‘ 1901. Would there be any necessity, if your scheme were carried out, to continue the tramway? I
should take it up to the station in Miller-street, so as to make a junction, and it would then go right on 
over the new bridge.
1902. Would not the tramway and railway be running parallel? No ; they would run across each other
at right angles. _
1903. You say that the tunnel to Kirribilli Point would be 28 chains long—do you think that anyone
residing midway over it would care to travel 14 chains to get to the railway ? Yes ; they wmuld have to 
take the ordinary roads, I presume. _ _
1904. Do you think people would prefer to travel through tunnels like rats to coming out into the open 
daylight ? You have certain physical features to contend with, and you must deal with them the best 
way you can. I think the short tunnels will be no great objection.
1905. I suppose you have seen Mr. Hamand’s proposal? No, I have not. _
1906. I suppose you can give the Committee no assurance as to what grade your proposed line will have ? 
Not accurately, because I have not been in a position to take the accurate levels, but I know pretty well 
the height from the water at Miller-street, and with these tunnels I think you can take a very level 
grade right down to the water. I have calculated it out, and I think the grade would be 1 in 60.
1907. Still you have made no survey ? No.
1908. So that it is mere guesswork at the present time ? It is, to a certain extent, but I have some data.
1909. Your opinion is based upon the mean levels, I suppose ? Yes.
1910. Dr. G-arran.'] Your route runs through what is now the settled part of St. Leonards ? Yes.
1911. If Mr. Deane’s line is made, and the Crow’s Nest Estate is cut up, that will be as thickly populated 
as the present settled part of St. Leonards ? On one side, but it skirts the wviter closely.
1912. Still there is a good deal of land between the railway and the water’s edge upon which houses could 
be built ? There is some, but the line has not a central position.
1913. The land on the western side of the line will not contribute so much traffic as that on the eastern 
side ? Yes.
1914. Because it is limited in area ? Yes.
1915. Still there will be a considerable population settled there some day ? Undoubtedly.
1916. If we take your route we shall have to buy small pieces of land from a large number of proprietors ? 
Yes.
1917.. But with the other route we should have to buy a large quantity of land from one proprietor ? On 
the Berry Estate—yes. 1918.
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1918. In that case the clause of the Land Resumption Act which allows us to deduct from the value of L-Vernon, 
the land taken anything which it gains by the construction of the railway will come into force ? Tes.
1919. So that we shall not have to pay so much for land going through the Berry Estate ? I think you
would have to pay more for the water frontage. U y’ '
1920. Ton think that the ground gained at Careening Cove and Neutral Bay would compensate us for
what we lost in other -ways ? Tes. . • • .
1921. Tou think your line will be cheaper, and would suit the present population better? Ear better.
1922. Still you would have to make some resumption in Lavender Bay? Tes, at the extreme point.
1923. Tou have not considered the question of crossing the harbour? No. I have taken my line to 
Kirribilli in order to meet Mr. Eddy’s scheme which was published in the newspaper some short time ago, 
and I was shown the ferry service which would connect across.
1924. Do you mean Mr. Eddy’s scheme for a ferry or his scheme for a tunnel ? Eor both. The tunnel
could come out at Careening Cove, while the ferry could go to Kirribilli—that is another of the advan
tages of my scheme.
1925. Are you aware that the borings across the harbour have shown that the rock is as much as 116 feet 
deep in some places ? Tes.
192(i. That would greatly increase the cost of the tunnel ? Tes.
1927. Are you aware that Mr. Hamand has suggested a scheme for laying the line in iron tubes ? I 
think I saw something in the neivspaper to that effect.
1928. Tou are not engineer enough to check his estimate? I should not attempt it. '
1929. Tou think you can form an estimate of the surface work and cuttings ? Tes ; I have been at that
all my life.
1930. Tou have looked into the line sufficiently to hazard the statement on your professional reputation 
that you think it would be cheaper, all things considered ? I am prepared to say so.
1931. Tou cannot tell us at all about the grades ? I give you 1 in 60 as the maximum grade.
1932. Do you know the elevation above the water level at Amherst Station ? 240 feet.
1933. Tou have measured that? Not by a survey, but by aneroids.
1934. Tou have calculated the mileage in which to make the descent to the water ? I have.
1935. Mr. IIumpTiery.~\ Tou propose to serve the traffic on the eastern side by the line coloured red— 
would not most of the traffic which you propose to serve be served by the existing tramway and the exten
sion in course of construction ? It would to some extent, but not so fully as by a railway, because I 
anticipate that there will be a large traffic from North Shore itself up into the northern districts, and to the 
settlements round'Q-ordon and Pearce’s Corner. It is far more convenient for the public to drive right to 
the railway station than to get into a tram and then shift again.
1936. Supposing the people round Pearce’s Corner and on the existing line can get to Milson’s Point by 
railway, does it make any difference to them whether they travel to the east or to the west of the present tram
line? I will instance my own case. To get from Hornsby to my house at Neutral Bay the railway at 
present is useless to me, and therefore I drive, and if it were taken to Milson’s Point it would be of very 
little more use to me; but if I could get out at a station centrally situated I should be near my own 
home, comparatively speaking. *
1937. But would it not suit people going to Sydney for business just as well to travel to the west of the 
tram as to the east of it, as proposed by you ? Tes ; but I do not think that it would suit the North Shore 
so well. I do not think that the line as proposed by the department is sufficiently central for the North 
Shore people, though I admit that for Sydney people, going direct to Hornsby or to Pearce’s Corner, it 
does not matter two-pence half-penny whether they go to the east or west of the line.
1938. Mr. Bowel.'] What is the length of your route ? About 275 chains, as against 235 chains on the 
proposed route.
1939. The length of the proposal which the Committee are considering is 181 chains ? That line starts
from the Railway Station at St. Leonards. .
1940. Where does your line start from ? Erom the same place.
1941. So that your route is 1 mile and 14 chains longer than the route under the consideration of the
Committee. What is the estimated cost of your proposal ? I have made no estimate of the cost. •
1942. Did I not understand you to say that you had made an estimate, and that your scheme would com
pare favourably with that which we are considering, both as regards grade and cost ? I have made a rough 
estimate as to the value of the resumptions, such as an ordinary business man, looking over the ground, 
might make.
1943. What is the value of the resumptions ? I have not gone into particulars. ■
1944. Then how did you arrive at your estimate ? I walked over the two routes, and saw the difference 
in the character of the settlement on each.
1945. Have you made any estimate of the cost of construction ? No.
1946. Do you know anything of the cost of the earthworks or of the tunnels ? I am not prepared with 
that evidence.
1947. Mr. Copeland.] Tou merely indicate a route ? Tes. I should like to say, in explanation of the 
length of my route, that I take up the Cremorne and Manly route. I made the Government route 2 miles 
75 chains. I have not had the advantage of seeing the last scheme submitted to the Committee. I admit 
that my route is the longer, but it serves a double purpose.

The following letter was forwarded by Mr. Yernon in explanation:—
Sir> _ _ Union Bank Chambers, 10 July, 1890.

In connection with the evidence I had the honor of tendering yesterday, in reference to the extension of the 
North Shore Bailway, it was suggested that the alternative scheme I advocated involved an additional length of line of 
nearly 2 miles beyond that of the Government scheme.

May I be allowed to confirm my own evidence by stating that measurements taken on the map of the Government ' 
scheme give the following results :—

Government scheme, from St. Leonards’ Station to Milson’s Point (westward), "2 miles 44 chains.
Alternative route (eastward), 3 miles 12 chains.

Or a difference only of 48 chains (half a mile) against the latter, instead of the suggested 2 miles.
I have, &c.,

The Secretary, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works. W. L. YERNON.
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Mr. Richard Porter, fruit-grower, Gordon, sworn, and examined :—
Mr.R. Porter, Copeland.'] 'Where do you reside ? At Gordon.

T- 1949. What is your occupation ? I am a farmer—a fruit-grower.
9 July, 1890. -Lgjjy Have you come prepared to make a statement to the Committee either in favour of or against the

proposed line ? I have come to speak in favour of it, and to show the produce and wood taken from the 
district, and the manure brought into it.
1951. Have vou prepared any statement ? TVo.
1952. Tou know the route of the proposed railway ? Tes.
1953. I suppose you have seen the surveys ? Tes. ^
1954. Do you think that that railway would convenience yourself and your neighbours? Tes. About
50,000 cases of fruit go out of the district in twelve months.
1955. Is there any likelihood of that increasing ? Tos ; it increases every day, because more orchards 
are continually being planted.
1956. Do you know how many cases went away the year before last ? About the same number.
1957. Then the quantity has not increased much in one year ? It would not increase very much in one
year.
195S. But you think that it will increase considerably ? Tes, because more people are planting.
1959. I suppose there is plenty of good land available for additional orchards ? Tes, plenty.
1960. Are you and your neighbours desirous of seeing the line constructed ? Tes. _ _
1961. If it were constructed, would you make use of it to bring your fruit to Milson’s Point ? Decidedly.
1962. It would be the easiest way of getting to the Sydney market ? Tes.
1963. Do you make any use of the railway at the present time ? No ; it is too far round.
1964. Where do vou reside ? About a quarter of a mile from Pymble Station.
1965. Tou are decidedly in favour of the route proposed by the Government? Tes.
1966. Tou wish to see it carried out ? Tes. _ ^
1967. Do you speak for yourself only or for the Lane Cove people—have you had any meetings ? No.
We had a sort of meeting. We were speaking about the line, and we came to the conclusion that it is no 
use where it is. .
1968. Were you asked to represent your neighbours’ view’s here ? Tes.
1969. How many were there at the meeting ? It wras not quite a meeting. I went through them and 
spoke to them.
1970. Tou think that the people generally are in favour of the proposed line ? Tes. •
1971. And that if it is constructed they will make use of it in order to send their fruit to market ? . Tes.
1972. Dr. Carran.] Do you think the quantity of fruit produced by your district would be doubled if the
railway were made ? It wmuld take some time. .
1973. Do you think it would be doubled in three years ? No. .
1974. Would it in five ? No ; I think it would take ten years.
1975. Before the 50,000 cases became 100,000 ? Tes.
1976. How far are you now from Milson’s Point by road? Ten miles. •
1977. If you were only five miles off, would you send the fruit by railway ? I should.
1978. And have it shipped across the water ? Tes.
1979. Do not many of the fruit carts bring back manure ? Not many. They bring a bag or two some
times. ' .
1980. There is very little return freight ? They have as much bulk going back as they have coming, because 
empty boxes take up as much room as full boxes.
1981. But they do not bring back anything heavy ? No.
1982. What do you think it costs to cart fruit to market now ? It requires a man and a horse, and the 
man has to get up at two or three o’clock in the morning to get to market in time. It costs 10s. or 12s. 
a load.
1983. Dor what do you expect to send it by railway ? Dor less than half that.
1984. That would include the ferrying across, and the cartage on this side ? Tes, and you wmuld not be 
troubled with a horse in town.
1985. Would you have to make your own private arrangements for carting to market ? No ; there would 
be plenty of vans.
1986. Would you save half what you at present pay for cartage, and have all trouble taken off your 
hands? Tes, fully that. About 1,000 tons of bonedust and lime come into the district each year. 
They use a large quantity of lime now. The trees are subject to a number of diseases, and they apply a 
great deal of lime to them ; they think that there is nothing so good.
1987. Where do the lime merchants get that lime? They get it from Marulan and those places.
.1988. It does not come by sea? No, by rail. We buy it from the dealers in Sydney, and they send 
it to us.
1989. Do you think that the railway would carry 1,000 tons of lime and other manures ? I do.
1990. What wmuld be the freight on that to Gordon from Milson’s Point ? I do not know what it would 
be. They charge Is. 6d. a ton for wood.'
1991. How many tons do you think come down by the railway ? Some of the wood is carted, and some is 
sent down by trucks. I suppose there are about 50 tons a week sent down altogether, but there are 
thousands of tons which would come down but for the expense. The railway charge is Is. 6d. to @t. 
Leonards, and then you have to pay 2s. 6d. more to have it delivered to the wood-yards, so that it costs 
you 4s. for 6 or 7 miles of carriage.
1992. Tou think there would be an increased traffic in wood, lime, and fruit, if the railway went down to 
the water’s edge ? Tes; I am sure that there would be.

THURSDAY,
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- The Committee further considered the proposed Railway to connect the North Shore Railway with 
the deep waters of Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point.

65 .

Captain Benjamin Jenkins, Member of the Marine Board, sworn, and examined :—
1993. Chairman.'] Tou were at one time, I think, Mayor of the borough of St. Leonards ? Yes. Captain
1994. And an alderman of that borough ? I was an alderman for ten years, for four years of which
I was Mayor. *
1995. Are you still an alderman ? No. 10 July, 1890.
1996. Tou are a member of the Marine Board ? Tes.
1997. An elected or a nominated member ? An elected member.
1998. Representing what interest ? The shipowners.
1999. Do you know the proposal to extend the line of railway from the present station at St. Leonards to 
Lavender Bay ? Tes.
2000. Are you weB acquainted with that part of the district ? Tes.
2001. In your opinion, does Lavender Bay offer good facilities for shipping goods to and from a railway ?
I did not approve of the line coming down to Milson’s Point. ’
2002. Why ? _ Because I think that, what with the tram and the ferries, Milson’s Point has as much 
traffic now as it can have, while it is not a suitable place for shipping.
2003. Lavender Bay is not a suitable place for shipping ? Lavender Bay is not a suitable place for
shipping, because all the vessels going there would have to come through the very narrow waters between 
Milson’s Point and Dawes’ Point, which is the narrowest part of the harbour. *
2004. Have you had much to do with the shipping of this port ? Tes.
2005 Eor how long ? It is thirty-six years since I first came here. I came here as first mate of a ship, 
and have been connected with the shipping of this port ever since.
2006. Why is Lavender Bay not a suitable place for shipping ? Because of the want of room there, and 
because all ships going there would have to go through the narrow channel which I have mentioned In 
my opinion the shipping should either be below Kirribilli Point or above Blue’s Point—below preferred
2007. Apart from that, would the railway serve the best interests of the North Shore district, suppose it
were for passengers only ? It would not serve those living about St. Leonards—they seem to have been 
ignored altogether. ■
2008. Would it be of any use to the people living down towards Middle Harbour ? In my opinion it 
would be of no use to any one on the heights of St. Leonards, as there is no station near there.
2009. Whereabouts is the population located which this railway would begin to serve ? The population is 
all to the east of the proposed line. It would not serve any of the people of St. Leonards
2010. Where would you suggest that the railway should be brought ? I think Kirribilli Point, if you 
must have it at the nearest pomt to Sydney. That, in my opinion, would be the nearest and most suitable 
place, while the line would come down into Neutral Bay, a fine harbour for shipping.
-‘-911. Tou would extend it so as to touch Neutral Bay and come to Kirribilli Point, if it were necessary 
to bring it to the place nearest to Sydney ? Tes. ' J
2012. Is Neutral Bay suitable for shipping ? Neutral Bay is the best place for shipping on that side of
the harbour. j. r o

2013. Is it better than Cremorne ? I consider that Cremorne Point and Kirribilli Point enclose Neutral 
Bay. Cremorne is a fine natural wharf with deep water on each side.
2014. Have you anything else to tell the Committee ? No ; Ido not think so.
2015. Mr. DoweU\ Tou have stated that there will be considerable difficulty in taking vessels to Lavender 
Bay P Tes ; because you have to manoeuvre in the narrow fairway.
2016. Would there be more difficulty in taking them into Lavender Bay than into Sydney Cove? Tes • 
for the Cove is nearer to the wide part of the harbour, and it would be increasing the traffic in the 
narrow part ot the harbour.
2017. What would be the difference between taking a vessel into Lavender Bay and taking it into Sydney 
9°JeT? A vessel going to Lavender Bay would have to come from the wide water below Port Macquarie 
and Kirribilli through a narrow channel, and in going out large ships would be nearly across to Dawes’
Point before they could turn round. •
2018. Is not Lavender Bay as large as Sydney Cove ? Nothing like it. ’
201]9;, Yllat1i1s t*-6 area of Sydney Cove ? I think Sydney Cove is about 1,800 feet wide at the entrance, 
and that width does not dimimsh very much as you approach the head of the bay. And you must remem
ber that. Sydney Cove is smaller now than it was before the wharves there were erected. If you make 
wharves m Lavender Bay its area will be very much.diminished.
2020. What is the area of Sydney Cove ? I cannot say.
2021 Can you inform the Committee of the width of Lavender Bay ? I have a plan of the harbour here 
on which I can explain matters. [Witness pointed out on the map the relative size of Lavender Ban and 
isycmey Cove.\ *
2022. So I understand that there is very little difference between the areas of the two bavs ? There is a
good deal of difference. In the first place the Cove is much deeper. “
2023. Not according to the measurements which you took just now on the map ? Tes, there is, because 
a couple of hundred feet must be taken up for wharfage purposes on each side of the bay, and more at 
the head or the bay.
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2024. But I mean their areas at the present time ? There is not much difference in width at the entrance 
at M‘Mahon’s Point and the eastern shore than there is between Campbell’s and the Orient Company s 
wharves.

10 July, 1890. 2025. But you can give us no further information with respect to the areas of the two bays ? No.
2020. What is the depth of water in Sydney Cove ? Prom 8 fathoms at tho entrance to Si- close up to 
the wharves at the southern end. _
2027. What is the depth in Lavender Bay ? Prom about 6 fathoms to perhaps 3 fathoms a little "way 
from the shore. .

' 2028. Then the depth of water in Lavender Bay is nearly equal to that in Sydney Cove ? There is not
much difference. _ ,
2029. Do you not think that the eastern side of Lavender Bay is a suitable place to bring the railway to
for shipping purposes ? I do not think that it is. _
2030. Por what reason? In the first place you have not got one foot of level land—you will have to
make all the land, and there is no road down to it. _ _
2031. That is provided for in the proposal before the Committee ? I have not taken notice of it. I go
by what I know of the bay. _
.2032. That difficulty in your mind having been got over, what other difficulties exist ? The place is very 
small. If a steamer 400 or 500 feet long went in there to load coal there would not be much length to swing.
2033. But the width of the two bays being about the same, it appears to me that there would be no more 
difficulty in swinging in one than in swinging in the other ? The bays as they are now are nearly alike, but, 
in width, when you make the wharfage at Lavender Bay, there will be a considerable difference in every way.
2034. Have you made yourself acquainted with the proposal before the Committee ? I have not seen the 
maps ; I have seen the line. I speak from what I know of the place.
2035. Of course you know the bay exceedingly well ? Yes. _
2030. You were asked by the Chairman whether you consider Milson’s Point a suitable place for a 
passenger terminus—is it not, in your opinion, the best point in the harbour that could be selected ? I 
think that if the railway passengers must come to Lavender Bay, they could just as well go on board the 
ferry steamers at the head of the bay as at Milson’s Point, which is now fully taken up with the tram and 
vehicular traffic. There is not much land at Milson’s Point. _
2037. You do not think that there is sufficient room for a passenger terminus there? No. A train 
could come in and go back again, but there would scarcely be room for a turntable.
2038. Suppose there were sufficient room there for a passenger terminus, would it not be the most 
convenient spot to which the train could be brought so as to give access to the Circular Quay ? I suppose 
it would be the nearest point to the Circular Quay, but I do not think that it is a suitable place for a 
railway terminus, because we never bring ships to a point; they generally go up into a bay. .
2039. I understand that you think some other spot on Lavender Bay would be much more suitable for a
station? I think so, because of the traffic which there is already at Milson’s Point, and that traffic must 
increase. . _ _
2040. Hr. Oarran^\ You seem to think, as a nautical man, that there will be some difficulty in manoeuvring
ships in Lavender Bay ? Yes, and I am opposed to forcing traffic into those narrow waters, so as not to 
block the fairway. _
2041. "Will there be any greater difficulty than there is now in manoeuvring ships between Dawes’ Point
and Miller’s Point—is not that equally in the narrows ? No; it is not so narrow there. _
2042. Still all the ships have to pass between Milson’s Point and Dawes’ Point ? Yes, hut I object to
ships manoeuvring there. Sometimes, when the large boats are coming out of the Cove they swing right 
out and block the traffic. _
2043. I understand you to divide Port Jackson into three parts—the broad lower harbour, this narrow 
part, and the broad harbour above ? Yes.
2044. You object to congregating too many large ships in what we may call the narrows, between 
Kirribilli and Blue’s Point on one side, and Port Macquarie and Dawes’ Point on the other? Yes.
2045. Would there be more trouble in berthing a vessel in Lavender Bay than between Dawes’ Point and 
Miller’s Point ? At the latter place you have more room.
2046. But in either case you have to pass through the narrows ? Between Milson’s Point and Dawes’ 
Point is the narrowest part of the harbour, and a ship must naturally find it difficult to swing there.
2047. They go in bow first ? Yes. _
2048. Would they not swing in Lavender Bay itself? These boats would have steamers to assist them.
2049. Do not the Orient boats come straight into Sydney Cove? Yes, with two steamers attached to 
them, and then they nearly block up the place. If more boats came in it would make things worse.
2050. Would vessels swing in the fairway before going into Lavender Bay ? They would swing either
going in or coming out. *
2051. Do not they swing from the Quay itself ? They do not do so always. Sometimes they swing out
side and come in stern forward.
2052. But they often come straight in, and are tugged out, swinging in Sydney Cove itself ? I saw the 
“ Kaiser-i-IIind ” one day trying to come up, and she had to make a second attempt.
2053. You wish to show that there is some difficulty now in Sydney Cove, and that the difficulty would be 
greater in Lavender Bay ? Yes, while the traffic would increase.
2054. You say that there will be greater difficulty in dealing with large ships in Lavender Bay than there 
is in dealing with vessels in the little bay between Dawes’ Point and Miller’s Point ? Yes.
2055. You know that the Cfovernment have bought land at Darling Island;—would there be greater
difficulty in getting there than in getting to Lavender Bay ? No. _
2056. There would not be so much difficulty in swinging at Darling Island as there would be in swinging 
in Lavender Bay ? No, because there is not as much traffic there.
2057. You would rather take an Orient liner to Darling Island and bring it back again than take it in

* and out at Lavender Bay ? I do not say that I would rather do that; but still at Lavender Bay there is
more traffic, and there is the difficulty of the narrow waterway.
2058. The difficulty in the narrows is not in passing through, but in swinging there ? Yes, there it comes in.
2059. Will the difficulty of swinging at Darling Island be greater than it is at Sydney Cove ? No.
2060. It is an easier place? Yes.
2061. If you had to berth vessels you would rather berth them at Darling Island than at Sydney Cove ?
I think I should. 2062.
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2062. If you had large ships you would rather tahe them to Darling Island than to Lavender Bay ? Tes. .Captain
2063. Mr. Goj>eland.\ If I understand you aright your greatest objection to the Lavender Bay scheme is
that it would tend to concentrate more shipping in Lavender Bay, and thus increase the traffic at this ioJulvl89() 
point ? Tes. ■ y’ ‘
2064. Not only is Lavender Bay smaller than Sydney Cove, but it would also confuse the existing traffic 
to concentrate the shipping more in this narrow part ? Tes; that is my idea. Some people say that

• there will be no coal trade to this place, but I believe that there will be a great deal of traffic.*
2065. Would you anticipate any difficulty with the shipping if it were concentrated in Neutral Bay?
Neutral Bay is so much larger—there is plenty of room.
2066. Tou think that it would not interfere with the fairway ? It would not; and it would be more 
convenient for a vessel, if she were going to sea, to leave Sydney Cove and go to Neutral Bay than it would 
be for her to go to Lavender Bay. «
2067. Then you think that there will be no difficulty in providing ample accommodation for coal and other 
trade at Neutral Bay ? No ; it is a very fine harbour, and ships could get away at any time.
2068. Mr. Triclcett.'] There is a proposal to bring the line round to the eastern side of North Shore ? I 
have seen it.
2069. What do you think of it ? In my opinion it is the better scheme of the two.
2070. Why is it the better? It would give you a station in St. Leonards ; wdiereas, with the G-overnment 
scheme, there is no station at all in St. Leonards. It appears the people of St. Leonards are not considered.
2071. Would it serve as much or more population than the G-overnment scheme ? More.
2072. Would the present scheme be of any benefit to the people who use the existing tramway? None 
whatever.
2073. Not one of those people would use the railway ? Not one ; the station is too far away.
2074. Tou know the property adjoining Admiralty House, where they are proposing to build wool-stores ?
Tes.
2075. Do you think that that would be a desirable place at which to concentrate a large amount of ship
ping trade ? No, I do not.
2076. For what reason ? Because it is right in the narrow part of the harbour—it would block the fairway.
2077. If a large wool and coal shipping trade were done there would it inconvenience the general traffic
of the port ? It would, as I have before stated. _
2078. Because of the narrowness of the harbour at that place ? Tes. •
2079. When you were speaking about Lavender Bay a little while ago you said that it would provide less
shipping room than Sydney Cove ? Tes; the Cove is the finest shipping place in Sydney.
2080. Did you mean that Lavender Bay would have to be filled in considerably and made much less than
it is now? Tes. ■ •
2081. Do you remember when the American mail boats used to lie in Lavender Bay ? Tes.
2082. Was it found a suitable place for ships to lie in ? No, it was not a suitable place, and there was a 
good deal of complaint about the vessels lying there. They used to swing too far out into the fairway, 
and were in the way of the ferry-boats. The people petitioned to have the steamers removed from there.
2083. -Mr. Garrard."] Would not the same objection hold good in Sydney Cove if a vessel were allowed 
to swing at her anchors there ? Tes.
2084. Did I understand you to say that your objection to Lavender Bay as the terminus of the line was 
that it would not afford sufficient facilities for the shipment of cargo ? Tes.
2085. How do you propose to get the line down to Neutral Bay ? Well, I am not an engineer.
2086. But you said that you believed in that scheme ? I believe that they have a tunnel to get into
Lavender Bay, and they could tunnel under the reserve' and come into Neutral Bay. *
2087. Take a header down. The reserve is the highest part of St. Leonards ? The tunnel would be a
long one, of course. 1 ‘
2088. Do you think that Neutral Bay would be as convenient for passengers as Milson’s Point? No.
I said that Milson’s Point would be a more convenient point for passengers than Kirribilli Point, if they 
must go to the Circular Quay.
2089. But you think Kirribilli Point would be nearly as good a place for passengers as Milson’s Point ?
Tes, because you could run them across to Port Macquarie.
2090. We should interfere with a great deal more valuable property on your route along the western side 
of Neutral Bay to Kirribilli Point than we should on the route to Milson’s Point ? No ; I should say 
that some of the most valuable property on the North Shore is in Lavender Bay.
2091. Upon the east side of the bay ? Prom the head of the bay, where the tunnel is to come out to
Milson’s Point. '
2092. Is that more valuable than the properties at Kirribilli Point ? I do not know, but it is more
valuable than any other part. .
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G-eorge Pile, Esq., auctioneer, sworn, and examined:—
2093. Chairman."] Tou reside in Sydney ? At Parramatta.
2094. Tou carry on business in Sydney ? Tes. *
2095. Tou are pretty well acquainted with all the suburbs ? Tek ‘
2096. Tou have offered to give evidence before the Committee in reference to the proposal to' extend the 
railway to Lavender Bay;—what information can you give us ? Pirst I will give you the number of houses 
to the east of Milson’s Point.
2097. That is, to the east of the proposed line? Tes.
2098. Tou know where the line comes in at Lavender Bay, and where it runs through the Berry Estate ? 
I think so.

B. Pile, Esq. 

lOJulyflSgO.

2099. Tou know the Government proposal, and you have seen a sketch of Mr. Hamand’s proposal ? Tes.
The number of houses in the two boroughs in Neutral Bay-----
2100. East St. Leonards and St. Leonards? Tes. The number of houses there is 221—171 in East St.
Leonards, and about 50 in St. Leonards. In the Mossman’s Bay ward of the St. Leonards’ Borough there 
are 172 houses, and in the Warringa ward 181 houses, making a total of 574. 2101.

* Note {on revision) For this reason—Time is of great importance to large vessels. Should a large steamer require 
a thousand tons of coal, say, this evening, it would be brought here ready, if a suitable coaling-place were made. She would 
go alongside, have them in in a few hours, and be off, thereby saving the expense of loading at Newcastle and the time in 
going there, which would be more than would pay for the carriage of the coals to Sydney.

<•
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G. Pile, Esq. 2101. But there must be more than that number of houses to the east of the railway ? Those are the 
houses which would use a railway to Neutral Bay and Cremorne. Another thing which I should like the 

10 July, 1890. Committee to have on record is the space required in other places for terminal stations. As far as I 
can ascertain, the total station area at Bedfern is 35 acres, 20 of which are devoted to the goods traffic. At 
.Darling Harbour, as far as Union-street, there are about 19 acres; and the reserve for goods traffic at the 
Melbourne Spencer-street station is about 350 acres—that is to meet the increase of traffic in the future. 
So it will be necessary that ample provision should be made at North Shore for the large traffic which 
there will be there.
2102. Tou know Milson’s Point, to which it is proposed to bring the railway ? Tes. _
2103. Do you think there is sufficient room there for all the possible requirements of a railway at present? 
There would be if only the parishes of G-ordon and Willoughby were served, but I do not think it will be 
sufficient for the traffic which there will be when the country to the north is more settled, as it will be in 
time.
2104. Tou think that the construction of a railway to the proper point at the deep waters of Port Jackson
would develop a large passenger traffic on the North Shore ? Tes. _ ^
2105. But it would, of course, depend upon the conveniences given by it for getting to Sydney ? Tes. If 
you leave the terminus of the railway where it is I do not think that the traffic upon it will grow very fast.
2106. But you think that if a railway is brought to a convenient point on the harbour the traffic will 
increase ? Tes. There is no traffic which increases so much as suburban traffic does.
2107. Tou know the whole of that country ? Ido.
2108. Is it not very admirably situated for residential purposes ? The district on the Lane Cove ridge is
unquestionably the most beautiful of all the suburbs. _
2109. Do you think that the scheme before us would serve the greatest population, present and future ;—take 
the present population ? Do you mean taking the railway from Milson’s Point, and doing nothing further ?
2110. Tes ? I do not think that it will sufficiently serve the North Shore districts. _
2111. Do you think that the line ought to go more to the eastward than it does at the present time? I

' think that the proposed line may give you the easiest grades, and may be the cheapest, not having any
lengthy tunnels ; but if you wish to serve the North Shore districts you must carry a railway to the east, 
touching Neutral Bay, Shell Cove, and Mossman’s Bay. _
2112. If you touched Neutral Bay with the railway you could extend the line on to any of the bays 
to the eastward ? I think so ; and also to Manly and towards the Spit.
2113. What do you think of Mr. Hamand’s scheme ? Por the special object which you have in view I do 
not think that it is as good as the Government scheme.
2114. What object have we in view ? To get the quickest route to the existing ferry steamers.
2115. Should not the object of the construction of a railway be to serve the greatest number of people ? Tes.
2116. Do you not think that a good grade is a great advantage, especially on a suburban line, where you 
want to carry heavy loads ? Tes.
2117. Do you not think that it would be worth while to lengthen the line in order to get a good grade? 
Provided that you can go through the large residential areas of St. Leonards. I have not had much time 
to consider the proposal before me.
2118. Tou think that a line to serve the residents of North Shore should be more to the eastward? I do
not think that the line which the Government propose would be sufficient. Tou would require another 
line to Neutral Bay, and out in that direction. _
2119. Ifr. Tonkin!] Do I understand you to say that those people will only benefit by the extension of 
the line from the head of Lavender Bay through to Neutral Bay ? If the line is only taken to Milson’s 
Point, as shown on the plan, it will not serve a great part of the district; but you will need another branch 
from the head of Lavender Bay towards Neutral Bay.
2120. Do you not think that more population would be served by a railway going to the east, such as Mr. 
Hamand proposes ? Certainly, if you could construct it with an easier grade.
2121. The railway proposed by Mr. Hamand would have an easier grade than the Government railway ; 
but, leaving out of consideration the question of grades, do you think that it would go into a better-popu
lated district than the proposed line? Tes ; it would go through the centre of the present population.
2122. If that is so do you not think there would be more traffic upon it than upon the proposed line ? 
Tes ; the present population of St. Leonards is not on the Government line at all.
2123. It is to the eastward of it ? Tes. '
2124. Referring to the map, which line do you think would serve the greater population—Mr. Hamand’s 
or the Government line ? Unquestionably Mr. Hamand’s. It goes right through the centre of the 
population.
2125. "Which line would you recommend ? I should have to go into the question of cost.
2126. Supposing the cost to be nearly equal and the grades the same ? Unquestionably Mr. Hamand’s 
line serves the larger population, and it also goes close to the township of North Sydney.
2127. Would that line serve the future population as well ? It would give direct communication to a 
large quantity of land which the Government line would not serve at all.

*2128. And would also give facilities for a branch towards Manly and Cremorne ? I question whether it 
would serve Cremorne. It would not serve the slopes to the harbour, but it would serve the slopes towards 
Long Bay and Middle Harbour.
2129. Supposing that the deviation lengthened the distance by half a mile, while it reduced the grade to 
the almost nominal one of 1 in 75 from 1 in 50, do you think it would be preferable ? Singularly enough 
this is the very line about which I made calculations some years ago, starting from Willoughby Balls.
2130. Tou have no hesitation in saying that you prefer Mr. Hamand’s line to the proposed line if it can 
be constructed with a less grade than, and with a slight increase of distance over, the proposed line ? Tes.
2131. Do you think that if the railway were extended to Milson’s Point the goods traffic should be 
concentrated there, and along the east side of Lavender Bay ? If you have sufficient space.
2132. Do you consider that there is ? I have told you what is required in other places. Of course 
Lavender Bay is very central if you have sufficient room there, but I think that if the traffic grew to large 
proportions you would not have sufficient space at Lavender Bay for it.
2133. Do you think that there is any probability of a very large traffic coming there ? I think so, eventually.
2134. To meet local requirements? No. I think that when the railways penetrate into the agricultural
district of the north, and when New South Wales becomes, as it will become, a very large wheat-producing 
country, you will require great facilities for the shipment of wheat as well as for the shipment of other 
produce. 2135.

68 ' PABLIAMENTABY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC "WOEKS.—MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—



fiAILWAr TO CONNECT NOETH SHOEE KAII.WaY WITH POET JACKSON, AT MILSON’S POINT. -60

2135. Do you know tkat we have communication at the present time from Darling Harbour with the G. Pile, Esq.
north ? Yes. ,—
2136. Remembering that, you think that North Shore would he a large depot for produce ? I think so. 10 Julyi 1890. 
Not only is the distance to it from the north less, hut the existing wharfage accommodation round the
harbour is also being so rapidly used that it is getting scarce, and you will have a need for the water 
frontages at North Shore in the course of time. The Government alone are taking half a mile ot water 
frontage in Darling Harbour.
2137. Taking into consideration the water frontages which would be available if the railway was carried on 
towards Neutral Bay ? I suppose you could get 4 miles of water frontage on the shores of Neutral Bay,
Shell Cove, and Mossman’s Bay, or at least over 3 miles.
2138. Taking that into consideration, would you advise the carrying of the line beyond through to Neutral 
Bay ? If you had a large goods traffic I do not think that the accommodation which you get on the ’ 
shores of Lavender Bay would be nearly sufficient.
2139. If we were to have a very large goods traffic it would be necessary to carry the line through to 
Neutral Bay and use the water frontage there ? Yes ; my estimate of the amount which the Government 
would have to pay for resumption in Lavender Bay is about £50 a foot for water frontage.
2140. What do you think wmuld be the value of water frontages at Cremorne and Neutral Bay, per foot ?
The value of the water frontages at Cremorne is from £10 to £15 a foot.
2141. And Neutral Bay ? £20 to £25, and you will probably have to give compensation to the people
who have frontages to the cross-streets which the railway will stop.
2142. Mr. Garrard.~] What depth do you allow ? Well, about 150 or 200 feet. - .
2143. Mr. Dowell] Can you inform the Committee what would be the probable cost of resumption upon 
Mr. Hamand’s line P I assume that you will take the same width as the Government have done with 
other railways—1-| chain, and I do not think that from the junction to Willoughby Ralls the land wmuld 
cost more than £10 or £12 a foot, besides reckoning the cost of the houses and small corner pieces which 
you might take. I think you might reckon upon £25 a foot for the land on the rest of the journey.
2144. Right to the head of Lavender Bay ? Yes.
2145. Can you tell the Committee what would probably be the cost of resumption to Cremorne ? £20 a

' foot as far as Cremorne, and £12 a foot to the point.
2146. Would Mr. Hamand’s line pass through costly or much improved property ? No ; you do not take
any exceedingly valuable properties till you get t6tM‘Laren-street; to Alfred-street the property is not 
quite so valuable—there is a cliff there ; and there is nothing specially valuable • south of Alfred-street 
until you get on to a level with William-street. Rrom William-street there is some valuable property. .
2147. After careful consideration you are of opinion that the resumptions would exceed in cost the 
amounts which you have named ? Yes.
2148. Do you know the distance from the head of Lavender Bay to Milson’s Point ? Rrom 2,500 to 
2,600 feet.
2149. Are you of opinion that that would be a sufficient length for the present traffic, both goods and 
passenger ? If you confine yourself to the local traffic of the parishes of Willoughby and Gordon, taking 
a fair depth towards the hill, say from 150 to 200 feet, it would be sufficient, but I do not think-it will 
be enough if you have the traffic which I anticipate you •will have.

' 2150. Is Milson’s Point a convenient place for connecting the passenger traffic with Sydney ? Yes, very 
convenient.
2151. The distance from there would be shortest ? Yes.
2152. You are aware that Mr. Hamand’s route increases the cost and lengthens the line very considerbly ?
I am aware that it increases the cost, but I have no knowledge as to what extent it increases the cost.
2153. Taking into consideration the increased length of Mr. Hamand’s route—nearly a mile and three- 
quarters—do you not think that we could gain access to Port Jackson more quickly by the Government 
route ? Of course the Government route is shorter, but it does not go through as much settlement as 
the other route does, and only on one side of it would the land be settled upon to any extent, besides 
there is the question of grades for the Committee to consider.
2154. All that would be'gained by Mr. Hamand’s line would be a local traffic—a suburban traffic P Yes, 
but if there were a goods traffic from Sydney and the North Shore into the country districts you must 
bear in mind that a heavier load could be taken up an easy gradient than up a stiff gradient.
2155. Would it not be a disadvantage to have to travel a mile and three-quarters more in carrying goods ?
But in going up a hill you can take a much larger load with an easy grade than with a stiff grade.
2156. You are of opinion that for present requirements Lavender Bay would provide sufficient accom
modation for both goods and passengers ? If you only look to the local trade which would be developed 
in the parishes of Willoughby and Gordon. ‘
2157. You have a considerable knowledge of the northern districts, and know what they produce ? Yes.
2158. Would any of those products be likely to pass Newcastle and come on to Sydney? I think so.
Ships will take in cargo where they discharge. Vessels coming from England or Europe to Sydney would 
like to take in cargo at the place where they have discharged inward cargo.
2159. What produce do you think would be carried by this railway ? I think it probable that New South 
Wales will be one of the largest wheat-producing countries in the world in the course of a few years.
2160. You are aware that at the present time large quantities of wheat pass Newcastle, and come on to
Sydney for sale ? Yes. .
2161. Do you anticipate that there will be any large business in frozen meat ? Yes, I think so, but I 
have no means of knowing.
2162. But from what you know of what is being done at the present time ? Yes.
2163. Do you anticipate that large quantities of hay, chaff, maize, and such produce will come to Sydney
from the northern districts ? I have not the slightest doubt that large quantities of farming produce 
will come, and I think that with our climate and soil, which are so eminently adapted for the growth of 
wheat, New South Wales will become, in the course of time, one of the largest wheat-producing countries 
in the world.
2164. Do you think that a large quantity of wool will pass Newcastle and come to Sydney ? I think so.

'2165. It does so at present ? I believe so, but I have no special knowledge of the trade.
2166. Mr. Triclcett.] Suppose this produce did come to Sydney, do you think that the producers would 
prefer to send it to Lavender Bay if they could take it to Darling Harbour for the same rate ? I think 
that there will be more facilities for shipment at North Shore—more wharves will be available. Of course, 
in time wharfage space on the south side of the harbour will be very valuable. 2167.
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Q-. Pile, Esq. 2167. Ton have said that Lavender Bay is only suitable for the traffic from the parishes of Willoughby 
and Glordon ? I do not think that Lavender Bay alone would give sufficient accommodation for the 

10 July, 1800. ^ole traffic. I think you will have such a large trade from the northern districts that it will be found 
more convenient to ship it from the North Shore. _ ;
2168. Captain Jackson, the chief wharfinger hero, has stated in evidence that if the trade of Sydney
increased 50 per cent, at once there would still he sufficient wharfage accommodation for it at the Circular 
Quay, Woolloomooloo Bay, and Darling Harbour. That being so, do you think that people would prefer 
going to Lavender Bay ? I very much question that it is so ; hut while wharf space is available on the 
south side of the harbour, it would he preferable to ship there than from the north side. _ _
2169. They would not like to take the produce to North Shore and then punt it over to Sydney to put it into
the ships here ? No ; hut Circular Quay is becoming a dock for large ocean steamers. I do not think 
that you will ever see anything but steamers there in future. • _ _
2170. But are there not wharves round Miller’s Point and Darling Harbour ? That wharfage is being
rapidly used up. The New Zealand boats now go to Woolloomooloo Bay, and the Union steamers go 
above the bridge. . .
2171. You estimate the value of the wharfage frontage at Cremorne at £12 a foot;—is it not a fact that 
the Government have a right to a depth of 100 feet there ? As you know, ! am interested in property at 
Cremorne, and our solicitor disputes that right. I believe there is a lawsuit going on about it now.
2172. At any rate, the Government claim it ? One of the Government officers has threatened to do 
certain things ; but he has not done them yet.
2173. How much land have you sold there at £12 a foot? A large quantity.
2174. How many feet ? 700 or 800 feet. ^
2175. Did not a good deal of it sell for less;—I think that I saw some of it sold for £8 a foot ? bio ;
none of the water frontage sold for less. _
2176. What class of population do you think would spring up on the North Shore heights ?. Very much the 
same class as are now living in the other suburbs, excepting that there would he no Darling Point people.
2177. Would there be a large working population ? The working population are settling fast at North Shore.
2178. Par out ? As far out as North Sydney, 3 or 4 miles inland.
2179. You think that that class of population will go out ? All classes of population are settling there now.
2180. Do you think that a working man could go 6 or 7 miles out along this railway and come into Sydney
for work ? They do so in Melbourne. _
2181. Where they have land and water journeys to get to their work ? The water journey would only 
cost Id. each way.
2182. It is the matter of time that I am speaking of ? Those who were employed in the northern parts
of the city could afford to live at North Shore. _ _ _
2183. You think that a working population would grow up there, as well as a population inhabiting houses 
of good value ? Yes.
2184. Chairman.'] I judge from your replies about the wharf accommodation that you think it is not equal 
to the demand for it ? The present accommodation is getting used up fast.
2185. Do you not think that Mr. James Powell is a pretty good authority on the question of wharfage 
accommodation ? Yes.
2186. Tell me if you agree with this :—“ Do you think that at the present rate of increase of the popula
tion the present accommodation will be sufficient for the shipping trade which we may expect, say, ten 
years hence ? ” “I think it would be very hard to forecast ten years.” “ Take the average increase in 
the population ? ” “ Judged by the past, I think that the present accommodation will be amply sufficient
for the next ten years. I am speaking of the accommodation of the port as it is, and not of the Circular 
Quay alone.”
2187. Do you not think that Mr. Powell has given the matter more consideration than your business 
would allow you to give it ? I think that Mr. Powell has considered only part of the question. He does 
not there allude to the large amount of wharfage accommodation necessary for the economical manage
ment of certain businesses and factories, such as timber yards and smelting works. Several of those 
businesses have been removed from Pyrmont, and land is now being reclaimed in Blackwattle Bay to be 
used for wharfage purposes.

Charles Cyrus Bullock, Esq., surveyor, sworn, and examined :—
C. 0. Bullock, 2188. Chairman^] What are you—a surveyor ? Yes. I should like to point out that I received my pro- 

Esq. fessional training in one of the largest and oldest firms in the west of England, and that that firm carried out 
engineering works of every description. After I had completed my articles there I was engaged under 

10 July, 1890. the supervision of one of the engineers of the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway Company, and, under 
his supervision, was afterwards engaged on various other railways, so I profess to have some little knowledge 
in the laying out of railway lines.
2189. Have you ever laid them out ? Yes, I have laid out short railways, sidings, and so forth.
2190. What railways have you laid out ? The railway from Macclesfield to Romily, the Burscough 
Junction, and others, though not on my own responsibility, but under the supervision of superior officers. 
I then came out here, and passed as a licensed surveyor in 1877, and, because of my engineering training, 
was sent to Orange to carry out a scheme for supplying water for that town, under the supervision of Mr. 
Clarke. Subsequently I was employed at North Shore ; and in 1882, when I was a first-class staff 
surveyor, I resigned my position in the Government service to practise ’my profession privately.
2191. You have already given evidence m reference to this railway, and I understand that you desire to 
give some further evidence ? I merely wish to say that the route proposed by the Government, with the 
modification suggested by Mr. Deane—that is the flattening of the grade from 1 in 40 to 1 in 50—is the 
best scheme that has yet been proposed or can be proposed. I assume that it is necessary to take the line 
down to the water, and I think that the Government route is the cheapest, shortest, and most direct.
2192. Have you seen Mr. Hamand’s scheme? I have not seen it, but my partner has been here during 
the investigation, and I have it sketched on the plan which I will now show you {plan produced). I may 
tell the Committee that I speak from figures arrived at by the actual survey of the ground. The Govern
ment line from its point of commencement follows the Parramatta River watershed, which, as you see, 
has a long fall.
2193. You are speaking now of the line sent to us, not of Mr. Deane’s deviation? I am speaking of the 
line sent to you, but the deviation does not make much difference; it is very slight. The line follows
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the watershed of the Parramatta River, and from the highest point of the plateau at North Shore the slope to C. C. Bullock, 
the water is much longer than it is on this side. The plateau extends to within a few chains of Long Bay, Eeq. 
and if you wish to take a railway down to the water by the Middle Harbour watershed you must follow 
it as Mr. Hamand has done. Mr. Hamand’s line has the merit of being carried out by an engineer who JolyjlSDO.
understands his business, whereas the principal Cremorne route has been designed in the face of the natural 
features ot the country. The Government line, on the other hand, falls all the way. To Bay-road it would ,
fall with a grade of 1 in 44, or, with the modification suggested by Mr. Deane, with a grade of linCO. It 
would fall all the way to Lavender Bay, while Mr. Hamand is compelled, through following the wrong 
watershed, to fall only about 80 feet in nearly 2 miles. Of course he gets a grade into 1 in 70, but then his •
line is lengthened by a mile. Mr. Hamand says that that mile will collect more traffic, but I say that it will 
not, and when Mr. Hamand designed it he was compelled to go in that direction, because of the natural 
features of the country, which forced him round by Willoughby Palls. The physical features of the country 
govern the position, and you cannot take a line anywhere you like.
2194. Mr. Tonlcin^] But do not the physical features force the Government line to the west just as much as 
they force Mr. Hamand’s line to the east ? Yes, but the Government line is forced in the best direction.
2195. Chairman.'] Why ? Because it will follow the shortest and cheapest route, and will provide as well 
for the local passenger traffic and the distribution of goods as Mr. Hamand’s scheme or any other scheme.
The plateau ranges from 325 to 270 feet in height, and Mr. Hamand’s scheme is so low that he could 
not get access to it from the land, except by the station at Willoughby Palls, from Polly Point-road to 
Miller-street. Mr. Hamand has no get-out. The land is so much higher than the railway that he can
not arrange for the get-out. The only get-out which he has is the station at Willoughby Palls Creek.
2196. But he proposes a station near the hospital ? The hospital is at the end of the line. Mr.
Hamand starts at 240 feet in height, and he apparently rises, instead of falling. {Explaining on map.)

BAI1WAY TO CONNECT NOETH SHORE RAILWAY WITH PORT JACKSON, AT MILSON’S POINT. 71

Dugald Thomson, Esq., merchant, sworn, and examined:—
2197. Chairman.] Will you tell the Committee what you have to say on this matter? I give evidence D. Thomson,
because I was appointed by a committee at a meeting held in East St. Leonards, at which I was not Esq.
present, to. look after the interests of the district in connection with railway extension. I had, at first, a —\
personal bias against the Milson’s Point scheme, because I reside near Kirribilli Point, and know that if 10 July, 1890.
a railway comes near there it will take away from the picturesqueness of the locality, and render it less
suited for residential purposes; but when I came to look closely into the matter I saw that these con- .
siderations would have to give way in the interests of the district and of the railway. In addition to
the evidence which I gave before, and which I came here prepared to support in all its details by
authorities for figures, arguments, and so forth, but which I shall not now allude to, I would say I do not
think it has been given in evidence that, in spite of what looks like a large sum for this extension, the line
from Hornsby to Milson’s Point will be the cheapest suburban line yet constructed. The line from
Granville to Sydney cost £80,000 a mile ; that from Hurstville to Sydney, £40,000 a mile ; while the line
from Hornsby to Milson’s Point wmuld cost only about £32,000 a mile, including the valuable and extensive
water frontage, which is an asset that neither of the other lines have. I should also like to say that
although Melbourne has twelve suburban railway arms, while Sydney has only three, the Victorian Minister
for Railways is proposing a further suburban extension, which will cost £1,683,000, which means a cost of '
£54,000 a mile, against which our North Shore line would cost only £32,000 per mile. The question has
been raised whether a bridge to North Shore would do awray with the necessity for the extension of the
line, but I think that bridge or no bridge the line would have to be extended to the w-aters of the harbour,
because, should there be no bridge connection between the North and South Shore Raihvay systems,|the
extension of the North Shore Railway is necessary to reach the main traffic centre and the waters of the
port; whilst, if there is a bridge connection, the proposed extension is the only route by which the
approach to the bridge can be reached, and with a bridge the connection of the railway with the water
will still be necessary on the North Shore (as it has been found necessary on the South) to develop and
provide for the shipping and commercial interests of what will be a large city, which commercial and
shipping interests are even now being established, and to provide for, and take advantage of, the very
considerable and growing traffic which will continue to centre at Milson’s Point even if there be a bridge.
It is not to be thought that this line would merely draw passengers from the other suburban lines, though, 
of course, it would do that to some extent, but it would increase the railway revenue by attracting people 
on to a railway line who do not now live on one, and would provide for some of the 3,000 new households 
by which Sydney is yearly growing. It must also be remembered that as North Shore becomes a large 
city this will act as a suburban line to it. Now, as to the prospect of a goods traffic; as to the route, 
if the extension of the line be approved; and as to the position of the terminus, should the Milson’s 
Point scheme be adopted, I will shortly state my views. 1 may say that since I last gave evidence here 
the prospects of a goods traffic are much stronger than they were previously—that is to say, the 
immediate prospects, because it was pointed out before that there would be a very large goods traffic. It 
has been shown by some of the witnesses that there would be a timber trade, especially of firewood, and 
also a brick trade, and that the traffic would be increased through the establishment of the Pastoralists’
Company, which example is likely to be followed by other industries, because with stores for salt, cement, 
and other heavy goods, a saving of 3s. to 5s. in a ton could be effected upon the carriage of those 
commodities if they were in touch with the two great highways, the water and the railway, as they would 
be at North Shore if the extension w'ere made. Supposing a flour mill turned out 400 tons a week, and 
there was a saving of 5s. a ton, the total saving in a year would be about £5,000, or proportionately less 
if the saving on a ton were 2s. or 2s. 6d. Although the Commissioners will try not to divide the goods’ 
traffic but to take all to Darling Harbour, they cannot altogether prevent the traffic from going to this 
terminus, because of the establishment of these businesses, and because the growth of population at North 
Shore, and the consequent local requirements will necessitate traffic coming down to Milson’s Point. As 
to the question of route, I think I went into that pretty fully before. The only new routes are Mr.
Hamand’s and Mr. Vernon’s. Next to the Government route, Mr. Hamand’s is the best which has been 
suggested, but there are several objections to it which, since, I dare say, they have been dealt with, I 
need not go into. But there was one remark made by Mr. Vernon in favour of his scheme to which I 
should like to refer. He stated that the population was all left to the east of the Government proposal, 
hut I think that as the railway has been confined, partly by natural causes, to the Lane Cove ridge, it 
cannot be proposed as a good thing to take it from the present terminus winding about the Shore, when
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D.Thomson, there is a pretty direct route to the centre of traffic at Milson’s Point. To do that it would be injuring 
Esq. the people along the line in order to confer a supposed benefit upon some of the residents between the 

end of the present terminus and the water, but, if the line wound to the eastward, this benefit would be
10. July, 1890. conferred very largely upon the leasehold property of the Cooper Estate, while the freehold property 

along the Grovernment route would be injured. The population is now settled mostly to the east, 
because that part of the district is within reach of communication with the heads of the bays, and when 
communication is given to parts to the west and further out they will rapidly be settled upon. The Berry 
Estate possesses some of the finest land upon the shore for residential purposes, and if it is thrown open 
there will be almost a city population there in the course of a few years, and in that way the balance of 
the population will soon alter from east to west. ISText, as to the question of where to put the terminus— 
whether the line is to end at Milson’s Point, the head of Lavender Bay, or half-way along the bay. ’With 
regard to all but the first site, there is the difficulty of levels, which, no doubt, has been alluded to, and 
the fact that approaches would have to be made for carts and other vehicles. I notice that Mr. Eddy, 
in his evidence before the City Bailway Commission, stated that at Liverpool £750,000 had been expended 
in trying to bring Tithebarne-street station down to the level of the street. I know that station myself, 
and it was not more out of level than stations half-way up Lavender Bay would be. The natural approach 
to these places is from Milson’s Point, and the road to them would probably have to be carried from Milson’s 
Point. Besides that, the improved value which the G-overnment line would give to the Government land 
at Milson’s Point has to be considered. I think that it is a mistake that the Government are not allowed 
to resume more land than they actually want for a railway, and even if they did not want it, I think it 
would be better to resume this part of the foreshore, because of the increased value which contact with 
a railway would give to it, and if they sold it again they would reap the value of the improvement. I 
also think that a very strong argument in favour of the construction of the line to Milson’s Point is the 
fact that a railway should go to where the traffic converges. The private lines try to do that, as is 
illustrated by the action of the Glasgow Bailway Company, who crossed the Clyde at an expense of 
£4,000,000 in order to get to the traffic centre, as was mentioned by Mr. Eddy. At Milson’s Point the 
tram line and the horse and passenger ferries converge, and it is just the place that a railway company, 

‘ ' which lives on traffic, would seek to reach, especially for passenger traffic. It may be said that while
private companies might have to go to such a place because of competition, there would be no need for 

. the Government to do so, although the expense would be comparatively small. But I think that it is
still more the interest of the Government to carry the railway to such a place, for while a private railway, 
through competition, might at any moment lose some of the traffic sought by the construction of another 
line, that would never occur in the case of a Government railway which would gain for all time the full 
advantage. Then, as to going on to other portions of the harbour, if there was not sufficient accom
modation in Lavender Bay for the goods traffic that goods traffic would certainly be payable, and it 
would be justifiable and easy, since the line was down to the water’s level, to take it further on at any 
time to the other bays, as the work would be mostly tunnelling. As to going further along the fore
shores, I think the Government should go to the best position for its own advantage and convenience ; 
and if industries beyond that point desired railway connection, I do not see why they should not allow 
running rights over their ground, and secure the intervening properties, if necessary, which would prevent 
the granting of those running rights. It would be to their advantage to do this, and the Government 
would not hesitate to run their line to wherever these places were established. I have fuller notes, but, 
in deference to the wish of the Committee, I shall cut them short, and not attempt to elaborate my 
remarks, but I can do so, if desired.
2198. Do you know the area of the Spencer-street station ground in Melbourne ? I do not.
2199. We were told just now by Mr. Pile that the Government there were reserving 350 acres ? There is 
an immense swamp there, where they could practically reserve any area they liked.
2200. Mr. Dowel.] You stated just now that you had some objections to Mr. Hamand’s scheme—have you 
made yourself acquainted with his proposal ? Yes, so far as it is possible to do. His line strikes off 
about a mile—I am speaking roughly as to the measurements—on the Hornsby side of the present ter
minus. It passes by the end of Miller-street, near the termination of the private tramway which it is 
proposed to construct, and then goes over near Willoughby Ealls, and down to Neutral Bay by a tunnel, 
then under Willoughby-street to Milson’s Point.
2201. What are your objections to that route? Pirst of all, its greater length, which I heard stated was 
an advantage, because it would bring more mileage revenue to the Government. This might be the case 
with a private company, though not if they had competition; but the Government acts for the people, 
and it would be absurd to make those further out on the line pay more by lengthening the route, so that 
the line should earn a little larger total. It would also come into competition with the tramway more 
than the present line would do, and would not serve more people, because the St. Leonards’ people would 
have to go too great a distance to get to it. The places from which he proposes to get traffic are either 
now well served or are very little inhabited, and although they would become inhabited if the railway 
were made, such a railway would lose the population on the proposed route from the head of Berry’s Bay 
to the present terminus, which I consider would be much greater than that on Mr. Hamand’s route. I 
also understand that the cost of Mr. Hamand’s line will be about £100,000 more than the proposed line, 
while its only advantage is the better grade which it will have, and that, of course, on the extension only. 
But I suppose you could get a better grade with a greater length upon almost any line, unless natural 
difficulties prevented you. I think, however, that Mr. Hamand’s line is the best that has been proposed 
after the Government route.
2202. Do you think that the residents on Mr. Hamand’s route would be better served by a railway or by 
a tramway ? Some of them would be better served by a.railway, and some by a tramway. All the nearer 
localities would be better served by a tramway, while the people residing in the very sparsely-populated neigh
bourhood, at the end of Miller-street and on to the present terminus, would be better served by a railway. 
"2203. Have you a tolerably good knowledge of the port of Newcastle ? Not a good knowledge. I have 
ibeen there twice.
:2204. You have some knowledge of the resources of the northern district. You know its produce of wool, 
wheat, and stock ? Not of my own knowledge—that is, not the exact quantities.
:2205. Erom your knowledge of the way in which business is transacted in Sydney and Newcastle, are you 
•of opinion that any proportion of the produce of the northern districts would pass Newcastle and come 
■on to Sydney, or would it stop at Newcastle, and be shipped from there ? I think that all the less valuable 
produce would be shipped from Newcastle. I saw that some one was said to have made a statement that 
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the whole of the northern traffic would come to Sydney if the line were construe! ed. Ido not think D. Thomson,
that anyone would make such a foolish statement, hut I think much traffic that would otherwise go by ®ST-
rail to Darling Harbour from the north would come to Milson’s.Point, on account of the shorter distance,
if the Commissioners allowed it, and there would he some other traffic in addition to that which does not •” '
now- go to Darling Harbour because of the extra mileage. But I do not think that the line would interfere
with the Newcastle trade to any serious extent.
220G. Do you not know that a large portion of the wool, maize, wheat, and hay from the northern districts 
finds its way direct to Sydney by the present railway passing Newcastle ? Tes ; and that part of it which 
comes to Sydney now would certainly continue to come, though not all to Darling Harbour.

WEDNESDAY, 16 JULY, 1S90. 
fhYSimt:—

JOSEPH PALMER ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaieman).
The Hon. J oh x Lackey.
The Hon. Andeew Gabkan.
The Hon. Eeeberick Thomas Humpheby. 
The Hon. William Joseph Teickett.
The Hon. Geoege Henry Cox.

Charles Alehed Lee, Esq.

Jacob Garrard, Esq.
Henry Copeland, Esq.
James Ebexezer Tonkin, Esq. 
William Speingthorpe Dowel, Esq. 
Edward William O'Sullivan, Esq.

The Committee further considered tho proposed Railway to connect the North Shore Railway with Port
Jackson, at Milson’s Point. .

David Kirkcaldie, Esq., Chief Traffic Manager, Raihvay Department, sworn, and examined:— _
2207. Dr. G-arran.] Supposing the line were continued to Milson’s Point, would that in any way affect D- Kirkealdie,
the working of the goods traffic from the far north ? I think not. _
2208. When you have completed the arrangements at Darling Harbour which you are now carrying out, July, 1890.
will you have room there for all the waterside goods traffic ? Tes. _ ’ '
2209. If you can accommodate it all there you will rather not have another wharf on the north side ?
Decidedlyu ' . _
2210. We understand that you deliver wool into the stores of the wool merchants ? That is so. _
2211. Shall you continue to deliver it by dray when’you have got your Darling Harbour premises 
complete ? So long as there is no railway round the wharves we shall deliver it.
2212. But where a wool-store is alongside the ■water, will \'ou deliver the wool by dray or by punt ? By
dray, if the railway would not go alongside the stores. _ •
2213. Suppose the Pastoralists’ Company complete the structure which they arc erecting at North Shore, 
and you have wool to bring to them, will your contract of delivering wool into the stores apply to them ? No.
2214. Tou have not yet committed yourselves to delivering it there ? Nowhere, except at Darling Harbour.
2215. Tou do deliver it to the stores in town—to Messrs. Geddes’ store on this side? Tes.
2216. Would you consider yourselves bound to deliver it at North Shore ? No.
2217. Why not? Because'we only undertake to deliver wool within the city of Sydney. The question
has never arisen about delivering wool at North Shore. _
2218. It might arise, and you would then have to decide whether you would or w-ould not deliver it ? Tes.
2219. Suppose you were .to decide to put their North Shore store on as good a footing as their Sydney
store, would it pay you better to deliver the wool by steam puut from Pyrmont than to take it by dray or 
by punt from Miison’s Point ? It would depend on the quantity. If there were any large quantity I 
should think it would be cheaper to deliver it by punt. _
2220. It would not pay you to make an extension of the railway to these stores in order that you might 
deliver the produce ? No. '
2221. Tou are sure ? Tes, unless there was a very large quantity.
2222. Mr. Geddes appeared to be under the impression that it would pay the Government to extend the 
line to their stores rather than to cart the wool there from Milson’s Point; is he right ? I do not think so.
2223. Tou do not contemplate having to do this ? No.
2224. Supposing the line came down to Milson’s Point, it would not, so far as other goods traffic is
concerned, make the slightest difference in your present arrangements ? No. '
2225. Tou would not split the traffic ? No; hut if large wool-stores were erected at North Shore, and the 
wool consigned to Milson’s Point, we should have to bring it there.
2226. If they told you that they had 250 bales coming down, and that they wanted them to be delivered 
to North Shore, would it pay you better to split the goods trains at Hornsby than to bring the wool on 
to Darling Harbour, and to punt it across ? It w'ould pay us better to bring the wool to Darling Harbour.
2227.. And punt it across. I am supposing that you had to deliver it into their stores ? Then we should 
bring it from Hornsby to Milson’s Point. •
2228. If you agreed to give their North Shore premises the same advantages as you give the wool-stores 
on the south side, it would pay you better to split the traffic at Hornsby than to bring the wool to 
Pyrmont, and then send it across to North Shore ? Tes.
2229. But even if you took it to North Shore you would have to cart it from Milson’s Point ? Tes.
2230. "Would it pay you better to cart the wool from Milson’s Point than to take it by punt? Tes, it 
would, if the railway were taken there. The distance would only ho 300 or 400 yards.
2231. It would not pay you better to extend the line from Milson’s Point to the stores than to"cart the 
wool on drays ? Not unless there was a very large traffic.
2232. Then you do not contemplate being forced to extend tho line ? No.
2233. But you do contemplate the possibility of splitting the trains ? Tes.
2234. I understood Mr. M‘Lachlan to say that it did not pay to split tho trains ? No ; we would
rather have all the traffic at Darling Harbour. But if the wool were consigned to Milson’s Point we 
should have to bring it there. .
2235. Then the people on the North Shore would put you to more expense than those on the south side 
do—you would make less profit from'their wool than from that which you bring to Darling Harbour ?
. 271—K. I
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D. Kirkcaldie, I do not know. ~We have arbitrary rates for wool from Ibe northern district, and we should charge the 
same to Milson’s Point as to Darling Harbour.

'----- 2 .'3U. If you had to split the traffic at Hornsby, would you have to keep a larger staff of men there ? Tes,
16 July, 1890. but nofc many more.

2237. One or two men extra P Tes.
2238. Wid you always he able to load up the wool intended for North Shore into special trucks ? 'We 
can always do that. We can always get good loads for wool-trucks.
2239. It would not involve you in any extra expense ? No.
2240. Tou would keep tho wool for North Shore in separate trucks ? Tes._
2241. So that you would only have the shunting to do at Hornsby P That is all.
2212. There would be a little delay, and the employment of one or two more men ; but you would rather
go to that expense than punt the wool across from Darling Harbour? Tes. _
2213. So far as the passenger traffic is concerned, would you split the trains coming from the north? 
No ; we should have a junction tin re.
2214. Would you compel the passengers to change carriages there? Tes, hut there would be very few.
2215. Tou would treat the line as a branch line ? Tes.
2246. But if it is shorter, and would bring them to Sydney more quickly, would not people prefer to take 
it ? Tes ; but it is better for people coming to Sydney to go round by Strathfield, because then they are 
brought straight into the city, and can get a cab to take them to their hotel, or anywhere else, in a very 
few minutes. On tho North Shore, however, they would have to take the steam ferry as well. _
2217. Taking the saving in distance into account, and at the same time the waste of time, you think a 
traveller would get into Sydney more quickly by the North Shore line than by the other ? No. Every 
passenger from the north will come to Sydney via Strathfield, unless he intends to go to North Shore. 
2248. It will only be tho local passengers, who will change carriages, and for them you will have a branch 
service ? Tes.
2219. Tou do not look upon this line as a very great help to your business for either the through goods 
or the passenger traffic ? I do not, though I think that it will develop a local traffic to some extent, 
particularly a passenger traffic.
2250. Between Hornsby and Milson’s Point? Tes. There may be a little development of through 
traffic, hut not a great deal.
2251. Tou do not look upon the line as likely to facilitate the development of traffic in northern produce ?
No, except to such stores as Geddes & Co. or anyone else may put up there. _ _
2252. At the present time you have not considered whether you will or will not extend the line to their 
North Shore premises ? No.
2253. Has there been any request made to you to do so ? I am not aware of any. .
2251. No promise has been given by the Commissioners to encourage the erection of the building ? No, 
not that I know of. It is the first time that I have heard it mentioned.
2255. If you have to have a branch train waiting on the northern train you cannot run it at a fixed hour ? 
Tes, we could.
2256. The northern trains are very uncertain? Tes ; but that is principally due to the state of the road
way. As soon as we get the roadway in good order we ought to be able to make the trains keep fair time.
2257. Ton do not anticipate any difiiculty? Not in that direction.
2258. If you have a branch service for the use of the northern line you will always keep the branch trains 
waiting ? Tes.
2259. So that the local passengers will have to subordinate their convenience to that of the northern
passengers ? Tes ; but that would only be in the case of one or two trains a day. If the northern train 
was very late we should run an extra branch train. _
2260. Tou would wait for half-an-hour, not more ? Tes, about that. I do not anticipate any difficulty 
in the matter.
2261. Tou are expecting to take large ships to your wharves at Darling Harbour presently ? I do not 
know that we shall be able to do much at Darling Harbour.
2262. Tou think that you will have small craft there principally, to take goods to the big ships ? Tes; 
wool is generally sent down to the stores direct, or to the ships at Circular Quay.
2213. But other produce besides wool comes down? Tes; but the rates for other produce are so low 
that they could not possibly afford to bring it across in punts.
2264. Do you anticipate anything like a coal traffic springing up on this line ? I do not, except for local
purposes.
2265. Tou do not think that it will pay to send coal from Newcastle here? No. I may say that some 
coal has come from Newcastle for local consumption.
2266. By the railway ? Tes.
2267. To manufactories at North Shore? Tes, to some of the brickworks.
226S. But simply for local consumption ? Tes.
2269. "What do you charge for that? Some has come from Wallsend, for which we charge 7s. a ton.
2270. What is the distance ? Eighty-four miles.
2271. That is not quite so far as from Newcastle ? Scarcely so far as from Newcastle.
2272. A penny a mile is the fixed rate ? Tes.
2273. Do you have to find the trucks for that? Tes.
2271. Then you have begun to find trucks to a small extent for the northern coal trade ? We always have 
done so, to some extent. It is principally to carry coal for shipment that the coal companies provide their 
own trucks.
2275. Have you brought coal down for the use of local coal merchants at the North Shore ? I could not 
tell you. I only know that coal has been brought down there. We have brought it from Wallsend, 
Eskbank, Corrimal, and Bellambi.
2276. How do you get it round ? Via Strathfield.
2277. Do you charge for the extra distance ? Tes. _
2278. But you have not shipped any coal in Sydney from any of these mines as yet? No.
2279. Do you think that the cranes at Darling Harbour are available for that purpose ? They are 
available, but nobody will use them.
2280. What makes them useless ? Their construction is awkward—the trucks cannot get under them.
They will never be used for coal-shipping purposes. 2281.
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2281. Do you think that they are a waste of money ? Tes, for those purposes. D. Kirkcaldie,
2?82. They would have to be removed ? Tes. E81-
2283. Have you made any arrangements for shipping coal? Arrangements are being made at Darling Island. ' A
228-1. Tou look upon that as your coal shipping-place? Tes. 16 July, 1390.
2285. If coal comes to Sydney from the lllawarraorthe Western line, that is where you will ship it ? Tes.
2280. And you think that will be sufficient for all your purposes at present ? I think so.
2287. If a northern coal trade should by any chance spring up, would it pay you better to take the coal
round by Strathfield, and ship it at Darling Island, than to have a new 'wharf on the north side ? \\ c
would rather bring the coal to Darling Island. ' •
2288. Will you have room enough at Darling Island for all the shunting lines that you will want ? Tes ; 
we will be able to carry ou a large traffic there.

^r°1u lia'e been 1o Newcastle, and you know the large space which is taken up there by the 
different lines ? I do not anticipate that we shall do anything like the same amount of trade at Sydney.
2290. Tou will not be cramped for room at Darling Island? I do not think so. They have a very large
trade at Newcastle. jo

2291. Even if a large trade springs up ? I do not think that the trade will ever be so large that we 
.cannot accommodate it at Darling Island.
2292. Do you think that if that is made a coal shipping-place, it will cause fine coal-dust to be .
blown over Sydney ? I do not think so, to any appreciable extent.
2293. If the trade should outgrow your space at Darling Island, would you try to find more room on the 
south side, or would you erect a second wharf on the north side? We should concentrate it at one place 
as much as possible.
2294. Concentration means economy ? Tes.
2295. Tou would rather not have the trade scattered if you could help it ? Decidedly.
2296. The whole of your management will be directed towards preventing the splitting of your terminal 
traffic—you wish to concentrate ? Tes.
^^b7. Jfr. Copeland.^ Do you anticipate any increase in the coal traffic in supplying the brick-making 
establishments at North Shore ? I daresay there will be an increase, but not a very great one.
2298. Has not the brick-making business developed very considerably over there during the last three or 
four years ? Oh, yes, and it will develop. .

Do younot think that as Sydney increases in size and population that business will develop con
siderably ? Undoubtedly. r
2300. I understood you to say that you have brought coal to North Shore from Wallsend at 7s. a ton.
Supposing coal-mines were opened at Wyong, from which the distance is only 62 miles, I suppose you 
would bring coal for 5s. 2d. a ton ? 5s. 3d. ’ j
^ j P60!^6 Shore not be more likely to get coal from Wyong than from Eskbank,
and thus develop the coal trade on the railways ? Tes ; but they would not develop the trade to a very 
large extent. They would pay a little less for their coal, but I do not know that the volume of traffic 
would be increased very much.
2302. Would not they be able to make cheaper bricks ? Tes; they could make their bricks more cheaply, 
and could therefore dispose of them more readily.
2303. As population on the North Shore increased there would be an increased demand for coal for domestic 
purposes . Tes. I look upon the line as one which will be a favourite suburban line for settlement.
2o04. Do you think that there is any chance of the timber trade from Wyong being developed ? Tes • 
there is a large timber trade there now. I think it very likely that that will be a very large trade.
2305 So you really anticipate having some goods traffic on this line if it is constructed ? Tes ; but, as I 
said before, I think it will only be a local traffic.
2306. What do you mean by a “ local traffic” ?—If they brought coal and timber from anywhere between
Date Macquarie and the IN orth Shore, would you consider that local traffic ? Tes ; if it was for local 
use, and not for export. .
2307. If timber was brought for local use, is it not likely that it would be also brought for export, suppos- 
ooaq T>ere belIJ£> sent to any th® other colonies ? I do not think so, unless they got ships to go over there.
2308. Do you know any reason why ships should not go to Neutral Bay, supposing there were wharves 
there, and the railway were constructed to the place ? Tes.

n0t sl\ips !?0 there for timber or for coal, if they required either ? They might: but I 
think that they would always be inclined rather to go to Newcastle or to Darling Island.
2310. Would it not be cheaper for a vessel, if she had discharged a large cargo at Sydney, to go over to 
Neutral Bay with a little stiffening than to go to Newcastle in ballast. If coal were brought from 
y Jon£ tor 5s. 2d. a ton, by train, that would be very little more than the steamer’s freight? But the 

ships themselves go to Newcastle as a rule. ■
w1!,' 4 £?Ve tl’e Newcastle companies to pay to get their coal delivered to the wharvestake

t11 i ,. or a als^arlce °i 10 miles, if they provide their own waggons, they are charged Is. a ton.
2312. Including tramage ? Tes.
2313. What if the railway find the waggons ? We never do find waggons in the north for shipment 
™al-r have neyeJ been asked to do so. The rates are exceptionally low, to encourage a large export.
a ii ^°U i ^ waSg°ns f°r tbe Greta coal ? No ; the company provide their own waggons.
All the companies there provide their own waggons.
2315. Isuppose there is a reasonable amount of coal traffic from Greta to Newcastle? ' Tes
2316. What is the distance? 33 miles.
2317. Erom Wyong to North Shore would be about 56 miles. Would the difference between 33 miles 
from Greta and 56 from Wyong stop all export from the latter mine to Sydney ? The conditions are so 
very different. We could not afford to allow the same rates from Wyong to the North Shore, or to 
Darling Harbour, as we can from Greta to Newcastle.
231.8. Why ? Because we can take nearly three times the load from Greta to Newcastle that we can from

° ^aorrlsby- We could not possibly afford to give the same rates.
231.9. What increased rates, proportionally, would you have to charge so as to make up for the difference
m grade. 1 do not think that we could afford to charge less than we are charging at the present time—Id. 
per ton per mile. . 0 e
2320. What do you charge the Greta Company per mile? I could not tell you at the present moment.
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D.Kirkcaldie, I know that they get a considerable reduction when they give us the coal in train-loads of thirty-five 
®S<1' waggons. They do not get a reduction if they give it to us in less quantities. _

2321. Mr. Garrard.] That is your maximum train-load ? I do not say that it is the maximum, hut we 
16 July, 1890. kind them down to that.

2322. Jifr. Copeland^] Does one engine take that ? Yes.
• 2323. How many trucks would an engine take from Peat’s Perry to Hornsby ? Not more than fifteen.

2324. Tho difference is caused simply by the grade ? Yes.
2325. Are you in the habit of charging different rates according to the grades all over the country ? We 
charge the same rates over all the lines, except at Newcastle, where the circumstances are quite exceptional. 
We are doing a large export trade there, and it is the rule all over the world to give low rates for export traffic.
2326. Would not that apply in the case of Wyong;—if you gave low rates between Wyong and the 
North Shore, is it not likely that mines would be opened up, and the coal traffic increased? Yes; but 
the Wyong traffic would still go to Newcastle, because it is only 40 miles, while it is 62 to Sydney.
2327. But it is necessary to bring a considerable quantity of coal to Sydney ? Yes.
2328. Would it not be cheaper, instead of travelling 40 miles from Wyong to Newcastle, and then paying
freight from Newcastle to Sydney by sea, to send direct to the North Shore ? Undoubtedly it would, but 
then it is open to question whether the Wyong companies will be able to compete with the Metropolitan 
Coal Company, whose mine is only 28 miles from Sydney. • .
2329. Mr. Garrard.] Theirs is a different class of coal ? That is a matter I am not prepared to go into.
2330. Mr. Copeland.] You said that you were not sure whether you would deliver wool from the North 
Shore to Geddes’ wool warehouses ;—what difference in principle would there be between delivering it to 
them there and your practice on this side, supposing the railway were constructed to the North Shore? 
I do not suppose that there wmuld be the same necessity at North Shore. We deliver wool in Sydney 
because the traffic is so large that if we allowed it to accumulate for one day w7e should be blocked up.
2331. Do you not do it as an inducement for people to send the wool to Sydney by railway instead of by 
steamer ? No.
2332. Is it not partly an inducement? No ; it has been done for many years, for the reason I say. If 
we allowred the consignees to take the delivery themselves we should be in a state of complete confusion 
in the busy season.
2333. Would it not be possible for you to insist on the people removing their wool immediately at their
own cost ? It is better for us to do it ourselves, and pay for it. _
2334. If the railway were opened to North Shore, would not the same principle apply there as applies at 
Darling Harbour ? Yes, only there would not be the same necessity, because there would not be the 
volume of traffic there.
2335. Is it not possible that the traffic might increase ? It might. We do not do it at Newcastle, nor 
anywdiere, except at Darling Harbour.
2336. Chairman.] Or at Morpeth ? Or at Morpeth. We take it to the ship’s side there.
2337. I suppose you hold to the opinion that the construction of the North Shore line would not in any 
way increase the general bulk of the railw'ay goods traffic ? Not of the through traffic, except if wool 
were consigned to stores on that side.
2338. It is not the case that the more line you construct the more traffic is brought to the railway ? I 
do not think so.
2339. You think that this extension would develop a local passenger traffic, but not a goods traffic? Not 
to any great extent.
2340. You say that the rates would be the same for goods going to the North Shore as for goods going to 
Darling Harbour ? Not for goods, though they would be for wool, because there are what we call 
arbitrary rates now to a very large extent.
2341. These arbitrary rates are fixed so as to compete with the steamers? They are to some extent.
2342. They are not for ordinary goods, but only for wool? AYe allow them for goods going to the 
country, but not goods coming from tho country.
2343. In that case the northern people would have the advantage of 11 miles shorter distance if they sent 
their goods from the North Shore ? Seven miles. It is 21 miles from Hornsby to Darling Harbour, and 
14 miles from Hornsby to North Shore.
2344. Towdiat part of North Shore ? Milson’s Point.
2345. They would have the advantage of 7 miles ? Yes.
2346. Do you think that that would be a sufficient inducement to them to consign their goods to North 
Shore ? I do not think so. I do not think that we should give them a cheaper rate.
2347. So that the northern people would get no benefit whatever from this large expenditure of public 
money ? I do not think so—not from us.
2348. We may consider, then, that it will bo made purely and simply in the interest of the North Shore 
people themselves ? Yes, to a very large extent. It is very certain that the line will never do any 
good while it terminates where it does. The traffic is not likely to increase under present circumstances, 
though it would increase if the line were brought dmvn to the water’s edge.
2349. In estimating the possibility of the undertaking being payable, we have to confine ourselves to the 
prospect of the passenger traffic? Pretty well entirely.
2350. Mr. Triclcett.] By a return recently laid on the table of the House it -was stated that the working 
expenses of the railway for the first four months of this year amounted to £4,165. Por a whole year that 
would come to £12,495. The probable cost of the extension proposed will be £262,000, the interest upon 
which will come to £11,420, so that the total cost during a year of interest and working expenses, if the 
line were carried to Milson’s Point, would be about £24,000 per annum. What prospect do you see of its 
paying that amount ? I do not think that it will pay that amount for a very considerable time ; but, to 
my mind, the money that has been expended will practically be wasted unless we bring the railway to the 
centre of population.
2351. But do you see any probability of there being a considerable return for this additional large expen
diture ? I think the extension of the line to the shores of Port Jackson would certainly induce a large 
settlement of suburban residents, and from that a certain amount of goods traffic would naturally follow. 
In my opinion, the line goes through the best suburb around Sydney.
2352. That is between the heights of North Shore and Hornsby? Yes.
2353. But as to the returns—they, of course, are merely speculative ? Yes. -
2354. You think, at any rate, that it would be some time before they would be verv great ? I think so.

" 2355.
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16 July, 1890.

2355. Have you considered the question of the extension of the railway to Cremorne Point ? Ho, I have not. D. Kirtd&ldie,
2356. Tou have not considered that extension from a trafGc point of view? Ho; that is in relation to . sll-
the shipment of coal ? '
2357. Tes ? I cannot see why a shipment of coal is going to take place at Cremorne Point.
2358. Tou do not think that there would he any great advantage in the extension ? I do not think so.
2359. So that whether the raihvay is brought to Milson’s Point or to Cremorne Point the result, looking 
at the goods traffic,'will be about the same ? I think it would be better to bring the railway to Milson’s 
Point than to Cremorne Point.
2360. Because then you would get the local goods traffic ? Tes.
2361. Which you would not get if you went to Cremorne ? Tes.
2362. 2lr. O' Sullivan.I infer from your evidence that you do not anticipate much traffic from the 
northern districts to Milson’s Point if the line is extended ? Except with the exception of what may be 
sent to such wrool-stores as it is reported Geddes & Co are going to put up.
2363. Tou simply look upon the extension as necessary to make the existing line valuable ? That is wTiat 
I mean.
2364. Tou also appear to think that the line, if extended, would, as a suburban line, eventually be
remunerative ? I do. '
2365. Do you think that that would justify us in recommending a suburban line merely for one side of 
the Horth Shore ? Ho ; but I fancy that the other side is fairly well attended to with the tramway.
2366. The tram runs almost through the middle of Horth Shore, does it not? Tes.
2367. Then what about the eastern side, where there is a very large population? Ton cannot possibly 
go to both sides. I think the western side is the side which ought to be served.
2368. Do you think that the Horth Shore is of such importance as to require a circular railway ? I do not.
2369. Do you think that if a bridge were made over the harbour, and a railway constructed to Cremorne, 
that it would become a shipping-place for w-ool? I do not think so.
2370. Do you think that there is enough accommodation for the wrool traffic as it is ? Tes.
2371. Therefore the Cremorne proposal does not enterinto your considerationin advocating this extension? Ho,
2372. Have you examined Mr. Hamand’s plan ? I have not, though I read his evidence this morning.
2373. Mr. Lee.~\ Do you know the quantity of wool hauled to Newcastle by rail from the northern district ?
Boughly, about 100,000 or 150,000 bales.
2374. Can you say what proportion of that is hauled from Hewrcastle to Sydney by rail ? I think that 
last year wc had about 30,000 bales.
2375. Do you think that if the line were extended to Milson’s Point a greater quantitj^ of wool would be 
brought past Hewcastle ? ,1 do not think so.
2376. Neither to Milson’s Point nor to Darling Harbour? Tes. The quantity of wool brought to 
Sydney will always be regulated by the rates to a very large extent indeed.
2377. Do you know whether the line from Hornsby to St. Leonards is used for the conveyance of goods 
from Sydney to Horth Shore ? No, it is not.
2378. Supposing the line were extended to Milson’s Point, would goods to Horth Shore be sent that way, 
or would they continue to go across in the ferry ? They would continue to go across in the ferry.
2379. Consequently you cannot look to the goods traffic to give you any revenue ? Hot to any large extent.
2380. If the passenger traffic is what you solely depend upon to maintain the line, do you think the 
route proposed is the proper one to obtain it ? . I think so. I fancy that a very large number of people 
would go from Syduey and live at Horth Shore if the line were extended.
23S1. Tou think that increased facilities of communication would induce a greater number of people to 
settle on the heights of Gordon, Hornsby, and intermediate places ? Tes.
2382. Taking the same length of line either on the Granville or the Illawarra suburban line, how long 
did it take to produce an amount of traffic sufficient to pay a return upon the line ? There is scarcely any 
analogy between either of those lines and the Horth Shore line, because they go to the heart of the city 
of Sydney, while the other line only touches Horth Shore circuitously. The traffic on the line between 
Sydney and Hurstville developed more rapidly than that on any other line that we have had. At Tempe, 
in 1884, we got £137 ; in the following year, £1,118 ; in 1886, £1,885 ; in 1887, £1,934; and last year,
£2,117. Prom Boc'kdale, in 1884, we got £271; and last year, £6,152. The passenger traffic at the 
latter station increased from £213 in 1884 to £4,184 in 1889.
2383. So that the great difference in the returns is owing chiefly to the passenger traffic ? Tes. . .
2384. Has the goods traffic increased in the same proportion? Ho. The goods traffic at llockdale, in.
1884, yielded £58; and in 1889, £1,968. ‘
2385. Would the passenger traffic alone on the line be sufficient to pay the ordinary expenses ? Ho, not 
for a very long time to come.
2386'. And you naturally look to any line to supply a certain amount of goods traffic as well as passenger 
traffic ? Tes, a certain amount of goods traffic.
2387. I suppose you could form no estimate of the number of passengers likely to be carried daily upon 
this line ? Ho.
2388. Tou have taken no means to ascertain the present traffic in vehicles ? Ho.
2389. Tour opinion is that the great source of revenue on the line will be the passenger traffic ? Tes.
2390. But that has to grow ? Tes.
2391. It is not there at present ? It is not there at present.
2392. Mr. Dowel.'] Tou have made yourself acquainted with the proposal to extend the line to Milson’s 
Point;—do you think that is the best place for a terminus ? Tes.
2393. Tou are acquainted with Lavender Bay ? Tes.
2394. What is your reason for saying that Milson’s Point is the best place to which we could bring the 
line ? Because you have the largest population there, and the line would serve the greatest number of 
people at North Shore.
2395. Are you aware that there is deep water in Lavender Bay ? Tes.
2396. And that when wharves are constructed there the largest ships that have come into Port Jackson 
will be able to go alongside them ? Tes.
2397. Would it not he an advantage to shippers of produce from the north to he able to bring wool,
wheat, and other produce direct to the ships, instead of transhipping ? Transhipping where ? '
2398. At Darling Harbour ? What kind of produce do you mean ?
2399,. What produce passes Newcastle and comes to Sydney ? Wool, principally. 2400.
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in being able to put that

It may be.

' E-q1 le> 2400. Wheat ? To some extent.
2401. Hay? Yes; but not a yery great deal of it.

16July, 1890. 24;,2. Chaff—maize—timber? Yes.
24l!3. j\H those things pass Newcastle, and come direct to Sydney? Yes.
2404. Yet you say that you do not think that there would be any advantage 
produce right into the ships ? There has been none of it shipped.
2405. No wool? Yes, wool; but none of the other produce. '
2406. Do you think that wheat will be grown in the northern districts for export?
2407. Is it not a fact that the traffic at Bedfern is congested—that you scarcely have accommodation there 
for the Northern, Southern, and Western lines ? Yes ; but that is principally the passenger traffic. We 
have plenty of room for goods traffic at Darling Harbour.
2408. Would it not relieve the traffic at Bedfern if the northern traffic were brought straight down to
Milson’s Point ? It would to a little extent, but the benefit would not be verj' appreciable, because the 
whole of the produce that comes from the northern districts, except wool, is consumed in the city of Sydney 
and suburbs. '
2409. Is it a usual tbing in some parts of the world to take trains from one side of the river to the other 
on board steam punts ? Yes ; but it is very expensive.

. 2410. Can you see any insuperable difficulties in originating a service of that sort from Milson’s Point to
Circular Quay ? The thing could be done. I bare seen it done.
2411. Where ? In Scotland. . But they have got rid of the system there now by erecting the Forth and 
Tay Bridges.
2412. Nevertheless, in some parts of America, trains are carried across the water on steam punts? Yes.
2413. Supposing that service were carried on here, do you think that Circular Quay would be the best
place to bring the trains to ? I think so. ’
2414. And the passengers would be landed there without having to get out of the carriages ? I have never 
seen passenger trains carried that way.
2415. Only goods ? Goods waggons.
2416. Does the steam punt service in America not carry passenger trains, or only goods trains ? I think 
only goods trains ; but I would not be sure. 1 have never known passenger carriages to be conveyed that way.
2417. You have made no estimate from which you can inform the Committee what the probable receipts 
from goods and passenger traffic on this line will be? No ; the traffic is purely speculative.
2418. Can you give the Committee any information as to the quantity of wheat, wool, hay, maize, chaff, 
and other produce which passes Newcastle on its way to Sydney? No, I cannot. .
2419. You have not got those returns to hand ? No.
2420. Mr. Tonkin^ Did you make any estimate for the Commissioners of the returns on this line from 
any kind of traffic ? No.
2421. Do you know upon what grounds the Commissioners expect a goods traffic to assist in paying for
its construction ? I am not aware that the}7 do expect a very large goods traffic. .
2422. Do j’ou know that the line has been placed before the Committee a second time with the express 
understanding that the Commissioner's have altered their minds with regard to the goods traffic which 
would pay the working expenses and interest on the line? I have heard so indirectly.
2423. It is not because of any information that they have received from you that they have done so ? No.
2424. Are there any other sources from which the Commissioners would derive this information besides 
yourself? I scarcely think so, but of course I cannot say.
2125. You say that the Commissioners are still of opinion that the goods traffic will he quite immaterial ? 
Perhaps that is putting it a little too strongly—I do not mean to convey that impression; hut I do not 
think that there will ever be a very large traffic.
2426. You have already said that the traffic will he purely local? Yes, except such as may come down 
to stores erected on the North Shore.
2427. Have you seen Mr. Hamand’s estimate of the probable traffic returns ? No ; hut I do not see how 
any man could prepare an estimate of a speculative traffic.
2428. Is it not possible to base it on the analogy between this line and some other suburban line where 
the facilities given to the residents are about the same ? I do not think so, because all the other suburbs 
are in direct communication with Sydney. This line would merelv be in communication with North Shore. 
Any figures that might be given would be utterly unreliable.
2429. Mr. Copeland.] Have not the Commissioners and the Department in all other instances in which 
railways have been submitted given estimates of the probable income ? Yes.
2430. Why could they do it in those cases and not in this ? Because this railway is only 2 or 3 miles 
long, and there would he no traffic from Sydney by it; besides, it is near the city.
2431. We had an estimate of the probable return from the Marrickville-to-Burwood Bailway ? Yes, but 
that line comes direct into Sydney. You cannot give any estimate of the traffic on the North Shore 
line because the passengers would, at the terminus, have to get out of the train into the steamer. It is 
not as if they went direct from Sydney to where they lived.
2432. Mr. Tonkin?] I should like to know if you agree with the following statement, made by Mr. 
Barling:—“ The Department think it can be shown that there is a promise of considerable goods traffic in 
wool, meat, timber, and other merchandise, which it is anticipated can be dealt with in Davender Bay, 
or by a branch line along the frontage of the harbour, between Milson’s Point and the Admiralty House. 
It may also reasonably be anticipated that depots will arise for the supply of all the northern districts (in 
the way of station supplies, &c.), and an advantageous feature of this is that it would tend to relieve the 
present congested street traffic to Darling Harbour ”? I could not endorse it.
2433. Your idea is that if the extension is constructed the returns upou the line will be purely from local
traffic? Yes. > '
2434. Caused by the present population, or by an anticipated population ? By an anticipated population, to 
a large extent.
2435. Then it would take a few years before the return would he sufficient to pay working expenses ? 
I think the line will pretty well develop as far as suburban passenger traffic is concerned.
2436. You do not expect much retum from tho coal traffic ? No, I do not. ■
2437. Mr. Humpheri/.] When was the line between H urstville and Sydney opened? I think it was 
opened towards the end of 1883.
2438. And it was open during the whole of 1884 ? I could not be sure. 2439.
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That was either the year after the line was opened, or the year in D*Kirkoalclie,

lejulyTlsgo.

2439. Tou gave the returns for 1884 ? 
which it was opened. .
2440. Which are the first complete returns which you have? Those for 1885 woull be complete.
2141. Did the earnings cover the working expenses during the first year that the line between Hurstville 
and Sydney was opened ?. Yes, I think they did ; but I could not say positively.
2142. There is no doubt whatever, in your opinion, that the railway cannot he made to pay 
if it is left where it is, even on the present cost of construction ? I am quite sure of that.
2443. Supposing it were connected with the tram system, would that make it pay ? It would undoubtedly 
make it pay better.
2144. Do you think that it would make it pay as well as it could be made to pay by bringing it down to the 
deepwater of the harbour, having regard to the additional cost of construction? I do not think so. 
Bringing it to the deep water is the only way of making it yield any return.
2445. Tou say that the line which the Government propose is the best that can be got ? Tes.
2446. Do you know the North Shore very well ? I'airly well.
2447. The proposed extension would not serve very much of the present population of the North 
Shore ? No.
2418.. There is no population between the Crow’s Nest and Lavender Bay that would use the train under 
any circumstances ? The only thing would be to get the people back further.
2419. Supposing the line were brought to Lavender Bay after it had taken a detour to the Military-road 
on the top of the hill, would it not then serve the people out towards Cremorne and Middle Harbour ? 
Tes ; but it would not take any additional passengers from Sydney to the new line.
24d0. Could not a line such as that proposed by Mr. Hamand be connected by a tramway service at any 
of the places out there ? To my mind people will not go by a steamer, and then take the tram, and sub
sequently the train.

-^TY011 think that people would take the train from Milson’s Point to the heads of the bayrs and 
Middle Harbour ? Tes, if you make the train to the foreshores. >
2452. Do you know 'Willoughby Falls ? Tes.
2453. Mr. Hamand proposes to take the line towards Middle Harbour, coming down by Willoughby
Falls, past Neutral .Bay, to Lavender Bay; would not that railway serve a large population, both 
present and prospective ? I think it would. It is a matter to which I have given no consideration, 
because I have not seen his plan. ,
2454. Would, not it serve the people living out towards Folly Point? Yes, it would.
2455. There is a great deal of vacant land out that way ? Tes.
2456. Mr. Hamand’s route would also serve the people out .towards Cremorne and Middle Harbour
generally ? Tes. .

ou^. ^here would take the railway to Milson’s Point to get to their residences—-do you 
think that the people living about the Crow’s Nest would take it, supposing the tram were where it is 
now ? I think they would still take the train.
2458. Which route do you think would serve the present population best ? From your sketch and the 
appearance of that plan, Mr. Hamand’s seems to serve the largest population.
2459. From your evidence it is desirable that the grades on the line should be lessened as much as 
possible ? Tes.
2460. The first cost is the cheapest in the service for all time ? Tes.
2461. I suppose that, with your experience, if you were building a railway you would not allow it to 
have a grade or more than 1 in 50 ? Not if I could help it—not if a few thousands a mile would give 
1 in 100 ; and the line were likely to develop a large traffic.
2462. A heavy grade means Bn additional cost for all time ? Tes.
2463. Mr. Hamand’s route is a little less than a mile longer than Mr. Deane’s, and his steepest grade
is 1 in 70, as opposed to 1 in 50 on Mr. Deane’s deviation ;—would not the difference in grade be an 
enormous advantage ? Tes. .

i^i011 Sa/’ ®rs^> Mr. Hamand’s line would serve a population which already exists, and, secondly 
that, although it is a mile.longer than the Government line, it could, because of its lesser grade, be worked' 
better and more cheaply for the public ? The grade is undoubtedly a most important element in the cost 
of working.
^ ■n^V.^SSUln^j” ^ wou^ cos^ (say) £100,000 more than the Government line, do you think that it 
will be an advantage to construct it ? Tes. Of course such a heavy expenditure will be a dra>' for 
a time, but before many years the great advantage of the lesser grade will be felt. °
2466. Have not the grades between Sydney and Newcastle hampered the traffic enormously, and increased
the cost of working ? Tes. *
2467. ! think you told us just now that the concessions which are made to the Greta Colliery are made 
principally because of the levelness of the road ? Yes.
2468. And that it would be impossible to make similar concessions for traffic between Newcastle and 
oydney r Yes.
2469. You, of course, have had some experience in the traffic there ;—is it a wise policy to construct a 
grade'1 t l a ^ra^e ' Certainly not, if for a reasonable expenditure you can get a line with an easy

2470. A railway is . constructed either because it is a necessity, or because in a few years it will be 
remunerative, that is, pay interest and Working expenses? Yes.
2471. A great element in the cost of working a railway is a stiff grade—so, therefore, you think that at
any reasonable expense the grade should be reduced ? Yes.
2472. And for all time those who have got to use the line will gain the benefit ? Yes.

the material part J- H. Oeddes, 
Esq.

John Henry Geddes, Esq., woolbroker, sworn, and further examined :
2473. Chairman.'] What is it that you wish.to tell the Committee ? I have embodied 
or the supplementary evidence which I wish to give under a few headings:—

. Barginq The most effectual methoil for relieving the streets of Sydney from the 400 000 hales msuVo- thi-nno-h on . ~ 'IswelTS d a,S° — costof wetfan^maintenanceof &&£ 16 ^ 1890’
as wen as relieve the gieat traflaq §tram during the five qiontlis of the wool season—would be .to barge the wool from

- Darling
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J. H. GeddeS, Darling Harbour to the wool warehouses, almost all of which have either water-frontages, or are easily accessible from water. 
Es^.' If this were adopted, the whole of the foreshores of Lavender Bay to Kirribilli Point and onward could be used as a 

r -i. t A . . receiving depot for northern goods traffic, from whence the wool could be lightered to the respective warehouses or ships.
If Tulv 1HQ0 IN ewcastle.—With reference to wool coming to Darling Harbour from the north byrail, Ifind that 25,000 bales came last

' * season, owing to owners’ disinclination to have the wool interfered with after being placed on trucks—this being always an
oi.jection. The steamer rates during 1888 were in excess of the railway rates ; last year, slightly under. The shipments 
from Newcastle to London show-, I believe, a decrease last year upon the preceding year, while the sales and shipments from 
New South Wales generally have shown a steady increase during past years—as, for instance—

Sales.
1887-1888 .................................................................... 162,511
3888-1889 ................................................................... 209,252
1889-1890 ........................................................ ............ 234,419

SniPiiESTS.

1887- 1888 ...................................................................  398,419
1888- 1889 ....................................................................  452,042
1889- 1890 ..................................................................... 471,484

That is from 30,000,000 sheep. AVe have 52,000,000 sheep in New South AArales ; but through various causes a great deal 
of the wool goes to Melbourne and Adelaide. Until last year the wool shipment from Melbourne almost exceeded that from 
Sydney, although they have only 10,000,000 sheep. Now-, however, owing to the extension of the railways, we are getting 
more wool year by year.

Proprietary.—In order to explain the exact constitution of the Pastoralists’ Association, permit me to state that the 
objects are more for the co-operation of wool-growers generally than for the accumulation of funds, and our shareholders, 
130-pastoralists—although only representing 22,000 shares, actually own upwards of 3,000,000’sheep, or, approximately, 
about one-third of the total number of jsheep in .Victoria, or one-fourth of that of Queensland, or one-fifth of that of New 
Zealand, whence 57,791,110 lb. of meat were exported during the past year. Yet, regardless of one share being applied for, 
the directorate purchased the land, and almost immediately afterwards accepted tenders. I explain this. Sir, to show that 
tho Association is composed of wealthy, earnest men, who have the power within themselves of giving effect to their 
intention of erecting the warehouse.

“ Beulah” has a frontage of 570 feet, and was purchased by the founders -with the intention of erecting the ware
house, but owing to a lease it was not available, and ‘1 Theulda, ” with a frontage of 330 feet, was purchased in the interests 
of the company. However, I believe that the owners of “Beulah” and “Theulda” will give the land free for the purpose of 
a railway line. • „

Since my last evidence, a very large meat export company in Brisbane, with a capital of £1,000,000, has been lormed,

____ ! year prior 1 . . . _ , _ , _
carcases of frozen meat exported during the year ending March, as compared with tho previous year. .....

The frozen meat trade, we anticipate, will constitute one of the most important branches of our business at Kirribilli 
Point, and, according to the Government Statistician’s Report of 16th June, 1890, the available sheep for export through
out Australia is estimated at 3,996,000 in an average year, and the stock of sheep is considered inexhaustible. •

I have very much pleasure in reading a letter received from Messrs. Balehin, Johnston, & Co., bearing upon this 
subject:— ' .

• Frozen Meat Export. .
Dear Sir, Commercial Chambers, Bond-street, Sydney.

In discussing with your co-directors the important question of providing tonnage for your requirements, it may 
be of assistance if we shortly recapitulate the main facts dealt with in our yesterday’s conversation with you.

AVe are agents for the Tyser Line (Limited). As you are aware, the Tyser Line has been closely associated with tho 
New Zealand frozen meat trade for some time past, and of late they have added no less than four new steamers to their fleet, 
with a carrying capacity of over 40,000 carcases each, and fitted with the newest and most powerful machinery. These 
steamers have been wonderfully successful, and no damage has yet occurred^to meat through breakdown of machinery.

The managers of the line are perfectly willing to enter into the New South AA ales meat trade, and if sufficient 
inducements are oflered—that is, regular shipments for a given period—we have no doubt a direct service could be 
established. ^ . ...

Tho great drawback to the development of tho frozen meat trade in this country has been uncertainty of the seasons, 
and the difficulty of bringing the sheep to Sydney in times of drought, but we understand it is proposed to establish 
central slaughtering depots in the different pastoral districts ; and if this is done, and your warehouse connected with the 
main line, which we are pleased to see there is a prospect of your being able to do, you will doubtless surmount this 
difficulty. ’

AVhen your proposed wharfage accommodation is ready—and your plans seem to us to be carefully and well thought 
out—there will be no difficulty whatever in placing the steamers alongside to receive the cargo direct from your stores. 
This is a very essential thing for the success of the enterprise. In a warm climate the meat should not be exposed to the 
heat of the sun, and if the cargo can be placed on board as you propose, loading can go ou continuously from morning till 
night, without the slightest danger of any risk to the mutton. You will thus save the cost of lighterage and cartage, and 
also the heavy cost of night labour. If you cannot load the carcases direct from the warehouse to the steamer, nightwork 
during the summer-time, at least, is absolutely necessary. . . . ,

AVe, ourselves, have had a close personal connection with and experience of tho frozen meat trade in Now South 
AATales, and the Tyser Line has been instrumental in developing the New Zealand trade.

AAre shall be very pleased to place our experiences and services at your disposal.
Two steamers of the line, the “Maori King” and “Star of Kngland” will be here next week, and we shall be 

very pleased if you and your co-direotors will inspect the vessels. AA'e arc, &c.,
^ F BALCHIN, JOHNSTON, & CO.

I might point out that the agent of the Tyser Line, after a careful inspection, decided that there was not 
the slightest difficulty in hauling vessels across to North Shore. These ships are fitted up to carry 40,000 
carcases at a time. .
2474. None of them come here ? Simply because there is no direct meat export from here. The Orient 
boats simply provide accommodation for 5,000 carcases. The meat has to be brought to the ships at night, 
and is shipped in the most primitive way. "With our tremendous stock of sheep we must get an outlet, 
and the whole country is in a state of ferment about it. We took this into consideration when we secured 
the place at North Shore, because from no other place, unless wc had a water-frontage at Darling Harbour 
—and the G-ovemment have secured all that frontage—could we give the northern pastoralists the 
accommodation they require for exporting meat. Our sheep now are principally merinos ; _ but cross
breds will grow as well here, and there is only a difference of a farthing a lb. between the price in England. 
A company has been shipping merino meat to England forriwo years, and they have monopolized all the 
trade here. [Witness at this stage, referring to a map, pointed out the advantage of the site chosen bg ' the 
Pastoralists' Company at North Shore for the business which they intended io carry on.~\ In barging the 
wool you would save S-j-d. a bale on what tho Government now have to pay, while the Corporation would be 
saved an enormous amount of money in the maintenance of their streets, and the traffic would be relieved. 
The distance between a line drawn from Milson’s Point tj> Kirribilli Point and the shoyp js 800 feet.

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ '' ' • 2475.
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21/5. Do you think that the people who have got the wool trade now will surrender it to you—Hill, J* H. Geddes,
Clark, & Co, Mort & Co., and others i 1 mean to say that Mort & Co.’s wool, instead of being consigned ®S<1-
to Darling Harbour, could come to North Shore, and be much more easily barged over from there than it,
could be brought from Darling Harbour, so that Lavender Bay would become the depot for the whole of “ 7)1890.
the northern wool, irrespective of the particular consignee. The depth of water between Milson’s Point
and Kirribilli Point ranges from 44 to 41 feet: it is 41 feet in front of “ Theulda.”
2476. -3/r. Garrard.~] Are you sure that there are 800 feet between the shore and a line drawn from 
Milson s Point to Kirribilli Point ? I obtained that information from a well-known firm of surveyors 
here, and I have plans with that exact number of feet marked on them. I wish to draw attention to this 
^i. i°W£ia^ °Ur w^ar^s w’^ n°f be in the fairway. No vessel would come inside Milson’s Point. The 
whole of the northern wool consigned to any one but the Pastoralists’ Association could be barbed over 
from North Shore.
2477. Would it be convenient for Mort, Goklsborough, & Co. to have their wool brought to Darling 
Harbour or Milson s Point by punt;—would they not then have to carry it across the road? At the 
present time it is not a question of convenience, because the Government have to deliver the wool. It 
would be better for the Government to do this.
2478. It would be cheaper for the Government to punt the wool from Darling Harbour to the Circular
t^uay, and then to cart it across to the store, than to cart it direct to the store ? They would not cart it 
direct to Goldsborough-Mort s store; they would simply truck it. This large firm has nothing inter
vening between their store and the water. -

™eans handling, and it is the handling that creates the expense? It does not mean 
any additional handling. At the present time if they are shipping wool from Goldsborough-Mort’s to a 
vessel opposite they could run it across on trucks.
2480. Would it be no inconvenience to have 700 or 800 bales of wool lying at the Circular Quay? Not 
a greater inconvenience than there is at the present time. During the wool season there are many 
teams in front ot the warehouses waiting to be unloaded. Besides, the wear and tear on the streets has to 
be considered.

The following letter was forwarded by Mr. Geddes, in explanation
T ., . 13 Phillip-street, Sydney, 17 July, 1890.

, . 'ln “J eT1dence yesterday before the Committee I stated that a Hue drawn from Kirribilli to Miison’s Point would
admit of a measurement of 800 feet between this line and the shore. This evidence bore upon the feasability of berthing 
ships tor reception of northern wools. After giving this matter serious consideration, I called on the surveyors who furnished
«nn ?“r-Ur!mjnV o1^3/3' Loxton an<i -Bullock) at my request, and, after re-measurement, they discovered that it should be 
dOU teet instead of 800 feet.

. Permit me to express my sincere regret at this unintentional mis-statement on my part, a statement which was based 
upon mionnation received from well-known experienced surveyors, who inadvertently made an error in calculation.

I have, &c.,
J. H. GEDDES,

T -p 1 Li, 11 x’ Managing Director, J. H. Geddes and Co.,
' p, ■° ’ tjb’,. a . The Pastoralists’Association, Limited.

Chairman, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works.

. TUESDAY, 22 JULY, 1890.

THE'HON. JOHN LACKEY
The Hon. Andeew Gaeean.
The Hon. Feedeeick Thomas Humpheby. 
The Hon. William Joseph Teickett. 
Jacob Gaeeaed, Esq.
Heney Copeland, Esq.

(Vice-Chaieman).
James Ebenezee Tonkin, Esq. 
William Speingthoepe Dowel, Esq. 
Edwaed William O’Sullivan, Esq. 
Chaeles Alfbed Lee, Esq.
William M‘Court, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Kailway to connect the North Shore Railway with 
the deep waters of Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point.

Henry Deane, Esq., Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways, sworn, and further examined
2481. Dr. Garran.\ Since you were here last have you personally examined Mr. Hamand’s route P Yes 
1 nave walked over it. ’
ofoo S y°U acc°mpanied by any other surveyor or engineer ? Mr. Wright went with me.
2488. He is the gentleman who made out the line at Kiama ? Yes.
2484. You went together over the greater part of Mr. Hamand’s line ? We walked over the whole 
ot it, except just along Lavender .Bay.
248o. Was the examination sufficient to enable you to form a fair estimate of its valuo ? Yes I believe 
quite sufficient. ’
2486. Could you tell the Committee the general conclusions at which you arrived ? Yes ; I find that the 
section ot his line furnished by Mr. Hamand is not quite accurate, and I suppose that he did not take
wwTr ^ Wh0le f V* cne Place m particular, just to the north of the Cammeray-road,
where there is a remarkable bill which the line as shown on the plan goes through, while the section only 
represents a cutting of about 15 feet. I could not tell exactly what that cutting would be, not having 
taken any levels myself, but I should imagine that it must be at least 50 or 60 feet. If, as I have heard 
since, Mr. Hamand intends to go round the hill he would meet a corresponding depression with which he 
would have to deal m passing the creek, so that there would be very little difference either way 

271—L ■' ‘

H. Deane, 
Esq.

22 July, 1890.

2487.
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2487. You mean to say that the cost on that part of the line is under-estimated ? I merely point this out 
to show that the section is not accurate ; since if it were, the irregularities would he shown greater, and 

22 Jul 1890 ^ie C0S^ wou^ consequently be shown to be increased.
u y* ' 2488. Mr. iiamand must either have a deep cutting through the rock, or a bank when he gets round the 

point ? Yes. In criticising his line I will commence from the Milson’s Point end. The first part of 
the line, it appears to me, would compete with the tramway, and would not be so useful as the tramway. 
The tramway for a short distance is very much more useful than a railway, because a tram can stop at the 
street crossings, and on the North Shore tram-line it has lately been arranged that the trams shall stop 
wherever required, and this, I believe, has greatly benefited the revenue. A railway comes to be useful 
when you have to get out 2 or 3 miles from the terminus. On Mr. Hamand’s line the first station 
is between Careening Cove and Neutral Harbour, and the next above the head of Neutral Harbour.
2489. How far will the second station be from the tram-line ? Nearly half a mile, I think.
2490. Then it would be a different centre for population ? Fes ; but Mr. Hamand says that the district 
to be served by his railway runs up to Miller-street, the street in which the present tramway is. It seems 
to me that his first station would be of no use whatever ; because the people living near it, if they wanted 
to get across to Sydney, would very much prefer to come down and get into the boat at Milson’s Point. 
249L They have been accustomed to taking the boat hitherto ? Yes, and it would be far better to take 
the boat direct.
2492. They would otherwise have to pay the railway fare and then take the ferry at Milson’s Point, and 
this you think they would not do ? I am sure that they would not. Of course if they wanted to travel 
away from Sydney they would use the line; but you would scarcely make such a line merely to carry 
these people in that direction. The second station, near Bent-street, is right down in a hole, and could 
be used only by the residents in a few houses. ' The district which this station is supposed by Mr. Hamand 
to serve goes right up to Miller-street on one side, and to Shell Cove on the other ; but Miller-street is 
n.early 200 feet above the level of the station, and it is absurd to think that people would climb up and down 
that height to take the train when they could take the tram, or, to suppose that people living on the high 
land about Shell Cove would make a similar journey when they could take the ferry boat from one of the 
wharfs of the Neutral Bay ferry. There is another reason why that station would be of no use to the 
district on the east side of it, and that is the ground there is so steep that hitherto it has not been possible 
to make a road there.
2493. I suppose the large reserve to the north-west could not be built upon ? No. It follows from 
what I have said that as-far as the end of the tunnel—-that is 2 miles from Milson’s Point—the line

. is practically useless, or, at least, the expense of making the line would be far greater than the small 
amount of traffic that would be obtained on it would repay. Prom this point-----
2494. You are now on the north side of the tunnel ? Yes, there is a. small population; but between 
Cammeray-road and Miller-street there is no population, though a population might spring up in the 
future. I do not object to the line because of there being no population here, since a portion of the 
Government line goes through land where there is now no population, but where it is expected population 
will spring up. A good deal has been made out of the station at the North Sydney-road. Anyone 
standing on the high ground nearly opposite where the tramway bridge over Long Cove is being erected 
sees a considerable population springing up on the North Sydney-road, and it has been said that one of 
the advantages of Mr. Hamand’s line is that the line will provide a station for the use of this population ; 
but in a straight line this population is quite as near to the present St. Leonards’ Station as it will be to 
Mr. Hamand’s station on the North Sydney-road, so that there is a possibility of serving it to a very much 
greater extent by the Government line than by Mr. Hamand’s line. It will be seen by looking at the new 
map of the municipality of Willoughby which is before the Committee that the population of North 
Sydney is situated almost opposite the 9J-mile peg on the Government line.
2495. How far from the St. Leonards’ Station ? About a mile. ‘
2496. How near would it be to Mr. Hamand’s proposed station ? Houghly, very nearly a mile and a half.

. 2497. Then it is actually nearer to the present station ? Yes. If it were required to serve that population
it would be very much more convenient to them to make arrangements for a station at the 9f-mile peg, 
and this could be done by a slight alteration of grade and a bridge across the creek—which need not be 
expensive—could be constructed, so that a much better and more suitable station could be provided. 
The advantage of having a station at the North Sydney-road is absolutely nil, and therefore the reason for 
Mr. Hamand’s line coming round as it does can only be to serve the population at present existing or 
likely to spring up in the neighbourhood of the further end of Miller-street and the head of Long Bay, 
or in the neighbourhood of Willoughby Balls.
2498. Would not the population of Miller-street be served by the private tramway which is now being 
constructed ? Yes, the population of Miller-street is already served, or it will be served when the private 
tramway is constructed, so that there is not the slightest necessity for carrying a railway round there. 
]Now, Mr. Hamand says that level crossings are inadmissible on a suburban line, and there is no doubt that 
they are very objectionable, but he does not show on his section how he would carry the -line across one 
or two of the roads. On some of the roads, like the Cammeray-road, it may be possible to raise the 
approaches to the line, so as to have an overhead bridge, but in many cases with the lines as laid out that 
would be quite impracticable. I find, upon examining his section, that at M‘Dougall-street, for instance, 
the lino is in a cutting of 5 feet, so that the road would have to be raised about 15 feet to cross over it. 
At High-street it is in a cutting of 8 feet; and at William-street, just at the head of Neutral Bay, it is 
in a cutting of 17 feet, so that there the road would not have to be altered very much in level, although 
it is very much on the slope. At Alfred-street, which his line would affect, Mr. Hamand does not say 
how he would carry people across, or how he would accommodate the people whose houses front that 
street. At Bent-street, a little further on, where there is to be a station, the line is on a bank of 5 feet. 
Mr. Hamand says that he would deviate Bent-street slightly, but a slight deviation would not convert a 
5 feet bank into a cutting of 20 feet, which it would be necessary to have to be able to carry the road over 
the line. At Cammeray-street the line is in a cutting of about 7 feet, so the road would have to be 
raised, and that no doubt could be done, though it would cost money. At Miller-street the line is in a 
cutting of 16 feet, and on the North Sydney-road it is in a cutting of 15 feet, so that both of these roads 
would have to be raised considerably. Then between Cammeray-street and Miller-street, and also between 
Miller-street and the North Sydney-road, you will see on Ihe plan several crossings at which the section does
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not show such a depth o£ cutting as would enable one to carry the road over the line without considerably 
altering the road-level. I know that in laying out a line it is impossible to deal with all the streets ; and 
I point these things out to show that this matter of road-crossing cannot be treated in the off-hand 
manner in which the report deals with it. In a great many cases, in a country like this, the providing of 
crossings is very expensive, and considerable details have to be gone into before you can tell what the 
whole cost of the line will be. I have not the slightest doubt that the cost of these road-crossings 'would 
form a very important item in the whole estimate.
2499. The G-overnment line goes very largely through the Berry Estate, wdiere the streets are not yet 
formed P Tes. In the Berry Estate we only cross one road—Edwards’-road—and there we have a tunnel.
2500. Then you make the line first, and the streets will have to adjust themselves to it ? Yes.
2501. But if, in an adjustment of those streets, the municipality has to go to great expense for bridges or 
banks, will they not come to the Department ? No ; the owners of the land will cut it up.
2502. But is it not a common thing for people to apply to the Commissioners for an overhead or an 
underground road-crossing ? We could make a crossing at Edwards’-road.
2503. But we shall have to face the expense of making these cross-roads sooner or later ? Yes.
2504. So that it is only postponed on the Grovernment line ? Yes ; but there you can choose your own 
crossings.
2505. You have more latitude in choosing the crossings? Yes.
2506. Still the railway authorities will have to pay part of the expense? Possibly ; but that will not be 
anything as compared with the cost of altering the levels of the existing streets.
2507. It is much cheaper to adapt the street-crossings to the railway than the railway to the street- 
crossings ? Very much.
2508. Still you do not entirely get rid of the expense—it will have to ccme in, bit by bit? I do not know 
about bit by bit. I do not know that any more cost would be incurred than has been shown, because when 
the estate is laid out there will, no doubt, be roads on each side of the line parallel to it, and from them 
cross-roads would branch off.
2509. You do not anticipate any further requests for cross-streets beyond those ? No ; it is not like an 
old standing right.
2510. But is it not a fact that the Commissioners are repeatedly applied to between Sydney and Parra
matta to make fresh crossings ? I do not think that there is anyr case similar to this between Sydney and 
Parramatta.
2511. The lay of the ground here is so ridgy that you cannot cross the line except at intervals ? I do not 
think that the cases are parallel.
2512. You have to contemplate the fact that the construction of the line will lead to a population being 
settled upon the land through which it passes, and that if there is population there must be streets;—will 
not many more crossings be required than the two for which you have provided ? No ; I do not think so. 
If you had an overhead bridge at Edwards’-road, an underground bridge in the bank beyond, we will say, 
and an overhead bridge again at the next cutting, that would be quite sufficient to serve all purposes. It 
is in cases where the roads have been laid out before the railway that you have the trouble. I have made 
an estimate of the cost of Mr. Hamand’s line from his section, not allowing for any inaccuracies in it, or for 
the-heavy cost of making the road approaches which I have just mentioned. I have taken the same 
prices as are made use of in the estimate of the cost of the Grovernment line, and I find that Mr. Hamand’s 
line comes to £221,000 for works alone—about £100,000 more than the estimate for the Grovernment 
line. The cost of land will be serious, and I do not suppose it will be less than £200,000, since only a 
very small portion of the land through which the line will pass is unimproved. Of course, I have not 
reckoned the land through which the tunnel passes ; but there is a good deal of valuable property between 
where the line cuts into Alfred-street and the head of Lavender Bay, but its value could best be estimated 
by a land valuer. Now for Mr. Hamand’s section : Mr. Hamand gives 600 feet of level at the end of 
Milson’s Point, and starts his grade immediately from there. The other day I pointed out that on the 
Government scheme, platforms 400 feet in length would be provided, and that another 100 feet was allowed 
at the end of the platform, so that a total length of 600 feet would only allow a margin of 100 feet for 
shunting purposes, unless you went up on the grade, which would be a most undesirable thing to do. 
You ought to have a station yard practically on the level, and to show how inadequate a length of 100 feet 
would be to branch off from the station, I may mention that every cross-over road takes from to 
3 chains—that is, close upon 200 feet; so, therefore, the branching out of a number of lines would require 
a very much greater length than that. Then Mr. Hamand’s line does not utilize the frontage to Lavender 
Bay at all; he simply comes down on the grade all the way, and cuts off the frontages—spoils it in fact.
2513. You could shunt back on that line when you once got to the level ? It is a most undesirable thing 
to carry on shunting operations on a steep grade. Eor shunting operations, a grade of 1 in 60 or 1 in 70 
is very steep.
2514. But when you get to the level? But Mr. Hamand has only 600 feet of level. The relative 
advantage of the two lines are these. The Government line is one which will cost, including land, except 
that which is tunnelled through, but which was included in the first estimate, about £220,000, as compared 
with Mr. Hamand’s line, which, reckoning on the same prices, will cost £420,000. I consider that the 
Government line will serve the population a great deal better than Mr. Hamand’s line, because, as I have 
showm, his line will only serve a very small population, and that a long distance out—only the population 
about Willoughby Palls. The rest of the population which might use his line is accommodated either by 
steamer or by tram. The ruling grade on the Government line—that is, on the deviation—is 1 in 50, 
which I maintain is quite good enough, because the ruling grade on the section beyond the present St. 
Leonards Station is 1 in 50. There are two stretches of 1 in 50 on that line—one rising up to Ohatswood, 
and the other at Gordon. You cannot get over them, so it is no good to try to get a better grade on this 
line. It is certainly not worth while to go to an extra expense of £200,000 to get a grade of 1 in 70, 
destroying the frontage to Lavender Bay which I have already referred to.
2515. What do you say is the difference in length between the Government line and Mr. Hamand’s line? 
One mile 25 chains apparently—a little over 1| miles.
2516. Since you were here last, have you examined your 1 in 50 line more minutely ? No.
2517. Nothing has been done to it ? No.
2518. Are the Committee to understand that you present it as an improvement on the 1 in 40 line ? Yes.
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2519. The comparison which you have made is between your new line and Mr. Hamand’s ? Tes. The 
difference in length between Mr. Hamand’s line and the line submitted to the Committee by the Grovern- 

22Jul 1890 men^ would, be greater; but I recommend the extra length so as to give a grade of 1 in 50.
u y,‘ ‘ 2520. Seeing that you have nothing worse than 1 in 50 between Hornsby and St. Leonards Station, you

admit that it is important to have nothing worse than that down to Milson’s Point? Tes.
‘ 2521. Tou think that it was a defect in your first line to have a grade of 1 in 40? I remember that

when the first line was laid out it was supposed that there was an objection to having curves sharper than 
15 chains, but after consideration it was shown that it would be far better to have much sharper curves 
and flatter grades. ■
2522. Of the two evils, a sharp curve is better to be faced than a steep grade ? Yery much.
2523. Is that theoretically or practically? Both theoretically and practically.
2524. On both sides ? Tes. •
2525. As you must have a grade of 1 in 50 in the whole line, there is no special object in fighting for a 
grade of 1 in 75 on this particular part ? Ho.
2526. If you had a grade of 1 in 75 between Hornsby and St. Leonards, would you make a great fight to 
continue the line down to the water at that grade ? Yes, I should.
2527. Where vou are dealing with passenger traific and very frequent stations, a steep grade is still more 
objectionable than on a line where the stations are fewer? I do not know that it is.
2528. If you were going to stop every three-quarters of a mile each way, would not a grade of 1 in 40 be 
very objectionable ? You would have to use the brakes a good deal.
2529. Would not there be more risk of over-running and of accident with a steep grade ? I think not 
so with the Westinghouse brake.
2530. You would not mind dealiug with any amount of passenger traffic coming into a city with grades 
of 1 in 40? Ho.
2531. Tou think that it would be perfectly safe and easy? Yes.
2532. You think that on the whole Mr. Hamand’s line for the first two stations will only accommodate 
people who are already sufficiently accommodated ? Yes.
2533. And that beyond the second station the population has to be created ? I intended to convey the 
impression that the people living round the first station were already accommodated, and that those living 
round the second station were also accommodated, while the second station is in such a hole that the 
people whom Mr. Hamand says would be accommodated by it would not go to it.
2534. It could not be very accessible ? Ho ; very inaccessible.
2585. And beyond the big tunnel, round the next two stations, there is not very much population at 
present ? Ho. ' '
2536. While the people round the fifth station are either sufficiently accommodated already, or could be 
accommodated by a special arrangement of your line ? Yes ; they could be accommodated on the old 
line.
2537. You think there is nothing to justify the increased expense which Mr. Hamand’s line would cost ? 
Ho, nothing whatever. The only new district is that crossed by the Cammeray-road. '
2538. We are dealing with a line to which the great objection is the very large amount of money it will 
cost; that being the case, is it not specially important that we should keep down the capital expense ? 
Decidedly.
2539. You think that is an additional reason why we should not, for imaginary advantages or small 
positive advantages, face a very large extra expense? Yes.
2540. To adopt Mr. Hamaud’s line would practically be to increase the cost by one-third ? I reckon that 
it would inctease it by as much again.
2541. Then you make a further objection to his line, that it will not come down to the wharf level at the 
head of Lavender Bay, and that it will therefore waste a large and valuable water frontage for goods 
purposes which you would utilize ? Yes. If Mr. Hamand brought his line down to the head of Lavender 
Bay it would lengthen his tunnels, and very much increase its cost.
2542. His object in rising at once is to shorten the tunnels, and to get an elevation as quickly as possible ?
Yes. .
2543. To do that he must forfeit the advantage of the water frontage? Yes.
2544. At the same time, does not. his line bring Heutral Bay into play, and this your line does not do ? I 
do not see the advantage of going into Heutral Bay.
2545. We had a captain here who said that Heutral Bay was immensely superior for handling ships to 
Lavender Bay—that it had a better get-away, and prevented the shipping being crowded in narrow waters? 
But Mr. Hamand does not go down to Heutral Bay, he only skirts it.
2546. But he goes to a point from which it is very easy to descend to Heutral Bay ? You mean his 
proposed station ?
2547. Yes? I do not know. His station is at the head of Careening Cove, and there is a ridge between 
Careening Cove and Heutral Bay. The next station at the head of Heutral Bay is a long way above the 
bay. I fail to see that the line serves Heutral Bay at all.
2548. Supposing goods traffic ever should spring up, and we should want either Heutral Bay or Cremorne,
your proposed extension would make those places accessible ? Yes ; and my proposal is the best way of 
doing that. '
2549. Your extension would be less expensive than a branch from Mr. Hamand’s line? Yes; it would 
not be easy to start from his line and run round there.
2550. You could get to Heutral Bay from the head of Lavender Bay for about £60,000 or £80,000 ? 
Yes, easily.
2551. You could get there for that, including resumption of land and works ? I believe so.
2552. That would be your answer to the statement that Heutral Bay is made more accessible by Mr. 
Hamand’s plan ? Yes.
2553. You have been obliged to go as far westward as you do go to avoid immense cutting and tunnel
ling ;—you could not have come more eastward with your line ? Ho ; we simply followed the contour 
of the ground.
2554. You follow the curve of the ridges as they descend towards the water ? Yes.
2555. It is only a tramway which could climb that ridge, I suppose ? That is all.
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2556. Tou think North Sydney would he best served by a tramway climbing the ridges, such as the present H. Deane,
tramway, and by a railway skirting the coast ? Yes. * Esq.
2557. That is the best way of getting to the top ? Tes. 9i>TT*'^~N
2558. The two routes will give accommodation to the present and prospective population ? Tes. The u 
G-overnment route keeps altogether out of the way of the tramway, and opens up fresh country for settle
ment.
2559. And the G-overnment tramway, together with the private tramway which is being constructed, will 
sufficiently meet the wants of the people on the ground f Quite.
2560. And branch tramways can be taken off from it if required ? Tes ; there is a proposal now to run 
a branch tramway along the Military-road.
2561. Tou think that Iramways are the best means of dealing with the ridges on North Shore ? Without 
giving the matter further consideration, I am inclined to think that they are.
2562. Tour line skirts the high ground at North Shore on the west, and Mr. Hamand’s on the east? 
k es.
2563. Tou neither of you accommodate the central portions of the high ground ? No ; because it is 
absurd to think that people will climb up and down a couple of hundred feet to get to the railway. I 
believe that a tramway is the best means of serving the heights.
2564. The alternative, then, really lies between skirting the high ground on the east and on the west ?
Tes.
2565. For the reasons that you have given, you prefer skirting it on the west ? Yes ; because such a 
line will be cheaper, shorter, and will serve the district better than the eastern route.
2566. i£r. O’Sullivan.'] Which line, in your opinion—the Government’s or Mr. Hamand’s—would serve 
the largest population, present and prospective ? The Government line.
2567. Can you tell us the cost of resumption upon the G-overnment line ? That has all been in evidence.
In an appendix to my evidence in the last inquiry into this work, I show how the estimate of cost could 
be reduced by cutting out £21,000 for the land on the Berry Estate. That would make the cost £87,000; 
but leaving out only half the amount mentioned, the total cost of land would be £97,500, exclusive of the 
land over the tunnel. I have not taken that land into consideration on either line, because we are not 
obliged to resume it To the £97,500 would be added £5,700 as the extra cost of land on the deviation of 
1 in 50, making £103,000 for the total cost of land on the Government route.
2568. What is your rough estimate of the cost of the land on Mr. Hamand’s line ? 1 put down £200,000 ; ■
I do not think you can reckon on less than that.
2569. So that the cost of land on his line would bo almost double that of the G-overnment line? Tou 
would have the most expensive land—that at Lavender Bay—on either line ; and on Mr. Hamand’s line you 
have to resume the land from Alfred-street up to the head of Neutral Bay—at any rate up to Bent-street.
2570. In the event of a line being sanctioned between Milson’s Point and Manly, would not a large por
tion of Mr. Hamand’s line be utilized for it ? I doubt it.
2571. Is it not laid out with that intention ? I cannot tell why Mr. Hamand laid it out in the way which
he has done. He mentioned that the line would come in for an extension to Manly, but I am very doubtful 
as to whether this would be the proper way to take it. '
2572. Have you had a survey made of any line between Milson’s Point and Manly ? No.
2573. Where do you think a line would branch off from North Shore to go to Manly? At the present 
moment, I am inclined to think that Manly does not require a railway at all; but if connection wasneces- 
sary I believe that atramwa3r would answer every purpose. It would be a very costly line to make, unless you 
made it as a tram-line. I believe that Mr. Hamand said that he has not examined the country beyond 
Middle Harbour ; but any one who had examined it would know that it would be frightfully expensive to 
carry a line round the shores of Middle Harbour in the way Mr. Hamand suggests. Tou* must have a 
swing-bridge over Middle Harbour, or else rise tip to a height and get a high-level bridge at the Spit.
2574.. Mr. Tonkin.] Considering the position of the two lines, would they serve the population on the high 
land in the centre pretty well ? As suburban lines they would not serve it at all.
2575. Neither of them ? Neither of them. I consider that the centre of St. Leonards, as a suburb of 
Sydney, is well served by the tramway.
2576. Neither line is proposed for the purpose of serving the existing population of the North Shore ?
Not as centred in the neighbourhood of the reserve or the Government offices.
2577. If that is so, will you tell us what amount of population you have on the western side of the G-overn
ment line, in comparison with the population on the eastern side of Mr. Hamand’s line ;—is there any 
population on the western side of the proposed Government line ? A good deal of it is still in the future.
2578. There is no population there at present ? There is some population on the other side of the tunnel, 
near Blue’s Point, but I cannot tell you what it is. There is a thicker population there than there is on 
Mr. Hamand’s line, beyond his tunnel.
2579. On the eastern side of Mr. Hamand’s proposed line, is there not a very much larger population than 
on the western side of the Government proposed line ? There is no population on the eastern side of Mr.
Hamand’s line which could use his line at all. On the eastern side of Neutral Bay there is a regular 
barrier of steep slopes.
2580. But where the streets are marked ? That is over the tunnel on the top. Those people would not 
be served ; they would not use the line.
2581. Beyond that again, at the head of Long Cove, is there any population of importance ? There is a 
population springing up between the end of Miller-street and the North Sydney-road.
2582. Would that be served by Mr. Hamand’s line? Tes ; but it will be better served by the private 
tramway.
2583. Do you think that the private tramway is likely to be constructed ? I could not say ; they have 
lately got an amended Bill through Parliament.
2584. I think you mentioned that the population on the North Sydney-road is something like a mile and 
a half from Mr. Hamand’s nearest station;—is the country between that population and Mr. Hamand’s 
proposed _sta,tion likely to be built upon—is it available for settlement ? Tes ; but it would also be served 
by the existing line.
2585. How tar is Mr. Hamand’s station from the existing line About half a mile, I should say.
2586. Is it situated where there is likely to be much population ? Yes ; the land there has been cut up,
and is pretty good land for building purposes. 2587.
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2587. Would not the people living there he the best served if Mr. Hamand’s line were constructed? I 
expect they would, because the line would go close along their houses, but then the question arises—is it 

22 Jul 1890 w01’t:^1 to incur an extra expense to go round that way and give them a slight advantage.
' 2588. Do you think that it is any advantage to have Mr. flamand’s line going so far towards a line that 
might be constructed to Manly ? I do not believe that it is.
2589. Mr. Hamand’s line would be so many miles on the way ? I do not believe that it would. I am 
not at all persuaded that this is the best way of getting to Manly. I think the level would be the wrong one.
2590. Do you think that if a line should be constructed to Manly any of Mr. Hamand’s line would be
likely to be used for the purpose ? No. * " '
2591. Suppose it were not constructed, but that it was decided to carry a line to Manly, would such a line 
be likely to go anywhere near where Mr. Hamand proposes to go ? I am very doubtful about it.
2592. Do you see any objection to that portion of Mr. Hamand’s line from Milson’s Point to where the 
junction is shown, supposing a line were, to be constructed to Manly? Tou mean would there be any 
objection to adopting that portion of the line and making a junction from it?
2593. Tes ? Possibly that might he considered, but I believe that it would turn out to be a very expensive 
route—the coast-line along there being very rugged.
2594. But do you think that there is a better route ? I am sure that the question could be solved in a 
better manner than by going that way.

- 2595. Putting the question of cost on one side altogether, do you think that the Government line would 
serve more population, not only at present, but also in the future than the line proposed by Mr. Hamand ? 
I am certain that if the whole country on each route were thickly populated, and the two lines cost exactly 
the same, the Government line wmuld be better than Mr. Hamand’s line.
2596. Mr. Dowel."\ Have you made a very careful examination of Mr. Hamand’s proposal? Tes ; I have 
been right over it.
2597. Tou have examined it sufficiently to justify you in giving an estimate of cost to the Committee ? 
I have had the quantities taken out.
2598. What is the cost of construction on the Government line ? The original estimate was £ 1.27,000, to 
which £16,000 have to be added for the deviation, making altogether £143,000, giving the total cost of the 
line, including land resumption, £246.200.
2599. Then you give the Committee to understand that the additional cost of Mr. Hamand’s line would he 
£175,000? That is it, I think.
2600. Have you made yourself acquainted with the tunnel on Mr. Hamand’s line ? I know where it is to be.
2601. What do you estimate wnll be the cost of the tunnel ? I put down the cost of the tunnel at £70 a 
yard. I have taken it as a double tunnel throughout, with the same construction as has usually been 
adopted on the Government lines here. Mr. Hamand, I believe, recommends two single tunnels, which 
would he. more costly than one tunnel, though I have not calculated the cost of two single tunnels. For 
the sake of comparison I have taken the cost of one double-line tunnel.
2602. Tou claim for the Government proposal a very considerable advantage in its utilizing more of the 
Lavender Bay frontage than Mr. Hamand’s line does ? Tes, and I think that that is a very material 
advantage.
2603. The Government line would give a large amount of wharfage space, and a much greater length of 
level to work upon, than Mr. Hamand’s line would give ? Tes.
2604. Tou consider it a great advantage at any station to have a considerable length of level running? 
Tou must, to do the shunting properly.
2605. It would be dangerous to shunt on a grade ? It would he excessively inconvenient.
2606. And dangerous also—trucks would be liable to run away, and all sorts of things might occur. Tou 
referred just now to a grade of 1 in 50 at Chatswood ; what is the length of that grade ? I do not 
remember exactly, but I believe about three quarters of a mile.
2607. Would it be possible to cut that grade out and make an easier grade there ? I don’t think it 
could be done.
2608. It could be done, hut at a considerable cost ? Tou can do nearly anything by paying for it.
2609. Would it he very expensive to cut that grade out? It would.
2610. And no corresponding gain would be made, because on the main northern line there are grades of 
1 in 40 that would have to be overcome? Tes.
2611. If the line were continued across the harbour, would not the station which Mr. Hamand proposes
at Careening Cove he very useful ? I do not see how it would come in at all. If there were a bridge
across the harbour, it would have to come in at some point on the Government line.
2612. Mr. Hamand’s station then would be of no use for the purpose of connecting with the bridge across 

■ the harbour? No—it would he too low down, for one thing.
2613. Having very carefully examined Mr. Hamand’s proposal, and the Government proposal, are you 
of the same opinion as you were when you gave evidence here last time, that the Government proposal is 
infinitely superior in every respect to Mr. Hamaud’s proposal ? Tes.
2614. On the score of cost, and because of the advantages to the public generally ? Tes.
2615. Mr. Lee.] Tou have a copy of Mr. Hamand’s estimate of cost before you ? Tes. I see that, by
an extraordinary coincidence, Mr. Hamand’s estimate almost agrees with mine, but he has taken the cost 
of land and compensation at £130,000, while I have put it down at £200,000. His estimate for works is 
£220,677, while mine was £221,000.
2616. Tou estimated the cost of Mr. Hamand’s line at £421,000, so that there is a d fference between
your estimate for his line and his own estimate of £70,323 ? Tes, and that is entirely due to the item 
“ land and compensation.” . ,
2617. Do you think the amount allowed by Mr. Hamand for roads and bridges, &c.—£13,000—is 
sufficient? No. I mentioned that my estimate for his line did not include these very costly road 
approaches, deviations, and so on. It would be impossible to make a full estimate of this without taking 
levels and seeing how the different streets could be dealt with.
2618. But Mr. Hamand includes them in his estimate ? Tes ; and so far he differs from me, because, if
a careful estimate were made of these works, I think the total cost would have to he increased by a pretty 
large sum. “
2619. Tou make Mr. Hamaud’s proposal cost £174,800 more than the Government proposal? Tes.
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2620. Ts your estimate of Mr. Hamand’s proposal a correct one? I think that it is as likely to he 
correct as Mr. Hamand’s is,
2621. If your estimate is right Mr. Hamand’s must he wrong? The difference is entirely due to the T
estimate of land and compensation. 22 Juv>1590

2622. Suppose the bulk ol the traffic of the line was beyond St. Leonards Station, would it bo an insuper
able difficulty that Mr. Hamand’s line was a mile and a quarter longer than the Government line? In 
going down the grade it would take longer to cover the extra distance, but in going up hill I dare say 
you would notice the difference less, because the trains would proceed more slowly up the steeper grade.
2623. But, remembering that so many people reside along the Illawarra line as far as Kogarah, and along
the main line as far^ as Homebush, would this 1 mile 25 chains of extra lenth bo likely to discourage 
settlement on the North Shore line ? [do not say that it would discourage settlement, but people would 
have the extra distance to travel. People 1\ miles out on Mr. Hamand’s line would only have about 6 
miles to come by the Government line. ‘
2624. Is,there not more probability of there being an intermediate traffic from the upper portion of Mr.
Hamand s line than from the upper portion of the Government line—that is about St. Leonards Station ?
I am certain that there would not he a greater traffic.
2625. Does not the population lie between St. Leonards Station and Lavender Bay ? Yes.
2626. Consequently, the line as it got lower down, would influence the traffic more than.it would higher 
up ? The Government line would induce settlement and gain revenue on its whole length, from the other 
side of Blue s Point-road up to the present St. Leonards Station, while I reckon that Mr. Hamand’s line 
would not serve the district through which it passes, until it got to the other side of the tunnel on the 
Middle tlarhour slope.
2627. You stated in reply to Mr. Tonkin, that you thought the point at which Mr. Hamand showed that 
a line might be taken to Manly Beach, was in your opinion, a wrong one ? I believe it to he the wrong one.
262£f Which point do you think would be the best to take it from onto Manly Beach? I am not in a 
position to say at present.
2629. Suppose the Government line were made to Milson’s Point, and it was the desire of the Govern
ment to extend it to Manly Beach, could it be brought round along the route now submitted by Mr.
Hamand as far as the big tunnel ? My impression is that if it were necessary to take the line to Manly, 
it would he far better to get it at a higher level—nearly at the top of the ridge, because the nearer you 
get to the top of these ridges the easier the work is.
2630. Supposing Mr. Hamand’s line were constructed, could it be used in any way to connect with the 
bridge across the harbour ? I do not consider that it could.
2631. Are you of opinion that such a bridge must go from the highest points ? That is the least costly 
way of making it, and the cost is always a consideration.
2632. The highest points are considerably above Milson’s Point and Lavender Bay? If the bridge had to 
he constructed, the nearest high point to the southern side of the harbour is M‘Mahon’s Point.
2633. If a bridge were at any time constructed from the high point across the harbour, could the railway 
line be extended from Milson’s Point to cross it? No ; it would not be made from Milson’s Point; hut 
it could he made to start from the Government line, about three-quarters of a mile hack.
2634. Could the bridge be approached more easily from the Government line than from Mr. Hamand’s 
line ? Yes. I do not consider that the bridge could be approached from Mr. Hamand’s line, except at 
very great cost.
2635. Could it he approached from the Government line without any extra cost ? Yes ; other than the 
cost of the approach to the bridge.
2636. Why ? Because the levels suit.
2637. 2Lr. Copeland^] Can you tell the Committee whatNis about the average cost for wear and tear per 
mile of running on a grade of 1 in 50 ? I have not any particulars here.
2638. I suppose we may understand that it would be greater on a grade of 1 in 50 than on a. grade of 
1 in 70 ? Not considerably greater. I do not see that it would affect the matter very much.
2639. Has not a computation been made of what it costs by wear and tear on the rails and wheels to bring 
up a train ? Going down hill, of course, there is more wear and tear, because of the action of the brake.
2640. Would there not be more wear and tear in bringing up a train on a grade of 1 in 50 than on a 
grade of 1 in 70? Yes.
2641. There would be more friction from the brakes ? Yes, naturally. You would have to allow a longer 
distance for stopping in, and the brakes would have to be put on earlier.
2642. And going up the grade there would he more waste of steam-power in starting ? No; there is 
nothing lost there. You have the same height to mount up, and the same work is done in each case.
2643. Does it not require a greater expenditure of power to take a train up a 1 in 50 grade than to take 
it up a 1 in 70 grade ? Of course it does ; but then the distance on the heavier grade is shorter, and the 
work done is exactly the same, unless the engine is overtaxed, but we are not assuming that.
2644. How is that you would have the same height to mount in both cases ? Supposing you have to go
up 350 feet------
2645. But that is supposing that both routes are the same ? No ; but they both have fairly level grades.
Mr. Hamand’s grade is 1 in 70 for nearly the whole distance, while the Government grade is 1 in 50.
There are no reverse grades, and you are mounting all the way. The work done in each case is exactly 
the same. Mr. Hamand does it more easily, but he has a longer distance to go.
2646. In going from A to B, although the ultimate level to be obtained would he the same, might there 
not be a number of routes differing greatly in grade, rising at some points and descending at others; 
would there not be a greater waste of power if you went up a rise of 50 feet and then down again, than it 
you took a more level route with a grade of 1 in 70? Decidedly ; but you are assuming that in one case 
you lose in some places whatever height you gain in others, but on the Government line we do not do 
that. Every inch in height we gain we keep.
.2647. But I am not comparing the different grades on the same route. Here we have two routes, and 
there may not be the same declivities on Mr. Hamand’s route that there are on yours ? No; but we are 
mounting all the time.
2648. But you may mount and descend, and mount and descend again ? But we do not do that, although 
Mr. Hamand really does. He has to rise to a slightly higher point than we do in the Government route.
2649. Mr. Hamand s section shows that the steepest grade on his line is 1 in 70, and that the grade varies
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from 1 in 70 to 1 in 290. Would it not be much cheaper per running mile to work a railway with these 
grades than to work the G-overnment line with a grade of 1 in 50 ? Yes, certainly, per mile.

„ T , , 2650. It would be cheaper per mile to work Mr. Hamand’s railway than to work the G-overnment22 July, 1890. raihvay? To a s%ht J

2651. Would not the additional 1 mile 25 chains on Mr. Hamand’s line bring in more revenue to the 
G-overnment. Would not the Government charge for that extra length ? Yes ; they would.
2652. They would receive more revenue by way of fares P The fares would be increased, but there is a
point in connection with this, which did not strike mo before, and it is this, that a place 7 miles distant 
from the terminus on the Government line is further out, and in better country than a place 7 miles out 
on Mr. Hamand’s line, so that the Government would get the advantage of settlement further out, and in 
a better andlmore favoured district, by their scheme than by Mr. Hamand’s. Strathfield is 7 miles from 
Sydney—taking it as the natural limit of the thick population which will spring up, 7 miles along the 
Government line wmuld be nearly 83 miles on Mr. Hamand’s line, and if the population is limited by the 
7 miles distance, the district which is likely to be populated, is shortened in length by Mr. Hamand’s line, 
and there would be less revenue forthcoming. -
2653. Why fix 7 miles ? You could take 10 miles, if you liked; the comparison would be the same. 
2651. Do I understand you to take up the position that there is a greater population on the Government 
line than on Mr. Hamand’s line? I am considering the future population. The shorter you can make 
the journey to the high land, say at Gordon, the better for the Government and the railway revenue.
2655. But what warrant have we for assuming that population will increase at a greater ratio on the 
Government line than on Mr. Hamand’s line ? I do not say that it will. I say that by shortening this 
portion of the line you render greater the length of district available for traffic purposes. I think that 
the population will increase very much between St. Leonards and Milson’s Point; but I also believe that 
there will be a very large population going out to Gordon, on account of its height above the sea.
2656. I suppose you will not dispute the fact that at the present time there is more population on Mr. 
Hamand’s route than on the Government route ? I dispute the fact that Mr. Hamand’s route would 
serve even now the larger population, because it is my opinion that it would not serve a large portion of 
the district through which it jiasses.
2657. Are there not more people settled on Mr. Hamand’s route? There may be, but I do not consider 
that that has anything whatever to do with it. The thickest population on Mr. Hamand’s line is over the 
tunnel, but those people are not served by the railway. There is also a thick population near the second 
station, but the people there would not be served by the line, because the station is in a hole, while the 
people further down are not served, because they can w'alk to Milson’s Point more easily than they can 
take the train.
2658. Without railways or tramways, we find that the people have settled in larger numbers on the route 
that Mr. Hamand has chosen ? Yes ; that show's that the railway is not necessary—that the people there 
are already sufficiently accommodated.
2659. It must be admitted that the people have, without the convenience of a railway or tramway, settled 
in greater numbers along Mr. Hamand’s route than along the Government route. Is not that a good 
reason why w'e should believe that in future they will settle along there to a much greater extent if they 
get the railway ? That is not my opinion.
2660. What grounds have you for believing that people will settle in greater numbers on the western 

„ hue ? Because there is a greater length available. I say that the length available for settlement on
Mr. Hamand’s line only commences when you get to Willoughby Palls.
2661. At the present time there is virtually no population on the Government route—very little popula
tion ? There is a little population on the other side of Blue’s Point.
2662. Is not a stern chase a long chase. Will it not take some time with the population on the Berry’s 
Bay route to catch up to the existing population on Mr. Hamand’s route ? No ; I am not at all sure 
about it; but I am inclined to think that an estimate of the population on both routes, excluding that 
part of the population on Mr. Hamand’s route, which I say would not be served by his line at all, would 
be greater than on the Government line.
2663. Let us consider the Government line. In the first place, on the western side of that line there is 
no population, while, on the eastern side, you can only count upon the population to within half way of 
the tramway, because those nearer to the tramway would be likely to use it ? Yes ; most probably.
2661. Halt of the people living between the tramway and the Government line would use the tramway, 
and the other half would use the railway ? Yes ; something of that sort, I daresay.
2665. So that on the western side of the Government line you have no population, and on the eastern 
side you have only half the population between the railway and the tramway ? I daresay that there is 
not very much population at present, but there is plenty of room for population on the western side, and 
surely we have to consider the future population on this line quite as much as the present population.
2666. Would not that apply to Mr. Hamand’s line as well ? No ; I do not think it would.
2667. What is your reason for that opinion ? I have been endeavouring to give it to you. I have shown 
that I consider that the first part of Mr. Hamand’s line would not serve the district through which it 
goes. His first station is situated in a locality which is already admirably served by steamer and tram ; 
his second station at the head of the creek at Neutral Harbour, and before the entrance to the tunnel, is 
right down in a hole, and would not serve the surrounding population, which is for the most part situated 
nearly 200 feet higher ; his line, therefore, would not serve any population until you get to the further 
end. of the tunnel; beyond that point there is a considerable length of line before you come to the 
station. At Cammeray-road there is very little population, though there is plenty of room for it. I admit 
that it -would be a good thing, if it was not too costly, to make a railway for the future population about 
Miller-street, if they had no tramway ; but they have one which will serve them better than the railway. 
Then again, although there is a population on the North Sydney-road, Mr. Hamand’s railway would not 
serve ik because a new station at 93 miles on the Government line would be nearer to them.
2668. Now will you commence on the Government railway. Starting from Milson’s Point, at the head of . 
Lavender Bay,.I suppose no one would be iikel}'-to make use of the railway? No. But the Govern
ment line provides wharfage, which Mr. Hamand’s line does not.
2669. But we are speaking now of population. There is no regular steam trade to Berry’s Bay at the 
present time ? No.
2670. Simply because there is no population. But if the population which we anticipate in the future 
were settled there, would there not be a steam ferry running in competition with the railway, just as

there

88 PARLIAMENTAEY STANDING COM1IITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEKS—MINUTES OF ETIDENCE—

H. Deane, 
Esq.



1057

there is a steam ferry from Neutral Bay, which would run in competition with Mr. Hamand’s route? H. Deane, 
Why has the steam ferry not been started then. E8<1-
2671. I suppose because there is no population. Do you not think that if the population which you 
have predicted were to settle at Berry’s Bay, there would be a ferry service from there to Sydney ? No 2 u 
one runs a ferry there now, because there is no population, and if we bring a railway there the population 
will increase.
2672. And is it not reasonable to suppose that as soon as the population increases a ferry will come into 
existence ? Even if it did it would not make very much difference.
2673. Would not such a steam ferry be running in competition with the Government railway, just as the 
Neutral Bay ferry would run in competition with Mr. Hamand’s railway ? There might be, under these 
circumstances, some competition, but I do not know that there is anything to lead one to suppose that 
where once you have established a railway a second means of conveyance will enter into competition with it..
The population about the 12-mile peg would sooner go the shorter distance to the train than to the water.
2674*. What is the distance from Gore’s Creek to your railway station ? It is not very far, but the height from 
the water there is considerable, and the people would not like to run up and down to catch steamers.
2675. Would not the people between your Hue and the water be more likely to go down hill to a steam 
ferry than up hill to a railway ? It is all high land round Ball’s Head, and I am certain that the people 
living about there would very much prefer going to the railway to going to the water.
2676. Until you get to the 11-mile peg, the distance of the Government scheme from navigable water
varies from 1 chain to a quarter of a mile. Would not the people living on that land be more likely to travel 
by steam ferry to Sydney than to patronize the Government railway ? I am very doubtful bf it. If they 
could run down in the train to the North Shore, and go across in the ferry, it would be quicker and 
easier for them than to go down to the water’s edge on foot. •
2677. Starting from Milson’s Point, for several miles your route runs parallel to the navigable W'aters,
whereas Mr. Hamand’s route goes away from them and runs inland, where there is, and can be, no ferry 
competition ? But you are forgetting the fact that Mr. Hamand’s line, although it goes away from the 
water for the first 2 miles, picks up no traffic. ‘
2678. But is your line likely to pick up much traffic for the first 2 miles ? Tes ; I believe a great deal 
of traffic.
2679. The people will prefer to travel by railway rather than to travel by ferry boat? Tes. The end of 
the 2 miles is about three quarters of a mile from the St. Leonards Station.
2680. Por a great part of the way people would actually have to leave the water’s side to get to your 
railway—it would not be more than a chain away from the water ? I would leave that part out of con
sideration, and still, beyond doubt, there would be a greater population served by the Government line.
People living half way between the Bay-road and the Lane Cove-road would certainly prefer to go down 
to the railway.
2681. Are they not served by the present tramway ? It would be easier for them to go to the railway 
than to go to the tramway. Purther along the line the ground is very high.
2682. Considering the number of trams that there are running and the small number of trains that there '
would be, is it not more likely that people would prefer to take the chance of catching a tram before that
of catching a train ? I do not think so.
2683. Taking Mr. Hamand’s estimate of £350,677 for his line, I understand that the difference in cost 
between the two proposals is £95,523 ? I do not acknowledge Mr. Hamand’s estimate.
2684*. But you have already stated that your estimate is very near his, less the cost of land resumption ?
Tes. ’
2685. Would we not be justified in looking upon that as an evidence of Mr. Hamand’s capabilities of 
forming an accurate estimate ? I do not object to Mr. Hamand’s estimate ; it tallies in a remarkable 
manner with mine, though I pointed out in the first place that there are inaccuracies on the section, 
which, if corrected, would increase the cost of work, and in the second place there is the question of 
approaches for roads, which I have not been able to estimate, and which I have not included, but which, 
if a reliable estimate had to be made, should be properly worked out. .
2686. I understood you to say that you had not gone into a careful estimate so as to be able to check Mr.
Hamand’s estimate with regard to the land resumptions ? Tes ; I have simply taken the old estimate as 
a basis. ’
2687. Might we not as fairly consider that Mr. Hamand’s estimate is correct as that yours is ? No.
2688. .Por what reason—if Mr. Hamand has gone over the ground, and if he has the same data as you 
have, is he not competent to form an estimate ? The Land Valuer’s estimate of the value of the land on 
the Government line, with certain deductions which I have mentioned, is £103,200, and Mr. Hamand 
only reckons £130,000 for the land along his route—that is to say, he only allows £27,000 for the difference 
in distance and in the quality of the land through which he passes—I say that that is not enough.
2689. But all land is not of equal value ? No, it is not. There is one advantage in the Government line
—it does not destroy any house property—while Mr. Hamand’s line goes through a lot of houses. Even 
supposing the land were not valuable, these houses would have to be paid for, but the land on Mr. '
Hamand’s route is much more valuable than the land on any portion of the Government line west of 
Lavender Bay. -
2690. Would not the land in the Government line be of much greater value, seeing that it has mostly 
water frontage, than the land on Mr. Hamand’s line ? The land on the Government Hue is not close to 
the water. We should not take any water frontages, except at Lavender Bay.
2691. But you would not be more than 1 or 2 chains away from the water ? We should not be very far 
away ; but even if we did take the land we should have the water frontage. I have not valued the land—■ 
the Land Valuer has done it.
2692. At any rate, taking your estimate for the Government proposal as £24.6,100, and Mr. Hamand’s 
estimate as £350,677, we have a difference in the estimated cost of the two routes of £95,523 ? But you 
have no right to take Mr. Hamand’s estimate of his line and mine for my line—you must go on the 
same basis for both. The difference lies chiefly in the estimated cost of the land, because I have not 
taken into account the errors in the section, which may amount to a good deal, or the road approaches, 
which are most important. I am most distinctly of opinion that Mr. Hamand’s estimate of £130,000 
for land resumption is certainly not more than two-thirds of what it should be. I am convinced of that.
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The lion. And be w Gabban 
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphebx. 
The Hon. "William Joseph Tbickett. 
Jacob Gabbard, Esq.
Henbt Copeland, Esq.

WEDNESDAY, 23 JULY, 1890. 
iPueuBitt:—

The Hon. JOHN LACKEY (Yice-Chaieman).
James Ebenezeb Tonkin, Esq. 
"William Springthorpe Dowel, Esq. 
Edward William O’Sullitan, Esq. 
Charles Alebed Lee, Esq. 
William M'Coubt, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway to connect the North Shore Bailway with the
deep waters of Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point.

Arthur Samuel Hamand, Esq., sworn, and further examined :—•
A. S. 2693. Vice-Chairman.'] You have come to give evidence upon the alteration in the route from Lavender 
Esq’ at St- Leonards Station, suggested by you? Yes; but before you go into that question I should

like to say that it has been suggested that somebody prompted me as to this particular route—somebody 
23 July, 1S90. ^n^eres^ec^n In answer to that, I wish to say that I do not know anybody on the

’ North Shore who is interested in the route.
2694. Mr. Garrard.'] Has any member of the Committee made that suggestion ? Ido not think I need tell 
you exactly who it was made the suggestion, but nobody has moved me in the matter. I have acted solely upon 
my own judgment with the desire to obtain a route which would best serve the interests of the public.
2695. Mr. Copeland.] I think that if any member of the Committee made the suggestion it would be a 
desirable think for you to say so ? No member of the Committee made the suggestion.
2695!. Vice-Chairman.] Have you been very long engaged in the examination of the route which you 
propose ? Not very long. I know the North Shore very well.
2696. You would not call yours a complete survey ? I should call it a trial survey. I know very well 
that when the line comes to he staked out I can reduce the cost. When I sent my estimate into the 
Committee I asked particularly that it should not be forwarded to the Works Department, because I had 
already some experience of how the Works Department dealt with my figures and statements, and I very 
much preferred that they should have made an independent estimate. Thev had the section and the plan and 
description, and they could go over the country, so that they were just as well able to make an estimate 
as I was myself.
2697. You do not regard your estimate as a conclusive one ? lam quite sure that it is too liberal. Now, 
as to the question of land. So far as the works are concerned, Mr. Deane admitted yesterday that his 
estimate and mine were identical—that the only difference was in the estimate of land. Now, if you will 
look for a moment at Mr. Deane’s figures, you will see that he estimates the value of land on my line to 
he £200,009, while I put it at £130,000. Mr. Deane did not tell you how he was going to make up his 
£200,000, and, in fact, he would have had some difficulty in doing so ; but I will tell you how I made up 
my £130,000, and then I will apply the valuation which he puts upon the land on his line to the land 
upon my line, and you will see that his estimate of £200,000 is all nonsense. He said, yesterday, that 
those figures were not final, that he had not been into the matter, and all that kind of thing; but it is 
nonsense to give an estimate unless you have something approximate to go on. I know that £130,000 is 
a liberal figure, and I will show you exactly how I arrived at it. I put down £55,000 for the foreshores 
of Lavender Bay, from Milson’s Point to the Alfred-street tunnel, and the balance, £75,000, I spread over 
3! miles of line, so that you will see that that 3! miles of line would cost about £23,000 a mile. Now, if 
you will take the Government line, you will see that they occupy in Lavender Bay a frontage of 52 
chains, while I only occupy 35 chains there—that is to say, the Government line" takes up half as much 
again in length of frontage in Lavender Bay as my line does. I put a valuation of £55,000 upon the 
35 chains which I take up. If you add 50 per cent, to that, it comes to £82,500, which, I believe, is 
below the figure Mr. Deane gave you as the cost of the resumption of the land around Lavender Bay on 
the Government route.
2698. Mr. Tonkin^] Mr. Deane’s estimate of the cost of resumption on the eastern shore of Lavender 
Bay is something over £67,000? Yes, and then there is the land at the head of Lavender Bay to add to 
that. You see that I have absorbed, at Lavender Bay, £82,000 out of the £103,000 which MrJDeane has 
allowed for land and resumption on the whole of the Government route. £82,000 subtracted from 
£103,400 leaves £21,000, and the last amount has to be spread over 1 mile 70 chains on the Government 
route, which works out about £12,000 a mile. Now, I think that those gentlemen who have been over the 
route will have no difficulty in coming to the conclusion that if £12,000 a mile for land is enough between 
Blues Point-road and St. Leonards Station, £23,000 a mile is certainly enough for land between Alfred- 
street, round the Middle Harbour shores, to Miller-street, North Sydney-road, and so on, £23,000 a 
mile is a great deal more than enough for it, and I put it to you as a matter of common sense if it is not 
so. You will not find any two land agents likely to agree on this subject. When two land agents go into 
court, one generally says double what the other says, according to whichever side he is on. Again, if you . 
consider the acreage resumed on each route, you will find that the resumptions upon the Government 
route, apart from the Lavender Bay land—upon the mile and 70 chains—come to £1,500 and £1,600 an 
acre, while the land upon my line is estimated to be worth on the average over £2,000 an acre.*
2699. Mr. Hnmphery.] What area of land do you allow to a mile of railway ? 10 acres to the mile. I
have talien Ihe same acreage to the mile in each case. I hope I have made it pretty clear to you that the 
estimate for land upon my route is amply sufficient. At any rate you may see from the figures which I 
have quoted that my estimate for land on the route which I recommend is more liberal than Mr. Deane’s 
estimate for the Berry’s Bay route. There is one other point upon which I wish to say something. The 
station in what was not very euphoniously called the “ Hole”—we will call it the Yalley—the station near 
Bent-street, was said to he of no use whatever, because the summit of the ridge was 200 feet above it. 
The summit of the ridge is 200 feet above it, but that is only one street. The streets come down to the 
level of the line, and go 100 feet below it, so t hat it is ridiculous to talk about the height of the ground

, preventing
*]Stote {on revision) .■—The figures per acre should be £1,200 per acre on the Grovernment route, and £2,300 per acre 

on my route, if ten acres per mile are reckoned in both cases.
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preventing people from coming down to the railway station—they have to come down now to the ferry. A. S.
At Lavender Bay people go up and down a couple of hundred feet without thinking much about it, and Hamand, 
if they will do that to get to a ferry they would do it to get to a railway. But if the traffic justified it, 
there would not be the slightest difficulty in putting in a hydraulic lift at this place. Such lifts are in 
operation upon the Mersey railway, where the line descends under the river, and where the stations are ’
only 80 or 100 feet below the surface.
2700. Mr. Oopeland.~\ Have vou any interest on the North Shore at all ? Not the slightest.
2701. A re you interested in any way, directly or indirectly, in either route? Not in the slightest.
2702. So you have no personal motive to serve in advocating this route ? Not the slightest.
2703. Are you likely to receive, or have you been promised, any consideration in connection with the 
matter ? I do not like the question at all, but I would not advise anybody to try that on with me.
2704. Tou have not been promised anything by the Committee in the way of remuneration ;—you have not 
been engaged by the Committee? No ; this is all pure philanthropy.
2705. All voluntary on your part ? Perfectly. My reason for proposing the route was simply this : I 
knew that the Committee had decided against the Government route before, as not being a suitable one, 
or, at any rate, as not being required in that direction ; and I was surprised to see that the Department, 
endeavoured to force the line down your throats by submitting it again without any material alteration.
Then I observed that you were going to Cremorne and other places looking for routes, and it came into 
my mind that I knew the route which would serve the country best, and I therefore sent you a sketch 
of it. ‘
2706. The trouble you have taken is purely and simply in the public interest? Entirely.
2707. In order to see what you considered the best line constructed ? That is it.
2708. T suppose it is not part of an engineer’s profession to value land for resumption ? No ; but I have 
very often bought laud myself for railway purposes. An engineer can vary the cost of land considerably.
He can vary the cost materially if he goes hand in hand with the land agent and arranges the route. The 
slightest variation sometimes affects the price at which you are going to buy land very materially. In 
cases of this sort, where the land is valuable, I never allow a line to be staked out until the land-owners 
have all been consulted.
2709. Still, in making the estimate of the total amount to be paid for land resumptions, I suppose you 
must have gone pretty well by the rule of thumb—you had no valuations to guide you—you have not 
had the assistance of a land agent ? I do not think that a land agent is very much assistance generally.
He cannot tell you much more than you can find out without him. Yery often a land agent is used as a 
cloak for responsibility.
2710. I suppose in this case you have adopted the rule generally adopted by engineers in furnishing a 
report to the Department—you have simply made a rough estimate of the cost of the land ? Ido not 
think that it is very rough ; I think I could buy the laud for that price to-morrow, and for a good deal 
less.
2711. Tou consider that you have allowred a liberal estimate ? I have never had a case where my estimate 
has been exceeded, either for land or works.
2712. Tou have had similar cases to this ? I have had similar cases to this.
2713. This is not the first railway that you have laid out? Not by a great number. I have not only 
acted as an engineer, but I have also acted as a contractor. I have carried out works myself, and know 
their value down to a 6d,
2714. Are you a member of the Engineering Association ? I was made a member of the institution of 
Civil Engineers in 1870—twenty years ago.
2715. So that your scientific training is quite sufficient to qualify you for making an independent survey 
like this, and for forming estimates similar to that with which you have furnished the Committee ? Tes.
I do not believe in engineering which is merely technical; I think it ought to be commercial as well. I 
have endeavoured to put this matter before you in a common sense—commercial way—not merely from 
an engineering point of view, so that you could form a judgment for yourselves.
2716. Dr. Garran.] Starting from Milson’s Point, I understand that you only keep the wharf level for a 
sufficient length for a passenger station? I am very glad you asked me this question, because I wanted 
to make an explanation in reference to this matter. I show the line as being constructed somewhat out
in the water. The water at this place is shallow—the ground runs out flat; and if you want to build a .
wharf there, you must either put it well out in the water or dredge and excavate so that vessels may be
brought alongside the land. Although I show the middle line well out in the water, it is really only a
small distance out, and if it were determined that it would be better to have the line on the land instead -
of on the water it would be perfectly easy to make the alteration ; but my idea was to construct the line
where I show it. Tou will observe on the section that the line at onepoint is some 20 feet above the Quay
level. There will be no difficulty in running the railway over head at that point and using the bottom
level for wharf purposes. Then something was said yesterday, and very much was attempted to be made
out of it, about my having only 600 feet for a station. I wish here to remark that the bulk of Mr. Deane’s
figures were extremely elastic, and sometimes they were pulled one way and sometimes the other. This
600 feet is, as a matter of fact, more nearly 700 feet, and the length is plainly shown on the section to be
660 feet, which is just twice the length of the longest platform which you have in the colony, and it is
the length of the longest train which you could run on the line, whether for goods or passengers. It is just
long enough to do the shunting comfortably. Tou will not have a great quantity of goods there; but, if you
did, it would be perfectly easy to work the traffic. The whole of the goods sidings will be led up to one
junction with-the main line for the purpose of having the proper interlocking apparatus and signals, so as
to close the main line to all goods shunting and that sort of thing ; but if you preferred a longer length
of level, you would only have to raise the station, making itT2 feet above the water instead of 8 feet, and
you could have double the length of level, though it would be of no use to you.
-‘-717. If you make the passenger station 12 feet above the wharf level, all the passengers will have to go 
up steps to the station, and will have to carry their luggage up ? They may go up steps, or up a slight 
slope.
2718. Do you think that that is an advantage ? Do you know the present level of the Quay above water
level ? ■ "
2719. We put the wharf level at 6 feet above high-water mark ? Well, suppose your line of rails is 12
feet above it, there would not be much inconvenience. 2720.

BAIWAY TO COOTECT NOBTH SHOEE EAIWAY WITH POET JACKSON, AT MILSON’S POINT. . 91



1060

92 JAKIilAHENTABY STAB'I)IjN''G COMMITTEE OH PUBLIC WOUKS—MIHUTES OE EVIDENCE—

A. S, 
Hamand, 

Esq.

23 July, 1890.

2720. But where you meet a steam ferry, is it not best to bring the line of rails in at the wharf level ? I 
think you will find that the present tram terminus is somewhere about 12 feet above water level ? I dare
say you will remember that the passage through the arch is all on the rise.
2721. But the tram passengers are purely suburban passengers, who do' not carry any luggage; with the 
train we should have passengers coming from a longer distance ? Tou will never get passengers from a 
long distance here.
2722. Tou are proceeding on the assumption that Milson’s Point will never be anything but a suburban 
passenger station ? That it will never be anything but a suburban passenger station.
2723. And having the railway platform 12 or more feet above the water level will be no greater incon
venience than it is to have the tram terminus that height above the water level ? Not in the least.
2724. Tou have between 600 and 700 feet of station level ? Tes.
2725. Tou go on the assumption that more than that length will not be wanted, because there will be no
heavy goods traffic requiring a longer wharfage space here ? If there were you could not possibly stand 
it on the main line ; you must bring it to the terminus and shunt back. '
2726. Would you bring the trucks into the passenger station and shunt them back along the level? 
Certainly. It is not necessary to bring them on the actual lines of rails occupied by the passenger trains ; 
there may be other lines of rails.
2727. But you must come to that level ? Tes.
2728. Tou must push your goods trains to the end of the station before you shunt back ? Tes.
2729. Is it a good arrangement to bring goods under the passenger shed and then take them back again ? 
They would be outside the passenger station on another set of rails.
2730. Parallel with it ? Tes.
2731. But practically in the same yard ? That is so everywhere ; it is so at Bedfern. _
2732. Is it not a most awkward arrangement at Redfern to have the goods lines splitting across the 
passenger lines ? Tou must have that at some point; you must bring all your traffic on one line of rails, 
and there must be some point where they diverge. As long as you have interlocking apparatus ann a 
system of signals there is no more danger in these trains crossing than there is in running them upon the 
main line.
2733. At Lavender Bay, according to the Government scheme, the goods are taken along the water’s 
edge while the passengers will go inside, near the cliff, without crossing the goods line? No ; you must 
surely cross. The only difference is that on the Government route it is proposed to do it at the head of 
Lavender Bay, instead of at Milson’s Point, as in my proposal.
734. They diverge there ? They must cross. .

2735. The up and down goods must? You are simply transferring the point of junction from Milson’s
Point to the head of Lavender Bay. * # _
2736. But making it far more convenient, I imagine ? It might be so if you were actually going to con
vert the whole of the Lavender Bay frontage into a wharf.
2737. That is the Government scheme. It is proposed to have the goods traffic along the edge of the 
bay, and the passenger traffic behind that, so that on the wharf level the two kinds of trains, do not cross 
one another. The only point at which they would cross would be after starting upon a journey. No 
shunting of goods would ever come upon the passenger lines ? Not after you reach the head of Lavender 
Bay, but there you would have the same thing to do as jrou would have.to do at Milson’s Point with my 
scheme.
2738. But there wrould be no shunting on the passenger flat ? Nor would there be in my case. If you 
wanted to get to the wharves, you -would simply back the train.
2739. Tour plan is to give 600feet of space at Milson’s Point, and, if a goods traffic is to be provided for, to
shunt back along the water’s edge ? The local goods station would be close to Milson’s Point—that is, 
the station for goods required between Sydney and Hornsby. . .
2740. A suburban goods wharf ? Tes. There is no more difficulty about working trains down to 
Milson’s Point and back again than there is about Working from Lavender Bay. It is a mere question of
convenience. _
2741. After you pass your 600 feet you rise at once with a gradient ? Certainly.
2742. In order to shorten the tunnels and to get your elevation as quickly as possible, you have no
other possible route open to you than to go to the head of Lavender Bay, and by a short tunnel into the 
valley of Neutral Bay ;—there is no other route practically available? No, I think not. I think that is 
the best way of taking the line. . _
2743. When you once get into the Neutral Bay valley you have nothing to do but to follow it up until 
you come to the tunnel under Military-road ? I do not know whether it is worth mentioning, but there 
are two valleys in Neutral Bay—one at the head of Careening Cove.
2744. That is a small subsidiary one? Tes. From that point you may go round Neutral Bay,
Kirribilli Point, or anywhere you like. ’
2745. But if you want to go to St. Leonards Station, you have practically nothing to do, when you get 
into the valley at Neutral Bay, but to tunnel up and come out at the other side ;—the line is marked out 
by nature ? Tes ; the valley seems to be made for the line to go up it.
2746. When you come out on the other side your course is equally marked out. Tes.
2747. Tou have heard what Mr. Deane said about the rock cutting? No, unfortunately I did not hear 
it, as I was not here then ; but I see by the newspapers that Mr. Deane talks about a hill there. I have 
laid out the line to avoid that hill, and Mr. Deane cannot have looked over the plan very carefully or he 
would have seen that I avoid it.
2748. Tou go a little more round than is marked on the map, because Mr. Deane says you must have a 
deep cutting ? I see that somebody has sketched out an imaginary hill upon the map. The hill does not 
go out as far as it is shown to do, and the line just skirts the end of it. But we will assume for the 
moment that Mr. Deane is right: then all I can say is, that it would be very easy to push the line out a 
little bit.
2749. As a matter of fact, you go round the hill ? Tes.
2750. Mr. Deane told us that if you do go round the hill you will have an embankment at the head of 
Willoughby Bay which will be quite as expensive as the cutting ? That sounds very pretty, but it does 
not happen to be true.

2751.
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2751. If you escape Scylla do you not encounter Chacybdis ; if you get rid of the cutting will you not 
have a corresponding difficulty in the way of an embankment ? No, certainly not. Mr. Deane’s idea is 
that the line is not shown so close to the Falls as I intend it to go, and that if I bring the line out further 
I shall be into the Falls. Now the line is some 3 or 4 chains away from the Falls, so that it is quite 
possible to bring it much closer to them ; and, in fact, I intend it to do that.
2752. Mr. Garrard.~] It amounts to this, that the diagram before the Committee does not correctly 
represent your plan ? No; one is on a very large scale, and the other on a very small one.
2753. Dr. Garran.~] After you pass the cutting, you sweep round by the base of the hill to the private 
bridge ? Tes, round the slope of the hill.
2754. Crossing the street where they descend to the suspension bridge, and from there you go on and 
join the St. Leonards Station ? Tes.
2755. I understand you to admit that your line will cost about £100,000 more than the Government line 
will cost ? Let us say £90,000.
2756. Tou told us on a previous occasion that you had been a director of a railway company—can you 
tell us what there is in your route to justify an increased outlay of £90,000? Tou open up a district 
which is certainly a better district for building in, since it commands magnificent prospects and is more 
likely to be rapidly developed than the district through which the Government line goes.
2757. Do you think that the extra traffic likely to be brought ou to your line would pay the interest on 
the extra capital ? I think that the first 4 miles of line will earn more than all the rest put together.
2758. Tou mean as far as the Bent-street station ? As far as St. Leonards Station.
2759. Do you think that the larger investment in your line would be more productive than the smaller 
investment on the Government line ? Tes. Throughout this inquiry I have treated you, gentlemen, as 
the board of directors of a commercial company, and have advised you precisely as if you were that.
2760. I asked Mr. Deane yesterday whether your scheme made Neutral Bay accessible, and he seemed 
to think that you would have some difficulty in getting down to Neutral Bay to utilize the shore line 
there ? I have a much greater opinion of Mr. Deane’s ability than to suppose that he could not get to 
Neutral Bay, or Cremorne, or anywhere else, if he choose, from my line.
2761. From what point in your line would you branch off to use the two sides of Neutral Bay, leaving 
Careening Cove out to begin with ? Then it is very easy to come down round the head of the bay. The 
upper part of the bay will be reclaimed.
2762. Would you follow the red line marked on the plan ? It would be too straight; my line would be 
a little more curved than that. There are various ways of coming down to the water—you might come 
down on either side of the promontory between Careening Cove and Neutral Bay, or you might come 
down through the middle of that promontory, and cut off the head of Neutral Bay and reclaim it.
2763. If you come down the middle of the promontory do I understand that you would shunt back to 
the coast line ? Tou would come through in short cuttings, or with the tunnel.
2764. Anyway, you could utilize Neutral Bay from your line ? There is not the slightest difficulty about 
it. The members of the Committee have seen the whole country, and they can see for themselves that 
there is no difficulty about it.
2765. Are you able to form any opinion as to which would be the better bay for big ships —Lavender Bay 
or Neutral Bay ? There is no comparison between the two—Neutral Bay, of course. The depth of 
water in Lavender Bay is not sufficient to' allow big-sized vessels to turn round.
2766. If we are to contemplate big shipping at the North Shore we had better direct our attention to 
Neutral Bay than to Lavender Bay ? Tes ; and besides, all the ships coming to Lavender Bay would 
have to cross the narrow part of the harbour where the ferries are.
2767. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] Tou said just now that you expected that the line from Milson’s Point to St. 
Leonards would earn more than all the rest of the line from Hornsby. I presume that in saying that 
you had an eye to the future ? Tes.
2768. Do you know the number of houses on the first mile of your line from the St. Leonards Station? 
No, I do not, but there are a great number dotted about—many more than you think.
2769. I understand that there are only thirty-four? Within what distance of the line on either side.
2770. Along the proposed line ? That is all nonsense. ■
2771. I am given to understand that there are thirty-four houses on the first mile and seventy-six on the 
second ? Tou must inquire what width on either side of the line was taken. There are houses dotted 
about here and here. [Deferring to ihe map.]
2772. At the present time there is not a very large population any way ? There is not likely to be,
because they cannot get to town. ’
2773. Do you think that rocky land can compete with the good land on the western side, which is 
admirably suited for residential purposes ? I am not sure that I understand the drift of your question. 
2/74. On your line, near North Sydney, where the suspension bridge is being constructed, and all about 
that locality, the land is very rocky, is it not;—do you think that that land is likely to compete as a 
residential suburb with the land between Lavender Bay and the St. Leonards Station, on the Government 
route ? I no not think that people would consider that much. They would not go in for market gardening 
or anything of that sort, when they put up their houses. Besides, numbers of people prefer rocks.
2775. People who build in the suburbs like to have gardens ;—do you not think that they would prefer to 
build in a country where the soil is good before building on sandstone? Tou will find that all this 
country is covered with soil except where the line goes.
2776. Tou are aware that the tramway runs up the side of the reserve opposite where your line goes, and 
must certainly command the traffic from the high part of the land there ? My experience of traffic is 
this : that the man who goes by tramway does so until he has got a railway, when he deserts the tramway 
and somebody else takes his place in it. But tramways and steam-boats are very useful factors in develop
ing a district, and if I own a railway I never object to a tramway or steam-boat or omnibus alongside of 
it. They all help to develop the district, and, although for a time they detract from the receipts of the 
railway, yet in the course of a year or two, by multiplying the number of passengers in the district, they 
increase the traffic, and bring back to the railway more than they took away from it.
2777. Tou think that this tramway will act more as a feeder to than as a sucker from the railway ? Tes.
If I owned the railway and had power to take up the tramway, and abolish the steam-boats, I would not 
do it. '

A. S.
Hamand,

Esq.

23 July, 1890.

2778.



1062

! A. S. 2778. Mr. Deane, yesterday, was of opinion that your line coaid not he utilized as a portion of a line
Hamand, going to Manly ? He did say so. He said that it could not be part of a line to Manly, and then he

^. went on to say that he had not considered the matter, and by-and-bye he landed himself in this fix, that 
23 July" 1890. admitted that he thought that Manly had better not have a railway at all—that it had better be coh- 

’ ’ tent with a tramway. My idea is that, ultimately, Manly, Pittwater, and those places, will be placed on
a new line of railway to the Hawkesbury Bridge, and that that will wipe_ out the usefulness of the ^Northern 
line for through traific.
2779. Mr. Tonkin.'] Do you think that your line would give as much convenience to the people on the
table-land in the middle as the Government line would do ? I think that my line would be of more use 
to them, because it is more up to their level. _
2780. Do you know anything of the country to the west of the Government line P Tes ; I know that 
country well. I know all those bays to the north.
2781. Is there much population there ? None whatever at present. _
2782. Is that country as likely to be populated as is the country to the eastward of your line ? There is

tpr'- ■ already a large population to the eastward of my line, but I still think that the whole of that country
■ —: will develop, both east and west. I think it will all fill up.

2783. Do you know the exact difference in the length of the two lines—that is, between the length of
your proposed line and of the dotted line with a grade of 1 in 50 ? Tes.
2784. What is. the exact difference ? One mile 22-5- chains, which is as near as possible one mile and a
quarter. Upon that I should like to say that, if you look at the Kailway Commissioners’ returns for .1 une, 
1889, you will see that the average fare per passenger por mile over the whole of the suburban railways 
is '64 of a penny, that is, including first-class, second-class, workmen’s, and season tickets. So that one 
mile and a quarter at North Shore would affect everybody living to the north of St. Leonards Station, to 
the extent of '80 of a penny, fhat is, four-fifths of a penny. Everybody living to the north of St. Leonards 
Station, or who might live there in the future, would have to pay on the average about four-fifths of a 
penny extra to be brought down the easier gradients to Milson’s Point. But I think that that four-fifths 
of a penny maybe looked upon as an insurance premium against accidents, for, with your 1 in 40 andl 
in 50 gradients, you may any day repeat the Peat’s Ferry accident. _
2785. But those passengers would already have gone over a 1 in 50 gradient to Chatswood ? There is a 
very short length—about three quarters of a mile—of 1 in 50 at Chatswood, but that could be altered to 
a grade of 1 in 70 by lowering the top end 11 feet, and raising the bottom end 11 feet. I have 
looked at the section, and I see that, by an expenditure of £4,000 or £5,000, you could wipe out that 
particular piece of 1 in 50.
2786. Mr. Garrard.] Is not there another grade of one in fifty near Gordon—could it be wiped out ? I
have not looked at that for this reason—I consider this line as very much in the same position as the 
Illawarra or Parramatta line. If there is to be any traffic over it, you will want trains to run every half 
hour. If vou have a 1 in 50 grade, you can only take up four coaches at a time, while if you have a 1 in 70 
grade you can take up six coaches—that is, six long coaches, which is about the length of a train which you 
would require for W'orking the traffic generally. The bulk of the trains, as you will see by the traffic 
estimate which I have prepared for you, would stop at Gordon, and that station would correspond with 
Homebush and Hurstville. If a train went further than Gordon you could take off a coach there, 
because the traffic would by that time have dropped off. Ton could get over the 1 in 50 grade beyond 
Gordon by leaving part of the train there, and picking it up on the way back. _
2787. Mr. Tonkin,] Do you consider that it is a dangerous thing to have a 1 in 40 grade coming up to a 
short level at a station ? Not only is it dangerous but it is also wasteful.
2788. But do you consider it dangerous ? Tes.
2789. Would a 1 in 50 grade be dangerous ? It would be better than a 1 in 40 grade.
2790. Still, would it be dangerous? Tes. Everyday 1 see the main line trains running with two. 
engines. The trains from the north come in with two engines and four coaches, and it is the same cn the 
southern line. They find that they cannot keep time unless they put on two engines.
2791. That is on account of the grade ? Tes.
2792. Do you not think that it is a great advantage on your line to be able to branch from it on the way 
to Manly ? I think it would save you £ 150,000 when you came to make a line to Manly, which you will do 
presently.
2793. Do you think that if the Government decided to construct a line to Manly they would go by any 
other route, or that a much better route would be discovered than the one which you have suggested ? 
There is no other route which they could take, unless they chose to wind along the face of Neutral Bay, 
Cremorne, and those places, or have a succession of tunnels through the spurs.
2794. Do you think that it would be preferable to go from St. Leonards Station to Manly, across by 
Bantry Bay ? Such a line would be very much further round to begin with, and would involve a very 
expensive crossing—perhaps two crossings—at Middle Harbour.
2795. Tou think that if the line which you recommend were constructed it could actually be the first
mile---- ? Two miles.
2796. On the road to Manly ? Tes, and that would be the shortest route to Manly.
2797. And you think the best ? Tes. All that back land—the land fronting Middle Harbour—must, 
some day or other, he accommodated with a railway. . Tou may make a line up the front of Neutral Bay

' by winding about or tunnelling, but the steamers already go there, while at Middle Harbour they could 
never compete with the railway.
2798. Tour line offers equal, if not superior, advantages to the present population to those offered by the 
Government line ? I think so.
2799. Mr. Dowel.] In answer to a question just now you informed the Committee that you had laid out 
several railways. "Will you inform the Committee where they were situated, and what was the number of 
them ? It would take a long while to enumerate the whole lot as I have been doing it all my life—for 
thirty years.
2800. The list is so long that you could not make it up, I suppose ? I certainly could make it up, if you 
wish to have it. I have not only laid out railways myself, but I have also gone over the routes of other

. engineers, and revised them, sometimes at their own request, and sometimes at the request of financial 
houses.
2801. Will you be good enough to name one or two railways wbicb you have laid out, and to tell us where 
they are? Tes. I laid out 20miles of line in very difficult country in North Torkshire. The line was

called
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called the 'Whitby, Kedcar, and Middlesborough Union Railway. As a matter of fact, the Committee ’A. A. 
have all this evidence already in the report on the Crookwell line. There I gave a sort of resume of what Hamand,
I had done. In the line to which 1 have -just referred there were cliffs 600 feet high starino- me straight E^- . 
in the face. a , \
2802. Tou have also informed the Committee that you have contracted and carried out railways ;—will you^^1*^’ 
name them, and give us the number of them ? I built a suburban line near Birmingham entirely through
the corporation streets, and going through building land the whole distance; that is one example of a 
railway.
2803. Tou also informed the Committee that you have had considerable experience in the management 
and working oi railways ? Tes; for the last fifteen years I have spent a great portion of my time in 
assisting small railway companies in their struggles with the great ones.
2804. Tou have been director of a railway ? Tes; chairman for some time, and I take particular interest 
in the working of lines and traffic.
2805. G-oing back to the proposal before tne Committee, have you been carefully over your -proposed 
route, and estimated the number of buildings that will have to be removed or resumed ? There are five 
houses, the rent of which varies from 14s. to about 30s. a week. There is one, I think, of which the rent 
would be about 30s. a week.
2806. Then the land through which your railway would pass has very few buildings upon it ;—dhere would 
be no expensive resumptions ? It simply means that there do not happen to bo many houses on the route, 
though they closely adjoin it.
2807. What were you reasons for saying that there would be no through traffic at Milson’s Point ?
Because I know perfectly well that the line must go to Redfern and Darling Harbour, because the 
through trains will always run that way.
2808. Is not the line from Hornsby to Milson’s Point shorter than the line from Hornsby round by 
Strathfield ? I have already explained to the Committee, and‘I think the Committee know full well, that 
it is not always the shortest mileage that is the quickest.
2809. Would it not be an advantage to bring the goods and passengers straight to thedeep waters'? T do 
not think there is any advantage in doing that.
2810. Tour only reason for supposing that there will be no through traffic to Milson’s Point is that you 
think the Commissioners wall not alter their present mode of dealing with the traffic ? The Commis
sioners, in a yery wise economy, will concentrate their goods traffic and their fast passenger 'traffic as 
much as possible, otherwise they will not understand their business. They are sure to do it.
2811. Would not a shorter distance effect a saving of time ? Kb.
2812. Tou would run the extra distance of 11 miles from Hornsby to Redfern in the same time as you 
could run from Hornsby to Milson’s Point ? In the first place, I think the extra distance is reduced to 
10 miles. What does that amount to in time ?—ten minutes.
2813. That is not the pace we travel at the present time—60 miles an hour? I did not suggest that yoU 
should do such a thing. I would rather be out of the train when you attempted it.
2814. Did you not say that there was only a saving of ten minutes ? No ; I will put it at half ail hour, if
you like. Half an hour with a goods train is nothing—they often wait hours to go on. ’
2815. But it is a considerable time when passengers are concerned? It would not make that difference 
in the passenger service.
2816. btill you must admit that there would be a considerable saving in time? No, I do not think so.
2817. Tia\ elling 10 miles more would not make a difference in time ? It would so far as Milson’s Point 
is concerned, but how many people require to be dragged there. Most of the passengers, after they got 
to Milson s Point, would have to take the ferry, which they might have to wait five or ten minutes for, to 
Circular Quay, and then a cab to their destinations. There are hardly enough passengers now to fill an 
ordinary train to Redfern, and there would never be enough to fill two trains—to make it worth while to 
run two expresses to Sydney—one by the north shore, and the other by the south shore.
2818. Tour opinion about the management of the Northern line is vastly different from that of other-people.
They aie of opinion that eventually there will he a direct traffic to the North Shore, while you think that 
that will never take place ? I see that my opinion coincides with the opinion of the Commissioners, and 
with that of Mr. Kirkcaldie, -which is worth quite as much. I am sure any practical man will agree with 
me that no express trains will go to Milson’s Point.
2819. How did you arrive at the value which vou put on your land—did you make any inquiries
locally ? Tes. ^ u ;
2820. As to the value of the property through which your line would pass ? Tes.
2821 Do you think that you obtained reliable information ? They did not know what I wanted it for, so 
therefore I do not know why it should not be reliable ; besides—and I hope you will excuse me saying it—
I do not think I am a fool, and when! ask questions I can always add the grain of salt, if I do not like 
tne answers.
2822. And the persons you asked were able to furnish the information you gave the Committee ? They
had no object in telling me anything but the truth. • J
2823. Ton stated just now that there was not enough depth of water in Lavender Bay for the purpose of 
swinging large ships ? I said that yon could not turn a large ship round. I ought to have said at the 
head of Lavender Bay.
2824. Are you aware that the water there is as deep as the water at Sydney Cove, and that the largest 
ships come into Sydney Cove? There is some difficulty in turning round occasionally.
2825. Nevertheless they come in ? They do, of course-they have to hack in. But the depth of water
over the whole area of Sydney Cove would, on the average, he very much greater than the depth of water 
m Lavender Bay. r
2826. Are you quite sure of your figures ? I think so. >
2827. Looking at your estimate, I see that you have allowed £10,000 for twelve road bridges ? Tes. 1
2828. What description of bridge do yon propose to erect? That depends entirely upon the street or 
road over which I build the bridge.
2829. Of what material do you propose to construct the bridges ? That will vary ; sometimes masonrv,
sometimes concrete, sometimes brickwork, sometimes ironwork, and in some cases, perhaps, timber I 
think you may take it that that estimate is sufficient. ‘

- 2830. 1
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A. S. 2830. £800 a bridge ? I should be very glad to construct the line for £20,000 or £30,000 less than my
Hamand, estimate, and then I should make £50,000 out of it.

2831. In your estimate of £800 for a bridge, have you included any approaches ? If the approaches are 
23 July, 1890. earthwork, they are included in my estimate for earthwork ; but there are very few approaches really.

’ 2832. Tou consider £800 a bridge ample ? On the average—yes. _
2833. Have you made an estimate of what would be the additional cost per annum of working your 
line, as compared with the Government line ? Ho, I have not. I do not quite know what you mean. 
Of course, if you have an additional mileage to work, you also have an additional mileage to earn interest.
2834. I am asking if you made an estimate of the additional cost of working your line, compared with 
the working of the Government lines ? 3STo, I have not; but I will give it to you, if you wish—I will 
send it to you. Tou must understand that you do not incur the additional working expenses unless you 
get the additional earnings.
2835. In your estimate you have not given the working expenses of this particular line at all ? No ; I
have endeavoured to put the matter before you in such a way that you can verify my statements for your
selves. I have simply taken figures of the past working expenses of similar lines, and I have endeavoured 
to apply them to this line—you can use your own judgment in taking them. There is no question in my 
mind tiat 9 miles of line on the North Shore will develop certainly as fast, if not faster, than 9 miles 
on the Illawarra line did. The only thing you can say is that the Illawarra line, as far as Hurstville, 
carries a certain amount of pleasure traffic to the shores of Botany Bay and to National Park, but I
have Middle Harbour to balance that, and, in addition, a settled population on North Shore already. .
2836. Do you consider it necessary to bring the raiIway from St. Leonards Station to Milson s Point, 
either by the Government line, or by your proposal ? I have no doubt about it.
2837. And Lavender Bay is the best place to bring it for all interests concerned, either by your route, or 
by the Government route ? Tes.
2838. JlTr. Lee.] When you submitted your estimate of cost to the Committee the length of your route 
was stated to be 4 miles 25 chains, and the cost, £350,677 10s. ? Tes.
2839. Is the route which you now submit the same length, or a less length ? It is a less length.
2840. Is it not now more than 4 miles and 5 chains P Exactly 4 miles 2£ chains.
2841. Approximately, 4 miles 5 chains ? Tes. .
2842. Have you reduced the cost of construction, as well as the length of the line ? No ; but I stated in 
the letter which accompanied my memorandum that the cost would be £8,000 less. In any case it would 
be less, you may depend on it.
2843. Then the approximate cost per mile, as then submitted by you (£82,000) would not now be correct ? 
Yery nearly.
2844. The shorter distance would increase the cost per mile ? Slightly.
2845. The actual distance nowr is about 4 miles 5 chains, and you adhere to your original estimate, 
approximately ? Tes.
2846. The only alteration would be the cost per mile ? Tou will find that that would vary very little.
2847. The Government proposal is 2 miles 60 chains, and would cost £246,200, or £89,520 a mile, while 
the cost of your line would be about £86,320 a mile, and in the aggregate would cost £104,477 more than 
the Government proposal ? That is so.
2848. There is a difference between you and the Acting Engineer-in-Chief as to the value of the land 
upon your line ? Tes.
2849. That difference is £70,000 ? Tes.
2850. If the Acting Engineer-in-Chief’s estimate is correct the cost of your line would be increased by 
£17,000 a mile? Possibly.
2851. That would bring it up to £103,520 per mile ? I am not following the figures, but I take it that 
they are correct. Tou must remember that Mr. Deane does not vouch for his estimate of the value of 
the land—he is very chary of doing that.
2852. Tour route would have a grade of 1 in 70 ? Tes ; that would be the maximum grade.
2853. Tou have heard Mr. Deane give his reasons whv he is content with a grade of 1 in 50 ? Because he 
has a grade of 1 in 50 elsewhere.
2854. If you were to plan out your route with a grade of 1 in 50, would it make any difference in the 
cost? I should like to consider that before I told you. Of course it would make some difference, but I 
cannot tell you how much the difference would be.
2855. Do you think that it would be considerable ? Tes, it would be very considerable.
2856. Would you consider that the line from Milson’s Point to St. Leonards could be safely worked with 
a grade of 1 in 50 ? I should not recommend it.
2857. If it could be worked with that grade on the Government route, could it not be safely worked with 
the same grade on your route ? No doubt if there is safety in one 1 in 50 grade, there is safety in 
another 1 in 50 grade. Safety is a relative term. Safety and risk are in the two opposite scale-pans, and if 
one goes up the other goes down—there is always a certain amount of risk.
2858. Suppose the grade on the existing line north of Hornsby must be retained, would there be any 
great advantage in having a grade of 1 in 70 on your line? An engine could only take four carriages up 
a grade of 1 in 50 at the same speed as it could take six carriages up a grade of 1 in 70.
2859. Do you know Blue’s Point and Ball’s Head ? Tes.
2860. Those are the high points on the North Shore? Tes.
2861. Supposing at any time it was determineli to take a bridge from either of those points to Sydney, 
could your line be extended to connect with it ? Of course it could, very easily.
2862. In what direction ? Instead of descending to Neutral Bay, you would go straight across.
2863. What would be about the distance ? Perhaps it would be half a mile.
2864. Through the most densely-populated portion of North Shore ? Tes; but you would have the
advantage of a station on the route, and you could take traffic from there. But you will never make a 
bridge ; it will cost too much money. '
2865. Supposing it may be necessary to make a bridge of some kind, and to connect the railway with it, 
I want you to show the Committee how a branch could be taken from your line to the bridge? Very 
easily.
2866. Will you name the point where you would leave the Neutral Bay Yalley line ? I should probably
leave the line at Alfred-street. 2867.
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2867. And go in as straight'a line as possible to where ? Tou would have to go with a curve.. The line A. S. 
would go under the tramway at the end of Walker-street, and come out alongside the Blue’s Point-road. Hamand, 
But I do not think that it is fair to talk about that bridge unless you also talk about the possibilities of Esq' 
the tunnel. It seems to me that the tunnel would be much cheaper, and that you have no more right to
consider the possibility of a bridge than you have to consider the possibility of a tunnel. y> i8yu“
2868. Air. Dowel.'] Do you think that a good and efficient .steam punt service could be worked from •
Milson’s Point to Circular Quay, obviating the construction of a bridge ? Would you mind explaining a
little more.
2869. Is it desirable or practicable to have a steam ferry service between the terminus of the railway at
Milson’s Point and any part of Circular Quay, or thereabouts ? Do I understand that you mean for 
transporting trains ? ' . ‘
2870. Tes ? And the passengers in the trains P
2871. Tes? I think that would be very inadvisable; in fact I think that the passengers would all 
get out.
2872. Por what reason ? They would not sit in the train to be transhipped that short distance.
2873. Would not the carriages be put right on to the punt? That takes time.
2874. What time ? Seven or eight minutes at the very shortest. I have had something to do with 
transhipping vehicles and that sort of thing on to a steamer carrying rails.
2875. Is it not the custom to dojhis in certain parts of America'? Tes; in the middle of a long through
route, but they do not do it in ISew Tork. °
2876. Is there a delay ol 7 or 8 minutes at any’’ place you know of in America? I have never
been in America, so I cannot tell you ; but I have seen this done at home. We have steamers carrying 
goods traffic to the Isle of Wight. J
287/. Is there any reason why the transhipping of passengers without the carriages should occupy 7 
or 8 minutes? No; Tou have seventy passengers in 18 tons of coach; that is, about four or five 
times the weight of live traffic. It would never pay to bring the carriages across.

EAILWAY TO COYYECT NOBTH SHOEE EAILWAY WITH POET JACKSON, AT MILSON’S POINT. . 97

. Thomas Allright Dibbs, Esq., General Manager, Commercial Banking Company, Sydney, sworn, and
examined:—

2878. Mr. Copeland.] What business are you in ? I am the General Manager of the Commercial Banking T. A. Dibbs,
Company of Sydney. Esq.
2879. Tou have occupied that position for a number of years ? I have been in the bank for the last  ---- -—'
forty-three years, and.I have been manager for twenty-three years. 23 July, 1890.
2880. Where do you reside ? At St. Leonards.
2881. What part of St. Leonards ? The place is called “ Graythwaite,” and adjoins Holterman’s Towers
on the heights. . ’
2882. How long have you resided on the North Shore ? I have lived on the North Shore for two periods 
often years each.
2883. I suppose you are thoroughly well acquainted with the whole of the North Shore ? Tes, I have 
known the JN orth Shore for the last fifty years.
2884. Do you know the route proposed by the Government for bringing the railway from St. Leonards 
Station to Milson’s Point ? 1 have not seen the plans, but I have heard that it goes past Mrs. Old’s 
residence, and from Berry’s Bay to the south of Union-street, in front of my residence, by a tunnel through
to Lavender Bay, but I have not seen any plans. ■
2885. Tou are well acquainted with the locality through which the line would go ? Tes.
2886. Is it your opinion that it would be desirable in the public interest to construct that short distance of
line at a cost of £246,200 ? 1 think the railway should be conducted to the water’s side. My idea is, that
coal traffic and traffic in other produce should be taken to the deep waters of Ball’s Head Bay by a branch 
line, but I do not think that it would be more than 200 or 300 yards long. There the coal could be received 
into the ships at the smallest expense by gravitation, since the coast is bold. I think the Government 
should resume the whole of that water frontage. They will be receiving from the Berry estate something 
like £60,000 for probate shortly, which they might wisely spend in resuming the water frontage.
2887. I think you are connected with the exportation of coal ? No, I am not interested in coal. ,
2888. I thought you were interested in a mine at Newcastle ? No more than by being a mortgagee of a
coalmine there. °
2889. Is it your opinion that Ball’s Head Bay would be a better place to ship coal from than Neutral 
Bay ?• Infinitely better ; the coal could be received, into the ships at the minimum expense by gravitation.
The water is deep, and the place is sheltered, while the shipping would not be congested as it would be at 
Milson’s Point.
2890. The question I asked you was : "Would Bali’s Head Bay be a more suitable place than Neutral Bav ?
Tes, I think it would.
2891. On account of its being nearer to St. Leonards ? Speaking from memory, I think you could strike 
the water in 200 or 300 yards from Mrs. Old’s house.
2892. A ou think it would be an advantage to be able to ship coal by gravitation—I suppose you mean by 
shoots ? Tes, there would be no lifting ; no haulage power would be required.
2893. Do you think that there would be sufficient passenger accommodation to warrant the expenditure
of this large sum ot money—local passenger traffic? In plain English, I do not think the line is wanted 
at all, but as you have already constructed part of it, you are bound to continue it to the water. In 
taking it to the water, I think you should take it to Milson’s Point for passenger traffic, and to Ball’s 
Head Bay for coal and heavy traffic. At Milson’s Point the harbour is very narrow, and any day, in crossing, 
you may see eight or ten steamers in front of you. The horse ferry is often delaved there by steamers 
passing. In my opinion the less you congest the traffic the better. '
2894. Do you not think that if the tram were connected with the railway at St. Leonards that would give 
sufficient accommodation for the passenger traffic that is likely to be developed in the future ? I think 
that for the present that would do.
2895. But for the future ? Eor the future you must continue the railway to the harbour.
2896. Tou consider .Milsbn’s. Point the most suitable position fop a passenger station? Tes, for.
passengers only—not for goods traffic. ‘ ^ - 1 ■ ■

If ’ 8897,
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Do you think that 
My opinion is that

T. Dibbs, 2897. 'Will it not be more desirable to construct the railway now, while the land is of comparatively little 
value, than to wait until North Shore becomes densely populated, and then have to pay much more tor 
land resumption? I say, in answer to that, that at present, and tor some time to come, the passenger 
traffic will, in my opinion, be very light indeed. If it were put to me 1 should say, connect with Milson s 
Point for passenger traffic, and with Ball’s Head Bay for any heavy traffic which you may have. I am 
very indifferent about the matter. I am not interested one way or the other. I am not a volunteer 
witness, but I give you my opinion for what it is worth. . .
2898. Do you think that there is likely to be any coal traffic on the Northern line from any place between 
Gosford and Newcastle? They have yet to find the coal at Gosford.
2899. 1 mean north of Gosford, between it and Newcastle ? I believe that the coal will come by sea, 
and not by railway at all, for the simple reason that it must be brought beyond any terminus on the 
North Shore to the ships, and it is cheaper to bring it by water than by land.
2909. Then you do not anticipate any coal traffic on this line ? No.
2901. Do you anticipate any other traffic—say wool ? No, I do not think any wool will come that way.
2902. You think that wool will continue to be sent to Darling Harbour ? No ; I tumk that the wool
will go to Newcastle. a t> r
2903. But you know that a considerable quantity of wool comes every year past Newcastle to iJariing
Harbour? Possibly it may. .
2904. If the railway were constructed would it continue to go to Darling Harbour, or would it be likely
to go to the North Shore ? I do not see any advantage in sending it to the North Shore. It you send 
it there, I should sav send it to Ball’s Head Bay. , .. ...
2905. You do not auticipato a goods traffic at all on the proposed line ? I believe that the railway will
be a failure for the next twenty years. . . , ,
2906. Would it not be making it a still greater failure to continue it ? Sooner or later it must be
continued.
2907. I understand that there is a loss upon the line now of about £11,000 a year,
by expending an additional £246,000 we should add to^ the failure, or diminish it . 
there would be a still greater loss for years to come. _ „ AT
2908. Do you think it likely that there will be any through passengers from the north -say, from New
castle or from the New England districts, to North Shore ; would the passengers go to North Shore 
instead of to Hedfern ? I should say that they would go to Redfern to avoid crossing the water.
2909. You only contemplate a passenger traffic from the residents of St. Leonards ? The only passenger
traffic is that which may be developed by people building along the line. ,, -u .
2910. Do you anticipate, judging by the present population, that the railway fares would be anything
like sufficient to cover the interest on £246,000? No. As I said before, I think that this would be a
non-paying line for years to come. It was a mistake in the commencement to bring the line where it is,
but having done so it must, sooner or later, be extended to Milson s Point.
2911. Would you advocate the construction of a line for passengers ? For passengers yes; although it
may be a non-paying line. . . , , ,
2912. Rather than adopt a connection with the tram system ? A connection with the tram might do tor 
the present, but, finally, the line will have to go to Milson’s Point for passenger traffic, although it may

2913. I suppose you would not care to invest a few thousand pounds in this undertaking if a private 
company were going to carry it out ? Certainly not, if I expected any return from my capital.
2914. Looking at the proposal from the standpoint that the Government are the permanent holders, do
you see a sufficiently good prospect to warrant the Government in going to this expense and laying out 
of their money for a number of years, with the knowledge that in the future they will be recompensed r 
I can only repeat that I think the tram system, if connected, would be sufficient at present. It you con
nect the line with Milson’s Point it will not pay for years to come. _ _ i.
2915. For how many years ? Twenty years. I have known the Nortn Shore for fifty years, and 1 have
watched its progress. . j v* j. -kt i-v.
2916- I suppose you do not anticipate a northern city growing up there ? There is no doubt that Nortn
Shore is the most rising of the suburbs, and it will increase. ,
2917. Which of the two lines—Mr. Hamand’s or the Government line—would be likely to serve the 
larger number of people ? Apparently. Mr. Hamand’s line would accommodate more people.
2918. Taking everything into consideration, do you think that his line would be the more profitable line
to construct ? For passengers only ? . ,
2919. For passengers only ? It would require some consideration. No doubt a great deal ot the popu
lation about here would be served by the tram, and although there are very few people living out to the 
north, that country may be built upon. But Mr. Hamand’s line would not serve the Lane Cove-road 
people, because it is such a long way round. .
2920. It is 1 mile 5 chains longer than the Government route, and the steepest grade upon it is 1 m TO,
as against 1 in 50 upon the Government route? Upon reconsideration, I should not say that Mr. 
Hamand’s line was as good as the Government line. . . .
2921. In coming to that conclusion, do you notice that the Government line for a great portion or its
length is in close proximity to deep water, and therefore would have to compete with the ferry boats. I 
would not give an answer to that without consideration. When I saw Mr. Hamand s line first I thought 
it went very much more to the south than it is shown to do. ...
2922. I suppose you anticipate that if the Government line were constructed the Berry Estate would be 
cut up and the population there would increase considerably ? There is no doubt about it.
2923. Supposing that to be the case, do you not think it likely that steam ferries will be established there 
as they are to Neutral Bay, and other hays in the harbour? There is no doubt that the nearer you take 
the railway to the water the greater is the chance of competition with ferry boats; hut knowing the 
country so well, I think, because of its hilly nature, a person on the heights would prefer to travel by rail
rather than by steamer. ■ _ • 4. +1. i n
2924. Notwithstanding the fact that he would still have a water journey ? If he were going to the back 
parts of the Berry Estate he would not go by water, he would go by rail.
2925. Supposing you were residing near Berry’s Bay or Ball’s Head Bay, and wished to go to Sydney,
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would you be likely to take the railway to Milson’s Point 
by the ferry, in preference to taking the steamer direct ? 
you were close to the water, but if vou were on the high 
rail. ^

, and then cross the harbour at Circular Quay T. A. Dibbs,
1 think you would take the steamer direct if ®sc)-

ground in the Berry Estate you would take the -f'T'T’’ .TlL J J 23 July, 1890.
2926. Tou know that there is a public agitation in favour of a railway to Manly and Pittwater ; do you 
consider that project feasible? I consider it all humbug. Such a line would never pay. I know the 
road well. I would consider it the grossest piece of extravagance if ever a railway was taken from Manly 
to Newport.
2927. Supposing the proposal was to connect the proposed railway with Manlv, do you think it would be
feasible ? 1 cannot see that there is any good country to start with. If carried out, I think it would
be one of the grossest jobs ever perpetrated. I know the route as well as I know my own residence. 
Pour years ago there was scarcely a soul to be seen along it.
2928. Then you would not look more favourably upon Mr. Hamand’s line on account of its being 2 miles 
in the direction of Manly from Milson’s Point ? No ; because, in my opinion, there never should be a 
railway to Manly Beach, or from Manly Beach to Newport.
2929. Do you think that in the future the suburbs on this line will be densely populated by the working 
classes, or by people holding tolerably large areas of land ? I am under the impression that the land 
along the Lane Cove-road would be taken up by people who could afford to pay as much as the people 
who live at Burwood. The working classes would hang more about the water, and would avail themselves 
of the steamers.
2930. Prom what you know of the district out towards Hornsby, is there much cultivation going on in the> 
shape of orchards ? I know that orchards only pay the working men out there—that you or I could not 
make them pay. A German, working twenty hours a day, could make a fortune out of an orchard there, 
but to have men working eight hours a day would not bring you in a profit.
2931. Tou would not anticipate a large amount of traffic from orchards ? No, I think the country is not 
suitable for orangeries now : I think you must go further out. I know that people have gone to a great 
deal of trouble in draining and sub-soiling, but they cannot make it pay, because they are not working men,
2932. Do you note much increase in the cultivation ? I have not been along the Stoney Creek-road 
lately, but I do not think that Lane Cove is as suitable as other districts for orchards. The climate il 
altering.
2933. Tou do not anticipate a fruit trade on this line ? There may be some fruit.
2934. Not sufficient to be a consideration in its paying capabilities ? No.
2935. Afr. OarrardP\ Tou are intimately acquainted with the country between Newport and Brooklyn, on 
the southern side of the Hawkesbury River, including Cowan Creek and other places ? Tes.
2936. Do you think it would be very easy to make a railway from Newport to the Hawkesbury bridge ? 
Tou can make any line you like, but you would have to cross Cowan Creek, which would take you twenty 
minutes to pull across.
2937. In your opinion there is nothing to justify a railway to Newport ? Nothing whatever.
2938. To make a railway from Newport to the present Hawkesbury Bridge would be very expensive and 
unjustifiable ? Tes, and it would go through country that would not keep a rat, except for a little way on 
the shores of Pittwater. Opposite Scotland Island there are one or two farms.
2939. Do you know that there is a large population between Sydney and Hurstville F I think so.
2940. Do you attribute that to the convenience of railway communication or to other causes ? Partly, 
and partly to the land boom.
2911. Land booms usually result in a large amount of vacant land? The land there is being occupied, 
but it is a different class of country to this—it is more level. Tou go through populous suburbs to start 
with, but in this place there are few houses. ‘
2942. Is it better country than that between Milson’s Point and Hornsby ? The country between 
Milson’s Point and Hornsby is a thousand times superior to that between Pittwater and Brooklyn.
2943. I want to compare the country between Sydney and Hurstville with that between Milson’s Point 
and Hornsby ? It is a matter of taste. I consider the North Shore and the Lane Cove country a thousand 
times superior to the Hurstville country for residential purposes—the latter is the land of mosquitoes, 
while in the former you have some comfort, and you are higher.
2944. If population has followed so rapidly upon a railway to Hurstville, would not a population follow 
more rapidly upon a railway to Hornsby. Might we not naturally expect a much larger increase ? Por 
residential purposes; yes.
2945. Mr. Trickett!\ Tou know the land to the east of the park, between the tram line and Mr. 
Hamand’s proposed line ? Yes; it commands beautiful views of the city, and is very valuable.
2946. Then, to the north again, is the land suitable for residential purposes ? It is all being built upon 
now. Land having a view of the city would command £10 or £15 a foot here.
2947. Do you think that if better means of communication were provided there would be a considerable 
population there ? The tram is close to there.
2948. Does the tram serve that district at present? The tram serves it as far as the reserve.
2949. Do you think a railway in that direction would be of any benefit to the locality? No doubt it
would be a benefit at the Government expense. To the north of the reserve it is all poor land. There 
are acres of land there without a house upon them. •
2950. Would that land be good for residential sites? Not so good as what I call the backbone of the 
North Shore—the country on the Lane Cove-road. I consider that there are some of the best residential 
sites there that you could find in the world.
2951. Tou are aware, I believe, that this line was rejected by the Committee some time ago ? I saw 
it in the newspaper.
2952. Are you also aware that the line has been referred back to the Committee on the ground that there 
would be a considerable goods traffic upon it ? Tes.
2953. From your knowledge of the country, can you hold out any hope of there being a goods traffic
upon the line? I have no hope that there will be any goods traffic that would pay at all. The district 
will grow into a residential suburb. ’
2954. And that is all ? That is all.
2955. Mr. Dowel.Is it not a fact that there are a large number of brickyards in the neighbourhood of
the present railway ? Tes ; there are some. 2956.
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2956. Do you not think that those brickyards would provide traffic and revenue to the railway in the 
carriage of coal and bricks. Do they not bring bricks down to Milson’s Point in large numbers now ? 
Tes, they do.
2957. Do you not think that that would create a traffic ? There are too many brickworks there now — 
none-of them pay.
2958. "We have had evidence that the brick works cannot keep pace with the demand for bricks ? If you 
go out to the brickyards, you will find them filled with bricks, and I know of one that came to grief 
there. No doubt the railway would benefit them at the Government expense—they would get their coal 
by it.
2959. Would not they he the means of providing traffic ? Of course they would help the traffic.
2960. Both by bricks and coal ? No doubt, if the Railway Commissioners charged them a low freight for
running bricks into the city. '
2961. 1 rom your knowledge do you think that they would give any considerable amount of revenue to the
railway ? No. They will supply the North Shore demands, but they will not have occasion to use the 
railway, except to bring coal from the water. ”
2962. Is it not a fact that they send large numbers of bricks to Sydney at the present time ? I do not 
believe it. Occasionally you see bricks coming over.
2963. Mr. Trickett.'] If they did send bricks over to Sydney they would first have to put them into the
railway, and then transfer them into carts to take them across the water? Tes. '
2964. Mr. Lee..~\ Did you observe on Mr. Hamand’s line the tunnel near Neutral Bay, half a mile in 
length, so that although that locality may be thickly populated, people would have to go to one end or 
other of the tunnel to get the train ? Certainly.
2965. Consequently, in some places, they would be half a mile from a station ? Tes.
2966. Would not that be as far as they are from the present tram terminus? No. Anyone living near 
the line would take the train.
2967. But there would be no great inducement to go to the railway station as against the tramway ? The
people living nearest to the railway would use it, while those living nearer to the tramway would use the 
tram. .
2968. The Government line is 2 miles 60 chains long, which is less than Mr. Hamand’s line;—will it 
be of more advantage to construct it than to construct his line? I should certainly recommend the 
Government line, for two reasons—first, that the line is better, and second, that it goes through a better 
class of country.

THURSDAY, 24 JULY, 1890.
JSrrsint:—

The Hon. JOHN LACKET (Vice-Chairman).

The Hon. Andrew Gaeran.
The Hon. Brederick Thomas Humpiiert. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett. 
Jacob Garrard, Esq.
Henry Copeland, Esq.

James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq. 
William Springthorpe Dowel, Esq. 
Edward William O’Sullivan, Esq. 
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq. ’ 
William McCourt, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway to connect the North Shore Railway with the
deep waters of Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point.

H. Deano 
Esq.

24JulyTl89b

Henry Deane, Esq., Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways, sworn, and further examined :—
2969. Vice-Chairman.'] A letter written by you to the Committee with reference to the evidence which you 
gave on Tuesday, has been read by the Secretarj' (Vide Appendix') ; are you prepared to swear that the 
statements it contains are true ? Tes ; they are.
2970. Dr. Garran.] Have you done the utmost in the way of reducing the grade upon your deviation? 
I believe so.
2971. Do you agree with Mr. Hamand that you could reduce the gradient at Chatswood to 1 in 70, at a 
cost of £5.000 ? No_, I do not; it is quite impossible for anyone to make a correct statement in a matter 
of this kind without careful consideration.
2972. Taking the line as it is, do you think any object is to be gained by improving the gradient on the 
extension,to 1 in 70 ? No.

Charles Cyrus Bullock, Esq., surveyor, sworn, and further examined:—
C- C'j^l’llock’ Pr- Garran.] I understand that you have prepared a statement which you wish to read to the

Committee? Tes ; but before reading it, I should tike to make my pecuniary position in relation to this 
24 July, 1890. fa^'vay clear. I distinctly state that I have not a single inch of land on the extension, although I have 

interests higher up on the line, some 5 miles from Milson’s Point, and I am therefore interested in getting 
the line down to the water’s edge, just as the Government is; but whether the line is taken to Ball’s 
Head or Lavender Bay, whether by the Government or Mr. Hamand’s route, will not affect me. My 
partner, Mr. Loxton, who is a vigorous opponent of Mr. Hamand’s line, and an advocate of the Govern
ment line, would be largely benefited if Mr. Hamand’s line were constructed. My statement is as 
follows:—
The district of North Shore, as generally spoken of, comprises the Boroughs of St. Leonards, East St. Leonards, and 
Victoria, and its population is 16,395. Its mean length, extending from Gore Bay to Middle Head, is about 4 miles, while 
its width, extending from Port Jackson to Middle Harbour, is about 2 miles. With the execution of its north-western 

_ boundary it is bounded by the deep waters of Port Jackson and Middle Harbour. *
■ The population of the Borough of St. Leonards is 7,270, that of East St. Leonards 5,055, and that of Victoria, 3,470.

The Borough of St. Leonards is subdivided into the following wards,—Belmore Ward with a population of 3,845, Albert 
Ward with 1,660, Warringa Ward with 905, and Mossman's Ward with 860. East St. Leonards is also subdivided into 
the following wards,—South WTard with a population of 780, West Ward with 2,670, North Ward with 1,450, and East 
Ward with 155. The Borough of Victoria is not subdivided into wards. My object in giving these figures, is to show to 
the Committee the disposition and the location of the population.

With regard to the increase in population on North Shore, I find that in 1881, the population o7 the Borough of St. 
Leonards was 2,647, of East St. Leonards 2,320, and Victoria 2,182; a total of 7,149. These figures show that the

population
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population of the Borough of St. Leonards has increased by 175 per cent., that of East St. Leonards by 141: per cent., and C. C. Bullock,1 
that of Y ictoria by 59 per cent, the increase of the combined boroughs being 129 per cent. They also show, since the' Esq. 
population of Warringa and Mossman’s Bay Wards is only 1,765, that the greatest increase has taken place where the —v
means of transit are good. A further proof of this fact is shown with regard to the increase in the population of the Borough of 24 July 1890. 
Willoughby where the means of transit are bad. In 1881 the population was 1,411, while in 1889 it was only 1,828, being *
an increase in eight years of only 29 per cent. Moreover, the increase has taken place principally at Greenwich and Lor.gueville 
in proximity to the steamers running there. - .

In the Borough of Victoria there are two public wharves to which ferry steamers run—one at M‘Mahon\s Point, the 
other at the head of Lavender Bay—while the cable tram passes through the north-eastern portion of it. Of the 3,470 
inhabitants of that borough not one of them is situated more than half a mile from a ferry or a tram.

• In the Borough of East St. Leonards there are four public wharves to which ferry steamers run—one at the head of
Lavender Bay, one at Milson’s Point, one at High-street, Careening Cove, and one at Hayes’-street, Neutral Bay, while 
the cable tramway passes through W estevn Ward. Of the 5,655 inhabitants of that borough few, if any, are situated more 
than half a mile from a ferry, while, of the 4,900 inhabitants of North, South, and West Wards, few, if any, are situated 
more than half a mile from the cable tram. .

' The water frontage portion of the Borough of St. Leonards which lies to the west of Berry’s Bay belongs to the Berry
Estate, and as there are no public wharves upon it, consequently there are no ferry steamers running there. In the eastern 
portion of the borough there are two public wharves, at Mossman’s Bay, to which ferry steamers run—one at Curraghbeena 
Point, the other at the head of the bay—while the cable tram passes along Miller-street, the common boundary of Albert and 
Belmore Wards. The wharves in Mossman’s Bay serve the greater number of the 860 inhabitants of Mossman’s Ward, the 
remainder travel by’bus to the tram terminus. Warringa Ward has no frontage to the harbour; but as the greater 
itnmber of the 905 inhabitants of that ward reside between the Military-road and Neutral Harbour, the greater number is 
served by the ferry at Hayes’-street. The remainder travel by ’bus to the tram terminus. Albert Ward has no frontage 
to, the harbour ; but with few, if any exceptions, the 1,660 inhabitants of that ward are situated within half mile of Miller- 
street, and are accommodated by the tramway in that street. Belmore Ward has a frontage to the harbour between 
Berry s Bay and Gore Bay, but I have already stated that there are as yet no ferries running in that direction. Between 
the Lane Cove-road and that part of the harbour the land is principally the Berry Estate, and of the 3,845 inhabitants of 
that ward but few reside on the south-western side of that road. The bulk resides between that road and Miller-street, 
and consequently the cable tram provides the necessary accommodation. . 1
- , It is therefore seen, that out of a total population of 16,395, the 14,630 inhabitants of the Boroughs of Victoria and

East St. Leonards, and of Belmore and Albert Wards of the Borough of St. Leonards, are within half a mile of the 
tramway, or of the proposed extension of the tramway, in Miller-street, or of one of the ferries alluded to. So far, there
fore, as the 14,630 inhabitants are concerned, no railway accommodation is required by them. Of the remaining 1,765 it is 
also seen that the majority oi them are located within three-quarters of a -mile of the ferries in Neutral and Mossman’s 
Bays. It may also be stated that while the 1,765 inhabitants are located upon about 4 souare miles, the 14,630 are located 
upon only about 2 square miles. *

-- Now I coutend that a railway cannot be constructed to serve the "whole of North Shore, or even a small portion of it, any
more than a railway can be constructed to serve the whole of the colony, since its population is scattered over a large area 
and located at high and varying altitudes. A glance at a map of the district will show that a line running in an easterly or 
westerly direction w ould he going away from, instead of to, the ferries. If a line were constructed through the centre of 
population, that is where the cable tram is constructed, the lino for the greater portion of it would be in tunnel, and 
therefore of no service. The altitude of the plateau upon "which the bulk of the population is located precludes the feasi
bility of a railway being taken over that plateau and continued to a suitable water terminus. If a line follow the Middle 
Harbour watershed, as proposed by Mr. Iiamand, then the hulk of the population is located to the south and west of it.
If a line follow the Parramatta Kiver watershed, as proposed by the Government, then the bulk of the present population 
is located to the east of it. Moreover, both lines are below the present population. -

• I have stated, and I state again, that, in my opinion, the Government scheme, with the modification of grade
proposed by the Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways, is the best scheme that has been, or can be, proposed. I say the best 
scheme that can be proposed, because I am perfectly familiar with every portion of the district, having resided at North Shore 
for nine years, and carried out more surveys there than any living surveyor. I have minutely examined the Government 
schemes to Ball s Head, to Blue s Point, to Milson’s Point, and to Cremorne. Not only that, hut my partner, Mr. Loxton, and 
myself took levels over two years ago, and before the line to Milson’s Point was surveyed, in connection with the same 
route almost that Mr. Hamand has placed before the Committee. We also worked out another route, which left the 
present line at about 10 miles from Hornsby and traversed the plateau north of the St. Leonards’ recreation reserve, where 
we located a central station ; thence it crossed under the Military-road by tunnel, and traversed the valley of Neutral 
Bay, and on to the business centre of the towmship of St. Leonards, where we placed a station, not in a hole, but at an 
elevation of 120 feet, in order that it could be approached ; thence it traversed the Neutral Harbour slope, passed near 
Kirribilli Point, and on to Milson’s Point, wdiere it terminated. Mr. Whitton, the late Engineer-in-Chief for Railways, 
was aware of our actions in this matter, and permitted us to take copies of the sections of the routes surveyed by the 
Department. After carefully investigating the merits of those routes, as well as our own route, w'e came to the conclusion 
that the Government route to Milson’s Point was the best, and informed Mr. 'Whitton to that effect. "

. When I stated in evidence a few days ago that Mr. Hamand’s line possessed the merit of following the natural 
features of the Middle Harbour watershed, I was under the impression that the line contoured the Elat Rock Creek Valley 
from where he leaves the Government line to where he intersects the North Sydney Tramway Investment Company’s 
tramway at Miller-street. The level of that point being only 20 feet lower than the point where he leaves the railway, a ' 
gradual descent between the two points could have been obtained by following that valley. Instead of followino- that 
valley, however, Mr. Hamand has chosen to pierce the 'plateau between the North Sydney-road and the railway, in order to 
follow the valley of the creek leading from Chandos-street to Long Bay. In consequence of following that route Mr.
Hamand’s section shows that, at 65 chains from the railway, he is 23 feet higher than his starting point, and at 1 mile 15 
chains he is only on the same level. Moreover, he has a 40-feet cutting at 60 chains from the existing railway. Apart 
from these facts, it may be stated that the Flat Rock Valley route to Miller-street would be a quarter of a mile shorter than 
the Chandos-street Valley route. Moreover, a station on the North Sydney-road would serve the residents of Central 
Township and North Sydney much better than a station at Chandos-street.

Of Mr. Hamand s alternate proposal it is somewhat difficult to speak. In connecting two points on opposite sides of . 
a dividing range by a railway it is generally considered advisable to cross that range but once. By his alternate proposal, 
however, he w ould cross the range uhree times ; once at the lowest point in the range, where the Government line is con- 
Btrueted, then, completely turning round in the opposite direction to his objective point, Milson’s Point, he crosses the 
range a second time at one of the highest points on the range ; and here again, instead of his line constantly falling, as the 
Government line does, it nses for about 22 chains, at which point there is a cutting of about 35 feet. The third crossing I 
have already alluded to is in tunnel at about 160 feet below the summit of the range.- The distance to Miller-street by Mr.
Hamand’s alternate proposal would be three-quarters of a mile longer from Hornsby than the Flat Rock Valley line, while 
the dividing range would be crossed only once by the latter route. ’

According to Mr. Hamand’s section his original proposal is 4 miles 25 chains, and his alternate proposal 4 miles and 
3 chains in length, while the Government amended proposal is only 2 miles 51 chains. Thus it is seen that Mr. Hamand’s 
original proposal is 1 mile 54 chains, and his alternative proposal is 1 mile and 32 chains longer than the Government 
amended proposal. These figures are strictly accurate, and therefore other figures are inaccurate. In comparing Mr.
Hamand’s line with the Government amended line, either as regards length, cost, or accommodation provided in Lavender 
Bay for wharfage or for station purposes, it must be clearly remembered that it is necessary, first of all, to reduce each line 
to a common basis. Regarding accommodation for wharfage and station purposes, I will fully explain myself. On Mr.
Hamand’s line only 660 feet of a level run in Lavender Bay is provided, while those stations at the head of Careenin'? Cove 
and Neutral Bay are placed on grades of 1 in 220 for a length of only 5 chains. On the Government line 1,848 feet of a level 
run is provided at Lavender Bay, while the stations thereon are placed on grades of 1 in 400 for a length of 10 chains.

Now, I will assume that a level run of 1,848 feet in Lavender Bay has been provided, and that each station at the 
head of Careening Cove and Neutral Bay is placed on a grade of 1 in 400 for a length of 10 chains, then it follows that the 
run between Milson’s Point and the proposed station at Willoughby Falls must be increased by 30 chains. The three 
points which govern the grading of the line are the water level at Milson’s Point, the lowest land at Willoughby Falls,'and '

the
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C C. Bullock, the pre^nt ml wav. Xow, tl e bed aF thQ c^e^k at Willoughby Waterfalls is 130 feet above sea level ; but, as all the 
Esq. surr mwling Hud is higher, it is necessary to p’ace the station at a h'g ie** level That level has been fixed by Mr Hamand

■!—s at 15*2 feet aliove sea le\el Now, the southem cud of that pioposed stafion is distant 2 miles 7^ chains from Milson’s
24-July, 1890. Point, but that distance would be mcieased to 2 mi'es .37^ chains if the extia accommodation icf^ 1 to were provided.

Thus, instead of Mr Hamand’s ongmal proposal being 1 mile 54 chains longer than the Government amended line, it 
would actually be 2 miles and 4 chuns longer ; and instead of Mt Hamand’s alternate proposal being 1 mile and 32 chains 
longer than the Government amended proposal, it would actually be 1 mile and 62 chains longer

If Mi. Hamand did pro\ide the same accommodation as that which is provided for on the Government amended 
line, and did not increase the length of hi^> um, then, instead of the station at Willoughby Falls being 22 feet above the 
bed of the creek, it would be actually 6 feet below it, and the station rendered practically useless. To place that station 
at the ele\ation assigned to it by Mr, Hamand, and to provide the same accommodation as that provided for on the 
Government amended line, it would be necessary to increase the length of Mr Hamand’s line by those 30 chains. Now, 
the same arguments apply to the proposed stations at the head of Careening Cove and Neutral Bay, and, therefore, either 
those stations must be lowered or the length of run between them be increased. But, since the line between the station at 
Willoughby Waterfalls and Lavender Bay is either m tunnel or on escarpment, it will be readily seen that it would be 
enormously expensive to obtain the requisite length, since nearly the entire length would be in tunnel. But, assuming the 
extra length obtained, it follows that the length of Mr Hamand’s original proposal to be constructed would be increased from 
4 miles 25 chains to 4 miles 53 chains, and the alternative proposal from 4 miles 3 chains to 4 miles 33 chains It may suit 
Mr. Hamand to say that 660 feet at Milson’s Point is sufficient for local goods and passenger traffic ; but I desire that it 
shall be clearly understood not only that it is not feasible to provide the same accommodation the Government scheme 
provides m Lavender Bay, but that it is scarcely feasible to increase the accommodation at all. .

In reducing the estimated cost to the same basis, I shall assume, for the present, that Mr Hamand’s estimate of the 
cost of his line is correct. A correction, however, must be made for the 30 chains, the difference in length arising from the 
difference in the accommodation provided.

The original estimate of the Government proposal before the Committee is £262,000, but from that sum have to be 
deducted the following items :—£23,000 for properties situated over the tunnel, which need not be resumed, but which are 
included in the above estimate ; and £21,000 for the resumption of the Berry Estate, which, according to what has been 
stated m Committee, need not, under a provision in the Public Resumption Act, be paid for. These deductions, amounting 
to £49,000, reduce the estimate to £213,000. This amount, however, has to be increased by £21,700 to affect the altera
tion m grade, thereby bringing up the official estimated cost of the scheme before the Committee, with the modification in 
the grade proposed by the Acting Engineer-m-Chief for Railways, to £234,700. Now, in estimating the cost of construc
tion and resumption of the additional 30 chains on Mr. Hamand’s line at £40,000,1 have made a very reasonable allowance, 
since I have allowed for only half the distance in tunnel and half the distance for resumptions. Assuming Mr. Hamand’s 
estimate of £350,000 to be correct, then the total cost of Mr. Hamand’s line, reduced to the basis of the Government line, 
would be £390,000, oi £155,300 more than the Government amended line. # ^

It must also be remembered that the Government line utilizes the whole of the constructed portion of the line, while 
Mr. Hamand’s original proposal would render 78 chains, and his alternative proposal aboub 14 chains, of it useless. Neither 
of those portions could be utilized in continuing a line to the water level at Ball’s Head, since the distance thereto is alto
gether too short to obtain a giade of 1 in 40 ; nor could it he utilized for the purpose of a line to accommodate the popula
tion that may reside on the eastern side of the Lane Cove River. Apparently, Mr. Hamand is unacquainted with those 
portions of the district.

It may, I think, be taken for granted that, sooner or later, a high-level bridge will be built to connect North Shore 
with Sydney, and that the proper site for it is that between M'Mahon’s and Dawes’ Points. Now, while the Government 
amended line would follow the route to the b idge to the 12 miles’ point from Hornsby, Mr. Hamand’s original proposal 
would leave the route to the bridge at 9 miles 53 chains therefrom, and his alternate proposal at 10 miles 37 chains. ^ For 
the purpose of comparison, I will assume the bridge connection at 12 miles. Now, to carry out Mr. Hamand’s original 
proposal to Milson’s Point, and to continue the railvay to the bridge connection, the amount of capital that would be sunk 
in the work would be £390,009 to Milson s Point, and (say) £80,090 to the bridge connection, being a total of £470,000. 
But the Government amended line, as I have already pointed out, follows the line to the bridge connection ; and thus it is 
seen that, so fir as taking the line to Milson’s Point and to the bridge connection is concerned, the Government amended 
line would fulfil those conditions at a cost of £205,309 less than Mr. Hamand’s original proposal, and about £195,000 less 
than his alternative proposal And here I may remark that, while Mr. Hamand’s proposals are disadvantageous to a 
bridge connection, the Government proposals are advantageous to a spiral tunnel connection, as proposed by Mr. Hamand, 
since they terminate at the same point at which Mi. Hamand’s proposals terminate. .

Among other advantages claimed by Mr. Hamand for his scheme, is one to the effect that it would save 2 miles of 
the route to Cremorne. The value of this argument will be readily seen from the following figures. According to the 
evidence of the Acting Engineer-m Chief for Railways, the estimated cost of construct on and resumptions to extend the 
railway from the head of Lavender Bay to Cremorne is £115,009, and, as the estimated cost of the line to Milson’s Point 
is £234,70), it necessarily follows that the total cost of continuing the Government amended line to the extremity of 
Milson’s Point and to Ciemorne itself is £349,700, or £40.3 K) less than the estimated cost, to take Mr. Hamand’s line, 
reduced to the basis of the Government line, to Milson’s Point only. Not only, therefore, is it no argument to say that 
Mr. Hamand’s line saves 2 miles of the route to Cremorne, because, even if it saved the whole length of it instead of only 
a portion of it, it would still be cheaper by £40,300 to reach Cremorne by the Government route. . #

A fuither advantage claimed by Mi Hamand is, that his line would form the first 2 miles of a line 
to Manly. That would be true if a line thereto branched off his line at 2 miles from Milson’s Point ; but I 
challenge Mr. Hamand to prove that those 2 miles would follow the proper route. The proper route, and the 
shorter route, to Manly would be by tunnel from the head of Lavender Bay to Neutral Ba}", which would be crossed 
by a bridge about 50 feet above sea level; thence the line would continue through the Cooper leaseholds between the 
Military road and Mossman’s Bay; it would then continue through the Rangers’ Estate, and passing under the 
Mihtary-road would descend the spur leading to the Spit, which, in my opinion, should be crossed by a bridge at 
least 100 or 120 feet m height. Now, the distance from Milson’s Point to the Spit, via Mr. Hamand’s line, and a 
continuation thereof along the Middle Harbour watershed, would be about 5 miles, while by the route I suggest 
it would be only 4^ miles. If Mr Hamand’s line, instead of mine, were adopted, there would be a saving of a 1^ mile 
of construction ; but it must not be forgotten that the estimated cost of Mr. H imand’s line to Milson’s Point exceeds 
that of the Government line by £155,300 With this £155,300 it may fairly be assumed that it would construct 2 miles 
of my proposed line to Manly ; hence it follows that for the same cost that Mr Hamand can take his line to Milson’s Point, 
the Government line can be extended to that Point, and to a point three-qualters of a mile nearer to Manly than Mr. 
Hamand’s line takes it. In other words, if £390,000, the estimated cost of Mr. Hamand’s line to Milson’s Point, were 
expended in carrying out the Government amended line, and in constructing a railway towards Manly by the route I 
suggest, then instead of there being 3 miles to construct, as there would be to reach the Spit from Mr. Hamand’s line, 
there would be only 2J miles to construct to reach the Spit from the point of my suggested line at which the £390,000 was 
exhausted. 0'hese figures show unmistakably that Mr Hamand’s line does not afford any advantages to reach Manly over 
those of the Government line, but that, m reality, the reverse is the case Nor should it be forgotten that a considerable 
length of the route I propose to Manly could be utilized for the extension to Oemorne Moreover, it follows Mr Hamand’s 
line until it reaches the western side of Neutial Bay, and thus, if necessary, which I contend it is not, a station could be 
placed between Willoughby and M‘DougaIl-streets, at the head of Careening Cove, as proposed by Mr Hamand. Again, a 
station placed on the opposite side of Neutral Bay would seive the population there and at Shell Cove infinitely better 
than a station on Mr. Hamand’s line, at the head of Neutral Bay gorge, and on the western side of it Mr. Hamand urges 
as an objection to the Government line to Milson’s Point, that it is a one-sided line for collecting traffic. If that be so, then 
I contend that Mr Hamand’s proposed extension to Manly, as far as the Spit is concerned, is unmistakably a one-sided 
line, since for nearly its whole length it is not more than 10 or 20 chains from Long Bay. On the other hand, the 
Mihtary-road is about 30 chains, the nearest part of Port Jackson about a mile, and Bradley’s, Chowder, George’s and 
Middle Heads are about 1J or 2 miles from it. The route I propose would pass through the centie of the district, and, 
moreover, there is a much larger area of land on the Port Jackson watershed than on the Long Bay watershed ; and, m 
addition thereto, the latter watershed has a north-westerly aspect which is very objectionable for residential purposes.

When
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When Mr. Hamand speaks of the stations on his line serving the various portions of the district referred to by him, C. C. Bullock, 
he must evidently intend to carry the traffic direct to Sydney, otherwise, as I shall presently show, hut little traffic would Esq. 
be served by those stations. Mr. Hamand’s proposal to cross the harbour by an iron tube laid at the bottom thereof, and 
to descend thereto and ascend therefrom by a helical tunnel, is possible, and may be feasible ; but I do not think it is the 24 July, 1890. 
proper means to adopt to cross the harbour. In my opinion, the harbour should be crossed by a high-level bridge, not by 
tunnels, helical or inclined. A connection across the harbour should provide for railway, vehicular, and foot traffic, and 
this cannot be provided for by tunnelling. Of what use to North Shore for vehicular cr foot traffic would an incline 
tunnel across the harbour be? The tunnel proposed by Mr. Eddy would disappear at King-street, in Sydney, and 
re-appear at Bay-road Station at North Shore, a distance of about 21 miles, and its grade, I understand, would 
probably be 1 in 30. Nor would Mr. Hamand’s tunnel be of service except for railway purposes. Its minimum 
length would be over 2 miles, and the distance to travel between Milson’s Point and Circular Quay would he 2J miles, 
as against J mile by ferry. Probably the 2J miles could be travelled as quickly as the f mile, but it is a well-known 
fact that tunnels are objectionable on suburban passenger lines, and should be avoided as much as possible. Now, if Mr.
Hamand’s connection across the harbour were made, there would be nearly 3 miles of tunnel between the northern side of 
the Military-road and Circular Quay, while, if the Government line were adopted, and the bridge connection were made, 
there would be no tunnel between Hornsby and Wynyard-square. Moreover, while the distance from Hornsby, by Mr.
Haraand’s original proposal, to Milson’s Point, and by tunnel to Circular Quay, would be 16J miles, the distance from Hornsby 
by the Government line and by bridge nmuld be only 13f miles, and VVynj7ard-square is more central than Circular Quay.
Besides, while Mr. Hamand’s tube would be placed 60 feet below the water, the bridge would be erected 160 feet above it.

With reference to Mr. Hamand’s line being continued beyond Milson’s Point and under the harbour by a helical 
tunnel, since the radius of the sharpest curve in Mr. Hatnand’s line is 12 chains, I presume the curve of the tunnel would 
be no sharper, more especially as that radius would give the requisite fall for a grade of 1 in 70. Now, a 12 chains’ curve 
from the end of Milson’s Point would take in the whole of the water frontage between the extremity of Milson’s Point and 
the south-western boundary of The Pastoralists’ Association’s property. What the cost of resumption of those frontages 
would be I would not like to say; but I think Mr. Hamand will agree with me that some other point of departure must 
be adopted. If a point in the line in Lavender Bay be adopted so that the southern nortion of the curve lie under Campbell- 
street, then about 10 chains of the line to Milson’s Point would be unnecessary for that particular purpose. If a station were 
placed at that point, and a level run provided between it and the head of the bay, then, as I have already pointed out, it 
would be enormously expensive to obtain the necessary run to obtain a 1 in 70 grade to the station at Willoughby Water
falls. The other alternative is to run the curve in the opposite direction ; but that arrangement would be objectionable since 
shunting would have to be resorted to at Milson’s Point. .

Mr. Hamand states that his line would provide better accommodation to the district than the Government line ; but 
I shall endeavour to prove that neither in the eolleetion of passenger traffic, nor for the distribution of a local goods traffic, is 
Mr. Hamand’s line superior to the Government line.

Regarding the distribution of goods for the local population, it is quite evident that but little, if any, goods would 
be carried by the railway from Milson’s Point for distribution between that Point and St. Leonards Station. Goods going 
from Milson’s Point in that direction would probably be carted, as at present. Undoubtedly the bulk of the goods for'local 
distribution would come from the north. Now, I contend that, for a central distributing station for the upper portion of 
St. Leonards, no point is more central or convenient for that purpose than St. Leonards Station itself. WTithin a radius of 
mile of this station, Central Township, the proposed stations on Mr. Hamand’s line at North Sydney-road and at Miller-street, 
near the bridge in course of construction at Long Bay, nearly the whole of the plateau overlooking Long Bay, a portion of 
the recreation reserve in Falcon-street, St. Thomas’ Church, near the Crow’s Nest, a large portion of the villages of Greenwich 
and Longueville, and the various brickyards at Gore Hill, are embraced. In fact, the most distant point on the visible 
portion of Mr. Hamand’s line on the northern side of the Military-road is not 1J mile from St. Leonards Station.
Moreover, it should be remembered that St. Leonards Station is higher than any proposed station on Mr. Hamand’s line, 
while it is 85 feet higher than the proposed station near the Willoughby Waterfalls. I again assert, in the most emphatic 
manner, that no better position could be chosen for a central distributing station than St. Leonards Station, and that that 
station already affords the fullest accommodation for the upper portions of the district. Moreover, as the passenger traffic 
in that portion of the district will be fully provided for when the tramway is extended to the North Sydney Tramway and 
Investment Company’s bridge, it must.be admitted, without reservation, that at least that portion of Mr. Hamand’s line 
extending from the present line to the mouth of the tunnel on the southern side of the Military-road, either for goods or 
passengers, is absolutely unnecessary.

As regards the carriage of goods from the north to St. Leonards Station it should be very clearly remembered that 
the question of superiority of grades does not enter.' From the point where Mr. Hamand’s line junctions with the present 
railway, the distance to St. Leonards Station is about a mile. Of this length j mile is practically level, while 
the other quarter is built on a grade of 1 in 66, which is practically the same as 1 in 70. It may he here mentioned that the 
nearest 1 in 50 grade to St. Leonards Station commences at 8 miles 60 chaius and terminates at 9 miles 41 chains from 
Hornsby ; and it should not be forgotten that all goods from the north would have to be hauled over the 1 in 50 grades to 
reach any station in Mr. Hamand’s line.

Now, I have shown that for the distribution of goods for the upper portion of the district, ample accommodation has 
been provided by the construction of St. Leonards Station, but I would point out that the Government line provides for 
another conveniently situated distributing station at Bay-road. Within a radius of a mile from that station, half of the 
recreation reserve in Falcon-street, nearly the whole length of Mr. Hamand’s line on the southern side of the Military- 
road, the head of Neutral Bay, the whole of Blue’s Point, and Ball’s Head, would be embraced. Now, I contend that no 
station could be placed on Mr. Hamand’s line, in the Neutral Bay Yalley, that could be compared with the station in Bay-road.
From the latter there is an excellent approach to the township, but from the former it would be an expensive undertaking 
to provide for an approach at all. The bulk of the population is in Alfred-street and to the west of that street; but, the 
difference in the levels of that street and the railway varies from 100 to 150 feet, and in a distance of about 10 or 12 chains 
only. Any approach from a station in that'gorge to the township must be, of necessity, a circuitous one. Neither that 
station nor the station proposed to be placed at the head of Careening Cove in Mr. Hamand’s line would be of much use 
either for goods or passenger traffic.

To sum up the question of the local distribution of goods, I contend that the upper portion of the district is already 
served, and that the Government scheme provides greater facilities for the lower portions than Mr. Hamand’s scheme pro
vides. Moreover, it may be mentioned that the Government amended scheme is located within a mile of nine-tenths of the 
whole population of the Shore.

Now, I contend that neither Mr. Hamaud’s line nor the Govenment line, nor the two lines combined, would serve any 
great number of the local population of the three boroughs, yet I contend that the Government scheme would serve the 
greater number. And it should be clearly remembered that it is not a question as to whether the Government line would 
serve the people in this locality or whether Mr. Hamand’s line would serve the people in that locality ; but, since neither ,
line would serve the people in both localities, the question is which line would serve the greater number of people. While 
the Government line passes through the three boroughs already alluded to, and which have a population of 16,395, Mr.
Hamand’s line passes through only two boroughs, which have a population of only 12,925. In dealing with the local 
passenger traffic, it should be borne in mind that the bulk of the population is located along the water-line and within 
walking distance of the ferry. Then, the cable tramway runs right through the most populated part of the district, and 
when it is extended to Long Bay, about 14,630 out of the 16,395 inhabitants of the Shore will be amply provided for. When 
it is remembered that Mr. Hamand’s line is located only 5 mile to the east of the tramway it can be readily understood 
that it is not required. What earthly use would a station be in the Neutral Bay Valley ? The residents of the few houses 
on the top of it might use it, but no one else would, because the bulk of the population there could reach a ferry or the tram 
in less time than they could reach the station. Then again, who would use a station near Willoughby-street? Within a 
few yards of that street, ferries and the tram a,re in close proximity. But little consideration is required to show that the 
line from the Military-road to Milson’s Point could not be patronized to any appreciable extent, for the simple reason that 
the most ample accommodation in the shape of ferries and the tram is available. If stations would be made use of on Mr.
Hamand’s line at Willoughby-street, and in the Neutral Bay Gully, then I should contend that stations on the Govemmeut 
line at Walker-street, at the head of Lavender Bay, and Union-street, near the head of Berry’s Bay, would also be made 
use of. Notwithstanding that there are over 3,000 inhabitants between these points and Blue’s Point, and that ferry 
steamers do not run to Berry’s Bay, yet I contend that very few would patronize the railway, even if stations were located 
at the places mentioned. A reference to a map will show that the whole of the 1,765 inhabitants o the two eastern wards 
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C..C. Bulloot, of the Borough of St. Leonards are situated to the east of, and located about 150 feet above, Mr. Hamand’s line, showing 
Esq. that his line could not be used by them. The inhabitants in these wards, now or in the future, can be accom- 

^ modated only by a system of tramways, or by the line to Manly to which I have referred. With the exception
24 July, 1890. the population, which may in the future reside between the Willoughby Waterfalls and Willoughby or 

Cammeray Point, I fail to see that Mr. Hamand’s line will accommodate any other portion of the district; even 
Willoughby Point, in Middle Harbour itself, is only three quarters of a mile from the North Sydney Tramway and Invest
ment Company’s bridge over which their tram will run. Jiut, whatever traffic Mr. Hamand’s line would collect, 1 doubt 
whether it would be sufficient to pay working expenses of the extension, let alone the interest on £155,300, the difference 
of cost of his scheme and the Government scheme which, at 3-^ per cent, would represent an annual payment of £5,435. 
The only portion of the district that I contend the Government scheme will accommodate is that between the Lane Cove- 
road, Bay-road, and Carr-street to the head of Berry’s Bay ; thence by that bay, Ball’s Head Bay, and Gore Bay, and by 
Berry’s Creek to the Lane Cove-road again. Nearly the whole of that space is the Berry Estate, and it will carry a large 
population. Its area is over 400 acres, while the area of the borough of Victoria is only 200 acres, and it has now a 
population of 3,470. It may be here mentioned that, at the head of Ball’s Head Bay, and within 300 or 400 yards of Bay- 
road Station, the manufacture of neokratine is carried on. Although, I understand, there are now only twenty hands 
employed, it is confidently hoped, when the works are in full swing, that the number will be increased to 100. But, while 
all the stations on Mr. ilamand’s line are within a half mile of a tram, a ferry, or the railway, it should be distinctly under
stood that the two stations on the Government line are nearly twice the distance from the tramway or a ferry. Now I 
consider that I have shown nob only that Mr. Hamand’s line is unnecessary for a local goods line, but, that it is practically 
useless as a passenger line.

_ The chief advantage claimed by Mr. Hamand for his line is that it possesses a better grade than the Government 
line, that while the grade of the Government line is 1 in 50 the grade on his line is 1 in 70. The advantage, at first sight, 
would appear greater than it really is. Therefore, it is of the very greatest importance to remember that, of the 10 miles 
51 chains of the railway already constructed, the ruling grade is not 1 in 70, but 1 in 50. Why, then, should the remaining 
short portion of the line be constructed on a grade other than that of the ruling grade, more especially when it would 
necessitate the line being taken in a circuitous route, and at an enormous expenditure. From the foregoing remarks it is 
clearly seen that, whatever advantages Mr. Hamand may claim on the score of grades, those advantages apply, not to the 
entire length of the branch line, but to his extension only. Outside his extension no advantages can be claimed, since a 1 in 
50 grade is encountered within a few chains after leaving it. If, therefore, a fully laden train left Milson’s Point and 
travelled up Mr. Hamand’s line, so soon as it arrived at the Government line so soon would it stop. To get over the difficulty 
either 33 per cent, of the load would have to be left behind or additional power be applied, and that could be applied 
equally as well, if not better, at Milson’s Point. If it were probable that a large goods traffic would be carried on the 
extension between Milson’s Point and St. Leonards Station for local distribution, then a grade of 1 in 70 would be an 
advantage ; but it has been shown that there is little likelihood of more traffic being carried on the extension than 
on the other portion of the line, therefore a grade superior to that of the ruling grade is hardly necessary for the 
extension. With regard to haulage down the .Milson’s Point grade, if a load that can betaken up the ruling grade of 
1 in 50 from Milson’s Point can be safely taken down the ruling grade of 1 in 40 to the Hawkesbury River, it follows of 
necessity that a load that can be taken up the Hawkesbury River grade can be more safely taken down the Milson’s Point 
grade. On the Milson’s Point grade the smaller load would be taken down the flatter grade, while upon the Hawkesbury 
River grade the larger load would be taken down upon the steeper grade. Moreover, as the traffic from the North to 
Milson’s Point will be heavier than the traffic from Milson’s Point thereto, it will be readily seen that the load to be taken 
down the Milson’s Point grade will be measured by the load hauled up the Hawkesbury grade. Now, if it be dangerous to 
take down a grade of 1 in 50 that which can be hauled up a grade of 1 in 40, how much more dangerous would it be to take 
down a grade of 1 in 40 that which could be taken up a grade of 1 in 70. As with haulage, so with speed. Any advantages 
claimed on the score of speed apply not to the entire branch railway, but to the extension only ; and, although a train 
would travel up a grade of 1 in 70, half as fast again as it would travel up a grade of 1 in 50, the difference in speed would 
affect a distance of only 2 miles, and against that advantage the extra length of Mr. Hamand’s line would have to be debited. 
It may, therefore, be stated that Mr. Hamand’s extension could be travelled as quickly as the Government extension by 
through trains ; but since there would be five stations on Mr. Hamand’s line as against three stations on the Government

• line, it would necessarily follow that Air. Hamand’s extension could not be travelled as quickly as the Government exten
sion by slow trains. With regard to the advantages of a 1 in 70 grade over a 1 in 50 grade as regards locomotive expenses, 
which arc directly affected by grades, I find, according to the Railway Commissioner’s Report for 1887, that the average 
working expenses per train mile were 54‘God. of which IG’Gld. were due to locomotive power and repairing expenses. Now, 
I have already pointed out that only 2 miles of the extension is on a I in 50 grade, and against this Air. Hamand’s original 
proposal is over a mile longer than the Government line. For the purpose of my calculations I shall assume that fifty trains 
depart from and arrive at Milson’s Point daily. That would give a train mileage of 200. Now, assume that the locomotive 

- expenses of a 1 in 50 grade are in inverse ratio to the haulage capacity, and we have £ 15 a day on the 1 in 50 grade and £10 
a day on the 1 in 70 grade, a difference in favour of the better grade of £5 per day. But, against that advantage we have 
to deduct 100 train miles run on the extra mile in length on Mr. Hamand’s line, which, at only 3 2d. per train mile is equal 
to £5 per day, and consequently the locomotive expenses on both lines are equal. In other words, the lower cost of loco
motive power on the flatter grade is compensated for by the shorter run on the steeper grade.

Seeing, therefore, that the Government line is superior to Air. Hamand’s line as regards the distribution of goods to 
the local population and the collection of local passenger traffic, and seeing also that no advantage would be gained by 
adopting Mr. Hamand’s line as regards grade, 1 am forced to the opinion that there is nothing to warrant the construction 
of Air. Hamand s line in preference to the Government line.

A serious objection to Mr. Hamand’s line is the fact that he has made insufficient provision for the goods traffic that 
will reach Lavender Bay. It has been suggested that even when the railway reaches the water, thelargc goods traffic expected 
to gradually develop will be throttled by the Department to force all such traffic to Darling Harbour. If undue compulsion 
were attempted, which is not likely, it would certainly not be long successful. A railway coming to a central position on a 
splendid and busy harbour will sow its own goods traffic. Industries will arise where water and rail communication 
junction, and will demand the necessary railway carriage of their incoming land-borne goods, and of their outward land- 
borne productions. Not only so, but the specially local industries which now exist between Hornsby and Alilson’s Point 
will develop and increase, others will be originated, and they must use the railway for a harbour outlet. Then the very 
means of communication a railway supplies will cause the North Sydney population to grow even much more rapidly than 
in the past, and the goods requirements of that population, with the usual wharfage and commercial needs of a large city 
will, not only find ample paying goods traffic for a railway, but will make the most powerful means of goods conveyance 
ou land—that is a railway—an absolute necessity. "

According to Air. Hamand’s section, only G60 feet of level run at Milson’s Point is provided. The line then ascends on 
a grade of 1 in 70, and leaves Lavender at 34 chains therefrom, end at an elevation of 30 feet above high-water mark, 
thus rendering the greater portion of the frontage useless for shipping purposes. To make the line available for wharfage 
purposes it would be necessary to extend the railway on a level bench to near the head of Lavender Bay, as is the case 
with the Government line, but, as I have already pointed out on several occasions, it would not be feasible to do that and 
obtain a 1 in 70 grade on Air. Hamand’s line. A I in 70 grade can be obtained only by sacrificing wharfage accom
modation, and wharfage accommodation can be obtained only by sacrificing the grade, or by enormously increasing the 
cost of construction. ^

Another objection is the fact that Air. Hamand’s scheme does not offer the same facilities as the Government line for 
extension to the various bays of the harbour. Suppose, for instance, it were necessary to extend Air. Hamand’s line to 
Cremorne. To do so from the northern side of the Military-road would necessitate a run of about 2£ miles, the greater 
portion of which would be in tunnel, and, necessarily, the cost of construction would be enormous. If it were extended 
thereto from the station at the head of the Neutral Bay Yalley, a run of H mile would be necessary, while the cost of 
resumptions along the route would be considerable. Nor could Air. Hamand’s line be extended to Xurraba Point, iii 
Neutral Harbour, except by shunting from Alilson’s Point. Aloreover, the proposed reclaimed lands at the heads of Careening 
and Neutral Bays could not be tapped from Air. Hamand’s line except by shunting from Alilson’s Point. Those reclaimed 
lands would serve for the erection thereon of a locomotive depot, while if there were no locomotive .depot, all engines would 
have to be sent to Eveleigh to be cleaned or repaired. If it were necessary to connect the western side of Neutral Harbour 
with Air. Hamand’s line, a run of 50 chains would be necessary to reach the water level, thus rendering useless for shipping 
purposes, since the Jine would bp away from and too high above tffe water, the best portion of the water froufiagps. Now,
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the Government line can be extended from the head of Lavender Bay to the proposed reclaimed lands at Careening and C. C. Bullock* 
JNeutrai Bays and on to Cremorne, and, moreover, it can be extended thereto in the future practically at the same cost as at Esq. 
present, since nearly the whole of its length is in tunnel, thereby necessitating but little expenditure in resumption. From - a 
this extension branches can be run toKurraba Point, on the eastern side, or Kirribilli Point, on the western side of Neutral 94. inlv iSQrt 
Harbour. And while these extensions would be perfectly level the extensions from Mr. Hamand’s line would be on a grade. y> 
r j °T> I C2ntf i ^ S*J0U^ lost sight of for a moment, that it is absolutely necessary that the eastern side of
Lavender Bay shall be made available for shipping purposes. That frontage is the most valuable asset in connection with 
the railway, because it cannot be denied that within five years of the opening of the line that asset alone will be worth as 
much as the whole branch line of railway cost. In spite of anything that has been said to the contrary, evidence has been 
given which conclusively proves that wool, wood, coal, bricks, fruit, and other merchandise will be carried, and it would be 
preposterous to suppose that 600 feet, as allowed by Mr. Hamand, is sufficient to accommodate both the passenger 
and the goods traffic that would go there. Mr. Hamand’s line, as a matter of fact, makes no provision for goods traffic, 
and, what is more, it cannot make provision for it in Lavender Bay. I challenge Mr. Hamand to show that he can strike 
the water-level at the head of Lavender Bay, and retain a grade of 1 in 70, except at a prohibitive cost, 
v ,3\ h^ve sta*1d thafc North Shor® shoul(i eventually be connected with Sydney by a high-level bridge, and that it 

should be located between Hawes’ Point and M‘Mahon’s Point. Although the water distance between Dawes’ Point and- 
Milson s Point is shorter than that between Dawes’ Point and M‘Mahon’s Point, yet it must be remembered that the land 
m the vicinity of Milson s Point is low in comparison with that at M‘Mahon’s Point, while the approaches to the bridge at 
the latter point would be very much shorter than the approaches to it at Milson’s Point. Moreover it is more direct to St.
Leonards Station, and to the cable tramway in Miller-street, which doubtless would be taken across the bridge if it were 
constructed. Besides the bridge should be placed as far west as possible, and placing it at M‘Mahon’s Point would leave 
.Lavender Bay entirely open to incoming vessels. I have assumed the height of the bridge at 160 feet, and from that .
elevation a grade of 1 m 50 could be obtained on the Sydney side by commencing to rise at Charlotte-place. On the North 
bhore side a connection could be made on a 1 in 80 grade at 12 miles from Hornsby.
-mi-i ? ^ bridge would do away with the necessity of extending the railway from the bridge connection to
Milson s Point X say no, because the line must be continued to the water for the purpose of utilizing the water frontages for 
goods traffic, and in the meantime, since the construction of the bridge would occupy some years to bring the present 
constructed portion of the line into profitable operation. i r

Mr. Hamand claims that his line will earn more than the Government line since its length is over 1 mile greater
and since all passenger fares are based upon mileage. When it is remembered, however, that this extra mile is obtained at an 
expenditure of over £150,000 it will be readily seen that advantages, other than that of taxing the people for all time to
pay interest on that sum, a doubtful advantage certainly, should be proved. If the State possessed more capital than it
could profitably employ then it might, with some degree of justification, purposely increase the length of railways to extract 
higher fares from the pockets of those who used them. There is a great difference, however, between a few individuals 
constructing a railway for the public, and the public constructing a railway for themselves. The principle which guides 
private individuals m constructing railways is graphically described by A. M. Wellington M.I.C.E., one of the best 
American authorities on railways*, who states as follows :—“ Spending money to shorten one’s own line for through business, 
therefore, must, except under peculiar circumstances, be classed among those charitable actions for which a reward may 
possibly be hoped for in the next world, but hardly in this. The only important exceptions are : First, when a road 
loaches all important points over its own lines, as the Pennsylvania ; or secondly, when it is built for other reasons than 
direct profit to the investors, as the Cincinnati Southern Kailway, or lines built by the State.” I may here remark that Mr.
Hamand s tunnel under the harbour would sufficiently increase the mileage between Hornsby and Sydney without adding 
another mile to it, as he proposes. Mr. Hamand may compel passengers to pay the extra fare on the mile between Hornsby 
and Milson s Point, but I venture to assert that he would carry few passengers by his tunnel between Milson’s Point and 
Circular Quay if mileage rates were charged. People would not pay fares for nearly 3 miles of railway under the harbour . 
when they could travel by steamer on the top of the harbour by paying a penny fare.

With regard to the cost of resumptions on Mr. Hamand’s line I find, since writing the above, that Mr. Hamand’s 
estimate is only £130,000. I have made a careful valuation of the land and houses outside Lavender Bay, and the tunnels, 
and I estimate the cost at £126,568. Now. Mr. Hamand’s line necessitates the resumption of all the water frontage on the 
eastern side of Lavender Bay, and this is valued by the Government Valuator at £67,760, bringing up the total sum to 
£194-,328, or £64,328 more than Mr. Hamand’s estimate. Taking the cost of the line at £220,000, as estimated by Mr 
Deane and Mr. Hamand, and we have the total cost of Mr. Hamand’s line at £414,328. But reducing Mr Hamand’s line 
to the basis of the Government amended line brings up the total cost to £454,328, or £219,628 more than the cost of the 
Government line.

In my previous calculations I assumed that the cost of Mr. Hamand’s scheme exceeded the cost of the Government 
scheme by only £155,300, so that the capital that would be sunk in continuing the railway to Milson’s Point and to the 
bridge connection w-ould be £299,618, . instead of £225,300. And instead of the difference in cost of the two 
schemes constructing the Manly line three-quarters of a mile nearer that place than Mr. Hamand’s line would carry it. 
it would in reality carry it about 1J mile nearer.

With regard to Mr. Hamand’s line collecting more trafiSc, or effecting a saving in working expenses, it must be 
clearly remembered that Mr. Hamand s line would have to earn annually £7,686 in interest on the additional capital 
(£219,628),. and (say) £750 for working expenses for the additional mile, a total of £8,436 more than the Government line..
That sum is sufficient to pay all working expenses of 11 miles of the railway.

I would respectfully point out to the members of the Committee, that in dealing with this line they have to consider 
not only the present but the future. In that respect it is very different from a country line passing through a district 
which ^ in twenty years time will not be sufficiently populated to seriously interfere with the course of a railway. The 
extension of the North Shore Line has to pass through lands which are only vacant because they have been locked up.
Immediately they are opened they will be settled. Settlement and building will so increase the cost of resumption that 
even were it decided the line would only be required twenty years hence, it would be a great saving to resume now, 
allowmg for compound interest on the present resumption value. The population of the boroughs of North Shore is now 
16,395, it having increased 129 per cent, in the last eight years, in spite of many portions having inferior communication. If 
we take a similar increase in the future, and as the communication is improved, especially by a railway, the area for settlement 
being thus immensely widened, the ratio of increase should be greater, a very large population will be settled on the 
Shore in twenty years’ time. Thus if we reckon the present population of the boroughs as 16,000 instead of 16,395, and the 
increase m eight years as only 125 per'cent., instead of 129 per cent., we may calculate the population of twenty 
years hence as about 130,000. It is, perhaps, natural for a person who has watched the growth of the North Shore 
population from small beginnings for fifty years past to think it only amounts to so much per year, and that 
is not a great deal, but the increase of the population of Sydney itself would look very small viewed in that light.
Such an estimate omits altogether the effect of the compound increase, and the Shore has now a sufficient population 
to make the compound increase tell enormously every year. Therefore it is not even the present considerable 
population this railway has to reckon with but the vastly increased population of the immediate future. Those 
who believe, as surely all must, that Sydney will, not so many years hence, rival the present one million population 
of New York, will believe also that North Shore will be its Brooklyn, with at least one-half the population of 
Sydney. . This means a great city with wide-spread suburbs, and although the proposed extension of the railway promises, 
in my opinion, at a comparatively early date, a highly remunerative return, the proposal deals also with the resumption now 
at a comparatively slight cost of the ground for a railway, which by future development will yield a rich harvest on the 
original outlay. If it be said in answer to this that with the prospects of such a future Milson’s Point does not offer suffi
cient accommodation, I would draw attention to the fact that the promontory on which Milson’s Point is situated, extending 
as it does from Milson’s to Kirribilli Point, is by far the widest promontory on the north side of the harbour and thus 
affords a greater expanse for all future developments than any other situation. *

In conclusion, I say that Mr. Hamand’s scheme should not be constructed in preference to the Government scheme 
because it would cost nearly £220,000 more ; because it would be over 1 mile longer; because it would necessitate the 
additional construction of a large portion of the Government proposed line to connect with a high-level bridge ; because it 
does not offer the same facilities for extensions to the various bays on the northern side of the harbour; because it would 
not serve as great a local population ; because it does not afford the same accommodation for distribution of goods ; because 
it does not possess advantages to reach Manly ; because it makes inadequate provision for a goods traffic ; and because it 
renders practically useless the most valuable asset on the line—that is, the water frontage on the eastern side of Lavender Bay.

271—0 ' ~~ : : TUESDAY,
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present:—
The Honorable JOHN LACKET (Vice-Chairman).

The Hon. Andrew Garran.
The Hon. Erederick Thomas Humphery. 
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett. 
Jacob Garrard, Esq.

William McCourt, Esq.

James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq. 
William Springthorpe Dowel, Esq. 
Edward William O’Sulliyan, Esq., 
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway to connect the North Shore Railway with the
deep waters of Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point.

Charles Cyrus Bullock, Esq., surveyor, sworn, and further examined :—
C. C. Bullock, 2974. Dr. Garran.'] Taking your figures as to the position of the population on the North Shore, I should 

Escl- like to follow up the two proposed lines of railway from the start, to see if you can give me an approxi- 
' s mate estimate of the area which each station on each of the two lines would serve, together with the

29 July, 1890. present population. Starting from Milson’s Point—that would not be a collecting station for traffic on 
the way to Sydney, but simply a discharging station ? Tes.
2975. Therefore we cannot credit it with any business on its own account as a station ? Exactly so.
2976. It is not proposed by the Government to have a station at the head of Lavender Bay, but if there 
were such a station there would be no traffic there, because no one would take the train for such a short 
distance in order to reach the ferry at Milson’s Point ? Just so.
2977. Therefore, the first collecting station on the Government line would be Bay-street ? Tes.
2978. What area, of course taking into account the drainage of the traffic by the tramway, would that 
station serve ? Do you mean in acreage ?
2979. Tes. Could you give me a rough estimate ? I think about 200 acres. I reckon that the two 
stations would serve 400 acres, and that each of them would serve half that area.
2980. Have you any idea what the present resident population is which the Bay-street Station would 
serve ? No ; and any statement I could make would not be worth having. ' I might say that there is not 
very much there at present.
2981. Can you form any idea as to what the prospective population might be ? Tes. In the Borough of 
Victoria, the area of which is about the same as the area which this station would serve, there are 3,470 
residents, and I think that this space round the station is quite as capable, or more capable, of carrying 
that population than the Borough of Victoria is.
2982. Judging by the population on a similar area, you conclude that this 200 acres will be able to carry
the population which you have mentioned ? Tes. It would be capable of carrying more. The Borough 
of Victoria could carry 6,470 people. _ _
2983. I am thinking of the traffic six years hence ;—would the area to which we are referring be capable
of carrying 4,000 people without being overcrowded ? Quite.. _
2984. Are the whole 200 acres fairly suitable for building purposes ? Tes ; the greater portion of this 
area is very suitable for building—every part of the country from Bay-road Station to Ball’s Head, and 
from the station to the Lane Cove-road. I do not include any of the population on the Lane Cove-road, 
because that would filter to the tramway.
2985. I presume that you have drawn an imaginary line of demarcation ? The Lane Cove-road forms
the boundary. The people to the north-east of it would go to the tramway, while those to the south
west would go to the railway station. *
2986. Are you crediting this station with the whole of the people who reside at Ball’s Head ? Tes ; I 
should do so.
2987. Irrespective of the possibility of a steam ferry service there ? Tes ; because at the Head the ground 
is very abrupt, and people could not get down.
2988. How far is it from this station to Ball’s Head ? About 3,500 feet—.1,200 yards.
2989. Roughly, two-thirds of a mile ? Tes. - _
2990. Now take the next station, at Edwards’-road—what area do you consider it would drain ? About 
the same area as before—200 acres.
2991. Are those 200 acres fairly good for building purposes ? Tes. Some of the land down the creeks 
is a little rough, but generally speaking it is suitable for residential purposes.
2992. Do you think that in five or ten years’ time this area will carry 4,000 people ? It is capable of
doing so. '
2993. The next station is the St. Leonards Station, which is common to both routes ? Tes.
2994. Now take the other line—the first collecting station on that line would be that at Careening
Cove? Tes. _
2995. What area will it drain, remembering the steam-boat competition ? I cannot see that the station
there would serve any people at all, except a few houses right on the top. _ _
2996. Would not the country to the north drain down to this station? There is no portion of that
country half-a-mile from the ferry. Careening Cove Station is only 1,800 feet—600 yards—from the 
ferry at the bottom of High-street. _ _ _ _
2997. If you were living within a quarter of a mile to the north of this station, would you pass it to 
come to the steamer? No. This station is in a valley, and if you lived a quarter of a mile away from 
it, you would be close to the tramway. The trams and steamers bristle here.
2998. Tou think the competition of trams and steamers would destroy the value of this station as a 
collecting station ? I think so.
2999. What is the next station—Bent-street ? Tes.
3000. What drainage area would it give you ? Only a few houses immediately situated--------
3001. I asked for the area? I think 10 or 20 acres at the very outside. I do not think that it would 
serve as much as that.
3002. Those 20 acres comprise steep slopes and valleys? I suppose this is the worst part of the North
Shore for building purposes. • 3003.
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3003. You would not credit it with tlie possibility of carrying a large population? I should not. If C. 0. Bullock,
there were a large population there, the people would travel by the steamers. ^S(i'
3004. What would you put as the maximum population which would drain to this station? My state-
mont is very much a guess, and I do not see that it has much value—say 200 people. u
3005. What is the next station ? That at Willoughby Falls.
3006. W hat area will it drain ? You must understand that the same arguments apply again as to lines 
of communication.

1890.

3007. You are not to credit it with any traffic that would go to the tramway ;—I ashed for the area that 
will drain t) the station, assuming that the railway is constructed? Before I answer that question, I 
might point out that the space coloured green on the map is a reserve for public recreation. It contains 
about 40 acres, and could not be cut up for building sites. About 40 acres probably.
3008. What do you consider would be the population on that area—some of it is good building ground is 
it not ? Some of it, on the ridge.
3009. On the flat of the spur there is good building ground? Oh yes, you could build there.
3010. Both north and south of Willoughby Falls there is good building ground ? The tunnel, you must 
remember, is only 6 chains from the station.
3011. But I presume that there would be a road of access? The road would come down here. (Referring 
to the map).
3012. At what do you put the population ? Probably 500.
3013. Mr. Garrardi\ Present or future ? The future population.
3014. Dr. Garran.~] Now take the Miller-street Station—there is a private tramway to compete with the 
railway, and the traffic from the area surrounding the station will therefore be common to both tram and 
train. What do you suppose ivould be the proportion of the people who would patronise the railway? 
It is very difficult to make a guess, but the people coming from Amherst-street would not travel by the 
railway.
3015. They would not go north to tale the railway ? I will tell you why.
3010. It would be a competition of time and fares, would it not? I will give you the exact distances. 
By Mr. Hamand’s route the distance from Miller-street to Milson’s Point would be 2 miles 67 chains.
3017. With three stoppings on the road ? Yes ; and the distance by the tramway from Amherst-street 
would be 2 miles.
3018. With how many stopping-places ? As many as you like. A person travelling from Amherst-street 
would have to go a quarter of a mile to the railway, and then travel 2! miles by train, while a person 
going bv tram would only have to travel 2 miles. ”
3019. Which person would got down the quicker? I do not think that there would be much difference 
in time, but the tramway would be better for enabling people to get to their homes, because it is on the 
same level. In Amherst-street you have to fall about 70 feet.
3020. Still, I want you to guess at the population which would patronise the Miller-street station ? Three 
hundred or 400 people.
3021. What is the next station? That at the North Sydney-road.
3022. What area would that drain—of course remembering the competition with the trams ? I should 
not say more than 500 people.
3023. I have now mentioned all the stations on Mr. Hamand’s line, have I not? Yes.
3024. According to your statement the prospective population on the Grovernment line would be about
8,000 people, and on Mr. Hamand’s line about 1,600 people ? Yes ; I think that the Grovernment line 
would sepve five times as much population as Mr. Hamand’s line would serve. I think that is about the 
population that would be carried, reasoning by analogy.
3025. You make out that the population that would feed the Grovernment line is very much larger than 
any probable population that would feed Mr. Hamand’s line? There cannot be two opinions about it
3026. Will Mr. Hamand’s line have more, or less, competition from the tramway than the Grovernment 
line ? More, most distinctly, because Mr. Hamand’s line would run parallel with the tramway.
3027. How far wrould it be from the tramway at the furthest point ? Thirty-six chains, and lower down 
18 chains, and then it crosses it. The Government line at the Bay-road Station would be nearly a mile 
from the tram-line—it would be 42 chains crossing the cliffs, but by road the distance would be greater.
3028. North Shore has been settled, in the first instance, through the agency of the steam-boats ? Yes.
3029. You say that experience has shown that people settle to within half a mile or three-quarters of a 
mile of transit facilities ?. Yes.
3030. Beyond that the population is hardly ever dense, until fresh facilities are provided? That is so. 
Of course, you must clearly understand that the reason why population has not gone westward is that 
the Berry Estate has blocked it.
3031. Since people will not go more than three-quarters of a mile back from transit facilities, new ferry 
stations have been established along the shores of the harbour ? Yes.
3032. Population liking to be within half a mile of transit facilities ? Yes. When, I was surveying down 
at Mossman’s Bay, about ten years ago, there was no ferry, and now I think there are about 860 people 
living round there.
3033. The population on the North Shore has never been concentrated at more than three-quarters of a
mile from transit facilities ? Generally speaking, that is so. _
3034. Does that seem to indicate that, if we wish to provide the suburbs with population, we must have 
transit facilities within three-quarters of a mile of where we want that population to be, either by railway, 
tramway, or steamer ? Yes.
3035. Which of the proposed lines meets this condition of things best, Mr. Hamand’s or the Government 
line, multiplying the centres ? The Government line, because it is more direct, and goes a longer distance 
in a much shorter time. I contend that Mr. Hamand’s line, from Willoughby Falls’ Station, would serve 
practically nobedy at all.
3036. If the Government line is made will there be any part between it and the tramway more than three- 
quarters of a mile distant from transit facilities ? Not until you come down to the Bay-road Station, 
where it is about half a mile across the cliffs, but to walk it it would be over that.
3037. You do not answer my question; would there be any part between the Government line and the 
tramline more than three-quarters of a mile from transit facilities ? No; . That would necessitate 1| mile 
between the railway and the tramway.

3038.

A
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*-'• C. Bulloct, 3038. Then the tramline and the Grovernment railway line would adequately meet the wants of the whole 
of the district between them ? Tes ; and where Mr. Hamand’s line is located the population is already 

so li I i"sqn serv'ed 1*7 tl>e tramway, since it is less than half a mile from it. _
’3039. But the country to the east is not served by the tramway? Nor is it by Mr. Hamand s line, 

because his line is 160 feet below it. _
3040. Ton mean to say that the population to the west of Mr. Hamand’s line is already accommodated by
the railway, and that the population to the east of it would not be accommodated by it ? It would not, 
but most of the population to the east of his line is accommodated by the wharf at Hayes’-street. That
wharf is only half-a-mile from the Military-road, and you walk down the spur, as it were, to it. You
must, in dealing with the passenger traffic at the North Shore, take into consideration the physical 
features of the country. _ .
3041. 3fr Tonkin.^ But the people going to the ferry would have to walk up hill when going home ? Yes,
and so they would from any of the stations on Mr. flamand’s line. _ _
3042. Dr. Garran.] Mr. Hamand estimates the extra expense of his line at £92,000, although you
estimate that it would be very much larger. Supposing Mr. Hamand’s figures to be correct, do you think 
that it is worth that extra money ? I do not. _
3043. Suppose Mr. Hamand’s line could be constructed for the same price as the Government line, do
you think it would be preferable to it ? I do not. _ _
3044. You would rather have the Government line than Mr. Hamand’s line, even if the cost of the two
were the same ? I should. _
3045. You have seen from the figures before the Committee that the estimate of the cost of the Govern
ment lino, from the head of Lavender Bay to Milson’s Point, is £98,760? Yes. _ _
3046. You have said that property in Lavender Bay is worth buying to have as a national asset, its 
estimated cost being £67,760;—do you think it would be sound poficy on the part of the Government to 
buy the land at this price now, even if it may not be wanted ? Most decidedly.
3047. You think it better to buy it now, so as to prevent an increase in value, suppose we wished to buy
it hereafter ? Yes. _
3048. You feel certain that if the line were brought to the head of Lavender Bay, it would have to be
extended to Milson’s Point? Yes. _
3049. And that it is better to incur an unproductive outlay at present then to have to pay an increased
amount for land hereafter ? Yes. _ _
3050. You say that the profit from the land will be worth the cost of the line ;—do you mean that it will 
nominally be worth it, estimated per foot, or that it would bring in that return ? I have been told by 
business men that they could pay tlie Government a rent equal to paying £200 a foot for the land.
3051. It could only bring the Government a return by being used for wharfage purposes or factory sites ? 
Yes. I have been told by business men that this land could be leased, if the Government did not want to 
use it for the railway, at a figure that would pay interest on the outlay.
3052. You mean to say that the value of the land for business purposes would be such that it could be 
leased at as much as would pay the Government interest on the railway work ? Yes.
3053. You think it would be a good thing to buy the land now ? Yes; apart from the policy of con
tinuing the line to Milson’s Point.
3054. You are aware that a modified project has been submitted to the Committee, stopping short at the 
head of the bay, and making a saving of £52,760? Yes.
3055. Would you recommend that that project should be carried out? I would not.
3056. You think it would be better to expend the money in extending the line ? Yes.
3057. Suppose the Government were to buy the land, but merely made a station at the place which Mr. 
Deane has suggested as a temporary station, would that be wise ? No ; because the works are estimated 
at only £31,000.
3058. And we should only save out of that perhaps half by not going to Milscn’s Point ? You would save 
£31,000 I understand.
3059. There would be a saving of £10,000 in works ? I should certainly advise you to take the line on 
to Milson’s Point.
3060. You do not think it would be worth while to save £10,000 by making a temporary station between 
the head of the bay andMilson’s Point, it would be better to go on? Yes. An advantage of the extra half-mile 
would be that you would be taking your passengers nearer to Sydney, which Mr. Hamand’s extra distance 
does not do, and you could therefore legitimately charge a fare for the longer distance.
3061. Suppose the Government line went right on to Milson’s Point at once, you do not think that it 
would be necessary to use all the frontage for wharfage purposes directly—only enough wharves should be 
erected to accommodate the passenger traffic ? Yes.
3062. We could add to the wharfage bit by bit ? Yes. •
3063. So there is no necessity to go to the expense of constructing wharves along the whole of the eastern 
side of Lavender Bay ? Yes
3064. You think that the traffic would increase gradually ? Yes, but there would be a large traffic.
3065. The estimated cost of the route submitted to the Committee was £262,000, to which has been 
added £21,700 as the extra cost for an alteration of grade, making the total cost £283,700? That 
includes many things which have to be accounted for. £262,000 is not what the railway will cost, because 
£28,000 must be deducted as the value of properties situated over the tunnel which need not be paid for, 
and £21,000 for the land in the Berry Estate which need not be paid for, under the provisions of the 
Public Works Act.
3066. Mr. Garrard.'] That is a matter of opinion ? In that case the figures would only be wrong by £10,000, 
because the trustees of the Berry Estate offered to let the Government have the land for £10,000.
3067. Dr. Garran.] What would that bring the cost down to ? £213,000. Then the Department
estimate that the cost of the 30 chains additional length, which is necessary to reduce the grade to 1 in 50, 
will be £16,000.
3068. No ; it is estimated altogether at £21,700. If we allowed a reasonable margin for contingencies, 
the cost of the line would be £250,000 ? That should be allowed with Mr. Hamand’s line also.
3069. Do you think the line will pay interest on that amount ? I do not look upon this as a separate 
line, but as the completion of an existing line,
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3070. But sliould we get back the interest on that £250,000 ? If you spent this £250,0001 contend that C. C. Bullock, 
within two years the Department would get a large return from the line sufficient to pay the interest on 
the capita,! spent between Hornsby and Milson’s Point.
3071. And you have no doubt about that being done within five years ? Not the slightest doubt.
3072. Do you mean interest after paying working expenses of the line ? Tes.
3073. Mr. O' Sullivan.~\ You claim for the Grovernment line that it will serve a larger prospective popu
lation than Mr. Hamand’s line is likely to serve? Tes.
3074. Have you made due allowance in that comparison for the excursion traffic to Middle Harbour? I 
think the excursion traffic on Mr. Hamand’s line will be infinitesimal. The people would have to walk 
down to the harbour from Polly Point, about fths of a mile, and descend 150 feet.
3075. But would not the line give access to the,back portions of Middle Harbour ? Very little more than 
the private tram-line does. Prom Miller-street to Polly Point would be very slightly more than a mile 
from the tramway. Passengers going to Middle Harbour would go in the tramway as far as Falcon- 
street, and walk the rest of the distance, which would be a mile, so that the railway would only have the 
advantage of half a mile at the most.
3076. You take the view that this will be a passenger line only ? I do not. I think there will be a goods 
traffic..
3077. Where do you expect the goods will come from ? You have had evidence already that wool will 
come down to The Pastora,lists’ Association’s stores at Milson’s Point, and that there will be a return of 
something like £2,000 or £3,000 a year from bricks. Then there is the produce which a large population 
like that at North Shore would consume ; while, if coal were found at Wyong—though 1 cannot see that 
any coal would come from Newcastle—I think it would find its way to Milson’s Point or Ball’s Head.
Prom Milson’s Point to Wvong the distance is 51* miles, while it is 40 miles from Wyong to Newcastle ; 
so that there is only a difference of 14 miles.
3078. Mr. Grarrard.-\ There is a differenee in grade ? Yes.
3079. Mr. O'SulHmn.1^ The evidence of the Department is against the idea of much traffic in coal? Yes.
If there were a coal traffic, provision could be made for it by an extension of the line to Ball’s Head.
This extension of the line has not been put before you by the Department, but it is possible to extend the 
line to Ball’s Head. Such an extension would leave the Grovernment line, and shunt back round by the 
head of Berry’s Bay to Ball’s Head, whore it would be about 23 feet up—about the same height as the 
Newcastle shoots are. You would have there about 2.500 feet of frontage.
3080. You estimate that the Grovernment line will serve a prospective population of 8,000? That the
area through which it runs would carry a population of 8,000. ,
3081. Does not the greater portion of the line go through the Berry Estate, at Crow’s Nest.? Yes; half 
of it goes through the Berry Estate.
3082. Why are the proprietors of the Berry Estate not ready to cut their land up? The land belonged 
to Mr. Berry, and he would not cut up any of it; but he is dead now, and it is decreed by his will that the 
land shall be sold, so that the trustees are compelled to sell it.
3083. You claim that the Government line will serve a better kind of land—land more fitted for 
residential areas—than Mr. Hamand’s line will serve ? Most decidedly. It is first-class land for 
residential purposes, while the land on Mr. Hamand’s line is all sandstone.
3084. I gathered from your evidence that you did not think that Mr. Hamand’s line, if carried out, would 
serve as part of a line to Manly r My idea is that Mr. Hamand’s line does not follow the right route to 
Manly. If you asked Mr. Plamand to survey a line of railway from Milson’s Point to Manly, I venture 
to say that he would tell you that the proper route was on the southern side of the Military-road, that is 
to say, on the Port Jackson watershed—not on the Middle Harbour watershed.
3085. You do not think, then, that 2 miles of his line could be utilized for a line to Manly? If Mr.
Hamand’s railway were constructed, and Mr. Hamand wanted to get to Manly by it, 2 miles of it could 
be utilized, but that would not be the right route to Manly.
3086. But if it were so, the saving of 2 miles would be an advantage in Mr. Hamand’s line ? I do not 
think so. I think that I show by my figures that you can carry the Government line nearer towards 
Manly than Mr. Hamand’s line goes by the extra distance, and that that line would be on the right water
shed, and serve more people than Mr. Hamand’s line, while it would in every other way be better than it.
3087. The money you would save by carrying out the Government line, as compared with Mr. Hamand’s 
line, would enable you to carry the line 2 miles on towards Manly ? It would take a line nearer to Manly 
than Mr. Hamand’s line would go.
3088. Following a better route ? Yes, in every wav'
3089. Mr. TonTcind] In estimating the amount of population which the Government line would serve—-
8,000 people—did you take into consideration the whole of the land from the railway line west to the 
water frontage ? Yes.
3090. Do you think that there would be no ferry-boats to compete for the traffic from that land? No ; 
they cannot compete there in the same way as they can compete at Neutral Harbour, because the land is 
much more bold. You must also bear in mind that the distance from the Circular Quay to Ball’s Head 
Bay and to Gore Bay is considerably longer than the distance from Circular Quay to Milson’s Point or 
High-street.
309L. Is not the whole of the line constructed on ground falling towards the water—is it hot a long way 
below the plateau? Yes ; but still some portions of it are very high. Bay-road is about 120 feet above 
high-water mark.
3092. Do you think that under these circumstances, if the Berry Estate were sold, the people who had
built lower down towards the water would travel up to the railway line, supposing they could get a ferry 
steamer ? I think very few would travel by the ferry steamers, because the land at the water's edge is 
very abrupt. You could not subdivide the land immediately at the water’s edge into allotments 100 feet 
in depth. _
3093. Is the land at the head of these bays more abrupt than the land in the bays to which the steam
boats ply ? It is very much more abrupt in the bays to the west than it is in the bays to the east. Here 
\referring to the map'] it simply slides up.
3094. How far is the Edwards’-road Station from the water ? It is 2f miles by ferry from Circular Quay.
3095. But how far would it be from navigable water ? About 10 chains. By steamer it would be about
2f miles from Circular Quay. 3096.
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3096. It would be as far from Milsou’s Point as from Circular Quay P But you must compare that, not with 
the distance by railway, but with the distance by ferry. High-street would be a mile and three-eighths 
from the Circular Quay.
3097. I do not want to compare the two routes ; I merely want to find out, if possible, what proportion of 
the prospective population would be served by ferry-boats ? We will take it in another way. There are 
400 acres of land, the population upon which I say will be served by the railway ; but suppose, for the sake 
of argument, that no one to the south-west of the line will travel by train, that will leave 300 acres to the 
north-east of the line, the population of which will use it.
3098. What do you estimate would be the population per acre ? I think it is about ten people.
3099. If the population of 4,000 acres comes to 8,000 people, that is nearly twenty people to an acre ? 
Yes.
3100. If you allow ten people to the acre, that will reduce your estimate from 8,000 to 4,000? Suppose 
I threw out 100 acres, which is altogether outside what could possibly be thrown out, there would he a 
population of 6,000 people to the north-east of the line who would useic, and 2,000 to the south-west who 
would not use it.
3101. Allowing twenty people to the acre ? Yes.
3102. l)o you think that North Shore will be populated by a class of people who would live as closely 
together as that? I think so. This area is adjacent to an area which at the present time carries twenty 
people to the acre, and which is by no means over-populated.
3103. Are the present outskirts of North Shore populated to that extent ? Three-fourths of the Borough
of Victoria is on the water-line—on the outskirts. In that borough a very large area is taken up by large 
houses—Mr. Dibbs’ house, for example, and “ The Towers.” .
3104. But are there not business streets which are very thickly populated ? There are some business streets 
there, hut not such as to make any great difference. The Borough of Victoria could carry double the 
number that it does carry.
3105. In your estimate, have you given the tram-line a fair proportion of the traffic—that is, have you 
estimated the traffic that would gravitate to the, tram-line apart from that which would gravitate to the 
railway line ? Yes, it is very clearly defined. I calculated that the people living on the Lane Cove-road 
would use the tramway, and the area which the railway would serve would not go as far as the Lane Cove- 
road, but only to within 4 or 5 chains of it.
3106. How far is the nearest point on the Lane Cove-road from the present tramway? From the North
Sydney-road it is 24 chains, and from the Crow’s Nest 10 chains. •
3107. Would not the people a long way to the west of 10 chains he served by the tramway ? From the 
tramway to the railway is only 48 chains, and my line is about a quarter of a mile from each. I made a 
very fair allowance.
3L07i. You have no doubt that the Grovernment would he justified in the expenditure of £250,000 in the 
construction of the proposed line ? Most decidedly—to bring the whole line into use. ,
3108. You believe that the line would return working expenses, together with the interest on the capital? 
Yes ; and if I'may he permitted to give a reason for that I should like to do so. I find that at Burwood 
Station the inward and outward traffic is £28,500, which is sufficient to pay something like 6 per cent, on 
the w-orking expenses of the Grovernment line, and surely we could plant a population equal to that going 
to and from the Burwood Station between Hornsby and Milson’s Point.
3109. Do you not think that the fact of having to leave Sydney by water to get to the railway would 
militate against the traffic on the line ? I do not. I thiuk it is far better to cross the water than to 
travel by the trams. You have to walk nearly a quarter of a mile from George-street to get to the tram 
which takes you to the Railway Station, and you will find that the hulk of the people in Sydney are 
situated nearer to the Circular Quay than to the trams.
31 ;0. Mr. Humphery.-\ Do you mean to say that £28,000 represents the annual takings at the Burwood 
Station ? Yes ; I have the Commissioners’ book with me, which shows that.
3111. That represents the returns from Burwood Station alone for one year? Yes—the inward and out
ward traffic. There have beeu several .gentlemen who have given you wrong measurements with regard to 
the depth of water in, and the areas of, various bays. I have the correct information here about this, and 
should like to put it on record.
3112. Vioe-Ohairman.~\ Could you give it to us as a return ? Yes, as an appendix to my evidence.

C. A.
Goodcbap, 
Esq., M.P.
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Charles Augustus Goodcliap, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined :—•
3113. Vice-Chairman^) You were for a long time connected with the railway work of this country ? Yes.
3114. You were for several years, I think, Commissioner for Railways ? Yres.
3115. And you have a tolerably accurate knowledge of railway management ? Yes.
3116. You have had a good deal to do with railway projects ? Yes.
3117. "Were you in office when the railway was constructed from Hornsby to the Crow’s Nest ? When 
it was projected and partly carried out.
3L18. You know where that line terminates at the present time? Yes.
3119. Do you think that it is a suitable place to meet the traffic of that suburb ? Well, I do not think 
that it is. I think passengers should have additional accommodation, and he brought down to the 
foreshores.
3120. Have you thought what description of accommodation would he the best to meet the emergency? 
I think it would be an unreasonable and extravagant policy to extend the railway from its present 
terminus to the foreshores at Milson’s Point, or any other point, at the present time. My opinion 
is that the extension of the tramway from its terminus to the railway station at St.'Leonards would meet 
all the just requirements of the case.
3121. You think that that would be sufficient for all the passenger traffic ? For all the traffic that is in 
prospect for a great number of years.
3122. In giving this opinion, have you considered the favourable terms under which the trustees of the
Berry Estate offer their land to the Government, if the Government will construct the line at the present 
time ? Yes; and, notwithstanding that, I think it would he a most extravagant policy to extend the 
railway from its present terminus.to Milson’s Point.. I think that an expenditure of £21.4,000, which, I 
believe, is the lowest estimate of the cost of the railway, would in no way bo justified) . 3123.
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3123. We have it in evidence that the lowest estimate for the construction of the railway would he about .0. A.
£250,000—the G-overnment estimate is beyond that? The expense would be still more unjustifiable. G-oQdchap, 
3121. As far as you have given attention to the proposed extension, do you think it likely that the railway SC^’A ' - '
will at some subsequent time be brought to the shores of the harbour? Not within the next ten years, if on rh lonn
the true interests of the country are considered. u J'ayu'
3125. Do you know the suburb pretty well, and the line between St. Leonards and Hornsby ? Xes.
3126. Is it the case that the land along the line offers unusual inducements for settlement, from its 
healthy situation, for suburban residences ? There is no doubt that it will be a fine country for resi
dential purposes, but I think the obstructions towards that are so great that a large residential traffic will 
not be taken there.
3127. Mr. Garrard.j What are these obstructions? The obstruction is the necessity of crossing the '
water. '
3128. Vice-Chairman.! And the tram ? I do not apprehend that there would be very much obstruction 
there. I do not think that it would be a serious inconvenience to go from Milson’s Point to St. Leonards 
Station by tramway. I think that too much importance is attached to the suggested difficulty and 
inconvenience of changing from tram to train.
3129. Lou are acquainted with the circumstances under which cable trams are worked at North Shore ? Tes.
3130. Do you think that they are working successfully ? They ought to work successfully, I think that, 
as population increases, that will be a reproductive line.
3131. Supposing the suburban traffic at the North Shore became as much as the suburban traffic is now 
to Ashfield or Burwood, Waverley, and Kogarah, a cable tramway would be sufficient to work with the 
railway in order to bring passengers to, and take them from the North Shore ? Tes ; quite sufficient.
3132. Do you think that there is likely to be a large industrial occupation there. We have it in evidence 
that there are large brickworks at North Shore ? Tes. 1 think that pottery works and brickworks will 
extend in that direction.
3133. Do you think that the line is likely to serve a large fruit-producing area between St. Leonards and 
Hornsby ? I believe that all the available spots are already occupied by orchards ; but there, is no prospect 
of the produce of the orchards being brought down by the railway. The inconvenience of handling fruit 
cases at so many places would prevent that.
3134. But if the railway were continued to Milson’s Point, would not that lessen the objections con
siderably ? I think not. I do not think that any fruit cases, with immaterial exceptions, would be brought 
by the railway even if it were extended to Milson’s Point. "
3135. Tou think that the producers would still bring their fruit to market by means of carts ? I am 
quite sure they would—they would find it more economical to do so.
3136. Is there any other industrial occupation, which you think would spring up between St, Leonards 
and Hornsby ? I think that the industries there would be confined to brickworks and pottery works. I 
do not know of any other industry which would prosper there.
3137. Do you think that this district generally, the whole of the North Shore and the country between 
St. Leonards and Hornsby, will become a favourite suburb, in the course of years ? Tes. ’
3138. If it becomes a favourite suburb, the population must necessarily increase very largely? It would, 
no doubt, but not to an extent which would justify the construction of the railway. In reading over
the evidence, I see that one of the witnesses, Mr. D. Thompson, estimates that shortly after the con- .
struction of the line 3,000 people would be going into Sydney from this locality and going back, daily.
'that gentleman must surely have arrived at his conclusion on very insecure grounds. He says, further, 
that these would be season ticket holders. Now 3,000 people travelling backwards and forwards daily . 
would make 2,000,000 journeys in a year, and when it is known that the whole of the season ticket 
holders in the colony, including those on the Parramatta line, the Illawarra line, the line to ‘Eyde, and 
the line between Newcastle and Maitland, do not make 6,000,000 journeys in the year, it must appear 
incredible that one-third of that number of journeys would represent the traffic on the nine or ten miles 
of country between Milson’s Point and Pearce’s Corner.
3139. Tou think that the passenger traffic is not likely to be anything like that estimated ? I am quite 
sure that to produce such a traffic the population must increase from its present number to about 25,000.
3140. Does your experience lead you to think that the population of many of our suburbs has increased
very largely by the creation of tramway or railway communication ? Undoubtedly. '
3141. That applies to most of the suburbs that have this communication ? To those which have direct
communication without the intervention of ferries. .
3142. Tou think that the ferry service would always act as an impediment to a similar increase of popula
tion on the North Shore ? I have no doubt about it. ■
3143. Tou are aware that if the population on North Shore increased as rapidly as it is anticipated the 
local consumption would give rise to a good deal of goods traffic ? Tes ; but I think that that goods traffic 
would be much better distributed from the present terminus of the line than from Milson’s Point.
3144. The present terminus would be more central than Milson’s Point ? Undoubtedly, for the local 
trade.
3145. Do you think that a traffic in produce or coal is likely to spring from this extension ? I think it 
very improbable.
3146. Do you think that Sydney is still likely to remain the centre for the northern goods traffic ? Tes.
3147. There is now a considerable goods traffic from the northern districts by railway ? Tes.
3148. Tou do not think that much of that would be diverted to the North Shore extension ? I do not.
3149. Do you think that any wool traffic is likely to be developed on that line ? I think not. I believe 
that there is a proposal to erect large wool stores at North Shore, but I think it will be found more 
convenient to take the wool intended tor these stores to Darling Harbour, and send it over in punts, than 
to take it down to Milson’s Point by railway.
3150. Have you given any attention to Mr. Hamand’s alternative proposal? I have not given much 
attention to it, but I know its general direction. It reaches the same point by a different route.
3151. And it is something like a mile longer than the Government line ? Tes.
3152. Evidence has been given to show that it would accommodate more traffic than the Government
line ? I understand that it would cost £80,000 more than the Government line. ’
3153. About £100,000 more ? I think it would not be justified. I think that if the railway is taken
down to Milson’s Point it should be taken by the route proposed by the Government. 3154.
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C. A. 3154. Are you aware that there will be a large prospective settlement at North Sydney ? At Willoughby 
Goodcliap, ye8
Esq.^M.i*. Do you think that there is a probability of a large population there which would justify the proposed

aGJl 1890 roWe? The deviation. No, I do not think it would be sufficiently large to justify it. .
U '3150. Tou are aware that there is a project in connection with the development of this new settlement

to construct a tramway from there to St. Leonards, in fact the tramway is constructed ? Tes, there is a 
private line. . ,
3157. Do you think that that would be sufficient to give accommodation to the people travelling from 
that locality to the water ? I am quite sure that it would. The population at this place could never 
equal the population at Waverley, and the tramway from Waverley to Sydney is found to do all that is 
required. No doubt a railway would be preferred by some, but I am quite sure that a tramway would 
be more convenient.
3158. The tramway answers all present purposes ? Tes. _
3159. Do you think that the favourable terms on which land at Milson’s Point could be resumed at
present, compared with what we should have to pay in ten or twelve years hence, should act as an 
inducement to the Government to construct this proposed line ? 1 do not think that there will be much
difference in the value of the land at Milson’s Point. I think it will be just as cheap, or equally dear, in 
fifteen Tears’ time as it is at the present moment, or that the difference in price will be immaterial.
31G0. Tou think, viewing the proposed extension from all surroundings, that it would not be desirable to 
carry it out at the present time ? It would not be desirable.
31G1. Mr. Tricke.tt^] A return laid on the table of the House recently, showed that for the first four 
months of this year the working expenses and interest on the line from Hornsby to St. Leonards were 
£4,165 and the earninss £4G4 :—can you suggest any way by which that state of things could be 
improved ? I do not think that it would be greatly improved even if the tramway were extended to 
St. Leonards Station, and I feel quite certain that the loss would be largely increased by the extension of 
the railway—that is to say, interest would have to be paid on a larger amount of borrowed money, which 
would make the returns more disproporlioned to the expenses than they are at present. _
31G2. Seeing that the line is such a loss at the present time, is it worth while to spend £250,000 in 
making it available ? I think it would be throwing good money after bad.
3163. If the railway were extended to the deep waters, the distance to Sydney from the Northern line, via
Milson’s Point, would be 8 miles less than by way of Hyde ? Tes. _
3164. Do vou think that passengers to Sydney would save that 8 miles, or would they go right round to 
Pedfern Station ? The difference in time, which is the essential consideration, would be so immaterial 
that they would come straight on to Sydney. They would not put themselves to the inconvenience of 
changing trains—which is some inconvenience, though it is not very great—in order to save 10 minutes. 
The difference in time between coming from the Northern line to the General Post Office by way of 
Strathfield, and by way of Milson’s Point, I have calculated would not be more than 10 mmutes.
3165. If the railway were extended to the deep wTaters, do you think that there would be any large traffic 
in the shape of coal ? I am quite sure that coal will never be brought along this line for export.
SLUG. Will it come by rail or by steamer? Prom Newcastle it would come b}r steamer.

■ 3167. Or by sailing vessel ? Or by sailing vessel. _
3168. Is it your experience that it is cheaper to carry coal by sailing vessel or by steamer than by railway ? 
The steep grades on the railway line, which only allow light loads to be taken, would make the charge for 
coal so high as to put it out of comparison with the steamer charge.
3169. Therefore you think that no large traffic in coal would spring up if the railway were brought to
Milson’s Point? Certainly not. _
3170. Mr.' Hamand’s line has a grade of 1 in 70 as against a grade of 1 in 50 on the Government line to 
get to the same point, would that be a great advantage ? Tou would have to take into consideration the 
ruling grade on the whole line. The ruling grade between Pearce’s Corner and St. Leonards is 1 in 40, 
and if that cannot be improved there is no object to be served in getting a line from St. Leonards to the 
water’s side with a grade of 1 in 70. The distance would be very short, and it would not be desirable to 
break up the trains because of it. The trains brought to St. Leonards would be taken on to Milson’s 
Point, whether the grade was 1 in 70 or 1 in 40. Unless you make the ruling grade throughout 1 in 70 
it is no use to have a grade of 1 in 70 just to finish the line.
3171. Have you considered at all the question of wharfage at North Shore. Various places have been 
suggested for wharfage sites, such as Ball’s Head and Cremorne Point? Directly Ball’s Head was

' suggested as a site for a coaling wharf, I brought under the attention of the Government the superior
advantages of Long Nose Point as a coaling station. It was always doubtful whether coal would be 
brought along the ^Northern railway, but Long Nose Point would serve the coal traffic from the north, if 
there were any, and from the western collieries at Lithgow, and the southern collieries, on the Illawarra 
line. It would be a general coaling port, serving all the coal mining industries in the colony.
3172. It has come under the consideration of the Committee that the line might go to the head of Lavender 
Bay, and then tunnel out towards Cremorne Point, working in the whole of Cremorne Point for wharfage 
purpose ? The scheme is altogether indefensible—it is inexpedient, undesirable, and certainly unnecessary.
3173. Tou do not think that it should weigh in taking a practical view of the line ? I do not.
3174. We have had a good deal of evidence as to the population that would grow up upon the North 
Shore heights. Prom your knowledge of the growth of population in other suburbs, do you think that 
this would be a thick population ;—would it be a working population, or a superior class of population ?

• I think it would be a population composed chiefly of the leisure class, or the class above the -working 
class. I am quite certain that if the working men whose avocations are carried on in- Sydney were to 
contemplate residing on these heights, they would find that the cost of getting to their work would be 
too great for them. I have estimated that a working man would have to pay £12 10s. a year at least, for 
going to and from this place, and that, added to his rent, would be a sufficient obstacle to prevent him 
from contemplating settling on the North Shore.
3175. Tou say “from this place”;—will you say what limit you would allow? About 6 miles from 
Milson’s Point. The season-ticket rate would be about the same as the season-ticket rate from Burwood 
to Sydney, and to it would be added the cost of the ferry journey. I presume that a working man 
would walk from the Circular Quay to his destination, though he might not do so. He might have to 
take the tram, and at anv rate the cost of transit would prevent.him from living at such a distance.

. 3176.
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3176. "Would the class of population he similar to that which grew up so rapidly between Eedfern Station C. A.
and 6 miles out along the Illawarra line ? No, I think the population would be of a different class. Goodchap,
3177. It would not be so numerous ? It would certainly not be so numerous, and it would not be of the Eaq.^M.P. 
same description. I do not think that business men whose occupation required them to come into the 29Jul 1890 
city daily would seize upon that locality as a suitable place for a residence. I think the class of people who u ' 
would go out there would be those who had more leisure, whose business would not require them to
come to Sydney, and who would use the place more as a sanatorium ; but that class is far from numerous.
3178. Mr. Tonkin.^] Can you tell us approximately what amount of population the tramway, supposing it 
were extended to the present St. Leonards Station, would serve ? I should say that it would serve 
nearly the whole of the population of St. Leonards.
3179. That is the present population ? Tes, and any population that might grow up. There is a con
siderable population along the route that the tramway would take. Hidge-street, I think, is one of the 
streets and Lalcon-street another along which the tramway would go. At the junction of the Lane Cove- 
road with North Sydney-road a large population would be served, and many people who would not be 
passengers by the railway would be benefited largely by the extension of the tramway.
3180. Do you think that if the tramway were connected with the railway it would be quite sufficient to 
meet the requirements of the population likely to be located there for some years ? I am sure the tram
way would be equal to the requirements of a population of from 30,000 to 35,000 people.
3181. Do you know what would be the distance from Milson’s Point to St. Leonards by the tramway,
supposing it were continued ? About 3i miles. "
3182. How would it show in comparison with the Sydney tramways. "What paying tramway line have 
we of that length. Would the Waverley tram compare with it? No, that is about 5 miles long. I 
think that the tramway to Enmore would compare with it—of course the distance to Marrickville is longer.
3183. Do you think Enmore is fairly served by the tramway ? Yes.
3184. Is it probable that North Shore will be more thickly populated than is the country between here
and Enmore? No, not so thickly.
3185. Do you know whether the Enmore line pays ? Yes, it is that portion of the line which pays so well.
3186. Then there could be no great objection to people travelling the same distance by tram at the North
Shore ? I think not. I think they should be very glad to get such a mode of conveyance.
3187. Could you give the Committee an approximate estimate of the cost of continuing the tram line
from its present terminus to the St. Leonards Station ? I think the work could be done for about 
£25,000, assuming that the winding machinery already in use is sufficient for the extension. If additional 
engine power were required, the cost would in some degree be increased.
3188. Supposing the tram did not offer sufficient convenience to the population to the east and west of
the present line, would there be any great difficulty in constructing a cross line on the plateau, so as to 
meet their requirements ? No difficulty whatever, except that the population might be too small to support 
the tramway. There would be no engineering difficulties. ;
3189. Suppose the extension of the line were to cost £50,000—suppose the Government did not think the 
existing machinery strong enough, would you recommend the expenditure of £250,000 upon the extension . 
of the railway in preference to the expenditure of £50,000 upon a tramway ? I should not.
3190. Do you think that the tram line would really meet all the necessary requirements of the population, 
present and prospective ? Eully.
3191. And that the Committee would not be justified, under the circumstances, in recommending the 
extension of the railway ? I should be very sorry indeed if I thought it possible that the Committee would 
recommend the extension of this line. I know, of course, that they have already refused to recommend 
this extension, and I think they did a great service to the country in voting against an extravagant outlay 
of money upon such an unprofitable and altogether unreasonable work.
3192. You have stated that you do not think there would be much return from goods traffic if the line 
were constructed ? No, I do not.
3193. If the Committee have had evidence from several reliable witnesses that this line would be con
structed merely for the local passenger traffic, would you consider them justified in recommending it ?
Certainly not. '
Sigi- IYould the tramway, as suggested by you, meet all the requirements of the local passenger traffic?
Certainly.
3195. Without any doubt it would meet all the requirements of the passenger traffic ? All the reasonable 
requirements.
3196. At any rate, for the next few years to come ? I should say for the next twenty years.
3197. Mr. Humphery.'] Do you think that a tramway would create a traffic that would be the means 
eventually of making the railway pay, and as speedily as the extension of the line to Milson’s Point 
would do ? I think the line is an undesirable and disadvantageous line—a white elephant line, and, 
although the extension of the tramway will in some degree lessen the disadvantages, it will not make it a 
reproductive line. In my opinion it must always be a losing line.
3198. What do you think will most speedily create a traffic for the railway—its extension to Milson’s 
Point, or the extension of the tramway to St. Leonards Station ? I do not think that there will be very 
much difference. I do not think that the extension of the railway will bring a greater traffic than the 
extension of the tramway. I think that the tramway extension would answer all purposes just as well as 
the railway extension.
3199. How long do you think it would take to travel between St. Leonards Station and Milson’s Point by 
rail, at the ordinary suburban rate ? The grades are very severe, and if the train-loads were anything like 
those leaving Kedfern for the suburbs it would take from 18 to 20 minutes.
3200. Eor2|-miles? I think it is 2 miles 78 chains—within 2 chains of Smiles. I do not think that 
they would travel up that grade with a full load at a greater speed than 12 miles an hour. That is the 
regulation speed of trains going up such grades. The trams would go at the rate of 8 miles an hour.
3201. That would be less than 15 minutes for 2 miles 60 chains ? But I understand that there are to be
stoppages. ,
3202. Two stoppages ? They would take up about 6 minutes. The lessening of speed and the regaining of 
speed at each station may be estimated to take 3 minutes, though the dead stop wmuld not be so long.
3203. You are speaking now of trains leaving Milson’s Point for Hornsby ? Yes : or for St. Leonards

271—P 3204.
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0. A. 3204. "What would be the time occupied in coming from Hornsby to Milson’s Point ? The trains take 
Es>0<'CM1p ^ minutes to get from Hornsby to St. Leonards, and it might fairly take them IS to 20 minutes to do the 

S(*'’A ‘ ' rest of the distance. The grades between the two points are very severe.
29 July 1890 3205. Do you think the whole distance between Milson’s Point and Hornsby would, in course of time, 

’ yield a traffic equal to that at Burwood Station ? I certainly do not.
3206. Not even taking into consideration the traffic that would probably be created by the railway ? No.
3207. You think that the returns from Burwood Station will be greater than the whole of the traffic 
which we must anticipate from the line between Milson’s Point and Hornsby ? Certainly. If 3,000 
people -were brought in and taken out daily on the line, instead of four trains now running, you would 
require twenty trains ; and the working expenses, instead of being £6,000 would be £30,000.
3208. I am speaking of the earnings—the gross earnings, not the net earnings ? I do not think that the 
gross earnings would amount to anything like that. No doubt, if there were 3,000 people travelling in 
and out on the line, the gross earnings would be £30,000 a year; but a traffic of that kind would neces
sarily entail a large increase in the working expenses.
3209. Is it more costly to carry passengers by tram than by train ? No; it is cheaper.
3210. Is not the cost of maintaining a railway more than that of maintaining a tram-line? I have seen 
evidence given on the subject, but it seemed to me that those who inquired and those who gave evidence 
did not understand what they were talking about. It was said that railways cost £800 a mile to work, 
while tramways cost £4,000 a mile; but it all depends upon the volume of traffic. The line between Sydney 
and Parramatta costs £9,000 per mile to work, and the tramway at North Shore costs £4,000 a mile to work. 
The line of railway between Narrandera and Hay and Jerilderie costs £240 a mile to work; and, though 
I am not quite sure of the figures, the tramways in Melbourne cost from £11,000 to £12,000, £13,000, 
or £14,000 a mile to work. The working expenses depend entirely upon the traffic on the line. If you run 
five trains a day, the working expenses will probably not be more than £400 or £500; but if you. run 100 
trains a day, the working expenses will increase proportionately. While the average working expenses on 
our railways might not be more than £800 a mile, they vary from £240 to £9,000 a mile.
3211. Your evidence would indicate that tramways may be worked as cheaply as railways ? I am certain 
of it; more cheaply, if you take it by train mile. You will find that the cost per train mile on the tram
ways is less than on the railways.
3212. Then the evidence that the Committee has already had upon the subject is not quite accurate? 
It is entirely fallacious.
3213. Mr. O’ Sullivan.'] You admitted just now that the line from Pearce’s Corner to St. Leonards is what 
may be called a white elephant? Yes, if we are allowed to use Eastern imagery.
3214. Bearing in mind that fact, and remembering the probability that the North Shore will some day grow 
into a Brooklyn or Birkenhead, do you not think it is advisable to bring the line down to the waters of 
Port Jackson somewhere ? No, I do not. I think that if you really wished to make the line reproductive, 
and immediately, you should construct a bridge across the harbour, and bring it to Wynyard-square or 
somewhere in that neighbourhood.
3215. If we have a city railway station, it will very likely be on the line towards the proposed bridge, and 
in that case this line of railway would be a direct line from Newcastle to the city ? I think it would be 
availed of, if it came direct into Sydney.
3216. Then you think that the necessity for the lino depends on the construction of a bridge? I do not
see any necessity for bringing the line to the foreshores of St. Leonards. I could see very great advantage, 
lessened considerably by the fact that the railway has already been constructed from Pearce’s Corner by 
way of Eyde to Strathfield, in carrying out the original idea proposed, when the construction of a bridge 
over the harbour was first mooted, about 1880, of bringing the Northern line down to St. Leonards and 
across the harbour. If the line to Strathfield had not been constructed this line would have been of great 
advantage to the country. .
3217. Putting aside the bridge matter for the present, and treating the proposal as it is sent to us, I under
stand that you do not think it desirable to bring the line from St. Leonards down to Milson’s Point ? I 
do not.
3218. Do you think it would be desirable to bring the line down to the head of Lavender Bay as the 
first section of the circular railway to serve the whole of North Shore, and to make part of the line to 
Manly and Pittwater ? This strikes me as a new aspect of the case altogether, and I am not prepared to 
give an opinion right away. I never thought of it in connection with a line from St. Leonards, over 
Middle Harbour, to Pittwater.
3219. In the future, some such line must be carried out to serve the population of North Shore ? I would 
certainly not extend the railway at present.
3220. Do you think it would be better to run the tram to it for passengers ? Yes.
3221. You do not anticipate any goods traffic ? No ; and if any came for distribution to St. Leonards, 
the present terminus of the line is admirable, and very much better suited for a terminal station than

■ Milson’s Point would be.
3222. If a bridge were carried across the harbour, do you think that the train might be run from St. 
Leonards Station to a central station about "Wynyard-square ? Yes.
3223. Mr. M‘Court.] "Were you in office when it was proposed to construct the line from Hornsby to St.
Leonards ? Yes. ,
3224. Were you in favour of it ? .No.
3225. Did you oppose it ? Yes ; it was proposed to construct the line to Ball’s Head, to meet the coal 
traffic, and I at once projected, in opposition to that, a scheme for the construction of a railway to Long- 
nose Point.
3226. Tioe-Ghairman.] You have been connected with the railways, as Commissioner, for a number of
years, and you have had many opportunities of judging of the merits of the different lines projected ? 
Yes. "
3227. Had the system of cable tramways come into vogue during your tenure of office ? Yes ; the cable 
tramway at North Shore was carried out under my directions.
3228. You were in office during the initiation of the present steam-motor system ? Yes.
3229. You have seen the cable system as carried out in Melbourne? Yes. '
3230. Are you of opinion that it could be worked as successfully here ? Not as successfully ; but I think
more successfully than the present motor system. . • 3231,
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3231. "When you say successfully, do you mean as giving convenience to the public, or commercially ? 
The return would be greater, and the system would meet the convenience of the public, though not quite 
as well as the motor trams do, apart from their cumbersomeness and unadaptability to the streets.
3232. It is the case that cable trams stop at any point where passengers wish to get in or out ? Tes, in 
Victoria they do. It is quite an omnibus service.
3233. Tou regard that as an additional convenience ? Tes.
3234. How about the cables themselves;—are they found to be a source of great expense in Victoria ? I 
suppose the working expenses of the sj'stem are affected by the life of the cables. They are not a source 
of greater expense in Melbourne than they are elsewhere ; I should say not as much.
3235. Are the streets in Melbourne more level than they are in Sydney P That does not affect the life of 
the cable. It does not matter whether the line is level, or whether the grade is severe.
3236. It is at the corners that the friction comes in ? There is great friction when rounding curves.
3237. The Melbourne system of trams does not approach so closely to a railway system as ours does ? No.
3238. They have suburban railways ? Tes.
3239. Have you thought of our tramways as being semi-railways after all ? They are, in some degree.
3240. Do you think the cable lines could do the same amount of traffic with equal success ? Tou would 
have to increase the number of routes ; you could not take the traffic by cable along Elizabeth-street as 
you can with motors, because there would be a continuous succession of cars. There would have to be 
two or three outlets for the traffic
3241. Tou think the cable service could not come up to the requirements of the traffic from the different 
localities P It would not be found equal to the requirements, if the present routes had to be followed.
3242. If the tramway system were to be resorted to at North Shore, would you recommend the use of 
steam-motors, or cables ? I would certainly recommend the cable system.
3243. Tou think it would do the whole service ? Tes.
3244. After the consideration you have given it, you think it would be a most undesirable thing for the 
Government to take the railway from St. Leonards to Milson’s Point ? I am convinced of it.
3245. Either by the Government route, or by an alternative line by way of North Sydney and Miller- 
street ? Tes. I think that a cable tram would more than meet all present requirements, and would 
meet all future requirements.
3246. Is it the case that considerable inconvenience to traffic has been found to result through the parting 
of cables ? That is an inconvenience.
3247. Do you know if it has frequently happened? No ; not on our line.
3248. On the Victorian line ? No.
3249. But it has happened P Then they have changed from one cable to the other. They have two 
cables. The splicing of the broken cable occupies very little time. The system does not break down in 
any way, except through the parting of a cable occasionally.
3250. The cable works underneath a slot? Tes.
3251. And, if it parts, it is connected again by mechanical means ? Tes.
3252. In that case the traffic'is not delayed for any considerable time ? No.
3253. How long would it be delayed—a quarter of an hour ? Not more.
3254. The whole of the traffic would be delayed ? The whole of the traffic on one line would be delayed.
3255. Dr. Garran.] Tou say that a cable tram is not equal to doing the work which our motors do on a 
single line ? I think that a cable tram can do quite as much as a motor tram.
3256. But I understood you to say that the procession of cars would be so rapid that there would be no 
getting between them ? The cable system would not do so well if the traffic were concentrated on one 
line.
3257. A cable tram from Milson’s Point to St. Leonards would have to bring down the concentrated 
traffic from Hornsby ? Tes.
3258. Do you think a tramway is capable of carrying the number of passengers which a railway would 
bring to it? I am not of opinion that the traffic would be very great. I think that the population in 
that part of tho country will never he so great as to necessitate a greater number than 150 people being 
brought down in one train, and two or three cable cars, together with the dummies, could convey that 
number.
3259. Tou do not anticipate that the traffic between St. Leonards and Hornsby will ever outgrow the 
capacity of two cable cars ? Say, at the outside, three cars with the dummies.
3260. Eor the next twenty years ? It may increase more than that in twenty years.
3261. Supposing it does ? Tou could have twenty cable cars on the same line without duplicating it.
They follow in quick succession in Melbourne. There is not an interval of ten seconds there between 
the trams sometimes.
3262. Have you room at Milson’s Point to manoeuvre twenty cable cars, one after another ? We should 
have to get an additional space to do that.
3263. Where are you going to get it? There is plenty of land at Milson’s Point belonging to the 
Tramway Department. Tou could put the cars on what is called the gridiron, bringing them out by a 
loop line.
3264. Let us suppose that you have under-estimated the traffic, and that it does outgrow any possibility
of the cable line, what would you do then ? I think I should build another cable line.
3265. Tou would prefer that to going in for a railway ? 1 should, as it would be cheaper. I can see no
justification for such an outlay as is proposed for the railway.
'3266. Suppose it to be necessary to continue the railway to Milson’s Point, would it not be dearer to 
resume land that was built upon than it would be to run through the Berry Estate as it is ? In my 
opinion there would be no requirements to bring the line down there for twenty years.
3267. But wall not the resumption of land be twice as expensive twenty years hence as it is now? I do 
not think that it wmuld be twice as expensive, and the interest that would be saved would pay for it if 
it were.
3268. Tou would rather face an extra expenditure twmnty years hence than an expenditure now, which
would be unprofitable for ten or twenty years to come ? I would, for the reason given. "

C. A.
Gloodcbap, 
Esq., M.P.

29 July, 1890.

WEDNESDAY,
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WEDNESDAY, 30 JULY, 1890.

The Hon. JOHN LACKEY 
The Hon. Andeew G-aeean.
The Hon. Eeedeeick Thomas Humpheey.
The Hon. William: Joseph Teickett.
Jacob G-aeeaed, Esq.

William McCouet, Esq.

(Y ice-Chaieman) .
James Ebenezee Tonkin, Esq. 
William Speingthoepe Dowel, Esq. 
Edwaed William O'Sullivan, Esq. 
Chaeles Alfked Lee, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Bail way to connect the North Shore Bailway with
the deep waters of Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point.

William Theodore Eoxlee, Esq., M. Inst. C.E., Deputy Engineer for Existing Lines, Bailway Department,
sworn, and examined :— .

FoxH" 'e 3269. Mr. Trickett.'] You are Deputy Engineer for Existing Lines in the Eailway Department ? Yes.
SYCnst Ce' 3270. Are you well acquainted with the Government proposal to connect Milson’s Point with the St.

1 .'_,l ‘ Leonards Bailway ? Yes.
30 July, 1890. 3271. Is that from a personal survey of the line ? Yes ; I have been over both routes.

3272. Over the Government route and the route suggested by Mr. Hamand ? Yes.
3273. Have you a paper which you wish to read ? I have made up some notes for my guidance. Do you 
wish me to read my statement, or will you choose to elicit the information you require by moans 
of question and answer P
3274. I think it would be convenient for you to read your summary of convictions, and we might ask you 
some questions about them afterwards, but, before going further, I would like to know if your evidence 
will be from an engineering point of view ? Wholly so.
3275. And will have no regard to the probable traffic on tho line ? No ; it will be solely from an 
engineering point of view.
3276. What has been your experience as an engineer? I have had twenty-four years’ experience as an 
engineer. Before I came to the colony I was engineer to the Great Eastern Bailway Company for a 
system of new railways in the county of Essex. I was four years with that Company, but previously I 
had been with the London and North Western Bailway Company for twelve or thirteen years, and had been 
connected more or less with all their large works. Before I left them they offered to me the charge of the 
Northern Section of their Bailway—in fact, they proposed to put under my charge all the lines north of 
the Mersey—the maintenance of the main trunk road to Scotland, and all the branches ; but I preferred 
construction to maintenance work. Before I went to the North Western Company I had been engaged 
for some years with the London and South Western Bail way Company, and had the run over the whole of 
their system; and before that, again, I had been with an engineer in Westminster, with whom I served 
my articles, who had foreign as well as a general engineering practice. I am a member of the Institution 
of Civil Engineers of London, so that you will see that I ought to know something about railway work.
3277. How long have you been in the colonies ? Since the end of Eebruary.
3278. 1890? Of this year. '
3279. Since that time------? I have been engaged by the Bailway Commissioners here in connection with
the Existing Lines. They instructed me to look at the two schemes now before the Committee, and the 
first thing I did was to ascertain the cost of each. I found that the cost of the Government scheme to 
Milson’s Point was for works £143,000, and for land resumptions £103,200—making a total of £246,200 ; 
and that the cost of Mr. Hamand’s scheme was estimated at £350,677 10s. I then went over the two lines, 
and had sections taken. The result of my calculations is this : That the works on Mr. Hamand’s scheme 
would cost £289,200—that is only approximate, but near enough for all practical purposes. Having 
prepared a rough plan, I asked the Government Valuator for a rough estimate of the cost of land 
resumption, which he made out to be £166,000, bringing the total cost of the line up to £455,200. I 
have looked carefully into the whole matter, and it appears to me that the Government scheme, 'which is 
cheaper and shorter than Mr. Hamand’s scheme, would accommodate the present population better than 
Mr. Hamand’s line would do. The statement which I have written out is as follows —

It will be seen that there is a difference of more than £200,000 between the two schemes ; and unless it can be shown 
that Mr. Hamand’s line would be more useful than the Government line, I submit that this additional expenditure should not 
be incurred. Let us examine Mr. Hamand’s scheme. The station at North Sydney-road is not required, as the present 
station at St. Leonards serves the district. If, however, the population to the north should require further accommodation, a 
small station could, without difficulty, be constructed on the present line. This would be much nearer.

With regard to the station at Miller-street, the proposed tramway will serve the population much better than the line, 
this is, therefore, quite unnecessary.

At Willoughby Tails, Mr. Hamand’s station is only 152 feet above sea level, whereas the bulk of the population reside 
on the plateau at a much higher level, and are much more conveniently accommodated by the tramway. This station could only 
be of use in the event of a population springing up in the future in the valley. As regards Bent-street, the population on the high 
ground to the west would continue to travel by the tramway to Milson’s Point, whilst those residing below the station would me 
the steamer from the adjacent bay. No traffic could be expected from the high ground on the eastern side of Neutral Bay, as 
the station could not be reached from that side, owing to the precipitous nature of the ground. It is proposed to provide 
accommodation for goods here, but the approach to the yard would be very awkward, as the station would be at a very low level.

The station at High-street would certainly be useless, as those on the high ground, who have the tramway practically at 
their doors, would certainly continue to use it in preference to taking the train to Milson’s Point; and those between the railway 
and the bay would undoubtedly take the steamer direct to Circular Quay. At Milson’s Point, Mr. Hamand suggests a station 
about 600 feet long on the level, but this, I think, would not be found adequate to the requirements of a terminal station. 
Keferring to the section, it appears that he is compelled to start his gradient of 1 in V0 much nearer Milson’s Point than in the 
Government scheme, otherwise the length of tunnel would be very largely increased. But by commencing to rise so soon ho 
practically cuts off the greater portion of the valuable frontage to Lavender Bay, which would have to be resumed. No one 
knows better than Mr. Hamand that this would be most disadvantageous. In the Government scheme there would be a 
length of about 2,360 feet of water frontage on the level.

I . I have prepared a section of Mr. Hamand’s line on such a scale as will enable the Committee to realize the very heavy 
character of the earthwork. It will be seen that the cuttings on Mr. Hamand’s scheme are really very much heavier than would 
appear at first, and I make the total quantity of excavation double as much as Mr. Hamand says it would be, and very much

, larger than the excavation on the Goverment line. Further, tho cuttings are not such as could be got at and worked
I pxpeditiously
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expeditiously. Some of them are long, and "would take a long time to excavate, whereas in the Government scheme we could W. T. 
work at the little cuttings at each end, and pitch the excavation into the hollows, so that the work would be done in half the time. Foxlee, Esq.,

It will be seen that much of the line is in far heavier cutting than shown upon Mr. Hamand’s section, which is drawn M.Inst.C.E. 
to a very small scale. You cannot take out quantities by a section drawn to a scale of 100 feet vertical. I can only think that A N

, Mr. Hamand has prepared a larger section to enable him to take out his quantities, because any engineer knows that you could 30 July, 1890. 
not estimate quantities accurately from a section drawn to a scale like this, where a thickness of a pencil line might make a 
difference of a foot in depth. (The section exhibited to the Committee is on a scale of 4 chains to an inch horizontal and 40 feet 
vertical, which is quite small enough.) This is especially the case between North Sydney-road Station and Willoughby Ealls, 
and may be to some small extent due to the modifications suggested by Mr. Hamand since his first plan was submitted to the 
Committee, but not wholly so, especially that portion of the railway between Miller-street and the Willoughby Ealls Stations, 
where it traverses the high ground between the Chinese gardens and Long Bay.

. ^ rDay here be pointed out that there is a discrepancy of 10 feet between the figured and scaled heights in Mr. Hamand’s
section between Milson s Point and Bent-street; but this appears to be a clerical error, and I have assumed that he intends 
his line to be carried out as drawn, and not as figured. I have indicated this modification in blue colour on the section. I 
would further remark that there appears to be a considerable error in the positions of the streets on the south side of Long 
Bay marked upon Mr. Hamand’s tracing. They are shown about 8 chains further north than they really are. This would, 
of course, considerably alter the centre line between Miller-street and Willoughby Ealls’ Station, and may to some extent 
account for the astonishing increase of cutting between those points. With regard to Mr. Hamand’s suggestion, that his line 
would form part of an extension to Manly, and could be continued thence from Willoughby Ealls’ ‘Station, I am not quite sure 
that this is the correct route for a branch to Manly, and it should be pointed out that by continuing Mr. Hamand’s line it 
would involve the construction of a long tunnel under the high ground traversed by the Military-road, and consequently the 
line would be quite inaccessible for a considerable distance to the adjacent population; and further, the junction which is 
shown upon plan in tunnel would he most dangerous.

Mr, Hamand states that the increased distance trains, would have to travel over his line would be more than met by the 
augmented speed due to the flatter grades. I have asked the Traffic Superintendent to prepare a time-table for the alternative 
routes, from which it will be seen that the journey from Milson’s Point to St. Leonards, via the Government line would only 
occupy thirteen minutes, as against eighteen minutes by Mr. Hamand’s route, thus effecting a saving of five minutes in favour 
of the former. ^ ,

The following is a time-table which I have had prepared to show the time which it would take to run over tho 
proposed extension of the Hornsby and St. Leonards lino to Milson’s Point:—

Government Line, Mr. Hamand's Line,
Milson’s Point to St. Leonards, 2 miles 73 chains.

M. ch. _ Noon.
0 00 Milson’s Point, depart................................... 12 0
1 42 Bay-road „   12 6
2 16 Edwards’-road „     12 10
2 73 St. Leonards, arrive ................................... 12 13

Speed for above time-table 20 miles per hour, allowing 
minutes for a stop.

Mileon’s Point to St. Leonards, 4 miles 1 chain.
M. ch. Noon.
0 00 Milson’s Point, depart ............................... 12 0
0 55 High-street „ ............................... 12 3
1 32 Bent-street „ ............................... 12 6
2 12 Cammeray-road „ ..............................  12 10
2 64 Miller-street „ ..............................  12 13
3 35 North Sydney-rd. ,, ............................... 12 16
4 1 St. Leonards, arrive ............................... 12 18

Speed for above time-table 25 miles an hour, allowing 
H minutes for a stop.

Mr. Hamand says in his evidence that the 1 in 50 gradient at Chatswood could be cut out for £4,000 or £5,000. It is 
by no means an easy matter, as Mr. Hamand must well know, to alter the gradient of an existing line whilst the trains are 
running, especially when that line happens to he a single one ; and I am of opinion that this could not be done in the present 
instance for less than double the amount named by Mr. Hamand; and, supposing it were altered, what about the remaining 
gradients sharper than 1 in 70 ? To alter all these would be most difficult and costly, but, unless this were done, I fail to see 
the advantage to be gained by adopting Mr. Hamand’s proposal in preference to the cheaper line suggested by the Govern
ment.

There are one or two other points to which I would wish to draw attention—one, that there will be about half a million 
yards surplus of excavation on Mr. Hamand’s line. It would be interesting to know how he proposes to deal with the redun
dancy of excavation, in view of the high value of land on the North Shore. Also, that whereas Mr. Hamand’s line could only 
be adapted to form a junction with a tunnel, the Government scheme could he utilized for either a bridge or a tunnel across 
the harbour.

With regard to the time required to complete the work—a glance at the sections will show at once that the Govern
ment line could be completed in a much shorter time than Mr. Hamand’s, on account of the earthwork being situated in a 
number of short cuttings, divided by embankments ; these cuttings, it is obvious, could be worked from the ends, whereas in 
Mr. Hamand’s line, with its long cutting and tunnel, the progress could only be very slow.
These are my impartial views. I have taken a good deal of trouble in the matter, and have tried to find 
out all I could about it. This is all I have to say about the question from an engineering aspect, on 
which alone I feel myself confident to speak.
3280. You have stated that on the Government line the trains would travel at the rate of 20 miles an 
hour, and on Mr. Hamand’s extension at the rate of 25 miles an hour ? Yes.
3281. "Why is that ? That is the rate at which we work our trains over similar grades on the existing 
lines. I went to the Traffic Superintendent, Mr. Eichardson, and asked him to prepare a time-table for 
these lines, assuming that he had to work trains over them, and asked him to let me know exactly the 
speed at which the trains would travel, and the time they would take to travel over the alternative routes. 
What I have given you is the speed at which we could travel over these grades.
3282. I presume that the difference in speed is caused by its being safer to travel fast over an easy grade
than over a steep grade ? It is a question of engine power. You cannot go up a steep grade as quickly 
as you can go up a flat grade. •
3283. But is it not also a matter of safety ? I do not think that that enters into the calculation.
3284. If the grade were reduced to 1 in 20, you could go as quickly down it as you could down a grade of 
1 in 100 ? I am speaking of the up grade, and I say that the loads being the same, the grade rules the 
speed when you are travelling up-hill.
3285. Let us consider that we are going down hill. Is there any difference in safety between travelling 
down a grade of 1 in 50 and down a grade of 1 in 70, remembering that you are finishing up with a 
terminus at the water’s edge ? I think there is really very little difference. You could travel at a good 
speed down either grade with safety.
3286. At the same speed ? Practically at the same speed.
3287. Suppose the grade got steeper ? Of course, a line could he drawn. If you ask me if a train can 
travel 60 miles a.n hour down a 1 in 20 grade as safely as down 1 in 70 grade—I say no.
3288. But in going down hill you can travel over a grade of 1 in 50 and 1 in 70 at the same speed with 
the same degree of safety ? Yes, practically.
3289. Would there he any difference on these particular lines ? I do not think so.

3290.
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W. T. 3290. You stated that your estimate of Mr. Hamand’s proposed line was £289,200 for works have you 
FoxIbc, Esq., aT.rive(j a(; that after a pretty fair calculation ? I have made a very careful calculation—as careful as one can 

I™’ ' ' make with a preliminary survey of this kind, and I have no doubt in my mind, that my estimate is 
30 July 1890 solncwhere near the mark. I have not the slightest objection to giving you the details of it.

’ 3291. I only wish to know if you have based your calculations on the same basis as the G-overnment
proposal is based on ? I have, practically. 1 have adopted in some instances Mr. Hamand s own figures, 
and in other instances I have put the prices lower than he has, where I think he has rather over-done it. 
I may say that there is a very large excess of excavation on his line—a much larger quantity than appears in 
Mr. Hamand’s estimate, I think. _ _
3292. Do you think your estimate is very fair? I think it is as fair an estimate as an engineer can make 
under the circumstances,
3293. You also state that Mr. Hamand has only provided about 600 feet for station purposes on the level 
at Milson’s Point, and that that would be quite insufficient for the traffic;—would you mind explaining 
that answer a little ? The space in which a station can be put at Milson’s Point is very narrow, and from 
what I have seen of the place it does not appear to me that you could get your goods and passenger stations 
alongside each other. Therefore it would be necessary to deal with the goods traffic at one end and tho 
passenger traffic at the other ; but they should all be on the level, not on a 1 in 70 grade.
3294. That is, if there is any goods traffic ? If you are going to make any provision for goocls traffic it 
appears to me that it must be dealt with not alongside the passenger station, but at one end of it.
3295. At which end ? At whichever end you might decide, clear of the 1 in 70 grade. It does not appear
to me that there is room between the water and the high ground to enable you to get your goods and 
passenger stations alongside. But the stations should be on the level, and by starting with a grade of 1 
in 70 you cut off the possibility of extending the station lengthwise. _
3296. That would be the case even if the goods traffic were very small ? Certainly. If you were going
to provide accommodation for goods traffic, it should be at one end or the other ot the passenger 
station. . ,
3297. You appear to have had large experience in the construction of railway lines and in railway matters 
generally;—how would a length of platform of 600 feet compare with the platforms which you know of 
at terminal stations ? In a terminal station, the engine runs up to the buffer-stop at the end, and you 
must provide sufficient room for it to run round, and for a cross-over road, so that you have to allow more 
length than the actual length of the train. Further than that, you have to put up your station buildings, 
and so on, so that you would want more than the 600 feet.
3298. How would 600 feet compare with the length at Bedfern ? I cannot speak as to that without
inquiry. ,
3299. Suppose the land at Milscn’s Point were widened, and more space made available for the line? If
it were possible to widen it sufficiently-----
3300. By building into the harbour or by cutting away the G-overnment land ? Even then you would lose
by the 1 in 70 grade a great part of the water frontage, because you,would be toiling up above the water, 
and thereby cutting off the approach to the frontage. _
3301'. When you come to your ultimate terminus you immediately begin to rise ? Yes, and you are cutting 
off the approach to your water frontage.
3302. Mr. Hamand does not propose to rise before he gets clear of his 600 feet level ? Exactly ; but on
leaving the end of the 600 feet he begins to mount up, and as soon as he does that he gets away from the 
water frontage, and you could not avail yourself of that frontage—although I take it you would have to 
resume it—because the line skirts the edge of the bay. _
3303. Have you sufficient knowledge of the subject, from your short residence in Sydney, to be able to

, say whether 600 feet on the level at Milson’s Point would or would not be sufficient for all the traffic which
would be brought there by the railway ? Judging by my experience of suburban lines at home, I think 
it would be very unwise to tie yourselves down to a level of 600 feet in a case like this. _
3304. You could not undertake to say whether 600 feet would be sufficient for present requirements ? 
From the experience which I have had, I should say that, in all probability, that space would not be 
sufficient.
3305. You know that it has cost a considerable amount of money to bring the railway to its present
terminus at St. Leonards ? I- have heard so. ...
3306. Seeing that the proposed extension is to cost, in round figures, £250,000, what is your opinion as 
to its desirability? I am unable to form any opinion, as far as the probable traffic is concerned, although 
I should think there would be a good deal of traffic; but it appears to me that, having spent so large a 
sum of money in bringing the railway to St. Leonards, it would be a pity to leave it there without trying 
to make it pay. I should sav, take the line on to Milson’s Point.
3307. Even at the expense of £250,000 ? Most certainly ; that is my conviction. But please understand
that I am not in a position to speak as to the probable amount of traffic. Looking at the matter as an 
engineer, I should say that it would be folly to leave the line where it is. _
3308. Have you considered the advisability of connecting the present tramway with the railway ? I have 
heard that that connection has been suggested.
3309. What do you think of the idea? I do not think that it would answer, because you would then
have a break in the journey, which you need not have, and which I am afraid would very seriously interfere 
with the prospects of the line. If people had to make a third change in the journey, it would prevent 
them from going to reside out on the line. _
3310. Have you had much experience in tramway management or construction ? I know something of 
tramway construction, but I have not had much experience in it. My experience has been chiefly in 
railvVav construction.
3311. If a tramway goes through a thickly-populated district, such as that at North Shore, between 
Milson’s Point and St. Leonards Station, is it not more convenient than a railway ? A tramway is all 
right for a short distance, but when you get beyond a limited distance, I think you are taxing people too 
much by it. The constant stoppages make the journey too wearisome, and I think I am right in 
saving that it has been found in practice that people prefer to travel by railway when the distance is 
beyond a mile and a half or two miles.
3312. Take the district between the present terminus of the railway and Milson’s Point—do you not think
that a tramway there would serve the people very well ? The present tramway ? 3313.
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3313. Tes P It appears to serve them admirably. _
3314. A tram stops more often than a railway P Certainly; hut in this case people would have to go on j'j ^ j?'1 
a considerable distance by railway after leaving the tramway, and therefore they would not care to take a
long journey by tram. ‘ ... 3o7uiy/189D.
3315. A tramway would, perhaps, serve the people living out about 2 miles from Milson’s Point better 
than a railway would serve them ? • Tes.
3316. But a railway wuuld come in for people who lived at a greater distance out? Tes.
3317. The top plan which you exhibit shows a section of the Government proposed line ? Tes, as far as
Lavender Bay. ' •
3318. Prom St. Leonards Station to the head of Lavender Bay? Tes. The level portion of the line on
to Milson’s Point is not shown there. ■
3319. There is some tunnelling on the line ? There is one tunnel. “
3320. Do I understand you to say that the line is a much easier line to construct than that proposed by 
Mr. Hamand ? It would be constructed much more quickly. [Witness then explained that since the 
cuttings on the Government line were small, they could he taken in hand simultaneously, and the earth excavated 
could he thrown into the valleys, whereas the long cuttings on Mr. Samand’s line could not he dealt with so 
expeditiously. The earthwork required to fill up the hollow on the right hand side of the line at MilsorCs 
Point, marked green on Mr. Hamand’s section, would not come from the adjoining tunnel, hut from the side 
cuttingP\ Continuing:—What are you going to do with the 500,000 cubic yards of surplus excavation on 
Mr. Hamand’s line ?
3321. Could you not follow out the general route of Mr. Hamand’s line, and get rid of that ? I think I 
am right in saying that however you took it there would be a very large amount of surplus excavation.
3322. But could wre, by going a little to the right or left, avoid it ? I have come here to help the Com
mittee, if I may say so, and to tell them what I think of the line ; I do not think you could.
3323. Tou do not see any getting over this difficulty ? Perhaps, by varying the line a little, you might
have a little less cutting, but I do not think that you will get away from a very large surplus. ' ’ - '
3324. Tou do not see your way to reduce this surplus to any material extent? I think you could not 
do so. Tou might cut it down by dropping into the valley a little, but then you would get into difficulties 
with your roads, and I do not think that it would make any material difference.
3325. Have you considered Mr. Hamand’s extension, with a view to the extension of the line towards 
Manly Beach ? I have • looked at it, but the hill under which the tunnel runs is parallel to the 
gully towards Long Bay, and Mr. Hamand has shown a junction somewhere in the tunnel, I think.
Unless I was very much pressed by circumstances, I should never dream of proposing such a thing. The 
line would have to pierce this hill, unless it wandered right away down along the arm and round the bay.
As it is shown on the plan, it would apparently have to pierce the high ground, and then you would have 
a long tunnel, so that the residents above would not be able to avail themselves of the railway.
3326. Do you mean to say that if Mr. Hamand wanted to branch off to Manly Beach he would have to 
do so in the middle of a tunnel ? He shows a junction somewhere in the tunnel, and then curves round.
3327. I should like you to be particular about this. It appears to me to be a very undesirable thing to
branch off in the middle of a tunnel ? I am quite certain that the tracing which was given to me shows 
a junction in the tunnel. Mr. Hamand’s tunnel is under Grassmere-road. It extends from the red 
mark, which represents Willoughby Palls’ Station, to somewhere about Bent-street, and.the junction is 
shown between those two points. ' .
3328. That would be the junction of the line branching off in a north-easterly direction to Manly ? Tes.
3329. And it would be in the middle of the tunnel ? Tes.
3330. Tou think that would be very undesirable ? Most undesirable, and Mr. Hamand knows it as well
as anybody else. ■ • ' . '
3331. Are you prepared to say that you think the Government scheme is unmistakeably the best? I
say, roundly, that the direction shown by the Government in their amended plan is, to my mind, the best. '
Probably it might be improved a little, but, speaking generally, I think that if you want to extend the 

_ Hornsby line to Milson’s Point you must follow the direction indicated by the Acting Engineer-in-Chief 
for Railways.
3332. Does it follow the natural features of the country ? Very largely. Tou would get the lightest, 
shortest, and cheapest line there, and the line that will pay the best, taking all things imto consideration.
3333. Tou say that the route might possibly be slightly improved? I have seen the route marked by a 
dotted line on the map, and it corresponds with the section which I have here. It might be possible to 
vary it a chain or two, and so reduce the cutting, making it a little bit cheaper, but, speaking generally, 
the route appears to me to be the best that you could get.
3334. Dr. &arrank\ As Engineer for Existing Lines it is, I presume, part of your duty to plan station
accommodation ? It is. ■
3335. In bringing the line down to Milson’s Point you are bringing the traffic down to tranship it into a 
steam ferry ? Tes.
3336. Would you have a double line of rails at your passenger station—one for a departure platform, 
and the other for an arrival platform ? I understand that the line is intended to be a double one from 
St. Leonards to Milson’s Point.
3337. In any case you would have a double line ? In any case I should have a double line at the station.
It would not be absolutely necessary, but I think that it would be desirable.
3338. Would your departure platform be on the wharf side ? The departure platform would be on the 
bay side.
3339. And the arrival platform on the inner side ? Tes.
3340. Tou would expect your passengers to go round the end of the line when they landed from the 
steamer ? Undoubtedly.
3341. Tou said that you would require an additional length of line to enable the engines to cross from 
one set of rails to the other, and you would still make you passengers go right round the end of that ? 
Undoubtedly ; that is the usual way of constructing a platform.
3342. Tou could do it by making the departure platform a little further down the bay, and over-running
it to come to the arrival platform, having them both on the same line ? That would be possible, but not 
desirable. We find that it is better to have the platforms opposite. _ ,
3343. Would there be any advantage in a case like this in having them linear ? Ido not think there
•vrould,, 3344.
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3344. For the immediate purposes of the passenger work, you would not want more than 600 feet? I 
do not think I said that.
3345. Would you want that for passenger traffic only ? I think more would he desirable, inasmuch as 
you want a circulating area at the end of your station, and you should also have your buildings at 
the end.
3346. If you were asked to plan a station, how much more than 600 feet would you take ■ for it ? It
would be desirable to have a somewhat longer length than that; but I am not prepared to say how much 
longer. If I had the plans before me I could draw out a station in 10 minutes ; but I would rather not 
give an answer without having all the details at hand. Every circumstance—the approach to the steamer, 
and so on—would have to be considered, and I should be misleading you if 1 tied myself down by saying 
how many feet are desirable. .
3347. You would rather have more than 600 feet than less than that length ? Yes. .
3348. You like to have plenty ? Yes.
3349. It has been given in evidence that there is no likelihood of anything like heavy traffic on this line 
at present? I have understood so.
3350. As an engineer, you would not waste money in making more wharfage accommodation than was 
wanted ? Certainly not.
3351. What is the maximum wharfage accommodation which you think would be required at the start ? It 
is impossible to say. I should reserve all my foreshore, so as to be able to accommodate any amount of 
traffic. I should not acquire the foreshore along the eastern side of Lavender Bay, and then throw it 
away by taking the line on a gradient above the greater portion of it. If this were my own enterprise I 
would bring down the line as quickly as I could, and get it on the level, as Mr. Deane proposes to do, 
because then I should have a chance of dealing with any amount of traffic.
3352. I am assuming that the G-overnment is going to buy the whole of that frontage ; but I asked you, as 
an engineer, how much we should require for wharfage purposes immediately ? I am unable to tell you, 
but I think you should lay the line out so as to be able to use the whole of the frontage if you wanted it.
3353. . We should not v7ant more than 1,000 feet at first ? For goods ?
3354. For suburban goods ? It might be desirable to have a little more than that for approaches and 
so on.
3355. The estimate given to us includes the expense of making wharves along, the whole of the frontage 
from where Mr. Deane’s line touches the wharf level, which it does not do until it rounds the head of the 
bay ;—what I want to know from you is, shall we want that length of frontage at the start ? Certainly 
not.
3356. We might make a saving on that to some extent ? You would not want that length of wharfage 
at the present time.
3357. You have criticised the length which Mr. Hamand allows as insufficient;—what I want to know is, 
what would be sufficient? My point is that you should not throw away a yard of the frontage.
3358. But you would not utilize it all immediately? Ho ; but I should be in a position to do so.
3359. You would have it in readiness for use, but you would not go to the expense of putting down piles 
and building wharves all along ? Certainly not, at first.
3360. This expenditure on wharves might be minimised in the first instance? If it includes the
reclamation of land and the construction of wharves for goods purposes all along one side of the bay, you 
might take something off it. ' .
3361. Do you think that for a short time a moderate quantity of goods traffic could be dealt with at the 
passenger station ? You cannot deal with it at a passenger station.
3362. You must have a certain length of wharf for it, and you cannot say, without local study, what
length that would be ? I would rather not say. ■
3363. Do you think that a continuous wharf for a passenger terminus is better than a dock., We have 
had two plans—one showing a wharf and the other a dock ? A terminal dock station ?
3364. Yes ? I should think a terminal dock station would be the best thing, with an arrival and departure
platform, and a circulating area at the end. ,
3365. Would you put your arrival platform at one side and your departure platform at the other ? Yes.
3366. Then your passengers would not want to go round at all—not on the north end? Hot on the north 
end. I am afraid I do not fully understand your question. I have had in my mind a terminal dock 
station with a platform on either side, and a circulating area at the end, beyond which would be the 
booking offices.
3367. But I am speaking of a marine dock. We have had plans for a dock station of that kind put before
us, and I asked you whether it would be better than a wharf ? " I think that a station such as I have 
described would be the best. ~
3368. Your recommendation is that the G-overnment should possess itself of the whole frontage ? If 
either scheme of railway were carried out, I take it that you would be bound to possess yourselves of the 
whole frontage.
3369. You think it will all be wanted before very long ? I am not quite prepared to say that, but I think 
that having acquired the frontage it would be a pity to render it inaccessible by commencing the grade 
near Milson’s Point.
3370. The G-overnment has put before us an amended plan, showing a station in Lavender Bay, some 
distance short of Milson’s Point, do you think that there would be sufficient advantage in saving the 
extra expenditure which it would cost to go on to Milson’s Point by stopping short? I do not. Milson’s 
Point seems to me to be the right place to have your terminus.
3371. You think it is the natural terminus ? Certainly.
3372. Any railway would have to go there sooner or later ? Either of these railways would have to, be 
taken there sooner or later, I think, if they stopped short of it. It is the point towards which the traffic 
converges.
3373. You think it is important to make the water journey as*short as possible ? Certainly.
3374. It would not do to have the passenger traffic near the head of Lavender Bay and the goods traffic 
near Milson’s Point ? Certainly not. I would rather put the passenger station near Milson’s Point and 
stop the goods traffic at the head of Lavender Bay, where you have more room.
3375. Supposing the tramway as it exists now were continued to St. Leonards Station, do you think it would 
be equal to the probable traffic of the railway ? I say that if you wish to make full use of the line you

have
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have already constructed, you cannot do better than bring it down to Milson’s Point. I do not think W. T. 
that an extension of the tramway would meet the case. . Poxlee, Esq.,
3376. Supposing the line were your own property, would you borrow an extra £250,000 in order to continue
it to thepomt, or would you content yourself with an expenditure of £50,000 in extending the tramway on Tniv icon 
to the railway. I think I should continue the railway to the point, as I should then stand a better ’ *
chance ot getting a return for my outlay.
3377. You would have a better financial result, you think ? I do, undoubtedly.
3378. Do you think that nine companies of directors out of ten, who were versed in the management of 
railways, would take the same view P .[ feel sure of it. I was never more astonished in my life than 
+ mi °ame 11® colony and saw the railway stopping where it does. I asked why it did so, and I was 
told at once that there was a talk of continuing it down to the water, which is the natural thing to do with 
oofrn TiraiiWa^ comPany ™ England would ever think of stopping such a line at the top of a hill.

’’e have stopped a line at the top of a hill for a number of years—at Eedfern ? That is rather a 
difterent matter. . '
3380. This is really a suburban line? Yes ; and it is cut off from the city by the harbour, whereas the 
passenger station at Redfern is practically in the city.
3381. The city is the natural destination of the passenger traffic, and here we leave a gap ? Yes; and by 
leaving the line where it is you throw your money away.
oooo' m°U d° n0t tllink that the cable line bridges the distance ? 1 do not think it does a bit.
3383. it we spent £50,000 m going to St. Leonards with the tram, should we still have to continue the
railway P Yes, eventually.
3384. It would only be putting off the construction of the railway for a few years ? Yes ; and it seems
. oD^e T7- ?°U “ave at -North Shore a better suburban district than any other round Sydney.
338o. xou have seen some of the suburban lines round London ? Yes.
3886. You recognise that the mere necessity for shifting into a steam punt at the point is a slight draw
back to the North Shore Kail way ? Yes. i o
qqqq' ?070U tmnkT.tl\at the 1doub!° sllift from the tram would increase the drawback ? I feel sure of it.
3388. And would check people going out on the line ? Yes.
oonn' b,ad b®tter facilitate traffic by giving the best convenience that we can ? Certainly.
3390. You have been familiar with the suburban traffic of London ;-what population ought we to have 
to work upon to make an expenditure of £250,000 profitable ? That is a traffic matter upon which I do 
no, teel competent to speak. I should rather attend to the engineering part of the question. What 
you really have to do is to spend more money in order to make a line pay which does not already pay.
You have to induce people to go out on to the line. It is not the present population that you have to
think ot, but the population which you may induce to go out on to the line.
oooo' T,°U n7ot bn25 any instance exactly like this ? Not quite analogous to this.
33 2. Mr. Tonkin.] You stated just now that the trains could run at a speed of 20 miles an hour up and 
down the 1 in oO grade ; did you take into consideration the stations on the line, and the length of it ?
Yes. I should never attempt to lay a statement like that before the Committee without considering it 
thoroughly. I will give you the mileage of each station. °
3393 I do not wish for the details, but I had no idea that such a pace could be got up between these 
mi°e ? 'chTwhich bhie1?tanCe ket'veeu one statlon atl<l another is, I suppose, about three-quarters of a

3394 On the Government line ? The first station from Milson’s Point on that line would be at Bay-road,
a distance of ] mile 42 chains. J ’
3395. And from there to the next station ? The next station is at 2 miles 16 chains from the point; nearly
oorw^ ^av^irs a V11!? ^r0I^i ^rst sta^0n- The third station is at 2 miles 73 chains, 
oonl?' e over halt a mile further on ? Not quite three quarters of a.mile,
33 7. Taking into consideration the time it would take to draw up to and get away from a station, do 
you think trains could travel on that line at a rate of 20 miles an hour ? I am quite sure of it. I have 
ooooar0116 and a.half for slowing down and getting up speed at each stopping-place.
3398. You are quite satisfied that the statement which you have made has been carefully considered and
is correct P Tes. j >
3399. Could you inform me whether the cuttings on Mr. Hamand’s line are through solid ground, or are 
they side cuttings P They are through solid ground, undoubtedly, though part of the ground is sidelong.
3400. Iou could surely find some space for the surplus soil where there are side cuttings? It all 
depends. You may have a sidelong cutting, and still not cut out on either side, and in that case you 
have to get rid of your material. If you take a line along the surface, and the line is sidelong on one 
side, you have to bench it out, and on the other to throw down the soil; but the depth of cutting on the 
sectionis snown along the centre line, and there would be no slope that would clear it.
3401. Ihere are none of these surface cuttings on the section ? No ; though I do not say that the

not sidelong somewhat. (Witness here explained hy sketching on the section.)
Save you tad much experience with tramways ? Not a large amount of experience with tramways.

3403. You could not, .then, give us an idea of the amount of traffic which could be served by a tramway ?
.No ; it is a matter about which I would rather not speak. *
3404. Then how can you form an opinion as to the advisability of expending £250,000 upon the construc
tion ot a railway, as against an expenditure of from £40,000 to £50,000 upon the extension of the already 
existing tram-line. You ask me as to the amount of traffic that a tramway would accommodate. That 
is quite another thing to asking me whether it would be a desirable thing to expend £50,000 in extending 
the tramway to St. Leonards. Since there must be a break in the journey, I know that that would be

3405. This investigation is not into the possibility of constructing a railway—we want to know if after 
the railway was constructed, it would pay;—what I want to get at is, would it be advisable under the 
circumstances of the case to lay out £250,000 in the construction of a railway, or would the extension of 
the present tramway to the terminus of the railway, at a cost of something like £40,000, meet all 
requirements . I have already said that I would rather not express an opinion on matters concerning 
traffic. I have come here to speak on engineering matters only, and, as an engineer, I say that it appears 
very undesirable to have an additional break in the means of conveyance to the higher portions of North

271~Q . Shore
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Shore by extending the tram-line to St. Leonards, instead of bringing the railway down to Milson’s Points 
3100. Prom the experience which you have had ot tramways, have you come to any conclusion as to the 
advantages of a tramway system for a short journey in a thickly populated place, as compared with those 
of a railway, say, up to 2 miles ? Up to 2 miles a tramway answers very nicely.

' 3407. Do you think that a tramway going through a township would be more advantageous to the local 
traffic than a railway ? That depends upon a variety of circumstances—it depends upon where your 
railway is going to, together with other things. _ _
3408. I am speaking only of the local traffic—that traffic to be served by 2% or 3| miles of line;—do you
think that a tramway stopping at every street would in that distance better serve the traffic than a 
railway, which would only stop at certain stations, would do ? I should like to know all the circumstances 
before I expressed an opinion upon an imaginary case; but if you ask me whether the North Shore cable 
tram would not serve the population better than Mr. Hamand’s line, I say, yes ; while, if you ask me if 
it would be better than an extension of the railway to Milson’s Point by the Government route, I say, 
no, I do not think it would. ■
3409. We have evidence to show that an extension of the railway would have to depend upon the local
traffic for revenue ;—-I want to know whether you think that that local traffic would not be better served 
by the present tramway line, or an extension of it, say, crossing Long Bay, and on to the railway, than, 
by the extension of the railway? I think that the existing population adjoining the present tramway on 
its extension towards Miller-street, would undoubtedly be better served by such a tram-line than by a 
railway. The people on the plateau would bo better served. _ _
3410. Suppose there is a distance of a mile between the present tramway and the railway, do you think, 
that the people living on half a mile of that country, if not on three-quarters of a mile of it, would be 
better served by a tramwav than by the railway? I am not prepared to say ; but, looking at the map, I 
should think that the tramway would serve the population as far as the Lane Cove-road very nicely, 
while the traffic on the west would naturally gravitate towards the railway. Speaking broadly, it would 
appear that a tramway would very nicely serve the population on the high ground, and that any future 
yiopulation which might spring up to the west of Lane Cove-road, would be served by the railway.
3411. Suppose the railway were constructed with stations about a mile apart, would not the greater part 
of the local traffic still gravitate to the tramway, since the trains would not run more than five or six 
times a day ? Speaking generally, people wi 1 take advantage of the tramway where it is convenient, and 
where the distance is not too great; but where there are houses adjoining a railway station, you may 
depend upon it that people will take advantage of the trains, especially if they have any great distance 
to travel. They will arrange their time for starting to suit the departure of the trains.
3412. Your idea of the construction of the line is that it would serve the people on the slopes ? Yes ; 
to the west of Lane Cove-road ; and that it should be constructed, more especially in view of the traffic 
beyond.
3413. Your idea is that the line should be constructed for the purpose of bringing people down to Port 
Jackson from beyond Hornsby ? No ; I am thinking of a suburban traffic—a residential traffic.
3414. Still you think that a railway would servo better than an extension of the tramway to the present
railway terminus ? That is my opinion. _ _
3415. Jlfr. Dowel.^ Have you travelled over the Great Northern line to its connection with the Queensland
line? I have not. ■ .
341G. How far up the Northern line have you been? I have not been on it at all; I have not had an 
opportunity of travelling on it, owing to the immense amount of business I have had to transact during 
the short time I have been in the colony. _ _
3417. You are aware that it traverses a tract of country, nearly 400 miles in length ? I believe that 
it does.
3418. Do you not think that it is desirable to connect a great line like that with the deep waters of a 
harbour, if practicable ? If the main town were near the. deep water, I should certainly extend it.
3419. If you had the opportunity of doing so, you would connect a great intercolonial line like that 
with the deep waters of a harbour ? I would, speaking generally; but if I understand you correctly, 
this line is already connected with the deep waters of the harbour.
3420. It will be when this proposal is carried out ? Is it not already at Darling Harbour ? _
3421. It may be to a certain extent., But tho proposed extension would effect a saving of 10 or 11 miles 
in distance—would not that be a considerable advantage ? It would appear to be, in distance.
3422. You have informed the Committee that there are some very considerable cuttings on Mr. Hamand’s 
line—what are the depths of those cuttings ? The section which I have prepared is only approximate ; 
but, commencing at the Lane Cove-road, the cutting at the deepest place is nearly 40 feet. Then we 
get to the high ground between Cammeray-road and Miller-street, where the cutting is between 50 and 
60 feet deep in the worst places. Poliowing the line along, we get a cutting 30 or 40 feet deep, towards 
Neutral Bay.
3423. Knowing Mr. Hamand’s route, are you of opinion that these deep cuttings would be objectionable
as eye-sores and possible sources of danger to the residents of the district ? I do not know how they 
could be sources of danger. _
3424. Would not they be in the immediate vicinity of residences? Of course the line would have to be 
properly fenced. They could only be a source of danger if the batters were not properly trimmed, so 
that pieces of rock tumbled down and upset the trains.
3425. But they would be an eye-sore ? Well; they would not improve the appearance of the country.
3426. In your opinion, would the ira'ffic be safer on the Government line, wffiere there is a level run of
2,360 feet, than on Mr. Hamand’s line, which has a grade of 1 in 70, and a level run of 600 feet ? If, 
when a train got to the foot of the grade, the brakes would not act, you would have a better chance of 
pulling it up in 2,360 feet of level, than in 600 feet. _ _ _
3427. So that the Government Hue would bo practically the safer ? In an instance of that kind it
probably would. _
3428. In your experience as a railway engineer, you are aware that wherever passenger traffic exists, a 
considerable goods traffic springs up ? Where a population exists there will be goods traffic.
3429. You are of opinion that the Government should have a greater length of level than ‘600 feet for 
wharfage purposes? What I said was that, assuming that the Government are compelled to acquire
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2,360 feet of wharfage frontage, it would be desirable to reserve it for goods purposes should it be W. T.
required, and not to throw it away by mounting the line upon a steep grade, along the greater portion of it. j
3430. Tou have made no inquiries at all as to the goods traffic on this particular line ? I have made none.
3431. Can you see any objectionable gradients or curves on the G-overnment proposal, or are you aware 30 July;lS£’0l
of any defect in the scheme ? As far as I can see, the Grovernment line wrould be perfectly safe. ' -
3432. T'ou consider that it has a considerable advantage over Mr. Hamand’s line in consequence of being
shorter ? In consequence of being considerably cheaper. '
3433. And in consequence of being shorter ? Tes ; you -would have the advantage of a shorter journey.
3434. And I understand that it w-ould be constructed at a less cost of £209,000? Tes, roughly ; those,
of course, are only approximate figures. t
3435. In round figures you consider that the G-ovemment proposal could be carried out for less than 
what Mr. Hamand’s line would cost, by about £200,000 ? Tes.
3436. Tou have satisfied yourself that the North Shore people would be better served by the extension of 
the tramway, than by the construction of Mr. Hamand’s line ? By the proposed extension to Miller- 
street. Tou are not referring to the extension of the tramway to St. Leonards. I think the population
on the plateau can be better served by the extension of the present tramway than by the construction of ’
Mr. Hamand’s line.
3437. Tou are clearly of opinion that the G-overnment proposal is the best that has been submitted to
the Committee ? I am not aw'are of any other line-which has been submitted to the Committee, with 
the exception of that proposed by the Government and that proposed by Mr. Hamand. 1
3438. Comparing the Government line with Mr. Hamand’s ? Comparing the two, I have no hesitation in
saying that the Government line is by far the better. ’
3439. And, as an engineer, you have no hesitation in saying that it is necessary and desirable that the 
line should be brought from St. Leonards to Milson’s Point ? As an engineer it appears to me absurd to 
leave the line -where it is, having already spent so much money.
3440. Even if the extension would cost £250,000 ? Tes.
3441. Mr. O' Sullivan.Tour chief reason in favour of the extension is that you desire to utilize the line 
between St. Leonards and Pearce’s Corner ? That is the main reason.
3442. By bringing the line down to the foreshores of Port Jackson ? Tes. '
3443. Would you not reach the foreshores by the Government modification at Lavender Bay? Tou 
would ; but you would also increase the length of the trip across the harbour.
3444. But you would shorten the land trip? Somewdiat, undoubtedly. '
3445. Most of the passengers who would go by this line would be people residing in the new residential •
suburbs, on the western side of the North Shore ? Tes.
3446. Therefore, a couple of hundred yards’ increase of journey on a wrell-appointed steamer wmuld not
be a very great hardship to them ? Possibly not. .
3447. While at the same time the land journey would be shortened? Tes.
3448. Why should wre spend £52,900 in bringing the line from its terminus on the Government modifica
tion to Milson’s Point ? A’ou must have a certain amount of level, but I understand that it is quite 
possible to provide station accommodation in Lavender Bay, and it is for the Committee to decide whether 
it is better to stop at the head of the bay than to take the line on to Milson’s Point. I should say, take 
the line on to Milson’s Point.
3449. It was stated by Mr. Deane that we would save £52,000 by stopping at the modification;—the 
interest on that, at 4 per cent., wmuld be £2,000 per annum ;—why should we not save that amount every 
year when the line would give almost the same accommodation ? There is something in that; but it is for 
the Committee to decide which scheme it would-be desirable to carry out. - I have not the slightest doubt that 
a station could be provided at the head of Lavender Bay giving the requisite amount of accommodation.
3450'. Mr. Lee.'] Tou are aware that the estimated cost of Mr Hamand’s line is £350,677 ? Tes, as 
estimated by him. .
3451. Inclusive of land compensation ? Tes.
3452. Do you know what Mr. Deane’s estimate of the cost of Mr. Hamand’s scheme was ? I think I 
understood that he estimated Mr. Hamand’s works at about the same amount as Mr. Hamand did, but 
that there was an increased price—I forget how much—for land resumption.
3453. The difference between his and Mr. Hamand’s estimate was in the valuation of the land ? Tes. I 
fancy that Mr. Deane did not have sections taken over his line ; but I have had them taken and plotted 
to a good-sized scale, so that I can roughly estimate the quantities, and you can take my estimate as 
approximately correct.
3454. Mr. Deane’s estimate for works on Mr. Hamand’s line is the same as Mr. Hamand’s ? Tes.
3455. £221,000? Tes.
3456. Tour estimate of the cost of Mr. Hamand’s line is £455,200? Including land resumptions.
3457. Tou differ from Mr. Deane in the matter of compensation for land ? No ; I differ from Mr. Deane 
in the estimate of the cost of works.
3458. Tou differ from Mr. Deane in your estimate of the compensation for land on Mr. Hamand’s line ? ■
The cost of the land is not my estimate ; it has been supplied by the Government Valuator.
3459. Tou have given it as £166,000, whereas Mr. Deane’s estimate was £200,000 ? The estimate, of 
£166,000 was supplied to me by the Government Valuator.
3460. Tou differ from Mr. Deane in the estimate of the cost of works, his estimate being £221,000, and 
yours £289,200 ? Tes.
3461. Have you taken the trouble to get out the quantities on the Government line? I have looked at 
Mr. Deane’s estimate, and it would appear to be about correct.
3462. How did you get the figures to estimate the cost of Mr. Hamand’s line ? I have taken Mr.
Hamand’s own prices for earthwork. I made a section, and took out the quantities of the earthwork 
upon it.
3463. Did you do the same with the Government line ? No ; I have not analysed the Government 
proposal.
3464. Tou take the Government figures as submitted by the Engineer of the Department ? Tes.
3465. If your estimate of Mr. Hamand’s line is correct, there is a great discrepancy between it and Mr.
Deane’s estimate? Eor the works—yes ; but, as I think I have explained,—
3466. I do not want you to explain ; but there is a difference ? Tes. 3467.
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. , 3167. Is it probable that the estimate for works on the G-overnment proposal is insufficient ? I do not
so- Looking at the two things, I do not think so. .

3168. Tou are not in a position to say whether the estimate of the works on the Government proposal is 
30 July, 1890. correct or not ? I cannot swear that it is correct.

■ 3169. Because you have not taken out the quantities ? No ; but, looking at them generally, I think they
are correct.
3170. Have you*taken any section ? There is a section. .
3171. You have not taken out tho quantities ? I have not taken out the quantities. Looking at Mr. 
Deane’s prices, they appear to be right; but I have not checked them.
3172. Inasmuch as Mr. Deane and Mr. Hamand concur in their estimates of the cost of works on Mr. 
Hamand’s line, and inasmuch as your estimate is £68,000 over and above either of their estimates, is it 
probable that a mistake has been made in calculating the cost of construction on the Government pro
posal ? I should not think so, looking at the thing broadly.
3173. Mr. Sumphery^] Tou are aware that the line between St. Leonards and Hornsby leaves a very 
large loss on the working ? I have understood so.

. 3171. What is your opinion—and you appear to have had a great deal of experience—as to the best way
of making that line give a return that will cover working expenses in a few years, and ultimately pay the 
interest on the outlay ? Bring your line down to the deep waters of Port Jackson.
3175. Would you do that by an extension of the railway, or by a connection with the tramway? By 
bringing the railway down.
3176. Although it would mean an increase in the interest of £9,000 a year, as against £1,700, by extending 
the tramway ? Certainly; because you will get a far better return for your money.
3177. Have you any doubt as to the extension of the railway to Milson’s Point creating traffic for the 
portion of the line already constructed more readily than the extension of the tramway to St. Leonards 
Station would do ? I have no doubt in my own mind.
3178. Mr. Garrard.^ I understand that you have gone over both of these routes ? I have.
3179. Do you think that the stations, as marked on either line, are in their proper positions ? On Mr. 
Hamand’s scheme you have stations as close together as they are upon the Metropolitan Bailway in 
London.
3180. I understand that you think that they are unnecessarily close? Por the most part; and, as I have 
tried to explain to the Committee, it does not appear to me that they wmuld be very much used.
3181. Do you think that the stations on the Government line are in right positions, and that there
are not too many ? I do not think that there are too many stations there, and I think that they are
situated in the right positions. It might be advantageous to have a third station lower down, nearer
Lavender Bay.
3182. Tou spoke of the difference between going up a grade of 1 in 70 and of 1 in 50 ;—I suppose that 
going down the difference would be of very little moment; it would be a mere matter of brake-power? 
There is nothing in it.
3183. All that you consider is the pulling-power going up ? Tes.
3184. Coming down it is a mere matter of brake-power ? All you have to do is to keep the train under
control. ■
3185. Do you make your grade the same as Mr. Hamand ? There is a small clerical error in figuring the
heights, but the grades are drawn as figured for the most part, with the exception of one at the top, and 
another at Lavender Bay, which is figured as 1 in 70, wrhen it is really a little flatter.
3186. The grade in the tunnel is 1 in 70 ? Tes; as Mr. Hamand has figured it.
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C. Billyard, 
Esq.

30 July, 1890.

Charles Billyard, Esq., sworn, and examined :—
3187. Vice-Chairman.'] Tou know the locality in which it is proposed to take this railway extension? I 
know it well. I am a director of two companies who have invested half a million of money in property 
over there.
3188. Whereabouts ? Partly on one side of where the bridge is marked on the map, and partly on the 
other side, at North Willoughby.
3189. That is the suspension bridge which is being built ? Tes'; one of the companies is building that 
suspension bridge at a cost of £31,000.
3190. Have they not also constructed a tramway ? They have constructed a tramway to within a quarter 
of a mile of the bridge.
3191. To what point is it constructed ? To Palmer-street, just at the top of the hill.
3192. How far is that from the present tramway ? Yery nearly three-quarters of a mile.
3493. Have you given much attention to the Government route, and to Mr. Hamand’s scheme ? Tes.
3494. What is your opinion with reference to them ? My opinion is that tho estimate of the cost of 
land to be resumed on Mr. Hamand’s line is very much higher than it should be.
3195. You think the line should be constructed at altogether a less cost than is estimated? As far as the 
estimate for land is concerned.
3196. Mr. Garrard.] On what estimate are you going? I am not speaking about any estimate which I 
have seen.
3497. Vice-Chairman.] Tour idea is that the land could be purchased for less than Mr. Hamand’s 
estimate ? Tes; because many of the owners there would take a small sum for their land. I have 
ascertained that from them.
3198. Can you say how much less the land could be obtained for ? I estimate the cost of the land at 
£121,000. I will tell you how I arrived at that estimate, if you like.
3499. That is unnecessary.-* In constructing the tramway from your land down Miller-street, you 
considered that it would afford ample accommodation for the locality you are interested in? I thought 
it would for a time, but I believe that we shall have a very large population over there by-and-bye.
3500. Suppose that the population increased to the extent you anticipate, do you think the tramway would 
be sufficient ? No ; I think we should require a railway then for the goods traffic.
3501. Supposing a railway were to be constructed, do you think it would be desirable to carry out Mr. 
Hamand’s proposal ? Yes. If that were done, I think that instead of running the tramway we should

run



1093

run a light railway over the bridge, and through our property to meet the Government-Hue. We are C. Billyard, 
going to put up a number of buildings over there. ' ' ' “q* •
3502. It is part of your project to build on this ground? Very.largely. . .
3503. Have you given any attention to the Government proposal? I have given some attention to it. . I ‘ - - . ■*: 
have estimated the value of land upon that route.
3501. Do you think that the Government estimate is within the proper limit? I estimate the value of 

- the land there at £148,900. '
3505. You have had a good deal to do with land purchases in and about Sydney ? Yes ; more so>than 
anybody. ■ "
3500. You think you are correct in the estimates you have given? I know I am. ,
3507. Prom every point of view, you think Mr. Hamand’s line would be more desirable than the Govern
ment line ? I think so. . I think we should have a large goods traffic, and a grade of 1 in 70 would be 
better than a grade of 1 in 50 for it, while it would take less time to come up the flatter grade.
3508. Do you know the country between St. Leonards and Hornsby ? I know it fairly well. I have 
often been along the road, and I was often out there during the construction of the railway line.
3509. Does it offer great inducements for suburban settlement ? Yes ; but I think the big settlement
will be near Middle Harbour. .
3510. Is Hornsby regarded as a favourite situation for residents on account of its altitude? Ho better 
than Middle Harbour.
3511. What is the height of the land at Middle Harbour ? Prom 300 to 350 feet. .
3512. Which do you call the Middle Harbour land ? Land on the other side of the bridge ; it is about 
300 feet high there, and in places higher.
3513. Higher than Hornsby ? Ho ; but it is far nearer Sydney.
3514. What is the height of Hornsby? I could not say, but I think about 500 feet. Hornsby is 14 or
15 miles from Sydney Post Office, .while the bridge is only 3 miles from the Post Office. .
3515. What area do your companies hold ? One holds 1,000 acres, and the other 670.
3516. It is contemplated to improve that land and make it suitable for residential purposes ? One 
company are building a bridge, and are going to form a building society in connection with their property.
3517. Do you think that these sites are likely to be held in great favour for residential purposes ? Yes ; 
and I should think it will be a favourite place for excursionists. On a fine Sunday, hundreds of people 
go out to see the bridge. It is the third biggest suspension bridge in the world, and handsomer than the 
Clifton Bridge—the Brooklyn Bridge being the first. I look upon Middle Harbour as the recreation 
ground of Sydney.
3518. Do you think that having to cross the harbour will be an impediment to the increase of population 
there ? I am in hopes that they will be able to bring the railway across the harbour in a steam ferry.
3519. You think, at all events, that the railway should be extended to the harbour? Yes ; to open up 
Middle Harbour.
3520. Of the two schemes, do you think that Mr. Hamand’s is the better ? I think his the better to get 
the suburban traffic, and also, on account of its grade, for the goods traffic.
3521. Mr. Doicel.How many acres to the mile have you allowed for land resumption? Sixteen.
3522. Did your company ask the Government to extend the cable tramway to the bridge? We had the 
right to lay a tramway from the present terminus on this side of the reserve, and the Government wished 
us to give up part of that right, and allow them to extend their tramway a quarter of a mile to 
the other end of the reserve. We tried to make the bargain that if we gave up that right they should 
construct the tramway to the bridge, and negotiations went on for some time, when we found that, since 
our bridge would cost £34,000 instead of £15,000, and would take longer to construct because of the bad 
weather, we saw that it would be necessary to ask the Government to let us have a Bill extending our 
time. The Government, seeing our difficulty, said, “ If you do not give up your right to a quarter of a 
mile of tram we shall stop your Bill; and, on that threat, we had to give up our right, and it was no good 
asking them to construct the tramway to the bridge.
3523. You consider that the land owned by the company is very valuable, and that there will be a large 
residential population there soon ? Yes.
3524. In your prospectus, did you tell the London investors that the land cost your company over £500 
an acre ? AVe did not issue any shares in London. There are very few London shareholders. I do not 
think that 10 per cent, of the shareholders are English.
3525. You issued debentures ? Yes.
3526. Did you make the statement that the land cost the company over £500 an acre, and that therefore 
you considered it very advantageous for residential purposes ? Yes.
3527. You anticipate a large population there in a short time? Yes; and we are going to build in 
anticipation of it. The Government have reserves at Middle Harbour, and we think that people would 
go down in our tram on holidays. AYe are going to build an hotel down there. An immense number of 
people go out there boating on Saturdays and Sundays.
3528. Quite independent of that, you think the Government is justified in constructing a railway to the 
deep waters of Port Jackson ? Yes ; it is no good where it is. I also think that they would be justified 
in taking the line to Middle Harbour.
3529. Mr. Humphery.'] Is the best portion of your land to the north of the bridge ? Some of it is on
this side of the bridge, but most of it is on the other side. '
3530. What distance is it from Milson’s Point? The bridge is 3 miles from the Sydney Post Office.
3531. Mr. Garrard.] As the crow flies ? The cable tramrvay is pretty correct.
3532. Mr. Humphery.] What is the distance from Milson’s Point to your bridge ? I think it is a little 
over 2 miles.
3533. Hr. Tonkinl] Can you form any estimation as to the probable population on your ground ? I 
believe that the increase in population there would be as great as in the railway suburbs from 1869 to 1877.
3534. On what railway ? If Mr. Hamand’s railway is carried out, I believe that the increase of popula
tion about Middle Harbour will be as great as the increase was on the Southern line between 1869 
and 1877.
3535. Do you not think that the inconvenience of water traffie would militate against that? Ido not
think so. At the present time, if you live on the Southern line, you have to change into a tram at 
Redfern, and in the summer time it is more pleasant to go across the harbour by boat than to travel by 
tram- 3536.

KilLWAY TO CONNECT SrOETH SHOBE EAILWAY WITH POBT JACKSON, AT MILSON’S POINT. 125



1094

C. BlllyarS, 3536. Do you think that the land to the north ot the bridge will be availed of equally with the land 
^ Bsq._ beyond St. Leonards terminus, towards Cliatswood ? I think so, because the water frontage will have a 

great attraction. There are many G-overnment reserves there, and people could build on a road opposite 
u ‘ the Q-overnment reserve; so that those who had not a water frontage, could have access through a reserve 

to the water. , .
3537. Would not the altitude of one district give it the preference ? I do not think there will be much
difference in altitude at Chatswood. The difference comes in when you get to Hornsby, where the 
altitude rises to 500 feet. _
3538. Tou believe that if Mr. Hamand’s line were constructed, it would, in a short time, pay for the
construction and working expenses ? I believe that it would. Its construction would have this effect 
upon iis—that we should immediately put up a very large number of houses—very many more than we 
expected to do at once. . . ■ ■ .
3539. If the line were constructed, it would induce you to build more largely than you would otherwise 
do ? Certainly; and it would save us the expense of making the tram to the bridge, first of all. .
3540. Mr. Q-arrard.^ Is your estimate of the value of this land from a seller’s or from a buyer’s point of
view ? Prom a seller’s. 1 have asked several owners what they would sell for, provided the railway went 
through their land. The line would go through some of our company’s land, and we would sell at £400 
an acre. .
3541. When it cost £500 ? Tes. Caird, Maxwell, & Co. would take £400 an acre for their landJones 
would take £400 an acre for his land; Paling and the Assets Co. would take £100 an acre for their land, 
which is leasehold, having ninety years to run, and a ground rent of £7 10s. an acre, making it equal to 
£250 an acre; and Mr. Solomons, through whose land the tunnel goes, would take £100 an acre for 
tunnelling rights. .
3542. How did you arrive at the estimate of the value of the land on the G-overnment line—from personal
inquiry, as on Mr. Hamand’s line ? First of all, the big G-overnment resumption is along Lavender Bay, 
and, from Mr. Deane’s evidence, I understand the G-overnment would have to resume 52 chains in Lavender 
Bay, which, at £30 a foot, would come to about £102,960. Mr. Hamand’s line would take 35 chains of 
frontage in Lavender Bay, and that, at £30 a foot-----
3543. Tou are not charging Mr. Hamand with all the water frontage ? With all that he lakes.
3544. Mr. Hamand goes to Milson’s Point ? He only takes 35 chains of frontage in Lavender Bay, 
while the Government take 52 chains.
3545. Are you sure of that ? Mr. Hamand says, “ Mr. Deane took up twice as much again. He (Mr.
Hamand) had about 35----- ” '
3546. What are you quoting from ? From the report of the Sydney Morning Herald.
3547. t should not advise you to rely upon newspaper reports ? ------

126 PAEIiliMENTAEY STANDING COMMITTEE ON TL’BLIC WOEKS.—MINUTES OF EYIDENCE.

PARLI AMEN TART



1095
AMBHDXX. 127

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

Railway to connect the North Shore Railway \ni;h Port Jackson, £.t Milson’s Point.

APPENDIX.

A.
[To Evidence of H. Beane, Esq.']

Department of Public Works, Eailway Construction Branch, Sydney, 8 July, 1890.
Minute Paper. .

Subject .-—North Shore Eailway Extension to the Waters of Port Jackson.
In accordance with your request, I have the honor to forward herewith a summary of Estimates of the proposals to 
connect the North Shore Eailway with the waters of Port Jackson, furnished in my evidence before the Committee.

™ . T ,• H- DEANE,ihe Chairman, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works. Acting Engineer-in-Chief.

North Shore Eailway.
Extension to waters of Port Jackson.

Summary of Estimates furnished in evidence of Acting Engineer-in-Chief.
Extra cost through alteration of grade from 1 in 40 to 1 in 50 between present station 

and Lavender Bay—
Works .................................................................................................................
Land .'........................................................... . .......

From head of Lavender Bay to Milson’s Point, as per estimate of line submitted—
Works .................................... ..................................... '................ .............
Land....................................................;............

Prom head of Lavender Bay to passenger station, near head of bay—
Works ........................................ ..........................................
Land....................................................

From head of Lavender Bay, tunnelling under Alfred-street, heading Careening Cove,
Neutral Bay, and Shell Cove, to Robertson’s Point— " ‘ ‘

Works ......................................................... .............................................. ‘........
D&nd...........................................22’830

£112,830

£112,830

£52,760

18,000
22,000

£40,000

Branch to M'Mahon’s Point, not including resumption......................................................... £20,000
________________________________ _ H.D., 8/7/90. -

Cost of providing 3,500 feet frontage for goods at Cremorne, as above ....

Cost of providing 1,560 feet frontage for goods in Lavender Bay— .
£98,700, less £46,000.........................................................................

Loop round Kirribilli Point, not including resumption to the Point (say) 
Beyond............................................................................................................ _

£
16,000
5,700

£21,700

31,000
67,760

£98,760

21,000
26,000

£46,000

B.
Plan proposed by A. S. Hamand, 

North Shore Eailway.
Esq.

Gentlemen, _ . Croydon, Sydney, 21 June, 1890.
^ °e§ 0:1 vc to submit herewith a plan showing in red a route for the completion of the Hornsby line to Milsbn’s
Point, which possesses the following advantages :— ' 1 • ■’r- •-

1. Better accommodation for the district.
2. Saving of 2 miles of the route to Cremorne.
']■ grade 1 in 70, and it-may, if wished, be made generally Lin 80.
4. Middle Harbour can be opened qp -by steamer in connection.
5. It would form the first 2 miles of a railway to Manly.

The one disadvantage is that of I rnile increased length to Hornsby, which is more.than compensated for by increased 
s.PP6d up easier grade. Distances are measured by time rather than mileage in these days.

Ihe Berry s Bay route is a one-sided line for collecting traffic, and eyen for .that a water route will compete, 
ihe cost, including land, of the line marked red, would be about £350,000; some portions of the route are remarkably 

easy, the only heavy work being haE-a-mile of tunnel between 12 miles and 12 j miles.
* I have, &c.,

T- r. . , — , r i t, ■ AETHUR S. HAMAND.
Io the Chairman and Members of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works.

---------- ^------ B 1.
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Bl.

Description of Line Proposed by A. S. Hamand, Esj.

Jrtjrth Sliora Railway.

Extension ti Milson’s Point.
Sir, Croydon, 14 July, 1890.

I now beg leave to transmit to you herewith, for the information of your Committee, a plan, section, and 
estimate of cost of the route recommended by me for the completion of the North Shore Railway to Milson’s Point; also a 
detailed description of the route, and an estimate of traffie earnings- for the same.

It will be observed that the plan and section show an alternative line making a junction with the southern end of 
St. Leonards’ Station. The mileage to be constructed would be a quarter of a mile less, and the cost reduced by about 
£8,000, and if the Committee see no objection to it I consider it would be the preferable one to adopt, as it utilises the 
existing line. The difference in length of the Middle Harbour route over the Berry’s Bay route will involve an extra pay
ment per journey of -96 of a penny for all passenger traffic from St. Leonards and stations north of that, to or from Milson’a 
Point.

With regard to estimate of cost, in this case as in all previous cases of estimates furnished by me to the Committee, 
I have fortified myself by obtaining an independent estimate from one of the ablest and most experienced contractors 
in the colony, who has for many years been carrying out government and municipal works with credit to himself and his 
employers. I need only add that his estimate has invariably been less than mine, and that I have sent in the larger to 
the Committee.

. I shall be pleased to supply any further information the Committee may desire upon the subject, and
X JicitVo

The Secretary, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works. ARTHUR S. HAMAND,

Description of Houle.

The line would commence at Milson’s Point, near the steamer pier, which the platforms would adjoin. For three 
furlongs from Milson’s Point Station the line would be built chiefly on land now covered with water. In order to avoid 
questions as to water frontage it is proposed to resume the frontage in Lavender Bay from Milson’s Point to where the line 
leaves the Bay to pass into tunnel under Alfred-street. The surplus land so resumed would be available for resale, and 
would be, at any rate so far as the railway is concerned, an asset. A length of 600 feet to be retained, adjoining Milson’s 
Point, would be ample for railway wharf purposes and local traflic.

The line would issue from the tunnel under Alfred-street into the valley at the head of Careening Cove, passing under 
McDougal-street and High-street. Between these two streets would be an embankment, on which would be placed a passenger 
station for the accommodation of the district between Walker-street and Neutral Bay, whichis pretty well covered with 
houses.

The line would thence proceed by tunnel under the eastern end of Whaling-road, and then, emerging, would follow a 
rising contour round the western side of the head of Neutral Bay, crossing two or three minor roads, then passing under 
William-street, and occupying the site of the lower half of Alfred-street until it turns at right angles to the east, which part 
of Alfred-street would be diverted. Bent-street would be slightly diverted, and passed by bridge over the line. From Be'nt- 
street the line pursues the Valley until it enters the tunnel through the ridge. Between Bent-street and the tunnel would be 
a goods and passenger station, which would serve, on the west side of the line, the district lying between Berry-street, Miller- 
street, and Falcon-street, and on the eastern side of the line between Military-road, Shell Cove, and Neutral Bay. These 
districts are fairly well populated.

On the north side of the ridge the line emerges in the valley between G-rasmere-road and Cammcray-rond, with a 
station near Willoughby Falls, on the land now occupied by Chinese market gardens. The station here would be for goods 
and passengers, accommodating the district between Falcon-street, Miller-street, and the south arm of Long Bay. South of 
this station there is already considerable population. It would also be much used for pleasure traflic on Middle Harbour.

Leaving this station the line proceeds by bridge under Cammeray-road; thence skirting the slopes overlooking the 
northern arm of Long Bay, and passes under the northern extremity of Miller-street by a bridge. A station for goods and 
passengers is proposed here, which, adjoining the suspension bridge of the North Sydney Tramway and Investment Company, 
giving access to their land on the north side of Long Bay, and being fed by their private tramway, is destined to soon become 
one of the most important stations on the North Shore Railway.

From Miller-street the line proceeds with easy work to the North Sydney-road, which the railway passes under by a 
bridge. A station is proposed here to accommodate the district around, already partially built on. Within a mile to the 
north on this North Sydney-road is North Willoughby, with its attractive gardens, &c. Some estimate of the value of the 
traflic to North Willoughby may be made from the fact that between Milson’s Point and North Willoughby there is an 
omnibus service—on week days ten times, and on Sundays seven times a day in each direction—which is always well 
patronised.

From the North Sydney-road the line proceeds to join the completed Hornsby and St. Leonards’ Railway, the total 
length of line remaining to be constructed being a little over 4 miles.

No level crossings are proposed, being inadmissible on suburban railways. The sharpest curve is 12 chains radius, and 
the steepest grade 1 in 70. '

Estimate of Cost.

4 miles 25 chains of double line.

. Description. Quantity. Price. Amount.

Excavation— £ s. d.
Soft, 40,000 cub. yds., @ 2s..................................................  4,000 0 0
Rock, 250,000 cub. yds., @ 3s. 9d.......................................... 46,875 0 0

£ £ s. d.

50,875 0 0 
10,000 0 0

3.000 0 0
4.000 0 0 

101,250 0 0
21,552 10 0 
30,000 0 0 

130,000 0 0

Ho. 12 .......

1,125 yds. ... 
4 ml. 25 chn.

90
5,000

350,677 10 0

82,030 0 0

N*B.—Credit land not required for railways, £45,000,
Estimate
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Estimate of Traffie Earnings.
Where traffic does not exist at the time of an estimate being made the most reliable method is to arrive at it by analogy 

with some similar existing line.
The Illawarra Line seems to afford a fair basis for making a calculation of traffic earnings. Between Sydney and 

Hurstville 32 trains run in each direction daily of which number 29 stop at all stations.
On the North Shore Bailway, within five years from its completion, it may safely be assumed that not less than 20 

stopping trains in each direction will be required between Milson’s Point and Gordon (9 miles, via Middle Harbour) and 
between Gordon and Hornsby, 10 trains a day each way.

The Bailway Commissioners’ Beport for June, 1889, gives the average net earnings per passenger train mile over all the 
lines of the colony as being 28'38 pence. The net earnings of suburban trains would, generally speaking, be higher than the 
average, and those of the Sydney-Hurstville section are, probably, at least 31 pence per train mile. The Commissioners can 
supply the actual figure ; but, taking the average as safe, the traffic figures would give :—

Train Miles.
Milson’s Point to Gordon—

9 miles x 40 trains x 340 days..............................................................=122'400
Gordon to Hornsby—

5 miles x 20 trains x 340 days..............................................................= 34'000

15G‘400 train miles per annum.
156'400 train miles x 28'88 pence ..............................................................£18,494 6 0
Goods and minerals, net earnings ............................................................... 5,605 14 0

Total net earnings yearly.............................................. £24,000 0 O
This amount of £24,000 is the net product available for interest after payment of working expenses and may be reason

ably expected to accrue within five years from the completion of the line when the district served has had fair time to develop. 
The capital upon which the £24,000 has to pay interest may be reckoned as follows:— -

Hornsby to St. Leonards, single line .................................................= £180,000 0 0
Do. allow for doubling...................................... = 75,000 0 0

St. Leonards to Milson’s Point .................................. £350,000 0 0
Add for engineering contingencies.............................. 70,000 0 0

. £420,000 0 0 ,
Deduct value of surplus land..................................... 45,000 0 0

----------------- 355,000 0 0
Bolling stock required ............................................................................. 120,000 0 0

Total capital involved............. ................................  £750,000 0 0

Hpon this amount, £24,000 is equal to 3i per cent.

Estimate of Cost of connecting the Bailway at Milson’s Point with Circular Quay by tunnels in the rock on either side 
of the harbour, the length under the water being built in iron tubes bedded in the silt with their line of rails at about
60 feet below water level:—

Cost of tunnels in rook, length 1 mile Go chains .............................. £280,000
Tubular tunnels laid complete, length 27 chains.............................. 270,000

£550,000
This would give for earning power 2 miles of railway, double line, at a cost of £275,000 per mile. '

The above does not include the cost of stations at Dawes’ Point and Circular Quay, which are provided for in the 
general scheme. The cost of these stations would be £35,000.

ARTHUB S. HAMAND.
Sydney, 14th July, 1890.

B2.
. \_To Evidence of A. 8. Hamand, Esq.']

North Shore Railway.
Sir, Croydon, 28 July, 1890,

With reference to the difference in total length of line from Hornsby to Milson’s Point by the two routes via 
Berry’s Bay and vu\ Middle Harbour, I wish to call the attention of the Committee to a point hitherto overlooked.

The Government line commences where the last contract ended, at 10 miles 51 chains. The Middle Harbour route 
begins at 10 miles 38 chains, so that the two routes are respectively 10 miles 51 chains added to 2 miles 60 chains, which is 
equal to 13 miles 31 chains ; and 10 miles 38 chains added to 4 miles 2J chains, which is equal to 14 miles 40J chains, the 
difference between the aggregate length of both routes being 1 mile 9J chains.

Consequently the whole difference of average fare per passenger to and from St. Leonards Station, and other places 
north of that point, will be only two-thirds of a penny. I have, &c.,

ARTHUR S. HAMAND.
The Secretary, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works.

BS*

*

Sir,
North Shore Railway.

I beg leave to reply to Mr. Deane’s letter, read to the Committee last 
Firstly ;********

did examine the correctness of the figures by scale, he is aware that the surface 
the gradient, are all correctly shown. "r •' * *

Croydon, 28 July, 1890.
Thursday'.

* * * If Mr. Deane
line, the gradient line, and the marking of-h * * * *

Secondly : As to platforms, I am in the habit of reckoning the dimensions of platforms by their useful length, and of 
discarding that portion of their length which points, and crossings, and lines to other platforms render useless. "With that 
qualification Mr. Deane will find my statement was not far wrong. The longest platform on the Hornsby-St. Leonards 
line is 300 feet in length ; and in answer to question No. 221, on page 9 of the published report on this matter, Mr. Deane 
states the platform he designs at Milson’s Point to be 300 feet long. Thirdly :

1 Noir.—The asterisks in this letter represent certain eliminated statements of an objectionable character which the Committee do notconsider it right should be published.
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Thirdly : * * * Mr. Deane has * * swelled his estimate of the cost of my line,
and therefore made mine needlessly liberal. * * * * * * - * _ *
he talks vaguely about cost of road approaches, and his doubts as to the accuracy of the section.

* * * * # # # * ' # * * * * #

That I anticipated,
* * Now* * **
# # *
* If the

Committee entertain doubts as to the substantial accuracy of my section and my estimate, I should be glad if they would 
have them checked by some independent, competent engineer.

Fourthly : Mr.'Deane ventures to indulge in another statement as to “the impossible.” * ° * ** $ $ i't » # $ * * - # -3 *• *:< J * * *
# # * # * enclose herewith a plan showing several methods of access from the line proposed by me
to Neutral Bay, and if these are not quite satisfactory I will devise a dozen other different methods.

I have, &c.,
ARTHUR S. HAMAND.

The Secretary, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Wo

B4.*
• North Shore Railway.

' Sir> Croydon, 4 August, 1890.
As I had no opportunity of replying, viva voce, to certain evidence given in this matter I ask leave to do so in 

writing. • ■
Mr. Bullock’s evidence, * * * * * * * was, no doubt, genuine. His engineering

experience being evidently but slender, I will not comment on it. The chief point in his evidence was that the Govern
ment route would accommodate 8,000 persons, and the Middle Harbour route some very small proportion of that number— 
one-fifth, I think. . ..... ,

‘ Taking an average width of £ mile only on each side of the centre line of each route, and omitting in both cases the 
first § mile from Milson s Point—that is to say, taking a length of 2^ miles and miles respectively, and a width on either 
side of 20 chains only, there would be 1,040 acres on the Middle Harbour route against 720 acres on the Government route, 
which areas, when covered with houses, would carry, at 15 to the acre, populations of 15,600 and 10,800 respectively. 
The Government route is so close to the water that for a considerable length the width of 20 chains, or even 10 chains, does 
not exist, so that the comparison is, if anything, unfair to the Middle Harbour route. The Middle Harbour route, also, 
has the Middle Harbour traffic in its favour, as well as the North Sydney Land Company’s tramway or railway to feed it, 
also the North Willoughby traffic. .

In respect of the latter, Mr. Deane made a statement that the traffic could be accommodated by a new station 
situated between St. Leonards and Chatswood Stations, and that it would be nearer to the traffic than a station on the North 
Sydney-road at Chandos-street. The answer to that statement is that any such station would be situated in the 1 in 50 
grade, which is inadmissible, and that, if the station were feasible there, it would be equally distant from the traffic, and 
in a direction further from Sydney. t . . TT .

One other point to be noted in Mr. Bullock’s statement is that, while he decried the land in the Middle Harbour 
route as inferior for building, his estimate of resumption cost was very high—£20,000 above the Government Valuer s 
figures, based on Mr. Foxlee’s inflated quantities. .... .

Mr. Goodchap, as a traffic manager of some experience, gave very disappointing evidence. To propose to continue 
a train service by tramway strikes me as being suicidal. A train of six carriages will seat 360 persons ; a grip car and two 
attendant cars (the maximum number) will accommodate 60 people ; so that six trains of tramcars would be necessary to- 
carry an ordinary train load. The rush for the first dispatch may be imagined. There would he an unequal strain on the 
cable and machinery, resulting in frequent break-downs, which often take three or four hours to repair. The time on the 
journey, if the present rate of travel is maintained, would be 35 minutes, and the fare, at present rates, 5d. This method 
would be well calculated to prevent development on the Hornsby line. However, there is no accounting for the views of 
traffic managers. The Committee will, probably, be surprised to learn how few use the cable tramway, the average number 
per day each way being 1,200, or about 17 per single tram journey, while the number who drive or walk to the boats must 
be about five or six times that number. .

The working expenses of the Sydney tram system are about 91 per cent, of the gross takings ; the working expenses 
of .the cable trams are 80 per cent, of gross takings ; the difference being mainly due to the higher rate of fare charged on 
the North Shore—2d. per mile ; while the railways, providing a service at § of a penny per mile, are worked at 64 per cent, 
of the gross earnings. This is the answer to Mr. Goodchap’s assertion that tramways are worked cheaper than railways.

I now come to Mr. Foxlee’s evidence. # # * * * * * * * 0 ** « « « # « • ft # « «
# * * * ft * ft # ft * It is to be noted that the scale of the plan
and section supplied by me to the Committee is larger than the scale generally used before Parliamentary Committees in 
London, and may, therefore, be considered sufficient for all practical purposes.

ftft*ftftftftftftftftftftft^ftft

The ordinary quantity of excavation for a railway averages from 30,000 cubic yards per mile of soft material 
with flat slopes (which is considered a light line) to 100,000 cube yards, and upwards, per mile for a heavy line. In rock 
with steep slopes, as in this case, the quantities of excavation are respectively much less. In my estimate the quantities 
of excavation are given, and average 83,000 cube yards per mile, exclusive of tunnel work. My section does not, in fact, 
show so great a quantity, but I added an allowance to provide for work which would appear in cross section. That is 
one way of looking at it. Another method is this : My line, except where in tunnel, is not continuously crossing spurs and 
valleys, as on the Government route, but follows the natural contours of the slopes of the hills for three-fourths of its 
length. Being situated on the slopes, a movement of the centre line laterally 10 feet would cause a difference of nearly 
10 feet in the section, making a cutting or embankment 10 feet deeper or shallower, or changing cutting into embank
ment or vice versa as the case may be.

ft ft ft ft ft ft ft e ft ft ft * ft ft ft ft *

Mr. Foxlee’s quantities of excavation show a surplus, after providing for embankment, of half a million cube yards, 
or a surplus of nearly 150,000 cube yards per mile.

f & & # * * & * w & * ft * ft ft * *

* * ft ft ft ft ft * * * #

# ft # ft ft ft ft * ft & ft ft ft $

The

- * Note. -The asterisks in this letter represent certain eliminated statements of an objectionable character which the Committee do not consider
it right should be published.
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, . The comparative time-table of the two routes given by Mr. Foxleo was * * . unfair, as.the taVender Ba'£0atiqtt'
stop was omitted from the Government route. Moreover, the closer stations aro to each other, while it gives more aeoommo- 
datipn to thepublio, it must, of necessity, prolong the journey by the greater number of stops; but, with trains not'stopping' 
at every station, the advantages must remain With the Middle Harbour route.. Mr. Foxlee’s time-table of the .Government 
route differed very widely from that furnished by Mr. Goodch'ap, which was 12 miles an hour, with' 3 minutes added' for 
each station. ■ r

With reference to .Mr. Foxlee’s remarks on the cost of altei ing grade near Chatswood from 1 in 50 to 1 in 70 * *
. * ® * * the alteration of the grade would only be carried out by me at the time the line is

duplicated ; and the Committee must bear in mind that doubling the line to Gordon, if not to Hornsby, is a necessary, 
corollary to the extension from Sfc. Leonards to the harbour, if the suburban traffic is to be worked with punctuality. If 
the 1 in 50 grade up to Chatswood is altered when the line is .being duplicated,, it cannot cost more than £5,000, no matter 
how it is carried out. As I have had for some time past copies of the working plan, section, &e., of the Hornsby-St. 
Leonards line, I have every facility for making an exact estimate of the cost of this alteration.

In respect of the land resumption on the Middle Harbour route, as the Government Valuer’s figures are based on 
quantities of land supplied to him by Mr. Foxlee * . * * * » * * the estimate
for land must be increased correspondingly to an undue extent also. If the Government Valuer obtained his data of require
ments from me, he certainly would give an estimate below mine for land. The Committee have not had complete evidence 
on this point.

Some witnesses have appeared to think that stations on my route at High-street and Bent-street are unnecessary and 
useless. That only shows they take a short-sighted view of the traffic. .The traffic is not .all in the .direction of Sydney. 
It would be as reasonable to omit Eveleigh, Macdonaldtown, and Erskineville on the lines south of Sydney ; yet,those three 
stations earned for the yTear ending June, 1889, from passenger traffic-alone, £8,530. The tramway competes with the rail
way to Eveleigh, Macdonaldtown, Newtown, Marrickville, Stanmore, and Petersham ; and yet .those stations earn from 
passenger traffic per annum £31,208. This goes to prove that, a railway accommodates a. different set of persons, in a .district 
from those served by a tramway, and that both may pay very well when they run side by side, as they almost always do
in London and English provincial cities and towns. , .................. 1 , , _

I was asked by Mr. Lee whether if 1 in 50 grades were used on' the Middle Harbour route the cost would be diminished.. 
After due consideration, I am of opinion that the use of 1 in 50 grades in lieu of 1 in 70 would not reduce the cost'by
£10,000, because the route of any line is selected to fit a 1 in'70 grade. . _. _ ... .__ .... ..

In response to Mr. Dowel’s request that I would furnish an estimate of the comparative cost of working the different 
routes, I have much pleasure in giving it below.

North Shore Railway.

ut

Estimate of gross earnings and working expenses, Milson’s Point to Hornsby, via Middle Harbour :
Maximum grade, Milson’s Point to Gordon.............................. 1 in 70

,, Gordon to Hornsby ...................................... 1 in 50
Gross receipts—

Passenger trains with 360 seats— .
Milson’s Point to Gordon— £

9 miles x 40 trains x 340 day's x 80 pence per train mile = ............................................. 40,800
Goods, &c., traffic over 9 miles.................................................................................................. 11,750

£

52,550
Deduct working expenses—62 per cent......................................................................  32,581

Gordon to Hornsby— .
Smiles x 20 trains x 340 days x 80 pence per train mile ................................................. 11,333'
Goods, &c., traffic over 5 miles................................................................................................... 3,600

14,933
Deduct working expenses—73 per cent......................................................................  10,900

--------  4,033

Total net earnings via Middle Harbour £24,002'

Estimate of gross earnings and working expenses, Milson’s Point to Hornsby, via Government route : 
Maximum grade, Milson’s Point to Hornsby .......................... 1 in 50

Gross receipts—
Passenger trains with 240 seats—

Milson’s Point to Gordon— £ £
8 miles x 60 trains x 340 days x 53'3 pence per train mile = .........................................  36,267
Goods, &c., traffic over 8 miles...................................................................................................  10,445

46,712
- Deduct working expenses—73 per cent............................................. ........................ 34,100

Gordon to Hornsby— .
Add net earnings as in Middle Harbour route ........................................................................ 4,053

Total net earnings via Government route ......................................................... 16,645

Net returns by Middle Harbour route ........................................................................................... 24,002.
,, Government I'oute ...................................................................................................  16,645

Difference in favour of Middle Harbour route ........................................................................  £7,357
- £7,357 per annum is equal to capital value, at 3J per cent., of £210,189.
. Tile capital involved in the Middle Harbour route would be £750,000, in which £24,002 net-earnings are equal’to' 

3-2 or 3J per cent. . ... . -
The capital involved in the Government route would be £650,000, on which £16,645 net earnidgs are equal to 2-56, or 

rather over 2J per cent. ’ . .
Although I have, for purposes of comparison of working cost, assumed the earnings of both lines'to be the same per 

'.m.j Pe-1 ^um> I am of opinion, having regard to the difference between the districts served, that' the earnings from the* 
Middle Harbour route will always be 50 per cent, greater than from the Government route. . . _

.1 have shown the difference in net earnings by the two routes, mainly owing to the difference in grades, to be £7,357 
per annum. That difference will vary with the number of trains run. If the.same number run as on the Illawarra Line, 
then the difference will be increased to £11,035 per annum, or, capitalized, £315j 283. , ,
. . 44le first 2 miles can be utilized as part of the route to Manly, and the Manly Line can easily diverge .with1 a
junction well clear of the north end of the tunnel. I never proposed to junction in the tunnel. It is complete misrepre
sentation to say I proposed it by referring to a small scale sketch plan. I have never said it is the only route. I say it is - 
in my judgment the best available. .

' 4 have considered the possibility of reducing the grades north of Gordon. From.Gordpn northwards the line rises-
continuously with 1 in 50 and 1 in 60 grades for If miles, Pymble Station being situated on the grade, and in.the middle of- 
it; consequently it would be expensive and difficult to reduce the grades, and as the traffie between Gordon and Hornsby.

will
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will probably never be so heavy as on the bn© south of Gordon, I do not feel sure that the alteration would be worth the 
outlay, although it is evident the line might originally have been located so as to avoid the severe grades without costing a 
penny more than it has done. • .

In conclusion, I feel sure that if the Committee reject the very serpentine Government route, the Public Works 
Department will then be able by following my route to put before the Committee plans, sections, and estimates, which will 
show the Middle Harbour route to be better and cheaper than I have exhibited it to be. It rests with thegCommittee to 
make a stand against having any more lines with severe grades thrust upon them and the colony.

I have, &c.,
- ARTHUR S. HAM AND.

The Secretary, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works.

a
. [To Evidence of II. Deane, Esq[.~]

Mr. A. S. Hamand’s Proposal.
• Department of Public Works, Railway Construction Branch, Engineer-in-Chief5s Office,

Sir, Sydney, 24 July, 1890.
■ . I have the-honor to request that you will kindly direct the attention of the Committee to the fact that

Mr. Hamand’s section, although presumably giving a grade of 1 in 70, does not in reality do so, as the levels and distances 
given by him between his Bent-street and Willoughby Falls’ Stations gives only a grade of 1 in 56£.

With regard to Mr. Hamand’s statement that 300 feet is the longest platform in use on the New South Wales 
railways, I should mention that there are many longer than that; and at the Redfern terminus the platforms vary from 
400 feet to 630 feet, with the exception of one platform, 305 feet, which is very little used. ^

In reference to my estimate for the works on Mr. Hamand’s line, I pointed out the fact that it is calculated from 
data supplied by his section, about the accuracy of which I had considerable doubt. If the true section were taken it 
would certainly be found that the earthworks would be increased to a considerable extent, and there would be a very 
large item to add for the cost of the road approaches, as I mentioned in my evidence.

In conclusion, I should like to reiterate my statement that it will be impossible to get down from his line so as to 
utilise properly the frontage of Neutral Bay«-_ I have, &c.,

H. DEANE,
The Secretary, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works. Acting Engineer-in-Chief.

D.
The Lavender Bay Proposal.
Department of Public Works, Railway Branch, Engineer-in-Chief’s Office, 

Sydney, 9 August, 1890.
Minute-paper.

• Subject:—“ Extension to Milson’s Point.”
I have the honor to call attention to the report of the proceedings of the Public Works Committee in yesterday’s Sydney 
Morning Herald, page 3, wherein the scheme for stopping short of the Point is attributed to me, and, consequently, appears 
to have some of the weight of a Departmental proposal. .

I thought I had sufficiently explained that the plan for stopping near the head of the Bay was only submitted by 
me with a view to meet a suggestion already made by some of the members of the Committee to stop at the head of 
Lavender Bay, but that, notwithstanding that suggestion, I urged strongly the desirability of carrying the railway down to 
the Point; and it was shown in my evidence not only that Milson’s Point was the most favourable terminus, in that it gave 
the shortest distance for the ferry, but that the steamers now running would serve the traffic for some time to come, while, 
if the station were further up the Bay, a new landing-place would be necessary, as the Lavender Bay jetty would not serve, 
and, consequently, special arrangements would have to be made with the Steam Ferry Company, who, at first, would 
probably require a subsidy.

H. DEANE,
The Under Secretary for Works. Acting Engineer-in-Chief.

Submitted.—J.B., 12/8/90. Forward to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works.—B.S., 12/8/90.
Secretary to the Committee.—J.B., 12/8/90.

E.
\_To Evidence of John Duff, Esq.]

Report of the Inspector of Forests upon the Timber Trees indigenous in the open and brush forests of the districts between 
Gosford and Newcastle, county of Northumberland, which timbers are growing in close proximity to the Great Northern 
Railway line, and with which an increasing trade may be expected to be maintained in future with Sydney, Singleton, 
Newcastle, Maitland, and other markets.

The above-named districts have always been noted for the large quantity and good quality of their timbers, and although 
a depression in the timber trade in these districts has existed for several years, this depression has been general throughout 
the colony, and the trade may be expected to increase in proportion to the revival in trade generally.

The districts referred to are better adapted naturally for the growth of timber than for most other purposes, the 
country generally being of an undulating and mountainous character, with usually only small areas of good level and sloping 
land suitable for agricultural, pastoral, and horticultural pursuits intervening; and as the districts referred to have been proved to 
be admirably adapted for the cultivation of fruit-trees, it is confidently expected that orchard culture will in future form 
another of their leading industries. ...

One of the causes of the recent depression in the timber trade may be partly attributed to the increased importation of 
cheap American softwoods, which, being more cheaply and easily wrought than our hardwoods, have therefore superseded 
them to a large extent, but for all purposes wherein strength and durability are required our hardwoods cannot be excelled, and 
rarely equalled, by any American timbers, so that the trade in the latter may only be expected to be continued for indoor and 
less substantial building purposes. #

Some of the timber-getters complain that the high price charged for freight upon the Northern Railways precludes 
them from earning a comfortable living at cutting and forwarding timber to Sydney and other markets, and as the best of the 
timber in the most easily accessible parts of the forest reserves and Crown Lands, and in closest proximity to main and other 
roads, navigation, and railways, has already been cut, the timber cut for some time to come would chiefly be for fuel, fencing, 
and railway sleepers, &c., and for which purposes there is an abundant supply of timber to last for many years close to the 
railway line, so that if the freight be excessive it would be desirable, in the interests of the trade and revenue, that it be 
reduced. , .

Another matter worthy of considering in connection with the timber trade of the districts referred to, is that^ the dis
tance from Newcastle and Gosford to Sydney, between the two former of which towns the best timber is growing, being much 
shorter (from 50 to 100 miles) than from Marulan, South Creek, and other places from which fuel is carried by rail to 
Sydney, if moderate freights are charged on the timber from the Northern districts, it would have the effect of creating a 
large trade for fuel, &c., and of reducing the cost thereof, which would probably ultimately lessen the demand for fuel, &c., 
from other more (Ustant localities. The



Tho leading useful timbers in the Northern districts are gray gum, blue gum, and turpentine, which grow most 
rapidly and abundantly in the inch moist brush forests; but the prevailing hardwoods in greatest quantity and most used in 
these districts are blaekbutt and spotted gum, which inhabit the open forests.

Ironbarks, the strongest, most useful, and durable hardwoods, grow chiefly on the open forest ridges, and are now 
becoming scarce in these districts.

The largest, best, and most abundant supply of hardwoods obtainable in the Northern districts grow in the vicinity of 
Wyong, Wyee, and Cooranbong, from which localities the haulage of the timber to the railway stations, would range from 
about 2 to 7 miles.

The formation cf a 21-acre plantation of timber trees at Wyong, during the present winter and ensuing spring, has been 
authorized, which area will contain about 29,000 trees, and it is proposed to continue the planting of red cedar and other 
timber trees annually on the Olney and other forest reserves on an extensive scale.

A plantation of over 3,000 trees was made two years ago on Hogan’s Brush forest reserve, near Gosford, and the 
State Forest Nursery at Gosford will annually increase in .usefulness and importance, where millions of young timber trees 
will be propagated yearly for planting in the forest reserves throughout the colony. It is also proposed to destroy the useless 
trees, saplings, and scrub on the forest reserves generally, so as to permit and facilitate the maturation of the useful trees 
and saplings left growing, and the germination or natural reproduction of useful species of timber trees.

The proposed railway line between Crow’s Nest and Hornsby does not pass through any forest reserves, but is 
contiguous to many reserves which do not come under the Department to which I am attached. Some of these reserves con
tain timber of excellent quality, which will ultimately be greatly utilized by the residents on the north side of Port Jackson 
should this line be constructed to deep water or Milson’s Point.

Timber being brought down the line as at present constructed would he very expensive, owing to the long distance it 
would require to be carted. Much valuable timber along the proposed line of railway is owned by private individuals. A 
glance at the map of the county of Cumberland will show the reserves near the proposed railway line.

Appended are lists of the Forest Reserves, with names, numbers, and areas of same in the district situated between 
Gosford and Newcastle ; also of the hardwood and softwood timbers growing npon said reserves; and of revenue received 
for royalty and license fees for timber cut upon these reserves from the year 1883 up to 1889.

JOHN DUFF,
Inspector of Forests.

Forest Conservancy Branch, Colonial Secretary’s Department, Sydney, 8/7/90.
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Names, Numbers, and Areas of Forest Reserves situated between Gosford and Newcastle, county of Northumberland.
' ~ Area.

F. R. No. 63. Hogan’s Brush................ 990 acres
,, ,, 128. Eglinton and Narara .......... 1,280 ,,
,, ,, 143. Extension.................... 2,030 ,,
,, ,, 69. Mulbring and Teralba ........ 6,400 ,,
,, ,, 129. Ourimbah .................... 6,560 ,,
,, ,, 70. Olney State Forest i............ 33,186 ,,
,, ,, 46. Coroboree and Congewai ... 16,000 ,,
„ ,, 216. No name .................... 9,700 „
,, „ 217. „   3,000 „

F. R.
,,
,,

,,

Area.
No. 207a. No name..................... 66 acres

OVA, „ ..
124........................

.................

................. 4.160
1

136........................ ................. 440
5,310. „ .. ................. 970
5,873. „ .. ................. 40
6,720. „ .. ................. 20 • fl

if 9,242. „ .. ................. 700 tf

Total 88,374j acres
Note.—The total area of Forest Reserves in the county of Northumberland, including State Forest Nursery, Gosford, 

but exclusive of Water, Mining, Camping, Travelling Stock, or other Reserves or Crown Lands, is 88,439! acres.

Hardwood Timber Trees growing between Gosford and Newcastle, in county of Northumberland.
Blue Gum (Eucalyptus botryoides)
Grey Gum (Eucalyptus saligna)
Forest Mahogany (Eucalyptus resinifera) 
Swamp Mahogany (Eucalyptus robusta) 
Spotted Gum (Eucalyptus maculata)
Red Ironbark (Eucalyptus leucoxylon) 
White Ironbark (Eucalyptus crebra) 
Messmate (Eucalyptus amygdalina) 
Tallowwood (Eucalyptus microcorys) 
Blaekbutt (Eucalyptus pilularis) 
Stringybark (Eucalyptus obliqua) 
Bloodwood (Eucalyptus corymbosa)

Peppermint (Eucalyptus piperita)
Woolly butt (Eucalyptus longifolia)
Mountain Ash (Eucalyptus virgata) 
Prickly-leaved Tea-tree (Melaleuca styphelioides) 
White or Broad-leaved Tea-tree (Melaleuca 

leueadeudron) .
Turpentine (Syncarpia laurifolia)
Red Gum or Apple-tree (Angophora intermedia) 
Forest Oak (Casuarina torulosa)
Swamp Oak (Casuarina stricta)
Tea-tree (Callistemon salignus).

Softwood Timber Trees growing between Gosford and Newcastle, in the county of Northumberland.
Sassafras (Doryphora sassafras) 
Coaehwood (Ceratopetalum apetalum) 
Red Cedar (Cedrela Toona)
White Cedar (Melia composita)
Black Apple (Achras australis)
Grey Plum (Cargillia pentamera) 
Maiden’s Blush (Sloanea austrajis) 
Black Wattle (Callicoma serratifolia) 
Wattle (Acacia lunata)
Wattle (Acacia elata)

-Green Wattle (Acaeia deeurrens) 
Black Wattle (Acacia binervata) 
Hymenosporum flavum 
Scrub Myrtle (Backhousia myrtifolia) 
Fig-tree (Ficus rubiginosa)
Fig-tree (Ficus aspera)
Water Gum (Tristania laurina)

Elm, Rough Fig (Trema aspera)
Lilly Filly (Eugenia Smithii)
Brush Cherry (Troehocarpa laurina) 
Brush Cherry (Eugenia myrtifolia) 
Beefwood (Stenoearpus salignus)
Black Ash (Cupania semiglauca) 
Blackeye (Rhodamnia trinervia)
Blue Ash (Elceodendron australe) 
Tea-tree (Fabricia loevigata)
Brush Bloodwood (Balogbia lucida) 
Colonial Deal (Podocarpus spinulosa) 
Corkwood (Duboisia myoporoides) 
Rosewood (Synoum glandulosum) 
Featherwood (Polyosma Cunninghamii) 
Flindosa (Cryptocarya obovata) 
Nettle-tree (Laportea gigas).

Total Amount of Revenue for Timber Reserves in the county of Northumberland for Royalty and License Fees.

During year 1883
„ „ 1884
,, ,, 1885
„ „ 1886
„ „ 1887
„ „ 1888
,, ,, 1889

£ s. d. 
22 15 0 
69 1 6 
62 14 3 

3 3 3

23 14 9 
81 4 9

£267 13 6
Wollombi—>
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Wollombi—Crown Lands and Class A Timber Reserves.
£ s. d.

During year 1883 .................. 14 0 0
„ „ 1884   7 10 0
,, „ 1885   2 15 0
,, „ 1886   0 5 0
„ „ 1SS7   3 5 0
,, „ 1888 ..................... 1 0 0
„ „ 1889   9 10 0

£38 5 0

Newcastle—Crown Lands and Class A Timber Reserves.
£ s. d.
10 0 0 
5 10 0 
3 0 0 
9 5 0 
8 10 0 

11 15 0 
44 10 0

£92 10 0
Total Amount Revenue received

- Gosford—Crown Lands and Class A Timber Reserves.
£ 8. d.

' During year 1883 ..'............... 82 10 0
1884 .................. 66 10 0
1885 .................. 60 0 0
1886 0
1887 .................. 30 15 0
1888 .................. ’ 43 0 0

5 J } > 1889 .................. 42 10 0

£377 0 0

Cooranbong—Crown Lands and Class A Timber Reserves.
£ s. d.

During year 1883 ............... 74 10 0
1884 ............... 118 10 0
1885 .................. 84 10 0
1886 .................. 91 10 0
1887 .................. 73 0 0
1888 .................. 88 0 0

>} )t 1889 .................. 171 15 0

£701 15 0
£1,477 3 6

During year 1883 
„ „ 1884
„ ,, 1885
„ ,, 1886
„ „ 1887
„ „ 1888
„ „ 1889

F.
Cost op CoNSTitucTixo Subttrban Railways.

Sir,
Government Railways of,New South Wales, Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 30 July, 1890.

. As requested in your letter of the 17th instant, I have the honor to inform you that the original cost of con
structing the several suburban railway lines is as shown below, viz. :—

. . £ s. d.
Sydney to Parramatta, 13J miles .................................................................. 566,716 8 8
Sydney to Hurstville, 9 miles ....................................................................... 135,000 0 0
Strathfield to Hornsby, 14 miles •.........•....................................................... 297,288 0 0
Hornsby to St. Leonards,. 10J miles.............................................     203,352 0 0

■ I am desired to point out that since the opening of the above lines the original and subsequent cost has been kept 
in sections, of which those referred to (except Hornsby to St. Leonards) only form a part. • ■

■' • • ■ ■ Ihave, &c.,
• • H. M‘LACHLAN,

The Secretary, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works. • . Secretary.

G.
[7b Evidence bfC. C. Bulloch, Esqi] ' ' ’

Area or Lavender Bay.
Sir, . 130, Pitt-street, Sydney, 30 July, 1890.

In accordance with arrangement, I forward the following information in connection with the extension of the 
North Shore Railway to Milson’s Point. It has been stated by several witnesses that the area of Circular Quay is greater 
than the area of Lavender Bay, yet the fact is that the former contains only 63 acres, as against 70 acres contained by the 
latter. Moreover, the area of Darling Harbour on the southern side of the Pyrmont Bridge is only 40 acres. The width 
of Lavender Bay ranges from'820 feet at its head, 1,100 feet opposite M‘Mahon’s Point, to 2,500 feet between Blue’s and 
Milson’s Points. The width of Circular Quay is 910 feet, from and south of the Orient Company’s wharf, while the 
distance is 2,200 feet between Dawes Point and Fort Macquarie. The length of the wharfage that can be provided on 
the Government scheme in Lavender Bay is 2,360 feet, as against 2,700 feet on the western side of Darling Harbour. 
The area of the Darling Harbour terminus comprises 27 acres, while the area that could be readily obtained in Lavender 
Bay would be 12 acres. It has further been stated that the fairway between Milson’s Point and Dawes Point is the 
narrowest in the harbour, yet, although more traffic passes through the fairway between Miller’s Point and Balmain than 
through any other fairway, the former is 1,480 feet in width, as against 1,220 feet.for the latter. And with regard to the 
depth of water in the various bays. The depth in Lavender Bay at low spring tides ranges from 20 feet at its head, 
46 feet off M‘Mah6n’s Point, to 50 feet between Blue’s and Milson’s Points. In Circular Quay the measurements are— 
20 feet at its head, 40 feet off the Orient Company’s wharf, and 50 feet between Dawes Point aiid Fort Macquarie. In 
Darling Harbour the minimum depth is 12 feet, and its maximum depth 21 feet.

These figures prove that Lavender Bay is more capacious than Circular Quay or Darling Harbour above Pyrmont 
Bridge; that its depth of water is equal to, if not greater than, that of Circular Quay, while it is’ considerably greater 
than that of Darling Harbour; and that the Milson’s Point fairway is not the narrowest in the harbour. .

I would further point out that to connect Mr. Hamand’s scheme, from th,e station in Neutral Bay valley with the 
high-level bridge at M‘Mahon’s Point, by the least expensive route, would cost, approximately, £170,000. .To connect the 
Government amended scheme with the bridge would cost about £70,000. That by making a junction at 12 miles 
25 chains from Hornsby, on the Government amended route, and by shunting back, a branch line to Ball’s Head could 
be constructed, on the ruling grade of T in 50, at a cost of about £40,000. Its length would be about 5,000 feet, and it 
would provide about 2,500 feet of shipping accommodation for coal.

There is one matter I would not have alluded to, but that other witnesses have been questioned regarding it. 
They have been'asked, “Would you put your money into such a railway? ” I am now authorized to state that within 
an hour of the acceptance of the offer a marked cheque for £1,000 will be handed in to bind a further deposit of £10,000, 
as a guarantee of the purchase of the completed Government line for £450,000. This is a genuine offer.

I have, &c., .
To the Vice-Chairman, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works. C. C. BULLOCK.

. Gl.
' Re North Shore Railway. ■

Sir, Sydney Chambers, 130 Pitt-street, Sydney, 7 August, 1890.
In my evidence on the 29th ultimoj I stated, in reply to Mr. Garrard, that there was a difference in grade 

between Wyong and Newcastle, meaning thereby that a 1 in 40 grade did hot exist. I find",' however, that there are nearly 
6 miles of 1 in 40 grade between those places, and consequently if coal were found- at Wyong it is fairly reasonable to 
suppose that it would find its way to'North Shore, either for local consumption dr for exportation.

I have, &c.,
The.Vice-President, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works. O. G, BULLOCK.
~ .— s.
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H.
Land Required from the Berry Estate for the proposed Railway.

Sir, ' Department of Public Works, Sydney 6 August, 1890.
With reference to the question of the land required from your estate for the purposes of the North Shore 

Railway Extension, I am desired by Mr. Secretary Bruce Smith to ask whether you are prepared, in the general public 
interest, to give free of cost to the Government such land as may be required, as you have already done in the case of the 
Kiama-Nowra Railway. I have, &c.,

J. BARLING,
John Hay, Esq., Crow’s Nest, North Shore. Under Secretary.

Sir, Crow’s Nest, North Shore, 7 August, 1890.
In reply to your letter of the 16th instant, re lands required from the estate for the purposes of the North Shore 

Railway Extension, I have, with the concurrence of my co-executor. Dr. Norton, agreed, “ in the general public interest, 
to give free of cost to the Government such land as may be required,” assuming that the “ Pearce’s Corner to Milson’s 
Point” route is decided upon, and that the area of land so required—in addition to that already occupied—will be about 
20 acres, and that the railway be constructed within two years.

This offer is made on the understanding that it will be accepted by Mr. Secretary Bruce Smith as in no way 
influencing the Committee in the direction or construction of the line.

I have, &c.,
The Under Secretary for Public Works -------- JOHN HAY.

Seen.—B.S., 7/8/90. By direction of Mr. Secretary Bruce Smith, I forward this letter for the information of the
Public Works Committee.—J. Barling, 7/8/90.

After the receipt of the above letter, Mr. Hay was asked in another letter from the Under Secretary for Public Works 
whether the offer to give the laud required from the Berry Estate for the railway free of charge to the Government would 
hold good if the Committee approved of the extension of the line to Lavender Bay, and not to Milson’s Point, and the 
following letter was received from Mr. Hay, in reply :—

My dear Mr. Barling, Crow’s Nest, North Shore, 12 August, 1890.
I have your letter of the 11th instant, and in reply thereto I see no reason to deviate in any way from the offer 

embodied in my letter to the Under Secretary of the 7th instant.
Yours, &c.,

J. Barling, Esq., Under Secretary for Works. JOHN HAY,

Submitted.—J.B., 12/8/90. Forward to Public Works Committee.—B.S., B.C., 12/8/90. Secretary to the
Committee.—J.B., 12/8/90.

[Eight diagrams.]
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

RAILWAY TO CONNECT THE NORTH SHORE RAILWAY WITH PORT 
• JACKSON, AT MILSON’S POINT.

FIRST REPORT.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, appointed during 
the last Session of Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 1888, 51 Yic. 
No. 37, and the Public Works Act Amendment Act of 1889, 52 Yic. No. 26, to 
u hom u as refened the duty of considering and reporting upon “ the expediency 
of constructing a line of railway to connect the North Shore Railway with the 
deep waters of Port Jackson at Milson’s Point,” have, after due inquiry, resolved 
that it is not expedient the railway should he constructed ; and, in accordance 
with the provision of sub-section IV, of clause 13, of the Public Works Act, 
report their resolution to the Legislative Assemblv :_■

+i v 1'+1T 16 ProPoscd railway represents an extension of 2 miles and 21 chains of iWptionof 
tJhe line, the construction of which is almost completed from Pearce’s Corner, at !in£!po,ed 
Hornsby, to St. Leonards, commencing at the present terminal point of the Pearce’s 
Corner Railway, at Gore Hill, or Crow’s Nest, and ending at Milson’s Point In 
other words it is a continuation of the Pearce’s Corner Railway, with the ohiect of 
connecting that line with the deep waters of Port Jackson. Short as the lenslh of 
.he exmnsion is, the work of constructing it would be very costly. Some portions 
ol the route would be traversed on the level, hut others would require somewhat 
i^PC;"tdinS® and dlffiLcult tunnelling, and the estimated cost of the extension is 
±,262,000. Starting from the point at Gore Hill, or Crow’s Nest, to which the 

earce s Corner Railway has been brought, the line would pass under what-mi i , t. •'n -------- wuivLu. uciss uuuer wnai isknown as Edwards Road, then cross Bay Road and Carr-street on the level, and 
passing thence under Union-street, sweep round to the left, and, by means of a 
tunne! 430 yards in length, cross to the head of Lavender Bav, the eastern shore of 
which it would skirt, until it terminated at Milson’s Point. The extension as 

];.ePrf1sents \ dou}jle linc> and the estimated cost, £262,000, is made up of 
£127,000 for the construction of the railway, and £135,000 as the cost of land and 
compensation. This estimate is, to a certain extent, modified in a memorandum by 
the Acting Engineer-m-Chief for Railways, which will he found in the Appendix, 
and which will be alluded to again further on, but the amount stated may be con
sidered as that representing the estimated cost placed before the Committee when 
the proposed work was referred to them by the Legislative Assembly, and, as that, 
which m the end, would probably he found to be correct. It will be noticed in a 
report upon the proposed line by the Railway Commissioners that the estimated cost 
ot its construction, exclusive of land and compensation, is set down at £106,000 
but tins it is explained, refers to the cost of a single line. Since this report was 
written it has been considered desirable to substitute a double line, and this increases
2iC07 Annia Cr/jf - COst °f «onstniotl0]^ exclusive of land and compensation, to 

" ? * must increase also tlie amounts given in the Railway Commissioners’
report to represent the annual cost in the shape of interest on capital and the expense 
ot working the line when in operation. 1
i , 2‘ dwo r01-des dave ad times been advocated in opposition to the proposed line, Aitci-natiTe
but they have not been recommended by any witness before the Committee One of or 
these is a line with a terminus at Blue’s Point, and the other a line terminating at™1 eS' 
Cremorne. Only one of these alternative routes enters in a direct form into the

consideration
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consideration which the Committee have given the question before them. Though no 
person has come before the Committee to advocate the construction of either a line 
to Blue’s Point or one to Cremorne, it has been necessary for the Committee to regard 
each of these suggested lines as a subject for consideration in relation to the question 
generally of extending the North Shore Bailway to the deep waters of Port Jackson, 
and in that way the suggested extension to Blue’s Point becomes a matter of some 
importance.

3. The object of the proposed extension to Milson’s Point is principally to 
open up a new residential suburb between Pearce’s Corner and Crow’s Nest; Pearce’s 
Corner being the starting point at Hornsby of the already constructed North Shore 
Bailway, and Crow’s Nest its present terminus. This object, which will be found 
distinctly stated throughout the evidence given by the witnesses examined before 
the Committee,- it is important to bear in mind. There is no idea of meeting by 
the proposed extension any requirements of the population around Milson’s Point, 
or of those to the eastward of the route of the proposed railway, or of the 
people between Milson’s Point and the present terminus of the North Shore 
tramway, near the St. Leonards Beserve ; though the great majority of the popula
tion of North Shore live in those localities. It is admitted that the tramway 
supplies the wants of a considerable number of the present population of North 
Shore. But, it is urged, the railway extension is required to enable people to settle 
upon the land beyond the present tramway terminus, and between Gore Hill, or 
Crow’s Nest, and Hornsby, where there is an area of country so suitable for resi
dence that the line will, in all probability, become in a few years a suburban 
railway, with as large a passenger traffic, and as profitably worked, as the suburban 
line to Hurstville, and to places between Hurstville and Sydney. The land, which 
it is said would be taken up, and upon which residences would be erected, is high, 
commanding in places attractive views, with a cool, health-giving temperature, and 
possessing on the whole satisfactory facilities for drainage. A more desirable locality 
for suburban residence could not, it is stated, be found anywhere within easy distance 
of Sydney. The construction of a little more than 2 miles of an extension of the 
railway now at Crow’s Nest, at a cost of over a quarter of a million of money, so that 
persons deciding to take up their residence along this suburban line might enter 
a train at Milson’s Point, instead of a tram car, and travel uninterruptedly to their 
homes, would, it is maintained, bring into existence a suburb equal in extent and 
population to any along the suburban railways on the Sydney side of Port Jackson.

4. Some witnesses have spoken of coal, bricks, and general merchandise being 
sent along the railway, but the idea that there would be anything of the kind, in 
any appreciable quantity, is at least very uncertain. The responsible officials of the 
Public Works Department do not expect it. One of the reasons for the proposal to 
extend the railway to Milson’s Point, instead of to Blue’s Point, or to Cremorne, is 
the probability of there being little or no heavy goods traffic : and the goods traffic 
which some of the witnesses examined anticipate is, as will be explained, exceedingly 
doubtful.

5. As for through passenger traffic, there is nothing at all to show conclusively, 
that, unless in the case of passengers resident at North Shore, anyone coming from 
places north of Hornsby will travel southwards by the North Shore Bail way, and it 
appears just as improbable that anyone going to places north of Hornsby, unless a 
resident of North Shore, will start from Milson’s Point rather than from Bedfern.

6. Begarded, then, as a short and very costly extension in connection with a 
suburban passenger line the proposed railway has to be dealt with, and in that light 
it is now necessary to consider it, in order to judge whether it ought or ought not to 
be constructed.

7. In the consideration of this proposed public work the Committee have 
endeavoured to obtain evidence from all sides, and all persons who, previous to the 
closing of the evidence, expressed a desire to be examined, and came forward in 
pursuance of that desire, have been heard. Purthermore, a visit has been made to 
North Shore by the Committee, and the route of the proposed railway, and that 
which would be taken by the tram line (if instead of the proposed railway extension 
being constructed the cable tramway were continued from its present terminus near 
the St. Leonards Beserve to Gore Hill, this possible continuation of the tramway 
being a matter incidental to the general inquiry) have been carefully inspected.

6

8.
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8. Twenty-two witnesses have given evidence before the Committee, the The witnesses 
number consisting principally of residents of North Shore directly interested in the examinetl- 
construction of the proposed line, and it will be well to state briefly what that 
evidence is, so that the nature of the testimony put forward may be understood, and 
afterwards its value fairly estimated. No person has attended to give evidence in
direct opposition to the line, hut this may be attributed to two circumstances,—one, 
that the proposed railway would not, as will he shown in another part of this report, 
serve the bulk of the present population of North Shore, who are consequently not 
particularly interested in it; and the other, that though the line would not meet any 
requirements on the part of these people, it would he to the general advantage of 
the district to have the money which the railway would cost spent there, and conse
quently, it would be impolitic for any resident of the suburb, unless he favoured 
some rival route, to come forward and oppose the proposal.

9. The departmental witnesses, or those who attended before the Committee Nature of the 
on behalf of the Department of Public Works, were Mr. Joseph Barling, Under theCesiT*n 
Secretary for Public Works, and Mr. Henry Deane, Acting Engineer-in-Chief for departmental 
Railways. The former made a statement in which appeared the following points :— Wltnes3es-

(1) £173,221 16s. has been expended to date on 10 miles 51 chains of the 
North Shore Railway from Hornsby to Gore Hill, and that expenditure 
by the time the works on this length of railway are completed will 
probably have increased to £180,000.

(2) Unless the proposed extension to Milson’s Point be carried out, this 
large amount of money—£180,000—will lie absolutely idle.

(3) The object of the proposed extension is not to serve the population- 
settled around Milson’s and other Points, but to open up a new suburb 
between Pearce’s Corner and Gore Hill.

(J) It is not at all likely that persons living in the vicinity of the harbour 
will use the railway.

(5) There is no probability of any coal or heavy goods traffic on the line 
beyond what is required for local consumption, and the cost of con
veying coal from Newcastle or its district by rail would be so much in 
excess of the rate at which it can be conveyed by water, that it is not 
likely it will ever pay to bring coal to Sydney harbour from the north

' by rail, and therefore it would be most unwise to expend money in 
making wharves for the shipment of coal which will never arrive.

(6) There is not room at Milson’s Point to make wharves, the harbour 
there being so narrow that wharves would be an obstruction to navi
gation, and, in any case, goods or coal and passenger traffic must be 
separated, so that the value of Milson’s Point for the shipment of coal 
need not be considered.

(7) If the North Shore Railway stopped where it is now, at Crow’s Nest, 
and the communication between that terminus and Milson’s Point 
were by tram, the change from train to tram, and from tram to steamer, 
would be fatal to the residential value of the district.

(8) Ten or twelve miles of travelling would be saved passengers from the 
north if they came to Sydney by way of Milson’s Point, instead of by 
way of Strathfield.

. 10. The principal features of the evidence given by the Acting Engineer-in- Evidence
Chief for Railways may be summarized as follows :—■ given by the

* Acting

(1) When the North Shore Railway was originally planned, the passenger chief for 
traffic was to have its terminus at Crow’s Nest, where it is at the :Railwaye- 
present time, and there was to be a branch line to Ball’s Head for 
goods traffic, as it was anticipated coal would be conveyed along the 
railway in considerable quantities for shipment.

(2) The idea of having a passenger terminus at Milson’s Point, or, in other 
words, a water terminus for passengers, is a Ministerial afterthought.

' (3)
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(3) If coal Ayere brought by the North Shore Hail way to the harbour, Ball’s 
Head Avould be the most suitable place to which to bring it.

(4) The cost of extending the tramway from its present terminus, near the 
St. Leonards Beserve, to the terminus of the railway at Crow’s Nest, 
Avould be something under £30,000, and the length of this extension 
of the tramway Avould be about 17]; mile.

(5) Tiie height of the hill upon Avbich the Government Observatory stands, 
on the Sydney side of the harbour, is about level with that of the 
locality of the present terminus of the North Shore Bailway.

8

Synopsis of 
the evidence 
of other 
■witnesses*

11. Beferring now to the evidence given by the other witnesses examined 
before the Committee, it will be seen that the chief grounds upon Avhich Avitnesses 
directly interested in North Shore, and in the construction of the proposed line, advo
cate the proposed extension of the railway to Milson’s Point, are the following :—-

(1) The land Avhich Avould be served by the proposed railway extension 
and the North Shore Bail way is'elevated and salubrious, and, with the 
access from Sydney provided by this extension, Avould attract a large 
population.

(2) The population would increase to an extent equal, if not greater, than 
has been the case along the suburban portion of the IllaAvarra Bail way, 
and along the railways serving the western suburbs.

(3) A not inconsiderable area of CroAvn land, partly the residue of past 
Crown land sales, lies Avithin a conwenient distance of the North Shore 
Bail way, and, with the proposed railway facilities, would probably 
find purchasers at a largely increased value.

(4) A through passenger traffic between Sydney and Newcastle would 
come into existence by this route. .

(5) With the raihvay to Milson’s Point there Avould be, in addition to 
the passenger traffic, a goods traffic, brought about by the conveyance 
of fruit from orchards in the district, of bricks from the brick manu
factories in the vicinity of Gore Hill, of coal for use at the brick 
manufactories, of household supplies to residents, and possibly of coal 
from mines in the north for shipment in Port Jackson, and produce 
from northern farms for sale at North Shore and Sydney.

(6) Milson’s Point could be made the terminus of the Great Northern 
Bailway.

(7) The land resumed under the proposal for extending the railway to 
Milson’s Point Avould include 2,000 feet of deep AArater frontage to 
Lavender Bay, which could be utilised for wharfage purposes, and 
would greatly increase in value.

(8) A tramway connection betAAreen Milson’s Point and the present termi
nus of the North Shore BaihAray at Crow’s Nest Avould not encourage 
settlement along the railway, or meet the requirements of travellers, 
as it Avould make the journey betAAreen places of residence and Milson’s 
Point inconvenient and slow; it would be fatal to the prospects of a 
goods traffic; and it would repeat the difficulty apparent in connection 
Avith the stoppage of the raihvay at Bedfern, and the efforts since made 
to bring that raihvay more into the city of Sydney.

(9) Crown land adjacent to the North Shore Bail way was purchased on the 
faith of a promise or statement made at the sale that the railway Avould 
be extended to . Milson’s Point, and land for the construction of the 
North Shore Baihvay Avas given to the Government free of cost, on the 
understanding that the railway would be extended to the deep waters 
of Port Jackson.

(10) A postponement of the proposed extension of the railway to 
Milson’s Point Avould result in the necessity for incurring greatly 
increased expense in the resumption of the land required for the 
extension, as this land must be constantly rising in value.

12.



1113
9

12. The foregoing synopsis will be found to contain the substance of the 
evidence given before the Committee; and the statements made, and opinions 
expressed in tins evidence, have been as carefully considered as the points which 
primarily appeared to the Committee to he those that should in the course of the 
inquiry he kept in view.

13. The inquiry has been conducted with a desire to deal with the proposed Manner in 
railway extension in a comprehensive manner, and the Committee have sought committee
information, and endeavoured to arrive at a sound iudgment, in regard to the follow- haTe 
ing questions ' conducted theinquiry.

(1) The details of the proposal, in respect of length of line, route, easiness 
or difficulty of construction, cost, interest, expense of maintenance, and 
reasons for proposing to construct the railway.

(2) The exact relation in which the proposed connecting railway stands 
to the North Shore Raihvay already in course of construction and 
approaching completion.

(3) The position in Avhich the North Shore Raihvay Avould be Avithout the 
connecting raihvay.

(4) The extent to which the proposed connecting raihvay Avould meet the 
travelling requirements of the population of North Shore, and he 
likely to lead to an increase of population, and to a consequent larger 
railway passenger traffic.

(5) Tho probability, or othenvisc, of a goods traffic on the railway.
(fi) Whether, in vieAV of the enormous cost of the proposed raihvay, the 

interest to be met, the expense of maintenance, the uncertainty of the 
receipts proving satisfactory for some time, and other circumstances, 
including an indication in the evidence that an extension of the 
tramway is regarded by the Department of Public Works as an 
alternative scheme to that of constructing the connecting raibway, the 
existing North Shore Tramway, extended to the present terminus of 
the North Shore Railway, Avould be sufficient to meet public require
ments for at least some years, and until the question of bringing the 
North Shore Pailway to the waters of Port Jackson has been further 
and more minutely considered.

14. These principal points for investigation have included others which, though Relative ques- 
not so prominent, are essential to a right understanding of the various features of the Jj®”® ^ 
proposal before the Committee, and have formed matters upon Avliich witnesses have considered, 
been examined, or which the Committee have duly considered.

The relative questions that in this way have been subjects of inquiry are:— 

(1.) Details of the proposal:—

(a) Is the route for the connecting railway one that aAroids as much as 
possible expensive Avorks, in the form of cuttings, embankments, or 
tunnelling ?

(b) Has the route been so chosen as to escape the necessity for the 
payment of a large sum of money as compensation for land ?

(c) Does it appear that the estimate of cost in connection Avith the
* railway has been calculated with a proper degree of certainty.

(2 & 3.) The relation of the connecting railway to the present North Shore 
RailAvay, and the position in Avhich the latter Avould be without the 
connecting extension:—

(a) Is it absolutely necessary, in order to make the North Shore 
Eaibvay remunerative, to connect that raihvay, as proposed, with 
Milson’s Point ?
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(b) What were the objects in view when it was resolved to construct the 
North Shore Railway, and has there since transpired in connection 
with this railway anything to show that those objects were misconceived 
and therefore not now likely to be realised ?

(c) Were the residents of North Shore satisfied with the intentions of 
the Government in regard to the North Shore Railway when its 
construction was decided upon, and are there now any circumstances 
in connection with the progress of North Shore to show that the 
requirements of the population, which it was intended to meet by 
means of the North Shore Railway, are greater than they were then 
estimated to be ?

(d) To what extent will the North Shore Railway, as it is, meet require
ments ?

(4.) The extent to which the travelling requirements of the population would 
be met by the proposed connecting railway, and that to which the 
population is likely to increase:—

(a) Is the proposed connecting line wanted, or likely to be used by those 
whose places of residence are, or may be, between Milson’s Point and 
the present terminus of the North Shore Railway, or by those who live, 
or may live, to the east of the route of the proposed line—by, in fact, 
two-thirds or more of the present and future total population of North 
Shore ?

(b) What prospects are there of an increased population as a result of 
constructing the railway,—what arc the grounds, if any, for thinking 
that the increase would be large; whence -would the additional popu
lation come, and what class of people would they probably be ?

(c) The extent to which the line -would be used by through passengers 
travelling to or from Sydney and stations on the Great Northern 
Railway north of Hornsby P

(5.) The probability or otherwise of a goods traffic :—
(a) What goods,—if in opposition to the expectations and intentions of 

the responsible officers of the Department of Public Works it is 
thought the proposed railway would promote a goods traffic,—is it said 
the raihvay would convey ?

(b) The reasons for considering that the goods mentioned would be con
veyed by the railway ?

(c) Reasons why it is very unlikely there would be any appreciable goods . 
traffic of the kind stated ?

(d) Has this question of goods traffic been thoroughly and satisfactorily 
considered ?

(6.) Whether, in view of the enormous expenditure upon the proposed 
railway, the uncertainty for some time of the results, and other circum
stances, it -would be sufficient for the present to connect the North Shore 
Railway with Milson’s Point by extending the cable tramway from its 
present terminus to the terminus of the railway at Crow’s Nest:—

(a) The interest upon the cost of construction, and the expense of main
taining the railway which would have to be annually met ?

(b) Whether the probable traffic on the railway has been estimated with 
any degree of accuracy ?

(c) The cost of extending and working the tramway ?
(f/) Whether the working of the tramway could be improved so that it 

should be satisfactory in point of speed and frequency of journeying ?

10 .
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15. Taking these points in the inquiry in the order in which they are stated, 
and, afterwards, those which appear in the evidence of the witnesses who advocate 
the construction of the connecting raihvay, the Committee deal with the various 
questions that arise in a due consideration of the proposed public work in the 
following manner:—

16. The proposed railway extension and its objects have been described with 
some fulness in what has already been said. It has further to he mentioned that the 
annual interest and cost of maintenance, which the complete branch railway would 
make it necessary to meet, would amount to £21,000—a sum which would represent 
the fares of an enormous number of passengers.

17. The route chosen for the proposed line, if it be admitted that the railway 
should he brought to Milson’s. Point, appears to be as good as any that could he 
adopted. The distance is short, and the locality over which the line must come is 
hilly and irregular. An expensive tunnel in the vicinity of Lavender Bay, is to a 
certain extent, the consequence of the idea that the shores of the hay may be utilised 
for wharfage purposes, hut it does not seem probable that tunnelling of an expensive 
nature could be altogether avoided if any other route at all desirable were selected. 
But while it may he conceded that carefulness has been exercised in the choice of 
route, the necessity for the payment of a large sum of money as compensation for 
land exists. Almost the whole of the route passes through private property, and 
nearly half of it through the Berry Estate, which is about to he subdivided by the 
trustees of the late Mr. David Berry and sold. In a memorandum forwarded to 
the Committee by the Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways (published in the 
Appendix) it is stated that the land required for the purposes of the railway through 
the Berry Estate “ would probably be given without charge in consideration of 
the enormous increase in value which would result from the construction of the 
railway”; hut a reference to the evidence of Mr. John Hay, one of the trustees of 
the estate, who was examined on this point, will show that he does not consider the 
railway would materially increase the value of the land, and he is not prepared to 
give the land for nothing. Subsequent to giving his evidence, he informed the 
Committee by letter that he and his co-trustee would pai*t with the land required 
for the railway at the rate of £500 per acre, a rate that might bring about some 
reduction in the total sum which it has been calculated the construction of the 
railway would make it necessary to expend in the purchase of land; but for all 
practical purposes in the consideration of the cost of the proposed railway, the 
amount for the purchase of land and compensation may be taken as estimated by 
the Department of Public Works, and placed by the Under Secretary of that 
Department before the Committee—£135,000.

18. The estimate of the total cost of the proposed extension appears to have 
been fairly calculated, hut in the memorandum from the Engineer-in-Chief, previously 
alluded to, a possible reduction to the extent of £28,000 is mentioned. It is there 
stated that the estimated cost of resuming the land over the tunnel near Lavender 
Bay, set down by the Land Valuer at £28,000, may, under the Lands for Public 
Purposes Acquisition Act, which gives power. to the Government to make tunnels 
for railway purposes without resumption if the surface he uninjured, he saved, as 
the surface would be uninjured in this case. This would reduce the total estimated 
cost of the line to £234,000, a reduction of importance, not necessarily such as to 
induce a more favourable decision with regard to the line than that at which the 
Committee have arrived, hut certainly one which might have been made known to 
the Committee at the commencement, instead of at almost the close, of their inquiry.

19. The relation of the proposed connecting railway to the North Shore Rail
way is somewhat similar to that between the suggested City Railway extension and 
the railway terminus at Redfern. The distance at North Shore is rather longer, but, 
while there is that slight disadvantage, the population, present and prospective, which 
the North Shore Railway is expected to serve is infinitesimal compared with the 
population of the many suburbs the railways to which start from Redfern. Eor 
many years the residents of these suburbs were brought to the terminus at Redfern 
by rail, and there left to find their ways to the various parts of the city by omnibus 
or cab, or on foot. The connecting tramway which enabled the people after leaving 
the trains to travel by tram into or through the city is of recent date. North
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Shore, more favoured, has a tram service which can he used in connection with the 
North Shore Railway from the time that railway is brought into operation. Conse
quently, the position which this railway would occupy without the proposed connect
ing line to Milson’s Point, would be very much superior to that which the suburban 
railways on the Sydney side of the harbour occupied for a very long period, and it 
would be little or no different from that in which these suburban railways are now.

20. Whether the tram service at North Shore would prove as convenient and 
effective as that which connects with the railways at Redfern is a matter that will 
be referred to later on; but, judging from the success which has attended the con
necting tram service at Redfern, and the probabilities of similar success at North 
Shore, it does not appear, if only for this reason alone, absolutely necessary, in order 
to make the North Shore Railway remunerative, to connect that railway as proposed 
with Milson’s Point. ' .

intentions 21. When it was originally proposed, and afterwards decided, to construct the
withregard North Shore Railway, there was no idea of bringing it to Milson’s Point. It was 
to the North considered by all concerned—Government, Government Officials, and North Shore 
when6thatwa‘ people—quite sufficient for all passenger requirements to bring the line to its 
railway was present terminus, and then, if provision were wanted for a goods traffic, to make a 
propose . ppaneP iine Rom Chatswood to Ball’s Head. It was at that time thought there

might be considerable traffic in coal, and Ball’s Head was regarded as the most 
suitable place for coal shipment. The proposal to have a railway terminus for 
passengers at the water’s edge is admitted by the Acting Engineer-in-Chief for 
Railways to be a Ministerial afterthought. According to the original Departmental 
plan, the passenger traffic was to have its terminus at Crow’s Nest, and there was 
not at that time any expectation that there would be a tramway down to the water. 
How then, it is necessary to inquire, has it come about that the original plan with 
regarxl to the N orth Shore Railway has been altered, and that it is now asserted 
that without the connecting extension, upon which must be expended the large sum 
of £262,000, the railway already constructed rvill be useless ? The substance of 
the evidence of the Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways on this point is that the 
idea of a goods traffic and coal shipment at Ball’s Head has been abandoned, and 
that being so, it has been thought advisable to extend the passenger traffic to 
Milson’s Point, in order, he says, to bring that part of the North Shore Railway 
“ which has already been constructed into some use, and to make it serve one of the 
purposes for which it was originally intended.” Originally, and until it was 
decided to alter the original plan, there does not appear to have been any doubt on 
the part of the authorities that the North Shore Railway could be brought into 
use for passengers, and meet requirements by having its terminus where it is at 
present; now it is said, apparently only because opinions seem to have changed 
with regard to a goods traffic, that the raihvay will be useless, for passenger traffic 
unless it be brought to Milson’s Point.

original plan 22. Apart from these circumstances, it does not appear that since the time
to the North when the construction of the North Shore Railway was determined upon anything of 
shore Railway importance has transpired to prove that the opinions then entertained, in regard to 
hate been to passenger accommodation, were misconceived to the extent indicated by the present 
misconceived, proposal to bring the passenger traffic to Milsen’s Point. No protest was raised by 

the residents of North Shore against the railway terminating, as far as related to 
passenger traffic, at Crow’s Nest; apparently everybody was satisfied, and they appear 
to have remained so until the change in the opinions of the raihvay authorities, in 
respect to goods traffic, and until certain representations were made to the Minister 
for Works by residents of North Shore, alive to the advantage which the extension 
of the railway would be in the expenditure of a large amount of public money in the 
district, and the increased value which the complete line would give to property in 
its vicinity. Those circumstances appear to have given rise to an impression in the 
minds of some persons that, viewed locally, it Avould be better to have the extension 
than to be without it; in those of others, who had speculated in land along the 
route of the present railway, that the extension must be to them a cause of greatly 
increased profit: and in the minds of some who had taken up their residence along 
the route of the North Shore Railway, that at least it promised more convenience to 
them, when leaving the ferry steamer at Milson’s Point, to be able to step into a 
railway carriage instead of into a tramcar. So it has come about that the extension
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is advocated. Local advantages and private interests would not of themselves he 
sufficient to put forward in support of the proposal, but to these were added what 
are u^ged as public advantages—benefits that are, in the opinion of the Committee, 
at least very doubtful—and thus the extension to Milson’s Loint became a proposal 
for submission to Parliament.

23. Live years have elapsed since the construction of the North Shore Railway Progress of 
was proposed to Parliament; and though the population of North Shore has increased nlYluJiaTto 
considerably during that period, and the general progress of the suburb has been indicate that 
very satisfactory, the advance has not been of that kind which would lead to the siforeBaiiway 
conclusion that the accommodation intended to be afforded by the North Shore i3 insufficient 
Railway is likely to be insufficient for requirements. The bulk of the increase of requirements, 
population has not been in the direction of the railway; it has been in parts of the
suburb which will not be served by either the North Shore Railway or by the pro
posed extension to Milson’s Point. A few people have taken up their residence in 
the neighbourhood of the North Shore line, and others have purchased land which 
they desire to sell for the purposes of residence; there are orchards in the district 
which send annually to market a considerable quantity of fruit, and there are a few 
brick manufactories, some of which are doing a good business. But nothing of this 
is of the nature of the unexpected. Residence along the route, land speculation, 
the growth and sale of a considerable quantity of fruit in the district, and an 
extensive manufacture of bricks were as apparent five years ago as now. That the 
probability of a large number of people residing along the route of the railway was 
not lost sight of by the'se who recommended the construction of the line is clear from 
the fact that special arrangements were made with regard to a terminus for the 
passenger traffic. Tho growth and sale of fruit were a known certainty, inasmuch 
as the district is specially suitable for this industry, and large orchards have been in 
a thriving condition there for many years; and as for the manufacture of bricks, 
most people know that the existence of valuable kinds of clay at North Shore has 
not been a secret, and that good bricks Avere being made in the district in large 
quantities before the North Shore Railway was thought of. It, therefore, does not 
appear that the circumstances in relation to the North Shore Railway are now any 
different from Avhat they Avere AA'lien that raihvay Avas proposed and its construction 
decided upon, and the probability of its meeting public requirements is the same at 
the present time as it Avas then.

24. It is necessary noAV to consider the extent to which the travelling require- Extent to 
ments of the population will be met by the proposed connecting railway, and that to Gening 
Avhich the population is likely to increase. Lirst, is the proposed connecting line requirements 
wanted or likely to be used by those whose places of residence are, or may be, between pro^sed7 
Milson’s Point and the present terminus of the North Shore Raihvay, or by those railway, and 
who live, or may live, to the east of the route of the proposed line—by what con- population 
stitute two-thirds or more of the present and future total population of North Shore, is likely to 
A reference to the evidence, and a careful consideration of the subject, will shoAVincrease' 
that the proposed line is not wanted, and will not be used, by the bulk of the residents
of the suburb. Most of the increase which has taken place in the population of 
North Shore is principally to be found to the east of the proposed line to Milson’s 
Point, and in parts of the suburb which are served by the present tramway. This 
increase eastwards Avill continue, and as it proceeds so Avill the number of people to 
whom the proposed railway Avill be useless become larger. The Avitnesses examined 
by the Committee say that the people Avho are likely to patronise the railway are 
tnose who do now, or will in tbe future, reside within about 3 miles of Milson’s Point, 
and in the neighbourhood of the present terminus of the North Shore Railway, and 
between that locality and Pearce’s Corner. Por this portion of the population only 
the railway is wanted, and most of this population is prospective. The railway is 
expected to bring the people; at present the residents who would be seiwed by the •
line are feAv and scattered.

25. It is urged that with a railway from Milson’s Point to Pearce’s Corner the Differences 
railway route would become as thickly populated as has been the case with the population 
suburban railways radiating from Redfern, and the Illawarra line is alluded to 
specially. Setting aside the circumstance that the tramway connection between p’oict and"8 
the city of Sydney and the Redfern terminus does not seem to have interfered with :Nor1th Sh°red 
the progress of the suburbs on the southern side of the harbour, it is Avell to inquire uie suburban 
as to the nature of the locality along the North Shore Raihvay as compared with that ^tirgSfrom

fo Redfern.
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of the suburbs—and particularly those along tbe Illawarra line—served by the rail
ways starting from Redfern, in order to judge whether it is probable the one district 
will become as populous as the others. In tbe first place, tbe people who are expected 
to be accommodated by tbe North Shore Railway are, according to tbe evidence 
—and this is apparent to anyone who is acquainted with tbe locality—not likely to 
reside nearer to Milson’s Point than some 3 miles. Yet a very large proportion 
of tbe residents of tbe suburbs served by tbe railways running from Redfern 
reside within this distance of 3 miles. On tbe Illawarra line the populous 
suburbs of Evelcigh, Erskineville, St. Peters, and Marrickville are Avithin that 
distance; and on the line from Redfern to Parramatta there are within the same 
distance of Redfern the still more thickly populated suburbs of Macdonaldtown, 
NewtoAvn, Stanmore, and Petersham,—with Summer Hill and part of Ashfield 
within another mile. Purthermore, tbe population along these suburban lines is 
not to be found in any appreciable number beyond a distance of 8 or 9 miles, 
that being tbe distance from Redfern at which Hurstville is situated on the 
Illawarra line, and Homebush, on tbe line to Parramatta ; and as it is not likely to 
be any different in tbe case of the North Shore Railway, and tbe length of that 
railway being rather more than 13 miles, at least 6 miles of tbe line—the first three 
from Milson’s Point, and tbe last three from tbe 10 miles distance to Pearce’s 
Corner—will be destitute of population to any appreciable extent, and the traffic 
returns of the railway affected accordingly. But there is another point of difference 
between tbe North Shore Railway and the suburban lines on the other side of 
the harbour in respect of probable population along the route of tbe former. Tbe 
people who have taken up their residences in the suburbs served by tbe railways to 
Hurstville and Parramatta are in the main of tbe working or labouring class. The 
proportion of Avell-to-do residents, in comparison Avith tbe large number of people 
of small means and bumble life, is very small. Tbe suburbs within a distance of 3 
or 4- miles of Redfern, are crowded with working people, tbe well-to-do residents 
living further out. But in tbe case of the North Shore RailAvay, A\Thile there may be 
many Avell-to-do people, Avho Avould fake up their residence along tbe line, it is not 
at all likely that the locality will be favoured by a working class population. The 
journey across tbe water, as compared Avith that by tram to Redfern, would not, 
associated Avith other circumstances, be attractive, and the fact that to reap any of 
tbe benefits from tbe high land and the healthful atmosphere, Avhich are put forth 

• as tbe attractions of the line, residence must be taken beyond tbe distance within
AAdiich the suburb could be a convenience, Avould be fatal, to Avorking men of 
moderate means and busy lives living there.

Reasons why 26. Whether the line Avould be used by through passengers travelling to or
railwaywouH ^rom Sydney and stations on the Great Northern Railway north of Hornsby is a 
not be used question AA’bich, in tbe light of probabilities, can Arery easily be answered. It is put 
passengers1 forward by those Avho say the railway Avould be used by through passengers that by 

coming to Milson’s Point such passengers would, after crossing tbe harbour by 
ferry steamer, be in a much more convenient position for reaching hotels or any 
other place of destination in the centre of Sydney than passengers are Avho travel 
through from tbe north to Redfern. In tbe first place, much of this alleged 
greater convenience would depend upon whether the Railway Commissioners worked 
the North Shore Railway as a branch railway or as a part of tbe trunk line, and it 
Avill be seen that the intention of tbe Commissioners is to work the railway as a 
branch line. There is nothing whateArer in what has come before the Committee 
to indicate any intention to make the line part of the main Great Northern Railway. 
That being so,- passengers travelling to Sydney by way of Milson’s Point would have 
to change from one train to another at Pearce’s Corner,—-under present arrange

. ments at a very early hour in the morning,—and the inconvenience of this would he 
increased if, as is the case with most through passengers, there were luggage to 
he looked after. Next, there would he the change from the train at Milson’s 
Point to the ferry steamer, Avith a further inconvenience, similar to what was 
experienced at Peat’s Perry before the opening of the bridge over the Harvkes- 
bury River; and then, having passed through all this, it would be necessary for 
passengers to carry their luggage ashore from the steamer on the Sydney side of 
the harbour, or find and pay someone else to do it—for it is hardly likely there 
would be railway porters stationed there—and proceed to look for cabs. Is'it at all 
probable that anyone would go through such experiences in preference to travelling

comfortably
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comfortably round to Strathfield and Hedfern, though the length of journey 
that way might he a few miles more, and being landed at iledfern, where 
luggage is expeditiously handled by railway porters, and cabs are conveniently 
obtained through officers of the Transit Commission? And having arrived at 
Redfern, where is the difference between reaching from that point any part of the city 
and reaching any part from Milson’s Point? The time occupied in travelling in a cab •
would be almost the same, and the fare would be no more from one place than from 
the other. Only in the case of persons residing at North Shore would any through 
passenger be likely to come or go by the North Shore Railway. To such a person as 
that it would bean advantage to change from one train to another at Pearce’s Corner 
rather than be taken round to Redfern, and have to cross the harbour to Milson’s 
Point; to anyone else it would simply be the beginning of a period of intolerable 
discomfort.

27. The probability, or otherwise, of a goods traffic on the proposed railway is The question 
the question next to be considered. In dealing with this subject it might very well fcfaffio0coii- 
be dismissed by merely drawing attention to the contradictory nature of the evidence sidered. 
regarding it. Most of the North Shore residents who came before the Committee to 
advocate the construction of the railway, urged that the conveyance of goods Avould
be a very material matter in connection with the railway—that the goods traffic 
would be large and important. The railway authorities, on the other hand, say 
there would be no goods traffic beyond that required in connection with local con
sumption, that the railway is not intended to carry a heavy goods traffic, that it is 
only a suburban passenger line, and that, therefore, the question of a goods traffic 
can be left out of consideration altogether. These statements, again, are con
tradicted by an extract from the speech of the Secretary for Public Works at the 
time the proposed connecting railway was referred by the Legislative Assembly to 
the Committee, in which it is argued by the Minister that a cargo traffic may spring 
up between Newcastle and Sydney along this proposed line, and that in view of this 
provision for ample wharfage accommodation is at hand in the frontage which will 
he secured at Lavender Bay. Judged merely in the light of these conflicting 
opinions it would be difficult to conclude whether a large and profitable goods traffic 
would or would not follow the construction of the proposed railway; but by a 
careful scrutiny of the evidence the question can be better understood and decided.
The witnesses who declare that there would be a considerable goods traffic if the . . 
connecting raihvay were constructed say this goods traffic would principally
consist of— traffic would

consist of.
(1) Fruit. ■ .
(2) Bricks.
(3) Coal for local consumption—for the use of brick manufactories

and residents.
(4) Coal for shipment.
(5) Agricultural produce from the north for distribution about

North Shore and Sydney.
28. Taking the article fruit first into consideration, it should be remembered :Frult• 

that fruit was grown in large quantities, and sent away from the orchards, before tbe 
North Shore Railway was proposed, and that the requirements of this fruit industry 
were not overlooked when the proposed construction of that railway was under con
sideration. Apparently there was no idea then that the North Shore Railway with
its termination at Crow’s Nest would not serve tbe interests of this industry, or rather 
there would appear to have been an indifference on the subject, as the requirements 
of most of the large fruit growers in the district are met by the railway from Hornsby 
to Strathfield and Darling Harbour. Many, if not most, of the fruit growers bave 
their orchards in the neighbourhood, or within easy distance of Hornsby, and send 
their fruit by rail from Hornsby to Sydney. Some living nearer to Milson’s Point 
might prefer sending their fruit to Sydney by the Milson’s Point line—it is said they 
would—but the necessity for unloading the fruit from the train at Milson’s Point, 
and its subsequent conveyance to market, would certainly militate against any 
advantage looked for from the more direct and shorter route from tbe orchards to the 
distributing centre in Sydney, which this proposed railway might be expected to 
afford, and make this traffic in fruit exceedingly doubtful. Something has been 
said of the shipment of fruit from North Shore, but this is uncertain, and being so is 
not a matter which need at the present time be seriously considered. 29.
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29. With reference to the conveyance of bricks it is said large quantities of 
bricks would be sent from the' manufactories by the proposed railway; but here 
again—except in the case of one manufactory in connection with which a railway 
siding'is talked of—there would be the loading of the bricks into carts, the unloading 
from the carts into railway trucks, the unloading from the trucks, and the loading 
into carts again, prior to crossing the harbour, in comparison with the far less 
laborious and quicker method of carting the bricks from the manufactories to the 
steamer, and taking the loaded carts in the steamer across to Sydney, or, in special 
cases, sending the bricks to Sydney by railway, via Hornsby and Strathfield. And 
the facilities for carting the bricks to Sydney by way of the Milson’s Point Perry 
would seem to be greater from the fact that the principal manufactories are at or close 
to Gore Hill, near where the present terminus of the North Shore Kailway is 
situated.

30. One witness stated that bricks would be sent by the railway for shipment 
from Milson’s Point to coastal ports; but this statement also may be replied to by 
drawing attention to the short distance between the brick-yards and Milson’s Point, 
and the expedition in carting the bricks that distance after they are once put in the 
drays, as compared with the trouble and delay of carting them to the railway, loading 
them in the railway trucks, and unloading them again for shipment into vessels.

31. Coal for local consumption may he conveyed over the railway, but, if what 
is called mountain coal is used, only as far as the point at which the North Shore 
Kailway now terminates, that point being central for both the brick-works and the 
houses of the bulk of the residents; and facilities for the conveyance of this coal 
exist without the extension of the line to Milson’s Point. If Illawarra coal should 
be the article used for local consumption it would, it is said, be landed at Milson’s 
Point from steamers, and sent along the railway from Milson’s Point. But, with 
the exception of the evidence of the witness who is a director of a large brick manu
factory, and who says that manufactory probably would use Illawarra coal if the 
Milson’s Point extension were made, there is nothing to show that the residents of 
North Shore would prefer southern to western or other coal, and the fact that the 
railway authorities are totally against the construction of coal wharves at Milson’s 
Point is decidedly against the probability of any coal being landed there.

32. The shipment of coal conveyed along the proposed line to Milson’s Point 
is also a matter of some doubt. The Under Secretary for Public Works points out 
that the cost of conveyance of coal from Newcastle or its district would be so high 
as to make it very unprofitable to bring the coal to Sydney Harbour for shipment; 
that, therefore, it Avould be most unwise to make wharves for the shipment of coal 
Avhich would never arrive ; that, if it were necessary to make wharves, Milson’s Point 
Avould not be chosen; and that, in any case, goods or coal and passenger traffic 
must be separated. So that the value of Milson’s Point for coal shipment need not 
be considered. The evidence of the Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways is equally 
emphatic against the Milson’s Point extension being in any Avay regarded as a line 
Avhich Avould be used for the conveyance of coal intended for shipment. It appears, 
hoAvever, to the Committee that coal raise;!, say at Wyong, may be conveyed along 
the North Shore Raihvay, and shipped in accordance with the original plan at Ball’s 
Head or Blue’s Point, conveyed thither by a branch line from Crow’s Nest, and that, 
therefore, this question of the shipment of coal has not, in relation to the proposed 
work before the Committee, been satisfactorily disposed of by the evidence given 
upon it.

33. Respecting the next class of goods traffic Avhich the proposed connecting 
line, it is urged, would encourage—the reception and distribution of agricultural 
produce from the north—the evidence bearing upon it has been given by Mr. M‘Rae, 
M.P. This Avitness goes so far as to express the opinion that Milson’s Point should 
be the terminus of the Great Northern Railway, and that a produce depot at Milson’s 
Point would be more convenient than such a depot at Darling Harbour. That raises 
a large question, which it is not necessary to consider'here; and with reference to 
the idea that, if the extension to Milson’s Point were constructed, agricultural produce 
Avould be sent from the north, it does not seem necessary to do more than repeat what 
has already been said with regard to the ideas respecting the conveyance of other

kinds
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kinds of goods along tiie line—that, so far as North Shore is concerned, no dis
tributing point more central and generally convenient than Crow’s Nest could he 
found, and that it is most unlikely that produce of this kind would be sent over to 
Sydney from the railway terminus at Milson’s Point, in view of the serious incon
veniences inseparable from such a proceeding. Por the foregoing reasons, it is very 
clear that the question of goods traffic on the proposed railway has not been thoroughly 
and satisfactorily considered.

34. As to the question whether it Avould be sufficient for the present to con- Question of 
nect the North Shore Railway with Milson’s Point, by extending the cable tramway “he Nortif 
from its present terminus to the terminus of the railway at Crow’s Nest, there shore Railway 
should first he borne in mind the reasons which have already been stated why the PoinVby3011'8 
proposed extension is not required, and then a comparison should he made between extending 
the estimated cost of the proposed connecting railAvay and that of extending the the tram"ay' 
present tramway so as to proAude a tram connection. The cost of the proposed 
railway is set down at £262,000; the cost of the tram extension would be under 
£30,000. The annual interest and the expense of maintaining the railway would 
he very considerable; the interest on the cost of the tramway extension, and the 
expense of maintaining that short length of tramway, only 1-J mile, would, in 
comparison, be very small. Some evidence grven by the Secretary for Railways is 
to. the effect that the cost per mile of working a railway is much less than that per 
mile of working a tramway ; hut it must not he overlooked that in the case of the 
North Shore tramway the unavoidable heavy grades upon it, and other special 
circumstances, have conduced to the cost of maintenance being high, and that from 
the present terminal point, near St. Leonards Reserve, to the present North Shore 
Railway terminus at Crow’s Nest, the route would he entirely free from these grades 
or any other features Avhich would he likely to make the maintenance of the 
extension costly. Moreover, the Secretary for Railways says that the longer the 
length of .cable at North Shore is, the less proportionately per mile Avould he the cost 
at which it could he Avorked. *

3o. In dealing with this question of cost, it was necessary for the Committee to indefiniteness 
ascertain as far as possible the probable revenue that would he derived from the y 
railway when open for traffic; and the indefiniteness upon this subject throughout revenue from 
the evidence is remarkable. Some of the Avitnesses were actually ignorant of whattherail"ay- 
the railway would cost, and in almost every instance they were unable to say any
thing definite—eATcn so far as producing a calculation or estimate of their own—as 
to the revenue, return which might he expected from the fine. To anyone who 
carefully examines the statements made by the different witnesses who came 
forward as residents of North Shore, and direct advocates of the proposed railway, 
it will he apparent that in most cases their testimony is of a general character, and 
that the success of the line, judged from their evidence, is a matter of speculation or 
inference. Even the Railway Commissioners do not state what the returns are 
likely to he. They say “ there is no basis upon Avhich an estimate of the probable 
revenue can he formed,” hut they recommend the proposed line because they 
consider that without it the present North Shore Railway “ can prove of hut limited 
commercial value, having no outlet.”

. 36. This outlet, in view of all the circumstances, a majority of the Committee Reasons in 
consider may he provided by connecting the tramway with the railway. The tram faT0U1’of 
extension would cost very little; there would he no more land resumption required tramway5'16 
than two small and inexpensive corners, and the working of the trams could he * 
improved so as to meet the additional traffic satisfactorily. The tramway would not 
carry a goods traffic, hut the necessity for immediate provision for a goods traffic 
has been shown to he doubtful. That it may he made to carry its present passenger 
traffic and the traffic which may follow the opening of the North Shore Railway 
must be clear upon any careful examination of the matter. It is indicated in the 
evidence of .the Under Secretary for Public Works that there has been for some time a 
determination to extend the tram line to the Lane Cove Road, in the neighbourhood 
of Crow s Nest, though, pending the decision of the Committee regarding the pro
posed connecting railway, the extension of the tramway has been delayed, and this 
contemplated extension could he utilised in the connection Avhich the tramway 
would make Avith the railway. Objections are to he found in the evidence to 
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The state
ments in the 
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resumption 
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proposed 
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Sydney and 
North Shore.

Summary of 
conclusions at 
which the 
Committee 
have arrived.

the time which would have to be spent in the tram, as compared with the time of 
the journey in a train, and to the inconvenience of changing from tram to train; 
hut if a well-devised system of through trams were brought into operation morning 
and evening, between certain hours, the time of the journey might be so materially 
reduced as to remove all inconvenience on that ground to residents going to their 
business or returning to their homes, and the inconvenience of stepping out of a 
tram into a train need he no greater than is experienced daily by many thousands 
more people than for many years can be expected to travel along the North Shore 
Railway. It would be better, other things being equal, to he without this incon
venience, but to be without it means, as matters in regard to the proposal under 
the consideration of the Committee stand, the expenditure of over a quarter of 
a million of money, with a very uncertain prospect of the expenditure being 
remunerative.

37. Two points which appear in the evidence of witnesses directly interested 
in North Shore, and, therefore, in the railway, remain to he dealt with. One is that 
Crown land along the route, of the North Shore Railway would, with the proposed 
railway facilities, probably find purchasers at a largely increased value; another 
is, that Crown land was purchased on the faith of a promise that the North Shore 
Railway would he extended to Milson’s Point, and that land for the construction of 
this railway was given, free of cost, to the Government, on the understanding that 
the line would he extended to the deep waters of Port Jackson. These points can 
he answered very completely in a few words. If the Crown land available for 
residence does not sell for a time, in consequence of the want of the Milson’s Point 
extension, it will remain a valuable asset in the hands of the Government for future 
sale, and its value, under any circumstances, must increase. With regard to the 
second point it is absolutely denied by the officer of the Lands Department, who 
officially attended at the Crown land sales in the neighbourhood of the North Shore 
Railway, that any promise of the kind stated was made, and a similar denial is given 
by the Under Secretary for Works in reference to what is alleged as to land given 
for the construction of the railway.

38. Pinally there is the subject of a bridge connection between North Shore
and Sydney. A bridge from some point on the Sydney side of the harbour to 
some point on the North Shore side, connecting the suburb with the city, may 
be erected within the next few years, and the question arises where the connection 
is likely to he, and whether it will he assisted or retarded by a railway to Milson’s 
Point. Wherever the bridge may he erected it is certain to he so constructed as to 
he able to carry a railway, and for that railway to join easily and well with the 
railway at North Shore the junction must he somewhere on a high level. A con
nection at Milson’s Point will not be suitable, nor anywhere on the low level upon 
which the proposed railway to Milson’s Point would run. The junction of the line 
crossing the bridge must he on high land, so as not to obstruct the harbour traffic, and 
as, so constructed, it would carry the traffic both passenger and goods, from suburb 
to city, and city to suburb, in the face of any facilities a line from Crow’s Nest to 
Milson’s Point might offer, the line to Milson’s Point would consequently he less 
used, and the vast expenditure incurred in its construction would he proportionately 
wasted. . . .. .

39. Shortly stated the conclusions at which the Committee have arrived
are:—

(1) The proposed railway is enormously expensive,' and being so, every pre
caution should be taken before the expenditure is authorized, to see that, 
if constructed, the line will prove remunerative.

(2) The circumstances attending the construction of the present North Shore 
Railway, and the present condition and prospects of North Shore being 
such as to show that the original plan in regard to passenger traffic on this 
railway was not misconceived, there is nothing on those grounds to prove 
that this railway, assisted by adjuncts other than the proposed connecting 
line to Milson’s Point, will not meet public requirements for at least some 
years.
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(3) The proposed railway, if constructed, would he useless to the great majority 
of the present and future population of North Shore, inasmuch as most of 
the settlement in the suburb is, and will continue to he, to the east of the 
proposed line.

(4) The prospect of a large population along the North Shore Railway, travelling 
to and fro, similar to what is to he seen on the suburban railways starting 
from Redfern, is not free from considerable doubt.

(5) A through passenger traffic is a matter of great uncertainty.
(6) The evidence respecting the subject of a goods traffic is contradictory and 

inconclusive, and generally of such a nature as to show that the question 
of goods traffic has not been thoroughly and satisfactorily considered.

(7) By extending the present tramway for a short distance, at very small cost 
compared with the estimated cost of the proposed railway, and making 
provision for improving the running of the trams, at certain times of the 
day, in point of speed and frequency of journeying, public requirements 
could he met, the North Shore Railway utilised, and the great expense of 
constructing the proposed railway avoided.

(8) As a bridge to carry a railway may he constructed between Sydney and 
North Shore within the next few years, it is necessary to provide for a 
connection of the railway crossing the bridge with the railway at North 
Shore on a high level, and this requirement would not be met by the 
proposed extension to Milson’s Point.

40. The evidence taken in the inquiry was considered by the Committee on 
Tuesday, 5 November, and the following extract from the minutes of the meeting 
will show the resolution which was passed :—

Mr. Dowel moved,—“That the Committee consider it expedient that the proposed railway to 
connect the North Shore Kailway ■with the deep waters of Port Jachson, at Milson’s Point, 
as referred to them by the Legislative Assembly, be carried out.”

Mr. Garrard seconded the motion.
The motion was negatived, after discussion, on the following division:—

‘Ayes, 5.
Dr. Garran,
Mr. Humphery, 
Mr. Garrard, 
Mr. Dowel,
Mr. Hurley.

Noes, 8.
Mr. Abbott, 
Mr. Lackey, 
Mr. Trickett, 
Mr. Cox,
Mr. Copeland, 
Mr. Tonkin, 
Mr. O’Sullivan, 
Mr. Lee.

Mr. Trickett moved,—“That the Committee do not consider it expedient that the proposed 
railway to connect the North Shore Railway with the deep waters of Port Jackson, at 
Milson’s Point, as referred to them by the Legislative Assembly, be carried out.”

The motion was seconded by Mr. Lackey, and passed on the following 
division:—

Ayes, 8.
Mr. Abbott, 
Mr. Lackey, 
Mr. Trickett, 
Mr. Cox,
Mr. Copeland, 
Mr. Tonkin, 
Mr. O’Sullivan. 
Mr. Lee.

Noes, 5.
Dr. Garran, • 
Mr. Humphery, 
Mr. Garrard, 
Mr. Dowel,
Mr. Hurley.

J. P. ABBOTT,
Chairman.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public "Works, 
Sydney, 11 December, 1889.

The resolution 
passed by the 
Committee.
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC

WORKS.

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE,

RAILWAY TO CONNECT THE NORTH SHORE RAILWAY WITH PORT JACKSON,
AT MILSON’S POINT.

WEDNESDAY, 9 OCTOBER, 1889. 
$rcs£itt:—

JOSEPH PALMER ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaibman).
The Hon. John Lackey,
The Hon. Andeew Garb an.
The Hon. Eeederick Thomas Humphrey.

Chabues Aleeed Lee, Esq.

The Hon. G-eoege Heney Cox.
Jacob Gaeeaed, Esq.
William Seeingthoepe Dowel, Esq.

The Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Railway to connect the North Shore Railway
' with the deep waters of Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point. '

Joseph Barling, Esq , Under Secretary for Public Works, sworn and examined:—
1. Chairman.'] You are the Under Secretary for Public Works ? Yes. j. Barling,
2. What can you tell us about the proposal to connect the North Shore Railway with Port Jackson, at Esq. 
Milson’s Point ? I have a statement here which I shall read to the Committee:—The proposal before /—' 
the Committee is for an extension of the railway from its present terminus at Gore Hill to Milson’s 9 Oct., 1889. 
Point. The length of line already carried out, viz., that from Hornsby to Gore Hill, is 10 miles 51 chains,
of which the last 51 chains is not quite completed. The expenditure to date on this line is £173,22116s., 
and when the works are finally completed the cost will probably be £180,000. The first section was 
completed in May last. I would here point out to the Committee that, unless the proposed extension is 
carried out, the large amount of money that has been already spent will lie absolutely idle. The proposed 
extension may be described as follows :—

Line to connect the North Shore Railway with the Waters of Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point.
Length, 2 miles 21 chains. ’

Estimated cost, £127,000 for a double line, exclusive of cost of land and compensation ; average per mile, £56,133.
The route recommended for the extension of the North Shore line has its terminus at Milson’s Point. . • .

This line commences at 10 miles 51 chains on the railway from Pearce’s Corner to St. Leonards, and terminates at 
Milson’s Point, being a length of 2 miles 21 chains,

The line passes under Edwards Road at 28 chains. Bay Road and Carr-street are crossed on the level. After passing 
under Union-street it sweeps round to the left, and by means of a tunnel crosses to the head of Lavender Baj^; then skirts 
to the eastern shore of this bay, and terminates at Milson’s Point. .

A platform can be provided at the crossing of the Edwards Road, and another at Bay-street. A platform at Walker- 
street, at the head of Lavender Bay, can also be provided.

Very little valuable land is interfered with in the whole distance, nor are any important houses seriously damaged.
The terminus at this point will give every accommodation to the travelling public, as it will meet the steamers to and 

from Sydney, and be close to and on the same level as the cable tramway running through the centre of St. Leonards, and 
.will also provide for the transference of horses and carriages between the railway and the horse-ferry steamers.

One tunnel, 430 yards in length, will he constructed.
The estimated cost of land and compensation is £135,000.

August, 1889.
The principal routes which have been advocated in opposition to the proposed line are—one to termi
nate at Blue’s Point, and another at Cremorne. The first of these is impracticable, by reason of the 
distance being too short to admit of thcdescent being made to the water at Blue’s Point with a grade of 
1 in 40, which is the ruling grade in the line proposed, and also in the line to Cremorne. The objections 
against the Cremorne route may be summarized as follows :—In the first place, it will be 1 mile 30 
chains longer than the Milson’s Point route ; secondly, it would cost a much larger sum of money, the 
estimated cost for the works ^exclusive of land) being roughly estimated at £250,000, as against £127,000 
for the Milson’s Point line. The arguments urged in its favour are : (first) that it would serve a larger 
population, and (secondly) that it would be better for goods and coal traffic. "With regard to the first 
argument, it is not at all likely that persons living in the vicinity of the harbour would use the railway at 
all, as they would probably make their way to the various ferries which would bring them nearer Sydney.
The majority would, of course, use the present tram. The object of the line proposed is not to serve the 
population settled round Milson’s and other points, hut it is to open up a new suburb between Pearce’s 
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J, Barling, Qorner an(j Q-ore’s Hill. "With regard to the coal and heavy goods traffic, this is likely to be little beyond 
that ^khich is required for local consumption. The cost of conveyance of coal from Newcastle and district 

9 Oct. 1889. would he 7s. to 8s. per ton, as compared with that from the nearest point of the Illawarra coal-measures 
’ to Darling Harbour, which would be 3s. Id. per ton only. By water the carriage from Newcastle would 

amount to (say) 4s. per ton, and, with rate from collieries to wharf—Is. 6d.—would make a total of 5s. 6d. 
per ton ; so that it is not likely that it will ever pay to bring coal to Sydney Harbour from the north .by 
rail, and therefore most unwise to expend large sums in making wharfs for the shipping of coal which 
will never arrive. _
3. Dr. Qarran.~\ Have you charged anything for cranage at this end? We have not gone into wharfage
charges. If there were any charge, of course that would have to he added. One shilling and sixpence 
includes both the railway and cranage charges, so that the cranage alone at this end would not come to a 
large amount. _ _
4. What would it be? It would he not more than 2d. or 3d. a ton. To continue my statement:—If it 
were necessary to make wharfs, Milson’s Point would not be chosen, as there is not room there, and the 
narrowness of the harbour would help to cause obstruction to navigation. In any case,, goods or coal, 
and passenger traffic must he separated, so that the value of Milson’s Point for coal shipping need not be 
considered. Milson’s Point has been selected principally for passenger traffic, and for that purpose it is 
undoubtedly superior to Cremorne. The principal traffic will be that of passengers travelling to and from 
Sydney. The Lane Cove Boad district is one of the finest residential areas near Sydney, and a large 
suburban population may be expected to spring up. Were the Milson’s Point line constructed, Gordon, 
500 feet above high water, would be as accessible from Sydney as Strathfield is now; whereas, if the line 
stopped at the Crow’s Nest, the double change from train to tram and from tram to steamer would be fatal 
to the residential value of the district; and if passengers had to proceed via Cremorne it would take them 
a quarter of a hour longer than via Milson’s Point, the former point being li- mile from Sydney as 
against f of a mile for the latter. Any one who wished to get from the Circular Quay to (say) Gore Hill 
would, by the Milson’s Point route, require fifteen minutes only, including steamer; via Cremorne he would 
require thirty minutes. The ruling gradient is the same on both routes, but the earthworks on the Cremorne 
route would be heavier in proportion, as they would include three tunnels of an aggregate length of 
f mile. The cost for double line of railway for the Cremorne and Milson’s Point routes respectively 
would be £250,000 and £127,000. The Cremorne route would be altogether out of the way of the 
suggested bridge to connect North Shore with Sydney, whereas the Milson’s Point route is the only one 
from which such a bridge could be approached. With the permission of the Committee I would like to 
quote from a speech made by the Minister when explaining the project to Parliament on the 7th August 
last. It is as follows :—

I think I have explained that the extension is not merely for the suburban population of- North Shore, but that it 
is for the whole of the population of the Colony. Any one who has been to the north, or knows anything about the 
northern traffic, cannot, I think, help acknowledging that to save the whole of the northern population 11 miles travelling 
is sufficient justification for constructing this line. Honorable Members know that, in order to do cargo business, it certainly 
will have to come from the country south of Newcastle, otherwise it will go by the Newcastle boats to Sydney, as ships can 
always compete successfully with the trains. Suppose a cargo traffic were to spring up between Newcastle and Sydney on 
that line so as to require shipment in Sydney ? I should like to explain that the £135,000 for resumption includes the 

‘ whole of the eastern side of Lavender Bay, which gives wharfage frontage of 2,600 feet, or 900 feet more than that of
Darling Island, for which we paid £135,000. Honorable Members will see, therefore, that the whole of the land along the 
proposed extension, together with this 2,600 feet frontage to Lavender Bay—which is exceedingly valuable, and is 1,000 

■ . feet in width from one side of the bay to the other—will be obtained for the same price as we gave for Darling Island,
which purchase is now admitted to be one of the best that this Government or any previous Government has made..

I may mention that something like 10 or 12 miles of train travelling would be saved to the passengers 
from the north if they came down to Milson’s Point. It might be said that they would rather, do the 
extra distance than make a change ; hut at Bedfern they would have to take tram, ’bus, or cab, to get to 
the city, whereas at Milson’s Point they are brought direct to the heart of Sydney by the ferry. With 
regard to the district through which the line passes, I should, with the permission of the Committee, like 
to read a report, written by Dr. Ashburton Thompson. He was asked to report on the suitability of the 
district for suburban residence.
5. Mr. Lackey.'] Does that report apply to the whole length of the line, or only to the length now pro
posed to be constructed ? To the whole district. The report is as follows :—■

August 5, 1889.
I understand that the proposed railway line from Milson’s Point to Pearce’s Corner follows a course which is practi
cally the same as that taken by the Lane Cove Road. I have traversed the latter, and am acquainted with much of the 
country to which it gives access. .

The course indicated is along a high ridge which falls rather abruptly towards the south-west to Lane Cove, and it 
falls on the north-east also, but much less abruptly. It has therefore great natural facilities for drainage. The most valuable 
feature of this tract under local circumstances, however, seems to be its height above the sea-level. Being about 10 or 12 
miles long, a height of 200 feet above the sea is reached so near the Point as St. Leonards Reserve. Gore’s Hill, which 
may be 3 miles away, stands at 250 feet; Chatswood, a little farther off, at 350; Gordon, about 7 miles away, at 500 ; and 
Pearce’s Corner at 600. Now, while the dwellers in the existing suburbs seek freedom from the city’s noise and a purer 
atmosphere than they find there, they desire also in this climate some reduction of temperature, and this cannot be had except 
by ascending. But, unfortunately, all existing lines out of Sydney pass for many miles through country which rises only to 
a quite insignificant height above sea-level, and only attain a height at which the temperature is sensibly affected at some dis
tance too great to be traversed twice a day. Thus the Parramatta line rises only at one point to 100 feet. The Illawarra line 
remains at about the level of its starting point, or 64 feet, until at about 9 miles it attains to 217 feet only, and after falling again 
reaches 353 feet at a distance of 15 miles. The Southern line traverses 31 miles before it reached even the moderate elevation 
of 140 feet, and the Western line does not top 150 feet until Emu Plains is passed, 38 miles away from the city. The pro
posed line, therefore,if it were carried out, would bring within a very easy distance of the city a locality which is much higher, 
cooler, more airy, and by natural conformation much better drained on the whole than any other equally accessible region 
with which I am acquainted, and I have therefore no hesitation in expressing the opinion that it would constitute a very 
great improvement in the conditions of life at present possible.* * r v j ASHBURT0N THOMPSON,

Deputy Medical Adviser.

6. Mr. Gox.] You said just now that the descent to the waters of the harbour from the high land would 
be very great at Blue’s Point;—that is not an insuperable difficulty surely ? It would be difficult to 
make a grade of 1 in 40 in that short distance.
7. Why could not a railway be made like Bigi in Switzerland to run down a grade of 1 in 14 ? Of

course
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course that could be done ; but it is a point upon which the Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Eailways would J- Barling, 
he more competent to give information than 1 am. I may also state that I am authorized to t^l the 
Committee that it is not the intention of the Secretary for Works to take any further steps in connection 9 jggg 
with the extension of the tramway to the Lane Cove Eoad pending the decision of the Committee on this ’ ’
railway extension. I should like to point out—and I think it is a very important point—the desirability 
of coming to a decision on this matter as quickly as possible, because ! have been informed that it is the 
intention of the executors of the Berry Estate to cut up their land, through a large portion of which the 
proposed extension runs. I think nearly half of it runs through the Berry Estate, and if the land were 
cut up before we carried out the extension of the railway we should have to pay a larger price for it.
Every month’s delay in connection with the work will raise the price of the land upon us considerably.
The following is the report of the Eailway Commissioners upon the line :—

Office of the Hallway Commissioners of New South Wales, January, 1889.
Proposed Line of Railway to connect the North Shore Railway with the waters of Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point.

Length of main line, 2 miles 72 chains.
In accordance with section 13 of the “Public Works Act, 1888,” we beg to report as under:—

Cost of Construction—
The Engineer-in-Chief estimates the cost of constructing this line (exclusive of.land and compen- .

sation) at .............................................................................................................................................. . £106,000 •

Annual Cost— . ,
Interest at 3£ per cent, on capital............................................................................................................ 3,710
Expense of working line, including permanent-way and traffic department...................................... 2.775

Total annual cost..:............................................................. £6,485
There is no basis upon which an estimate of the probable revenue can be formed. The construction of the line is 

however essential in connection with the line of railway from Hornsby to Pearce’s Comer, now almost complete, as without 
the extension to the waters of Port Jackson the former line can prove of but limited commercial value, having no outlet.

The line from Pearce’s Corner passes through country admirably adapted for residential purposes, and will probably, 
at no distant date, become, with the aid of railway communication, an attractive suburb, capable of furnishing a traffic 
which will make the line a profitable one.

The construction of this line is recommended.

The Common Seal of the Railway Commissioners 
of New South Wales has been hereunto 
affixed by the Railway Commissioners in the 
presence of—

E. M. G. EDDY,
Chief Commissioner.

W. M. FEHON,
Commissioner.

CHARLES OLIVER,
Commissioner.

The amount £106,000, in this report of the Eailway Commissioners, is for a single line. It was 
subsequently considered desirable to substitute a double line, which will cost £127,000. In referring to 
railway traffic having to be ferried across from Milson’s Point, the Minister pointed out that New York is 
divided from Jersey City, where the terminal stations, with one exception, are, by twice the width of out 
harbour, and to this day all the traffic, vehicular and otherwise, is carried across in large ferry-boats which 
connect New York with the trains. The whole railway system of America, with one exception, is thus 
severed from New York. I would also desire to bring before the Committee a very important point, as 
showing the desirability of carrying out this extension as quickly as possible. .
8. Mr. Lackey f\ How long have you been Under Secretary for Public Works ? About one year and five 
or six months.
9. Then I take it that this work was initiated before you became Under Secretary ? Yes.
10. Are you acquainted with the initiation of the work in any way? I am not personally acquainted 
with it.
11. You are not aware how long it is since an agitation set in for the construction of a line from Pearce’s 
Corner ? I have no personal knowledge on the subject.
12. Have you any official information as to the opinion of the Department with reference to the line on
its conception ? I have the papers. ■
13. Are you aware whether Mr. Whitton concurred in the construction of the line ? I would rather that 
question was asked of Mr. Deane. He is the personal representative of Mr. Whitton, and the information 
would come better from him.
14. It is not professional information; it is historical ? I have not the early papers before me. I propose
to send in a precis of the papers in connection with the line. ,
15. Are you aware that when the concurrence of Parliament was first asked for this line, it was argued, in 
support of it, that it would be a means of conveying coal from the Northern mines to Port Jackson ? I 
could not answer that from my personal knowledge.
16. You do not recollect ? I have some recollection of it; but not having anything to do with railways 
at that time I did not pay special attention to the matter.
17. You would not feel justified in saying that the principal reason why Parliament was asked to concur 
in the construction of this line, was that it would be a useful line for that purpose ? No.
18. I think you say now that it would be quite useless for the purpose ? Quite useless.
19. What is there to justify the construction of 10 miles of railway at a cost of about £18,000 a mile? 
I do not exactly feel in a position to justify the line as a whole, ?.e., if we had to face the question; but 
the position is, that a large part of it has been constructed, and my argument is that, as we have gone to 
that expense, it is essential that we should incur the further necessary expense to make it remunerative.
20. You are not aware that Mr. Whitton always opposed the construction of the line ? I could not say
from my personal knowledge. ■
21.. From your own knowledge, do you think it was wise to build this railway for the immense amount 
which it will cost ? Unless I had a return of the traffic which there is likely to be, I could not answer 
that question.
22. Did I understand you to say that the cost of the line now to be constructed would be something like
a quarter of a million of money ? It would cost £262,000. .
23. That is for the construction and the purchase of land ? For the construction and the purchase of
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^Esa*n^' I011 that the Committee would be justified in concurring in the construction of a line from
A - ^ that point, having in view the anticipated traffic ? I think so, remembering, of course, that a very large 

9 ©ct. 1889 expenditure has already been gone to which will probably be to a great extent useless unless we make the 
’’ further extension.

25. The cost of this extension will be, in round numbers, about £130,000 a mile ? Tea. A tunnel will 
have to be constructed, and the line goes principally through private property.
26. Are you aware what is the population of that suburb ? I forget what it is now. I think I gave the 
information in connection with another inquiry, but I will get it for you.
27. You have no idea what the line will return ? I cannot say what it will return—in fact, the Com
missioners do not know themselves.
28. The Commissioners have recommended the line? Yes; on the same grounds as I do, I imagine— 
namely, that so much money having been spent, it will be folly not to carry the line further.
29. Mr. Lee7\ Have the Commissioners reported upon the alternative route ? I think I am right in saying 
that they have not. Under the Public "Works Act it is not their function to report on alternative 
routes. They have merely to report on the route which is selected by the Government and is referred to them.
30. The other route has not been referred to them ? Certainly not officially ; but I may say that the 
Minister has been in frequent communication with them about it. It has been very thoroughly discussed, 
although there is no formal report on the subject to my knowledge.
31. Did I understand you to say that no estimate of the earnings of the line has been made ? The Com
missioners themselves say so. “ There is no basis,” to quote from their report, “ upon which an estimate 
of the probable traffic can be formed. The construction of the line is, however, essential in connection 
with the line of railway from Hornsby to fcst. Leonards now almost complete, as without the extension to 
the waters of Port Jackson, the former line can prove of limited commercial value, having no outlet.”
32. That leaves the quantity of traffic problematical ? Yes.
33. Mr. Garrard.'] Do you know the cost of the land on the portion of the line already constructed ? I 
can put in a return showing it; but I cannot speak from memory. If I remember rightly, the return of 
which I speak was laid on the table of the House some months ago.
34. Who formed the estimate of the probable cost of the land on this extension ? Mr. Thomson, the land 
valuer.
35. Has he gone over the ground ? I imagine that he has, over and over again; but he himself is available 
to give evidence on that point.
36. Is there not a proposal to extend the Government cable tram to the Crow’s Nest ? There is a proposal 
to take it up to Miller-street and Bridge-street, and along Palcon-street to its junction with the Lane Cove 
lioad; but I explained before that it was not the intention of the Minister to carry that out.
37. But there has been a proposal to carry the tram on to connect with the present terminus of the 
railway. The Government did intend to carry it along Miller-street and some other street of which I 
forget the name ; but a private company had certain rights under an Act, and they occupied the ground 
before we commenced. Another route has been proposed; but the Minister does not intend to make the 
extension, pending the decision of the Committee on the work before it.
38. Then I understand that the Department expect that this will only be another suburban line ? Yes ; 
and it will also save 10 or 11 miles for the through passenger traffic.
89. Is it at all likely that the people coming from the north will tranship to take the ferry, trams, and 
then cabs on this side ? Those who would have to come would probably have to take cabs from Redfern 
as well.
40. Only passengers who wanted to reach North Shore or some point on the shores of the harbour would
come from Pearce’s Corner ? That I could not say. Ten miles at any rate would be saved by coming 
that way. , “
41. Dr. Garran.] I gather that the elevation of the Crow’s Nest, where the railway terminus is at present, 
is about 300 feet ? Two hundred and fifty feet. Dr. Thompson puts it at that.
42. I understood you to say that this route is the best with a view to having a high-level bridge over the 
harbour in future;—that was stated in the paper which you read ? No ; I did not read that to the 
Committee.
43. I understood you to say, and I presume it is the Departmental argument, that the principal, and in 
fact the almost exclusive, use of the line would be as a suburban line ? With the exception of through 
passengers, to whom it would save 10 or 11 miles by coming to Milson’s Point.
44. But if you transmute the mileage saving into time saving it will not be so great as it now appears ? 
That I could not say. It would be a traffic arrangement.
45. A passenger from the north would bave to get into the ferry boat; he might have to wait some time 
for the boat to start, and then he would have to take a cabwould he gain very much in time that way ? 
It is possible that he might not, although I suppose that, as a matter of fact, when such a service became 
established, the ferry-boats would be timed to meet the trains, and the cabs would be in readiness at this 
end, so that probably there would be a saving.
46. Still, in any case, I understand this line to be recommended as a passenger line? Yes.
47. And that the traffic will consist of two kinds—through traffic from the north, and the local residents 
between Pearce’s Corner and the Crow’s Nest ? Yes.
48. So far as the through passengers are concerned, it is a question of the saving of time as well as saving 
of distance ? Yes.
49. Coming from Newcastle, something might depend upon whether this line is made part of the trunk line, 
or whether it is a branch line ? Quite so.
50. If not much used, it would be a branch line ? Quite so.
51. Supposing that the majority of the passengers preferred to go round by Strathfield, the main train 
would go that way, and a branch train would be provided for those who preferred to go down to Milson’s 
Point ? Quite so.
52. Supposing that the majority preferred to come by this line, they would have to get out at the 
junction ? Yes.
53. That would make one change ? Yes.

' 54. Then they would have to get out at the wharf at Milson’s Point, and make another change, and then
at the jetty at Circular Quay—that would make a third change ? Yes.
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55. Those changes all tahe time ? They do. '
56. Therefore, the question as to whether there would be a saving of time is not so clear as the mere 
saving of distance would iseem to make it out to be ? That is, providing a minority of the passengers g 
preferred to travel by the line.
57. Then the question as to the through passenger traffic would depend upon whether the through 
passengers preferred to take this line or the existing line ? Quite so.
58. That is a matter of conjecture largely ? Yes.
59. Then we have to deal with the local suburban traffic on the 10 miles between Pearce’s Corner and 
North Shore ? Yes.
60. That, you say, is an exceedingly healthy district ? Yes. •
61. "Well adapted for suburban residence ? Yes.
62. And capable of accommodating half the suburban population around Sydney ? It is capable of 
accommodating a very large number.
63. But is there, at the present time, any such demand for suburban houses as would lead us to suppose 
that the making of this line would cause a dense population there ? I think the exceptional advantages, 
such as elevation and beautiful scenery—for I believe the scenery there is the most beautiful that can be 
found about Sydney—would probably attract a very large number of people.
64. Do you happen to know whether there are any suburban houses vacant between Sydney and Parra
matta ? I believe that there are plenty. “
65. At the present moment, then, the suburbs are overbuilt ? I should think that in the majority of cases 
they are.
66. If .we open this line in two or three years time for the purpose of creating a new suburban traffic, do 
you think that the exceptional advantages would be so great that, if the houses were built, people would 
leave the existing suburbs and go to North Shore? Of course the present is a very depressed time indeed.
I should think that the land would be taken up by persons who wanted to build houses of their own. I 
think that is pretty well the case now in the suburbs that are further out. You find that nearly every 
one in those suburbs is the owner of the house in which he resides. I refer to such suburbs as Strath
field and Homebush.
67. What I am wishing to get at is this : is the recommendation of the Department to make this line based
on the expectation that when the line is finished three years hence there will be a suburban population 
clustering round it that will make the beginning of a remunerative traffic ? I think so. Without having 
any statistics before, me, I think the history of the Illawarra line suburbs—Hurstville, Bockdale, Kogarak, 
and so on—would show that in a short time there would be a very large population congregated on 
the line. ^
68. Do you think we can repeat the Hurstville experiment every three years ? I could not say for 
certain. As a matter of fact, I think that every new railway suburb that has been opened up has been 
very quickly populated.
69. I am asking you, as the departmental exponent, whether the calculation is based on a new suburban 
population, or on a migration from the existing suburbs ? I suppose it would be made of both. The natural 
increase of the city and new comers would probably choose that as the most eligible place of residence, 
and there would also be a certain migration from the existing suburbs.
70.. The scheme as put before us contemplates ultimately a high-level bridge ? It is one of the possibilities 
of it, of course.
71. Do you think that in the absence of a high-level bridge, providing a continuous land journey, there 
would be the same disposition for suburban residents to choose North Shore as there would be if there 
were a bridge ? I should think that if there were a bridge the locality would offer a greater attraction 
than if there were no bridge.
72. The scheme before us, I presume, is based upon the supposition that there would be no bridge at 
present, and it stands on its own recommendation, leaving the ferry traffic ? Yes.
73. For some persons the ferry traffic is a disadvantage ? It is a disadvantage ; but I should think it 
would be of very little disadvantage in such a short trip. It would be a disadvantage for those going for 
a distance like Manly Beach probably ; but the disadvantage would be very slight indeed in the short 
distance to Milson’s Point.
74. But in any case it will not be so convenient to passengers to go to North Shore as to get on to the
existing line from Sydney ? I suppose that it would not be ; the majority would not think so. ‘
75. The trams, omnibuses, and cabs that exist on this side of the water furnish a far greater convenience 
for getting to the Bedfern terminus and to any point along the line than would exist in going to North 
Shore, if this railway were carried out ? That, to a large extent, would be a matter of opinion and choice.
I think a good many people would prefer the ferry steamer to the tram. I know that I should myself.
I would rather go by the ferry steamers, and I think a good many would be of my opinion.
76. You think a great many persons would just as readily take a tram to Circular Quay and cross in the 
ferry as take the tram to Bedfern ? I think a great many would.
77. You do not look upon the water passage as an inconvenience ? At any rate, not as a very great one.
I think that what I have quoted as to the American practice shows clearly enough that there is no great 
inconvenience.
78. You are familiar -with our tram traffic at present ? Yes, as an every-day traveller.
79. You do not take the tramway down to the water side—it is some distance now between the tram 
terminus and the ferrydo the North Shore people find that an inconvenience ? It would be an 
inconvenience to any one travelling with a family.
80. You think it would be better if the tram were brought to the water ? Yes.
81. Do you think that the inconvenience that now exists because the terminus is some distance from the 
ferry is greater than the inconvenience would be in getting out of Crow’s Nest from the railway, and 
going into the tramway carriage ? I think it would be.
82. You would rather walk one-sixteenth of a mile in all weathers than get out of one carriage into 
another ? I think I should. Of course, in very severe weather I should take the tram.
83. Looking at the fact that the traffic on the North Shore line will be suburban traffic, do you think that 
it will be materially diminished if people have to change at Crow’s Nest from the railway to the tram ?
I think so, because they would have to take train, tram, and ferry, without counting the conveyance on 
this side. • • - 84.
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• Esra*n*’ r^^ie Gristing experiment of connecting a tram with the railway at Eedfern shows that the tram is very 
_ largely availed of ? Yes.

9 Oct. 1889 They do not make any great difficulty of shifting from one to the other ? No. In that case they are 
' compelled to come to Sydney.

86. But the majority of the people years ago used to walk from Eedfern ? They did ; but as facilities are 
offered, what at one time was considered a luxury becomes a necessity.
87. Thousands of passengers that used to walk ten or twelve years ago now take the tram ? Yes.
88. Practically what I want to get at is this : The break between the tram and train service at Eedfern 
has not made any serious diminution in the suburban traffic ? I do not think that it has—that is to say; 
so far as the present population is concerned; but I think the fact1 of the break from train to tram 
at Eedfern, involving as it does loss of time, and greater cost of conveyance, has decidedly a deterrent 
influence in the settlement of population in the western, southern, and northern suburbs.
89. You do not find people refusing to live at Ashfield, Burwood, and Homebush, because they have to 
shift from tram to train ? I think a very great many would refuse to do it because of the break. My 
personal observation leads me to come to that conclusion.
90. I like as much as possible to gather up the fruits of experience. We have at Eedfern the experience 
of a break ;—has it been found destructive of suburban traffic ? I do not think it has; but it is supposed, 
and I think with good reason, that with the railway to Sydney the traffic would increase.
91. If people are willing to get out of a railway carriage into the trams on the south side of the harbour, 
would they be less willing to do it on the north side ? I do not think they would ; but they would have 
the ferry travelling superadded.
92. You said that was an enjoyable break ? I said that in connection with choosing North Shore as a 
place of residence.
93. You recommend this line to the Committee principally as a suburban passenger line, and the question 

. is whether the existing tramway is sufficient for that suburban traffic. If the line connects with the tram
way at the elevated point which it now reaches, we shall have a continuous line of rails all the way ;—does 
the experience at Eedfern show that the necessity of shifting from train to tram seriously damages the 
traffic? I do not think that it can be said that it does ; but at North Shore there is a further change— 
there you have to get out of the tram into the ferry.
94. But we should have to get out of the train into the ferry ? Yes ; but then you will not have the 
change from the train to the tram.
95. Do you think that one shift more would neutralize the magnificent sanitary advantages which North 
Shore possesses ? I do not think it would wholly ; but I think that if any one were choosing where he 
should reside, it would be a serious objection to North Shore if he had to make so many changes.
96. If you were choosing a house for the first time, with all your knowledge of Sydney, and there were 
only a tram for part of the way to Hornsby, and a train for the other part, do you think that would 
deter you from choosing the North Shore ? I do not know that it would in my individual case.
97. Now let us pass to the national point of view: I understand you to say that this line has cost 
£180,000 already, and that it will cost £262,000 to make the extension, making altogether £442,000 ;— 
do you think that the importance of making the rail communication from Crows’ Nest by railway instead 
of partly by railway and partly by tramway is so great', and would have such an influence on the prospective

• traffic, as to be worth the expenditure of that amount? 1 think so. I think North Shore in time will 
become one of the most populous suburbs of Sydney, and I think that the construction of this dine will 
hasten that time.
98. You think that it would be like spoiling the ship for a half-penny worth of tar not to put this 
£262,000 on the top of the other ? I think so.
99. Mr. Himphery.] Do you know what are the earnings of the tram at North Shore at the present time ?
1 could not tell you that; we have nothing to do with it. The railway traffic officers could tell you.
100. Mr. Dowel.'] Can you tell us what is the amount of the contract entered into for the construction of
2 miles 21 chains ? The expenditure to date on contract No. 1 is £168,092 17s. 7d. Contract No. 2 is 
for the short length of 51 chains, and the amount at the present time is £3,302 13s. 6d., and £1,826 4s. 
lid. for repairs, making in all £173,221 16s., to complete the line, though the total amount will probably 
be increased to £180,000.
101. Can you tell us what the departmental estimate was previous to the contract being signed? I 
cannot say.
102. Do you know anything at all of the country between Newcastle and Milson’s Point;—is any part of 
it, as far as you are aware, coal bearing ? I have not been over it.
103. Have you any information on the subject ? No, I have not; but I could obtain it from the Mines
Department. ,
104. You have stated that you do not expect to get any coal traffic on this line ? Yes. If coal-fields 
were opened up nearer to Sydney it would be a different thing; but I am only speaking of existing 
conditions.
105. Supposing coal were discovered half way between Newcastle and Milson’s Point, do you think the 
line would carry a considerable amount of coal traffic ? I dare say it would in that case.
106. You have estimated the freight of a ton of coal at 4s., which you think is a prohibitory rate in com
petition with water carriage ? You are speaking of the water freight. The railway freight is 7s. or 8s.
107. If the freight were reduced by one-half, do you think any of the coal traffic would come this wav ? 
If it were reduced by one-half it would alter the existing conditions very materially.
108. If it were only a question of the cost of carriage, do you think a large amount of coal would be 
brought by this line ? Of course the question then would be whether ships would take in their coal here, 
or go to Newcastle and take it in there. It is very much a shipping question. I may mention that the 
opinion of Mr. Powell—whom we have consulted in the matter—is that no coal under existing circum
stances will be brought here.
109. You think then that no matter what the rates are you will not be able to get the coal traffic here ?
I do not say that. If the rates were reduced, so as to make the land carriage cheap'er than the water 
carriage, of course it would alter the conditions entirely; but I do not know that there is any probability 
of that being considered. I question whether it would pay the Commissioners to reduce the rates.
110. What is the distance from Newcastle to Milson’s Point ? Ninety-four miles.

Henry
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Henry Deane, Esq., Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Eailways, sworn and examined:—
111. Dr. Oarran.l In originally planning this line, the terminus at North Shore was, I understand, 
left practically an open question ? When it was originally planned the terminus was to be at the Crow’s 
Nest.
112. A water terminus on the North Shore was not part of the original scheme ? There was to be a 
branch line from Chatswood down to Ball’s Head for goods traffic; the passenger traffic was to have its 
terminus at the Crow’s Nest.
113. That was the original departmental plan ? Yes.
114. Was there at that time an expectation that there would be a tramway down to the water? I
think not. '
115. Then the idea of the Department was that the passengers would come down by omnibuses and cars ? 
I do not quite know what you understand by the Department.
116. The Ministerial Department provided only for the goods terminus ? Yes.
117. And that is all the engineers surveyed ? Yes.
118. The Minister for the time being did not provide for any passenger terminus at the water’s edge ? No.
119. And the Department has now been called upon to supply the deficiency? Yes.
120. The scheme before us is what the Department recommends ? . Yes.
121. The idea of having a passenger terminus is, so to speak, a Ministerial afterthought ? Yes; in that 
way it is to be understood as an afterthought.
122. As the plan stands now, I gather from the paper which Mr. Barling read to us that the anticipation 
is that the traffic will be a passenger and not a goods traffic ? Yes—that is to say, that heavy goods traffic 
is not expected.
123. ' Not through goods traffic—no coal traffic or heavy traffic for loading of ships ? No.
124. What I want to get at is this: that the original design is changed in this respect—that when you 
were first called upon you had to provide a water terminus for goods only, but now you are called upon 
to provide a water terminus for passengers only ? Yes.
125. Therefore, instead of marking out the line to Ball’s Head, which, in your judgment, would be the 
best place for the terminus of the goods traffic, you now intend to bring it from Milson’s Point as the 
best place for the terminus of the passenger traffic ? Yes.
126. That is the explanation of the change of the water terminus from Ball’s Head to Milson’s Point ? 
One reason why the Ball’s Head branch-line was abolished was that it was considered that that would 
not be the best place to bring the coal traffic. There would be very little coal traffic from the 
north ; and if coaling facilities were to be given in the harbour at all they should be given on the other 
side, so as to permit the Illawarra and southern coal to be brought in.
127. The original idea of its being a coal shipping place has been abandoned ? It has.
128. Supposing there were such a thing possible as coal traffic on this line, Ball’s Head would be the most 
suitable place for the terminus ? It is suitable in this way, that there is deep water there. It is an 
excellent place for loading.
129. Do you know whether the Department was free to choose its goods traffic water terminus ? That I 
cannot say. I should think it is certain that Mr. Whitton was consulted in the matter, and he probably 
recommended that place.
130. You do not know whether he was requested to bring the line to Ball’s Head, or whether he was left 
free ? I could not say. I believe I was in the field at that time attending to the construction of works. 
I could not give you any further information on the subject.
131. What I want to know is, whether the original design represented the mature judgment of the 
engineers, or whether it represented the best they could do under their instructions ? Given the con
dition that it was necessary to bring the coal to the northern shores of Port Jackson, it was certainly the 
deliberate judgment of the engineers at the time that Ball’s Head was the best place to which to bring it.
132. That was their untrammelled judgment ? There is no doubt about it.
133. You, as an engineer, hold that opinion still ? I do not believe in bringing the coal down to the harbour.
134. But if it were to be brought down, you think that that would be the best place to which to bring it ? 
I believe it would be.
135. I suppose further reflection has satisfied everybody that no coal would be brought over the range 
between the Hawkesbury and Sydney at a rate which would compete with the water carriage ? It is not likely.
136. Do you know whether the idea existed when the line was first designed that it would be available for 
coal traffic ? It was supposed that there would be a considerable coal traffic.
137. Have you anything to refer to to show that it entered into the original conception of the line that it 
would be a coal line ? The Ball’s Head line ?
138. The North Shore line altogether ? I expect there are some papers.
139. Your memory does not serve you at the moment ? I do not remember having seen any; but I 
expect that they could be found.
140. Apart from papers, do you recollect at all whether that was the justification for the line in any 
degree ? You mean it was part of the reason for constructing the line as a whole to bring the coal traffic 
down to the harbour ?
141. Yes ? I believe it was.
142. There was an idea that the wharfs on the North Shore would be coal shipping wharfs ? Yes.
143. That idea you think is now generally abandoned? Yes. •
144. And it is as a consequence of that abandonment that the line has been altered from Ball’s Head to 
Milson’s Point ? I do not think that you can say that it has been altered from Ball’s Head to Milson’s 
Point. Ball’s Head was purely iutended for coal traffic ; but that has been abandoned. The object of 
continuing the line to Milson’s Point is to bring that part of it which has already been constructed into 
some use, and to make it serve one of the purposes for which it was originally intended.
145. I understand that the Ball’s Head terminus is recognized by the engineers as a good coal terminus,
but not as a good passenger terminus; and that Milson’s Point is looked upon as a good passenger 
terminus, but not as a good coal terminus ? Yes. ■
146. The idea of the line now is that it is rather a passenger line than a heavy traffic line ? Yes.
147. And therefore a new terminus is provided for it as more suitable for its present destination? Yes.
148. We really have to consider this line now as a passenger line, wanting a suitable water terminus?
Yes. 14,9
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Esq. ’ 149. That is the problem before the Committee: given the fact that the traffic is to be mainly passenger
traffic, which is the more suitable terminus, and is it desirable that the money should be spent in bringing 

9 Oct., 1889. it to that terminus ? That is the way I should look at it.
150. The question is, whether it is necessary to continue the line to Milson’s Point, or to connect with the 
tramway ? Yes ; I think that is the main question.
151. Can you give me any idea what it will cost to extend the tram-line to the railway or the railway to 
the tram-line, so as to effect a junction between the two ? It would cost something under £30,000 to 
carry the tramway up to the present railway station.
152. That is, supposing that the extension were wholly a tramway extension ? Yes.
153. But it might be better to bring the railway a little nearer to the tram as well as to bring the tram a 
little nearer to the railwayin your opinion, would the present terminus of the railway be the best place 
for the junction ? That is assuming that that is all that is required to bring the two into conjunction ?
154. Yes ? The cheapest way would be to carry the tram-line on. I should certainly recommend that, if 
it were all that were necessary to form a connection.
155. If a connection between the two were adjudged to be sufficient, you would stop where you are with 
the railway and take the tram on ? Yes.
156. The next point upon which I should like to get your opinion is whether, if we were to finish off the 
railway with a tramway, it would seriously interfere with the suburban traffic along the line ? I think it 
would.
157. You think that a break would interfere with it ? You see you have a double break from Sydney—a 
break at the ferry steamer, and again at the tram.
158. We have the one break in any case—the steamer break ? Yes.
159. Assuming a passenger could be landed at Milson’s Point, would the break further on at Crow’s Nest 
discourage him from having a house upon the ridges ? I am sure it would be a draw back.
160. There is just the same break at Bedfern for the people who live at Burwood and have their offices in 
town ? I consider that the ferry service across the harbour corresponds with the tram service from 
Bedfern, and that if you made a journey on the other line, Milson’s Point terminus would correspond to 
Bedfern on this side.
161. Do you think that the inconvenience of the break between tramway and railway would so discourage 
the occupation of the North Shore for suburban residence purposes as to make it judicious, in the interests 
of the railway exchequer, to spend £262,000 upon continuing, the railway to the water’s edge? I believe 
that if the land along the Lane Cove Boad belonged to the G-overnment it would pay to make it, and that 
it would be far better to make it, because of the greater settlement that it would bring about, than to 
extend the tram.
162. You mean to say that if the Government were still the owners of the land to be built upon, and 
came in for the increment of value that the railway would create, you would have no hesitation in spending 
the money on the continuation of the line ? Yes.
163. Under the present circumstances, wffiere the Government has no land, but has to resume it to make 
the line, do you think that since the recoup would only be by the traffic, it would be worth while to put 
£262,000 on the top of £180,000 to continue it to Milson’s jloint ? Is not that more a commercial than 
an engineering question ?
161. Yes ; but as an engineer you have had an opportunity of seeing the effect of these extensions ? I 
believe in the extension of the line ; but I think that it is a commercial question, and one that should be 
considered from a commercial point of view.
165. Still, as an engineer, you can say that there is no difficulty whatever iu connecting the tramway with 
the railway? Yes.
166. The connection would be just as convenient at Crow’s Nest as it is now at Bedfern if you brought 
the two together—the break would not be greater ? That is to say, supposing the business centre were at 
Milson’s Point instead of in George-street or Pitt-street. If you merely wanted to get from Milson’s 
Point to the Northern railway, it would be just as easy to do so as it is to get from Sydney to the railway 
at Bedfern ; but if you wanted to go from Sydney to the Lane Cove Boad you would have a double break 
to consider.
167. You have seen a good deal of railway traffic in your time ? Yes.
168. You have seen a good many branch lines worked ? Yes.
169. Is it not the custom in a great many places for the passengers to get out of a through train into a 
branch train ? Yes.
170. Have you ever known a case where the necessity of having to change has seriously diminished the 
amount of traffic on the branch line ? On a suburban line I think it would be seriously affected.
171. Do you know of any suburban line that has been a branch ? My experience of suburban lines is 
that if there are branches they are worked with through trains.
172. It is not for the convenience of working that they run through, but for the convenience of the 
passengers ? Yes ; and, of course, indirectly for the convenience of working.
173. Then your judgment is against having a break on the North Shore line ? Yes.
174. Mr. Humphery.'] You estimate the cost of connecting the tramway with the railway at £30,000? I 
said that it would be under £30,000.
175. What would the distance be ? About li mile.
176. Is your estimate for the cable tramway ? Yes.
177. Would there be any land resumption ? No ; there would be no more land resumption than has been 
proposed for the extension up to the end of Palcon-street. There are two resumptions there—just small 
corners.
178. Would it be a branch tram? It would be worked as a continuation of the present line.
179. Would it be a continuation from the present terminus ? Yes ; there would be no break.
180. If the railway were constructed to Milson’s Point, would it not diminish the earnings of the tram? 
I do not think that it would interfere with the tram at all.
181. You do not think that the railway would come into competition with the tram ? No ; I consider that 
the tramway would serve, as it does now, the residents at the top of the hill and along the route.
182. The people who use the railway do not at the present use the tram ? No. ■

' 183. The railway would create a new traffic ? Yes. •
184, Traffic that at present is not served by the tram ? That is not served at all adequately.
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185. Have you any means of estimating wliat the earnings of the railway would he ? Ho, I have not the H. Deane, 
slightest idea. I could only point to the effect that the construction of the Illawarra line has had.
186. That is a line from Sydney without any break ? It has the tramway break.
187. Yes, but not the harbour ? Ho, it has not the harbour. 9 Get., 1889.
188. As an excursion line, do you think that this would be as profitable as the Illawarra line ? There are 
no places on the line where people would go for excursions much. You could not reckon on the 
Hawkesbury, because that is already served. The Illawarra line as far as Hurstville is a suburban line, 
and that part no doubt pays for itself, independently of the excursion traffic.
189. Do you think there is likely to be any comparison between the line from Sydney to Hornsby and
that from Sydney to Hurstville, as a suburban line ? 1 should think that the traffic in time along the
Milson’s Point to Hornsby line, if the connecting line is constructed, will be very great indeed. I am 
quite sure that it will be a very favourite district.
190. You think then that there would be suburbs between Sydney and Hornsby as populous as Arn- 
cliffe, Kogarah, and Rockdale ? I think so. Gordon, which is 500 feet above the sea, is only about the 
same distance from Milson’s Point that Strathfield is from Sydney.
191. How many miles ? Seven miles; and Strathfield is only 50 feet above the sea-level.
192 You believe that a very large population would settle along this line if it were constructed ? I am 
pretty sure of it.
193. Sufficient population to make the passenger traffic cover the working expenses without interest ? I 
believe it would cover the working expenses, and the interest too in time. Of course it would not do 
so at first.
194. That would be a new experience ? Some of the lines pay now.
195. Mr. DowelP\ What is the distance between Hewcastle and the proposed terminus of the railway?
Hinety-five miles.
196. Is there deep water at Milson’s Point ? Yes.
197. Can you tell us the depth ? Just off the point there is between 50 and GO feet.
198. Can you tell us the character of the country between Hewcastle and Milson’s Point;—do you know 
of any coal having been discovered or worked between these two points ? There are some coal-mines 
south of Hewcastle, near the line.
199. Can you say what is the nearest coal to Sydney from Milson’s Point ? I think the Great Horthern
Coal Co.’s mine is the nearest. •
200. Mr. G-arrard'.\ Teralba ? That is not working. They have not finished sinking there yet. I think 
the Great Horthern Company is-the only one that is at present putting out coal. There are other com
panies sinking.
201. Mr. Dowcl.~\ Do you know of any coal being discovered on the Hawkesbury, much nearer than the 
place of which you were speaking, by Mr. Alison ? I know that he did not discover coal. I know that 
he sank 1,300 feet without coming to it.
202. Can you fix the distance of the nearest coal from Milson’s Point roughly ? You mean where coal 
has actually been found.
203. Where coal has been got, and where it is known to exist at the present time ? You can get coal by 
sinking all the way across. Sydney lies on the coal-measures. Ho doubt if Mr. Alison had gone down 
another 1,000 feet, or something like that, he would have come on to the coal. But if you mean how near 
can you get coal on the surface, I believe that a little north of Wyong it exists at a depth of about 500 
feet. I only speak from memory ; but I could easily obtain the information.
204. Are the coal-mines near Wyong working at the present time? Ho.
205. What distance is Wyong from Milson’s Point? There are no coal-mines there, but I believe that a 
bore has been put down.
206. Coal has been proved to exist there ? I have heard so.
207. What distance is that from Milson’s Point? Wyong would be about 55 miles, but I would rather 
that you did not take this information as accurate. I only speak from memory.
208. Supposing large workings of coal took place 50 miles from Sydney, is there a probability of a large 
coal traffic on the line ? I do not think that the coal would compete with the Illawarra coal.
209. Hot if it were only 50 miles away ? Ho.
210. Do you think that you could compete with the water carriage from Hewcastle to Sydney if you had 
only 50 miles to carry the coal on this particular line ? Yes.
211. How, as regards the construction of the line itself, what is the steepest grade ? Between Hewcastle 
and Milson’s Point or on the new extension ?
212. On the new extension ? 1 in 40, I do not think we can get anything lighter than that. Of course
the heavy traffic will be down-hill if goods are carried.
213. The 1 in 40 would be all down-hill from Hewcastle ? Ho, down-hill from the present terminus of 
the Horth Shore line. There is an ascent from the Hawkesbury. There are several miles of steep grades 
there. I think there are 4 miles of 1 in 40.
214. Under existing circumstances then, you anticipate no heavy traffic on this line unless coal is dis
covered about 50 miles from Milson’s Point ? I think I should scarcely put it in that way. As I said 
before, I do not think that Milson’s Point would be a desirable terminus for the coal traffic. It would not 
be suitable. There is scarcely room to mix up the passenger and coal traffic there.
215. The terminus would not be suitable for both passenger and goods traffic ? Ho, not if the goods 
traffic were very large.
216. You have made no particular preparation for goods traffic in this proposal ? "We have made noneat
present. •
217. You do not anticipate any ? Of course some goods traffic could be provided for, but in the esti
mate no provision has been made.
218. Hot to any large extent ? Ho.
219. The traffic has been based principally- upon the number of passengers to be carried ? Yes. I have 
here a plan showing the route of the line. There is a good deal of room in Lavender Bay for the goods 
traffic if it is required, but I do not think that it would be desirable to bring coal traffic there.
220. What is the extent of the platform accommodation ? The platform on the plan is only a sketch.
221. It is not provided for in the estimate ? Oh, yes ; I have here another plan [produced] showing the 
platform. It will be 300 feet long.
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TIIU11SDAT, 10 OCTOBER, 18S9.

5pr£S£nt:—
JOSEPH PALMEE ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaikmah).

The Hon. Akdrew Gaeeak. j William Speikgthoepe Dowel, Esq.
The Hon. Ekedeeick Thomas Humpheet. j Chables Alpeed Lee, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed railway to connect the North Shore Eailway with the
deep waters of Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point.

Charles Lyne, Esq., Secretary to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, sworn
and examined :—

C. Lyne, Esq. 222. Chairman^] Ton are the Secretary of the Public Works Committee ? Tes.
223. And you produce a copy of the Parliamcntar'r Debates? Yes, volume xiy., 8th July to 11th

“O^ 1889-September,'iSSl ; session, 1883-4. ‘ ... . .
224. On the 24th August, 1884, Mr. Bibbs moved a resolution inviting the Legislative Assembly to 
approve of the plans and specifications of a line of railway from Pearce’s Corner or to North Shore ? 
Yes.
225. That resolution was passed without any explanation from the Minister or debate by the House ? 
Yes ; according to the report of the proceedings contained in this volume.
226. On the 10th September of the same year Mr. Dailey invited the Legislative Council to approve of 
the plans and specifications of the same railway ? Of the plan, section, and book of reference.
227. And that was done without explanation and without debate ? Yes.

Henry Deane, Esq., Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Eailways, sworn and further examined :—
22S. Dr. Garran.~\ Can you tell me the height of the ground at the Observatory flagstaff? Yes ; it is 134
feet- .

10 Oct. 1889. 229. Where would the 134 feet level be on the North Shore line? It would be about 11$ miles.
230. That would be very near Bay Eoad ? Yes.
231. Or the Crow’s Nest ? Yes.
232. Have you considered what would be the best place tohnake the junction between the tram and the 
railway, if you extended the tram to the railway ? I think I said yesterday that I should recommend the 
tram being extended to the present railway station.
233. Why do you recommend going so far north as that with the tramway ? Because if you carry the 
railway any further you have no option in the way of deviation. You are bound to that particular route. 
If you branch up to the Crow’s Nest or into St. Leonards, you cannot get down to Milson’s Point after
wards without going back on the line.
234. Before you could get the descent for the distance ? Yes.
235. You could if you took 1 in 33 ? That I have not considered.
236. The present gradient is 1 in 50 ? One in 40. _
237. Can you tell me the time it takes for the ferry steamer to go from Circular Quay to Milson’s Point ? 
I have not timed it; but about seven minutes, I think.
238. How long would it take to get from the Circular Quay to Ball’s Head Wharf? It would be about 
three times the distance.
239. It would be a quarter of an hour’s journey ? Eully. _
240. Mr. Lee.] The Under Secretary for Public Works gave us to understand that this proposed exten
sion of 2 miles 21 chains would cost £127,000 ; but I see by the Commissioner for Eailways’ report that 
the Engineer-in-Chief estimates the probable cost at £106,000? That was for a single line; £127,000 is 
for a double line. _
241. Could you tell me what is the estimated cost of the resumption of land on the route to Cremorne ?
No, I could not. An estimate has been made for the proposed route to Milson’s Point. £135,000 includes 
cost of land and compensation. If we are obliged by the “ Eailway Act” to take the land over the 
tunnel, it may be regarded as an asset, and will be available for sale or lease. _
242. Mr. Mumphery.-\ Are yon familiar with the route ? I have been over it two or three times. .
243. Have you surveyed the route to Berry’s Bay for passenger traffic? We have surveyed a line to 
Blue’s Point; but the distance was too short to get down to give a good level length of at the bottom.
244. Which is the most expensive portion of the line—that between the Ilf miles and Milson’s Point, or
between the Crow’s Nest and the Ilf miles ? Between the Ilf miles and Milson’s Point. _
215. Do you know the estimated cost of the portion between the Crow’s Nest and the Ilf miles? I 
could not separate it now. _ _
246. Will you send us in a return showing the cost of the two portions ? Yes, I will. The cost to lif 
miles is as follows:—Works, £37,000; land (say) £24,000; total, £61,000.
247. Chairman.'] All the trial surveys made by the engineer in charge of the branch, Mr. Alexander, have 
been submitted to you and you have been over the line ? Yes ; he could tell you nothing that I have 
not told you.

H. H. 1L 
Bradley, Esq.

10 Oct., 1839.

Henry Houghton Burton Bradley, Esq., solicitor, sworn and examined.:—
248. Chairman.] You are a solicitor ? Yes. '
249. You reside at St. Leonards ? Yes.
250. Have you given any consideration to the proposal to extend the line from Pearce’s Corner to 
Milson’s Point ? I have.
251. Have you seen the plan of the proposed extension ? I have not seen the Government plan ; but I
have seen a plan which I understand is a copy of it. _ _
252. You know that where the railway is to come to now is 10 miles 51 chains? I believe that that is
the distance. _ .
2 53. Now it is proposed to bring it down to Milson’s Point, to the edge of the water at 12 miles 72 chains ? 
I understand so. , . 254.
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254. At an estimated cost of £262,000 ? I understand that that will he the cost. 'H. H. B.
255. Do you know that it has already cost £173,000 to place the railway where it is ? I do not know at Bradley, Usq.
all what it has cost to bring it to where it now is ; but I thought that the cost was about £200,000. nrT^TQQQ
256. The total cost will be about £180,000, including compensation, and to continue it from there to 10 0ct'’ 
Milson’s Point it is estimated will cost £262,000 more ? Tes.
257. In view of those figures, do you think that the present traffic is likely to pay interest on the cost of 
construction or working expenses ? The present traffic is nil.
258. Suppose the line were brought to Milson’s Point, do you think the traffic would pay the interest on 
the cost of construction and the working expenses ? I think it would in a short time.
259. Have you estimated how much the traffic would be ? I have not. .
260. How much do you suppose the interest and working expenses would be ? I have not calculated that.
261. Then how can you say that the traffic would pay both ? Because I know sufficient of the land up there 
to know that if there were ready access from Sydney a large population would be attracted there, and the 
reason for that is that within a very short distance of Sydney you reach an elevation which you cannot 
get in any other direction without going to the mountains. At about 5 miles from the Post Office you 
get an elevation as much as that at Sprmgwood. I know that a great number of people are only waiting 
until access from Sydney is provided to go and build there.
262. The estimated interest and working expenses on this 2 miles and 21 chains is nearly £12,000 a year'?
But the line in its present condition is useless.
263. Do you think that there is any chance whatever of earning £12,000 a year on this 2J miles;—if 
every man, woman, and child in North Shore travelled over it, do you think it would pay that amount ?
That is not the question, I take it.
264. That is the question I ask you ? I do not suppose that the population that would travel on those 2 
miles alone would pay anything like the amount named; but it is the passengers coming from a longer 
distance who would pay.
265. The longest distance which they could come would be 12 miles ? Within 12 miles.
266. You base your calculation entirely upon the probable settlement that would occur if the line were 
completed ? To a large extent.
267. The present population would not support the railway ? I do not know that they would. I have an 
interest in some land up near Bussell’s, which under existing circumstances is absolutely useless to me.
It is unsaleable ; I cannot get £40 an acre for it. If a railway were made to Milson’s Point I could get 
from my property to my office within such a short time as would enable me or some one else to live there.
I know that there are people who would readily buy land and live there if they could get easy access to 
town; but if they are to be dropped a couple of miles from the steamer, it is the old Bedfern difficulty in 
a very much accentuated form.
268. We are told that the tramway could be continued up to the present terminus of the railway for 
£30,000 ? I do not think that a tramway has been found to answer the wishes of the public. Tou may 
say that there is an almost perfect system of conveyance by ’bus, tram, and cab to the Eedfern railway 
station ; but the public are thoroughly dissatisfied with it.
269. Then your onty reason for supposing that the line would pay is that people would go out and buy
land beyond what I may call the limits of location at the present time ? Not only that, but a large 
number of people bought land at a G-overnment sale twelve months ago upon the faith of a promise made 
by the auctioneer—I was present and heard it made—that a railway would be constructed in a short time 
from Milson’s Point. I think the Government sold £30,000 worth of land on that occasion, and people 
are only waiting to get access to it. ■
270. As a business man, you do not suppose that the statement of the auctioneer influenced anyone ? As 
a business man I know that some people bought after hearing that promise made.
271. hr. Garran.~\ Have you gone into any calculation as to the probable revenue that would be derived
from this expenditure ? I have not. •
272. As it is between 2 and 3 miles, I suppose it is fair to assume that the fare from the present terminus 
to Milson’s Point would be about 4d. ? Yes.
273. You have not calculated how many fourpences would be required to pay the interest on the cost of 
the line and the working expenses ? I have not. I have not looked at it from that point of view. I 
have looked at it as a necessary link in the railway. The line is at present useless, and in consequence of 
that the Government lost during last year, and will continue to lose until the extension is made, the 
interest on the money spent on the line.
274. I understood you to say that if the line were continued it would be a remunerative investment ? I 
believe that it will be ; but only as a part of that suburban railway.
275. To be remunerative it must pay the interest on the debt, together with the working expenses ?
Exactly.
276. What I want to know is, whether you have worked out a statement to show how many passengers 
would be required to make it remunerative ? No, I have not.
277. Upon what, then, was your estimate based ? Upon my general knowledge of the district, and upon 
my knowledge that people are wanting to settle there.
278. Did your general knowledge lead you to believe that there would be passengers enough to pay 
interest on the line ? Not on this particular 1-|- mile, or whatever it is; but upon the whole, as a. 
suburban railway.
279. £180,000 has already been spent, and £262,000 is to be spent, making altogether £442.000, which 
will probably be increased to £450,000 before the work is completed;—do you think that the line as a 
whole will pay interest on the cost of construction and working expenses ? I think that if any suburban 
line would pay this one would ; and as other suburban lines have paid, I believe this one will.
280. That opinion is not based on specific calculation ? It is a general opinion. I have not worked out 
any figures.
281. You say that you are quite sure that the railway will increase the value of the land along the route ?
I think that that is unquestionable.
282. Do you think that if the line were completed, and it did not pay, the owners of land along the route 
would be willing to bear a special taxation to pay off the loss ? I cannot say. I should think that it 
would be almost impracticable to do that without further legislation.
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H. H. B. 283. Then yon think that the general Government will have to take the risk in the matter? I do not 
Bradley, Esq. think there is any risk.
lCPOct^Ts89 2‘3 k But supposing there is, the G-overnment must take it P Tes.

° ■’ ‘ 285. And if it finds itself in the mud, the local residents will not bear any share of the cost ? The local
residents are a part of the general Government, and a large portion of the revenue is collected from them. 
As far as I know, little or no Government money has been spent at North Shore hitherto.
286. £180,000 has been spent in bringing a railway from Milson’s Point to St. Leonards, at the request of 
the inhabitants ? I think the request was to bring it down to the harbour.
287. And £50,000 on the tramway ? I think more than that.
288. We are told that it will take £30,000 more to connect the tram with the railway—that would be 
£80,000 to make a continuous rail connection with one break between Pearce’s Corner and the harbour. 
Are you of opinion that that break would spoil the scheme ? It would have the same effect as the break 
at Redfern has had upon the general railway scheme of the Colony. That break has been an endless 
source of worry and nuisance and public remonstrance.
289. Do you remember the opening of the railway as far as Parramatta ? Barely ; I do just recollect it.
290. Tou have seen the thickening of the population between Sydney and Homebush ? I have.
291. Tet during the whole of that time the connection between Redfern and the city has been by omnibus, 
cab, and tram ? Tes.
292. So that the population has increased in spite of the break ? Tes ; but I also know that for probably 
twenty years there has been endless agitation to get the railway into the city, and the greatest incon
venience has been felt because it has not been brought into the city.
293. But the number of persons to be served by a city extension is very large compared with the number 
of the North Shore residents to be served ? It is not the North Shore residents that this railway will 
serve, but the people further out from the city, like those at Ashfield and Burwood.
294. I am alluding to the imaginary residents—the people between Milson’s Point and Pearce’s Corner ?
The people between Milson’s Point and 2 or 3 miles out hardly want the railway at all. It is the people
who wish to live, or who do live, from 5 to 9 miles out towards Hornshy who want it.
295. Tour opinion is that the railway will serve the people who live between 5 and 10 miles out? Prin
cipally ; the people living between 3 miles out and Hornsby.
296. That is the last 7 miles of the line ? Tes.
297. The first 3 miles will not be much served by it ? I do not think they will.
298. That somewhat reduces the question, because it makes the number of persons on the north side of
the harbour who are to gain by the extension decidedly less ? The habitation out there at present is
small, because there are no means of access to the place. _
299. But if we say that the great advance of this extension will not begin until we have come 3 miles of 
the road, we then get past the dense population to a more scattered population ? Unquestionably ; but 
that would apply to a railway to Wilcannia, Bathurst, or anywhere else except to the Circular Quay from 
Redfern. By that reasoning you should make no railway beyond Redfern, because you, in doing so, get away 
from the dense population.
300. Does it not occur to you that the earnings of the country railways are largely from goods traffic, 
and not from passenger traffic ? Prom both.
301. We have been told by the engineer that the earnings of this specific line will be from the passenger 
traffic ? It is only in that light that I have considered it.
302. Therefore your analogy with the great produce lines of the interior hardly holds ? Then I would 
say a line between Ashfield and Sydney.
303. What made that line pay ? The passenger traffic.
304. The large amount of it ? Tes ; but there were no more residents there when the railway was made 
than there are now anywhere along the proposed line. There are more people living now within a short

• distance of Russell’s hotel than there were over the whole of Homehush, Burwood, Ashfield, and Croydon 
when that railway was constructed. Those suburbs have been made by the railway.
305. But you say you do not look for any traffic between Milson’s Point and the 3-mile station, but
that it would be beyond that ? Tes. _ _ ...
306. Tou cannot therefore expect so large a passenger traffic to feed this line as feeds the line going into
Redfern ? Exactly, for the distance ; but not at present. I believe I am correct in saying that there is 
already a larger population on the route of the proposed line than there was on the present suburban line 
when it was first made. _ _ _
307. But the question which we have to consider now is the possible remunerativeness of this line as a 
passenger line ? I do not think that it is a possibility; I think that it is an absolute certainty.
308. I understand your evidence to be that no remunerative traffic will arise until we have passed the
3-mile station? I do not think there would be much. _
309. Do you think that there would be sufficient population between the 10-mile and the 3-mile stations 
to pay the interest on this extra £262,000 ? I do, and I think further that without that extension the 
G-overnment will be losing heavily upon the line already made.
310. We all understand that the line at present made ends nowhere; but the question is—will this 
proposed extension add so much to the traffic as to increase the revenue of the line ? That is my opinion.
311. Tou do not give any figures to prove it mathematically ? I do not think any figures could be given 
to prove it mathematicaliy, because it is to a large extent a matter of speculation or anticipation. I do not

. suppose anybody could for a moment have accurately prognosticated the enormous traffic that would occur
between Sydney and Parramatta when that line was made.
312. Chairman"'] Is it not a fact that more than two-thirds of the present population of North Shore
would not he served by this line of railway at all ? I quite think so. _
313. That would be the whole of the residents to the east of the line, and up to the 3-mile point ? Tes.
314. The bulk of the inhabitants of North Shore live at that part ? The bulb of the inhabitants of North 
Shore live, you may say, within a very short radius of the Court-house, and do not require a railway at 
all. It is exactly the same thing with Sydney. I suppose that nine-tenths of the inhabitants of Sydney 
do not want a city railway at all.
315. What would you say is the present population that would be served by this line ? I do not know.
316. Do you know the population of the North Shore ? I do not.
317. Mr. Dowel.] Whereabouts in St. Leonards do you reside ? About -| a mile up the main road from
Milson’s Point. 318.
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318. You know the route of the proposed line ? Pretty fairly.
319. You know the country through which the present extension has gone ? I do.
320. The length of that is about 10 miles ? Yes. I have not been all along the line ; but I have been on
it at several points. '
321. What population do you consider there is on this line at present ? I do not know.
322. Is there much settlement ? There is a pretty fair amount of settlement.
323. What do you call a pretty fair amount? I know that about Bussell's there are a good many houses, 
but I could not tell you whether there are 100, 200, or how many.
324. Along the line already constructed what settlement is there ? There are people residing there 
farmers and fruit-growers.
325. How many? I could not tell you at all. .
326. No considerable number ? There are a good number here and there. Tnere are houses ail about. 
326|. Prom what you state then there is a very sparse population at the present time along the section 
already constructed? I believe there is much more poulation there now than there was between Sydney 
and Parramatta when that line was constructed.
327. Has the population increased since the line was constructed? Yes.
328. Much? Yes. . . , . , ,, , v
329. Can you tell me how much ? No ; but I know that several of my friends have gone out thereto
330. You do not anticipate that there will be very much goods traffic upon this line ? Not very much. 
It is a question about which I do not know much. I have looked upon this as a suburban hne.
331. Are vou aware that this route would be shorter from Newcastle than the present route . Acs.
332. How'much? Ten or 12 miles, I believe. T ,, * , .i ,
333. Still you do not expect any revenue on it except from passenger traffic ? 1 think there would he a 
slight chance of goods traffic, and there might be more hereafter; but I do not think that the goods traffic 
would be very great. I fancy that the coal traffic would probably stop at the Hawkesbury, where they 
have deep water. Wool and heavy bulkgoods might be brought that way for the convenience of loading ; 
but I know so little about goods traffic that I would rather say nothing about it. If there is a goods traffic 
there will be plenty of deep water frontage all round Lavender Bay. There will be an actual wharf area
larger than that at the Circular Quay. „ Tf
334. What area of land do you own on this particular route? I have a l-22nd interest m /2 acres of
land near Bussell’s—about 3| acres. n tt i.- m
335. Would many land-owners be benefited by the construction of this line ? Unquestionably. _
336 Do you think that the land along the route would be materially increased m value . Materially. 
If people could get an elevation of from 300 to 700 feet within 5 or 10 miles, of the post-office, a very large 
number of them would go there, supposing they had railway communication which would bring them into
their offices in about half an hour. • ,
337. Do you think it a fair and reasonable proposal that the large land-owners, who you say would be 
materially benefited by the line, should be taxed to a certain extent ? With regard to other people I can
not say; but I should be happy to bear my share of such taxation if there were any legislation which would 
render it feasible.
338. Kir. Lee.l You are acquainted with the existing tram-line? Yes.
339. Does it run through a fairly populated portion of North Shore ? It does ; it runs through the most

340. Are you aware whether it is paying interest on working expenses ? I should say that probably it does 
not; but we must bear in mind that that tramway cost three or four times as much as it ought to have done.
341. Have you any idea of what it cost per mile ? I have been told outside about. £7o,000; but Mr.
Abbott, I think, said lust now £50,000. It is generally considered over there that it cost vastly more 
than it had any right'to have cost. It ought to have cost about £18,000 without rolling stock ; and it 
would have paid very well on that. „ ,, T^r-, ,
342. It is very freely used by the residents living at some considerable distance from the Milson s iffiint 
Wharf ? It is used all along. You find passengers taking it to reach the first stopping place, about a
quarter of a mile along the road. , „ _ . • i.i. j. „„„„343. Do not a large number of the residents walk from Bidge-street ? Unquestionably the tramway
cannot take them all down. ., . -nt„
344. At the present time a certain proportion of the residents walk to and from the steam-boat. INo 
doubt about it. I generally walk down from my place though the tram passes my door. I prefer to walk.
345. These people would still walk if the railway were constructed? All the people living near the 
Point, or at least a very great number of them would. I should think that when you get out to about the 
11-mile—nearly 2 miles out—passengers would begin to use it, just as they begin to use the railway at

346. Prom the 11-miles outward the population is the least—it is most scattered ? Unquestionably. .
347. Could you tell the Committee whether there is any quantity of land beyond the 11-mile . _ -there is 
a good deal of land which was not sold last year, but how much I cannot tell you. There is Crown

348. Within easy reach of the proposed line ? The line, I think, impinges on one end of this Crown land. 
A subdivision was made near Eoslyn and Lynfield last year, and the railway passed quite close to the 
corner of that. The land spreads out a mile or two from it, I think only part of the land there was sold.
349. I presume that your remarks in general apply to the traffic over the whole line between Hornsby
and Milson’s Point? Yes. „ .. r, ,i ^
350. They will not apply principally to the small piece now under the consideration of the Committee . JN o.
351. You are dealing with the line as a whole ? _ I am dealing with the suburban extension as a who e.
352. You call the extension from Hornsby to Milson’s Point a suburban extension . . eS- .
353. Do you think there is likely to be any amount of goods traffic to come in that direction . It is a 
matter about which I said I do not know very much. My own impression is that there will not be muc i 354

354. Then this line must be looked upon essentially as a passenger line ? That is the point from which I
have considered it. I have no doubt that there will be some goods traffic, and some through passengers^ 
but I have not gone into that at all. It is as a suburban passenger line that I have looked upon__n 
principally. ■ ’ ‘
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BrSw Esq ?’55' HaVe y0,U est'imatecl- wllat t,le interest and working expenses will be upon the section as a whole ? I 
^ 1’ , na7e not. I have not gone into any figures, because I have felt that they must necessarily be illusory. I 

10 Oct., 1889 ^ink that nobody could possibly have calculated forty years ago, when the line to Parramatta was con
structed, what the future traffic would be.
356. Because of the great amount of settlement that has taken place in the western suburbs in conse
quence of the railway extension there, you assume that the same thing will take place on the North Shore 
line ? I do ; and being able to get a great elevation so close to town, will be an extra inducement.
357. Do you know anything of the Illawarra extension within 11 miles of the city p No, except generally. 
I know that a large settlement has taken place there.
358. Do you know whether as much settlement has taken place there in the same proportion as on the 
suburban line ? I do not think there has been time enough to show whether it will be as great. I think 
it has been faster, but we must bear in mind that Sydney is a larger city now than it was when the rail
way to Parramatta was built.
359. Taking the most favourable view of the matter, this line must necessarily be a losing concern for 
some years to come? I do not think that it can be a losing concern for very long.
360. The portion of the line immediately under consideration, the interest on the cost of which will be 
nearly £12,000 a year, must necessarily be a losing concern; but taking it as a whole it will not be? 
Taking it as a whole it will not. The Government have spent nearly £200,000 on the line already, and 
if it is not taken down to some place such as Milson’s Point, it will be spoiling the ship for a pennyworth 
of tar. It would be like as if we had started our main railways from Newtown instead of from Eedfern
361. Would an additional cost of £262,000 place the country in a better position ? I certainly think it 
would. If a man built a house at an expense of £2,000, and it would cost another £500 to put a roof on 
it, I should say that it would be better to put a roof on it; so I think that the Government having spent 
so much on the railway, should spend something more to make it useful.
332. The total cost of the line from Hornsby to Milson’s Point would in round numbers be £500,000 ? Tes. 
363. Is there a population along the route at the present time to pay the interest on that and the working 
expenses ? I do not think there is. °
361. Consequently the line must for some time be a losing concern ? Tes.
365. But m your opinion the population will increase rapidly, and there will, therefore, be an increase in
the traffic ? Tes. .
366. Tou think the passenger traffic will increase to such an extent that it will make the line payable ? Tes.
367. This is simply your opinion; you have not worked the matter out? That is my opinion, based on 
what nas happened with regard to the other suburban lines. With reference to the proposal to extend 
the line to Cremorne, I may say that the object of persons wishing to come by the railway will be to get to 
some point near the city Post Office, and Milson’s Point is, therefore, the best terminus of the line. There 
is already excellent passenger and vehicular steamer accommodation from there to the city, and should it 
be intended to take the railway into Sydney without going to the expense of a high-level bridge it could be 
taken from there more readily by punts, and if the Sydney railway were brought to the Circular Quay as 
projected, there would be a through connection made.
368. Chairman.] Such a connection could not be made if the line were brought to Cremorne ? No. I
may also say that without any artificial encouragement at all the traffic has come down to Milson’s Point 
showing that that is the natural point for the traffic to come to. Any attempts to bring it from Dawes’ 
Point and Windmill-street to Blue s Point have failed. The route to Cremorne by train would be 1J 
mile longer by rail, and 24 acres of additional land would have to be resumed. I have heard that one of the 
proprietors of that land said that the railway would put £40,000 into his pocket. When the passengers 
by the train got to Cremorne they would have to come f of a mile back by water ; they would be over
carried to that extent. Then the railway at Milson’s Point would command the whole of the water-frontage 
and could be extended from Lavender Bay around to Kirribilli; in fact there is as much water-frontage 
available there as there is on this side of the harbour. Taking the line round by Cremorne would be like 
taking the railway into Sydney by the back of Surry Hills to Potts’ Point. Cremorne is also very much 
exposed to southerly winds from the north-west to the south-west. I have known ships to dra°- their 
anchors there and trail on to the rocks. Lavender Bay, on the other hand, is fully sheltered, and there 
is a large amount of Government land there already reserved and available for use. '
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TUESDAY, 15 OCTOBEE, 1889.
Jlrramt:—

JOSEPH PALMEE ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaieman).
The Hon. Eeedeeick Thomas Humpheet. William Speingthoepe Dowel, Esq.
Jacob Gaeeaed, Esq. Chaeles Aleeed Lee, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed railway to connect the North Shore Eailway with the
deep waters of Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point.

J. Hobson, 
Esq.

To Got,, 1889.

James Hobson, Esq., sworn, and examined :—
369. Chairman^ Are you a resident of St. Leonards ? I am a resident of North Willoughby.
370. How long have you been residing there ? About seven years. ° *

T<?U ®r.® a “wspaper proprietor, are you not ? I am. I also hold a seat in the Municipal Council 
ot Aorth Willoughby, and I am tolerably familiar with what is taking place.
372. Tou know the line that has already been constructed from Hornsby towards the Crow’s Nestp I
know every part of it. ’
373. And you know that it is proposed that that line should be carried to deep water at Milson’s Point ?
I do. r '
374. Do you know what the line has cost up to the present time ? I know it from the newspaper reports
375. £180,000 in round numbers ? Tes. ^ '
376. And there is a further estimated cost of £262,000 to extend the line 2 miles and 72 chains to the 
deep water. Will you tell the Committee what you have to say in reference to that proposal? I

notice
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notice one or two matters have transpired with regard to the carriage of coal, and also that no provision J. Hobson, 
is being made for goods traffic. As a matter of fact, no Newcastle coal will travel along this line, but coal ' ‘
from the west for the supply of North Shore. The whole of the coal from the mountains will come by 15^t*~”lS89 
this line, and would be of great advantage to the local brick manufacturers, who muster in very great , 7 ‘
force, as you are probably aware, in St. Leonards, and particularly about Gore Hill and Chatswood. The . 
cost of mountain coal at the railway station, Sydney, is 14s. per ton. The cost of trucking it round, say 
to Gore Hill, would probably be a couple of shillings a ton more. There would, therefore, be a saving to 
the brickmakers of 3s. per ton, as at the present moment Newcastle coal costs them 19s. a ton at the kiln.
377. Have you formed any estimate of what quantity of coal would be required to supply the brickmakers 
and the public of North Shore? There are at present on the North Shore five steam brick manufactories.
At the largest of these the consumption of coal is 30 tons per week. I have not the figures as to the .
Consumption at the others, but probably they would consume on an average one-fourth of what the land 
company’s works consume. Thirty tons per week is their minimum consumption.
378. That would be about 60 tons per week altogether ? Yes, that is for brickmaking purposes. Then,
again, there is the supply of St. Leonards, which I think to a large extent will come by this railway ; I 
mean the supply for household purposes. The population of the borough of Willoughby, as near as' we 
can estimate it at the present time, is 2,650, and their supplies of fuel and stores would to some extent 
come by this railway. _
379. What is the distance from Strathfield to Willoughby by this railway? Over 20 miles. _
380. And what is the distance from the Eailway Station, Sydney, to Willoughby by road ? About 8^ miles.
Another matter I would like to draw the Committee’s attention to is the large amount of road metal that 
is used in St. Leonards. You are aware that every borough now is using road metal in preference to the 
ordinary sandstone, and that supply will also come from Emu Plains, for I understand from the Eoads 
and Bridges Department that it can be got at a cheaper rate ; in fact, the Department has already received 
its first consignment of road metal at Gordon. That cost 7s. per load at Emu Plains. I am unable to 
say what it is, as I have not gone into figures, but we may anticipate the whole of the supply of road metal 
for St. Leonards will come from that source. Last year the Government consumption of road metal at 
St. Leonards was 4,550 cubic yards. Another matter I would like to draw the Committee’s attention to 
is the amount of Government land that would be benefited by the construction of this railway. About 
nine months ago the Government sold a subdivision at Gordon, consisting of 500 acres—Lindfield is the 
name of the station—and 567 acres of the same subdivision remain unsold. At Hornsby, about the same 
period, they sold 915 acres of a subdivision, and there are'still 116 acres subdivided and ready for sale.
The plan which I have here shows that within 3 miles of this railway at Hornsby the Government have
3,000 acres of land designed for public auction. _
381. Mr. Garrard.'] What is the area still unsold ? The area unsold, irrespective of those 116 acres, is
3,000 acres, which are not yet subdivided.
382. Mr. Ktmphery.] Within what distance ? The farthest distance is 3 miles from the line of railway. .
383. Chairman.] Do you know what is the total population of the North Shore ? About 30,000.
384. Does that include Manly Beach ? Yes. '
385. Gordon and Willoughby ? Yes ; the whole electorate of St. Leonards. _
386. The bulk of that population resides to the east of this proposed line of railway, does it not ? It does.
387. What proportion of it would you say resides to the east of this railway;—would you say five-eighths
or six-eighths ? I should say quite two-thirds. ...
388. Then this line of railway would not serve those two-thirds at all as a means of communication with
the metropolis ? No, it would not. . _
389. The denser part of the electorate of St. Leonards would not be served, by this railway ; I mean that 
part where the population is densest? No, it would not.
390. We were told by Mr. Bradley the other day that, as a matter of fact, this line of railway would not 
serve the population of St. Leonards at all except beyond 3 miles from Milson’s Point? I don’t agree 
with Mr. Bradley. I think this railway will serve a population a mile from Milson’s Point.
391. Prom the Crow’s Nest upwards ? I think about the Euroka Estate, Bay Eoad, and Berry’s Bush—
that part which I understand is to be subdivided. Population settling there would be served by this 
railway. .
392. How far is that from Milson’s Point—about 11 miles, is it not? A little over a mile, I think. _
393. Do you know the estimated cost of working expenses and interest for this 2 miles and 72 chains ?
I don’t remember the estimate as to the working expenses, but I think it was stated the interest would be 
about £12,000 a year.
394. £11,945 interest, and working expenses. What probability is there of any part of that being repaid
by this railway ? Certainly not any at the outset. I do not think it could be expected. .
395. Do you think the working expenses would be paid by it? I would not like to say that. .
396. We are told they would be £2,775 a year;—do you think that these 2 miles and 72 chains would
earn enough to pay those working expenses ? I do not think that the railway would pay at all at the 
outset, whether the terminus remains where it is or is removed to Milson’s Point. £12,090 does not seem 
to me to be such a very large item, when I know, as a matter of fact, that a hotel now being built in the 
city will bave to pay interest on £15,000. _ _
397. Mr. Garrard?^ You said just now you expected that goods would be brought down by this railway;— 
is it at all likely that goods will be sent round from the city of Sydney, a distance of about 27 miles ?
No, I did not mean that. I meant there will be a large amount of traffic from the Point to Hornsby, 
goods being conveyed for the use of those who are settled along the line. There is a large number of 
manufactories on the line—several large pottery works. There is one pottery works where £10,000 has 
been sunk by private enterprise.
398. But the principal portion of those works would be served by the line already constructed, without 
its coming any further down, would it not ? To some extent it would.
399. The greater number of those brick-works are on the line at present constructed ? Yes.
400. And therefore have nothing at all to do with the proposed extension ? Oh yes, they would.
401. In what way ? The shipment of bricks. At present a large number of bricks is taken away to 
the coastal ports.
402. Can you tell us the number of bricks that have been taken away by coastal boats from North Shore ?
Most of Manly has been built with bricks from North Shore. 403.
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403. That would not amount to many millions of bricks would it ? No; but it is one item in the carrying. 
I do not think it would be a very large one, but it is one item in the matter, and road metal is another.

15 Oct 1889 With reference to road metal ;■—-you have spoken of road metal coming from the Emu Plains ? Tes. 
’’ ‘ 405. Are you aware that the bulk of the road metal used by the Roads and Bridges Department and also

by the various Municipalities of North Shore comes from the southern quarries and not from Emu Plains ? 
I am.

J. Hobson, 
Esq.

406. Are you aware that the southern quarries metal is far superior to the Emu Plains metal P I am not 
aware of the relative qualities of the two metals.
407. Mr. Zee.] Tou mentioned that there were five steam brick-works on the North Shore? Tes.
408. How' many of these are located at Gore Hill ? Three.
409. And the line at present being constructed from Pearce’s Corner passes close to Gore Hill ? Tes ; 
the line passes almost through one of the works.
410. Consequently those brick-works would be supplied with coal irrespective of the extension of the line 
to Milson’s Point? Tes; those three brick-works would.
411. So, in calculating the revenue to be derived from the extension to Milson’s Point, the carriage for 
those three brick-works must be left out? As far as coal is concerned, yes.
412. Are not the unsold Crown lands at Gordon and Hornsby made accessible at the present time by the 
Homebush to Waratah line? Not those at Gordon.
413. Gordon will be rendered accessible by the construction of the line from Hornsby to the Crow’s Nest, 
when the railway is finished to Gore Hill? No, it would not be accessible.
414. It is situated conveniently to Gore Hill, is it not ? Tes.
415. How far is the unsold land at Gordon from the line at present constructed ? It is by the side of the 
railway. A portion of that which was sold came right up to the railway line. The greatest distance 
would be 2 5 miles from Lindfield railway station.
416. I presume you wish the Committee to understand from the tenor of your remarks that, if this line 
were constructed to Milson’s Point, many persons would be induced to purchase land and settle at Gordon 
and other places ? Undoubtedly.
417. And therefore create a certain amount of traffic over the line? Tes. I think a very large settle
ment would take place on this line. I know many people who are anxious to live in Willoughby or 
beyond, but who will not put up with the inconvenience of travelling by ’bus.
418. But under any circumstances only about one-third of the population of the St. Leonards electorate 
could possibly be served by this railway? I should think so.
419. Speaking of the line as a whole from Hornsby to Milson’s Point, the estimated cost of which would
be £443,000, and the interest upon which would be £15,470, and the working expenses (say) £6,000, or a 
total annual cost of £21,470—can you give the Committee any idea how this or any portion of this money 
is likely to be raised either by passenger or by goods traffic ? I can only say that if the railway be extended 
to Milson’s Point there will be a much faster settlement on that line than has ever taken place on any 
line in the Colony. "
420. Can you give the Committee any figures as to the western extension or the Illawarra extension 
within an easy radius, so as to guide the Committee as to what the increase of traffic would be ? I know 
it has been very great on the Illawarra line.
421. Can you give the Committee any figures ? I have not prepared any figures.
422. It must be obvious to you that the amount per ticket received from passengers carried on a line 
2 miles and 21 chains in length would necessarily be very small ? It would.
423. Consequently the railway would have to carry a very large number in order to receive anything like 
a large amount of revenue ? It would have to carry a great number.
424. Tour idea as to the carrying of goods from Milson’s Point towards Hornsby, along that route, is 
based upon an individual opinion of your own ? Tes, on an individual opinion of my own ; but I have 
watched the progress of the district very much, and it must be obvious to anyone watching it that the 
population is increasing very largely, and would do so still more if there were convenient means of 
communication with the places where people went to settle. The land which this line would open up is 
far superior to that already settled upon.
425. Mr. HumpherijDo you think the population would be sufficiently served by an extension of the
tramway to join the railway at the Crow’s Nest ? I do not think it would. I do not think any tramway 
in existence is satisfactory to the travelling public. '
426. That is with regard to the cost of the extension ? I think that if the tramway were extended, this 
proposed extension of the railway would eventually have to be carried out. I may be rather sanguine in 
my anticipation with regard to the future of North Shore, but I think an enormous population would be 
settled on that line.
427. That is beyond the Crow’s Nest? Beyond Gore Hill—about "Willoughby and Lindfield, and right 
out to Hornsby.
428. What is the distance from Milson’s Point to Gordon ? About 6 or 7 miles.
429. And you anticipate that the traffic that will eventually support this railway will be beyond the
Crow’s Nest ? Tes; that is where I look for the largest settlement. .
430. Between the Crow’s Nest and Milson’s Point there will be comparatively little traffic ? Well, 
St. Leonards is already built on right up to the Berry Estate, and that is a block to the settlement of the 
district in that direction.
431. Tou anticipate all the profitable traffic will be beyond the Crow’s Nest ? Tes ; I do not think the 
present population of North Shore worth considering compared with the prospective traffic.
432. So that although this extension, which will cost about a quarter of a million for 2 miles, will not be
profitable in itself, it will carry traffic beyond which will be profitable ? Tes ; I look to traffic bevond 
Crow’s Nest. "
433. Tou look not to the present earnings, but to the future ? I look to the future.
434. Mr. Dowel.] Can you say what distance coal from the mountains would have to be carried so as to 
be used by North Shore people ? I am guided in my statement as to that by the fact that coal is 
delivered at Redfern and thereabouts at 14s. per ton.
435. But you cannot say what distance the coal would have to be carried ? No ; but probably the extra 
cost would be Is. 6d. per ton, or perhaps 2s.
436. Supposing this line were constructed, would not the coal have to be carried a shorter distance than

at
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at present;—you have said that coal would be brought from the mountains for consumption by the North 
Shore people; canyon say how many miles the coal would have to be carried before it reached North 
Shore ? I cannot say the number of miles.
4f37. What particular mountain coal do you refer to ? What I said applies to all mountain coal.
438. On both lines P No, the Western lino.
430. Can you say whether this extension would pass through any large estates ? No, I do not think it 
would, except the Berry Estate. The Government is the largest proprietor, and I think Berry would 
come next. - . -
440. The line, if constructed, would pass throijgh a large estate ? Not many, mostly small holdings, I 
think, such as orchards. 1 do not know any large estate that the line would pass through.
441. You anticipate that the land in the immediate neighbourhood of the railway would be very materially 
increased in value if the railway were constructed P I am sure it would.
442. Do you think it would be a fair thing to tax to a certain extent the holders of that land ? I think
it would be fair if all owners of land adjacent to railways were taxed. '
443. But dealing with this particular line which wmuld cost so much money for only 2 miles and a few 
chains, and from which you have shown that not much revenue could be anticipated, do you think it would 
be a fair thing to ask the owners of land who will be materially benefited by the construction of the line 
to contribute something in the shape of taxation ? I do not think a proposal of that kind could be worked.

J. Hobson,^ 
Esq.

15 Oct.; 1889.

Charles Cyrus Bullock, Esq., sworn and examined :—•
444. Mr. Garrard.'] What is your profession ? I am a licensed surveyor. C. C. Bullock,
445. Are you a resident of North Shore? I am not now, but 1 was from 1877 to 1886. Es<l-
446. You are familiar with the w’hole of the country round about ? Yes, perfectly familiar wfith every t \
part of it. >13 J 15 Oct., 1889.
447. You are aware of the proposed route for this extension of the railway from the present terminus at 
Crow’s Nest to Milson’s Point ? Perfectly.
448. Do you think the best route has been chosen for the purpose of reaching the deep waters of the 
harbour ? Yes ; 1 think the Milson’s Point route is the best. I have prepared a report ■which 1 have here 
and it might save time if I were to read it.
449. Chairman.] Yes ; and we will take it as part of your evidence.

The witness then read the following report:—
North Shore Railway.

Objects of railway.
To afford a means of access from Sydney to the lands lying between St. Leonards and Hornsbj'. To connect, event

ually, the northern and southern railways, either by a high-level bridge across the harbour from Blue’s Point to Flagstaff 
Hill, or by steam-punt to Fort Macquarie or "Dawes’ Point, to one of which places the city railway will probably be extended.

Terminal point of railway.
But little need be stated to show that of the two proposed route’s to the waters of Port Jackson, that to Milson's Point 

is superior in every respect. The official estimate of the cost of construction of the Cremorne route is £285,000 as against 
£262,000 for the cost of the construction and resumptions on the Milson’s Point route. The length of the extension to 
Cremorne Point is nearly twice the length of that to Milson’s Point, and consequently the area of land to be resumed would 
be twice as great. Assuming the land to be only half as valuable as that on the Milson’s Point route, the cost for resump
tions would be £135,000, making a total cost of £420,000, or £158,000 more than the total cost of the Milson’s Point route.
The distance from Hornsby Junction to Cremorne Point is 14 miles 22 chains, to Milson’s Point, 12 miles 72 chains, a 
difference of 1 mile 30 chains in favour of the latter route. The distance from Cremorne Point to Circular Quay is 1J miles ; 
from Milson’s Point it is f of a mile. Notwithstanding the greater length of the Cremorne route, better grades cannot be 
obtained than those on the Milson’s Point route. This will be readily understood when it is reipembered that it traverses 
for more than 2J miles country which is more elevated than its point of departure. The Milson's Point route follows the 
natural features of the country, and gradually descends until it strikes the water-level of Lavender Bay. The Cremorne 
Point route would compel all persons travelling between Sydney and Hornsby and other places on the line, to be carried 4J 
miles further than they would be by the.Milson’s Point route. Neither would the Cremorne Point route suit local traffic.
The cable tramway in Miller-street commands the traffic to within a half mile to the east of it, while the residents on the 
routhern side of the Military Road would be better served by the ferry service in Neutral Bay. The residents of the Spit 
Road and Mossman’s Bay would not travel by it, because they also would be better served by the ferry service to that bay.
Neither would the residents of Cremorne patronize it, because they would be within a walking distance of a ferry. There 
is no ferry service to Berry’s Bay, consequently the Milson’s Point route would command all passenger traffic as far as 11J 
miles point. For passengers travelling between Hornsby and St. Leonards, stations at Walker-street, Bay Eoad, and 
Edwards Road, would be of great convenience to them. It is stated, as an argument in favour of the Cremorne Point route, 
that to the Government belongs the water frontage there. It is by no means certain that the Government could take pos
session of it without paying for it, but in any case it would only be 100 feet in depth, and that would be insufficient. At 
Bradley’s Head, and at Middle Head there are several hundreds of acres of Crown lands, not in strips of 100 feet in depth, 
but in solid and compact blocks. Neither is there any doubt as to whom it belongs. If, therefore, the terminal point should 
be governed by the fact that the land belonged to the Government, either of the two places mentioned is superior to Cremorne.
Should the Cremorne Point route be adopted, it would be necessary to connect with abridge across the harbour from Blue’s 
Point to Flagstaff Hill, to construct a branch line of about 2 miles in length. To connect the bridge with the Milson's 
Point route, the branch line would be only a | mile in length. It is also urged that Cremorne Point possesses superior 
advantages over Milson’s Point for shipping purposes. Such is not the case, however, and the plans which I shall presently 
exhibit will prove it. The advocates for the Cremorne Point route endeavour to show that, if it were constructed to that 
point, a large amount of coal would be carried by it for exportation purposes. From inquiries I have made at Newcastle, I 
find that coal can be taken by steamers from Newcastle, and placed in a ship’s hold or upon any wharf in Sydney harbour 
for a sum under but not exceeding 4s, per ton. From Newcastle to Cremorne Point, by the railway route, the distance is 
nearly 96 miles, and reckoning the freight at only Id, per ton per mile, the freight for a ton would be 8s., or 100 per cent, 
more than by water. Another objection, which would render the carriage of coal by railway from Newcastle to Port 
Jackson impossible, would be the amount of money that would have to be sunk in the construction of coal waggons. In 
Newcastle the waggons are generally used twice a day, whilst if they were sent to Cremorne, they could not be usedoftener 
than once a day, or probably only once in two days. Last year 667,000 tons of coal weie exported to Melbourne alone, 
being an average daily export of 2,000 tons. To bring this amount to Cremorne Point would require about twenty engines 
and 330 coal-waggons. Such steamers as the “ Wastwater,” “ Era,” and “ Age,” can carry about 4,000 tons each, as much 
ns could be brought by foi-ty engines in 660 trucks. It is frequently stated that large coal is damaged by being carried in 
ships. I find, however, that the maximum amount of damage is 1 Jd. per ton.

Necessity for extending the railway to Milson's Point.
I take it for granted that the North Shore railway must touch the harbour at some point, and I consider that I am 

justified in assuming, from the evidence which I have adduced, that Milson’s Point is the proper terminus ; and,I shall 
now proceed to show the necessity for, and the desirability of, extending it to that point.

271—c Ths
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Q. C. Bullock, The present instalment of the line has cost £187,000, and to extend the tramway to meet it at St. Leonards station will
Esq. cost, including permanent way, extra engine power, and land, at least £43,000—making a total cost of £230,000. To extend 

r—.—a—the railway to Milson’s Point, the estimated cost, including £135,000 for resumption, is £262,000. From this sum, however, 
.15 Oct. 1889. the value of the lands and houses over the tunnel, and of other properties which need not he destroyed, must be deducted 

* therefrom. The value may be safely stated at £32,000, which brings down the cost to £230,000. I particularly desire to
impress upon the Committee the fact that the resumptions include about 2,000 feet of deep-water frontage to Lavender 
Bay. This water frontage can readily be utilised for wharfage purposes, and I have no hesitation in stating that, should 
the railway be taken to Milson’s Point, this asset alone will in ten years hence be worth at least a quarter of a million. I 
may point out that in consequence.of the physical features of the land between the water frontage and the roads at back, 
the properties, as held by the present proprietors, are by no means as valuable as might be supposed, inasmuch as they can 
be approached only by water. In the hands of the Government, as a solid block, proper means of egress at the rear could 
be made.

Another important fact must be taken into consideration, viz., the Crown lands situated on the railway in the district 
of Gordon. Had it not been for the railway these lands would have had little value, and if the railway be not extended to 
the harbour, lam of opinion that their value will be reduced by one-half. In September, 1888, about 1,200 acres of land 
situated near Lindfield station were submitted to public auction, and about 500 acres were sold, realising a sum of £33,000. 
A little later about £3,000 wras realised from Crown lands near Hornsby. Thus £36,000 has been actually received by the 
Government, and the cost of the railway may be credited with this amount. The balance of the Lindfield subdivision, at 
£50 per acre, is worth £35.000, at which sum it could be readily disposed of after the extension of the railway had been 
completed. There are about 10,000 acres of Crown lands improved in value by this railway, which are worth, at £20 per 
acre, about £200,000. It is thus seen that the Government is the largest landowner along the line, and that its interest in 
this respect should be considered with, not apart from, the railway proposal.

Whilst I am of opinion that the North Shore railway, if extended to the harbour, will, in the course of four or five 
years, be one of the best paying railways in the Colony, I am not of opinion that of the two proposals—the extension of the 
railway to the harbour or of the tramway to the railway—the question to be considered is whether either proposal will pay 
interest on capital and working expenses, but whether, taking other considerations into view, a better return will not be 
obtained by the larger expenditure in taking the railway to Milson’s Point.

In order to make the line profitable it is self-evident that the greatest facilities should be afforded, not only for the 
creation of a passenger traffic but also for a goods traffic. Whilst the goods traffic in any case may not be large, should the 
line be not extended to the harbour there will assuredly be none at all. I have already shown that Newcastle coal cannot 
be brought by railway to Port Jackson, but as Newcastle coal is forwarded from Darling Harbour by train to the various 
stations on the suburban lines, it is reasonable to suppose that Newcastle coal would be brought by steamer to Milson’s 
Point, there placed in railway trucks and forwarded to the various stations on the North Shore line. Agricultural produce 
of every description, as -well as live stock, are carried by the Northern line to Sydney. The population of the district of 
St. Leonards is nearly 20,000, or nearly J^th of the population of the country. So large a population must necessarily 
require large supplies of both kinds, and these at least should be carried by the railway. Mr. Edwards, a gentleman who 
will supply you with detailed accounts, has informed me that about 45,000 cases of fruit are annually sent from the Gordon 
district to Sydney. The freight on a case for the return journey would probably be 6d., in which case the revenue from 
this source would amount to about £1,100. There are also brickyards and potteries along the line, the products of which 
would be sent by railway to Sydney. Whether or not goods will be permitted to come from the north to Milson’s Point 
largely depends upon the Commissioners for Railways. Considering that the distance to Milson’s Point is 8 miles shorter 
than the distance to Redfern Station, together with the fact that splendid wharfage accommodation at Milson’s Point would 
be available, there is no reason why some of it should not find its way there. •

To connect the railway with the tramway, instead of extending it, would mean the infliction of the maximum amount 
of inconvenience upon passengers, and would retard to a very great extent the settlement of a population along the line. 
St. Leonards station is distant byroad and tramway from Milson’s Point a little more than 2£ miles. Passengers between 
Sydney and Hornsby would have to travel by steamer, thence by tram, and thence by train. To passengers without 
luggage this would be annoying, but to those with luggage, or accompanied by children, or to elderly persons, it would be 
simply intolerable. Should there be any goods traffic? which I doubt very much, it would have to be carted between the 
station and Milson’s Point, and when it is remembered that a hill having an elevation of 325 feet above sea-level has to be 
surmounted on a road which has grades of about 1 in 12, it will be readily understood whether or not the requirements of 
the people would be met by such an arrangement. It may be stated that Redfern station is similarly situated as St. 
Leonards station, but a moment’s consideration will prove the contrary. The physical features between the Redfern station 
and Port Jackson are such that one horse would draw as much as two horses between Milson’s Point and St. Leonards 
station. The city railway also touches Port Jackson, in Darling Harbour. Redfern station is situated within the city, the 
objective point of the passengers travelling thcreco, and it is only a mile from the centre of the heart of it. The objective 
point of passengers from North Shore is also the city, but St. Leonards station is several miles from it. Instead of that 
being the case, however, every facility should be given to reach the city. To passengers travelling to and from the north, 
the North Shore railway wbuld, in a return journey, save 10 miles, and whilst the General Post Office, in the vicinity of 
which the principal hotels are situated, is within a walking distance from Circular Quay, Redfern station is not.

Between Milson’s Point and the present terminus of the tram there are ten stopping-places, and I understand there 
would be eight more if it were extended to the railway, making a total of eighteen. The speed of the tram is about 6 
miles per hour, but calculating it at 8, it would take twenty minutes without stoppages, and about twenty-five minutes with 
stoppages, to reach St. Leonards station. Another five minutes for delay in changing from tram to train brings up the time 
of the journey to twenty-five and thirty minutes for a fast and slow tram respectively. A fast train would reach it in five 
minutes and a slow train in ten minutes. A fast train would reach Hornsby station in the same time a fast tram would 
reach St. Leonards station. From these facts it is shown that, if the tram instead of the train be extended, the return 
journey between St. Leonards station and the other stations on the line will be increased by forty minutes.

I have previously stated that it is not a question as to whether either proposal will pay interest on capital and working 
expenses, but that it is a question as to which proposal would show the least loss or would yield the greatest profit, other 
circumstances being taken into consideration. I have no hesitation in stating, and I shall endeavour to show, that not only 
will the extension result in the least loss at the commencement, but that it will yield the greater profit in a very few years. 
It must be borne in mind that the same amount of rolling stock would be required to work the line to St. Leonards station 
as would be required to work.it to Milson’s Point. From the quarterly report of the Railway Commissioners, ending June • 
last, I find that the working expenses per train mile is 4s. 3d., and for the tramways, 2s. lid. The difference applies to 
only 2i- miles, so that for practical purposes the working expenses for both schemes may be deemed to be the same. The 

. difference between the annual charges of the two schemes is obtained by calculating the interest at 3^ per cent, on the 
difference between the costs of the two schemes. This difference I have already shown to be £180,000, the interest upon 
which is £6,300 per annum.

It cannot be doubted for a moment but that the railway would eventually be extended to the harbour, and there 
can be no doubt but that the quicker it is done the cheaper the cost will be. In 1857 the city railway could have been 
extended to Hyde Park for £80,000. To carry out the extension now would cost £600,000. Should the extension be 
delayed for five or ten years the cost for resumptions would then be about 100 per cent, higher than the present cost. 
Indeed such improvements might be erected upon the properties as would make the extension almost impracticable. As it 
takes about 20^ years for money at 34 per cent, to double itself, it would pay the Government handsomely to resume the 
land now, and let it lie idle until such time as it be required. As reasons for the extension of the line, it must be remem
bered that the resumptions are now obtainable at the minimum cost, that a direct and the most complete service would be 
obtained, and one that would provide for traffic of any description. It would settle twice the number of people upon the 
line, and would create an excursion traffic which should equal, if it should not excel, that upon the Illawarra line. The 
scenery on the North Shore line is equal, if not superior to that on the Illawarra line, and the Hawkesbury River is 

^ distant only 28 miles from Milson’s Point. As many as 20,000 people patronise that line on a public holiday, and as there 
are ten during the year, probably 150,000 persons patronise it for pleasure purposes during the year. If, therefore, it be 
assumed that 50,000 excursionists, including those from St. Leonards, patronised the North Shore line on public holidays 
during the year and reckoning 20,000 to the river at 5s. per head and 30,000 at 2s. per head, the revenue derived from this 
source would be £8,000. Then again a large revenue would be derived from persons from Sydney and St. Leonards who 
would patronise the line on Sundays. It is scarcely reasonable to suppose that advantage would be taken of the railway if 
passengers had to change so often to get to their destinations as would be the case if the tramway scheme were adopted.

The
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The increased cost of the railway scheme is £6.300 per annum, or about £17 per day. A first-class return fare to Gordon, C. C. Bullock, , 
situated about midway on the line, will be Is., and 340 passengers at Is. per day would cover the increased cost. I must Bsq. 
again point out that by securing the water frontages in Lavender Bay a property is secured which can be made to return a / n
revenue, and which in a very few years will be worth more than the cost of the extension. 15 Oct., 1889. -

Population and character of the country through which the railway passes.
In the immediate vicinity of Milson’s Point there are three boroughs, and their populations are as follows :—East St.

Leonards, 5,550 ; St. Leonards, 7,315 ; and Victoria, 3,470, making a total of 16,335. The Borough of North Willoughby, 
which extends from St. Leonards station to the parish of Gordon, and through the centre of which the railway passes, has a 
population of about 2,000. Within this borough, at Chatswood, is situated the site of the elevated reservoirs now in course 
of construction, and which will supply with Nepean water this and St. Leonards districts. The gas-mains are already 
extended within the boundaries of the borough, and the Council has authorized their extention to Chatswood. Chatswood 
station is situated only 4| miles from Milson’s Point, and is situated on a plateau at an elevation of 350 feet above sea-level.
It is magnificently situated for suburban residences, and is infinitely superior, for this purpose to any locality on the
southern side of the harbour. ‘There are two hotels, three churches, and one Public school. There are also shops and
stores and several very fine residences. Besides these there are tanneries, brickyards, and potteries. “ The Great Northern
Hotel” is a favourite training-grefund for athletes, and with proper communication with Sydney, Sheffield handicaps and
other sports, which attract large numbers of people to Botany and other places, will be inaugurated. Steps are being taken to
secure grounds for a racecourse, the meetings of which will also.attract large numbers of people. From Chatswood to
Hornsby the country is magnificent in every respect, and has a gradual rise, the latter place having an elevation of 592 feet
above sea-level. Within these limits there is a population of about 1,140, who are principally occupied in fruit-growing. There ■
are five hotels, three churches, one bank, and three schools. From Porter’s Hill, at Gordon, the South Head light-house
and the Pacific Ocean can be clearly seen. Some of the surrounding hills there are over COO feet above sca-level.

According to the Transit Commissioners there are at the present time running to Willoughby and Gordon four 2-horse 
waggonettes and four 4-horse ’buses. Another application for a new line of ’buses lias also been recently received by the 
Commissioners. From these data some idea of the present passenger traffic may be obtained. Allowing for three relays of 
horses, cost of keeping them, interest and depreciation in stock, wages to drivers, and £500 for profits to the four pro
prietors, I estimate that the revenue received is about £4,000. This gives the daily average earnings of each ’bus at 
£1 7s. 6d., a. sum which appears to me to be rather a low estimate. It should be stated that the greater number of residents, 
as well as visitors, ride or drive, and consequently do not patronise the ’buses.

Comparison of North Shore districts with districts on the Illawarra line.
According to information received from the Statistician, I find that in 1881 the population of the district known as 

Rockdale was 858, and at that time there was only one2-horse ’bus running there. In June last, or about five years after 
the opening of the railway, the population of Rockdale, including Arucliffe, was 3,500, of Kogarah, 2,500, and of Hurstville,
2,000; making a total of 8,000. This development, it should be stated, took place without water and gas conveniences
such as will be at once within reach of the North Shore districts. At the present time those places are not supplied with "
Nepean water. I would also point out that Arncliffe is 5, Rockdale. 6, Kogarah 7, and Hurstville 9 miles from Redfern
Station ; Gore Hill is 3, Chatswood 4, and Gordon only 7 miles from Milson’s Point. The elevation of Arncliffe is 47, of
Rockdale 52. of Kogarah 66, and of Hurstville 214 feet above sea-level. The elevation of Gore Hill, however, is 300, of
Chatswood 350, and of Gordon 500 feet above sea-level.

With a greater population, with better soil, with advantages in elevation and of proximity to Sydney, there are no 
reasons to suppose that settlement will not take place on the North Shore line in as great a ratio as that which has taken 
place on the Illawarra line.

In conclusion, I would point out that in order to obtain a proper conception of the country through which the 
railway passes it is absolutely necessary that the Sectional Committee shall examine the entire length of the line from 
Milson’s Point to Hornsby.
. The following information will give some idea of the vehicular traffic between Milson’s Point and the districts
beyond the junction of North Sydney Road with Lane Cove Road. The returns are for one day only. ■

MIinTTES OP EVIDENCE—NOETH SHOEE EAILWAY. J-a'

From Sydney, towards Lane Cove ............. ;..................... ........................................... 200
,, Lane Cove to Sydney ............................................................................................ 188

. Total ......................................................................... 388

From Sydney to North Sydney........................................................................................ 100
„ North Sydney to Sydney........................................................................................ 118

Total ......................................................................  218

To and from Sydney and Lane Cove ............................................................................  388
„ ,, North Sydney....................................................................... 218

Total ......................................................................... 606

450. Chairman.] "Where did you get those returns about the vehicles that passed? I had a man there on- 
a Saturday from 4 o’clock in the morning till 11 o’clock at night.
451. That is an unusual day, is it not ? I understand a greater number pass there on a Friday.
452. Mr. Garrard^] Do you know the amount of land required for this extension along the eastern shore 
of Lavender Bay ;—what depth from the water ? I presume 2 chains ; that is the usual width.
.453. You spoke of the difficulty of getting up to the high laud from the water, but said that if the 
G-overnment held the land laying between the bay and the road above in one solid block the means of egress 
could be made much easier. If that were done it would he necessary to resume more lands ? Yes, to get 
up to the top.
454. That would increase the cost ? • IsTot very much, for the water frontage is of the chief value,
455. Do you know at how much the cost of resumption has been estimated ? £135,000.
456. Do you think that is a fair estimate ? Yes, I think it is.
457. I suppose that the principal ground for this extension you think is because the present line is in
complete. Supposing that the present line to the Crow’s Nest was not made, do you think we should be 
justified in recommending this North Shore line ? I do. As a private individual I should only he too 
glad to put money in it myself. I think it would he one of the best paying lines round Sydney. There 
is no line outside Sydney that could compare with the North Shore Hne as far as Hornsby.
458. Have you any interest in North Shore ? Yes, I have a very large interest on the North Shore, but 
not at Milson’s Point.

. 459. Chairman^] I see that this railway runs through some of your property ? Yes, hut it makes no 
difference to me whether it goes down to Milson’s Point or not. It is not because I have the land that 
I think it is a fine district, but I bought the land because I thought It was a fine district. ’
460. Mr. Garrard] I suppose you are aware that through passengers would go right round to Bedfern

" and
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and tlie line from Hornsby to Milson’s Point would merely be a branch line ? That I think would depend 
chiefly on the Commissioners. If they ran through trains from Newcastle to Sydney perhaps those very 
flush with money would not take the trouble to come to North Shore, but if through trains were run to 
St. Leonards and Sydney I think a great number of people would come to Milson’s Point, as the distance 
would be 8 miles shorter; a steamer could take them across the harbour to Circular Quay and they would 
be within walking distance of the hotels, which at Eedfern you are not. If a through train went to 
Milson’s Point and passengers were landed on the wharf alongside of which the Government provided 
steamers to take them to Circular Quay, they could be landed right in Sydney, whereas at Bedfern you 
have to get into a tram which takes you at least a quarter of a mile from the principal shops in George-street. 
4(51. I am refening to ordinary through passengers;—do you think that if these conveniences were 
offered to them they would go to Milson’s Point, tranship into a steamer, and on their arrival on this 
side of the harbour get into a cab in order to go to their destinations ? Anyone going to Milson’s Point 
should be taken across the harbour in a punt the same as is done in America, and from the punt they could 
go to their hotel in less time than they could from Eedfern.
462. That means revolutionising the present ferry traffic, does it not? I could not say what the effect 
would be. Prom Milson’s Point to the Post Office by water and land is precisely the same distance as 
Eedfern station is from it. There is no reason why we should not have steamers taking passengers and 
vehicles across the water and landing them at Circular Quay. One of the principal reasons for taking the 
line to Milson’s Point is that there is a ferry service there.
463. I understood that you anticipated that in the near future there would be a bridge from Plagstaff 
Point to Blue’s Point;—would it not be better therefore to take the railway to Blue's Point, and not to 
Milson’s Point ? I say that taking the line to Milson’s Point would best suit the bridge. Milson’s Point 
is higher than Blue’s Point, aud therefore more suitable for a junction with the bridge. If at any time 
the railway were extended from Eedfern to Port Macquarie, or Bawes’ Point, trains could be taken across 
the harbour on punts as is done in America.
464. Do you know any part of the world whei*e trains are taken on punts across such a narrow stretch of 
water with so much traffic? I myself have been across in going from San Prancisco to New York.
465. I am only asking in reference to a narrow water-way;—at the place you have instanced there is a 
long stretch of water, 7 miles, I believe? I do not know of any place so narrow as our harbour, but I 
was speaking of the possibility of a train being taken across.
466. How long do you anticipate it would be before this line would return interest on capital, and pay 
working expenses ? Seeing that the Illawarra line pays now, and has only been constructed five years, I 
think the North Shore line would pay in four or five years.
467. How long do you think it would take to make the line to the Crow’s Nest pay without this extension ? 
I do not think it would pay at all.
468. Were you one of those who agitated for the construction of the line to the Crow’s Nest from 
Hornsby ? No, I was not.
469. Then you think that the people who advocated that line, and were parties to the construction of it 
were simply madmen, or robbing the country-? I think it was very unwise.
470. Mr. l)owel?i You say vou do not anticipate anv coal traffic on this particular line ? Not from 
Newcastle.
471. Prom any other part ? No, I do not think so.
472. Do you not think the*mountain coal could be brought for consumption at North Shore ? Mountain 
coal could be brought there for consumption by the North Shore people, but I do not think it would 
be for exportation. It v'ould have to go to Strathfield first, and from Strathfield to Darling Harbour is 
about 7 or 8 miles, and to get from Strathfield to Port Jackson it would have to travel about 27 or 28 
miles. For exportation purposes the coal would go to Darling Harbour.
473. But as regards the brickmakers, and the North Shore people generally, do you think they would 
use the mountain coal, or do you think it could be brought to them ? I think it could be brought to 
them.
474. And then it would be a source of revenue to the railway ? Yes.
475. Chairman.'] You have said that in ten years you estimate that the water frontage in Lavender Bay 
would be worth £250,000;—what is to make it that value? There is bound to bo goods traffic there. 
There is no reason why ships should not go there and load.
476. Don’t you know as a matter of fact there is not a wharf there, erected either by the Government 
or the Municipal Council, which is paying in the shape of rent interest on the cost of construction ? I did 
not know that. They are asking very high prices. The water frontage could be utilised for bonds.
477. Don’t you know that on the eastern side of Milson’s Point Mr. Milson erected a store with a view 
of making a bond, and has never been able to let it, although it has been there two or three years ? I was 
not aware of that.

P. F.
Richardson,

Esq.

15 Oct., 1889.

P. P. Eichardson, Esq., sworn and examined :—-
478. Mr. Lee.] Are you a resident of the North Shore ? Yes ; I reside at Gordon.
479. Are you acquainted with the proposed extension of the railway from the Crow’s Nest to Milson’s 
Point ? I have some idea of it, but I have never seen the plans.
480. Do you own any land on the proposed railway route ? No.
481. Or on the route from the Crow’s Nest to Hornsby ? Between the Crow’s Nest to Hornsby ; I have 
a small piece of land at Willoughby.
482. Have you prepared any statement to lay before the Committee? No.
483. Any statement you have to make the Committee will be glad to hear, and we can ask you a few 
questions afterwards ; —will you please give us your opinion about this proposal ? The railway, as it is 
left at the Crow’s Nest, would be almost absolutely useless to the residents in my neighbourhood along 
the line. Personally, I could make no use of it at all. Prom my own place now I have to drive 10 miles 
to North Shore, and I should have to drive 2 miles to a railway station further up the line, get out at the 
Crow’s Nest, and take the tram to Milson’s Point. There are a good many other people similarly situated. 
I think the great traffic on the line would be passenger traffic—the paying part of it would be passenger

traffic—
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traffic—and unless tlie communication was pretty direct to the Shore for business people and others going 
• in and out of Sydney, it could not he used by them. Many people are waiting now to build out there so 
soon as the railway is carried to the harbour, so that they could get across to Sydney without difficulty 
either from Milson’s Point or Blue’s Point. I have always thought that Blue’s Point was the best 
place, for I always had a bridge in view, but Milson’s Point or Kirribilli Point would be nearer for 
communication with Circular Quay by means of horse or steam-ferries. With regard to the fruit
growers bringing their fruit to market, a railway to the Crow’s Nest only would not be the slightest use 
to them. They would have to cart their fruit to a railway station, and then from the Crow’s Nest. They 
go straight into Sydney now from my neighbourhood. Upwards of 50,000 cases of fruit come from the 
neighbourhood of G-ordon. . . • ,
484. Do I understand there are 50,000 cases of fruit produced annually in that locality ? Yes ; I think
that is the lowest calculation, and the quantity is increasing. _
485. With reference to the residents and business people of North Shore who have to visit Sydney, you 
do not wish the Committee to understand that the whole of the residents of North Shore are depending 
upon this extension of the railway, or that it would benefit the whole of them ? Of course it would not 
so much affect the people near the Shore. I am speaking of people living at a distance.
4S6. All the people living a certain distance east of the proposed line would not use it ? It could not be 
much benefit to people living near the Military Koad and in that direction.
487. Consequently it could only be of benefit to those already living along the proposed route, aud to
those also who may in years to come settle along that route? Yes. _ •
488. But they are not more than one-third of the present population ? I could not say. I believe the
construction of the line would encourage a very large population to settle along the route, especially from 
the Green Gate. _ , .
489. Have you any idea of the cost of the construction of this extension ? I have no idea about it.
490. Do you think it would be a fair thing to calculate the interest solely on the cost of constructing that 
extension, or that the whole line from Hornshy to Milson’s Point should be taken into account ? I think 
the interest should he calculated on the cost of constructing the whole line'.
491. Have you figured that out ? No, I have not. _
492. Have you any idea of what the first section of the line cost? I think I saw in the paper the other 
day a statement that the cost was about £200,000.
493. Not so much as that, hut about £185,000 ; the cost to Milson’s Point from Hornsby is estimated at
£442,000, and the interest upon that (at 3| per cent.) at £15,470, and the working expenses at £6,000, 
making £21,470 a year now, can you point out to the Committee any possible traffic in the near future 
which will pay a fair proportion of the working expenses and interest on the capital, and, _ if so, how do 
you arrive at it? I have not gone into the calculation so fully as that. So far as I can judge, I do.not 
think the line will ever pay in its present state. I think that the only way to make it pay eventually is to 
extend the line to the Shore. . ... ,
494. Am I correct in summarising your evidence in this way :—that in your opinion the line to the Crow s
Nest would he perfectly useless to the country, or rather, that if it is ever to pay at all it must be extended 
to Milson’s Point ? That is what I meant. ’ ...
495. But you are not prepared to show how the whole section from Hornsby to Milson’s Point will pay 
the working expenses and interest ? Looking at the estimated cost, I do not believe it will pay all at once, 
hut 1 think that with a prospect of a large additional population it will pay eventually. .
496. Now, about the carrying of fruit already raised there, and the quantity of which will no doubt be 
increased, is that sent at present to Redfern station by the main line ? A small quantity of it may be 
sent from Hornshy J unction.
497. Does not the greater portion of it go that way ? No ; it is conveyed to Sydney by horse and cart. 
49S. And the whole quantity produced is estimated at 50,000 cases a year ? Yes ; and a very small 
proportion of it is grown near Hornshy.
499. Is there likely to be any other produce come from there ? No. .
500. ' Has any coal been discovered there;—are there any indications of coal? No. I think there would 
be nothing but fruit and passenger traffic from there.
501. Let me carry you back a few years ; when the first agitation for this line took place a very powerful
argument was that it could be used in connection with the shipping of coal sent from Newcastle, Lake 
Macquarie, Copper Creek, and other places; no doubt you have heard of that argument;—what is your, 
opinion now ? I have not touched on that. _ _
502. No; but what is your opinion of that now ;—do you think that coal would be carried along this
railway and shipped at Port Jackson ? I think there will-be a certain amount; and, especially if proper 
wharfage is constructed at North Shore, there will be a very large traffic. _
503. Having in view the cost of carriage by rail as compared with the cost of water carriage ? I was 
coming to that, and I do not know what the railway carriage would be, as' compared with the sea carriage.
504. "Well, Id. a ton per mile, and the distance will be about 100 miles ? That would be 8s. a ton, and 
that does not seem in favour of the railway.
505. That would be almost prohibitory as against water carriage at 4s ? Yes.

. 506. Supposing the tramway were extended to the Crow’s Nest railway terminus, would that meet the 
convenience of the passengers using that line ? There would always be the inconvenience of changing, 
and the delay caused thereby, and the tram would not run so fast as a train would. No doubt the tram 
service would be some assistance to the railway if it were extended to the Crow’s Nest, but I do not 
think that extension will compare favourably with the extension of the railway itself to the Shore. The 
cost of a tramway would be very much less of course ; hut I think that the railway, if extended to the 
Shore, would eventually pay the extra interest. _
507. Does the present tramway service on the North Shore meet the requirements of the residents there? 
Some people are better able to give an opinion on that matter than I am. I reside so far away.
508. You do not travel much by the tramway ? About once in three months, not more.

■ W. H. M‘Keown, Esq., J.P., sworn and examined ;—■
509. Mr. Humphery.] "Where do you reside ? At Gordon.
510. Are you an owner of land there ? Yes.
511. A large area of land ? About 120 acres. .

P. F.
Eichardson,

Esq.

15 Oct., 1839.

W. H. 
M‘Keown, 

Esq.
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512. How far from the railway Hue ? The railway line passes through my land and takes a portion of the 
frontage. I gave the Government the land they required.
513. Is it anywhere near the station ? A part of it is.

15 Oct., 1889. 514. What distance from Milson’s Point ? I suppose 9-J miles.
515. What elevation is it above sea-level? About 500 feet.
516. Do you know the proposed route for the extension of the railway from the Crow’s Nest to Milson’s 
Point, 2 miles and 72 chains P Yes.
517. Have you been over it? I have not travelled along the proposed route, but I know where it goes.
518. You know what the cost will be—over a quarter of a million ? The extension will not cost that, will it?
519. The 2 miles will cost over a quarter of a million. Do you think that the traffic that will be created
by this extension will pay the working expenses and interest on the cost of construction? I think the 
railway will not pay at all unless the extension is made. It is acknowledged on all sides that the line 
must go to the deep waters of Port Jackson at some time, and I consider that if its construction is delayed 
ten years you will have to pay double or perhaps treble the price -that you will bave to pay now for land. 
In ten years the land resumed for water frontage will be worth all the money that the extension will cost 
now. That is my idea. -
520. "Will the value of the water frontage be increased by the railway coming there ? Yes.
521. Alone? Yes. x x o
522; In what way will it be increased ? Dor wharfage purposes, if the Government were desirous of 
selling or using it.
523. You think there will be goods traffic along the extension ? I do not think there will he much coal 
traffic; but our district is one of the best districts in the Colony for clay and shale. I know beds of pipe
clay 20 feet deep, without a stain of iron in it, which would make very fine pottery, and that would create 
a traffic for coal, and then the goods would have to he conveyed to the water’s edge.
524. Do you think a large population would settle between the Crow’s Nest and Hornsby if this extension 
were carried out ? I have reason to believe so. It is acknowledged to be one of the best suburbs that 
we have. If you travel along the Parramatta Hoad in the winter time you will see floods round the houses, 
hut water can never lie upon the ridges on the North Shore side.
525. Do you think that the population would be well served by connecting the present tramway with the 
railway at the Crow’s Nest? It would not serve producers at all. "We are labouring under a great dis
advantage now in connection with the getting of fruit to market. I can get a load of fruit from Wagga 
Wagga as cheaply as a load of fruit from Gordon. If I have to pay for it by the case I can get it to 
market as cheaply from Wagga Wagga as from Gordon.
526. Do we understand it costs as much to bring a case of fruit from Wagga Wagga to Sydney as from 
Gordon to Sydney ? Some three or four years since I bought a lot of choice grapes at Wagga Wagga, 
and they cost me 9d. a gin case to get them to Sydney ; and if I have to send a lot of fruit to Sydney, and 
hire a dray, it costs me 9d. a case, but of course not with my own teams.
527. Do you wish to make any general statement to the Committee with regard to the desirability or 
otherwise of constructing the proposed extension ? I think that taking a business view of the matter the 
railway ought to be extended to the water’s edge, and will never pay otherwise. Our land is very 
productive. If properly cultivated 5 acres will support a family,
528. You think there will be settlement up there for other than residential purposes—that people will 
settle there in order to cultivate the soil? The back land will be cultivated, and the ridges near the rail
way line will beoccupied by business men. I know several business men who would build at once if they 
were positive about communication with Sydney being established. Several business men have come to 
the district, but got tired of travelling backwards and forwards along the road in wet weather in the 
winter-time, and I am positive we would have a large settlement of Sydney business men if we had a rail
way running to the water’s edge.
529. Mr. LeeP\ Have you any idea of the cost of this extension? I am not positive about the exact 
amount; of course it has been stated.
530. It is estimated to cost £262,000. Your remarks are of a general character, and you, like most of the 
other residents of North Shore, think it would be a great convenience to those residing there, and would 
probably lead to a large number of people settling there in course of years, do you not? Yes.
531. The only question now is, can the country afford to do this at a certain cost. Do you think the 
country is justified in doing it at an annual cost for interest and working expenses of £21,000 ? I think 
it would be a good speculation for the country.
532. But if it would be a good speculation for the country there must be traffic enough to give a return 
of £21,000 a year. "Will there be that traffic ?. I cannot speak positively as to that. Of course the 
railway will make traffic.
533. Have you prepared any statistics to show what the traffic is likely to be ? I have not.
531. Or what the revenue from that traffic is likely to be ? I have not.
535. You simply hold an opinion of your own that in course of time the railway would pay ? The railway 
cannot pay if it is not brought to the water’s edge, and it is reasonable to suppose it will pay in time if it 
be extended. The money which is expended will, in a large measure, be a “ dead horse” if the line be not 
extended to the water’s edge.
536. But you are not prepared to state that if it is brought to Milson’s Point it will give a return of 
£21,000 a year ? No, I am not.
5157. Mr. Garrard.'] Did I understand that you gave the Government land through which the line passes ? 538 * 540 541

538. Was that with the understanding that the line was to be constructed to the water’s edge or to the 
Crow’s Nest? To Blue’s Point or Ball’s Head. '

^°u gfYe the laud on the understanding that the line was to be taken either to Blue’s Point or 
Ball s Head ? Yes.
540. In other words, to the waters of Port Jackson ? Yes. If I recollect rightly, at the time the land
was given the survey was not made to Milson's Point. '
541. When you promised your land was not the proposal that there should be a passenger station at 
°r<j?T 8 "est, and an export mineral station or goods station at Ball’s Head ? There was to have been a

• station at Ball’s Head for coal, but wc always expected the line would go to Blue’s Point. But I wasnot 
influenced by that in giving my land. 549-3

W. H.
M‘Keown,

Esq.
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542-3. That was the first project. Afterwards when the Ball’s Head Hne was removed from consideration, 
was not the matter again submitted to the owners of land, and were they not asked whether if there were 
one station, and one only at Crow’s Nest they would still be prepared to give their land ? It was not 
submitted to me, and I did not hear of its being submitted to any others,
544. Supposing the station remained at the Crow’s Nest would you use it for the purpose of bringing your
produce to it ? No, I would not; I could not. .
545. Supposing this extension were made to Milson’s Point would you use it,? Every case of my fruit 
would come by rail.
546. How far is the nearest point of your place from the railway station ? About a quarter of a mile.
547. Is that what is called Bosedale ? The estate is. .
548. But there is a station called Bosedale, is there not ? It is not named yet, but I (suppose that that 
will be its name.
549. If you brought your produce you would have to cart it a quarter of a mile to the railway station ? 
Yes.

W.H.
M'Keowu,
" Esq.

is^t.Trasg.

550. And from Milson’s Point to the market ?. Tes. • ,
551. Have you gone into a calculation so as to ascertain if it would pay you to do that double carting
instead of having only one loading ? I have. "
552. When once you get a load on to your cart or waggon, as the case may be, an- extra mile does not 
matter much. The cost is in the loading and unloading, is it not ? Tes, but I have calculated that it 
would be to my advantage to send the fruit by rail.
553. Tou are 9| miles from Milson’s Point? About miles.
554. Do you think that people living 6 miles from Milson’s Point would use the railway or put their 
produce in vehicles and bring it in as at present ? There is not much fruit grown 6 miles from Milson’s 
Point.
555. What is the nearest distance ? The greatest quantity of fruit is grown near my place and between 
my place and the junction.
556. Supposing there is a fruitgrower at a distance of 2 miles from your place, do you think it would pay 
him to cart his fruit 2 miles to the railway station, and then from Milson’s Point to the market rather 
than to bring it straight in ? Men who have agents in Sydney will send their fruit that way. There are 
a few persons now near Hornsby who come in with their own loads of fruit and sell it, but the greater 
number send their fruit by rail.
557. That is round the other w'ay ? Tes. . .
558. How far towards Gordon do the people make use of the present line of railway for the carriage of
their fruit ? At the back part, where perhaps there are not many of them more than 2 miles from the 
station. ■
559. How far are you from Hornsby ? Pour miles or more.
560. But if you were within 2 miles of Hornsby would you send your fruit via Hornsby and Strathfield ? 
Tes.
561. So it is only the people near your place and 2 miles bevond you who would send it bv this line ?
They would send it. '
562. It would be cheaper for them but not so profitable for the railway ? Tes.
563. So if the Government provided this means for sending their fruit to market it would be so much 
money in their pocket, but out of the Commissioners ? Persons on this side of Hornsby would send their 
fruit this way and the Hornsby people would probably continue to send it the other way.
564. At all events some of the traffic the Bailway Commissioners are now carrying via Strathfield, would
come a shorter distance ? Very little of it. ,
565. Tou are an old resident of North Shore ? I have been there between forty and fifty years.
566. A very large growth has taken place since you went there ? Tes.
567. With your knowledge of the growth of the place during the last thirty, forty, or fifty years, howr 
long do you estimate it would be before this railway if constructed at a total cost of £260,000 would pay 
working expenses and interest on that money ? That is a question I have no right to attempt to answer.

■Por years we could scarcely get across the water for there was only a little cockle-shell of a punt, and 
the progress of the north side of the harbour has been retarded through the want of proper communi
cation, until within the last ten years.
568. To sutn up then I understand you to be of opinion that if this station remains where it is the line
will be practically useless, and the only means of making it pay will be to extend it to the Shore ? That 
is my opinion. ’
569. Even at the large cost of £260,000 ? That is my settled opinion.

THURSDAY, 17 OCTOBER, 1889.
flrmnt:—

JOSEPH PALMER ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaieman).
The Hon. John Lackey.
The Hon. Eeedeeick Thomas Humpheet.

Jacob Gaeeaed, Esq.
William Speingthoepe Dowel, Esq.

Chaeles Aleeed Lee, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway to connect the North Shore Railway with the deep
waters of Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point.

Dugald Thompson, Esq., sworn and examined :—
570. Chairman.What are you ? A merchant.
571. Where do you reside ? At Kirribilli Point, North Shore.
572. Are you a land-holder in the district ? I am to a certain extent. I have a statement here and it 
has been suggested to me that it would save the time of the Committee if I were to read it. .
573. Very well, will you read it please ?

X am induced to give evidence before this Committee because I have been a resident of Xsmrtli Shore for over twelve 
years, and I feel an interest in, and am well acquainted with, its characteristics, its resources, and its past progress ; also because,

D. Thompson, 
Esq.

17 Oct., 1889.
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D. Thompson, as a member of a local committee on the Railway question, I hare giren much consideration to the subject. It may be well 
Esq. to state that I have, so far as I know, neither direct nor indirect interest in any property along the route of the present line.

^ Companies in which I have shares do own some land about Milson’s Point, but my proportion of such holdings is not, I
17 Oct, 1889. believe, at the most over £200 in value, and other properties are held in a similar way near the proposed Cremorne route, so 

that in giving a preference to a particular route, my opinion is at least free from any bias of pecuniary interest. In my 
evidence I will omit, so far as I can, the points I have noticed by published reports to have been fully pressed on your atten
tion ; and will avoid those strictly professional arguments which, whilst most important, have been, and will be, better urged by 
professional witnesses. Three main propositions have been put forward in connection with the railway. First.—That tlie 
line be opened with its present terminus, and that no connection whatever be made between it and Port Jackson. Second,— 
That an extension of the line be made to the deep waters of Port Jackson. Third,—That the railway be not extended, but 
that the tram line be extended to the railway. It is hardly necessary to refer to the first proposition, it being difficult to believe 
that it could be seriously proposed to leave a costly railway line with its terminus in an unpopulated locality, and a serious 
break between it and the traffic which it was meant to serve, and from which its revenue must be derived. If it is seriously 
urged, then the reasons in favour of tlie second proposition, and against the third, can be applied with greater strength against 
such a proposal. Tlie second proposition meets, I undertake to say, with tlie almost unanimous approval of the residents of 
the Shore, any difference of opinion being simply one of route as affecting particular interests. Numerous routes have been 
considered, but owing to engineering difficulties, or other objections, only two—Cremorne and Milson’s Point—have received 
any strong support. I will not repeat the arguments so fully used against the Cremorne route, of its circuitous course, 
which -would certainly make travellers to the city leave the trains miles before reaching Cremorne, nor of the extra time of tlie 
journey, which extra time—itself a loss—would have to be paid for, thus entailing a further loss to travellers ; nor of the 
higher cost of the line, but would point out that if those who will use the North {Shore line had to construct and run it (and 
it is from this point of view that Grovernments can most safely decide the various considerations in connection with the con
struction of railways) it would actually pay them, instead of spending the larger sum on the Cremorne route, to expend, in 
round numbers, £428,000 on the Milson’s Point route over and above whatever the Cremorne route might cost. This is shown 
thus :—Taking tlie extra cost to passengers at 2d. each (1£ miles extra by land, and f of a mile by water could scarcely cost 
less), and taking the passengers as 3,000 in and 3,000 out daily, to which numbers they should grow in a few years if 
the line is to be a thorough success, the extra expense would be £50 per day, which for. say 300 days in the year, 
is £15,0000, and this at 3i per cent, would yield interest on a capital expenditure of over £428,000. Thus the extra time and 
cost as compared with the Milson’s Point route would not allow of as large a passenger traffic ; but if the traffic did expand, 
the more it expanded, the greater would be the constant loss as compared with a line to Milson’s Point. The third proposi
tion—the extension of the present tramway to the railway, can claim but one advantage, viz.:—a lesser cost; but this lesser 
cost is only an advantage if the provision it gives is eqiial to the requirements of the service; and if, with such a connection 
with the water, the railway will be more profitable than it would be were the railway line itself continued to Milson’s Point. 
Taking the figures as given, the saving by not extending the railway would be (cost of resumption included) £202,000. From 
this has to be deducted the cost of extension of the tram line said to be £30,000, and tlie resale value of the resumed land 
over the tunnel, say £30,000, thus making tlie extra cost of extending the railway over that of extending the tram-way, 
£202,000. The interest on this at 3£ per cent, per annum would amount to £7,070 From this there ought to be taken the 
difference in the annual cost of working the rail and the tram extensions, the average annual cost of railway working being only 
about £750 per mile, whilst the working of tlie Milson’s Point Cable Tramway has cost over £4,000 per mile per year. But, 
giving the tram service the advantage of this difference, it may be calculated that £7,070 is the yearly charge on the railway 
to be made good. Now, estimating the sum paid per passenger for each single journey as 4d. (which I think, even allowing for 
season-tickets, must be considered a low average) it will be found the receipts from 707 resident passengers going in and out once 
on 300 days in the year will realise the sum of £7,070. Again, estimating that every household settled along the line, 
the members of which gain their livelihood in the city, furnishes two travellers in and out per day (and this seems also 
a low estimate as several members of a household may be employed in the city, and some who are not employed there, 
have to visit it frequently, while each household has its visitors from elsewhere) then the amount in question will 
be furnished by an additional settlement, over all stations, of some 350 households. It seems to me impossible to 
come to any other conclusion than that: not only 350 households, but a very much larger number, would settle in the new 
suburbs, if the speed and convenience of a through railway were provided, in excess of what would'settle there under the 
inconvenience of the slow, broken, and troublesome journeys furnished by the extension of the tram line. Indeed it seems 
to mo that a tram connection must inevitably prevent tlie growth of any large railway traffic. The objections to it are, (1) 
The loss of time—a most important matter to those travelling daily. The present tram line (1& miles) is travelled in about 
18 minutes. A further mile would bring the time up to about 33 minutes. Allowing for extra detentions, and for 
transfer, the tram would require to leave Milson’s Point 35 to 40 minutes before the train started. Taking the time of the 
trains on the Parramatta line (stopping at every station) it will be found that 9 miles—with 13 stoppages—are covered in 
36 minutes, so that by the time the passengers by the tram were in their train, a train starting from Milson’s Point would be 
at least 9 miles out, and, allowing for fewer stoppages, would probably be a few miles further, or close to the junction of 
the Northern Railway. A second objection -would be the great inconvenience of several transfers, accompanied as one of them 
would be by a rush for seats on the tram cars. A third objection, the difficulties on the trains with luggage; and the 
impossibility of the conveyance of goods. A fourth objection, the difficulty (experienced on all the tram lines) of providing 
season-tickets, or of giving a reduction to second-class passengers. A fifth objection, and a very serious one, is that the 
system would be weakest where it should be strongest, viz.: at that part w hich would get almost the whole of the traffic. Thus 
instead of the main artery being a strong railway service, with tram lines as minor feeding branches, the main artery would be a 
weak tram system, with a powerful railway as a feeder. For these reasons, the tram connection would be a constant drag on the very 
traffic it wras meanttoaidinproducing,on which traffic,anditsunimpedcdincreasc,theresiiltsfrom the railway entirely depend. 
It may he said that the extension of the tramway will provide for present wants, and will not prevent the future extension of 
the railway. I venture to say, however, that in connection .with lines in city and suburban areas there should be prevision, 
rather than mere provision. If provision is left till the population grows to pay for it, then it will usually, in such valuable 
areas never come, because the increased value of land, and the erection of numerous and expensive buildings, make railway 
extension too costly to pay, whereas if done earlier, whilst there might be a loss at first, the increased population will soon not 
only make tlie line a paying one, hut greatly increase the value of the laud resumed. The mistake in not recognising this 
when the railway terminus was fixed at Redfern is acknowledged now; and I feel confident that the same causes which have 
prevented the extension of the City Railway will effectually prevent the extension of the North Shore Railway if it is not accom
plished at once No doubt the great question to decide is, will the line be a paying one P If it has to depend on a tramway 
connection with Milson’s Point I doubt if it will pay in twenty years, or ever. If, on the other hand, the railway he extended 
to Milson’s Point, I bclifove it will cover expenses in two to three years from date of opening; and in twenty years time will 
be one of the best paying railway properties in N. S. Wales. These opinions must, of course, be largely based on inference, 
but such inference is supported by the facts that all suburban railway extensions about Sydney have paid within a reasonable 
time after opening; that not only in good positions, but even in bad positions, suburbs have leaped into existence when 
speedy and comfortable transit has been provided, and that the district the North Shore railway taps is, in altitude, in beauty 
of aspect, in fertility of soil, in opportunity for good drainage, and in fact, in all the elements constituting a superior subur
ban area, certainly unsurpassed. In the calculations as to its payability, I consider it as essentially a suburban passenger line. For 
years tlie goods traffic, though gradually increasing, will not likely be large. There will be some coal for use in the manufactories aud 
dwellings between St. Leonards and the Northern Line. There will be the products of the district (grown and manufactured) 
to bo conveyed towards Sydney, and towards the north; and there will be supplies of all descriptions for the use of the suburban 
settlements. G-radually, however, as the Shore municipalities merge into a city, manufacture will increase, and commercial 
and shipping interests will come into existence, when, no doubt an exceedingly large goods traffic will gradually develop. I 
take no credit in my calculations for these developments, wishing to treat the line as its probable worst, and then to show that 
it will pay well in a reasonable time. Taking the total cost as £450,000 (an amount exceeding the estimate) the annual 
interest on this at 3| per cent, will be £15,750. Allowing the yearly working expenses, including everything, to be £1,000 per 
mile (the average for the Colony is about £750) tlie annual cost wrill be less than £29,000. Call this £30,000, anditwillmean 
that at4d. each journey, 3,000 travellers in and out on 300 days per year will give that return in fares alone. This, at two 
travellers per household, will mean 1,500 households. Even without calculating those there now who travel in to and out from 
the city daily, it may surely be safely concluded that over all the stations on the line there will very soon be such an 

. expansion
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expansion, especially when it is remembered that there are great numbers of blocks already purchased on which the owners 
are ready to build when really good communication is established ; and that, in addition to transfers from other suburbs, 
the natural increase of Sydney, representing as it does some 3,000 households per annum, should yield large additions to 
such excellent suburbs. By the railway returns for 1887 -I observe that the inward and outward traffic realised at 
Petersham Station, £32,500 ; at Summer Hill and Croydon together, £34,000; at Croydon and Ashfield, £32,500 ; so that 17 Oct., 1889. 
all necessary to support the North Shore Railway is, along its w’hole length, a population equal to Petersham of to Summer 
Hill and Croydon, or to Croydon and Ashfield. Can it be doubted such will quickly be realized ? In the foregoing 
estimates nothing is credited for inter-station traffic, for the travelling of those now resident, for the carriage of goods, 
for holiday excursions ; nor for the great crowds which would be drawn to the places of amusement which would 
be established along this line, as along other railway lines. The Sunday traffic has also been altogether omitted.
All these items would swell the total receipts very considerably, but they are all dependent on a close and complete 
connection with the large centres of population, which connection only a railway to Milson’s Point could give. The 
Illawarra line, as the most recent suburban one, and in many respects the most analogous to the North Shore line, fully 
supports my conclusions. Taking a distance on it equal to the North Shore line, when extended to Milson’s Point, viz., to 
Como (13 miles), I find that two years after opening, or in 1S86, this distance returned £43,500, which sum per annum would 
make the North Shore railway pay handsomely. In 1886 the Illawarra line—then open 24 miles to Waterfall—returned 
3*18 per cent, interest on capital, showing that the 13 miles nearest the city must have returned a percentage considerably in 
excess of the cost of the money invested. I am confident that were it possible for capitalists to obtain such a line of railway, 
with .its future possibilities, for £150,000, they would jump at the chance; and 1 am confident also that were private 
investors building the line they would not hesitate in extending to a traffic centre, at even a cost far exceeding the estimate 
of the extension to Milson’s Point. An illustration of this is furnished in what is being done at Long Bay, wdiere, in 
proportion to the land available, capitalists are expending a much larger sum than the North Shore railway extension will 
cost, in building a bridge and a tramway, and in other improvements, without a house on their ground, satisfied of reaping 
the benefit of the expenditure eventually. I would call special attention to the fact that in the considerations expressed. I 
have not attempted to credit the Milson’s Point line ■with any of the considerable traffic which it certainly would obtain 
from the main line, as this traffic is now carried on the line to Homebush. Nor has credit been taken for the increased 
value which will be given to the wharf property now owned by the Government at Milson’s Point, nor for the gradually and 
largely increasing value of the wharf frontages embraced in the resumptions. Nor has the most important element of the 
increased value given by a through raihvay to the Government lands along the line been estimated, I have felt that, whilst all 
these and other advantages seemed to render the extension to Milson’s Point a necessity, so favourable are the prospects of 
the line that it could afford to be judged stripped of every other advantage, except its suitability for the settlement of 
a large suburban population.
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M. M‘Mahon, 
Esq.

Michael M'Mahon, Esq., sworn and examined :—
Chairman.'] Tou reside at Lavender Bay, St. Leonards ? Yes.
You are a large landholder at North Shore ? I own some hand there.
Do you know the line from Hornsby to the Crow’s Nest ? Yes. • 17 Oct., 1889.
You have got land along that line, have you not—in that locality? 7\s a matter of fact I sold 

nearly all the land I had along the lino some years even before the line was started. I have some few 
pieces, but a very small quantity.
578. You know this inquiry is as to the extension of the line from the Crow’s Nest to Milson’s Point;
will you make your statement in support of or against that to the Committee ? I have not come prepared 
with any figures, hut as an old resident of the district I think it would bo a positive calamity if the 
railway were stopped at the Crow’s Nest, for the reason that, as I understand, it is intended if it should 
stop there to bring the tramway within about a quarter of a mile of the railway, and let the tramway do 
all the passenger traffic, no provision being made whatever for goods traffic. If that is the intention, I 
think it would be a fatal mistake, and looking at the matter just as if I were engaged in it as a private 
speculation, I should sav that at almost any cost the railway should be extended to the deep waters of the 
harbour somewhere about where it has been decided already, Milson’s Point. If I might be permitted to 
say so I think that before a bridge is built the railway might lie met by two large steam-punts similar to what 
we know are used between Brooklyn and New York, so as to connect the city with the North Shore at some 
point such as Dawes’ Battery, where a large dock might be constructed into which the punts might run. If '
that were done the country might be saved the expense of a bridge for many years to come, and the service 
would be complete. I might state to the Committee that during the tenure of office by the Ministry of which
I think Mr. Lackey was Minister for Works, money was voted for those steam-punts, hut a gentleman from 
Balmain, named Hutchinson,moved a resolution in the House for the rescission of that vote, and in a thin 
House one night, to our surprise at North Shore, that vote was carried. I consider that North Shore 
has lost five years of its growth through that very circumstance. Wc arc at present served by a private 
ferry company, whose boats run very well indeed, but tbe ferry company cannot possibly be expected 
to meet the traffic in view of tho fact that a bridge or steam-pur.ts will bo constructed at no very distant 
date. If the raihvay were extended, even at a very great cost, to Milson’s Point, and if steam-punts 
were tacked on to fr, the service would be complete for many years to come. Doubtless a bridge or 
tunnel would ultimately have to be built, but steam-pun! s would, 1 think, do good service for many years 
to come. The little punt now running at the Spit is an unqualified success. The same arrangement, 
only on an extended scale, is exactly what I think would suffice for the North Shore-. Anyone taking the 
trouble to go and sec the punt at the Spit would find that it takes a minute and a half or two minutes to 
cross from side to side.
579. Mr. Garrard.] But you would not stretch a rope across Port Jackson the same as you have got at 
the Spit ? I think that could be done. 1 am not sufficient of an engineer to know, but if you had the 
punts worked by very powerful steam-power I do not suppose that you would want a rope. They could 
run into a dock on each side. The distance from Milson’s Point to Dawes’ Point is very short. As an 
old resident of the North Shore, watching its progress for the last twenty years, I take it that if the 
railway is not extended to Milson’s Point, or some other point in that neighbourhood, it will be a very 
great calamity.
580. Chairman.] And if it is extended, what about the country ;—have you entered into any calculations ?
With all due respect, if we were to examine critically Hie cost of the railways in the early period of the 
Colony’s history—for instance the Parramatta-----
5SL. This is a new state of things. They did not examine them in the past as this Committee does now, 
or probably you would not have so many miles of railway at the present time. AVbat I want to ask you 
is, if you have given any consideration to the financial position of this line ? I have not. I am here more 
to speak of the matter in a general way, as an old resident of the place.
582. Mr. Garrard.] Do you think the line from Hornsby to the Crow’s Nest will pay? I believe it will 
be one of the best paying lines in the suburbs of Sydney.
' 271—d ‘ . 583.
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M. M'Mahon, 583. If it stops at the Crow’s Nest? No, I don’t believe it will. I think it will be a failure.
SSI. Were you not, with other residents, very urgent in requesting that the railway should be made from 
Hornsby to the Crow’s Nest? As one of the railway committee who agitated pretty vigorously for the 
railway, I know that the original plan showed that the railway would be extended to Blue’s Point. It 
was that line we agitated for, and succeeded in getting the Government to decide upon. Then the goods 
line was to go to Ball’s Head, and the passenger line to Blue’s Point. A change took place in the survey 
later on, and it was decided to construct the railway only to Crow’s Nest. But the railway committee’s 
efforts were put forth for the purpose of getting the line continued to the deep waters of the harbour 
at both points—Ball’s Head and Blue’s Point—and that was the line actually adopted.
585. Knowing that the railway could not possibly pay if brought only to the Crow’s Nest, why did not 
you and others protest against its being constructed ? I never expected the Government would stop the 
line there.
586. Tou thought that if you could get the Government committed to the carrying out of the railway to 
that point, the railway must come on ? I knew it must come to the deep waters of Port Jackson, and 
that the only question was as to what place it should come to. .
587. Do you look upon it as a suburban line or as part of the main line to the north ? I look upon it 
both as a suburban line and as a portion of the northern line. I think that from Sydney to Hornsby is 9 
miles shorter by this line than via Homebush, and doubtless passengers would leave the train at Hornsby 
and come on via North Shore, and thus avoid passing along that portion of the main line W'here the traffic 
is so much congested.
588. Tou know the estimated amount of the working expenses of this proposed extension and the interest 
on its cost of construction is nearly £21,000 a year. How long do you expect it will take before that 
would be recouped ? We can scarcely imagine what will be the increase in the population along the line 
as soon as it is opened. I notice that Dr. Ashburton Thompson has reported to you that the district is 
very elevated, most healthy, and in every way suitable for a large population. I believe that on sanitary 
grounds alone the Government should encourage the settlement of people over there as early as possible, 
and that of course can only be done by the railway being completed.
589. Do you think any coal will ever be brought by that line ? I think very little.
590. Was it ever urged as one of the planks in the platform of 'the railway committee over there that it 
would be the best place for the shipment of coal ? Tes, and hence Ball’s Head was decided upon.
591 That plank has broken down completely, has it not ? I think it has pretty well.
592. Is it likely this plank of suburban traffic will break down in as easy a manner ? No, I think not. 
That is looking very healthy.
593. Then I understand you consider it mainly in the light of a suburban line ? And as a help of course 
to the Great Northern line.
594. Only so far as North Shore is concerned ? It would not help passengers coming to the city, would 
it ? I am pretty sure a great number of persons would get into the train at North Shore for 
Newcastle.
595. If you were coming from Queensland overland to Sydney do you think you would tranship at 
Hornsby, come by this branch line to Milson’s Point, then get into a steamer, and afterwards into a cab 
in order to get to the city;—-would you do it? I do not know that I would unless the service were 
complete—unless the steam-punts were running across the harbour.
596. The only through passengers would be those whose destination was North Shore ? I think a very 
large proportion of pleasure seekers—persons out for a day’s pleasure—would go that way, and they are 
becoming very numerous.
597. I am speaking of through passengers ? Doubtless a great proportion of through passengers would 
come right on to Sydney.
598. Don’t you think their wants would be met by having a tramway from the present terminus to the 
Crow’s Nest ? There is a large proportion of goods traffic along the line—oranges and other fruit of 
every kind.
599. Do you think it is at all likely that fruit would be brought dowm that line to be transferred into 
carts at Milson’s Point and taken over the water by ferry ? I have it from the fruit growers themselves, 
Mr. M'Keown and others, that the fruit growers would send it through that way, and it is expected that 
by-and-by a fruit market will be opened at North Shore.

William Thomas Muston, Esq., sworn, and examined :—■
Chairman.Do you live at North Shore ? I do.
How long have you been a resident there ? Nearly forty years.
Are you a land owner ? I am.
Where is your property situated ? Between Milson’s Point and Hornsby. I have interest right 

along.
604. You know the line is constructed now from Hornsby to the Crow’s Nest ? I do.
605. The present inquiry is touching the advisableness of extending the line to Milson’s Point. Tou 
have been good enough to offer to give evidence to the Committee, and therefore you will tell us what 
you can about that ? Professionally I can say nothing. I can only give my opinion as to the remunerative
ness of the line. Having a very large experience on the North Shore, that is what I wish to do.
606. We may as well come to the figures at once. Tow know the line as it stands now will have cost 
£180,000? Tes.
607. The cost of the extension will be £262,000, making in round numbers £412,000. Will you tell the 
Committee how that line is going to be remunerative ; you say you have come here to tell us that ? Well, 
in the first place, I believe that the line by being extended to Milson’s Point wall create a residential city 
in the Lane Cove and Willoughby districts. I think you will find by reference to the plan that within 
some four miles of Milson’s Point you attain an elevation of about 400 feet, and I should say about 8 or 9 
miles from that point, you get an elevation of 600 feet—an elevation which cannot be reached upon any 
of the existing suburban lines, nor except by travelling a long distance outside the suburban area. There 
is already a settlement along the line. At the present time there are coaches running there, and there 
is no doubt that in the first place a large suburban city would be created by this extension, which would

eventually

W.T. Muston, goo. 
Esq. 601

17 Oct., 1889.
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eventually make this line one of the best paying lines in the possession of the G-overnment. In addition W.T.Muston, 
to that there is in Lane Cove itself a large fruit-growing industry even now. Within possibly a mile or a 
mile and a half of the rail way line the land has been sold with a view to sub-division, but on the back blocks i 
away on the Stony Creek Hoad and in that direction there would still be orchards. Therefore in addition to ‘ 0 
passenger traffic there would be a certain amount of fruit traffic. There is an immense quantity of timber 
in the Lane Cove district which would be brought to Sydney. There are gullies from 200 to 400 feet ■ 
deep, in which the timber has never been interfered with, and in which you find many trees 10 feet in 
diameter. On account of difficulty in getting the timber to Sydney in olden times the people took it down ‘
by the Lane Cove River from the heads of the gullies, but afterwards finding the process too expensive they 
let it alone. However, an extension of the railway to Milson’s Point would give them facilities for getting 
the timber to market, and would result in hundreds of thousands of tons of timber being brought out of 
the gullies by means of temporary wire tramways, and a very good trade would be developed between 
Peat’s Perry and St. Leonards. Then, again, the G-overnment have some 16,000 acres of land up there, - 
which if owned by any private syndicate would induce them to make the railway. Pruit growers who 
have sold out at Lane Cove, or at least a majority of them, have simply moved onward to Gosford, and are 
establishing orchards there. Nurseries are also being established there. Pearce Brothers have established 
a nursery there, and other people are about to do the same thing. Mr. Bartlett, of Tresseder and Bartlett, . 
is about to establish a large seed nursery there.
608. But the North Shore railway could not affect the industries at Gosford ? It would make G-osford a
suburb of Sydney, and it would practically make Newcastle a suburb of Sydney. The G-osford people 
have a great interest in this extension. The fruit-growing industry has moved forward to G-osford, which 
is a very rich district. The land is magnificent. Near Gosford there is also a vast quantity of timber 
which would come to Sydney. I venture to say that if the railway were extended to Milson’s Point, at 
least twenty persons would travel to Newcastle in the place of one person travelling now. We have 
excursions to Goulburn and other places on the Southern line, and the same sort of thing would happen 
on the Northern. ’
609. Speaking approximately, what would you say the annual income from this railway, from all sources, 
would be within the next four years, supposing it were built now ? That could merely be a guess. I 
don’t think it would be possible for any man to name a sum.
610. Well, let us hear your guess. The whole thing is a guess as to settlement of people up at Gosford,
and you say that where one goes now there will be twenty. That can only be a guess ? It is a pretty 
shrewd guess, and I take it that this railway is of vital interest to all the Northern districts, even as far ‘
as the borders of Queensland.
611. Just give us a guess of what approximately the railway would pay in about three or four years from
the date of construction ? I should reckon that three or four years from the date of construction it ■
ought to pay. I am certain that within four years from the date of construction it will more than pay .
its working expenses and interest.
612. What do you say that would be;—I want to see if you have given the matter financially any con
sideration at all ? I have.
613. Now, -what are the working expenses and interest ? I do not know what the working expenses are.
614. And yet you say it will pay more than that in four years ? I should think it would. '
615. And you do not know what they are ? I cannot tell what they are. I know what the line should do 
judging by the results obtained from other lines. I can only judge by comparison. I can remember the 
first line being opened. I can remember the Ashfield and Burwood line, and I know what those places 
were like when the line was opened. I would point out that North Shore at present contains something 
like 25,000 inhabitants, and thus the construction of this railway would give the people of the north a 
market for the disposal of certain goods used by those 25,000 people.
616. Do you think it is reasonable to expect that within the next four years the line would earn £21,000 
a year? I am certain it would earn £25,000 the first year it ran. I may give you an instance of how 
traffic grows. I, myself, owned a lot of land in the district, and at an expense of something like £7,000 
or £8,000, I put on a line of coaches to run to it some seven years ago. At first the coaches brought in 
about 10s. a week. After a year or two the amount increased to £20, and now it is over £40 a week.
617. Then it is against your interest to have this railway constructed ? I did not put the coaches on 
because I wanted them. The moment their earnings reach £20 a wreek I turn them over to the man who 
ran the mail. I ran them on a bush track to North Sydney, and the road has had thousands of pounds 
spent upon it, because of the running of the coaches, and a wonderful effect has been produced in the 
district. That will show you what communication will do.

Myles M‘Rae, Esq., M.P., sworn, and examined:-—
618. Ohairmm.~\ Tou are Member for the Electoral district of Morpeth ? Tes. M. M‘Rae
619. Tou have volunteered to give evidence in reference to this railway ; will you tell the Committee what Esq., M.P. 
you know about it? I advocate the extension of the railway to the deep waters of Port Jackson, on behalf
of the agriculturists of the whole of the Northern district, the constituency that I represent being an 17 Oct., 1889.
agricultural constituency, and I do so, because I believe that the use of this railway would result in a saving
to the producers of the North to the extent of something like 7s. or 8s. per ton so far as regards tonnage
to North Shore. Produce going to Darling Harbour and the Market Wharf would be subjected to 10
or 12 miles extra trainage, and then there is the cost of cartage from the wharves to North Shore, which
is 7s. 6d. per ton. If the railway were extended from the Crow’s Nest to Milson’s Point, the farmers
could send their produce direct, and they would save the 10 or 12 miles extra trainage.
620. Tou mean the farmers would send the produce required for the North Shore? Tes, and also pro
duce required for different parts of the harbour. The North Shore is growing very rapidly, and the con
sumption is increasing every year. Besides, I consider that the loop-line from Pearce’s Comer to the 
Crow’s Nest will prove unremunerative to the State, unless the extension be made to the deep waters of 
Port Jackson. If the railway be carried to Milson’s Point the development from a suburban point of 
view, will, I believe, be five or ten times greater. An objection to living at North Shore at the present 
time, is that passengers would have to go down to the wharf, cross Port Jackson, and then get into the tram, 
and then trans-ship into the railway. If the railway were extended to the deep waters of Port Jackson, loss 
of time to a large extent would be obviated, and the development of the district would be much greater.

As
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M. M‘Rae. As far as the character of the country between Milson’s Point and Hornsby is concerned, I do not think 
Esq., M.P. that there is any other part of the metropolitan district which offers such inducements for settlement.

The soil is exceptionally good ; it is different from other parts of the metropolitan district, where the soil 
17 Oct., 1889. js very poor . and tllen the C0lmtry is undulating and elevated, the elevation being from 200 to 700 feet.

In fact you get mountain air there. Making a comparison between that country and the Illawarra 
district, I would point out that the development that has taken place along the Illawarra line of railway 
has been something marvellous. That railway has, in fact, paid interest on the cost of construction almost 
from the start. The country between Milson’s Point and Hornsby is far superior to anything on the 
Illawarra line, and I am confident that the development will be much greater in consequence. I think 
it would be economy on the part of the Grovernmont to extend the railway now that the land can be 
resumed at a reasonable price. The apathy displayed by previous Governments in connection with the 
proposal to extend the railway from lied tern into the city has made it almost impossible to extend that 
railway now, and by extending the North Shore railway to Milson’s Point now we shall avoid the great 
mistake that previous Governments have made in not extending the railway from Redfern to the Circular 
Quay when land could have been resumed for one-fourth of the money it would cost now. _
021. Have you considered the financial aspect of this line of railway ? Yes; I am in favour of the extension. 
622. AVe don’t want to know what you are in favour of, but we want you to give reasons why the railway 
should be constructed ? So much public money has been spent on the line between Hornsby and the 
Crow’s Nest, which I believe will not prove productive to the general taxpayers until the railway is 
extended to Milson’s Point. That will, in my opinion, make it highly reproductive.
023. Do you know what the cost is P Yes.
02-1. The'whole line nearly half a million ; it would take a lot of traffic to earn that, and we are told there 
is no reason to hope for goods traffic ? Well, I am almost sure that the goods traffic from the north would 
be increased rapidly to a largo extent were the railway extended to Milson’s Point. _
025. Do you think goods would come down to Milson’s Point for delivery in Sydney ? I think so. 
There will be a saving of 10 or 12 miles extra trainage that they would be submitted to if sent to 
Darling Harbour. The agriculturists are not in a very prosperous condition, and any saving would be 
very acceptable to them—even 12 miles of trainage. I know also that by having the railway extended to 
Milson’s Point an additional outlet would be given to farmers. The saving of the cost of the extra 
trainage and of the cartage to North Shore would be a big item to agriculturists who would supply 
that district. But, independently^ of the goods traffic, I am confident that if the railway were extended 
to the deep waters of Port .Jackson the development of this district would surprise most people. It 
would be very rapid. I have been associated with that district for the last nine or ten years, and in my 
opinion it is the bast district for suburban settlement within the metropolitan area. There is no 

’ country equal to it. _ _
020. Mr. Garrard.'] Do you know the amount of produce brought down from the northern districts to 
Darling Harbour at the present time, either in value or in tonnage, because you speak of this line as 
opening up a new field for the produce of the northern districts? That trade has only recently been 
opened up. The connecting link has only recently beer, completed by bridging the Hawkesbnry, and 
the trade is increasing. Many people are not aware that the charges by rail are on a par with those made 
by the steamers. I believe the rate by rail is as low as it is by steamer, and a great number of farmers 
are now sending their produce by rail to Darling Harbour. The tonnage is increasing every day.
027. You do not know the tonnage or value ? I cannot give the tonnage.
628. Do you know the tonnage or value of produce sent from the Hunter River to Sydney ? The railway 
has only been opened a few months.
029. Independently of the railway? I believe that the tonnage shipped at Morpeth has, up to within a 
few years, been equal to the tonnage shipped at Newcastle.
030. Ordinary produce, excluding coal ? Yes. The tonnage from the Aralley of the Hunter amounts to 
hundreds of thousands of tons—it is something enormous.
63 L. I suppose you look upon this line more as a suburban line than as forming part of a through line ? 
Yes; but as a through line as well.
032 Principally as a suburban line? I believe that the development that will take place if the railway 
he extended to Milson’s Point will be greater than that which took place on the Illawarra line.
033. You have come to the conclusion that the increase of population at North Shore would be greater 
than it was on the Illawarra lino if suburban communication were given? I thoroughly believe that.
031. We have it in evidence that it would take about £21,000 per annum to pay working expenses and 
interest on the construction of this line ; how long do you think it reasonable to expect it would he before 
that amount would be earned if this line were constructed ? I believe within a few years that amount 
would he realized.
035. Do you think that the present line constructed to the Crow’s Nest could he utilised by extending 
the present tramway to it instead of incurring this expense of £202,000? There is the objection people 
would have to trans-shipping. People who live in suburbs do not like to trans-ship so often, audit would 
make the line unpopular.
630. But at present all the suburban passengers have to trans-ship into trams which bring them into town, 
do they not ? Yes ; hut they object. The residents of the "Western and Illawarra suburbs are to a man 
in favour of the city extension on that very ground. There is the loss of time an! extra charges.
037. While they object, still they suffer ? Yes.
038. Chairman!] And the suburbs grow? Yes; the suburbs grow. If this railway were mine, I would 
spend half a million. The Government have 15,000 or 16,000 acres of land in the district, and I believe 
that the Government would he recouped to the extent of the outlay by the advanced price they would get

. for their land if the railway were extended to Milson’s Point. . It would not cost the Government Is.
039. Mr. Garrard.] Do you think there would be a large increase if this extension were made ? I am 
confident there would be. I know a great number of people bought land over there, and intend to build.
040. I am speaking of Crown lands ; has not all the best been sold within easy distance of this line ?
The Government have a large quantity. ’
011. Which would be largely increased in value if this line were extended to Milson’s Point ? I believe 
tkas the increase would amount to the total cost of the extension ; that the Government would get as 
much as would recoup them the whole of the expenditure. If a private company had the railway, and if 
I were connected with it, the first thing that would ho done would he to extend the railway to Milson’s 
Point before I sold any land at all; ' 642.
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642. You would consider it a great blunder to have made the railway to the Crow’s Nest unless it is to M.
come farther on ? There is no doubt about it. ^ '
643. It should not have been made? No, unless it be extended to the deep waters of Port Jackson, and ^ ^ggg_
the expenditure will, to a large extent, be a “ white elephant ” till the extension is made. _ ’
644. Do you know if it was urged by those in favour of the construction of the railway that we might
expect a large amount of mineral traffic ? I don’t recollect that, but there is no doubt that a good deal 
of coal would be brought to the North Shore for consumption there. _ _ _
645. Is it at all likely that coal will bo brought to the North Shore from the Newcastle district; 
has not the bottom been knocked out of that thing a long time ago ? They w'ould not bring it from 
Newcastle.
616. Well, where from ? There is coal at the Hawkesbury.
647. AVhere ? I believe some seams have been discovered on the other side of the Hawkesbury.
64S. Do you not think that if any coal were found at the Hawkesbury it would be shipped at Newcastle ?
No doubt; but I mean for local consumption. I thoroughly believe that this extension would prove highly 
remunerative to the country, and would develop the best suburban district within the metropolitan area.
619. If your contention is correct there would be a large amount of produce coming down to the North 
Shore if this line were constructed; would that not rob the line between Hornsby and Sydney of that 
same traffic ? There is no doubt it would.
650. Therefore it would be a convenience and profit to the agricultural producer, but would take money 
out of the pockets of the Hallway Commissioners ? I do not see that it would, because the State has 
already constructed 11 miles of railway which will be useless without this extension. I am in favour of 
extending the railway to Milson’s Point in order to make it reproductive.
651. -Mr. Zee.] Are you pretty well acquainted with North Shore ? Yes. _ _ _
652. You are aware that the bulk of the population lies to the east of the propose! railway extension ?
Yes. _
653. Do you know the route of the proposed extension ? Yes.
654. Have you ever followed the course of the extension ? Yes. _ _
635. You are aware then that it runs along the foreshores for some considerable distance, then passes 
under ground, then comes out near the Berry Estate, then tunnels, and then climbs to the Crow s Nest ?
Yes.
656. Being acquainted with that route it must be clear to your mind that no amount of heavy traffic could 
be got out of that depth to serve the North Shore. If your contention is a sound one that the produce 
of Morpeth and that locality, not the produce for the city of Sydney but what might be required for the 
North Shore—would be brought clown by that railway, would it not be transhipped at tne present 
terminus at the Crow’s Nest—would it not be taken to the drays and conveyed to the various portions of 
North Shore from that point, and not from Milson’s Point ? A certain proportion would, but if the railway 
wore extended to Milson’s Point it would enable a greater tonnage to be distributed to the different 
water frontages all round the harbour and even up the Parramatta Elver, and 10 or 12 miles of trainage 
would be saved. . _ _
637. I am speaking of the North Shore P The same difficulty exists at Darling Harbour ; they have got 
to cart there ; but if the railway were extended to Milson’s Point it would enable farmers to supply ■
persons who have water frontages, and there are thousands of miles of water frontages in the "city, and 
so they would have that patronage as well as the consumption at North Shore.
658. I am speaking more particularly as to the settlement of North Shore. Assuming, for argument 
sake, that produce would come down that lino, I want to know would it not be transhipped on to the 
drays at the Crow’s Nest station rather than at Milson’s Point station, as in the first instance it would be 
conveyed nearly all down hill, whereas in the latter case it would have to be drawn, up hill to the local 
settlement ? The settlement at the present time is on the eastern side. The denser portion of the 
settlement abuts on the water frontage, and the extension of the railway to Milson’s Point would give the 
agriculturists the advantage of communication by water as well as by land, whereas if the railway stops 
at the Crow’s Nest they will only have land communication. By extending the railway to Milson s Point 
you give them both services. This is of great advantage to the agriculturists. That is the difference.
659. Have you gone into any figures as to the probable results from this line ? I believe the results will
he highly satisfactory. . .
660. Ah, yes ; but have you anything more definite than that to lay before us P I have in my mind s eye
the development which has taken place during the last twenty years within the metropolitan district, 
and I am confident that the development between Miison’s Point and Hornsby will be greater than that 
which has taken place in any other suburban district, on account of the superior character of the country, 
the elevation, and the natural drainage that exists there. _ .
631. You mentioned just now that the western and Illawarra suburbs had increased very rapidly since 
the railway was extended ? Yes.
662. Is it not a fact that tram communication has been extended to some of those suburbs to Marnck- 
ville, for instance ? Yes ; the tramway has been extended there, hut that lessens the proceeds of the 666 667 668

666. lint is it not a fact that it has been a very important agent in the development of those districts^?
There is no doubt about it. Four years ago, on the Illawarra Railway, between Cook s River and George s 
River, there were only a few houses, but now you can count them by the thousand. Although that is 
very good country it is not equal to the Lane Cove Road district. _ .
604. You have no tabulated statement or any data to lay before the Committee as to the probable returns 
of this line ; what you have already stated is” simply your own opinion, based on experience ? Yes.
665. Mr. DowelJ] You have referred to agricultural, produce, and it is a fact, I believe, that you have had
very large transactions ? Yes : I have been the largest hay-seller in the Australian colonies for a num
ber of years. _ _ o * -w
666. You have a very considerable knowledge of the northern districts, have you not ? Yes. .
667. Can you see any reason why the whole of the northern traffic, including timber, hay, wool, and coal,
should not come down to the deep waters of Port Jackson, and why that should not be the terminus of 
the Great Northern line ? I do not. _ _ .
668. Do you think that would he the proper place for the terminus of the Great Northern line . As a 
matter of fact I advocated the extension of the Great Northern line to Port Jackson in preference to 
the loop-line between Hornsby and Homebush; I thought that was an unnecessary expenditure.
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M. M'Rae, 669. Then you considered that this would be the proper terminus of the Great Northern line on account, 
Esq., M.P. I presume, of the shorter distance to the deep waters of Port .Tact son? Tes. .

Supposing that were the terminus of the Great Northern line, do you think the railway policy of 
c ’ the country would suffer ? No, I think it would be benefited. _

671. Do you not think it would be of very considerable advantage in relieving the Redfern terminus from
the northern traffic ? A great advantage. _
672. And instead of this line being only a suburban line for passengers, it would be a portion of the main 
line;—the Great Northern line ? There is no doubt about it.
073. And you consider that would certainly be the best way of dealing with the matter? Tes.
674. Mr. ifrimpheryWere you referring to passenger traffic or to produce traffic? Passenger and 
goods traffic—general traffic.
675. Do you think a depot at Milson’s Point or at Blue’s Point would be more convenient for the 
distribution of the produce of the country than at Darling Harbour ? Tes, I think so, because Redfern 
has to contend with the va,st traffic of the north, south, and west, and the Illawarra Railway, and the 
congestion there is very much already, in fact the congestion is too much ; and I think that if the railway 
were extended to Milson’s Point it would relieve the congestion that exists at Darling Harbour at the 
present time.
676. That is a matter of convenience to the Railway Commissioners, but I am speaking of the public. 
Would it be more convenient to the public if the depot were at Milson’s Point instead of at Darling 
Harbour? Tes; I think it would benefit the public in many ways, because it would relieve Darling 
Harbour of some of the enormous traffic that it has to contend with at the present time, and which is 
increasing every year, and it would prove a benefit to the producers inasmuch as they would have two 
markets and they would save the cartage, which is a considerable item, between Darling Harbour and 
North Shore, and also the extra trainage.
677. How would produce received at Blue’s Point be distributed in this part of the harbour ? By steamers ; 
water carriage is better than land carriage.
678. Will it be necessary to have a steamer to bring it to this side and then distribute it by means of carts 
in the same way that produce is now distributed from the various wharfs at Darling Harbour ? Tes, so 
far as the distribution would refer to this side of the harbour.
679. As a matter of fact do you believe that this extension, if constructed, will be purely for suburban 
traffic—suburban passenger traffic chiefly? No: I advocate this extension in the interest of the agri
culturists of the north as well as in the interest of persons who live along the line.
680. Tou think there will be considerable earnings from goods traffic ? Tes, but the earnings from the 
passenger traffic will be something prolific. To give you an idea I may state that persons have bought 
land between Milson’s Point and Hornsby at the rate of £200, £300, and £400 an acre in anticipation of 
proper facilities being given to enable people to live there. Any person who has travelled there can have 
only one impression as to the grandeur and the suitability of the district for residential purposes generally. 
I believe that if the railway be extended to Milson’s Point it will in five years give a return of 10 per 
cent, on the expenditure, if the population of the country continues to increase at the present rate. I 
do not know of any place where an expenditure would be so reproductive as it would be between the 
Crow’s Nest and Milson’s Point. The Government have expended a large sum of money in constructing 
the loop line as far as the Crow’s Nest, and if they left it there settlement would be prevented. If the 
extension is delayed it will simply mean that the State will have to pay double or treble or four times as 
much for resumptions, and I consider that the country is favoured now by the Berry Estate being locked 
up, for if that were not locked up but were built upon the Government ivould have to pay four times as 
much for resumptions at the present time as they will have to pay. The present is a very favourable 
opportunity for resuming the land at a low rate, on account of so much land being locked up there.
681. Do you consider the present extension of the tramway to the Crow’s Nest to meet the railway, if a 
through service were established from Milson’s Point to the railway, would serve the requirements of 
those living beyond ? No, nothing in comparison with the extension of the railway.
682. Not in comparison, but do you think it would promote settlement so that the service would be profit
able ? Not to one-tenth the extent that it would if the railway were extended to Milson’s Point. I have 
been living in the different suburbs for the last twenty years and I know how people have complained of 
the loss of time and inconvenience of transhipping from the railway to the tram. .
683. Notwithstanding the inconvenience to which you refer, has there not been a very great settlement
wherever the tramway has been extended into the suburbs ? They only pay for the trams, but at North 
Shore they would first have to get into a ’bus to get to the harbour and then cross--------
684. We are speaking of a possible connection of the tramway with the railway and having a through service 
from Milson’s Point to the Crow’s Nest to connect with the railway, and so on ? I consider that the 
railway would not be complete unless it were extended to Milson’s Point, which would offer superior 
facilities for transit, and in my opinion the development would be ten times greater, and the expenditure 
of £200,000 or £300,000 in extending the railway to Milson’s Point would make the line reproductive to 
the State.
685. Tou think that the tramway extension would impede settlement ? Well, comparing it with railway 
communication, people object to get in and out, and the loss of time and inconvenience debars 
settlement.
686. Tou think that the interest on the additional cost of carrying the railway to Milson’s Point would 
be very quickly covered by the increased earnings ? I am almost confident it would. I only wish the 
railway were mine. I believe it will be a splendid investment.
687. Mr. Doivel.'] Tou have referred to large estates through which this railway if constructed would 

. pass ? Berry’s Estate.
688. And it has already passed through a number of private estates ? Tes.
689. Tou stated that you believed that this railway will pay interest on the cost of construction as well as 
working expenses ? Tes, within four or five years. The Illawarra Railway paid from the start, I believe, 
and I don’t see why this line should not do so. I believe it will pay 10 per cent, within five years.
690. But you consider that the construction of the railway will very largely benefit the private estates to 
which you have referred ? No doubt it will.
691. Supposing the line were not to pay working expenses and interest on capital within five years, do you

. think
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think it would be a fair thing to rate those property owners whose property would be 
construction of the line and whom it would serve, in order to make up the difference ? 
would.
692, It would be only a fair and equitable tax ? Tes.

benefited by the M. M'Eae, 
Tes, I think it e^-’am-p-

17 Oct., 1889.

Hugh M‘Lachlan, Esq., Secretary to the Eailway Commissioners,
693. ChairmanTou are the Secretary to the Eailway Commissioners?
694. Tou know the tramway from Milson’s Point to Eidge-st. ? Tes.
695. "What is the length of it? About a mile and a half.
696. Do you know what it cost ? The capital cost was about £72,000.
697. "When was it opened ? May, 1886.
698. Can you give us its earnings since then ? In 1886, of,course we had it opened for only a part of the
year, and for seven months the earnings were £4,040. The expenditure was £4,700 ; thus there was a loss 
of £660. In 1887, the earnings were £7,274, and the expenditure £6,850. ■
699. Hfr. Lee.'] Does that include interest ? No ; that is simply the working expenses. _
700. Chairman.] In 1888 ? Eor the year ending June,'1888, the earnings were £7,248, and the expendi
ture £6,833. Eor the year ended 30th June last the gross earnings were £8,178, and the working expenses 
£6,626. In that year there was £1,550 profit.
701. Mr. Garrard.] Which goes to the credit of interest on capital ? Tes. _
702. Chairman.] What is the interest on capital ? Taking it at PA per cent, it would be about £2,500, in 
round numbers.
703. So that there has been a loss there ? About £1,000, you may say, in round figures.
704. More than that ? Last year we had a profit of £1,552.
705. I am speaking of right through ? Tes, the loss has been greater in previous years. Last year the
profit was greater and the expenses less. The earnings were much higher. .
706. Mr. Garrard.] The expenditure was so much less ? Tes, £207 ; but there has been a great increase
in the earnings. It might be mentioned, in connection with the capital, that we had originally to pay a 
considerable sum for resumption of land which we have got now, and for which we could get more than 
we gave. . _
707. Chairman.] Is that the resumption at Milson’s Point ? Tes. That is charged in the £72,000.
708. Mr. Garrard.] And at your station you have got land ? Tes ; that is for the engine-house.
709. Does the building used by the ferry company at Milson’s Point belong to the Eailway Department ? 
No ; I think not. I think they have a lease from the Lands Department for that.
710. Chairman.] No ; it is their own ; and the Eailway Department constructed the tramway on a small
piece of their land. _
711. Mr. Garrard.] Do you knew how often the cable has been renewed on that line? I think our
experience has been that the cable has lasted about twelve months. I think it.has been renewed twice, 
and that the cable lasts twelve or fourteen months. _
712. Are the engines working up to their full capacity ? I believe the same engines could work nearly 
double the present length of cable line.
713. Do you know the cost of that wire rope ? The present length of cable cost from £600 to £700.
714. What did you say was the reserve power of the engines ? I think they could work nearly double
what they are working, on a straight line. If the cable went on a different angle that would destroy the 
power to a certain extent. . . . ' .
715. Mr. Lee.] I would like to know exactly what that tramway cost per mile, exclusive of resumptions ? 
The resumptions in round figures cost about £20,000.
716. Were there any other incidental expenses ? Not that I am aware. I think the other expenses were
construction and equipment expenses. _
717. The balance, after deducting the cost of resumptions, would include the cost of the engines ? Cer
tainly, and the erection of the building and the running stock.
718. Have you any figures that would show the exact cost of the tramway track ? No, I have not.
719. Mr. Garrard.] What was the original contract ? I think from £30,000 to £40,000. _
720. Mr. Lee.] Can you obtain that estimate ? Tes. The contractors were to provide certain machinery. 
I think about £40,000 included the cost of the track and the engine-house.
721. Mr. IhmpheryP\ Is the cost of renewal charged against earnings ? Tes.
722. That is included in the working expenses ? Tes.
723. Would the working expenses be largely increased if the tramway were extended to the present ter
minus of the railway at the Crow’s Nest? They would to a certain extent be increased, but not pro
portionately. _ _
724. Can you say in what proportion probably they would be increased ? I cannot exactly say in what 
proportion. I think the same engine-power would pretty well control the extra length of line.
725. Have you formed any opinion as to the probable increased traffic that might be expected if the tram 
were extended to meet the railway at the Crow’s Nest? No ; but naturally there would be some slight 
increase of traffic. I do not know the district particularly well.
726. Do you know how many passengers travel daily between Hurstville and Sydney by the Illawarra
railway ? No ; but I will be glad to get the return out. .
727. Can you get a return showing the weekly passenger traffic between Sydney and the Hlawarra suburbs 
as far as, and inclusive of, Hurstville? Tes.
728. Mr. Garrard.] What would the income represent in the way of passengers? About 1,000,000 
passenger journeys.
729. Mr. Bowel.] What is the cost per mile per annum of working cable trams ? The cost we find here
for li mile has been £6,626 for last year. That is about £4,300 per mile. It is an isolated line, and 
would not be a guide as to cable tramways as a whole. _
730. What is the cost per mile per annum of working a railway ? That varies, of course, according to the 
traffic. I think I gave you a statement of our expenses on different lines.
731. Can you say the average cost; is it about £800 per mile ? It varies in every instance.
732. Name one place ? The cost of our branches per mile would be much less than that of the main line.
I think our average has been about £800 per mile. 733.

sworn, and examined 
Tes. H.M'Lachlan,

Esq.

17 Oct., 1889.
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H.M'LacMan, 733. And our cables bare cost us £4,300 a mile to work so far ? Tes ; in tliis case. _
734. Tou are acquainted with the system that prevails in working the railways in Tictoria ? Tes.

' T" A “7' 735. The number of termini there ? Tes. _
7o., . j^o jj. wou]c| pe an advantage to make the terminus of the Great Northern lino at

Port Jackson;—do you think it would relieve the traffic very considerably, and that it would be advan
tageous to have this terminus at Milson’s Point for the whole of the traffic—passengers and goods ? I do 
not think it would answer for general goods traffic—that is, for Sydney goods traffic. I do not think it 
would be so convenient as Darling Harbour, except for the local traffic on the Shore.

' 737. Tou do not think it would be a suitable place then for goods traffic, whatever it might he for pas
senger traffic from the north P I do not think it would be so convenient as Darling Harbour.
738. For what reason ? There is the difficulty of getting across, the extra charges for ferrying, and one 
thing and another. A druv going to Darling IT-irbour takes a load into the city without there being any 
ferry dues to pay. It is a long round to Milson"s Point.
739. There is nothing to prevent the use of water carriage from Darling Harbour to any part of Sydney ? 
No, hut a dray or oilier’ vehicle gets direct to anv store in Darling Harbour, but ferry dues would have 
to be paid in coming across from Milson’s Point, and then it is .not a convenient place. I do not think it 
would be a suitable place for goods traffic for Sydney.
740. Would it relieve the goods traffic at Kodfern to have a different terminus for the Northern lino?

. No doubt it would.
741. It would bo an advantage to relievo that traffic ? . Tes, it would to a certain extent, hut I do not think 
it would bo done very much.
712. For the reasons you have given, you think Darling Harbour more convenient? T(S.
743. JtLr. lltnnphcnj.} Can tou say what arc the average working expenses of the tramways to the eastern 
suburbs —to Pandwick and Coogee? I think they are about £5,00.) a mile.
741. Then there is practically very little difference between the cost of working the cable tram and the 
ordinary tram ? There has not been a great deal of difference, but I do not think you can take the North 
Shore line as a typical instance of cable working.
74'. Do you think that the cable could be worked at less cost than an ordinary tram ? The location, &c., 
will affect the working cost. I think that if we had double the length of cable at North Shore wo would 
work it at proportionately less per mile.
710. Ton say that iho cost of working the cable tranwav is about £4,000 a mile? About £4,300.

.32 rAKLIAMENTARY STANDIN& COMMITTEE OH PUBLIC WOUKS.

TUESDAY, 22 OCTOBER, 1SS9.
■Present: — 

JOSEPH PALMER. ABBOTT,
The Hon. John Lackuy.
The Hon. Fiikdeihck: Thomas Hi'mihieky.
The Hon. George Henry Cox.

Esq. (Chairman).
Jacob Garrard, Esq.
William Springtiiorpe Dowel, Esq. 
Charles Alfred IjEE, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway to connect the North Shore Railway with the
deep waters of Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point. '

John Hay, Esq., sworn and examined :—•
J. Hay, Esq. 747. Chairman.'] Tou know the Berry Estate at Norih Shore ? Tes.

748. Do you think it at all possible that any concessions would bo made by the owners of that land in the 
22 Oct., 1889. event of the railway being extended from where it now terminates at the Lane Cove Koad to the deep

_ waters at Milson’s Point ? That is a matter that I have not discussed with my co-trustee, Mr. Norton.
749. Do you know how the Tne is staked out with regard to that estate ? I have been over several lines 
that have been cut in connection with it. I think I know the last one.
750 Looking at the map produced, do you see that the proposed extension goes through what is known.

. as Perry’s Grant on the North iShore ? Tes. -
751. And you are not in a position, you say, to state what concessions the trustees of that estate would 
make to the Commissioners of Railways in the event of that extension being made ? I am not at present 
prepared to say.
752. Could you let the Committee know at a later dale ? Tes, I could. It is a matter we would have 
to take into consideration in connection with the severance of the land and the injury that Avould be done 
at the same time.
753. Tou know the law is altered noiv; you can take the other side of the question and could sot off one
against the other the increased value given by the extension against the damage done ? That may be 
true, but as far as the position of the land is concerned, it takes its value from its proximity to Sydney. 
I do not see that the railway itself ivill very materially increase the value of the land; but personally I 
am desirous and willing to do all that lies in my power for the public interest, as well as for the benefit 
of the estate, in meeting the Government in any shape or form so far as the powers that are vested in us 
will permit. .
751. Well, then, you ivill let us know later on what you could do; you can communicate that to the 
Commirteo by letter? Tes.
755. Mr. Bowel.] Did I. understand you to say you considered your property would be improved by the 
construction of the proposed line ? That I could not say until I examined the cuttings or other works 
in connection with it. By severance there might be injury done.
756. From your knowledge of the particular locality, do you, generally speaking, think it an advantage 
that this particular line should be constructed ? From my knowledge of the particular locality, generally 
speaking, I think it is the best line that could have been taken through the property.
757. Are'you aware what this line is going to cost for construction? I have heard the general reports,
but I have never given it serious attention. The late Mr. Berry did not look forward to any increase in 
the value of the land from the fact of the railway running through it, but was satisfied with the value of 
the land as it stood, without the railway. 758.
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758. In the event of this line being constructed and its not paying interest on the cost of construction J. Hay, Esq.
and working expenses, do you consider it a fair proposal that property owners who would be benefited by ^
its construction should be called upon ratably to pay a certain amount of money in the case of a loss ; 22 Oct., 1889. 
would you be prepared to do so ? That is a question I am not prepared to answer at present. .
759. You are not prepared to say whether you would make any concessions at all as regards the value of this 
land through which the railway will pass ? As far as estimating the value of the land through which the 
railway would pass, Mr. Berry had a desire to do what was right for the country and in the public interest, 
and in consequence of that we delayed the subdivision of the land so that no unjust or unfair claim would 
be made on the Government in connection with it, and in order to grant opportunities to the Government 
to take the railway in the best position. Mr. Berry’s only desire was to see that the railway did go 
in a proper position. I know he was satisfied with the track as laid out at the present time.
760. In the event of its being determined to construct this line, and if the question of compensation were 
to arise, and your claim was found to be so large as to prevent the construction of the line, because of the 
large amount of interest that would be involved, do you consider the railway of so much importance to 
the district and to yourself that you would be prepared to give the Government the land free of cost ? It 
is no use my saying what I myself would do. I am working in unison with my co-trustee, and we will 
decide on which course will be the best. I am satisfied that Mr. Norton will consider this matter 
in the public interest and in the same spirit as I myself will consider it.
761. Mr. CoxYou yourself have no personal interest in this property ? I am an executor under the late 
Mr. Berry’s will, and this property belongs to the general estate.
762. Have you a personal interest in this property ? I may ultimately have.
763. You have not now ? I may ultimately have.
764. Chairman.'} Legacies have to be paid out of this estate and you may have something to do with the 
residuary estate ? That is so, I believe.
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James George Edwards, Esq., sworn and examined:—
•765. Chairman.'} You are a resident of Gordon, are you not ? I reside part of my time at Gordon 
part of it at Ashfield.
766. You have property at Gordon ? I have an orangery at Gordon.
767. The Committee have been informed you wish to give some evidence to them in reference to 
railway. Will you state what you have got to say ? Having resided at Gordon and at St. Leonards for 
upwards of thirty-five years, and being lamiliar with the whole district between the harbour and Broken 
Bay and Hawkesbury Eiver, I have been asked by residents of Gordon to give evidence upon the question 
of the North Shore Eailway extension. The line has been made from Pearce’s Corner junction to the 
Lane Cove Eoad, a point 2i- miles from Milson’s Point, and the question now to determine is, what is the 
best thing to do to make the line in the highest degree useful and profitable. Three suggestions or propo
sitions have been made:—1st. To make Cremorne the terminal point; 2nd. To extend the present tram 
service to the Lane Cove Eoad; and 3rd. To produce the present line on, and make Milson’s Point the 
terminus. The Cremorne scheme is greater in length than the Milson’s Point route by 1 mile 30 chains ; 
it terminates at a greater distance from the city ; its construction would exceed that of the Milson’s Point 
line by £158,000 ; its expensiveness both in maintenance to the Department, and in fares to the public 
throughout all time, if made, greatly exceeds the alternate railway route : therefore we need not seriously 
consider its construction. The second proposition is to extend the tramway from the reserve to the rail
way at the Crow’s Nest, It is claimed for such an extension that it would be a saving of public money; 
but I believe that such a connection would be the most extravagant waste of the funds of the country. 
The first objection against substituting the tram for the railway is that it would render the line utterly 
valueless and useless for the traffic of luggage and goods. The freights on the Milson’s Point 
line, if made, will greatly exceed general expectation. In his evidence Mr. Hobson, I think, has 
mentioned that the brick-yards, potteries, tanneries, and timber-getters would supply the line at 
the start with a large goods traffic. Personally, I am largely interested in one of the brick-yards 
mentioned, and as I know all about that yard and its workings, I propose to show to what extent it 
would use a line to Milson’s Point. At Gore Hill Bride Works we manufacture 200,000 bricks 
a week ; burn 40 tons of Bulli and Mountain coal; and use 1,500 gallons of tar in the same time (week). 
Our latest prices for large coal at the mine was 7s, 6d., and for small 2s. 6d. When carted by other carts than 
ours, as back loading, we have paid as high as 7s. a ton to get this coal delivered at the works. Add to 
this the cost of freight and you will find that our large coal, delivered at the works, sometimes costs as 
high as 19s., and the small coal 15s. per ton; and the yearly quantity reaches 2,080 tons. Most of the 
bricks made by us reach Milson’s Point, and in order that the Committee may have every opportunity of 
testing the accuracy of my statements, I will state some of our largest orders. To Messrs. Alexander 
Dean and Sons, for the erection of the “Australia Hotel”, we have to send 5,000,000 ordinary and 200,000 
double pressed bricks ; to Messrs. Waine and Baldwin, for the Lands Office, we are sending 250,000 ; to 
the Crown-street Eeservoir we are sending 50,000 double pressed bricks ; to the “ Wentworth Hotel” we 
are sending about 300,000; and we have only recently completed a large order for the Bulli Coke Co., which 
had to be delivered partly at Darling Harbour and partly at Blue’s Point, to be transhipped to Bulli. 
Other large orders have been delivered during the last few months at Milson’s and Blue’s Points, and at 
the present time we are tendering to supply an order of over 4,000,000 which are to be lightered either from 
Milson’s Point or Blue’s Point, as economy can best be served. Seeing that the major part of our 
orders would be in Sydney and among our coast towns, and thinking that Milson’s Point would be the 
terminus, and that the work would be completed at an early date, we considered the question of putting 
a siding into the works, and long ago applied to the Engineer-in-Chief for points to connect with. 
Our application was favourably considered, but we have since been kept in such a state of uncertainty 
that we have gone on with our horse and cart delivery at a very heavy expenditure. The wear and tear on 
the horses, particularly the shatters, is very heavy, and if we could have delivered the bricks by rail at 
Milson’s Point a few horses could, from that Point, have done what it takes some dozens to do. To 
deliver bricks at Milson’s Point costs us about 10s. a thousand. The Committee will therefore see that 
the railway completed would be advantageous to my company, also that our works would be an advantage 
to the railway. Taking the two large orders mentioned only, the Committee will see that we have 7,700,000

271—e “ bricks

and J. Q-. 
Edwards, Esq.

this 22 0ct->1889-
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EdwariS' Esq deliver. These, at a weight of 4 tons to the 1,000, gives us a total weight of over 30,800 tons, which
war^s, sq. we woui^ only have heen too glad to entrust to the railway. But the foregoing gives no idea of our future

22 Oct 1889. v' or^- ^e have just completed the erection of fresh machinery, so that now we can start any day two 
’ Plott’s machines, each making 20,000 a day ; a Bradley and Coowen, mailing 18,000 a day ; and a Plastic 

machine, making 10,000 day ; in all 68,000 a day, or 408,000 a week, being double the output up to the 
present, necessitating double the quantity of coal and other fuel. Of the other factories mentioned by 
Mr. Hobson I cannot speak, not knowing anything of their output; but I am convinced it is considerable, and 
as some of them are closer to the line than ours, I feel certain they would be compelled to use the railway. But 
if it is to terminate in a tram service, than it cannot be utilised by us nor by anv other producer. I have 
taken some trouble to ascertain the quantity of fruit marketed from G-ordon. Two most reliable fruit
growers carefully collected the number of cases taken from each orchard during the last year. The total 
is 43,990 cases. These consist of orange, lemon, peach, apple, pear, and jdum, principally, but 
do not include the grape yield. Taking the average price of these at 7s. we have a sterling value 
of £15,000. I regret that I have not been able to get the quantities produced by "Willoughby 
and Hornsby, which together would be considerably more than that grown at Gordon. .And 
this I wish to emphasize, viz.:—that not only would a railway -to Milson’s Point bring the 
Gordon and "Willoughby fruit, but it w'ould bring the greater part of Hornsby fruit. I remember the 
time when the Hornsby line was being constructed, that the orchardists of that district laughed at the idea 

. °f sending their fruit to market by train, but they all do it now. And no marvel either ; for it costs me
to send oranges from my orchard, which by road is only about 10 miles from Milson’s Point, four times as 
much as it costs Goulburn growers to market their apples. Possibly it may be objected that the railway 
would not carry the fruit to market. My answer is neither does the western line. The fruit is conveyed 
to Darling Harbour, and by vans conveyed to the George-street Market, and while the distance between 
Darling Harbour and the Market is less than between Milson’s Point and the Market, yet the easier 
grades of Pitt and George Streets than of Market and Druitt Streets would enable each horse to take five 
or seven cases more than on the latter streets, and to travel at a more rapid rate, so that the difference in 

• van carriage would not be great. If it be questioned whether any of the Hornsby fruit would come by 
the. North Shore line let it be remembered that all orchardists north of the junction would have to pay . 
freight on S or 9 miles less by using the line to Milson’s Point, and that orchardists as far south as Thorn- 
leigh, which is only 1:} mile from the junction, would have less freight to pay by sending their fruit via 
the North Shore. As within a radius of 2 miles of Hornsby Junction lie all the best orchards in that 
neighbourhood, we believe that the bulk of Hornsby fruit would be conveyed by the line to Milson’s 
Point. Purther, I find the quantity of bone dust used in the Gordon orchards which now is carted from 
Sydney, amounts to about 560 tons annually. Assuming that a similar quantity would find its way by the 

. Milson’s Point route to Willoughby and Hornsby, we have over 1,000 tons. Again, with the railway to
Milson’s Point, mountain coal, which finds its way to outlying districts, such as Balmain, "Waverley, and 
Concord, and other places, should be largely used for household purposes by the residents of St. Leonards, 
a large proportion of whom reside within 1 a mile of the head of Lavender Bay. To cart it from St. 
Leonards Station would increase its price considerably. Illawarra coal for steam purposes would be 
brought by steamer to Milson’s Point and forwarded to various places along the line. Again, no blue 
metal for road-making purposes is found either at Willoughby or Gordon. Large quantities are used 

- both in Willoughby and Gordon. It is punted to the Kigtree bridge and conveyed by carts up to and
along the various roads. The Illawarra metal, I am told, is used, and if the line to Milson’s Point were 
made there would be an increasing trafiic. I think I have shown that the goods traffic on the
line "would be considerable from the start, and with railway facilities it would grow, and as the 
tram service would make no provision for this its substitution for the railway would be most disastrous 
in its consequences. A second objection against the trams is :—It gives least accommodation where 
most is required. If the proposition were to start from Pearce’s Corner with a tram and finish at 
the harbour with a railway something might be said in favour of the scheme, but to employ a railway 
as a feeder for a cable tram is out of all reason. The traffic on the line must be greatest near the 
city and least on the most distant part, therefore the accommodation where the greatest number 
travel should at least be equal to that supplied for the few. What would be thought of a coach 
proprietor who had a complete service for that part of his line where the travelling public were small 
who finished his last stage towards the centre of population with a gig ? I have travelled through Europe, 
America, and. all-over the colonies, but 1 have never met with anything resembling the proposal which we 
are now considering. No one can imagine the confusion, jostling, and irritation which, on a hob’day, 
would follow the arrival at St. Leonards station of a special tram containing 4c0 or 500 persons. The 
more the line improved the worse would become the inconvenience, and I am convinced it would be better 
to take up the rails and sleepers and abandon the whole line altogether than to make this hybrid 
tram-railway. . A third objection against substituting the tram for the railway is the loss of time which 
it would occasion. The tramway would be 2f miles m length, and as it travels about 6 miles an hour, it 
would take passengers by tram, allowing ten minutes for stoppages and five minutes for changing, forty 
minutes to reach the ( row;’s Nest. A train leaving Bedf’ern at the same time as the tram left Milson’s 
Point would be at Strathfield, 7-k miles out, in fifteen minutes, and after making five stoppages would reach 
Auburn, II miles from Kedfein, in twenty-eight minutes. Thus the tram would entail a constant loss of 
time, and inflict a hardship upon all travellers by the North Shore line, which should not be allowed, 
unless there.are strong reasons in its favour. It has been objected that a terminus at Milson’s Point 
would not give accommodation to even the passenger traffic. The Government officers and Bailway Com
missioners should be the best authorities on such questions, and they assert there will be sufficient 
accommodation. If, however, there is not sufficient space for the passenger traffic, if brought to the 
Point by rail, then, unless the tram is intended to keep down the traffic, there cannot he sufficient if it is 
brought by tram. It has been said that the water-frontage to Lavender Bay would be of little value for 
wharfage purposes because of want of shore width. I would point out how at Miller’s Point and else
where on the southern shore wharfs have been formed on which a gigantic traffic has been carried on by 
cutting back the hill, filling the debris behind a sea-wall, and extending pile-piers, and this traffic has been 
conducted without the aid a railway would supply. But I would press this fact on the attention of the 
Committee, that if the railway had no water-frontage along its route, but simply reached the water at its 
terminus, and if, without such frontage, it cost as much as ithe estimate for the proposed line, then, I

. submit,
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submit, it has been shown the line would pay quickly and well. This is without iahins; credit for a penny 
earned from the water-fr mtapes or for any increasing value, although no one can say that something 1 war .s> 8(1-
vvoul.l not be eained, and that water-front ages have no value. There •‘oro there is really nothing in this ̂  oct 1889
against the railway extension, even if it were admitted that the attempt to depreciate the value of its ’’
extensive water-frontage were justified hv facts. A. comparison of the cost of working the railway 
extension from the present tenninus to Milson’s Point, and of working the tram service between the same 
points, will, 1 think, show that it would be a terrible mistake to decide in favour of an extended tram-line.
The cost of working the present 1® mile of the Milson’s Point tramway was, in 1^87, £(5,859. Taking the 
further extension of 1-J mile at the same rate per mile, it would cost to work, yearly. £5,716 ; but charring 
only one-half this amount as the cost, £2,858, the cost of running the whole line would be £9,717, 
with a traflie such as the present line carries. Calculating from the income of the tramway, there was an 
average of about 2,000 travellers per day eairred in 18S7, and supposing the railway travellers only 
amounted to 4,000 daily, it would mean, that at the same rate as the 2,000 travellers would be carried on 
the present line and its extension, the 4,000 extra railway travellers would cost £19,131 to convey the 
full distance. But again, charging only one-half this sum as the cost, it would amount to £9,717. Allowing 
only one-half for the extra cost of conveyance is giving an undue advantage to the tramway service, as the 
detailed yearly cost of working the tram service contains the following :—Wages of gripmen and engine- 
drivers, £1,337 ; cost of fuel, £681; repairing and maintenance, £2,327 ; wages of conductors, clerks, &c.,
£1,066 ; or in all, £5,411, which would be increased nearly in full proportion to the length of line 
and the passengers carried, so that it seems most moderate to allow only an increased cost of £9,717 for 
a line nearly twice as long as the present, and a traffic three times as large. Deducting from this £9,717, 
the outside extra cost of running the railway extension, viz., £2,000, there remains an extra cost of tram
running of £7,717, which soon would pay 3| per cent, interest on an extra expenditure in the construction 
of the railway extension of over £220,000. Now the extra cost of the extension andresumptions is given as 
£262,000, less the cost of extending the tram, £30,000, and the resale value of land over the tunnel, £28,000, 
or only £204,000—showing a difference of £16,000 in favour of the railway. Therefore it is obvious that 
in itself it would be the wisest economy to extend the railway, even if it were not also a self-evident fact that 
the railway extension must tend to enormously increase the traffic, while the tram service would inevitably 
tend to retard it. Another point, however, which I have not seen referred to is that whilst the tram 
extension could at any time be constructed at the present cost the railway could not. With the exception 
of one small resumption, the tram would pass over public thoroughfares, and delay in construction would 
not increase the cost for resumption. The railway, however, passes thi’ough private lands for its entire 
length, and consequently delay in construction would enormously increase the cost for land, and improve
ments erected thereon. In the event of a high-level bridge being built from Blue’s Point to Flagstaff 
Hill the Milson’s Point route would be followed to connect the railway with it, and if the necessary land 
be not resumed until it be required for tbe purpose, the cost for resumptions will be twice or thrice, the . 
present value. In consequence of the distance from the northern districts to Milson’s Point being 8 miles 
less than to Eedfern station, and 9 miles less than to Darling Harbour, and the facilities which Lavender 
Bay offers for shipping purposes, I am of the opinion that Milson’s Point should be the terminus of the 
Northern Line. The proposed railway skirts the eastern shore of Lavender Bay for nearly a half-mile on 
a level grade to a height af 5 or 6 feet above sea-level, and the whole of this water-frontage could 
be made available for wharfage purposes. Darling Island, purchased at a cost of £135,000, •
affords less wharfage accommodation by 900 feet. Lavender Bay contains an area of about 
105 acres, being more extensive than Circular Quay or Darling Harbour, either above or below the 
bridge. Its depth of water far exceeds that of either Circular Quay or Darling Harbour, and large 
ships could now be taken to within a few yards of the shore. It is frequently stated that a ship could 
not be berthed at Milson’s Point, because the point and tbe fairway are too narrow. Ships are not berthed 
at Macquarie Point nor at Dawes’ Point, but in the bight. Similarly, ships would not be berthed at the 
extreme end of Milson’s Point, but towards the bight. The narrowness or otherwise of the fairway does 
not affect the question, because ships would pass through it whether they berthed in Darling Harbour or 
in Lavender Bay. An erroneous impression seems to exist, to the effect that, although Milson’s Point is 
well adapted for a large passenger traffic, it is too restricted to permit of sufficient accommodation being 
provided for a large goods traffic. An inspection of a plan which I propose to leave with the Committee, 
prepared by competent professional gentlemen, will show that if an averge depth of 1 chain (only half 
the width elswhere) from high-water mark be resumed, and the material available be used to fill up and 
reclaim as f;ir as the depth of the water will permit, a wharf, extending from the head of Lavender Bay 
to ihe southern corner of Government hind at Milson’s Point, could be constructed. Its length would 
be 2,670 feet, and its minimum width 132 feet, while the depth of water at low spring tides would be 
such as would berth the largest ships or steamers which visit this port. Allowing 4<i0 feet of wharfage 
for passenger traffic, there remain 2,270 feet for goods traffic, sufficient to berth five Orient steamers, and 
to meet the requirements of the public for years to come. Should this accommodation be found insuffi
cient, the wharf could be extended across ihe head of Lavender Bay, and around the westean side of it.
Ti'affic of both descriptions should be permitted to fl iw in their natural channel, and if so permitted a 
very considerable amount of it would find its way to Milson’s Point. I have been convinced for years, and am 
more strongly of the opinion now than ever, that the line to Milson’s Point should be the main and not 
the branch line. Should the high-level bridge across Ibe harbour from Blue’s Point to Flagstaff Hill be 
built, the Milson’s Point joute makes admirable provision for it, a connecting line of only half a mile in 
length being necessary to connect the two. In the meantime, if the city railway were extended to Fort 
Macquarie, trains could be taken across the harbour in punts. Touching then the question of paying, I 
feel confident that the line in two years from completion to Milson’s Point will pay well. As soon as it 
bcc. mes known that it is decided to carry it to Milson’s Point building and development along the route 
will commence. Illawarra line was not opened as far as Hurstville until October, 1884, and now it is 
paying splendidly. From the Commissioner’s report for 1887, w/e page 91, we find that the total in
wards and outwards traffic for stations between Concord and Hornsby amounted to £9,000 within 
a fraction, and for the Hawkesbury Liver, £5,860 16s. 7d. In fact, past experience teaches that 
no railways pay better than our suburban lines. Surely there cannot be the slightest grounds for 
doubting the profitableness of the North Shore line. Besides tbe people of St. Leonards there are 
the prosperous districts beyond through which the line passes. The municipality of Willoughby 
contains already a population of over 2,000 persons, and is capable of containing twenty times as many.
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Beyond Willoughby is the elevated district of Gordon, extending to Hornsby, and bounded on the east 
, Rsq. and west by Middle Harbour and Lane Cove rivers, containing 228 residences, and upwards of 1,100 

persons ; most of the land is fit for agriculture, and what is not is adapted for residential purposes. The 
1889, area 0f G-ordon alone is about 19,000 acres, and every 5 acres of the agricultural land well cultivated would 

support a family. Bor residential purposes the district cannot be surpassed. Eight miles from Milson’s 
Point we have an elevation of 500 feet, 9-j miles an elevation of 592 feet, 10 miles au elevation of 620 
feet, and at 9 miles, on the Stony Creek Eoad, an elevation of 626 feet. It may be stated that because I 
have interests along the railway my opinions are biased. It is true I have an orangery at Gordon, which 
I have had for years, and will continue to hold, whatever becomes of the railway. I am also interested in 
the Gore Hill Brickworks as one of a Company ; and as one of the directors of that Company, and because 
I am thus interested, and because I am always anxious to see that done which is for the public good, I am 
here to give evidence to-day. I would point out that there are two classes of persons whose opinions may 
be influenced by the railway. Those, like myself, who have interests on the line, and who are desirous of 
making it a success, and those who have interests elsewhere, and who are desirous of making it a failure. 
The railway will be a success or otherwise, in proportion to the ability of private owners to attract a popu
lation, and the ability to create a population depends upon the facilities offered by the railway. In con
clusion, I beg to add, that if the Committee are doubtful about the profitableness of the undertaking, I 
am prepared to find a Company with a capital of £450,000 to take over the whole line, provided similar 
powers and privileges are given the Company to those possessed by the Crown.
768. Mr. Garrard.~\ Where did you obtain your figures as to the probable cost of the Cremorne line? I 
got the figures from an official source.
769. The Gore Hill Brickworks are the largest brickworks on the North Shore, are they not ? They are.
770. How many brickworks are there immediately surrounding the Gore Hill Brickworks ? There are 
two close to Gore Hill, and one beyond, and one this side. I think there are five altogether.
771. Would the whole of those put together have an output equal to that of your Company? I could 
not state ; I do not know what their output is. I have never been over their works, except Mr. Magney’s, 
and his output is fairly large, but nothing like ours.
772. As a matter of fact, does not the output of your brickworks equal that of the whole of the other 
brickworks, even if it is not larger ? It probably is.
773. Tou have told us that your consumption of coal is about 40 tons per day ;•—how do you get that coal 
now ? We draw it from Sydney—sometimes from Sydney. I think it generally comes from Darling 
Harbour.
774. Tou consume nothing but western coal? We also consume Bulli coal.
775. Is not that water-borne ? Oh, yes.
776. Landed where ? Some is landed at Grant’s Wharf—a private wharf off Milson’s Point Eoad.
777. The bulk of the coal you use comes from the western collieries? No ; I think from Bulli.
778. All the western coal would reach you whether this line is made or not? We could get it via 
Hornsby—but look at the expense. We would first have to convey it to Strathfield, and thence to Hornsby, 
and thence to Gore Hill; but if we had the Milson’s Point line we could reach the brickworks in 3 
miles.
779. Do I understand that if this extension were made you would take delivery of your mountain coal at 
Darling Harbour and cart it across ? That is a matter we have not determined upon.
780. Is it at all likely that you would carry your coal fyom Darling Harbour by ferry over the water, 
load it in trucks at Milson’s Point, and unship it at your brickworks ? Most certainly not. We would 
get it via Strathfield and Hornsby; but we would have to pay for the extra distance between Strathfield 
and Hornsby, which I suppose is about 12 miles ; and also for the distance from Hornsby to Gore Hill, 
which would, put Is. 6d. a ton on the price of the coal.
781. Would that not be cheaper than going through the process I have enumerated? Most certainly; 
but not cheaper than from Milson’s Point, if we had a railway.
782. Is the largest demand for your bricks on this side or on the north side of the harbour ? During the 
last six months it has been on this side considerably.
783. Prior to that the largest consumption was on the Shore ? I would not say that; but certainly during
the last six months it has been considerably larger on this side. .
784. Do you think there is a probability of that continuing ? We must look to Sydney principally for 
our business, and also to towns on the coast district. We have sent a lot of bricks to Eden. We are in 
treaty for sending bricks up north, to the Clarence Eiver; and there have been a number of orders given 
us for bricks to be delivered at towns in the coast district.
785. Tou are clearly of opinion that if this line were constructed to Milson’s Point all the bricks for use 
in Sydney would come that way, and not still be carted by your ordinary carts? I am certain of that. I 
could not say all, but I am certain that the bulk of the bricks would be brought that way. It costs us 
now 10s. a thousand to get our bricks to Milson’s Point.
786. 2£ miles ? Tou are reckoning by the train ; by road I suppose it is 3 miles.
787. _ But the principal item is the loading, and not the transit? We have considered the advisability of 
getting boxes made which would hold 400 or 500 bricks, and the bricks would be lifted by cranes on to 
trollies, and lifted off again.
788. That is only a thing for the future—you are not doing that now ? No.
789. The present cost I suppose is largely made up of the handling ? No ; the carting is the great item, 
and the wear and tear of our horses. The down hill racks our shafters to pieces, and we have lately con
sidered the advisability of getting trollies. One trolly we got from Hudson’s cost £75 or £80, and two 
others are being made. The great expense of the bricks is occasioned by the wear and tear of the horses.
790. That does not exist when you get on the shore of the harbour, or go through the city? No, because 
we are on fairly level ground then.
791. After giving due consideration to this matter, as a director of your Company, you say unhesitatingly 
that the bulk of your bricks for use in Sydney would come to Milson’s Point and then be transhipped?
I believe they would. The board has discussed the matter, and we resolved to do that.
792. In reference to the fruit, do you say that 43,900 cases are grown near Gordon alone ? Tes.
793. Tou think there is a likelihood of that fruit being brought to Milson’s Point ? I do.
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794. "Would the fruit growers all have sidings put into their orchards ? . It would not he necessary. There j,^w£v[g 
is to be a siding at G-ordon and another in the centre of the fruit growing district. _
795. These orchardists would have to convey their fruit from their orchards 1, 2, or 3 miles to the railway 22 Q
would they not ? Not 4 miles. I don’t know any case in which the conveyance would exceed a mile or ’ 
a mile and a half at the outside. _ _ . .
796. They would have to load their fruit into their own carts, trans-ship it on to the railway waggons, ana 
trans-ship it again at Milson’s Point into carts to go to Sydney market ? . They would. _
797. Do you think it is at all likely that the orchardists would do that; having once loaded their stuff into the 
carts would not they come 4, 5, or 6 miles direct to Milson’s Point by road and then on to Sydney ? I 
am certain as I am of my existence that they would use the railway. I have been connected with orchard 
work in the Lane Cove district for the last thirty years and have kept horses and men, and I am certain that 
it would he infinitely better to convey the fruit by rail to North Shore and have it taken delivery of there.
798. Tou reckon just now that if the line were constructed we might reasonably anticipate that tiHit
grown about Hornsby and as far south as Thornleigh would be conveyed by this line ; but would not that 
benefit the fruit growers at the expense of the Railway Department ? I think the public have to be con
sidered, and I don’t think the Committee would be anxious to see the Homebush-Waratah line pay at the v 
expense of the Hornsby fruit-growers. _ ... , . ,
799. But if one of the reasons for making the Homebush-Waratah line and taking it through Thornleigh
and Hornsby was to give access to those people, and they have had it for use a year or two, is it not fair 
to reckon on the produce of the district being sent that way ? A fair share of the produce of the district 
would go that way, and that line would pay without carrying the fruit sent by the North Shore line. I 
don’t think it would seriously affect the Homebush- Waratah line. .
800. How far is Gordon from Hornsby ? Nearly 5 miles by road. .
801. What is the farthest place from Hornsby this way from which fruit is sent by Hornsby and Strath
field now ;—I mean from the Gordon.side of Hornsby? I cannot tell. I don’t think we have any 
orchards of consequence, except one or two near to Hornsby, that send their fruit by that line.
802. How far from Hornsby are they ? Probabl3r a mile or a mile and a half.
803. Tou think that the Gordon orchardists would send their fruit by this line ? I think so.
804. Do you think it at all likely that if this line were constructed there would be a large increase of 
population at Gordon, Willoughby, and other places ? I do, and I have good reasons for thinking so.
805. Tou are taking the history of the Illawarra line as something to go by ? It is something to go by.
I think the increase of settlement along the Illawarra line points very strongly to the fact or the inference 
that a similar settlement will take place along this line. .... .
806. But did not that line give access to the southern districts, whilst this is only a branch line and would
not have the same amount of through traffic ? I say this would be more than a branch line and would 
work into the northern line. .
807. It is your opinion that this should be the terminus of the northern line ? Tes, and that has been 
my opinion for some time.
808. Have you any land through which this line passes ? I have three quarters of an acre. It was an 
acre and a half. I was one of the advocates of the railway and I offered to give my land and the depart
ment took three quarters of an acre for the portion constructed already, and I am left with three quarters 
of an acre without any frontage—with no access to any road or thoroughfare.
809. Do I understand you gave that land for nothing ? I offered to give it for nothing, but the depart
ment offered me half-a-sovereign for it and I took it. _
810. Was that given on the understanding that you would have railway communication with Port Jackson ?
That is what we understood—that the line was to be extended to the deep waters of the harbour ; other
wise I would not have given my land. I consider the railway would be absolutely useless if it stop where 
it is now. _ _
811. Is it not a fact that in the first instance the proposal was to bring the line down to the waters of 
Port Jackson and people were asked to give the land, but that that proposal was afterwards put on one 
side and a fresh one was made—to bring the railway to the Crow’s Nest only and the people were again 
asked to give their land, and was it not on the last proposition that the land was given ? Most decidedly 
not. I never heard of that proposition. It was simply considered to be one section of the work—the 
other section to be left till the Government could determine what was the proper approach to the deep 
waters of the harbour.
812. Then I understand your contention is that the Government will not have carried out their contract 
until they have brought the passenger and goods line to Port Jackson ? That is my opinion. The first 
line surveyed was to Ball’s Head. "We thought that iu all probability the line would be forked;—that 
one branch would go round to Ball’s Head and the other to Blue’s Point. Mr. "Wells ran his first line to 
Balls’ Head and the other to Blue’s Point.
813. Do you think that if this proposed extension is made it will interfere with the productiveness of the 
existing tram line ? I do not, for it will be required for the North Shore people.
814. Do you not think that until the Shore develops more the gap might be bridged by the extension of 
the tram ? Most decidedly not. Look what the cost of resumptions will be at the end of a few years. I 
was present at the sale of part of Milson’s Estate fifteen years ago, when in the very centre of St. Leonards 
land was bought at from £1 to £2 12s. Gd. a foot, and I'have lived long enough to see that land sold some 
for £40 and some for £50 a foot.
815. In anticipation of the railway? No ; away from the railway altogether—part of Milson’s Estate 
close to the tram—and if land increases in value in anything like the same ratio between the Lane Cove 
terminus and Milson’s Point the Government will have in ten years time to pay £500,000 or £600,000 
lor resumptions, which they could now make for £135,000 ;—that is if it increases in value one-fourth_as 
rapidly in the next ten years as land has during the last ten years.
816. I think you said that in your opinion it would pay the Government better if this line were not 
extended to take up the rails and sleepers already put down, because the line would be useless ? I meant 
the line would not pay unless extended to the harbour.
817. How long do you think it will be before it will pay interest and working expenses ? I think from 
two or three years at the most from the time it is completed. Of course people will commence to build 
as soon as it is decided to construct the line. I should only be too glad to be one of a company to take
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over the Lue e'.llier from Lauo Cove Eoatl to Milson’s Point, or the whole of the line. I already know 
ar, s, ,.sq. j,0J1,e ()f the Gentlemen to go to, an.il 1 would find gentlemen to fake it over niih a capital of dtldO.OOO, 
)ct'~"l889 iU1^ Tn'^'e ^le provided we could got the raino privilt ges the (fo\eriime-nl have.

’ 818. Of conr-e they know it is an iinposidbilitv for them to got tbal, and therefore that their offer is 
safe ? I wished to put it in a business-like wav. Wo could do it if we were not hampered, but allowed 
to get on with it ihe same as the Government would.
81!). Mr. (7o.r.] You spoke about your brickyards;—is the clav in that neighbourhood so valuable that 
you can compete with everybody else round S-.dney in the sale of bricks ? Wo have a very superior clay 
at the yards ;—in fact I might mention that there is superior shale and clay, or deposits of shale and 
clay, through most of That district. I ihink that 2dr. Gibson, who has works opposite ours, has better 
clay’ and shale than we have. T do not think that there is in the western suburbs anything in the shape 
of clay and shale equal to Gibson’s, Magnev’s, and our own, and there are deposits equally as good 
farther on. Take Fisher’s Hill, for instance, and the Crow’s Nest.
820. Do you think that your clay is so valuable that it would be desirable to go to the expense of making 
a railway to bring your bricks to Sydney when we have clay equally’ as good in the Western suburbs P 
How is it we are now doing it under most unfavourable conditions. We have to pay not only'- 10s. for 
haulage, but also the steamerage, which is a heavy handicap, and yet we are competing with those men, 
who have a very great number of bricks they can’t dispose of, whereas we have been taking bricks so hot 
from the kiln that men could scarcely handle them.
821. 8o you are competing successfully with those men who have greater facilities ? We are.
822. How far are your works front the proposed line r Eoughly speaking, one-third of a mile.
823. Have you calculated what the probable returns by rail would be, presuming the railway were made 
fo the. deep water ? I did not go into that matter, as I saw by the papers it had been gone into 
exhaustively by, 1 think, Mr. Thompson or some other witness, who has preceded me, and I did not wish 
to trouble the Committee by travelling over old ground.
824. Is there any traffic beyond Hornsby that would be likely to come into Sydney by this line ? Yes, 
for instance, there is a good deal of traffic in wood. There is a great deal of bundle wood and other wood 
which could come by this line from north of the Hornsby Station.
825. When you are travelling on the Homebush-Waratah line, all the good land is left behind when you 
pass Hornsby P Soon after you get to Hornsby you get on very indifferent land. Wall’s and Fear’s are, 
I think, the two last places where there is good land.
826. Consequently there would be no orchards or settlement ? It would not be suitable for orchard 
purposes beyond the area of good lane).
827. In taking the Hornsby traffic by this line you would take traffic from the present Western line ? 
Only a little of it, I think.
828. You would be “robbing Peter to pay Paul” ? The Western line is showing it would pay well 
without the traffic this line would take.
829. What is the difference in length between Hornsby and Sydney, via Milson’s Point and Hornsby, and 
Sydney via Eedfern ? To Darling Harbour from Hornsby Junction is, I believe, 9 miles longer than from 
the Junction to Milson’s Point.
830. Do you think that that difference in length would be sufficient to make one line pay as against the 
other P I do not say that the other line will not pay. I believe the Hornsby line will pay. I think the 
revenue is increasing so rapidly that it will pay. I think both lines will pay.
831. This proposal is to take the railway to the deep waters of Port Jackson. In the event of a high 
level bridge ever being built—probably it must be some day or other—would not a large amount of 
unnecessary expense be incurred in taking the railway down to the water rather than letting it remain at 
the high level where a bridge would probably meet the North Shore ? Not at all. I think it would bo a 
great saving to the country inasmuch as land would he resumed for railway purposes and the Government 
would avoid the necessity of making resumptions at a time when they decided to go on with the bridge. 
To have the portion that goes to Milson’s Point would be a decided advantage as it would give water 
frontages in Lavender Bay where ships could go and receive our produce.
832. What produce have you that ships could take away? We largely export oranges to Melbourne. 
Mr. M'Keown, a very large grower .in the Lane Cove district, carts his oranges to George-street market 
and sends them by van to the vessels and they are conveyed to Melbourne. If we had wharves at 
Lavender Bay the fruit could he senr, direct to the ships, and handling and expense would be saved.
833. You mentioned just, now that you gave your land through which the railway passes free of all charge ?

’ Yes.
834. And yet you only had 1-|- acre? Only 1A acre through which the line passes. I did not say I 
possessed only 1A acre altogether.
835. That abers the case. I imagined that you had only an acre and a half and that the Government 
resumed half of it. Any person through whose land the railway passes, althoutrh a certain amount of land 
may be taken from him, benefits no more than his neighbour who has no land taken from him? You are 
quite right, I have said that many a time. Some of us gave land and lost by doing so. Mr. Frank Treatfc 
gave a lot of his land and the balance could not be enhanced in value to any extent because it was so 
small. Nergt. Dawson’s pla e lies halt way between two stations and there is a tremendous embankment 
there and the construction of t ,e railway instead of increasing the 'alue of the land has really depreciated 
it. If some Bill could be passed by the Legislature enabling the Government to rate the land all round, 
assessors could be sent and the thing could be done more equitably.
836. Jlr. Dowrli] You have stated that you consider Milson’s Point should he the terminus of the Groat 
Northern line ? Yres, that it should bo.
837. Have you any experience of the northern districts to justify you in making that statement? I have 
travelled all through the north districts; I know them very well : and one of the reasons why I think 
that Milsou’s Point should be the terminus of the Great Northern line is, because it is on the direct route 
to the metropolis and this line is 8 or 9 miles shorter than the lino from Hornsby to Sydney, and would 
have cost less to construct than that line, and would greatly relieve the congested traffic on the western 
line. These are some of the reasons.
838. What is the length of the siding for which you have applied ? We did not apply for a siding but for 
points to be put in, in order that vve might make a siding.
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839. You would construct the siding ? "We would ; but we have not gone on with it yet because we are 
not certain the line will be extended to the water at Milson’s Point. If the line were taken to Cremorne 
or Ball’s Head it would be of no use to us.
840. Would there be any difficulty in constructing a siding from the railway to your brickworks?
Mr. Norman Selfe, the engineer, says there would be no difficulty. It would probably cost us £3,000 
or £4,000. ' ‘ ■
841. There is no doubt, I suppose, that you would put in this siding if the railway were constructed to 
Milson’s Point ? I am one of a Board of three, and I would be only too glad to recommend it to-morrow, 
and I know my colleagues are of the same opinion.
842. What is the cost of loading bricks per thousand on the drays? I do not know that you can 
attach much value to the cost of loading bricks. They are run out in barrows, and if you did not load 
them on to drays you would have to stack them. If we had the railway trucks there the bricks could be 
taken direct from the kiln on to the trucks and run direct to the Point.
843. The cost of loading bricks is not a great item, then ? It is not a great item. Of course if we had 
to load and unload, and load again, that would be an item.
844. You referred to the use of mountain coal in your brickyards—how do you find’mountain coal serves 
your purpose for burning bricks ? The brickmaker informs me that it is far superior to the Newcastle coal.
845. Is it not a fact that this mountain coal could be delivered at your brickyards at a much lower rate 
than Newcastle coal could, provided you had a siding constructed to the railway ? Most decidedly, for if 
we got Newcastle coal we would have to pay freight by steamer from Newcastle, or bring it by rail 
something like 94 miles, and that would add 7s. or 8s. to the cost. Mountain coal could be got at con
siderably less.
846. Can you say what at the present time you pay for the cartage of coal, bricks, &c., per annum ? I 
cannot give you that in a lump sum. The cartage of two of the orders I mentioned—that is Dean’s and 
Waine and Baldwin’s—will cost us something like £4,000.
847. Mr. Garrard.'] Would half or a third of that cost be saved if this line were constructed ? I think 
quite half of it would be saved.
848. Mr. Mmn'plicryIn what way would if be a saving to you to get the -western coal delivered at
Darling Harbour, taken- across to Milson’s Point, and then conveyed to Gore Hill, instead of getting it 
direct from Strathfield ? We could get it lightered by men like Batty and Shea, fromiDarling Harbour at 
a reasonable cost to Milson s Point, j A lighter -will take about 70 tons at a time. »„ In that way there 
would be a very great saving to us. "
849. Would it cost you more than 5d. a ton to get it from Darling Harbour to Milson’s Point ? I suppose 
it would cost us more than that.
850. "What difference of haulage do you think there would be between taking coal from Darling Harbour 
to Gore Hill and from Strathfield to Gore Hill? The distance from Darling Harbour to Milson’s Point 
cannot be more than 2 or 3 miles, I should think.
851. You would have to unload at Milson’s Point and put it on the trucks ? Just so ; but we would have 
proper appliances—it could be done by a winch.
852. The distance from Strathfield to Hornsby is about 12 miles ? As far as I knoiv the distance, it is.
853. The western coal taken to Hornsby would be taken via Strathfield and would not be taken to Sydney, 
and there would, therefore, be 7 miles saved there. The total difierence would only be 9 miles, and you 
would have to pay 1 d. a mile per ton extra for taking it by way of Strathfield ? Probably, then, it would 
pay us better to have the western coal via Strathfield.
854. Do you not perceive how erroneous your calculation wras when you said that you would effect a saving 
by taking coal from Darling Harbour to Milson's Point, and then onto Gore Hill? If I remember 
rightly, I think I said the greater quantity of coal used by us was Bulli coal.
855. But that was what you stated in speaking of mountain coal ? I was calculating we took the moun
tain coal from Sydney. '
856.. V ou think now you are in error ? 1 am not sure I am, because I don’t know what the cost would be
for lightering or for railway freights.
857. Do you not know that the freight for coal is Id. per ton per mile ? I believe it is.
858. If there should be a distance of 12 miles from Strathfield to Hornsl)3r, and 9 miles from Hornsby to 
your works, it would really cost you about four times as much to get your coal from i iarling Harbour as 
to take it via Strathfield ; is that not the case ? The probabilities are. we would find it cheaper to take all 
Bulli coal.
859. Therefore there would be no traffic of mountain coal along the line to your brick-works ? Probably
if we found that the mountain coal cost us more than the Bulli coal, and that the latter answered^equally 
well, we would run on Bulli coal. '
860. In your estimate of the probable traffic by rail, I think you stated that the traffic would be just twice 
as great as it is at the present time by tram—I mean that the traffic by rail from Alii sou’s Point to 
Hornsby would be twice as great as that now conveyed by tram ? I think so.
861. In wffiat period do you think that traffic would be developed ? In a couple of years.
862. Have you taken into consideration the fact that the bulk of the population of North Shore lies east 
to the proposed line of railway ? I have taken that into consideration.
863. So it will have to be entirely new traffic that will be. developed by the railway in order to realise your
estimate t It would not have to be entirely new traffic. A number of qjassengers would use the line at 
holiday times, and there are also the residents of Willoughby, Hornsby, and Gordon, who would travel 
by the line from the start. "
864. You think that the great saving of time effected by using this line would lead to'such a rapid devel
opment at Gordon and beyond Gordon, that the working expenses and interest would be covered in the 
course of a few years ? I think so.
865. What is the value of land about Gordon ? It varies very much, according to quality.
860. In the immediate vicinity of the railway ? Some of the land sold by the Government brought, I 
think, something like £200 an acre near Linfield. I suppose £150 an acre would be a fair price for good 
land.
807. Mr. Lee.] I understood you to deduct from the estimated cost of the extension of the railway the 
sum of £30,000, which is the estimated cost of the extension of the cable tram ? Yes.

J. Gr.
Edwards, Esq.

22 Oct., 1889.
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Edwards'Esa ^a,n y011 inform me on what grounds you reduced tlie estimated cost of tlie railway to the extent of 
the probable cost of the tram extension ? Because that portion of the cable tram would not be required 

22 Oct 1889 ^ “e railway were made.
’ 869. If the railway were made, it would still cost £262,000 ? Yes ; but the cable tram extension would

not be made.
S/0. I want to know why you deducted the cost of the tram extension? Because the tram extension 
would be unnecessary if the railway were made. If the railway is not constructed the tramway probably 
will be at a cost of £30,000, and probably at a later period when land resumption would cost much more 
it will be found necessary to construct the railway.
871. Do you think it is a fair way to estimate the cost of the railway by deducting from it a sum of money 
which is the probable cost of an alternative service ? If the alternative service is certain to be carried 
out, provided the other is not, I think that is a fair way of looking at it.
872. But there are two contemplated services, one to cost £262,000, and the other £30,000. If the 
£262,000 service is adopted, how can you deduct from that the estimated cost of the other contemplated 
service ? I look at it simply from a business point of view, and I think that that is a fair way to put it.
873. And do you consider it equally fair, if the tram service were decided on at a cost of £30,000, to 
attempt to reduce the sum by deducting £262,000, the estimated cost of the contemplated railway service ? 
No; I do not.
874. What is the weight of 1,000 bricks ? I am told it is about 4 tons.
875. At present then they are costing you about 2s. 6d. a ton to deliver them ? Yes ; that is about it.
876. On reference to the railway rate book, I find there is a special rate for the conveyance of bricks. It 
is set down here, from Liverpool to Darling Harbour, 21 miles I believe, at 11s. per truck of 6 tons. 
Now, the distance from Darling Harbour to Gore Hill is 28 miles, or 7 miles longer, which would make 
the rate probably 13s. a truck, or at the rate of 2s. 2d. per ton ? Yes.
877. When the piece of line now being constructed is open for traffic, is it not extremely probable you 
would use it for the conveyance of your bricks to Sydney, instead of carting them as now? Not at all, 
as its terminus is not a very great distance from the works. It is only half way to the Point, and it would 
not be worth our while to load the bricks and convey them to'the St. Leonard’s station at Lane Cove Hoad, 
and then send our carts there. We should still have all the heavy shafting to do, and that is what is so 
detrimental to our horses.
878. Do I understand that when once the bricks were loaded, it woyld suit you better to send horses and 
carts across the ferry to Sydney ? Of course, as we should only have to use a few horses.
879. When the present line is completed, are you not likely to use that in sending the bricks to Sydney, 
instead of sending them by drays? We would never put a brick on it; that would never pay us, for we 
could not compete with Goodlet, who has a siding at Merrylands, because of the freight we would have 
to pay.
880' How do you compete with him now you are sending the bricks by your own teams ? I suppose he 
is doing a fair share of business. We have not closed him up by any means, and do not expect to do so, 
and we are doing a good business too.
881. Provided you could get your bricks taken by the railway, via Hornsby and Strathfield to Sydney, at 
about the same cost as that of sending them by dray, are you not more likely to use that railway than to 
send the bricks by your own teams ? .1 do not think so at all, because there is the extra cost of travelling.
882. But if the cost were the same ? It would not be worth our while, unless we could take a decided 
saving by it. I do not think we should send bricks round by that line, unless we had an order for some 
place like Burwood.
883. But supposing the railway rates would admit of your sending bricks at about the same cost as now 
by dray ? I do not think that would pay, as we would have our bricks landed at the far side of the city.
884. Supposing the cost of sending bricks to Sydney, via Hornsby was the same as the cost of sending by 
dray to Sydney, which route would you use ? It is hardly probable we would go to the expense of a 
siding, as there would be very little difference in the cost, and we might as well go on as now.
885. In that case you think you would not be likely to use it ? I do not for one moment think we should.
886. What is the distance of the present line from your works ? We have not had it measured, but I 
guess it is something like one-third of a mile.
887. Then no matter which way you sent the bricks—whether by rail to Milson’s Point or by rail to 
Hornsby—you would have to cart them to the railway ? No ; we would put them on the siding.
888. That would necessitate their being transhipped at Milson’s Point ? It would.
889. Lither into vessels for abroad or into carts to supply the city of Sydney ? That is it.
890. You think that route would be cheaper than via Hornsby to Darling Harbour ? Yes; for at Darling 
Harbour, we should still have to have drays to cart the bricks away.

PABLIAMENTARY STANDINfl COMMITTEE OK- PUBLIC WORKS.

Bobert Edward MTntosh, Esq., sworn, and examined:—
E. E. 891. Cfliairman.~\ Where do you reside ? At Gordon.

M ji>t0Sh’ 892- Have you lived there long ? About forty-five years.
893. You were born there, I suppose ? Yes, I was.'

22 Oct., 1889. What are you; have you got an orchard ? I began orcharding, and am in business, having land and 
’ ’ other business agencies.

895. You are a land holder in the district? I have not 40 acres in the district.
896. We are told you can give us some evidence in favour of this proposal ? I don’t know about “ in 
favour.”
897. Well against it, whichever way you like ? I wish to say this much : When this line was first started
from Pearce s Corner, it was surveyed to Blue’s Point. A" Committee came along the line and repre
sented to the land holders that if we gave our land we would get a railway to the deep waters of Port 
Jackson. . It was not said at that time exactly that the line would go to Milson’s Point. I was asked if 
I would give land, and use my influence with others in order to obtain other land for the Government. I 
gave land 2 chains wide through my orchard for the railway. .
898. The committee you speak of was a local committee of patriots ? The Government accepted the 
land.
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899. They were not connected with the Government at all; the Government were not responsible for R. E. 
what they did or said ? The Government recognized them, inasmuch as the Government accepted the land, M'Ritosh, 
and did not pay for it. I used my influence with many, and I think Mr. Archibald, Mr. MTntosh, Mr.
Cornwell, Mr. Edwards, Mr. MTCeown, and Mr. Treatt also gave their land on the understanding, as I did, 22 Octl889 
that we were to get the railway to the deep waters of Port Jackson. If the railway is cut short and left '
in Berry’s Bush, it will be of no manner of use to us. "We want many things there, as I do at the present
time, such as building materials, which we cannot get. If we carted them from Milson’s Point to Berry’s 
Bush we might as well cart them the whole distance. I am well acquainted with both routes—the 
Cremorne and the Milson’s Point routes—and also with the Government land in the district. The Govern
ment have, I think, many thousands of acres which a few years back were worth very little. I bought 
land from them for about £2 an acre a few years since, and I hear that at a Government land sale recently 
they sold at £200 and £210 an acre, people buying in the hope that this railway would be completed.
I have not seen a single building going up on an allotment of the Government land that was sold, the 
simple reason for people not building being that they have no proper means of access.
900. JhTr. Dowel.] .Was the Government land to which you refer, and which realised over £200 per acre, 
of any better quality, or did it have any better advantages than the land for wdiich you gave the Govern
ment £2 an acre ? No ; it had worse advantages. The land the Government sold for £200 an acre was 
nearly half a mile from the road. The land I bought is facing the road.
901. Have you a large acquaintance with the particular district through which the railway travels ? Yes ;
I have a very large acquaintance with it. I know nearly every one in the district.
902. Are you aware that the Government have a large area of land in close proximity to this railway ? I am.
903. Do you consider that that land will be increased in value if this railway is constructed to deep water ?
Most undoubtedly, and if the railway is not carried out the land will decrease in value.
904. You have stated that you gave your land on the distinct understanding that the line ivas to be con
tinued to the deep ivaters of Port Jackson ? I have.
905. If this line were not constructed, would you consider it a breach of faith on the part of the Govern
ment ? I should, and that they ought to pay me for my land.
900. Because they took your land and gave you no compensation ? They gave me compensation for other 
land and my orchards, but not for that 2 chains for the railway. "

E. Du Faur, Esq., sworn, and examined:—■
907. Chairman.] Do you reside at St. Leonards ? No; I reside at Gordon at present—about 10 miles
out from St. Leonards. .
908. Have you been living there any length of time P I have been about the district for the last twelve
months, and have been living there with my wife and family about three months. 22 0ct-> 188 9*
909. The Committee have been told that you wish to give some evidence;—would you be good enough to 
state what you have to say ? I thought it well to put in an application, as I am permanently residing 
there, and am building my permanent home in that neighbourhood. I satisfied myself of the extreme 
salubrity of .the neighbourhood, from the fact of its being about 600 feet in elevation above sea-level. In fact, 
it is like living in the western mountains for those who do not thrive in the Sydney air. I found it the 
case with my family and. friends who went there. I determined to live out there, as I saw there was every 
prospect of a railway being constructed, but at the present time I am driving in every day. There is a 
very considerable traffic on the road—in fact, more traffic than there are public conveyances to meet, and I 
have very often to give people a lift. I have every belief that when once the communication by rail is 
completed, there will be a very large drain of population out of Sydney on to that ground. They can 
get in that direction what they cannot get anywhere else. They must go 50 miles on the Southern, 40 
miles on the Western, and between 20 and 30 miles on the Illawarra line before they can get the same 
altitude, and to certain constitutions it is a question of life and death to get into a drier atmosphere than 
that of Sydney. That is the point I wished principally to bring forward. I knew the district seven or 
eight years ago, and went up there, but found it was useless to attempt to live there as I had my business 
to attend to, or I would have removed to it then.
910- You think that, by reason of its altitude, it would attract a large population, possibly from Sydney 
and the other suburbs P I am certain it will attract a great many of my own friends and also other 
portions of the public.
911. Who are living in the other suburbs ? Yes, or closer to the water, which does not suit them—people
who frequent the mountains whenever they can. ^ 1
912. The line as proposed would not in any way serve the bulk of the population of St. Leonards at the
present time as a means of transit ? Except to let them get farther afield. .
913. The route which it takes would not be any advantage to the bulk of the residents of North Shore ?
Well, they are living on the Shore itself, and therefore cannot w'ant any railway at all. As the St.
Leonards’ population is scattered east and west along the shore, a line at right angles coming from the 
north could only strike that settlement at one point.
914. Is it not a fact that three-quarters of the population will be to the east? I am not in a position to 
speak as to that.
915. Would the present population which is on the line between Hornsby and Milson’s Point be sufficient 
to justify the construction of the line ? I think so undoubtedly. Experience shows that, not only here, 
but in every country in the world, railway communication increases population. You have your experience 
of the Illawarra line, which produced nothing the first year and paid a handsome dividend the third.
916. Do you know the estimated cost of this line ? No, I do not. ’
917. Or the working expenses or interest? No. I think that the railway might be worked very 
economically for (say) six months or so—there would be no necessity to have station-masters and porters 
and gatekeepers at every place—in order first to prove the increase of traffic.
918. Mr. Cox.] Do you think that the traffic would increase to such an extent as to warrant the country 
m completing this somewhat expensive line ? I feel as certain of it as one can feel of anything in the 
future. I know that-numbers of my own friends are only waiting for it to go up there, and I believe a 
very large population will go on to the high ground as soon as they are enabled to get there, but not if 
they would be blocked by the tramway, which would be as great a nuisance as at Eedfern, by which many
of us have been driven from the western suburbs. If that is perpetuated on the North Shore, of course • -
that district will be locked up till a railway is forced upon it. '

E. Du Faur, 
Esq.
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E. Da Faur, 919. The only traffic yon anticipate for this railway is a passenger traffic ? I anticipate that the whole 
Es(l- 0f (Te northern traffic of the Colony will come there, as it would savTe 10 miles, instead of fjoino; by Byde 

ooTTr^Tsiaa and Redfern. It is only bet-ween 12 and L3 miles from Hornsby to Milson’s Point, and it is 21 miles toAlt , XOO<7« T» 1 f»Jtedrern.
920. The trip across the harbour notwithstanding? The trip across the harbour is certainly pleasanter 
than that by tramway from fiedfern. If you get out of the tranrway you must get into a cab, and you 
would only have to do that at Circular Quay.
$21. You are aware of the probable expense of this extension ? I have seen in the Press that it will be 
an expensive undertaking, and it seems that any work done ou the North Shore must, from the character 
of the North Shore, be expensive.
921. That is irrespective of resumption? Irrespective of the question as to the place to wdiich you take 
it, the expense of taking the railway to the water must be expensive.
923. Taking that into consideration, you think it will pay to complete this work? I have every belief
that in a very few years you would have to double the line. •
924. In the event of a high-level bridge being constructed between the high land of Sydney and North 
Shore, would not a railway down to the deep water be so much money thrown awray ? Of course that is 
another question, if there is any possibility of a high-level bridge being built. .
925. Do you think it is inevitable that it must come ? Then I should think that starting from a level 
that wrould fit the bridge would be better. I am quite ready to say that.
926. Mr. Dowel?, What profession or business occupation do you follow"? I am a land agent at present. 
I am only interested in the squatting industry. I am not a land agent in the ordinary acceptation of the 
term. I have nothing to do with suburban land. I am not interested in one single acre in the county 
of Cumberland, except what I am living on.
927. Would that traffic to which you referred be served by the construction of the line now under 
consideration ? I fancy so. The omnibuses start pretty full from Gordon. A new one was started last 
week. I came dowrn by it this morning for a change, and it was crowded. Others start from Chatswood, 
and they all come down to Milson’s Point, and are generally full, and not infrequently I pick up people 
who have been unable to get accommodation in them.
928. Yon stated that you believed that Milson's Point should be the terminus of the Great Northern 
line, and have given as a reason that the line is 8 or 9 miles shorter than that to Eedfern ? Yes.
929. Have you any acquaintance with the northern districts ? I have been in them.
930. Have you any large knowledge of them? No ; I do not pretend to have a large knowledge of them, 
farther than Newcastle.
931. Are you well acquainted with the route along which the line now passes ? Yes.
932. Do you think it likely that a large population will ever be called into existence in that part of the 
country between Hornsby and Milson’s Point ? I am very strongly of that opinion, and that in a very 
short time—in as short a time as it took population to settle on the Illawrarra line—because this is more 
favourably situated than the suburban part of the Illawarra line.
933. Do you know anything at all of the probability of any goods traffic being carried on this line ? I 
should think there would be a very considerable freight traffic—produce traffic. At present everything is 
brought down by horse team. There is a very large area under orchard cultivation.
934. Any other produce, excepting fruit ? There is a large area of good land available for the production 
of fruit, dairy produce, and vegetables.

42 PAELTAMENTAEY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEKS.

Edward John Smith, Esq., sworn, and examined :—
E. J. Smith, 935- Chairman!\ What are you ? I am engaged in the Civil Service.

Esq. 936. How long have you been living at the North Shore ? Ten years last March. _ _
/——n 937. The Committee have been informed you desire to give evidence in reference to this inquiry ;— 

22 Oct., 1889. would you be good enough to state what you have got to say? I was a purchaser of five of 
the allotments of the subdivision of the Crown lands, situated near Lyndfield station, which were 
sold about twelve months ago, for which I paid the highest prices realized at the sale, viz., up to £210 
per acre. Three of these allotments I purchased for relatives and two for myself, with the intention 
of residing there on the extension of the railway to Milson’s Point. I have no hesitation in saying 
that it was the expectation that this extension was a thing of the immediate future that induced me, 
and other purchasers, to offer for these lands, and to give for them a price, I feel assured, they would 
not have brought had it not been thought that Milson’s Point was to be the future terminus of the railway. 
I feel persuaded that-every purchaser, as well as myself, on the occasion regarded the extension of the 
railway to Milson’s Point as almost, if not altogether, a thing of certainty, and this conviction received 
strong confirmation from the language of the auctioneer, Mr. Greig, of Messrs. Eichardson and Wrench, 
previous to the sale. These Crown lands in the district of Gordon, which were subdivided and sold in 
October of last year, consisted of 1,265 acres, and were offered in 296 allotments! Of the gross area, 
about 500 acres were sold, which realized about £33,000, or an average of £66 per acre. Now 
anyone who has gone over a portion of this land, as I did, must have noted the unfitness of the greater 
portion of it for anything but suburban residential purposes, being terribly broken country, and in many 
parts precipitous. 'I have been informed by a large bolder of land in this district, and one quite 
competent to judge, that if this land had been offered for sale without the probability of railway com
munication, it would not have brought £10 per aero, and in this opinion I quite concur. Therefore, 
the railway at present constructed, together with its probable extension to Milson’s Point, benefited 
the Government in the sale of these lands to the extent of about £56 per acre, or about £28,000 
on the 500 acres sold. The unsold portions of the subdivision, about 765 acres, in the absence of 
the proposed extension, will, I submit, be almost unsaleable; but, if the railway is extended 
to Milson’s Point, it will assuredly sell at an average of not lessthan £50 per acre, or a total of £38,000. 
As further evidence of the increased value of land along this line, I may state that I have seen the accounts 
of sales of land at Chatswood in the years 1879, 1881, and 1882, at the prices of £50, £140, and £150 
per acre respectively ; and lands adjoining the two last-mentioned lots have been purchased this year at 
the prices ot £425 and £500 respectively. These increases I attribute principally to the railway and 
anticipated extension, as they are convenient to the Chatswood station and purchased for residential

purposes.
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purposes. I simply brine; thc=e statements under the notice ot this Committee to indicate tbe probabilities E- J- Smith,
of settli ment along tins line, in tire events of its being contimicd to Milson’s Point, and the almost certain
results that would follow the public being put in possession of speedy transit and better communication
with Sydney. Speainng for myself and those relatives for wlmm I purchased land, I may state that any 2 • 1°89,
circuitous route to Sydney or inferior means of transit, involving the loss of time and additional expense,
would considerably reduce the prospect of our making the land a place of residence. This,I opine, is the
case with many others. Milson’s Point I look upon as tbe natural outlet for all the traffic comiug from
the western side of the present tramway, and looking upon the railway as mainly suburban, I think that
the public convenience will he better served by its extension to Milson’s Point than to auy other place.
Calculations in connection with the probabilities of this railway, if extended to Milson’s Point, have been 
submitted to you, and it is not necessary, therefore, for me to attempt to go into this aspect of the question; 
but 1 would just refer to the rapid settlement that took place, and the great revenue now derived from the 
suburban portion of the Illawarra line, viz , Como to Sydney. The revenue received from that line, Hurst- 
ville to Sydney, in 1884, the 9 miles being all at that time completed, was £5,700. In 1886, over the 13 
miles, Como to Sydney, an equal distance to that of the North Shore line from Milson’s Point to Pearce’s 
Corner, showed a revenue of £43,500. Now, if such an increase in the settlement along the Illawarra line 
took place in two years as to show an increase in the revenue from £5.700 to £43,500, surely it is not 
unreasonable to expect that this railwajq through one of the most picturesque localities surrounding 
Sydney, and so naturally adapted by its altitude for suburban settlement, should in a comparatively short 
time show such a revenue as would, in addition to paying working expenses, pay a handsome return on the 
cost of construction, viz., £450,000. A revenue equivalent to that deiived from the Illawarra line 
in 18SG, after allowing £13,000 for working expenses, would show a net return of over 6f per cent.
938. Jir. Cox.] Of course the Illawarra railway only touches Sydney at Eedfern, consequently people at 
Sydney have to go by tram or ’bus to and from Eedfern;—would not the same apply to this railway, sup
posing it were met by tram at the top of the hill ? No, I do not think so. Pirst, because I think—aud 
not only I, but the public also appear to think, as evidenced by the agitation, for a city railway—that to 
travel by tramway as now in Sydney is a great disadvantage ; and secondly, because I think an extension 
of the tramway on the North Shore would be about three times the length of the tramway in Sydney, and 
by having to travel by tram instead of by train I should lose about twenty-five minutes on every trip to * 
and from Lyndfield station.
939. The tram has not stopped the Illawarra line from being a great success, and would the fact of the 
tram meeting the railway at the Crow’s Nest not act in the same way in connection with this line as in the 
case of the Illawarra line ? It is not because of the tram that the illawarra line has become a success, 
but in spite of it.
940. Then, in spite of the tram, would not this line he, in a corresponding manner, a success ? No, I don’t 
think so, because the distance is three times as great.
941. What would be the distance ? 2 J miles.
942. What is the distance between Circular Quay and Eedfern ? I believe the distance between Eedfern
and the present terminus of the tram in Bridge-street is a mile. '
943. Mr. Dowel] Ton made a comparison between the Illawarra railway and the North Shore line;—are
you acquainted with both routes ? Only that I have travelled on both routes. ’
944. Ton know the country, I suppose, tolerably well ? Moderately well.
945. You pointed the Illawarra railway out as having been a successful line as regards the return it has ,
made ? Yes. '
946. Is there anything as regards the country on the Illawarra line that there is noton the North Shore line?
I think that the Illawarra line will not compare with the North Shore line for suburban settlement, 
because the land is too flat. The great advantage of the North Shore line is its altitude.
947. Then you consider the natural advantages of the North Shore line far superior to the advantages of ’
the Illawarra line ? I certainly do for the purpose of settlement. D
948. Do you consider it will compare for residential purposes ? I do, certainly.
949. And you are of opinion, I presume, that in all probability a large population will settle in that part
of the country if the railway is constructed? I think so. .
950. What is your opinion in reference to this proposed line being the terminus of the Great Northern 
line ? I think that will very greatly depend on the Commissioners for Eailways. If they say they will run 
their trains from Milson’s Point to the Northern Districts it will become the terminus of the Northern line.
951. Do you think the shorter distance should induce people to travel by this line ? I certainly think so, 
considering there is a difference of 8 miles which might be saved in time and expense.
952. And do you not think that its water-frontage is in favour of its being the terminus for the northern 
traffic ? Viewed for passenger traffic, I should say not.
953. Goods traffic then ? I don’t know that we have a probability of a large goods traffic.

Henry Cornwell, Esq., sworn, and examined:—
954. Chairman.] Where do you reside ? At Gordon.
955. How long have you been living there ? About ten years.
956. What occupation do you follow ? I am Secretary of the Southern Insurance Company. I have 
written my evidence ; may I read it ?
957. Yes. What you read will be what you are prepared to swear to ? Yes. My desire in attending 
before the Parliamentary Committee in connection uiih the railway from Hornsby to Milson’s Point is 
to_ state, as a resident of Gordon for about ten years, that I agreed to give the land through which the 
rail wav passes where I am living, because I understood the line was to he constructed to the water at Blue’s or 
Milson’s Point. _ If I had known that the line was to have stopped short of tl e water, or if there had 
been any deviation contemplated, I would not have given any land—and on that understanding I advised 
some landowners to accept the Government valuation. In one instance a neighbour and myself induced 
one proprietor to give some 2i acres, or thereabouts. I filled up the form supplied by the Crown Solicitor, 
and induced him to sign it. The line damaged my property considerably.
958. How do you travel in and out ? I drive in and out. *
959. Have you done that for about ten years ? Yes.
960. Eor what distance ? I believe it is 10 miles to my house by road.

H. Cornwell, 
Esq.

22 Oct., 1889.

961.
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H. Cornwell, 961. You would not use tlie railway if you had one ? I would. I would be very happy to use one.
®3<1- 962. Mr. Lee!\ Who induced you to give the land ? Well, a committee of gentlemen called upon me to

ask wou^d we give the land if this railway were constructed.
0 ■’ ‘ 963. Who appointed the committee ? I do not know.

961. A committee of residents ? I think Mr. M‘Keown of North Shore was one.
965. I do not want to know the names. They were a committee of residents appointed by the North Shore 
residents ? One of the gentlemen who came to me, I believe, was a Government official. I am speaking 
entirely from memory.
966. What I wish to know is, did that committee represent the Government in any shape or form ? That 
I could not say.
967. Was any Government official instructed to wait on you to induce you to give your land for railway 
purposes ? I cannot say that, but a form was brought from the Crown Solicitor and I was asked to sign 
it, and I filled up a similar form for Mr. Archibald to sign. The day before, or some time prior to that, 
Mr. Archibald had point blank refused to give any land.
968. Was it not in consequence of its being known that you intended to give the land that this committee 
obtained the form and submitted it to you for your signature? I do not know that. It may have 
occurred in other instances perhaps, but not in my own.
969. Were you under the impression that the Government were making the proposal to you to induce 
you to give the land ? I viewed it partly in that way. In the first place, tenders were called in 1885 for 
the construction of a line from Hornsby to St. Leonards, and after that for the construction of a line from 
Hornsby to the Crow’s Nest, and I understood that if we gave the land either one or the other would be 
carried out, and if I had known that the intention was not to carry out that line I would not have given 
my land.
970. The general impression abroad was that the line would be constructed from Hornsby to the deep 
waters of Port Jackson? I understood that. The feeling generally was so.

■ 971. But there was no representation made to you by the Government of the day that if you gave your
land the line would be constructed? No.
972. Mr. Cox.~\ What quantity of land did you give the Government ? I think between 4 and 5 acres.

* 973. At what rate did you value that land per acre ? I have not put any value upon it. About 2 acres 
was part of my vineyard—a chain or a chain and a half from the back of my house.
974. You gave that to the Government, believing that the railway would add considerably to the value of 
your property ? Of course.
975. And that was given under the understanding that the railway was only to go as far as the Crow’s 
Nest ? I did not make any stipulation. I saw that tenders were called for to construct the line to the 
Crow’s Nest, and I took it that that line would be carried out.
976. To the Crow’s Nest, but not to deepwater? Well, to that or to Blue’s Point. The line was 
surveyed to Blue’s Point, and I understood from the surveyor that a better line could be got to Milson’s 
Point, and we thought the line would be carried to the water.
977. Did you give this land free to the Government on the understanding that that railway was to go to 
the Crow’s Nest or be continued ? I, like many others, had an idea that it would have been taken to 
Blue’s Point or Milson’s Point, but the last tender was only to the Crow’s Nest.
978. If the railway was to have gone to the Crow’s Nest only, would you have given the land ? Oh, most

. decidedly.

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

John Prancis Coffee, Esq., sworn, and examined :—
J. F. Coffee 979. Chairman.'] You are a resident of Gore Hill, are you not ? No—Mowbray Boad, North Willoughby.

Esq. 980. How long have you been living over that way ? About six years.
/——\ 981. We have been informed you desire to offer some evidence to the Committee ;—would you be good 

22Oct., 1889. enough to tell us what you have got to say ? Some six months ago, in anticipation of- this railway being 
built, we made an investment with the view of starting a nursery. We have spent £3,000 in purchasing 
the land and making improvements, and think of spending more if we should be able to ship from North 
Shore. We do not care much for a local market, and if the railway stops at the Crow’s Nest it will be 
practically useless to us. I suppose we would be the largest shippers, excepting the brickmakers, on 
that line for the next few years. _ _
982. How far out do you live ? The nursery is about 10 miles out—1 mile 70 chains this side of 
Hornsby, at No. 4 cutting.
983. Can you send the produce from there into Sydney at Darling Harbour ? It will eat up the profits 
if you make freights too dear.
984. Would you not be compensated by what you would save by not having to send across the water? 
My idea was to put it on the train near our nursery, take it to the foreshores, put it on a lighter, and 
load it on the different colonial and intercolonial steamers. My primary object was to save freight.
985. Mr. Garrard.] What is the nature of the industry you are starting ? A nursery.
986. Do you anticipate very much produce from that being sent away ? Yes.

• 987. Almost equal to the brickyards ? Well, I do not say that; but I do not think there is any industry
that will rival ours during the next five years, except the brickyards. I do not know what they would do.
988. Theirs would run into some thousands of tons—yours is not likely to go up to hundreds, is it ? 
Oh, yes.
989. What is the extent of your holding ? I think 17i acres.
990. It would be a very prolific output for such an area ? You can grow 19,500 trees to the acre, each 
tree about 5 or 6 feet high. It is only about i mile to the nearest station.
991. How long is it since you purchased the land? In April this year.
992. Did the vendor of the land give you to understand the Government were pledged to take the railway 
to the waters of Port Jackson ? No ; I did not ask him any question.
993. Do you know if the vendor gave any of his land for railway purposes ? I do not know. The vendor 
was a company near Pitt-street, near Bathurst-street—the Sydney Permanent. I see that some gentleman 
the other day suggested that there might be large ferry-boats to take the cars across the harbour, and Mr. 
Garrard interjected that there was not so much traffic in America, where these boats were used—not so

much
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much traffic on the rivers and lakes in America as there would be in Sydney harbour. ■ I beg leave to differ 
from that statement. In the city of Detroit there are seven large boats continually conveying cars 
across, and which hold from fifteen to twenty-four cars each. They convey all the commerce of Lake 
Michigan, Lake Superior, Lake Huron, Georgian Hay, and St. Clair River; and then, GO miles above 
Detroit at Port Huron, there are four boats that transfer cars across the St. Clair River.
994. What is tbe distance ? . Half a mile in Port Huron, and three quarters of a mile in Detroit. •
995. How often do those boats leave each side ? As soon as they can get loaded—about every half hour.
996. Then the boats here travel to and fro twice as often as the boats to which you refer? You are 
talking of passenger service. I am speaking of freight service.
997. Mr. Humpliery.'] What sort of boats are they—double-ended transfer boats ? Yes.
998. Do you know the cost of construction ? No.
999. How many trains a day do they convey across ? About every half hour they load up to go across.
1000. Prom what you have seen in Detroit and elsewhere, do you think it is practicable to have trains 
conveyed from Sydney to the North Shore in double-ended transfer boats ? I do, and have thought so 
ever since I came here.
1001. Chairman.'] How are they taken across the river ? By steam.
1002. Are the waters as rough as Sydney Harbour ? We do not consider Sydney harbour rough. There 
is a much stronger stream in the St. Clair River at Port Huron, and in Detroit River.
1003. Mr. Lachey.] What did you say was the extent of your nursery at North Shore? 171- acres.
1004. Have you been working it very long? I commenced to clear about six months ago, and have now 
got about 11 acres cleared.
1005. How much have you under stocks ? About 5 acres. I could not buy stocks this year.
1006. Have you taken this up as a new industry, or is it an old occupation of yours ? A new enterprise.
1007. You employ skilled men; you do not do it from your own knowledge ? No ; except what know
ledge a layman could acquire by close stndy the last couple of years. '
1008. You say you intend exporting these young trees you produce in the nursery from the shore ? Yes.
1009. To other countries or different parts of this Colony ? To different parts of the Australasian 
Colonies.
1010. Are you giving your attention principally to deciduous trees or to evergreens ? Both, and plants.
1011. Are you cultivating the orange and the lemon ? Yes.

J. F. Coffee, 
Esq.

22 0ct7l889.

.Tames George Edwards, Esq., sworn, and further examined :—
1012. Chairman^] What is it you wanted to say about that committee ? It is by way of explaining what
was said by Mr. Cornwell with reference to the giving of the land along the railway route. I was one of 
the committee who waited upon the residents of Gordon and Willoughby to see how many of them would 
give land. "
1013. I suppose it was a committee appointed by people over there who wanted to get the railway ? Yes. 
We waited on the Minister for Works in order to see if he would call for tenders for the construction of 
the line for which the money had been voted previously. The Minister asked how many of us would be 
prepared to give our land. I said I was, and had a list of other parties in the district who had also 
promised to give their land. He said he did not think there was sufficient, and that the agreement 
signed by them was not sufficiently binding, and he adjourned the deputation, I think, for a week or a 
fortnight.
1014. Mr. Garrard.] What Minister was that ? I think it was Mr. Lyne, but I am not quite positive. We 
were then directed to wait upon Mr. Williams, the Crown Solicitor, to see whether the document 
we had signed was sufficiently binding. The Crown Solicitor thought it was not, and he prepared a 
document, and requested us to wait on the people again. We went from the Crown Solicitor’s office and 
waited on Mr. Cornwell, Mr. Treatt, and other residents of the district. Some consented to give their 
land, and others refused to give theirs. That was the way the thing was done.
1015. Mr. Cox.] Upon that paper did the railway purport to be from Hornsby to the. Crow’s Nest, or 
whither ? Erom Hornsby to the deep waters of Port Jackson, we understood.
1016. What was the exact wording of the paper ? I cannot give the exact wording, but the purport, I
believe, was from Hornsby junction to tho deep waters of Port Jackson. • .
1017. Is that paper in the liands of the Government? It is. We lodged it with the Government.
1018. Mr. Humphery.] What is the ’bus fare from Milson’s Point to the “Great Northern Hotel ” ?
Sixpence. .
1019. To Lindfield ? One shilling, up as far as Waterhouse’s, which is 8 miles from Milson’s Point.
1020. To Stony Creek Corner ? A mile further on, it is Is. 3d.; and to “ Jenkins’ Hotel,” very nearly 
another mile, it is Is. 6d. The 10-mile peg is just beyond “ Jenkins’ Hotel.”

J. G. 
Edwards, 

Esq.

22 Oct., 1889.

James Banford Thompson, Esq., land valuer, sworn, and examined:—
1021. Chairman.] You are in the Government service, what is your position? At present I am a land 
valuer in the Public Works Department.
1022. Have you inspected this line from Hornsby to Milson’s Point ? Yes ; I dealt with all the resump
tions on the constructed part of the line, and furnished an estimate of the probable cost of the land 
between the terminus of the line that has been made and Milson’s Point.
1023. What was that estimate ? The total was £133,909.
1024. The whole of the land through which the proposed railway passes on the Berry Estate is not built 
upon ? It is quite unimproved.
1025. The foreshores on the eastern side of Lavender Bay are practically unimproved ? Yes.
1026. There are no improvements there of any value ? Not much.
1027. Are those the only lands on these 2 miles 21 chains—from Milson’s Point to the terminus at Lane 
Cove Road—which are unimproved? Berry’s Estate is unimproved, and there is very little improved on 
the eastern side of Lavendei Bay.
1028. Otherwise there is no unimproved land ? No.

J. B.
Thompson,

Esq.

22 0ctTl889.

1029.
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1029. bo tTiat if it were not determined to construct tin's line at the present time, and these lands were 
now re.-umed, it would not add mucn to the cost of constructing it hereafter ? Except there were a rise

_____ m the value of property, as frequently’occurs. ^
22 Oct., 1889. But I am saying, suppose it were deemed inexpedient to construct the line of railway from the Lane

Cove Road to Milson’s Point now, but the Government were to icsume the unimproved hinds at the 
present time, wuth the view of ultimately constructing it at some time or other, do you think it would be 
a wise thing to do P I think it would be wise to resume the unimproved land.
-‘-031. iu proportion to the unimproved land, the improved land would not give it any increase in value? 
INothing like in the same proportion. '
1032. \ou have not got the reputation of valuing land too highly ? Jfo ; I think I am rather extravagant.
1033. But the land-owners do not consider you extravagant ? I would-be very sorry to satisfy the land
owners. • J
1014. JUr. Gctrrard.~\ IVliat is the width of the land proposed to be resumed ? I think it is about 2 chains. 
That is tbe usual width taken.
1035. Have you allowed 2 chains on the water frontage for instance ? Tes ; I have a plan showing the 
width, and 1 have a book of reference. °
1030. Mr. Dowel.'] In your opinion, would the construction of this railway improve those unimproved 
properties through which it would pass ? I think it would do so very largely. I feel certain of that, and 
there is the enhanced value, for which some credits will be taken, and which I have not taken into account. 
I estimated what I considered the fee-simple value at the time I made the estimate.
1037. But the enhanced value which you are entitled to take into consideration under the existing law 
you have not considered at present ? No ; I have not. -
1038. Mr. HumplieryIs the Lavender Bay frontage Crown property, or does it belong to private
persons ? It is nearly all alienated. °
10 are the owners ? There are a great number of them. It reaches from Cavill’s baths down
to Milson’s Point.
1040. It is all private property ? Yes.
1041. The whole 2,000 feet ? Yes ; except streets.
1042. Mr. Garrard.] Do I understand you to say that the applications to reclaim and purchase have been 
granted to nearly all the holders on the eastern side of Lavender Bay? There are several applications to 
reclaim that have been granted.
1043. Are tbe reclamations carried out ? Some of them have been carried out, and others have not.

J. B.
Thompson,

Esq.

WEDNESDAY, 23 OCTOBER, 1889.
JBrmttt:—

JOSEPH PALMER ABBOTT, Esq. (Chairman).
The Hon. John Lackey.
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery. 
The Hon. George Henry Cox.

Jacob Garrard, Esq.
Wintam Springthorpe Dowel, Esq. 
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed railway to connect the North Shore Railway with the
deep waters of Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point.

William Cornelius Goddard, Esq., sworn, and examined:—
a. 9'x- 10441' Ghairman-] You are Chairman of the Board of Directors of the North Shore Steam Perry Com-
broadara,Esq. pany are yOU not p J am one 0f thg directors.

23 Oct^ 1889 were informed that you could give the Committee some valuable evidence as to the proposed
’ extension of this line of railway from the Crow’s Nest to Milson’s Point;—do you know the length—2 

miles and 2L chains? I know the proposed line. I would like to say I have very little information to 
give, but what I have to give I have written. ~
1016. You understand you are swearing to what you have written—that is your evidence? Yes.
1017. Very well then ; will you read it, please ? I have been resident at North Shore for the past nine
teen years, and have been a member ot the Board of the North Shore Ferrv Company since its formation, 
over eleven years ago. Comparing the present traffic with that of ten years ago, the company could then 
efficiently meet the requirements of the trade, of which Milson’s Point forms part, with steamers licensed 
to carry 640 passengers, whilst now more frequent trips have to bo made with steamers in the same trade 
carrying 2,580 passengers. The traffic by the vehicular steamers during the same period has correspond
ingly increased. About fourteen months ago, shortly after the establishment of the uniform fare of one 
penny, a return was initiated, showing the removals to and from the North Shore by the Company’s 
steamers, the result of which is that to date there have been 337 removals from and 554 removals to the 
North Shore during that period. As the North Shore hears the same relation to Sydney as Birkenhead 
to Liverpool, or Brooklyn to New York, which places have enormously increased in population, it is not 
too much to expect that in the course of a very few years the railway to Milson’s Point will pay 
handsomely. J
1048. I suppose you found that the better class of sieamers developed the traffic ? Well, of course, the
facilities we gave the public developed the traffic and the population also. '
1049. Have you any idea how much the number of passengers has increased during tho last few years—
take four or five years ? I should say that in the last five years they have increased 33 per cent. ■ 
lOoO. Would you not say that the bulk of that increase is away to the east bf this proposed railway line— 
that the people are residents to the east of this line, and it could he of no use to them ; the growth of 
population is near Neutral Bay, Mossmau s Bay, and up that way, towards Middle Harbour, is it not ? 1
am not prepared to say that. Those living right up the North Shore might possibly not come over by our 
boats to remove there; very likely they do not.
1051. Mr. Cox.] What connection is there between this railway scheme and your North Shore ferry
boats ? There is a tram-line fora certain distance, but there is really no connection between the tram
way and the railway at present. ,

1052.
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1052. Beyond the tratn-line, what increase do you expect in the ferry traffic in the event of the railway 
beinc; constructed P That is a question I can hardlv answer. I can only speak as t-.the ferry service.
1053. The passengers going from shore to shore would have nothing to do with the inferior of the country 
or with the country miles back—between Sydney Harbour and Hornsby on tho liomebush line ? I think 
they would, because it would become a suburban line.
1054. Have you formed any estimate as to the probable increase in the traffic on your boats in the event 
of the railway being constructed between Port Jackson and Hornsby ? We have not considered that 
question, but we should be prepared to put on direct boats to Milson’s Point instead of mailing that point 
as at present a port of call.
1055. Have you formed any idea as to whether there would he any traffic other than passenger traffic ? 
The vehicular traffic would be sure to develop.
1056. Would there be any goods traffic ? I take it that there would be a good proportion of goods 
traffic.
1057. In what respect ? I suppose the fruit and produce from Lane Cove would come down by that 
way.
105S. Ton are aware, I presume, of the estimated cost of this extension from Crow’s West ? I am not. 
1059. Therefore you are not able to say whether the increased traffic is likely to pay a fair percentage on 
the outlay ? lam only speaking in a general war.
1080. Mr. Dowel.'] Do you resile at North Shore ? Yes; I have resided there for nineteen years.
1061. Then you have a considerable acquaintance with the whole of the district which the line traverses, 
and with the proposed route of the new section ? I am sorry to say that my acquaintance is not very 
considerable. I simply reside across the water, and I have not seen as much of the upper part of North 
Shore as I might have done.
1062. Do you know anything of the country through which the lino goes P I have seen it several times.
1063. From your knowledge of Milson’s Point, do you think it is a suitable place to be tho terminus of
the Great Northern line ? Yes, decidedly. .
1061. Have you any knowledge of the northern districts at all—the districts beyond Hornsby? Yes; 
I have been over tbe line two or three times.
1065. You are aware that large quantities of wool, hay, and other produce are sent down from the north ? 
Yes.
1066. Well, in view of that knowledge, are you still of opinion that Milson’s Point would be a proper 
place for the terminus of the line ? I am speaking more particularly in regard to the passenger traffic.
1067. I desire to know whether you, as a person having a large knowledge of the ferry service to Milson’s 
Point, think that that point would he a suitable terminus for the Great Northern line for goods as well 
as passengers ? I do, with the foreshores of Lavender Bay.
1068. You think it would offer more facilities for the transaction of business^by the public than either 
Eedfern or Darling Harbour ? I do.
1069. Mr. Lachey.] Have you noticed any perceptible alteration in the ferry traffic since the establish
ment of the tram service ? Decidedly. Before the establishment of the tram service, two-thirds of our 
traffic went to Lavender Bay, but three-fourths of the increased traffic now goes to Milson’s Point.
1070. The increase in the traffic has been very marked generally ? Undoubtedly ; but of course that i# 
largely .due to tbe liberality of tbe directors of the North Shore Ferry Co.

W. C.
Goddard, Ksq,

23 Oct., 1889.

James George Edwards, Esq., sworn, and further examined:—
1071. Chairman.] The Committee understand that you desire to make a statement concerning the evidence J. G.
you gave yesterday about the expensiveness of the tram service over the railway service ? Yesterday I do Edwards,
not think I made myself very clear. I have looked over that part of the report of my evidence to which
Mr. Lee took exception. From my point of view, I believe the figures are correct; but at the same time ^ Qct ^ggg
I do not think I presented them in tlie clearest possible manner, and I desire now to present them in a ' ’’ ‘
way which will show that the result is the same. Yesterday, in referring to the cost of the tram service
over the railway service I gave the following figures:—Working expenses of the tramway, £9,717 ;
working expenses of the railway, £2,000 ; leaving a balance of £7.717 against the tramway, which sum,
capitalised at 3f per cent., is equal to £220,485. Now, with regard to the railway, the estimated cost is
£262,000, and the value of the land over the tunnel is estimated to be £28,000, leaving a balance of
£234,000, and deducting cost of tram extension, £30,000, we get a balance of £201,000.' The tramway
service would cost £220,485, and the railway service £204,000, leaving a balance of £16,185 in favour of
the railway. The matter would have been less obscure if it had been stated in the following form, which
I think the Committee will admit is fair, and which reaches the same deduction :—The working expenses
of the tramway scheme would be £9,7L7, and the interest on cost of extension (£30,000 at 31 per cent.),
£1,050, making a total cost of £10,767. Now, taking the railway scheme, the estimated cost of extension 
is £262,000, minus £28,000—I am not taking the £30,000 equals—and the interest ou £234,000 at 3J per 
cent is £8,190, and the working expenses are £2,000 a year. The total working expenses of the railway 
scheme are £10,190 a year, whereas the tramway scheme costs £10,760 a year, leaving a balance of £577 
in favour of the railway ; £577 annually is interest, at 3^ per cent., ou £16,485. We have therefore 
arrived at the. same result in another way, and I think in a far clearer and perhaps more logical way. There 
is only one other thing I wish to say. Yesterday Mr. Lee asked whether it would not be cheaper to take 
coal to tbe works from Strathfield than from Darling Harbour. I find that it would be decidedly cheaper 
to take the coal from Strathfield. At the same time, what I said yesterday was correct—we would rather 
take Bulli coal than mountain coal, because the carriage would be only 3s. 6d. ,

TUESDAY,
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Edward William O’Sullivan, Esq. 
John Hurley, Esq.
Charles Aleeed Lee, Esq.

The Commiitee further considered the proposed Railway to connect the North Shore Railway with the
deep waters of Port Jackson, at Milson’s Point.

Joseph Barling, Esq., Under Secretary for Public Works, sworn and further examined:—
J. Barling, 1072. Chairman.'] It has been stated here by some of the witnesses that some people gave their lands free 

Esq- of charge to the Government in consideration of their constructing this line of railway to the deep waters 
°f Port Jackson;—do you know of any such gift? As I have explained before, I have had no personal 

5 JSov., 1869. knowledge of the earlier matters relating to this extension ; but it having been intimated to me that such 
a statement had been made, and that the Committee required information on the matter, I instructed the 
officer who has the papers in his charge to go carefully through the whole matter, and see if auy reference 
to any such promise having been made was to be found among the papers, and he could find none.
1073. Are you able to say that there are no documents among the papers showing any gift by anybody ? 
So far as I know there arc not; but a careful precis is being made of the whole of the papers, and I think 
we shall be able to have it ready to-morrow anl 1 will put it, together with the whole of tho papers, before 
tho Committee.
1074. Dr. Gan-au.] 1 understand that in recommending jthij extension to the water’s edge you are 
representing the views of the Department of Works ? Quite so.
1075. Is this extension to the water’s edge intended as a substitute for the bridge? I think not.
1076. Then I understand that it is the view of the Department that wo should make the extension to the 
water’s edge whether the bridge is made or not? I think so.
.1077. Leaving the bridge as an open question to be decided hereafter ? Quite so.
1078. But if a bridge should be made in the course of a few years, would it not, for the purposes of 
suburban traffic, which we are told would not begin till 3 miles from the water’s edge, supersede this line 
to a certain extent? No doubt it would to a certain extent do away with the necessity for it; but I 
think there will be traffic for the extension for all time. No doubt there will always be traffic from this 
line to the region round about Milson’s Point.
1079. "\¥e are told that this railway is not desired for what you may call the present North Shore resi
dential population, but is to accommodate the existing residential population between the 3-mile post aud 
Hornsby ? Quite so.
1080. And it is to accommodate future traffic, which is expected quickly to develop, that this line to the 
water’s edge is recommended ? Quite so.
1081. And we are to spend £262,000 for that purpose ? Quite so.
1082. But if we are to make a bridge, would not all the residents beyond the 3-mile post go straight over
the bridge to Sydney? I daresay they would, but it must be remembered that eventually the railway 
would develop a very large city on the North Shore, and some time must elapse before we can have the 
bridge. AVe shall have a city to deal with then. The extension will be always available, always useful, 
and always needed in such an event. ’
1083. Can you tell me whether there has been any estimate made in the Department as to the cost of the 
bridge? Estimates, I believe, have been made with respect to the cost of a bridge, but I have not the 
papers before me. They are out of the office. I have tried to get them, but have failed to do so up to 
the present time, and I am searching for them now. They have been dealt with by several Departments, 
and I am trying to collect the papers together, and shall then have a connected account of the whole 
transactions with regard to the bridge.
1034. Have you auy idea of the amount of the estimate ? I should not like to commit myself unprepared 
to any statement.
1085. Do you know whether that estimate included the approaches on either side ? I should not like to 
answer. I have not a personal knowledge of the papers. I have not had an opportunity to look at them, 
and I would not like to commit myself till 1 have prepared myself.
1086. Erom what you have seen of the papers, do you know if any scheme has been designed by the 
engineers for connecting the line with (say) the Observatory Hill ? Asa matter of fact, I believe Sir John 
Eowler prepared some sort of a scheme and estimate; but I have not the particulars before me, and I 
believe other schemes by other engineers have been propounded.
1087. Do you know whether there has been auy alternative route for a bridge considered at all by the 
engineers ? I could not say.
1088. You have only had a slight view of the papers ? Yes, a very slight view of the papers.
1089. Is there anybody in the Department who would know? I very much question whether there is any
one in the Department who could answer the question in the absence of the papers, which we are trying 
to collect together. As soon as I have the papers together I will be able to give a connected account of 
the matter. '
1090. You know the goods route was at one time to go to Ball’s Head ;—was there ever a scheme to carry 
a bridge across from there to Balmain ? I do not know. I hardly think there could have been, but I am 
not sure.
1091. If the proposal before us is to be looked upon as an alternative proposal, we have not tho details of 
the other alternatives ? We would hardly look at it in the light of an alternative scheme. Our conten
tion is that it is desirable to take tho line to Milson’s Point.
1092. You treat it on its own merits ? Yes, quite irrespective of the bridge.

1093.
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1093. Mr. Cox.] lias there been any proposal to make a tunnel under the harbour, instead of constructing J. Barfing, 
a bridge across it P There have been some proposals to make a tunnel under the harbour, but the matter Estj.
is at present in such an experimental stage that I could not give any evidence on the point at all, and I '---- ----- -
do not know that any others could, so far as the Department is concerned. ** -^or ) ISS:).

Eobert Henry Do Low, Esq , Clerk in the Department of Lands, sworn and examined :— 
1094. Mr. Copeland.] You are in the Lands Department are you not P Yesifiox WLoi _____ j.-,____o »t ^ _ K.H. 3)o Lomt-,

Clerk in charge of the Miscellaneous and Alienation :Es(1'
5 Xot., 18S0.

1095. What position do you occupy there ? 
branches.

®ld/ou. occupy that position at the time of the Crown lands subdivision at Gordon ? Yes
1097. At the time of the sale ? Yes.
1098. Who were the auctioneers who sold that land ? Eichardson and Wrench. • '
1099. It has been implied in evidence taken before this Committee with reference to the construction of

t“at Joe lands at Gordon were sold the auctioneers gave the purchasers to understand 
euU- ™lhva7Jvoul1d ke carried on to Milson’s Point; as an officer of the Lands Department can you 
tell this Committee whether any instructions emanated from the Lands Department to the auctioneers to 
make such a statement ? None whatever.
1100. Were you at the sale ? Yes.
1101. You generally attend those sales, do you not ? Yes.
IJno ?pld y°1U ]ief SU(;]l statement made by the auctioneer ? I did not hear any such statement.
1103. It such a statement had been made would you have been likely to hear it ? Yes. I sat alongside
the auctioneer, Mr. A. W. S. Gregg. 5
1104. And no such statement was made ? Not that I heard.
1105. Either by the auctioneer or any lands official? No, sir. If it had been I, not having known of 
such a promise, should have deemed it my duty to have checked ihe auctioneers.
1106. Mr. Garrard.] Do you know what the auctioneer did promise the buyers who were there; were
you paying attention to him all the time—before he commenced the sale and during the sale—so as to 
know what he did say ? I was following him closely. •
1107. Did you hear any promise made by the auctioneer in connection with this railway matter ? I 
heard no promise whatever made.
1108. Were any other Lands officials there ? Yes.
1109. Who were they ? Mr. Marr was there.
11V0-^- B°wel] Were any statements made by the auctioneer to the effect that the land would, in all 
probability be materially increased in value by the construction of this line to deep water ? No, sir — 
not that I heard. ’

271—o
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS
Railway to connect the North Shore Railway with Port Jackson at Milson’s Point.

APPENDIX.

A.
Report by Mr. John AVhitton, Engineer-in-Cbtef for Railways3 Dated 17 May, 1S88.

Department of Public Works, Railway Branch, Engineer-in-Ohief’s Office, Sydney, 23rd October, 1889. 
Memorandum to the Secretary, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works.

I forward herewith for the information of the Parliamentary Committee, a copy of a report of the Engineer-in-Chief, on 
the subject of the “ Extension of the Railway from the termination of the present contract from Pearce’s Corner to St. 
Leonards to the deep waters of Port Jackson,” dated May 17th, 1888. W. H. QUODLING,

Secretary.

Department of Public Works, Railway Construction Branch, Sydney, 17th May, 1888.

{Minute Paper.')
Subject :—“Extension of the Railway from the Termination of the Present Contract from Pearce’s 

* Corner to St Leonards, to the Deep Waters of Port Jackson.”
Three routes have been surveyed, commencing near the termination of the contract now in progress, viz. :—1. To Cremorne 
Point. 2. To Blue’s Point. 3. To Milson’s Point.

1. Extension to Cremorne Point.
This line commences at 10 miles 13 chains on the railway from Pearce’s Corner to St. Leonards, and terminates at 

Cremorne Point, having a length of 4 miles 64 chains.
The line crosses under the Lane Cove Road at 25 chains and again at 53 chains, then runs parallel to Burlington- 

street, passing under the North Sydney Road and Alexander-street. West-street and Miller-street are crossed on the level. 
Between Miller-street and Walker-street a station can be provided. The line afterwards crosses Alfred and Ernest Streets 
near their intersection on the level, and after passing under Grassmere-street sweeps round along the western side of 
Mossman’s Bay, thence crossing the spur by a tunnel, runs along the northern side of Shell Cove, and terminates at Cremorne 
Point.

There are three tunnels on this line of an aggregate length of 56 chains. ^ .
As this line will be inconvenient for passenger traffic to the harbour, and provision is being made for the coal traffic at 

Long Nose Point, it has not been deemed advisable to further consider this scheme.

2. Extension to Blue’s Point.
This line commences at 10 miles 13 chains on the Pearce’s Corner St. Leonards Railway, and terminates at Blue’s 

Point, being a length of 2 miles 37 chains ; it follows for Ihe greater portion of its course the same ground as the extension 
to Milson’s Point, but the distance is too short to enable any satisfactory station arrangements to be made.

In addition, no passenger steamers are running to that point, nor a horse-ferry boat, and there is no tram to connect 
with the railway. It is therefore, in my opinion, unsuitable for a railway terminus, even had it been practicable to place a 
station at that point. •

3. Extension to Milson's Point.
This line commences at 10 miles 2 chains 28 links on the railway from Pearce’s Corner to St. Leonards, and terminates 

at Milson’s Point, having a total length of 2 miles 71 chains and 32 links.
The line passes under the Lane Cove Road at 36i chains. At 79 chains it passes under Edwardes Road ; Bay Road 

and Carr-street are crossed on the level.
After passing under Union-street it sweeps round to the left, and by means of a tunnel crosses to the head of 

Lavender Bay, then skirts the eastern shore of this bay, and terminates at Milson’s Point. ^
A station will be provided at the crossing of the Lane Cove Road, and a platform will be made at Bay-street.
A platform at Walker-street, at the head of Lavender Bay, can also be provided if necessary. #
The terminal station, at Milson’s Point, is intended for passengers, and no arrangements are contemplated for shipping 

coal, as provision is being made for that purpose at Long Nose Point. .
Facilities will be provided for light goods traffic, and coal will be carried for local consumption.
The works include a tunnel 308 yards long under Blue’s Point Road, and a viaduct 470 feet in length at the head of 

Lavender Bay.
The steepest gradient is 1 in 40, the distance being too short to admit of a flatter incline.
The sharpest curve is 10 chains radius. .
For a mile and a half the line passes through unimproved property belonging to David Berry, Esq., and very little 

valuable land is interfered with in the whole distance, nor are any important houses seriously damaged.
The terminus at this point will give every accommodation to the travelling public, as it will meet the steamers to 

and from Sydney, and be close to, and on the same level as the Cable Tramway running through the centre of St. Leonards; 
and will also provide for the transference of horses and carriages between the Railway and the Horse Ferry Steamers.

The estimated cost of this line is £105,000, or at the rate of £36,207 per mile.
The tunnel—308 yards in length—will be constructed for a double line.

The Secretary for Public Works. JOHN WHITTON.

B.
Observations on the Proposed Railway, by Mr. Henry Deane, Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways.

Minute Paper. 4
Subject:—North Shore Railway Extension to Milson’s Point.

To the Chairman and Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works. -
Department of Public "Works, Railway Construction Branch, Sydney, 22 Oct., 1889. 

An examination of the details of the land valuer’s estimate will show that the cost of resumption of the land over the 
tunnel has been put down at £28)000. Clause 18 of the “Lands for Public Purposes Acquisition Act of 1880, however, 
gives power to the Government to make tunnels for railway purposes without resumption, if the surface is uninjured, as it 
® would
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would be in the present case. Further—£21,003 has been taken as the value of the land on the Berry Estate, although the 
owner would probably be willing to give it without charge, in consideration of the enormous increase m value which would 
result from the construction of the railway. The cutting out of these two items would cause a reduction of £49,000, thus
bringing the estimate for land down to £87,000, and the total cost of works and land to £214,000.

The extension of the tramway from the present terminus along Ridge-street {produced) and Lane Cove Koad to the 
railway would cost about £30,000, its length being 1 mile T2J chains. This amount includes the cost of extra engine power, 
which must be provided, and would probably also cover the cost of compensation for land and purchase of additional rolling

' I take the liberty of pointing out that such a connection as this would not have the effect of converting the districts 
situated along the Lane Cove Road into suburbs of Sydney, as the double change from steamer to tram and train to tram, 
and vice, versa, would be fatal to any chance of extensive settlement, whereas if the railway were extended to Milson s Romt 
it would be as easy to get to the heights of Chatswood and Gordon as it is now to rea-h the suburbs along the railway.

It is generally assumed that the Illawarra Railway, as far as Huritville, is a good paying property. The length of 
this line is 74 miles. It cost roughly £300,000, and when first constructed had about as little population on it as the country 
along the North Shore Railway; yet the residential attractiveness of the district it served is not as great as that of the 
country which the latter traverses. The revised estimate of the Milson’s Point extension is as explained above, £214d)00_; 
and, with the already constructed portion added, £394,000—say £400,000 for 12J miles of line ; and mile for mile this is 
cheaper than the Hurstville Railway. The already constructed line has'cost £180,000but unless extended the revenue 
will be insignificant, so that it is not an expenditure of £400,000 that has to be considered, but £214,000 only for the 
opening up of 124 miles of country. . . . , ^

In the event of the railway being extended to Milson’s Point, traffic would begin to come in from the westeni side oi 
Blue’s Point, where there is already a large population, and there would appear to be little doubt that in a very short tune 
the land on each side of the line between the present terminus at 10 miles 40 chams, and the tunnel at 12 jndes, would 
become thickly populated, and a considerable revenue would result; while between the present terminal station ana 
Hornsby, settlement would also largely increase as the altitude would be a great attraction to many. #

The proposal to use the tramway for goods traffic is scarcely practicable. Although the tramway is laid tp/?? sam® 
gauge as the railway, the rolling-stock of the latter is not fitted to run over it, as the shape of the wheels is not suitable, and 
the traction power could not be applied. Specially designed rolling-stock would, therefore, be required for the purpose, and 
the transfer of goods between train and tram would have to take place. _ . . .

If the construction of a bridge over the harbour is to be considered as a rival scheme to the Milson s Ponit extension, 
it is, of course, to be assumed that it would be designed to carry a double line of railway as well as a road. The direction 
of this bridge could best be made, I think, in a line connecting M‘Mahon and Dawes’ Points; the railway would then 
naturally branch off from the present proposed Milson’s Point line at about Ilf miles. Considering, however, the very 

' large probable cost of the bridge with its approaches and land resumption involved, I would suggest that it might pe well 
to consider the desirability of at least temporarily forming the connection with Sydney by railway to Milson s Point and 
thence by steam ferry to Fort Macquarie, especially as even after the construction of the bridge there would still be a large 
ferry traffic, and probably sufficient revenue to produce a fair return on the outlay. DEANE

The Chairman and Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works.

c.
Precis of Proceedings in relation to the Proposed Railway.

Fob th« extension of the North Shore line from its present terminus to the waters of Port Jackson three alternative routes 
have been suggested and surveyed—(1) with terminus at Cremome ; (2) with terminus at Blues Point; and (3) with 
terminus at Milson’s Point. The Engineer-in-Chief was in favour of the lastnamed route, and this was adopted by the
Government. . a r x-u

There are not many papers referring to the matter, but the following is the purport of tnem.
9/5/88.—The Mayor of St. Leonards forwarded to the Minister, copy of a resolution carried at a meeting of the Gouncii 

of that Borough, to the efifect that any extension of the North Shore line towards the deep waters of Port Jackson, which did 
not pass through the centre of St. Leonards, and provide for a central goods and passenger station somewhere near the 
Reserve, would fail to he a remunerative undertaking, and would inflict a grave wrong upon the population of that Boiough 

The matter was referred to the Engineer-in-Chief, who reported that he did not see how it was possible to comply with 
this request. The cost of land and compensation would be so great, that nothing would justify our incurring it.

13/6/88.—The Mayor was so informed. ^ ^ ,r ____
17/8/89.—A deputation of the Corporation of St. Leonards waited upon Mr. Secretary Sutherland to urge the same 

. point. They stated that the line as proposed would not serve the Borough the most important and populous part of 
North Shore, and it was moreover not the best route. It should pass through St. Leonards and touch the v atei at Neutr®! 
Bay or Cremorne. The line as designed would divert their trade to Sydney and seriously interfere with the prosperity and 

. progress of the Borough. They believed the resumptions by the proposed line would be more costly than if the “'e were 
carried through St. Leonards. .There was a consensus of opinion m favour of a centralsta.ion at St. Leonards, and in favour 

■ of Cremorne as the terminus. They pointed out also that there was no room for shipping at Milson s Romt.
Mr. Sutherland informed the deputation that Mr. Whitton was m favour of the Milson s Point route, and that to 

adopt the line they proposed would involve enormous expense. He was aware thqt the approved line ^°“ld ®
bulk of the population of St. Leonards. The Government would submit the line for the consideration of the Pailiamentary 
Committee, when persons interested would have an opportunity of tendering their evidence. ,. f ,, ini^Vn-farits

October.—Mr. J. S. Edwards forwarded to the Minister copy of a resolution earned at a meeting of the inhabitants 
of Lane Cove, Willoughby, and Hornsby, to the effect that any deviation of the North Shore line m the direction of 
Cremorne would prove most disastrous to those districts, and that if such line M not termiimte at seme point between 
Careening Bay and Sugar Works Bay it would not serve their interests Mr Edwards went °n to say t^t the pl^es 
named were unanimous that the terminus should not be at Cremorne, and that three out of four of the Municipal t es 
North Shore were of the same opinion. They were aware that a small section of the public r(?®iai“g ^ •’
interested in property there, were agitating for such a deviation of the 1™ « - wnrW for its

ments of the fruit-growers; and, (5) would terminate near the terminus of the proposed city railway. -nMW!1T.,pq
12/10/88.—A deputation waited upon Mr. Secretary Sutherland to advocate rhe views comeyed m Mr. Edward s 

letter, il, to condemn the Cremorne scheme and to urge that the line should be earned to some point between Caree g 
Bay and Sugar Works Bay. The arguments urged by the deputation were identical with those employed by Mr. Edwards 

7 Mr Sutherland informed the deputation that he concurred in therr representations, and that the line would best serve 
its purposes if taken in the direction indicated by them, as the Government hoped ulti^ m^ht^Mider
across the harbour, and a line into the city. They had not interfered with Mr. Whitton as to the
the best; but before anything was decided, the question would have to be submitted to the Public W orks Committee, a 
to the House. The deputation, however, need not be under any apprehension, as the Government was not moving
°*>I>0 " 20/10/88 —A resume of the whole case appeared in an article in the North Shore and Manly Tvmes of this date. The 
writer pointed out that this railway was never intended to enable the residents of North Shore m ^evieimty of Port J^kTOii to 
get to the waters of that port. That could only be done by a system of cable-trams extending northerly fr0“ ^ ®
towards the Military Road. The principal objects of the railway were to afford facilities for settlement on the splendid country 
between St. Leonards and Pearce’s Corner, to connect the northern and southern railway systems, ^andto utdise the water- 
frontages of North Shore for shipping. The writer then proceeds to < 
states that the grades near the terminus are almost impracticable. The Cremorne route is condemned, because, while one

mile
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Cldf"v4raeveCnfr:ni^g P°At ^ ^frarnw^ rurndn^Ia^

Gordon or Willoughby * Wonld an PPoslte ^11®c.tl0U ■ ^Sain» would this route accommodate the residents of Hornsby,
M^ller^s'treet travel bv it ? ^VVn!^Per?°u residing on the western side, or within half a mile on the eastern side, of 
those at Mossman’s bIv use H ^ WouM^™^ the Cooper Estate, or those near the Spit Koad, or Middle Head Road, or

order that the 10 miles of line .drea^BS^’Sht beSed &°VerHment WOuld 1“^ come to a decision in
and the aStn1 of &Kt'p^n^LWhLt^,Tn Ml'‘ SeCreta^y Sutherland to advocate'the construction of the line 

8/4/89-The land v,W T* ’ , 5s n0iDT arg«“ents were employed details need not be given here.
Point, the amount behm £1^ 00? 4r T? valuatlon1of.the Property required to be resumed for the extension to Milson’s 
if the nwne™ ef +h 2 ±1:’3’90a-. ,iIr- Thompson admits, that his estimate may have to undergo revision For instance

Milson’s loL, 2 mileS 26 ChaiDS t0 2 mileS 32 chains towSrd^s

cUu8el8rftt”«K^fofkbHcX^tTA^rk-,'>?,0,,tAtte»1“^ ^ °7erl!es the tmmel, reference is here made to 
Ss blen damage^"04 ^ qn0ted) thatn° claim the ca« of laKer^g ^tunnXunllrte^oil^

<2) The points are too limited in extent to '! °f sfl1PPmS would involve considerable risk to the general traffic,
the shipping reonirin" it HI The e^nf r ff d e*®8 f°r ^statlon e(lual to the traffic, and wharfage for even half

® tsAsssfjAtpss

replies have b?en a ven to these p eas M ZtI ' d6 °f,the P0PuIation towards Manly. The following
The line is not int?m1edw n h 1 '7( 11 The gra(Jients are «o better than those on the Milson’s Point line. (2, 3 and i)

(S) J? Pure^y speculative. Mr. Phillips proceeded to quote the 
lar^e eoods and coal traffic and in dn f>1nions f1.® ^ased upon the same erroneous idea that the proposed line is to cany a 

gWhp«m^ dr°j a lar^e sllIPPinS business they need not he followed here. 7
North Shore Ihie^va^'alwayslieM^to^onTist^n'its'^d' °f “ Disinterested,” maintains that the value of the

not pay interest of 1116^10^^™^^noZit17”^1' Secre*ey 3tat+ing that ¥ was nearly sure the North Shore line would 
Cremorne was the best place on account of the shintmJ^W ^ t/™In1lls*ilt was a mistake *0 have it at Milson’s Point.

sssur--'-** ™M “•
Point SRvTSt' ?£j“bSrK‘b7 ZSi'lJ lk*t tie in.«ti„„ befa, U,, Deportment „« ,ot .h.tl,., tb, line toMiW.

•'""^“Sorisr/^ w-h,ai
rep0lt 0f the Ralhvay Commissioners is before the Committee and precis ot it therefore need not be given here. 

Forwarded for the information of the Public Works Committee.—J. Bakling. C.A.B., 31/10/89.

D.
\_To Evidence of H. M'lachlan, Esq.]

• tatement of Passenger Traffic ox the suburban portion of the Illawarra Line, and on the North Shore
1.KAMWAY.

Sir, Government Railways of New South ’Wales, Secretary’s Office,

showing the number ofCpa7sengera traveuL^fromThfluf^ra linf C°^)m.ittee’ to forward herewith statement
finrtt! » 1885 89 earnin^^amfestimate^^umber of'^as^engers^traveBing

over 50 per cent more power'thaf at present! S!l°le CaUe enSmes’ our engineer reports that they are capable of exerting 
The value of the original contract for the construction of the North Shore cable line was £35,500.

I have, &c.,
The Secretary, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works. H' M‘LACHLAN. Secretary.

' - Return
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Return showing the number of passengers from Illaw'arra Stations to Sydney during February of the undermentioned
years. '

Stations.

Erskinville ...................
St. Peters.......................
Marriekville....................
Tempe .......................... .
Arncliffe ........................
Eockdale ........................
Kogarah .......................
Carlton.......... .................
Hurst rille .............

Totals

3,671
3,550
1,518
1,434
2,407
2,310

2,562

17,452

1880. 1887. 183S.

1,238 1,281 1,889
4,096 2,359 3,962
5,517 5,533 5,480
2,553 2,632 3,840
2,207 2,636 4,009
4,155 5,540 8,023
4,115 4,557 5,719

1,111 1,288
3,291 3,667 3,546

27,172 29,316 37,756

1889.

2,825
4,248
6,225
3,977
3,914
8,663
5,603
1,403
3,714

40,572

Statement of earnings and estimated number of passengers travelling on the Rorth Shore line for the month of July 
• 1886-1389.

Date. ' Earnings. Estimated number of Passengers.

July, 188§ .............................
£ s. d. 

510 16 1 
593 12 4 
586 16 2
699 12 3

73,555
85,480
84,500

100,684

July, 1887 ..................
July, 1888 ..........................
July, 1889 ..........................

STATEMENT OF THE DIFFERENCE IN THE COST TO PASSENGERS BETWEEN RAILWAY FARES AND COMBINED RAILWAY AND
Tramway Fares.

Slr’ T ,. ., Public Works Department, Sydney, 5 November, 1889.
•1 C In reading over my evidence before the Public Works Committee in regard to the proposed extension of the 

railway from its present terminus to Milson’s Point, I noticed I have not referred to that portion of the argument wdiich 
deals with difference m the cost to passengers as between the railway fare from Pearce’s Corner to Milson’s Point, and the 
combined railway and tramway fares for the same distance. Taking the fare by tramway, in the event of its being extended 
to the present terminus of the railway, at 4d., and adding to that the season-ticket rate (as at present in force for similar 
distances on other lines) for the remainder of the distance to Pearce’s Corner, and then taking the season-ticket rates for 
the through raihvay to Milson s Point the comparison will stand as shown in the enclosed return, which I have had prepared, 
;wTrCilhaS ,?eell.,kmdly cheeked by the Secretary for Railways. In the case of second-class fares only it will be seen 
that the through lailway service would give an advantage over the combined tram and railway service, as follows

£ 8 cl.
Monthly—Through fares................................................................................................... . 1 4' o'
Monthly—Combined fares ..................................................  [ 2 2 0
Quarterly—Through fares........................................ ............................................................ 3 1 3
Quarterly—Combined fares................................................................................................. ’ 5 16 0
Half-yearly—Through fares............... .............................................. .............................. 5 10 3
Half-yearly—Combined fares ................ ........................................................................... U 0 9
Yearly—Through fares .......................................................................................................| 10 9 6
Yearly—Combined fares ................................................................................................ 21 11 6

return,
combined i _______ _____
only allowed one journey by tram each way per day, whereas by the railway a season-ticket Mde7couTd make as'manv 
journeys as he wished. I have, &c„
The Chairman of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works. ' Undersecretary.

Pearce’s Corner to Milson’s Point, 12 miles 72 chains—say 13 miles.
First Class.

Month.
Season tickets. f£ s. d.

Railway. I 1 14 0

14 0

Quarter.
£ s. d.
4 6 9

Second Class. 
3 13

Half-year. Year.

Month.
Season tickets, f £ s. d.

Railway. , | l 11 0 
Tramway fare. J 1 0 0

First Class. 
Quarter.
£ s. d.
3 19 0 
3 0 0

i 2 11
l-----

0

Season tickets. f£ s. d.
Railway. 112 2

Tramway, j 1 0 0

12 2 0
I-

6 19 0

Second Class.
£ s. d.
2 16 0 - 
3 0 0

5 16 0

£ s. d. £ s. d.
7 16 3 14 17 0

5 10 3 10 9 6

chains—say 11 miles.

Half-year. Year.
£ s. d. £ s. d.
7 3 3 13 12 3
6 0 0 12 0 0

13 3 3 25 12 3

£ s. d. £ s. d.
5 0 9 9 11 6
6 0 0 12 0 0

11 0 9 21 11 6

Forwarded for the information of the Public Works Committee.—J. Barling, 5/11/89.

F.
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54 APPENDIX.

F.
. Probable Cost of taking the Railway through the Berry Estate.

Dear Sir, Coolangatta, 4 November, 1889.
Adverting to evidence which I gave before your Committee in re the North Shore Railway, I have now the honor 

to state, after mature deliberation, that I am prepared to advise my co-executor to sell to the Government such lands as may 
be required for the construction of this railway at £500 per acre, conditionally, upon certain provision being made for 
stations and overhead bridges, as may be mutually arranged, and on the distinct understanding that such line of railway 
will be constructed within the next two years. I have &c. J
The Chairman of the Public Works Committee, Sydney. ’ JOHN HAY.

Gr.
Letter from H. H. B. Bradley, Esq., with reference to his evidence.

®lr> . 60, Margaret-street, Sydney, 6 November, 1889.
I return notes of my evidence before your Committee, which, with some trifling alterations at the end in pencil, 

seem to be correct. I may add that since I gave my evidence my attention has been called to the fact of the very large 
number of passengers travelling on the suburban line between Eveleigh, Macdonaldtown, Newtown, Stanmore, and Peter
sham, all within 3 miles of the terminus, as indicating that my evidence was probably wrong when I expressed an opinion 
that the North Shore railway would not be much used within 3 miles of Milson’s Point; and, were it in order to do so, I 
should desire to place on record my change of opinion in that respect. I am, &c.,

The Secretary, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, Sydney.
H. H. B. BRADLEY.

H.
Pearce’s Corner to Milson’s Point—Book of Reference—Parliamentary Plan, Part No. 2.

No. State
of

Cultivation.

j Names of
Plan Owners. Lessees. Occupiers.

Remarks.

6 Bush land ..................... Nil.........
7 Edward Road................. Crown ............................
8 Bush land ..................... Nil......... David Berry .................
9 Bay Road........................ Crown .................................

10 Bush land ................... Nil.........
11 Carr-street ..................... Municipality of St. Leonards. 

Leggo & Co. (syndicate) ......12 Vacant blocks, No. 31 .. Sec. 2 .. > f
Euroka Heights 

Estate.13 ,, No. 46 ... Nil..........
14 ,, No. 47 ...
15 „ No. 48 ...
16 ,, No. 49 ... f 31
17 ,, No. 50 ...
18 Clifton-street.................. Municipality of St. Leonards. Partly formed. 

Unformed.19 Lavender, Crescent-street
20 Vacant blocks, No. 12 ... Sec. 1 ... Leggo & Co...............................
21 „ No. 13 ... Nil.........
22 ,, No. 14 ...
23 „ No. 15 ...
24 ,, No. 16 ...
25 „ No. 17 ...
26 „ No. 10 ...

Wooden building, No. 9..27 Joseph Love .......................... Joseph Love. 
Charles Burns.28 Brick building, No. 8......

29 Wooden building, No. 7 .. Leggo & Co.............................. Old wooden shop. 
Brick terrace. 
Address of Mr. 
Leggo: Regent- 
st., Paddington.

30 Brick building, No. 6.....
31 ,, No.

Vacant block, No. 5 .....
Sec. 1...... — Leggo ..................................

32 Unoccupied.
S. Boyes.33 Wooden building, No. 4...

„ No. 3...
Vacant block, No. 2......

34
35 Unoccupied.
36 „ No. 1......

Euroka-street..................37 Municipality of St. Leonards
38 Union-street ..................
39 Stone building.................. Blue’s Estate 

subdivided.40 Vacant block, No. 1 ...... Sec. 1......
41 ,, No. 2.......
42 ,, No. 3......
43 ,, No. 4......
44 ,, No. 5......
45 Commodore-street.......... Municipality of St. Leonards 

John Blue.................................46 Stone house and garden... No. 10 ... William Gourley.
47 ,, No. 11 ...

Brick house, No. 12 ......
Sec. 1......

48 Mrs. Duncan. 
Mrs. Josephs. 
Unoccupied.

49 Wooden house, No. 13 ... 1 •
50 Vacant block, No. 14...... **
51 ,, No. 15...... 3
52 Bay-street ...................... Municipality of St. Leonards 

John Blue.......................... ......53 Vacant block, No............. Sec. 3..,,.. Unoccupied.
54 „ No.............
55 „ No............. *
56 Little Blue-street .......... Municipality of St. Leonards
57 Vacant block, No............. Unoccupied.
58 „ No.............
59
60
61
62 n J J

John Sullivan ... 
W. Martin. 
James Lamb ...

63 Brick building.................. Brick terrace (2)
64
65 ) Brick terrace 

( (2).66
67 Vacant block .................. Nil.......... Unoccupied.

1 ” ..........................



No.
on

Plan.

68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
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Description of Property.
State

of
Cultivation.

Names of

Owners. Lessees. Occupiers.
Remarks.

7ooden building

’homas-street..............
Vboden building, No. 20 
racant block ..............

Vooden building
Vebb-street .....
Vooden building

larden (kitchen)..
/acant block .....
Stone house.........
Vooden building
irick building.....
Stone building.....

Ihuter-street ,. 
Stone building.

bawn......................
Souse and garden 
Susannah-street ....
Stone building......
Brick building......

Vacant block .....
Wooden building 
Vacant block .. ..

Wooden buildings—shops 
Stone building—shops ..

Mitchell-street .........
Blue’s Point Koad.....
Paddock, &c................
Yard, &c......................
Stone building, &c. .,

,, and garden
Garden, &c.................
Cow-yard, &c.............
Outhouses ................
Stone building and garden

Walker-street (Lavender 
Bay Steps).

Reserve to water,......
Baths...........................
Vacant land ............

Partly built upon 
Boats, sheds, &c.

Limekilns and dwelling,
Fish-street ...................
House and garden........

Vacant land..

Palmer-street 
Vacant land...

Reclaimed land .........
Brick dwelling .........
Garden........................
Street ........................
House and garden.....
Walter-street..........  .
Coaling wharf ...........
Dwelling and garden.

Stone house..................
Thoroughfare to wharf 
Brick building.-.............

Western Wharf Road 
Vacant land..................

Sec. 4 ...

Thomas Hay ..........................
— Maclachlan ........................
Chuter Estate..........................
Municipality of St. Leonards
Mrs. Sullivan..........................
Robert Brunton ......................
C. Smith ..................................
W. Jenson ..............................
William Ray ..........................
Municipality of St. Leonards 
R. Heliott ........................

Grass-plot 
Garden ..

Nil

Nil.......

Garden

Nil......

Garden

Nil......

Scrubby 
Nil...... .

Nil......
3 > • • •

Scrubby

Thomas Adamson 
Robert Robinson...

Geo. Shipley

William Robertson..
Mrs. Allerick........
Samuel Crews.........

Municipality of St. Leonards
Samuel Crews.....................
James Munro.....................

Municipality of St. Leonards
W. Jones...................... . ..
C. Sampson..........................

James Hilton . 
Joseph Hilton. 
J. B. Moore....

F. Johns .....
J. B. Moore.

R. Smyth.............................
Municipality of St. Leonards

0 ohn William Clifif.. 
R. F. Binder .........

J. W. Cliff

W. Renny .............................
Matthew Charlton.................
Municipality of St. Leonards

Crown ....................................
Municipality of St. Leonards
J. Milson................................
Bligh and Grant.....................
— Jones ................................
W. Waterhouse.....................
J. J. Underwood .................

G. A. Alderton .....................
Municipality of St. Leonards
C. Bolton................................
H. C. Mitchell ....................
D. Wilson ............................

Municipality of St. Leonards 
J. S. Glaister ........................

W. Paul ...............................
Mrs. C. Rollestone.................
Municipality of St. Leonards
Mrs. C. Rollestone.................
Municipality of St. Leonards
N.S.S.F. Co. (Limited) .....
C. Boulivant ........................

N.S.S.F. Co. (Limited) .....
33 33 ........

Charles & Thos. Waterhouse

Municipality of St. Leonards 
Commissioner for Railways ..

Hy. Younger

Thomas Hay. 
T. Hay.

Mrs. Sullivan ... 
Unoccupied.

33

W. Ray.

T. Hayes.
F. Brown.
Lucy Cleary. 
Robert Robinson.

3 3
Unoccupied. 
Geo. Shipley. 
Geo. King. 
William Dunn. 
J. C. Brainwood. 
H. Fischer.
C. Williams.

Samuel Crews. 
Robert Little. 
Hector Munro.

Unoccupied. 
Joseph Hilton. 
Unoccupied.

F. Johns. 
Flicknell and 

Chapman.
W ellington & Sons

Chuter Estate. 
Address : 5,
Bridge-st.,City

Stone dwelling.

J. W. Cliff. 
Dr. Cortis.

J. W. Cliff.

— Lark.
33

— Fitzhardinge,
— Jones.

Frederick Cavil. 
Unoccupied.

3 3
W. Lane.
H. Younger — 
Working Men’s 
Rowing Club, N.S.

G. A. Alderton.

C. Bolton ........
H. C. Mitchell. 
Unoccupied.

Unoccupied.

Grocers.

W. Paul ......
Mrs. C. Rollestone

Mrs. C. Rollestone

H. Ellis.
C, Boulivant. 
Mrs. Murphy.

Unoccupied. 
James Blanch. 
Unoccupied. ’ 

HectorSutherland

Unoccupied.

Boat builder.

Lime-burner. 

Wooden house.

Partly formed.

Brick house.

Boat builder.

December, 1888.
End of Parliamentary Plan—Part No. 2. 

[Four Plans.] JOHN WHITTON, Engineer.
Sydney : Charles Potter, Government Printer.—1890.
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Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

MILSON’S POINT EXTENSION RAILWAY BILL.
. . (MESSAGE No. 58.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 9 October, 1890.

CARRING-TON, Message No. 58.

Governor.

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 51th section of the Constitution Act, the 
Governor recommends for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly the expediency of mating 
provision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to sanction the construction of a line 
-of raihvay to connect the North Shore Raihvay with the deep waters of Port .Jackson at Milson’s Point.

Government House,

Sydney, 9th October, 1890.
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1890.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Public Works.

REPORT
TOGETHEB WITH

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, APPENDICES, AND PLANS,

RELATING- TO THE

PROPOSED RAILWAY
PROM '

MOSS YALE TO ROBERTSON.

fJregattrtr to parliament in accordance bjttfj tije pro&tstons of tfje pu&ltc SEorEs Set,
51 Ytc. £lo. 31, section 8.

SYDNEY: CHARLES POTTER, GOVERNMENT PRINTER.

1890.
[4s. 6^.]
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PAKLIAMEM’AKY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

RAILWAY FROM MOSS VALE TO ROBERTSON.

REPORT.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, appointed during 
the first Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 
1888, 51 Vic. No. 37, and the Public Works Act Amendment Act of 1889, 52 
Vic. No. 26, to whom was referred the duty of considering and reporting upon 
the expediency of “ constructing a line of railway from Moss Vale to Robertson,” 
have, after due inquiry, resolv.ed that it is not expedient the proposed railway 
should he constructed, and in accordance with the provision of sub-section IV, •
of clause 13, of the Public Works Act, report their resolution to the Legislative 
Assembly :—

1. The proposed railway, which it is intended should he a light single Description 
line, would leave the Great Southern line at the southern end of the Moss Vale rail- p,0p^®ed 
way station, and crossing White’s Creek, pass through the parishes of Bong Bong, railway. 
Yarrunga, and Yarrawa, in the county of Camden, and the district of Wild’s 
Meadows, running parallel to the Pitzroy Palls and Shoalhaven Road, at a distance 
of about 10 chains, and crossing the Yarrunga and Wild’s Meadows Road ; thence 
proceeding in a north-easterly direction to Yarrunga-street in the village of 
Robertson, where it would terminate. The length of the railway would he 14 miles 
and 20 chains, and the estimated cost, exclusive of land or compensation, is £84,900 
or £5,953 per mile. The ruling grade is 1 in 40, hut it is thought hy the Acting 
Engineer-in-Chief for Railways that this might he improved.

2. As far hack as 1881 improved means of communication between Robertson Period during 
and the main Southern line was advocated, the first suggestion being that a tramway Railway has 
should he constructed. The idea of a tramway gave way in 1882 to the proposal for been
a light railway, and since that period the matter has been the subject of considerable advocated- 
agitation on the part of the residents of the district, and various official examinations 
of the country which the railway would traverse, and inquiries as to the prospects of 
traffic, have been carried out. In the representations which from time to time have 
been made in favour of a railway there has been apparent a difference of opinion with 
regard to the most suitable point of departure from the Southern line, and, in some 
respects, as to the route that should he adopted in getting to Robertson; hut the 
people of the district are unanimous in the assertion of their claim to a railway, and 
of the development which railway facilities would bring about.

3. The country which the proposed railway is intended to serve is principally ®ie^eountry 
of an agricultural character, at present devoted chiefly to dairy farming. The town- by the61 
ship or village of Robertson lies on an elevated plateau, the approach to which from the railway. 
Great Southern Railway is by the Burrawang and Kangaloon Ranges. These ranges
are covered with extensive tracts of rich chocolate or volcanic soil, and between them 
lies the Wingecarribee Swamp. The area of good soil is about 50,000 acres, and 
Wingecarrihee Swamp roughly divides it into two portions, the situation of the 
swamp being such that some of the settled portions of the district are completely 
cut off from direct communication with others. The railway route passes on

the
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Railway Com
missioners’
Report.

Prospects of 
traffic.

tlxe southern side of the swamp, and for that reason will not he of service to 
what is known as West Kangaloon and Kangaloon proper. Within a radius of ten 
miles of the route the line would serve, it is stated, “ Meryla, the whole of 
Yarrunga, the Waterfall district, Barrangarry, Wild’s Meadows, Burrawang, the 
Bong Bong Biver district, the Robertson district, East Kangaloon, the head of the 
swamp, and all along the top of the mountains as you go down towards Jamheroo 
but it does not appear likely to be as generally serviceable as, in the case of a branch 
railway of this kind, is advisable. East Kangaloon would find an outlet or depbt 
at Robertson, the country falling in that direction; West Kangaloon could be 
accommodated only at what is called the “Sheep-wash.” Dairy farming is the 
principal industry in the district, because of the obstacle which the great expense 
of road carriage proves to enterprise in other directions. With railway facilities the 
land is capable of producing extensive and constant supplies of vegetables and fruit, 
and such production would probably be one of the immediate results of the railway 
being constructed. A Sectional Committee who visited the district report that as 
much as 5,000 acres of land are available for the cultivation of potatoes, for which 
the district is singularly well adapted, and an area of equal extent for the growth 
of general market-garden produce; a large part of the district is also admirably 
suited for fruit-growing. Added to these recommendations for railway communi
cation are the circumstances that the climate is of the finest description, and the 
natural scenery of the district is very beautiful.

• 4. The Railway Commissioners’ report on the railway represents a difference
of £4,734 between the estimated total annual traffic, £1,843, and the total annual 
cost, £6,577. The traffic, they point out, would have to develop largely before 
working expenses could be covered, and a considerable part of the district which the 
line would pass through is not of such a character as to enable such a change to take 
place rapidly; but they remark that the district around Robertson is very rich, and 
they are of opinion that if it were devoted more to the production of fruit and vege
tables, a much greater traffic could be developed, and, in that manner, the construction 
of a railway be justified.

5. A profitable traffic on the raihvay is a matter that depends upon the 
development of the district in the manner in which the Committee are informed by 
the evidence and by the visit of the Sectional Committee it is capable of being 
developed. This development is, as it must necessarily be in all instances of the 
kind, not altogether certain, but it is very probable, and in the case of a district 
which has so much to recommend it as the one under consideration, probabilities 

,approach to certainties. The Sectional Committee say “ the district is so charming, 
the soil so rich, the land so well divided and so industriously cleared, the climate so 
beautiful, the rainfall so good, and the whole locality so likely to attract fresh enter
prise and population,” that it would be reasonable to do something towards relieving 
the inhabitants of the disabilities under which they now labour. Mr. J. B. Thompson, 
Land Yaluer, Department of Public Works, who wras specially instructed to visit the 
district, says in a report, which will be found with the evidence, “ I am firmly 
convinced, if easily accessible, this district would attract more tourists than the 
Blue Mountains, as it has every advantage of scenery and climate possessed by the 
latter, with others peculiar to itself, such as the local production of farm, garden, 
orchard, and dairy produce in abundance, and of the best description, which is no 
small attraction to those who might visit the district as a sanatorium. I regard the 
certain and speedy recognition of the superiority of this district as a health and 
pleasure resort as a source of large revenue to the railway if constructed.” The 
testimony in favour of the probability of a profitable traffic is supported also by 
evidence from Mr. John Harper, Railway Goods Superintendent, upon a report 
from whom the Railway Commissioners based their conclusions with regard to the 
proposed line. This officer, who states that the traffic question in connection with 
this railway was more thoroughly analysed than that of any other railway he has 
reported on, says that the line would lead to an expansion of both the dairying and 
the fruit industries, and that the fruit industry would prove a “paying concern” ; 
and also that the railway would give great facilities for tourists. It should further 
be mentioned that there appears to be, on the part of the residents of the district, a 
willingness to pay higher carriage rates on this railway than are charged on the main 
line. .

6
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6. Tlie estimated cost of tlie railway appears large when the comparatively Cost of the 
small extent of the district to he served is considered; hut the country is not favour- ^iw°ayd 
able to the construction of a cheap line, the sections showing either cutting or 
embankment for nearly the whole of the distance. Originally the estimated total 
cost was £110,000; hut that was revised, and a reduction effected to £84,900, in 
order to bring the railway as near as possible under the denomination of light cheap 
lines. The practicability of making a further reduction the Acting Engineer-in
Chief for Railways doubts. He beheves the grades could he improved without 
increasing the cost, hut he does not think the estimate per mile could be decreased.
It is his intention, however, to subject the railway to further revision if the line should 
be approved of. A matter of importance connected with the question of cost is that 
the route of the railway as proposed runs for the whole distance through private 
property, and there is little Crown land to he brought under cultivation by the 
construction of the line.

• 7. Two routes to connect Robertson with the Great Southern Railway have Question of
been surveyed—one that referred to the Committee from Moss Yale, and the other route- 
from Bowral. The line from Bowral would save 6 miles of carriage on the main line 
between Bowral and Moss Vale, and it may be made to accommodate a part of the 
district between the main line and Robertson that will not be served by the proposed 
railway from Moss Yale. It may, in fact, while saving the 6 miles on the main line, 
be so laid down as to serve a greater number of people than the line from Moss Yale 
would serve, and practically secure the whole of the traffic of the district. To do 
this it would pass the Wingecarribee Swamp on the northern side, cross what is called 
the Sheepwash, and then go over to Wild’s Meadows, and thence to Robertson, by 
which means West Kangaloon would be accommodated.

8. The Sectional Committee gave much attention to this question of route, A suggested 
and it formed a prominent feature in the examination of witnesses who gave evidence alteratlon- 
before them. It appeared to them desirable to secure for the railway the maximum 
amount of traffic available, and at the same time not to go further with the line at 
present than is absolutely necessary; and finding that the Moss Yale line would not 
accommodate the West Kangaloon farmers and the farmers of Kangaloon proper, 
they endeavoured to ascertain whether any alteration of route would be more 
generally serviceable. Such an alteration they found could be made by adopting 
the Bowral route for the line as far as the Sheepwash, and thence connecting with 
the Moss Yale route at Wild’s Meadows, and proceeding from that point on to 
Robertson; or, which they think is more desirable, adopting this route as far as 
Wild’s Meadows, and for the present stopping there. The Engineer-in-Charge of 
Trial Surveys, who was with the Sectional Committee during their visit to the dis- . 
trict, states that by the alteration the length of the line to Robertson would bo 
increased by 2 miles as against the Moss Vale route, and half-a-mile as against 
the surveyed route from Bowral to Robertson; and that as far as the Sheepwash the 
alteration would produce a line a little cheaper than that between Moss Yale and 
Wild’s Meadows, but between the Sheepwash and Wild’s Meadows the expense 
would be greater. At the same time, he regards the route by the Sheepwash as the 
best for the country around Kangaloon. The suggestion to terminate the line at 
Wild’s Meadows for the present is made because that point is regarded as very 
suitable for catching the traffic of the district generally, including Robertson, and 
it is convenient to the Eitzroy Ealls as well as for the traffic from Kangaroo Valley.
By shortening the line in this manner, the cost will not exceed £50,000. On the 
return of the Sectional Committee to Sydney, and as a result of their Report, the 
Committee requested the Acting Engineer-in-Chief to have an examination of the 
country between Bowral and the Sheepwash made, in order to ascertain if it were 
practicable, from an engineering point of view, to effect the alteration suggested, 
and also whether the line could be continued from the Sheepwash, on the same side 
of the swamp, to Robertson. This examination has taken place, and it will be seen 
from the report of Mr. District Engineer Hutchinson that the alteration is hoth 
practicable and easy.

9. In view of all the circumstances, the Committee have resolved that it is Resolution ar- 
not expedient the railway, as proposed, from Moss Yale to Robertson, should be committeefche 
constructed; but they are favourable to the construction of a line, in accordance with '

the
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the suggestion of the Sectional Committee, from Bowral to the Sheepwash, and 
thence across to Wild’s Meadows. Such a line, in their opinion, will secure most 
of the .available traffic, both passenger and goods, and it will be more generally 
convenient than the line from Moss Vale. The resolution arrived at by the Com
mittee, which was moved by Dr. Garran on Thursday, 27 March, 1890, and seconded 
by Mr. Garrard, was passed unanimously in the following terms :—

“ That, in the opinion of the Committee, it is not expedient the proposed 
Bailway from Moss Vale to Bobertson, as referred to the Committee 
by the Legislative Assembly, be carried out, because the evidence 
shows that a line from Bowral to Wild’s Meadows, via Sheepwash, 
would give more general accommodation to the district, and would he 
sufficient for the present.”

8

J. P. ABBOTT,
Chairman.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,
Sydney, 29 April, 1890.
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLI0
WORKS.

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE.

RAILWAY FROM MOSS VALE TO ROBERTSON.

THURSDAY, 23 JANUARY, 1890. 
fitigjntt:—

JOSEPH PALMER ABBOTT, Esq. (Ckaieman).
The Hon. John Lackey.
The Hon. Andbew Gaeban.
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Hhmpheey. 
The Hon. Wildiam Joseph Teickett.
The Hon. Geobge Henry Cox.

Jacob Gaeeabd, Esq.
Heney Copeland, Esq.
James Ebenezee Tonkin, Esq. 
Edward William O’Sulliyan, Esq. 
John Hurley, Esq.

Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.

The Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Railway from Moss Vale to Robertson.

Joseph Barling, Esq., Under Secretary for Public Works, sworn, and examined:—
1. Chairman.'] You are Under Secretary for Public Works ? lam. J. Barling,
2. Will you hand in the official documents relating to the proposed railway from Moss Vale to Robertson ? ®S<P
Yes. I hand in the official description of the line, and the Commissioner’s report. '
3. Have you no yirec/s of papers ? No; I will produce that later on. I would suggest that the Committee 2 an-> 18S& 
take the evidence of our officer, Mr. Thompson, who visited the locality, and collected all the data.

WEDNESDAY, 29 JANUARY, 1890.
IBtesfni:—

JOSEPH PALMER ABBOTT, Esq. (Chairman).
The Hon. John Lackey.
The Hon. Andrew Garran.
The Bon. George Henry Cox. 
Jacob Garrard, Esq. .

Henry Copeland, Esq.
James Ebenezer Tonkin, Esq. 
"William Springthorpe Dowel, Esq. 
Charles Alfred Lee, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Moss Vale to Robertson.

Henry Deane, Esq., Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways, sworn, and examined :—
4. Chairman.'] You are Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways ? Yes.
5. Do you know the proposal which is before the Committee—to construct a line of railway from Moss
Vale to Robertson? Ares.. .
6. Have you yourself inspected the proposed route ? No ; I have not been over the line. Jan., 1890.
7. What officers have been ? The surveyor who surveyed that line is not here.
8. Is he in the service ? No; he is not in the service ; I believe he is in Tasmania. Mr. Stewart has been 
over the line with a view to making a deviation via the Eitzroy Ealls.
9. When "was it surveyed ? It was surveyed in May, 1884.
10. And when was Mr. Stewart over it r He was over it pretty recently—in 1888.
11. Were these estimates of the Engineer-in-Chief based upon the surveys made-in 1884 ? Yes.
12. That is £84,300 for the cost of construction ? £84,900 ; I think that is a misprint.
13. Then when that estimate was furnished by the Engineer-in-Chief no engineer had been over the line 
at all ? That is an estimate that was made last y ear. The plans and sections being in the office it was made 
from the plans and sections.
14. Without any engineer in the department having inspected the route ? It was made by an engineer, 
but he did not go over to inspect it.
15. That estimate was made without any inspection of the proposed route by any engineer connected with ;

•the department ? Mr. Bell, who made the survey in 1884, is an engineer and surveyor. I thought you
wanted to know whether any engineer had been over it. since to inspect it. ' ’
16. Has Mr. Bell laid out any other lines in the Colony? Yes. He surveyed the first line between 
Marriekville or St. Peters and Liverpool, and he was engaged, I believe, on part of the survey of the 
North Shore line. He then left the service.

34—B

H. Deane, 
Esq.
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H. Deane, 
Esq. •

17. You were telling us that Mr. Stewart had inspected it since then ? Yes. Mr. Stewart went oyer the
line with a view of making a deviation. I can show you a plan of the deviation. It adopts very little of

on r i onn the line submitted. .
29 Jan., 1 90. y0u would call that a new line, would you not ? Yes.

19. It is quite possible that this estimated cost may still be reduced considerably, is it not ? I do not think 
it is very likely. Before the line came to be permanently staked it would be examined, and of course laid 
out in a proper manner, and more money would not be expended upon it than necessary, but the country is 
not favourable to a very cheap line.
20. The length of this line is 14 miles 20 chains, and I see according to the return here from the Depart
ment the cost is £5,952 per mile ? Yes. You may depend upon that estimate, so far as it goes, for the 
particular line that has been surveyed. _
21. Mr. Copeland^ Which is that—the red line or the blue ? The red line. _
22. Chairman.] The red line shown on the map produced by you is the one now under consideration. 
Yes. This map was made with a view of showing the deviation which leaves the old'line at 90f miles and 
joins again at 95|- miles, but that line is 3| miles longer than the submitted line.
23. Mr. Copeland.] Have you any estimates for the deviation P No ; but the character of the country 
would be about the same ; that line would not cost any less per mile than the other.
24. Chairman.] This red line is the one now submitted by the Department ? Yes.
25. And the blue is what ? The deviation by Pitzroy Palls. _ _ _
26. But that is the original survey, is it not? No, the red line is the original survey.
27. The red line is the one we are considering ? The red line is the one submitted. It is the 14-mile long 
line ; the other is nearly 18 miles.
28. Mr. Copeland.] Do the Department wish us to consider the red line or the blue one? The red one.
I merely mentioned the other incidentally. I have a report from Mr. Whitton, dated 22nd October, 1888, 
about this line, wherein he says that the suggested deviation would lengthen the distance between those 
places to about 171 miles, or nearly one-fourth. The survey was made in consequence of a deputation 
which waited on the Minister, and the representations of Mr. M'Court. _
29. Chairman.] Have you any idea of the approximate cost of a survey of that kind ;—what has actually 
been done, I mean ? If it were necessary, 1 could get out the expense, but I should say about £200.
30. Dr. Garran.] Your answer just now to Mr. Abbott about cost referred to the deviation to Pitzroy 
Palls, did it not ? About the cost of the survey—yes, it was the survey of the deviation to which I referred.
31. Taking the whole line from Bobertson to Moss Yale, how much has it cost the Department to have all 
this surveying work done, and all these cuttings and embankments estimated ; have you any idea ? I 
could only make a rough guess at it. Of course we have a record of all the expenses.
32. A rough estimate will do for what I want ? I should think that from £20 to £25 per mile might be
reckoned. j nr -it •> i -d -u a •
33. I observe from this cross-section that nearly the whole distance from Moss Yale to Bobertson is
cutting or embankment ? Yes ; it is not a surface line. _ ,
34. Do you cross ridges or go over the top of an undulating ridge P I think you will find there are two
ridges to cross there. This is one of our parish maps, showing the course of the line from Moss Pale to 
Bobertson. At about 94 miles there is a ridge to cross, and we cross another ridge just before getting 
into Bobertson. .
35. The line runs along the south side of the Wingecarribee Swamp, does it not ? Yes.
36. And you cross the little streams running into that swamp ? Some of them.
37. You do not keep on the head of a dividing ridge at all P You see we cross this ridge at 94 miles, and 
we are in another valley—Wild’s Meadow—and we go up there to cross another ridge just before getting 
into Bobertson. There-has been no survey made from Burradoo. There has been a survey made from
Bowral. . ,
38. Would the Bowral line be a more level line ? The Bowral line is a very costly one, according to the
estimates made at the time. _ _
39. Does it run over rougher country then? Yes, and it crosses a river.
40. This line seems to run through private property the whole distance ? Yes. _ _
41. There is no Crown land to be brought under cultivation by the construction of this line ?
42. The cost of resumption is not at all included in your estimate? No.
43. Every inch of the ground would have to be bought ? Yes. .
44. Are there many road crossings ? There are a good many road crossings.
45. Have you made any provision for gates or gate-keepers in the estimate of expenses ? 
accounted for. £2,427 for level crossings includes gate-houses at public level crossings.
46. Bobertson is very near the edge of the plateau, is it not ? Yes. ,
47. You could not continue this line beyond Bobertson anywhere ? No, I think not.
48. The road beyond that descends to Kiama rapidly ? Yes. ^ j -o v 4. o
49. Do you know whether there is a good main road along the line, between Moss Vale and Bobertson .
I believe there is. „ -r, , v i . ,
50. There has been one made at the public expense by the Beads Department ? I have not the slightest
doubt of it.
51. It was not made at local expense ? No.
52. You have not travelled on that road ? No.
53. The costliness of this line arises entirely from the quantity of earthworks necessary ?
54. What is the ruling gradient? The maximum gradient on this section is 1 in 40.
55. Mr. Lee.] Has there been any revision of this estimate made since it was referred by 
the Committee ? No, nothing since then. This is the latest revision. The previous_
£110,000; but it has been reduced in order to bring it as near as possible under the denomination of light, 
cheap, lines. So the estimate has been reduced to £84,900.
56. Was it at £84,900 when submitted to Parliament ? Yes.
57. Do you think it possible to reduce this estimate to a still lower sum ? I believe "the grades could be
improved without increasing the cost; but I should not say tlmt the estimate per.mile would be decreased. 
I'do not think it would, becauso you sec from the sections it is .not at all favourable country for cheap 
railways. _
58. What is the heaviest grade at present ? One in 40. •

No.

Yes, that is all

Yes.

Parliament 
estimate v
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59. To what do you think it could be reduced ? "Without examination, and only giving an opinion,'! H
should say it might he reduced to 1 in 60. _
60. Is it the intention of the department to revise this line ? Decidedly, if it is approved of. ^
61. Mr. Tonlcin.~\ Have you any idea of the amount of compensation that would be required for the land 
through which this line is proposed to run ? No, I have not considered that. .
62. Mr. lackey.What do you propose ballasting with on this line P I think it will be necessary to
ballast with blue metal. .
63-4. That, I suppose, is about the best ballast, is it not ? It is the very best-
65. That abounds all round that country ? That is the most durable kind of ballast we can get.
66. What would you use for sleepers ? Ironbark in any ease.
67. Mr. Gox."\ Where would you get it ? It would have to be brought up from the country somewhere 
and imported into the district. The forests there are messmate chiefly.
68. Chairman.'] I see the fencing is put down at £160 per mile—£4,480 for 28 miles of fencing ? That
is for substantial two-rail fence, two rails and four wires. If the ordinary wire fencing were used it 
might be done for half that sum. _ _
69. Mr. Copeland.] It surely would not cost £160 per mile for two-rail fencing ? I am quite sure it 
would cost that to make anything like a substantial fence, but I am not at all certain I would recommend 
a two-rail fence to be put up ; I am rather in favour of wire fences in almost all cases on account of their 
cheapness.
70. They might be going to use mahogany or cedar? No. I can assure you that fences near Sydney 
according to specifications have cost over 10s. per rod, which is over £160 per mile.
71. Chairman.] The object of the fence is to keep stock off the railway ? Tes.
72. That object is accomplished by local stock-owners putting up their fences ? Not altogether. It 
appears to me that the circumstances are slightly altered. The local stockowners object is to keep the 
stock within certain paddocks ; if they happen to get from one paddock into another it does not matter 
so much, for that can be easily rectified, but if stock get on to the railway-line they may cause a serious 
railway accident, or if the cattle or other stock are destroyed some considerable compensation has to be 
paid by the Railway Department.
73. Tou pay four times as much as local owners would pay? Still you see there are these difficulties.
74. Mr. Lackey.] Tou are fencing with wire on some of the outside lines ? Tes.
75. It is found to answer the purpose? Oh, yes. Most of the other lines that have been submitted have 
included fencing at about 4s. per rod, which I think is a fair price considering that in the case of railways 
the fencing is not similar to what a squatter would put up. He runs fences for miles in a straight line 
sometimes. If we run a few chains then we have to turn off for a culvert or level crossing, and we have 
to run over just the country that the railway takes. It is by no means level country.

James B. Thompson, Esq., Land Yaluer, Department of Public "Works, sworn, and examined:—
76. Dr. Garran.] What position do you hold in the Public Service? Land Valuer in the Public Works 
Department.
77. Have you valued any portion of the land for this railway ? No sir.
78. Do you know the district ? I know it pretty well. I know Moss Yale pretty well, but the Robertson 
district I have only passed through a few times. I passed through on my way to Kiama, and two of 
three times from Kiama to Moss Yale.
79. Then you have been on the coach road between those two places ? Tes.
80. Tou know the character of the country ? Tes.
81. Near Moss Vale, and for some distance parallel with the swamp, the land is' of a rich character, is it 
not? Very rich.
82. Good dairy country ? Tes.
83. It has cost a great deal to clear, has it not? It must have been an enormous expense to clear. It 
was a dense brush originally.
84. Do you know what the farmers value their land at ? I know what it sells at. I think fairly good 
land there would fetch about'£20 an acre. In fact there was a sale when I was in the district for about 
£20—either a little under or a little over
85. Are the dairy farms mostly freeholds ? I think they are.
86. Are they held in large or small blocks ? All moderate size, not very large.
87. What do you call moderate size ? I would call 100 or 150 acres a moderate-size farm.
88. If you intersect with a railway a farm of that kind for your own purposes, you may often - do 
considerable damage to the land, may you not, in cutting it ? Tes ; sometimes, but the damage is not 
very great as a rule.
89. Even under the Public Works Act you would not be able to get much compensation from the Govern
ment—you would have to pay for the land ? Of course. ‘
90. What do you reckon you would have to pay for the land, and as compensation for severance of these
dairy farms ? I would not like to speak at random, and I have not considered that. The market value 
of the land now is about £20 per acre. Erom that, in the event of the railway being made, the enhanced 
value given to any properties traversed would be deducted, and that I have not considered sufficiently to 
answer your question. _ _
91. If a man’s farm is near a station to which he would take his milk the construction of the railway 
would enhance the value of his property ? Yery much.
92. If his. farm.did not happen to be near a station it might do him more harm than good ? There are 
cases where harm might be done.
93. If you had to take land then you would expect to pay £20 per acre ? Tes.
94. The part near Moss Yale is not good land ? There are patches of good land, but you get into the
volcanic soil near Burrawang. ■
95. How far from Moss Vale? 5 or.6 miles. ' .
.96. The first 5 or 6 miles:from Moss-Vale is not rich.land? No, it is not.
97. It is the ordinary mountain land ? Tes. . It is poor compared with the Robertson land.
98. Tou would not expect to get.'much;trafl5c in produce for a. rail way from those first-5 miles? .Ido
not think ao. I do not suppose it would support a dense population. 99.
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99. The real value of that land is, I suppose, for residential purposes ? Principally.
100. Does a good deal of it lie in the hands of gentlemen ? I think there are a good many large estates 
about there.

29 Jan., 1890. 101. Tou would have to cut up these estates in going through with the railway ? Oh, yes.
102. Tou think that the railway would add to their value? I am sure it would.
103. Tou would get hack in additional value all it would cost for the land ? I think so.
104. Between Moss Vale and Burrawang you think that the cost of the land would not come to anything
material ? I do not think it would.
105. Tou would get as much back ? "Well, if you take £100 worth of land, and you benefit the residue 
of the property to the extent of £10,000, you can only set that against the £100.
106. Of course you could not fine the land-owner, you only do not give him anything ? That is all.
107. And so far as those 5 miles to Burrawang are concerned you do not think you would have to give 
anything ? I do not think so.
108. Then the principal price you would have to pay for the land -would be to the dairy farmers ? Tes.
109. And that would be about 10 miles on the whole journey ? About 9, I think.
110. Going into Bobertson you would have some allotments to take up? Tes.
111. And have to pay for those at their full value ? Tes.
112. Tou could not give us any estimate within £1,000 or so of what it -would be likely to cost ? No, I 
have not gone into that. The effect that the railway might have in enhancing the value of the property 
is a point that requires a great deal of consideration.
113. Tou could not say within £1,000 what the total -would be likely to come to? No, I could not.
114. "Would you say a minimum compensation payable for resumptions? I do not like speaking at 
random, sir. Speaking roughly I would fix the minimum at about £5.

J. B.
Thompson,

Esq.

THURSDAY, 30 JANUARY, 1890.

present: —
JOSEPH PALMEE ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaibman).

The Hon. John Lackey.
The Hon. Andrew Gabban.
The Hon. Ebederice Thomas Humpheet. 
The Hon. Geobge Heney Cox.
Jacob Gaeeaed, Esq.

Chaeles Alfred Lee, Esq.

Heney Copeland, Esq.
James Ebenezee Tonkin, Esq. 
William Springthobpe Dowel, Esq. 
Edward William O’Sullivan, Esq. 
John Hubley, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Bailway from Moss Yale to Bobertson.

John Harper, Esq., Bailway Goods Superintendent, sworn, and examined :—
J. Harper, ng. jjfr. Garrard.'] Did you collect the information upon which the Commissioners based their estimate of 

-E's<k traffic ? Tes.
SOJarT^lSGO ^"ou are rl0^ a position to check that statement at all—that is the Commissioners’ statement;— 

■’ ‘ have you a copy of it there? Of the Commissioners’ report I have—yes.
117. Of course you are not in a position to check that;—you do not know upon what they have based their 
report ? They have based it on the returns I obtained six months previously.
118. Is that your latest report ? Tes.
119. Did you travel over the country from Moss Vale to Bobertson ? Tes ; I was all over it.
120. Merely upon the line of the proposed railway or on the main road ? In all the settlements. I spent 
a week there.
121. Have you had under consideration the report of Mr. Surveyor Bell, of 1884, in reference to this rail
way ? I had it at the time ; but it was not so much the question of route that I had to do with ; I had

. to gather information as to the produce of the district and the character of the country through which it
passed.
122. Tou are aware that Mr. Bell in his report went very fully into the matter, not only from the con
structive point of view but also from the traffic point of view ? Tes.
123. Did you agree mainly with the conclusions that Mr. Bell had arrived at, or had circumstances altered 
during the intervening years ? We did not agree as far as I can remember, but he could not possibly 
have had the same sources of information that I had. I may say that the traffic in connection with this 
proposed line was more thoroughly analysed than the traffic of any other railway I have reported on.
124. How long were you in the district? A week on one occasion and four days on another.
125. Do you not think that Mr. Bell, who spent months in the district, would have as good an opportunity 
of judging of the traffic as you would in a week ? No ; simply because we had representatives from each 
of the townships who met at Moss Vale. They selected the best season, and went through item by item 
of every keg of butter and all the live stock that came from those districts.
126. How did they obtain them ? Erom our invoices. I read it out and asked where it came from— 
from Tarrunga, Wild’s Meadow, or wherever the case might be.
127. Did the produce of the districts show any marked increase during any number of years ? We 
selected the most favourable season that they could think of—half of 1886 and half of 1887.
128. And your estimate is based on that very best year ? Entirely upon that. We devoted three days 
and three nights in going through every item that fell in at Bowral, Mittagong, and Moss Vale.
129. But if this line is constructed much of that which goes direct to Bowral would still go there and not 
come to this branch line ? On the other hand there is a good deal that would. I have a statement here 
of the traffic that fell in at Bowral which would go to this line.
130. Can you have a copy of that report made and sent in ? Tes. There were 115 tons that went to 
Bobertson via Bowral and 163 tons that went from Bobertson through Bowral which were included.
131. Have you counted any of the produce or goods going outward to places between Bowral and Robert
son which even if this proposed line were constructed would still go direct to Bowral and not use this 
line ? Oh yes ; we took the most favourable view of it in every way. I might explain that the local

_ . Committee
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Committee were dissatisfied witli the previous report and they requested the then Minister to have J. Harper, 
the matter gone into more thoroughly, and in order that the thing might be thoroughly dealt with every 
concession was given them in selecting their traffic. 30 j jggp
132. Then have you taken into consideration to the credit of this line produce which now finds its depot at ’’ '
Bowral and would still find it there although this railway were constructed? No doubt a portion of this 
tonnage I refer to would still continue to go to Bowral.
.133. On the Kangaloon Koad, for instance, by Mr. Lamb’s place, and that way? Yes.
134'. You have included that traffic inward and outward which comes by Mr. Lamb’s place, although as a 
matter of fact if this line were constructed that would go direct to Bowral ? Yes—not much of it; the 
principal portion of this is Robertson traffic from Bowral. _ _
135. Do you think that the district which this railway would serve is capable of very much expansion in 
the way of trade? I imagine it would grow fruit extremely well, and I was surprised to find they vrere 
not growing more fruit. Their facilities even now by road are as great as some of the orchardists have at 
the Curragong in reaching Richmond.
136. The land is principally employed for dairying purposes ? Yes. _
137. Is there a possibility of expansion in that direction or is it doing its very level best now ? I think
it is capable of expansion. I think more could be got out of the ground for dairy purposes than at 
present. __ _ _
J3S. Would this line lead to an expansion of the dairying industry or the fruit industry? I think it 
would do both—the expansion of the dairying industry and the fruit industry ; both would be gone into
more extensively. _ ,
139. Do you think that the fruit industry would be a paying concern ? I do. I had an opportunity of
inspecting the books of one gentleman who growrs fruit, and I imagine that he makes more out of his fruit ‘
fhan out of dairying. _ _
140. Are you aware that Mr. Hordern has a very largo area of land under cultivation as an orchard?
Yes. That is between Bowral and Moss Vale. _
141. You think that is likely to prove a paying concern ? I did not pay much attention to the country 
within 3 or 4 miles of Moss Vale.
142. On whose statement do you base your opinion that it would be a profitable thing to grow fruit there ?
Mr. Blencoe’s. .
143. Where is his place ? At Wild’s Meadow. _
144. Did you take evidence at or visit all these places besides Moss Vale, or did you confine your attention
to the evidence submitted at Moss Vale? I obtained the Bowral books and the Mittagong books for two 
years—the two most favourable—and with the deputation, consisting of one from each place—one from 
"Yarrunga, Wild’s Meadow, Robertson, and so on from each settlement—went through the entries item ' 
by item of live stock and goods inwards and outwards. _ _
145. You are familiar with the route this proposed line would take? I crossed it and recrossed it in
several places. _ _ _
146. Are you aware that there was an alternative route suggested, which is shown by the blue line on 
the plan submitted to us—from Moss Vale via Titzroy Palls? Yes.
147. Do you think that that would serve more country than the line under consideration ? I cannot say 
that I paid particular attention to it, for I was committed to one object, and that was to have a look into 
the general productiveness of the district and the traffic.
148. Do you estimate that you would get any of the traffic of Kangaroo Valley if this line were 
constructed ? One portion of it.
149. Is it not possible if the south coast line is continued down to Nowra that the whole of the Kangaroo
Valley traffic would go to Nowra ? I think it is possible it might. _ _
150. And that would take away some portion of the traffic you are depending on for this line ? Yes ; 
although we did not take very much Kangaroo Valley traffic in this. I had the details for that year, but 
I did not have very much, and I think that those at the interview were very conscientious in checking, 
and the stationmaster was present to say where the things came from or went to. _
151. You think it is likely that if this line were constructed it would lead to a large increase of passengers 
to the Pitzroy Palls and surrounding sights ? I think so, and I have also thought since that in view of 
an extension to Nowra it would be a very good tourist district down the Barrangarry Mountain and 
.down to the south coast railway.
152. But they can do that now ? Yes, but it is a longer drive.
153. The road is good ? Yes. It was not when I was there. _
154. Do you think that the proposed line—to get the most traffic, do the most trade, bring the most 
grist to your mill—would be better taken from Moss Vale to Robertson, or from Bowral to Robertson ?
Moss Vale I should imagine.
155. Do you think that any intermediate place between Bowral and Moss Vale would be the best place 
to start from ? I did not study the routes.
156. So far as trade is concerned you think that Moss Vale wrould have the preference over Bowral or
intermediate places ? Yes. ...
157. I see by the report that for passage traffic the Commissioners allow for each adult in the district 
making two double journeys each year and each child one double journey, and they speak of this as being 
a very high average for an agricultural district; is that based on statistics of our agricultural population, 
or of the old country ? I imagine on our own.
158. Did you give them any information about this ? Yes. _
159. Is this estimate of the probable number of passengers that would travel your estimate? No. My 
estimate was arrived at in a different way. So far as passenger traffic is concerned of course it is purely 
a matter of conjecture.
160. On what then did you base your estimate of the passenger traffic ? On the general averages we find 
in districts similar to this, and therefore on actual experience. I estimated 1,500 first-class fares and 
3,500 second-class fares. There is a difference in this estimate of £160.
161. Yours is in excess of this ? No, mine is less.
162. The goods traffic on this line, excepting the goods going out to Robertson, would be atone particular
time of the year—that is produce such as fruit? Well, the butter is continuous, and fruit does not 
represent much. • ■ 163.
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163. But you estimate an increase in the productiveness of the district more particularly in the matter of 
fruit and that would be confined to four months in the year ? Tes. Four or five months in the year.
164. Did you actually visit Wild’s Meadow and Bobertson P Tes, I stayed at Wild’s Meadow and at 
Bobertson.
165. Did you go down the Kangaloon Valley at all ? No.
166. Tou did not go over that side of the swamp at all ? No, I kept on the other side of Wingecarribee 
swamp.
167. Tou did not anticipate drawing any trade from that side to this railway? We have some of it—from 
Burrawang; some portion of it would come in there.
168. Do you think that the people of the district are favourable to the tapping of the main line at 
Mossvale as against Bowral or any intermediate place ? Those I came across I think with one exception 
all appeared to be in favour of Moss Vale. Mr. Barrett, of Burrawang, was I think the only Bowral 
advocate I met.
169. If the matter was one of giving the Bobertson people access to the metropolis, and no other question 
arising, it would be better for them to tap at' Bowral than at Moss Vale, having so much less distance to 
run, would it not ? Tes, they would save mileage certainly.
170. But you would not tap such a good district by a direct route from Bobertson ? No; it would not 
be so convenient for Wild’s Meadow and Tarrunga and people on the south side.
171. If the line were taken to Bobertson how far would it be from Fitzroy Falls ? I think about 2 miles 
the way I went.
172. Do you think that if the line were constructed only as far as Bobertson it would meet the passenger 
traffic, or would it be necessary to construct a line right to the Falls ? No, I think not. I think the Falls 
would be reached from Wild’s Meadow.
173. How far is it from Wild’s Meadow to the Falls ? Three miles I should imagine.
174. Tou think that these estimates of the Commissioners we have here would have every chance of being 
realized? Tes, I think so ; that is in ordinary seasons. We selected an exceptionally favourable one.
175. But to counterbalance that you estimated a large increase in the district because of the construction 
of this line ? Tes.
176. And so it is reasonable to suppose that what is the maximum in your ease would become the 
minimum ? Tes.

THUBSDAY, 13 FEB HU ARY, 1890.
present:—

JOSEPH PALMEB ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaibman).
' Heney Copeland, Esq.

James Ebenezee Tonkin, Esq. 
William Speingthoepe Dowel, Esq. 
Edwabd William O’Sullivan, Esq.

The Hon. Andbew Gabban.
The Hon. Fbedebick Thomas Hhmpheey. 
The Hon. William Joseph Teickett. 
Jacob Gaeeaed, Esq.

Chaeles Alebed Lee, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed railway from Moss Vale to Bobertson.

Henry Deane, Esq., Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Bailways, sworn, and further examined:—
177. Dr. Garran.'] The Sectional Committee who have been to Moss Vale and Bobertson would like 
some information about Bowral and the Sheepwash—a continuance of that to the surveyed line between 
Moss Vale and Bobertson. Have you such information in the office as would enable you to tell the 
Committee what they want to know in regard to this matter ? It would be better to send someone up 
there ; I would much prefer that course.
178. I do not consider it would be necessary to make a survey ; I think if an officer were sent up -to 
inspect the route by just walking over it that would be sufficient. Will you oblige the Committee by 
having that done ? Tes.
179. He would make a survey or an inspection as far as the northern side of the swamp, and see whether 
the route is very much easier, as some of the witnesses say; whether it could be possibly taken by such a 
route as that, on the northern side, or edge of the swamp. It would be enough for the surveyor just to 
walk over the route and see whether it would be practicable or not ? I understand you wish to know 
whether it is practicable to make a line from Bowral to the Sheepwash Station, and then to connect up 
with the Moss Vale to Bobertson line ; also, whether it would be practicable to continue the line from the 
Sheepwash, on the same side of the swamp, to Bobertson. I will have an examination of the country 
made.

WEDNESDAY, 12 MAROBl, 1890. 
Jlrmiti:—

JOSEPH PALMEE ABBOTT, Esq. (Chaibman).
The Hon. John Lackey.
The Hon. Andbew Gabban.
The Hon. Fbedebick Thomas Hhmpheey. 
The Hon. William Joseph Teickett.

Jacob Gabeabd, Esq.
Heney Copeland, Esq.
Edwabd William O’Sullivan, Esq. 
John Hubley, Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed’Bailway from Moss Vale to Bobertson.

William Hutchinson, Esq., District’Engineer, Department of the Engineer-in-Chief for Bailways, sworn,
and examined :—

180. Dr. Garran.] Have you recently made a survey of the proposed line from Bowral to.Bobertson ? I 
have recently travelled over the country without making a detailed survey.
181. Are the blue and green lines on this plan the routes you have examined ? Tes.
182. Taking your blue line from Bowral to the Sheepwash is that a very easy route ? With the excep
tion at the Sheepwash, where there will he a cutting, the line is comparatively easy. 183.
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183.
184.
185.
186.
187.
on piles would cost from £3,000 to £4,000.
188. Before you get to the river you would have a station ? Tes.
189. Would that station be a convenient place for both the roads which come from Kangaloon ? It 
would carry the Mittagong traffic, and also the Kangaloon traffic.
190. It would be a great convenience to all these people ? Tes.
191. There would he no engineering difficulties in placing a station there ? None. _ _
192. After you have crossed the river at the Sheepwash till you rejoin what is known as the trial line 
from Bowral is there any difficulty in ascending gradients ? No, itis what I should call level country, 
it is easier country than on the north side of the river. -
193. Prom Mr. Bell’s line across is there any difficulty in that piece ? I did not travel over that, but the
department have a section of it, and it shows that there is a good deal of excavation. _
194. It would he the only kind of difficulty you would meet in getting on to Bell’s line ? That is all..
195. Did you examine from Bell’s line forward to the position were it will be necessary to make a station 
for the Pitzroy Palls traffic ? No, my instructions were to go only over the trial line from Bobertson to 
Bowral.
196. So far as this Bell’s line is concerned you did not examine it at all ? No.
197. Tou say you can make a line up by the bank of the swamp with only one or two difficult places? 
Tes, one at the Sheepwash, and the other at about 10 miles. Of course there would be small cuttings 
and banks all the way, more or less, but all light work.
198. Are there no lateral creeks going into the swamp ? Tes.
199. No more difficult on that line than on the other trial line ? No.
200. It will be quite possible to make a horse tramway from the Sheepwash station up to Bobertson ?

' I think so.
201. Can you make an easy ascent into Bobertson ? Tes.
202. Prom the head of the swamp can you make an easy ascent into Bobertson ? Tes.
203. Is not Bobertson considerably above the bed of the creek ? No ; the aneroid barometer shows 
Bobertson to be only about 50 feet above the level of the swamp.
204. The access to Bobertson that way is very easy ? Tes.
205. Suppose the railway were made to Wild’s Meadows, the station there would accommodate the 
Pitzroy Palls traffic and the traffic from Kangaroo Talley? In speaking of that district I cannot speak 
with any authority.
206. A separate branch line could be made, if necessary, by the banks of the lake to Bobertson? Tes.
207. No engineering dfficulties whatever ? No. I should like to point out in the case of the route on 
the north side you have a gradual ascent all the way from Bowral to Bobertson, whereas by either of the' 
other two routes you have to rise 190 feet above Bobertson and then go down again.
208. By your line for the produce of the district you would have a descending grade all the way ? Dp 
and down all the way.
209. Where is the principal rise in the 190 feet ? It would be about 12J miles beyond Bowral.
210. On that route it is quite unavoidable ? Tes.
211. Mr. HumpheryJ] What would be the length of the blue line ? It would be 14 miles from Bowral to 
Bobertson via the northern side of the swamp without crossing the river.
212. What is the length of the other line ? Pollowing the green line it would be about 151 miles.
213. Crossing the river at the Sheepwash? That would be still longer; I should think it would be
about 15f miles. c
214. Can you say, approximately, what would be the cost per mile of the blue line? No.
215. Can you give any estimate of the cost of the other line ? No.
216. Which, in your opinion, would be the least .costly ? The blue line from Bowral to Bobertson all the 
way.
217. Would there be an appreciable difference in the cost ? I think there would be a considerable differ
ence. It is shorter, it saves a bridge over the river, it involves less excavations, and the gradients are 
not nearly so heavy.
218. What portion of Kangaloon would be served by the blue line ? The whole of Kangaloon.
219. How many miles is it from the Sheepwash to Bowral ? It is 5 miles to that station.
220. What distance will that be from Kangaloon ? I suppose another 5 miles.
221. How far is the Sheepwash from Burrawang? Close on 5 miles. _
222. The Sheepwash is equi-distant from Kangaloon and Bowral ? Tes ; I should like to point out that 
if the blue line were constructed some better provision than at present exists would require to be made 
at the Sheepwash for getting traffic to the station proposed on that plan.
223. Although the blue line beyond the Sheepwash to Kangaloon would be the least expensive line, 
crossing the river and carrying the line in the direction of Bowral would better serve the traffic ? It 
would better serve the traffic on the south side of the river, not on the north.
224. Where is there likely to be the most traffic ? In the Kangaloon district, I think.
225. That will be served fully by the blue line ? Tes.
226. Mr. Qarrard.\ Do you think a line from Bowral, hy your blue line as far as the Sheepwash,
crossing the Sheepwash and joining.Bell’s line at Wild’s Meadows and terminating there—do you think 
that that line, for the present, will give the largest amount of accommodation to Bobertson, Bowral, and 
Kangaloon if it were determined not to go on to Bobertson in any case ? Under these circumstances I 
think it would be the.best line. _
227. If it were thought to be too costly, to extend the line to;Eobertson and it were proposed to make 
only a portion of .the line,- do you think.that would be. the best ?: I think so.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—BAILWAY FBOM MOSS VALE TO BOBEBTSON.

Nothing further than ordinary country. W.b Hutchinson,
Esq.

And no difficulty with regard to water running under it ?
That would he a cheap line to construct ? Tes.
And it could be made without danger of any serious damage on the cheapest principles ? Quite.
Tou would require a bridge at the Sheepwash ? If you cross the river there, but not otherwise. 12 Mar., 1890. 
Have you formed any opinion as to what such a bridge would cost? I should think a.wooden bridge

APPENDIX.
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8 APPENDIX.

PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS. 

Railway from Moss Vale to Robertson.

APPENDIX.

A.
Precis or Proceedings in relation to the Proposed Light Railway froh Moss Vale, Bowr4l, or Burradoo,

to Robertson.
The advocates of the measure of giving to Robertson communication by rail with the main Southern line, at Moss Vale or 
elsewhere, at first proposed a tramway.

Some time m 1881 a petition was presented to Mr. Secretary Lackey by inhabitants of Moss Vale and surrounding 
district, praying for such a tramway, representing the productiveness of the land and the isolation of Kangaroo Valley,

1 and pointing out that if a tramway were constructed the heavy expenditure on the main roads would be saved.
A deputation also waited upon the same Minister to present a petition from the inhabitants of Burrawang, Wild’s 

Meadow, and Robertson, stating that they (the petitioners) represented an area of 325 square miles of the finest agricultural 
land m the Colony ; that they were 1,200 adult males, occupied chiefly m dairy-farming ; that they had farms varying in 
value from £500 to £5,000 each ; that they paid 15s. to 20s per ton for the conveyance of their produce 10 miles by road, 
double the charge by rail for the whole distance from Moss Vale to Sydney (86 miles); that the population of the district 
was 6,200 ; that the district contained eight public schools (average attendance 400), and the usual public offices ; that at 
Burrawang there was a Farmers’ Club, with over 200 members, a Race Club, and an Agricultural Society, ranking fourth or 
fifth in the Colony ; that the mineral resouices of the district were rich and abundant, that if a tramway were constructed 
there would be a great saving m the maintenance of ordinary roads and bridges; and that they were confident not only 
that a tramway would pay, but that it would add a considerable sum to the general revenue of the country They there
fore prayed for the construction of a tramway from Moss Vale to Robertson and Burrawang, and they estimated the cost 
of such a line at £25,000, and the annual earnings at £13,539 (up traffic only ; down traffic one-third moie). They pointed 
out that the construction of this line wonld give an impetus to many important industries Valuable timber, which was 
now ring barked and destroyed, would be cut up and sent to market, and the great coal-measures existing along the line 
would be worked, and give employment to the surplus population of Sydney. /Moreover, the certainty of access to a 
market would encourage further settlement.

Mr Cowdery was instructed to send an engineer to examine the country, and Mr. Halligan was deputed for the duty.
Mr. T. Blencowe wrote to the Minister, suggesting that, if the line via Buirawang and Wild’s Meadow, as asked 

for m the petition, were not approved, a line to Wild’s Meadow by the lower road might be examined, and a branch fiom 
Wild’s Meadow to the Cambewarra Road

The Commissioner minuted, “ To be considered at the proper time.”
Mr. Halligan reported that he had examined several routes foi a tramway. These, however, as the idea of a tram

way has been abandoned, need not be described hei e. Mr. Halligan recommended the adoption of one of these routes, as 
being easier m grade and more central than any others, although through about r)^ miles of puxate land and was a mile 
longer than the high road He thus described the route m question —From Moss Vale to point B (on plan); from B 
along an unused road to C ; from C across a paddock to D; and thence by F to Robertson.

Mr D T. Smith addressed a letter to the Minister (Mr. Lackey), stating that Bunadoo was a far better junction 
for the Robertson line than Moss Vale It was a well known fact that when roads were surveyed m this district the land 
was too heavily timbered to admit of much selection of route, and that the surveyors, to save time, ran their lines over the 
steepest hills, regardless of grade If, then, Mr Halligan based his observations on the theory that the mam road must be 
his line there W'as no alternative but to make Moss Vale the point of junction, to the marring of the giadients of the pro
posed line and waste of public money. Mr. Halligan had been industriously “ shepherded” by the Moss Vale people, and 
he feared that officer’s report would be biased by them. He would point out that the route recommended by him (Mr. 
Smith) was perfectly level—“not a hill to impede nor a cutting to stay the road,” while the Moss Vale route was continu
ous hill and dale from end to end, with giades of 1 m 5 to 1 m 20 By the Burradoo route the route to Sydney would be 
5 miles shorter than from Moss Vale, and, in justice to the Upper Mittagong and West Kangaloon people this loute ought 
to be adopted. He had no interest in one line more than another, and sought only “ the greatest good to the greatest 
possible number,” and desired also to prevent the waste of public money.

Mr T Garrett also forwaraed to the Minister a letter which lie had received from Mr. T. Blencowe dealing with 
the question of route, stating that the route oi or the range through Burrawang having been condemned by the Engineer, 
the persons who had petitioned wished Mr Garrett’s influence to be used m favour of the route by Wild’s Meadow to 
Robertson on the ground that if constructed on the north side of the range it would be of no service to the district, and, so 
far as paying went, a complete failure

A deputation waited on Mr Secretary Lackey to ask for the construction of a tramway from MossVale to Robertson. 
The Minister said he was not unfavourable to the line, but he could not piomise to make it until the result of the Camden 
tramway experiment had been ascertained.

Mr Secretary Lackey received a highly influential deputation on the subject of a tramway between Moss Vale and 
Burrawang They urged the construction of this line, alleging that it was required to meet the wants of a rich agricultural 
distuct, peopled by at least 1,000 farmers

The Minister admitted the importance of the district, and was sure a line would pay there, but they could not con 
struct it without a vote m Parliament The route had been explored, and the leport of the officer was not unfavourable, 
but it was very possible the Government might entertain a proposal for a system of light railways, which would be moie 
serviceable than tramways He had had a conversation with the Engineer-m-Chief, and he found such railways could be 
constructed for £2,000, £2,500, or £3,000 a mile. He would have a survey made between Moss Vale and Burrawang.

Mr A Osborne wrote to the Minister stating that if Kangaroo Valley and Kangaloon (the residents of which weio 
among the original petitioners) were to be accommodated and the present proposal of a line fiom Moss Vale to Robertson 
was adhered to, branch lines would be necessary. He would therefore suggest the survey of a through line from Bowial 
through Kangaloon, crossing the range by a depression between Burrawang and Robertson ; thence by Wild’s Meadow to 
the top of Barrengaqry mountain This line would run through the centre of the rich farming lands, bring double the 
traffic to the railway, be financially a success, and satisfy the whole of the districts concerned. It would, moieovei, 
shorten by 6 or 8 miles the distance to Sydney, whither 80 per cent of the traffic would tend.

The Hon Secretary of the Burrawang Fanners Club addressed the Mmistei requesting the fulfilment of a promise 
said to have been made by Mr Lackey to harm a line surveyed from Moss Vale to Burrawang.

The inhabitants of Kangaroo Valley presented a petition to the Minister praying for the construction of a light 
railway to the top of Banengarry Mountain. They repiesented that the population of the valley wTas over 1,000, and 
rapidly increasing ; that they sent weekly to Sydney laige consignments of produce, and if proper means of transit were 
provided they would send a large supply of milk, that 30 tons of merchandise were received weekly, that the passengei 
traffic was considerable, and that the timber growing on the Crown land m the vicinity of the line would cover a consider
able pi oportion of the cost. ’ Mr.
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Mr. T. Blencowe addressed the Minister stating that his advocacy of the line originally proposed was based upon 
the assumption that a tramway following the line of road would be constructed, but as it had been found that tramways 
were not suited for heavy traffic, and a system of light railways had been adopted in lieu thereof, the question of a 
better route had to be considered. He would propose a branch line from near Bow ral to Kangaloon, thence through 
the range between Burrawang and Robertson to Wild’s Meadow, with the terminus at Barrengarry Mountain. The 
first 5 miles of this route would be through good pastoral land devoted to dairy farming, &c., but the chief feature 
was the immense deposits of iron ore in the range and spurs ; the next 4 miles was through thickly populated 
country to Kangaloon, whence the best dairy produce was sent to Sydney ; thence across the Wingecarribee Swamp, 
where a large fresh-water lake would be formed above the embankment, while below the land was of the best 
description for dairy purposes. The next 7 miles was through splendid land capable of growing anything suited 
to a cold climate, and the last 2 miles was poor sandstone country to the Kangaroo Valley Road, on the top of Bar
rengarry Mountain. Here (the terminus) a township should be laid out. Near this the mountain was broken down 
in perpendicular cliffs, and revealed splendid seams of coal. He wished specially to direct attention to the vast 
mineral wealth on this route, and to the splendid scenery and healthy climate of the district, which would, ere long, 
make it the favourite summer resort from Sydney. ,

As regarded the route from Moss Vale to Robertson, the first 8 miles went through second-class pastoral country 
sparsely populated, and not capable of contributing much traffic to the railway, the next S miles was through splendid land 
densely populated, as already described in the Bowral route. This (the Moss Vale) route would run between the ranges 
and accommodate only one-third of the district, and would never pay interest on cost. .

The line he suggested was opposed from interested motives, by Moss Vale, which was jealous of Bowral becoming 
the leading place; by Burrawang, because it took the line from their property, and by Robertson, because it did not place 
the terminus there. In submitting these remarks, he had only done what he conceived to be a public duty.

The Commissioner, in reply, informed Mr. Blencowe that, prior to the receipt of his letter, instructions had been given 
to survey a line from Bowral, via the Kangaroo Valley, to Robertson, and that he was glad to see by the valuable information 
given by Mr. Blencowe that it was more than probable that the survey would result in the adoption of a really good route.

, Mr. Halligan reported that he had made an examination of the country as directed from Bowral to Robertson, via 
Kangaloon. Several routes were examined by Mr. Halligan, and be describes and illustrates each of these by references to 
a plan, but as this plan is no longer on the file, it would be impossible to make his descriptions intelligible here. Suffice it 
to state that he recommends the adoption of route No. 4, which he says would be the easiest to construct, and would meet 
the requirements of most of the inhabitants. He points out that if a line were made from,Moss Vale to Robertson direct, 
Kangaloon would be left out entirely, and on the other hand that a line from Bowral to Kangaloon would not serve the 
people of Burrawang, Yarrunga, and Wild’s Meadow*. Mr. Halligan adds that very likely it would be suggested to leave out 
Robertson, and carry a line to Kangaroo Valley and Barrengarry Mountain, and he therefore mentions that his instructions 
were to examine a line from Bowral or Burradoo to Robertson. All the routes examined by him could start from either of 
those stations.

Mr. Secretary Wright promised a deputation which waited upon him from Moss Vale, that a survey should be made 
for a line of railway from that place to Robertson.

The Commissioner minuted in anticipation of a deputation which was about to attend, that in his opinion, the line 
should go by the Kangaloon Valley or near it, it being thence that the greater portion of the traffic would come. If the 
line went direct to Robertson, the Kangaloon Valley would be left out, and if taken by the Kangaloon Valley, Burrawang 
would be left out. The Commissioner therefore suggested what he termed a compromise by the adoption of a route starting 
from Bowral, which would in a measure serve all the places, but again in the absence of the plan, it would be impossible to 
describe the route.

The Minister received the proposed deputation, and informed them that as a trial survey hadj been promised from 
Moss Vale to Robertson, he would feel justified in granting it.

Another deputation waited on the Minister to urge the same matter, and Mr. Wright thereupon requested the 
Engineer-in-Chief to send up an officer to examine and report upon the country. Mr. Bell was accordingly deputed to 
examine the country from Moss Vale to Robertson, via Yarrunga, Wild’s Meadow, and Burrawang.
' A deputation waited on Mr. .Secretary Wright to ask for a trial survey for a light railway from Wild’s Meadow to 
Barrengarry Mountain. Wild’s Meadow, they explained, was on the line in’ course of being surveyed from Moss Vale to 
Robertson, and the Mountain was about 6 miles distant therefrom. There was a considerable population, which would be 
largely increased if the means of conveyance were afforded, and the traffic would pay a good return upon the outlay. The 
Minister replied that he would grant the trial survey, but he could not promise that the railway would be made as they would 
depend upon the nature of the reports received. The experimental light line—that to Camden—had not been a success.

A deputation from the localities interested waited on Mr. Secretary Bibbs (acting) to advocate the construction of 
a line either from Moss Yale or Bowral to Robertson.

The Minister asked if the residents were prepared to give the necessary land, free of cost, to the Government.
_ _ The deputation did not approve of the suggestion, and Mr. Bibbs promised to obtain information from the Engineer-
in-Chief as to levels, cost, &e., and submit the matter to the Cabinet.

Mr. A. Osborne addressed the Minister on behalf of the inhabitants of Kangaroo Valley, Wild’s Meadow, and 
Yarrunga, with reference to the proposed line from Moss Yale to Robertson, with a branch from Wild’s Meadow to the 
top of Barrengarry Mountain, reviewing what had taken place, and stating that 5,000 gallons of milk were produced daily, 
which, if facilities were afforded, would be sent to Sydney ; that the soil was specially adapted for the growth of potatoes 
and vegetables, and fruit of all kinds ; that the climate was unsurpassed in New South Wales, and that this, with the 
scenery, would induce thousands to settle in the district if means of transit were provided. It would be seen, Mr. 
Osborne continued, that the construction of this line would amply repay the cost, and he trusted there would be no further 
delay in carrying out the work. "

A deputation from Kangaroo Valley waited on the Minister to advocate the construction of a railway from the 
Southern line to the top of Barrengarry Mountain. They asked that this line might be included in the next list of railway 
proposals. It had been approved by the Stuart Government, and it was due to petty jealousy that it had been defeated. 
They were sure the line would prove remunerative. As regarded the point of junction they were quite willing to leave 
that to the Government. The Minister informed the deputation that probably no railway policy would be submitted that 
session, but he would obtain a report, and at a convenient opportunity submit the matter to his colleagues.

Mr. Palmer reported that trial surveys had been made from Moss Vale and Bowral to Robertson, and that a branch 
line had been surveyed from the Moss Vale line to the top of Barrengary Mountain, 6 miles, and estimates had been
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submitted :—
Bowral to Robertson, 15 miles................................................................ £126,192
Moss Vale to Robertson, 14J miles .................................................... 106,770

Mr. Garrett, M.P., forwarded to the Minister a letter from Mr. T. Blencowe, in which the latter urged that the 
Barrengarry and Robertson line might be included in the list of railways to be submitted to the House. It had, he said, 
been favourably entertained by past Ministries, and Messrs. Lackey, Wright, Bibbs, and Lyne pronounced it to be one of 
the most promising lines of any proposed. Mr. Blencowe, after reviewing what had been done in advocacy of the line, 
proceeded to give particulars of his own consignments to Sydney, but as he did not state the period to which his figures 
referred, they are valueless as statistics. He added that he could put on the railway 163 tons of milk and 25 tons of fruit 
and sundries per annum.
. A deputation interviewed Mr. Secretary Sutherland with reference to a railway from Moss Vale or Bowral to 
Kangaroo Valley. The deputation gave a resume of what had occurred, and the Minister, in reply, intimated that they 
would have had their railway if the people could have agreed as to the route. He would obtain reports, and give the 
matter fair consideration.

In accordance with the Minister’s promise, Mr. Inspector Crawford was sent on a mission of inquiry in the district, 
and his report confirmed what had been before stated as to the extent and fertility of the country, the occupations of the 
people, &c. He stated that the places concerned are 10 to 15 miles from Moss Vale, with roads almost impassable in wet 
weather, the charges for carriage being very high in consequence. He estimated the population interested in the Moss Vale 
route at 6,000 or 7,000, having the usual complement of schools, churches, and public buildings, with Schools of Arts and 
other evidences of progress and affluence. The capabilities of the country were unlimited, but required transit facilities to 
develop them. Robertson, on an elevated plateau (2,000 feet), with a healthy climate, was cut off from the sea by the 
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rugged nature of the country, and its only outlet was by Bowral or Moss Vale. Burrawang was situated on the range of 
that name, 10 miles from Moss Vale, and near the source of the Wingecarribee Creek. The country was undulating and 
fertile, and devoted to dairy-farming and grazing. Near by was Wild’s Meadow, a tract of country also occupied by dairy- 
farmers. 3 miles further on was Barrengarry Mountain, with a road having a fall of 1,500 feet into Kangaroo Valley. The 
latter had two outlets for its produce—(1) by Barrengarry Mountain to Moss Vale, 20 miles ; and (2) over the mountains to 
Broughton Creek (16 miles), the latter being an objectionable route, on account of the many transshipments. By reason of 
the extent of country opened up, the population served, and the cost of construction, ho would give the preference to the 
Moss Vale route. The argument of the Bowral people that the route should be adopted because it placed Robertson 6 
miles nearer Sydney, was valueless, inasmuch as it meant that while we were called upon to construct 14 miles of new line 
we should only get additional traffic for 8 miles. He estimated the financial result of the working of the line as under :—

Working expenses............................................................................................ £2,060 12 0
Interest at *5 per cent, on a capital of +£100,000 ....................................... 5,000 0 0

_ 7,060 12 0
Estimated revenue from all sources .............................................................. 585 15 8

Annual loss..................................................................................................  £6,474 16 4
The Commissioner did not think Mr. Crawford had made sufficient allowance for the development of traffic by the 

construction of a railway, but was of opinion that if three times the anticipated traffic were realized, the construction of 
the line could not be recommended on economic grounds.

Extracts from Inspector Crawford’s report were sent to Mr. M'Court, M.L. A., at the request of the latter.
A deputation from Robertson, introduced by Mr. M‘Court, waited on the Minister, for the purpose of impugning 

the accuracy of Mr. Crawford’s return of traffic, and obtaining further inquiry. They were prepared, they said, to prove 
that officer’s figures altogether inaccurate and absurd.

The Minister thought it proper to give the persons interested an opportunity of proving their case, and directed that 
an officer should be sent to the district to collect evidence and verify the statements of the objectors.

Mr. Superintendent Harper was appointed for the purpose to confer with a committee of residents ; and after a visit 
to the district, submitted a report.

Mr. Harper mentioned in emphatic terms the fertility of the district, the beauty of the scenery, and the healthiness 
of the climate. He stated that after seeing the district he could understand the extravagant estimate formed by the resi
dents of the traffic likely to be developed ; and, doubtless, it was capable of great improvement. But the duty confided 
to him was that of enabling the committee to prove the present traffic, and in this view he arranged for an examination by 
them and himself of all invoices, way-bills, &e., at Bowral and Moss Vale stations. The examination, which was an 
exhaustive one, entirely upset the extravagant theory of the residents, and the committee frankly admitted that the figures 
were unchallengeable. There could be no doubt, however, that Mr. Crawford’s estimate, both of goods and passenger traffic 
was considerably underestimated. As the result of an elaborate calculation he found the present value of the goods traffic 
to be £600 14s. 3d., which he thought in estimating for a railway might fairly be doubled. With a population of 6,000 or 
7,000 persons, and with the attractions presented to visitors by the scenery and climate, it was not unreasonable to expect 
that at least 5,000 persons per annum would use the line. Talking these in the proportion of 1,500 1st class and 3,500 2nd 
class fares, and including £180 for the carriage of mails, and a return was shown of £1,07113s. 4d. The account would
then stand,—

Goods traffic.................................................................................................... £1,201 8 6
Passengers and mails.................................................................................... 1,071 3 4

Total earnings................................................................................ £2,272 11 10

Notwithstanding this more favorable return, Mr. Harper was of opinion that the construction of a line to Robertson at 
present would add another to the list of non-paying lines. In this opinion Mr. Kircaldie fully concurred.

The Commissioner minuted that there was not much difference between Mr. Crawlord’s and Mr.' Harper’s 
estimate of goods traffic. The former on the basis of present traffic put it at £551, while Mr. Harper, taking the most 
favorable year the committee could select, brought it out as £601, and this he had doubled, because a railway would be 
likely to increase the traffic. Mr. Harper again had put down a sum for passenger traffic not based on present traffic, but 
on anticipated increase due to visitors, who, he assumed, would be attracted by the picturesque beauty of the district. 
If these somewhat fanciful sources of revenue were developed, the gross earnings would still be £4,000 per annum short 
of what would be required to make the line a self-supporting one.

Mr. M‘Court, M.P., writing to the Minister, hoped the Robertson line would not be overlooked. He was sure a line 
costing £40,000 or £50,000 would pay well.

An influential deputation waited on Mr. Secretary Sutherland to urge the construction of a light line of railway to 
Robertson. They wished it referred at once to the Public Works Committee, feeling assured that they could make their 
case good before the Committee. Mr. M‘Court thought that in view of the importance and population of the district, they 
were entitled to a railway. He was sure that a light line, costing £4,000 or £5,000 a mile would pay handsomely, and ho 
did not fear the result of any inquiry. Mr. Blencowe pointed out that their produce was of such a nature as to require 
quick transit to a market. Their population was from 1,200 to 1,500 persons. He was satisfied that Mr. Harper had 
under-estimated the traffic. For instance, he had made no mention of milk, which would be an important item. Mr. 
Harper had put down the goods freight at lid. and Is. 3d. per ton, but they were paying 15s. to 20s. per ton, and an 
average of 8s. per ton would have enabled Mr. Harper to add £1,000 to his estimate. He (Mr. Blencowe) believed the line 
could be made to pay 3 per cent, on a capital of £70,000.

Mr. Sutherland informed the deputation that he believed this branch would pay as a light line, and if the plans 
were ready he would submit them to the Cabinet.

The chairman of public meeting held at Yarrunga requested the Minister—in terms of a resolution carried at 
such meeting—to have a deviation surveyed to meet the requirements of Kangaroo Valley and Fitzroy Falls traffic.

A deputation, with the same object in view, waited on the Minister. They pointed out that the line, as proposed, 
passed some distance from the Falls and was not convenient for Kangaroo Valley, and if the traffic of these places was 
provided for the line would have a better chance of paying. There was always considerable passenger traffic to the Falls, 
which would be greatly increased if railway facilities were given. Again, Kangaroo Valley, one of the most fertile 
districts in the Colony, sent its produce by sea from Brqughton’s Creek ; but if the line were made it would all go by rail. 
Large quantities of goods would be sent away if the line were taken to the top of the mountain. They were satisfied to 
rest their claim on its merits, and would like an officer to be sent to report on the deviation.

Mr. Sutherland informed the deputation that from his knowledge of the localities he was quite prepared to comply 
with their very reasonable request, and would depute an officer accordingly.

Mr. Stuart was instructed to undertake this duty, and to place himself in communication with Mr. Alderman Hart, 
who would show him the localities.

It may suffice here to say that Mr. Stuart reported the deviation to be practicable, but that to reach the top of the 
Barrengarry Mountain a branch line would be necessary, and it would lengthen the present about 3J miles.

The President of the Burrawang Farmers’ Club farwarded to the Minister copy of resolutions carried at a meeting of 
the Club affirming—(1) that the district, from its position, population, and resources is entitled to a railway ; (2) that the 
nature of its produce renders speedy access to Sydney a necessity ; (3) that the produce of the district would be quadrupled 
if a railway were made, and the land would be worked up to its full capacity ; (4) that the salubrity of the climate and 
the beauty of the scenery would attract visitors in large numbers ; and (5) that Surveyor Wilkins’ line be adopted as the 
most easily constructed, and the most direct, and the best suited for the accommodation of the majority of the people.

Mr. Thompson, the land valuer, paid a visit of inspection and inquiry to the district, and his report will be laid 
before the Committee. '

The Railway Commissioners also reported on the line. '
C.A.B., 6/2/90. _

B.
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B.

Railway Commissioned’ Repobt.

Office of the Railway Commissioners of New South Wales, 29 December, 1888. 
Proposed line of light Railway, Moss Vale to Robertson, 14 miles 20 chains.

In accordance with the provisions of the “Public Works Act, 1888,” section 13, we beg to report as under :—

Cost of Construction—
The Engineer-in-Chief estimates to cost of constructing this line at (this is exclusive of

land and compensation)......................................................................................................... £84,300

Annual Cost—
Interest at 3| per cent, on capital.................................................................................................. 2,950
Expense of working line (two trains per day each way), Permanent-way and traffic expenses 3,627

Total annual cost .............................................. ........... £6,577

Traffic Estimate—
Goods traffic now passing through Bowral and Moss Vale to and from Wild’s

Meadow and Robertson Districts............. ......................................... 2,504 tons.
Value to branch .............................................................................................................. £465
Live stock......................................................................................................................... 115

Passenger Traffic—
Allowing for each adult in the district making two double journeys each year, and 

each child one double journey, which is an exceedingly high average for an
agricultural district, value of traffic to the branch would be ........................... 1,075

Mails and parcels................................................................................................ . 188

Total annual traffic.......................................................... £1,843

It will be seen that the traffic would have to develop exceedingly before working expenses could be covered,, and the 
district through which the line passes for a considerable part of its course is not of such a character as to enable such a change 
to take place rapidly.

The district around Robertson itself is very rich, and if it were devoted more to the growth of fruit and vegetables a 
much greater traffic could be developed, and so later on perhaps justify the making of a branch line.

(l.S.)

{(L.S.) ,

(l.s.)

The Common seal of the Railway Commissioners of New 
South Wales has been hereunto affixed by the Rail
way Commissioners in the presence of,—

D. Vebnon.

E. M. Gr. EDDY,
Chief Commissioner. 

W. M. FEHON, 
Commissioner. 

CHARLES OLIVER,
fVt mmi a ai rvn p p

C.

Official Descbiption of the Pbofosed Railway.

Line from Moss Vale to Robertson.

Length, 14 miles 20 chains. Estimated cost of a light single line, £84,900, exclusive of cost of land and compensation,
or £5,953 per mile.

This proposed branch railway leaves the Great Southern Line at 85 miles 60 chains, at the southern end of the Moss Vale 
railway station, and proceeds in a south-easterly and north-easterly direction, terminating at Yarrunga-street, in the village of 
Robertson, being a distance from Sydney of 100 miles, crossing White’s Creek at 86) miles; passing through the parishes of 
Bong Bong, Yarrunga, and Yarrawa, county of Camden, and the district of Wilde’s Meadow; from 89 to 90 miles, running 
parallel to Fitzroy Falls and Shoalhaven Road at a distance of about 10 chains; crossing the Yarrunga and Wilde’s Meadow 
Road at 93 miles; thence in a north-easterly direction to the terminus, running the latter portion of the way along the 
southern side of the road from Moss Vale and Burrawang, and along the south side of Congewoi-street, crossing West Wallun- 
gunda and Caalong Streets,—being a distance of 14 miles 20 chains.

January, 1889.

D,
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D.
Details of Estimated Cost of Proposed Railway. 

Proposed Railway from Moss Yale to Robertson.
Estimated cost of constructing a single line of railway (exclusive of cost of land and compensation). 
Length of main line, 14 miles 20 chains; length of sidings, 67} chains. Total, 3 5 miles 7} chains.

Class of Work. Estimated Cost 
of Works of each 

Class.
Total Cost.

£ s. d. £ s. d.
Excavations ...................................................... 25,950 0 0Culverts—

No. 24—3 tL........................................................................ 2,082 5 0
No. 4—4 ft............................... ........................ 422 15 0
No. 5—5 ft.................................................... 960 15 0
No. 1—6 ft. 6 m............................................... 484 0 0
No. 1—8 ft........................................................................ 365 0 0

4,314 15 0
No. 36—Box drains ........................................................................................................... 474 0 0Budges—

No. 4—Single spans of 10 ft. 6 in.............................................................................. 652 10 0
No. 1—Double spans of 10 it. 6 m................................ . . 21] 10 0
No. 1—Treble spans of 10 ft. 6 m. ... .................................................................. 264 10 0

1,128 10 0
Ovei bridges—

No. 5—Roadway, 14 ft. wide ..................... 9,37S 10 0
No. 33—Level crossings ........... ... ... 2| 427 8 0

Diversions of roads .............................................. 636 5 0
Permanent-wav and ballasting......................... ... . 97 S98 S 4
No. 3—Stations ......................... ............. 43RO 0 n
No. 1—Water supply............. ............................................................ .......................... ....................... 1,500 0 0Fencing................................................................. 4 480 0 0
Signals .... ................................ . ................................. r # 200 0 0

Cost of works ... . ........ 75,397 13 4
Engineering and contingencies ............. ................. 12} per cent. 9,424 14 2

Total (sav) ................. . 84,900 0 0 84,822 7 6

Average cott per mile (say) .................................... ................................... 5,953 0 0 5,952 8 11

Ht DEANE,
Engineer-in-Chief’s Office, 27th September, 1869. Acting Engineer-in-Chief.

E.
Repoet on Routes for Proposed Railway, Bowral or Moss Vale to Robertson.

[Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 22 November, 1888 ]
Sir, Trial Survey Office, Railway Department, Sydney, 12 March, 1884.

^ On the 26th February I received instructions from the Engineer in Charge of Surveys to proceed to Moss Vale, 
examine the district towards Robertson, and report upon the most suitable route for a railway connecting Robertson with the 
Great Southern Railway.

Having made the examination, and devoted considerable time to inspecting the districts to be served by the proposed 
railway, I have the honor to report as follows •—

The township of Robertson, about 14 miles east of Moss Vale, lies on an elevated plateau, and is approached from the 
Southern Railway at Moss Vale and Bowral by the Burrawang and Kangaloon Ranges, between which lie the Wingecarribee 
Swamp and the Bong Bong River. These two ranges are covered with extensive tracts of rich chocolate soil, eminently 
adapted for dairy farming, and this good land extends 3 or 4 miles past Robertson, gradually getting poorer, however* 
Around Robertson settlement is not so advanced as m the more westerly parts of the district.

Opposite the west end of the Wingecarribee Swamp the ranges die out about 5 or 6 miles from the Southern Railway, 
and are succeeded by grazing country. *

On the Burrawang Range, 10 miles from Moss Vale, lies the private township of Buirawang, through which the line 
nlrf ady surveyed from Bowral to Robertson passes. Three-quarters of a mile southward, at the foot of the hill, is the head of 
Joe Wild’s Meadows, formerly a swamp fed by the Meadows Creek from the southern slope of the Burrawang Range. 
Tins meadow is now occupied by dairy farms ; it runs out towards the Fitzroy Waterfall, a favourite resort of pleasure-seekers, 
and is crossed at its lower end by the road from Moss Vale to Shoalhaven and Broughton Creek, and is bounded on east and west 
by fertile ranges. The Shoalhaven Road, 3 miles after passing Wild’s Meadows, descends the Barrengarry Mountain by a 
road 4 miles m length and falling more than 1,500 feet into the “Kangaroo Valley.

This is the most important district m the neighbourhood, and comprises Kangaroo, Barrengarry, Broger’s, and Cambe- 
warra Creeks, and the district round Bendiela. Up each of these creeks are large tracts of fertile land, a great portion of 
which has been cleared o± brush and dense scrub, and is occupied by dairy farms of from 40 to 100 acres and upwards. The 
tenure is largely freehold, and the land is already selected on the hillsides up to the foot of the cliffs. The climate is very 
mild, and the settlers could thus keep up the supply of produce throughout the winter, when the upland pastures were 
unproductive.

Between Wild’s Meadows and Moss Vale is the parish of Yarrunga, containing the settlement of Manchester Square. 
The land is in small farms, but the soil is not so fertile as in the districts already described.

There is already a railway-line surveyed direct from Bowral to Robertson. Starting from the Great Southern Railway 
near the former place it runs in a south-easterly direction for 2} miles, where it crosses the Bong Bong River in a flat half-a- 
mile across, and subject to floods upwards of 6 feet deep. Continuing m the same direction through pastoral land it crosses 
the Moss Vale and Robertson Road about 71 miles from Bowral, and begins to ascend the Burrawang Range, keeping on the 
north side of the ridge until at Ilf miles it crosses a saddle, whence it continues on the south side of the road and ridge to 
near Robertson, which it enters from the south-west. It passes thiougli Burrawang township at 10 miles, and the summit 
is reached at 12} miles from Bowral.

The districts it serves are the Burrawang Range, Robertson, and through it East Kangaloon, while the West Kangaloon 
people would meet it about 6 miles from Bowral. The Wild’s Meadow's settlers would have to either travel uphill to Burra
wang (at 10 miles), or go out to meet the bne on the level, at the ciossmg of the Moss Vale Road, 7 miles from Bowral. 
The Kangaroo Valley and Manchester Squaie traffic would be entirely cut off.

The various districts would be accommodated as shown hereunder. Kangaloon
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Kangaloon is completely cut off by "Wingecarribee Swamp from communication with Burrawang direct; East Kan* Kangaloon. 
g&loon has, therefore, an outlet by Robertson, the country falling in that direction, while West Kangaloon, sloping towards 
Bowral, would be accommodated only at the “ Sheepwash” by the line as now surveyed ; but considering the short distance 
saved, and the extra mileage to Bowral, it is doubtful whether the western settlers would avail themselves of the branch line*

In deciding therefore upon the route for a railway to Robertson, Kangaloon interests must be set aside, as nothing less 
than a railway through Kangaloon would serve the country properly, and the district is too rough and too circumscribed to 
justify the construction of a line. .

The Burrawang Range is best served by the surveyed line, but the district is too small of itself to make a railway pay* Burrawang Hill, 
there being actually only half-a-mile to a mile of land between the surveyed line and Wingecarribee Swamp, the virtual 
boundary on the north, whereas all the other districts lie to the south of the line, and to reaeh it would have to come uphill.

A line hv Wild’s Meadows would give the settlers f of a mile more to carry their produce, but as this is downhill, 
and as no part of the Burrawang District would be 2 miles from such a line they would have nothing whatever to 
complain of. ^ '

Their objections to such a line resolve themselves into a fear that the present township would be hurt, and that stores 
would have to he brought f of a mile uphill. tyuh’s Mfta/iftwrt*

Of Wild’s Meadows and the districts between Burrawang Hill and the Shoalhaven (Kangaroo Valley) Road, the 
centre is about 2£ miles from the surveyed line, and the carriage is uphill, whereas the proposed line would not be more than 
2 miles from the centre, and would meet the traffic on the flat. # t

At present there are two modes of exit from Kangaroo Valley by which produce is brought out. The one is via an^airo° a c* 
Barrengarry Mouutain to Moss Vale, about 20 miles from the valley township, and the other is over the mountains to Broughton 
Creek, about 16 miles.

At Broughton Creek the exports, consisting of butter, eggs, fowls, pigs, and cedar are shipped on a small steamer for 
Shoalhaven, where they are again transhipped to the coasting steamers. By this route there is great loss and deterioration, 
as after the heavy journey up and down the mountain the produce is much knocked about, and delayed in the several tranship
ments. One item of produce, viz., calves, cannot be transported either via Broughton Creek or Moss Vale, and farmers have 
consequently to destroy large numbers which might otherwise be a source of profit.

In coming out of the valley via Moss Vale there is only one hill to climb, but the distance is such that the double 
journey cannot be performed in one day. The settlers in the valley were unanimous in stating that their wants would be 
well satisfied by any line that came sufficiently near the top of the hill on the flat, so that each man could take out his 
produce by his own vehicle and return to the valley the same day.

This would be accomplished by a line at the upper end of Wild’s Meadows, but the valley traffic could not be counted 
upon if, in addition to the long carriage up from Barrengarry, the carts had to climb another hill at the end. It is a matter 
for consideration how much of the traffic would be diverted from such a line by the completion of the Illawarra^ Line to 
Shoalhaven, hut so important is the valley traffic that it might even be advisable to lengthen the proposed line by going so far ’
down Wild’s Meadows in order to bring it nearer to the Valley Road, and also to accommodate visitors to the Fitzroy Falls, 
which at holiday times are visited by great numbers of people.

One of the largest landowners in the valley has at present to devote a large part of his land to fattening cattle, whereas 
were there better facilities for getting to market he would lay it out in dairy farms. There is always a great amount of 
clearing going on, which will greatly increase the traffic in the district as the land is brought into use. ^ .

The Yarrunga and Manchester Square settlers would be accommodated only by a line from Moss Vale via Wild’s Yarrunga* 
Meadows. ^ . p h ^

There are three practicable routes other than the line at present surveyed; they would unite before reaching .Wild’s 
Meadows, which would be passed on the level ground, they would have easier gradients and a considerably lower summit level * 
than the present line— .

1st. Leaving Bowral by the line already surveyed, and following it for 7 miles, then bearing to the south so as to get on 
to the southern side of the Burrawang Range on E. Shipley’s section of 378 acres, then keeping up to the head of 
Kelly’s Creek through Stagg’s 237 acres to water reserve where Meadows Creek crosses Wild’s Meadows Road ; 
keeping thence on the slope of Burrawang Range up the Meadows Creek to the saddle on William Hanrahan’s land 
at head of the creek; thence in to Robertson nearly on the line of the existing survey.

2nd. Starting from Austermere, on the Great Southern Railway, keeping round the bend of the Bong Bong River, cross* 
ing the western boundary of Throsby’s 4,000 acres, about 30 chains from the southern corner; thence straight to 

• meet the first proposed line in Shipley’s 378 acres ; thence via top of Wild’s Meadows to Robertson as before.
3rd. Starting from the Great Southern Railway, 20 or 30 chains to south of Moss Vale Station, and keeping up White’s 

Creek ; thence bearing eastwards through the 1,000 acres, originally Chas. Throsby’s, along the southern side of the 
watershed separating the Bong Bong basin from that of the Meryla to a point about a mile to the north of Yarrunga 
School, where the selections of Messrs. T. Seery, Bath, and Hayter adjoin; thence keeping up by Kelly’s Creek and 
joining the first proposed route between Shipley’s and Stagg’s land, whence it is continued via Wild’s Meadows to 
Robertson as previously described. .

The three proposed routes coinciding from near Shipley’s 378 acres to Robertson the advantages of that portion over °*
the surveyed route are :—It is more in the centre of the district, and from that part whence the line is diverted the traffic is *
downhill. The rise does not commence until after leaving Wild’s Meadows, and the gradients up to Robertson are easier, the 
summit level being nearly 100 feet lower than on the present survey. There is a good permanent supply of water in the 
Meadows Creek.

1st. Of the portions of the proposed routes before they unite, the advantages of the first running on the surveyed line to 
Bowral are that it will save 6 miles of carriage on Sydney traffic over a line starting from Moss Vale, and it will par
tially serve West Kangaloon. The disadvantages are the scantiness of the population, and the liability of the Bong 
Bong River to floods.

2nd. The second route starting from Austermere will avoid the Bong Bong River entirely, and will save 2 miles on the 
Sydney traffic over the Moss Vale route. On the other hand the junction is away from a township, and the 
population for the first 8 miles from the Southern Railway is scattered.

3rd. The line to Moss Vale has the advantage of joining the main line near the township, which at present is the chief 
place in the district, and it also serves the Yarrunga residents. It is carried for some distance on the watershed, and 
thus avoids gullies and creeks. The only disadvantage is that the distance towards Sydney is 6 miles longer than via 
Bowral.

It therefore appears that the most payable line would be one from Robertson down the south side of the Burrawang Recom*. 
Range, past Wild’s Meadows, and that the most suitable junction would be at Moss Vale, unless the saving in mileage on the meudation. 
other routes would override other considerations. It would be necessary to opon a road along the side of Wild’s Meadows to 
enable the Kangaloon Valley traffic to come from the head of the mountain to the railway on the level, as the present road 
runs on the top of a range.

The lengths of all the routes do not differ greatly, but on tbe new proposals the heavy work commences on leaving 
Wild’s Meadows ; and it is worthy of consideration whether the line should be constructed to that point in the first instance, 
leaving its extension to Robertson to a future time. The drawback to such a course would be that it would very greatly retard 
the progress of East Kangaloon. I have, &c.,

----------- WM. REID BELL.
I have attached to Mr. Bell’s report portion of a county map on which I have shown the line already surveyed from 

Bowral to Robertson and the alternative routes that have been suggested and examined by Mr. Bell. It appears from this 
report that a line from Moss Vale to Robertson would pass through the most populated part of the district, and I think a trial 
survey of this route might be made, to compare with the route from Bowral. 1 do not see any necessity for surveying the 
intermediate routes, as I imagine the point to be eventually decided will be whether this line is to leave the Southern Railway 
at Bowral or at Moss Vale.—H.P., 34/3/84. The Engineer-in-Chief. Forwarded for the information of the Minister for 
Works.—J.W. {per W.H.Q,.), 20/3/84. Under Secretary, B.C. Submitted, 21/3/84—J.R. I approve of Mr. Palmer’s 
suggestion that a trial survey be made from Moss Vale to Robertson.—F.A.W., 22/3/84. Mr. Palmer.—W.H.Q,., 25/3/84 
Instructions given to Mr. Bell to proceed with this survey without delay.—H.P., 26/3/84.

F.
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u APPENDIX.

. F-
Report by Mb. J. B. Thompson, Land Valuer, on Proposed Railway Extension prom Moss Vale to Robertson.

. . Department of Public Works, Valuation Branch, Sydney, 27 September, 1889.
In compliance with your instructions of 16/8/89, I have now the honor to submit a report on the proposed railway extension 
from Moss Vale to Robertson. 1. As to the character of the country on and near the proposed line. 2. The nature of 
settlement, and the principal industries of the district. 3. Respecting the traffic which is likely to be developed by the 
construction of this line ; and 4. As to the character of the country and its attractions as a resort for tourists.

1. The character of the country on and near the proposed line :—
The country for a distance of about 6 miles from Moss Vale is of variable quality, most of it being open, forest, well- 

grassed, but light, sandy soil, with patches of good agricultural land on the rises, and some black flats. Thence to within 
about 1 mile of Burrawang, a distance of about 2J miles, the country gradually improves, until at the point mentioned it 
becomes entirely volcanic, with chocolate-coloured soil of great depth and extraordinary fertility.

This volcanic eruption covers an extensive area, approximately about 10 miles from north to south and about 8 miles 
from.east to west, or an area of over 50,000 acres, nearly the whole of which is of the very best description. The volcanic 
district now referred to has many striking characteristics. It is a plateau, within about 10 miles of the ocean, overlying 
the coal-measures, at an elevation of about 2,500 feet. Its surface is very irregular, as it is intersected by numerous ranges, 
with deep valleys and water-courses intervening. Many of the ranges are steep, with extensive outcrops of loose basaltic 
boulders on their summits and many of their slopes, but all fertile and well grassed. The volcanic country is sharply 
defined, and, except on the north, it is surrounded by sandstone country, which on the west and south forms a belt or 
fringe of a width varying from 1 to 3 miles, dividing it from the precipitous cliffs which hem in the fertile Kangaroo Valley 
on the west, and which fall towards Jamberoo and Albion Park on the south. The only approach to this district from the 
direction of the coast available for wheel traffic are the long and steep ascents of Barrengarry Mountain, from Kangaroo 
Valley, and Jamberoo Mountain, from Kiama. As might be expected from the great elevation of this district, and its 
proximity to the ocean, it has a most salubrious climate and a copious and regular annual rainfall. The most striking 
feature of the district, however, is, I think, its indigenous vegetation, notwithstanding its height above sea level, and its 
cold winters. It was originally covered, both on hill tops and valleys, with a forest of gigantic trees, with as dense an 
undergrowth of shrubs, creepers, and innumerable tree-ferns as I have ever seen in the coast brushes. The district has 
now been mostly cleared and sown with artificial grasses, which succeed admirably. The character of the country and its 
attractions as a resort for tourists I shall explain under another head.

2. The nature of settlement and the principal industries of the district:—
_ The district is almost wholly occupied by small farmers, whose principal pursuit is dairy-farming. There are seven 

or eight butter factories at work, and a couple of bacon factories, all of which turn out considerable quantities of produce.
■ 3. Respecting the traffic, which is likely to be developed by the construction of this line.

There is a practically unlimited area of first rate agricultural soil, much of which would undoubtedly be brought 
under cultivation were there easy access to the Sydney market—the present rate of carriage from 15s. to 20s. per ton from 
Robertson to Moss Vale being a complete barrier to the conveyance of bulky produce. There would also be large quantities 
of sawn timber taken to market were there a railway, as the high rate of dray carriage leaves but little margin for profit 
to the mill owners.

4. As to the character of the country and its attractions as a resort for tourists.
This district is not only intrinsically valuable, but it is surrounded by some of the finest scenery to be found in the 

Colony. The Eitzroy, Belmore, Carrington, or Kangaroo River Falls are magnificent beyond description. I am firmly 
convinced, if easily accessible, this district would attract more tourists than the Blue Mountains, as it has every advantage 
of 'scenery and climate possessed by the latter, with others peculiar to itself, such as the local production of farm, garden, 
orchard, and dairy produce in abundance, and if the best descriptions, which is no small attraction to those who might 
visit the district as a sanatorium. I regard the certain and speedy recognition of the superiority of this district as a health 
and pleasure resort as a source of large revenue to the railway, if constructed. I should mention that the Falls are within 
a radius of 4 miles of Robertson, which may be regarded as the centre of the district.
„ J. B. THOMPSON,
The Under Secretary, Public Works, Sydney. Land Valuer.

G.
Report by Mr. District-Engineer Hutchinson on the Route of the Proposed Railway from Bowral to Robertson. 

' Department of Public Works, Railway Construction Branch, Engineer-in-Chief’s Office,
Sydney, 5 March, 1890.

'Bowral to Molertson Bailway.
I forward herewith for the information of the Parliamentary Standing Committee, a copy of Mr. District-Engineer 
Hutchinson’s report on his examination of the route of the above proposed Railway.
The Secretary Parliamentary Standing Committee, Public Works. H. DEANE.

Railway Construction Department, Sydney, 3 March, 1890.
Bowral to Robertson Railway.

In compliance with your instructions I examined the country between Bowral and Robertson, for the purpose of ascer
taining if a line of.railway could be constructed via the Sheep-wash, to connect these two towns, and 1 have marked on the 
accompanying parish map, in blue and green, the two lines which I examined.

■ I consider that the point selected for the junction of the trial survey with the Great Southern Railway is the best, 
although by deviating about 5 or 6 chains closer to Bowral, a slightly better line could be obtained ; but as some valuable 
property would have to be resumed, I do not think any saving would be effected,

: . .or *^le mile ar|d a half the trial survey could be adopted ; at this point the line would deviate as shown in blue,
continuing on the south side of the main road for the next 3^ miles ; thence close along the north bank of the river to the 
Sheep-wash; thence along the edge of the Wingecarribee swamp for 6 miles ; the line would then cross the creek at the 
head of the swamp, and would follow the south bank of the Cualong Creek into Robertson.

. On this route the gradients would be very favourable, the maximum being about 1 in 60; the earthworks would also 
be light, except.at two places, one close to the “ sheep-wash,” and the other about 10 miles; at these places the range runs 
close down to the river and the swamps, and a good deal of excavation would be required to take the railway line past. 
Should this route be adopted, a siding at 5 miles would catch all the upper Mittagong traffic, and also, I believe, a good deal 
of the traffic from the south side of the river, and a siding at 10J miles would be the best place for the Kangaloon district.

, The other line would deviate from the trial survey at the same point as the blue one, and would follow the direction 
shown by green line in plan, passing over level country, and joining the trial survey again at 7J miles. From that point to 
Robertson the lines as surveyed would be adopted, but in a few places improvements could be made, principally at 9J 
miles, where a cutting 60 feet deep is shown, but which could be considerably reduced -by keeping the line a few chains to 
the north ; also at 13J miles, when by twisting the line a little to the south, the cutting shown on section could be avoided.

By crossing the Wingecarribee River as shown on green line, instead of at the place selected for the trial line, the 
length of the bridge could be reduced quite one-half.

The earthworks on this line would be more expensive than on the blue line, and the gradients would not be so 
favourable. Should this line be adopted, a siding of about 6J miles, near the “sheep-wash,” would be the most convenient 
fdr the traffic on the north side of the river.

■. .1 have shown in black a line leaving the blue line at 5| miles, and joining the green line at about the same mileage ;
this line would cross the Wingecarribee River at a very oblique angle, but the length of the bridge required would be less 
than where the green line crosses the river.

When examining the various lines, I was accompanied by Messrs. Alcorn, Kennedy, and Brennan. These gentlemen 
are very old residents of the district, and gave me all the information and assistance in their power, and they informed me 
that the Wingecarribee River and swamp had not been in such a flooded state as it was at the time of my visit since 1870, 
and therefore I could uot have examined the country at a more favourable time for railway construction purposes.
To the acting Engineer-in-Chief. ___________________________________ W. HUTCHINSON.

H.
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H.
Moss Yale to Robeetson Railway 

Book of Reference to accompany Parliamentary Plan

APPENDIX 15

Trial Survey, Moss Vale to Robertson, via Wild’s Meadow.

Name of Parish
No

Description of Property State of Cultivation
Name of

on
i*lan Owners Leasees Occupiers

Bong Bona: 1 Great Southern Railway
2 Building allotment . . ... W. M Coward .. .
3 C C. Gale...
4 Samuel Tooth
5 • » ... James Tate
6 House and garden . — Murphy — Murphy.

51 •
»

7
8

Building allotment ' .. .' ..."' P. C. Ferguson .
33

....

9
10

33 ••• 33
Wm Jones

11 Throsby-street ... .............
12 Building allotment John Adams . .........

>> 13 House and garden . .. ... George Tate .... .................
14 Building allotment Jeremiah Hayter ..
15 33

House and garden
A A Woodwaid ...

16 —- Rilter .. ....
3) 17 Spring-street ... .... ....
33 18 Building allotment ...... A J Riley
)> ••• 19 33 Stephen Downs. . ..

20 Arthur street . ...
21 Paik street . .

j, 22 Building allotments ...... Thos Lovell .. ... Thos Lovell.
23 Pasture land ... Grass and trees . Mrs. Thro«by . ... _ .

» ... 24 33 • Grass, bush, and G O Gilchrist . • • G. O. Gilchrist.

Yarrunga 25
Government Road

Patnck Throsby G P Gilbert . G. P. Gilbert
26 .................

33 •• 27 Pasture land Grass and swamp J M Byrnes ... J. T. Hayter J T. Hayter.
)9 28 Pasture and arable land Grass................... Wm. Goodfeiiow Wm Goodfeiiow

29 G-overnment Road..... ...
30 Pasture land ...... Grass and bush John Lackey .... •
31 Bush land ............. Scrubbed ....... — Pearson . ..

33 32 „ 33
S Murphy (?)33 33 tt . . • .

33 34 33 Bush, scrub, and T Lawler... — Smith.

35 33
Government Road ..

James Bunter Jas Bunter.
36 .
37 Bush land Bush and swamp John Moore John Moore.
38 Th Lawler .. — Smith . J. T. Hayter.
39 Government Road ... •

33 • •• 40
41

Bush land
Government Road

. ... John T Hayter 33
42 Bush land ... John T Hayter.
43 Government Road
44 Pasture land . Grass and swamp Thos. Seery . T. Seery.

33 46 Arable land ... Crop ...
„ 47 Grass ..

48 Yaid ... . .
49 Pasture land Grass
50 Arable land
51 Government Road
52 Arable land Grass ........... J. T. Hayter . . J. T Hayter.

33 • • 53 33 ............. Crop ... . 33 . , 31
54 Pasture land ... Grass J}
55 Government Road ...
56 Pasture land . Grass and scrub J T Hayter ...................
57 Grass and bush Edward Shipley

33 58 Arable land Crop . J T Hayter . ... ... . J T. Hayter.
59 Bush land . . ...... Jas. Baxter...... ... . Jas Baxter.
60 Pasture land Grass and bush

33 •• 61 33 Grass, swamp, anc
scrub

33 •• 62 Mrs Turnbull Mrs Turnbull
63 Bush land . . ................ A A. Lonincliff A. A. Donmcliff.
64 Government Road
65 Pasture land ... Bush and grass D Brosnahan D. Brosnahan.
66 Grass and bush Wm. Vance .„ Wm. Vance.
66c Orchard . .
67 Government Road .

3)
Yanawa .

68 Water Reserve, No 85 Bush
69 Pasture land ... Grass .. Joseph Grice Joseph Grice.

33 70 3, ... Gra«s and swamp
71 Government Road...

ft 72 Pasture land . Glass John Moore .. John Moore.
33 73 Bush and pasture land Grass and bush J Synnot .. Jas Graham Jas Graham.

74 Road . .
75 Pasture land . Grass..................... Jas. Graham

33 76 >3 - >3 .........
33 ••• 77 33 ••• •• 33
33 • • 78 33 ” ................ 33 »
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Name of Pansh No
on

Plan Description of Pioperty. State of Cultivation.
Name of

Own ci s Lessees Occupicis

Yarrawa.......... 79 J H. Irnne
ft ...... 80 Pasture land............... Grass
3) ....... 81 Henry Chiltock.

82
it ••• • 83 Pasture land ................... Grass . . T. Howell . Wm. W amsley . Wm. Wamsley.
j» ••• 84 Bush laud ,,, ....... Grass and bush ... Wm. Davis ... . L Eagan .. L Eagan.
tt ...• 85 Bush and pasture land.. ... ............ Wm. Hanrahan.. —- Keeves .... — Keeves.
it *••• 86 Arable laud ............ Crop ..................
it ••• 87 Pasture land . .... Grass . . . ” 55
» .... 88 Arable land..................... Crop ......................
it ♦••••• 89
it ....... 90 Pasture laud . ...... Grass .
it ...... 91 G-oyernment Road .. .. ”

92 Pasture land ................. R. Johnston ... J. Curtis J Cmtis.
93

t» • • 94
Arable land ....................

3) 3) }>
it ••• • 95 Crop . ... — Clark. . — Clark.

96 Grass .. ...
97 >} • ” .........

tt ... 98 Government Road ........ ft
99 H. Dunster — Graham.

grass.
it *...... 100 >* ... .... Grass .................. Moffat A Hayter
a ... • 101 Private Koad..................
» . ... 102 Pasture land................. W.n Hanrahan.
J> .... 103 Government Road,

Robertson Township.
a ....... 104 Congewoi-street... . • •• • ■
tt ... 105 Town lots, section 3 .
it ... 106 Wallangunda-street ....
» ....... 107 Town lots, section 4 ..
tt ...... 108 Caalong-Mreet............... "
» ....... 109 Reserve No. 63, Section 5 >3 ..............

18th July, 1883. JOHN WIIITTON,
lingim cr.

PARLIAMENTARY
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

RAILWAY FROM MOSS VALE TO ROBERTSON.

REPORT.

The Sectional Committee appointed to “ inspect, take evidence, and report upon the 
proposed line of railway from Moss Yale to Robertson,” beg to report as follows :—

The Committee left Sydney on the afternoon of Eriday, the 7 th instant, and 
opened the inquiry in the Moss Vale Court-house on Saturday morning, taking 
evidence for three hours. They then proceeded by coach through Burrawang to 
Robertson, where they took evidence that evening in the School of Arts. The 
inquiry was resumed on the Monday following, and continued from 9 o’clock in the 
morning until 1 o’clock p.m. The Committee then drove from Robertson, through 
Kangaloon, to Bowral, and took evidence at the Town Hall there for two hours in 
the evening. Altogether thirty-two witnesses were examined.

The road for the first portion of the line, from Moss Yale towards Burrawang, 
is thus described by Mr. J. B. Thompson:—“ The country, for a distance of about 
6 miles from Moss Yale, is of variable quality, most of it being open forest, well 
grazed, but light sandy soil, with patches of good agricultural land on the rises, and 
some black flats. Thence to within about 1 mile of Burrawang, a distance of about 
2^ miles, the country gradually improves, until at the point mentioned it becomes 
gradually volcanic, a chocolate, rich soil of great depth and extraordinary fertility.”

This description the inspection of the route by the Committee substantially 
confirmed. The purpose of the railway is to reach and serve the area of volcanic 
soil, which is about 50,000 acres in extent. This area is roughly divided into two 
portions by the Wingecarribee Swamp. The proposed line runs on the southern side 
of that swamp, and fails therefore to give any accommodation to what is called 
West Kangaloon and Kangaloon proper.

Eor the first 10 miles west of Moss Yale Tittle or no traffic can be anticipated. 
The prospects of traffic arise from the development of the productiveness of the 
volcanic area. At the present time that land is mostly devoted to dairying, and ‘as 
a dairying district its existing traffic would not pay the working expenses of a railway. 
The Sectional Committee failed to obtain any evidence that destroyed the accuracy 
of Mr. Harper’s calculations as taken from the railway books, but there are some 
small items of revenue which those books do not disclose.

The district is very largely limited to dairying because the cost of road 
carriage makes it precarious to send anything but dairy produce to Sydney. The 
cost of road carriage to Moss Vale and Bowral respectively is twice or three times as 
much as the cost of carriage from either of those stations to Sydney, and it is to 
reduce the cost of this road carriage that the railway is asked for. Road metal 
abounds in the district, and the cost of making a mile of road is stated by the Road 
Superintendent to be £800, the annual cost of maintenance being about £10 a mile. 
With the exception of about 20 miles the roads are now made, and they stand the 
wear of the traffic even in bad weather. The carriage of potatoes, even on such good 
roads, ranges from 10s. to £1 5s. a ton, according to the distance—the higher rate 
being almost a prohibitory one. Indeed, so great is the ditference between road 
and train rates that the settlers in this district could well afford to pay on the 
proposed branch line an advance of 50 per cent, on the trunk line rates, and yet 
be immensely advantaged. Several witnesses stated that the inhabitants would be 
willing to submit to these charges rather than not have the railway. This is a case 
in which the principle of differential rates could be applied equitably, and with the 
consent of those who would pay them, and as the line is non-competitive the system 
would probably work successfully. The

34 (a)—
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The country is singularly well adapted for the production of potatoes, ana 
the Committee were informed that as much as 5,000 acres of land are available 
for the cultivation of this product. Evidence was also given to show that the 
land and the climate are equally suitable for the growth of market-garden produce, 
and that an area of about 5,000 acres was suitable for this industry. Already one 
enterprising settler is sending cabbages to the Sydney market at a profit, and there 
is every reason to believe that if better and cheaper means of transit were provided 
a considerable quantity of the land would be used for the cultivation of vegetables, 
and that the district would become a mountain market garden for Sydney. It was 
also shown that a large part of the district is admirably adapted for growing such 
fruits as would bear carriage to Sydney, but that at present the cost of the road 
transit offers little inducement for orchard cultivation.

Coal underlies the sandstone formation, and in one place a thin seam of 
kerosene shale has been discovered. No land has been taken up for mining 
purposes, nor are there any indications that a large coal traffic would pass over the 
line. Chrome of good quality, which, it was stated, could be obtained in abundance 
in the district, was shown to the Sectional Committee. The proposed line will go 
within a few miles of the Eitzroy Waterfalls, and will be available to some extent 
to settlers in the Kangaroo Yalley, two-thirds of whose produce at present goes to 
Moss Yale.

It will he seen from these statements that the prospect of the line becoming 
remunerative depends entirely upon certain expected developments taking place. 
These developments are all highly probable, but there is no certainty about them, 
while the line, from the great quantity of cutting and embankment, will cost about 
£6,000 a mile, a large sum to tap a district of the area indicated.

The Sectional Committee, however, are disposed to take a very liberal view 
of the future. The district is so charming, the soil so rich, the land so well divided, 
and has been so industriously cleared ; the climate is so beautiful, the rainfall so 
good, and the whole locality so likely to attract fresh enterprise and population, that 
the Committee, whilst unable to recommend immediately the large expenditure pro
posed, consider that subject to the differential rate heretofore suggested, it would be 
reasonable to do something towards relieving the inhabitants of the disabilities 
under which they now labour.

The first 10 miles of the proposed line runs through comparatively easy 
country, and would be the cheapest part of the work, the great difficulties and 
cost of construction being concentrated on the remaining 7 miles. The Committee 
therefore suggest that for the present only that part of the project submitted to 
their inquiry be carried out which would cover the making of a line to a point at or 
near Wild’s Meadows,—the point selected to be the most suitable for catching the 
traffic to and from Eitzroy Falls and from Kangaroo Yalley. This would not 
entail an expenditure of more than £50,000, a sum which might be fairly adventured 
in view of the resources of the district. A branch line to the point indicated would 
shorten the road carriage to all those who can make use of the railway by at least 
10 miles, but as before pointed out the settlers at West Kangaloon and Kangaloon 
proper will receive no benefit from this railway. In order therefore to do some 
justice to them as well as to increase the traffic on the line, the Sectional Committee 
suggests that before any decision is arrived at by the Standing Committee a survey 
should be made of a line from Bowral to the Sheepwash, and thence to the nearest 
point on Bell’s fine. If a line by this route can be carried out economically the 
West Kangaloon people will reach the railway at the Sheepwash, the East 
Kangaloon people will get to it at Bohertson, and the whole district will be more or 
less accommodated.

ANDREW GARBAN,
12th February, 1890. Chairman.

2
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLC WORKS.

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE.

[T-A-KElSr BEIFOEE THE SECTIOUjSlL COnyCMITTEE.]

RAILWAY FROM MOSS VALE TO ROBERTSON.

- SATURDAY, 8 FEBRUARY, 1890.
[27/e Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Moss Vale.']

resent:—
The Honorable ANDEEW GAEBAH (Ohaiemast).

Jacob Gaeeaep, Esq. | AVilliam Speingthoepe Dowel, Esq.

The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Railway from Moss Vale to Robertson.

■ Mr. Edmund Milne, railway station-master, sworn, and examined :—
1. Chairman.] What position do you occupy in the township? I am the railway station-master at Moss Mr E Milne

*
2. How long have you been station-master here? Ten months. 8 Feb., 1890,
3. Then you have not had an opportunity to mabe up a complete return of the traffic for the past twelve 
months ? I have not. I was not aware that I should be called upon to do that.
4. Have you any subordinates who have been longer in the office than yourself ? Yes.
5. Are they acquainted with the figures ? Yes ; I could obtain a rough estimate for you.
6. _We want to know the quantity and the nature of the traffic from the direction in which the proposed 
railway would go ? That traffic comprises agricultural produce of all kinds, such as butter, bacon, and 
eggs. We get cabbages from the Robertson district and various other kinds of produce.
7. Is most of it consigned to Sydney ? Yes ; that is our principal market.
8. Do the cabbages go to Sydney ? Yes.
9. Is the traffic uniform in quantity, or is it heavier in some seasons than in others ? It is continuous all 
the year round; but it depends a great deal on the seasons. Last month was a heavy month, owing to 
the excellent season wre have had. I might also state, as far as the traffic to Moss Vale is concerned, 
that it comes principally from the Robertson district.
10. Robertson is the chief point from which you receive it ? Not the township of Robertson,' but the
country to Robertson. *
11. Does traffic come in from Wild’s Meadows ? Yes.
12. And from Kangaroo Valley ? Yes, we get a fair traffic from there.
13. Do you know whether the traffic from Kangaroo Valley is equal to or larger than that from Robert- 1 
son? A railway from here to Robertson -would carry more traffic between here and Robertson than 
comes from the Kangaroo Valley.
14. Do you know the route of the proposed lino ? No.
15. Suppose this railway were made, where do you think the Kangaroo Valley traffic would strike the
line ? It should strike it somewhere between Burrawang and Robertson. .
16. Eight or nine miles from Moss Vale ? Yes. .
17. How far would it be from Kangaroo Valley to that station ? I could not say.
IS. Do you think that the Kangaroo Valley people, after travelling the larger part of the journey by 
road, would avail themselves of the railway ? I do. The advantage would be sufficiently great to induce 
them to do so. The roads along here are very heavy in wet weather, and I do not think the farmers 
would travel further on them than they were obliged to. They would catch the railway as soon as they 
could. ” ^
19. Has there been a large traffic in milk to Sydney since you have been here ? From and around Moss 
Vale the new traffic is showing a decided increase, but I do not think that that would affect the Robertson 
traffic.
20. There used to be a large milk traffic at one time ? Not while I have been here.
21. Does much milk come from Burrawang ? No.
22. The dairy produce is principally butter ? Yes, and bacon.
23. Have you any knowledge of the cost of carriage by road in this district ? I have not, I think that in ^ 
most cases the teams are employed in connection with the butter factories by private contract.
24. Can you state the annual tonnage that comes in from the district that will be served by the railway ?
No, I could not. I believe I should. b@ within bounds in saying that 80 per cent, of our outward traffic 
comes from that district. "

34 (a)—A 25.
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Milne. 25. What you send to Sydney from Moss Yale comes from the district that would be served by this
' railway ? Yes. If we include the Yurunga traffic it will be more than SO per cent.

, 1890. 26. What is the second class rate for the carriage of produce to Sydney ? I think it it £1 9s. (id. per ton.
27. Most of the traffic from this district is of that class ? Yes; I can get you the exact rate.

PAELIAMEX'TJlRT S1’AAtDIA-G COinriTTEE OX PUBLIC -WOBKS.

. 1890.

Mr. Henry William Taylor, auctioneer, sworn, and examined :—
Hr. 28. Chairman.] What are you ? I am an auctioneer.
Taylor. 29. As an auctioneer are you well acquainted with the value of the produce of this district ? Fairly well. 
1 ■ ' 30. Has that value been increasing or decreasing during the last few years ? Increasing.

31. In quantity or in price ? In quantity, and prices are more reasonable now than they were on account 
of the good seasons.
32. The farmers have more produce to sell, but they did not get such a high price for it as- they do in dry 
seasons ? Exactly.
33. But they make up in quantity what they lose in the price ? Yes. •
31. In the district through which the proposed line will go are cultivation and the use of the ground 
extending ? The line starts from here and goes right through Yurunga, which is a dairying and farming 
district. Potatoes are grown between there and Wild’s Meadows and the produce all along the route is 
increasing.
35. The line keeps to the south of the main road all the way ? Yes.
36. How far from Moss Yale is it before you get into the rich land ? The land is good from the start at
Moss Vale for 3 or 4 miles ; then there is a barren strip till you get into Yurunga. The distance to Wild’s 
Meadows is ten miles and four of that is good land at the start. _
37. When you say good country do you mean that chocolate-coloured soil ? There is some of the best land 
in the world going through Mr. Gilchrist’s and Mr. Throsby’s properties for a distance of between 5 and 
0 miles.
38. Mr. Thompson, the land valuer, in his report says:—“The country, for a distance of about 6 miles 
from Moss Vale, is of variable quality most of it being open forest with grass with light sandy soil and 
patches of good agricultural land on the rises and some black tracks. Then to within about 1 mile 
of Burrawang, a distance of about 2| miles, the country gradually improves until, at the point mentioned, 
it becomes entirety volcanic, with a chocolate rich soil of great depth and extraordinary fertility.”—Do 
you agree wdth that ? Yes.
39. It is not what you call scrub land ? No.
40. Not until you get about 7 miles out of Moss Yale? 10 miles ; you would get very little scrub land 
before you get to Wild’s Meadow's. You touch it at Burrawang.
41. Is that 10 miles from here ? Yes.
42. That is 10 miles out of 14? Yes. _ _
43. And the best land lies beyond the 10 miles ; and we should have to extend the line 10 miles before
w'e could tap this rich chocolate scrub land ? Yes. _
44. And how much is there ? I could not tell you. There would be a place on the route where tourists 
will leave the train for the waterfall, which will be a great source of attraction.
45. The line as laid out does not go close to the falls ? No ; it goes to the left. _ _
46. It goes to richer country ? Yes ; but Wild’s Meadows is not above a mile and a half from the falls— 
there will be a great passenger traffic to the falls.
47. You know where the lino is laid out ? Yes.
48. Which is the nearest point of the falls ? Brcsnhan’s place.
would take the line for the first part of the journey, then travel the remainder by road ? Yes, they would
49. According to the map it is 3 or 4 miles to the falls—if it were 3 miles or more do you think tourists 
make use of the line.
50. You think that a station ought to be put at Wild’s Meadows which would suit the Kangaroo Yalley 
people ? Yes.
51. That would accommodate the Wild’s Meadows people also ? Yes ; and the visitors to the waterfalls.
52. And it would be the station at which the Kangaroo Yalley traffic would reach the line ? Yes.
53. How far from Kangaroo Yalley ? To the top of the mountain and about 4 or 5 miles from Wild’s 
Meadows. From the mountain down to the Meadows is 2 or 3 miles. It will be between 7 and 8 miles 
from Wild’s Meadows to the Kangaroo Biver, and the river is 2 miles down the other side of Barrengarry.
54. Taking the Kangaroo people as a whole they would have a journey of about 10 miles to the IV ild’s 
Meadows station ? Yes.
55. And that station would suit them ? Yes.
56. And you think that it would catch that traffic ? I am certain of it.
57. How long have you been residing in the district ? Fifty years.
58. And you saw the rise of the milk traffic ? Yes. .
59. How long is it since it ceased ? It has not ceased at all; a large number of factories have been 
started, and the milk is being made into butter.
60. I mean the sending of the milk to Sydney ? The milk trade with Sydney is falling off through the 
establishment of the factories and partly through the town Companies getting their milk from the 
Illawarra district, one of the principal reasons being the heavy cost of cartage.
61. What does it cost per mile to cart the milk ? Something like 10s. a ton.
62. And about 30s. from Moss Yale to Sydney ? Yes. _
63. It takes one third of the cost to get it to the Station ? Yes that has been the great stumbling block.
04. What is the proportion in weight of butter from a ton of milk ? One third is butter.
65. Then this transformation of the business from milk to butter should reduce the cost to Sydney by 
two thirds ? I do uot think so, if facilities were afforded for transit the trade would increase enormously.
66. But if you send your produce as butter instead of as milk it will only cost you the same rate per ton? 
There would be a falling off in the cost to the producer.
67. And are the farms being as fully worked as they were when the milk was going to Sydney ? They 
are not.
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G8. Why not? Because the factories do not take the whole of the milk, a lot of it goes to waste.. w^t' 1 ■
G9. Then they only take certain quantities? There are certain agreements between the factories and •__A 01'
the milk producers, the factories will not take anything like all the milk that the farmers can produce.
70. Are they co-operative factories? They are, and there is a loss to the producer.
71. Is the land which is held by private owners mostly cleared ? Portions of it are cleared and a larger 
proportion of it would be cleared if the settlers had better means of transit.
72. Do you mean one fourth more? Tes, nearly.
73. What area belonging to the G-overnment is there remaining to be sold and cleared ? I think that 
the best of the Government land is of medium quality, there are thousands of acres within reach of the 
proposed railway, there are large timber reserves.
74. What is the area ? I could not tell; it is very large.
75. If that land was sold as special areas what upset price would it reach ? Land in Robertson has been 
fetching form £14 to £26 an acre.
76. That is cleared land ? Tes improved.
77. I am speaking of the reserves ? You can put down the lowest price as an average of £4 an acre.
78. The bulk of the unsold Crown lands would fetch that ? Tes. •
79. Mr. Garrard.] How many butter factories are there in the district ? Pour.
80. Where are they ? There is one at Wild’s Meadows a co-operative factory, and another co-operative 
factory at Barrengarry.
81. Does the produce of the Barrengarry factory come to Moss Vale ? Tes, there are one or two 
factories in Robertson.
82. Do you think that if this line were constructed there would be a very large increase in the pro- 
ductivenes of the district ? I do.
83. To the extent of one fourth, one half, or what ? I think one fourth would be a reasonable estimate.
84. The Commissioners have stated that it will take £6,500 a year to pay the annual interest on the out
lay and the working expenses of the line, and that the present traffic will produce a revenue of only 
£1,843, that does not look like paying, does it ? There is this to be taken into consideration that that 
estimate must include only the dairy produce. The farmers can grow thousands of tons of potatoes.
85. But if they went into farming would not that reduce the revenue from the dairy produce ? No ; 
there is plenty of land for both.
86. If the line were made, and there is an increase of one-fourth in the dairying line, what do you 
estimate would be the quantity of the agricultural products ? It must be enormous. At present there 
is very little agriculture ; it would probably double itself.
87. Do all these people bring their produce into Moss Vale now ? I do not know ; I fancy that some go
to Bowral. ' ’
88. And would if this line were made ? Certainly not.
89. By going to Bowral would they not have 6 miles less of main line haulage ? Tes, they would 
have that.
90. What portion of the community who now go to Bowral would the line serve? The people at 
Kangaloon.
91. Would the line serve them ? It would serve the whole of East Kangaloon.
92. Is that a small area ? It is an area that can be improved. .
S3. Has not the use of the milk for making butter decreased tbe earnings of the railway here ? I do not 
think so ; I think that you will find that the earnings of the railway have been on the increase.
94. Tou told us that one-third was butter as against two-thirds milk, is not that a striking off of two- 
thirds of the traffic ? I said that the quantity produced would be one-third.
95. If the district has gone into that line of business is there not so much less to carry ? Tou are right 
there ; but the farmers would go back to the milk business if they had the means of transit.
96. Do you think that is likely, when milk is supplied from a district nearer to the metropolis ? Not to 
compete with the Wingecarribee district, which is second only to the Illawarra district for milk.
97. Do you think that fruit could be grown here ? Tes.
98. Is any fruit grown here ? Tes, all over the district, Mr. Lackey and several others are starting 
orchards.
99. That produce would be for only one part of the year ? Tes, there are minerals, a vast amount of coal 
all through the barren ground.
100. Is it likely that that coal can be profitably worked when there are coal-measures near to the 
metropolis ? They are buying coal now to take into Burrawang from Mittagong.
101. What is the coal being taken to Burrawang for ? Eor the butter factories—they have to make steam.
102. Are they taking coal from Mittagong to Burrawang? Tes, it shows that there is a demand for coal 
even now, and there would be a greater demand if there were better means of transit.
103. I have mentioned that the interest on the outlay for the construction of the line, and the working 
expenses will amount to £6,500 a year, whilst the Commissioners estimate that the revenue will be only 
£1,843, do you think that the country, under those circumstances, would be justified in making this 
railway ? I do.
104. At that enormous loss to the general taxpayer ? I do not believe there will be any loss ; I believe
the line will pay 4 per cent. ,
105. How long do you think it would be before the railway would earn £6,500 a year ? About three
years.
106. Then that district would have to go ahead ? It will go ahead.
107. Mr. Dowel.] Tou are a very old resident of the district? Tes.
108. Do you know the route of the line ? I do.
109. What localities within a radius of 10 miles will be served by the construction of the railway ? There 
is Meryla, the whole of Turunga, the Waterfall district, Barrengarry, Wild’s Meadows, Burrawang, the 
Bung Bung River, district, the Robertson district, East Kangaloon, the head of the swamp, all along the 
top of the mountains as you go down towards Jamberoo.
110. Does any of the Kangaroo Valley traffic go to Broughton Creek ? Tes, and to Nowra.
111. If this railway were constructed do you think that that produce would be brought to the line ? I 
am certain of it; we have had deputations time after time to the Minister on the subject, and the farmers

have
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H W^Taylor ^.ave Fudged themselves to bring the traffic to the railway. "W'e sent in a petition hearing over 1,500 
' signatures four or five years ago.

8Feb., 1890; 112. Is_there likely to be any timber trade developed if the line is constructed? There are enormous 
quantities of timber which will be available if the G-overnment will cancel the reserves.
113. Tou think that if the reserves were cancelled this line would develop a timber trade ? Tes, a large 
trade.
114. What kinds of timber are there in the district ? Beech, yellow jacket, black butt, and various other 
woods. There is also stringy bark and grey gum.
115. Have you seen this timber ? Tes.
116. Is it of good quality ? Tes. There is in this district some of the finest timber in the world.
117. Tou have stated that the district could grow fruit; does it grow vegetables well ? Tes, wonderfully 
well. A farm at Burrawang sends a couple of tons of vegetables a week to Sydney.

• 118. Tou said something about potatoes being very prolific ? Tes : this district is equal to Warnambool
for potatoes.
119. Can you say what quantity the land will produce? 25 tons per acre.
120. That is a great crop ? It is a fact that the crop is produced in the Bohertson district.
121. Tou have spoken about the coal-measures in the district; have you tested the quality of the thickness 
of the seams ? No ; various applications have been made by people wanting to take up the land for coal
mining; there are enormous quantities of coal and kerosene shale.
122. Where is there any shale about here proved ? Joadja lies a few miles from Berrima ; it is a con
tinuation of the same country right through to the coast; all those measures run out to the coast.
123. But because the coal does that it does not follow that the shale does? It has been proved atPitzroy 
where shale has been got.
124. What is the thickness ? The shale is 2 or 3 feet thick and the coal 14 feet thick. Tou can get coal
cropping out of the mountains. ’ -
125. The shale has been found in one place ? Only in one place.
126. Would this district produce fruit at different seasons from those in which fruit is produced at 
Camden ? The only difference is that this district is later than the Camden district.
127. How much later? Brom six weeks to two months. Peaches were ripe at Camden a month ago,but 
they are not ripe here yet.
128. This.district could supply the market then a month later ? Tes.
129. But it is not a better district than the Camden district ? Camden is rather warm, the climate in 
this district is more moist.

Frederick Bohertson Wilshire, Esq., Police Magistrate, sworn, and examined :—
Chairman.'] What position do you occupy ? I hold the office of Police Magistrate in this district 

Wilshire,Esq. an(j various other offices.
8 Feb^lSSO -^-ow ^0I1S have you resided here ? About eighteen years.

e ’ ‘ 132. Do you know the district through which this railway will run ? Tes, I have a very good knowledge
of it though I have not traversed the line.
133. Do you concur in the evidence which has already been given to the effect that when the line gets 
9 or 10 miles out of Moss Tale it comes to very rich soil ? I should say about 11 or 12 miles out, the 
rich district commences in the neighbourhood of Burrawang, it is a district of extraordinary richness.
13.4. It is the cream of the district ? That part of the country is the cream of the Colony ; I do not 
think that anything could be better.
135. Do you know how much there is of it ? It is overlaid by trap rock. I don’t know the area.
136. It is the disintegration of the Trap Bock ? Tes, I think it is the most recent trap formation to be 
found in the colony. The volcanic ashes are quite visible in places in cuttings, &c., on the road.
137. Can you trace the dyke itself ? Tes.
138. Does it run north or south ? No ; in all directions it is one mass of upheavals forming knolls and hills.
139. Have you any idea of the extent of this rich land which would be reached by the railway ? I have
not looked it up, it is a narrow strip. *
140. What would be. about the length and the breadth of the district which the railway would serve ? It 
would touch the Wingecarribee swamp on the northern side and the whole of the Macquarie Pass

. district up to the coast range.
141. And I suppose the eastern portion of Kangaloon ? Tes.
142. How far west from Bohertson do you think the East Kangaloon people would go ? 3 or 4 miles.
143. Tou have no idea of the number of the population in-the district to be served ? I have not.
144. Tou could not tell us the area ? I could not.
145. Tou would not pretend to form a judgment as to the tonnage of the traffic that would come in from 
that district ? No.
146. Is there a very industrious population settled there ? Tes, very industrious indeed.
147. All well-to-do settlers ? All have made money ; some have made small fortunes, some are absolutely 
rich.
148. And they succeeded in getting rich even without a railway ? Tes.
149. Have the roads in the district been improved ? The main road from Moss Yale to Bohertson has 
improved, considerable sums have been spent on it.
150. Do you go to Bohertson to hold a Court ? I do.
151. Tou are frequently on the road? Tes.
152. Is the road in fair condition ? It is a very good road.
153. Is there plenty of blue metal in the district? It is all blue metal after you pass Burrawang.
154. There is no want of road-making material ? No ; there is any quantity of it.
155. Erom what you have seen, do you think that fruit-growing here is payable ? I do not think that 
attention has been devoted to it ; I do not think that much has been made out of it. The country is 
capable of growing English fruits to any extent.
156. Dairying pays best at present ? Tes ; but it is only recently that dairying has beien so profitable.
157. If it is profitable now would it be still more so if a railway were made ? I am sur e it would be.

158.
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158. If dairying is more profitable than an orchard, without a railway, it would he so with a railway would
it not ? I should not think so ; I think that dairying will give way to orcharding. 1 3 lre’ s<h
159. Tou are acquainted with the trade in milk which was established by the Fresh Food and Ice Com
pany ? Tes. 8 Feb., 1890.

160. They have transferred their trade to the Illawarra district ? I have heard something about it.
161. Do you think that the milk trade with Sydney would revive in competition with the Illawarra 
district if the line were made ? The line would foster the trade very largely ; I did not know that it was 
extinct; I do not think it is ; the railway would be a great help to it.
162. The scrub district was originally taken up by farmers from the Illawarra district ? The Fobertson 
district is one of the best; it is one of the coolest districts that I ever was in.
163. Is not the winter rather cold there ? It is rather better for that. '
164. Does the grass grow ? In that part of the country the cold does not make much difference. The 
English grasses which are grown there stand the cold better than the native grasses ; there are other 
parts of the district somewhat similar. In the dry time, particularly during the drought of 1888, it was 
surprising to see the difference between the grass at Fobertson and the grass in other places. There the 
grass was green while everywhere else it was burnt up.
165. Mr. Garrard.-] Do your duties take you to Bowral ? I am often at Bowral, but not on duty. . _
166. To what do you attribute the extraordinary growth of Bowral as compared with Moss Tale ;—is it 
because it is the best centre to which to send produce for the market P I do not think so ; I think senti
ment has to do with it. People take a fancy to a place and you cannot account for it.
167. There are many country residences there belonging to Sydney people P Tes. ‘
168. Is it not that it is more convenient to send produce there? No ; I think Moss Yale is more central.
169. From your knowledge of the district, you think that Moss Yale is the best place from which the line 
to Fobertson should start ? I could not say that exactly ; I would rather leave that an open question.
170. Where do you think would be the best place ? Without knowing the exact route I could not answer
that question. _
171. The primary object of the railway is to give Fobertson access to a market ;•—would it not be better
for the line to commence from Bowral, so as to save the 6 miles of haulage on the main line between 
Bowral and Moss Yale ? It would seem so, but I think that the Fobertson people will be the best judges 
of that. _ ‘
172. If the line were made from Bowral to Fobertson, would it pass through a smaller area of rich land
than it would if it went from Moss Yale to Fobertson ? I think it would; I fancy that a line from here 
would be more accessible to the general public. _
173. That it would serve a better country with a larger population ? It would be more convenient for the 
Kangaroo Yalley traffic.
174. Then the Kangaroo Yalley people would reach the line at some point like Wild’s Meadows? Tes.
175. Has there been a very large development of the products in the district during your residence there ?
Tes, there has been an extraordinary development during the seventeen or eighteen years that I have 
been here. ,
176. Do you think that there would be a larger increase still if the railway were made? Undoubtedly
there would be. _
177. Do you know what will be the interest on the expenditure and the working expenses of the line ? 
I do not.
178. The annual interest on the outlay will be £2,950 and the working expenses will amount to £3,627,
making a total of £6,577, and, after very careful consideration of the possible traffic from the district, the 
Commissioners estimate that the total revenue from the line will be £1,843 a year;—would there not be a 
large loss ? Tes. _ _
179. Do you think that that traffic would be likely to be exceeded ? I have not given the matter a single
thought. _ _
180. Do you think that there would be such a large increase in the traffic in the immediate future .as
would soon overtake this large expenditure ? I think there would be ; the district is a most productive 
one; I know from what I have heard that there is a very large traffic, and this line will take the whole of 
the traffic from the Fobertson district. . . _
181. Tou have good roads and all the beautiful scenery, and the Fitzroy Falls are within 15 or .16 miles 
of this centre ;—should not that be sufficient ? No ; it is different from having a railway running right 
out to this point.
182. The railway would not run to Fitzroy Falls ? But there is just as fine scenery at Fobertson,
Belmore, and Kangaroo Yalley. .
183. Tou anticipate that if the railway is made there will be a very large increase in the products grown
and in the passenger traffic ? Tes. .
184. As that is problematical, and seeing that a large annual loss is involved, do you think the country 
would be justified in incurring this expenditure ? If the loss is likely to be kept up for any number of 
years I should say that it would not, but I consider that the loss would soon be recovered.
185. How many years do you think it would be ? If the district progresses at the same rate as that at 
which it has progressed since I have known it, it would not take long. The whole of the population has 
been settled within the last eighteen years; Bowral has grown up in seven years, Moss Yale in ten years. 
I should say that the loss would not extend over more than four or six years at the outside.

Mr. Edmund Milne, Failway Station-master, sworn, and further examined :— .
186. Chairman.-] Can you give the figures of the actual traffic ? I cannot. Mr. E. Milne.
187. Have you checked the railway rate which you gave us this morning? Tes ; it is 80s. per ton from
here to Darling Harbour. 30s. is the first-class rate. For small lots under 1 ton we charge at the rate 8 Feb., 1890. 
of 37s. a ton.
188. If a farmer sends less he pays a higher rate ? Tes, if he sends less than 16 cwt. .
189. Are there not persons who accumulate the traffic and send it in bulk ? No, with the exception of 
butter factories.
190. Tour customers are the farmers themselves ? Tes.

191.
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Mr. E. Milne. 191. there many farmers who send less than a ton? Tes ; with the exception of the blitter from the 
SFeb^'lSOO ^ac^or'es ^le produce is carried in lots of less than a ton, and is charged for at the rate of 37s. a ton. 

e •> • 192. If they were to combine together could they send their produce at a cheaper rate ? Tes.
193. Mr. Dowel.'] Did you say that you furnished the particulars on which the Eailway Commissioners 
based their estimate of the traffic ? No ; it was done long before I came hero. I suppose that the 
estimate of £1,843 a year would he based upon the actual mileage carried on the route of the proposed 
new line. At 80s. a ton it should largely exceed the Commissioners’ estimate.
194. There is a great difference between your figures and those of the Commissioners ;—your estimate is 
1,315 tons 1 cwt. ? Tes.
195. How do you account for the discrepancy? Where they get 1 ton at Bowral we get 15 tons. 
Bowral only serves the two Kangaloons. I know this from the names of the people who send goods 
away.
196. Mr. Qarrard.] Have you seen the railway returns, or are you only supposing that because certain 
districts would be served such and such will be the case ? It is nothing to me; I know that teams come 
here from Kangaroo Valley, Burrawang, and Bohertson every week.
197. Mr. Dowel.] What would be the value of this 1,350 tons to this branch line ? The branch line 
would be 15 miles in length, and it would have to be estimated at the 15 miles rate.
198. Can you not tell us what it would be? I cannot. The whole of that tonnage would not be carried 
15 miles. It would come on to the line at various points—some at Bohertson, some at Wild’s Meadows, 
some at Burrawang, and so on.

6 PBKLTAME-NTAKT STANDING COMMITTEE OH PUBLIC WOEES.

Mr. John Hadden, carrier, sworn, and examined:— 
t ^airmdn^] How long have you been in this district ? About eighteen years.

. a en. 200. Have you been a farmer in the district ? No ; I have been a butcher and a carrier on the road. 
8FeljA'l890 ^0Vl ^ave keen a carrier for the settlers ? I have.

■’ • 202. Do you know whether any carrying is done now ? Tes ; large teams are employed—six and eight
horse teams.
203. What is the carriage from the Bohertson district to Moss Vale ? That depmnds upon the produce. 
A person who has large quantities will arrange with the carrier to take it at so much per ton. The 
ordinary rate would be about £1 a ton.
204. What does the carriage of timber cost per ton ? There is none carried.
205. What is the cost of the carriage of butter ? That is much higher. In my time we used to carry it 
at Is. 6d. a cask, the weight of the casks being from 80 to 112 lb. The tonnage is now 15s. by contract 
from Turunga.
206. How much from Bohertson ? From 18s. to £1.
207. Has the cost of carriage diminished since the roads were improved ? Tes ; I commenced with a 
two-horse dray, and afterwards had a six-horse waggon. They are now driving eight-horse teams, but 
they have much larger waggons. _ My waggon was estimated to carry tons, but I should think the 
waggons of the present carriers will carry 4 tons.
208. Then they try the road more severely ? Tes.
209. So as the roadmaker makes the road good they cut it up more ? They put more weight on it.
210. Are the roads pretty good here now r Tes ; very good on the whole.
211. And as the roads have improved between here and Bohertson, has the carriage improved ? Tes
212. And is it cheaper ? I should think a little dearer ; the traffic is not so plentiful; they have to pick 
it up as they go along the road. In my time there were several places at which we picked up the traffic, 
and we had a separate rate for each place of picking up ; there were no factories when I was carrying.
213. We have been told that the charge is 30s. a ton from Moss Vale to Sydney, and that it costs one-
third of that amount to get the produce into Moss Vale ? Quite so. '
214. Would that charge be reduced if there was a railway ? I should think so.
215. Then the farmers would have to take their produce to the nearest station ? Tes.
216. Then the road carriage would be 3 or 4 miles ? Some would be 5 miles; the Pheasants’ Ground 
people would have to carry their produce from 5 to 10 miles.
217. Do you think it would reduce their rates by one half ? I think it would.
218. If the railway were made the charge would not be more than 4s. or 5s. per ton would it ? Not more.
219. It is now 40s. a ton to get their goods to Sydney, but if a railway were made the charge would be 
reduced to 35s. a ton ? I should think so.
220. Tou know the rate very well ? Tes.
221. Do you agree with the statement that the line will have to go 8 or 10 miles from Moss Vale 
before it gets to the chocolate country ? Somewhere about that. Tou travel on good land, however, 
before you got there.
222. How many farmers would put their produce on the railway ? I could not tell.
223. How many did you collect from when you were carrying ? From about 40.
224. I suppose that number is about quadrupled now ? Quite. 1
225. Would there be 160 ? I should think there would be over 200 ; they had not the opportunities at 
that time that they have got since of sending their stuff to market.
226. How many tons a year will each farmer send a year off his land ? That is more than I can say.
227. Tou could not say how much produce per acre is sent to the station? No, they do not crop
regularly; as a rule they do not grow produce ; they are more for dairying; it suits them better.
228. Would dairying suit them better if they had better facilities for reaching the market? No doubt 
they would continue dairying.
229. Does nothing pay them better ? I do not think so.
230. Would growing potatoes pay them better ? I do not know whether it would or not; I do not think
they would give up dairying for that. •
231. Would fruit-growing pay them better? No one has given attention to fruit-growing ; they have 
bought trees, but they have not carefully cultivated orchards.
232. Would market-gardening pay them ? There are some who make it pay.
233. Have they any knowledge of that business at Bowral ? They have larger scope and better land
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234. Looking at the cultivable land between here and Sydney, do you think that people so far away as 
Itobertson will be able to hold their own in competition with others f With the advantage of the seasons
they may he able to do it. All through last season they were sending away cabbages when other people ^ ^ggo, 
could not raise them at all. ....
235. Tou think that market-gardening pays well? Tes, it pays one firm and they are sticking to it.
236. Taking the district as a whole, you think that if additional .accommodation were provided for the 
carriage of produce dairying would still he the industry of the district ? I feel sure of it.
237. And wre have to look to dairy produce for the traffic of the railway ? Tes.
238. Tou know something of the traffic to the falls ? I do.
239. How many in a year go there ? I could not say—thousands. _ ’ ...
240. And if the railway were made would the nearest station be at Wild s Meadows . ihat would be 
the nearest point for tourists.
241. How far is that from the falls ? From 3 to 5 miles. _ _ ■ o n/r 4. n ' i
242. And if a railway were made there, there would he vehicles at Wild’s Meadows station . Most likely
there would be.
243. And the railway would get all that traffic ? Yes.
244. And it would he a large traffic ? I am satisfied that it would be.
245. Tou have heard something of the rival lines ;—it is suggested that there should be one from Bowral,
taking West Kangaloon, crossing at the Sheep Wash, or near there, crossing the ridge on the southern 
side, and passing through Wild’s Meadows to Robertson ? Tes. „ -m- i -a ^
246. Would that, on the whole, accommodate the large number of people? We have never considered 
that it would. We have always considered that the line marked out by Mr. Bell would be the weight
carrying line, as it would serve the Turrunga people.
247. Would the Bowral line serve the West Kangaloon people ? It is not likely to do so. ^
248. Do you agree with the statement that the East Kangaloon people would be within 3 miles ot
Robertson? Tes. . . . , . . .
249. And whom else would it serve? There are a good many scattered round the district m the vicinity
of the Macquarie Pass. , , „ .
250. Then the concentrated traffic would be on the eastern and western sides and the end ot the
swamp ? Tes.
251. And the district falling into the Kangaroo Yalley ? Tes.
252. That contains the really rich land ? Yes. ' ...
253. Can there he much traffic between here and Burrawang ? Not for a distance ot some o or 6 miles.
254. This district is a favourite resort in summer, is it not ? Tes.
255. And for 6 miles from here we may expect gentlemen’s residences to increase . Yes.. .
256. That would increase the main traffic, but it would not particularly affect the branch lines Ko.
257. The branch line would be for the produce and the tourists ? Tes.
258. 3Ti\ Dowel.^ Have you explored the country much within a radius of 10 miles of the proposed 
railway ? I have travelled over the whole district from time to time.
259. Do vou know pretty well every part of the district that would be served by the railway . Tes.
260. Tou do not anticipate that country more than 10 miles from the line, would bo served by the 
railway ? Only one particular point—the Pheasant Ground people and part of the Kangaroo Valley.
261. Is the whole of the country pretty fairly settled on ? Tes.
262. What is the size of the holdings? I should think they would average from 150 to 200 acres.
There are some larger, some farmers having commenced with 320 acres, and when people have shifted out 
of the district others have bought their land. : . .
263. Are there signs of their holdings being permanent? There is every sign ot it.
264. They are not likely to sell out to the pastoralists ? No.
265. Have they laid down their land in English grasses ? I think all the land has been sown with
English grasses. _ , • , .
266. Do you know any large timber reserves in the district? Tes; there are some very large belts ot
timber.
267. Do you think there would be a traffic in timber on the railway ? That is a thing which 1 could nou 
speak positively upon. There are some exporters of timber who have get large forests. _
268. Have you been over those parts of the country where the shale and coal are found ? It is considered 
that the whole of the country holds kerosene and coal.
269. Have you seen any of it ? No ; but I have heard of it frequently.

Valentine John Stuart Blomfield, Esq., A.M. Inst, C.E, Road Superintendent, sworn, and examined:— .
270. Chairman.'] What position do you hold ? I am road superintendent here. V. J. S.
271. - Is the road from here to Kangaroo Valley in your district, and also from here to Robertson and Blomfield, 
Bowral, and the cross-roads ? Tes. I have prepared a statement of the different roads, and I will put it wS-?ri -p
in as my evidence. The road votes in the vicinity of Robertson were as follovis: Moss Vale to ^_^_^
Kiama Municipality, 16 miles, £800 ; Moss Vale, via Eitzroy Palis, to Kangaroo Valley, 23 miles, g j890. 
£1,150; Eitzrov Palls, via Belmore Palls, to Rossgall Road, 8 miles, £400; Kiama Road to Wild’s ’’ '
Meadows, 3 miles, £150; Burrawang to Robertson Road, 2 miles, £100; Robertson to Hiiderhill (Rosgall
Road), under trustees, 5 miles, £50; Jamberoo Road to Fountain Dale Public School, under trustees, 6 
miles, £90 ; Robertson to Macquarie Pass, 3 miles, £120 ; Kangaloon Road to Macquarie Pass, 12 miles,
£480; Alcorn’s Store to Macquarie Pass Road, 1 mile, £50; Bowral to Robertson, 17 miles, £85 ; Total,
£3,475. All these votes, with the exception of the two under Trustees, have been reduced this year by 22
per cent. .
272. Do you mean that the amount is £3,475_with the reduction i before the reduction; all these votes 
have been reduced this year.
273. You take the whole of the road to Kiama ? No. But as far as the Kiama Municipality, 5 miles on
the other side of Robertson. . _ . '
274. Tou take all the descent? Only as far as the head of the Kangaroo River, about 5 miles on the
western side of the Jamberoo Mountain. ^

. 275.
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rT' 275. The principal sum is spent on the road to the Kangaroo Valley? There was a large sum spent on
^ e > the road to Kiama, hut owing to a large part of the road coming withirl the municipality, it is not now so 

A.M.IiC.E. mueh, only the actual mileage outside the municipality being given.
^ 276. How many miles of this line from here to Kangaroo Valley would be available for the Robertson 

8 Feb., 1890. and the Wild’s Meadows people altogether ? The Wild’s Meadows people do not use that road to come 
to Moss Vale, they use the road through Burrawang.
277. The district which the railway is to serve, is served also by your road from Moss Vale to Kiama ? 
Yes. The ordinary traffic goes on that road now.
278. What is the condition of that road now ? It is in very good order, nearly all of[it is metalled. There 
are only two or three gaps that are not metalled.
279. Do carriers cut up the road much ? No, except on the unmetalled parts. •
280. Have you a good supply of metal ? Very good; the hills are full of metal.
281. What does it cost to make a mile of road in the first instance ? About £800.
282. And what is the cost for annual maintenance, keeping the road in good condition ? I think about 
£10 a mile.
283. In wet weather is the road pretty fair? It is very good in wet weather.
284. It sustains the traffic ? Yes.
285. How much tonnage do the people bring in in one waggon ? I have not particularly noticed that, but
1 daresay that they take from 3 to 5 tons.
286. Having got your roads into good order, all that you have to do now is to maintain them ? Of course
we are continuing to make the unmetalled portions. • >
287. _ Have you a cross-road made for the use of the Kangaroo Valley people to strike the Wild’s Meadows 
station ? They would be able to come up the Barrengarry Mountain, and then up the road to Wild’s 
Meadows, which is only just formed, and is traversable in dry weather.
288. How much a mile will you have to spend on that road ? There are 6 or 8 miles of it not metalled, and 
that will cost about £800 a mile.
289. How many miles .is it from the top of the mountain to Wild’s Meadows station ? About 7 miles.
290. How many miles is it from the top of the mountain to Kangaroo Valley ? 4 miles down the mountain
2 from there into the village.
291. And what is the distance by the ordinary road from Kangaroo Valley to Moss Vale ? 23 miles. ■
292. It is 17 miles to Wild’s Meadows, as against 23 into Moss Vale ? Yes ; it is very probable that mos 
of the Kangaroo Valley traffic will go to Broughton Creek.
293. Have they not to go up a very steep mountain that way ? Yes, hut ultimately that very narrow 
neck of land will have to be pierced.
294. Can you tell what length of tunnel it would,require ? I cannot, but it could not be more than 1 mile.
295. A mile of tunnel and a road through it ? No, not a road—a tramway into the Kangaroo Valley.
296. What is the distance from Broughton Creek? It is 6 miles from Broughton Creek to tbe valley.
297. Then there is no chance of the traffic coming to Moss Vale? Not the slightest.
298. It was stated in evidence in Sydney that Bohertson was the practical limit of any line in this direction, 
do you believe that ? No; if the country were explored I think it would be possible not only to have a 
line from Bohertson through Bottle Forest to the Illawarra Line, near Waterfall, but also a very useful 
line from Bohertson to Jervis Bay.
299. By what route ? By way of Nowra.
300. Have you ever yourself travelled on the top of the ridge from Bohertson to Waterfall ? I have not
been along the whole of it, but I have been on the top of the Jamberoo Mountain; I have been in the 
Macquarie Pass, and as far as one can see from looking up it appears to be feasible. I think a prima facie 
case can be made out of it, but speaking as an engineer, I should not like to commit myself without making 
a further examination of the country. 8
301. You do not know whether the mountain is pierced by deep gorges ? I do not think it is at all likely.
302. It may be undulating ? If there are undulations the line might be carried round the sides. ‘
303. How far have you been from Bohertson on the edge of that cliff ? I have only touched it in particular 
places. I have been at the top of the Macquarie Pass, and at the top of the Bulli Pass, but I have never 
been past Mount Keira.
304. On the road from Robertson to Nowra what descent would you have to make? About 1,800 feet 
by following the main range until you come to the top of the jamberoo Mountain, and from’ there to 
Nowra there is a descent of about 1,800 feet. There is a dividing-range between the watershed of the 
Broger’s Creek and the Kangaroo Valley on the one side and the watershed of the Broughton Creek on 
the other side, which I think is worth exploring. Of course I could not state whether or not the thino- 
were possible without a survey, but from the appearance of the country I should think it would be quite

. possible to take a line from the top of Jamberoo Mountain through Nowra and joining the proposed
Illawarra Line on to Jervis Bay. The whole of that country shows signs of coal, and a large area of it 
has already been taken up in mineral selections. Near the top of the Jamberoo Mountain signs of coal 
are showing in the cuttings going down from the top of the mountain towards Kiama. There is another 

' P°int in reference to this line, it would be a most beautiful line, there would be a great tourist traffic through
it, and it would bring the whole of the country to the west of Moss Vale 40 miles nearer the coast.
395. So far as the coal is concerned, could not that be got better by adits into the hill from the lower 
line ? I daresay it could. ,
306. If we had to deal with it from this side we should have to sink shafts and then carry the coal to 
Sydney ? There is some of the coal showing near the top of Jamberoo Mountain, and it is generally believed 
that the whole of that range which divides the watersheds of the coast and the Kangaroo Biver is full of 
coal.

' 307. But the fact that we have the rich land here is a sign of the disturbance that has taken place since
the coal was deposited ? Yes. ,
308. And the extent to which the coal has been tossed about by that upthrow is undetermined? Yes;
the whole strata seem to have been thrown about in great confusion. ’
309. Close to the area of the disturbance the coal seems to have been to much disturbed to be workable ?
I have not sufficient knowledge of the working of coal-seams to express an opinion upon that point.
310. You have uot geologically examined the area of this disturbance ? I have not. *

8 BAELIAMESTABT STANDING- COMMITTEE OK PUBLIC WORKS.
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311. Can you trace the line of trap-dykes in the district? Yes; the whole of this district from the top 
of Camhewarra Mountain by the Nowra Road to Bowral is full of basalt thrown up.
312. It is full of dykes ? Yes. .
313. It has been a very much disturbed district ? Yes. ' . .. r—---- ■,
314. Wherever you have the dykes you have the basalt on the top and this rich soil? Yes. Especially 8 Feb., 1890.
about Robertson, Kangaloon, Burrawang, and Camhewarra Mountain, the soil about Robertson is some ' • u
of the richest that I ever saw. , _
315. You cannot say anything as to the commercial value of the coal? No, I have passed over the
ranges, but that country is not properly in my district. I have never thoroughly explored the line, but I 
should like to do so. ■ .
316. But your notion'of the profitableness of the line would depend on the coal traffic and the tourist
traffic ? Yes ; and it would bring the whole of the country to the west of Moss Yale 40 miles nearer to 
the coast. • . . ’
317. 'But, allowing for the edge of the cliff, would only draw the traffic from one side ? Yes. I do not
think that, with the exception of the fruit traffic, there would be much locally; but the line would take 
a large amount of traffic from the back country. ’ . ’
318. Mr. Qarrard.'] What does blue metal cost per cubic yard ? We use the 21 inch gauge, and it costs
7s. a cubic yard. ’ _
319. Where do you reside ? At Moss Yale. _ .
320. Do you think that the line proposed would accommodate the largest possible number of people, and
reach the largest area of land ? Yes, it goes right through the most populous part of the district between 
here and Robertson where there are the greatest number of small holdings. _ _
321. Do you not think that a line joining the main southern line at Bowral and going by the Wingecarribee 
swamp would serve the people well ? I dare say it would suit the Robertson people as well as this ; but, 
looking at its probable future extension, I should say that this was the better line.
322. Extension to where? Its extension to Bottle Eorest or to Nowra. It would tap- the whole of the
country from Moss Yale through Groulburn to Hay. .
323. Looking at it regardless of its possible extension to Bottle Eorest or Nowra, which do you consider
the better place for the line to start from—Moss Vale or Bowral ? I do not know the actual difference 
between the two surveys. _ ....
324. There is not much difference except that it would save 6 miles journey on the main line if the
railway went to Bowral ? Moss Vale is the most central portion of the whole district, but I daresay 
that the line to Bowral would suit the people of Robertson just as well. _ ^ _
325. To what do you attribute the phenomenal growth of Bowral as compared with Moss ~Sl ale ? Simply
to the visitors. •
326. Not to its being the centre of the district ? No ; Moss Vale is the centre.
327. Have you any particular interest in Moss Vale ? None whatever. _
328. Would a line from Bowral to Robertson, via East Kangaloon, leave out Wild s Meadows? Yes ; it
W'ould leave out Wild’s Meadows and Burrawang entirely. '
329. How long have you been in the district ? Two years. 1
330. You have not seen very much progress in that time, have you? No; but I remember travelling 
through the district twenty-two years ago ; it appears very different now from what it did then.
331. There has been a great advance ? Yes, a great advance in population and in every way.
332. Have you considered the probable paying capabilities of the Imfe ? I have not. . _ .
333. Looking at it as a colonist do you think that the State would be justified in making this line if it was
shown that there-would be a loss of £4,734 a year on it? No, unless there would be a probable 
extension. , , . . _
334. How would the extension make it profitable ? . By taking the Bottle Eorest line you do away with 
the very heavy gradients that have to be traversed between here and Campbelltown. I have no doubt 
that the line could be constructed with very easy gradients from Robertson to the Illawarra line.
335. That would merely be taking the traffic from the main line and putting it on to another—what
benefit would that be to the State ? The present main line would then become only a local line, but the 
cost of sending goods into the interior would be less. - . .
336. You do not anticipate any local trade between Robertson and Bottle Eorest—your idea is to avoid the 
heavy gradients ? Yes.
337. It is very rough country, I believe ? Yes.
338. Is there much timber there ? - Yes, a large amount of hardwood.
339. It is not volanic soil only sandstone formation ? Yes. The land would be suitable for orchards.
340. I understand you to say that you do not think the country would be justified in incurring an annual 
loss of £4,734 by making this line ? I should be very sorry to have to assist in paying the difference.
341. Mr. Dowel.] Have you been over the staked line ? I have not. _
342. Have you explored the country in the vicinity of the line ? I know the country pretty well within a 
radius of 10 miles of it.
343. Is it good country ? Not the whole of the 10 miles ; the whole of the land on the top of the table
land is exceedingly good, the land below the mountain is very good, that for instance, in the Kangaroo 
Valley; but, as 1 said before, I believe the traffic will ultimately go to the Illawarra line, it goes to Broughton 
Creek’at present. Undoubtedly most of it will come to the railway at Wild’s Meadows, because there is a .. 
good road from Kangaroo Valley. "
344. What proportion of the Kangaroo Valley traffic would be accommodated by the line to Robertson ?
I suppose not one-fifth. . ■
345. Would the construction-of this lino relieve the Roads Department of any expenditure on the roads
of the district ? I do not think so at all. ■
346. Would it rather increase it ? There would be a large tourist traffic, and when once a road is made 
the annual expenditure in keeping it in order is not very great. We have nearly finished making the 
road from here to Robertson, and whether the railway is made or not the gaps will have to be filled up.
347. How many miles of roads are there not made in the district that will be served by the railway ? I
suppose between here and Robertson 3 or 4 miles ; on the road to Wild’s Meadows, about 6 miles ; on the 
rSad past the Belmore Ealls it is now proposed to make another 4 miles, ifihese roads will always be used • 
whether the railway is made or not, ‘ ’
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J- ®’ 348. The construction of the railway would not relieve you of any expenditure on the roads ? Of none
B1^field> whatever.
A.M.I.C.E. 349- Do you anticipate that you would have to make many more roads to the stations P I do not think 
/~_a—^ so ; I think the present roads would do. There might be a road wanted at "Wild’s Meadows. •

8 Feb., 1890. 350. Can you inform the Committee why your roads estimate has been so much reduced this year ? I 
have not the faintest idea.
351. Do you not require the money ? I do, very badly.
352. How many years have you had in your hands this annual expenditure of £3,475—how long was it 
going on before you came into ofS.ce r My predecessor was here twelve years, but the annual expenditure on 
the roads throughout the Colony has annually increased, so that what it was twelve years ago, I cannot 
say.
353. Could you say what has been expended on roads altogether in the district ? I could not.
354. Can you say what is the area of the timber reserves ? I do not know, they are of large extent.
355. Have you explored those timber reserves ? No.
356. What is the character of the timber ? It is very good ; there is stringy bark, black butt, and other 
timbers suitable for bridge-building.
357. Do you think that if the railway were made, and that State forests were thrown open, a revenue 
would be derived from the carriage of timber ? I should think so.
358. What distance would that be from the railway ? The timber reserves are principally on the northern 
side of the railway from the head of the Mittagong and Nepean Eivers.
359. Can you say how many miles ? The reserve extends from near Robertson to almost where the 
tunnel for the Sydney water supply commences.
360. Would that reserve be accessible from the railway ? Tes, the distance is about 4 miles.
361. Are there any reserves on the southern side of the railway ? I do not know of any on that side.
362. Chairman.] Although you cannot tell us the exact votes for the district, can you give any opinion as 
to the amount of money that has been spent on the roads to put them in their present condition P I 
could make a small calculation. I should think the expenditure on the roads cannot have been less than 
from £50,000 to £80,000—that is on the whole of the roads in my district.

John Alexander Badgery, Esq., sworn, and examined:—
J. A. 363. Chairman.] Were you born in this district ? Tes.

Badgery, Esq. 364. Do you occupy an official position now ? No.
365. What statement would you like to make to the Committee ? Only a general statement as to the 

8 Feb., 1890. resources of the district and its productiveness. I do not reside in Robertson, but I frequently go there
to do business with the inhabitants. I am acquainted with the people of that district, and with the 
products of the district. If the railway were constructed to Robertson the products of the district could 
be very largely increased. I think the inhabitants would go into fruit-growing more largely than they do 
at present. They would grow fruit for the markets. In their climate they can grow fruit which will 
not grow in other places. s
366. Has that district any advantage over Bowral for fruit-growing ? Tes ; two advantages. The land 
is much richer at Robertson than the land at Bowral, and at Robertson they have a greater rainfall.
367. Has the rainfall been tested, or is the statement merely a guess? I make that statement from my 
own observations, and I think everyone residing in the district will know that on the coast range they 
get a great deal more rain than we get here. They get a constant drizzle on the coast range.
368. Does not the drizzle reach up to Bowral ? No ; nor does it reach Moss Vale so heavy as it is on 
the range.
369. Of course every additional mile that a fruit-grower is from Sydney is a handicap ? Tes; but no 
one near Sydney can compete with Robertson district, because they have not the climate. In the 
Robertson district they can grow cherries, raspberries, and gooseberries, which cannot be grown near 
Sydney.
370. Do you think that at Colo Vale they could not grow apples ? Apples are grown about Parramatta, 
but they are not equal to those from the Robertson district. They can grow good apples at Colo Vale. 
They cannot grow such fruit as we can grow at Robertson.
371. Is there not a good deal of risk in sending fruit long distances ? Not if it is properly picked.
372. Do you think that fruit-growing will pay better than dairying ? I think the settlers will combine 
the two. They will have to pay more attention to different kinds of cultivation.
373. Can you give us any ideas as to the profits from fruit-growing ? I cannot.
374. "What has kept the people from growing fruit ? It is a new district, and when the inhabitants get 
a little ground cleared they go in for cows, because they get an immediate return from them. If they 
put in fruit-trees it will take time to obtain a return, and a poor man cannot wait so long.
375. We understand that many of the old settlers are now in a comfortable position—could they not 
afford to wait ? Tes, and they are gradually going into fruit cultivation. They are extending their 
orchards, but I do not know of anyone who has gone into the business on a large scale.
376. Have those who are beginning to make orchards got fruit to send to market ? I do not know 
anyone who has a large quantity.
377. There can be no business test then ? No.
378. So that it is a speculation at present ? Tes.
379. We have had evidence that the present cost of 10s. a ton for carting produce to Moss Vale would be 
reduced by one-half if a railway were made, thus reducing the charge to Sydney from 40s. to 35s. Do 
you think that that would be sufficient to induce people to go into the business of fruit-growing ? A 
reduction of the cost of carriage would be some inducement.
380. Suppose this charge of 10s. for the carriage to Moss Vale were reduced to 5s., would that make a 
difference in the profits of the fruit-growers ? No, I do hot think that that would make much difference; 
indeed I think it would be no inducement.
381. Can you say whether the existing charge of 10s. is a deterrent to fruit-growing ? I cannot say 
that such a reduction in the cost of carriage would be an absolute inducement to grow fruit.

382.
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382. Do you think the cleared land is carrying its full quantity of stock now ? I think that 
has not been used to its utmost capacity.
383. Have most of the freehold settlers got their land pretty well cleared ? There is a great
done yet. .
384. Do you think that one Ijpurth of the land requires to be cleared? Yes, more.
385. And you think that a railway would stimulate the settlers to greater exertions in that direction ?
I think it would.
386. Do you know anything of those reserves to the south of the line ? I do not.
387. If this remains a dairy district will the sale of calves be increased ? I think so.
388. Are they obliged to destroy their calves now? Yes; some send them to Sydney, but most of the 
calves are destroyed.
389. What number annually ? That I do not know ;—hundreds are destroyed.

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—EAILWAY PBOM MOSS YALE TO EOBEETSON. 11

the land J.A.
Badgery, Eiq.

deal to be '8 Feb., 1890.

J. S. Ponder, Esq., Bank Manager, sworn, and examined:—
390. Chairman.] What position do you occupy in Moss Yale ? Manager of the English, Scottish, and J. 
Australian Chartered Bank.
391. How many years have you been here ? About ten years.
392. During your time has the district increased in wealth? It has.
393. Are the settlers in the district which this railway is to accommodate fairly prosperous ? They are.
394. Is your deposit account increasing ? Yes. ‘
395. Have you many bad debts ? We have never had one since I have been here.
396. In spite of the bad seasons and bad roads the settlers have been steadily going ahead ? They have.
397. They are mostly out of debt ? Yes, and many of them have farms of their own.
398. Are the farms paid for? Yes, and they have some money to the good.
399. Are there many younger selectors who have not yet cleared themselves ? There may be one or two 
who have perhaps not got such very good land as most of them. They are doing well. They pay 5s. to 
the Q-overnment, and then pay the interest on the balance.
400. It is better to pay 5 per cent, to the Government than to mortgage ? Yes.
401. Is there any large class of selectors who have not yet struggled out of their early difficulties ? No.
402. Most of them have been some years on their land ? Yes.
403. And secured their position ? Quite so.
404. And the only increase in the class of settlers could arise from the throwing open of any reserve 
land ? Yes.
405. The available land is all taken up ? Yes, the greater portion of it. A lot of land has been taken up 
recently at the top of the Merylan Mountain.
406. That I suppose is second-class land ? It is very good land, but perhaps not as rich as the 
Burrawang soil.
407. Is it a further distance from the market ? Yes ; but the settlers there would be benefited by the 
railway.
408. The profits of occupation are such that the settlers are tempted to go greater distances and on to 
inferior land ? Yes.
409. Earming is not a ruinous occupation in this district ? No.
410. You do not know of any settlers who have thrown up their selections and gone away ? No.
411. The young men growing up, do they find land in the district to settle on, or have they to go further 
afield ? Some select further back, and some have gone up to the Richmond River.
412. On the whole you have to report very favourably ? Yes.
413. Mr. Dowell] Have you explored the district well which the railway is to serve? Yes.
414. Is it good country? Yery rich, the land is very rich chocolate soil, some of the richest being at 
Burrawang.
415. Do you know anything of the coal and shale seams that have been referred to ? No ; I have heard 
of coal cropping out of the Eitzroy Waterfalls, but I have not seen it myself.

Charles. Lindsay Nicholson, Esq., J.P., sworn, and examined :—
416. Chairman.] Are you a magistrate of the district ? Yes.
417. Are you a farmer ? I combine grazing with farming.
418. Do you know the locality well through which the railway is to go ? I do not live near the-proposed 
line ; I live at Sutton Eorest.
419. You have been in the district a great many years ? Yes. 8 Feb., 1890.
420. Have you traversed the route many times between Moss Yale and Robertson ? Yes.
421. Do you agree with what has been said as to the great richness of the soil ? I think the soil is good 
from the very start to the finish, except an odd patch that the line would go through.
422. Can you tell me of any farm in the district that is utilized as it should be ? No ; there is not a 
farm that I consider to be farmed in a proper manner.
423. You do not think that the settlers have done justice to their land? Not many. Mr. Throsby, who 
has an estate near the line, is farming in a more modern style.
424. What has he done ? He is growing maize and hay, and going largely into ensilage ; and others also.
425. The principal improvement is to tackle the ground with the plough ? Yes.
426. You have not tried irrigation ? Messrs. Badgery tried it with success, I believe.
427. You have not tried it on your land ? No.
428. What have you grown principally on your land ? In the earlier years we used to grow thousands 
of bushels of wheat and oats.
429. Why did you give that up ? In consequence of rust and the high price of labour.

■ 430. What do you put in the land ? Chiefly grasses for grazing.
431. Is this a good district for fattening stock ? Yes, very good.
432. Is that the most productive use to which it can be put ? No ; I think dairying is superseding it fast.

438.

C. 1. 
Nicholson

Eeq.
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433. Even on second-class land ? Tes.
434. Do you think that dairying would be best on the land held by your family and the Badgerys ? Tes,

______ ^ .1 am dairying almost solely, and Messrs. Badgery are, largely.
8 Feb., 1890. 435. But your land is not so rich as the brush land ? Not in some virtues, but in other respects it is as 

good. I don’t think we could produce so much, but our land will hold better in bad seasons.
436. Can you grow as rich a crop of Italian rye-grass ? Tes ; but the land is more difficult to work.
437. Does your land produce well in cold weather ? So long as it is reasonably stocked; we have to 
make preparation for the winter.
438. Can you keep cattle in as good milk by stall-feeding as by out-door feeding? "We do not stall-feed.
439. By using preserved food you can keep your cows in as good heart in the winter as you can in the 
summer ? Tes. The three,worst months in the year for dairying are December, January, and February.
440. How much milk is being sent from Moss Yale at present? I suppose about 1,400 gallons a day.
441. Who are the buyers ? Several companies. The Ice and Cool Storage Company receive large 
quantities, and the Fresh Food .and Ice Company are doing business again in the district; also other 
companies.
442. I thought they had given up ? That was rather a blunder.
443. Do not the Fresh Food and Ice Company get their produce from Kiama? Tes, a large quantity, 
I believe. The distance is less from Sydney, but the heat is greater. I do not think that they can cool 
their milk so well in the Kiama district as we can here.
444. Tou think there is a disposition on the part of some companies to return to this district ? lam sure 
there is.
445. Are they sending away as much milk from this district as they were when the Fresh Food and Ice 
Company were buying here ? Tes ; many who were struck oif went to other businesses, not having any 
consumer to take the place of the Fresh Food and Ico Co. Butter factories were then established, since 
which other milk companies have started.
446. Tou think that the second-class land is good dairying land ? Tes ; very fine. I consider my farm 
not the best land in the district, but if I farmed it better I should make more money. It pays now 
fairly well.
447. Taking the line from Moss Yale, do you think that the first 10 miles of the land could be increased 
in productiveness by making good dairy farms of it ? Yes ; it is good agricultural land too.
448. Could they not, for a distance of 6 miles, send their milk to Moss Yale? Within 4 miles.
449. From what distance between Bowral and Moss Yale have they been sending in milk ? I should 
think that about 7 miles is the maximum distance.
450. Then none comes from Robertson ? I think they sent some in two years ago. In winter time they 
can carry milk 12 miles, with a good road.
451. Wild’s Meadows is nearly 12 miles ? Tes.
452. If the proposed line from Kiama to Shoalhaven was carried out, will not that bring a large milk-
producing district on to the Kiama line ? I do not think it would be such a good district as ours would 
be with the line to Robertson. "
453. Do you think there is a demand in Sydney for all the milk that the farmers down below and the
farmers here can produce ? I think so. .
454. Suppose the competition so severe that prices had to be reduced, and that you had to reduce your 
price;—what would be the effect then ? I should be glad to supply milk at 5d. a gallon now.
455. Would it pay? Tes. 1
456. Do you think that milk pays the best ? I think so, and I employ labour. Many of the producers 
employ their own families, and prefer to make butter.
457. Do you think it damages butter to carry it long distances to the station? No ; they carry 100 kegs
in a van. ,
458. Tou do not think that the butter deteriorates ? I do not think so, except when there is extremely 
hot weather. I think there will be a very large demand for butter in the south country immediately.
459. Taking the year all round, you think that the milk producers should be within G miles of a railway- 
station ? Tes. 6 miles is rather too far ; they ought not to he more than 4 miles from a station.
460. Would you like to make any statement about fruit-growing ? I do not think they have gone into
fruit-growing as they ought to have done. I am confident that fruit-growing can be combined with 
dairying to a very large extent. In the course of time fruit-growing will'almost supersede other 
occupations. A number of farmers at Turunga are making large orchards. 'There is1, one near the 
Fitzroy Waterfall. Alderman Hart has a nice estate there, and the man from whom he Fought it made a 
considerable amount from fruit. , . - . . . .

- 461. Do you know anyone who is making his living out of fruit now? No, not anyone who is making a
1 1 ' living; but a man at Sutton Forest who is paying 15s. an acre'for land makes more than half his rent out

of fruit. . - -r • ( . i , , i . ' • > • • , * , t .
462. Do you think that the profits of fruit-growing would be such as to induce farmers to put down 
larger areas in orchards ? Tes; but they are lazy.. There is too much labour in connection with it.
463. The people have been very industrious in clearing their land ? iYes ; I think'the people of Robert
son, Burrawang, &c., ought to have had their land for nothing. • ■
464. Tou think the country capable of greater development if people would develop it ? Tes; if we
could only get the labour. .

12 PAELIAMENTAEX STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEKS.

iC. L. 
Niebolson, 

Esq.

Mr. Sam King Miller, journalist, sworn, and examined:— ,
Mr. 465. Chairman.'} How long have you been in the district? .Eleven years. -

S. K. Miller. 460. Do you wish to make a statement to the Committee ? I may say with reference to this line that I 
WaS a^out t^ie 4° propose such a line for the part of the country I was then living in, in the interests 

e •’ • of the farmers. I spent seven years at Burrawang, and we held several meetings on the subject. . I drew
up a petition based on data which I had obtained. ■ » •
467. Mr.Qarrard.} AVhat petition are you referring to now ? To the first petition which was ever presented 
in reference to the railway. The petition was presented to Parliament, a Committee was appointed to

inquire
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inquire into tlie matter, and after inquiry, the Committee said that we had clearly made out our case, g 
This was during the time that Mr. Lyne was Minister for Works, I believe. (............... _ '
468. Chairman.] I will read you an extract from the official yirecis of matters connected with the proposed g Feb.', 1890.
railway:—• ...

A deputation from Robertson, introduced by Mr. M'Court, waited on the Minister for tbe purpose of impugning the 
accuracy of Mr. Crawfurd’s return of the traffic, and obtaining further inquiry.,--They were prepared they said to prove that 
officer’s figures altogether inaccurate and absurd. The Minister thought it proper to give tbe persons interested an opportunity 
of proving their case, and directed that an officer should be sent to the district to collect evidence and verify the statements of 
the'objectors. Mr. Superintendent Harper was appointed for the purpose to confer with the' Committee of residents, and 
after a visit to the district submit a report. Mr. Harper mentioned in emphatic terms the fertility of-the ^district, the beauty 
of the scenery, and the healthiness of the climate.. He stated that after seeing the district he could understand the extravagant 
estimate formed by the residents of the traffic likely to be developed, and ^doubtless it was capable,of .great improvement, but 
the duty confided to him was that of enabling.the Committee to prove the present traffic, and with this view he arranged for 
the examination by them and himself of all invoices, way-bills, &e., at Bowral and Moss Yale Stations. The examination, 
which was an exhaustive one, entirely upset the extravagant theories of the residents, and the Committee frankly admitted 
that the figures were unchallengeable. There could be no doubt however that Mr. Crawfurd’s estimate,' both of the goods and 
passenger traffic, was considerably under estimated. As a result of elaborate calculations he estimated the present value of 
goods traffic to be £G00 14s. 3d., which he thought in estimating for a railway might fairly be doubled with a population of
6,000 or 7,000 persons, and with the attractions presented to visitors by the scenery and climate, it was not unreasonable to 
expect that at least 5,000 persons per annum would use the line. ' • . ’ . .. '
The' local Committee are there said to have admitted that the original figures were extravagant, those 
were your figures were they not ? That petition was mine. t , , ■
469. (Were the figures of the second Committee in excess of or below yours ? I never prepared the state
ment.' Our data were based on the capabilities of the district. "We know that some most important 
industries were suspended entirely for the want of a railway. We know.that people left off growing 
wheat and potatoes. • .
470. ”-Mr. Garrard.] One witness says it was because of the rust ? Tes, they have had rust in other parts 
of the country, but here we have had to pay more for the carriage of wheat than it was worth,
471. Were you a grower of. wheat ? No. ' ,
472. If a grower of wheat had said that he left off growing wheat because of rust, that is not correct ?
He was wise to do so. , ,
473. Chairman.] Tour estimate of the revenue from, the traffic was £13,539. The Commissioners’
present estimate is £1,843, do you adhere to your original estimate ? I think it will be ten times heavier 
now. .
474. £130,000 ? Tes, I think it can be made 500 times greater if the railway were constructed..
4751 Tou think it would turn in half a million of money ? I do. ■ I saw a representative; of a firm here a 
short time ago whose expenditure formerly was only £1,000 ; now they have spent '£22,000. Look at 
the factories that have been, established ? Land at the time I refer to was only worth £3 an acre, now 
you cannot get an acre under £25. - , *
476. Mr. Garrard.] Tou say that your estimate was.not based merely on the then productiveness of the 
district, but on.its possible productiveness ? Tes, from actual data I obtained from 300 farmers.
477. The anticipated productiveness of the district has been reached now ? Our anticipations have been 
surpassed by a long way.
478. Tou estimate then that there would be a return from the raibyay of £13,539 a year ? Tes.
479. But you go further and say-that the amount will be very much increased ? Tes.
480. The Bail way Commissioners, after a searching, investigation, have. come to the conclusion that the 
revenue would be £1,843 a year instead of "LIS'OOO a year—who is right and who is wrong ? Tou are 
merely taking the fees payable for the traffic ; that £13,000 is the total value of the products.
481. This is what you say “ Tour petitioners believe that,the total receipts from the railway or tramway 
would equal the costs of the working and ’ construction of the line and be considerably in excess of the
figure's here quoted, viz.”------Then you give a total of . £13,539, not the: value’ofJthe products, but the
revenue from the traffic ; how do you reconcile that ? There, would be 15,000 tons of ^ potatoes at 4s. a 
ton,;£3,000 revenue; but the’pbtatoes were not grown, for want of a’railway. ' ' '
482. Was that the estimated revenue or the value of the products ? . That was the estimated carriage, if 
a railway had been constructed through the district.J •'
483. Tou say that the revenue would be £13,00.0. a year, but the Commissioners, after making exhaustive • ’ ■
inquiries, estimate that it will be only £L,800. aiyear ?'• I cannot help that. '• • i 1 1 ’

‘4841 Then the Commissioners are wrong, all theipeoplewho gave evidence are wrong, and your are right ? ~
I have conversed with far more men than the Commissioners did, and I have had data furnished by the ■’ 
farmers themselves. ■; ■ 1 ..
485. Are you aware that the officers who were sent up here and all the witnesses had the invoices, 
way-bills and books of the two stations to go through ? Tes; but that had nothing to ’do'with‘our 
data. . ■ ’

.486. j Are not the actual invoices and way-bills far .better than mere statements? This is not a mere 
statement, it is a fact that Burrawang used to send away immense quantities of produce that are1 not sent 
■from.there now owing to the want of a railway. 1 ‘ ‘ •
487. Tou told us that your estimate of £13,000 was not from the then productiveness of the district, but
upon its possible productions ? Tes. • ' ■'
488. iDid I understand you to say just now in answer to the Chairman that that possible productiveness
had now been reached ? In one way, and in one way it has not. Let me deal with the figures. . 1 •
;489.i I want you to answer my question? I cannot answer it, that is all.1 " '' fl 1 ' ■
490. I ask whether you did not say yes in answer to that question from the Chairman? ‘ I believe that it 
•is‘surpassed five times over. ’ i , » • •» .■• i- - * *•••••• 1 > ' ■'
;491. Tou believe that at -the present time your figures, based upon the probable productiveness of the
country, have been reached?.-* Iithink'.soj 1 1 •* > ... ■ > • < »t- ■ i • •• • > «

.492.’. Tou think that the estimate .oft the. Bail.way Commissioners is absolutely incorrect? f As far as-this 
return is concerned—the Commissioners t'oakionekmd of cvidenceaiidi.we'tlj ok'an cither, h-; • 11 ii! '

*493.- Chairman.] Were you not;both;takiingjevidence,as.to the receipts Fomithesdine ? <• I‘was’-not ;• the 
Commissioners were. I know they examined a .document, at the railway station’.-! 11 say-thatdh'ere are 

. different products which would be carried by the proposed line which have not been carried. There
were .
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8 Feb., 1890.

were 2,000,000 gallons of milk per annum which was thrown away. If we had had a railway that 
would have been carried to Sydney. There would have been 15,000 tons of potatoes, hut we know that 
there are not 15 tons taken to Sydney at present; the farmers ceased growing potatoes because they 
could not carry them.
494. Mr. Dowell] When the petition was presented you said there were 300 farms in the district ? Xes.
495. This was in 1881;—has the number of these farms increased ? I do not know.
496. Has there been increased settlement ? I think so.
497. Do you think there are more than 300 farms in the district ? I believe there are many more.
498. I asked a question to elicit information as to whether the district is progressing ? I think it haa 
been going on rapidly.
499. You have been through the district, I presume ? I am constantly going through it.
500. Visiting all the centres of population ? I visit a great number of them.
501. Do you think the line, as proposed, is one which would serve the largest possible number of people ? 
Yes ; if from Moss Vale to Eobertson.
502. And open up the country ? The country is pretty well opened up,
503. Is there any Crown land in the district ? Very little, I believe.
504. Are there no large timber reserves ? There may he some, but they are comparatively small.
505. Have you made any inquiries as to the area of land under cultivation ? The land is scarcely cropped 
at all for want of a railway, except to grow a few acres of green stuff. The 15,000 tons of potatoes have 
not been carried, but if we had had a railway they would have been carried.
506. Is it good soil for the cultivation of potatoes ? It is the best in the world.
507. Have you any idea of the average crop ? I have seen as much as 26 tons to the acre. I have seen 
them put in, grown, and taken out and weighed ; and I wrote an article on the subject for the Town and 
Country Journal. There is a double crop every year. A new industry has cropped up lately—growing 
cabbages, 30 tons of which came in this week. This part of the country could supply Sydney, instead of 
Sydney having to get its supphes from other countries.
508. The soil is good, and the climate suitable ? Yes ; equal to Tasmania or England.
509. Do you anticipate that 40,000 passengers per annum would be carried by the line ? I do.
510. On what grounds ? I can see by the increasing traffic. It is increasing now at the rate of
thousands a week.
511. Are there thousands a week travelling between Moss Vale and Eobertson ? Yes ; at the different 
stages there is a constant stream.
512. Do you think the traffic is likely to be increased ? I think it would pay for the line.
513. Do you consider, from what you know of the district, that the Commissioners’ estimate of £465 for
the carriage of the produce of the district is sufficient ? That would not be my estimate.
514. You think the estimate could he considerably increased ? Undoubtedly, a thousandfold.

how long ? In a very little time. It is only lately that the coaches have begun to run, and in 
different spots we see as many as 800 and 1,000 people.
516. How many coaches are there ? Two from Bowral and two from Moss Vale, I think.

. SATURDAT, 8 FEBRUARY, 1890.
[The Sectional Committee met in the School of Arts, Robertson, at 8 p.m?\

present:
The Honobable ANDEEW GAEEAN (Chaibman).

Jacob Gaebakd, Esq. | William Spbingthobpe Dowel, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Moss Vale to Eobertson.

Mr. Denis Coston, farmer, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. 517. Chairman^] Where do you reside ? At the Pheasant Ground.

D. Coston. 518. How far from here ? About 5 miles in the direction of Kiama.
519- Is it on the slope downwards towards the coast ? It is on the table-land, 3 or 4 miles on this side of 

8 Pet)., 1890. the descent.
520. Is it rich chocolate soil there ? Yes ; it is what we call brush country.
521. Is it as good as the land between here and Burrawang ? Yes, as good, if not better.
522. Was it originally brush country ? Yes.
523. Is it freehold ? No, it is leasehold. .
524. Would you mind saying what rent you pay ? I took the land under clearing leases of fifteen and 
twenty years for ten years free and for the remainder of the time at from 7s. 6d. to 12s. an acre.
525. Are you now reaping the fruits of your early labour in clearing ? Yes ; but I am paying rent now 
and have been for four or five years.
526. Do your cows do as well in the winter as in the summer ? No.
527. What is the difference in the quantity of milk they give ? In winter they give only half the quantity 
that they give in summer.
528. Do you think the land on the top of the mountain here is as productive of milk as the land at 
Kiama ? Not in winter.
529. Taking all the year round would you rather give a higher rent for land on the plains ? Eor the
convenience of sending produce to Sydney the land on the coast would be much more valuable, but taking 
it all the year round the cows are nearly as productive here as they are on the coast. ■
530. Do you think that you are compensated by the extra yield in summer for the deficient yield in 
winter? Well, hardly, in consequence of prices being so much lower in the summer time.
531. What do you reckon the quantity of land requisite to keep a cow on the average ? About 3 acres 
all the year round, but with cultivation I daresay that less would do.

532.
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532. Do you cultivate any hay ? Tes, we have to grow a little to feed the cattle with in winter ; we Mr.
should grow more if we could send the surplus to Sydney. Some years we have plenty, hut not having • 0 n*
means of sending the surplus away we neglect even to make provision for had seasons. SlTeb 1890.
533. Would it pay you to use your ground to grow hay for Sydney instead of grazing cows? I believe ’ ■
it would. .
534. Then it would be better to use the whole for that ? I think the best would be a mixed system, such .
as they have in the old country. .
535. Suppose vou grew hay where you could cultivate, and grazed cows where you could not cultivate, 
which would pay the best ? The hay and potatoes with a market would pay better than dairying.
536. How much hay do you think you can grow to the acre ? About 2 tons. '
537. What will that fetch you ? It depends upon the market price. Kiama is our only market; the 
price generally ranges from £4 10s. to £7 a ton there.
538. That is a yield of from £8 to £10 an acre ? Tes.
539. How much milk can you get off an acre ? I have not tried that experiment.
540. What quantity of potatoes ? I think a fair average is about 5 tons by using artificial manure. If 
we cultivated them carefully I daresay that we could grow more, but all we do is to plough the potatoes 
in at random.
541. Tou do not use manure ? Hone whatever.
542. What do you generally get from potatoes ? The market being so far away we hardly ever send any.
In August we send some to the coast and sell them for seed potatoes. They prefer them in the Kangaroo 
Talley and at Albion Park for seed.
543. Tou do not send them to Sydney ? Ho. Carriage is very expensive. ...
544. What do you get for them for seed purposes ? Prom 7s. to 8s. a cwt. in Kiama, but this is only 
when they are planting potatoes.
545. Does it beat hay-growing ? Tes.
546. Have you got any butter factories at the Pheasant Ground ? Ho.
547. Do you make your own butter ? Tes ; we make it and send it to Sydney.
548. What do you get for your butter ? The factory butter puts us altogether adrift; I get from 5d. to 
6^d. a lb.
549. Do you know how many lb. an acre turns you in ? Ho. _
550. Tou would have about a third of one cow’s produce to the acre ? The produce of a cow is about 
2001b. per acre, and one-third of that would be about 701b.
551. Could you tell us what weight of milk goes to a lb. of butter ? In summer time about 3 gallons, 
in winter time a little less.
552. What is the weight ? About 30 lb.
553. Have vou not enough ground in occupation at the Pheasant Ground to support a factory ? We 
have not started one there. All the settlers there make butter in the usual style.
554. What quantity of milk do you send annually from the Pheasant Ground to Moss Vale ? The only
thing we send is butter, the produce of about 300 cows. .
555. And how much does each cow produce per annum ? About 1401b.
556. Tou do not send pork or bacon ? Oh, yes.
557. What quantity of dairy produce do you send, including pigs, pork, and bacon ? We send a good
few live pigs and a number of young cattle in spring. .
558. Do you kill your calves ? Ho.
559. Do you waste skimmed milk ? Very seldom; we feed pigs and calves with it.
560. Where do you send your pigs and calves to ? To Moss Vale and Robertson ; some to Kiama and 
Jamberoo, and they find their way by various routes to Sydney.
561. Can you get a fair market for bacon and pork in the township? We get the best we can from
the storekeepers; we are at their mercy. _ '
562. Do you grow any Indian corn or planter’s friend? Tes ; as much as we require for our own use.
563. What proportion of your land do you cultivate in that way ? Hot more than 2 per cent, of our
lands, because we cannot get rid of the produce. _
564. Speaking as a practical farmer, you think that if you had a railway to Robertson it would pay 
to cultivate your land ? Tes ; and a small farmer could make an independent living then. Large 
farmers do well dairying; small farmers are in poverty.
565. Are the farmers round you on clearing leases? Ho ; most of them are freeholders.
566. Are they living from hand to mouth ? Those who have forty or fifty cows are independent; those 
who have less than 100 acres of land are poor, and have to take a job on the road occasionally; 
they cannot make a living on their farms ; I cannot; I have to depend upon contracting, and one thing 
or another.
567. Have the freeholders been free selectors ? Originally they were.
568. Mr. G-arrard.'] Tou say that you get rid of the calves and pigs by sending some here and some to 
the coast;—can you tell us how many calves come here and go on to Moss Vale in a year ? I suppose 
that a farmer would send away one fat pig for every cow that he has. A farmer milking 300 cows would 
send away 300 fat pigs.
569. How many calves? Hot so many calves; we do not send them direct; sometimes men from 
Goulburn will take them.
570. But they eventually go north or south ? Tes; they are driven into the neighbourhood of Goulburn.
571. If the destination of the calves is north or south would they be driven or taken in the train if you 
had a railway ? By rail, if there was a station here.
572. How would they go if you were sending to Sutton Eorest ? Some would go by rail, some would be 
driven.
573. The majority are driven ? Tes ; they travel by stages.
574. Do you look upon Robertson as a market for those living in your district ? Tes, and for people 
considerably beyond.
575. Tour potatoes are purchased on the coast only as seed potatoes ? Tes.
576. If the Government constructed a railvvay from Moss Vale to Robertson, and there happened to be
a better market on the coast than elsewhere, the Government railway would have to remain idle, because 
you would go to the coast to sell your produce ? Only in the month of August. 577.
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577.. Do you think that if the railway were made a larger area of land would be put under cultivation in 
D. Coston.. djgtrigt ? The area would be more than doubled. .

SPVb^lsbo Would you do more ? I believe I would sell my stock and go into cultivation.
• 579. Do you think'those'surrounding you would go in for cultivation ? I am sure they would; those 

having large farms would reduce their stock, and those who have small farms would sell off their stock.
580. What is the size of the farms ? 60 acres, 80 acres, some 200 acres, some 300 acres. Mr. Cullen,
of Kiama, owns about 800 acres, and that land is simply waiting until people see whether they can make 
a living out of it, and if they can he will let it on clearing leases.
581. Do you know the estimated cost per annum of the proposed line ? I have no idea.
582. The interest on the cost and the working expenses are estimated to amount to £6,577 do you 
think that this-district will be able to produce sufficient revenue to meet all that expenditure ? I believe 
that in a very short time it would do more than that.
583. Tou have no idea of what the estimated traffic would he if that line were made ? No. ‘
581. The revenue from the traffic is estimated at £1,843 a year, leaving a deficiency of £4,734 ;—how 
long do you think it would be before the traffic would pay that amount ? From three to five years.
585. Do you‘think if it was known that'the line was being constructed the farmers would immediately 
begin to cultivate more land? They would make preparations to go into cultivation on an extensive 
scale.
586. If the first sod of the railway was turned, and contracts let, and the line was to be completed in a
year, the farmers would commence to extend their cultivation, so that when the line was opened there 
would be more produce ? ' Yes. Because there was a little increase in the price of potatoes last year 
many of the farmers have this year increased their areas by 15 or 20 acres. ■
587. Do^you think that,within three-years of the opening of the line the revenue would amount to 
£6,577 ? That is my candid conviction.
588. Unless there is a reasonable prospect of that, you do not think it would be fair to the general tax
payer to have to make up the deficiency?. It would be very wrong; but my conviction is that the railway 
would pay a very good interest on the capital invested. ,
589. Do you know anjffhing about the district generally? I have been here fifteen years.
590. Do you know "Wild’s Meadows ? Not so well as the mountains. •
591. Is East Kangaloon a productive district? It is a good dairying district.
592. Is it similar to this ? Tes, but rougher country.
593. Do you know anything of Turunga ? No.
594. Is that a good country ? I prefer this part of the district. I consider that this is more fertile
country. ' "
595. Chairman.'] What would your Land be worth per acre without the railway ? A farm adjoining 
it, with soil of a poorer quality, was sold, and it only realized about £6 10s. an acre. Had there been a 
railway in the district the price would have been double that.
596. Tou think that the effect of a railway would be to double the price of the land ? Tes.
597. Are there any carriers who take your produce to Moss Yale ? Tes ; the storekeepers take fowls, 
eggs, and butter.
598. What do they charge per ton ? So much that we do not trouble them ; we scarcely send any away.
599. Tou cannot tell what they were taken to Moss Yale for ? I think about 30s. a ton.
600. Do you send eggs and poultry ? Tes.

" 601. What do the storekeepers charge for them ? They simply buy them and we do not pay the carriage
except of butter. We pay Is. 6d. each for the carriage of kegs of from 60 lb. to 80 lb.
602. Mr. Dowel.] Do you know the country fairly well between Eobertson and Moss Vale ? I have 
traversed the country often, but I know the country from hero to Kiama and the top of the mountain 
much better.
603. Have you been over any part of the State line ? I have a very good idea of the route both from 
Bowral and Moss Vale.
604. Do you think the proposed route is the best ? I think it would be as good as any.
605. What places would it serve within a radius of 10 miles ? Wild’s Meadows, Burrawang, East 
Kangaloon, Kangaroo Yalley, and a number of settlers in other parts, including settlers in a south
westerly direction, also on the top of the table land between the Pheasant Ground and Jamberoo, who 
would go through Moss Yale instead of to Kiama. They have to pack their produce down the 
mountains a distance of 8 or 10 miles. It would only be 7 miles from there to here, and they would come 
this way.
606. Do you know anything about wheat producing in the district ? I have not seen any wheat tried 
there.
607. Are there no threshing-machines or flour-mills hero ? None; when I came up here there was 
scarcely a road and you could scarcely travel.
608. Do you consider the district suitable for growing fruit and vegetables? There is not a better 
district in Australia ; anything that will grow in the English climate can be grown hero.
609. What is the average price that you obtain in this district for bacon ? Erom 5d. to 6d. per lb. is 
what the bacon realizes in Sydney.
610. Hand-cured ? Tes; it is sent by carriers to Moss Yale and thence to Sydney ; we are all bacon 
curers more or less.

■ ' Mr. William White, butcher, sworn, and examined :—
Mv-. OIL Chairman.] What is your occupation ? Butcher.

W.White. 01^2. Are your customers mostly occupied with land in the district? Tes.
8FebA~1890 you know any of the carriers between here and Moss Yale ? Some of them.

’’ ’ 614. Do you ever employ them ? 1 have done but not during the last couple of years.
615. How much a ton do they charge for the carriage of produce between here and Moss Vale ? Erom 
15s. to £1 a ton ; it depends on the character of the article.
616. What would they take potatoes for? I have heard they pay as high as £1 and 25s. a ton for the 
carriage of potatoes from Kangaloon. I do not know the charge from here.

617.
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617. What would you expect to have to pay ? £1 a ton. ^
618. You could not send them in cheaper in your own carts ? No.
619. What is the charge for the carriage of butter ? Is. 6d. a keg. _
620. Does that include the weight of the keg ? They bring back the keg ; that is the charge for both ways.
621. What is done with the calves in the district? A great many of them are killed.
622. Wasted? Yes. . .
623. Does it not pay to rear them on skimmed milk ? If we had the facilities which they have on the 
coast the calves would be fed for a month or five weeks and then sent to market. The heifers alone are kept.
624. It will not pay to cart them to Moss Yale ? No. _
625. Would it pay to send them away to a railway ? Twelve years ago they sent them from here in cases, 
two calves in a case.
626. How much did it cost ? It cost about 6s. to send two to Moss Yale. The experiment was tried, 
but it was found difficult and troublesome and the farmers got little or nothing for their calves.
627. Are the farmers in the district prosperous or in difficulties ? They are prosperous.
628. What have they made their money mostly out of? Dairying.
629. Principally butter ? Yes. _
630. Is any milk sent from here to Moss Yale ? It used to be before the factories started ; the Fresh 
Food and Ice Company took it.
631. Was milk sent a distance of 14 miles ? Yes.
632. And did it arrive in good condition? It did. ' _
633. We have been told that milk could not be carried more than 6 miles ? It has been taken from here.
634. Were any complaints made of the condition of the milk ? Sometimes it was bad ; they cooled it 
here before they took it.
635. Did it pay better to send the milk 14 miles than to make butter ? It did then, and the butter was 
cheaper then than it has been since.
636. Do the farmers cart butter to Moss Yale ? No, the factories send the butter. •
637. How many cows are supplying the butter factory hero? I do not know. ^
638. Can you tell me what area of land one of these factories will take the milk from ? I suppose they
would take the milk from 2,000 acres. -
639. And how much butter do you think they will supply in a year? I could not say.
640. Do you agree with the estimate made that 3 acres are required for a cow ? No.
641. What is your estimate ? I should think 2 acres of ground will carry one cow.
642. Then 2,000 acres will carry 1,000 cows ? Yes.
643. How much butter will 1,000 cows give ? I reckon 130 lb. on the average.
644. Mr. Garrard.'] Have you any other information to give the Committee? I only came to speak

Mr.
W. White.
8FeCl890.

about the bacon.
645. Is there much bacon cured here ? Yes. Last year about 33 tons of bacon was made here and sent
away via Moss Vale. _
646. Do you think that if the railway were made it would cause an increase in the production of bacon ? Yes.
647. To what extent ?. I should say double or treble the quantity made now. Except in one or two eases 
it has not been done in a business-like way for want of facilities to get the bacon to market.
648. Then the quantity would be about 100 tons a year ? Yes.
649. It would not take many trains to carry 100 tons of bacon, would it ? No. 1
650. Is there anything brought here that will bring grist to the mill of the railway ? There are a great
many other things that would have to be carried. . . _
651. Will you mention some of them ? There would be a larger production requiring increased carriage. 
There would be the calves and thirty head of cattle evei’y year which I take myself which would be sent 
by rail instead of being driven.
652. Are you the principal butcher ? There is another in the town.
653. Doing as large a business as you do ? I believe so.
654. Then sixty head of cattle might.be expected to come from Moss Yale to Eobertson? Yes, we have 
to drive them here now.
655. How many trucks would they take ? Six trucks. .
656. That is 100 tons in the year and three trucks of cattle; what else ? You would get about 1,300 live 
pigs ; that is the number that went from here last year without reckoning what private parties have sent.
657. Independent of the bacon, of course ? Yes ; .independent of the bacon 1,300 pigs went alive from
here to Moss Yale and 300 wfent to the coast, which would probably have gone the other way had there 
been a railway. • _
658. Do you think that when there is a railway there will be a great increase in the cultivation of the 
land ? Yes.
659. Do you anticipate a larger population here requiring more cattle for Eobertson ? Yes.
660. Is there plenty of room for more population here ? Yes.
661. Do you know the estimated cost per annum of the proposed railway ? No.
662. Do you think that the traffic of the district would give a return equal to £6,500 a year, the interest 
on the cost of construction and the working expenses ? Not at present.
663. How long would it be before it would ? Five or six years.
664. Then for five or six years the general taxpayer would have to pay £4,734 a year for the benefit of 
the people of Eobertson ? Yes.
665. Do you think that is a fair thing ? Well, we have to pay taxes for the benefits that other people get.
666. Where ? In different parts of the country and on the coast.
667. Does the coast line show a loss like that on the cost? Not quite. '
668. Do you think that the estimate of the Commissioners that the revenue will amount to £1,843 is an 
incorrect one ? I do not think it was an under-estimate at the time, but I think it would be now.
669. Has there been a large increase in the productiveness of the district during the last year ? Yes.
670. How much—50 per cent. ? More, I believe. Very nearly all that you see of the prosperity of this
place has grown up within the last ten or twelve years. ’
671. If it has been stated in evidence that the district has not progressed, it has almost gone back; that 
is not true ? I do not understand that.

34 O)—0 672.
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Mr. 672. If a witness lias stated to the Committee that the productiveness of the district has not increased 
W. White. (JUnng the last two years, that would be incorrect P I suppose the witness spoke of his own particular 

8Feb'A~l890 P»rt, not of Robertson.
' ' 073. I am speaking of Robertson, the Pheasant Ground, Wild’s Meadows, East Kangaloon, and all the

district;—is the statement correct ? I do not think it is.
074. Not if your statement is correct that there has been an increase of 50 per cent. ? I spoke of the 
increase of population and other matters. There have been various matters taken in hand during the last 
twelve months. We had no butter factories before that time.
075. But instead of butter you used to send milk, did you not ? It is three or four years since we sent 
milk.
070. Butter takes less room than milk in the way of carriage, does it not ? I don’t know.
077. Suppose, for the sake of argument, we say this district will produce 100 tons of milk, that milk 
would not make 100 tons of butter, would it ? I could not say ; I have not made any calculation.
678. Does a given quantity of milk yield the same weight of butter ? Some gives a larger quantity of 
butter than others.
079. You have already told us how much butter can be made out of so many gallons of milk ? I do not 
wish to state that for a fact, because I have never made a calculation. There is a difference of opinion as 
to the quantity of milk which it takes to make a pound of butter.
080. If you had never seen a cow would you suppose that a ton of milk would make a ton of butter P I 
could not say.
081. Mr. Dowel.'] Have you resided long in the district ? About eighteen years.
082. Do you know the district through which the railway would traverse ? Yes.
083. Do you think it is the best route that could be adopted ? Yes. ’
084. Do you know anything about the agricultural produce of the district? I know nothing about the 
grain. Some oats, barley, and rye have been grown here.
6S5. Are there any threshing machines in the district ? I know of one.
080. Is it a steam machine ? No.
087. What is the cost of sending a pig from Robertson to Moss Yale ? The carriers used to charge from 
Is. Gd. to 2s. a pig.
088. That would be a considerable source of revenue to the railway? Yes.
089. If the railway would carry them at 2s. a head do you think they would bo sent by rail ? I do.
090. Don’t you think that the Commissioners considerably under-estimated the revenue that would bo 
derived from the lino when they stated it at £1,843? Yes.
091. What do you think they have omitted ? Ido not think they have given credit for the carriage of all 
the various articles that go from here. They have only reckoned the carriage from a particular place.
092. "What articles do you think they have omitted ? Pretty well all in connection with the goods 
brought into the district by the storekeepers and others, and from private sources.
093. Do the storekeepers pay a considerable amount for carriage from Moss Yale ? Yes.
094. Prom your knowledge of the district do you think that if the timber reserves were thrown open
there would be a trade in timber ? Yes. .
695. What is the character of the timber ? There is gum, messmate, and stringybark.
090. Would there be any difficulty in getting the timber from the reserves to the railway station at 
Robertson ? No.
097. What is the distance ? The principal reserve is 8 or 10 miles away,
098. Are there any Crown lands with good timber on them nearer the line ? Yes ; within 4 or 5 miles
of them. *
099. Is this a good fruit-growing country ? Yes ; they could grow fruit here equal to any in the colony.
700. Are there any largo orchards in the district? A number of orchards have been commenced.
701. Of what area? Erom an acre upwards.
702. During your eighteen years experience in the district, although there has been no railway here, the 
district has advanced ? Yes.
703. Has the population doubled ? I believe it has. Eighteen years ago there was only one house in 
this town.

Mr. Joseph Scott Armstrong, journalist, swmrn, and examined :—■
Mr. J. S. Chairman.] What is your occupation ? At present I represent the Robertson Advocate newspaper.

_A Pn ml’VOTi fy l a a x j.
705. How long have you been hero? About three years. •

8 Feb. 1890 Has your occupation brought you into intimate acquaintance with the people here ? Yes; I have
travelled all over the district among the farmers.
707. Have you had an opportunity of observing whether the district is progressing or stagnant ? It 
certainly is progressing, although the inhabitants have not increased they have improved their laud; 1 
can see every few months trees felled and paddocks cleared.
708. More ground is cleared and more stock is being fed ? I think so.
709. And more produce exported ? Yes.
710. A steady increase is going on ? Yes ; in the township the number of houses has doubled in three years.
711. You have heard the evidence given as to the rate of carriage between here and Moss Yale ? Yes.
712. We arc told that the cost of the carriage of potatoes from here to Moss Vale is £1 a ton. Is that 
correct ? Yes; the expense has been the great difficulty. I have heard many farmers say that they 
would cultivate a great deal more land if they had a railway.
713. We are told that the cost of carriage from Moss \rale to Sydney is 30s. a ton, only 50 per cent, 
more than this 14 miles between Robertson and Moss Yale;—do you think the farmers would pay a 
higher price for the carriage of their goods on the branch line than is charged on the trunk line ? Yes ; 
some say they ivould be glad to pay increased rates if they could have the benefit of the railway.
714. Would they pay 10s. a ton for the carriage of potatoes on this line? I should not like to state what 
amount they would pay ; I know that they are willing to pay more than the ordinary rates.
715. If the line were made on that guarantee would they be content to pay the higher rates or would 
they agitate to get them reduced ? I believe they would be content to pay the increased rates.
710. You do not pretend to be acquainted with the commercial working of a farm ? No.

717.
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717. Is there any statement which you would like to make ? The chief thing that I have taken an
interest in is the scenery P I have heard opinions expressed hy many who have compared the scenery in 
this district with that of other places and their opinion has been invariably favourable to this district. 
People from town speak highly of this district, not only on account of the beauty of the scenery but the 
coolness of the atmosphere and its freedom from mosquitoes. If we had a railway in this district the great 
attractions to be found here would make Robertson a place of resort preferable toRowral and Moss Vale. 
I was hoping that the Committee would have taken sufficient time in the district to have visited Ritzroy 
Palls, Belmore Palls, and some of the other sights. _
718. You are of opinion that if the railway reached this place it -would become a favourite summer
sanatorium ? I am confident that it would. All who have come here express themselves highly pleased 
with the district. ■
719-20. Do you have any visitors here for the summer ? A few—Dr. Tarrant’s family come every summer. 
I heard a gentleman from Tasmania say the other day that he considered this climate even superior to 
that of Tasmania.
721. Is it rather a changeable climate ? It is to some extent. _
722. Plenty of cold mists come up ? A fog comes up from the sea, but I never heard that it produced
any ill effects. •
72'3. Are the people here healthy ? Yes, very healthy.
724. Mr. Dowel^\ Is there any considerable passenger traffic between Kiama and Robertson, and Robertson 
and Moss Yale? The coaches go at such inconvenient hours;—they pass through here during the night; 
the coach from Kiama to Moss Vale passes through here at 11 o’clock at night, and coming from Moss 
Vale it gets here at 4< o’clock in the morning.
725. Is there no day coach ? .No ; they have to hire conveyances, and that is an expensive matter.
726. Is there any considerable passenger traffic independent of the coach traffic? We often have people 
coming through in hired vehicles from Moss Vale and Bowral.
727. Do you know the number per-week ? No.
728. Do you know the number of tourists who have been here at one time? No ; the coaches proceed to
the Belmore Palls without coming into the township. _
729. Is the statement correct that there have been as many as 1,000 people at the Palls at, one time ? I 
believe it is correct with regard to the Pitzroy Palls. At the Belmore Palls the number of visitors is not 
so great, but still I have seen a great many there at times.
730. Was it on any special occasion? No, the ordinary holiday time. There are the Kangaroo Valley 
Palls. Very often visitors come from Jamberoo and Kiama way that vre never see at all. I have seen 
three large waggonettes at a time there which must have -brought twenty .or thirty people.
731. Is public opinion in favour of the line marked out ? Yes, most people consider it the best.
732. Has there been during your time any agitation for the construction of a railway ? There have been
public meetings ; we have had this hall well filled several times lately, and the feeling in favour of the 
railway was unanimous. _
733. Do you know where the railway station is to be ? I do not; it is to be to the south of the township.
734. As a journalist, have you had an opportunity of observing the character of the timber in the 
reserves ? Yes, there are a great number of reserves.
735. What is the character of the soil—is it good or bad ? It is excellent soil.
736. Did you notice the character of the timber ? I am not well versed in the names of trees, but I have
noticed messmate and gum trees. _
737. Do you know of any minerals in this district ? I have seen traces of coal cropping out in a great 
number of places. Going down to the Belmore Palls you cross four or five seams; there is one about 
14 feet thick ; there are signs of coal in the Kangaroo Valley also.
738. What distance is the coal from Robertson ? What I have seen in the valley would be about 5 miles 
away by road. The best specimens of coal that I have seen are those at the Pitzroy Palls, 3 or 4 miles 
from Wild’s Meadows.
739. Chairman.'] Do you know whether anybody proposes to open a coal-mine on the line of railway ? 
I do not.

MON DAT, 10 FEBRUARY, 1890.
[The Sectional Committee met at the School of Arts, Robertson, at 9 a.m.~\

ftosrni:—
The Hovoeable ANDREW GARRAN (Chaiemaiv).

Jacob Gaeeaed, Esq. [ William Speih&thobpe Dowel, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Moss Vale to Robertson.

Mr. Thomas Blencowe, dairy farmer, sworn, and examined:—
740. Chairman.~\ Are you a resident in the district? Yes, I have been for the past twenty-seven years.
741. In which portion of it do you reside?. At Wild’s Meadows.
742. Are you a proprietor of land ? Yes.
743. How much do you hold ? About 350 acres.
744. Is most of that in practical use ? Yes. '
745. To what uses do you put that land ? Chiefly dairy-farming, making butter principally; some of the 
land is used for growing fruit and green crops for fodder. Some years ago I grew large quantities of 
potatoes, but I found the roads so bad and the cost of carriage so great that I gave up growing them.
746. What is a fair average crop, taking all the seasons round ? I should think about 5 tons per acre.
747. Where would be your market for the potatoes ? Sydney.
748. What is the average price of potatoes in the Sydney market ? I think the potatoes from this district, 
taking one season with another, will average £4 a ton.
749. How much do you pay for the carriage of potatoes to Moss Vale ? £1 a ton.
750. And how much for the carriage from there to Sydney ? I think about 10s. a ton. 751.
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Mr. 751. Taking the cost of carriage into consideration, and adding to it the cost of the seed potatoes, the 
1. M enoowe. cog^ 0£ pi0Ugy,iI1gj (trilling) hoeing and bagging, and all the other labour connected with their production, 

you ^inls the gross outlay is in producing a ton of potatoes ? I think you could put it down at 
‘ £2 a ton, but out of the 5 tons to the acre, I should not consider that more than 4 tons would be market

able at £4 a ton.
752. And you think you would get £2 a ton profit ? "We have to pay commission, which would amount 
to 5s. a ton if the potatoes sold at £4.
753. You would have to take 45s. off the £4, and the balance would be profit ? No.
754. Is that profit not sufficient to induce people-here to grow potatoes ? No
755. Is the profit on dairying more than that? Yes ; the produce from the dairy is much more valuable 
than the potatoes ; and in getting the potatoes to market we have to contend with very bad roads.
756. What is the profit of dairying.per acre? It varies, according to the price of butter; but I estimate
the value of land for dairying at from 30s. to £1 an acre. '
757. And unless you can get more than £2 an acre potatoes would pay better than dairy produce ? Yes.
758. Unless you had a railway that would reduce the cost of carriage you do not think it would be worth 
while to go into the production of potatoes ? No.
759. In your estimate of £2, I suppose you have not excluded the cost of carriage ? No ; but when the 
cost of carriage and commission are paid there is very little left.
760. You could well afford to pay 5s. for the carriage to Moss Yale? Of course, if we could get it done 
cheaper it would be all the better.
761. Would it pay the growers in the district if on the branch line they paid 50 per cent, more than the 
rates charged on the main line ? Yes.*
762. Do you think that to get the railway the people in the district would willingly pay twice the rate 
per mile between Moss Yale and Eobertson that they pay between Moss Vale and Sydney? Yes, and 
four times the rate.
763. And would he better off then? Yes. On these goods the official charges are actually based on 
lid. a ton from Wild’s Meadows and Is. 3d, from Eobertson, and if the charge was four times as much 
it would amount to 5s.
764. The calculation of the railway officials is that the existing rates on the trunk line would he charged

. also on the branch line, and they think the produce would yield a revenue of £1,843 a year ;—do you
think the people would be willing to pay double, or even quadruple that amount to make the line pay 
Yes, rather than not have the railway. Of course, if they could get it cheaper they would gladly do so'.
765. You notice that out of this £L,843 £1,075 is for passenger traffic, and only £180 for mails and 
parcels, and £580 for goods traffic? Yes ; Mr. Harper’s calculation is at ltd. to the Meadows, and the 
same rate is continued on.
766. Have you also tried fruit-growing ? Yes.
767. Is this district likely to grow fruit? It is one of the best fruit districts in the Colony.
768. What sort of fruit would stand the carriage to Sydney ? We could send fruit away better by rail 
than by dray, on account of the jolting. The fruits that could he extensively grown are apples, pears, 
cherries, plums, strawberries, raspberries, and other fruits suitable for cold climates.
769. Supposing the railway were made, in most instances there would be 3 or 4 miles cartage, would 
there not ? Yes ; but we could send that class of fruit at a profit.
770. Out of the 50,000 acres of good land here how many acres would he suitable for orchards ? I
should pick out about 5,000 acres as being the most suitable land for orchards. .
771. And how many acres do you think are fit for potato-growing ? About 10,000 acres.
772. In addition to the other 5,000 acres ? Yes. The land could be used for growing fruit and vegetables.
773. How many acres are suitable for market gardening? The best potato land is suitable for growing 
other vegetables as well as potatoes. I think altogether 15,000 acres would be a fair estimate.
774. Leaving 35,000 acres for dairying purposes ? Yes. I think that the area for growing fruit and 
vegetables might he set down at 20,000 acres, leaving 30,000 for dairying.
775. You think that that would be an extreme calculation ? No ; I think it would be a fair calculation.
776. With regard to dairying, what is the average number of acres that will keep a cow all the year 
round ? I suppose about 2 acres.
777. How many months of the year do you consider the land to he in first-class condition for feeding? 
About nine months. We have only three months of winter here.
778. Do you mean to say that it is equally good for nine months as a rule ? Yes ; of course we must 
expect drought seasons. I suffer nothing in a drought, and it is the same with some others.
779. You do sometimes have dry seasons ? We suffer somewhat from droughts, but not like some parts.
780. You are exceptionally favoured as regards rainfall ? Yes ; I think we get something like 55 inches 
of rain annually.
781.. Taking 2 a,cres to a cow, what is the annual yield of milk in the district? I took the milk yield 
from the statistics that we obtained at Moss Yale. The farmers would be paying on the butter.
782. What-was the amount of butter to begin with ? The quantity exported from Moss Yale to Sydney 
was 14,00(5 kegs a year, and it takes about a ton of milk to produce a keg of butter. This season, about 
double this quantity was sent to market.

. 783. What is the weight of butter in a keg ? About 80 lb. without the keg.
784. One ton of milk will make 80 lb. of butter ? Yes. I may point out that since the factories and 
separators have come into use I do not think it takes quite so much milk to produce a pound of 
butter as it did when the butter was made by hand.
785. Still it would not materially alter the calculation ? Not much.
786. Por some years you did a milk business with Sydney ? Yes.
787. That has practically ceased ? It has.
788. The milk companies are getting it from the coast line ? Yes ; I think the carriage is cheaper from
there. ygg

* Note (on revision) :—Potatoes, @ per ton—
I-abour, rent, and bags.............................; £2 5 0
Present carriage, commission, &c. ... 1 15 0

.. _ 4-0 0 Profit, nil.
If railway constructed, cost 12s. ... 3 2 0 „ l8s.
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789. Looking at the present low price of milk, even if there was a railway, do you think that the farmers ■R1Mr' . 
would send their milk to town instead of to the factory ? I think they would if a fair standard value
could be obtained. 10 18gQ
790. What do you call a fair standard value? There is a company paying 7d. a gallon all the year round, ’ ‘
and that is a remarkably good price.
791. If milk rose to 7d. the farmers would sell their milk instead of making butter ? Yes.
792. Would it pay at 4d. a gallon ? I do not think so. _ _
793. Then at the present rate, even with a railway, you would prefer to turn your milk into butter ?
Yes ; but this is an exceptional season. _
794. Is there much freehold land here remaining to be cleared? Yes; a considerable quantity.
795. What proportion ? I should think about one-third.
79(3. Some of the timber is left for shelter? Yes; but the country is in a very rough state yet. 
Considerable improvement could be effected, and a far larger quantity of grass could be grown. ^
797. You think that the existing holdings are capable of producing a great deal more than they do at
present ? I think so. _ _
798. Mr. Dowel.'] Have you come into contact with the large number of residents in the district in 
reference to this particular railway route ? I know a great many in the district.
799. Is the general feeling in favour of the proposed route ? Yes, from Moss Vale to Eobertson.
800. Have you been over the staked line ? Not all of it; but I know the direction in which it goes.
801. Do you think the line staked out is the best to serve the various centres of population ? Yes ; a 
better line could not be found if the cost of construction is taken into account.
802. Mr. G-arrard.] Were you not at one time in favour of a line from Bowral, via Kangaloon ? Yes.
803. Why have you altered your opinion ? Because of the expense of the route. I understood from 
Mr. Bell that that line would cost half a million of money.
804. I suppose it does not matter to the inhabitants where the branch joins the main line as long as they 

• get to the metropolis ? I do not think so.
805. If by going to Bowral they could save G miles of haulage, would not that be an advantage ? Of
course it would. ■
806. Do you know anything of the country about the Sheepwash ? Yes.
807. Do you think it practicable to bring a lino along to the north side of the Wingecarribee Swamp ?
Yes, but more expensive.
808. Would it serve the Kangaloon people better? It would serve Kangaloon.
809. If the line was constructed from Eobertson to Moss Vale the East Kangaloon people would make 
Eobertson their depot ? Yes.
810. But if the line went to the Sheepwash the West Kangaloon people would be able to use it as well ? Yes.
811. A line from Bowral would serve a greater number of people and save G miles of main line haulage ? Yes.
812. That is a consideration ? Yes, but we have gone for the cheapest line, the line that will accommodate 
the greatest number of people at the least expense.
813. Suppose it is a question of railway or no railway, and the raising of the rates to three-fourths more 
than is charged on the main line, do you think the people are prepared to pay it ? I think so.
814. There are good agitators in the district are there not; do you think that if a line is constructed we 
shall not then have deputations going to the Q-overnment and asking for a reduction of the rates ? No 
doubt they would try it as they did on the Illawarra line.
815. Then if the railway were made on the understanding that higher rates were to be paid we should 
have to provide for that by Act of Parliament because peoples word cannot be trusted ? My own opinion 
is that higher rates should be charged on the branch line than on the main line.
816. You made us believe that the people here had no conscience, that immediately after the line was made 
they -would commence to agitate for the reduction of the rates ? Exactly as they did on the Illawarra 
Line; there is one thing which I wish to mention.' I was engaged with Mr. Harper in ascertaining the 
amount of the goods traffic from this district as far as could be found out at the Moss Vale Station.
Matters were gone carefully into, all the names called out of residents in the Moss Vale and Bowral 
districts, but there wrere farms in this district which were omitted because it is impossible to know every
one, and a considerable traffic with Moss Vale was not taken into account, and we do not get credit for it 
in Mr. Harper’s report.* Eurther, the tourists’ tickets issued in Sydney are not credited to Moss Vale but 
to the place where they are issued. The returns from Moss Vale station alone make £22,000. Mr. Harper 
gave us no credit for what we may put on the main line because the main line is not paying. As far as it 
is possible to ascertain, of that £22,000 the people of the Eobertson district contribute about £16,000.
If the railway were constructed the growth of vegetables, potatoes, and other crops would become more 
profitable than dairying and that would give the railway better returns.f
817. Chairman.] Your object is to show that Mr. Harper under-estimated the revenue ? Yes.
818. Mr. Garrard.] Where were the Local Committee when Mr. Harper under-estimated the revenue.
Did he go through the figures with them ? Yes.
819. And did they not agree that it was a correct statement? Yes, from actual reports at Moss Vale 
station, but no allowance is made for the tourists’ tickets. I go to Sydney ten times in a year but no 
credit was given by Mr. Crawford for anybody going anywhere. J
820. These facts having occurred to you since Mr. Harper left, have you put them before him ? I put
them before him at Moss Vale. 821.

* Note (on revision)The residents within 3 miles of Moss Vale and Bowral stations are omitted from Mr. Harper’s 
report, as they are near existing stations.

f Note (on revision) :—Potatoes—X would like to point out to the Committee that the soil and climate of this district 
are especially favourable to the growth of potatoes. In my twenty-seven years’ experience I have never known a crop to fail; 
notwithstanding the severest droughts there is always sufficient moisture from the frequent mists and fogs to ensure a crop. I 
have grown varieties for more than twenty years in this district that have not deteriorated, but remain true to name. The 
quality of the potatoes is superior to the famed Circular Heads, and they realize the highest price in Sydney market. In my 
estimatefpf 20,000 acres, as being suitable for growing potatoes, to prevent misunderstanding I may state that the 50,000 acres 
would all be available for that purpose—the drawback being the heavy expense—removing the heavy whinstone and drainage 
of other portions. The great obstacle to the cultivation of potatoes, successfully, is bad roads and high costs of carriage. I 
have taken some trouble to ascertain costs and profits which are given on “ margin of form.” At present there are no profits, 
hut if the railway was constructed, and the product taken by rail at 12s. per ton, this would leave a nett profit to the grower 
of about 18s. per ton. This would be a great inducement to cultivation, and I have no hesitation instating that 10,000 tons per 
annum could be relied upon, coming by rail from this district alone. We have the soil, the climate, and a hardworking 
industrious class of people—give them the necessary facilities and they are able to compete in the market against their more 
favored rivals from other colonies.

J Note (on revision) :—X do not place any value on Mr. Crawford’s report.
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T '^21 ■ Ho had them under his considera.tion at tliat time? Tes.
822. Do you think that if this line were constructed now it would give a return of £6,577 a year ? No. 

10Febl890 ^ not it would. ‘ 1
’ 823. Believing that the line would mean a large increase in a productiveness of the district how long do

you estimate it would be before it would pay the interest on the capital and the working expenses ? I 
think that it would pay in the course of two or three years.

Thomas Seery, Esq., J.P., timber merchant and farmer, sworn, and examined:—
Chairman^ Are you a resident in the district ? Tes.
What is your occupation ? Farmer and timber merchant.
How long have you been engaged in the timber trade here ? About seven years.
Is the softwood timber of any commercial value ? Tes, but there is very little of it now.
Then as far as the brush land is concerned the timber trade is done with ? Pretty well done with.
Is the remaining timber, hardwood, growing on poorer land ? Tes.
How much of it is there left ? A good deal if there was a railway we could shift back on the face 

of the mountain and get a great deal of hardwood there.
831. And to what station on the proposed line would you draw that hardwood if the railway wore con
structed ? To Robertson and Wilds’ Meadows.
832. What class of timber is remaining? Hardwood, gum, and messmate. .
833. How many years would it take to clear that off ? That is more than I could say—perhaps a life-time.
834. What quantity would you estimate that you would be sending down per annum ? We are cutting
about 4,000 feet a day. '
835. Would most of that find its market in Sydney ? No ; it would go up the country. We send timber 
to Toung, Tass, Cootamundra, and G-oulburn.
836. Is there a good market ? A fair market.
837. Could you easily glut that market ? We might, but there is a fair consumiition at Moss Tale, ‘ 
Bowral, and Mittagong.
838. If the railway were made, would that increase the cutting of wood in the district ? I think it would 
increase it, because it would increase the population.
839. Would that 4,000 feet of timber per day be carried by rail ? Most of it.
840. Say 3,000 feet ? I think so.
841. How much a foot do you pay ? We pay 2s. 6d. per 100 feet.
842. From where to where ? From here to Moss Tale by road.
843. Have }rou any idea what the cost would be from there per 100 feet ? 100 feet of timber is about
6 cwt. ; 1,000 feet is about 3 tons. We pay about 25s. for 1,000 feet by road to Moss Tale.
844. Can you supply Sydney with hardwood from this district cheaper than it can be supplied from other
parts of the colony ? I do not think so. ’
845. And you have no market in Sydney practically ? I do not think it.
846. Mr. DowelJ] What is the extent of this timber country ? I could not say the number of acres, but
there is a great deal of timber on the top and face of the mountain. ’
847. Do you know anything of the timber reserves ? Tes.
848. Are they extensive ? Tes.
849. Is the quality of the timber good ? In some places good and some inferior.

H the reserves were thrown open, would a large quantity of timber be taken from them ? I think so.
Sol. Would you consider 10s. per 100 feet for the cartage of timber to Moss Tale an exorbitant price ?
I should think it high. 1
852. How many thousand feet of timber per week are cut in the district now ? We are cutting 24,000 
feet a week. I do not know what the other mill is cutting.
853. Do you think that if the railway were made the output of timber would reach 50,000 feet a week ?
1 could not say. •
854. Is there any likelihood of an increase in the quantity at all ? I think there is, because when you 
get more population there will be more building.
8oo. Is uhere a probability of 50,000 feet of timber per week being cut in the district and being sent 
away ? I think there is a probability of it.
858. And at 5s. a ton the carriage would come to over £1,000 a year ? Tes.
857. Do you think the trade likely to get up to that amount ? 1 do not think it will.

Mr. Charles Tilsley, storekeeper, sworn, and examined:—
Mr.C.Tilsley 858. Chairman.] What are you? Storekeeper, residing at East Kangaloon.

r—r-*---- v 859- How long have you resided there ? About sixteen years.
10 Feb., 1890^ 860. How far is it from Robertson ? About 2§ miles.

89h. If this railway were made, how far would.it suit the people of East Kangaloon? Up to the 
Wesleyan Chapel, ^ust on this side of West Kangaloon.
862. And how far by the main road ? About Si miles.
898' ™en between 3 and 4 miles from Eobertson this railway would take the trade of East Kangaloon ? Tes. 
864. West of that the trade would go to Bowral ? Tes. '
86o. Supposing the railway were made, as some suggest, from Bowral crossing at the Sheepwash, then 
crossing over to Burrawang, and coming on to Robertson, would a station at Sheepwash be any use to 
West Kangaloon ? Tes.
866. Is there any access ? The roads are not good, but the traffic would go there.
867. Is it a hilly road ? Tes, very.
868. Could it be made easy of access ? Tes.
869. Would it be of any use to East Kangaloon? No.
8/0. Suppose that a railway were made to the Sheepwash, Burrawang, and Robertson, would Robertson 
accommodate the East Kangaloon district ? Tes.
871. And the Sheepwash the West Kangaloon district ? Tes.
llo' the Wild’s Meadow Station would accommodate the southern side of the swamp ? Tes.
873. At present the West Kangaloon people are left out altogether ? Tes. 874.

T. Seery, Esq., 824. 
J.JP. 825.

------------ n 826.
10 Feb., 1890.

■ 828.
829.
830.



HESTJTES OP EV1DESCE—ItAIIWAT PEOJI IAOSS VALE TO EOBEETSOV.

1
-i.

23

874. Do you think that that proposal would be more satisfactory to the West Kangaloon people
Bowral route wrould. . .
875. While it vrould accommodate the people on the vrest side of the swamp the same as if it had 
from Moss Yale ? I could not say that.
876. Would it not take all the Fitzroy traffic as if it came from Moss Yale ? I do not think so.
877. Are not the Kangaloon people in a line from Moss Yale to Eobertson ? I cannot say.
878. Jfr. Garrard.] What is the population of West Kangaloon? I could not tell.
879. Is it a large district ? Yes.
880. Is the land there equal in fertility to that about Eobertson ? A great deal of it is.
881. And the principal industry is dairying ? Yes.
882. Do they send milk or butter to Bowral ? Butter.
883. Is there a factory at Kangaloon? Yes, .
884. Do you think it would contribute largely to the freight on the railway at West Kangaloon ? Mot largely.
885. As much as Wild’s Meadows ? Mo, certainly not.
886. As much as Burraw'ang and Eobertson ? No.
887. As much as East Kangaloon ? No.
888. But for the East Kangaloon people it w-ould be better to have the junction with the main line at 
Bowral if it would save some miles of main line haulage ? I dare say it would ; but in any case East 
Kangaloon people would come to Eobertson.
889. But if they should shorten their route to Sydney, would not that be to their interest ? Yes.
890. Do the people of East Kangaloon bring their milk to the factory at Eobertson r No ; they make
butter themselves. ■
891. Are there any other products there ? It is a large potato-producing district.
892. Where do they take the potatoes to ? Bowral.
893. What quantity is grown in a year ? I do not know.
894. Is there any other produce ? Large quantities of vegetables and fruit.
895. Which all go to Bowral ?. Yes ; and some to Eobertson. A great deal would go to Sydney if they 
could increase the area of the orchards, but that would not pay.
896. Would it pay if there vras a railway to Eobertson ? Decidedly. .
897. Jfr. Doivel.] Can you give the Committee any information in reference to the rates of carriage in 
the various parts of the district from Moss Yale to Eobertson ? Yes ; from East Kangaloon we have to 
pay 15s. a ton to Bowral, and the same from Eobertson in some instances, and in other instances £1 a ton.
898. Is that the average rate for potatoes and butter ? No ; they pay more for butter—9d. a keg.
899. What is the charge for pigs, cows, and calves ? Is. each.
900. And for market garden produce ? There is a good deal grown, and it goes principally to Bowral.
901. Emit? There are large quantities, and the charge is Is. a case.
902. I believe you have done a good deal of carrying in the district yourself ? Yes.
903. Do you think 15s. is about the average rate for potatoes ? Yes.
904. Erom various parts of the district ? It is much more from some parts. ■
905. Do potatoes find their way to Moss Yale and Bowral at a cost of 15s. a ton? Yes.
906. What is the rate from Wild’s Meadows to Moss Vale? I understand that if they fetch the potatoes 
from the farms they get £1 a ton. Erom the store we generally got 10s.—that is, on the main road. I 
believe £1 a ton is the usual rate.

Mr. William Barrett, storekeeper and timber merchant, sworn, and examined :—
907. Chairman.] Where do you reside ? At Burrawang. jXr.
908. What are you ? I am in the timber trade. W. Barrett.
909. Hew long have you been resident there ? Eighteen years. ----- -—\
910. How much timber a day do you saw ? At present we are not sawing any; we were cutting 1° Feb., 1890.
4,000 feet a day, but we have closed the mill. .
911. Where did you get your timber from ? Erom the hills. •
912. Erom the scrub land or the poorer land? Erom the forest land ; it is mostly hardwood.
913. If the railway were made wdiere would you put the timber on the line ? At Burrawang.
914. Is the market as lively for the timber as it was when you began? No ; there is more competition.
915. Can you get the same price ? No.
916. There is not the same inducement to cut timber that there was ? No. '
917. Is that the reason why you have ceased ? We are reserving the timber for better prices.
918. Is it on your own land ? Some ; and some we can easily buy.
919. Is there any Crown lands timber within reach of you ? Yes, within 4 or 5 miles.
920. What does it cost to send your timber to Moss Yale? 2s. 6d. per 100 feet.
921. If you had a railway brought close to you do you think it would stimulate the production of timber ?
Yes • we cut such a quantity that it would make £1 a day difference.
922. Do you expect to get the timber carried for 2s. 6d. per 100 feet ? I expect to get it carried for Is.,
it would then pay us handsomely to cut it. .
923. Do you mean that you would give part of the profit to your customers ? We should bo able to 
compete with the other mills. There is one at Gerald’s Crossing, one at Barber’s Creek, two or three 
mills between Moss Yale and G-oulburn, and wre have to pay so much for land carriage that we can’t 
compete. Our principal trade is betwen Goulburn and Wagga Wagga.
924. And there are mills nearer to the market than you are ? Yes.
925. You are handicapped by distance ? Yes ; and we have closed for the present.
926. If the railway were made you would save Is. 6d. per 100 feet ? Yes.
927. You could then sell timber cheaper ? Yes, we could sell the timber as cheap as our competitors 
and get a fair share of the market. The oatmeal mills and'the corn mills were closed because it did not 
pay owing to the expensive cartage.
928. You do not grow oats in the district much ? We could grow ten times the quantity if w-e had 
better moans of communication
929. Do you think it would pay bettor to grow oats than to go in for dairying ? I do not suppose that 
it -would ; but it would pay to occupy part of the land with oats.
930. Y'our market is up the line ? The principal market is. We could send timber to Picton. There is •
& great demand fpr timber there, at Bowral and at Mittagong. 931.

? The Mr- 0. Tilsley. 
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Mr. 931, Have not the other sawmills a larger area of hardwood to work on.than you hare? I do not know. 
W. Barrett, j have been a storekeeper for eighteen years at Burrawang. We have done a large trade, and our 

average f°r years past from Moss Vale was 6 tons a week. 
e ■’ ' 932. Bor the supply of your customers ? Yes.

933. How much have you sent in ? Not much. We only buy fowls and eggs from the farmers.
934. Is it a good poultry district ? Yes.
935. Could you supply eggs to the Sydney market better than other districts ? I do not think so.
936. Can you send poultry in cheaper ? No. We cannot beat the northern rivers. The only advantage 
is that once the poultry leave this district they reach Sydney in a few hours, but from the northern rivers 
they have to go by steamers. Our eggs sell for fresh eggs, but the eggs from the northern rivers are only 
case eggs. At present we supply a lot of people in Bowral with eggs.
937. Are there many farmers round you who keep poultry ? Yes, a great number.
938. Is there any difficulty in getting eggs from them ? No. ' .
939. Could they increase their produce P Yes.
940. How many sawmills are there in the district ? Pour.
941. Do you think that the sawmill proprietors will object to pay a'sbilling per 100 feet for the carriage 
of the timber? I think not.
942. Do you think that the output is likely to be increased if the railway is made ? I believe that three 
times the quantity of timber that is sent away now would be sent if we had a railway.
943. That would make the quantity 50,000 feet a week ? Yes.
944. That would give a revenue of £1,000 a year P Yes ; and we have a grand district for making bricks. 
There is also freestone in the district, and if we had a railway any quantity of that would be sent away.
945. The Commissioners estimate that the goods passing through Mossvale and Bowral to the Kobertson 
district would be only £2,504, and that the revenue from the produce of the land would amount to only 
£465—do you consider that an under-estimate P Certainly. If we had a railway it would create new 
industries. We should send away more timber.
946. Your estimate of 50,000 feet of timber would give £1,000 a year—a large estimate as compared with 
that of the Commissioners of £465 ? Yes.
947. Could that be kept up for a considerable time ? I believe so.
948. Do you know anything about the timber reserves of the district ? I do.
949. Are they extensive ? I believe so
950. Have you been through them ? Not many of them.
951. What other sources of revenue would there be for the railway ? There is nothing that would pay 
the railway so handsomely as the passenger traffic. The climate of this district is very healthy. I have 
heard many visitors say that if there was a railway to Burrawang they would prefer the place to Bowral.
952. Are there many passengers to Eobertson and Burrawang ? No. There is no accommodation there ; 
no one will build.
953. Are the holdings in the district large or small ? Most of them are small ones, from 80 acres to 100 
acres.
954. Are the owners prosperous ? Yes.
955. Are the improvements good and permanent? Yes. When I came to Burrawang you could buy

■ land at £2 10s. an acre which will now bring £27 an acre at auction. ■
956. AVould the proposed railway increase the value of the land ? Yes ; very much.
957. What is the value of the land in the district now ? The average is about £25 an acre.
958. How much would the value be increased by the railway ? I think by about £10 an acre.
959. Then taking into consideration the various resources of the district, you think that the Commis
sioners have very much underestimated the revenue that would be derived from the railway ? I do not 
think that their estimate is a quarter of what it ought to be. There is another thing which I may 
mention. We are going to have a brewery at Burrawang, the water there having been found to be very 
good for brewing purposes. When the brewery is started it will materially increase the traffic.
960. How many tons a year do you think the brewery would cause to be brought to the railway ? I 
could not estimate the quantity.
961. What is the quality of the water that makes it so suitable for brewing ? I do not know. It will 
make excellent beer.

Has the district progressed during the last eighteen years ? It has.
Has the population'doubled itself ? It has more than trebled itself.

Mr. William Saunders, senior constable, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. Doioel.~] What is your position ? Eirst-class constable in charge of this district.
So far as you have observed, is the population of this district industrious and prosperous? Ye.s. 
What is the population of the district ? 5,000 or 6,000.
Do you collect statistics here for the Government ? Yes, the statistics have been collected, but not

kept.
968. What is the area of your district? I take the district for 3 miles on this side of Moss Yale out to 
Kangaroo Creek up to Eobertson, and half of East and West Kangaloon, also Yurrunga, Wild’s Meadow, 
and Burrawang.
969. How long have you collected the agricultural statistics ? I have collected them twice in this 
district.
970. Did they show a distinct increase on the second occasion ? Yes.
971. Then your statistics show that the district is going ahead? Yes.
972. Was that general ? Yes. There was an increase of fifty in the occupiers’ schedule in two years.
973. How many butter factories are there in the district ? Three, in my portion.
974. Does there appear to have been any increase in the stock of the district ? Yes.
975. Are the stock pretty good? Yes; very good. There are about 9,000 dairy cows, showing an 
increase of about a thousand during last year.
976. Any increase in the orchards? Yes; they are extending the orchards.
977. Is there any jperease in the land put under cultivation for vegetables ? Yes, in vegetables, not
including potatoes. 978.

962.
963.

Mr. 964. 
W. Saunders,
10F^Cl890. ggy'
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D78. Have you been able to compare this district with any 
070. 'Witli what result? Kather in favour of this district, 
business in the Illawarra district.
080. What about cabbages ? The cabbages grown here ar 
the market garden line produced here is of superior quality
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Mr. John Curtis, dairy farmer, sworn, and examined :—
981. Chairman.] Have you had anything to do with the butter factories in the district ? Tes. Mr. J. Curtis.
082. Which one ? The one at Eobertson ; I managed it.
983. How long? Twelvemonths. 10 Feb., 1890.
981. How many farmers send their milk to it ? I think the number is thirty-two.
985. Tou are not now the manager, are you ? Ho.
986. Ho you know the quantity of milk per acre that the farmers send to the factory? No.
987. Do you weigh the milk as it comes in ? Tes.
988. How much milk is there in each of the cans ? About 11 gallons.
989. What does that quantity of milk weigh ? The cans weigh about 116 lb., each when full.
990 How much butter would that quantity of milk produce? It takes from 21 lb. to 21 lb. of milk to 
make 1 lb. of butter.
991. Shall we say that the quantity of milk in the cans will produce an average of 22 lb. per can ? Tes.
992. Is there any great difference in the supply in winter and in summer ? Tes.
993. During how many months of the year are cows at their best? About six months.
994. They are worst in the coldest months ? They give as much milk in winter as they do in summer, 
except that in summer they are generally newly calved, and that makes a difference.
995. Something is due to the fact that they are fresh in milk ? Tes, and the grass is fresher too.
996. It is only cold weather that tells ? Cold weather makes no difference. The cattle in this district 
will milk as well in winter as those in any other district.
997. Is the milk richer in winter than in summer ? Tes.
998. Could the factory deal with more milk than it takes at present ? Tes.
999. Do you think that one factory is sufficient for the district? Tes.
1000. What area of land do you think a factory serves ? I. should think that our area is 2-1 miles square;
There are some farmers a little further away.
1001. One factory for every 2^ miles would be enough ? Tes.
1002. Have you calculated how many acres one factory would satisfy? No.
1003. Do people bring their milk a distance of 2! miles in each direction to the factory ? Tes, some
further than that. ^

Mr. James Lackey, market gardener, sworn, and examined : —
1004. Chairman.] What is your occupation ? I am a market gardener.
1005. Where is your market garden ? At Burrawang. j. Lackey.
1006. How long have you been growing market garden produce ? About two years and five months. r—
1007. Is it your own land ? No; it is rented land. ■ 10 Feb., 1890.
1008. Did you select the land as being specially suitable ? Tes.
1009. Did you think the slope of a hill better for your purpose than the flat ground ? In this district we 
get the water on the hill as well as on the flat ground. There is never as much frost on the hills as there 
is on the flat.
1010. Have you any spring in the side of the hill ? Tes, we have springs all over the place.
1011. Do you water the vegetables by hand? Last year we did.
1012. In the dry season you could irrigate that slope ? Tes. There is water running along the bottom 
which came out of the hill.
1013. But you want it on the top ? We can send it up with a water-mill.
1014. Tou have no spring on the top of the hill ? Tes, we have ; but tve could not get the same quantity 
of water there.
1015. Where is your market ? Sydney is our principal market.
1016. What do you pay for the carriage of cabbages to Moss Yale ? 10s. a ton. We formerly paid 15s.,
but, as we have been sending such large quantities, we got the charge reduced. The charge by railway 
from Moss Vale to Sydney is 8s. 8d. a ton, making altogether 18s. 8d.
1017. Can you pay those rates and sell your cabbages in Sydney at a profit ? Tes.
1018. If the proposed railway were made, what would be your rate ? About 2s. a ton.
1019. The 10s.-rate would be reduced to 2s. a ton ? Tes.
1020. Giving you an advantage of Ss. a ton ? Tes, and on the day that W'o cut the cabbages wre shall be 
able to truck them if -we have a railway. At present the cabbages are not trucked until the day after they 
have been cut, and this lowers their price in the market.
1021. What other garden produce can you grow ? Peas, Erench-beans, potatoes, and parsnips.
1022. Any carrots ? It would not pay to grow them at present.
1023. What will pay ? Peas, beans, cabbages, cauliflow'ers, and potatoes.
1024. Tou have tried all these? Tes.
1025. Which is the most profitable ? The cabbages. ’
1026. And which the next ? Peas at this time of the year. They are dear in Sydney now.
1027. Are you a month behind the Sydney season ? In the spring about two months.
1028. Then you have an advantage ? We have an advantage from Christmas up to May. The gardens 
about Sydney from Christmas to. May or June are without cabbages.
1029. Practically you have a different climate and can take advantage of the off seasons ? Tes ; cabbages 
grow better here in dry than in wet seasons.
1030. Tou have never had a drought ? We have been two months without rain, with nothing but slight 
fogs from the coast.

“ 34 («)—D 1031.
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1031. Do the fogs give moisture enough for the cabbages without watering ? They do.
1032. Did you suffer from want of water in the dry seasons ? We had a great deal more labour to do.

10 Feb 1890 Tv^ial wa7 "We had to water the plants when they were put out. When they are established
■’ ‘ in the ground they require no more watering.

1034. How many crops of cabbage can you take off in a year ? Two.
1035. Do you change the crops each year ? Yes ; we put the crops in in rotation.
1036. You do not put the same crop in twice ? We have done it.
1037. But you do not think it a wise thing to do ? The soil is very good, and at first it would do no harm.
1038. Suppose you could expand your cultivation tenfold, would you still have as good a market or would 
you flood the metropolis ? I think we should get a better market. The Chinese are decreasing in number, 
and that makes a better market for Europeans.
1039. At present you are beating the Chinese? Yes. There is not a gardener in the colony who sends 
to market the sort of vegetables that we send. Since Christmas we have sent about 140 tons of 
cabbages alone.
1040. What is the area of your garden? About 20 acres.
1041. Is all that used as a market garden? Yes. We have 43 acres altogether, but we are cultivating 
only 20 acres.
1042. How much of this district is suitable for market gardens ? A great deal. On the tops of the hills 

. cabbages grow better than on the flats. It is difficult to make some of the land ready for vegetables. The
stony ground is richer than the other.
1043. Is it better to leave the stones in the land ? Stones will make the ground hold moisture, but you 
cannot cultivate where there are stones.
1044. Is the stony ground better for fruit-trees ? Eruit-trees do not require rich ground.
1045. You say that you can grow vegetables and sell them to a profit, notwithstanding the heavy cost of 
carriage ? We are doing it.
1046. Do you pay 10s. a, ton for the carriage of your produce to Moss Yale ? Yes. We are selling our 
potatoes in Sydney at 4s. 9d. a cwt.
1047. What do you reckon a fair crop of potatoes ? Six tons an acre.
1048. Is that a fair average ? Yes, on good ground. On very good ground we can get 8 tons or 9 tons 
to the acre.
1049. What does it cost you to get a ton of potatoes off your land ? About 15s. for the labour, 10s. for 
the carriage to Moss Yale, and 8s. Sd. by the railway to Sydney. Of course we can take another crop off 
that land.
1050. Have you reckoned for the bags and commission ? We sell the stuff ourselves.
1051. If you can make potatoes pay why cannot your neighbours ? We have an advantage, because there 
is generally one of us in Sydney. When you sell your own stuff you get a better price than you would 
from an agent.
1052. You can do better for yourselves than anyone will do for you ? Yes.
1053. Still it takes your time ? Yes, but it pays. *
1054. You think that potatoes could be grown here even under the present conditions? Most decidedly. 
The dairymen here have to keep hands to milk the cows morning and evening, and those hands could put 
the potatoes in in the middle of the day.
1055. The same hands could do the potato patch? Yes ; and it would not make the area of grazing land
any less. They have to grow green stuff for the winter; and they could have the potatoes out in time to 
put in the green stuff for the cattle. ^
1056. Would that not exhaust the land? Ho; they have manure.
1057. Do you think that if they had a railway it would stimulate the production of potatoes ? Most 
decidedly it would. I do not think that there is a district in the country more suitable than Burrawang 
and Eobertson for the production of potatoes.
1058. You think that many who are not growing potatoes now would grow them if they had a railway ? 
Yes. At the present time potatoes from this district are bringing 15s. a ton more in the Sydney market 
than any other potatoes.
1059. Is that in virtue of their good quality ? Yes, and their freshness.
1060. And could you keep up the supply of potatoes all the year round from this district ? We could.
1061. Every month you could send something down ? We do send stuff every month, but not potatoes.
1062. Could you keep up the supply of potatoes ? Ho. We have not sufficient land.
1063. Could the district keep up the supply ? Yes. We keep up a supply of vegetables. We are only 
growing 5 acres or 6 acres of potatoes.
1064. Do you grow cauliflowers ? Yes.
1065. Do they fetch a good price ? They do.
1066. Does the crop ever disappoint you ? Ho ; sometimes we are disappointed with the seed that we get.
1067. Mr. Dowel.} How long have you been in the country ? Since 1882.
1068. Where did you gain your experience of growing vegetables ? In Ireland.

■rrr6 P°laloes.-*11 ll16 Court here a fair sample of what you grow in this district? Yes.
1070. Would you consider them good enough for any market in the world ? They are a little too large 
to bring the top price.
1071. Do you think you can grow all kinds of vegetables in the district if a railway is made and compete 
successfully with the Chinese ? Yes ; we are doing it now.
1072. Have you had any experience in the growing of fruit? Yes.
1073. Do you consider this climate suitable for fruit ? Hot for all kinds. It is suitable for pears, 
apples, plums, strawberries, gooseberries, currants, raspberries, and cherries.
1074. Do you think that orchards would be nrofitable ? Yes, very profitable. A great number of people
are planting orchards in the district. * ora.
1075. In anticipation of the railway? Yes. .

. Mr. George Schlaadt, dairy-farmer, sworn, and examined;— .
Chairman.} I understand that you have paid some attention to the minerals in this district ? I have. 
Where do you see the minerals cropping out ? About 2 miles from Eobertson.
Always in the gullies, is it not ? Hot always.

26 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.
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1079. What is the smallest depth below the surface of any coal-seam that you know of? 70 feet.
1080. What is the thickness of the thickest seam ? 16 feet.
1081. What is the quality of the coal ? It is good bright coal.
1082. Not the same as the Illawarra coal ? Better.
1083. Do you know of any shale in the district? Tes, in one place.
1084. What thickness is that ? It is 16 inches at the outcrop.
1085. Is it below the coal ? Tes.
1086. Is it in the same seam as the coal? No.
1087. Would it be difficult to get it out ? Not very.
1088. Would you mine a 16-in. seam ? No. I expect it would get thicker as I went further in.
1089. Do you think that the coal-seams in the districtwill be worked by tunnels in the sides of the cliffs? Tes.
1090. Will it be cheaper to take it to the upper or to the lower railway ? It would be folly to take it to Sydney.
1091. Is mining taken up in the district? I am waiting to take it up, and when I do so others will.
1092. Will it pay to mine coal here and send it to Sydney ? No. •
1093. Would it pay to mine the shale ? Tes.
1094. What is the quality of the coal ? I have not tested it; it bums bright.
1095. Tou cannot say whether it would find a market against the Newcastle coal? No.
1096. It would do for locomotive purposes ? Tes.
1097. Do you know the Berrima and the Mittagong coal ? Tes.
1098. Is the coal here superior to the Berrima coal? Tes.
1099. As far as you know the coal here is the best in the district ? Tes. _
1100. Are there any bands visible in the 16-feet seam? None visible where I have seen it.
1101. How far have you cut into it ? I have not cut into it at all.
1102. Then you have only seen the surface of it ? I took some of the coal away in bags and burned it.
1103. How far would the proposed railway be from the coal ? About 3 miles.
1104. A branch 3 miles long would take you to the mine ? Tes.
1105. Is it easy country in which to make a branch ? Tes.
1106. Do you think there would be a sufficient market in the town, and along the railway, to keep a 
mine going ? Tes, on a small scale; and it would give a few families a good living.
1107. But it would want certain appliances would it not ? Nothing considerable ; as the consumption 
increased the appliances would be increased.
1108. Do you know that a small trade does not pay ? It would not pay in some cases ; but we should 
not go too elaborately into the business at first.
1109. Tou would have to sink your pit ? No pit would have to be sunk at all.
1110. Tou would have to draw the coal up a distance of 170 feet ? That would easily be done.
1111. By an inclined railway? No; by water power—hydraulic lifts. We have the water power
■provided by nature, and the machinery would not cost much. •
1112. Have you that water power all the year round and in dry seasons ? Tes.
1113. The coal is sufficiently near the waterfall for you to get all the power that you want ? Tes; there 
is another product of this district, a sample of which I have with me—chrome.
1114. What is the value of it in the Sydney market ? £1 per cwt. '
1115. Is there any large quantity of it ? It is quite inexhaustible.
1116. Is there any market for it ? None until we can get it away.
1117. Would this be saleable ? Tes ; it would go to England. They take chrome from New Caledonia.
1118. Is this equal in quality to the article obtained from New Caledonia ? Tes.
1119. How far is this deposit from the proposed railway ? 2 miles, and about 1 mile distant from the coal.
1120. The same branch railway would do for the two ? It would carry both.
1121. How much could you supply ? At present a ton a day. If there was a railway I could employ 

"labour and get 30 tons a day.
1122. Have you tested this deposit ? It has been tested by the G-overnment Analyst.
1123. I mean as to the quantity ? It actually lies there wasting away.
1124. Is there enough of it exposed to enable you to fairly estimate tbe quantity ? There is a reservoir
where it comes ; it is deposited in clear water. If you take out a ton, on-the following morning there will 
be just as much more. The outcrop shows that it is inexhaustible. .
1125. Tou would take it from the deposit ? Erom the original spring.
1126. Mr. Dowel.'] Are there any other minerals in the district ? Any quantity of iron.
1127. Is there much iron ore about here ? Hundreds of acres of it. '
1128. All in close proximity to the coal ? Tes. Tou can pick up ore containing 70 per cent, of iron.
1129. There are large quantities of coal, ironstone, and chrome ? Tes ; and magnesia.
1130. Do you think that any iron industry could be started here ? The stuff is here; it only needs the
expenditure of capital. I have been for years fossicking about in the district. The place is full of 
minerals. There are diamonds, but they are very small. ’
1131. Have you ever obtained any diamonds ? No ; I thought I had one, but it turned out to be a garnet.
1132. Is the ironstone chiefly in pockets or is there a mountain of it ? It is an immense mass.
1133. And there is no great distance between the ironstone and the coal ? No ; there is coal under this 
building 80 feet deep.
1134. Is there timber in this district ? Any quantity.
1135. Is it good timber ? Tes.
1136. Chairman.] Tou know that this district has been formed very largely by dykes of basalt ? Tes, it 
is all volcanic country.
1137. Have you noticed whether there has been very much disturbance of the coal ? In my judgment 
none, because it lies on the level.
1138. Wherever you see the coal it is undisturbed ? Tes. '
1139. Mr. Dowel.] Have you had any analysis made of the kerosene shale ? I sent some to Sydney, and
we burned some on a candle. '
1140. What opinion is expressed about it ? They say that the seam is too small, but I am in hopes of 
finding a better seam.

: . Mr.

Mr.
Q-. Schlaadt. 

10 Feb., 1890.

Note {on revision) :—For 12 miles tbe land is taken up for mineral leases- 
coal lands—mineral lands on tbe north.

-about 4 miles south-east of Kobertson as
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Mr. William Moses, auctioneer, sworn and examined:—
Chairman.'] Where do you reside ? At Wild’s Meadows.
What is your occupation ? I am an auctioneer.
Do you sell produce and land ? Land and stock, principally.
What is the average value of farming land here ? From £20 to £25 an acre.
AVhat does it fetch in its unimproved state ? £15 an acre. JSTear the township here it has been

sold at £70 an acre.
1140. What does it cost to clear the land ? £10 an acre.
1147. It would come to £25 an acre before it was cleared, and take three years to do it ? Tes.
1148. If the proposed railway were made would it increase the productiveness of the district? I believe 
it would very much.
1149. Would it increase the value of the land ? Tes.
1150. How much ? I believe it would make a difference of 50 per cent, on the average.
1151. More than that near the railway stations ? Tes, 100 per cent, in some cases.
1152. How long have you been here ? Twenty-five years.
1153. Has the quality of the dairy stock improved while you have been here? It has, and is improving 
yearly. People, are taking more trouble in breeding and in the selection of their herds.
1154. Do you think that the district is in its fullest condition of productiveness ? It is not.
1155. Would the productiveness of the district be increased by new land being brought under cultivation, 
or by the improvement of the land now held ? It would be increased by new sources of industry on the 
land now held.
1156. The good land is taken up ? It is occupied, but not all cleared yet.
1157. Do you think that a railway would greatly increase the productiveness of the district? I do.
1158. What would people go into in preference to dairying ? I do not think they wmuld relinquish dairying, 
but there are other things which could be carried on in connection with it—market-gardening and other 
things would be gone into. Market-gardening was never thought of formerly.
1159. Then the market-gardeners who came into the district have taught the old settlers something?
Tes, as far as produce is concerned. ■
1160. Perhaps a few more immigrants would be an advantage ? I have not the slightest doubt about it. 
The settlers have perhaps not had any opportunity of doing more than make a living by dairy farming. 
They probably have not been able to embark in any other enterprise.
1161. Lou mean that they have been struggling into a position? Tes.
1162. Tou think they are now able to go into other industries? Tes. If they had railway communica
tion they would grow potatoes and go into market gardening. I do not think that those who arc engaged 
in dairy farming would grow vegetables, but others would do so. Farmers can grow potatoes.
1163. Any ordinary dairyman could grow potatoes, but not cabbages and cauliflowers ? They have not 
the knowledge and time for that.
1164. It would have to be done by special market gardeners ? Tes.
1165. Do you think the fruit industry would stand on the same footing ? Tes.
1166. Tou do not think the dairymen would have orchards ? Not to any great extent.
1167. Tou think that that would have to be gone into by orchardists ? Tes.
1168. What would you consider a fair quantity of land here fit for growing potatoes? I believe about
three-fourths of the land is fit for that. ' -
1169. It would pay better than dairying ? Not better.
1170. What land do you consider to be embraced in the 50,000 acres of good land in this district? A 
portion of Kangaloon, Burrengarry, the portion within reach of the proposed railway line to the Pheasant 
Ground, and all the other country within easy distance of the line.
1171. Tou think that this line would accommodate about 50,000 acres of good land ? Tes, about 500 
holdings.
1172. What proportion of the land would be fit for orchards ? If the orchards will grow as I have seen
them, the whole of it. I believe that the meadow land is more suitable than the high land ; ,but I have 
seen good fruit on the high land. ' ’
1173.. Considering the present price of milk, do you think the farmers are acting wisely in turning their 
milk into butter? Tes, under existing circumstances. They have no proper means (if transit between 
hero and Moss Vale.
1174. Suppose that the railway only came to_Burrawang or Wild’s Meadows, would it pay the farmers to 
send their milk to Sydney at 4d. a gallon ? It would not pay at 4d. per gallon. They get 3|-d. and 4d. 
a gallon at the factories.
1175. The milk trade has gone off. Is that not owing to the competition of the Kiama line ? I don’t 
think so._ It is owing to the difficulty the farmers here have in getting their produce to the market.
1176. Did they give up the Fresh Food and Ice Company or did the company give them up ? I think it 
would not pay the company, tbe cost of haulage is too great.
1177. Did the company collect the milk ? In some cases they did.
1178. In other cases did the farmer send it in ? Each sent his own.
1179. Do you consider the roads bad in this district? Not at the present time.
1180. They have improved since you came here ? Tes, very much.
118L. As far as you know the people here are fairly prosperous ? Tes.
1182. And they are still prospering ? Tes.
1183. The district is steadily going ahead ? Tes.
1184. It is better now than it was two years ago ? It is better than it was twenty years ago.
1185. Is it better than it was five years ago ? Oh yes.
1186. And your business is increasing ? It has increased.
1187. Mr. Garrard.] Do you know anything about the Kangaloon district? I do.
1188. Do you think that if the line was brought along the northern side of the Wingecarribee Swamp it 
would serve the West Kangaloon people ? Ilndoubtedly.
1189. Would it benefit the people here more to have the connection with the main line at Bowral than to 
have it at Moss Vale ? It would make very little difference. It will accommodate more people if the 
connection is at Moss Vale. It will pass through more populous country than it would by the Bowral

Mr.
W. Moses. 
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1190. The country between Moss Yale and Burrawang is comparatively worthless ? The country between 
Bowral and Burra'wang is the same.
1101. The only difference is that a line starting from Bowral, traversing the northern edge of the 
"Wingecarribee Swamp, crossing the Sheepwash going over to Wild’s Meadows, wmuld tap all the rich 
lands, leaving out only the inferior country between Burrawang and Moss Yale? There is very little 
difference between the two. The line from Bowral to Kobertson would be half-a-mile longer than the 
other.
1192. Then, by having the connection at Bowrral, 6 miles of haulage on the main line would be saved ? 
It may be that a large amount of traffic will go up the country. To a great extent the Yarrunga 
traffic will.
1193. What is there at Yurrunga ? A considerable quantity of good land. It is a large potato-producing
district. -
1194!. It will be tapped nearly 5 miles from Moss Yale ? No ; at Wild’s Meadows, 10 miles from Moss Yale.
1195. Then, if the line comes by Bowral, will it not do as well ? Yes. ‘
1196. At the Sheepwash we should catch the West Kangaloon traffic ? Yes; Bowral gets that traffic at 
present.
1197. Would not West Kangaloon people sooner put their goods on the railway at the Sheepwash than 
pay for cartage ? Yes.
1198. Then over that branch the traffic would go ? Yes.
1199. Coming over the Sheepwash to where the line for Moss Yale is, it would catch the traffic you' 
anticipate for the proposed line at Wild’s Meadows ? Yes.
1200. So that, in addition to the traffic you expect to get by the present route, it would take the West
Kangaloon traffic ? Yes. '
1201. And all the Burrawang and Wild’s Meadows people would be saved that G miles of haulage ? Y'es, 
in sending to Sydney.
1202. Is not Sydney the principal market ? Yes. , ■
1203. Would it not be better to take the Bowral route ? It may be, but there is considerable difference 
of opinion about it.
1204. You have no interest in Moss Yale ? At present I have very little interest in the district at all.
1205. I suppose that the people of the Kobertson district do not love the people of Moss Yale any more 
than the people of Bowral ? I do not suppose that there is any love lost among them. Moss Yale is our 
legitimate centre. The roads lead to it, and the Court of Petty Sessions and the Land Office are there.
1206. You want to get to Sydney as cheaply as possible ? Yes.
1207. And you ’want to see as much traffic as possible for the local line to justify its construction ? Yes.
1208. Do you think that the people will be prepared to pay on the branch line rates 25 or 50 per cent, 
higher than those charged on the main line rather than not get the proposed railway ? Yes, I believe so.
1209. How long do you think it would be before the line would pay the interest on the outlay and the 
working expenses—£6,577 a year ? I believe it would pay within two years.
1210. The construction of the line would lead to a great deal of trade and productiveness ? To develop
ments of all sorts.
1211. Mr. Dowel.-] Do you know the route of the line ? I do.
1212. Do you think that the line, as staked out, will serve most of the population ? Yes, it will serve 
the bulk of the inhabitants.
1213. Are the people in favour of this line as it is staked out ? lean say without hesitation that the 
great majority of the people are in favour of the line from Moss Yale to Kobertson.
1214. Do you think that the Commissioners’ estimate of £465 as the revenue to be derived from the
goods traffic on the line is a fair estimate ? No ; I think it is an absurd estimate. .
1215. What would your estimate be ? I have not made any calculations.
1216. The quantity of goods to and from Moss Yale is estimated to be 2,504 tons ? That is too low an
estimate. .
1217. What articles could you name that would increase it ? Live stock. There would be about 1,500 
pigs and 6,000 calves a year which at present are killed.
1218. What do you pay for calves ? A shilling a head.
1219. What would these bring if carried on the railway at 3d a head ? About £100.
1220. What wmuld be your estimate for the carriage of live stock between Robertson and Moss Vale ? 
I should, say about £250 a year.
1221. I suppose there are storekeepers in the district ? There are.
1222. And they take a considerable number of tons of stuff, don’t they ? Yes. Another source of revenue 
has been overlooked. In winter time a great deal of fodder is brought into the district, but not as much 
as would be brought if there was a railway. If we had a railway not only would fodder be carried but 
also large quantities of maize for pig fattening and manure for improving the land.

Mr.
. W. Moses. 
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Can you say how many storekeepers would be served by the line ? Nine or ten.
Do you think that on the average they pay £50 a year for carriage ? I think they pay a little

Do they pay £100 ? Yes,
That would be £1,200 a year, would it not ? Yes. .
At half rates the revenue would amount to more than the Commissioners’ estimate ? Yes.
Besides the storekeepers’ goods there would be a considerable traffic to the settlers, would there 
Yes.

Do you think there could be a traffic in timber between Kobertson and Moss Yale ? I think there 
would considering the large output of timber at present.
1230. Arc you satisfied that the route of the proposed line is tbe best that could be adopted ? I am, 
taking all things into consideration.

Mr.
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Mr. ~W. R. Ilindmarah, sworn, and examined:—
Hindmarsh Chairman.'] How long have you resided in this district ? Seven years.
_ * 1232. I understand that you can give us some particulars as to the number of cattle in the district ? Tes.

10 Feb. 1890. ^ the present time we have in the district 9,097 milch cows, 2,696 ordinary cattle, 908 horses, and 1,800 
’ * pigs. There are four factories in operation in the district, producing 450 tons of butter per annum.

Private dairies in the district are producing 130 tons of butter per annum, mating a total of 580 tons per 
annum, or 61,986 kegs of 601b. each.
1233. Is that without the weight of the keg? Tes. In twelve months we send out of this district 692 
cases of eggs and 178 coops of poultry. Two-thirds of the calves from the 9,097 milch cows would be 
sent to Sydney if we had railway communication, but under present circumstances they are all killed.
1234. How many are killed each year ? About 6,000.
1235. Mr. Garrard.] How did you get these figures ? I collected the information from the statistics 
which have been taken.
1236. Prom the “ Statistical Register ?” I got part of the information from returns that were sent to the 
stock inspector.
1237. Does he provide the official statistics for publication ? I do not know that he does.
1238. How does he collect his information—by going round to the farmers ? The figures in regard to 
the butter were got from the factories and from the carriers.
1239. But a large quantity of the butter is the product of private farmers ? We get the information 
about that from the storekeepers who carry it in.
1240. Can you rely on the figures as being correct ? Tes ; except some for the cattle in the Mittagong 
and Pheasant Ground districts. I had to make them up, as they had not been taken.
1241. What area does that embrace ? Part of Kangaloon, Burrawang, Wild’s Meadows, Robertson, and 
the Pheasant Ground.
1242. Tou have only included that district which will use the line if it is made ? Tes.
1243. Had you anything to do with the Committee who conferred with Mr. Harper when he was collecting 
information? Ho.
1244. Do you know what is the Commissioners’ estimate of the interest on the outlay and working 
expenses ? Tes ; £6,500.
1245. Do you think that the traffic would pay that ? Not at present.
1246. How long would it be before it did ? I should say from two to three years.
1247. Of course you are taking the most hopeful view of it? We have calculated what the increase 
would be if we had a railway.
1248. If you had a railway would the calves which are killed now be sent to Sydney ? Tes ; just as they 
are on the coast.
1249. We are told that the present cost of carriage for calves is Is. a head ;—if the railway carried them 
for 9d. would that lead to their being sent to Sydney ? Tes; if we kill the calves we only get the skin.

Mr. Henry Kennedy, farmer, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. Garrard.] What is your occupation ? Parmer, at Central Kangaloon.
How long have you been residing there ? I have lived in the district since 1862.
What area of land have you ? 150 acres.
What are you engaged in ? Dairying.
Any cultivation ? Tes; I have between 7 and 8 acres of potatoes in.
Where do you find a market ? In Sydney.
What portion of the main line do you take them to ? To Bowral.
How many miles have you to go ? About 11 miles.
How far is the centre of Kangaloon from this place ? 4 or 5 miles.
Do you make your own butter ? No ; I send the milk to the factory.
How many cows are you milking ? Between thirty-five and forty.
Did you at any time send milk to the metropolis ? I supplied the- Presh Pood and Ice Co., who 

took delivery at West Kangaloon.
1262. What did you get then ? It is so long since that I cannot tell.
1263. Tbe establishment of the factory has caused you to leave off sending milk to Sydney ? The Presh 
Pood and Ice Company did not remain long in the district.
1264. If a line was constructed to Robertson by the route now before us would you send any of your 
produce to Robertson to go to the metropolis ? No, if I was in the farming line I would not.
1265. Supposing the line was constructed to Robertson* from Bowral and the Sheepwash route and the 
station there, do you think the Kangaloon people would send their produce there P It is most likely that 
they would. If they had to go that far with the team they would, perhaps, almost as soon go to Bowral.
1266. How far is Kangaloon from the Sheepwash ? About 5 miles.
1267. It is possible that a large number would avail themselves of a station at the Sheepwash ? Tes.
1268. Do you know the district round here ? Tes, all of it.
1269. Has there been a large increase in the productiveness of the district ? Tes, and there would be a 
still greater increase if the farms were all thoroughly cleared, but they are not.
1270. Do you think there is sufficient trade in produce to justify the construction of a line, the annual 
expenditure in connection with which would be £6,577 ? I do not know.
1271. If the estimate of the Railway Commissioners, after due inquiry, is, that the present trade of the 
district would cause a loss of £4,000 a year, do you think that in the course of a few years the revenue 

.would be increased up to £6,500 a year? I could not say.
1272. Do you think that the East Kangaloon people would bring their produce here if there was a 
railway to Robertson ? I think some of them might; it is no great distance.
1273. How many miles is it ? About 3 miles.
1274. Tou think that people 3 miles from Robertson would bring their produce here if a line was 
constructed ? Some of them would.
1275. Do they bring it here now ? No, it goes to Bowral.

Mr.
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# Note.—The last clause of my reply refers to the present surveyed line from Bowral to Eobertson.
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Mr. Henry James Balch, grazier, sworn, and examined:—
1276. Chairman.'] How long have you resided in the district ? Twenty-eight years.
1277. I understand that you have given some attention to the character of the soil in the district ? Tes.
1278. Are you a horticulturist ? Ho; my horticulture is confined to the production of things for my 
own use.
1279. Can you speak as to the value of the soil for plants, flowers, and fruits ? Tes.
1280. Is this a good district for fruit-growing ? I am situated to the east of Eobertson, facing the sea—
our land is well suited for market-gardening. '
1281. Do you think it is better than Wild’s Meadows ? It would be a month earlier, as we have less frost.
1282. Would you be earlier than the Sydney market-gardens? Ho; we should come in a little later.
1283. Then in this district you have practically two climates ? Tes. Where I am situated the climate is 
something between those of Illawarra and Burrawang.
1284. It is not so warm as the Illawarra climate, but it is warmer than the Burrawang climate? Tes.
1285. The soil is the same as in the district generally ? Tes. . , .
1286. Have you experimented in the growing of vegetables ? Tes; from the first for my own use, and to 
see what the land would do. The first thing that I grew was broccoli—that was in 1864. I took a couple 
of heads to Sydney, and showed them to a person there, and he said he had never seen anything like them 
before. He offered me 30s. a dozen for them. The heads which I took down weighed 91b. each.
1287. Can you grow cabbages successfully ? Tes.
1288. Can you grow endive ? I have not tried.
1289. Parsnips? Tes. ,
1290. Can you grow spinach, onions, and lettuce ? Tes, and asparagus. In England this article 
requires the highest cultivation, and you can get nothing like the result that we get here. I have never 
seen anything equal to it.
1291. Do you grow celery ? I have not grown it, but it could be successfully grown. I have not 
succeeded so well with cauliflowers.
1292. Have you tried artichokes ? Tes, with success. . .
1293. Tou can only speak as to the facilities for growing these things, not as to the chance of selling 
them at a profit in the market ? Asparagus would be a most profitable vegetable to grow, and rhubarb 
also. I could grow it by the ton.
1294. How much per acre do you consider a fair yield for potatoes ? I have grown 10 tons to the acre. 
I should consider 6 tons a fair average.
1295. Have you sent any to Sydney ? Ho. Before the roads were opened here I grew a great many 
potatoes, and sold them in the district.
1296. Tour land is dairy land ? Tes ; but at the present time I am fattening stock.
1297. Does that pay as well as dairying? Ho; but it suits me better, as I am getting advanced in
years. <
1298. Could your land be used profitably for fruit-growing ? Tes ; but the principal factor is left out 
in considering this matter. To attempt to grow crops without a liberal supply of manure is ridiculous.
1299. Even in this rich soil ? It would be impossible to grow good potatoes without giving a liberal 
supply of manure.
1300. What manure do you think would be required ? I should use as a compost bone-dust, lime, salt, 
and slaughter-house manure—2 or 3 cwt. to the acre.
1301. If a railway were made, and improved farming gone into, it is your opinion that manuring must be
resorted to ? Tes ; it would be an utter failure without it. ,
1302. Do you think that those who have calculated the returns have made a fair allowance ? I do not
think they calculated it at all. If the railway were made we should send down a great deal more goods. 
It is not only the quantity of the produce, but also the quality that must be considered. Potatoes 
cannot be grown on exhaustive soil. .
1303. Mr. Garrard^] We have been told this morning that with railway communication some things 
which it does not at present pay to send to market would be grown and sent to Sydney; do you think 
that is a fact ? Tes.
1304. But if you were going to add the cost of manure, would not that swallow up the margin which the 
railway facilities would give ? Ho ; I think that if I spent 10s. in manuring I should get 20s. or 30s. 
back for it.

Mr.
H. 3. Balch, 
10FeCl890.

Mr. Joseph Paul Lawler, builder, sworn, and examined :—
1305. Chairman.] How long have you resided iu the district ? About twenty years.
1306. What is your occupation ? I am a builder.
1307. Tou are thoroughly intimate with the quality of stone and brick required for building purposes ? 
Tes.
1308. Can you produce good bricks in this district ? Tes, as good as can be got.
1309. What sort of soil do you make the bricks of? Almost from the surface—down 7 or 8 feet.
1310. Of this chocolate soil? Ho; from Moss Tale down to Burrawang. .
1311. Off that inferior quality of land ? Tes, the poorer land.
1312. They can make as good bricks at Moss Vale as you can make at Wild’s Meadows, can they not? 
They can make a good brick at Moss Vale ; there is no difference.
1313. Then the local demand can be supplied in Moss Vale ? They have not a great supply in Moss Vale.
1314. Then there is no need for the railway to be made in order that Moss Vale should be supplied with 
bricks ? Ho.
1315. The only demand for bricks here is for their use in the district ? Tes.
1316. A brick-making company would not give much traffic ? The only thing I was thinking of was that 
bricks might be supphed for the making of the railway itself.
1317. Would the brick industry supply business to the railway ? It would from Moss Vale across the 
mountains.
1318. What about the stone in the district ?
131.9. Has it a fine grain ? Tes, and cuts well.

It is equal to the Pyrmont stone.

Mr.
J. P. Lawler. 

lOEVbqlSgO.

1320.
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Does it harden with exposure ?. Yes ; it is harder than at first.
How far is the quarry from the proposed line ? There are several of them. There is one at Burrawang. 
There is only one on the line of route ? Yes, on the reserve.
This is in the sandstone ? It is proper freestone, not sandstone.
I suppose there are only patches of this superior stone ? That is all. At the back of Robertson 
is an unlimited quantity of stone on the top of the coal-measure.

1325. Have you worked any of this stone ? Yes, a large quantity. A lot of it is used in Robertson, but it is 
got at Burrawang. Some has gone to Moss Vale. It wears better than the Sydney stone, and is more easily cut.
1326. Is the stone on private property or on Government land ? On Government land.

Mr. Robert Mansfield Graham, auctioneer, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. E. M. 1327. Chairman.'] "Where do you reside ? At Robertson.
Graham. 1328. What is your occupation ? Auctioneer.

1329. How long have you been in business ? Four years.
10 Feb., 1890. 1330. Do you find that the value of stock is improving in the district since you have been here P Yes, 

very much.
1331. Do you find that the farm is improving? Yes.
1332. If you had to let a farm what rent could you get for it ? A great deal depends upon the position 
of the farm. The usual rent of farms fairly well cleared is £1 an acre. They are not thoroughly cleared.
1333. Do you know what is the difiference between renting here and renting in the Shoalhaven District ? 
Yes. Rents are much higher in the Shoalhaven District—in some cases double what they are here.
1331. Would you think from that that the land in the Shoalhaven Distinct is twice as productive as the 
here? No.
1335. Then the farmers there must be worse oif than the farmers here ? Yes.
1336. They must slave hard to make money ? Yes ; but they have water communication.
1337. If you had to sell a fairly-cleared farm, what would it fetch ? I have been selling them at an 
average of from £22 to £25 an acre. We have sold them up to £27 10s. an acre.
1338. If a railway were made to Robertson, what additional value would it give to the land ? Prom £5 
to £10 an acre at least.
1339. What is the most ? I have no hesitation in saying that if a railway were made good farms would 
bring £40 an acre.
1340. If you had a piece of original scrub still left, say a 40-acre patch, what would that fetch at auction? 
Prom £13 to £15 or £16 an acre, according to the position.
1341. Is it your opinion that this district is steadily improving? It is.
1342. And occupiers are prosperous? They are.
1343. Do you think that if the railway were made that dairying would be given up for market-gardening, 
orchard cultivation, or potato-growing? I believe there would be dairy-farming, because it is less 
expensive to the producers than anything else, but I have no hesitation in saying that fruit and potato 
growing would be much more extensively gone into.
1344. Suppose the railway were made to the foot of the good ground, say Burrawang or Wild’s Meadows, 
do you think that would be sufficient to give a stimulus to cultivation ? Yes.
1345. And that would be the cheapest part of the line to make ? Yes.
1346. And if the country spend only the comparatively small sum necessary, that would be a great 
benefit? Yes, to Wild’s Meadow, Yurrunga, and Burrawang residents.
1347. Would that railway do for the district? It would not be of great benefit to Eobertson residents, 
because if the terminus were at Wild’s Meadow the railway would then be 6i miles from Robertson by 
the present main or mail coach road ; and the cost of cartage is at present (and would be) 7s. 6d. per ton— 
the road is very hilly and only partly metalled.
1348. Do you think such a line would be a payable one? Not just at present, but I am perfectly satisfied
that it would pay in a short time. “
1349. Your knowledge of the district makes you say that confidently ? Yes.
1359. Mr. Dowel.] Have you made yourself well acquainted with the district and the people ? Yes.
1351. Do you know the staked line ? I do.
1352. Do you know the end wffiere it is staked out for a terminus ? Yes.
1353. Is that a suitable place for a terminus? It was simply measured to the boundary of the township. 
It was afterwards thought of having the terminus further in the town.
1354. Do you know where the site of the terminus was to be ? It was not decided upon.
1355. Do you think that the present terminus is a suitable one ? I daresay it would be fairly suitable.
1356. Could it be carried further with advantage ? It might be carried with advantage to the Government 
reserve at the back of the town—that site would be the most suitable for the majority.

Mr. James Alcorn, dairy-farmer, sworn, and examined:—
' Mr. 1357. Mr. Garrard.] What is your occupation ? Dairy-farmer, residing at East Kangaloon, about 3 miles 

J. Alcorn, from Robertson. ”
------ 1358. What area of land have you ? I have 200 acres of my own and I rent 100 acres.

10 Feb., 1890. p359_ J)0 y0U uge y0ur lancl for grazing ? I do at present; some time ago I was dairying.
1360. Are you fattening cattle? They are principally young cattle that I have. I sell them in spring.

' 1361. If this line was constructed to Robertson, do you think that the people of East Kangaloon would
use it, or would they go to Bowral as they do now instead of coming to Robertson ? It would depend a 
great deal on the difference in the carriage. We are much nearer to Robertson than Bowral. '
1362. May I ask the reason why you left off dairying? There is not so much hard work in connection 
with what I am at at present.
1363. Then you think that if the railway rates were the same as they are on the main line the East
Kangaloon people would come here ? Most of them would. •
1364. If a line were constructed from Bowral to Wild’s Meadows and Robertson, via the Sheepwash, do 
you think that the people of West Kangaloon would send their produce to a station at the Sheepwash ? 
I do not think it would be any improvement, where the line is surveyed.
1365. It would save 5 miles ? The carrier would not make any difference, as he would have to go off the
main line for a distance of one and three-quarter miles. 1366.

Mr. 1320.
J. P. Lawler. 1321
/ 1329

10 Feb., 1890. Jg23
1324.
there
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1366. How far is Kangaloon proper from the sheepwash ? About 5 miles. ^r-
1367. And about 10 miles from Bowral ? Not quite,—about 7 miles. It is 11 miles from Bowral to "• -^lcorn-
Kangaloon, and about 7 miles to tbe Sheepwash. l<TlVb^l890
1368. Tou think tbe probabilities are that when the Kangaloon carriers have got their load on they ’’ '
would as soon go to Bowral as stop at a station at the sheepwash ? Tes. '
1369. Do you know the district about Wild’s Meadows ? Tes.
1370. Do you think that if a railway were constructed it would be likely to yield a return of over £6,000 
a year? It might not at present, but if connected with the Illawarra line it would; I mean with the 
Illawarra line at Bottle Forest.
1371. Have you been over the land between here and the Forest? I have been half way.
1372. Does not that run through the Sydney water supply reserve ? Some of it does.
1373. Tou could not get much from that to make the line pay ? No ; it would shorten the distance very 
much from Moss Tale to Sydneyg—it is supposed to be 30 miles shorter.
1374. But if the country is not contributing revenue to the line it would be rather a dear line, would it
not ? I think it would more than pay the cost of construction in the shape of land which they would 
sell between here and the Forest. •
1375. How could they sell the land if it was reserved for the water supply ? The G-overnment could 
easily revoke the reserve.
1376. Chairman^ Is the country level between here and the part you have referred to ? Tes.
1377. Is it an easy route for a railway ? Tes, as far as I have been.
1378. Is it not intersected with gorges ? With very few'—none, considering.
1379. How far have you been ? Out on the mountains opposite Dapto.
13,80. Have you any idea of the distance from here to Waterfall, on the Illawarra line ? I cannot say.
1381. How do you know it will save half the distance ? Surveyors who have been over it have reported so.
1382. What surveyor ? I could not say just now.
1383. Do you know anyone who has ever been over the whole length of it ? X man named Shipman, 
and a man named Coleville, have been right through it.
1384. And they have told you that there would be no difficulty in constructing a line ? No engineering 
difficulties.
1385. Where do you send your produce now ? I generally sell my stock to the auctioneer, or sell them 
privately in the neighbourhood.
1386. Do you think the district would by-and-bye be able to pay the working expenses of the line, and 
the interest on the cost of construction ? I think it would increase the traffic very much.
1387. Would considerably more land have to be brought under cultivation before the railway would pay?
More and more land is coming under cultivation, by clearing and so on.
1388. Do you think the Kangaroo Valley people would send their produce to the line at Wild’s Meadows ?
It would be nearer to them than Moss Vale, of course.
1389. Where do they send it now, to the coast or to Moss Vale ? Both ways.
1390. If. the railway were continued from Kiama to Nowra would they take their produce there ? Nearly 
half of it.
1391. Tou think that half the produce of the Kangaroo Valley goes to Moss Vale, and that if the railway 
were constructed it would go to Wild’s Meadows ? Tes.
1392. Tou do not think that, like the Kangaloon people, once having the load on they would go on to 
Moss Vale ? I could not give an opinion on that question.

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—EAILWAY PEOM MOSS TALE TO EOBEETSON. 33

Mr. J. W. limbs, dairy farmer, sworn, and examined:—
1393. Chairman.~\ Whore do you reside ? At the Pheasant Ground.
1394. How long have you been there ? Twenty-five years.
1395. To what use do you put your land ? It is mostly used for dairy purposes
1396. Have you tried potato-growing ? Tes.
1397. Did it pay you ? Oh, yes, except for the freights.
1398. Did potato-growing pay better than dairying? We can use some land for potato-growing and 
some for dairy purposes.
1399. How much land have you this year under potatoes ? About 5 acres. A great many are rotting
through this last rain. ”
1400..Do you feel that you have au inducement to extend your potato-growing as matters stand noiv ? 
No ; it is not advisable to grow many, the freight is so high. We have to pay over 30s. a ton for the 
produce that we send away.
1401. Suppose you were at Wild's Meadows and could get your potatoes carried for 10s. a ton, would it 
pay you to grow them then? No doubt it would. At present the storekeepers are the only carriers, and 
they do as they like.
1402. Would it pay you if your potatoes were carried for 10s. a ton ? It would.
1403. As well as dairying ? We could do a little of each. -
1404. If you could be certain that you could get your potatoes carried for 10s. a ton, would you grow
potatoes every year ? Tes. ”
1405. How many ? About 10 acres.
1406. How large is your property ? 120 acres freehold, and 140 acres of leasehold.
1407. About one-tenth you put under potatoes ? Tes. '
1408. And you think that that is about what each farmer would do if the carriage were reduced to 10s. ■*
N o doubt. ° • '

y°u fhmk a farmer could carry on market gardening as well as potato growing and dairying? 
Tes, if he had any family. i b b j &
1410 Do. you think that growing vegetables for the market requires special skill ? I think most farmers 
could do it if they liked to turn their minds to it.
1411. Do you think that if a railway were maeje any considerable number of farmers would put any 
quantity ot land into market gardening? Tes. ’ - ; ‘ 1 J

' 31 (a)—E' "'' • v. 1412.

Mr.
J. W. limbs.

10 Feb., 1890.
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Mr. 1412. Would you ? I would put 10 or 12 acres in at least. .
J. W.Timbs. 1413, If you had railway communication would you put 20 acres of your land under cultivation? Tes, 

would be as much as I could keep going.
10 e ., 90> 1414, And other farmers would do the same ? Tes.

34 PABIilAMENTAEY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEKS.

Mr. Hugh Johnson, dairy farmer, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. 1415. Chairman.~\ Where do you reside ? Two miles out of Kobertson, to the east.

H. Johnson. 1410, How long have you been there ? Twenty-seven years. 
lon^h^iQQo 1417. How much land have you ? 250 acres, freehold,

bob., 1890. 24pg_ To what use do you put it ? Dairying and cultivaton.
1419. What do you cultivate ? Potatoes.
1420. Does it pay you to send potatoes to Moss Vale? Not at present.
1421. How much have you lost by it ? I cannot exactly say. •
1422. Did you pay for the carriage, or did you sell them in Robertson ? Some I sold here and some I 
sent out hy teams.
1423. Which paid you best ? Those I sent by teams.
1424. Were they fetched from your farm or did you bring them into Robertson ? If the carrier had come 
to my place the charge would have been £1 a-ton ?
1425. Have you paid £1 a ton ? Tes.
1426. If you could get them carried for 10s. a ton would it pay? Tes.
1427. What proportion of land will it then pay you to put under potatoes ? It will be according to the 
inducement.
1428. What would you risk ? I would risk 10 or 15 acres. ,
1429. And you could manage that, in conjunction with your dairy farming? Tes.
1430. That would be as much as you could manage, I suppose ? Tes, at present; but if there were more 
inducements, I would go into it more largely.
1431. Suppose you had better inducements, how much more land would you cultivate ? The whole of it
except a few acres which are too rough to clean up. ■
1432. How many years could you work without manure ? I think, two or three years. The land would 
have to be occasionally manured.
1433. Then the best way would be to cultivate a fresh 10 acres each year ? That is what we do.
1434. Then a certain portion of the land is fit for potatoes ? But we do not account for more than that 
land being under potatoes every year. It would not pay to put the whole under potatoes.
1435. Although the land here is good, only a portion of it would be under potatoes if the market were 
ever so good ? Only a portion.
1436. What else could you grow ? We could grow hay.
1437. Would it pay you better to grow hay than to grow grass ? I think it would some years.

Mr. John Thomas Hayter, farmer, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. 1438. Chairman.~\ Where do you reside ? At Turrunga.

J. T. Hayter. 1439-40. How much do you farm ? About 100 acres.
/——s 1441. If the railway were made what station on the line would you go to ? No doubt there would be a 

10 Feb., 1890. station near Kelly’s Creek.
1442. The line goes right through your property, does it not ? Tes, this does, and also the one from 
Bowral to Wild’s Meadows.
1443. That is a cross-line ? Tes.
1444. Tou know that country well then. Suppose that the cross-line instead of being where it is marked 
on the map were more to the east, would it not go on a more level route ? No, on a rougher route.
1445. Do you think that that connecting line between the two is the best that can be marked out ? Tes.
1446. Did you see the surveyor when he was marking that line? Tes.
1447. Tou went and showed him what you thought would be the best line ? Tes.
1448. Suppose he came through Baxter’s land would that be an easier route ? No, it goes into a hill.
1449. Is your farm on the rich land ? No, it is on the poor land.
1450. Have you any of the rich land ? Tes, 500 acres.
1451. To what use do you put it ? Dairy farming.
1452. Tou have not tried potato-growing? Tes, twelve years ago.
1453. The roads were bad then were they not ? Tes.
1454. Do you find any inducement at the present time to grow potatoes? Tes.
1455. Do you think you can grow them and make them pay ? Tes, I have tried them and they have 
paid.
1456. Do they pay as well as dairying ? Dairying is not so laborious as growing potatoes. Potatoes will 
grow well and pay well, even at the present rates.
1457. "What does it cost you to get your produce to market? 10s. a ton from Turrunga.
1458. Have you grown potatoes at both places ? No, only at Turrunga.
1459. Is it good potato land ? Tes, it yields 6 tons to the acre.
1460. And you are keeping up that industry ? I have let it drop a good deal lately.
1461. What are you doing ? Auctioneering.
1462. What do you mostly sell ? Property and cattle.
1463. Is there much property changing hands here ? Tes.
1464. Have you heard the evidence given here this morning ? Most of it.
1465. What do you consider to be the value of a cleared farm ? Prom £20 to £25 an acre.
1466. At what rate can it be improved ? £10 an acre.
1467. Is the quality of stock improving here ? Tes.
1468. And people have more money with which to buy ? Tes.
1469. And they will not keep inferior stock as they used to do ?

1470.
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14?0. Supposing the railway is not made in one direction will the improvements go ? They will keep on 
dairy farming.

• 1471. Do you think the railway if made would he a good national investment ? Tes.
1472. How soon would it pay the interest on the cost? Not for three years. _
1473. Suppose the railway were made only as far as Wild’s Meadows do you think that would give a 
stimulus to the district ? I think it would, hut the other 5 miles of it would go through richer land.
1474. But the other 5 miles are the most expensive. If the line went to Wild’s Meadows would it he a 
benefit ? Tes, it would suit i’itzroy and Barrengarry.
1475. And bring Eobertson within 6 miles of a railway ? Tes. '
1476-7. Do you think that would pay ? I think that a line right through would pay better.

Mr.
J. T. Hayter.

10 Feb., 1890.

Mr. William Butter Hindmarsh, Senior, farmer, sworn, and examined:—
1478. Chairman.'] Were you one of the early selectors in this district? Tes : I came from the Illawarra 
district.
1479. How much land have you got? About 1,200 acres.
1480. Do you farm yourself or let it ? I farm about 500 acres, and the rest is leased to tenants.
1481. Did you let it on clearing leases ? I let it at first on clearing leases, and now it is let on partially- 
cleared leases at a nominal rent, which with the improvements we consider will be equal to about 35s. an 
acre.
1482. Do your tenants consider it a nominal rent ? They must or they would not have taken it.
1483. How much do you charge the tenants ? We adopt a sliding scale—four years, 10s. an acre, and then 
up to ten years at 18s. an acre.
1484. Tou have no fully cleared land ? Tes—a couple of hundred acres.
1485. What is the value of cleared land ? Near the township about £30 an acre.
1486. What additional value do you think the railway would give you ? Erom £10 to £15 an acre.
1487. Do you think that the additional productiveness of the land will enable the tenants to pay 10 or 15 
per cent, more for it ? I should imagine so.
1488. And for that reason you think that the landlords are in favor of a railway ? Tes.
1489. And it would add from 10 to 15 per cent, to the value of every freehold ? Tes.
1490. Do you think that the railway would pay ? Tes, it will pay. I was one of the delegates in 
reference to the Illawarra line and also to this. It was my idea that the Illawarra line would pay from 
the commencement, and it has done so. I believe that this would pay too.
1491. Has not the Illawarra line taken some of the milk traffic from here ? No ; the main cause of that 
branch of trade being given up was the reduced pri?e of the article. It was not worth the carriage.
1492. Was it not owing to the long land carriage ? I believe it was. ‘
1493. What is your idea of the distance that milk can be carried ? About 5 miles ; beyond that it is not 
good.
1494. There ought to be a factory within 5 miles of every dairy ? If possible.
1495. Which pays best—to sell the milk or to make butter of it ? I never sold the milk. As regards 
potato-growing, we can grow potatoes like these in the room in abundance, at least four months later than 
the potatoes grown in the hot climates, and they fetch a good price. If we had a railway here we could 
grow 2,000 acres of potatoes annually ; that would give us 12,000 tons of potatoes, the carriage of which 
on the railway at 10s. a ton would yield a revenue of £6,000. We should require 1,000 tons of manure 
annuallv, which would be carried between Moss Tale and Eobertson at the same price, giving another 
£500. '

Mr. W. E. 
Hindmarsh, 

Senior.

10 Feb., 1890.

MONDAY, 10 FEBRUARY, 1890.

' \_The Sectional Committee met in the Town Hall, Bowral, at 7 p.m.]

Ilrmitt:—
The Honoeable ANDBEW G-AEBAN (Chaieman).

Jacob Gaeeaed, Esq. | William Speingtiioepe Dowel, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Eailway from Moss Vale to Eobertson.

Mr. Copeland Bennett, station-master, sworn, and examined:—
1496. Chairman.'] What is your position in Bowral ? Station-master.
1497. How long have you occupied that position ? Ten years here.
1498. Tou have watched the traffic coming into the station from Kangaloon ? I have.
1499. During your time has it much increased ? Not very much. 10 Feb., 1890.
1500. Does the whole of the Kangaloon traffic come to Bowral ? The whole of East and West Kangaloon '
does.
1501. How far do you penetrate into East Kangaloon ? I think to Mr. Tilsley’s and Mr. Alcorn’s stores.
1502. How far from Bowral? I could not say. I think 12 miles to East Kangaloon, and about the same 
distance to West Kangaloon.
1503. If a railway were made to Eobertson do you think you would lose some portion of the Kangaloon 
traffic to the station ? I do not think it would affect us as far as East and West Kangaloon are concerned.
1504. Do you think that those living within 3 or 4 miles of Eobertson would prefer to go to a station 
there ? I think they would prefer to come here. The farmers would rather come here than go to Moss 
Vale.
1505. Tou mean that their ties at Bowral are such as would bring them here? Tes. They also say that 
they prefer the railway to be somewhere between Moss Vale and Bowral. They would prefer the-junction 
to be midway between.
1506. On what ground ? They say it would benefit the whole of the district much more.

Mr.
C. Bennett.

1507.
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•J^r' fi. 1507. Suppose a line were made from here to the Sheepwash and across from there to Wild’s Meadows, 
. enne . •VV0U](J a station at the Sheepwash be of any use to the West Kangaloon people? I desire to say 

10 Tfeb 1890 Pa'r^cu^arly) a station at Sheepwash would he of immense benefit to East and West Kangaloon.
■’ ‘ 1508. Tou do not know, as a railway officer, whether they would be likely to take the nearest station or to
' come on to Bowral ? I should think they would take the nearest station.

1509. _ Would you recommend that the line be brought to Bowral, or that there should be a separate 
junction station ? I should recommend a separate junction station.
1510. On what ground ? I think the route would be much more favourable as regards gradients. I 
think that there might be a junction station between here and Burradoo.
1511. Could you tell us the quantity of traffic that comes in from Kangaloon ? Tes, just now we are 
getting about 240 kegs of butter a week—about 180 kegs in winter; and at this time of the year we are 
getting about 16 tons of potatoes a day—about 100 tons a week.
1512. Eor what period of the year does the potato industry last? Another two or three months.
1513. They do not keep you supplied all the year round ? No.
1514. Could they do that ? I daresay they could.
1515. But this is the favourite season? Tes. The goods traffic inwards for East and West Kangaloon 
is very light.
1516. Are these potatoes grown on rich land ? Tes.
1517. Are some of them grown before you reach the rich land ? Tes.
1518. Which turns out the best potato ? West Kangaloon. The whole district is. very rich. The red 
soil produces the best and the largest crop.
1519. Do any of these returns of traffic relate to this side of the Sheepwash, or to traffic which would' 
gravitate down to the Sheepwash Station ? I think it might gravitate down to the Sheepwash Station.
1520. Is there any other traffic ? A few pigs, calves, bacon, eggs, and poultry.
1521. What is the total value per week of these extras ? About £25.
1522. Do you think that if a railway were made as far as the Sheepwash it would bring any more of the
traffic on this side ? I think it would encourage the farmers to do a great deal more than they are doing 
at present. & Jo
1523. Tou think it would increase your receipts ? I think it would.
lo24. Is there any considerable passenger traffic from here to Kangaloon ? I cannot give any definite 
information as to that.
1525. There is no coach running from here to Kangaloon ? No.
1526. Are there any carriers ? Only those employed by the storekeepers.
1527. Mr. Garrard.'] Where is Alcorn’s store? That is in East Kangaloon.
1528. Is that where you get traffic from ? Tes.
1529. Then if we have been informed that nearly the whole of the produce of East Kangaloon goes to
Moss Yale, via Kobertson, tha't is a mistake ? I should think so. °
1530. Do you think that if a railway was made, via the Sheepwash on to Robertson, the East Kangaloon 
people would go to Kobertson, or would they come to the Sheepwash ? I should think they would come 
to the Sheepwash.
lo31. Why? I say that from conversations which I have had with the farmers.
1532. Does that apply to East Kangaloon? East Kangaloon people would never think of goin°r to
Kobertson, as it would bo out of their way to do so. °
1533. Has there been an enormous growth of railway traffic at Bowral ? Tes. In 1881 the coaching
alone was £442. °
lo34. What do you attribute that to. Is it sentiment, as explained by some people, or is it the develop
ment of the district outside the town which attracts such a large number of passengers ? I think that the 
principal cause is the development of the district.
lo3o. Merely as residential sites or the development of the agricultural and dairying interests ? I do not 
think it is attributable to the dairying industry.
1536. More to the residential sites ? Tes ; the place has become a sanatorium. In 1881 the coaching 
revenue was £442, and now it is £4,000.
i ¥r' 1?owd^ W,lafc distance are the Eitzroy Ealls from here ? About 17 miles.
1538. Are there many tourists to that place ? A great number.
1539. If a railway went within 2 or 3 miles of the Ealls do you think there would be an increase in the 
number ot the tourists ? I think it probable that they would increase largely
1540. And do fruit and vegetables come from any part of the Bowral district? No great quantity at 
present; but I believe that with railway facilities that sort of thing would increase.
1541. Can you inform the Committee what the railway rates are to Sydney for fruit and vegetables? 
lo Sydney, 8s. Id. a ton, but ive send to Darling Harbour—8s. 2d.
1542. What are the railway rates from Bowral to Sydney ? 8s. Id. a ton
1543. What are the rates from Moss Yale to Sydney ? About 8s. 7d. a ton.
Ie>4j4). Would that apply to potatoes ? Yes, to produce generally. *
1545.. What is the charge for maize ? 8s. Id. a ton.

pn<ie y°u cliar8e for calves ? So much per quarter of a truck—say 4d. a mile.
Y4.7- Sfew “u<* a 5?ead w°uM that Le ? We send a sinSle calf at Id. per head per mile. 
l-)48. What is the charge for pigs ? Half-penny per mile
Y49- Whatjs the di^en?f iri.the, rates between Moss Yale and Bowral ? The rates are the same, but 
tliere is a difference of 6 miles m the distance.

^ aware if a railwa7 is made via Bowral instead of Moss Vale it would shorten the 
distance to Kobertson by 6 miles ? I have heard it said so.
1551. It would rob the main line of a little traffic ? Tes.

y0UKC,r °verthe surrounding country within a radius of 10 or 15 miles of here ? I have 
1 r-n a East and West kangaloon, and one or two other places.
looS. What is the character of the soil ? Eed soil, very rich.
.1554. Have they a good rainfall P Fairly good. *

e,OTi”g “ ‘te di,lr“l? r™” ^ f”“» ***
Et“oy MI’80 fl™ v"le "Jg*
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1557. Have you any idea of the number of tourists who go to the. Ealls during a year? I have
1558. I suppose that visitors to Bowral and Moss Yale go on to the Falls ? ------
1559. Chairman.'] Have you any further statement to make? Yes. The goods traffic for 
twelve months has been £4,255 7s. 9d., but in 1880 it was £3,059 16s. 7d.
1560. Has the passenger traffic much increased ? Yes, equally.
1561. Could you say how much? In 1881 the passenger traffic was £1,442 18s. 5d., but for the past 
twelve months it amounted to £3,333 3s. Id.
1562. Is your passenger traffic greater than that of Moss Yale ? Yes, and greater than Mittagong. We 
do a larger business in everything than Moss Yale and Mittagong, but Mittagong can show a larger 
outward traffic in shale and coal.
1563. Mr. Garrard.] 25 por cent, more ? Yes, quite that.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—E.ULWAT FEOM MOSS YAT.E TO EOBEETSON. §7

not. -tar.
C. Bennett.

the past in _ ,

John Joseph Campbell, Esq., late Mayor of Bowral, sworn, and examined :—
1564. Chairman^] Have you been Mayor of Bowral ? I have.
1565. How long have you resided in Bowral ? Twenty-six years.
1566. Then you are thoroughly familiar with the trade that comes in and goes out of the township ? Yes; 
it passes my door.
1567. Are you familiar with the Kangaloon country ? I am fairly well acquainted with it.
1568. Do you know the settlers in that part of the country ? Yes.
1569. Do you know how far from here the settlers bring in their produce to Bowral ? I think from 15 
to 16 miles.
1570. Knowing the road as you do, do you think that the making of the railway from Moss Yale to 
Kobertson would divert part of that trade from Bowral ? I do not think they would go to Kobertson.
1571. Do you not think that the people would go to Kobertson, a distance'of 3 miles, instead of bringing 
their produce over these hills ? I have heard some farmers say that they would prefer to come into 
Bowral. They say that four horses bring more into Bowral than eight horses would take into Kobertson.
1572. That is by the lower route, I presume ? Yes.
1573. Do you think that the people of Kangaloon take any interest in this railway project? I am not 
aware.
1574. There have been no meetings in the district? Hone whatever.
1575. Do the people of Bowral take any interest in the project ? I am not aware.
1576. Have there been any meetings in the district ? None whatever.
1577. The people of Bowral are quite indifferent whether the railway is made or not ? Quite.
1578. Or whether it goes from here or Moss Yale? Yes.
1579. They are happy whatever happens ? I do not say that.
1580. Do you think that the junction of the railway at Bowral would increase the importance of the 
place ? Yes. I understand that railways always increase the importance of the places where they go.
1581. You do not think it would damage Bowral as a place of business ? I cannot see how it could.
1582. Do you know the country between here and tbe Sheepwash ? Yes.
1583. Is it pretty level ? Yes. -
1584. Suppose a railway were made from here instead of Moss Vale, and were to cross the river at the 
Sheepwash and make for Wild’s Meadows, and go round to Robertson, would not that accommodate the 
whole of this producing district ? It would.
1585. Would not the traffic of West Kangaloon come down to the Sheepwash? Yes. And you would 
get the traffic of East Kangaloon too.
1586. A railway through there would practically secure the whole of the traffic of this rich country ? I 
feel certain that it would.
1587. If it went from Moss Yale, how would the Kangaloon people benefit? They would not benefit at
all that I can see. .
1588., Do the people of Kangaloon take any interest in the matter ? Not that I am aware of.
1589. Are the Kangaloon people particularly prosperous ? They are.
1590. And they are getting on so well that they do not mind about the railway ? Oh, yes; they want to 
get their produce away.
1591. Would they be satisfied to see the produce of Burrawang and Kobertson carried at a fourth of 
what it costs them to get their traffic carried ? I do not think so. If you had a station at the Sheep
wash the railway would take the whole of the East Kangaloon traffic.
1592. Do you know the Sheepwash district ? I do.
1593. Do you think that a better road could be made to the Sheepwash than the present road ? Not to 
the Sheepwash station. You could only come along the edge of the flat.
1594. By doing that, could we get better access to the Sheepwash station ? You could by coming
further down on that round hill. •
1595. Are you quite positive ? I am positive that there could be a better road this way than the Moss 
Vale route.
1596. I meant the other way ? No, I do not think so. -
1597. If such a line as that proposed were made—and this is a line marked out by Allingham the surveyor, 
who surveyed the country—and you had a line to Wild’s Meadows, the tourists could go straight to the 
1 alls from here, could they not ? I do not know whether the proposed line passes the Falls or not.
1598. It goes within a few miles of them ? Then people all round the district would go direct that way. 
1599: The tourist trade from Bowral and Moss Yale to the Falls would go direct ? I do not think they 
go to Moss Yale—they hire vehicles here and go straight away.
1600. How far is it from Bowral ? Sixteen or 17 miles.
1601. How far from Moss Vale? About 12 miles.
1602. Mr. Garrard^] How do the Kangaloon people who come into Bowral bring their produce ? Right 
across the Upper Range road.
1603. The East Kangaloon people do not come that way, do they ? Yes ; all come along the Upper Range.
1604. Does not the East Kangaloon traffic come by the lower road ? 8ometimes.
1605. How do the Central Kangaloon people come ? By the upper road. They are more on the top of
the hill. “ 1606.

J. J.
Campbell,

Esq.

10 Eeb., 1890.
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Campbell n cnfr’ distance from East Kangaloon to Bowral by tbe lower road ? I do not know.
Esq. ’ o you know whether there is much traffic between East Kangaloon and Bowral ? Yes.

1608. Do you think that more of the traffic of East Kangaloon comes to Bowral than goes to Moss Vale
10 Feb., 1890. ^?t"r0-??r^S011 ^ > 1 think more of the produce of East Kangaloon comes here than goes to Moss Vale.

1609. Do you think that if there was a station at the Sheepwash the East Kangaloon people would use 
that or go to Eobertson ? Of course, I believe they would. There are some steep hills between East 
Kangaloon and Eobertson.
1610. Is there not a steep hill going into the Sheepwash ? No ; they come down hill.
1611. Do they not have to rise considerably before they get on to the upper ridge ? They come on the
upper road. Any one in East Kangaloon who has to pass that long hill of Alcorn’s would go to the Eolly 
Eoad, and come back round to the Sheepwash. •
1612. To some extent coming back on their road ? Yes, but it is a more level road.
1613. They would come that way ? Yes.
1614. But if the East Kangaloon people got as far as the junction of the upper road with their loads
they would come right on to Bowral instead of going to the Sheepwash station ? I think not. '
1615. You think they would go to the Sheepwash ? I do.
1616. To what do you attribute the progress of Bowral of late years ? To the prosperity of the farmers 
out there, who own the land they occupy.
1617.. Do you attribute the wonderful progress Bowral has made to the development of agriculture in the 
outlymg. district of Kangaloon, or do you attribute it to its being a favourite place for city residents ? I 
think it is attributable more to the city residents.
1618. As a matter of fact there is comparatively little country to benefit above Bowral ? Oh, yes, there 
is a good deal of country.
1619. Productive country ? Yes.
1620. "Where ? Out here, at the back.
1621. That goes to Mittagong ? No ; it comes to Bowral.
1622. But Kangaloon is the country which backs up Bowral ? Yes.
1623. Do you know anything about the Wild’s Meadows district? No.
icoe" C*'° Kmgaloon people trade with ? With the business people of Bowral.
1625. Is there any fear on the part of the people of Bowral that if the railway is made, and the 
Kangaloon people are able to send direct to Svdney, it will diminish the trade here ? I believe that that 
is the opinion. “
3®26. Do you think that it would be likely to increase the trade of Bowral? I do.
1627. What they would lose that way they will gain in freight from other places, such as Wild’s 
Meadows and Burrawang ? We receive no direct benefit from either Burrawang or Eobertson at present, 
so that we could lose nothing.
1628. Mr. Bowel'] Do you know the route of the proposed railway ? No : I have not been over the 
country.
1629. Do you know the country between Moss Vale and Eobertson ? No.
1630. Have you paid any attention to the agricultural resources of the district ? No.
iO.TL D0 you know the capabilities of the country ? I know that Kangaloon is noted for its productive

1632. Do you know whether the holdings are large or small ? Some are large, some 200 acres, some 300
acres. °
1633. Can you say whether the selectors on these small holdings are fairly prosperous ? To all appear
ances they are. 1 1 1L 1634 1635 1636 1637 * * * 1641
1634. Can you say whether they have paid the Government their balances? No, I could not say; I 
believe they pay interest.
1635. During your twenty-five years’ experience, have you seen any marked progress in settlement in this 
agricultural district ? . Certainly. I knew the country when it was nothing but brush, which men must 
have had hearts like lions to tackle. Now the country is covered with grass.
1636. Have you been to Eobertson ? I have.
1637. Have you been many times to Eobertson ? Two or three times,
i 2° 7°" think that that railway would serve the largest number of people ? I do. 
irArt i,rGm Moss Vale to Eobertson ? No, from Eobertson to Bowral, via the Sheepwash.

■ 1049. From your knowledge of the district, do you think that the proposed railway will pay the interest
on capi al and working expenses ? That I could not say. I know that it would cost a great amount of 
money, but 1 know it is cheaper than the one proposed from Moss Vale.
1641. "Was a line ever proposed from Bowral ? Yes.

You favour the route from Bowral to Eobertson, I suppose ? I should favour it. 
constructed0?11 tIla* lt; woulcl serye t^le larSest number of people and be the most advantageous to be

1614. Having fewer engineering difficulties ? I believe so. It would go through more level country.

dS PAELIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

Andrew C. Alcorn, Esq., landowner, sworn, and examined:—
■ C-v^corn’ t?;1 5°W l0ng haVe y0U resided in the district? Between twenty-seven and twenty-eight

Esq. years at East Kangaloon.
1646. Are you a landed proprietor there ? Yes.

you? 300 acres; two blocks, one in East Kangaloon and one in West10 Feb., 1890.1647. How much land have 
Kangaloon.
1648. Was that scrub when you took it up ? Yes.

el1car it1 yours?lf? 1 bought °ue part cleared, and the other I cleared myself.
1650. Is the land used as a dairy farm ? Yes.
1651. Is there any other productive use that you could put it to? I think that dairying and potato- 
growmg are the most profitable uses to which the land can be put.
1652. Have you calculated the average profits of dairying ? As a whole I think it would take about- 3 
acres to keep a cow, and we get about £10 a year from a cow.
1653. "What would tbe net profit per acre be *? I do not know. 1654 *
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1654. We have had it in evidence that it is about £2 an acre;—do you think that is correct? Yes, A. C^Alcorn, 
because we can rent the ground at £1 an acre.
1655. Is there any ground in Kangaloon which is being let at £1 an acre ? About that; I have 100 ^ jggg. 
acres let for £90 a year.
1656. What is the value of cleared land ? Some of the Kangaloon land has been sold as high as £30.
1657. If a railway were made from Moss Vale to Eobertson, do you think that would increase the value 
of the land at Kangaloon ? I think not.
1658. Do you think it would add to the value of the land on the other side? Yes.
1659. As a proprietor of land at Kangaloon, are you prepared to see the land on one side go up in value, 
while on your own side it remains as it is ? I would rather not. I think a railway could be made that 
would suit both.
1660. You have heard the description of a proposed route by Mr. Allingham, surveyor, from Bowral to 
the Sheepwash, and then across to Wild’s Meadows ? Yes. _
1661. The country between here and the Sheepwash is level ? Tes.
1662. And sufficiently above the swamp land ? Quite so.
1663. Supposing there was a station at Sheepwash, would you send your produce there, or would you
prefer to bring it straight on to Bowral ? If there was a station at Sheepwash, I do not see why we 
should bring it on to Bowral. ' _
1664. Some people have great doubts as to whether you would use the Sheepwash station ? I have not 
the slightest doubt about it. .
1665. You say you have property in East and West Kangaloon ? Yes.
1666. How far is Eobertson from East Kangaloon ? Three miles.
1667. Is you were there, and a railway were made by the other route to Eobertson, would you prefer to 
go to Eobertson, or would you come by road to Bowral ? I would still come to Bowral. There is a steep 
hill on the road to Eobertson, and going that way would make it a distance of 20 miles round to Bowral.
I draw the butter now for 9d. a keg, and I charge 15s. a ton for potatoes. The charge for butter from the 
Kangaloon Factory is 6d. a keg.
1668. We are told that they pay Is. 6d. by the other route ? I do not think they do.
1669. We have it in sworn evidence that the cost of the carriage of potatoes is from 20s. to 25s. a ton, 
and butter Is. 6d. a keg? Erom Yurunga they are drawing produce at 19s. a ton.
1670. Do you know what they charge at present from Eobertson ? I am nearly sure that the charge for 
butter is 9d. a keg to Moss Vale. They were carrying produce at from 11s. to 12s. a ton, but when the 
wet weather came on the carriers gave it up.
1671. Do you know what the charge is for carrying potatoes from Eobertson to Moss Vale ? Very few 
are carried from Eobertson.
1672. Very few from the south side of the swamp ? And Wild’s Meadows. _ ■
1673. The Kangaloon people have done more than the people on the other side in growing potatoes ?
Oh, yes.
1674. What is the reason of the difference ? Erom Kangaloon to Bowral the road is nearly all down
hill, and it is quite easy to bring the produce. _
1675. Do you consider growing potatoes more profitable than dairying ? It certainly cleans the ground 
for artificial grasses.
1676. When you have artificial grass, will it pay to dig it up and put in potatoes ? Yes; every five 
years.
1677. Do -you think it would be a good thing to take 10 acres every year for crop ? Yes. Eye-grass 
will work out in five years in the best land. The conditions of the lease for our farm is that only two 
crops shall follow each other, and then put in rye-grass.

y 1678. After that year’s change it is fit again for the grass ? Yes.
1679. Without manure ? No manure.
1680. You have not been in the habit of growing potatoes for two years running on the same land ? I 
have not; some of them have done so.
1681. Does that exhaust the ground ? Yes. _
1682. Do you think this Kangaloon side of the district is good for orchards ? Yes; they are growing 
apples; and in Kangaloon we used to grow good peaches, but lately we have not been able to grow 
them well.
1683. Have many gone in heavily for fruit ? Some have as many as 100 trees to grow fruit for their 
own use.
1684. Do you think it pays to grow fruit for the Sydney market ? I think winter apples would pay.
1685. Do you think this district could supply vegetables and market-garden produce ? We have got a 
rainfall and land that will grow anything. A man at Kangaloon this year raised 14 tons to the acre.
Several years ago Mr. Eoberts grew 10 tons to the acre.
1686. We saw potatoes to-day ;—can you tell us the difference between the yield in the inferior land as 
compared with the rich land ? It is all good, you may say, till you come within 5 miles of Bowral.
1687. Have the Kangaloon people attempted to grow cabbages or cauliflowers ? No; foif the Sydney 
market they could not do it.
1688. Suppose that a railway were made as proposed, do you think that any number of people near the 
Sheepwash station would go in for market-gardening ? I think so. They will go in for anything that 
will pay.
1689. You think they are wideawake to their own interests ? Tes ; but they have been backward about 
the railway. I think that all the produce from the top of Alcorn’s Hill would come to Bowral if the 
railway to Eobertson were made.
1690. Mr. Garrard.'] That does not hold good as far as East Kangaloon is concerned ? I do not know 
where the traffic from there would go.
1691. Do you think that the East Kangaloon people would bring their produce to the station at Sheep
wash by the lower road ? I think they would.
1692. It is a long way round, is it not ? They would not go round ; they would go over the top. I come 
that way two or three times a week.
1693. Is it not as bad as the hill to Eobertson? It is not nearly so bad.

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE—EAILWAY FEOM MOSS VALE TO EOBEETSON. 39
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I do. 
all the butter. I

A. C. Alcorn, 1694. And you think that there would come to the station at Sheepwash not only the "West Kangaloon 
"" people and the people from Kangaloon proper, but also the East Kangaloon people ? ' '

1695. Do you send the largest quantity of produce from East Kangaloon ? I draw 
have just sold the business.
1696. Does your successor? Tes ; he is doing the same business at the same rates.
1697. And you feel sure that the traffic would go up to the Sheepwash if there was a station there ? Tes.
1698. Do you know anything about the country on the other side of the swamp ? Tes.
1699. "What is the nature of the country between Burrawang and Moss Yale ? Erom Wild’s Meadows to 
Kobertson it is the same country as this.
1700. Between Moss Yale and Wild’s Meadows ? Very inferior countrv.
1701. Is it worse than the country between Kobertson and Bowral ? I think it is a shade worse.
1702-3. And it is a greater distance from Moss Vale to Wild’s Meadows than it is from Bowral to 
Kobertson. It is 5 miles one way and 10 the other, is it not? That is somewhere near it.
1704. If we had it in evidence that the whole of the East Kangaloon produce and part of the produce of
Kangaloon proper would be taken to Kobertson if a railway were made there, that is wrong ? No one 
could say that any of the traffic from Kangaloon proper would go to Kobertson.
1705. Do you know the Wesleyan church? I do not think any one would go from the neighbourhood 
of the Wesleyan church to Kobertson.
1706. If a witness said so, is it incorrect ? I do not think people would go so far.
1707. Have you had experience in carrying ? I have. I should never go from the Wesleyan church to 
Kobertson if I could get as good a road to Bowral, and I could carry a load with two horses less to 
Bowral.
1708. Tou would have a shorter railway journey for your goods ? If we go to Robertson we shall have 
20 miles more railway carriage to pay for.
1709. If it is necessary to charge increased rates on the branch line to the Sheepwash, will people be 
prepared to pay them ? Tou can form an idea yourself from the rates at which we are drawing goods.
1710. How would they compare with tbe mam-line rates ? It will take the traffic ; the railway would 
knock the teams off.
1711. After you got as far as the Sheepwash, having good roads, would it not be just as well to carry 
your goods by road for the remainder of the distance ? I think not.
1712. If some witnesses have expressed that opinion, do you think they are in error? Tes.
1713. Knowing the Kangaloon, Wild’s Meadows, Burrawang, and Robertson districts, do you think that 
if this line were made, incurring an annual cost on capital and working expenses of some £7,000, it would 
pay ? I do not know what the income would be from the traffic.
1714. Do you think that the trade of the districts I have mentioned would yield a revenue of £7,000 a 
year ? I should think not.
1715. Do you think the district is capable of such development if a railway were constructed that within 
a few years it wmuld reach that sum ? I do not know, but I think there would be a great deal more 
produce grown everywhere.
1716. Have you any idea of the area of good land which would be served by this railway. It has been 
estimated by one officer that there are about 50,000 acres of good land which was brush land ;—do you 
agree with that estimate ? I think that is about it.
1717. If this line were constructed with a station or a platform at'Wild’s Meadows, do you think any 
Kangaroo Valley traffic would come there ? My> idea was that the proper way wmuld be to bring the line 
out to the Sheepwash, strike straight on to Kobertson Valley, keeping along the edge of the swamp 
on the Kangaloon side.
1718. I want to know whether any of the Kangaroo Valley trade would go to Wild’s Meadows, or whether 
it would continue to go into Moss Vale ? The traffic will go to the first station that they meet.
1719. Do you know where the trade of Kangaroo Valley goes to now ? Some goes to Moss Vale.
1720. One-third to the coast, and the rest to Moss Vale ? I should think about that.
1721. Tou think that if there was a station at Wild’s Meadow's the Kangaroo Valley people would go 
there instead of going to Moss Vale? Tes.
1722. Mr. DoweL~\ Can you tell us wThat is the population of East and West Kangaloon and Kanoaloon 
proper ? No. They are nearly all small holders having 40 acres, 60 acres, 100 acres, and some 200 
acres. I do not know of any farm in the K angaloon district that exceeds 200 acres.
1723. Would you think there are 3,000 people in that district ? I could not form any idea.
1724. What is the average yield of potatoes in this particular district ? Taking one year with another, 
about 5 tons to the acre.
1725. I understood you to say that the rate for the cartage of potatoes was about 15s. a ton ? That is 
from East Kangaloon.
1726. Do you know' what average price your potatoes fetch ? Our potatoes generally head the market. 
They can be shipped again, but the Warrnambool potatoes cannot be transhipped. *
1727. They are of exceedingly good quality ? Tes. ~
1728. Can you say what price they realized this time last year? Tes—£17 10s. a ton.
1729. What is the price this year ? About £4 a ton.
1730. What would be a fair average price ? We think we do wmll if we get £5 a ton.
1731. I suppose you have seen the rise and progress of the district which the railway is to serve ? Tes.
I came with a brushhook in my hand, and cut my way into the farm.
1732. Were there many settlers when you arrived? No ; I was among the first.
1733. When was that ? In August, 1862.
1734. What is the value of land in this particular district ? Some of the farms in the Kangaloon have 
been sold at £30 an acre lately.
1735. Do you know the proposed route from Moss Vale to Kobertson? Tes.
.1736. Does the staked-out line pass Burrawang? Tes, through Wild’s Meadows.
1737. What particular centres of population would that line serve as surveyed now ? Wild’s Meadows,
Kangaroo Valley, and Robertson. ’
1738. Which route would you be prepared to advocate in the interests of the settlers ? In the interests 
pf the public, I do not think that the line from Moss Vale to Robertson is the best,

' ‘ ' 1739,
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1739. Wliat are your objections to it ? It leaves Kangaloon out altogether.'
1740. Any other objection ? It leaves out half of the good country. .
1741. What are your objections to the route from Bowral? It is better as far as Kagaloon is concerned, 
but if it was made as it was surveyed it will not go to the Sheepwash.
1742. What line would serve that district the best ? I think one alongside the swamp, with a branch lino 
from the Sheepwash into Wild’s Meadow.
1743. Chairman^ If a line were made to the Sheepwa.sh, as Mr. Allingham laid it out, could it at any 
future time be carried up the swamp ? Yes ; but if it was done that way it would not suit; we should 
have two lines running into Eobertson.
1744. You know that the difficult part of the proposed line, as it has been laid out, is through the
richest country. The line from Moss Yale is comparatively easy for 9 or 10 miles. Suppose the 
Government, for the sake of economy, were to make the line only for that 10 miles as far as Wild’s 
Meadow, do you think that that would be enough to give great advantages to the settlers beyond ? No ; 
I do not think it would. .
1745. How far would they have to travel from Eobertson to Wild’s Meadow ? I suppose about 6 miles.
1746. Do you not think it would be a great gain to have to travel only 6 miles instead of 15 ? Yes ; 
it would be better.
1747. You think that the policy of the railway cannot be tested unless it goes right through ? If 
the line stopped at Wild’s Meadow it would only be touching the good land. Every farmer would have 
to draw his produce to the station.
1748. It would bring the railway within 6 miles of Eobertson instead of being 15 miles ofE ? Yes.
1749. Would that not be an advantage to the people of Eobertson and Wild’s Meadow ? Yes.
1750. And they would all make use of it? I think so.
1751. Have you any other statement to make? Mr. Eoberts told me that he would give the ground 
free of expense if the railway is made through his property to the Sheepwash.
1752. How far does it go through his estate ? I suppose close upon 2 miles.
1753. Do you know that under the Public Works Act the value which a railway gives to an estate
through which it passes is taken into account by the valuators ? I understood that the owners were paid 
for the land.
1754. Do you think that the additional value given by the railway to the estate would be greater or less 
than the value of the land taken for the line ? I think it would be greater.
1755. Mr. Garrard.'] You spoke about a line from the Sheepwash on the Kangaloon side of the 
swamp ;—how far would you take it ? Eight into Eobertson.
1756. But when you get to the head of the swamp you are still very much below Eobertson ? It is 
perfectly level into Eobertson.
1757. You think the line could be taken right into Eobertson very easily ? Yes; there is nothing to 
stop it.
1758. Your scheme of going on to Wild’s Meadow would leave Burrawang' out ? No ; the line could go 
right through Burrawang.
1759. You are of opinion that it would be an easy thing to take the railway up the side of the swamp to 
Eobertson ? There would be no difficulty about it at all.
1760. How would the people of Kangaloon get to the swamp ? There are good practical roads.
1761. As passable as those that we came over to-day ? Equally so.
1762. And you could touch the railway at several points ? Yes.
1763. The people of East Kangaloon would still have to climb, would they not ? They would have to 
get up that hill.

A. C. Alcorn, 
Esq.

10 Eeb., 1890.

Mr. W. E. Hindmarsh, junior, farmer, sworn, and further examined:—
1764. Mr. Garrard.] You have heard the statement made by Mr, Alcock, that there would be very little 
difficulty in running a railway up the Kangaloon side of the swamp—do you know that locality ? I do.
1765. How high do you think the butter factory at Eobertson is above the swamp ? It is a great many
feet higher. Between the butter factory and the swamp there is a good sized hill, in the forest by the 
creek. •
1766. I thought the creek found its way down by easy descents to the swamp ? Yes; if you were to 
follow all the curves.
1767. How far is the swamp from the butter factory ? I suppose about l-§- mile.
1768. Is the country very rough there ? Not very rough. It is intersected by one or two small gullies.
1769. "What is the nature of the ground on the edge of the swamp—is it precipices running down into 
spurs, or is there any sort of a plateau above the swamp ? Precipices in some cases; in other places flats.
1770. How far do you think it would be from the Sheepwash to the Eobertson butter factory, skirting 
the Kangaloon side of the swamp ? I suppose about 8 miles.
1771. Do you think it is practicable to make a line there that would serve the people of Eobertson 
instead of a, line to "Wild’s Meadow ? It might serve Eobertson, but not Burrawang and Wild’s Meadow.
1772. Another part of the fork is to go across to Wild’s Meadow—would that do ? I think it would.
1773. If that fork could be constructed for less expense than the proposed line through Wild’s Meadow 
to Eobertson, would that be better ? It would ; but I do not think it can be constructed for less.
1774. If the proposed line is only constructed to Wild’s Meadow for the purpose, do you think that that 
would be any benefit to the people of Eobertson ? It might on the western side ; but those on the 
eastern side would have 8 or 9 miles to go, and on the Pheasant Ground 12 and 14 miles.
1775. You know that it has been an expensive line to make from Wild’s Meadow to Eobertson? Do 
you not think that rather than lose the railway altogether it would be better to try a section to Wild’s 
Meadow first ? I daresay ; but the farmers would not go in for growing potatoes so extensively as they 
would if the line went in to Eobertson. The railway would not get the extra traffic reckoned on.

Hirdn arsk 
junior.

10 Eeb.,1890,

34 0)—P Mr.
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Mr. John George Morris, storekeeper and auctioneer, sworn, and examined:—
1776. Chairman.'] You have been many years resident at Bowral ? Yes.
1777. "What are you ? Storekeeper and auctioneer.
1778. You know most of the Kangaloon settlers I presume ? Yes.
1779. How far does the produce from Kangaloon come in by this road ? I should think the farthest would 
be about 16 or 17 miles.
1780. If a line were made from Moss Yale to Hobcrtson how much of the Kangaloon traffic would it 
deprive Bowral of ? I could not form an opinion on that matter.
1781. Of the two routes—Moss Yale to Robertson, and Bowral to Robertson—have you any opinion as 
to which would be the better one ? I think that the Bowral to Robertson line would take a good deal of the 
Kangaloon trade.
1782. Would the people of Kangaloon use the station at the Sheepwash ? Yes, a large proportion 
of them.
1783. Do you agree that good access could be obtained for that station? I am decidedly of that opinion. 
1781. And you think that a station there would take a great deal of traffic ? I do.
1785. Which do you think the better line—the one from Bowral to the Sheepwash, or the line from 
Moss Yale ? I think the Bowral line, because it must catch a great deal of the Kangaloon traffic that 
would not go to Robertson.
1786. Even though it were 2 miles longer ? Yes.
1787. If you were a speculator which line would you put your money into ? The line from Bowral.
1788. All the settlers on the south side of the swamp would save 6 miles of haulage on the main line by 
coming to Bowral ? Yes.
1789. You think the Government would make up what it would lose in that respect by the extra profit
on the Kangaloon trade ? I think they would. ’
1790. Looking at their project, do you think that the Government would find this a paying line ? Not
at present, I think. '
1791. The mere dairy traffic certainly would not pay ? No. '
1792. Do you think there would be a sufficiency of potatoes to pay ? I do not think that the whole of the 
present produce would pay the working expenses and the interest on the line.
1793. We have been told that if they had a railway the farmers would put 5,000 acres under potatoes ? 
I could not form an opinion about that.
1794. You do not know enough of the working of the farms to say whether the railway would stimulate 
the production of potatoes ? It would, but I do not know whether it would to that extent.
1795. You have sent many potatoes to Sydney have you not ? In former years, not lately.
1796. Was it a paying trade ? Yes.
1797. Do you think that if a farmer put 10 acres of land under potatoes it would pay as well as 10 acres 
of dairy grass ? Yes ; but I do not think that he would continue to cultivate the same 10 acres ; if he 
did he would wear it out.
1798. That 10 acres would not be the least profitable of his holding ? By no means.
1799. You think that the railway would stimulate potato growing ? I do.
1800. Are these potatoes a first class article ? The potatoes of this district are very good indeed. I 
never could get as good anywhere else.
1801. Have you ever exported fruit from here ? No.
1802. Can eggs, bacon, and pork be sent from Bowral to Sydney ? Decidedly.
1803. Can you compete with the steamers ? I think water carriage is cheaper than railway carriage, but 
still.a large quantity of eggs and bacon is sent down to Sydney from here.
1804. Is the price the farmers now get for eggs and bacon a paying price? Yes. .
1805. Even without a railway ? Yes.
1806. And these articles would pay much better with a railway? No doubt.
1807. What price would these scrub lands fetch in their original state ? It is almost impossible to say 
what they would bring. They would bring high prices. Plenty of that land would bring £15 an acre, 
as brush land.
1808. What would you get for a well cleared farm ? Good farms average from £20 to £30 an acre.
1809. Would a station at the Sheepwash improve the Kangaloon district ? Yes.
1810. How much per cent. ? I should think about 20 per cent.
1811. And if this line were to go through Moss Yale to Robertson what effect do you thinkit would have 
on the land on that side of the swamp ? I think it would increase the value of the land proportionately.
1812. By 25 per cent? Yes.
1813. And you think that the making of this railway would be a clear gain to all the land proprietors in 
the district of 25 per cent. ? Ultimately I believe it would be.
1814. Have you ever forwarded any market garden produce from Bowral ? No.
1815. Have there been any market gardens here ? The Chinese are going in for that.
1816. Sending the stuff to Sydney? Yes, it pays them well.
1817. Is their produce a little behind the season at Sydney ? Yes, their produce comes in when the 
Sydney crops are done. •
1818. You are sure that they are working at a profit? I know it.
1819. Do you think that the European market gardeners could carry on the business at a profit ? I 
believe they could if they understood their business and were industrious.
1820. Why do not more Europeans go in for market gardening ? Because they are too lazy, I suppose.
1821. Do you think that a man who has cleared a lot of the scrub is a lazy man ? No, but he takes his 
time over it.
1822. Have you ever cleared any of it yourself ? No. '
1823. You think there is an opening for market gardens here ? I do.
1824. And you think that a railway would stimulate that business ? I do.
1825. The railway would be a great benefit in every respect to the district? Yes.
1826. As a storekeeper and an auctioneer do you think that Bowral would be injured if a junction were 
made here ? No.

‘1827. You would not be afraid of it injuring any business here ? No. I should think it would tend to 
improve matters. 1828.
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1828. You would rather see it here than at Moss Yale?
Kangaloon.
1829. The people who do not want a railway are making a mistake ? Yes. IOEvUT^IMO
1830. Do you know any such? No. We were to have had it, and the matter was as good as decided, '
and when it was thrown over the Bowral people seemed to lose all interest in the matter. They seemed
to take it as a foregone conclusion that the railway will go from Moss Yale.
1831. Do you know why it was altered ? Yes. •
1832. JSLr. Garrard.'} What were the reasons ? Interested reasons, I think, on the part of those who . .
would personally gam by the railway going from Moss Yale.
1833. Does the produce of the district which will he benefited by the railway find a market at Sydney ?
Sydney is the principal market. .
1834. Therefore, the quicker and cheaper people can get to Sydney with their produce the better for them ?
Yes. _
1835. How far is it from East Kangaloon to Robertson ? From Alcorn’s store, about 3 miles.
1836. How far is it from Alcorn’s store to the Sheepwash ? Between 5 and 6 miles.
1837. From the Sheepwash to Bowral? 6§- miles. _
1838. So that if the East Kangaloon people were compelled to go via Robertson, they would have 3 miles 
to travel in that direction, 15 miles from Robertson to Moss Yale, and 6 miles from Moss Vale to Bowral, 
making a total of 6 miles, as against a total of 12 miles, by road and 6 by rail, if they went to the Sheep
wash ?' Yes.
1839. Would not that be a pretty heavy handicap to the East Kangaloon people ? Yes. _
1840. If the Wild’s Meadows and Robertson people are compelled to go to Moss Yale, and have 6 miles
of extra running on the main line as compared with the Bowral route, they would be handicapped ? Yes.
1841. Is there any timber from the Kangaloon district ? Very little. . _
1842. Is any timber from the Robertson district sent away ? Not that I am aware of. A mill at
Kangaloon sends a little away principally up the line.
1843. I suppose it is a very small traffic compared with other products ? Very small indeed.
1844. I suppose that all the timber is nearly done in the Kangaloon district ? I should think so.
1845. Are there any Government reserves of good timber ? Beyond Kangaloon there are ; but I do not 
think there is any large extent of go >d timber country.
1846. In view of the line not paying for some years to come, would it be any benefit to the people of 
Robertson if the terminus of the line was at Wild’s Meadows ? It would bring them much nearer to a 
railway.
1847. Do you think they would use it? Yes.
1848. Do you know anything of the Kangaroo Valley trade? To a considerable extent their traffic goes
to Moss Yale. . .
.1849. Do you think half of it goes to Moss Vale? Yes.
1850. Do you think that if there is a station at Wild’s Meadows the Kangaroo Valley people would go 
there instead of into Moss Yale ? Yes, and save that distance of haulage by road.
1851. Yon have heard tho proposition of Mr. Alcoek about a line on the side of the swamp ;—what do 
you think of that project ? lam not sufficiently acquainted with the country to judge of it from an 
engineering point of view. It would serve a lot of people.
1852. From East, West, and Central Kangaloon, and also from Robertson ? Yes.
1853. Do you know of many tourists visiting the Falls? There are a great many.
1854. Do people staying at Bowral go out there ? Yes.
1855. Mr. Bowel.} How many years have you resided in this district? Permanently—about sixteen years ;
but I have known the district about twenty-two years. .
1856. Then you remember the time when some of the selectors took,up land in this brush country ? Yes.
1857. Had they great difficulties to contend with ? They had indeed. .
1858. Do you know the grazing properties in this locality ? Yes.
1859. Are there any large estates here ? Yes.
1860. Have their properties been improved to an equal extent with the small properties ? No, they 
have not.
1861. Do those large graziers keep as many stock to the acre as the selectors ? I think not. '
1862. They do not manage to get as much out of the soil, do they ? Certainly not. '
1863. Do you think that if a railway were constructed it would materially advance the interests of the 
selectors in the district ? I do.
1864.. That it would cause them to further develop their property ? Yes, I think so.
1865. And it would be of considerable advantage to themselves and the State ? Yes.

MOSS VALE. TO BOBEETSON. , 43

Yes : for the benefit of the people of West Mr.
J. a. Moms.

Thomas Rhodes Firth, Esq., Engineer-in-Charge of Trial Surveys, sworn, and examined
18Q6. Chairman.} What position do yon hold in the Public Service ? Assistant Engineer-in-Charge of T. E. 
Trial Surveys. Firth, Esq.
1867. Before you came with the Committee had you inspected the district ? No ; I was never over it ----- *---- -
before. Feb., 1890.
1868. Before coming to Bowral did you examine the plans and statements ? Yes.
1869. And the line of route ? Yes.
1870. From what you have seen now, what would be the relative cost of the line between Moss Yale and
Robertson for the first 10 miles and the rest of the line to Robertson ? The first ten miles from Moss 
Yale would be about as five to seven—say £5,000 a mile, making an average of about £6,000 a mile for 
the whole distance. ■
1871. Then the first 10 miles of the line could be made for £50,000 ? Yes ; I believe it could.
1872. And the remaining 7 miles would cost about £49,000 ? Yes ; about that.
1873. From what you have seen of the route do you think that if the line were made only as far as 
Wild’s Meadows it would draw the traffic of the 5 miles beyond ? I think there is no doubt about it.
1874. Would that be a fair test of what the railway is capable of doing in the way of earning ? Not a
full test. The further you carry the railway the greater the advantages and the greater the increase of 
traffic. " 1875.
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1875. But there must always be a large number of people who would be 3,4, and 5 miles from the station?" 
Tes ; but the further you extend you afford accommodation to the greater number, 

to TVh irqo 1876. But if you were making a railway at your own expense would you experiment on the first section 
■’ ' as a test or go straight through? Well, I scarcely know.

1877. Ton have seen the character of the country to-day between Bowral and the Sheepwash Boad ? Tes.
1878. Would that make a fairly level line ? Yes; tolerably level.
1879. Did you go down to the Sheepwash? Yes; I saw the crossing.

. 1880. Would it require a very extensive bridge? Not at that place; but I am doubtful whether we
could get a line on this side as far as there. We should have to cross lower down.
1881. How much further ? Probably we should have to cross 2 or 3 miles from here, otherwise we 
should be hugging the swamp and there are a lot of water-courses coming in from the right which would

' cost as much as the bridge lower down. I think the land on the other side seems more suitable for carrying
the railway parallel with the river than this.
1882. But if you took your bridge lower down tho line would be no use to the people of Kangaloon ? 
By going along on the other side of the river you would still come to the Sheepwash.
1883. The crossing is a quarter of a mile long ? The present one is half a mile long, but I think it 
possible to find a shorter one than that.
1884. You would still move your station some further distance from the Kangaloon people ? I should 
have the station near the Sheepwash, but on the other side.
1885. You have heard what was said about having a railway on the Kangaloon side ? Yes ; but I do not 
think it would be a very simple matter to do it. It seems to me that the range runs down very steep 
into the swamp.
1886. If the railway were to stop in the first instance at "Wild’s Meadows it would be very easy for the 
Government to consider the expediency of continuing by the expensive route to Kobertson, or even of 
making a line to the Palls from tho top of Kangaroo Valley ? It would be a little extra expense in the 
first instance having a terminal station there.
1887. But where the traffic is small the extra cost would not be large, would it ? It would not be for the
traffic alone, but you cannot always run an engine back again from the terminus of your line. Sheds 
would have to be provided for both rolling stock and goocis. A larger goods shed would be required for a 
terminal station than would be required for an ordinary station. The extra expenditure would amount to 
£4,000 or £5,000. ■
1888. Have you formed any opinion as to the probable profit from the line ? Only from the evidence I 
have heard.
1889. Do you think that the Commissioners’ estimate is much out ? I think that they have rather under
estimated the probable revenue.
1890. Prom the passenger or the goods traffic ? Prom the goods traffic.
1891. You think that the line would be a more promising one than their estimate shows ? I think so. 
.1892. Do you think it could be made payable at all ? Not with the present traffic.
1893. Do you think there is a reasonable probability of there being such an increase in the traffic as would
make the railway pay ? I think it would pay in four or five years. '
1894. Mr. Garrard!] What was the estimated cost of the bridge across the Bong Bong Biver by the
survey from Bowral to Wild’s Meadows ? I have not seen the detailed estimate. I should think it would 
be something over £20,000, looking at the difference in the total cost of the two lines.
1895 If it were possible to take the line along the Bowral side of the swamp as far as the Sheepwash,
would that increase the total length of the line to Bobertson by a mile or so ? It would increase the
length of the line by 2 miles. That is to go by Wild’s Meadows.
1896. As against the Moss Vale route or the surveyed Bowral route ? It might lengthen it half a mile 
as against the surveyed route from Bowral to Bobertson, or 2 miles as against the Moss Vale route.
1897. Do you know the name of the surveyor who surveyed the Bowral line? No.
1898. What do you estimate that it would cost per mile for a lino between Bowral and the Sheepwash ? 
That is a very difficult question.
1899. Without the bridge ? A little over £4,000 a mile would do it.
1900. Would it be cheaper than a line between Moss Vale and Wild’s Meadows? Yes ; I thinkit would 
be a little cheaper than that, but between the Sheepwash and Wild’s Meadows there would be more 
expensive works, making the cost £5,000 a mile.
1901. That would leave you a little margin for any extra work that might be required to get to this side 
of the bridge at the Sheepwash ? Yes, and I think it would run out pretty heavy. Several timber 
bridges would be required, and we could not get close to the Sheepwash without great expense. We 
might get within three-quarters of a mile of it.
1902. Having seen the country and heard the evidence, and having expressed the opinion that you do not 
think the line would pay for some time, do you not think it advisable to get all the traffic we can upon the 
line ? By all means.
1903. And that it would be worth trying to get the traffic from Kangaloon on the line ? I do. I think 
the route spoken of by the Sheepwash would be the best route for that district.
1904. But if the line is to be miles off you will not be likely to get the traffic ? The line, as I propose,
would be close to the Sheepwash, on the other side of the water. •
1905. At all events you aro of opinion that it is worth while to examine the country particularly about 
the matter ? I do.
1906. Chairman.] You think that before coming to a decision on the subject it would be expedient to have 
the country near the Sheepwash examined ? Yes.
1907. Mr. Bowel.] Within the last day or two you have been over the country between Moss Vale and 
Bobertson? Yes..
1908. From your observation do you think it likely that the engineer’s estimate will be exceeded ? No ; 
I think the cost of the line has been fairly and fully estimated.
1909. Are you aware that some of the gradients are 1 in 40 ? Yes, some of the gradients near Bobertson.
1910. Do you think it possible that some of them can be made easier ? I doubt whether they can without
considerably increasing the expenditure. .
1911. You have had an opportunity of seeing what a large watershed there was in the vicinity of the

■ ptoposed
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proposed line—do you think that those 3-feet culverts will be large enough? I do not think that they 
will be m several places where I saw them marked. -
i m o' ?r0U wou^ recommend that they should be increased in size ? Tes, and put in timber. 
iqi^’ statl01ls are there to he on the line? I think two, besides the terminal station.
914. Would you recommend that some platform be put up for the convenience of settlers? Wherever 

there is a leading road I should recommend it.
1915 What would be the estimate of a line which would serve East and West Kangaloon, Wild’s Meadows

a °f 10 m,Ies ? 1 don’t hnow the estimate of the line that would go down to
Wild s Meadows I know the estimate of the line from Bowral to Bobertson.
1916. lou are of opinion that before any decision is arrived at it would be good policy to make another
examination of the route from Bowral ? Tes. t> r j
1917. Chairman.] With regard to the gradients-if this is only to be a branch line the gradients will not
be very important r No. b ^
l^rbe^dTobeSon‘“No”d ^ ^ tbi"k tI,ere eT” ™ld l”

thiLk tlaUt kit linikely* ^ ^ ab°Ut the p0Ssibilit^ of SoinS dowl1 to ^owra? Tes, but I do not 

that'is^probable^eaid what Was Said about the Possihility of going to the Waterfalls ? I do not think

1921. Then the line will never he anything else but a branch line ? No.
1922. And the traffic is not likely to be more than an ordinary engine can take up a gradient of 1 in 40 ?

a.Purel7 branch line of this sort a gradient of 1 in 40 is not very important ? No 
1924. It being a short line, and the stiff part of it only in the last 7 miles ? Tes ; I think it would be 
Dad policy to spend money m making easier gradients.

45

T. R. 
Eirth, Esq.

10 Feb, 1890.

10 Feb., 1890.

Mr. John George Morris, storekeeper and auctioneer, sworn, and further examined:_
certnin^W?*!,'"' ^ y°]1 I®11 a£‘lua™ted the country between here and the Sheepwash ?■ I am Mr.
which thp Sll0rjer r°Ute fr01^ ®owral d got wh'ch would give sounder ground than that over J- Gh Morris, 
from thL sidToTthe rive?068' ^ W°Uld be ^ dlfficulty in Setting to tbe Sheepwash .

SWnwn°,h °U Sink J°Uid be leSS favourable t0 the traffic—would the people cross the
srss***to K”g*ioo° ^ 1 ^ ,i»‘ <*•

+hf W011!1? id° y°^ ProP°se to tabe ? Instead of crossing the river, as proposed by the red line on 
route ’ 1 Sb0Uld keep al°ng between tbe road and the river, and I believe that there is quite a practicable

Z»\“0g,Z,f “r fc ri“,°d " ”Und ‘“10US'‘ t0 “”'J ‘he ? ^ ”°St P" “ “

^•^033ld haye very wide watercourses to cross where the water comes on the flat ground and 
spreads out ? I know of only two considerable watercourses. b

T011^ ??at there WOuld be 130 difficnlties ? There would he no difficulties that would not he 
encountered the other way.
ishiff th^WiW^ M6 T aS b+aras ^i8 ; Tes' 1 sbGul1d like to say’ witb reSard to tbe bobertson people 
nrnrfpr Th ld Meadows statJon, that my answer to that question referred only to the Bobertson people 
proper. There are a number of Bobertson farmers who would he more than 5 miles, in fact nearer

[Three plans.J

Sydney: Charles Potter, Government Printer.—1890.
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PAULIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

RAILWAY FROM MUDGEE TO GULGONG.

BEPORT.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, appointed during 
• the first Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 

1888, 51 Yic. No. 37, and the Public Works Act Amendment Act of 1889, 52 
Yic. No. 26, to whom was referred the duty of considering and reporting upon 
the expediency of “ constructing a line of railway from Mudgee to Gulgong,” 
have, after due inquiry, resolved that it is not expedient the proposed railway 
should he constructed, and in accordance with the provision of sub-section IY, 
of clause 13, of the Public Works Act, report their resolution to the Legislative . 
Assembly:—

1. The proposed railway is described as a continuation of the branch line Description of 
from Wallerawang to Mudgee, extending from Mudgee through fairly easy country, ^^fosed 
and across the Cudgegong River, to Gulgong, a distance of 18 miles 67 chains 55 
links. The only expensive work on the extension would be the bridge over the 
Cudgegong River, and the principal difficulties along the route would be met with 
in crossing the range of hilly ground to the north of the river. The grade would 
probably he 1 in 75 or 1 in 80. '

2. The estimated total cost of the line is £109,330, or £5,800 per mile. Estimate of 
Originally the estimate of cost was £131,800, or £6,988 per mile, this estimate cost‘ 
having been based on a trial survey made some time ago. Since the date of the 
original estimate the matter has been looked into more carefully, and it has been 
found that the line can he constructed for the reduced amount stated.
' 3. The report of the Railway Commissioners upon the proposed railway Railway Com-

represents, in a comparison between the annual cost and the traffic estimate, an™s“°"ers’ 
annual loss of £6,126, hut the Commissioners say that as the district is adapted for 
agricultural purposes “ it is only reasonable to anticipate that the construction of 
this piece of line would largely increase the area of land brought under cultivation, 
and so considerably augment the revenue of the railway.” This traffic, they further 
state, while benefiting the extension would also bring an accession to the parent, or 
Mudgee to Wallerawang, line.

4. Published with the evidence obtained on the proposed railway, and attached History of the 
to this Report, will he found a precis of proceedings in relation to the line from as far proposaL 
back as 1883,—by which it will be seen that associated with the proposal to connect 
Mudgee with Gulgong, there has all along been a conviction that the line must not 
stop at Gulgong, but must be extended in order to join with the Great Northern, or 
the Great Western, Railway.

5. The character of the country through which the proposed railway would Character of 
be understood from the report of a Sectional Committee who visited the be'traversed1 

district. That report represents that the line would pass through some large estates in
go can
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which there is only limited agricultural settlement, the land being used chiefly for 
grazing purposes ; hut that a few miles east of the surveyed route there is a tract of 
agricultural country known as the Canadian and Springfield, which is well settled 
and cultivated, and west of the route there are a number of agricultural holdings on 
M‘Donald Creek. The land in these agricultural areas is of a superior kind, pro
ducing wheat to the extent of from 18 to 20 bushels per acre, and large quantities 
of maize and hay. Emit growing is also followed, and dairy farming has been 
commenced and is likely to he extended. The grazing industry on the pastoral 
lands is carried on successfully, and the district is a favourite one for sheep in 
seasons of drought. Mining though in the past a very flourishing industry in and 
around Gulgong, at the present time is extremely depressed, hut there is hope of 
improvement.

6. Traffic prospects in connection with the railway do not appear to be 
satisfactory. The Sectional Committee are of opinion that the receipts from the 
line “ would fall short of meeting interest on capital and working expenses, hut 
would probably exceed the Railway Commissioners’ estimate.” That estimate was 
based upon information obtained by Mr. John Harper, Railway Goods Superin
tendent, who travelled from Mudgee to Gulgong for the purpose of collecting it. 
This officer was examined by the Committee, and he considers that by the construc
tion of the railway “ there would be an interchange of commodities between the two 
towns which does not take place now,” together with a passenger traffic. He also 
contends, as the Railway . Commissioners, in much the same terms, do in their 
report, that the present railway to Mudgee being a non-paying line all the traffic 
that can be brought to it, if it will only pay working expenses on the railway bring
ing it, will help to meet the interest and working expenses of the Mudgee line. At 
the same time, however, he admits that when at Gulgong it was represented to 
him that the best market for the district was westward rather than eastward, and 
that an extension of the railway from Mudgee to Gulgong and thence into the 
interior would he far more serviceable to the population in and around Gulgong 
than a railway which merely connected them with Mudgee.

7. The want of facilities for finding markets in the interior of the Colony 
westward of Gulgong is a prominent feature in the evidence given by most of the 
witnesses examined. To construct a railway from Mudgee to Gulgong and let it 
terminate there, it is emphatically stated, will not pay. It will be unprofitable to 
the State and of little use to the people of either Mudgee or Gulgong. What the 
population of Gulgong and the district surrounding it require is means for sending 
their produce into the interior, where, they say, they can supply less favoured 
districts with wheat and fodder, advantageously to those districts and profitably to 
themselves, as well as to the railway conveying the produce, and at the same time 
in successful competition with other agricultural centres already enjoying the 
benefits of railway communication with some of .those markets. To merely 
construct a railway as proposed, from Mudgee to Gulgong, with no definite idea 
of carrying it further, would be to repeat the mistake apparent, in the construction 
of the railway from Wallerawang to Mudgee. Evidence in plenty will be found 
as to the agricultural capabilities of the Gulgong district and of country within 
a convenient distance of it, and of the unprofitableness of sending produce to 
Sydney, and the effect of this in restricting the amount of production. Westward 
and north-west are the directions in which the people desire to trade, and only in 
these directions, they say, can they trade satisfactorily. Coonamble is a point 
which many persons in Mudgee and Gulgong regard as that to which a railway 
westward from Gulgong should be taken, but great advantages are also seen in an 
extension which, by connecting with a line from Werris Creek to Dubbo, would 
give to Gulgong and Mudgee the opportunity for sending produce both westward 
and north-west. In times of drought a suitable market could be found westward 
at Dubbo, or even as far as Bourke or Cobar; and north-west, produce could be 
sent to districts less favoured by nature than that of Gulgong, and with which it is 
believed a profitable trade could be carried on. By railway facilities of this kind, 
it is urged, the people of Mudgee and Gulgong would he benefited, new country 
would be opened, settlement would extend and production increase, and the railway 
itself would undoubtedly pay.
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8. The Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways has endeavoured to_ effect as
much improvement as possible in the line as it was based on the original trial struction of 
survey. Like many other surveys of the kind this one was made merely in order to the railway- 
show that the railway was practicable, and not with the object of laying down the 
best line; and since the original estimate of cost was submitted the country through 
which the railway would pass has been more closely examined with a view to 
improvement. In the improved line the earthworks are considerably less, the 
estimate for a bridge over the Cudgegong River has been very much cut down, and 
the grades have been reduced, without increasing the cost, from 1 in 40 to 1 in 80.
The difference between the results of the examination with the object of improving 
the line, and the line as it was represented by the original trial survey, appears 
to have impressed the Railway Construction Department with the necessity for a 
change in the practice hitherto followed in connection with surveys of proposed 
railways. “ The old method,” the Acting Engineer-in-Chief says, in his evidence,
“was just to run a trial line as quickly as possible, and leave it to the surveyors 
who did the permanent staking to improve it. . . . I am now adopting a different 
plan. ... I see now that it is most desirable that the trial surveys should he 
conducted with as much accuracy as possible, so’ as to show what the country is 
capable of; but at that time it was not considered necessary. A trial survey was 
run only for the purpose of showing whether a line was practicable or not.”

9. In the course of the inquiry made by the Sectional Committee they Survey from 
became aware that a survey was in progress of a line from Gulgong to Wellington, •wemDgton. 
and they came to the conclusion that as the construction of such a railway would
be very expensive, while the line would not serve the interests of the Gulgong 
district, the survey should be discontinued. This conclusion they stated in their 
report, and subsequently, at the instance of the Chairman of the Sectional Com- .
mittee, this portion of the report was forwarded in a letter from the General Com
mittee to the Minister for Works, who expressed his thanks to the Committee for 
having drawn his attention to the matter.
' 10. The Committee, after carefully considering the evidence, together with
the report of the Sectional Committee, are of opinion that the railway, as proposed, theCommit- 
ought not to he constructed, and on Thursday, 24th April, 1890, they passed the tee- 
following resolution:—

Moved by Mr. Garyard, and seconded by Mr. Humphery,—
“ That in the opinion of the Committee it is not expedient the proposed 

railway from Mudgee to Gulgong, as referred to the Committee by 
the Legislative Assembly, be carried out, they being of opinion that 
any extension of the Mudgee Railway should form part of a more 
comprehensive proposal, the consideration of which should be deferred 
until after a suggestion for a connection of the Northern and Western 
systems by a line between Dubbo and Werris Creek has been dealt 
with.”

The resolution was passed on the following division:— •
Ayes, 10. Noes, 1.

Mr. Lackey, Mr. O’Sullivan.
Dr. Garran,
Mr. Humphery,
Mr. Trietett,
Mr. Cox,
Mr. Garrard,
Mr. Tonkin, .
Mr. Dowel,
Mr. Hurley,
Mr. Lee.

7

J. P. ABBOTT,
Chairman.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,
Sydney, 6th May, 1890. ,

PAKLIAMENTAEY
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
WORKS.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE,

RAILWAY PROM MUDGEE TO GULGONG.

THTJSSDAT, 23 JANUARY, 1S30.

^rcsunt:— *
JOSEPH PALMEE ABBOTT, Esq. (Ciiaikiian) •

The- Hon. John Lackey.
The Hon. Andbew Gareax.
The Hon. Eeedekick Thomas Hu.mpiieey. 
The Hon. William Joseph Teickett. 
The Hon. Geoege Hexey Cox.

Jacor Gaeeaed, Esq.
Hexey Copelaxd, Esq.
James Ebekezee Toxkix, Esq. 
Edwaed William O’Shlliyax, Esq, 
JOITX HtjELEY, Esq.

Chaeles Alpeed Lee, Esq.

The Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Eailway from Mudgee to Gulgong.

Joseph Barling, Esq., Under Secretary for Public AVorks, sworn and examined:—
1. hi r. O’Sullivan.You are the Under Secretary for Public AYorks ? lam. J. Barling,
2. AVill you give us the particulars relating to the proposed railway from Mudgee to Gulgong? Yes, I 
hand in the papers, a 'precis of the documents relating to the line, the Commissioners’ report upon it, and
the official description of the line. [Vide Appendix.^ an'’ “ '
3. Chairmani] That is an historical record of the action of the Department in reference to the line ?
Yes.
4. Mr. O’ Sullivan.'] Can you tell the Committee whether it is in contemplation to take the line beyond 
Gulgong ? I am not in a position to say anything with regard to that. I shall bo on a future occasion.
I have not had an opportunity of consulting the Minister on it.

TUESDAY, 28 JANUARY, 1890.

JOSEPH PALMER ABBOTT, Esq. (Ciiaiioiax) .
The Hon. Johx Lackey.
The Hon. Andbew Gaeeax. 
The Hon. George Hexrt Cox. 
Jacob Gaerard, Esq.

Hexey Copelaxd, Esq.
James Ebexezee Toxkix, Esq. 
AVilltam Sprixgthorpe Dowel, 
Charles Aleked Lee, Esq. "

Esq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Mudgee to Gulgong.

Henry Deane, Esq., Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways, sworn and examined:— .
5. Mr. Tonkin.] You are Acting Engineer-in-Chief for Railways ? Yes. H. Deane,
(i. Can you give us an 37 information'on tins proposed line from Mudgee to Gulgong? Yes. I can give ■ Esq. 
you the length of the line and the estimated cost. Since this estimate of cost was submitted I have had 'A'-—s
the country examined with a view to improvement. The estimate and description that were given were 28 ^an'’ 1820, 
merely from a trial survey that was made some time ago.
7. AVhat was the length then ? About 19 miles.
8. And the estimate ? The estimate then was £131,800, or £6,988 per mile.
9. Since that survey was made have ju)u in any way altered the course? I have no detailed estimate
made; there has not been time to do it; but I find that the estimate could be reduced to £109,330 for the 
total, or £5,800 per mile. "
10. In what manner has that been reduced from the original estimate of cost? It has been reduced in 
two ways: the earthworks are considerably less, and the estimate for a bridge over the Cudgegong River 
has been cut dowm considerably.
11. AVhat were the grades ? The grades on the original line were, I think, without referring, 1 in 40, 
but on this line we can get 1 in 75 or 1 in 80 without difficult!'. That trial survey was made some time 
ago, and like many of the trial surveys, it has been made just for the sake of showing whether the line 
was practicable or not, without regard to the object of showing what the best lino might be.

36—B 12.
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12. Is the proposed line now before us less or more in distance ? It is about the same distance.
13. Can you tell us where the material deviation takes place that alters the cost so much ? It does not

i 1890 vei7 ttiuph from the present line. On this map the pale red line shows the line surveyed originally,
’ and the dotted line shows the improvement proposed by Mr. Pirth, who has recently been over the line.

14. Is this what you term a light line of railway ? The permanent way is composed of 60-lb. rails, and 
so on.
15. Is it fenced ? Tes ; fencing is allowed for.
16. Are the reduced earthworks in this construction consequent on the deviations you have made ? Tes,
in some measure. “
17. Have you been over the line yourself? No, I have not.
18. You do not know, of course then, whether material for the construction of the line can be easily got? 
I have only Mr. Firth’s report.
19. Have you a detailed statement of the cost of this line which you could give us;—how do you reduce 
the cost of the bridge ? I find that the cost of the bridge was put down at £17,500, at the original site,

. but on the plan there is a very bad crossing there. The crossing we can adopt on the improved line will 
very much reduce, the length of the bridge, and make a better crossing altogether, and the bridge at that 
place could be made for £5,500.
20. "When was the original survey made—the survey that makes this cost so much more—the first survey 
we have before us with grades of 1 in 40 ? I have not got the date here; it was some vears ago.
21. How long is it since you made this alteration ? I have revised it since Mr. Firth was over the line, 
and that was last month I believe.
22. Can you tell us how far the new site for the bridge is from the old site ? About If mile. This is 
a map showing the deviation.
23. I suppose that that would be about the greatest deviation you have from the original survey ? The 
line does not deviate from the other to that extent, and not more than a quarter of a mile, hut by keeping 
on one side of the river and crossing higher up there is a difference of a mile and a quarter in the two 
crossings.
24. You have gone up on one side of the river with the new line, and were on the other side with the old 
line ? Yes. The new line crosses the river sooner than the old line did.
25. Do you know who was the original surveyor of this line ? Mr. Carter, who is not now in the service.
26. Was this deviation made at your suggestion from looking over the plans or the specification or anything 
of the sort ? Yes. I examined these plans with Mr. Firth before he went over the line, and discussed 
the matter with him. I thought it was quite evident that the line could be materially improved; even 
without examination I was quite sure it could be done; in fact I have always thought so.
2i. Do you know whether Mr. Whitton ajrproved of this proposed line as surveyed originally ? I do not 
think it was ever exactly approved of.
23. But it was accepted in the office, I suppose, as the proper surveyed line for that railway if one were 
to be constructed ? IN'o. Tho old method was just to run a trial line as quickly as possibly, and leave 
it to the surveyors who did the permanent staking to improve it.
29. Has this permanent staking taken place ? No, it has not. But I am now adopting a different plan, 
for I saw the necessity of it. There was not the necessity at that time; but I see now that it is most 
desirable that the trial surveys should be conducted with as much accuracy as possible, so as to show 
what the country is capable of ; hut at that time it was not considered necessary. A trial survey was 
run only for the purpose of showing whether a line was practicable or not.
30. Have we not had many lines constructed purely on the original survey without any alteration or 
attempts to reduce the grades ? No, I do not think there has been one which has not been altered to 
some extent.

H. Deane, 
Esq.

John Harper, Esq., Railway G-oods Superintendent, sworn and examined :—
J. Harper, 31. Mr. Cose.'] "What are you in the Public Service ? Superintendent of goods.

32. Have you visited the country between Mudgee and Gulgong on this proposed railway route ? I have 
28 Jan. 1890. *rave^e<^ fr°m Mudgee to Giilgong for the purpose of gathering information for the Commissioners.

’ 33. How did you gather the information ? At the Mudgee station by an inspection of the books, and
from local sources at Gulgong.
331. Did you go along the surveyed line ? No.
34. You are able to speak only as to traffic statistics ? Yes. . '
35. Have you'seen the Commissioners’ report on the supposed traffic ? Yes.
36. "Was that taken from your report or was that an independent report ? That report was made from 
the figures obtained by me.
37. Do you think that continuing the line from Mudgee to Gulgong would gather anv more traffic than is 
already gathered at Mudgee ? I think there would be a local traffic between Gulgong and Mudgee which 
does not at present exist.
38. What kind of traffic ? Well, passenger traffic, and I also think that there would be an interchange of 
commodities between the two towns which does not take place now.
39. But the only means for the Gulgong people to get their produce to market is to take it to Mudgee to 
be transmitted on ? Yes, to its destination.
40. Did you hear any of the inhabitants there say that their market was outside rather than to the coast ? 
I heard a great many statements made there ; I heard the inhabitants say they expected to get a market 
in the western interior if they had a railway.
41. And do they point to this proposed line with the idea that it would be extended hereafter to the 
western interior ? That was the idea of those to whom I spoke.
42. Very few there would be inclined to support 19 miles of line unless it was the commencement of a
railway to the western interior ? I would not like to say that. I think they would he quite satisfied to 
get the line under any circumstances. ‘
43. Which people ? The Gulgong people.
44. What interchange of commodities do you suppose would take place between the two towns ? At the
present time the Gulgong people get their goods in bulk from Sydney, and we also find that where there 
is short railway communication between two towns like that there are interchanges of commodities 
carried to storekeepers, which would not occur with road carriage. 45.
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45. Since tte first estimate was sent in to the Commissioners are you aware that a new survey has been J- ^Per’
made very much lessening the cost ? No. ...
46. Therefore if the cost is lessened something more than £1,000 per mile, it will make a great difference og jan-) 1890.
to the estimate you have formed of working expenses ? I have not made any estimate of working 
expenses ; that is the Commissioners’ estimate. _
47. You have merely estimated what you suppose would be a fair amount to put down for increased
traffic on the line ? I took the actual traffic which had been carried to Mudgee and districts, which 
would be supplied were Gulgong the terminus. _ ■ .
48. Have you heard that it was in contemplation to construct a railway from Gulgong westward, and in
what direction ? I have not heard -it mentioned. _
49. Do you think it would be desirable in the interest of the community that the railway should be
carried from Mudgee to Gulgong and there remain a terminus for ever? My impression is that, the 
Mudgee line being a non-paying one, all the traffic we can bring to it, if it will only pay working 
expenses, will help to pay the cost of interest and working expenses. _
50. How could the working expenses be lessened, say, on a railway from Mudgee to "Wallerawang, if you 
only had traffic from Mudgee to Gulgong? Simply because we would expect to double the traffic of 
the 18 miles bridged over.
51. Would that help to pay for the non-paying railway between Mudgee and Wallerawang? Yes. '
52. In what way ? If it realised the average working expenses it would assist to pay it, because the 
extension of 18 miles would be a cheaply-worked line.
53. Do you know the country beyond Gulgong? No. _ _
54. Did you travel much round Gulgong ? No ; my visit was purely for statistical purposes..
55. This estimate, sent in by the Commissioners, is dated 4th September ? Yes.
56. We have just heard from another witness that the estimate has been very much reduced, by the 
re-marking of the line, consequently the estimate given here by the Hallway Commissioners would not 
be of any value in estimating the probable receipts from a line so constructed ? The receipts would
be altered. ■
57. So much per cent, if the capital expenses and other expenses were lessened ? I think that only
working expense was given. .
57f. Have you a copy of the Commissioners’ report ? Yes, it says that the permanent way expenses would 
be £1,900, the traffic expenses £750, and tbe locomotive expenses £500. The traffic expenses I do not 
think would be diminished in any way by any deviation, and the locomotive expenses I take it represent 
one-third of the working of a locomotive.
58. So tbe annual working expenses would be £3,150 ? Yes. _ _
59. In trying to make a non-paying railway pay, you would do so by inducing traffic either to or from
that particular point to which it then had arrived ? Yes. _ _
60. I asked you just now whether you were aware that people in the neighbourhood were very desirous 
to continue the railway on into the western interior ; do you know in which direction they are .most, in 
accord that it should be carried? I heard so many different opinions expressed; one wanted to junction 
at Wellington, another at Dubbo, another wished the line continued out to Coonabarabran.
61. Was there a fairly universal expression of opinion that the market for that part of the country 
should be westward rather than eastward ? That appeared to be the general impression. .
62. Consequently, for any large extension of traffic the line should be continued westward in order to 
bring the products of an agricultural district into a purely pastoral district, and enable the products of 
the pastoral district to come in by the same line that took out the cereals ? No doubt that was the 
theory of the supporters of the line.
63. You think that is feasible? Yes, it sounds feasible.
64. Do you think that that is the only way in which this line could be made to pay ? I would not be
prepared to say that. One strong argument at Gulgong was, that owing to such a large area of . wheat
growing land being held under mineral lease, they were unable to produce as much as the district was 
capable of producing. . ,
65. Do you know as a fact that a very large portion of exceedingly rich land round Gulgong is locked 
up as a gold-field reserve ? I have heard it stated, and have no reason to doubt it. .
66. Consequently the area under cultivation is very much less than it would be if this land were thrown
open to selection ? That is the statement. _
67. Do you know the nature of the soil near Gulgong? Yes, I saw some good wheat growing.
68. It is what is called a chocolate soil? Yes.
69. At what season of the year were you there ? On the 5th August. .
70. I presume that in your travels about there you saw that a comparatively small proportion was under 
cultivation, compared with the large amount in a state of nature ? Yes.

Thomas Ehodes Eirth, Esq., Assistant Engineer-in-charge of Trial Surveys, sworn and examined
71. Mr. Dowel.] Are you in the Government service ? Yes. . T. R. Firth,
72. "What is your position ? Assistant-engineer in charge of trial surveys. . . ■ Esq.
73. Will you be good enough to give the Committee any information you have respecting this proposed —--------
line from Mudgee to Gulgong ; you surveyed the line 1 believe ? I went over the line about six weeks 28 Jan., 1890. 
since, with a view to see if any improvements could be made on the old line. I had nothing to do with
the original survey,
74. What was the result of your visit ? I found that the gradients could be considerably eased, and the 
works lightened altogether.
75. What, did you find the gradients ? On the original section there was a long piece—I think about 
2 miles—1 in 40, up from the Cudgegong Hiver. That I could reduce to 1 in 80.
76. Without increasing the cost very materially ? Without increasing the cost at all.
77. Did you propose to alter the curves as well ? Not to make them any sharper. There will be a few 
more curves but none any sharper than in the old survey. ,
78. Did you propose to improve the line at all as regards excavations or embankments ? In one or two 
places I noticed we could considerably lighten the earthworks, and ease the grades at the same time.
79. You went over the whole of the proposed route ? Yes, as near to it as the fenced lines would allow
me to go. 80.
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80. "What is the character of the country through which the line would pass ? It is good soil.
81. What about the timber ? In the close neighbourhood of the line I did not see any very good timber ; 
fencing timber might be got, but I think that bridge timbers, and probably sleepers, would have to come 
some distance.
82. Did you make any exploration of the country any distance outside the proposed line ? .Vo ; not any 
distance from the proposed line.
83. Can you give the Committee any information in reference to bridges on the line ? The only bridge 
of importance is the one over the Cudgegong Hiver, and another over the Three-mile Creek ; the others 
will be 12-feet openings at the largest, 1 think.
84. What is the estimated cost of the bridge over tho Cudgegong ? I think that about £12,000 has been 
put down for that. A detailed estimate has not been got out of the cost of that, because the line I 
proposed to take has not yet been surveyed ; but I am certain that amount can do for the bridge.
85. Of what material do you propose to construct that bridge ? Timber.
86. As an engineer do you find any great difficulties in the construction of this line P Vo ; no groat 
difficulties.
87. Do you know what the estimated cost is per mile ? The original estimate, I think, is £6,988.
88. And your proposed alterations will bring the amount down something like £1,000 per mile, will they
not ? About that. "
89. Would you consider this really a branch line or a trunk line ? At the present time, if it is not carried 
beyond Gulgong, of course it is a continuation of the branch line.
90. Does it not strike you that £5,000 per mile for a branch line is rather a large amount ? Vot for that 
country—not at all.
91. As an engineer, do you think that this Committee is warranted in recommending the Government to 
construct branch lines at a cost of £5,000 per mile P I do not know anything at all about that. You 
may call the line whatever you like ; that would be the cost of it whether it is a branch line or a trunk 
line. A branch line to-day might be a trunk line next week.
92. Drom its position is it likely to be carried farther, so as to make it a trunk line (say) to Coonamble
or some other route ? I think it is very probable. ^
93. You think there is a probability of this line being extended from Gulgong, and that that will not 
remain a terminus ? I do not think that" Gulgong will remain a terminus.
94. Have you explored the country at all beyond Gulgong ? I came across from Dubbo over the route 
now being surveyed ; a trial survey was being made, and I examined that route.
95. Do you think it is likely that route will be adopted by the department ? That I cannot say. I should
look upon it as a political question. "
96. What is your opinion with regard to the route ; is it a practicable route ? Yes, and it is a very good
line.'. My estimate in going through without any figures or dimensions, but based on my own knowledge 
and judgment of the country, was that it would cost £5,800 a mile. D
97. So even a probable extension would not be done under £5,000 or £6,000 a milo ? To Dubbo.
98. In reference to ballast on this paticular line did you find a sufficient quantity ? I thiuk that ballast 
could be got out of all the ranges—the difi’erent spurs that are goue through. I could find no real 
ballast pit but I do not think there would be any difficulty in getting ballast.
99. Is there not natural ballast through which the line would pass—gravel hills or stone ? I do not think 
that there is much gravel about. There is some near Dubbo, but I do not remember seeing much between 
Mudgee and Gulgong.
100. How far do you anticipate that the cartage of your ballast would be ? A mile and a half or 2 miles 
perhaps. I expect some ballast would be got in almost every hill.
101. How long were you employed in making this recent examination of the line from Mudgee to Guln-ono- ?
Three days. h D ° "
102. Was there anyone with you assisting you in the matter? I had a surveyor with me. I brought
him with me because it is very probable that if the survey is completed he is the one who will have to°do 
the work, and he knows a little about that part of the country, and so I had him with me the whole of 
the time. "
103. I presume that you are a railway engineer well accustomed to the usual modes of constructino-
railways ? I have been constructing railways all my life. °
104. Can you say whether the man who made the original survey was an engineer or a survevor ? I
would not say that he was an engineer. . '
105. You would be inclined to say that he was a surveyor? Yes, I believe he was a surveyor.
106. Do you think it judicious on the part of the department to send these surveyors in the first instance 
to deal with such an important matter as the laying out of a line; don’t you think it is more a matter for an 
engineer p Yes, I do. I may say with regard to this portion where I take out the 1 in 40 gradient and 
reduced it to 1 in 80, originally the line surveyed did not go through Gulgong but afterwards the survey 
was ordered to be made into Gulgong, and thus it was a branch from this other line. My alteration is 
that I go 2 miles father back to start the branch, and then I get on to the same point and follow the same 
line as the other. I think it was through the surveyor being altogether in a hurry to get the work done 
that he started at the nearest point he could get to make a branch line. I think that was the reason.
107. As an engineer can you tell me what is the difference between the haulage power on 1 in 40 and on 
1 m 80 ? I have not come prepared to give jmu correct figures as to the haulage power of any locomotive.
108. Is it a very difficult calculation for an engineer to make ? No ; it is not a difficult calculation to 
make but a formula that every engineer does not carry in his head when not accustomed to make use of 
it, and it is a calculation I am not in the habit of making and therefore do not carry in my head.
109. How long will it take you to make it ? Not very long. "
110. You say a reduction from 1 in 40 to 1 in 80 would not entail any great cost ? I think not.
111. Who was the original surveyor ? I do not know.
112. Chairman.'] It was Mr. Carter? Mr. Carter is not now in the department.
113. Ifr. Dowel.] You will furnish the Committee with a statement of the difference in haula"e power on
a grade of 1 in 40 and on a grade of 1 in 80 ? Yes. °

PARLIAMENTARY
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Railway from Mudgee tg Gulgong.1

APPENDIX.

1S89

5 Juno. ]889.

A.
Precis of Peoceedin'gs ix relation to the Proposed Railway, Mudgee to Gulgong, and Extension to Dubbo

or Wellington. .
There would appear to have been earlier action in this matter, but the papers in connection therewith are missing. The
following is a pjccis of the papers which are now on the file. . • x, .. nr,,- iwa

The Municipal Council of Gulgong wrote to the Members for the district, requesting them to use their influence to Maj, isss 
obtain a survey of a line from Gulgong to Mudgee. A survey had already been made as far as Slasher s Hat, and they 
desired to have it completed. They added that the Mudgee and Coonamble people were agitating for a line to the latter 
place, via Gulgong. The Members were informed by the department that a survey to Coonamble had been authorized, and.
would go as near to Gulgong as possible. . .................... , , ^ - j , ' j.i j. -.c ja 1f. -.qqo

The Council Clerk wrote to the Engineer-in-Chief in connection with the statement last referred to, that if the P •> ‘ •
survey then being made, via Rouse’s Guntawang Paddock and the Cobborah Road, were adopted, it .wouid place the station 
3.V miles from the town. Another route then in course of being marked out from Rouses paddock to near the powder 
magazine, would bring the station within J mile of the town, and would pass nearly all the way through Government land.
Again, if a line were surveyed from the back of Hutchinson’s farm by the Three-mile to the cemetery, and thence to the 
powder magazine, the station would be close to the town. _ n *

Subsequent to this other documents bearing on the subject were received, but are not now on the me. oc « vsqq
Mr. Wall, M.P., wrote to the Minister, reminding him of a promise made by him (as alleged) to a deputation -o *cPc-> ^ 

which waited upon him the previous year, to the effect that he would instruct Mr. Townsend to carry out the Colo v alley 
survey to Wellington, and intimating that the persons concerned had it in view to form another deputation to wait upon 
the Minister to urge the performance of that promise. ,

Mr. Whitton, in reply to the Minister, stated that, unless expressly ordered by the Minister, he did not intend to .
carry out the survey in question. The report of the deputation referred to above is one of the missing papers, but on the paper 
now under notice the Minister’s utterance on that occasion was quoted for the Minister’s information. “ He thought he 
could promise a continuation of the survey (to Wellington.) The country could not lose much by that. Whatever the 
result, the information thus gained would always he available.” The Minister directed that the matter should stand over.

Mr. Wall, M.P., addressed Mr. Secretary Fletcher, pointing out that his predecessor had given a definite promise 17 Jan., 1889. 
that he would authorize the completion of the Colo Valley survey from Mudgee to Wellington, via Gulgong, and pressing 
for early attention to the matter. The Minister minuted that, as lie found by the papers that a promise had been given, 
the survey must be put in hand as soon as the business of the Department would admit.

Messrs. Wall and Black, M’s.P., waited on Mr. Secretary Bruce Smith to urge the same matter. They stated that - Mar- 
the market for produce from the Mudgee district was up the Western Line, and that to reach V ellington by rail involved 
a detour of 220 miles, via Wallerawang and Bathurst, while the actual distance was only 47 miles. 1'hey had asked for 
this survey as a continuation of the Colo Valley route, but it was immaterial whether it were done so, or as an independent 
work. Mr. Whitton was of opinion that, if a line were surveyed from Mudgee to the Western Line, via Gulgong, it would 
he desirable to connect at Dubbo instead of Wellington, adding that, as a line had already been surveyed from Mudgee to 
Coonamble, via Gulgong, it would only be necessary now to make a trial survey from the latter place. The Minister, on the 
strength of this opinion of Mr. Whitton, authorized a trial survey from Gulgong to the Western lane at Dubbo.

° Mr. Haynes, M.P., forwarded to the Minister resolutions carried at a public meeting held at Gulgong, to the effect—
(1) that the Government be urged to put the work in hand immediately on the completion of the above survey ; (2) that 
the proposed extension would be an important feeder to the Mudgee line, and make it a paying concern, while it would 
relieve the "Western Line of a- great part of the heavy traffic, and effect a saving in fares and freight for the people of the 
western districts and Bourke; and (3) that they were prepared to lay before the Railway Commissioners and the Public 
AVorks Committee statistics proving that the line would pay from the outset. ^

A public meeting was held at Goolma, at which resolutions in favour of a line from Gulgong to AA ellington via 
Goolma, and condemnatory of the Dubbo line, were carried. ’

A public meeting was also held at AVellington, at which similar views were affirmed, and it was shown by a quota- 14 June, 1389. 
tion from an official document that Mr. Commissioner Goodchap was in favour of AVellington as the point of connection 
with the western line. . . 0 T

Mr. Ferguson, M.P., waited on Mr. Secretary Bruce Smith to advocate the Wellington route. He maintained that ^ Junc> 
the adoption of that route would save 30 miles of railway construction, and that the quality of the land was not surpassed 

.in the whole Colony. He urged that a surveyor might be sent to examine the two routes, and report which of them was 
the preferable one. The Minister promised to confer with the Engineer-in-Chief, and to consider the. question of having an 
alternative survey made—Gulgong to AArellington. Mr. Deane reported that no survey had been made from Gulgong to 
AVellington, but that only 20 miles of survey would be required to connect with the line already surveyed from Wellington 
to AVerris Creek. Recommended that that survey should be put in hand on the completion of survey Gulgong to Dubbo. It 
was most desirable to have full information as to the best route before adopting any. The Minister approved, and the sur
veyors on the Gulgong-Dubbo survey were instructed accordingly. . '

Mr. Haynes, M.P., wrote, urging early action in connection with the extension to Gulgong.
Mr. Deane reported that the survey from Mudgee to Gulgong was completed, but before anything further was 4 July, 1889. 

doue the two surveys—Gulgong to Dubbo, and Gulgong to AVellington—must be finished, as the connection of Mudgee 
with the western line would, have to be considered as a whole. They would he completed in about five months, when a 
full report would be submitted.

The Railway Commissioners were asked to report on the line Mudgee to Gulgong, and, in anticipation of their 31 July, 1889. 
own visit, they despatched Mr. Superintendent Harper on a tour of observation over the district. Mr. Harper reported 
that besides Gulgong the settlements of'Coolah, Cobbora, Mundooran, Denistown, ami Coonabarrabran would be served by 
the proposed line. The following were particulars of traffic which passed through Mudgee from and to these districts in 
the most favourable season (1887-1888).

To—
360 tons special class traffic.
1,000 tons 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th classes.

From—
750 tons wheat, flour, &c.

50 trucks hay, straw, &c.
100 tons skins, hides, &c.

’ 60 tons 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th classes.
500 trucks cattle.
400 trucks sheep.

1,250 tons wool.

15 June, 1889.

These
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These goods, if carried the whole distance of 18 miles, would bring us £912 13s. of additional revenue. He estimated 
the passenger traffic at £425, and adding £300 for possible increase of local traffic we had an estimated total traffic, amounting 
to £1,637 13s. The district was a good one, having large areas of fine land, and well-known mineral resources. Opinions 
(locally) were divided as to the course which any extension beyond Gulgong should take. Until the northern system was 
connected with the south and west the question of the direction the traffic would take must remain an open and debatable 
one. The population of Gulgong was said to be 1,200.

The Railway Commissioners submitted a report on the line, but as the document itself will be laid before the Com
mittee it need not be condensed here. >

C.A.B.,
____________ ______________________ 22/1/90.

B.
Railway Commissioners’ Report.

Office of the Railway Commissioners of New South Wales, Sydney, 4 September, 18S9. 
Proposed Line of Railway from Mudgee to Gulgong, 18 miles 68 chains.

In accordance with section 13 of the Public Works Act, 1888, we beg to report as under :—
Cost of Construction—

The Engineer-in-Chief estimates the cost of constructing the line (exclusive of land and
compensation), at ................................................................................................................... £131 800

• Annual Cost—
Capital expenditure, at 3J per cent............................................................................................... £4 613

The estimated cost of working would be as under—
Permanent way expenses................................................................................  £1,900
Traffic expenses ................................................................................................ 750
Locomotive expenses........................................................................................ 500

‘ ----- ------ £3,150

Total annual cost ........................................................................ £7 703

Traffic Estimate—
Coaching and mails ........................................................................................ £525 0 0
Goods and live stock........................................................................................ X 112 13 0

—-------------£1,637 13 0
It will be seen from the foregoing figures that the extension of the line from Mudgee to Gulgong would not, if based 

on present number of passengers fl,nd tonnage of goods passing through Mudgee cb route to Gulgong, and places beyond 
pay even the working expenses of the line, but as_ the district passed through is adapted for agricultural purposes, it is 
only reasonable to anticipate that the construction of this piece of line would largely increase the area of land brought 
under cultivation, and so considerably augment the revenue of the railway. 8
. ’Phe Mudgee line does not pay its working expenses, and there is ho immediate prospect of it improving, except by 
its extension in the direction indicated, as most of the expected increased traffic would not only benefit the proposed 
extension but would also pass along the line at present in use, and so bring an accession of revenue to the parent line.

The Seal of the Railway Commissioners of New 
South Wales was hereunto affixed this 4th 
day of September, in the year of our Lord 
1889, in the presence of,—

H. M'Lachlan.

fE. M. G. EDDY,
Chief Commissioner. 

W. M. FEHON,
Commissioner. 

CHARLES OLIVER,
. Commissioner.

(L.S.)
(l.s.)

(l.s.)

c.
Official Description of the proposed Railway.

. Mudgee to Gulgong ; length, 18 miles 67 chains 55 links.
The estimated cost of constructing a single line of Railway is £131,800, or £6,988 per mile, exclusive of cost of land

and compensation.
This proposed line is a continuation of the branch line from Wallerawang, which is now terminated in Mudgee at 
189 miles 13 chains 15 links from Sydney. ’

The proposed line is terminated alongside Caledonian-street in Gulgong, at 208 miles and 70 links, being a length of 
18 miles 67 chains 55 links.

The_ country traversed is fairly easy throughout. The only expensive work would be the bridge over the Cudgegong 
River, which is crossed at 199 miles ; and the chief difficulties on the route are the crossing of the range of hilly ground 
to the north of the river.

A trial survey is now being made to connect Gulgong with Dubbo. The extension northwards from Gulgong to 
Coonamble, and also a branch from this at Mendoran to Narrabri, via Coonabarabran, have already been surveyed.

August, 1889.

D.
\_To evidence of T. JR. Mrth, Esq.']
Locomotive Haulage and Gradients. .

Department of Public Works, Railway Construction Branch,
Engineer-in-Chief’s Office, Sydney, 29 January, 1890. 

Memorandum.
J H-WE .p16 1° inform the Committee, in reply to a question asked me yesterday during my examination respecting
the line from Mudgee to Gulgong, that a locomotive wall haul a gross load of 74 per cent, more on a gradient of 1 in 80 
than on a grade of 1 in 40, all other things being equal.
The Chairman, Public Works Committee. - THOMAS R. FIRTH.

E.
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E.
Mttdgee to Gtogono Baitway.

Book of Beference to Parliamentary Plan.

No.
Names of

Name of Parish. Description of Property. State of Remarks.on Culfch ation.Plaji. Owners. Occupiers.

County of Wellington.
Mudgee
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it

a

a

a

a
i»

>i

>}

a

a

a
J5
}>
3>
»
it

ii

Munna

a

a
i>
a
i>

it

1
2 y>
4 "
5 j> .......................
3
7 35 ......................
3
g

10 **
11
12
13 Abel Woodcraft.. Vacant.
14 Wm. Hedley.
15 Vacant.
16 E. A. Hardin ..
17 .................. Jas. M‘Grugan...
18
19 Abel Woodcraft. Vacant.
20 Town allotment and bouse ... W. J. Stewart ... W. J. Stewart.
21 Vacant.
22 George Scott ...
23
24
25
26 ”
27 Lane ............................. a ...........
28 Town allotment and house ... Edward Perran.. R. Crawford.
29
30 Geo. Rochester... Mrs. Shipw'ay.
31
32
33
34
35
36
37 Emma King ..
38 ” ........
39 — Cox ....... — Cox.
40
41 F. Macintosh.
42 P. Macintosh ...
43
44

46
47 Town allotment............. Peter Rheinbergei Vacant.
48
49 House and allotment ......... J. Bay ley ... H. Pye.
SO T
51 Sam Blackman.. Vacant.
52 Partly cleared. Mrs. A. Cox.....
£3
54 — Smith......... — Smith.

56 Cultivated.....
57 Crown...........
58 Cleared......... H. Crossing . . H. Crossing.
59 House, &c., and grazing lane „ ......... . George Crossing. . George Crossing.
59^ Mrs. Crossing Henry Crossing.
60 Crown .......
61

ling stock.
62 Henry Crossing.
6*
64 — Cox ....... — Cox.
65 a • • • •

Crown .........66 .
Cleared land...................... Cultivated ... ■ | Jas. Atkinson ...1 ... .

County of Phillip.
Galimbene ....... 67a Cleared land .................. Cultivated .. G. H. Co- ........

675 Public school and grounds . Crown *..........
68 Bush land ........................ j> ............
69
70 Jas. Atkinson ... Jas. Atkinson.
71 Crown ..............
72JJ .......
73

Richard Rouse..31 .......
74 Richard Rouse.
75 Crown........... .. ..

“ 76 Guntawang Road ................ .......................
13 ....... 77 Town allotment .................. ” ..............

Gold-field reserve

Reserved for town 
common.

G-ulgong.

H. DEANE.
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

RAILWAY FROM MUDGEE TO GULGONG.

REPORT.

The Sectional Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, 
for whose consideration and report was referred, on the 13th March, 1S90, the 
examination of local witnesses, and the inspection of the route of the proposed 
railway from Mudgee to Gulgong, beg to report to the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Public Works:— -

That they left Sydney on Priday, March 21st, 1890, and opened^ proceedings 
at the Mudgee Court-house on Saturday, March 22nd, by examining the following 
witnesses:—Messrs. J. Atkinson, D. Cassin, G. Crossing, J. Loneragan, J. Janes, 
J. Barry, J. W. Townsend, J. Parker, T. W. Connelley, C. J. Horsley, E. Haley, 
and J. C. Carter. On Monday, March.2fth, the Committee left Mudgee for Gulgong 
at 9 a.m., accompanied by Mr. Kennedy, railway surveyor, by the road nearest to the 
amended route of the proposed line, examining the site of the proposed bridge over 
the Cudgegong Biver, and arriving at Gulgong at noon. The Committee took 
evidence in the Court-house from 2 p.m. to 10 p.m., examining the following 
witnesses:—Messrs. C. Zimmler, T. Kennedy, J. E. Plunkett, B. Bouse, jun., 
Sergeant Steele, J. Tuxford, A. C. Garling, J. Hollow, E. Gilbert, C. Young, 
B. Stear, W. E. Bussell, W. Eletcher, H. D. Voss, and B. Heard. On the following 
morning the Committee left Gulgong at 9 o’clock, and inspected the route of the 
surveyed line to Dubbo, as far as Wialdra or Beedy Creek Bridge. Subsequently— 
at 11 a.m.—the Committee met in the Court-house, Gulgong, and examined 
Messrs. B. Bouse (“Guntawang,”) J. F. Baylis, E. Taylor, W. B. Benson, A. Cross, 
J. Curran, and T. E. Eletcher. The inquiry was closed at Gulgong at 1 p.m. The 
Committee returned the same day to Mudgee, via Canadian and Wilbertree, and con
cluded their inquiry at Mudgee in the evening. The Committee left Mudgee for 
Sydney at 9'30 a.m. on Wednesday, March 26th.

The Committee observed that the proposed line from Mudgee to Gulgong 
passes through a few large estates where there is but limited agricultural settlement, 
the land being chiefly used for grazing purposes, and portions of it being adapted for 
agriculture. . A few miles east of the surveyed line, however, is a tract of agricultural 
land known as the Canadian and Springfield, which is well settled and cultivated. 
To the west of the proposed line are a number of agricultural holdings on the 
M£Donald Creek. The line, therefore, although passing through private estates, 
will serve the areas referred to upon either side. The agricultural land is of a 
superior character, averaging, in a fair season, from 18 to 20 bushels of wheat per 
acre. Maize and hay are largely cultivated, whilst a variety of fruits arc successfully 
grown.

Dairying has been entered upon, and is likely to be extended. The proprietor 
of the Guntawang estate intimates his intention of offering facilities for the 
development of that industry, and has established a butter factory upon his 
property with that object in view. .
. Grazing is carried on successfully in the district. A considerable number of
cattle are raised and fattened, whilst the horses are of noted excellence. In seasons 
of drought sheep are brought down to the district from less favoured country.

36 (a)—A The
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The mining industry is in a condition of extreme depression, but there is hope 
of a revival. Efforts are being made to trace the lost leads, and there are anticipa
tions by the mining community of a successful development of the mineral resources 
in the vicinity of Denisontown.

Evidence pointed to the fact that Gulgong is a trading centre for a number 
of outlying localities in which agriculture and grazing are combined. It may also 
be noted that timber, suitable for railway and general purposes, has been obtained, 
and still is obtainable, within 15 miles of the town.

It was confidently asserted that the extension of the proposed line would 
provide a market for the productions of the district.

The Committee are of opinion that the receipts from the proposed railway, 
if constructed, would fall short of meeting interest on capital and working expenses, 
hut would probably exceed the Railway Commissioners’ estimate.

The Sectional Committee do not recommend the 'construction of a railway 
from Mudgee to Gulgong, as proposed, being of opinion that any extension of the 
Mudgee railway should form part of a more comprehensive proposal, the considera
tion of which should he deferred until after a suggestion for a connection of the 
northern and western systems by a line between Dubbo and Werris Creek has been 
dealt with.

The Committee are of opinion that the survey of a line from Gulgong to 
Wellington should he discontinued. The line would he a very expensive one to 
construct and would not serve the interests of the district.

March 26th, 1890.
J. GARRARD,

Chairman.

PARLIAMENTARY
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE.

RAILWAY FROM MUDGEE TO GULGONG.

[T-A-KKN" BEFORE THE SEOTIOTTAE COMMITTEE.]

SATURDAY, 22 MARCH, 1800.
\Tho Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Mudgee, at 10

$rcs£nt:—
JACOB GABEABD. Esq. (Cuaimiax) •

The Hon. Ebedeeick Thomas Humpiieky. | Edwaed AVidliani O’Sudliyak, Esq. .
John Hubley, Esq.

The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Bailway from Mudgee to Gulgong.

Air. James Atkinson, grazier, sworn and examined:—1
1. Chairmani] How long have you resided in Mudgee and district? Thirty years.
2. "What is your occupation ? A small grazier. ..
3. How far "from Mudgee is your holding situated ? In two or three small places, from 10 to 1- miles
from Mudgee. .
4. In what direction ? Partially towards Gulgong, hut principally ho tween here and Bathurst.
5. Would the proposed line, if constructed, be of any advantage to you in connection with your holding.
I do not know whether it would or not. I notice from the map that the railway would run right through 
my holding, and it would be a disadvantage to cut me off from tho water.
G. How many acres do you possess ? 960 acres. _
7. How many acres are devoted to grazing purposes ? About 80 acres are cultivated. '
8. What is the nature of the product ? Lucerne.
9. Where do you find a market for it ? I use it principally for my own stock. _
10. What market do you send your stock to ? Principally to Sydney, when 1 send anything at all.
11. Do you use the Mudgee line for that purpose ? Yes. _ _
12. Do you know the country between here and G-ulgong? Yes, intimately.
13. Is it good country or indifferent country ? Very good country. ^ _ _ .
14. Is it good grazing country or fit for agricultural purposes ? Nearly all of it is fit for agricultural 
purposes.
15. Has much of it been taken up for agricultural purposes ? A fair amount has been taken up, but on
account of the reserve of a mile on each side of the trial survey line, it has only been taken up under con
ditional purchase. ■
16. Are there a large number of reserves immediately adjacent to the trial survey ? There are none, with
the exception of a few small stock reserves. ^
17. What wras it that first brought Gulgong into existence. Was it on account of its good land, or on
account of the mining mania ? It wras brought into existence by a large amount, of gold being obtained 
there, in the first instance. That, howrever, is now pretty well exhausted, and it is the farming interest 
which now supports it. There is very little mining about the place. . _ . .
18. We may consider, then, that as far as mining is concerned, Gulgong is dead ? Yes; if it were not
for farming pursuits there would be a very small population indeed there. .
19. But there is a large area of good ground fit for agricultural purposes which would suit a large popu-

Mr. J. 
Atkinson.

22 Mar., 1S!>0.

lation? Yes. . • , n i
20. Do you think, if the line wore constructed, that it would give an impetus to settlement in tho Gulgong 
district ? It would to a certain extent; but the line would require to be extended still further. I am 
intimately acquainted with the country beyond Gulgong—between Gulgong and Dubbo, and between 
Gulgong and the Talbragar. The country beyond Gulgong is equally as good as it is about Gulgong 
itself. About 30 miles begond Gulgong the valley of the Talbragar opens out, and there is more agricul
tural land in that valley than there is round about Gulgong.
21. What is the nearest point of any existing railway to this place ? Mudgee, at present.. .
22. Then whatever produce goes from there at present finds its way to Mudgee ? Yes, principall}r. .
23. If the railway is taken 18 miles further, the produce would still go to Mudgee, and the construction 
of the line would probably lead, to greater production ? Yes. I cannot speak too highly of the.country 
in the Talbragar district. It is excellent land, and it is quite as good as any in the Mudgee district.
24. Is it true that the people of Mudgee do not look upon the proposal to extend the line further, west 
as one of benefit to themselves ? I was chairman of the Bailway League from the time of its initiation

36 (»)—A .............................. - ’ ' until
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Atkinson. tho railway was constructed to Mudgee. The people of Mudgee are decidedly of opinion that unless
, tho hne is continued out north-west it will never pay. The extension to Gulgong will be a step in the 

22 Mar., 1890. ^ht direction; but if it is to stop at Gulgong it will be of very little service. I do not think the line 
^ V? hay anJ better from here to Gulgong than any portion of the line between here and 'Wallerawang.
25. Tou were chairman of the old Railway League ? Tes.
26. Did you and the members of that league advocate the extension of the line from Wallerawang only
as part of a further extension ? Always. “ J
27. Did you never say that if the line were extended to Mudgee it would pay P No.
28. No such representations were ever made by the league? No. We looked upon it that our market 
tor produce would be outwards—-to the west. We considered that if the line were extended there would 
be a better chance of getting a fair price for our wheat than if it stayed at Mudgee. At present we have 
only the Sydney market to depend upon.
29. According to that the line was started at the wrong end—it ought to have started here and gone out 
west r But we still want it to be connected with Sydney.
30. Then this railway, which has been constructed at such an enormous expense, and which is a white 
elephant to the State, is a mistake altogether so far as to the giving you access to your markets, which are 
oi wes^’ls. concerned ? It would have paid to construct the line from Mudgee outward.
31. Do you think that if the line is only taken from Mudgee to Gulgong it will assist this non-paying 
~?e Wallerwang to Mudgee ? If it stops at Gulgong I do not think it will materially assist that line.
. r ■ VV lJi 113 assist it at all, or be an additional drag on the State ? I do not think it would pay any better 
it it were extended from here to Gulgong alone.
33. Where do you think it should be extended to? There have been some surveys made of lines to 
connect the northern with the western systems between Dubbo and Wellington. Such a line must 
necessarily come down the valley of the Talbragar. If the line were carried on beyond Gulgono- and 
were connected with the rich country of the Talbragar, a cross line from the Northern line could°conie 
into it at right angles. The whole of this rich district would then be connected with the west.
34. It the line were carried out in the direction referred to, it would not benefit Mudgee at all, because 
the good land oi the Talbragar would come into competition with yours, and being so much nearer the 
western markets, the settlers there would cut you out altogether ? I think there is room for all.
3i m0J°U tlurjk tl?ere is a sufficl'ent market to the west to take all the products of the Mudo-ee, GuDong 
and Talbragar districts ? In a great measure. ° ° ’
36. Are there many settlers in the district you speak of ? There is a large number, but they are so taxed 
by dray carriage that they cannot compete with those who send to Sydney. They have to carry about 50 
miles by road, and that would be reduced to 30 if the line were extended to Gulgong. Even that 30 
miles is a heavy tax upon them. Before I came to Mudgee, thirty or forty years before the line was 
constructed, I paid a charge of £1 per ton, or 6d. a bushel, for carrying grain from Windsor to Sydney. 
Under existing arrangements I can send grain or maize from here to Sydney, a distance of 185 miles at 
d|d. per bushel. Irom Windsor, which is less than 40 miles distant, it used to be 6d. per bushel.
37. But still, you clo not use the Sydney market very much ? We do use it.
38. But not sufficient to make the line pay ? No.
39. Mr. O’ Sullivan^} You are aware that one of the reasons for the proposal to construct the line 
between Mudgee and Gulgong, is to assist the present Mudgee line ? I think it will only do so to a 
certain extent, unless it is carried further out.
40. Y®11 tell us that the Mudgee people look to their market in the west and north-west ? As their best

f}- -It their produce goes out that way, it cannot assist the line between here and Wallerawano- ? Some- 
?olemi!; i ^ ®D^ney- ffihe most profitable way for us would be out west. °
ao' wf* S0’ maior Portion of the produce would go out west ? I anticipate so.
43. Which line would be to the best interests of your district ? A line from here to Coonamble, or to 
connect with a line which would run between Dubbo and Werris Creek, and give access to the western
and north-western markets. We have endeavoured to get an extension from here to Coonamble, and 
nave taiJed. Ihe interests of other people were very much against it. The best thing, as an alternative 
would be to connect the line between the cross line which runs from the northern line to somewhere 
about Dubbo. It it were carried as far as Talbragar, it would be 50 miles towards Coonamble.
Tf'LL0UajrewWar-e o ^ ®?llway Department entertains the idea of constructing a line between 
Dubbo and Werris Creek ? Yes.
45. That being so, a line running from Mudgee and touching that line, would be of great assistance to 
the people oi this district in getting their produce to the north-west ? • Of great assistance indeed. 
j” *,ou do ^ s™er so much from drought in. this district as they do in the back country P No.
47. You are able to produce fodder ? Xes ; if we had a market for it. *
48. Then itere would be good markets for the fodder in the western and north-western districts if vou 
had access to them ? Yes, we could produce more than we do at the present time.

,A line from Mudgee, touching the Dubbo and Werris Creek lines, would be likely to develop a laruo 
fodder trade in the north and north-west ? Yes ; a large amount indeed. At one time, when the drouo-ht 
was severe at Coonamble, hay was selling there at £35 per ton, and here it was only from £3 to £4 
per ton.
o0. If the Dubbo to Werris Creek line is not carried out, which is the best point on the western line for 
the line under consideration to touch at ? .Somewhere close to Dubbo.
51. Between Dubbo and Wellington P Xes.
52 Then the Gulgong route wouM be avai^bie? Yes. At the same time, if it were determined to 
make the most direct route from Mudgee to connect with the western line, it would leave Gulgong con- 
mderably to the right. It would mean a distance of from 5 to 6 miles being added to the line from 
Mudgee to Dubbo, via Gulgong. .
'farmCT*6^ ^ agl'iCUltU1’al Settlement betWeeU'Dubb0 and G'ulSonS ? Tes 1 principally small sheep

rr' iand good along that route ? Not so good as it is about Talbragar.
oo. Would a line to serve the Talbragar district come to Gulgong ? Yes ; but still there would be the 
dray cartage to contend with,

56.
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56. You are aware that the probable working expenses of this line will he £7,130 per annum. That 
includes £1,900 for permanent way expenses ; £750 for traffic way expenses ; £3,150 for annual working 
expenses : and locomotive expenses, £500. The probable receipts, as stated by the Commissioners, are, for 22Mr^90 
coaching and mails, £525 ; goods and live-stock, £1,112 13s. 6d.; or a total of £1,637 ;—you see that there ar-’ * 
is a great disparity between the probable receipts and the probable working expenses ? Yes.
57. Do you think we would be justified in recommending the construction of a branch line to Gruigong, 
knowing there would be a loss of nearly £5,000 a year upon it? Not unless it were determined to carry 
the line further. I do not think the Gfovernment would be justified in constructing the line, unless it 
were intended to extend it.
58. Then you only recommend the line to G-ulgong with a view to its future extension ? Decidedly.
59. Mr. MumpheryDo you know that a survey was applied for between G-ulgong and Wellington?
Yes. .
60. Are you familiar with the country between the two points ? Yes.
61. What is the distance ? Nearly 50 miles. ■
62. What is the distance between G-ulgong and Dubbo? Between 60 and 70 miles.
63. Dubbo is 20 miles further than Wellington ? Yes.
64. Do you know the character of the country between Wellington and G-ulgong;—is it superior to that
between Dubbo and Gulgong ? The country between Wellington and Gulgong is superior to that between 
Gulgong and Dubbo, unless it is on the cross route from the northern to the western line. That line 
would come down the valley of the Talbragar, which, as 1 have already stated, contains a large amount of 
good agricultural land. •
65. Has the Talbragar land been taken up by small settlers, or is it all in large areas ? There are some 
large settlers, but there is a great number of small settlers upon it.
66. Would the Talbragar district be served by a line between Gulgong and Wellington ? No ; the Tal
bragar district would not be within 20 miles of the line.
67. What distance would the Talbragar district be from the nearest station on a line between Gulgong and 
Wellington? Gulgong would be the nearest point to the Talbragar country which I speak of.
68. What is the nearest station at present to the Talbragar ? Mudgee.
69. Is there any settlement between here and Gulgong ? Only ordinary farms.
70. Where the railway is accessible to within a distance of 5 or 6 miles, would not that sufficiently serve 
a farming population ? Yes. There is a great farming population within 5, 6, or 10 miles, and even 
further than that.
71. Is there much land under cultivation ? A great deal. ■
72. Dor. what ? Grain, in small portions. Wheat is principally grown, and corn, maize, and oats.
73. Mr. HurleyYou recognise the fact that you require a larger population in the district to create a
revenue for the railway ? Yes. .
74. Do you know whether there is any land between here and Gulgong available for the agricultural 
traffic? A large amount. The difficulty has been on account of the different trial surveys, and on 
account of the reservation of a mile on each side of the trial sufvev line.
75. Dp you look upon those reservations as a wise provision? Undoubtedly.
76. The reserves would be readily taken up in the event of the railway being constructed ? Yes ; in the 
event of the line being decided'upon.
77. What is the value of land within 5 miles of Mudgee ? It all depends on the description.
78. Agricultural land ? On the flats, between here and Broombee, it is worth between £30 and £40 an 
acre. Between here and Gulgong the land would be worth at least £2 an acre.
79. If the Government were to offer the land for sale by auction, would it readily realize that amount?
Yes, close to the line. .
80. You have some knowledge of the country between here and Dubbo ? Yes ; I have been over the 
country frequently.
81. And the proposed survey line from here to Dubbo ? I do not know whether there is to be a line to 
connect the Western, or Dubbo line. I know a survey has been made from Dubbo to Gulgong, and also 
from Wellington to Gulgong.
82. But, knowing the country through which a line to Dubbo would pass, and knowing the Gulgong '
district, do you think there would be sufficient trade in Gulgong to cause the Department to recommend
a detour of something like 5 miles in order to reach that place ? The line would serve a larger amount of 
agricultural land by going to Gulgong. I think they would be justified in making the recommendation, 
although the people of Mudgee want to be connected with the Western line. It would suit them better 
to be connected between Dubbo and Wellington, rather than go to Gulgong at all.
83. You were chairman of the Bailway League for some years ? Yes.
84. I suppose you have always had the idea that the railway should extend further west than Gulgong ?
I have never had any doubt but what it will be necessary to extend the line, to make it pay.
85. Have you ever given any consideration to the question of connection with the metropolis, through the 
Colo Yalley route ? Yes ; but the expense would be a great objection.
86. Have you taken the question of expense into consideration ? Yes.
87. You are aware of the congested traffic on the mountains at the present time? Yes. The line would 
be a very desirable one indeed, were it not affected by the question of expense. It would be an ad
vantage to the whole of the western interior if the Colo Yalley line could be carried out, because it 
would lessen the distance for all the western traffic to Sydney from Dubbo.
88. What are the industries which would be benefited by an extension of the line beyong Gulgong ? The 
farming interest, principally, which would have a command of the country to the westward and northward.
89. Would it cause any other resources to be developed ? I do not know that it would. It would increase 
cultivation, which is of paramount importance to this place.
90. Have you any knowledge of the grades between Lithgow and Orange ? No.
91. You have not studied the question of grades on the railway there ? 1 have only read communications
on the subject.
92. Have you heard anything as to the advantages likely to accrue to the Cobar copper-fields and to the
Barrier, in the event of the railway being constructed from Nyngan to Cobar, and from Cobar to 
Wileannia and Broken Hill ? We have large coal-fields within 30 miles from here, and there is an immense 
coal-field close to Bylstone. . 98.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—RAILWAY FROM MUDGEE TO GULGONG. 3
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t Aft^’ ^*s s*^e °f By^tone ? Tes, and on tlie other side also. There are unlimited seams there. I
have seen one or two of them 8 or 10 feet thick.

2 2 Mar. 1890. ^T1(l tt^t would be on the falling grade westward ? T do not know that it would; but I presume that
’ it would, on account of the westward district being lower.

95. It would be to the advantage of the coal industry if the line were constructed to Dubbo ? Tes.
• 96. And there is every probability of a good trade opening up west, especially for coal measures ? I

think so.
97. Do you know anything of the gold-field reserve around Gulgong ? There is a large amount of gold
fields reserved. I find that the miners almost prefer to dig upon private land rather than upon Govern
ment land. They are surer of the private land. If the Government land turns out rich, there are always 
disputes. I think the Gulgong reserve is monstrously large.
98. Do you consider the land would be suitable for other purposes than searching for precious metal ? 
Undoubtedly. It would be better for agricultural land ; but at the present time it is shut out from 
occupation.
99. If the reserve were thrown open, do you think it would be readily sought after by agriculturists ? 
Tes; the whole of it would be at once taken up for farming purposes.
100. But, in the event of no railway being constructed to the district, it would be utterly valueless for 
farming purposes ? Not altogether. It would pay well to grow wheat at 4s. a bushel.
101. In your opinion, the construction of a railway solely to Gulgong would be a national mistake and a 
waste of public money ? I do not think the country would be justified in going to the expense of taking 
the line to Gulgong and stopping there.-
102. Tou look upon it as a greater national incubus than the line from ITallerawang to Mudgee ? Tou 
put words into my mouth •which I do not utter. It is true that the line to Mudgee may not pay 
directly, but indirectly it does pay.. I am able now to send grain to Sydney by rail, a distance of 180 
miles, at 31d. per bushel; whereas in years gone by, before the railway was constructed, I had to pay 6d. 
a bushel for carrying it a distance of 40 miles—from Windsor to Sydney.
103. Are you not aware of the fact that, with the exception of the Junee-Hay railway, the line from
Wallerawang to Mudgee is the worst paying line in the country ? It may be. I do not know whether it 
is, or not. I believe it pays indirectly, though not directly. “ -
104. If the line were extended to Gulgong, you would look upon it as a still further national loss ? 
It would be, directly, but not indirectly.
105. Mr. Mumpher;/,~\ Would there be a considerable saving in haulage between Bourke and Sydney if a 
line were constructed between Dubbo and Mudgee ? Tes. It would be at least 20 or 30 miles shorter 
than by the present route.

1 PARLIAMEKTABY STANDING COlOIITTItE ON PUBLIC 'WORKS.

Mr. Daniel Cassin, Hour-mill manager, sworn, and examined:—
Mr.D. Cassm. 106. Mr. HumpheryWhat is your occupation ? I am manager of a flour-mill.

B°'v long have you been in this district? Upwards of forty years.
•’ 8J0,107. Have you examined the map showing the proposed extension ? I have.

108. Can you say whether any deviation in the proposed route is desirable in the interests of those who
are settled on the land between here and Gulgong ? I do not think so. I think the line, as proposed, 
would suit the district. ■
109. Tou think the line, as proposed, would suit the district ? I do.
110. Do you know how many settlers there are along the proposed line of railway? I could tell you how 
many landowners there are.
HI- About how many holdings are there ? About 1,559 holdings, and the greater part of them would be 
benefited by the construction of the line between Mudgee and Gulgong.
112. Are there 1,559 holders, or a population of 1,559 ? There are 1,559 holders. I give you the infor
mation as it has been given to me. It is Government information. There is also the acreage which is 
held.
113. Can you verify that statement from your knowledge of the'district and the people who are settled 
on the land ? I should not like to do so, because this information is obtained by the aid of the police—the 
officer in charge.
114. Then it would be better for the officer to give evidence, instead of yourself? Tes.
115. Do you know Gulgong? I do.
116. Do you know how many acres are under cultivation between Mudgee and Gulgong ? I could not 
tell you, but I could tell you what there is about Mudgee, and what there is about Gulgong.
117. It is desirable to ascertain how many people will be served, and the area of good land which will be 
brought under cultivation, in the event of the railway being so constructed ? It would be difficult for 
me to say.
118. Can you state approximately ? A portion of Gulgong, leaving out Tallewang, has 1,826 acres under
wheat, yielding 35,009 bushels. « D ’
119. That is an average of about 19 bushels to the acre ? Tes. Our average this year, notwithstanding 
the rust, is close on 20 bushels. One-third of the crop has been destroyed.
120. Does the whole of that wheat come into Mudgee ? No doubt.
121. Has it to go to Sydney? Some of it.
122. Does not local consumption absorb a portion of it ? Tes.
123. Do you know what is the cost of carriage for wheat from Gulgong to Mudgee ? That will depend 
upon whether the carriers could go back loaded. We send flour out for 10s. 6d. per ton from Mudgee to 
Gulgong, and I imagine it would not be more than 10s. 6d. to bring wheat back.
lor' a little over 6d. per bag ? Tes. I have known Is. a bag to be paid for wheat.
12o. What has been the price of wheat in Mudgee this year ? 2s. lOd. and 3s.; less for wheat that has
been inured.

-70U l'-110"’ what other crops are grown in the district? Hay is largelv grown between Mudgee 
and Gulgong, and around Gulgong. ° - o o
^ :!JaVany industry been established ? Tes. There are fine vineyards all along the Pipe-clay 
road, leading to Home Buie and Gulgong. One man—Mr. Bucholtz—is making excellent wine, which 
will rank with any in the colonies.
128. Where is his vineyard? 7 or 8 miles from Gulgong. 129.
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I know something of it.

129. On this side of G-ulgong? Tes. , .
130. Do you know how many acres are under vine cultivation ? I could not tell you, hut there is a large 
quantity.
131. Do you know the district between Gulgong and Dubbo ?
132. Have you ever been over it ? No.
133. Do you know the district between Gulgong and Wellington ? I do not.
134. Tour knowledge is confined to Gulgong and Mudgee ? Tes. _ ^
135. Are you prepared to confirm the evidence given by Mr. Atkinson that it will not be desirable to
construct a railway to Gulgong, unless it is extended to Dubbo ? The opinion of the men of Mudgee 
has been expressed by a resolution at a public meeting. _
136. I would rather have your own opinion ? My opinion is, that it would be of very little benefit to 
carry the line to Gulgong and leave it there. As a section of the extension, it would be exceedingly 
desirable. I am one of the old members of the league, and formed one of a deputation to wait on the 
Minister. I assured the Minister that if the railway were commenced at Mudgee, and carried to Coon- 
amble, it would answer the interests of this district, and the colony in general. Tou will find, irom an 
article written in the Herald, that a deputation advocated the extension of the line outwards from the 
very first. We never pretended that it would pay, unless it was carried to Coonamble and Walgett. 
During the time I have managed a mill—upwards of thirty years—I have seen flour trucked to Walgett, 
and have supplied Coonamble and other places. The Dubbo railway cut off my connection. In 1878, 
hay was selling here at £3 4s. to £4 per ton, and it was worth £30 to £40 in Coonamble, and we could 
not get it there. In a season of that kind the carrier would have to carry large quantities of forage and 
water, and it is impossible to travel. The Herald admitted that our argument in favour of carrying the 
line to Coonamble was more in the interests of the country, than it would be if carried from Wallerawang 
to Mudgee. We never contemplated that the line should be left at Mudgee. The expense of the line 
to Mudgee is due to faulty construction. There is no question about that. Six miles away from Mudgee 
Hunt’s cutting fell in, and it took £30,000 to clear it. Within a fortnight the contractors ran the line 
round the base of a hill, showing that there -was no occasion for the cutting at all. Again, a short tunnel 
at Broughton’s Creek would have saved a distance of 5 miles of railway. That can be proved by 
documentary evidence. Therefore the cost of the line is in a great measure due to its faulty construction.
137. Are you of opinion that the line should be taken from Mudgee to Gulgong, and on to Coonamble, or
on to Dubbo? If the line were taken from Mudgee to Coonamble, via Gulgong, it would be one of the 
best paying lines in the country. _
138. Tou think that wuuld be a better route than the line to Dubbo ? No doubt of it. .At Tallewang 
there is the finest wheat growing soil in the colony, and it is lying there without being cultivated,

Mi*. B. Cassin.

22 Mar., 1890.

because we have not a market.
139. What is the distance of Gulgong from that district ? About 6 miles.
140. Is there a large area of land of that description ? I believe there is about 20,000 acres.
141. Tou think the residents would be likely to benefit by the construction of a line from Gulgong to 
Coonamble? If we got to the outside districts, where they want agricultural produce,.we would be 
benefited. At present we have to send our produce to Sydney to contend with the whole of the colony, 
and the neighbouring colonies around. Tou can see the disadvantage at which we are placed. If we had 
this outside market, we should have it pretty well to ourselves.
142. Then the traffic along the railway would be confined to the line between Mudgee and Coonamble ? 
Exactly; or you could connect it with Dubbo.
143. Would there be any increase in the traffic along the Northern line, or between Mudgee and Sydney ? 
No doubt there would be. In the first place it is 22 miles shorter from Coonamble to Sydney, via Mudgee.
144. Would not it lessen the results of traffic if you diverted the goods and passengers from the existing 
line to the Mudgee line ? I do not think it would interfere with them.
145. Would it increase the revenue of the railway ? lam satisified it would.
146. What, by taking the traffic from one line and carrying it on another a shorter distance ? It would
benefit the community, and the Government would not lose, because if they did not carry it on the Dubbo 
line they would carry it on the Mudgee line. Besides, if we had a railway outside, the Government could 
supply all their stations from our place with coal. We have coal in abundance. .
147. How far from Mudgee is the nearest coal-field ? We have it at Tongbong, on the other side of Due St ation.
148. How far from Due Station? About 10 miles.
149. Has it been developed at all ? Tes ; it supplies all the mills here, and our gas-works.
150. Mr. Hurley^] How far is Coonamble from Gulgong ? The distance from Coonamble to Sydney is 
283 miles, against 383 by Dubbo. It is 190 miles from Sydney to Mudgee.
151. What is the distance from Mudgee to Coonamble ? 175 miles.
152. Tou formed one of a deputation to wait on the Government in regard to the construction of a line
of railway from here to Coonamble. and you were pretty well supplied with statistics to back up your 
arguments in favour of that line ? Tes. ■ _
153. Tou formed calculations and produced statistics to prove the productive character of the line, if 
constructed ? There can be no doubt about it. The Minister we waited upon admitted them, and the 
survey was ordered.
154. How could he admit them when he could not have been in possession of the facts you were seized of. 
Tou must have based your calculations upon information gathered from some source? Sir John 
Hobertson, from his personal knowledge, was able to tell tbe character of the country through which the 
proposed line was to run.
155. Tou went to Sydney seized with certain facts. Tou state that an article appeared in the Herald in 
advocacy of the action of the deputation. I want to be told what were the facts which resulted in that 
article being written, and what induced the Government to give a favourable reply to the deputation ? 
The statement that a large tract of country, including Coclah, Denison Town, and ail that country would 
be benefited by railway construction.
156. Is not the district you have mentioned sparsely populated ? There were, at that time, 5,000 souls
between Gulgong and Coonamble. _
157. "Were not the majority of them of the migratory class—nomadic in their habits ? I do not think so.
158. The population you mention—which was then very large—would include the population of the district
of Gulgong? There was not a large population then. If we had gone to the Government when there 
was a large population in Gulgong we should have carried our point. 159.
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Mr, D. Casam. 159. Do you believe the population has increased above the number you have mentioned ? I do not 
22 Mar., 1890. i rn w ^.“ucl1 ^elow lt;- it will be about the same.

' oUti\lT “e necessary to increase the population in order to make a railway productive to the
ifti w . °uct yolL be able to ascertain the exact population at Gruigong.
r non"Pro^uctiveness of the line from Wallerawang to Mudgee is attributable to the
act that the engineers made mistakes ? There is no doubt about the large cost of the line being attribu

table to mistakes. Hunt’s Gap is a standing evidence of that.
f[ave people of Mudgee, or the Kailway League, ever taken anv interest in the survev and 

probable construction of the Colo Yalley line, to relieve the congested traffic of the Western line ? I 
believe it that line can be constructed it will be a national benefit. ’
163. As well as a great advantage to this district ? Yes.

upon the extension of aline westward as an immense advantage to the mineral resources 
of^this district? Yes; and to the agricultural district. .

'at^011 kave heard what has been said about the value of agricultural land in the immediate vicinity
0 udgee. Can you give us an idea as to what rental is being realised per acre in this district at the 
present time. On an average, about £1 per acre per annum.
1 *he land been held under lease for many years ? A great many.
u 7li501thalt-tne t®!1*?1 gives a high Perceiltage upon the first principal cost of the land ? There is no 
doubt about it. I believe myself that the average value of agricultural land under cultivation will be £6 
per acre.
ieS. And the land between here and Gulgong, which is held in reserve, would, if thrown open for 

k0 readily seized by agriculturists? There is no doubt about it, if we can get a market 
outwards, but we are confined to Sydney, and have no other place to go to.

b * W?-md nC a.fair PJlce *2 Pay for the land, if thrown open for selection ? I am satisfied there 
would be no difficulty m getting 35s. or £2 an acre.
H?’ ^ i1®* the holdings generally of a large character around Mudgee ? There is no doubt about it.
b2;™mlnTt^ We d0 n0t begrudge the land t0 wh0 ha™

are aTVir^ that ifi a railway i® constructed to Gulgong it will be a national loss ? Knowing the 
^a®c ketween Mudgee and Gulgong, I do not think it could pay. °
would not °re lf tl:le lme Were t0 S° t0 Gulg0ng only’ y°u would not recommend it ? I certainly

Ca^ y«u state whether this line is likely to serve the agricultural population, or 
ST l arge klld monoP°llsts ? You cannot well serve one portion of the population with

out serving the others m some measure, but there is no question that our farming interest is the poorest 
i vr l0W?st’c?n.d tbat arlSes from the fact we have no market but Sydney. P
W i fl ^ 7 67 mark®tis not °f ruuch use to the people here ? No, it is ruinous. I have sent 700
could not let it perish ^ Sjdlley market> and has scarcely paid ; but I had to send it away, because I

tbe Proposed line between here and Gulgong been laid out in the interests of the farmers, or in 
he interests of a few land monopolists ? Some of the land on the surveyed line belongs to a large land 

?£7P1ww TUt 1 x°.110<; ^lmk Jt would be difficult to come to terms with him. I refer to Mr. Cox. 
doon the whdent ^ amTe ^ 18 whether you tllink this hue is laid out in the interests of the people ? I

around GMgongf^^haTO^^doubt'of^it. C'omm'^ee’ kkaf there are 300,000 acres of agricultural land

179. Is this °wmed at the present time by anyone? There are a number of small farmers, some of
t’000 bUshe1^ °f Wheat in a year‘ 0thei’s do u°t grow quite so much.

for A 0t thi‘ rf

iqo’ rf ^ tlrownor private land ? A good deal of it is Crown land.
ot Home ”d -

].83 I suppose Canadian and Home Kule simply depended on the gold diggings ? No. They denended a 
goo eal on the agriculturists around. Of course there are some fossickers who get a little gold now 
but as an industry it is very poor. & b ’

TWtlU y°usaytller® f a httle settlement along the proposed route? No doubt about it.
180. Ihe country is admirably suited for agriculture and vineyards ? Yes
w w-eibfe Vlgner?ns hhe Mr. Bucholtz ? Yes. The Germans are all enga-ed in the trade 
Mr. Wirth, for instance, makes wine. He has a fine place for wine. °
187. There is an extensive gold-field reserve around Gulgono- ? Yes.
b^h Jd ntAll1,68 er+t-llildiinLtbei^errutS of tbe PeoPle’ or ofba few monopolists ? I do not think it should 

o a • ? ^ be thrown open for the public.
189. Tou think it ought to be thrown open for selection ? I do.
tfon ?I)0TW^0t^ t?7 a\rifero^s in tllis neighbourhood which would probably attract popula-
^ JSS dhS^ISf a a fresh field may be discovered- Tliere are lote olgold about tbere’ -bicb

191. There are indications of gold all round ? Yes. '
192 It has been stated as an argument in favour of the construction of a railway, that it will lead to an 

• Butter,"e^s^poultry^&c.h6^'' 6611 “d (M*0n* Wbat “oditi- ™ lik^ to"be eSangV?

“beillg likelyt° Pr°Ve °f aSSi8tanCe t0 Pastoraliste “ relieving

laS.d avadal:)le here to which starving stock could come ? No ; but if we were connected 
TLher °f tbe °tber ra,.lwl7S’ •COuld be sent to land which would be available.

IQR 1Si.tb^ thlS lme Wl11 a:Sord a Tuick61, transit to the mountain runs ? Yes
196. Would not it be more to the interest of the Mudgee district to have a line runnino- from Dubbo to 
Werris Creek, and connecting with Mudgee by railway through Gulgong, than to have a straight line

. through
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through to Coonamble ? I would rather go to Coonamble. If you talie us to Werris Creek you bring us Mr.D.Cassia, 
into connection with the Northern line. We could not send our produce there, and do not want t?-22^ar 
During Sir John Bobertson’s time we could have been connected with Willowtree, but we did not go in •’ ‘
for that, for the reason that there is a large agricultural community living on the northern side, who could 
not send their produce here, and we could not take ours to them.
196^. "Would it not give you access to two markets instead of one—the north-western and the western 
markets ? No doubt; and I am quite sure that the people in this district will be satisfied if you carry us 
to that proposed cross route, or to Dubbo. You must take the railway out of Mudgee, if you want it to 
pay. It will not pay if it is taken to G-ulgong alone. .
197. You are strongly of opinion that if the railway is to pay it must give you access to the north or 
north-western districts ? That is so. It would be the salvation of the district, and a benefit to the colony
at large. •
198. Do you grow lucerne out here ? Yes.
199. And a great deal of oats, wheat, and hay ? Yes. _ -
200. These would be valuable, as fodder, to the pastoralists in the interior ? Yes. ^
201. Do you.know the site of the proposed bridge—the original survey—across the Cudgegong ? No.
202. Were you connected with the .Railway League at the time of the agitation for the construction of
the line to Mudgee ? Yes. _ _
203. Have you any other statistics which were worked up at that time to induce the Government to 
construct the line ? I could give you Mr. Lackey’s statement, as submitted to the House, and the 
speeches made on the occasion.
201. But statistics were furnished by the League, were they not? Yes.
205. And they were coloured up by the League? No. They were honest and truthful. They were not 
coloured up at all. Neither Mr. Atkinson, nor myself, ever made a coloured representation.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE—EAILWAY FEOM MUDGEE TO GULGONG. '

Mr. G-eorge Crossing, miller, sworn and examined :—
206.
207.
208.
209.
210.
211.
212.
through my land.
213. How far is the land from here ? About 2^ miles. _
211. It would be an advantage to you to have the line constructed past your door ? I daresay it would. 
It will be a decided advantage to me in other respects, independent of the increase in the value of my 
land.
215. It would give an increased value to your land ? No doubt it would.
216. By 25 per cent. ? I could not tell you. The land is not very good. _
217. Is it grazing or agricultural land? It is only grazing. It is not fit for agriculture.
218. You are conversant with the quality of the laud between here and G-ulgong ? Yes. ^
219. Can you say what it is suitable for ? I think the greater portion of the land suitable for agricultural 
purposes has already been taken up.
220. If a market were available, it would give an opening for increased population ? No doubt, but not 
to a great extent, between this and G-ulgonsr.
221. Can you speak as to the quality of the land about G-ulgong, and especially in regard to the gold-field
reserve? The land is very good about Gulgong, and also about the reserve. • _
222. Have you formed any opinion as to the paying qualities of the line, if constructed ? I do not think 

. it would be. of any great advantage to the Government to construct it from here to Gulgong only, for all
the traffic from G-ulgong comes to the railway now.
2224. You have heard it stated that the cost of working the line, including permanent-way traffic and 
locomotive expenses, would be over £7,000, and that the revenue would be a little over £1,600. Con
sidering these figures, could you say that the G-overnment w!ould be justified, even in view of the proba
bility of an increased population, in constructing the line ? Not if it were to remain at Gulgong terminus.
223. What do you think would be the most beneficial thing to do in regard to the construction of a line 
westward ? My idea is to construct it direct to Dubbo, and then on to Coonamble. I have entertained 
the idea for a long time that it should go right on to Coonamble. It would open up a large country, and 
benefit a large population. By going to Dubbo first it would give an opening to the farmers of this 
district to send their produce, in times of drought, to that place, and on to Bourke and Cobar, and it 
might even eventually tap Broken Hill. I think it would be a wonderful help to the farmers in this
district. t .
224. You could not speak as to the advantages which would accrue from the connection of a line from 

. Werris Creek across to Dubbo, and the extension of a line from here to Dubbo ? There is no doubt that
a line from Werris Creek to Dubbo would be a great advantage to stock going towards Melbourne.
225. Leaving the various stations westward, in order to get their stock to the mountain runs of the north 
in times of drought ? In times of drought it would be a great convenience.
226. Can you give us any idea as to the timber districts between here and Dubbo ? The timber would be 
good, and the country is fairly good. The line I would propose would go through Two-mile Flat, across 
Yamble, and would touch the Western line a little to this side of Dubbo. You would find the country 
travelled through very fair, and there would not be many engineering difficulties to encounter. There 
would only be one large bridge at Yamble.
227. Would the line go chiefly through G-overnment land ? I think it would pass through Government 
land, principally.
228. Suitable for agriculture ? It would be suitable for agricultural purposes.
229. Have you been to Coonamble ? I have. _
230. What is the character of the country between here and Coonamble ? G-ood country, especially near
to Warrunbuncle. 231.

Mr. Hurley.~\ What are you ? A miller.
Have you been long in the district ? Over 30 years.
Are you a landowner ? Yes.
Do you own a large area ? Not very large. '
Give us an idea as to the acreage you hold ? About 190 acres.
Does the proposed railway pass through any of your land ? Yes, right through. 
Then you are an interested party in the construction of the line ? I do not know :

Mr.
Gr. Crossing. 

22 Mar., 1890.

but it will pass
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Mr. _ 231. Do you not think that the lack of success in regard to the development of these districts is the want

G. Crossing. 0£ population ? That is all that is required, and until we have the means of bringing it here we shall
never thrive. The country is fit to maintain a very large population. There is land in. the district almost 

ar'] equal to anything on the Hunter flats.
232. Ts the land well timbered ? Tes ; all through there are patches of valuable timber. _
233. Is the railway likely to open up any other resources in the Coonamble district ? I think it would
pi'ineipall_y advantage the grazing and agricultural interest.
234. Were you connected with the railway league which agitated for the line from Wallerawang to 
Mudgee ? I was not. I was rather young at the time.
235. You do not know anything about the statistics which were gathered at that time in order to induce 
the Government to construct the line ? I do of the statistics compiled in 1884, when the line was opened. 
I have a carefully compiled comparison with other districts written by Mr. Clark. It gives a comparison 
of Mudgee with Orange.
236. Can you say whether the representations made by the agitators have been borne out by facts since 
the railway was constructed? . Well, yes. The representations made by the agitators were in favour of 
an extension of the line. It never was intended to leave it at Mudgee. It was never thought that it 
would pay if left at Mudgee. The object was to connect it with Coonamble.
237. Tou believe that if the line ivere extended westward, and not left at Gulgong, it would be of a pro
ductive character ? I do.
238. Having this land in such close proximity to the town of Mudgee, what would you be prepared to 
take per acre for rental if you were about to let it ? There are about 160 acres, for which I am getting 
£53 a year.
239. That is for grazing purposes only ? Yes.
240. What would be a fair and equitable price to place on your agricultural land ? About £6 or £8 per 
acre.
241. So that the early settlers of this district have made a good investment by getting such land from the 
Crown, and receiving such dividends from it ? Yes.
242. Mr. O’ Sullivan^] What is the rainfall of this district ? This year* it has been very heavy; I think 
the average is about 20 inches.
243. Then this is a more moist district than that about Dubbo, or anywhere else north of Wellington? 
During the droughts we always seem to have abundant produce, but no means of sending it to where 
it is required.
244. Do you grow produce here, when it fails in Wellington ? Yes.
245. If you were connected with Dubbo by rail, you could, in the event of a drought, send your fodder 
to Cobar, AVilcannia, and Louth, and all along the western line ? Yes, that is the idea.
246. So that, notwithstanding that a little might come from the Orange and Wellington districts, you 
would still have a fair market for the fodder grown in the Mudgee district ? We can compete favourably 
with Orange and Wellington. Wellington, of course, is not so reliable as this district in times of 
drought.
247. Your position appears to be that although you have a fine district which will grow w'heat and fodder, 
you cannot find an outlet for it ? Yes. You would find that a great many more acres would be put 
under cultivation if wre could find a profitable outlet.

. 248. Your natural market appears to be aw'ay to the west, where there is little or no competition for
produce in dry seasons ? Yes. Yresterday a farmer showed me his returns upon a truck load of 
pumpkins sent to Sydney, which will give you some idea of the small profits which the Mudgee farmers 
have to put up with.
249. Ghaiman.'] Do you mean to say there is any man insane enough to growr pumpkins, and to send 
them from this town to the metropolis. If he does he ought to suffer ? Yes, he did. He cleared 7s. Id. 
out of the truck load.
250. Mr. O’ Sullivan.'] It evidently does not pay to grow pumpkins here, but would it pay to grow' fodder 
for the stations in the back districts, if you could get an outlet for it ? Yes.
251. The desire of the people here appears to be to have cheap and speedy means of access to those 
districts ? Yes.
252. Which, in your opinion, would suit best, connecting the lino between Dubbo and Werris Creek, or a 
line straight to Coonamble ? The Dubbo and Werris Creek line wmuld be of no benefit at all, unless we 
were connected with it.
253. I am presuming you to be connected by rail to that cross line ? It would he better for us to go 
right through to Coonamble.
254. Why ? Because it would open up a lot of really good country, and would serve a lot of stock and 
people who require fodder in times of drought.
255. But there is not a great population out there ? When you come to look at all the little centres 
you will find that there is a great population. If you pass through Gulgong, you come to Cobbora and 
Denison Town. There is a great future before Denison Towrn. It is now being opened up for mining 
purposes, and I am satisfied there will be a large population there. Prom there you go onto Mundooran. 
Then there is the Myall Plains, where there are a number of small settlers, squatters, and farmers. There 
is no mountainous country to travel through, and there are no engineering difficulties to face, excepting 
the river.
256. And you think it w'ould be better for this district to have the monopoly of the Coonamble market, 
than to have the chance of serving the western line, and a fair share of the traffic of the northern line 
through Dubbo, and then on to Coonamble? If we had the Werris Creek line, and the line to Coonamble, 
it would decidedly be of benefit to us.
257. You evidently want both lines ? Yes.
258. If you had to make a choice between the Coonamble line, direct from here, and a connection 
betw'een Dubbo and Werris Creek, which, in your opinion, would be most advantageous ? I think the 
line to the cross-line—Werris Creek and Dubbo—would be best.
259. Is the land towards Coonamble very good ? Yes.
260. That being so, it will, in the course of time, be cultivated, and you may have competitors for the 
Coonamble fodder trade ? Yes.

261.
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261-2. So that, if you get a line out there, you are not certain of a monopoly of the trade P No ; but I r^r-.
think there is room for all in times of drought, • ‘ '
263. Do you fatten any stock in this district ? Yes; bullocks and sheep. Itis a famous district for wool. 22MarI80O
264. Where do you send your fat stock to ? Mostly to the Sydney market. I may mention that we *
have sent fat stock to Wellington from this district. -
265. Is there much wool coming down this way, from the back district ? Yes, a great quantity. >
266. Does the Coonamble wool come this way? No; it is mostly taken to Dubbo. It used to come
this way.
267. I suppose the extension of the line to Gulgong would tend to draw a little of the wool traffic back in
this direction ? No doubt it would lessen the distance. •
268. What is the distance between Gulgong and Coonamble, and the distance between Dubbo and 
Coonamble ? The distance between Gulgong and Coonamble is about 140 and 150 miles, and the 
distance between Dubbo and Coonamble is 30 or 40 miles less.
269. Is there not a strong agitation to take the line from Dubbo to Coonamble ? Yes; in the Dubbo
district. .
270. And the line has been surveyed from Dubbo to Coonamble, has it not ? I believe it has.
271. Mr. Sumphery^] Is there any timber between Mudgee and Gulgong suitable for fencing, sleepers, 
and bridge construction ? I think it has been pretty well culled out. There is timber, but you would 
have to go beyond Gulgong to get it.
272. How far -would it be necessary to go ? To Tallewang, 12 miles on the other side of Gulgong.
273. That would be 32 miles from Mudgee ? Yes. There is plenty of timber out there.
274. Mr. O’ Sullivan.Who owns the good agricultural lands at Tallewang? A great deal of it is Govern
ment land. I do not think much of it has been taken up.
275. These lands, then, which are fit for agriculture, arc not held by private persons? Not by monopo
lists, towards Tallewang.
276. And there is room there for agricultural settlement ? Yes.
277. Do you know the country betw'een Gulgong and Coonamble? Yes.
278. Could you say, as a layman, whether there would bo any difficulty in constructing a line there.
AYould it be as expensive as the line between Mudgee and Wallerawang? No, the country is very 
much flatter.
279. Is it liable to flood ? There is only one part they would have to contend with, and the only river 
would be the Castlereagh Hirer.
280. There would be a number of creeks to be bridged? There arc places which could be bridged.
281. You think the line could be constructed at a less cost than the line betw'een here and Wallerawang?
Yes.
282. And that the mistakes Mr. Cassin spoke about on that line could be avoided? Yes.
283. How often do they have such a drought in the Coonamble district that they are compelled to use
your fodder—once in five or ten years, or wdiat ? They may have three or four good seasons, and then 
a season in which wc can supply them. .
284. We may assume that a line, if constructed to Coonamble, would be used during drought, and that for 
the rest of the time the people would see the trains passing to and fro ? The lino would always be 
paying when we used it. When wo were not placing stock upon it we could be sending produce.
285. During bad seasons they would be sending their stock to a more favourable locality, and you w'ould 
be supplying their absolute necessaries ? Yes.
286. Do you think there ^would be sufficient trade to pay interest on working expenses on a line out <
there ? I am satisfied it would spring up, because the country is so good.
287. Do you know that it is estimated that there will be an absolute loss on a line between Mudgee and 
Gulgong of £5,490 per annum ? I would not be at all surprised if there was a loss on a line between this 
and Gulgong only.
288. Do you think that by extending it to a district which only occasionally interchanges its products, there
would be any reason to hope it will pay better ? In the first place, is that estimate reliable. £7,000 
seems a tremendous cost for running a line 19 miles long. .
289. It is very reliable. It is the estimate of the Kailway Commissioners themselves. The line originally 
was to be constructed for £131,800, and it has been reduced to £109,330. The Commissioners allow capital

- expenditure at the rate of 34 per cent., which amounts to £4,613. The estimated cost of working the 
line is as follows :—Permanent w'ay expenses, £1,900 ; traffic expenses, £750 ; locomotive expenses, £500 ; 
total, £3,150; or a grand total for the annual cost of working, and interest upon capital, of £7,763. The 
estimate of traffic is as follow's :—Coaching and mails, £525 ; goods and live stock, £1,112 13s.; making a 
total of £1,637 13s., or a loss of £5,363 per annum. This estimate is made after careful examination on 
the part of special officers sent to inquire as to the amount of trade betw'een Mudgee and Gulgong; and it 
also takes into consideration a liberal allow’ance for increased productiveness, which would follow upon 
the construction of the railway ? I never anticipated that the line would, be to Gulgong only. .
290. In view of this loss, do you think there is likely to be a similar loss on the line from Gulgong to
Coonamble ? I am satisfied that the cost of the construction of the line beyond Gulgong would not be 
anything like the cost of construction betw'een here and Gulgong. ■
291. But the country between here and Gulgong is more expensive, from a railway point of view, than that 
beyond ? Yes.
292. You know that from actual observation ? Yes.
293. You told Mr. O’Sullivan that you were of opinion that, in the interest of Mudgee and the colony 
generally, it would be better for a line to go from Werris Creek to Dubbo, and a line from Mudgee on to 
Coonamble, making a cross line? Yes.
294. That would give you access to the more western markets, if necessary? Yes.
295. And you would then come into competition with Molong and the other fertile districts out there.
What w'ould you do there ? I think wre can compete with them.
296. You have the New England table-lands to compete with in the northern district ? I remember the
time when w7e have sent produce from here to Eorbes. ■
297. That was when jmurs wTas an old settled district, and there was no settlement on the Molong lands?
Yes. ' '

36 (re)—B 298-9.
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Mr.
Q-. Crossing. 

22Mai\fl890.

298-9. How long is it since you sent them produce ? 1871.
300. Mr. Humphery.'] In expressing an opinion that the cost of constructing a line between Gulgong and 
Coonamble would be less than between Mudgee and Gulgong, have you taken into consideration the 
bridges which would have to be erected ? There would only be one bridge of any magnitude.
301. "Would it be an expensive bridge? I think it would be fairly expensive. It is rather a large river, 
and is of a sandy nature.
302. If that were added to the cost per mile, do you think the average cost per mile would be less than 
£5,000 ? Tes; I think they could construct that line easily, because material is so convenient. Timber 
is very handy all along the line.
303. What is the exact distance between Gulgong and Coonamble ? Between 140 and 150 miles.
304. The cost of constructing that line at £5,000 a mile would be £700,000. The interest alone would 
be about £24,000. Do you think the traffic between Gulgong and Coonamble would cover the working 
expenses, and £24,000 of interest? I look at it in this way. There are certain towns in the centre which 
must have railway communication,—towns such as Coonamble, Walgett, and this place. I think it would 
be cheaper to connect them with this district than with other districts. I think the cheapest line which 
could be constructed would be here to Coonamble and Walgett. In the course of time, there is no 
doubt the mountain line will have to be duplicated, or the Colo Valley line will be constructed. 
According to the present estimates of haulage upon that line, one engine will take 500 tons gross, 
as against 150 on the mountain line, and the grade will be 1 in 100, as against 1 in 30, or 1 in 33 
on the mountains, and a curve of 20 chains radius, as compared with one of 8 chains radius. That would 
bring us closer to the metropolis. If connected with Dubbo, it would bring Bourke closer to Sydney by 
30, 40, or 50 miles.

Mr. J. 
Loneragan.

22MaCl890.

Mr. James Loneragan, storekeeper, sworn and examined :—
305. Mr. O’ Sullivan.] What business do you follow ? A storekeeper.
306. Tou are pretty well acquainted with the condition of the farmers out towards Gulgong ? Fairly well
307. Do you consider the settlement in that neighbourhood to be of a permanent character ? Tes.
308. I suppose the holders are likely to remain there, even as they are ? I think so.
309. Would a railway between here and Gulgong materially aid them in developing the resources of the 
soil ? Ho ; not if it stops at Gulgong ; but 1 think it would be of benefit if constructed beyond.
310. Are you of opinion that a line between here and Gulgong could be made to pay ? I do not think so.
311. Tou do not see any prospect of making up the difference between £1,600 receipts, and. £7,000 
working expenses ? I could not offer an opinion ; I really do not see how the traffic could be increased 
to make the difference between the two amounts less.
312. Is there any interchange of commodities between here and Gulgong ? There occurs, at times, an 
interchange of produce.
313. Gulgong is pretty well supplied with the same agricultural products which you have around Mudgee ? 
Tes.
314. In your opinion the line, to be made profitable, should be extended beyond Gulgong ? Tes.
315. In what direction do you think it should go ? How that I have heard of the possibility of this 
cross section of the railway from Werris Creek to Dubbo, I should be an advocate of going on with that.
316. Tou know that such a line has been mooted ? Yes ; I heard Sir John Bobortson make reference to 
it on the hustings, in Mudgee.
317. Then you think the line from Gulgong could be taken on to connect with that line, when it is 
constructed ? I think it will be beneficial to the district; even if it were constructed at a loss and went 
ultimately to Dubbo, it would give us an interchange of commodities between these places and beyond.
318. There would be an exchange of commodities if you could obtain access to the western district and the 
north-western district by means of this proposed railway ? Tes, a great exchange.
319. Tou would have an excellent market out there for your produce ? Tes.
320. What products would you receive in return ? In return, we would receive live stock.
321. I suppose the chief commodity you would receive in return would be hard cash ? Tes ; or wool and 
sheepskins.
322. There would be a little trade in store stock to be fattened in this district ? I look upon it in this 
way—that instead of being of benefit for the interchange of commodities, it would open up a market 
which we do not at present possess. We are shut out. We are not in the position of the farmers in the 
Dubbo district or the Maitland district. We have no market but Sydney, which is open to all the world. 
Dubbo has a market. In every direction they can find an open market for any commodities which they 
can produce. We have not the same facilities which they have. Therefore, I argue, it would be of 
benefit to this district and the places which we would be able to approach by railway communication.
323. Tour district is exceptionally situated, inasmuch as it is able to supply fodder and agricultural 
produce to the dry districts at the back ;—do you think you would be able to compete with other districts, 
such as Molong, Orange, and Dubbo ? I am decidedly of opinion we would be able to compete with 
them. We can grow the stuff as cheaply as they can ; and, having the same facilities of transit, we could 
deliver it.
324. Do you think there would be room for the three districts in the market ? Tes; because the country, 
when it becomes opened out between here and there, will increase in population. Population is bound to 
grow along the line.
325. Tou are aware that, every dry season, enormous sums of money are spent on fodder to be sent to the 
western districts ? Tes.
326. Have you heard of fodder having been brought even from the coastal districts and from ATictoria ? I 
have got fodder myself from Kyneton, Victoria, .and have sent it to Bourke. When the railway was 
being constructed to Bourke I held a contract, and I had to get fodder from Kyneton and have it shipped 
to Sydney, and then sent on to the nearest place to Bourke by rail.
327. The fodder came by -water from Victoria to Sydney, and was sent to the Western district ? Tes.
328. That implies that there is room in the western market for the produce of the Mudgee district ? I
think there is a large extent of territory which would supply the trade if we could open up the line 
through that territory. " 329.
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329. Do you tlink you could obtain a foothold in the markets of the north-western district P I am not 
very well acquainted with the northern route ; but I should say that in times of dry seasons we would
have a good trade round by Coonamble. 22 Mar. 1890. *'
330. Do you suffer very much in this district from the effects of drought? Tes; last year we lost the ’
whole of our crops. . ,
331. But you do not suffer to the same extent as the districts more to the westward? No ; the seasons
here are not so exceptionally dry but what we can produce something. '
332. Tour sheep and cattle do not die in thousands, as in the west ? No. _ _
333. Therefore, there is not the same severe strain on you, even in the worst seasons, as there is in a
district like Dubbo ? No; because Dubbo has less water. _ _
334. Dubbo, although a fine agricultural district in a good season, is not a reliable one in a bad 
season ? No.
335. Therefore, in time' of drought, the western graziers would have no assistance from Dubbo ? Very 
little. As a matter of fact they do not get it. Dubbo is not to be considered in the same category as 
Mudgee. The crops are not so reliable.
336. If the line were run from Dubbo to Coonamble you would be able to command the Coonamble trade, or
a share of it, in a dry season ? We would be in as good a position in trading with Coonamble, even if the 
line went round by Dubbo, as the Orange or Bathurst farmers who grow large crops. _
337. That being so, it would be more to the interests of this district to have the connecting line between 
Werris Creek and Dubbo, than a direct line to Coonamble? I think so, although I formerly held a 
different opinion ; but since the cross line has been talked about, I think it would be better to be linked 
on to it'than to go to Dubbo and on to Coonamble.
338. This connecting line would give you access to three markets, instead of one ? Tes.
339. Therefore it would be more advantageous to the producers of this district ? It would. _
340. Tour misfortune is, that although you have a splendid district around Mudgee, you are so isolated .
by heavy railway expenses on the one side and want of access on the western side, that you cannot get a
sale for the produce you are able to grow ? That is an unfortunate fact, as far as Mudgee is concerned.
The markets we had a few years ago, before the line was opened to Dubbo, are shut up to us, and the 
grass is growing on the track we used. Between Coonamble and Mundooran there is little traffic, and we 
have to wait, probably for a fortnight, for a team. Our trade is limited, and anything produced in the 
district must be sent to Sydney, to compete with the open markets of the colony and the world.
341. Are you a buyer of produce as well as a merchant ? Tes.
342. What produce do you generally buy ? Wheat, corn, and all kinds of cereals.
343. Any tobacco ? Tes. ■
344. Is that grown here to any extent? Very largely.
345. Any maize? Tes; it is grown very.largely. _
346. We may look upon this as an exceptionally favoured agricultural district, producing almost all the
agricultural products ? Tes ; except potatoes. _
347. I suppose you do a considerable trade with the farmers around the district and in some of the out
lying towns ? Tes. _ _ _ .
348. What is your opinion as to the commercial condition of this place ? The commercial condition of this 
district is very bad, for the simple reason that we have not any market. I think the annual value of 1 
cereals in this district is something like £75,000. The wheat averages about 200,000 bushels per 
annum in the Mudgee district alone, and the only market we have is Sydney ; and when the price is low 
there we have very little value for it; whereas, if we had an outside market to which we could send our
ground wheat or flour, we would be in the same position as the farmers in Orange, Wellington, or Dubbo, *
who are in a far better condition at present than we. _
349. Directing your attention to the probable annual cost of working this proposed railway, and the 
probable annual receipts, the difference betwixt the two being about £5,000, do you think we would be 
justified in recommending the construction of this line ? I do; and I form that opinion upon these 
grounds ; that if there is a district opened up in any portion of New South Wales, that district should be 
connected with the markets by a road of some kind. Large sums of money have been spent on 
macadamized roads throughout the country, and, although they cost the country a lot of money we get
nothing from them, so that they are an absolute loss. Take, for instance, the road from Wallerawang to .
Mudgee, before the line was built. It cost not only a large amount to build, but a large amount to keep 
in repair, and the country received no benefit, and the State got nothing in return for the money expended.
I maintain, then, that if there is a loss between here and G-ulgong, or beyond, it will be of benefit all round 
to the colony generally.
350. I take your argument to be this, that railways arq only iron roads, and that they should be con
structed more with the view of giving accommodation to settlers than with a view to commercial profit ?
I would go further, and say that they should be constructed with a view of opening up country from which 
large sources of wealth are likely to be derived by people living somewhere in those districts.
351. Then you hold that although the construction of the line would not pay working expenses the 
indirect advantages would be so great as to justify the expenditure ? I am strongly of that opinion.
352. Tou think there would be a probability of it paying in time, if it connected with the Dubbo and
Werris Creek line ? We can justify that opinion by taking the line constructed to Bathurst. At first 
there was a great loss upon it—as heavy as upon the Mudgee line. It is now, however, a paying line. If 
a line is constructed to a remote district, and opens it out and aids commerce, it will, I think, in a few 
years pay a fair interest on the cost of construction. I do believe that at present there would be a 
considerable loss upon the line, but even if there should be, I think it is only fair to this portion of the 
country that it should be constructed. . _ _
353. Mr. Humphery Will you specify the indirect advantages which you think will be derived from the
construction of the line m the direction of G-ulgong ? It will open up an extent of country which will 
offer great inducements to people to settle upon it. It must benefit the colony generally to open up the 
country and offer means of settlement to the people. _ _ _
354. Are you speaking of agricultural land ? Tes, of agricultural and pastoral country. I think it is 
more suitable for pastoral than agricultural land, because 50 or 60 miles beyond G-ulgong you get into a
warmer climate, something like Dubbo, and it is not so suitable then for the growth of cereals. The crops p ,
are not so reliable. Tou get into the warm, dry country, which requires more moisture than it seems 
to get. . • 355.

MINUTES OF ETIBENCE—RAILWAY FROM MUDGEE TO GULGONO. -‘•A



1284
12 TAEIJAMEXTAIIT STANDING COMillXTEE ON PUBLIC WOKKS,

Mr. J. 
Loneragan.

22MaCl890,

speaking, but we3o5. Is it not a fact that in all pastoral districts the population is small P Generally 
have the experience of places increasing in population by the opening of railways. For instance, take 
Bourke, and Nyngan, and many other places. ^
356. Can you say that Nyngan.has increased in population by reason of the railway being opened? I 
think so. It has received a benefit through the Cobar mines and in other ways.
357. But that would not be in consequence of the line passing through a pastoral district;—it is in 
connection with the mineral resources of the district? Yes, of course.
358. Are there any other indirect advantages you can name besides the increase of population in the 
pastoral district ? It would open up trade between hero and there, and would allow of an increase in our 
farming population, and would enhance the value of the holdings of the people. For instance, if farmers 
are now dissatisfied with 50 acres of cereals under present conditions, they will, by having the line con
structed, be able to produce cereals of different descriptions, which would pay better than by having only 
one market to send to. It does not pay to grow lucerne hay in this district.
359. Where would you find a market for lucerne hay, if the railway were constructed to Gulgong ? It 
would not be of any benefit to construct it to Gulgong. I would argue that it should be constructed 
beyond.
360. In what direction beyond Gulgong ? On to Dubbo, by means of the cross line, and then on to 
Bourke and the Queensland border.
360,. If the railway were connected between Dubbo and Werris Creek, would vou not come into direct 
competition with all the northern and western farmers ? Yes. "

F011 8e^ a better market for your produce? Yes ; wo 'wouldhave the same markets to supply 
winch they would have, but -we have not them now. The only market we have now is Sydney.
362. You think you would get a better price from Dubbo and Bourke than from Sydney ? Yes. There 
are several things we grow here which they cannot grow at Dubbo, and they depend upon us for 
the market, notably lucerne seed, of -which there are tons grown in the district. I have no doubt factories 
of various kinds would spring up in the district, if we had outside communication. For instance, a jam 
factory wo,ild be helped to the extent of about Is. per lb., which means the cost of the carriage from 
Sydney to Mudgee, so that if wc have access to those other places which use fruit largely, we could 
preserve the fruit and send it out.
363. You say you would get live stock in return for the produce sent out ? Yes.
364. Do you mean live stock for the consumption of the population here ? Yes.

P0 n1ot you ra'se sufficient for your own consumption ? Ordinarily speaking we do, but not always. 
\Ve often had to truck fat cattle from Sydney here. ' '
366. When do occasions arise when you require fat cattle to be brought to this district 2 In times of 
drought.
367. And then you would get the cattle from Sydney ? No ; from the outside.
368. If you were suffering from drought here, would they not suffer from it at Coonamble or Dubbo? 
JN o, not always, fravelling fat stock are brought through Mudgee in dry weather from the Queensland

I6 •el’e m1ay.llave been a large amount of grass, and they are well fattened. I have known 
ocn ir i? <^ls^ric^ i11 a flourishing condition, and the Mudgee district starving for want of water.
369. Is there any other traffic which would yield a return to the railway besides live stock ? Yes. There 
wrould be a large quantity of traffic in coal. There are large coal-mines near the towm, and if the line 
were opened out to Dubbo, ours would be the nearest coal-pits. The nearest they have on the Dubbo 
side aie those of Lithgow. A large trade in coal would be ojiened for us, and it would* annually increase.
370. Are you aware that the price of coal in Lithgow is 3s. Sd. a ton ? Yes.
'Vlt* And you think you can compete against that price ? I think so, and reap a good profit.
372. Mr. Hurley.] Are you interested in the coal mines ? Not at all.
373. I suppose you are conversant with the principle wdiich induces American railway companies to stretch 
out their railways into an unpopulated country, with the object of inducing population to follow P Yes 
I think that is exactly what -we want here.
374. Are you interested in carrying ? No further than the transport of my own stuff.
375- What is the freight of carriage from here to-Gulgong ? Generally about 12s. 6d. a ton.
376. And irom here to Coonamble ? It is difficult to fix a price, because there is no traffic • but in ordinary
seasons the price would be about £4 10s. or £5 a ton. ^
377. Are you interested in any land through which the railway wmuld pass ? No.
3/8. You believe the fruit in this district would be helped by increased population and the extension of 
the railway? Yes. Fruit is one of the most prosperous industries in this district. I have known the 
grape to be grown here within the last three years, and sent to Sydney and sold at Is. per lb. Generally 
it is sold at 6d. 8d. and lOd. a lb. One small vineyard, on one occasion, benefited to the extent of £200 
by the high price obtained for grapes.
3J?V. 18 J0111’ ld?a’ °f tbe price this season ? It is low, because the grapes are not so good, on account
ot the wet. W o are m a position of advantage, because we arc able to send grapes and other fruits into
market, when other portions of the colony fail.
380. What class of persons are engaged in that industry ? Generally Germans.
foo ?° 70U ]mow about the existence of shale in this district ? Yes, 16 or IS miles from here.
38-- 4nd y°u are U8mg m jour local gas-works ? I think wc are trying it; but on account of the mine 
not being opened out, it is of no advantage to us.
oo?" ®avc J011 obtained an analysis from it ? I cannot spealc from mv own knowledge 
384. Dave you been over the route of the proposed railway ? No ^ °
Bourke™ 0 ^ ^ t0 Coonamble ? Xo 5 1 ]laYC boon to Dubbo, and know the country right down to

of the Cudgegong from here to Dubbo? No; the road from 
W ems Creek to Dubbo would take us out to Tallewang, which is a rich district, and which wdll be a great 

“llWY aS a.f°cdcL bccause it will be a large agricultural centre. I do not think agricultural 
ettlemcnt is much earned out there now, because it is too far from the market. This is the only market

I^lfstanL^of'so’m'ihfst0 Sydney‘ Tb61,0*01’0 tlle farmers have to carry their produce in from Tallewang,

fYwfT6 any v'farmm8 population from Victoria come over to this portion of the district searching 
or land upon which to make a home . I am not aware of their having done so. 388.
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388. Hare you lioard of any ? No. _ v , Loneragan.
389. Do you think the throwing open of these reserves is likely to bring about an increase of population ? '<•
I do ; I believe, if the land could be thrown open for the production of cereals, and for pastoral pursuits, 22Mar.,1890
it would be likely to lead to a large increase of population.
390. What would you consider a fair value for land suitable for cereals ? Close tothe railway, I consider 
it would be quadrupled in value. For instance, land which would be worth £1 per acre to the (State, should 
be worth £4 or £5, when they had the advantage of railway communication.
391. Tou look upon the railway as increasing the value of land 300 per cent. ? I hold the opinion that 
if the line is constructed from here to the cross section, there are enough lots on the road, which, if secured 
in time, would pay to the G-overnment the whole cost of construction.
392. Are you not aware that the reserves made on either side of the line are for the purpose of returning 
to the State the cost of constructing ? Yes.
393. Tou look upon it as a wise provision, and likely to give a large amount of money to the G-overnment, 
and pay them for the cost of construction ? Yes, if advantage is taken of it.
394. Mr. Humphery.^ Tou have mentioned a loss to Mudgee of the Coonamble trade. How did it come 
about? By the railway line being opened to Dubbo.
395. Has the trade of Coonamble gone to Dubbo now ? Tes.
396. Chairman.'] You mentioned just now that the railway, if constructed, would bring grist to the Govern
ment mill, and that the expenditure on roads did not do anything of the kind. As an instance, you -
referred to the road from Wallerawang to Mudgee. Is it not a fact that that road is still maintained for
use ? Tes.
397. There is no saving, then, in the road vote ? The roads have to be maintained in the same way as a 
person finds it necessary to try and keep good an old suit of clothes, in case they should be required. I 
maintain that if a certain amount of money were not spent on the road between here and Wallerawang, it 
would fall into such a state of rep>air that it could not bo used at all. It was required to be used the 
other day.
398. That goes to show that there is no saving to the State by the construction of a railway. Tou inferred 
that if we constructed a railway, we shoiild save money spent on roads. Does not your experience lead 
to the conclusion that tho construction of railways renders necessary a larger expenditure, in order to 
give access to those railways from different points ? Not necessarily. It does not cost the same amount 
of money to keep the road in repair between here and Wallerawang that it used to cost.
399. But have not other roads to be made to give access to the railway ? That is a necessary consequence, 
as the country becomes populated.

MINCTTES OF EVIDEXCE—UAII/WAY FK03I MUDGEE TO GUEGOEG. LO

Mr.'James Janes, produce dealer, sworn and examined :—
400-1. Chairman.] What is your occupation ? A produce dealer.
402. liesiding in Mudgee ? Yes.
403. How long have you resided here? Seventeen years.
404. Do you know the details of the proposal to construct a line from Mudgee to Gulgong ? Tes.
405. Do you think it will be of benefit to the district of Mudgee, and the people generally? Not if it 
stops at Gulgong.
406. It will be of benefit to the people of Gulgong, but not of benefit to the people of Mudgee ? I do 
not think it will be of benefit to either.
407. If the people of Gulgong have to travel 19 miles to get to the railway station, would it not be more 
convenient to them to have a station at their door ? I do not think it would be of much benefit.
408. If you had to use a railway station, would it not be better for you to be close to it, instead of 19 miles 
away from it ? Tes.
409. Tou do not think the line would pay unless carried further than Gulgong? No ; I think it would
be of great benefit to this district if it were extended. We would have a market all along the Western 
line. •
410. Where do you think it would be best for it to go to ? I think one part of it should join the 'Western 
line at Dubbo or Wellington.
411. Via Gulgong ? As near to Gulgong as possible, but I have not thought much about that.
412. Tou think the line, to be of most benefit to the Mudgee district, should go to Wellington or Dubbo, 
to give access to the Western line, instead of going down to Wallerawang ? That would save us a distance 
of nearly 100 miles.
413. What would you send to the western district if it were opened ? I am at present sending eggs and 
butter, via Wallerawang.
414. Does it pay you to do that ? I make it pay me, but the question is whether it pays those who get 
the goods, through their having to go so far down.
415. Tou can successfully compete against those who occupy fertile districts nearer this place, such as
Molong ? Tes. .
416. How long have you had tho Bourke market open here ? I have been sending to Bourke for five or 
six years, ever since the line was opened. In fact I was carrying from Nyngan to Bourke before the line 
was open. I was carrying also to Bourke and Cobar.
417. Have you a regular trade ? They only get stuff from me when they cannot get it from anywhere else. 
I have a regular trade, of course, but when they are pretty well off in other districts they do not trouble 
me so much.
418. If there were cheaper means of getting to market you would be able to supply large quantities? 
Tes.

Mr. J. Janes. 

22 Mar., 1890.

419. Do you know of any other produce in the district which would go there ? I have mentioned the 
chief articles I send away. We cannot compete with Orange in chaff, corn, cereals, or flour.
420. If a line were constructed you could compete with them ? Tes.
421. Tou think there is a large trade between Bathurst and Orange, and the more western districts ? 
Tes.
422. Only on occasions of drought, I suppose ? Tes.

423.
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Mr. J. Janes. 423. All the year round ? Butter, eggs, and poultry are sent all the year round, whether there is a 
^ drought or not.

22 Mar., 1890. 424,. But chaff and corn only goes when there is a drought ? Tes.
425. Tou know it will cost a large sum of money to make a line to Duhbo ? Tes.
426. If it will take £7,000 to pay working expenses and interest on a line 19 nilks long to G-ulgong, it 
will take a larger amount on a line to Duhbo ;—do you think there is trade enough to pay the interest on 
capital and working expenses ? It may not be a question as to whether there is trade at present, but 
whether it will be of benefit to the whole of the community to construct a line. I have no doubt it will 
pay eventually.
426£. How can it he of benefit to the whole of the community to lose £7,000 a year ? I think, in time, 
there will be no loss. Population is bound to increase.-
427.. Tou do not believe in a line going straight from here to Coonamble, but rather from here to Dubbo ? 
I think we ought to join the wrestern line somehow.
428. Tou are clearly of opinion that, unless the proposed line goes further than Gulgong, either to 
Dubbo or Coonamble, it w'ould.be folly to construct it ? I think it would. I also think it should go to 
two places—to Dubbo or "Wellington, and on to Coonamble.
429. Do you know the country between here and Dubbo ? Tes.
430. Is there much Crown land unoccupied ? I could not say.
431. The value of land would be increased by the construction of the line ? Tes ; double, or more.
432. Jfr. C Sullivan.-\ Tou do not appear to trade in cereals ? To ; I buy quinces.
433. Tou appear to trade more in the delicacies rather than the necessaries of life ? 1 do, if you call
butter a delicacy and not a necessary.
434. Prom wdiat you knowr of the district and its productions, are you of opinion that, with aline running 
from here, and somehow connecting with Dubbo, this district could compete in the market with the agri
cultural districts of Molong and Orange ? Tes.
435. Tou think there is room for more than wdiat Molong and Orange can supply ? Tes.
436. Have you ever heard that in the Tyngan district fodder has been brought from Victoria and New 
Zealand ? No ; I heard what Mr. Loneragan said about that, and I agree with him.

SAELIAMENTAEY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEKS.

Mr. John Barry, mail contractor, sworn and examined :—•
MrMMHny. 437_8. Mr. Hurley.'] What are you ? Mail contractor and publican.

22 Mar. 1890. "^ave d011 been long in the district ? About twelve years.
440. Axe you acquainted with the proposed line of railway from Mudgee to Gulgong? Pretty well.

Tou know the route through wdiich the line travels? Tes; I have seen the land wdiich it goes 
through. 0
442. As one of the taxpayers of the country, do you think it is a wise investment on the part of the 
Government to construct a railway from here to there ? No.
443. What is your reason for saying no ? Because it will not pay by itself.
444. A line by itself, as a feeder to the railway at Wallerawang, is not, in your opinion, a line wdich will 
warrant the expenditure of money ? No.
44o. Will not the construction of the line give facilities to increased settlement ? No.
446. Why ? There is no land between here and there for settlers. ’
447. Is it all taken up ? Tes ; anything that is of any good.
448. Will not the persons possessed of that land devote the land to agricultural pursuits, supposing a 
ranvray is made to carry their produce to market ? The line, as surveyed, will go through private property.
449. Do you not recognise the fact that if facilities are given for reaching market, the owmers are likely
to let their Hnd, or develop it themselves ? I do not knowr whether they will develop it or rent it but 
there is nothing for a poor man to settle down upon along that road. 5
450. If the gold-field reserve around Gulgong were thrown open for settlers, do you think it wrould he 
taken up ? I daresay it would.

Jl ^ Wiere baited to certain areas—say, half a section, do you not think plenty of persons would 
avail themselves of the opportunity of securing it? I daresay they would, hut a poor man wmuld not 
get it. ^ ^ r

T0u aiie opinion that the construction of the railway is not likely to bring about a
settled population ? Not between here and Gulgong.
453. Or beyond Gulgong ? Tes ; beyond Gulgong.
454. What do you say about Coonamble ? I say that a line from here, to hitch on to Dubbo, and from 
there to Coonamble, is the only one ; but you must liberate Mudgee from bondage.
ax#' w-l1 are ruil:ni:no a bne of coaches between here and certain places outside ? Tes.
456. Where do you run to ? From here to Cassilis, from here to Gulgong, from Gulgong to Coolah, 
Yk0*1 ~"ulS°ng to Cobbora, from Coonabarabran to Gunnedah, and from Gunnedah to WaDett
f;57 . ° you do tllls as a matter of philanthropy or a matter of speculation ? Everything is a specula
tion m this country. . J 0 x
458. Do you look upon the railways as interfering with your right as a speculator ? Not at all. I con
sider the railways open up the country.

us an idea 0-i y°ur year’s takings ? I produce my returns of traffic and receipts from the 1st 
ot December, 1889, between here and Gulgong.
460. Do you look upon it as a payable speculation ? I do not, if I were dependent upon the traffic 
between Mudgee and Gulgong. I depend on the outside traffic.
461. That is between Gulgong and other places ? Tes.
462. Is the traffic increasing at all ? Not at all.
463. Has it fallen off ? Tes.
464. What is that attributable to ? The traffic is not so large on account of the weather at present. It 

w£r° 1 7“and"b;!re’ we must take one month with another, and strike an average.
4bo. Where do you get your fodder and home stores from ? Here, and in Gulgoim. ° •
466. Do you ever have to bring it up the line from any other place ? No °
467. There is sufficient grown in the district to supply you ? Tes. .
468. - And to supply all the wants of the district ? Tes. 4(,'9.
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469. Have you any knowledge of the various mineral deposits and around the district ? The miners Mr- J^Baxry.

say it is very rich. . 22Mar., 1890.
470. Tou do not know much about it yourself ? No. . .
471. But you look upon the introduction of a railway over the routes you travel as a very destructive
competitor? Tes. _ _
472. Therefore, you will be much injured by the introduction of a railway ? I would like to see a rail
way, because it would open up the country. ' ' .
473. But you do not believe it would be productive, or pay interest on the cost of construction. Not 
between here and Gruigong.
474. Have you any land between here and Gruigong ? No. _ \
475. Have you any beyond Gruigong ? I have a little, but it is too far away from Dubbo or any of those
places to do me any good. _ i • ; i-
476. Have you any knowledge as to the value of land immediately around Mudgee through which this
railway will pass ? That all depends. People put different prices on their land. ; _
477. I am speaking of agricultural land ? I could not form any opinion. Some people say it is worth
£7 an acre when it is only worth £2. _ . „ T
478. Were you connected with the railway league, which was instituted some time ago r No.
479. Have you ever heard any persons holding land through which the railway would pass say ■whether
they were favourable to give that land in exchange for the benefit and advantages which the construction 
of a railway would give them ? No. . •
480. Tou have never heard the matter discussed amongst those who were advocates of the line ? No. ,
481. Tou cannot form any idea as to the probability of the increased trade which wmuld be given by the 
construction of a railw'ay beyone Gruigong towards Coonamble, or towTards Dubbo ? A line from Gulgong 
to Coonamble, or Dubbo, is the best which can be constructed.
482. Upon what grounds ? All the traffic from Wallerawang goes through Mudgee, and all the produce, 
of this district goes right on to Walgett; and then there is a large amount of sheep on the line between 
Walgett and Coonamble and between Coonamble and Dubbo. 11 the sheep came this way it wmuld ease 
yoUr line at Dubbo- At one station last year there were 250,000 sheep shorn, and 3,500 bales of wool, 
were obtained. Sheep have actually to come to Mudgee, because they cannot put them on the trucks at 
Dubbo. They are smashed about and shunted from one end of the country to the other.
483. Would tney not meet with the same abuse by a line connected with Dubbo ? No.
484. Why ? Because we would have a separate line. In going through Wellington you wmuld find that, 
there is more travelling-stock than what the line can carry. They are shunted about from one station to 
another, and are knocked about and reduced in price in the market. If a line ran from Dubbo to this, 
place, we might pay a little more for stock carriage, but we wmuld realise more for them in the
market. . ..... ,
485. Have you ever given any consideration to the probability of cattle being killed m the country and
the meat being brought down by cool cars ; would not such a system favour the grower as well as the - 
consumer ? 1 agree with you that it would, if it were done higher up. There is nothing better than the
cattle killed on the stations. _ _ . .
486. Do you think the small farmers would take advantage of such a process if it were instituted m this, 
district ? I am sure they wmuld.
487. It would be better for them and the consumer in Sydney ? Tes.
488. Does all the wool you speak of come through this place ? It goes through Dubbo. _
489. Instead of through here? Tes. When I ran the mails from here to Walgett, I had eight teams on 
the road. As soon as the Dubbo line was opened we lost all that trade. I had to pay £30 a ton for 
chaff in Coonamble, w'hen I could have bought it here for £4. If wm had a line from here wdiich would 
carry us on to Dubbo, we could supply all the back country. The best of wdieat and chaff is grown in this 
district, and we have no means of disposing of it. We have to go from here to Wallerawang, then up to 
Bathurst, Blayney, Orange, Wellington, and down to Dubbo, when we could get to Dubbo direct a
distance of 70 miles. . • u o -sr
490. Tou think that the high freight charges, and the circuitous route to market are an incubus. . Tes.
491. Are you one of those who advocated a line to Mudgee in the first instance ? I wras dead against it.
492. On wdiat grounds ? On the same grounds that I am dead against the extension to Gulgong only.
Messrs. Cobb & Co. produced their books of traffic, but the merchant people of Sydney said we must have 
a line to Mudgee. . . - • n
493. Tou looked upon the construction of that line as a national mistake ? Decidedly. _
494. And the returns prove your opinions to be correct? Tes. Until you extend the line further out it
will never pay. . .
495. Can you give any idea as to the position of farmers in the district;—as to whether they are in a
healthy financial position or not ? I think they are. . .
496. Notwithstanding the difficulties they .have to contend with in reaching market ? If we had a market
for produce, Mudgee would be the best inland town in the west _ .
497. Tou are totally opposed to Gulgong being the terminus of the line ? Tes. ,
498. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] Is there an opposition coach to Gulgong ? Tes. _
499. And they get a share of the traffic as well as you ? I allow them to take just one-half.
500. Are the people of Gulgong in the habit of travelling here by their own buggies ? They may be ; but
that will not bring revenue to the railway. . . ■
501. By travelling in their own buggies, do they save the necessity of paying you coach fare ? Tes.
502. Would not the people who owned buggies, and who run by the opposition coach, be likely to form
customers for the railway ? No. _ .
503. Do you mean to say that people wmuld rather travel to Gulgong by buggy than by railw'ay* ? The 
people who come in by buggy are from Home Rule and Canadian.
504. How far would these people be from the line ? 6 miles.
505. And how far from Mudgee ? About 17 miles.
506. Would not they go to the railway and save a 10 miles drive? They might.
507. There is a probability that the figures you have put in do not represent the actual traffic between 
here and Gulgong ?' They only represent the people who travel by my vehicles.
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Mr. J. Barry. ."08. And tliat is lialf o£ wliat goes by tbe opposition coach? Tes.
509-10. The return makes no allowance for those who travel by buggies and other vehicles ? No.

22 Mar., 1890. g-Q. Chairman.'] Did you give Mr. Harper, the Kailway Inspector, any information when he was down 
here collecting statistics, as to the probable traffic? No ; he did not communicate with me.
512. How long have you been running a line of coaches between Mudgee and Gulgong? Eight or nine 
years.
"513. Are you always in Mudgee, or are you sometimes on the road ? I am on the road sometimes.
514. Do you know of anyone connected with you, or the firm you represent, who gave any information to 
Mr. Harper? No.
515. Do you think the other line of coaches between Mudgee and Gulgong carries as many passengers 
and parcels as you ? Tes.
516. How long has the other line been running? Perhaps twelve months.
517. Does it make a daily journey, the same as yourself ? Tes.
518. One journey each way? Tes ; his goes through Canadian, and I go along the main road.
519. Would the Canadian population use the line if it were constructed? No.
520. How far w’ould they be from the nearest point of the line ? 5 or' 6 miles.
521. How far is that from Mudgee ? About 16 miles. .
522. "Would not they travel the 5 or 6 miles to the nearest station, instead of travelling 16 miles by road 
to Mudgee ? They might.
523. Wbat would you do, supposing you were residing at Canadian, and wanted to come in to Mudgee 
or Sydney, and were 6 miles from the nearest railway-station ;—would you not go to the nearest station ? 
I would take my buggy and drive in.
524. That is because you have plenty of horses ? Tes.
525. But the usual run is one buggy and one horse ? If a man went across to the station he would have 
to take his servant with him to bring the buggy back.
526. Tour estimate of receipts is £291 Os. 7d. for the year? Tes.
527. Tou estimate that the other coach proprietor realizes the same amount? I do not: I consider he 
only gets one-half of that.
528. Then £450 would be the total realized by both coach proprietors ? Tes.
529. If the Railway Commissioners have made inquiry, and have arrived at the conclusion that the 
coaching and mails per year would realize £525, they are not under the mark, but a little over? The 
contract for the mails is under £100 per year.
530. Then this does not include the mails ? No.
531. What are the mails ? £90 a year.
532. Then £90 is to be added to this return ? Tes.
533. That will equalize your estimate with that of the Railway Commissioners ? Tes.
534. Tou do not think the Railway Commissioners have under or over estimated it ? No ; they have 
given a fair estimate.
535. Do you think their estimates for goods and live stock between Gulgong and Mudgee would reach 
£1,112 during the year ? I do not think so.
536. Tou think they have over estimated the traffic ? 1 am confident of it.
537. Tou are not biassed in the matter ? Not at all.
538. Tou really think an over estimate has been made, and that the country between here and Gulgong 
could not improve to such an extent that it would give the return estimated in a very short time—that is 
for live stock and goods ? I would not say about goods. They get their goods from here to Gulgong by 
carriers, at 7s., 8s., and 9s. a ton.
539. Can you give an estimate of the amount of tonnage which goes from here to Gulgong by carriers ? 
I cannot.
540. I understand you are in favour of a line from hero to Dubbo rather than from here to Coonamble ? 
I am in favour of a line from here to Dubbo, although there is r.o line in the country which would pay 
better than a line direct from here to Coonamble, and then to Walgett.
541. Would not Walgett be better served by being attached to the Northern line than to this? No; 
they condemned that line.
542. Who ? The Commissioners. They never can get a line down there. If wc had a line from here to 
Dubbo or Coonamble, we should get all that trade. We have all the northern members boxed up against 
us, and they say we must lose our trade if Mudgee gets a line out. Therefore we want to hitch on to 
Dubbo.
543. Do you think if a line were constructed from Mudgee to Dubbo, or Coonamble, there would be a 
reasonable prospect of its paying interest and working expenses ? I do.
544. Even if the interest on cost of construction and the working expenses amounted to over £40,000 per 
annum, you think there would be sufficient trade to pay that? I do. I can assure you there is no line 
in the western district which will pay so well.
545. Tou must have been altogether overpowered in connection with the agitation for a line from Waller
awang to Mudgee ? I was dead against it.
546. And they would not allow you to have a show ? No, they would not. They know the mistake they 
have made now.
547. Tou referred, just now, to being connected with a firm running several lines of coaches—one to 
Cassilis ? Tes.
548. Tou do not go from Gulgong to Cassilis ? No ; we go from Gulgong to Coolah.
549. If a line were constructed to Coolah, and on to Coonamble, would the Coolah people bo benefited by 
it ? Tes.
550. What other line do you run ? To Coonabarabran. That is further on still.
551. Do I understand you to leave Mudgee to touch at Gulgong, that you then go to Coolah, and that 
your terminus is Coonabarabran ? No. We leave Coolah on the right, and go into Redbank. That is 
6 miles from Denison Town, and it is 20 miles from Denison Town to Coolah. We go right on, and cross 
the Castlereagh, to Coonabarabran.
552. Then you urge that the line should be constructed direct from Mudgee to Dubbo, or Coo
namble ? Tes.
553. Mhich one do you prefer ? I prefer the one direct to Coonamble. 554,
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554. But that would not give you any access to any surplus trade with the western district? We shall 
have quite enough if we get the Coonamble trade.
555. What is to come from Coonamble ? All our surplus stuff, grown in this district, could he sent there.
556. But they grow enough for their own requirements, except when there is a big drought. How do
they grow it. _
557. Who supplies them now ? They get it all from Orange and Bathurst.
558. Do not they grow anything for themselves ? Sometimes. ^
559. Do they not meet their own requirements, except in dry seasons ? Ho. .
560. They are always dependent, more or less, on somebody else for supplies ? Mudgee is the place they 
alwavs depended upon, until the railway went to Duhbo, and then they went to the nearest place.
561. "And is that the reason why Mudgee has not progressed? I consider that it is dead against our 
interest.
562. That is to say that trade has been taken from you ? Tes. _ _
563. Is it not a fact that the reason Mudgee has remained at a standstill is because the G-ulgong gold
field has fallen away, and w7here there were thousands of people whom tho Mudgee farmers used to 
supply there are only hundreds now ? Nothing of the kind. _ ■
564. Did not the Mudgee farmers supply that large gold-mining population at Gulgong some years ago .

Mr. J. Barry.

22 Mar., 1890.

I suppose they did. . , - „
565. And now that large mining population is gone, Mudgee has been deprived ot those consumers i
Yes. They have only one market now to go to. You give other parts of the country means of going to 
the back county. You give them railways to enable them to go out to Cobar, Bourke, and Wilcanma, 
and you shut Mudgee out. .
566. If a line were constructed to Coonamble or Duhbo, ive should construct a line to enter into com
petition w7ith the Great Western line ? I do not think so.^ '
567. Tou have told us you wanted to sneak away some of tho trade from Duhbo? Are do not want to 
sneak away the trade from Duhbo.
568. Well, then; to share it with them ? AVe will share it with them _
569. And your share would of necessity take awray from them ? If I were sending stock from Coonamble 
I would truck them via Mudgee, because they would not get knocked about so much.
570. If the construction of this line would lead to a very large trade, would not the trade on the new 
Mudgee-Dubbo line be so great that stock would he subject to the same knocking about as they are on 
the Western line ? No, because you-would avoid tho traffic at Duhbo.
571. I understand, then, that all the people between AVallerawang and Duhbo would be prepared to let 
their passenger traffic stand on one side, and their ordinary produce stand on one side, to allow of 
these poor beasts irom the north and north-western portions of the colony to he taken to Sydney without 
shunting? Most decidedly. When they cannot send them on by trucks from Dubbo, they cannot send 
them on at all. I have seen cattle in the trucks for a day, because they could not he sent on. _
572. And the people between ATallerawang and Duhbo would be prepared to. put up with any incon
venience to allow the stock to go right through ? I can assure you that Dubbo is prepared to join hands 
with us to-morrow to have a line constructed to Dubbo.
573. Mr. Humphery.'] Is there any other traffic, excepting live stock, from Coonamble to Mudgee.
Only live stock.
574. Bor what period of the year would that traffic continue ? Three or four months.
o/o. AVhat would the traffic be for the other eight or nine months ? Look at all the stuff which goes to 
Coonamble and on to AValgett.
576. AVhat other traffic would there be from Coonamble for the remainder of tho year? They would be 
sending their cattle and sheep. Every week of your life you can see thousands of sheep going from 
Coonamble to Sydney.
577. But that only lasts four months of the year ? That is for the wool trade. _ _ _
578. The live stock goes over the whole of the year ? Tes. There is not a more prosperous district in 
the country than Coonamble.
579. What is the distance from Gulgong to Mundooran ? 53 miles from here. . .
580. AVhat is tho distance from Mundooran to Coonamble ? I think about 120 miles. At any rate it is 
100 miles. The distance from Gulgong to Coonamble will he about 150 miles.
581. Then a railway at £5,000 a milo would cost £750,000? Tes.
582. Do you think the Government would he justified in incurring an expenditure of three quarters of a
million, to construct that railway, when the only traffic between Coonamble and Gulgong, and Mudgee, 
would be live stock and w7ool? I consider that until you make a line from here, the Mudgee line will 
never pay. It is hound to pay, if you go out into the hack country. Look at the population there now. 
Hundreds of men are coming from ATctoria every day, and are taking up land along those roads. Lour 
men from Victoria the other day took up 20,000 acres of land. ...
583. And you think it is advantageous that the land should he taken up in large areas ? I think, if a 
man can get hold of a large piece of land, he should settle upon it.
584. AVould that land be taken up for agricultural or pastoral purposes? Eor whatever they can grow
upon it. I have seen some of the finest wheat in the country grown between Nevertire and Warren, by 
a man from Victoria. ...
585. What increase of population has there been between Gulgong and Coonamble within the last five 
years ? I could not tell you. I know that within the last five years a mill has been put up at Mundooran, 
and a couple of public-houses, and five or six private buildings have been erected. It is the same all 
along the road.
586. In reply to Mr. O’Sullivan you said that there are no holders of small areas between Mudgee and 
Gulgong who would he served by the proposed railway ? According to the present survey, I do not 
believe any man can take up a piece of land for the benefit of himself between here and Gulgong.
587. Are there not a considerable number of holders of small areas within a radius of 10 miles of Gulgong?
Tes. ‘
588. AAMuld not they he served by the railway ? Of course they would.
589. How do you reconcile that answer with the one given to Mr. O’Sullivan? I meant between here 
and Gulgong.
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Mr. J. Barry. 5Q0. Are there no holders of small areas within 5 miles of the line between here and Gulgong ? I do not 
ooAr'-^Tonn know. I think there must he between 4 and 5 miles.
-2 Mar->1890- 591. Do you know Guntawang? Tes.

592. Are there any small holders there ? Yes.
593. Who does it belong to ? Mr. Richard Rouse.
594. Do you know Wilhetree ? Tes.
595. Are there any small areas there ? Tes ; there is any number of farmers about there.
596. How far is Wilhetree from the proposed line ? G or 7 miles.
597. If they are 6 milfes from the railway, will they not be served by it ? I do not think so. It would be 
easier to come to Mudgee than to cross over there to bring their produce.
598. How far is Wilhetree from Mudgee ? 10 or 12 miles.
599. And you think the farmers would prefer to go 12 miles into Mudgee, than to go 6 miles to the
nearest point of the line ? It would be cheaper for them to do so. They would have to go to Gulgong 
with their produce, or come in here. ■
600. Do you know Eurunderee ? Tes.
601. How far is that from Mudgee ? About 5 miles.
602. Would the railway serve any settlers there? Hot at all.
603. Do you know Barragandoon ? Tes.
604. To whom does that belong ? To Mr. Richard Rouse.
605. How far is that from the proposed railway ? Alongside of it.
606. That has not been thrown open ? Ho ; it is private property.
607. Do you know that run ? Tes.
608. Is it good land ? Tes, pretty good. '
609. Is it fit for agriculture ? Tes.
610. Do you know the extent of agricultural land there ? Tes.
611. Do you know Home Rule ? That is still further on to the right. It is within 6 miles of Gulgong.
612. Is tliere any good land there ? Tes. -
613. About what area ? I could not say. Mr. Rouse has the greatest part of it.
614. Are there any holders of small areas ? Tes.
615. Would not they be served by the railway ? Tes; they would go to Gulgong.
616. Gulgong would be 6 miles away ? Tes.
617. Would the line be more difficult to construct between Gulgong and Coonamble, than between 
Mudgee and Gulgong? There are only one or two difficult places on tbe road. It is level country all 
the way.
618. Do you think it would be less expensive ? I do.
619. Do you know the country well ? I have been over a part of the line, which was surveyed right 
through to Walgett.
620. Assuming that the line between Mudgee and Gulgong would cost £5,500 a mile, what should be the 
cost of a line between Gulgong and Coonamble ? It would be less.
621. Do you think there would be a large passenger traffic between Coonamble and Mudgee ? I do.
622. How is Coonamble supplied at the present time ? There are two lines of coaches running. A daily
mail runs to Warren. There are these coaches on the road, and thev go right across to Nevertire. 
Another daily mail goes from Dubbo to Coonamble. ’
623. What is the distance from Dubbo to Coonamble ? About 100 miles. .
624. Do you think Coonamble would prefer to be connected with Dubbo or with Mudgee ? With Mudgee.
625. What is your reason for saying so ? Because they can buy their produce cheaper in Mudgee, and 
they can depend upon our seasons more than in the other district.
626. Would it not suit Coonamble equally well to be connected between Dubbo and Wellington 
assuming that the line could be carried from Gulgong to that point? Not to Wellington, because the 
distance would be shorter, but between Coonamble and here it would be shorter than going the other way, 
and when you came to reckon up at the end of the year the extra haulage which you would have to pay 
for your goods, and the fares of passengers, you would find it would be cheaper to come this route than 
any other.
627. Would it not be an advantage to Coonamble to be connected with the northern line as well? I do 
not think so.
628. Assuming it probable, or possible, for Dubbo to be connected with Werris Creek, would it not bo to 
the advantage of Coonamble to be connected with Dubbo, rather than with Mudgee ? It may be ; but 
they have no connection up north. Their business goes between Sydney, Coonamble, and Walgett.
629. Do you give it as your opinion that the railway should be carried from Mudgee to Coonamble? I 
do. Otherwise, get on to the Dubbo line. Get on to Dubbo at the nearest point, and then we will get 
the Cobar trade and the Bourke trade. The day has come when we must get a line from Dubbo to 
Coonamble. If we have a separate line for ourselves, all the better.

18 PARI/IAMENTABY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

George William Townsend, Esq., C.E., sworn and examined : —
G-. W. 630. Mr. Hurley.] Tou are a civil engineer ? Tes.

C.TE’ 631. You were under engagement to the Government some time ago ? I was employed in the Railway 
Department for thirteen years.

22 Mar., 1890. Tou were sent out to do some special work in connection with the western survey? The Colo
Yalley survey. . ‘
633. Tou sent in your reports in regard to the class of grades, &c., and they were printed ? Tes ; in a
Parliamentary paper. .
634. Tou made up your quantities and ascertained the exact cost of the construction of the line ? Yes ; 
and in the same paper is a statement, which has never been disputed, as to the amount of traffic which 
would be likely to be carried.
635. Has anything occurred since you made up those quantities, and gave in your returns, which has 
altered your opinion in regard to the suitability of the line ? Not as to the suitability of the line: The 
recent slips, during falls of rain, have forcibly impressed upon my mind the necessity for that line. I was

' very
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very careful throughout the whole of my survey, wherever any dangerous ground was crossed, to throw
the line back into gallery tunnels—traversing the face of the hill and keeping on the sound ground, ^ ^ ’
instead of having cuttings in the open ground.
636. If I remember rightly, in your report there were many miles of tunnels ? Nine miles of tunnels 22 Mar., 1890. 
were put on the section, for the purpose of avoiding which I could have shown moderate cuttings and
banks, which could have been made for from £10,000 to £12,000 a mile; but instead of cheapening the 
estimate by showing that, I threw the line back into tunnels over nine miles—the object being to secure 
ground free from landslip. That is what increased the estimate beyond what I first anticipated. I was 
for three years in the valley, and saw a great deal of the ground. One day my camp was nearly swept 
away by a landslip, so that the necessity for some protection was forced on my mind.
637. Am I correct in anticipating that you made out that you could make a gross haulage of 74 or 75 per 
cent, more on the gradient you had made, than on the gradient on the Western line? More than that—- 
nearly 300 per cent. The amount one large engine will take from Dubbo to Lithgow is eighteen loaded 
trucks. The same engine will take thirteen trucks from Lithgow to Penrith. On the Colo Valley line, it 
would take, from Dubbo to Penrith, fifty trucks, if my gradient were adhered to.
638. Ghairman?\ By your line you pass by the worst grades on the Wallerawang-Mudgee line ? Almost . 
all the heavy grades are about Penrith, and do not touch the Western line again until near Dubbo.
639. You do not avail yourself of the Wallerawang and Mudgee line further than in its best places?
No, and that only at the Mudgee end.
640. There are some heavy grades there ? Yes ; 1 in 40.
641. Mr. Hurley.Coming up the Colo Valley to the east of Rylstone, which part of the Cudgegong do 
you touch first? Near to Pitzgerald’s station.
642. How far is that from Rylstone ? 4|-miles.
643. You are aware that there has been a great deal of controversy in the Department in regard to your 
calculations of cost ? Yes. I can explain how those figures were swollen to such an extent, and the 
Parliamentary papers will bear out my statement. When I submitted my estimate, Mr. Whitton also 
submitted one. Mr. Sutherland, the Minister for Works, asked him whether it was for a double or a 
single line, and he said for a double line. Mr. Sutherland then asked me what my estimate was for, and 
I said for a single line, except in regard to the bridges, which were for double lines. To prevent con
fusion, I distinctly stated that although there were many miles of viaducts, they were not to be confounded 
with the bridges, the viaducts being for a single and the bridges for a double line. Mr. Whitton then said 
he was quite sure I originally intended to estimate for a'double line, and he persisted in doing so.
644. So that that increase on the estimate is through Mr. Whitton’s intervention? Yes ; estimating for 
a double instead of a single line, as I did. Taking his figures for a double line, and mine for a single line, 
you will find that mine is the more liberal price of the two.
645. Did you provide for double lines in the tunnel ? No, single ; intending in case of duplication to 
have a duplicate tunnel running parallel with the other one.
646. Looking at the line over the mountains, and the line surveyed by yourself, you are aware of the
release it will be tothe congested traffic of the Western line? It will be an enormous release to the 
Western line. It will take the whole of the western and the north-western traffic, no matter how largely 
it becomes developed hereafter. ,
647. You are conversant with the necessity of a duplicate or separate line ? Yes ; a separate line.
648. Looking at the high grades on the Western line, it would be madness, in your opinion, to attempt to 
duplicate it ? Nothing short of that.
649. Have you given any consideration to the Southern line, via Blayney ? I surveyed that bit from 
Carcoar.
650. But you have not given that consideration to it which you have given to the other, believing it did 
not deserve it ? No ; I do not think it did.
651. Looking at the line surveyed by yourself up to this point, have you given any consideration to the 
probabilities of trade accruing by the construction of a line beyond this point, westward ? Yes.
652. What is your opinion, or advice, as to what would be the best course to take, to get out of this place, 
westward ? I think we should go from here to Gulgong, and from Gulgong to Dubbo. Prom Dubbo, I 
would extend to Coonamble, and thence to Walgett. Prom Dubbo, I would also extend, via Parkes and 
Porbes, to Young, and would so connect the Southern district. Prom Nyngan, I would extend to Cobar,
Wileannia, Broken Hill, and Silverton, making a complete system, centering on the Colo Valley. Purther,
I would connect somewhere from Coonamble with the Northern system, so that we should have a complete 
connection from south to north, without going across the Dividing Range more than once.
653. Why would you make the detour from Gulgong onward to Dubbo ? Because the people would have 
it so. A better line could be made without touching Gulgong.
654. Would you always bend to public clamour ? I would not, if I could help it.
655. In this instance you are prepared to give way because the public require it ? My first idea was not 
to take in Gulgong ; but I found it necessary, in the interests of the people. I think it is wise for an 
engineer, in designing lines, to take into consideration the greatest amount of good to the greatest 
number.
656. Where do you propose to touch the Northern line? I do not say where ; I merely mention the fact 
that I would have a connecting line from one point to another. ‘
657. Have you given any consideration to a proposal which has been submitted and spoken of, for a line 
from Werris Creek right across? It would be well if Werris Creek were connected with Dubbo. It 
would be a good line by which to take the traffic from Bourke to Newcastle ; but it would not be a good 
line to take the southern traffic north, because it would come too far east. You would be making too 
much of a base of a triangle, instead of the hypotheneuse of the triangle. I would go further north— 
north of Armidale—somewhere Tenterfield way.
6.'>8. Do you think, viewing the circumstances of the Western line round by Orange, and looking at all 
the circumstances of the probable progress of the country and increase of population, that the country 
would be warranted in constructing the Colo Valley route, and making it the Western line out to Dubbo ?
Yes, no doubt about it; so much so that if that line were made, it would pay to take traffic from 
Wellington back to Dubbo and along the Colo Valley, and it would be shorter than from Wellington and 
over the mountains.

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE—BAILWT EEOM MUDGEE TO GULGONG. Ly
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Townsend ^.avc J'ou gi''eu any consideration to the freight now chargeable upon those heavy grades, as against
Esq., C.E.’ ^le fright chargeable on heavy loads on easy grades ? Yes ; it is contained in my report in tho Parliamen- 
i — a _ ' tary paper; but as I have not looked at it for eighteen months or more, I could not say anything about it. 

22Mar., 1890. To the producer inland, and to the agriculturist and pastoralist, it would be an advantage of at 
least 50 per cent. ? Yes, at least that; and it would leave a large profit, instead of a loss, over the 
mountains. Every ton carried over the mountains is carried at a loss. With the other light grade line we 
could pay expenses, reduce freights one-half, and in time pay for the line. In my estimate I stated that 
the line would be paid for in forty years.
G61. You made that estimate after careful examination? Yes; and it was never contradicted by Mr. 
Whitton, anxious as he was to contradict everything I said. Mr. Goodchap bore me out entirely.
062. Having in view the probability of the construction of the Colo Valley line, do you think it would 
be wise to defer any extension westward until the completion of that route to this part of the district ? 
INb ; I would push forward the extension westward as rapidly as possible. A place like Mudgee would be 
largely benefited by intercourse with the west and north-west. Another thing, as soon as we get to 
Mudgee, we get into what may be termed the bottle-neck system of the present westward line. Still, 
it would be an advantage to have the traffic from Mudgee to the west and north-west, and it would be a 
portion of the line made. It would also have a further advantage, because it wmuld impress on the minds 
of the authorities the necessity of making the Colo Valley lino. They would find such a constriction of 
traffic on the Blue Mountains that they wmuld be obliged to make another line.
663. Am I right in thinking you spent a great number of months in the Colo Valley ? About three
years.
664. Therefore you are in a position to give an opinion as to the various deposits of coal ? Yes.
665. Have you any experience of minerals ? Yes ; I practised as a mining engineer for about ten years.
666. What is your opinion as to the probability of petroleum existing there ? I do believe there is 
petroleum there ; and I wfill tell you why : There is a hole on the river called the Bubble Hole. When 
my attention vras drawn to it, I observed it frequently. I have spent half a day closely observing it. 
There is an oblong sunken island (the top of which comes near the surface of the wuiter) of fine silt, 
50 feet in length, and about tho centre it comes up to a high ridge. This ridge is in the centre of the 
hole, exactly in the place wrhere any light deposit wmuld be swmpt away by flood. All along the centre 
ridge there is a constant line of bubbles. I swam off on one occasion with a bottle to the bank, but the 
soil was so soft that I could not get a foothold. I endeavoured to get some of the gas in a bottle, with 
the object of having it analysed, but failed. I feel certain it is natural gas coming from some petroleum 
spring.
667. How is the country timbered? In some places there is very good timber; in others it is very 
scrubby. Hpon some of the hills there is remarkably good timber.
66S. Any cedar? Very little; nothing to speak of. Out on the Bulga track there is magnificent 
timber.
669. Any coal? Coal is very common there. You can get chunks of coal and shale all down the river.
670. Of good quality ? Some good and some poor.
671. Have you any knowledge of the mines within 18 miles of Mudgee ? I have been in Mr. Standish 
Cox’s place.
672. AVhat are the measures ? I cannot tell you.
673. What class of coal is it ? It is of good quality.
674. AVhat wmuld you call it? It is good cooking coal and good gas coal; but they are spoiling it. It is 
an immense seam, 22 feet, and they were putting in bands. If they dressed it better, it would have a 
better market value. I knowr the gas works were refusing to take it on that account.
675. Have you been over the district betwmen here and Coonabarabran and Coonamble ? Iso.
676. Between here and Dubbo ? Yes ; the Minister for AVorks is in possession of a letter from me, written 
about the time the survey was started, in which I offered to make that survey as portion of my Colo 
Valley survey, adhering to the same grades, none above 1 in 100, and the cost per mile from Mudgee to 
Dubbo not to exceed £7,000. I offered to make the survey for £1,200, being paid £600 whilst the work 
was going on, and leaving £600 as a guarantee that I would carry out what I stated. I had an acknow
ledgment of the receipt of the letter, and no more.
677. Is the land suitable for agriculture between here and Dubbo ? Some of it is very good.
678. Can you give an idea as to its value ? About £2 10s. per acre.
679. And the price, if the railway were constructed? It is hard to say.
680. It may be quadrupled, at all events ? Certain to.
681. If they put all the available labour possible upon the line, in what length of time could it be 
constructed—that is, the Colo Valley line ? About six years.
682. Mr. O'Sullivan.^ What is the distance betwmen Dubbo and Sydney, by the Colo Yalley route? 
237 miles, as near as I recollect.
683. What is the distance from Dubbo to Sydney by the present line ? 278 miles.
684. It would therefore be 41 miles shorter by the Colo Ahilley route ? Yes.
685. Has not Mr. AV. E. Abbott made a proposal to run a line from Dubbo to Cassilis, and Muswellbrook, 
on to Newcastle ? Yes.
686. What is that distance ? 237 miles to Newcastle.
687. That would be the same distance as the Colo Valley route to Sydney ? Yes.
688. There would be this advantage in favour of the Colo Aralley route, that the distance would be shorter 
between Sydney and Newcastle ? Yes. '
689. What is the distance to Sydney by Newcastle ? By Mr. Abbott’s proposal to go by Newcastle
to Sydney it would be, as near as I recollect, 331 miles against 278 miles bv the present route to Sydney 
from Dubbo. ' 1 J 3
690. Therefore this proposal of Mr. Abbott’s is not likely to successfully compete against the Colo Valley 
route ? I do not think so.
691. Has not Mr. Gipps made a proposal for a line via Blacktowm on to Cook’s Biver ? Yes; and to 
Blayney.
692. Is that a feasible route? I have not been over it. I have had a talk with Mr. Cummings about it. 
He went to inspect it with Mr. Gipps, and after that nothing more was said about it.
693. If your proposal re the Colo Valley route were carried out as far as Dubbo, it would conflict with

the
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tine proposal for a line from Dubbo to Werris Creek?
Werris Creek would be a connection from the north. '
694. Is there any likelihood of both lines being given ?
695. Could not your proposal for a line from Penrith to Dubbo be fitted on to the connecting lino 22Mar., 1890. 
between Dubbo and Werris Creek, going from Gulgong to some point on the connecting line ? I do not
know enough of the country to say ; but I think not.
696. Why not ? Tou would get into some very rough country, and it would be very expensive.
697. If a line can be taken from Gulgong to Coonamble, can it not cross the proposed line ? The 
dividing ranges to the north run very flat.
698. But there is no occasion to go to the north ? But you are going to the north, going to Coonamble, 
and the range is low and flat there.
699. Is there no other point to the south where you could join this connecting line ? I do not know 
enough of it to say.
700. If the connecting line between Dubbo and Werris Creek is carried out, as it probably will be, you 
are not likely to get your line from Dubbo to Gulgong, and therefore I ask you whether you can fit on 
the Colo Yalley line, running through Mudgee and Gulgong, to the connecting line between Dubbo and 
Werris Creek ? Yes ; but I do not think it would be less distance than you could get by connecting 
with Dubbo.
701. It would probably be more, but even so, it will be shorter from Dubbo to Sydney than the present 
route ? Yes ; but I fail to see your object. If I can get to Dubbo by a more direct and shorter route, 
what is the good of joining to the Werris Creek line.
702. The Government is not likely to give both lines ;—if they construct the line from Dubbo to
Werris Creek they are not likely to construct another line from Dubbo to Gulgong, when they get so 
near to Gulgong ? But how near do they get ? *
703. I cannot exactly say, but it is not very great.
704. Chairman^] 20 miles.
705. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] Then I should say it would certainly be wise to connect with the other, although 
it would make it rather longer in the through distance ;—had not you better be prepared to modify your 
scheme in that direction ? Yes.
706. Chairman.] That is, instead of going from Gulgong to Dubbo, you go to some point on the Western 
line ? Yes.
707. Mr. O’ Sullivan.] And by that means have access to Dubbo on one side, and Werris Creek on the 
other ? Yes ; that is to the west and to the north.
708. Do you think there is a probability of the Colo Yalley line being carried out ? I should like to see 
it, but I am afraid somebody’s carriage blocks the way for the time being.
709. In plain terms, you want a new Engineer-in-Chief ? That is about it.
710. The necessity will become so strong for a relieving line for the mountain line that some line must be 
adopted ? Yes. That is w'hy 1 should be anxious to see the line made from Mudgee to the north-west, 
because it will emphasise the necessity for the Colo Valley line.
711. Coming back to the line under consideration, I understand you to be of this opinion—that it will be 
wise, pending a decision in regard to the Colo Yalley line, to proceed with this line as a portion of the 
Colo Yalley line of the future ? Yes.
712. Mr. HumphenjYou estimate the cost of construction will be £7,000 a mile between Mudgee and 
Dubbo ? Yes.
713. W hat grade do you estimate for ? A ruling grade of 1 in 100, and no curve sharper than 20 chains.
714. What would be the difference in the haulage power of a locomotive over a grade of 1 in 40 and over 
one of 1 in 100 ? _ The ruling grade from Dubbo to Lithgow is 1 in 40, and upon that a large engine will 
take eighteen loaded trucks. Upon a grade of 1 in 100 the same engine will take fifty trucks.
715. What would the haulage be over a grade of 1 in 80 ? About thirty to thirty-five trucks.
716. Nearly double ? Nearly double the 1 in 40. ,
717. You do not know the country between Dubbo and Gulgong ? I have been over it, and know it
pretty well. - o a »
718. Do you know if the land is fit for agriculture ? A good deal of it is.'
719. Is there any timber suitable for sleepers ? It is sometime since I was over it, and I could not say. •

Mr. James D. Parker, manager for Wright, Heaton, & Co., sworn and examined:-—
720. Chairman.] What position do you hold? Manager for Wright, Heaton, & Co. Mr.
721. How long have you held that position? Twelve years. J. D. Parker.
722. You are intimately connected with the trade of the district ? Yes. ' ^'
723. Did Mr. Harper obtain information from you, when he was making up his reports as to the probable 22 Mar., 1890, 
traffic.on the line ? He came to me, but I do not think the information obtained was of much use, because
we did not go into details.
724. Are the goods which come from Mudgee station for Gulgong addressed to Gulgong, and sent direct 
by carriers, or is bulk broken here ? It is sent direct to Gulgong.
725. Do the goods go in the name of the person they belong to ? The bulk goes direct to the consignees.
726. Do they use firms such as yours to get them carried ? Yes.
727. Any knowledge you have of the quantity of goods sent wmuld not embrace the w'hole of the goods 
which have gone from Mudgee ? No.
728. Can you give an estimate of the tonnage inward and outward passing through your hands to Gul-’
gong and the district which would be benefited by the line under consideration ? 1 could have given
the information if I had known it was necessary.
729. How far distant would people be benefited, if the line were made to Gulgong;—-do vou think people 
living 10 miles further north-west of Gulgong would be benefited by it ? Decidedly. “
730. How far do you think the influence would extend ? As far as Coonabarabran.
731. Does the Coonabarabran trade nowr come to Mudgee ? Yes ; a lot of it.
732. And some to Quirindi ? Yes ; on the Northern line.
733. How far is Coonabarabran from the nearest point on the Western line ? Dubbo will be the nearest
station. 734

No; I do not

No.

it would. Prom Dubbo to Or.W. 
Townsend, 
Esq., C.E.
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Mr.
J. D. Parker. 734. If the line were made to GuIkodu, 

Tes. ° ° you think the Coonaharabran people would avail themselves of it?

22Mar 1890 ^ere much trade from Coonabarabran tothe metropolis? We cannot tell. We get a lot of it,
, '* ' but not the bulk.

736. If this line were constructed, and the Coonabarabran trade came through LLiigeo, via Gulgong, it 
would rob the Northern line ? Of course, but the Railway Department would obtain a great advantage.
737. How ? Because a lot of the wool taken by the Northern line is taken direct to Newcastle.
738. But is not the haulage much smaller from Quirindi to Newcastle, than it would be from Gulgong 
to Sydney ?. It would be a longer distance from Gulgong to Sydney.
/39. What is the distance from Quirindi to Newcastle ? 144 miles.
740. And what is it from Gulgong to Sydney ? 210 miles.
741.. Do you think it likely that the Coonabarabran people would come to Gulgong and pay for the extra 
carriage ? They would gain over the road carriage.

. 742. What is the distance from Quirindi to Coonabarabran ? 100 miles, I think, and from Gulgong it
is less. ‘
743. And from Coonabarabran to Gulgong? About 90 miles.
744. There would not be much difference between the two in the way of land carriage ? I go bv the rates. 
It would be 10s. difference.
745. How. do you form an opinion—from figures, or from conversation with the people in the Coonabara
bran district ? I take it more from carriers’ rates. Tou are taking the Newcastle distance against the 
Sydney distance for Mudgee.
746. But is not Newcastle as good as Sydney fora market for wool being sent home ? It should be. It 
is only a question of extra mileage.

only a question of cost as to whether people would send it these extra miles ? With a very 
little difference they would. '
748. Can you give us an idea of the goods, inward and outward, to the district beyond Mudgee ? I have 
not the total tonnage.
749. The estimate of the Railway Commissioners is that coaching and mails would give a revenue of £525 
per annum., and goods and live stock £1,112 per annum, or a total of £1,637 ;—do you think that is an under 
or over estimate ? I should take it to be an under estimate.
750. Bven if they tell us they have taken into consideration a possible trade from Coolah, Cobbora, 
Mundooran, Deniso.n Town, and Coonabarabran? Of course, they get the Coolah and Cobbora trade now.
751. The railway people are of the same opinion as you, namely, that they would get some of the Coona- 
barabran traffic, and, taking that into consideration, their total estimate is £1,637 per annum;—do you 
think that to bo an under estimate ? I should think so.
752. I suppose you do not think the total revenue would reach £7,000 per annum? I should think it 
would.
753. If the line were constructed between Mudgee and Gulgong, it would tap a trade sufficient to give a 
revenue of £7,000 a year? I think it would.

y011 know anything of the country between here and Gulgong, and beyond ? Tes.
Too. Have you been as far as Coonamble?" No.
75.6. Do you think if the line were constructed to Coonamble the trade would come this way ? I should 
think so.
7o7. What is the nature of the trade at Coonamble ? It is out of our line.

everLts! that the line, if constructed to Gulgong, would in all probability give a reven tie 
it year’ owir|g its tapping an enlarged district to what the present line will do. I think so. 

h,1'6 , ere any °ther carrying agents besides yourself ? Tes ; Tarrant & Crossing.
/60. Do they do as large a business as you ? Hardly, I think.

dfoy O Sullivan^] Does much wool traffic come into Mudgee from the back districts ? A good deal.
/ 6-j. What districts does it come from ? From Coolah, Coonabarabran, Mundooran, and all round 
there. Two years ago we had some from Cassilis, but not since.
/.63. How was it you got the Cassilis wool ? On account of the bad roads between there and the Northern 
lme.
764. Do you think that the natural route for the wool traffic is through Mudgee ? Tes. .
765. What is the value of the wool freight per year ? The total number of bales which passed through
here last year, would be between 11,000 and 12,000. 1,500 bales would be for the stations around about
Mudgee.
/OO. Can you give an idea as to what that would amount to in freight to tho Railway Department, if carried 

" v ^'0 trainaSe ^ «5d. for greased, and £3 11s. 9d. per ton for washed wool.
7bi. It the lme went to Gulgong, you would open up a still wider region for wool traffic ? Tes.

Thomas Willans Connolly, Esq., Government Surveyor, sworn and examined :—- 
T. W. 768. Chairman.'] Tou are a Government Surveyor ? Tes ; located at Mudgoe.

Connolly, 769. How long, have you been here ? Four and a half years.
^'an I0/1, furnish the Committee with parish plans of the country between this and Wellington, via

99 Mm- iroo 'i ’ A118 anc*- -Dubbo, via Gulgong; and this and Coonamble, via Gulgong ? I have no parish maps 
22 Mar., 1890. out 0f Orange Land Board District. ° ° in

771. How far does your district extend ? To Reedy Creek, at Gulgong.
772. Are your office maps charted up to date? No. Information, as I require it, is supplied by the
district office at Orange. .
773. Cannot you furnish us with parish maps as far as your district extends in the d irection of Wellington,
JJubbo, and Coonamble ? I have not anything which would be reliable. 1
/ 74. Do. you know anything of the country between here and Gulgong ? Tes.
775- Is it good country, or what ? Two-thirds of it is agricultural country.
77b- lu the hands of a few holders ? I think, perhaps, one-third is in the hands of a few.
777. Is there much Government land between here and Gulgong? Not much, except the gold-field 
reserve at Gulgong. ’ 1 ^

778.
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It lias been several limes recommended. T. W.
Connolly,

Esq.
778. Is there any recommendation that the reserve be cancelled ?
779. Do you think it would be advisable to do it ? Yes.
780. Would it be advisable to make it a special area, if it were cancelled? Yes. _ ,
781. Will not the cancellation of it limit the mining community somewhat? The areas which were 22 Mar., 1890. 
proposed by our Department for cancellation were not occupied by miners, bio objection was raised by
the Mining Department, or their officers. .
782. Mr. Humphery.'] Did you hear Mr. Barry’s evidence ? Yes.
783. Is it a fact that between here and Gruigong, there are few holders of small areas who would be served
by the proposed railway ? The line, as laid out, passes chiefly through the large estates ; but I think ope- 
half the area is held in small holdings not immediately adjacent to the line—say within four to five miles 
of the line. _ .
784. What will be the average of the small holdings, say within 4 or 5 miles of the line, on either side ?
I should say one-half of the land is held by small holders, who hold from 160 acres downwards.
785. Are they occupying the land and cultivating it ? Yes.
786. They are hona-fide settlers ? Yes.
787. Can you say what the small holders would aggregate within 4 miles of the line ? About 20,000 acres.
788. What proportion of that do you think is suitable for agricultural purposes ? I would hardly venture . 
to say. Taking the district generally I know what the proportion is, because I had to work it out.
789. Is this land similar to the land you refer to ? The farming land is better away from the railway 
line—to the east, chiefly.
790. The railway would not pass within 4 or 5 miles of the best land between here and G-ulgong ? Yes ; 
that is held by small farmers.
791. Have you examined the proposed line between here and Gulgong ? Yes.
792. Can you suggest any deviation or alteration which you think would be advantage us ? I could not.
I do not know what engineering difficulties there would be.

Charles John Horsley, Esq., Crown Lands Agent, sworn and examined:—
793. Chairman.] You are Crown Lands Agent in the district of Mudgee? Yes.
794. How long have you occupied that position ? Since February, 1885. C. J. Horsley,
795. Could you furnish the Committee with parish maps within your district which would embrace
a proposed line between here and Wellington, via G-ulgong, the same to Dubbo, and the same to ^ ^ 
Coonamble ? I may be able to furnish some within my district, which ends at lieedy Creek. I have not ’’ '
all of them. The Kailway Department applied for some the other day, and I sent some.
796. There is not a great demand for land in your district? Ho.
796^. Then, if you are tied up for one or two plans;—if anyone came in for a parish plan you could not 
furnish it ? Most of them, but not all.
797. Do you not generally keep a larger stock ? Yes; I am told to apply for what are in demand, and it is 
impossible to say what is the demand.
798. Then Mudgee is dead, so far as applications for land are concerned ? It has been for some time.
799. You could not furnish us with a complete set ? No ; not unless they are the office set, which are 
not supposed to go out; but I could give you all but one.
800. Will you produce that—starting from Mudgee towards G-ulgong;—give us them in the order in 
which they should be ? In the county of Wellington you take a portion of the parish of Mudgee, and then, 
the parish of Munna. These are the two parishes immediately on this side of the river, tbe river being 
the boundary of the county of Wellington. The portions marked with green are all reserves. [Witness 
indicated on the plans the position of the proposed line.]
801. Have you estimated the quantity of unalienated land which would be served by this line ? No ; it is 
a matter of impossibility to do so at so short a notice.
802. I suppose what lands are remaining are principally reserves ? A good deal. A good portion is held
under annual leases, for grazing purposes. .
803. Is there much demand for Government land in the district? There has not been since I came here.
804. Have any special areas been put up here? Yes.
805. They have been taken up ? Yes.
806. What has been the price realized ? 3s. an acre in the parish of Wilhetree and Eurunderee. Special
areas have been opened out, and that is the best land in the district for wine-growing.
807. Do you think if the large gold-field reserve were thrown open there would be any demand for it ? I 
believe every inch of it would be taken up.
808. Do you think it ought to be made a special area of ? For settlement, I should decidedly say no.
809. Do you think if it were made a special area it might be taken up ? If the ground is allowed to be 
taken up by 40 acres, it might all be taken up.
810. Do you think, if the railway were constructed, and the reserves were not cancelled until after its 
construction, it would add materially to the price they would bring ? It should do so.
811. Mr. O'Sullivan^ This district is in the Eastern Division ? Yes.
812. And the leasehold areas for that division will be thrown open for selection on the 1st July next ? I 
believe so.
813. Have you any leasehold areas here ? No.
814. This is one of the old nineteen counties in which grants were given in the early days? Yes.
815. I suppose there never was much land up here for selection ? The principal land has been taken up
years ago by grants on both sides of the river, leaving only the poorer class of land available. '
816. It was all taken up under the Act of 1861 ? The lands I speak of have been taken up since the Act 
of 1862. An area of about 33,700 acres has been taken up under conditional purchase.
817. 1S0 that we can hardly gauge the prosperity of the district by the demand for land during the last 
fifteen or twenty years ? The best of the land has been held under large grants.
818. The best of the land was given away in the early days under grants ? Apparently so.
819. And the remainder was taken under the Land Act of 1861 ? Yes. ■
820. So that, beyond the reserve and the large common near Gulgong, there is very little land to obtain ?
Very little. % 821.
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^r' -^■umP^lcr.1/-] How many acres do you think would be served by the proposed line from Mudgee 
t° Gulgong ? The line would hardly hit the land people could get hold of. It is nearly all through the 

22Mar.,1890. ProPerty of individuals who have got it by grants.
822. Then do you confirm the evidence of Mr. Barry and Mr. Connolly, that few owners of small areas 
would be served by the proposed railway ? I think so, unless the gold-field reserve is thrown open.

. 823. Can you say how many bona-fide settlers there are between here and G-ulgong, within 4 miles of the
side of the proposed line ? ISTot exactly. I have taken the railway line as a centre, and going S or 10 
miles on each side, it gives an average of 34,700 acres taken up under conditional purchase. The majority 
of these areas are 40 acres. Put it at 60 acres, and it will give from 300 to 400 people.
824. And they, you think, are not within 4 or 5 miles, but within 10 miles of the lino of raihvay ? Some 
are nearer, but the majority are 3, 4, or 5 miles away.
825. Would half the number you mention be within a radius of 10 miles of Mudgee ? I think so.
826. So that the proposed railway would be of very little benefit to them ? I do not think so.
827. Do you know the country beyond Gulgong, towards Mundooran? Tes.
828. And from Mundooran to Coonamble? Tes.
829. Can you speak as to the character of the soil and its suitability for grazing purposes ? Prom Gulgong 

. to Mundooran the way, I suppose, the line would go—the country, generally, is poor. From Mundooran
to Coonamble—the way the railway would also probably go—tbe country is very good.
830. What is the character of the country between Gulgong and Dubbo ? A small part of it is good for
agriculture—from Sandy Creek to Gillis’s, 40 or 50 miles—but the general run of the country is not good 
until you come close to Dubbo. It is scrubby and hilly. "
831. Do you think the cost of constructing a line between Gulgong and Dubbo would be greater per 
mile than constructing a line between Mudgee and Gulgong ? The distance is greater, and the cost of 
constructing to Gulgong would be very short of what it would bo from Gulgong to Dubbo.
832. The cost per mile from Mudgee ito Gulgong is estimated at £5,800 ;—do you think it would cost
more, or less, to continue the line from Gulgong to Dubbo? Less, I should think, judging from the 
nature of the country. '
833. Very much less ? I am not prepared to say, but there are not many difficulties in the wav.
834. Is it pretty level, or undulating country ? It is undulating, right into Dubbo. *
835. Do you know whetner there is plenty of timber between Gulgong and Dubbo suitable for railway 
purposes ? I should think from G-ulgong to Larry’s Creek the timber wmuld be difficult to get, but from 
there on to Dubbo, I think the timber wmuld be fairly good. It would be larger and heavier.
836. Mr. Hurley.What is the sum you received last year for lands taken up under conditional leases, 
from all sources ? I have not made up my return.
837. What is the approximate value? ft would be impossible to tell, but I will furnish you with the
amount. [Witness subsequently handed in the folloicivij statement] :— .

3 8S9. £ s. d.
Conditional I’lirdiasc Applications ................................................................ 7SS 10 8
Interest, Instalment, and Balance................................................................. 4 182 11 9
Auction Sales.................................................................................................. 240 0 10

o,217 9 3
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Mr. James D. Parker, sworn and further examined:—
Mr. J. D. S38. C/jcmwum.] The £7,000 to which you referred, as being likely to he derived as revenue, was an 
Parker. estimate of traffic from Sydney, right out, and not merely from Mudgee to Gulgong ? Tes.

iroo 839. What do you think of the estimate of the Bailway Commissioners of £1,600 per annum as the 
ar,> • earnings of a line between Mudgee and Gulgong ? I think that would be nearer the mark.

840. Tou do not think they have formed an under-estimate ? No ; I think not.

Mr. Eugene Daly, butcher, swmrn and examined:—
Mr. E. Daly, 841, Chairman.'] What is your occupation ? Butcher.

842. Where do you reside ? In Mudgee.
22Mar., 1890 843. Howr long have you resided in Mudgee ? Thirty-three or thirty-four years.

844. What is the nature of the evidence you desire to give to the Committee ? I have not heard anything 
said about the stock travelling from the outlying districts to Sydney by rail. People would not put their 
cattle in trucks, when they could come through this district.
845. Are we to understand that there is a large amount of stock which is at present driven to Sydney, and 
does not avail itself of the railway at all? Tes.
846. Would tbe construction of this extra 19 miles of rail induce them to avail themselves of the railwav,
instead of travelling by road ? Tes. ^
847. Why ? Because they would only be a short time in the train. They would be put into the train at 
dinner-time, and on the following morning they would be at Sydney. They will travel through the night. 
If the market is good,.they would truck at'Gulgong, and send cattle by rail. If the market is bad, they 
crawl along the road to Sydney, until the market gets good.
818. You mean to say that if, upon reaching Gulgong, it is found that there is a good market in the 
metropolis the sheep would he at once trucked, hut if the market is not good they wmuld continue their 
journey by road ? Tes. '
849. They do that now, so far as Mudgee is concerned ? If the market is good, they truck at Mudgee.
850. It will only be the cattle at present trucked at Mudgee which will he trucked at Gulgong ? If the 
line went further on, they w'ould he trucked further on.
851. The Railwav Commissioners, in forming their estimate of traffic, have taken these matters into 
consideration. They estimate that from goods and live stock they will receive £1,112 a year ? I do not sea 
how they can form an estimate at all. There are a number of cattle along the road which they cannot 
calculate upon at all. They only know- of the cattle which come upon the lines. There are sheep which 
never go on the line at all.
352. AYould the construction of this line cause any more sheep to he carried to market than are carried 
Ep\y ? I believe it w-ould. ' ' §53i
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853. Mr. HurleyDo not you think you have made a mistake in asserting that the constructiUfi of the Mr- E- Daly,
railway would increase the stock traffic to the metropolis ? It would not increase, but they would go by rail. , — ~
854. As a butcher, if you bought a lot of stock beyond Gulgong, and there was a railway, and if you had '
a good road, would you put your stock in the train in preference to driving ? Certainly I would, for a day 
and a night. .
855. Is not the meat better after being driven than after being trucked? It depends on the distance 
travelled.
85G. Say between here and Sydney ? The cattle would be better trucked hero, and would arrive in better 
condition in Sydney.
857. Do you think it would be to the advantage of the consumers in Sydney, as well as to the producers, 
if the cattle were killed inland, and sent to market in cool cars ? Certainly.
858. Do you think this system would be taken advantage of, if facilities were given for reaching market ?
I am sure it would.
859. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] I understand you to say that, if a line is taken to G-ulgong, it will be used by
stock-drovers, because it will save them two days’ journey on foot, and thus enable them to take advan
tage of a rise in the market ? Yes. '
860. What district do these cattle come from? Off the Macquarie and the Castlereagh, and from 
Queensland.
861. Is this the regular stock route ? Yes ; this was the principal stock route in the colony until the 
Western line was opened.

George Chapman Carter, Esq., Inspector of Police in the Mudgee District, sworn and examined:—
862. Chairman^] You are Inspector of Police in the Mudgee district ? Yes. G-. C.
863. How long have you been in the district ? Fifteen years. Carter, Esq.
864. And you are intimately acquainted with it ? Yes. /——n
865. How far does the district extend ? I go to Mundooran, which is 70 miles north from here. 22 1890,
866. And that includes Gulgong? Yes.
867. Has the population of Gulgong receded of late years ? Considerably. .
868. Is it still receding, or is it at a standstill ? I think it is at a standstill.
869. I suppose the character of the population has changed ; at one time it was a purely gold-fields’ popu
lation, aud now it is an agricultural one ? Yes. A great deal of land has been taken up during the last 
five or six years. Large families are settling down where there was no one before. °
870. Are the large areas being utilised for agricultural and grazing purpose ? To a large extent. Ten 
years ago there was hardly any auriculture about Gulgong, and now there is a uood deal
871. Is it good land ? Very. ~ ■ .
872. Do you know the route of the proposed line to Gulgong ? Yes. .
873. Do you think it takes a good course for serving the people at present in the district ? I should sav
it does. ' "
874. Do you know anything of the country between Gulgong and Dubbo ? Yes.
875. Is it good, or indifferent country ? A great deal of it is good country.
876. Is it difficult country through which to construct a railway ? I should imagine it is very easy.
877. Is it as difficult as between Mudgee and Gulgong? I do not think it would be so difficult. '
878. Do you know the country between Gulgong and Coonamble ? Yes. '
879. What is the nature of that country ? Some good, some fair grazing country.
880. The character of the country for the construction of a line would be similar to that between Gulgong 
and Dubbo ? It would even, perhaps, be. easier.
881. Easier than it is between here and Gulgong ? About the same. There would be one or two bad 
places, and then it would be almost a dead flat.
882. Would there be many creeks to cross ? Very few, excepting the Talbragar.
883. Has the population of the district advanced, or has it receded ? On the whole, the population has
grown larger within the last five years. ^
884. If the line were extended to Coonamble, would it benefit both Coonamble and Mudgee ? I think it
would. 6
885. There are two lines of ^coaches between here and Gulgong ? Yes.
886. They are not extensively patronized ? Not to a great extent.
887. Do many people use their own vehicles ? A great many. In fact, the Gulgong people usually come 
to Mudgee by their own vehicles, and have someone to drive them out again.
888. Do as many people come in to the railway station by private as by public vehicles ? More, I think.
889. How often are the statistics of population compiled ? We compile them for our own purposes. '
890. How is the statistical register made up ? A register of the stock crops, &c., is collected every year
but the population is not collected. J J ’
891. Is it not included in the statistical register, based on your previous census returns ? It is only on
tho census returns. J
892. The District Registrar gives an account of the births and deaths in the district ? Yes.
893. 3Ir. Humphery.] Are there many small holdings between here and Gulgong, within 4 or 5 miles of
the proposed line ? A good many.
894. Do you know what the proposed area will be ? 50 or 60 acres.
895. What means have they at the present of earning their living ? The farmers do a little dairying
business. • J °
896. Do they grow wheat,? Yes, pretty largely. It is a good wheaLgrowing district about GuVong.
897. Do you know what is the population ? I make the population of Gulgong to be altogether about 2 300
898. Within what radius of the town ? 10 miles, or something like that. ’ '
899. What population do you think there is between here and Gulgong—say 10 miles out from Mudgee p
There is Canadian and Home Eule—fully 1,000, I should say. 5 '
900. And you think 3,000 passengers would be served by the proposed railway? I think so.
901. But if you go a little further to Talbragar, there would be a larger population, but that is more than
10 miles away r Tes.
th'2 kTllere W°Uld 136 3’000 Pe0I,le witllirL 10 miles of tlle ProP°sed railway from Mudgee to Gulgong ? I
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MONDAY, 24 MABCS, 1890.

[The Sectional Oommittee met at the Qourt-liouse, Gulgong, at 2 p.»i.]
:P«0£ttt:~

JACOB G-ABRABD, Esq. (Chairman).
The Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphery. | Edward "William O’Sulliyan, Esq.

John Hurley, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Mudgee to Gulgong.

Charles Zimmler, Esq., chemist, sworn and examined :—
Qhairman,'] What is your occupation ? A chemist. I am secretary of the Gulgong Railway League. 
How long have you been residing in Gulgong ? Since 1870 or 1871, when it was opened.
Then you have seen Gulgong in all its varied stages ? Tes.
What is the present population ? From 1,200 to 2,000. '
What is the largest population you have seen in the district ? The largest population which has been 

here amounted to about 14,000.
908". How long ago ? Fourteen or fifteen years ago.
909. If a railway had been constructed then, it would have had a greater chance of paying than now ?' It 
would, and it will pay now, in my opinion, if it is properly put before the House.
910. Do the people of this district look upon the proposed railway from Mudgee to Gulgong as likely to 
remain at Gulgong ? We do not wish it to remain here. We mean to have it extended to the west—to 
Coonamble, Dubbo, or Wellington. The produce of this district, which is very great, cannot be got away 
unless we have an outlet to the west.
911. Where does the produce of the district at present go for a market ? To Mudgee. Five-eighths of 
the produce, which is now sent from the Mudgee railway station, comes from around Gulgong and the 
north-ivest. It would all go to the Gulgong station, if one existed.
912. Do you know whether the Mudgee line is a white elephant, and is not paying ? Everyone knows 
that, and if it is left at Mudgee it will never pay.
913. Does Mudgee get the whole of the produce from this district ? Ho.
914. Where does it go to? It goes to Muswellbrook, Wellington, and Dubbo. Some of it goes to 
Cassilis. Some of the people come here, and others go and take it to the Dubbo station. The Coolah and 
Mundooran people would bring their produce here, if there was a station.
915. How do you know that? Because it is nearer for one thing, and the people would prefer it.
916. If the line were constructed through Gulgong only, from how far do you think people would bring 
their produce—10, 15, or 20 miles ? All the people come here from Harbry.
917. How far is that ? 25 or 30 miles.
918. In which direction? Towards Cassilis. The people from Eulon, Green Hills, Reedy Creek, and
Talbragar, all come here. There is a numerous population between here and Coolah, Cobbora, and Dubbo. 
Some part of their produce would go to Dubbo, but the rest wmuld come here. People on the Cudgegong, 
Two Mile Flat, and Spicer’s Creek, wmuld come here, whereas’now they go to Wellington. This station 
would be nearer, because Wellington is 50 miles away. -
919. Do you think people living 20 miles to the north and north-west of this place, would, if there was a 
station here, bring their produce here instead of going to Cassilis, or the Western line? Undoubtedly.
920. Would you fix 20 miles as the radius within which the trade wmuld be attracted to Gulgong ? More.
921. How much more, taking Gulgong as a centre, and making a radius ? 35 miles.
922. How far is it to Dubbo ? 70 miles. '
923. Then you think that, from a distance of more than half way between here and Dubbo, people would
bring their traffic to Gulgong ? Half way between here and Dubbo there is a country which is far away 
from Dubbo. There is the country betwmen here and Coonamble, Mundooran, Coolah, and all round the 
Talbragar. ■
924. But you state that Dubbo is 50 miles from here, and that if there was a line to Gulgong, people 
would bring their produce from within a radius of 45 miles. In other words, people would, for the 
pleasure of dealing with Gulgong, travel an extra distance of 5 or 10 miles, rather than go to Dubbo ? 
I did not mean to say that. Those who live at Talbragar, Mundooran, and Coolah, and between Cassilis 
and Dubbo, wmuld prefer to come here because it is a shorter route.
925. We understand then, that Dubbo would be the depot for people within a radius of 30 miles north 
and north-west ? Tes.
926. What is the nature of the country you have included within the 30 miles radius ? It is splendid 
country for grazing, or agriculture.
927. Do you know of any railway, constructed to grazing land only, which has paid? No; but there 
are squatters living out towards Coolah and Mundooran, and towards Slap Dash Creek, and in that direc
tion. I know of one station alone which sends over 6,000 sheep and 900 cattle to the Mudgee railway 
station. They would be brought to Gulgong if there were a station, because they would not take the 
trouble to drive them to Mudgee.
928. What proportion of the land in the district you have referred to is good agricultural country, and 
what proportion is grazing country ? I could not tell you ; but I am prepared to say, that within a 
radius of 10 or 12 miles there is a population of 188 farmers.
929. That radius includes the east, as well as the north and south ? Right round Gulgong.
930. Tou are including the people away to Mudgee, as well ? No; Mudgee is 20 miles from here; I 
only take them on this side of the bridge about 7 or 8 miles.
931. The people living 7 miles in the direction of Mudgee would not come to Gulgong railway station? 
Tes, they wmuld. They would not travel 12 or 13 miles to Mudgee.
932. They wmuld not come to Gulgong if they could tap the line nearer ? There are very few living
there. Most of the people are living around here, and most of them would come to Gulgong. '
933. Will you enumerate the districts in which these knots of people reside ? Some of them are living 
at the Canadian.
934. But that is between here and Mudgee ? It is only 5 miles from Gulgong. 935.
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.935. And how many from Mudgee ? About 14. , . „
936. How many miles would they he, in a direct line, from the nearest point or the railway, it con
structed? About 3 miles. Then there are the farmers round about Springfield.
937. Where is that? Three miles from here, north-east of the line. There is a number or farmers witmn

C. Zimmler, 
Esq.

24 Mar., 1890.

5 miles of Gruigong, down by Reedy Creek and Stubbo. _ _ _ . .. »
938. Tou wish tt> hand in a list of the names of bona-fide farmers resident within a radius ot 10 miles ot 
Gruigong, and who would be benefited by, and would use the railway, if constructed? Tes.
939. Tou referred just now to the people at Canadian, which is about 5 miles from here m a south-east 

. direction, and then you came to a place called Springfield, about 3 miles in the same direction , w a
other places are there ? Reedy Creek and Wyaldra Creek. _ ■
940. Reedy Creek runs past what is known as the Wyaldra Township ? Tes. .
941. What is there past Reedy Creek ? There are a number of farmers at Stubbo.
942. That is on the other side of Wyaldra Creek, going further north? Tes; it is not much more than 
7 miles.
943. Is there much settlement at Stubbo and Wyaldra Creek? Tes ; a good many farmers.
944. What other settlements are there, or what other population is there which would feed the railway.
There is Sandy Creek, on this side of Cobbora. . . . ,
945. Is it anywhere near Slap Dash Creek? No; it is further towards the north-west—towards the 
Werris Creek line. Then there is a number of farmers on the Cudgegogong Creek, which is about 12 
miles from here, and there j,s a number of farmers who come in from Spicer s Creek. _
946. Where is Spicer’s Creek ? Close to Two-mile Elat, near Wellington ? Then there is a number ot
farmers within a radius of 2 or 3 miles. Their names are all on the list handed in. Surely, when there 
are 188 farmers within 10 or 12 miles, the reserve should be thrown open. There are 50 or 60 square 
miles of country from Pinebone to the Talbragar River. It was wise to keep it locked when there was 
gold, but it has all been proved. There is a common of 33 square miles around this town. *
947. Is it good land ? Tes; splendid. _ . ' „
948. Is the common all around the town, or away to tbe westward ? It is right round for 33 square miles.
949. How about the gold-fields’reserve? That is further. It is splendid land all about Reedy Creek. 
It is also splendid land from Home Rule to Cuntawang and towards Talbragar. Tou could not find 
better land in the country. If that were thrown open there would be room for more than 1,000 families. 
The extent of the municipality is 33 square miles. The value of the property in the municipal area, is 
assessed at £87,000. The population in the municipality is estimated at 2,000. ^We have mails running 
here three times a week. When you look at the extent of the country to the oack, there should be no 
hesitation whatever on the part of the Glovernment in granting a line.
950. Do you know the estimated cost of constructing a line between Mudgee and Gulgong? I have
heard that it would be something like £100,000, .
951. It is estimated to cost £109,300, and the interest upon capital, and the working expenses, would 
entail an annual loss of about £5,400. The total expenses will he £7,130, and the estimated revenue is 
£1,637, leaving a total loss of £5,400 ? How did they arrive at the estimate of revenue ?
952. Tou know Mr. Harper ? Tes.
953. Did he get any information from you when he was here ? Tes ; and he took all his information from 
the Mudgee railway station. He had not any of the returns which will be handed in here.
954. But you tell us that all the produce of the district goes to Mudgee; and if he took his figures there, 
and credited you with the trade done here, he would be pretty correct P He took it for last year from 
the Mudgee station. The information he obtained will be supplemented by what will be handed in, and 
it will put a different complexion on the result of the estimated revenue. .
955. I think you will find that Mr. Harper was looking at things as they exist, and you were looking at
them in the light of tbe future ? I am looking at them as they exist. _ _ .
956. Mr. Harper estimates that £525 will be derived from coaching and mails. . The Committee have 
assured themselves, from evidence, that that estimate is correct;—do you think it is a fair estimate ? 
There is nothing said about private teamsters, and private conveyances.
957. Tou think, then, that it is an under estimate ? I think so. _ _
958. Tou think that more than £525 per annum would be obtained from coaching and mails ? I could
not say so, of my own knowledge, but a railway is not made to pay at a jump. If the railway were 
extended, the revenue would be better. • . . , i ^
959. Do you think the estimate of £1,112 for goods and live stock is excessive? There are plenty or 
storekeepers who will be able to tell you. I know what I am paying per ton to get goods from Mudgee. 
I do not think any storekeeper pays less than 15s. or £1.
960. Tou would not pay that if the railway were constructed ? No ; we pay that from Mudgee, and the
railway would get the benefit of it. .
961. But it would not get the benefit of 15s. a ton;—you would not be prepared to give 15s. per ton if 
the railway were constructed? Was not evidence given in Mudgee that goods could be carried to Gul
gong at 8s. or 9s. a ton.
962. Who told you that ? I only heard of it. .
963. According to the estimate of the Commissioners, there would be an enormous loss on the line. Then
there is the loss on the Mudgee to Wallerawang portion of the line. It therefore becomes a serious 
matter for the taxpayer ? Tes ; but the question is, “ Will the extension of the line make the Mudgee 
line pay better ?” and I am sure it will. _
964. Where do you think this line should be extended to— to Dubbo, or straight to Coonamble ? I would
not like to say. The line could be extended from Gulgong to Mundooran and Coonamble. A branch 
line could be constructed from Mundooran, by Coolah and Coonabarabran. That would shorten the line 
to the metropolis by 30 or 40 miles. The line to Mudgee is acknowledged to be a white elephant and a 
national loss. If it is not extended it might just as well have never been made at all. _
965. Do you think, if the line is constructed, more people will settle in the district, and more produce will 
be grown, and that competition will be entered into with the producers nearer the metropolis ? Certainly.
966. If there is the same character of land nearer the metropolis, and the producers have only half the 
distance to carry their produce, will not the producers in your district be heavily handicapped, or do they 
expect to find a market in the opposite direction ? They will find a market both ways, towards the west,
and towards Sydney as well. _■ J 967.

\
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^3. Zlmmlcr, 9(37 'W'hat market is there west? Eight round from Cassilis, Coolah, Mundooran, and Coonamble.
_ ^_ 968. But the people there are producers, and want a market themselves ? There are few agricultural

24 Mar 1890 <^lsi'ricts round about there, except Cassilis.
^ rj'}ien y0U think the railway should be extended towards Coonamble ? Towards the north-west.

970. So that in time of drought you could supply the district with the necessaries of life ? Yes. Besides 
that the country would be opened up, and it would be a national benefit even if there were a little loss.
971. Mr. Humphery.'] You believe the railway will create a traffic which, in the course of a few years, 
would pay working expenses and interest on the cost of construction ? I think it would.
972. What would be the immediate source of revenue to the railway ? I cannot tell you. The construc
tion of the railway would cause a great increase of population in the district.
973. Ghairman.~] Of navvies ? No, not navvies—farmers. -
974. Mr. Humphery.~\ Is there any vacant land within a radius of 10 miles of Gulgong available for 
occupation other than the reserves you have mentioned ? There is some, but the reserve would have to 
be thrown open to make anything of it.
975. Are the holdings in the immediate vicinity of Gulgong in large or small areas ? Some of them have 
640 acres, some 320, some 80, some 40, and so on. ,
976. What use do the holders of 640 acres make of their land at the present time ? I cannot tell you.
977. Is there much cultivation close to Gulgong ? The 188 names on the list handed in refer to farms 
which are cultivated.
978. Do you say all these farms are under cultivation ? The greater part of them are, but other witnesses
will swear to that. "
979. Then you do not know if they are under cultivation? The greater part of them are.
980. What do they grow ? Wheat, maize, potatoes, and hay.

‘ 981. Do they keep live stock in connection with their agricultural holdings ? Yes.
982. Then a portion of the holdings are under cultivation, and the rest are used for grazing ? Statistics 
will be put in which will give you the information.
983. Mr. Hurley^] You were chairman of the Bailway League ? No ; I was the secretary appointed by 
a public meeting.
984. You gathered all the statistics possible to warrant the construction of the line? I and others 
gathered them.

. 985. You have been associated with the Eailway League for^ a long time ;—have you made inquiries in
regard to the land through which the line would pass between here and Mudgee ? I have inquired about 
the land all about Gulgong.
986. Do you know whether the line passes through private or Crown lands between here and Mudgee ? 
T'rom the bridge to Gulgong it passes nearly all through Government ground, excepting, perhaps, at two 
small places.
987. Have you consulted the owners of that land as to whether they would give it to the Government, in. 
view of the immense value the construction of the line would add to their property ? I could not say.
988. You said just now that the project would pay from the start ? That is my opinion.
989. Upon what do you base it ? Upon the statistics gathered by the police.
990. Can you tell us whether the farmers you have referred to are residing on their own land, or leased 
lands ? They mostly have free selections.
991. Are there any lands in the district within a distance of 10 or 15 miles, held under lease from any 
landlord ? I cannot tell you.
992. Is the land suitable to the growing of vines ? There are any number of vineyards about here now.
993. Are they making wine ? Some of them are.
994. Do I understand you to say that all the alluvial ground about the district has been proved, and that 
it was not good for anything else but agriculture ? The diggers have been proving the mining reserve for 
the last eighteen years
995. You consider the field exhausted ? The miners, or the greater part of them, have left. I think if 
the reserves were thrown open, they and their families, would select for themselves.
996. You believe there is no further use for it as a gold-field? I do not think so, except in the very deep 
ground, where there is very wet sinking. It wduld have to be put into companies. The individual miner

. * would not touch it. On the other side of Eeedy Creek the body of water is very great, and it would
take a large amount of money to prospect. •
997. You believe that in the interests of the public those reserves should be thrown open to induce agri
cultural settlement ? Yes.
998. Do you believe it would be readily taken up ? Yes, all taken up.
999. What will it be worth per acre ? Some of it from £1 to £2 per acre. I think it ought to be thrown 
open under the special area clause.
1000. You believe the land is admirably suited for agriculture ? Yes. .
1001. And yet you believe it is only worth from £1 to £2 per acre ? Yes.
1002. You know that for that kind of land you have to pay from £4 to £10 per acre? That may be in 
some places, where there is a larger population.
1003. Will not the throwing open of the reserves, and the construction of the railway, and its extension 
further west, give increased population ? I am sure it would.
1004. Would not that give an advanced value to the land ? I am sure it would.
1005. Mr. O' Sullivan^] If the gold-mining is nearly exhausted around Gulgong, what sustains the town ? 
The back country, the agricultural settlement, the squatting, grazing, and agricultural population.
1006. You think there is room for the extension of agricultural settlement around this town ? Yes.
1007. On the gold-field reserve and the common ? Yes
1008. Do the large landowners show any desire to give up their properties and let their land on lease ? I 
do not think they would do that.
1009. Do you think all the gold has been got out of the private properties around Gulgong ? No.

• 1010. Are you aware that an Act was passed last Session giving the right to mine on private property, by
giving notice, and paying for surface damage ? Yes.
1011. Are any miners likely to avail themselves of this Act ? It wants a large amount of money to find 
the deep leads. There is one company in Eousp’s paddock, where they have been working for the last 
ten years. ■ - • • 1012-13.
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1012-13. Then you think the mining around Gulgong in the future will be deep leads ? Yes; by companies- C.&mmler,
Twenty-five of us lave made application, and lave found a syndicate to pay £1 a week for twenty weeks, ^ ^ ^
to obtain a diamond-drill to prospect the leads. _ 24 Mar., 1890.
1014. There is not likely to he any further rush of settlement, on account of alluvial fields. Iso. - -j
1015. "Whatever development takes place will he through deep sinking ? Yes.
1016. And will require capital ? Yes. _ _
1017. If a line were constructed from Dubbo to Werris Creek, which would suit you best to go out and
touch that line, or to go straight to Coonamble ? I think the Coonamble line would open the country 
better. If the Werris Creek line were joined to the Mudgee line, and the Werris Creek line came into 
G-ulgong, it would shorten the distance wonderfully. ' . . . .
1018. But you are aware that a line from Dubbo to Werris Creek, connecting with a line into Mudgee, 
would give you the command of markets on the Western line, and also on the northern line. Would 
not that be better for this district, than having one market at Coonamble ? Certainly ; if the line is 
extended to Gulgong, it does not matter where it goes to afterwards.

MIXUTES OF EVIDENCE—BAILWAY FEOM MUDGEE TO GULGONG. ;

Thomas Kennedy, Esq., Eailway Surveyor, sworn, and examined :
1019. Chairman.'] What is your position in the Government service ? A railway surveyor. T. Kennedy,
1020. You are engaged on the survey of the proposed line from Gulgong to Wellington ? Yes. Esq.
1021. You have already surveyed an extension of the line from Gulgong to Dubbo ? I have. .
1022. Has that survey been completed ? Not yet. I think it will be in a few days. We are making a 1 ar-i •
few alterations at the Dubbo end. .. -n vi -
1023. That survey was commenced at both ends—you at Gulgong, and other surveyors at Dubbo you
have finished your portion of the work and the other is nearly finished? Yes. <
1024. Cau you inform the Committee what is the length of the line from Gulgong to Dubbo ? About 
67 miles,—I did not finish up to meet the other surveyor.
1025. What is the ruling grade upon the line ? 1 in 80. _ • o at
1026. Would it be an expensive line to construct in the way of viaducts, tunnels, or cuttings. INo. .
The deepest cutting would be a little over 30 feet.
1027. Would the country be somewhat similar, so far as works are concerned, to that between here and
Mudgee? It would be easier country. _ .
1028. So that if the line between here and Mudgee is estimated to cost £5,800 per mile, this line will
probably not exceed £5,000? No. ... . i j. ■
1029. Does the survey from Gulgong to Dubbo go in a straight direction to Dubbo, or does, it tap what is 
supposed to be a probable line of the future, between Werris Creek and Dubbo? It utilizes about 22 
miles of the proposed Werris Creek line.
1030. So that if the Werris Creek to Dubbo line were constructed, this branch from Gulgong would
tap that line at 20 miles from Dubbo ?. Yes. . .
1031. If that line was not constructed, and it was determined to construct this line from Gulgong to 
Coonamble, would you take the same route up to the intercepting point of that line, or would you come 
further north-east ? It could be tapped further out to the north-east.
1031-i-. So as to make a straighter line ? Yes ; straight to Coonamble.
1032. That would be 40 miles from Dubbo ? Yes.
1033. Would the country on that more direct line be easier than the country you have passed over to 
within 20 miles of Dubbo ? I should think so. There is nothing after you cross the Goodaman Eange.
1034. What is the nature of the country on the line you have already surveyed ;—how far from Gulgong 
did you go on that line ? To Spicer’s Creek, 35 miles from Gulgong.
1035. What is the nature of the country along there ? Grazing country.
1036. Good, or second class grazing country ? Good, excepting a portion about the head of Sandy Creek, "
where there are some ironbark ranges ; 5 or 6 miles off it is sour country. .
1037. Is there any considerable area of agricultural country on that line? Yery little where I went,
except towards Cudgebegong, which is 3 or 4 miles off the line. .
1038. Is it alluvial flats or chocolate soil ? Good chocolate soil and wheat-growing land.
1039. At present there is little settlement ? There is a good deal of settlement in Cudgebegong. a
1040. Where do the people bring their produce to ? To Gulgong. They generally bring in wheat, and ,
it is ground in the mills here. _ # ,
1041. Are there mills in Gulgong ? Yes ; Mr. Eouse has a mill, at Birangambil Station, and I think
there is another small one in the town. _
1042. The survey of the line from Gulgong to Wellington makes use of the proposed line from Gulgong 
to Dubbo, for some miles out of Gulgong ? No ; it leaves it at the town.
1043. And strikes out towards Wellington ? Yes.
1044. How far are you out ? About 16 miles. _
1045. Is the country, so far as you have gone, more difficult than on the Gulgong-Dubbo line ? Yes;
much heavier. " _ ' .
1046. Consequently, it is less valuable for agricultural or grazing purposes ? Yes. Eollowing the
Cudgegong Eiver for 8 or 10 miles there is good land, but it is of no width, being short flats. It opens 
out into better country after going 15 or 16 miles. _ _
1047. Do you anticipate coming on to better country ;—had you explored it before ? I had explored it.
There would be 8 or 9 miles of good country, and then you get into rough ranges again, about Spicer’s 
Creek. .
1048. Expensive to construct ? Yes ; I think there will be two tunnels upon it. _
1049. Have you been through from Gulgong to Wellington ? No; I have been to the second crossing on .
the range.
1050. How far is jhat from here ? 27 or 28 miles.
1051. Then the country along there is rather rough ? Yes.
1052. And expensive for railway construction ? Yes. _ '

. 1053. What is the best grade you have, so far ? 1 in 80, but I have been following the river round, and
< have not gone on.to very rough country.

, 1054. Do you anticipate yog will have to give up that grade ? I have a tunnel to get it. 1055.
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T. Kennedy, 1055. That will be expensive ? Tes ; because we are keeping the grade to compare with the Dubbo line.
1058. So far as you can see, the line to Dubbo will be constructed for less than the one to Wellington? 

24Marl890 TeS’ at P®r mile'
■’ M057. What is the distance from Gulgong to Wellington ? About 50 miles.

1058. It is a shorter line than the other ? 17 miles shorter.
1059. And the country it passes through is less valuable—less suited for population and settlement than 
the country between Gulgong and Dubbo ? Tes.
1060. Have you had anything to do with the survey of the line from Mudgee to Gulgong ? I went over 
it with Mr. Eirthwhen we were examining the plans, and saw where the grades could be reduced and the 
line improved.
1061. Mr. Firth and yourself suggested improvements, as to.a dotted line on the plan? Tes.
1062; The improvements suggested by Mr. Firth and yourself show a considerable reduction in the cost of 
the line, and reduced the grades ? Tes ; we reduced from I in 40 to 1 in 80, and we do away with the 
crossing at Macdonald’s Creek.
1063. That is about half way between here and Mudgee ? Tes.
1064. And the bridge over the Cudgegong is in a different position, and it will be constructed at less

. cost ? It is a shorter crossing than the other.
1065. Are you aware of the estimate of cost of the original survey for the bridge—£17,000? Only from

' what I read in the papers. •
1066. And you know Mr. Firth has estimated the cost of the bridge on the new crossing at about £5,000 ? 
I only read it in the papers.
.1067. Do you think the bridge could be constructed over the crossing for £5,000 ? I could not say.
1068. If Mr. Firth has made that estimate, he will not be far out ? fie w^ould know very well, having
had a lot of experience. '
1069. Have you been anywhere else about this district, except on the lines you are now surveying, and 
have surveyed ? I have been to Homo Rule and Canadian.
1070. What sort of country is that ? Around Home Rule and Canadian, there is good farming land.
1071. Do you think the people in those districts, if the line were constructed, would use it by going to 
Mudgee, or tapping it at some intervening place between this and Mudgee ? I think they would come in 
here, because they would have good loads, and would be able to load goods better than at the platform.
1072. Do you not think they would soon begin to agitate for a direct road to the nearest point of the 
railway ? I do not think so. If you take Home Rule as a centre, Gulgong would be as near as anyplace 
on the line. They are only 5 miles from Gulgong, and they would be 5 miles from any point of the line.
1073. Tou know nothing about the Colo Valley route ? No.
1074. Mr. O’ Sullivan.'] Has a line from Mudgee to Coonamble been surveyed ? Mudgee to Gulgong, and 
Coonamble—yes.
1075. Has a line from Dubbo to Werris Creek been surveyed? I do not know about Dubbo to Werris 
Creek.
1076. Mr. Mumphery.] How far is Canadian from Mudgee ? It is opposite Home Rule—about 16 miles
I should say. '
1077. Is it correct that the line by way of Wellington would be 30 miles nearer than by way of Dubbo ? 
Would the route to Wellington, instead of to Dubbo, save 30 miles of railway construction? No; it 
would save the difference between 50 and 67—17 miles.
1078. Is it correct that the land is superior to any land which the railway would pass through by any 
other route between Gulgong and Wellington? No ; it is not superior.
1079. Neither of these statements would be correct ? No.
1080. What would be the distance from Sydney to Dubbo, by way of Mudgee, if a line were constructed 
between Gulgong and Dubbo ? One is 274 miles and the other 276 miles.
1081. What is the distance by the present route from Sydney to Dubbo ? I fancy it is 276 miles ; but I 
am not sure.
1082. It would make a difference of 2 miles ? Tes. '

J. F. 
Plunkett, 

Esq.

24 Mar., 1890.

James Francis Plunkett, Esq., sworn and examined:—
1082|-. Mr. Hurley.] Tou have been a long resident of Gulgong and district? About thirty-five years.
1083. Tou are conversant with the country within a radius of 50 miles, I suppose ? I am.
1084. Tou have taken part in the agitation for the construction of a railway from Mudgee to this place ? 
Tes.
1085. Do you think the construction of a line solely to Gulgong would, as a national investment, be of 
a productive character ? I think the construction of a line solely to Gulgong, or solely to Mudgee, would 
be a complete mistake. I have always considered that it has been a public calamity that a railway should 
be constructed to Mudgee and end there. Although it has been called a political railway and a white 
elephant, it has only been made that by being allowed to remain in rusty idleness where it is.
1086. But as one of the advocates for the extension of the line, you have been advocating its extension 
solely through Gulgong ? Certainly not. We want an outlet for produce.
1087. Where do you think the line should be extended to beyond Gulgong? I produce a map, issued 
under the authority of the Government, showing projected lines of railway westward.
1088. Will you point out which, in your opinion, is ithe most beneficial line as a national investment ? If 
the railway is to be considered from a national point of view, it would most decidedly be best to go to 
Walgett, touching at Coonamble by the wav.
1089. Tou believe, looking at the matter from a national point of view, it would be a mistake to construct
a railway from Mudgee to Gulgong ? If I said yes it would not convey my meaning, and if I were to say 
no it would not. If you ask me whether it is to remain at Gulgong for all time, I should say it would be 
a great mistake. Every mile of this railway constructed outwards from Mudgee willtbe an advantage. 
109(1 What population is an extension of the railway westward likely to serve ? Since the discoveries of 
gold in the district a great deal of land has been taken up by free selectors for farming purposes. Settle
ment on the soil has gone on slowly, because, with bad roads, it did not pay the farmer to bring his 
produce to market. Although I fear to touch a political question, I may say that without protection to 
the farmer, it will not pay them. ‘ 1091.
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1091. The construction of a railway from Mudgee to Gulgong westward would benefit the pastoralist as
well as the agriculturist? Largely. • • i
1092. The difficulty of reaching market at the present time is the reason, I suppose, in your mind, why
there is not a larger area under agriculture ? If there were more access to market the area would be 
quadrupled. .
1093. You know that the land about here is suitable for agriculture ? I know every acre of it.
1094. What value should be placed upon the land ? I value the.land around Gulgong, at present, at £4 
Or £5 per acre. ,
1095. You are aware that there is a large area of land held in commonage and under the gold-field
reserve, and in proximity to the town ? Yes. _
1096. Do you think if the commonage and reserve were thrown open they would be readily taken up ? I 
do. There is also a travelling-stock reserve, extending from Reedy Creek, within 3 miles of this town, to 
the Talbragar River, 25 miles in length and 5 miles in breadth. That is magnificent land, fit for agricul
ture, and if it were thrown open it would give room for a large population. ...
1097. If this large area of land were thrown open for selection, are there people in the district who would
readily secure it ? Yes, and people w'ould come from other places. _ _
1098. Seeing that you have a difficulty in reaching a market, and that there is practically no market for
you, how do you make it out that a large population is ready to seize the land tor agriculture ? I know 
that for years people who made money on their gold-claims 'waited with the. view of securing homes and 
farms, and could not do so because the land was locked up. _ _ ' _ _ _ _
1099. You look upon this district as a future agricultural and pastoral district ? And a mining district.
1100. You are of opinion that there are still payable leads, or portions of land suitable for mining? I
am of opinion that there is payable gold. I produce a map drawn by the Geological Surveyor, Mr. 
Wilkinson, who was sent up here. It is dated the 11th March, 1889. This is a geological map of a. 
portion of the Gulgong gold-fields. Upon this map there are fifty-two quartz reefs marked and laid 
down. The majority of them have not been tried. I know from my own knowledge that some that have 
been tried have varied from 7 to 8 dwt. to 5 oz. per ton. It is the opinion of most people that those 
alluvial leads had their source in the reefs, and that the source which fed them still remains, and though 
the valley may have been scooped out and denuded of its gold, the reef ■which supplied that gold still exists. 
Taking that as data, or evidence, it satisfies me that the source which supplied the gold still exists, and 
that so far from being exhausted as a mining centre, it is simply in its infancy. .
1101. Shortly put, yoii anticipate future successful developments in regard to the gold deposits of the
district ? I do. _ . .
1102. Do you know anything about the land held by freeholders or private monopolists in the
district ? I do. ... . .
1103. Have you ever heard owners say they were willing to give the land through which the railway
would run, in view of the increased price which would be given to their property by the construction of 
the line? I have never put that question to them. . _
1104. In advocating the construction of the line, and in obtaining all the favourable estimates to lay 
before the Government, would it not have been wise to have obtained that information ? I do not know.
1105. Do you not think it would be an inducement to the Department? I think it ought not. I think it 
would be an improper proceeding. I do not see why the Government should beg the land from them. .
1106. There are many instances in which people give their land in return for the advantages which rail
way construction brings them. Therefore it was that I asked whether you had ascertained that the land 
through which the railway would pass 'would be given to the Crown ? I made no inquiry. If it were my 
land I would not give it. ....
1107. Do you know anything about any other cereals, besides wheat grown in the district ? Maize and
oats are grown. .
1108. Is there any fruit within 16 miles of the district ? Yes. _
1109. Is the fruit-growing industry entered upon systematically as a speculation ? In a small way, but
not for export or canning. We cannot do it, and I could tell you the reason why, only I should enter 
into politics. _ _
1110. Have you heard pastoralists say whether, in the construction of a railway westward, they would
take advantage of the opportunity of sending their stock by rail instead of by road ? They do that now. 
They send to Mudgee. ' _ _
1111. Do you not know that a large number of stock finding its way to Sydney is driven by road? I do
not know otherwise. . .
1112. Do they not prefer travelling by road, if the road is favourable ? I do not know. I think they 
would take advantage of the rail, if there were proper facilities for trucking.
1113. Have you contemplated the construction of the line via Gulgong to Dubbo or Wellington ? I have.
1114. What is your opinion in regard to that ? I should advocate the Coonamble line, from a national 
point of view; but of two choices I should say Dubbo.
1115. You know the locality of Dubbo, Mudgee, and Gulgong ? I do.
1116. You are aware that in the construction of a line to Dubbo you would have to make a detour of
some miles in order to reach Gulgong? I have no knowledge as to how the line may go, but I have a 
knowledge of the country. For instance, you have surveyed a line from Mudgee to Gulgong through 
the very worst portion of this country. I do not say it is not the best route, but had it come through 
Canadian it would have come through magnificent country. _
1117. You think the best route has not been secured? It may be the best route to construct a line ; I
do not say it is not. _
1118. Knowing the locality of Gulgong, Mudgee, and Dubbo, and the detour which a railway would have
to make to reach Gulgong, do you think Gulgong is of such importance, and likely to bring such an amount 
of trade to the railway, that the Department would be warranted in making that detour,? I think they 
would. •
11] 9. Why ? If the farmer is connected with the Western line, he will have a market out at Bourke and 
other places. _
1120. You look upon Gulgong as a place centrally situated for the establishment of a large population ? 
I do.

' J.F.
Plunkett,

Esq.

24 Mar., 1890,

1121.
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Plunkett And you think it is iikely to increase in the future ? I think it has a great future before it.
Esq ’ 1122. Is the town well supplied with water? Badly with water, but we have an abundance of under-

■ a ■ ground supply. .
24 Mar., 1890. H23. One of the necessaries for the building up of a town is, of course, the water supply ? Certainly.

1124!. Where would you get your water from ? I am not an engineer. There is an abundance of under
ground streams.
1125. Is there a permanent river or creek ? Ho, excepting the Cudgegong, and, of course, that would be
a sewer in the course of time. "
1126. Have you any knowledge of the timber country between here and 50 miles westward ? I have.
1127. Is it good? In parts.
1128. What class of timber is it ? Ironbark, blue-gum, slaty-gum, box, stringy-bark, and some pines.
1129. Timber favourable to settlement, and for sleepers, in connection with the railway? Very good for
sleepers. »
1130. Jfr. O'Sullivan.'] I understand you hold the opinion that if the railway is constructed, it will stimu
late agricultural settlement ? I do.
1131. Amongst the places likely to be taken up by the agriculturist you mentioned a travelling-stock 
reserve ? I have.
1132. Is not this a travelling-stock route? Ho; a little stock comes, but very little. I think that 
reserve was made in the interests of an individual some years ago, as travelling-stock reserves frequently

1133. Is that reserve used much now by travelling stock? Very little.
1134. You think it is required for travelling stock coming this way ? I do not.
1135. Has not this long been a route for travelling stock, to be trucked at Mudgee, or lower down the 
line ? Of course, stock travelled for many years before we thought of having a railway that way to 
Mudgee. I have been an old grazier myself, and we were never very particular to half a mile as to the 
country we travelled. When the runs became fenced, and stock owners had to keep to the road, it was 
considered that there should be travelling-stock reserves, but the quantity of travelling stock coming that 
way now is not very large.
1136. In your opinion, that travelling-stock reserve might well be thrown open for settlement ? Yes.
1137. You think it is good agricultural land ? I know it is.
1138. In addition to that there are 50 square miles of gold-field reserve ? I believe so.
1139. In your opinion, should that land be no longer reserved for gold-mining purposes ? In view of the 
passing of the Bill which you referred to a short time ago, I think it should. At the same time I am not 
one of those who think the miner should be shut out from the small privileges he possesses.
1140. Do you think the large common you have around Gulgong could safely be curtailed ? I think so.
1L41. If the travelling-stock reserve were thrown open to the public, and the gold-field reserve was also 
thrown open for settlement, and the common curtailed, there would be ample room out here for the settle
ment of 700 families ? Yes.
1142. What would be the available area for settlement ? It would bo very large, but I have not gone 
into the matter.
1143. What are the agricultural productions of the district ? Wheat, corn, oats, oaten hay, and the other 
kind of hay.
1144. You produce all the ingredients for fodder? We do.

^ J0*1 had access to the western and north-western districts, you could do a large business 
m fodder ? Undoubtedly.
1146. I presume that, like the Mudgee people, you look to the west for a market, rather than to the 
metropolis ? Yes.
1147. And that is one of the reasons why you continually agitate for a line to Coonamble ? Yes.
1148. You mentioned just now that the line ought to go to Walgett ? Yes, from a national point of view.
1149. Are you aware that a line has been surveyed from Harrabri to Walgett? Yes.
1150. You are also aware that a line has -been surveyed from Dubbo to Coonamble ? Yes.
1151. There is a strong agitation to obtain that lino ? It has been strong.
1152. If the Walgett line were carried out from Harrabri, and the Dubbo to Coonamble line was also 
carried out, and a line was taken from Mudgee to a cross-line between Werris Creek and Dubbo, would 
not that line be more advantageous to this district than any other ? I cannot say.
llo3. A line from Mudgee to the cross-lino to Dubbo from Werris Creek wmuld command all the trade 
on the Western line, and if it were running to Coonamble it would give you the Coonamble trade as well.
A line running to Werris Creek would give you the north-western trade, and a line from Harrabri to 
Walgett would give you the Walgett trade also ? Yes.
1154. Would not that be more advantageous to you than a straight line to Coonamble ? We may be all 
dead and m our graves before that is carried out. Of course, if it were done, it would be admirable, 
lloo. Is not there a stronger probability of the line from Dubbo to Werris Creek being constructed than 
one round to Coonamble ? I do not consider that at all.

absolutely necessary to connect the Western and Horthern lines, and to give access to Broken 
Hill by the Broken Hill line. Is it not. more likely that a cross-line will be constructed first, than a line 
to Coonamble. Very likely, but if it is necessary to connect the western with the northern system, 
connect Mudgee with somewhere.
llo7. If you were connected with the cross-line you would achieve all your objects ? I think so.
1158. Then you would not require the line to be taken to Dubbo or Wellington ? I do not say so.
1159. You would achieve all your objects by the cross-line to Dubbo ? Precisely; only I hope this Hue
will not be held m abeyance. j j r
1160. You said that the line from Mudgee to Gulgong, as proposed, would come through the worst
country? Yes.* •
1161. Is that because it is a straighter line, or has been taken away to serve private property ? I suppose 
it was taken away from an engineering point of view.
1162. Jlfr. Humphery.] You say that if the line is not constructed beyond Gulgong, it will serve very
tew people, and will not serve the township of Gulgong much ? It will serve Gulgong. At present we 
have to go 20 miles to a station. ‘

1163.
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1163. If the line were constructed from Mudgee to Gulgong, would it not serve the residents within a 
radius of 20 miles of G-ulgong P Yes, within a radius of 50 miles, right up to Coonabarahran.
1161. Would not it serve the whole of the people between Gulcpnfr and Mudgee,—Canadian and Home 
llule ? Certainly. ^ •
1165. You think Gulgong and the surrounding district will be served if this line is constructed ? Yes.
1166. Even if the Government does not contemplate extending it ? ' Certainly.
1167. You are not in favour of the non-construction of the line to Gulgong ? Certainly not.
1168. Even though it were to stop at Gulgong ? Eor a short time, but not as has been the case at 
Mudgee, that it should stop here for years.
1169. Hid you mention that there would be any wool carried by railway, in the event of a line being con
structed to Gulgong ? INo. ”
1170. "Would there be any ? Yes.
1171. Where would it come from ? Erom the outside and around here.
1172. Will you you name the places ? It wdll come from all the farmers round about. The}’’ have all
more or less sheep. In the valley of the Talbragar the farmers have from 1,000 to 3,000 sheep, and all
the little settlers have 50 sheep. Thev will come and dispose of their w’ool to Mr. Young, Mr. Tuxford, 
and others. . " .
1173. Are there any large stations which would be served by the railway? Yes, Biragambil and
Gunta-wang. ‘
1174. The wool wmuld come from Biragambil to Gulgong ? Yes, certainly.
1175. Are there any stations in the direction of Coonamble which would be served ? Yes, the whole of
them would be served.
1176. Do you think the wool would be sent by way of Gulgong, instead of Dubbo.? Yes.
1177. What distance is Coonamble. from Gulgong ? About 14b miles.
1178. What is the distance of Mundooran from Gulgong ? About 50 miles.
1179. And from Mundooran to Coonamble ? About 100 miles.
1180. What is the distance of Coonamble from Dubbo ? About 100 miles.
1181. Do you think it probable that Coonamble would trade with Gulgong in preference to Dubbo, the 
distance between Coonamble and Dubbo being so many miles less than between Coonamble and Gui- 
gong ? I cannot answer that. They would trade wherever it would suit them best.
1182. We want your opinion ? I cannot answer.
1183. It is necessary to ascertain, asfar as wo possibly can, what sources of revenue there will be for the 
railway, in the event of the Government deciding to construct it. The Commissioners have represented 
that the probability is that there will be about £500 obtained from passengers faros, and about £1,000 
from live stock and goods. We wish you to show us, if you can, all the sources of revenue, in order that 
we may ascertain whether the Commissioners have been accurate in their estimate, or whether they have 
under-estimated the probable sources of revenue ? I have not collected any statistics at all.
1184. Have you any knowledge of the probable quantity of wheat grown in this district? Only from
the estimate I have seen taken b}' the polices. '
1185. Mr. Hurley.'] Are you interested in, or have you in your own right, any land through which this
railway will pass ? Not enough to bury me. "

Mr. Bichard Bouse, junior, sworn and examined :—
1186. Mr. O'Sullivan.] Where do you reside ? At Biragambil.
1187. What are you? A grazier ; I am acting as executor in my father’s estate.
1188. Do you desire to make a statement in regard to the prospects of the railway paying, if constructed
to Gulgong ? I was asked to produce some statistics from our own books in regard to the produce and 
stock sent by us from the district and brought to it. In 1889 we sent, from Biragambil to Mudgee, 738 24 
bullocks, 39 calves, and 6,256 sheep. D
1189. Chairman.] Was that sent to Mudgee for the purpose of being carried from there by rail to the 
metropolis or other places ? Yes. A few might have been sold, but the bulk went on to Sydney.
1190. If the railway had been here, they would have been sent by rail from Gulgong ? Yes. Of wool, 
we sent 34 tons 3 cwt. 2 qrs. There were 379 bales of wool'and 33 bales of sheepskins. We also

. received in Mudgee, by rail, and carted to Biragambil, 34 tons 3 cwt. 2 qrs. of goods in the same year.
In 1888 we carted from Biragambil to Mudgee 221 tons of bran, 20 tons of pollard, and 30 tons of flour. 
These goods would have gone by train from Gulgong if there had been a line. In 1889 we carted from 
Biragambil to Mudgee 4,345 bushels of wheat, of a gross weight of 117 tons 7 cwt. Of mill produce, 
we carted from Biragambil to Mudgee about 829 bushels of wheat, 58 tons of flour, and 5 tons of bran 
and pollard. The amount of mill produce carted from Mudgee to Biragambil, Guntawang, or Gulgong 
during 1889 was IIS tons of flour and 2 tons of bran and pollard.
1191.. Mr._ O' Sullivan.] Do these returns give a fair indication of the trade your station does, or would 
do, with the Gulgong line, if the railway wore brought here ? I think so.
1192. And yours is only one of several stations in this district ? Yes.
1193. I presume you always truck your stock from Mudgee? Yes.
1.194. Do all the other graziers in the district do that ? No ; but fully two-thirds do.
1195. And the other third, I suppose, travel on to Sydney? Yes; some to Sydney, and some to
Wallerawang. ' ' '
1196. I suppose a good deal depends on the state of the market ? Yes ; and the grass on the road.
1197. If there is a good market and little grass, they will truck? Yes.
1198. But if there is plenty of grass and a low market, they will travel with them ? Yes.
1199. Is this district a natural travelling-stock route for the stock of the west? Yes. A number of
stock come by Gulgong, and others go by Kylstone, and truck there.
1200. But do the stock about Coonamble and Coonabarahran come this wav ? Yes.
1201. And this is their natural way to the Sydney market ? Yes. ^
1202. I presume, if the railway were opened to Gulgong, it would carry a considerable proportion of the . 
travelling stock? I certainly think advantage would be taken of the line.
1203. Do you know whether the graziers out towards Coonamble send their wool this road? Some do,
and others do not. They send it to Dubbo. Others send to Wellino'ton. ’

36 {a)—E 1204.
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1204. It is 30 miles nearer from Coonamble to Dubbo, than from Coonamble to Mudgee ? Yes.
1205. A line brought to G-ulgong would shorten the distance by 20 miles. Do you think that would

^ A ' induce them to come this way ? I do, because it is a better travelling road.
24 Mar 1890 1200. I notice you have given a high return for wheat. Do you cultivate much yourself? Not a great

’’ * deal. We have two mills—one in Mudgee, and a small one at Biragambil, about 5 or 6 miles from here.
1207. You buy wheat from the surrounding farmers ? Yes.
1208. What is your opinion as to the character of the agricultural settlement around here ;—is it likely to
be permanent ? At present the farmers are almost in a state of distress. I think, if they had a market 
open for them in the north-west, we would have a larger population. Dor my own part, we have lands 
which we would be glad to lease to the farmers, but if we did so under existing circumstances, we would 
have great trouble in collecting the rents, and it is a question whether grazing sheep upon them will not pay 
us better. .
1209. Do you think that is the reason why the large landowners prefer to carry on grazing to letting the
land ? I think they would go in for what would pay them best.
1210. Do you think if a cheap and speedy access to a" market in the west and north-west were given, it 
would lead to the large landowners letting their lands to tenant farmers ? Probably such portions as 
would be suitable for agriculture.
1211. It would pay better to do that than to carry on grazing ? I think so. I must explain that a 
farmer is scarcely likely to give more for land than the squatter can make out of it with sheep or cattle, 
when the farmer can conditionally purchase land at 2s. per acre deposit.
1212. You know there is very little land to be selected in this district ? There is a fair quantity yet, 
and if some of the reserves were thrown open, and a portion of the common curtailed, you would find a 
good many agriculturists would settle upon it.
1213. Do you think the travelling-stock route is required for travelling stock? I do not think there are 
many stock travelling by that route now.

• 1214. Do you think it would be in the public interest to cancel that reservation, and throw it open for
settlement ? No inconvenience would be felt by its being cancelled. It is made use of now by private 
individuals.
1215. Would the bringing of the line to Gulgong obviate the necessity of retaining the reserve ? I 
think it would almost increase the necessity for retaining it, because, if quantities of stock come here, 
they will require some place upon which to graze whilst waiting to be forwarded to the agents.
1216. How far distant is that travelling stock reserve from the town ? I scarcely know the boundaries 
of it. I suppose it would be 5 miles to where it commences.
1217. Could not a portion of the gold-field reserve be kept for that purpose ? Yes.
1218. If that were so, the travelling-stock reserve might be thrown open? Yes.
1219. Chairman^] Did Mr. Harper, the goods superintendent, obtain any information from you? No.
1220. Mr. HwmpheryDo you know the gold-field reserve—the 50 square miles referred to by Mr. 
Plunkett ? I have a fair idea of it.
1221. What is the character of the land ? Certain portions would be good for agriculture. There are 
many other portions which would not be so good.
1222. Can you say, approximately, what area would be suitable for agricultural settlement ? I should 
not think more than one-tenth.
1223. That would be about 3,000 acres ? Yes.
1224. How many acres do you think would be sufficient to support a family ? It all depends on 
whether they went in for agriculture, or whether they combined it with a little sheep-farming.

. 1225. Assuming that they used it for agricultural purposes ? About 100 acres.
1226. Some thirty families could settle on the reserve ? I should think so.
1227. Is the common included in the 150 square miles ? Yes.
1228. What is the area of the travelling-stock reserve ? I am not certain about that.
1229. Is it all good land ? Puliy two-thirds of it is.
1230. Have you considered in which direction it would be advisable to extend the line from Gulgong ? 
My idea would be to tap the North-western lino at Dubbo. Whilst the grass is growing the horse is 
starving, and if we were joined to Dubbo we might at once open a market for produce to Bourke and 
those out-lying districts. We hope that the line, about which I heard you speak a short time ago—the con
nection betiveen Dubbo and Werris Creek—will also open up another market to us. Therefore I doubt 
very much whether individual interests in this district would not be much more benefited by that line than 
any other. At the same time I agree with Mr. Plunkett’s idea, that the country would be more opened 
up by a line from here to Coonamble and Walgett.
1231. Coonamble, via Dubbo ? No ; straight on.
1232. In that case would not you be deprived of the Northern line ? Yes. As I said before,! think 
our individual interests would be more benefited by our being tacked on to the North-western line, at 
Dubbo, or wherever it might be thought necessary.
1233. If connected at Dubbo, and continued to Coonamble, you would have two markets ? Yes.
1234. What area of land do you hold in connection with the family estate ? There will be about 20,000 
acres freehold.
1235. How far is the most distant portion of it from Gulgong ? I ought to explain that we have property 
also at Cobbora—5,000 or 6,000 acres freehold.
1236. How far is that from Gulgong ? 32 miles.
1237. Say within 10 miles of Gulgong, on the proposed line between Gulgong and Mudgee ? It all lies 
adjacent—within 15 miles.
1238. What proportion of that is suitable for agriculture ? 5,000 or 6,000 acres, I should think.
1239. What portion of it have you under cultivation ? What do you mean by cultivation. We have 
some under artificial grasses.
1240. Under cultivation for wheat or oats ? 100 to 150 acres.
1241. In the event of the line being constructed between Gulgong and Mudgee, would you be prepared 
to lease the 5,000 acres suitable for agricultural settlement ? Perhaps not the whole of it, but a very con
siderable quantity, if we could get anything like fair rentals.
1242. What would you consider a fair rental for it ? It would depend on the locality—from 5s. to 10s.
an acre. 1243.
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1243. Supposing there may not he land suitable for agricultural purposes within easy distance of the 
railway, do you think settlers wmuld be able to make a living ? I think so, if favoured with fine seasons.
1244. Have you any idea of the yield per acre of the agricultural land in this district? 18 bushels to
the acre. . , , 24 Mar., 1890.
1245. Would that bo the average yield, or a yield only in good seasons? Taking one season woth the 
other; I think the Gulgong district would yield 15 to 18 bushels to the acre. _
1246. Is much hay sent from this district to Mudgee ? I believe so. I think it has been sent away more
in the form of chaff. _ . ,
1247. Tou mentioned, in reply to Mr. O’Sullivan, that you received a quantity of wmeat from Mud^gee 
during the year, and at the same time you sent a large quantity to Mudgee ? We received
wheat is really in excess of what we can grind at our small mill with one pair of stones. At Mudgee we 
have five pair of stones, and send our surplus w7heat to be ground there. . _ o mu
1248. I did not understand why you should send wheat to Mudgee and bring it back to Gulgong? 4-™^ 
is the reason. Last year, owing to the drought, we could not keep the two mills going, so we closed the 
Biragambil mill, and sent the wheat to Mudgee, and after being ground, the produce vras brought back.
1249. Mr. Hurley.'] Have you any miners on any of your 20,000 acres ? No.
1250. But you had some time ago ? Two or three parties of men. _ _
1251. Not a large number ? We have never been sufficiently successful in inducing them to go there.
They are perfectly welcome to go. ...
1252. I understand you have a lot of your land under grass? Yes; lucerne and prairie-grass, and 
Italian rye-grass.
1253. Have you practised ensilage at all ? No. i v i
1254. Mr. O'Sullivan.] Do you think this line will aid in the removal of starving stock, to the.better 
grass districts of the south ? I think they vmuld be benefited by being brought to this district. I 
contend we have never suffered from extreme drought in this district. When we have suffered heavy 
losses on the Macquarie and the Castlereagh, w7e have had 15,000 sheep extra here, and have pulled through 
without serious loss. The fact show's that we could not have suffered very severely here.
1255. To a certain extent the Mudgee and Gulgong district would serve as a relieving ground for the
stock in the wrest ? Yes. ... nr •
1256. Mr. Hwmphery.] Do you know7 if any farmers are engaged in dairying ? A few are. My cousin, 
at Guntawang, has a butter factory, and might give you some information.

MINUTES OE EVIDENCE—EAIDMAT EEOM MUDGEE TO GULGONG.

Mr.
E. Bouse, 

Jun.

Sergeant Steele, sw'orn and examined :—
1257. Chairman.] You are Sergeant of Police, stationed at Gulgong ? Yes.
1258. How long have you resided in the district ? Three and a half years.
1259. Is it part of your duty to collect the statistics of the district ? Yes. . r i n/r j
1260. What does your district embrace ? Bather a small area. We have a small portion of the Mudgee
electorate. .
1261. " And how far towards Mudgee do you go ? About 8 or 10 miles—that is south-east.
1262. How far north do you go ? To Beedy Creek—3 miles. _
1263. How far west ? About the same1 distance—3 to 5 miles. We go east 12 miles. .
1264. Have you a return as to the number of farmers in your district? Yes ; I compiled a return for 
the Statistical Begistrar, and I made up the return I now hold in my hand for the local Bailway League.
1265. It is not the Government return then ? I copied it from the Government return.
1266. Which you furnished to the Begistrar-General for statistical purposes ? Yes.
1267. When was that taken ? In January last. _
1268. What population does it show within your district ? I have not taken the population. 1 have
only taken the acreage. _ _ , .
1269. Have you any means of knowing the population ? Within that area it will be about 2,500.
1270. Within the whole area ? Yes. _ _ n T i.
1271. Has the population of the town itself decreased or increased during the last year or so ? It has
increased slightly. _ _ . . •
1272. Although the gold-mining section of the town during that time has not ? It is m about the same
condition now as it was when I came to the district. _
1273. Then the increase will be in those who have gone into agricultural pursuits ? Yes ; when I came
to the district first I took an actual return of the population in it. There were about 1,000 in the town 
and about 1,500 outside, within the electoral roll area. _
1274. Will you read the statistics you have collected? [ Witness put in statistics collected during the 
month of January, 1890.]
1275. You have reason to believe these statistics are correct ? Yes.
1276. How far is Denison Town from here ? 30 miles north. _
1277. In the direction of Coolah ? Yes ; Cobbora is about 30 miles west from here, and Mundooran is
about 50 miles from here. Coolah is 50 miles north. '
1278. How did you gather the statistics ? Prom each individual.
1279. You visited almost every man in the district ? Yes, personally. _ _
1280. Did you find a tendency to magnify belongings or to increase them ? They did not magnify them. 
In some instances they decreased them. In large stock they decreased them as much as possible. .
1281. The districts referred to in the statistics you have put in are within a distance of 20 miles of 
Gulgong ? No ; Coolah is 50 miles from here.
1282. But the produce of these different places would come to Gulgong for transhipment ? Yes ; they
all have a trade connection now with Mudgee or Gulgong. _
1283. The returns are applicable only to the places which would send their produce here, and which
would receive their supplies from Gulgong if a railway were constructed ? Yes ; but there is a large 
area in the Cassilis district—Uarbry, Uhlan, Sportsman’s Hollow, &e.—which is not included, and which 
would be served. At present they trade with Gulgong and Mudgee. _
1284. But some of them at present trade with other places—with Cassilis for instance? No; I believe 
they all come this way.

Sergeant
Steele.

24MarTl890.

1285.
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Sergeant 1285. Tou believe that they send their produce, and that if a railway were constructed, the circle miodit 
be extended? Tes. J i ’ J °

21 Mar 1890 i® t° say, that if the line is brought 20 miles nearer, a larger circle will be embraced ? Tes.
’ 1287. A re the people engaged in agricultural pursuits in a fairly prosperous condition? ]NTo.

1288. Owing to the difficulty of getting to market ? Tes.
1289. Do you know anything of the country between this and Coonamble? Tes.
1290. Is it good land ? Tes, as you go iar out it is very good. After you get to Cobbora the land is 
good.
1291. Is it good between here and Cobbora? There is a great portion which is not very good about the 
Goodaman Kanges ; it is only fit for grazing, and not very good for that.
1292. Do you agree that the gold-field reserve and travelling-stock reserve might well be cancelled and 
throw open for selection ? Yes.
1293. Do you think they would be taken up ? Tes.
1291. Even with the railway only as far as Mudgee ? Tes.
1295. Would they take it up for speculative purposes, or bona-fide settlement ? All the land selected hero 
is within a radius of 10 miles, and it is pretty nearly all farms. A great portion is cleared, and some 
cultivated. Some of it is not cleared yet.
1296. Mr. Mumphery.~\ Did you hear the evidence of Mr. Eouse ? Tes.
1297. Do you confirm what he said in regard to the area of laud within the gold-field reserve which would 

' be suitable for agriculture ? I do not know the boundaries of the gold-field reserve. I know the boun
daries of the commonage. I could not tell you the exact acreage.
1298. Mr. Eouse said he thought about one-tenth of the reserve, or 3,030 acres, would bo suitable for 
agriculture;—do you think that is a correct area? I should imagine, including the commonage, that 
there is more than that.
1299. How many acres do you think would be suitable for agricultural settlement ? 3,000 to 5,000.
1300. What area would be sufficient to support a family ? I could not say.
1301. What is the average size of the small holdings of the district ? A great number have only 40 
acres.
1302. Supporting a family ? Tes ; they make it a home, and those who are able to go out labouring
and shearing do so. They take contracts on the road, and so on. °
1303. Tou stated that in gathering the statistics you visited the whole of the farmers, from whom you 
received information ? Tes.
1304. What did you find most of them engaged in ? Asa rule, they were harvesting.
1305. W heat cultivation ? Tes, principally wheat. "
1306. Where did you find most of the farmers living—how far from Gulgong ? Springfield and Canadian.
1307. Within what distance of’Gulgong ? 7 or 8 miles.
1308. Would they be served by the proposed line from Gulgong to Mudgee ? I think they would.
1309. Do you know the country between Mundooran and Gulgong? Tes.
1310. Is much of that fit for agricultural settlement? I should say that about Cobbora there is a lot fit 
for agricultural settlement, and also about Mundooran.
1311. How far from Gulgong ? Mundooran is from 40 to 50 miles.
1312. Then the land nearest to Gulgong is not fit for settlement ? Ho. .
1313. Where is the good land ? About Cobbora. ■
1314. How far from Gulgong ? 30 miles.
1315. Then, between Cpbbora and Gulgong the land is not very good ? A few miles out it is fair. I 
suppose there will be 15 or 18 miles which is not very good between here and Cobbora. Tou go over the 
Goodaman Eanges.
1316. Is the land about here suitable for fruit-growing ? Tes.
1317. Are many people engaged in fruit cultivation ? Tes ; there are a great number of small orchards.
1318. Can you say what kinds of fruit are grown ? Apples, peaches, nectarines, apricots, plums, quinces, 
and so on.
1319. Has the business of Gulgong increased during the last five years ? I think It is better than when 
I came here.
1320. How many storekeepers are there ? Eive.
1321. How many public houses ? Eight.
1322. How many were there when you came ? Nine.
1323. How many were there in the early times, during the gold rush ? I was not here then, but almost 
every second house was a public-house or a shanty.
1324. How many banks have you ? Two,
1325. Mr. O’Sullivan.'] Did you notice, when you took the last electoral roll, if there was an increase ?
A slight increase, _
1326. Of how many ? About 20.
1327. Did any of the miners of this district go to Peak Hill, or any of the new fields, last year? Not 
many.
1328. So that the increase on the roll was a natural one, and there was no loss ? No.
1329. Did you gather the statistics for the league in the ordinary way in which you gather them for the 
Government ? Tes.
1330. I understand these figures are taken from the figures you compiled for the Government? Tes.
1331. Therefore, you can swear to them as being correct ? 1 can swear to them as being the same figures
wffiich I obtained from the different owners and occupiers.

Mr. J.
Tuxford.

24 Mar., 1890.

Mr. John Tuxford, produce dealer, sworn and examined :—
1332. Mr. Mumpheryd] What is your occupation ? Produce dealer, in the town of Gulgong.
1333. How many years have you been here ? About sixteen.
1334. Do you wish to make any statement to the Committee ?' No.
1335. Are you in favour of the construction of the line from Gulgong to Mudgee ? Certainly.
1336. Have you seen the proposed route ? Tes. ,
]337. Can you suggest any deviation or alteration which would be to the interests of the people to be 
served by the railway ? No. 1338.
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1338. Can you say what quantity of wheat has passed through G-ulgong to Mudgee during the last
year ? No. _
1339. Do you know anything about the position of the farmers in the district? Tes.
1310. How many holdings are there ? About one hundred and eighty. _
1311-2. How are the majority of them occupied—in pastoral or agricultural pursuits ? They combine the 
two occupations.
1343. What is the average return from the wheat land ? 18 to 20 bushels per acre.
1344. What price do you give for wheat ? Thom 2s. 8d. to 2s lOd.
1345. What do you pay for carriage to Mudgee ? 25-d.per bushel, or lOd, per bag.
1346. Where is your market for wheat ? Sydnev.
1347. Is that where you send your wheat to ? Tes.
1348. What other markets have you ? Mudgee.
1349. There is a local demand at Mudgee ? Tes. _
1350. Did you hear the evidence of Mr. Zimmler to the effect that five-eighths of the produce from Mudgee
to Sydney came from this district? Tes. _
1351. Do you think he has under-estimated or over-estimated the quantity sent from this district through 
Mudgee? I can tell you what I sent during the last two years. [Witness put in the following state
ment] :—■

Tons cwt. qr. lb.

MINUTES OP EVIDENCE—EAILWAV EEOM MUDGEE TO GULGONG.

G-oods received from Sydney, 1888 and 1889.................................   247 7 2 23
Chaff sent to Sydney, 1887 and 1888 .............................................................. 113 0 2 0
Corn sent to Sydney, 1887 and 1888 ................................................  64 12 3 18
Wheat sent to Sydney, 1887 and 1888 .......................................................... 65 10 1 0
Wool, sheepskins, sent to Sydney, 1887 and 1888^......................................  31 15 3 15
Wheat sent to Mudgee, 1887 and 1888 .......................................................... 70 11 2 15
Corn received from Mudgee, 1888 and 1889   67 10 1 7

1352. Is most of the produce of the district purchased at G-ulgong and sent on to Mudgee ? No.
1353. Is there anyone besides yourself engaged in the purchasing and forwarding of produce ? Tes;
Mr. Toung is a larger dealer than I am. , .
1354. Do any of the farmers send their produce direct to Mudgee ? Tes ; even from Tallewang, which is 
12 miles out.
1355. That is surplus produce ? Tes. _
1356. Is there not a large local consumption? formerly, before the railway went to Wellington and
Dubbo, we used to send our wheat in, and bring it back in the shape of flour. I send it to Coonabarahran, 
and as far as Coonamble, but since the railway has gone to the other side we have sent none out to the 
north-west. .
1357. Tour principal trade has been with Mudgee ? It has been diverted to the Dubbo line.
1358. Before the line was open, what price did you get for produce. I have got as high as 15s. for chaff 
at Coonabarahran.
1359. Deprived of the north-western market, the produce fell in price ? Tes. .
1360. Do you think it would be in the interests of Gulgong and Mudgee if the line were carried, from 
G-ulgong to Dubbo, instead of being carried, as has been suggested, from G-ulgong to Coonamble direct ? 
It would be an advantage, both to G-ulgong and Mudgee, if it were carried to either place.
1361. Which line would best serve the district—direct to Dubbo, where you would command the western 
and northern markets, or from here to Coonamble, without touching Dubbo ? I could not tell you.
1362. Tou do not know sufficient of that district ? No. .
1303. Do you think this district will he served by the construction of the proposed line as far as Gulgong, 
even if it is not extended beyond ? I do, considerably.
1364. Do you think there is any prospect of the earnings of the railway covering the expenses and the 
interest upon the cost of construction within a few years of its completion ? Tes, I believe there is.
1365. Do you think the railway would create a traffic which would largely increase the returns? It 
would create a traffic even from the outside. Tou would get the benefit of the wool traffic even from 
Coolah and Coonabarahran.
1366. Tou think that Mmol would be sent by-way of Gulgong ? Tes.
1367. How is if sent now ? A great deal comes to Mudgee now, and some goes to Dubbo. .
1368. Of course the wool that goes to Dubbo would not increase the traffic returns of the railway, because 
it would he simply taken from one line to another, but would the additional 20 miles of railway be a 
source of revenue for the carriage of wool? Tes.
1369. Tou think the wool now going by road would go by rail ? A great deal of the wool that goes to 
Dubbo would come here.
1370. Mr. Hurley.] Are you a landowner ? Tes.
1371. AYhat acreage do you hold ? 150 acres.
1372. Under cultivation ? Tes.
1373. 'What value per acre do you put upon it ? I could not say. If I were parting with it I should 
value it at £10 per acre.
1374. Is there any other land in the district equal to yours ? Tes. .
1375. A large area? There are small farms. There is no large area of ground here cleared and under
cultivation. .
1376. Tou have heard what has been said about the commonage and the gold-field reserve? Tes.
1377. Is there any land there equal to yours ? Tes, plenty.
1378. If it were thrown open, do you know whether there are persons who would avail themselves of the
opportunity of securing land? Tes. . .
1379. Do you think they would pay anything like the price you are willing to sell at ? No, I should say 
not, when they can get it for less.
1380. But how do you know it would he got for less ? They must get it for less. If it were thrown open 
for selection it would cost £5 to clear it.
1381. But if it were a special area, do you think they would be willing to pay £4 an acre for it? That 
depends on its position.
1382. Do you think they would tak& it up at anything like £3 and £4 an acre ? I do not think they
would, but they would take it up at £1 per acre, in a very few days, if it were thrown oxien. 1383.

37

Mr. J. 
Tuxford.

24 Mar., 1890.
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Hr. 1383. Mr. O'Sullivan^ If you had access to the west, what would he the chief product you would he
.b Tuxford likely to gell out there p Chaf£ and corn. _

24Mar 1890 Would you do any trade in w7heat and flour ? Tes, in flour.
’’ ' 1385. You are aware that, sometimes in a drv season, the graziers have to send long distances to get chaff ?

Yes. " .....
, 1386. Have you heard of chaff being brought from "Wangaratta, in Victoria, and from New Zealand, and 

sold at Cobbora and Nyngan ? I have had chaff from New Zealand myself.
1387. Does it pay better to send to that country for chaff than to send to Mudgee for it by vehicle ? Yes.*
1388. You think if the railway were opened up to give access to the western districts on the one side, and
the north-wrest on the other, and out to Coonamble, you would be able to supply all the fodder required 
there in dry seasons? Yes. We would be able to compete with Bathurst, Blayney, or Orange, because 
w7e would have the same market as they have at present. .
1389. You are aware that Molong and Orange are nearer the Dubbo district than you ? Yes.
1390. Can you compete with them ? Yes. '
1391. Do you think they supply all the demand? They supply a good deal.
1392. Do you think they could supply all the demand on the Western line? I could not say.
1393. Do you think you could keep up competition -with them if you had to pay more for railway freights 
than they had ? We tvould be able to compete with them.
1394. Which, as a business-man, tvould suit you best--a line running away to Dubbo, a line running to 
Coonamble, or a line touching a cross-line between Dubbo and Werris Creek, and giving you access to the 
Western and the Northern line? I could not say.
1395. Which wmuld be the best outlet for your trade ? There w’ould be little difference between Dubbo 
and Coonamble.
1396. Do you think you would be able to serve the Coonamble trade from Dubbo ? I believe so.
1397. Would not it be an advantage for this district to have a connection with the cross-line, which would 
give three markets instead of one ? Certainly.
1398. Should not that induce you to give a preference to the cross-line from Dubbo to Werris Creek ? Yes.
1399. You think that a line would give you a greater outlet for trade than any extension of this line to 
Coonamble ? I believe it would.
1400. You say you send your produce to Sydney ? Some of it.
1401. Do you always get any profit upon it ? Not always.
1402. Have you heard of cases of men sending produce to Sydney, and being let in for expenses ? Yes.
I have known of it myself.
1403. Do you know that chaff and hay has been sold in the open market, and expenses have had to be paid 
upon it ? I have sent 23 tons of chaff myself, and I was £18 in debt after I had sent it.
1404. Therefore you cannot look upon Sydney as a certain market for the sale of your produce ? The
difficulty w7e have to contend with is the carriage from here. We have 20 miles of carriage. We have to 
pay 15s. a ton for chaff, and that is a great drawback. -
1405. What I want to know is this,—you do not look to the east or south for your market, because there 
is no certainty of a profit; but 3rou do look to the west, where there is a good outlet for the produce of 
this district ? I look to Sydney for a market, too. If we have a low rate of transit, we can compete 
with the Victorian market.
1406. Have you not often heard of Mudgee farmers and dealers losing by sending consignments to Sydney ? 
Yes.
1407. Might not the same thing happen to you ? Of course.
1408. Which is your more important market—to the west or east ? I cannot tell you. There is no market 
for us now.
1409. Which would be your market, if you had access to the Northern district? It would be best for us 
if we had the two markets.
1410. Chairman^ Your experience is not singular. Every man of business I suppose makes bad bargains ?
Yes. '
1411. What will it cost to clear this land of yours which you spoke of just now ? £5 an acre.
1412. Is it heavily timbered ? Eairly.
1413. Did you sell the timber which came off it? No.
1414. And you think all this good land in the district would cost £5 an acre to clear ? Yes, to clear 
and fence it.
1415. You think all this best land in the colony should be sold at the ordinary rate, 20s. an acre ? I do 
not think so, but I say it would be better to be thrown open and sold. At present it is of no good at all, 
even to the Crown.
1416. It would be of no benefit to anybody if you cannot get to market ? But if we have a railway we 
will have a market.

38 PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS.

Mr. A. C. G-arling, farmer, sworn and examined :—
a r ^rr" r 1417. Mr. HurleyWhat are you ? A farmer.

. . ^ar mg. “Where do you reside? At Springfield, about 5 miles from Gulgong.
24Mar. 1890. Have you umny mu-es under cultivation ? One hundred and twenty.

’ 1420. What does it give you per acre ? Erom 17 to 18 bushels. This year I averaged 29’18 bushels. I
have had as high as 35 bushels. •
1421. Where is your market ? Mudgee and Gulgong—principally Gulgong.
1422. Do you find your calling remunerative ? Not for the last few years.
1423. What is the drawback ? The want of cheap carriage to Sydney.
1424. Does the projected railway pass through any of your land ? Three lines have been surveyed. ■
1425. How about the eastern line ? It runs about a mile from my ground.
1426. You have hoard the evidence in regard to the projected railways westward ; would the opening 
up of the western interior be of advantage to you as a grower ? Yes.
1427. It would enable you to increase your acreage of agriculture? Yes.
1428. Are you engaged in anything else, such as dairy-farming? A little.

* Note (on revision) :—Meaning July, 1882.

1429.
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1429. Where do you find a market for your dairying ? We have a little market here. jjr_
1430. Owing to the difficulty of reaching market-you find it non-produetive ? Just so. A. C. Garling.
1431. Have you any knowledge of the land immediately surrounding this district ? Yes. ^^—\
1432. Is it similar to your own ? Yes ; most of it is line chocolate soil. 24Mar., 1890.
1433. Have you any knowledge of mining ? Very little. _ _
1434. You cannot say whether the country is likely to develop into anything ivhich would he beneficial to
the mining industry ? I should imagine there are some very good reefs, but the alluvial is nearly all done, 
because it is well prospected. , .
1435. Have you met anyone in the district searching for land in order to enter into agriculture .
I am frequently asked if I know of any ground open for selection. It has all been locked up in the G-ul
gong reserve and the common.
1436. If that were opened it would be taken up ? Very quickly. . .
1437. What do you thiuk that land is worth per acre ? £1 to 25s. The expense would be in clearing
and fencing it.
1438. If you were parting with any of your land which is not improved, what per acre would you ask
for it P 25s. _ ,
1439. Then you do not place a high value on your land? Yes, on part of it. That which I have not
cleared is hill land, unfit for cultivation. .
1440. You wmuld be satisfied with 25s. ? Yes, for the hill country. The ground I would take 25s. for is
not fit for cultivation. It is only quartz and rocks. _ .
1441. Do you look on the construction of the railway as likely to increase population, and be beneficial to
the place? Yes. _ ,
1442. As a taxpayer, do you think it wmuld be to the interests of the general community that such a line
should be constructed ? Yes. .
1443. Upon what grounds ? On account of the great area which will be thrown open for occupation.
Population would settle in the district. .
1444. If the place remained as it is now you could not anticipate a fair return? No. .
1445. Eighteen miles of railway would not give you that facility for reaching market which would enable
you to increase your agricultural acreage ? No. £
1446. But you are looking ahead to the probability of a market westward and northward, and an increased 
population? Yes.
1447. Have you suffered from drought at all? Very severely. Last year, out of 120 acres of ground, I
had not a straw of hay or wheat. -
1448. Then you had difficulty in keeping live stock ? Yes ; I had to travel them about.
1449. Have you any knowledge of ensilage ? Yes, from reading. _ .
1450. Has the advantage of that system never forced itself upon you ? It has of late. It is only recently 
that it has been brought forward. I believe most of the farmers will enter into it.
1451. Then you think you will adopt the system for the purpose of saving your stock in the future? Yes.
1452. Mr. & Sullivan.'] I gathered from your evidence that you consider that though the line will not pay, 
commercially, for some time, the indirect advantages it will confer upon the district will justify its con
struction ? Yes.
1453. What are the indirect advantages, outside the probable further agricultural settlement upon the
reserves ? The great advantage will be to the farmers already on the ground, who will obtain an outlet 
for their produce. They will enter more largely into sheep and cattle rearing and dairying. _
1454. Do you think the Gmvernment would be justified in constructing the line to Gulgong alone, seeing 
that your market is not down to the south or east ? No.
1455. I understand your opinion is expressed contingent on the line going further to the west ? To the 
west or north-west.
1456. What do you grow generally ? Wheat, corn, potatoes, hay, and grain of all kinds. ^
1457. And your neighbours grow the same ? Yes ; and vines and fruit. If ,we had a better outlet for
fruit more would be grown. _
1458. Do you consider this a good fruit-growing district ? Magnificent; especially for apples and grapes.
1459. Do you think it is likely to be a wine-producing district ? I do. _
1460. Which of the lines would you prefer to see carried out, as the best means of extending the trade of
the district ? The one to Coonamble ; but it would not matter whether we tapped Dubbo first, and then 
Coonamble. As long as we get away north or north-west we shall have a market. _
1461. Would it not be better to have a line connecting you with the Narrabri district as well ? Yes ; if
we could get it constructed in a reasonable time. _
1462. Do you not think you are more likely to get a cross-line from Dubbo to Werris Creek than a 
straight line to Coonamble ? I am not acquainted with the country.
1463. But you know that urgent necessity exists for connecting the Western with the Northern
line ? Yes. _
1464. And if a line be constructed from Nyngan to Broken Hill, a short cut will be made from South 
Australia to Queensland ; therefore this connecting link will have to he carried out ? Yes. _
1465. Would it not be of advantage to you to be connected by rail from G-ulgong to the cross-line, and 
to have your western markets at Nyngan, Bourke, and Cobar on the one side, and from Dubbo to 
Coonamble on the other? Undoubtedly.
1466. Chairman.] You say you reside at Springfield ? Yes.
1467. How many miles from G-ulgong ? Eive, and 1 mile from the line. _
1468. Is there, much settlement about ? Yes, on pretty nearly all the land within 2 or 3 miles. There 
will be 2,000 acres fit for cultivation.

Mr. James Hollow, farmer, sworn and examined :—
1469. Mr. Humphery.] Where do you reside ? On the Canadian.
1470. What is your occupation ? A farmer.
1471. How many miles from G-ulgong is your land situated ? 5 miles. .
1472. How many acres have you ? 180.
1473. Are you in the centre of the settlement known as Canadian ? Yes.

Mr.
J. Hollow.

24 Mar., 1890.
1474.
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Mr.
<T. Hollow. 1474.

1475.
24 Mar., 1890.

1478.
147!).
1480.
1481.
1482.
1483.

Mr. F. 
Gilbert.

21H^Ts90,

How many acres have you under cultivation P Nearly 100.
What quantity of wheat did you produce last year ? Between 400 and 500 bap;s.
How many bushels ? About 1,700.

ab°iA 17 bushels to the acre ? It was not all under wheat.
What average did you obtain ? About 20 bushels to the acre.
Where was your market ? At Gulgong and Mudgee.
What price did you obtain ? I have not sold yet. It is about 3s. per bushel now.
Would you be served by the proposed line from Mudgee to Gulgong ? I should.
Which would be the nearest point on the railway which you would touch? Gulgong.

i ^ a g°od ““ket for your produce at 'the nresent time? Not so good as it would bo if
we had the railway.
1484. Would the railway bo ihe means of giving you a better market ? Yes. .
14oo. In what direction ? ~Wc would have cheaper carriage.
I486.. You would not obtain any better price for your produce? No.
1487. But you would pay less in carriage ? Yes.
1488. What do you pay now for sending produce to Mudgee? 3d. or 4d. a bushel.
- ■ • s your produce sent on to Sydney, or is it sold in Mudgee ? I have had it sent on to Sydney, and
sometimes it has been sold in Mudgee. j ■> >
n |?ave I'™ seen the. surveyed route of the proposed line ? I know exactly where it is.
J/AJl. iJo you think the best line has been selected ? I cannot say.
1492; Can you suggest any deviation or alteration, which you think will be more beneficial to those whom 
the line is intended to serve? jNo.

farmers do you think there arc within 5 miles of your holding ? Over 100.
1494. .Are they all growing wheat ? Yes.
1495. Ho you keep any live stock ? Cows.
149G. Ho you do any dairying ? Yes.
koo wb* iSuy0Ur of dairying—has it been profitable ? Yes, during some seasons.
1498. Where has your market been ? Gulgong.

DVllat price have70U been obtaining for butter ? Prom 6d. to 2s. per lb. 
loOO. bixpence per lb. in the summer ? Yes, and 2s. in the winter.
1501. Have you grown any fruit ? Yes.
Io02. What kind ? All kinds ; I have an orchard of 5 acres.
Iij03. Have you grown any quantity of grapes ? Yes.

wuVIvny aC?ieSm1 ^-hont half and acre—they have had the disease this year. 
loOo. What disease ? The blight odium. *
1 rnt5' rr® f'av°ul;able to the construction of the railway, as proposed ? Yes. '
i-hq a Have you gone m for the jam industry ? Not yet; I am going to do so.
Colonifs1? yYesa"are that a larse Tuantity of fruit is imported into the district from California and the

b y°U "Iv-* 11Dt0 the local stores> J011 could find fruit from America, as well as from Tasmania ? Yes. 
;'r 1 « ° you fhlnk yoo can compete with those importations ? Yes, when wo get protection, 
loll, tseemg that you have such a large acreage under cultivation, do you not think you might successfully 
enter into that industry ? I will by-and-bye, when I get a little older. ■ J b y
i- i q at Without protection ? Yes, I am going to have a try.
wbo f 1 r yH t 1°iU tnow.anytbiug as to the quality of the land in the district, within a circum- 
terf nee of 15 miles ? I believe it is very good.
1514. Por carrying out the same pursuits as you follow yourself ? Yes.
lolo. i our chief difficulty is the want of a market ? Yes.
“mpe&gTfth oP™pli“T tS"1 "P°° I0“ by E‘,ilw‘‘r ^P”*”*"* “<1 by prevent jou from

wlrp— i'\rE"p:"onr “iiw!irs *ct ~*» y«»>-»»-

Mr. Prancis Gilbert sworn and examined:— 
t-,1,8; ^fr- hurley.] What have you been engaged in ? Mining, chiefly. ' 
irln tu£ onS? twenty years,—for nearly nineteen years in this district. '
1020. V\ hat is your opinion as to the future mining outlook of this district? The shallow alluvial 
woikings are pretty well worked out. There are several leads within a few miles around Gulgong which 
have never been prospected. . & b
nowfor aedeep1leadnmeral dei:>0sits are a11 exhaust°d f I would not say they are. We are .prospecting

1522. Is much gold being obtained in the district now ? Not a great deal 
lo23. Can you give an idea as to the amount ? No.
IwnVktn anmde|a TS ^ thj acreaSp held under gold-mining lease? I believe 100 acres have
been taken up on the Black Lead and some four or live leases on the Star by the late John Sutherland.
are lyin/ble86 leaSeS ^ ^ °r ^ th° kbour conditions being enforced? The Sutherland leases

1526. Then they ought to he cancelled ? Yes ; the Black Lead has only just been taken up. 
loll Ho you hear many complaints as to the non-enforcement of the labour conditions ? Yes ; frequent 
1 r“oP rj?*® lave bee“ made ab°at bbe Star ^ead, because it is supposed to be one of the best about hero, 
the miSfg wir YestSnly n 7 MimUS Departmcnt in order to destroy ^ monopoly of 

•}rqn k’6 y°u P^specting out of your own pocket ? Out of our own pockets.
t^0°j 0nithC dls*rlf as orle w<lr% of an attempt on the part of the Government to render 

stv e o ?he T n?1 dcveloP“en* °* *he df°P lead« ? , Undoubtedly. The lode deposits are much after the 
Snwk iT tknr; r Ye find the g"ld associated with pyrites. Most of the rock formation about here 
wrbn A: W e “ m IT® seen> a,?d drom what 1 have read, all the diorite formation is associated with

o7 mines a!bout^hereVOrth ‘'hey ^ ^ g®ttlng VCry rlch dcPosits- 1 think wo have the same descriptions 
‘ ' 1531.
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1531. Are there any bonanzas amongst the lode formation? Tes ; -where the first gold was obtained on
the Eed Hill. _
1532. Then your reef formations are of a fractious character ? Tes—difficult to treat. That is one
reason why I am so much in favour of the railway. If we can get the deposits treated, there must be 
some way of sending them to Sydney. •
1533. Have you attempted chlorination at all ? No ; the gold is of a coarse nature.
1534. Have you heard any complaints amongst the mining community as to the way in which grants have 
been given to the various districts by the Mining Department, and as to the way in which the money has 
been spent ? The Mining Board was to have been here three or four months ago.
1535. Do you think the Mining Board satisfactory ? No. ■ _
1536. Would it be more satisfactory, if persons were elected by the miners to recommend the expenditure
of G-overnment money ? Undoubtedly. ■
1537. Do you think that system of expending public money would meet with general approval ? I may
state that when the second amount of money was to be voted, we had a large meeting in the Municipal 
chamber. It was unanimously resolved to -write to the G-overnment to ask them to expend a certain 
portion of the votes—under the supervision of the miners, or those who might be appointed by them—• 
the money to be left in trust with the Municipal Council. .
1538. Do you think that would be likely to lead to more beneficial results than from the way It is 
expended now ? Tes ; because the miners living about here have a better chance of knowing the country 
than people who come from Sydney.
153!). Are there any crushing batteries in the district ? None.
1540. Therefore mining is at a standstill ? It is, but I have still great belief in Gulgong. I have been 
here for nineteen years, and I have seen most of the gold-fields of New- South Wales and Queensland, 
I believe there will be a revival before long. When they hear of one or two good things about here we

Mr.
F. Gilbert.

24 Mar., 1890.

shall find any amount of capital to come in.
1541. I suppose the construction of the railway would, in the event of the mining industry progressing, 
be of immense advantage in bringing coal from tbe eastern parts of the country ? Undoubtedly.
1542. How far is Denison Town away? To the Mount Stuart mine it is 26 or 27 miles. '
1543. The}' have had satisfactory returns from some of their prospects ? Tes. I was managing a silver 
mine near there myself, and the lode I was trying had a fair show of silver and gold. The money of 
the syndicate was partly expended when they stopped operations, although it was well worth developing.
1544. It only requires knowledge and capital to bring the matter to a successful issue ? I think so.
1545. Do you know of any other minerals within a radius of 50 miles which are likely to he developed ? 
There is gold on tbe other side of Denison Town, and silver and lead within 7 miles of Gulgong.
1546. To what do you attribute the non-development of the various deposits ? I think there is very 
little capital in the district. We have only a few storekeepers, and the miners as a rule are poor. Want 
of capital is the cause of the present state of affairs. A short time ago I was speaking to a gentleman 
from Victoria, who said that if they had this district in Victoria they would bo rushed with capital.
1547. Are you not aware that all Victorians say that? They say so. At any rate, I am satisfied that it 
is worth spending capital to develop the field.
1548. Is any land held by miners on lease from any landowners in tbe district ? Tes ; a company is at
work now. •
1549. Upon what royalty do they work ? I could not say. .
1550. About what percentage ? About 10 per cent.
1551. Are you aware that the mining community have complained for many years oE the difficulty of 
getting on lands, other than Crown lands, for the purpose of mining? Tes.
1552. Have you known of tbe privilege which has been given them by law recently ? This is the first 
time I have heard of it.
1553. Therefore, they have not been made conversant with a law actually passed for their advantage ? I 
never heard of it before, and I know of no one in this district who has heard of it.
1554. As a miner, ycu believe that the construction of this railway will be of immense advantage in 
developing the various mineral deposits of the district, including Denison Town and other places ? 
Certainly. I may also mention there are two antimony mines near the town.
1555. What width of lode ? Not very wide.
1556. What percentage ? 60 or 70 per cent, of antimony.
1557. That is a very high percentage ? It is. Another one has been started at Goodaman, where there 
have been some grand assays, not only of antimony, but of gold:
1558. Mr. O'Sullivan!] How many miners are working in tbe neighbourhood ? They are very scattered.
1559. Cannot you give an estimate ? Some time ago, when an attempt was being made to got certain 
land thrown open for free selection, I got up a petition which was signed by over 200 men in a very short 
time. There must be between 150 and 200 men at work.
1560. Seeing that an Act was passed last Session providing that any miner may, upon giving notice to a 
landowner, go upon his land and prospect, paying for surface damage, is there any necessity to keep the 
gold-field reserve closed against settlement ? Not the slightest; but I will tell you what we object to. 
Under tbe 14th clause of the Act you had to get permission from the Minister for Mines. A party of men 
sent down for permission to mine on a property between here and Home Buie, and it was nearly 'twelve 
months before permission was obtained.
1561. Was that on Crown lands ? On lands under the selection Act. It was land taken up by a 
selector. We want someone on the ground to give permission to mine on the land, without sending to 
Sydney. The miner wants to get to work at once without waiting for six or twelve months.
1562. Of course he would have to give such notice that no expense or inconvenience might he caused. 
Dor instance, it would not be right for him to stick a shaft through a person’s parlour-floor ? But this is 
a gold-field, and there is a right which the goldminers ought to have. The goldminers made this place.
1563. All you want is the gold ? Tes.
1564. If you can get gold upon any man’s property upon compensating him for surface damage, there is 
no necessity for the remainder of the reserve to be locked up ? The question arises as to what damage 
would have to be paid.
1565. That would he settled by arbitration in a fair way. The Act makes provision for it. Tou are

36 (a)—P evidently
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Mr. evidently desirous of securing what is already law. Having the right to mine on private property, I ask
j). Uri oert. y0n whether there is any necessity for keeping this great reserve shut up from agricultural settlement? 

24 Mar 1890 the exception of a small portion, which could be easily mapped out and defined, I believe most of it
’’ ’ could be taken up. The exception includes the lode formations, of which there are not many.

1566. If a fair reservation is made of the probable rich lodes, the miners would have no objection to the 
■ reserve being throwm open to the farmers for settlement ? Ho.

1567. Tou are aware of a clause in the last Land Act providing that any miner may get a lease of 10 
acres, upon which ho may build his house, and reside there, upon paying a small rental ? Tes.
1568. I suppose this reserve could be opened under that condition? It is opened now, but it is no good.
1569. Why ? A man may go to the expense of building a place upon the 10 acres, and at the end of the 
time he has taken up the ground for he can be thrown out without any compensation for improvements.
1570. Do you mean to say that a man who took up 10 acres for fifteen years, and occupied and improved 
the ground during that time, would obtain no benefit ? The rent he would pay would be almost as much 
as he would pay for any other land.
1571. Have you read the clause in the Act ? I have read the clause relating to the 10 acres.
1572. Do you mean to say that it would not be a boon to the miner to have his home settled here ? We 
would rather have 2 acres. It would be much better if we could only get that and be certain of it.
1573. Mr. Eumphery.~\ Will you state, briefly, in what manner the construction of the railway between 
G-ulgong and Mudgee will stimulate the mining industry of this district? I am informed, on good 
authority, that Sunny Corner and Lewis Ponds could take all the galena we could get together. There 
would be a chance of selling this galena to different companies if the railways were pushed out. Another 
thing—we shall have an opportunity of sending pyrites to Sydney for treatment. I do not suppose the 
deposits are big enough to justify people in erecting furnaces to deal with it here. Again, I think the 
deep leads must eventually come to the front, and there would be a better chance of getting our machinery 
cheaper from Sydney. It would be a great benefit to us to get everything we required from Sj^dney. I was in 
Mudgee the other day, and heard some of the evidence given there. One gentleman stated that there 
were no farms between here and Mudgee which would be benefited by the railway. I was assessor for 
this municipality last year, and, as such, I know there are fifty-seven farms within a radius of 5 miles which 
would be benefited, and which would use the railway if constructed.
1574. Gliairman.~\ Has not G-ulgong had assistance from the Mining Board in years gone by ? Every 
year there has been a vote.
1575. But you are aware that it is not possible to give assistance to every place which requires it in the 
shape of prospecting? AVe were informed we would get a eertain amount this year.
1576. Then you think you are on the list as a permanent endowment ? Those who have sent in applications 
have been told they would be dealt with.
1577. There are other fields which have applied for help, and which have not had a penny spent on them, 
whilst you seem to have had a fair share spent upon you? Promise of aid was given.

Mr. Christopher Toung, storekeeper, sworn and examined :—■
Mr. O' Sullivan.'] What are you in business ? A storekeeper.
Do you deal in produce ? A little in wheat and cereals. •
How do you get your stores to G-ulgong ? Via Mudgee, by railway.
I presume all the other storekeepers do the same ? Tes.
Tou say you deal in wheat ? I would like to make a few remarks before you ask me any question. 
Tou may make a statement, and I will examine you upon it? I have had the privilege of listening 

to most of the evidence. It has been held that Mudgee is the market-town for G-ulgong, but I beg to 
dispute it. Mudgee is an agricultural district. The Committee arrived in Mudgee, but sawr nothing of 
its agriculture. In coming to Gulgong the Committee travelled merely on the verge of the Mudgee agri
cultural district. Tou are only on the verge of it now. The evidence has been given in a weak spirit. 
Within the municipality of Gulgong there will be 5,000 acres taken up and fit for agriculture. I have 
heard several questions asked as to the competition between Dubbo, G-ulgong, and Molong. I have 
heard that the distance from Molong to Dubbo is more than from G-ulgong to Dubbo, but I say it is nearer. 
The wheat in this place, and I say it without romancing, is worth 3d. a bushel more than the wheat from 
the Orange or Molong district, but we will put it at 2d. I do not include this year, as we have had a wet 
harvest. I think you have been led astray in Mudgee. They call Mudgee the agricultural district, but 
this is the agricultural district. •
1584. Chairman?] But you are not in a position to know what tve heard at Mudgee unless you were 
there ? I have read the newspapers. The Bailway League had a reporter in Mudgee. Mudgee is not 
the market-town for G-ulgong.
1585. Mr. O' Sullivan?] Tou say' you are a produce dealer? I am a storekeeper, and I deal a little in 
produce.
1586. Am I right in saying you are a storekeeper and wheat-buyer ? Tes.
1587. AVhich is the natural trade centre for the farmers of this district ? G-ulgong.
1588. Do the people obtain their stores from Gulgong ? Tes.
1589. ' AVhat is the area of your municipality ? About 5 miles by C miles square ; 30 square miles.
1590. AThich is the area of agricultural land within a radius of 15 miles of Gulgong ? If you want to 
know the radius of agricultural land which does business with Gulgong, I should put it at 30 miles.
1591. What is the area of agricultural land within a radius of 15 miles of Gulgong? I do not know.
1592. How many farmers do you think have holdings within 15 miles radius ? About 200.
1593. What outlying districts trade with Gulgong at the present time ? Cobbora, Mundooran, and Coolah.
1594. Does Denison Town trade with you ? Tes.
1595. Have you regular communication with it by mail ? Yes.
1596. Are the people there in the habit of sending to Gulgong for stores ? Tes.
1597. And they sell produce in Gulgong ? Tes.
1598. We may look upon Gulgong as their trade centre also ? If you will ask me the question I will tell you 
who sells the produce going along the Cobbora-road. I would like to correct some of the evidence which 
has been given. I heard Sergeant Steele say there was no good land between Cobbora and Mundooran.
1599. But he corrected that evidence ? There are rich farmers from the Talbragar to Denison Town.
1600. How far is Talbragar from Gulgong? 30 miles. 1601.

Mr. 1578. 
C. Young. 1579,

-----' 1580.
24Mar.,1890. 15^1

1582.
1583.
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Tes.

There is no one

1601. Are Denison Town and Talbragar one and tbe same place ? Denhson Town is on tbe Talbragar Eiver. ^ |^ng>
1602. In speaking of Denison Town we are speaking of Talbragar . les. —N
] 603 Is there a large agricultural settlement there ? Yes. 24Mar., 1890.
S: ."iioTSeSnld.! »»«„» <* tt« f™r, , The, „ in » g™d conditi„.

1606. Tou consider the financial position of tbe farmers is a sound one ? A s SOUIld^* ^ bei; f
1607. Have many farmers left the district within the last five years ? About one. There is not a farmer
to my knowledge who, within the last five years, has gone insolvent.
1608. I presume you deal here, as in other agricultural districts, on the credit system .
1609. And the farmers pay up at harvest time P Generally, when they get their crop.
1610. Therefore you have reason to know they aro in a sound financial condition.
better. , , ,, T ■4.
1611. Tou tell us Gulgong is nearer to Dubbo than Molong? I am sure it is.
1612. Do you know the exact distance ? I think it is 70 or 80 miles to Molong. P -vr ,
1613. Between Molong and Dubbo lies the thriving agricultural centre oi Wellington. Hot very
thriving. .,
1614. It is a fine agricultural district? Tes, on this siae of it. , , We
1615 Could GuDong compete with Wellington in the Western market ? Easily, if we have the railway here.
\m. You tell us that the quality of the wheat here is so good that it is ^
the Molong and Orange wheat, ■which has a good reputation in the markets o •
1617. What leads you to believe that ? From^selling it.
1618. What are you giving for wheat here ? Up to 2s. lOd. and 2s. lid. , ,
1619. Do you give 2d. a bushel more than the buyers at Molong and Dubbo ? I do not know.
1620 Then it is only your opinion that it is better ? I know it is better on the Sydney market. _
1621. It will sell 2d. 1 bushed better than any wheat in the Sydney market ? I think so, as previous years

have shown. o -vr- i
1622. Are you in the habit of dealing in chaff, or hay, or produce . JNot much.
1623. Do vou know the district away to the west? Tes. . , ,,
1624. Do you think that the surrounding district, including the old Mudgee district, is naturally fitted to
provide fodder for the western district? Of course. n
1625 Do vou suffer from drought here to the same extent as they do further west • i'°-
1626. Whit is the reason? Because we are blessed with thunder storms We have gr^sliepejheu 
outside people have to bring in cattle and stock. A lot of money is made here m paddocks, by people 
agisting stock from the outside.
1627. Tou Lave a more moist climate? Tes.
1628. The mountains and the hills have to do with that ? Tes, the average rainfall is far more than out-

1629. Chairman.] What is the rainfall ? The average is about 24 inches. This year we have had our 
average already.
1630. Mr. O'Sullivan.'] Tou have constantly flowing streams ? les.
1631 And fairly good grass, even in dry seasons ? Tes. „ „ ,, „ ,, -i j- i. • . j_.lt...1632. Therefore, you are exceptionally situated for the growth of fodder for the parched districts at the
hack? We have proved that for twenty years.
1633. That being so, a railway from Mudgee to Dubbo would open up a splendid market for your o r.

1634. Do ydi look upon the fodder trade as likely to make the line a productive one? Tes.
1635. Do you think the line is likely to pay if it is not extended beyond Gulgong . The line to M ge 
has stopped at the beginning of civilization. Speaking allegorically, you might sink a shaft 300 feet deep, 
at a cost of £300, and you might get an ounce of gold from it, hut that would not pay for sinking the shaft.
Drive out and get the gold. Every mile you add to the railway must tend to make this white elephant a

16366 TouMhink that the only way of making the Mudgee line pay is by extending it to the western

1637. Ton are aware that the working expenses^ of the line to Gulgong are estimated at £7,000 per
annum, and the probable receipts at only £1,600 ? Tes. -r lt. r „
1638. Do you think that estimate of £1,600 is a true one? It would be much larger if the line is
extended. _
1639. It is an under estimate ? Tes. _
1640. By how much? About £1,000 to start with. , ., j
1641. Do you think the receipts would be more than £1,600? I know that every mile added to the
Mudgee line must make it less of a white elephant. .. , , '
16427 Do you think the receipts on a line between Mudgee and Gulgong would amount to more than
£1,600 per annum ? I am sure they would. , . , , • , , • „
1643. How much more ? That is a matter of calculation. Tou do not wish me to jump at conclusions.
It is under-estimated by a tremendous lot.
1644. Tou are not prepared to say how much ? Speaking outside my oath, I would say it is under
estimated to the extent of £2,000 or £3,000-that is taking into consideration the advance of trade.
1645. Tou tell us that estimate of £1,600 is below the mark ? Tes.
1646. And you think the receipts would amount to a certain sum more, which you are not prepared to

1647. Do you think, if the line were extended to Dubbo, or to the cross-line between Dubbo and Werris
Creek, it would pay within a reasonable period ? I am sure of it. , . . , ,, .
1648. Tou think that such a trade in produce wmuld he opened up with the western district, and that 
such a number of stock would he brought down, that the railway would he kept busy . xes.
1649. And within a reasonable period it would pay working expenses ? _ I am sure oi it.
1650. Putting aside tbe immediate prospect of the payment of working expenses, do you consider that
tbe indirect advantage to be given to this district in the way of promotion of settlement the opening up ot 
new country, and the improvement of trade, and the prosperity of the people, would justify the construction 
of the line to Gulgong ? lam positive of it. i 0 .
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1G51. Gliairman7\ Did the represeiitative of the Railway Commissioners interview you when he was here? 
I met him.

24Mar.7i80O. I652; ^ Harjier, the goods superintendent, obtain any information from you ? No; I introduced
’ him to Mr. Zimmler, and he obtained what information he wanted from him.

1653. How many tons of goods do you send annually to Mudgee, and what do you receive from there ? 
I think I receive between 400 and 500 tons from Mudgee, and send about 200 tons to Mudgee.
1654. To make use of the line ? Tes. Of course, a lot of our wheat goes to Biragambil to grind.
1655. Do each of the five storekeepers in G-ulgong do as much trade as yourself? I do not think so.
1656. Do you do the principal trade ? I think so. '
1657. Do you think you do one-half of the trade of the district ? No.
1658. One-third ? No.
1659. A fourth ? Perhaps a fourth of the total.
1660. What do you pay per ton for carriage to Mudgee and backward? From 10s. to 15s., and £1.

■ 1661. Do you think the Government would be justified in constructing a line to Gulgong ? I would
say yes, undoubtedly, with the prospect of it being extended west or north-west.
1662. Do you consider the Government would be justified in constructing to this pdace a line, which, 
according to the estimate of the Railway Commissioners, would involve a loss of £5,000 per annum ? Tes.'
1663. Then you think the general taxpayer has a perfect right to bear this burden for the benefit of the 
people of Gulgong? I do.
1664. Ton would have no hesitation in saying that, even though you might have no interest in Gulgong, 
but formed one of the general community in another place ? I would say the same ; I have more property 
in Mudgee than m Gulgong. It is part and parcel of the grand trunk line. Every mile constructedfroin 
Mudgee must lessen the whiteness of the elephant I have heard you speak of.
1665. A on have already admitted that there is a great loss on the line from Wallerawang to Mudgee, and
it is estimated that there will be a loss of £5,009 per annum on the line from Mudgee to GuIgon«-if 
constructed; how can you, by adding to your loss, decrease your loss? On the principle that the 
piostal service does not pay the country. It accommodates the country. We each contribute towards 
the revenue to pay for the service. We ought to be accommodated, as well as any other part of the 
community. The railway ought to be made, even at a loss, because that loss will be made up by further 
extension. J .

Mr.
C. Toung.

1666. Are you in favour of an extension of the line to Coonamble, or to Dubbo, via Coonamble ? I am 
m favour of the line going direct to Dubbo.
1667. That would only give you access to the western markets then? No. I know the survey strikes 
the Werris Creek to Dubbo line, and that will give us two markets.
1G6S. The Werris Creek to Dubbo line is not an existing fact;—it is only on paper? It is surveyed. 
1669. As the matter stands now, are you in. favour of an extension to Dubbo or Coonamble ? I would 
say the same as Mr. Plunkett—from a national point of view, go straight to Coonamble. .
KDO. Tou are in xavour of the line going to Coonamble ? Tes, from a national point of view.
1671. I suppose that will give you a better market in the upper district? Well, we will have the two lines 
the other way.
1672. But you have discarded the other two lines ? I would say that I wish the railway to come to Gul- 
gong, and to go out further; I do not care where you go to, so long as you give us another market.
1673. Mr. HumpheryWhat quantity of wheat did you purchase this year ? About 10,000 bushels up
to date. ^
16/4. Do you think that would represent one-third of the wheat purchased in Gulgong? I do not know 
what has been purchased in Gulgong.
1675. Can you say what quantity of wheat has been sent from this district to Mudgee this year ? Not 
“lj,cJ1 ]las been sent yet. The wet weather set in, and the threshing operations did not come off.
16/6. The wheat has not yet been taken away ? No. '
1677. How many bushels have been grown ? I could not say.
1678. Have you any idea of the quantity of wheat which has been grown this vear ? I could not tell
you. I would not like to implicate myself. " .
iqqo'o11?765''?]1 aDy idea aS t0 ]l0W many t011s of passed through Gulgong to Mudgee duriim
1889. 1 could not answer that question properly for the simple reason there were no crops last year',
lor thefirst time m twenty years they missed. I should say mvself that I sent 200 tons in 1889 '
1680. Would that be one-fourth of the total tonnage? I think'so.
1681. So that from this district about 800 tons were carried between Gulgong and Mudgee ? Tes. ■
1682. Would that include wool ? Tes; that is from Gulgong direct, not from the outside district or 
what came through Gulgong.
1683. I want to know what came through Gulgong, also? I cannot tell you what passed through 
trulgong. Ihe railway statistics will tell you. 1 was at the railway station one night with Mr. Harper 
We had a conversation, and judging from the fact that Mudgee has not an acre of agricultural land I came 
to the conclusion that Gulgong contributed 99 per cent, to the Mudgee trade. Nearly all the trade from 
Mudgee to Sydney comes through Gulgong.
1684. From Gulgong and the surrounding district ? The trade of the Talbragar River comes to 
(rulgong^and we have also the trade of Mundooran. Since the railway has been opened some of it has 
gone to Dubbo, hut we shall have it here if the railwav is opened to this place.
1685. Does the greater portion of the trade and produce between Mudgee and Sydney come from and
beyond Gulgong ? Tes; 75 per cent, of it. * j j u
1686. Then three-fourths of the whole of the produce sent from Mudgee to Sydnev comes from and
beyond Gulgong ? Tes. "
1687. Do you send much flour from Gulgong? There is no market in Mudgee for wheat, flour, barley 
or cereals. We send our surplus to Sydney. We send all we cannot use to Sydney, because we' have lio

l^on' do y°u pay for freight from Mudgee to Sydney for wheat ? Current rates ; about 16s. 2d. per ton
16S9 How much a bushel will that be ? We put 6 tons in a truck. There has been a little reduction 
since the first of this month.
1690. Are you right in saying you pay 16s. 2d. per ton ? I think so.
1691i Then you pay about £8 for a truck load ? I will not be positive as to the amount) 1692)
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1692. Have you not made a calculation as to how much a bushel it costs you to send wheat from Mudgee 
to Sydney ? About 5|d. to 6d. or 7d. altogether, with commission.
1693. It costs you 7d. a bushel to send your wheat from G-ulgong to Sydney ? Yes.
1691. Does it cost the people at Invereil and Glen Innes less than that? I do not know.
1695. Do you know the distance of Glen Innes from Sydney? No.
1696. You know that it is greater than the distance from Mudgee to Sydney ? Yes.
1697. Can you compete against Glen Innes and the New England district in the Sydney market? "We 
can compete with any one, for the simple reason that we must get rid of our surplus at any market.
1698. "Would you not find a better market for your produce in Sydney, carried at 7d. per bushel, than the
people of Glen Innes, who are some hundred of miles further from Sydney than you are? "We are glad 
to get what we can in Sydney. That is the position we are in now. _
1699. "What price are you getting in Sydney this year for wheat ? The top price is 3s. 7d.
1700. Does that leave you 3s., less agents charges ? No.
1701. "What does it leave you nett ? 2s. lOd. and 2s. lid. .
1702. "What price per bushel will pay the farmer for growing wheat ? It depends on the crop.
1703. Your average crop is stated to be from 18 to 25 bushels to the acre ? Then it depends on the size 
of the farm.
1704. Do hot you desire to assist us in arriving at some conclusion ? I do.
1705. What price in an ordinary season will pay the grower ? 1 desire to explain that there are farmers
and farmers. There are farmers who spend their time, between the planting of the crop and the harvest, 
in shearing or fencing, and they make it pay. I have heard it said that the farmers here are in a poor 
condition; but I say that they are in a souni condition. They make wheat growing pay.at 2s., 2s. 9d., and 
3s. a bushel. Of course, if they get 4s., they are “ in it,” and they make money at it.
1706. Do you purchase any butter from the farmers in the district? Yes.
1707. Can you give an idea as to the quantity of butter which is made in the district? It is not a 
thriving business, although it used to be. Of late Mr. Rouse, of Guntawang, has started a butter 
factory. The butter coming in now is worth about 6d. a lb.
1708. Is much land used for dairying around the district? Not much.
1709. Do you think the establishment of butter factories would Jead to increased dairying in the district ?

Mr.
C. Young.
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It would.
1710. Is the district suited for dairying ? It is.
1711. Do you think it will be a profitable industry here ? It will.
1712. That is if the farmers have facilities for sending butter to Sydney and outwards, west ? Of course.
1713. Is the land between here and Mudgee, say, in the direction of Home Rule and Canadian, suitable for 
dairy farms ? Yes.
1714. Do you know if many farms have been put under artificial grasses ? Not many, unless you go 
down to the river towards Mr. Rouse’s.
1715. How far is that from here ? 5 or 6 miles.
1716. Do you know what extent of land has been laid out? On the Guntawang estates there are large 
paddocks. They have started a dairy there, and it is paying well.
1717. Mr. Hurley.'] I understood you to say there were 5,000 acres of land under agriculture in the 
district ? Yes, taken up and fit for agriculture, within six miles of Gulgong, towards Mudgee.
1718. Can yon give an idea as to how many bushels per acre the land will give ? 14 or 15.
1719. That would be 75,000 bushels ? There is more than that grown here. But what do you mean by
the district ? .
1720. I took the statement from you that there were 5,000 acres under agriculture in the district ? Tbero 
are 5,000 acres on the Mudgee side of Gulgong, within the municipality, taken up and fit for agriculture.
1721. "What did you mean by saying there were 5,000 acres under agriculture within the district? I 
meant within the municipality.
1722. With an average of 15 bushels to the acre, that would yield 75,000 bushels? Exactly, providing it 
was all under crop.
1723. You believe you could quadruple that by taking in a circumference of 15 miles ? I think so.
1724. You have heard what has been said in regard to the locked up areas on the gold-field reserve and 
the common ? Yes.
1725. Do you think, if they were thrown open for selection, applicants would he found ? It would 
increase the population twofold.
1726. That would be an advantage to you as a populous, and a source of revenue to the railway? Yes.
1727. What value do you place on the land per acre already under cultivation? I do not think Mr. Tuxford 
was far out when he said £10. I think the lands which are exempt now will be worth from £3 to £4 per acre.
1728. And the lands are equal to those already under cultivation ? Yes. Mr. Rouse said one-tenth was 
fit for agriculture, and I say one-half.
1729. You are prepared to verify Mr. Tuxford’s statement as to the value of the land ? He said £10 an 
acre, hut 1 do not suppose he would take £10 an acre for what he has.
1730. That is the improved value? Exactly.
1731. What is the unimproved value of the other lands ? £4 an acre.
1732. 'And there would be ready applicants for it? They would rush it.
1733. Are there any other industries, besides farming, in the district which would result in revenue to the 
Railway Department? If you see Mr. Clark, in Mudgee, he will tell you all about a lead mine in Denison Town.
1734. Have you any knowledge of minerals yourself ? Yes.
1735. Can you say whether there is likely to be, in the future, a mining'population within 15 miles of this 
place ? Something great will be turned out from Denison Town district; the prospects are good.
1736. Putting aside the probability of the developing of the mineral resources of the district, are there any 
other sources of income which will prove remunerative to the Railway Department ? There are the 
vineyards and the fruit industry.
1737. Have you been over the country between here and Coonamble? Yes.
1738. Is the country similar to that which you eulogise so loudly around Gulgong ? Do you mean on 
the route of the railway track ?
1739. No ; hut taking in the circumference of 10 miles alongside the line ? To tell the truth, you have 
not seen the agricultural country of the Mudgee district.
1740. Have you any land on the proposed line of railway ? Not an acre; 1741,
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1741. Are you interested in land between here and Coonamble P No.
1742. Tou are not interested in any land ? I may have liens on land.
1743. Tou are no further interested than that ? Not at all. ... .
1744. Putting aside all local prejudices, do you thiuk the G-overnment would be justified in constructing
a line, at a cost of some hundreds of thousands of pounds, through this district P 1 do, honestly, if I died, 
to-night. _________ _

Mr. Richard Stear, baker and produce merchant, sworn and examined : •
1745. Mr. Humphery^] What is your occupation ? A baker and produce merchant.

R. Stear. 1746. Have you been long in the district ? Nineteen years. _ _
oim^'tsoo 1747. Can you speak as to the area of land within a radius of 10 miles of Gulgong under cultivation for 

ar'’ ' wheat ? I have a pretty good idea. _ _ .
1748. How many bushels of wheat do you think are produced annually within an area of 10 miles of
Gulgong ? I may say that, taking the proposed line back towards Mudgee, to the boundary of the 
municipality, which is about 5 or 6 miles away, and taking G miles to the eastward, which will give about 
6 square miles from here towards Mudgee, there are within that area fifty-seven farmers, with 5,207 acres 
of cultivated land. _ ,
1749. Would the wdiole of those fifty-seven farmers be benefited by the construction of the proposed line 
between Gulgong and Mudgee ? Undoubtedly. They are within 6 miles of where we are standing, and 
their trade connections are principally with Gulgong.
1750. How many will there be to the north and west—within 10 or 15 miles beyond Gulgong ? My trade 
connections—and I am only a small man—extend as far as Coolah, 50 miles in a northerly direction.
1751. Is wheat brought 50 miles beyond Gulgong ? No.
1752. How'far beyond Gulgong does it come from P About 35 miles. _ _
1753. Can you say what quantity of wheat is brought in? 1 should think that, within an area of 15 miles 
from where wre are standing, omitting the country between Gulgong and Mudgee, there will be at least 
400 or 500 farmers. I think I could name that number within an area of 15 miles, without going back 
towrards Mudgee.
1754. Would all those producers be served if the railway were constructed to Gulgong ? They wmuld.
They come here now. Some might not stay, but would go through to Mudgee. Some of them have their 
trade connections with Mudgee, and might go there. #
1755. The whole of the producers have trade connections with Gulgong or Mudgee ? Certainly.
1756. And their produce at the present time passes through Gulgong ? Tes.
1757. Ho they talte their stores from Gulgong? A good many of them.
1758. The stores come either from Mudgee or Gulgong ? Tes. _
1759. And would be carried by the railway between Gulgong and Mudgee ? Tes ; there is no other
possible wmy for them to go. * *
1769. Do you know the district beyond Gulgong, in the direction of Coonamble and Dubbo ? I have 
been a good way out—30 or 40 miles.
1761. Can you say whether the land is suitable for agricultural settlement ? Ten or eleven years ago I 
used to drive a baker’s cart for 25 miles in the direction of the proposed line. There was scarcely a farm 
to be seen at that time. Twrelve months ago, when I went that way, I found it was nearly all farms for 
the 25 miles.
1762. Por wheat ? Principally wheat. _ _ ,
1763. Are there any mills in that direction? No, none nearer than Mundooran, which is 50,or 60 miles
from here. It has been built within the last year. _ _
1764. If the wheat were required a greater distance than 25 miles from Gulgong, would not the districts
requiring it be supplied by the farmers you speak of, who have settled about 25 miles from here? It is 
seldom a mill of any size is erected, excepting at a railway town. _ ...
1765. Would not growers of wheat, a considerable distance from Gulgong, come into competition with 
Gulgong for the trade beyond ? They may.
1766. They would hardly send their wheat to Gulgong, if it were required in Coonamble? They would
send it where they had the best market. _ _
1767. "What produce wmuld be placed on the railway from Coonamble and the district between Mun
dooran and Coonamble ? Wool and sheep skins.
1768. Do you think any cattle or sheep would be trucked? Thousands. There are thousands of sheep 
and cattle passing here every week. 10,000 sheep passed through during the last three weeks.
1769. Do you know w'hether they went by rail from Mudgee ? I think they trucked at Rylstone.
1770. Do you think that the railway, if constructed to Gulgong, and ultimately extended, would obtain 
the benefit of any live stock freight ? There is do doubt about it. Most of those who have stock about 
here truck them direct from Mudgee. Of course some still adhere to the old style of travelling, but it is 
very difficult to travel during wet wmather and in times of drought. The probability is that three-parts 
of the stock would be taken by train.
1771. Prom Gulgong, if the line were constructed ? Tes, or further.
1772. The Railway Commissioners; in making an estimate of the probable earnings of the railway, have
given the following figures :—360 tons special class traffic ; 1,000 tons 1st 2nd, 3rd, and 4th classes ; 750 
tons wheat, flour, &c.; 50 trucks hay, straw, &e.; 100 tons skins, hides, &c. ; 60 tons 1st 2nd, 3rd, a,nd 
4th classes ; 500 trucks cattle ; 400 trucks sheep ; 1,250 tons wool;—that is an estimate of traffic which 
passed through Mudgee from and to these districts in the most favourable season—1887 and 1888 ? I 
think I sent ten trucks to Mudgee myself last year. _
1773. Do you think that is a fair, excessive, or under estimate ? I think it is considerably under
estimated.
1774. Will you state which of the classes of goods enumerated are under-estimated? There are 750 tons
of wheat, flour, &c. I do not know' how anyone could possibly calculate it without inquiring from all the 
people in the town. _ _
1775. It is assumed that the agent who prepared the statistics obtained information in the district? I 
am awrare that Mr. Harper came to Gulgong, and went back.
1776. Why do you think he has under-estimated the quantity of wheat and flour which would be sent

by
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by rail from G-ulgong ? These quotations mentioned 750 tons of flour, wheat, Ac. I ™PP°se “e - K. Stear.
wheat, flour, corn, bran, pollard, barley, and oats. Taking one, year with the other, I have 200 tone ot ------------
flour brought to mv store, and I am only in a small way of business, and the quotetaon only ft Ml 24Mar.,lS90.
total of 750 tons. It would be impossible for Mr. Harper to know anything about that 200 tons without

I777n flow would he get that information ? I do not know. I do not think anyone in the world knows

1778* DcTyou get flour from Sydney, or Mudgee ? I have had some from Sydney, but I do not get it from
Sydney when I can get it in the district. . n .i -o- „,l-i
1779. Do you have 200 tons brought from Mudgee to you ? I get it from there or Biragambil
1780. "We want to know whether this is a fair estimate? I do not think it is, because I-nould c J
almost half of the amount mentioned myself, if the railway were constructed. j + lr.no
1781. Tou think the return is very much under estimated ? The portion I have referred to is naiculo .
1782. If a railway were built between here and Mudgee, would it not render unnecessary the forwarding 
of wheat to Mudgee for grinding ? Certainly. There would be double the traffic ^a j"®!, 
erected here, because we would send flour to Sydney as well as any other place. I£,
here could compete with other mills, I am certain there would be four times the amount of tiaffic leferred
to between here and Mudgee. _ _TT j -a.
1783. Tou would send it to Mudgee, instead of having it brought from there ? We would send it to Sydney
WSl^IfThe wheat were ground in G-ulgong, you would not want to get 200 tons of flour from 

1785S Therefore there would be no traffic for the railway for that 200 tons ? No. I would buy the
wheat here, and have it ground and sent to Sydney. 4.
1786. What, in your opinion, would be a fair estimate of the number of tons of wheat, flour, &c., carried
by the railway, if constructed to Gulgong ? I feel certain, from the amount of business I do myselt, that
the 750 tons could be increased to 2,000 tons. „ „ o -r u + u ts-^Wvfmir
1787. Take the next class of goods—“ fifty trucks, hay, straw, &c. ? I have sent hay to Sydney tour 
or five different times, and I have always obtained the top price, but it does not pay. It has to be sent to 
Mudgee, and transhipped there, and you must send a truck load at a time. I have no doubt, it the railway 
is constructed, that the 50 tons estimated will be increased to 500 tons. The hay is here to be sent a
any time. . .. •
1788. Do vou think it would be sent ? I feel quite certain ot it.
1789. What is the freight for hay from Mudgee to Sydney ? £2 12s. per truck.
1790. And from Gulgong to Mudgee ? 15s. per ton.
1791. How many tons go to the truck? A good deal depends on the quality of hay; but you can say

1792. ' The'distgnce between Gulgong and Mudgee is 19 miles, and between Mudgee and Sydney 190

1793. 'Then it would cost you more to send your hay from Gulgong to Mudgee, than from Mudgee to
Svdney? Tes; and then there is the difficulty of shipping it. , . , i.
1794 Take the next item—“ 100 tons, skins, hides, Ac.” ? I do not know anything about that .
1795. Take the next item—“ 500 trucks, cattle”? I am aware that most of the cattle trucked in
Mudgee come through Gulgong. 4. „i-„io TLo
17961 How many cattle do you think would be sent by railway if the line were constructed . Ihe 
quantity .mentioned in the estimate. The closer the railway gets to the various stations about here, the
more hkely are they to take advantage of the market. -l. i- t
1797. Do you think the Commissioners’ estimate is correct ? I think it might be increased, but 1 wo
not be certain. ' „ ,
1798. How many cattle -would 500 trucks represent ? They put about nine m a trucfe.
1799. That would be 4,500 head ? Tes. ■ , i . . x. n • „
1800. Do you think more than that number would be sent? I do, because I am aware that the business
is one which several are entering into around here. . . 9 T
1801. What increase do you think might fairly be made in the Commissioners estimate ot cattle. 1
should say 750 trucks, instead of 500. . r 4.-1. 4.-L 4-l 4
1802. And sheep? Ido not knowr. I have no knowledge of the sheep business any further than that
there is a great number of sheep to the westward and that there are some hundreds of stations between
here and Coonamble. ^ 1 j v/r ^
1803. Tou think you have now given us a fair estimate of the probable traffic between Gulgong andMuagee, 
in the event of the proposed railway being constructed? I think the item ot wool would be increased a 
great deal if the railway were extended 20 miles further.

, 1804. Why ? Because it would be 20 miles nearer to the stations towards Coonabarahran. .
1805. Is not the wool already sent to Mudgee ? Where there were twenty-five loads of wool sent nine
years ago before the railway was made to Dubbo, there are not above fifteen loads sent dow.
1806. Tou say there would be a considerable increase of traffic over the line between Mudgee and Gul
gong, because it would be 20 miles nearer to the stations ? Tes ; the nearer it gets to the producers the
greater the traffic will become. • 4. j w
1807. If there could be a saving in haulage to the producers the wool would come this way instead ot by ..

1808. Can vou state anything as to the probable passenger traffic, which is estimated by the Commis
sioners to return between £500 and £600 a year ? I do not think it would be possible for the Commis- <
sioners to form an estimate. 11 4. 4.1. „ „„4.
1809. Do you know how many passengers travel between Gulgong and Mudgee wmekly, at the present
time ? I know two coaches are running. 1 4. 4-l
1810. How many passengers would they carry ? I have seen them carry ten or twelve, and at other
times I have seen them empty. They both seem to do about an equal trade. „ _
1811. Do many passengers come into Gulgong from Coonamble, Mundooran, and Talbragar. X es.
1812. Do they come through Gulgong to get to Sydney ? Tes.
1813. They do not go to Dubbo ? Of course they do not like travelling by coach, if they can po®8™1?' •
travel by rail. '
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R.^tear. 1813 J. Do you think there would be a considerable increase in the passenger traffic ? I do.
_s 1®1^‘ 11° y°u think, in the event of the railway being constructed, that the earnings within a few years

24 Mar., 1890. 'voulu h0 sufficient to cover the working expenses, and the interest on the cost of construction, the whole 
being about £7,000 per annum ? I believe, within five years of the opening of the railway, the part of the 
line from G-ulgong to Mudgee would pay.
181o. Chairman^ Some of the traffic upon the proposed line would be taken from the "Western line, so 
that we should be simply robbing Peter to pay Paul? That may be. It is not likely that people will 
travel 45 miles to Dubbo when they can meet with a railway terminus at 30 miles.
1816. But still, if one line serves the traffic, where is the necessity for building another ? There is no 
doubt that the Horthern line robs the Western line now.

®10?e are trunk lines, and that can hardly be said of the one under consideration ? Still I am 
under the impression that there is sufficient settlement in and about where this line is surveyed to warrant 
its construction. Of course it is imjiossible to enumerate the farms. Ido not suppose there are many 
peojile who have the slightest conception of what is produced within an area of 40 miles.
1818. Tou have every reason to believe that the line will pay working expenses and interest upon capital 
to the extent of £7,000 per annum within five years of its construction ? It all depends on the cost of 
construction. The line from Mudgee to Gulgong will be constructed cheaper than any other part. The 
greater part of the timber used on the Mudgee line came through Gulgong. The sleepers for the Dubbo 
and Bourke line came from within 40 miles of this place.
1819. Then there is plenty of timber available for the purposes of a railway? There is an immense 
amount of timber between 10 and 40 miles from here. The contractors for the Mudgee line cut 
thousands and thousands of feet, and it all came through here.
1820. Tou seem to challenge the figures of Mr. Harper;—if these figures aro obtained from the Mudgee

y°U n°^ they are more likely to be correct than any supposition on your part ?
What I say is that Mr. Harper could not possibly calculate the trade between Gulgong and Mud"ee, 
unless he went to the trouble ot going to all the business people and finding out. °
1821. Did he make inquiries ? I believe he did, but I can vouch that he could not know the correct 
estimate m regard to flour.
1822. It is stated in an appendix to evidence taken before the Dull Committee some time ago that “Mr. 

arpei icported that, besides Gulgong, the settlements of Coolah, Cooborra, Mundooran, Denison Town,
and Coonabarabran, would be served by the proposed line. The following were particulars of traffic which 
passed through Mudgee from and to these districts in the most favourable season (1887, 1888) ” ;—then 
follow the figures which have been already referred to by Mr. Humphery of course, as you have stated,
111. Harper could not obtain information unless he made certain inquiries ; Mr. Harper tells us that ho
c id make inquiries in Gulgong? He may have done so, but-if he did very few in Gulgong know anythin0, about it. j o a j a

1823. Mr. Harper was asked how he gathered his information, and he replied, l! At the Mudgee station, 
y .in inspection of the books, and from local sources at Gulgong” ;—Mr. Harper is generally alive man ?

1 am aware of that. He did not waste much of his valuable time here. *
1824. Aro you basing your calculation on the increased traffic on the supposition that the gold-field 
leservo, and the commonage, and the travelling stock reserve, will be thrown open ? I am not placing 
much dependence upon that. Even if the line is constructed there is no certainty that they will bo 
thrown open There is a large country which can be taken up, apart from those areas. There aro

lousands End thousands of acres of land within an area, of 30 miles from here, which would be snapped up 
very quickly by selectors, if it were thought the railway was going to be constructed.
182o. If they thought there was a probability of good land nearer to town being thrown open for selection,
1 suppose they would wait a little before taking it up 30 miles away ? Tes, I think the reserve here is a 
i ooil 1TTn1’ m- comPanson with the land which will be taken up if the railwav is likely to be constructed. 
1826 What is your opinion m reference to any future extension of the line' from Gulgong outward. Do 
you think it would be desirable to make straight to Coonamble, and the intermediate places, or to connect 
with Dubbo ? To connect with Dubbo.
182/. Eor what reason ? lor the reason that we could reach Bourke.
t-P'vt! Would jou not, by going out to Coonamble, tap the Western pastoral district, whilst by going to 
Dubbo you might come into competition with others ? There is, no doubt, a great deal to be said in 
Northe C0^s^ruc^ln° ^ne direct to Coonamble, but that will dupend very much on where they take the

Mr. Christopher Toung, sworn and further examined:—
C. Young, tt29' ®id you go through the books at Mudgee station with the station master, and Mr.

Harper. I had a rough look at them. I got statistics from the station master, Mr. Day. .
24 Mar., 1890. Jou rGoognise the quantity of goods referred to in Mr. Harper’s report, as a correct statement

of the produce which was recorded at Mudgee from the Gulgong district? Of course, Mr. Harper did 
not take m what is sent to the mills from Mudgee and here.

I vant to know whether the statement of Mr. Harper tallies with your knowledge of the books at 
the Mudgee station—of the produce coming to Mudgee from this district ? ' I forget now.

Mr. Erederick William Bussell, storekeeper, sworn and examined:—•
1832. Mr. HurleyWhat aro you ? A storekeeper.
i oof ’ h'116 ^011 ^een in the district ? About 18 years, though not in business for myself.
1834. You are aware of the agitation to induce the Government to construct a line to GuBono- ? Tes. 
183o. Are you identified with the league? Tes. °
1836. Were any statistics worked up for the Bailway Commissioners and the Government ? Tes, they 
were worked up to show the produce of the town and district.
1837. As far as you know, were they correctly collected ? Tes.
1838. Have you a knowledge of the country between here and Dubbo ? I cannot say that I have, except
with regard to the surroundings of Gulgong. - v > r
good dSV° y°U bC6n ident,fieci With aSricultllre ? Asa storekeeper, I am mixed up with agriculture a

Mr. F. W. 
Russell.

24 Mar., 1890,
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1810. You buy a quantity of produce? Not largely, but still I have a good deal to do with the farmers ^ •\Y^^gse]j 
of the district. . .
1841. Can you say whether the farmers are in a flourishing condition, or whether they have a difficulty in 04jjarj i5gg_
carrying on their labours ? As far as I know, they are in a very fair position—that is, when they have 
favourable seasons. Of course, last year they were not. _ _ _
1842. Notwithstanding the difficulties they have to encounter in reaching market, they arc in a fair and 
prosperous condition ? I think so.
1843. But they are labouring under disadvantages, are they not ? Tes, so far as a market is concerned.
1844. Where are your chief markets ? We can hardly say we have any markets at all. "VY c are obliged 
to take what we can get.
1845. Then you are labouring under the disadvantage of having no market? No access to a market. A-
farmer, having 500 or GOO acres suitable for wheat-growing, only puts in about 100 bushels of wheat, 
because he has no means of reaching a market to’get rid of more. He is obliged to take the price ruling 
in the town. _ _ .
184G. I suppose that the existence of the mountain harrier in the western district, the high freight 
charges, and other obstacles in reaching the station, handicap him against other portions of the 
country? Tes. ...
1847. If the construction of a railway through the Colo Valley is carried out with a light grade, facilities
will ho given to agriculturists in this district to reach market ? Tes. _ ■
1848. And with such facilities the farmer would be likely to succeed in competing in markets outside ?
I think so. We have everything to compete with if we only had access to the markets.
1849. Have you considered the question of grades in regard to mountain lines ? No. Of course, I have 
heard of them. I have heard that the Colo Talley line will suit the country well, and that the haulage 
will be easy.
1850. If freights were reduced one-third, would the farmers have much to grumble about in regard to the 
railways ? G-etting the grain to Sydney is the trouble. If the farmers could get their grain to Sydney 
at a price, it would no doubt suit them.
1851. Tou will have heard that a number of the mining community, having failed to obtain a livelihood 
by means of mining, are desirous of securing homes upon agricultural areas ? Tes.
1852. Do you think if the lands termed commons and gold-field reserves are thrown open, miners will 
avail themselves of the opportunity of getting land to make a home ? No doubt.
1853. Have you any knowledge of the lands in and around Gulgong ? ' Tes. .
1854. Are they suitable for agriculture ? Tes.
1855. Have you an}r knowledge of the lands between here and Coonamble ? No.
185G. What do you think is the most desirable project for the extension of the railway westward,—should 
it go to Dubbo, to a line intermediate between Werris Creek and Dubbo, or to Coonamble ? I would say 
to Dubbo.
1857. Tou recognize that you would bring yourselves into competition with the western markets? It
would give an outlet to our produce. ^
1858. Do you not recognize the fact that you have tbe Orange, tbe Molong, and tbe Wellington 
farmers to contend with ? We should have to row in the same boat with them. We would all have to 
compete for the same trade.
1859. Is there any other industry likely to spring into existence by the construction of this railway ? If 
the railway is constructed through this glorious country it will open up the land, and it will cause people 
to take up ground which is now locked up.
1860. As a general taxpayer, would t'ou recommend the construction of the railway if it were to^ stop at 
G-ulgong ? No.
1SG1. Tou believe the extension beyond Gulgong is where the remuneration will come in ? Tes.
1862. Have you any knowledge of the timber within a range of 10 or 15 miles ? Most of the timber used 
in the construction of the Mudgee railway came from this district.
1863. There is abundance of good timber in the district ? There is plenty of it left yet.
1864. In the event of the railway being constructed, you look forward to this town becoming a promising 
centre ? There is no doubt about it. It will improve both Gulgong and Mudgee.
1865. Mr. O’ Sullivan.'] What kind of timber was used in the construction of the Mudgeejrailway ?
Various kinds—blue-gum, box, ironbark, &c.
1866. AVhat distance was that timber drawn ? 16 to IS miles.
1867. How far down? As far as a place called Barney’s Beef. That was where the principal timber
was obtained. .
1868. How far was it drawn down the line ? It was drawn to Mudgee ; I could not say how far down 
the line.
1869. AVhat distance is it from Barney’s Beef to Mudgee ? About 40 miles north.
1870. Is there plenty more of that timber there ? To the best of my belief, there is.

' 1871. Tou are aware of the probability of a very long lino of railway being constructed from Nyngan to 
Cobar, Wilcannia, and Broken Hill ? Ales.
1872. Do you thfnk that that timber could he availed of for that Hue ? I would not like to say.
1873. Do you think the construction of that lino would further develop these timber resources ? I could 
not say.
1874. How far is it from that timber district to Dubbo, or the nearest point on the ATestern lino? 60 or •
70 miles, if not more.
1875. Have you any market in Lithgow for the produce of this district ? No.
1876. Nor Bathurst ? No.
1877. Mr. Humphery.] Do you send any wheat to Sydney ? I do not.
1878. Do you know the cost of sending wheat from Gulgong to Sydnej' ? Prom Gulgong to Mudgee it 
will cost 3d. or 4d. a bushel. I could not say what it will cost from Mudgee to Sydney, because I have 
not sent any myself.
1879. Chairman.] AVho else sends wheat from here besides Mr. Toung ? Mr. Tuxford.

Mr.36 (d)-$
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Mr. John Tuxford, sworn and further examined :—
t 1880. Mr.HumpheryDid you hear the evidence of Mr. Young as to the cost of sending wheat from

Giulgong to Sydney ? Yes.
24 Mar. 1890. 1881. He stated it would cost about 7d. a bushel ? Yes.

’ 1882. Do you not send wheat to Sydney ? I do.
1883. What does it cost you? I believe it costs about 7d. a bushel.
1884. GhairmanJ] From Gulgong? Yes.
1885. "What proportion of that 7d. will be swallowed up between Gulgong and Mudgee? 2Jd.
1886. That makes it 4|d. per bushel from Mudgee to Sydney ? Yes ; that is what I give, delivered from 
truck.

Mr. Mr. William Fletcher, miner, sworn and examined :—
W. Fletcher, O'Sullivan.'] You are a miner by calling ? Yes.
24Mar'"l890 -^re Jou a manager ? Ho.

' ‘ ‘ 1889. I suppose you have been an alluvial miner for some time in this district? Yes.
1890. Were you here in the best days of the gold-fields ? Yes.
1891. And you have remained here since ? Yes.
1892. You are able to give an opinion as to the auriferous resources of the district? Yes.
1893. What do you think of the prospects of mining in this district? I think there are prospects of 
mining in deep alluvial ground in several parts of the field ; also of reefing.
1894. What leads you and other miners to believe the prospects to be good ? I am aware that, a number 
of years ago, an engine and plant were removed to another part of the district, which was bought because 
it was supposed to be a better claim. Payable gold was left in the old claim. It is now half a mile or a 
mile away from any of the claims. There are other parts too—the Star—which have been occupied by a 
Sydney syndicate for some time, and it has been locked up under the leasing system. That ground I 
believe to be payable as well.
1895. Is the Star in work ? No ; it is locked up.
1896. Which of these deep leads are in work? None, beyond a portion of the old Black Load—that is, 
Scully’s claim ; and I almost believe it is idle too.
1897. Was Scully’s claim being worked three years ago ? Yes. .
1898. Has it ceased to work ? I think it is not working now, but I am not sure.
1899. What depth have they driven in the leads ? I think about 170 feet, in Scully’s claim; I think the 
Black Lead, was pretty well exhausted.
1900. What indications justify you in believing these deep leads will eventually pay ? The fact of gold 
having been obtained on the claim I alluded to, from which the machinery was removed for what was 
supposed to be a better spec. That claim had payable gold in it, and probably it is only the tail end of 
the Star, which has been locked up for a number of years.
1901. Were they not working at Canadian some time ago, w'ith a view of going through the limestone? 
Yes.
1902. Did they succeed in getting any good gold that way? No, they did not. I have w'orked in that 
direction myself, and I find that the further you go down, the worse it gets. The gold becomes finer, and 
eventually it runs out altogether.
1903. That theory proved unsound then ? Yes.
1904. Is there any deep sinking around Canadian or Home Rule ? There may be around the Home Rule 
country, but I am not acquainted with it.
1905. Is there any alluvial at all in the neighbourhood ? There arc alluvial parties working out there. 
There is one party at a place called the Red Lead. They are working, not on a true bottom, but on a wood 
bottom. There is a wood roof, and a wood bottom, and the gold is between. It is a most singular tiling.
1906. What do you mean by a wood bottom ;—do you mean that it is petrified ? It is not petrified. It 
is simply decayed wood, and that forms a bottom. If they could trace that upon a true bottom—a slate 
bottom—they would be likely to get more gold.
1907. Who are those parties who are working on the road a few miles out from Gulgong ? There is a 
party working at Ford’s Creek; I do not know what they are doing.
1908. You cannot say whether they are getting gold or not ? 1 have heard that some of them were, but
what it is I could not say. They said it was payable at first, but I have not heard since.
1909. I suppose this district has been thoroughly prospected ? No; it has not. The reefs have not been 
much prospected ; only partially. ,
1910. Do you think there is a chance of finding any more rich deposits on private land ? I think so ; on 
Mr. Rouse’s land.
1911. He is not unwilling that miners should go there ? No ; as long as they pay him a substantial 
royalty—about one-fifth.
1912. You seem to look to the future of mining in the Deep Lead ? Yes.
1913. Although, up to the present, you have not had anything very rich from the deep leads, or any sound 
indication that gold is there? Such a thing as £2 5s. a week was loft in the claim I spdke of, away from

. any of the mining claims.
1914. Mr. Hurley.] What do you mean by the Star Lead being locked up ? It has been locked up. It 
was held by Mr. Sutherland and a few more in Sydney.
1915. Has it been locked up for a number of years? It has been for four or five years.
1916. Has the matter been represented to the Warden, or to the Mining Department? The Mining 
Department has been written to year after year, I believe.
1917. Asking for its cancellation ? Yes.
1918. The fact of it being locked up keeps a number of miners from prospecting ? No doubt, it does.
1919. Do you think, if it were thrown open, and the leases cancelled, that it would be taken up ? No 
doubt it would be worked.
1920. How do you account, seeing that such a large quantity of gold has been taken .off this field, for so 
little being done in further prospecting ? The fact is that people got rather too much of it. If they had

' got a little less gold they might have settled here ; but they got too much, and went away and spent it at 
other places. ’ 1921.
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1921. Has not a large amount of money been spent in the district in prospecting the reefs ? Not a great 
deal. The Eed Hill was only partially prospected.
1922. Have you not had machinery, such as stamp-batteries, in various parts of the district ? Yes.
1923. Have they not tended to the prospecting of the country ? Some of the batteries used were worse 
than none at all.
1924. But still it is a fact that you have had batteries here which w'ere eventually taken away ? Yes.
1925. And they have not proved a success ? They have principally earned their money, and dividends, by 
crushing cement wash-dirt and tailings.
1926. Have you any knowledge of the mineral resources of any other part of the district but Gulgong ? 
Only Gulgong and the surrounding district.
1927. Have you been to Denison Town ? No ; but I know of it from hearsay.
1928. Have not companies been formed to secure outside capital in order to develope the district? Yes ; 
but I think they have been put in the worst places possible.
1929. So that the public have been induced to go into speculations which were not likely to be remunera
tive r I have been on the gold-field from the beginning, and I would not have given Id. for most of the 
speculations.
1930. They were called “ wild cat ” speculations ? Yes ; I was surprised that they could be floated.
1931. Then the public were gulled by the speculations placed on the market ? Yes ; and the best things 
were left untried.

Mr.
W. Fletcher.

24 Mar., 1890.

1932. And that has been detrimental to the proper development of the district ? Exactly so.
1933. Someone has done well out of them ? No doubt of it; but harm has been done. Eor instance, if 
I wished to float a genuine thing, and required assistance from a syndicate, I could not obtain it, 
on account of the bogus affairs which have been floated in the past.
1934. You are aware that the Government renders assistance to those who are desirous of prospecting
alluvial or reefing fields ? Yes. '
1935. What would best suit tbe mining community in regard to prospecting aid ;—would you be better 
satisfied by having the money expended under a committee appointed in the town, or would you prefer to 
have it spent as at present—under the superintendence or direction of the Inspector of Mines and the 
Geological Surveyor ? I should certainly be in favour of the expenditure of the money being supervised 
by a committee of practical men.
1936. Local men ? Yes ; I know a lot of money has been thrown away.
1937. Local men would be more likely to make more out of the money ? Yes ; knowing the district, we 
could spend it to advantage, and should not go to places which had been prospected, and which are not 
worth trying.
1938. At the present time the field is practically dead ? Yes ; and it will remain so until these leases are 
unlocked, and until capital is brought into the district to revive it again. There is no doubt there is 
plenty of gold here. The reefs have been neglected very much. I am told there is likely to be a large 
silver field in the Talbragar district.

I

Harold D. Voss, Esq., bank manager, sworn and examined :—
1939. Mr. HumpheryYou are manager of the Bank of New South Wales ? Yes. H. D. Yoss,
1940. How long have you been in the district ? Nearly seven years. •Es1-
1941. Can you say whether the deposits of the bank have increased in the past five years ? Yes, slightly. TAn
1942. Has the number of your fixed deposits increased ? Yes, slightly. ar’’ 8
1943. Can you say whether the settlers around here are more prosperous now than they were five years 
ago ? I think they are much about the same.
1944. Has there been any improvement in the district during the past five years ? There has been more 
settlement.
1945. Do you know anything in regard to the railway under consideration;—do you know the district
sufficiently well ? Pretty well. 1
1946. You have heard the evidence which has been given as to the probable number of holders of agricul
tural areas likely to be served in the event of the railway from Mudgee to Gulgong being constructed ?
Yes. •
1947. Do you confirm that evidence ? I fully concur with that of Mr. Stear. I think his is the most 
correct.
1948. You think a large number of holders of small areas which have been cultivated, will be served by
the railway ? A very large uumber. •
1949. Is a large quantity of wheat grown in this district ? Yes.
1950. Do you think the estimate of the Eailway Inspector as to the probable traffic between Gulgong 
and Mudgee is a fair one ? I do not think I am in a position to tell you that.
1951. Will you look at Mr. Harper’s statement;—do you think it is a fair estimate of the probable 
traffic, if constructed ? I have nothing to do with the trucking of cattle.
1952. Have you any knowledge as to the extent of loading which passes through Gulgong? I know that 
an immense amount of wool passes through or near Gulgong to Mudgee.
1953. Do you think that would be carried by rail from Gulgong? Certainly.
1954. Do you think many cattle would be carried by railway ? Yes ; if the railway were extended from 
Mudgee outwards, a large quantity of cattle would be brought direct from Queensland.
1955. That is on the assumption that the railway would be connected with the Northern line ? No ; on 
the assumption that we should be nearer the Queensland border, and it would be handier to come down 
here for a market than to go to Dubbo.
1956. Then you think a market for Queensland stock would be 'established at Gulgong ? No; I think 
they would be sent through here for Sydney.
1957. You are speaking of fat stock ? Yes; and allkinds of stock which would probably come here for sale.
1958. You think it is possible that a market for stock would be established at Gulgong in the event of 
the line being brought here ? Yes.
1959. Is there any market at Mudgee at present ? Yes ; there is a considerable market for store stock.
1960. The distance between Gulgong and Mudgee being only 18 or 19 miles, do you think there would

be
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bo any appreciable increase in tbe quantity of cattle which would be sent, in the event of the railway 
being brought to Gulgong ? I think there would be an increase, but not to any great extent.
1901. Do you think a great number of sheep would be sent from Gulgong by rail 'i Yes.
1902. I suppose you have no idea of the quantity which travel from this district to Mudgee at tbe present 
time ? There is a large quantity. Some mobs of 10,000 and 14,000 passed hero within the last fortnight.
1903. On their way to Sydney ? I could not say where they were going.
1964. You do not know whether they were travelling from here to be sent by rail ? I could not say.
1965. Mr. Hurley^ Can you give any idea of the quantity of gold you receive from the district per 
month ? ISJot a very large quantity. Very little gold is being obtained in tho district now.
1966. But striking a contrast between the present, and the returns of ten or fifteen years ago, can you 
give any idea as to the quantity of gold you buy in a month? Not very well; because one parcel of 
50 oz. would make all the difference—1,000 oz. a year.
1967. Am I right in anticipating that a large number of deeds aro hypothecated with you from time to 
time in regard to areas in the district? Yes.
1968. Mr. O’Sullivan^ Have yon many bad debts in your business ? No; I have not had a bad debt 
since I have been in Gulgong.
1969. Have you had to foreclose on any mortgages on any selections? Very few; only once. The 
majority of the selectors around here are in a good position, and I find that every man who has been able 
and willing to work has got on well and has improved bis property.
1970. How many other banks are represented here ? One ; the Joint Stock.
1971. Was any other bank represented here ? Yes ; the Oriental Bank was represented, and it closed 
eight or nine years ago.
1972. Before the general break up of the Oriental Bank? Yes:
1973. These were the only three banks which ever did business hero ? Yes. '
1974. The Oriental branch did not withdraw because of the general closing up, but because of the falling 
off in business here ? Yes ; they only did gold-buying, and as it fell off they closed the bank.

Mr. Bichard Stear, sworn and further examined:—
Jfr. E. Stear. 1975. Chairman.] 1 understand you wish to make an explanation? Yes. The Eailway Commissioners

----- - estimate that fifty trucks of hay and straw will he carried on the Gulgong and Mudgee line, if constructed.
24 Mar., 1890. My idea is, that that amount will be increased to 500 trucks. I may state that fifty trucks represents 

200 tons. One witness who has given evidence here has, this year, standing within his paddocks, within 
1 j- miles of Gulgong, nearly 300 tons of hay and straw.
1976. Would it pay him, if a line ivero constructed to Gulgong, to send it to Sydney ? Ho would have 
fo send it there, or to somewhere else, unless that amount was required for local consumption.
1977. That is the amount he has stacked this year ? Yes. I mention it to show the absurdity of fifty 
■trucks of hay only being likely to be sent from Gulgong io Mudgee. With reference to timber, a witness 
was asked a question as to ivlierc the timber for the Mudgee line came from. The Committee ought to 
be aware of the fact that there is a steam engine and saw-mill, 16 or 18 miles on the route of the 
surveyed line from here to Dubbo. That supplies Mudgee with timber—red-gum and ironbark.
1978. The timber for tho Mudgee line camo from tho neighbourhood of tho surveyed route to Dubbo ? 
Yes; the whole of the timber which was put into the viaduct across the Mudgee Eiver came from there.

. Bobert Heard, Esq., Mayor of Gulgong, sworn and examined :—
R.Hcard,Esq. Chairman.] You are Mayor of Gulgong ? Yes.

---- „ 1980. Howr long have you occupied that position ? About fourteen months.
24Mar., 1890. 1981. How long have you been an alderman ? About seven years.

1982. How long have you resided in the district ? Eor the last nineteen years.
1983. Do you furnish a copy of a statement, which you have already furnished to the Government 
Statistician, as to the population, &c., of the Borough or Municipal District of Gulgong ? Yes.
1984. To the best of your belief that statement is correct ? Yes.
1985. What is the area of your municipal district? About 33 square miles.
1986. Do you still receive tbe Government endowment ? We still receive the Government endowment
of 5s. in the £. Wc also receive a special endowment. •
1987. Have you any statement to make in reference to the proposed railway? I believe that if tho 
railway were extended to Gulgong, and westward, it would ultimately prove a paying line.
1988. But not if it stops at Gulgong ? I think not. There is no desire on the part of the people of 
Gulgong that the line should remain here.
1989. Do you think the line should be constructed direct to Coonamble, or to Dubbo ? If it were con
structed to cut the line at Dubbo, it would suit our purpose admirably.. We would then have a market 
for produce in either Bourke or Coonamble. v
1990. If the question is one of constructing a line giving you a connection with Dubbo, as against giving 
you a connection with Coonamble, purs and simple, which would you prefer ? The best thing for the 
colony at large would be to extend the line direct to Coonamble.
1991. With the view of going further still? Yes ; with the view of going right to the Queensland border.
1992. Has tho surveyed line taken the best route between hero and Mudgee ? I am not acquainted with 
it. I have never been over it.
1993. You know tbe site of tbe proposed station at Gulgong, at the foot of the Magazine Hill;—do you 
consider it a suitable site for a terminus? I believe it would be about as suitable a place as you could 
have iu Gulgong, unless the terminus were made at the junction of Medley and Herbert Streets, although 
I do not think sufficient level ground could be obtained there.
1994. Do you know that tho engineers do not care for that site, as it means that they would have to dip 
down again when constructing a line outwards ? I think the Magazine Hill terminus would suit all 
requirements.
1995. Is the land between here and the Magazine Hill likely to be flooded ? No; the water does not 
remain there long. I have seen water on the ground there after heavy rain, but it soon drains off.
1996. There have been heavy rains lately? Yes.
1997. But r.o serious damage has been done ? A good deal of damage has been done to tbe roads.

_ ■ - ' ' TUESDAY,
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\_The Sectional Committee met at the Court-house, Gulrjoncj, at 11

. IjlXPCttl: —
JACOB G ABBA ED, Esq. (Ciiaiemax).

Tjie llox. Fkedeeick Thomas Humpheky, | John Huelet, Esq..
EdTYAKD A¥iLLTAM O’SULLIYAN, EsQ.

The Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Bailway from Mudgce to G uJgong.

Yes.
; ? About 10.000.

Bichard Bouse, Esq., sworn and examined:—■
1998. Mr. Humphery] You lire at G-untawang ? Yes.
1999. How many miles from Gulgong ? About 4.
2000. Hid you, at one time, represent the electorate of Mudgee in Parliament ?
2001. How many acres of land do you own within a radius of 10 miles of Grulgon
2002. Have you a leasehold area as well ? None at all;—all freehold.
2003. "What area have you under cultivation ? About 700 acres.
2004. Under crop or artificial grasses? Artificial grasses, principally.
2005. How many acres do you put in crop ? About 150.
2006. Principally wheat ? Wheat and oats; gram of some sort. I principally grow' for hay. I have a 
small quantity of wheat, but not much. I do not consider myself a wheat grower.
2007. Can you state the average yield per acre of the agricultural land for wheat ? In anything like a 
fair season a moderate crop will‘yield 25 bushels to the acre,—that is within a radius of 20 miles of 
Gulgong.
2008. Would that he the average of the whole district ? I think so, in a good season.
2009. What will the average he in ordinary seasons, taking one year with another ? It might not be 
quite as much, but taking one year with another it will be nearly 20 bushels to the acre.
2010. Ho you grow hay ? A great deal.
2011. What is the average yield per acre? The hay I have grown generally yields about'2A tons.
2012. Do you grow it for your own use? Yes.
2013. How many acres of land, included in your freehold area, are, in your opinion, fit for cultivation and 
crop growing? Yearly the whole of it.
2014. Have you rented any of it ? Yo. ' *
2015. Have you let it to tenants ? Yo.
2016. Have you had offers from people willing to take your land for agricultural purposes ? I have.
20] 7. What do you think would be a fair rental ? That all depends. There is a difference between 
upland and river land. A portion of my estate embraces the Cudgegong Biver, which, of course, is 
equal to anything in Australia. The upland—the ordinary wheat-growing land—is of a different character 
altogether. People have offered to rent small farms from me, hut I have never opened up negotiations with 
them in reference to rental. I am trying to work out my property on a different plan.
2018. What use do you make of the river land ? For feeding stock. I have been feeding a good many 
sheep upon it of late years, and I have been a great horse breeder. At present, however, I am engaged 
on a scheme for turning the whole of my estate into an immense dairy farm, and with that object in view' 
I have started a factory.
2019. Would it not be more profitable to let your river land to tenants for crop-growing? Yo. lam 
inducing people now to rent my land on the river, audio bring their cattle there, with a view to dairying. 
Otherwise I intend to put stock upon it myself to a considerable extent. In fact, I intend to make a dairy 
farm of the whole of the estate.
2020. What rent have you fixed upon for the land which will be required by those from whom you have 
been inviting applications ? The lands I refer to are the lucerne fields. There is a difference between 
improved and unimproved land. The lucerne paddocks are worth from 15s. to £1 an acre; that is for 
dairying purposes.
2021. That is the improved land ? Yes. ■
2022. When you speak of improved land, do you refer to laud you have had under grass ? Yes.
2023. Land that has been under the plough ? Yes.
2024. What would the upland be worth ? I do not know what it would he worth if it were clear. I 
have never turned my attention to it. I have alwmys improved the better portion of the land with the 
view of growing lucerne. I could not say what the value of the upland would be in rental. At all events 
I should think any good farm ought to be worth 8s. or 10s. per acre, if it were well improved.
2025. But in its present constitution ? That all depends. -
2026. You say the whole of the land is suitable for agriculture and wheat growing ? Yes. .
2027. What would be a fair rental for it in its present state ? I could not say.
2028. About how many acres would support a family ? Yo man can very well make farming a success,
unless be has 100 acres under cultivation. '
2029. And vou think 100 families could settle, and comfortably subsist noon vour estate of 10.000 acres ?
Yes. ^ “ '
2030. What means of subsistence would they have if they could obtain land of that character—dairying 
or wheat growing ? Growing crops, in conjunction with dairy farming.
2031. How many cattle would a farm of 100 acres carry ? That all depends on the way in which it is 
cultivated. The paddocks with grasses on the river would carry nearly a beast to the acre, but it would 
take 5 or 6 acres of upland to do the same thing.
2032. IIowr long has the factory been established on your estate ? A few months.
2033. Do you receive the milk from the farmers around, and convert it into butter ? I have only one 
supply, and I milk all my own cows.
2034. Then the farmers do not send, in the milk to your factory and sell it there ? They are too far 
away to do that. In addition, they have not the faintest conception of the advantage of it.
2035. What distance from your factory will the nearest land actually used for dairying purposes be ?
4 or 5 miles. 2036.

11. House, 
Esq.

23Ma5l890-
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^’qU3e’ 2036. Do you know the system pursued in the Illawarra district in regard to these factories ? I cannot
a ' sa7 that I do. I have heen down to the coast to see some of the factories, but I am working my own 

25Mar./l890. U-PC°JJ my own ideas. _ _
’ 2037. You know there are a great many public factories and a great number of separators used by private

farmers. The small farmers send in their milk to the factories, and receive 4d. or 5d. a gallon, and they 
share in the profits according to arrangement P Yes.
2038. "Would not the co-operative system enable a dairying population to settle here ? Yes.
2039. Do you think, from the results of your own experiments, that that would be more profitable than 
cultivating the land for wheat ? Infinitely more.
2040. Have you a market for your butter at all times? We have the Sydney market, and the world 
besides. I see that they send butter from Sydney to London and all over the world.
2041. Do you send the butter you manufacture to Sydney ? Yes ; I am just raising enough to send to 
Sydney.
2042. What profit does it leave you in the summer ? I have not sufficiently worked the matter out, but 
I am so satisfied with the results of my dairy farm that I intend to go in for it solely.
2043. You are satisfied that you can make more profitable use of the land by dairying than by using it 
for wheat production ? I am positive of it; there is no comparison. ■
2044. If you used it for dairying purposes, would you then be prepared to let your land to small dairy 
farmers, or would you use the whole of it under your own management ? I would sooner let it to dairy 
farmers, or, if opportunity offers, cut it up and dispose of it. My idea is that there is an immense 
amount of money to be made out of it. It only requires capital and labour to be brought together 
People have not the faintest idea of the advantage of the system.
2045. Do you know the surveyed line of railway from Gulgong to Mudgee ? Yes.
2046. Does that line pass through your land ? Yes.
2047. Por what length ? One survey, I believe, goes straight through the middle of a portion of my
estate for something over 2 miles. '
2048. The land is yours on both sides of the line ? Yes.
2049. Can you say, whether the line, as proposed, will serve the population in and around Gulgong ?
As far as coming to Gulgong is concerned, it would be the best line ; but, if it is a question of goiuo-
beyond Gulgong, it is not the best line. °

^ 2050. Wliat deviation or alteration can you suggest which would" better serve the district? Tly going
' ^^ght past Guntawang, along the Cobbora-road. A line was surveyed, about a mile and a-half to the

west of the proposed line. It went from the river, along the road, and across lleedy Creek, and passed. 
Gulgong, about 3 miles to the west.
2051-. What are your reasons for saying you think that would be a better line than the one proposed ? 
Because it would be cheaper and shorter. '
2002. That is from Mudgee to Coonamble ? I know, as a matter of fact, that a survey has been made 
trom Gulgong to Dubbo, to join the Werris Creek line ; that is what I am alluding to.
2003. Then you think, if it should be proposed to extend the line in the direction of Dubbo, it would be
better to pass about 3 miles to the west of Gulgong ? Yes, on the line surveyed to Coonamble, past 
Gulgong. 1
2054. That is to the west of the township ? Yes.
2055. Would it not be extremely inconvenient for the people of Gulgong to have to go 3 miles to the 
railway ? I say that if the line is going to Gulgong direct, the route, as surveyed, is the best, but if the 
line is to be extended, the way I suggest is the best. Of course it goes through my property under any 
circumstances. In one instance it would go right through, and in the other it would keep along the road.
2056. Have you considered whether it would be desirable to extend the line to Dubbo, in preference to 
taking it to Coonamble direct ? It is a case of “ Hobson’s choice.” We are satisfied to be able to get to 
the Western line somehow.
2057. Do you know the country between Gulgong and Dubbo ? Yes.
2058. Can you say whether much of it is suitable for agricultural settlement ? Hearty the whole of it.
2059. Would the line be difficult to construct ? No, it would be very easy, after leaving Gulgong. '
2060. Do you know the land comprised in the reserve and in the common, close to Gulgong ?° Yes.
2061. About what extent is it ? The acreage of the gold-field reserve is 14,000 or 15,000 acres.
2062. Can you say if it is suitable for agricultural settlement ? Most of it is.
2063. Do you know anything of the farming population around Gulgong, in the direction of Canadian, 
Home lime, and Tallewang ? Yes.
2064. About how many farmers are there cultivating their holdings ? I could not toll you ; I have no
business with them; but I know there are a great many. ’
2065. There are a great number ? Yes ; a great many.
2066. Do you know whether they use their land for grazing, as well as for wheat production ? They use

*Vv some of it, but this common question has been very much against their interests. In consequence of this
unnecessary area of commonage, they are pretty well confined to their farms.

’ 2067. Can you say whether the farming population are fairly prosperous ? I consider they are. Some
of them are excessively prosperous. Those who are in poverty have themselves to blame.
2068. The industrious portion of the population is in fairly good circumstances? Some of them are I
consider, in exceptionally good circumstances. ’
2069. Mr. Hurley^ Whilst you were the representative of Mudgee, were you not a stroim advocate for
the construction of a line from Wallerawang to Mudgee ? I was. n
2070. Did you advocate the extension of the line beyond Mudgee at that time ? I did.
2071. Where did you consider it should be extended to ? I considered it should get to the Western line
somehow or other. I always considered that the natural features of the country indicated that the line 
to Bourke should have come this way, but as a line was being constructed to the west, my advocacy was to 
join the Mudgee line to the Western line. We want a market outwards, if we can get it. I say without 
fear of contradiction, and it can be proved by statistics, that there is no district in the Australian colonies 
better adapted for agriculture than the Mudgee district. The Western is a better market than the 
Northern market, because we would have less competition. In addition, the line would be easier of 
construction. In any case, all that the people in this district desire is that the line should join the 
Dubbo and Werris Creek line. onyo o
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2072-3. You know the land between Werris Creek and Dubbo ? I know this end of it.
2074. You are conversant with the land between this and Coonamble ? Yes.
2075. And Walgett? I have not been to Walgett much, but I know most of the country between here 25 Mar.,
and Coonamble. ' .
2076. Do you think, if the railway were constructed to Walgett, Coonamble, or any other place westward, it 
would be likely to lead to settlement, say on the land for a distance of 50 miles beyond here ? I believe so.
2077. So that the construction of a railway anywhere westward, via Gulgong, would probably lead to a 
large increase of settlement ? Most certainly it -would.
2078. And the land is suitable for agriculture ? Most distinctly. _ _
2079. Will the properties and holdings in Gulgong, whether large or small, have an increased value given 
to them by the construction of the proposed railway ? Certainly.
2080. In view of the advantages gained by private holders, are you prepared, as a landholder, to concede
anything to the Government for the advantages accruing to your estate by the construction of a Govern
ment railway ? If the Government made the line of railway where it was surveyed for Coonamble—that 
is, to go along the main road, which is the easiest and best route, and passing through about 3 miles of 
my property, I should be perfectly satisfied to make the Government a present of the land they wanted, 
provided they fenced it off. I have always contended that if the Government do not interfere with a 
man’s best interests, by destroying his land, and if they improve his property, he is entitled to nothing 
more than what the land was worth before the railway was constructed. The railway, if constructed to 
Gulgong, will cut a valuable piece of my ground in half. I am perfectly certain that for cheapness, and 
everything else, the line lower down and nearer the river, is infinitely better. _ _
2081. Do you not think that thq survey of that line is to meet a pressure which -was being brought to
bear by political supporters of the Government for the time being, and also the pressure brought to bear 
by the Ifaihvay.League of this place ? With a view to what ? _ _ _ .
2082. The construction of a line direct to Gulgong. Being an old politician, you are aware that railway
surveys are sometimes carried out through the pressure of a township. Kepresentatioiis b}' constituents 
sometimes induce members to advise the Government to carry out a certain survey. It does not neces
sarily follow that the line will be constructed according to that survey ? _ K'o. _ .
2083. In view of your proposed development of the butter manufacturing industry, you will necessarily
require a population in order to create a market? Certainly. _
2084. And you believe a market is likely to be created west, more tnan east ? I do. The special value of
our railway would be in times of drought. . . '
2085. Therefore, it is from no selfish motive that you recommend the construction of a railway by a
different route, in lieu of the one under consideration from Mudgee to Gulgong? Not a bit. I only 
desire to see the best interests of the district advanced. Being a large property holder, I naturally 
desire to see the place go ahead. I feel, after all the years I have worked and laboured here, "with others, 
that it is about time some value could be placed upon our property. There can be no value placed upon 
it unless it can be settled upon. The idea I have in view is to create an industry which will force itself 
upon the people, so that if I or my family wish to dispose of the estate, we can do so. I am not so wrapped 
up in New South Wales as to want to live here for ever. _ _
2086. You are aware that the advocates of the line at Mudgee and here do not necessarily ask that it 
should be extended to Gulgong solely, but that it should be extended towards the west ? I know the 
feeling in regard to the latter. A railway to stop here would be of no use. _ I know there is a certain 
amount of feeling and jealousy between Mudgee and Gulgong. Tor the size of the place,this little town 
is in an infinitely more prosperous condition than Mudgee. There is any quantity of land around here 
for settlement, and if the common arrangements can be broken up, a population will settle down, no matter 
-whether the line stops here or goes on to Dubbo. This place must go ahead, because there is an immense 
amount of unalienated land in and around Mudgee. It is all large estates, and is likely to remain so.
The Mudgee people do not like the idea of a terminus at Gulgong. Personally, I do not care which way 
the line runs, so long as it is extended. With regard to my allusion to the line going purely to the 
westward, it is simply a matter of £ s. d. I believe it would make a difference of £40,000 or £50,000 in 
the construction of a line going down there, and coming up here.
2087. You are looking forward to future settlement in connection with the extension of the line south
west, and you consider that the detour recommended now is not necessary ? I do not think it is, because all 
the country skirting on the supposed line to Dubbo. is most aluable. If the Government took the line 
the other way they would be put to little expense, so far as private property holders are concerned.
2088. Therefore you would consider that a branch line, from a line extending westwards to Coonamble 
or Walgett, would be quite sufficient to meet the requirements of this place ? I think so. I do not think 
the line need necessarily go through this town. You have to get up here about 300 feet, and then down 
again, across the Beedy Creek. If the line passes Gulgong, it will traverse for miles and miles a level 
piece’ of ground. There will be less expense to the Government in purchasing from private property 
holders. You have to get into Gulgong through private property, and out of it as well. The line, as 
surveyed, cuts through a piece of ground of about 1,000 acres, on the other side of the town, belonging to 
a relative of mine. I speak from a patriotic point of view when I say that it is a wasteful expenditure of 
money to bring the line here.
2089. Are we to understand that if the line takes a direct course, and does not take the detour to Gul
gong, you are prepared to concede the land necessary for the construction of the line to that town ? I 
am ; provided the Government fences it. _
2090. You have estimated that, upon certain pieces of land upon which you grow artificial grasses, you 
would require a rental of 20s. per acre per annum, and your estimate for the wheat-growing lands is from 
8s. to 10s. per acre ;—what do you think would be a fair value for the Crown to ask for the lands termed 
the gold-field reserve? Of course, immediately in and around the town, a special price could be put upon 
it; hut so far as the other portions of the land are concerned, the sooner it is settled under the present 
Land Act the better. Y^hat we want on the ground is population. .
2091. What value would you place upon improved land within 5 miles of Gulgong ? Do you mean the 
land which has been alienated—tbe upland ?
2092. Yes ? I should think it is worth about £5 an acre. ^ _
2093. You think that the throwing open of the common and reserve for the purpose of affording agricul
turalists the right of securing a homestead would lead tp a large settlement ? Yes ; I am certain it would.

2094.

‘8 " . Mb
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' # _ _ . _
K- 2094. Mr. O' Sullivan.'] I understood you to say that ir your scheme of converting your property into a

ouse, dairy-farm is carried out, your property will carry about 100 families P Yes.
25 Mar 1890 Therefore, that will be a considerable addition to the population of the district ? Yes.

' ’’ ' 2090. You are aware that the town of Gulgong is the natural trade centre for the farmers and graziers of
this and surrounding districts ? Yes. ■
209/'. AYould it be right to take a railway 3 miles away from them—from their natural trade centre—even 
though it would cost a little less ? I think the Gulgong people are entitled to a railway. 1 am unpre- 

, judiced as to the question as to which is the cheapest way to take it, but most certainly Gulgong is entitled
to a railway, or to railway communication—not that I think it makes much difference whether the railway 
is in the town or a little way out of it. ■ .
209S. You know that the Government are building a tramway from the station to Yass, simply because 
they made a mistake in leaving the station 3 miles out of the town—they are undoing a mistake there; 
and what you would suggest in regard to Gulgong would create a similar mistake ? I do not care myself 
what course is taken. It will benefit me just as much one way as the other.
2099. I understand you only to be swayed in giving your opinion in view of the interest of the country ?
Yes. ^ ” “
2100. You think it would be more advantageous to construct the line 3 miles from the town of Gulgong, 
because it would be constructed £40,000 cheaper, and would be more direct for the extension of the line

■ to Coonamble ? Yes.
2101. Do you think that cheapness is the only matter which the Government should consider in con
structing a line ? That is a matter for the Government to determine themselves. If the Government 
have the money, and intend to spend it, well and good. Of course the Government have a certain amount 
of public land in tbe district. I wish it to be understood that I am not saying what I have to say with a

. view of getting the railway close to my door, because I would infinitely sooner that it did not pass it at
all. If the railway were taken through my rich flats, I should require a large sum of money to compensate 
me ; but if it does not interfere any more than an ordinary road does with a man’s estate, I should only be 
entitled to small compensation. .
2102. I understand that whichever way the railway goes, it will go through your property; therefore, it 
will benefit you whichever way it goes P Yes. I want to see a railway to Gulgong, but I want to sec it 
carried on further. A railway to Gulgong alone would not bo worth 2d. to the qieoplc here, because the 
matter of carriage between here and Mudgee is not worth talking about. There is a feeling in Mudgee 
against this place, because Nature has placed Gulgong in an infinitely better position than Mudgee. 
Wherever the railway goes to, Gulgong will go ahead.
2103. That being so, is it not essential lhat this thriving and prosperous town should bo served by a
railway ? Certainly. "
2104. Therefore it might he more conducive to the national interest, apart from the question of cheapness, 
to run the railway through Gulgong ? Certainly.
2105. Supposing the railway taps a lino between Dubbo and Werris Creek, and by so doing gives you 
access to the western as well as the north-western markets, and does not go to Coonamble, do vou think 
it would he better to do that than to tap the town of Gulgong ? 1 still think the idea I favour is the best. 
2100. Even if the railway.stops at the connecting line between Dubbo and Werris CreekP Yes; the 
more you get to the left the closer you get to another lino.
2107. You expect an influx of about 100 families ? No ; I say the estate is capable of bearing that
number. 1 have only established a small industry, which I am doing mv best to stuff into the ignorant 
people of this district, for their own advantage. I am certain farming can be carried on in conjunction 
with dairy farming, if they will only take it up. '
2108. If your anticipations are realised, and the common and reserves are thrown open for settlement, 
Gulgong must become an important trade centre for agriculturists, dairy farmers, and graziers ? Certainly’
2109. It is essential, then, that the line should touch this important centre-in going out westwards P
Certainly. -bo
2110. WTiat do you anticipate will be the return on land carrying a beast to 2 acres ? I think that, to 
any man who will take care of his cattle, a dairy cow of any good at all is worth £5 a year. .
2111. You are aware that on the south coast/where the land carries one beast to the acre, £10 per 
annum is realised ? Yes.
-112. In mentioning £5 you have placed the amount within the mark? I calculate it in regard to 
upland. l am quite certain of the value of the Cudgegong Diver. It is ncarlv all alienated. ft is as 
good for dairy purposes as the best in the country. Of course we have to deal with a large area of upland 
country; and 1 say that every cow is worth £5 a year to any man who will keep his cattle well, and who 
will employ his family in the business. "
2113. I suppose, when your dairy scheme is in full operation, this is likely to become a great dairvin"
district? 1 am certain of it. “ " a
2114. Because it would he more advantageous to follow dairying than cultivating ? They would 
amalgamate the two. I calculate, when it comes to a question of having to feed cows, that all the 
stuff they can raise to feed them is worth £5 or £6 a ton, and butter would be worth Is. Gd. a lb. If I 
established a dairy, and I was in a good position, I should like to see a drought. That is when I should 
make money.
2115. And you would succeed when other people were in distress ? Yes.
2116. Chairman.] Do you know the survey which has been made from Gulgong to Wellington ? Yes.

• 211/. Do you think it is justifiable or a waste of money ? It is a ridiculous waste of monev.

56 I'AHLIAMEXTAEr STAXDES'G COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ■WORKS.

Harold D. Voss, Esq., sworn and further examined :—
H. D. Yosb, 2118. Chairman.] I understand you desire to make some addition to your previous evidence ? Yes. Mr.

_// Hurley asked me the question, A.re there many deeds hypothecated at the bank here,” and I said t: ves,”
5 Mar 1890 lUearl*nSi course, that if we had not our deeds hypothecated here we could not do business here. Tbe 

■ ’ very fact of our doing a certain amount of business in that way would give the impression that the 
district was very prosperous. I think, as a matter of fact, that nearly the whole of our deposits are 
farmers deposits, and nearly the whole of our advances hfive been mgdc for the purpose of improving 
farmers properties, all of them more or Ips; prosperous. ' ! ■ . . . ' 2119,
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2119. Mr. Hurley] Bat you recognize the fact that the hypothecating of deeds would not show the ?•
poverty of the people ? Exactly ; but people outside do not recognize that fact. A few knowing people ^----^x
have remarked outside that I had insinuated that the whole district was insolvent. i p tt 25 Mar., 1890.
2120. A man’s greatest success may bo at a time when he is under an indebtedness to tbe bank . Tie
may be more successful than the man who owes nothing. . . .
2121. You have heard some of the evidence in regard to the value of land in the districtcan you in
any way corroborate the statement made as to improved land being worth £10 an acre . i think: land 
in the immediate vicinity of Gulgong would be worth from £8 to £10 an acre. . . , ,
2122. And if the areas in the gold-field reserve or commonage were thrown open, a high price might be
placed upon them ? I do not know. They are not improved. . , ,,
2123. But what ought improved land, suitable for agriculture, to realize P I could not say exactly.
2124. £3, £4, or £5 per acre ? I think it ought to be worth £3 or £4 per acre.
2125. And improved land would, as represented by others, be worth £10 per acre. Yes, around 
Gulgon" ; I have known it to be sold within a quarter of a mile of Gulgong for as much as that.
21-26. I°saw an advertisement in the local paper of Saturday, 22nd March, in reference to a sale by the 
mortgagee of some land known as Michael Hickey’s farm am I right in the information I have received
to the effect that that land had only a reserve upon it of £3 to £4 an acre ? I believe so.
2127. Is it improved land ? Partially so.
2128. Is your bank the mortgagees ? Yes. , , • -i. xi ^ -4- ■ <.
2129. There was only a reserve of between £3 and £4 an acre upon the land ; how is.it that it18 not
sought after? There are a good many reasons. In the first place, only a'portion of it is fenced. Part 
of it is in selections. It is a very old selection, twenty or thirty years under cultivation. 1 think there 
was nobody present to buy. They thought there would be a heavy reserve upon it. . .
2130. Does this not indicate that there are no persons in the district anxious to secure land tor agricul
tural purposes ? I do not think so.
2131. Is that not the inference to be drawn P I do not think so.
2132. Are you prepared to dispose of this land now at anything like £4 an acre ?. Yes. -
2133. Will you accept a buyer at that rate ? If you will give me £4 an acre I will accept it.
2134. Mr. Humphery] What number of fanners' have you in your books ? Over 200.
2135. They keep their accounts with you ? Yes. •

Joseph E. Bayliss, Esq., station manager, sworn and examined:—
2136. Mr. Hurley.'] Where do you reside? At Tuckland’s.station, near Cobbora. .
2137. Are you a land-owner? JN"o ; I am manager of a station. It is a sheep and cattle station.
2138. What distance is it from Gulgong? To this end of the station it is about 20 miles.
2139. Where is your market for stock ? Mudgee chiefly, and Sydney.
2140. Do you truck your sheep and cattle from Mudgee to Sydney ? Yes.
2141. AYould the construction of a railway beyrond Gulgong, towards Coonamble, be of advantage to your
station ? Yes *
2142. You would utilize the railway for the conveyance of stock to market direct from tho'station ? Yes.
2143. 'Do you send a large quantity of wool to Sydney ? Yes. _ . ...
2I44«. Can you give an idea as to the number of bales or their weight ? Last year wo sent something like
200 bales
2145. What quantity of stock did you send? About 100 head of bullocks and 1,000 sbeep. AYc have 
disposed of some in and around the district.
2146. What is the area of your station ? 40,000 acres.
2147. How much of freehold ? About 3,000 acres. . . .
2148. Have there heen many selectors on your station? Yes ; all the resumed area available for agricul
tural purposes lias been taken up. _ .
2149. Have you carried on any agriculture on tbe station ? Only a small portion.
2150 H&s it been successful ^ "yes. .
2151. Is there plenty of water on the area you hold under freehold ? Yes; hut dams have to he con
structed. Abater can be obtained by sinking about 14 feet. By doing that we had permanent water
during the drought. . „ . ,.
2152. So that there is everything to induce an agricultural settlement, m the event of means ox reaching
a market being given ? Yes. _ # ,
2153. Mr. O' Sullivan.] Your station is in the Central Division ? Yes.
2151. Are all the resumed areas about there settled? The great portion of them are.
2155. As the leasehold areas are now locked up for five years extra, it will he ten years before any more
are open for selection ? Yes. . , . . ,
2156. So that there will not be much room out there for future selections ? Hot until the end. ot the
ten y-ears.______________________________ _

• Mr. Frederick Taylor, blacksmith, sworn and examined :—
2157. Mr. O'Sullivan.'] Where do you live ? At Mundooran.
2158. How far is that from Gulgoiig? About 55 miles. _
2159. Are you always in the habit of bringing your produce into Gulgong ? Not always.
2160. Where else do you go ? AYe look towards Coonamble, as much as possible, for our market. _
2161. What do you produce ? Nothing at present. I am a blacksmith, but I have been carrying on
farming. _
2162. Then you are not a farmer at all in the full sense of the term ?
15 or 16 acres.
2163. Eor your own accommodation ? Chiefly.
2164. Where do the people of Mundooran go for their stores ? Gulgong and Mudgee. They send to 
Sydney, too. I was in the habit of sending to Sydney for my goods.
2165. How did you get your goods ? I used to get them from Sydney to Mudgee, and then have them 
carried out by teams.
2166. So that Mudgee and Gulgong is the natural route for you for your traffic ? Yes.

36 («)—H ' ’

J. F. Bayliss, 
Esq.

25 Mar., 1890.

Mr. F. Taylor. 

25 Mar., 1890.

No ; I cultivate a little—about

2167.
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Mr.S'.Taylor, 2167. Is that the case with all the settlers around Mundooran? Yes, within a certain radius. "When 
o'^jT^Taori you ^ur^e:r out) you fin<i they go to Dubbo, because they are much nearer and have a better road, 

o ar., 89U. 2168. Is much farming carried on out there ? Yes, a good deal.
2169-70. In wheat ? Yes ; wheat, hay, and corn. There is not so much corn grown, because there is no 
market for it, excepting at Coonamble ; and there is not sufficient consumption in the Coonamble district 
to warrant much to be grown.
2171. What do you think is the area of the wheat cultivation? Within 5 miles of Mundooran, from
2,000 to 3,000 acres.
2172. Have there been many new settlers out there lately ? Not a great many. Of course people in 
that part of the country find it is of very little use growing grain, as they have no market. One year I 
grew 100 tons of hay, and cut it for chaff. I sent part of it to Coonamble, and sold parts of it in the 
neighbourhood. My wheat I sent to Mudgee. I had to pay 15d. a bushel to cart it to Mudgee.
2173. What did you get for it in Mudgee ? 3s. 3d. for part of it, and 3s. 9d. for the other part.
2174. Would it pay you to send yourwheatin from Mundooran to Glulgong, if a railway were constructed 
to Gulgong ? Yes.
2175. You think wheat growing at Mundooran would not be a great success ? It would be a success, 
provided there were some way of getting rid of it. Within the last three years a mill has been erected 
there. Previous to that, some of the farmers only grew about 100 to 200 bushels of wheat, and this year 
they have grown about 1,000 or 1,500 bushels. The consequence is that the mill cannot make use of all 
the wheat, and they are compelled to carry it away, paying as much as lOd. and Is. a bushel to have it 
taken to Coonabarabran for disposal.
2176. What do they do with the flour ground at Mundooran ? They send it to Coonamble, and supply 
the neighbourhood and district, Walgett, and so on.
2177. So that if a railway were taken out that way, they would not be very great patrons of it ? They 
would be likely to become so, because instead of a man growing 500 bushels, as he does now, he would grow
2,000 bags. . The land in that part of the country, on the Castlereagh, and through the Warranbungle 
Mountains, is mostly fitted for it.
2178. You think they would go'in for a more extended cultivation ? By far. Several settlers have come 
there within the last two or three years from Victoria. When they came there they spoke of going into 
wheat growing largely ; but when they got one season’s produce on hand they found they had no market. 
They were, therefore, compelled to reduce their growing to smaller quantities—to what they could get

' rid of.
2179. What size were the holdings out there usually ? Prom 40 acres to about 640 acres.
2180. But you could take up 2,560 acres ? No.
2181. You are in the Central Division, are you not? Yes.
2182. You can, by law, take up 2,560 acres'? Yes, bona-fide.
2183. But a man could not possibly live on 40 acres out at Mundooran ? Not in wheat or corn growing.
2184. I suppose the 40-acre holders are shearers, or men working on the roads, or engaged in fencing ? 
Yes.
2185. Are there any resumed areas occupied there ? No. •
2186. Is there ample room for settlement out there, even though the leasehold areas will not be thrown 
open for ten years ? Yes ; there is plenty of land in the resumed areas. A large amount of land has 
been taken up towards the mountains.
2187. Mr. Eumphery.~\ What is paid for carriage between Mundooran and Coonamble ? I have paid
4s., 3s., and 3s. 6d. 3s. is the lowest I have ever paid, and that was with carriers who were going on to
Coonamble about the time of the wool season. I have paid 4s. 6d. for chaff.
2188. Por what quantity ? Per cwt. I have paid from £3 to £4 per ton. I would like to say, with 
reference to a statement which has been made as to the quantity of stock trucked at Mudgee, that an 
investigation was recently held at Mundooran in regard to a bridge. Mr. Gilliatt came up and took 
evidence in reference to the disputed bridge. We collected the signatures of sheep-holders in the neigh
bourhood, on the western side of the Warranbungle Mountains. Something like 200,000 or 300,000 
sheep have crossed the river at Mundooran backwards and forwards within twelve months.

58 PAEIiIAKENTAEX STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WOEKS.

William B. Bentzen, Esq., bank manager, sworn and examined:—
TV. B. Mr. Humphery] What is your position ? Manager of the Joint Stock Bank.
Esq611’ How many years have you been in this district? Two.

_ — a _ ' 2191. Have you any objection to state the number of farmers transacting business with your bank ? 
5 Mar., 1890] Between fifty and sixty.

2192. Mr. Hurley.'] Can you say whether the farmers are in a healthy financial position or otherwise ? 
They are in a very good position.
2193. In a very fair prosperous position ? Yes. I may add that the rents for this month, in this district, 
including Cassilis, and from the selectors out Tallewang way, will amount to about £1,000.
2194. They have no difficulty in finding their rents ? No.
2195. Can you say whether your deposits from the farming population have increased during the last few 
years ? Yes.
2196. Can you give us an idea as to what percentage of increase there has been ? No ; I could not.
2197. Have they doubled themselves ? I do not suppose they have.
2198. But they are on the increase ? Yes.
2199. Chairman.] What quantity of gold have you bought within the last twelve months? About
1,000 oz.
2200. Whore does it come from principally ? Home Buie. •
2201. Is tho largest portion from Home Buie ? No ; Gulgong, and the surrounding district. We buy it 
in small quantities all over the district.

Mr.

>
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Mr. Alfred Cross, common ranger, sworn and examined :—
2202. Mr. Hurley.'] "What are you ? Common ranger.
2203. Have you been long in the district ? Nineteen years.
2204. "What is the acreage of the common ? 36,000 acres.
2205. The common, of course, is used by persons living in Gulgong and district ? Yes.
2206. Have you any idea as to the suitability of land for agriculture? Yes.
2207. Is it adapted for agriculture ? Yes ; most of it is very good land.
2208. Have you heard of any persons desirous of securing homesteads upon it ? Any amount.
2209. You believe they would seize the opportunity of securing the land for making homes upon it ? Yes.
2210. Have you any knowledge of the district beyond Gulgong ? Not a great deal.
2211. Have you been out to Coonamble or Walgett? Yes ; but it is many years ago.
2212. Have you any knowledge of the gold-field reserve ? Yes ; parts of it.
2213. Can you say whether the soil there is adapted for agriculture ? Yes.
2214. A large area ? Yes.
2215. One-third of it? About that, or a little more.
2216. Have you been engaged in mining at all ? A little.
2217. Have you heard that the gold-field reserve is likely to prove beneficial to the mining class ? No ; 
but I have heard a little rumour about silver mines out at Denison Town.
2218. There is no probability of the immediate opening up of any fresh mines on the gold-field reserve ?
I am not aware of it. '
2219. Can you say whether a railway constructed to the west via Gulgong would prove productive to the 
people ? I think it would.
2220. It would give an impetus to farming ? Yes.
2221. It would open up new markets, and would be likely to lead to increased population and the develop
ment of various industries ? Yes.
2222. Can you give an idea as to the quantity of stock on the common? Between 800 and 900 head.
2223. Do you include horses, cows, and goats ? I do not include the goats, but horses, sheep, and 
cattle.
2224. Chairman.] I understood you to say there are 36,000 acres in the common ? Yes. I wish to make 
a remark in reference to the number of travelling stock passing over the common, bound for Sydney.
2225. Do you make a charge upon the travelling stock passing through? No.
2226. Do you take an account of the number which pass over ? Yes.
2227. What number pass there in twelve months ? In 1887, nearly 200,000 sheep and cattle passed.
2228. How many passed in 1889 ? I have no account.
2229. Why did you not keep an account for other years ? It was simply because I had to furnish the 
Trustees with a report. After I had supplied them with a report for some years, it appeared to me to be 
unnecessary, and I did not continue it.
2230. Mr. Humphery^] Bor how many years did you keep the record ? About three years.
2231. What number of stock passed during 1885 and 1886 ? I have misplaced my book. I could only 
find the record for 1887.
2232. Would it be greater or less during those years ? About the same—about 200,000 each year.
2233. Were they bound for the Sydney market ? Not all.
'2234. Could you tell us whether they were put into railway trucks at Mudgee, or whether they went by 
road ? Most of them were trucked at Mudgee.
2235. How do you know ? Prom what the drovers said.
2236. The greater portion were trucked there ? About one-third. The rest were trucked at Bylstone, 
Wallerawang, and other places.
2237. Do you think those which were trucked at Mudgee would have been trucked at Gulgong if the 
railway had been constructed ? Yes.

Mr. A. Cross.

25 Mar.. 1890.

Mr. James Curran, cordial manufacturer, sworn and-examined :—
2238. Mr. O' Sullivan.] What are you ? I keep a cordial factory and a farm.
2239. Where ? Between here and Springfield.
2240. How many acres have you ? 200 in one paddock—300 altogether.
2241. Do you cultivate largely ? I used to do so ; but" have not done much last year.
2242. Why ? On account of the high rate of carriage to Mudgee.
2243. What did you grow ? Wheat and hay. .
2244. Which is your market ? Either here or Mudgee.
2245. I suppose you would look for your market to the west if a railway were constructed out
there ? Yes. '
2246. What do you average per acre in a good season ? This year I got 30 bushels.
2247. How many acres did you cultivate? About 30. I cut 5 or 6 acres for hay, and I have 24 acres 
left for wheat.
2248. And that yielded 30 bushels per acre ? I got 195 bags of wheat from it.
2249. Is your land better than the ordinary run of land about here ? About the same.
2250. You think that is what good land would produce in this district in fair seasons ? I believe it would.
2251. Have you sold your wheat yet ? Yes.
2252. What did you get for it ? 2s. lOd.
2253. In Gulgong? Yes; I have got about 100 acres cleared and ready for wheat, but the market is 
low, and in consequence of the high carriage to Mudgee I will wait until I get a better market.
2254. Mr. Hurleyi] Where do you carry on your trade ? In the town.
2255. Do you do a large trade ? Middling. I used to do a large trade.
2256. Do you employ many men ? Two or three ; it depends on business.
2257. Chairman.] Are you an original selector. Did you take up the land originally? Yes; between 
here and Springfield.

Mr.
J. Curran.

25 Mar., 1890.

Mr.
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Mr. Thomas Prame Pletcher, mining engineer, sworn and examined : —
Mr. 2258. Mr. Hurley.'] What is your occupation ? Mining engineer.

T.F.Fletcher. 2259. Have you been long in the district? Eight years. _
2260. Are you in a position to tell tho Committee anything concerning the mining industry ? I have 

ar-’ ' formed a high opinion of the future of this place in regard to the working of the deep leads. I have
been to London twice, and I have succeeded in inducing the English mining people to try this place in a 
straightforward manner. At the present time I am representing a syndicate, who have underwritten a 
company in London, with a capital of £17,500. We have now laid out close on £3,000. I have a 
considerable amount of money under my control in the bank.
2261. Have you expended £3,000 in the Gulgong district ? About £2,500 up to date.
2262. Where ? In Rouse’s paddock. I took homo a lease of 500 acres ? _
2263. Of reef? No, alluvial ground. My object is to explore the deep ground—the extension of those 
reefs which have been so rich at the source.
2261. Can you say in what way the mining interests of this district will be stimulated or improved by the 
construction of the proposed railway ? It will give facilities for trafEc. If I had been, when in London, 
in a position to say that there was a railway to the place, people would have listened to me more freely.
2265. It would only have been useful to you in connection with any representations you might have made 
to people desirous of investing ? It would give increased facilities for mining, and w'ould enable 
machinery and material, &c., to be conveyed. There are 1,750 acres of this district leased in my name, in 
London, and we are looking forward to employing about 1,000 men very soon.
2266. What amount do you think it is probable you will expend in this district ? The capital I have for 
this one lease is £17,500.
2267. How many men do you employ ? Only twelve at present. I am putting in machinery. At the
end of the week I shall go into shafts and employ twenty men. .
2268. Have you purchased the machinery ? Tes.
2269. Has it been delivered to you ? Tes.
2270. You have confidence in the future of this district ? I have great confidence, and I have gone for it 
straight. I need not tell you what Mr. Wilkinson and Mr. Slee said in their Blue Book. Backed up by 
that I have succeeded in raising money in London. I have played entirely from my own bat, and have 
had nothing to do with Sydney or Melbourne people.
2271. Do you not think you are favourably situated in comparison with other fields in the country, for 
reaching market or obtaining machinery ? Because one district is badly off, there is no reason why 
another should be.
2272. Are you not better situated than any other gold-field in the country for getting your machinery ? 
Possibly.
2273. You have a good road nearly all the distance to the mine ? Of course the freight would be low'er 
by rail than otherwise.
2274. Can you point out a gold-field in the country which is better situated for reaching market than the 
one you represent ? No.
2275. Therefore, in the matter of access to market, and obtaining machinery, you stand in a better position 
than any other place in the country ? Yes ; all the bettor for Gulgong. All we v7ant is cheaper transit, 
and facility of intercourse.
2276. But you do not deal wdth any market? We are looking forward to importing a large amount of 
machinery. This matter is not altogether in one nest. These deep loads are branching in various 
directions. There are now three companies formed at home. I am revealing my hand to a certain extent, 
but if the affair goes ahead, there is no reason why we should not float more. A great deal depends on 
the success of the first, but in the meantime the capital is subscribed.
2277. You are not selfish in character ? Not more than is general.
2278. Is the country of a virgin character ? Entirely, and through basalt.
2279. So that you are merely speaking theoretically in regard to probable developments ? Just as 
theoretically as men like Mr. Slee and Mr. Wilkinson. I have been mining for thirty years.
2280. But you have not proved the country? Yes, we have. We have gold at both ends, and the 
supposition is, that there is gold in the middle. I believe the connecting link is in the middle.

. 2281. You generally find “ where it is, there it is ” ? Not here. *
- 2282. Have you any idea how much gold has been taken out of this district—can you tell us? We have

had upwards of 18 tons weight of alluvial gold, certified by the banks and the escort returns.
2283. Do you look upon the district as having a greater mining future before it than it has had in the 
past? Yes. It will require capital and combination. It will be wages to the men, and success or heavy 
loss to the capitalists.
2284. You employ eight men on 1,700 acres at present? No, I have eight men working on one lease— 
carpenters and engineers, who are finishing w'ork. We have sunk a shaft through basalt, at an expense 
of £1,000. Whilst sinking I had seventeen men working.
2285. How is this land held ? Ereehold property from Mr. George Rouse, of Guutawang. Then I have 
leases, taken from the Government, of 100 acres.
2286. Do you look upon yourself as a land monopolist? No; I want to explore the country. It is a 
straightforward trial, and I believe wrc shall get our money back with profit, and that it will employ 
labour.
2287. What is the class of machinery you have now? Pumping, winding, and driving machinery,—the 
ordinary alluvial mining machinery.
2288. Are you likely to give employment to some hundreds of people within the course of the next four 
months ? In the course of the next six months I may have fifty men in one place and fifty in another. 
The areas I have secured are miles apart.
2289. Mr. O' Sullivan.] What indications have you had that you are successful ? Because I am close to 
where the last gold wras obtained, and because of the geological configuration of the ground. The out
crop of the basalt shows the indications.
2290. Are these deep leads anything like the deep leads in Victoria ? Yes, partly. Ballarat halted for 
a time, after being successful, and then they worked favourably under the basalt.
2291. Are you alluding now to the Baldanabin ? I am speaking generally.

2292.
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2292. After years of hard work they proved great successes ? Yes.
2293. And paid handsomely ? Yes.
2294. And you think you have a similar country, which is likely to have a. similar result ? 
ground that the London’people are finding all this capital.

Mr,
T. F. Fletcher.

It is upon that 25 Mar., 1890.

Thomas Kennedy, Esq’’, sworn and further examined:—
2295. Chairman.'] You have heard the statement of Mr. Kouse—that, in his opinion, tho line to Duhho T’
should not go near Gulgong, but at the hack of the Guntawang Estate. Do you know anything of that ^_
survey? I have been on the road, and I know it pretty well. in 25 Mar., 1890.
2296. Would it be an easier country from the river, than the line under the consideration of the Com- ’
mittee ? The summit level would not be so great. It would be easier to construct.
2297. With easier earthworks? ISlo ; the earthworks are not heavy upon this line through Gulgong. .
2298. The distance, I presume, would be shorter than going through Gulgong. To go through Gulgong 
it is necessary to make a detour is it not ? Yes, I should say about 1J mile. This would be only in case 
of going to Dubbo; if to Coonamble, the distance would only be about 1 mile.
2299. Do you think that detour is justified with the view of giving Gulgong railway communication ? I
think so. . . . ,
2300. You think that you are justified in going H mile further, for the purpose of giving direct access by
railway to Gulgong ? Yes. ... .
2301. Mr. Humpheryi] What would be the difference in the cost of construction, if the line were taken 
by way of Guntawang? It would only be the same per mile. It would make £8,000 or £10,000 
difference.

“2302. Would the compensation to be paid be very great if aline were constructed through Gulgong, near 
the Magazine ? No ; there are only a few paddocks between Gulgong and Eeedy Creek.. _
2303. So that the probability is that £12,000 would cover the increased cost of construction? I think so.
2304. And give facilities to the residents of the town of Gulgong? Yes. ....
2305. What would be the cost of constructing a branch line from Gulgong to meet this line if it were 
constructed as suggested from the Guntawang Road ? Between £5,000 and £6,000 a mile.
2306. What would be the cost of the branch line to cut the suggested line past Guntawang ? £15,000 to
£20,000.
2307. So that it would cost more to construct a branch line from here to Guntawang than to carry the
line as proposed through Gulgong ? Yes. . _ . ’
2308.. Chairman.] If the line Mr. Rouse referred to were constructed, with a branch to Gulgong, it would 
be much steeper than 1 in 80 ;—where is your summit level ? About 85 miles from here. They have got 
1 in 40 on the trial survey by way of Guntawang. _ '
2309. Did we understand you, when giving evidence previously, to say that the survey to Wellington, 
which you are engaged on, is likely to be a somewhat difficult one ? Yes; 15 or 16 miles will be through 
rough country.
2310. Necessitating tunnels to keep the grades you have on the other line? Yes ; at least two tunnels.

Mr. John Tuxford, sworn and further examined:—
2311. Chairman!] I understand you desire to amend certain portions of your evidence ? Yes, in regard T^ford.
to the value of land. I understood Mr. O’Sullivan was referring to outside land. I stated that it was ' _ A __ ^ 
worth the Government price—that is the selectors’ price ; but of course I was not aware of the inside 25Mar., 1890. 
land. _ .
2312. What do you call outside, and what do you call inside ? It is outside land at a distance of 2 J miles 
or 3 miles.
2313. You think it would be worth £1 per acre—the Government price? Yes.
2314. What do you think the land inside would be worth? Erom £2 to £3 per acre.
2315. I suppose there is not much of that inland left? Yes, there is a good deal.
2316. And the outside land is worth £1 per acre, and the inside land £2 to £3 an acre ? Yes.

PARLIAMENTARY
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Railway from Mudgee to Gulgong.

SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

APPENDIX.

A.
Statement oe Passenger and Pabcels Teaeeio between Mudgee and G-uigong, eeom 1st Januaby to 31st

December, 1889.

John Barry’s Line of Mail Coaches.

Date. Passengers Fares. Parcels. Date. Passengers Fares. Parcels.

1889.
January 1 ....................

£ s. d. £ s. d.
0 11 6
0 12 0
0 10

1889. £ s. d. 
0 14 0 
10 0

£ s. d.

„ 2 .................... Q 4
„ 3 .................... 2 0 12 0 1 9. 0 10 0

0 5 0 
n p n

0 1 0
„ 4 .................... 6 1 16 0 .. 13 1
„ 5 .................... 5 15 0 0 11 6 14 i 0 2 0

0 2 0„ 6 .................... 2 j 0 9 0 .. 16
„ 7 .................... 1 0 6 0 0 10 9, 0 10 0

0 10 0„ 8 .................... ■ 2 0 12 0
j
j 10 9,

„ 9 .................... 5 18 6 0 6 9 .. 20 0 4 8
0 2 0
0 3 6

„ 10 ................... 5 1 10 6 0 8 0
0 13

9,1 l 0 5 0
» 11 ................... 1 0 4 0 , 22
„ 12 .................... 1 0 6 0 0 6 0 .. 23 1 0 4 0
„ 13 ..................... 1 0 6 0 0 2 0 . 2A 0 2 0

0 2 0„ 14 .................... 3 0 18 0 0 10 .. 26
15 ..................... 1 0 3 0 0 5 5 .. 27 1 0 5 0

„ 16 ..................... 6 0 18 0 0 4 6 .. 28 0 4 7
0 8 0
0 16

„ 17 ..................... 1 0 3 0 0 2 6 .. 20 1 0 6 0
„ 18 ..................... 0 8 3

0 16 
nil

21 0 5 0
„ 19 ..................... 1 0 3 0
„ 20 ..................... 33 7 3 6 2 2 9
„ 21 ..................... 0 10
„ 23 ..................... o n
„ 24 ............... 0 5 7 0 10

0 2 0
0 10
0 6 0 
n 2 n

„ 25 ..................... 5 0 15 0 *i 3
„ 26 ..................... 6 0 19 6 0 10 .. 4
», 27 ..................... 1 0 3 0 K 1 0 5 0

0 10 0
0 10 0
0 5 0

„ 28 ..................... 1 0 3 0 . 6 9
„ 29 ..................... 3 0 9 0 .. 7 , 9,

„ 30 ..................... 0 2 4
0 2 0

. Q 1
„ 31 ..................... 2 0 6 0 ii ^ 0 7 11

0 10 0
0 5 061 13 15 6 4 19 2 „ 12......................... i 0 4 8

February 1 .....................
J> •L'*......................
„ 14......................... i 0 5 0

3 0 8 0 0 3 0 .. 16 0 16
0 8 7„ 2.................... 0 3 6 17 2 0 10 0

0 7 '63..................... 4 0 11 0 .. 18 2
„ 5..................... 2 0 4 6 0 2 1 .. 19 0 4 0

7..................... 1 0 3 0 0 5 9 T1 21 3 0 15 0
0 18 0
1 5 n

8..................... 2 0 6 0 0 6 1 .. 22 4
59.................. 3 0 7 6 0 2 0 . 24. 0 2 1

0 2 0
0 4 10
0 2 0
0 4 10 
o 5 n

„ 11..................... 1 0 3 0 . 26 2 0 10 0
„ 12..................... 5 0 13 0 0 2 6 .. 26 ..

13..................... 1 0 3 0 0 3 3 .. 27
„ 14..................... 3 0 9 0 0 3 1 ^ 28

15..................... 0 1 10 . 30
„ 16..................... 1 0 3 0

0 9 0
0 2 1

„ 17..................... 3 o i O 6 15 6
„ 19..................... 0 K 0
„ 20......................
,, 21......................

i
5

0 3 0
0 12 0

Oil
0 2 7 1 0 5 0 0 2 0 

040„ 22..................... 1 0 3 0 2 ...
„ 24..................... 0 3 6 2 1 0 5 0

0 5 0
0 10 0
0 10 0

0 3 6
0 11 1„ 28..................... 2 0 6 0 . 4. l

38 5 4 0 2 8 4
» v ......................
„ 7.......................... 2 0 14

1 10 0
March 1 ......................

>> ®......................
„ 9 ...... .................. 0 14

3 0 9 0 0 7 6 . 10 l n 5 n 0 1. 0
0 8 6
0 6 6
0 4 9

„ 3 ......................... 5 0 15 0 .. 11 .
„ 6 ......................... 1 0 5 0 4

2
0 15 6
0 10 0„ 7 .......................... 4 0 16 6 .. 14.
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. Date. ] ’asscngers Fares. Parcels. Date. ! Passengers Fares. Parcels.

1889. £ s. a. £ 6. a. 1889. £ s. a. £ s. a.
0 3 0 i 0 5 0 0 3 1

^ Ifi .. . . 0 16 7, 22..................... i 0 5 0
1'7 . ... 2 0 10 0 

1.00
0 2 6 " 23..................... 2 0 10 0 Oil

IR . 4 0 10 6
0 2 0

24..................... 0 7 0
90 " 25..................... 0 10
91 1 0 5 0 0 10 '' 26..................... 0 10
99 1 0 5 0 0 9 7

0 7 0
'' 28*................... 0 3 6

. 23 . . " 29..................... 0 2 6
24 4 12 6 0 6 6 " 30..................... 0 16
2fi 0 2 6 " 31..................... 0 10

1 0 5 0» ..............................
}, 28 .............................. 0 4 6 13 2 15 6 2 12 5

2 0 10 0,) A* ..............................
„ 30 ............................ 0 9 0
' 31 . 0 2.0 0 5 3

^ 4 1 0 6 0 0 9 6
36 8 13 0 5 10 7 0 1 0

1 0 5 0 0 3 3
„ 7 ............ 1 0 2 6 0 6 0

2 0 10 0 0 2 0 8 ............ 1 0 5 0 0 7 6
2 ... 2 0 10 0 „ 10 ............ 0 2 1
3 1 0 5 0 11 ............ 0 3 7

.. 4. .......................... 0 4 6 " 12 ............ 1 0 6 6 0 6 10
ft 1 0 5 0 0 2 0 „ 13 ............ 2 0 10 0

!, 6 ... ... 0 2 6 14 ............ 1 0 5 0 0 2 4
. ^7 1 0 5 0 „ 16 ............ 0 10

R 0 7 6 17 ............ 0 3 7
1 0 5 0 0 10 j, 18 ............ 0 4 0

10 1 0 5 0
0 15 0

” 20 ............ 0 5 3
. 11 ........................... 3 ", 21 ........... 2 0 10 0 0 3 3

12 2 0 8 0 0 4 1 
Oil

„ 22 ............ Oil
. 13 ................. " 24 ............ 1 0 3 0 0 4 10

' 14 ........................ 2 0 10 0 0 16 „ 25 ............ 3 0 11 0 0 3 0
1 ft 2 0 10 0

0 5 0
0 3 6 „ 26 ............ 3 0 15 0

„ 16.............................. i 0 10 28 ............ 1 0 5 0 0 3 3
19 ....................... o 6 n „ 30 ............ 1 0 4 0 0 7 6

6
1

16 6
0 4 0

0 7 0
0 10

)» ..................................
„ 23.............................. 19 4 70 4 4 1
}> ^9..............................
„ 28 ........................... 3 0 14 0 0 11 9

27..................... 0 5 6 0 13
'! 28............................. 1 0 5 0 0 2 0 „ 2 .............. 3 0 12 6 0 2 6

29 1 0 4 0 0 8 1 „ 3 ................. 0 2 8
" 4 3

2
0 15 0 0 3 0

31 7 6 6 3 14 11 „ 6 ................. 0 10 0 0 10
R 1 0 5 0
9 ............ 0 0 9

July 1.............................. 0 16 „ 10 ................. i 0 4 0 0 2 6
. 9, ... ................... 2 0 7 6 0 3 6 „ 12 ................. i 0 5 0 0 4 0
. 3 .......................... 0 3 9 „ 13 ................ 3 0 10 6 0 4 11

4 ...... 1 0 5 0 0 4 11 „ 15 ................. 1 0 4 0 0 4 6
5 ............................. 0 6 0 i6 ................. 2 0 10 0 0 2 0
fi.............................. 2 0 10 0 0 6 6 „ 17 ................. 3 0 11 6 0 9 9
>7 1 0 5 0 0 3 10 " 18 .............. 0 10
9 ... 2 0 10 0

0 5 0
'' 19 ................. 0 14

10 ............... ..... 1 ’020 20 ................. 1 0 10 0 3 0
11 .. 1 0 5 0 0 2 7 „ 22 ........ 0 2 1j> ................................ .
12 0 3 7 " 23 ................. 0 5 5
13 . . 3 0 13 6 " 24 ................. 2 0 6 6 0 2 0
14 . 0 2 0 „ 25 ................. 0 6 9
16............................. 2 0 10. 0 0 5 7 " 26 ................. 1 0 5 0 0 3 0

.. 17 ........................... 0 6 6 „ 27 ................. 1 0 5 0 0 4 0
IR 2 0 10 0 0 2 0 3, 28 ................. 0 2 6
20 .................... 1 0 5 0 0 4 3 " 29 ............... 2 0 10 0 0 3 0

. 21'........................... 0 16 " 30 ................. 1 0 5 0 0 2 6
22 ....................... 0 3 6 „ 31 ................. 2 0 10 0 0 2 0

0 10 0 0 11 0
0 9 0 
n Ain

24 ........................... 30 6 10 0 3 17 5
»i .......................
„ 26............................. 2 0 10 0 0 5 2
'! 27 .................... 2 0 10 0 0 3 1 1 0 5 0 0 2 0

30 * 0 13 3 „ 2 ............ 0 3 6
. 31............................. 0 10 " 3 ............ 1 0 5 0 0 4 3

4 2 0 10 0 0 6 0
24 5 16 0 5 10 10 5 ............ i 0 5 0 0 4 0

0 3 6
„ 7 ........... i 0 5 0 0 3 0

1 0 5 0 '' 8 ........... 0 4 3
2 .. .. 0 6 3 " 9 ........... 2 0 10 0 0 6 0
3 ............ 3 0 15 0 0 3 6 „ 10 ........... 1 0 5 0 0 2 3
4 1 0 5 0 „ 11 .......... 0 3 6
ft ... 1 0 16 12 ........... 1 0 5 0 0 4 0
6 0 10 13 .......... 0 4 2

10 ........... 0 5 7 " 14 ........... 1 0 5 0 0 3 9
14 0 3 1 „ 15 .......... 2 0 10 0j> ......................... . • •
1ft ........... 1 0 5 0 0 4 0 " 16 .......... 1 0 5 0 0 5 0
16 .............. 2 0 4 0 0 13 „ 17 ........... 0 6 0

. IR.... ............ 0 3 0 j, 18 .......... 2 6 10 0 0 4 0
20 . ..... 0 3 1 . „ 19 ........... 1 0 5 0 0 3 0

X............ - v .. \ •- • .. • — ijil-.
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Date. Passengers Fares. Parcels. Date. Passengers Fares. Parcels.

1889.
November 20 ............

„ 21 .............. i

£ s. d.

6’"s' 6
£
0

s.
2

d.
0

1889.
December 9.........

n
3

£ 8. 
0 10

d.
0

£
0

s. d.
G 0

„ 22 ................. 0 5 3 12... .
13 ..........
14 ............
Ifi

0
0„ 23 ............

„ 24 .............
2 0 10 0 0

0
o

6
8
3

0 » ”6 io" 
0 7

1 0
11 3

1 0 5 0 9
a

„ 28 ............. 1 0 5 0 17 . ... o 7 1
„ 27 ............... o 4* 3 18 , 12 6
„ 28 .............. 0 3 0 20 1 0 4

0 12
0 5
0 10
0 15

„ 29 ............... o 3 1 20 3
1

0
1

A. 7

„ 29 .............. 2 0 12 6 0 i 0 a 21............... 0 12 0

24 6 2 6 5 8 9
it

24............... 3 o 0 5 6**
6 8
1 3

>> JiO..........
26 ..............

0 5 0 0
o

3 0 11 0 2 27 ...............
28

4 1 0
„ 2..................... 0 1 o

j)
3 io

„ 3 ............... 1 0 5 0 20 3 0 12
„ 4.................... 2 0 10 0 0 2 o 30
„ 5.................... o 3 o 31 1 0 1
„ 0.................. o 7 0

1„ 7................... o 2 34
„ «..................... 1 0 5 0 o 1 1

Rccairitulation.

Mudgeo to G-ulgong and intermediate stations.

Passengers. Fares. Carnage of Parcels.

1889. £ e. d. £ s. d.January ... ................ ............................................................ 61 13 15 6 4 19 2February .................................................................. , 38 5 4 0 2 8 4March ..................................................................................... 33 7 3 6 2 2 9.A pril ................................................................. ................. 28 6 15 6 3 4 11
1 36 8 13 0 5 10 7June .......................................................................................................... 31 7 6 6 3 14 11July ........................................................................................................ 21 5 16 0 5 11 10August ................................................. 13 2 15 6 2 12 5September........ ...................................................... 19 4 7 0 4 4 1October ......................................................................... 30 6 10 0 3 17 5November.............................................................................................. .. 21 6 2 6 5 8 9December .............................................................................................. 34 7 4 0 7 9 8

871 81 13 0 51 4 10
81 13 0

132 17 10
Buggy hire, &c., to and from Gulgong .................................................. an n n

Total .......................................... £162 17 10

Gulgong to Mudgee and intei mediate static ns.
1889.

January ....................................................... 66 15 6 0 3 8 6February...................................................... 40 5 16 0 1 16 0March.......................................................... 45 8 14 0 2 16April .................................................... . . 26 6 13 0 2 11 0May ................................................. . 31 8 2 0 2 3 0
June ............................................... 31 8 18 0 3 12 6
July ......................................................................................................... 27 6 11 0 4 12 6 ■August ............................................ 22 5 9 6 2 14 0
September ............................................................................................... 21 4 19 0 3 16 0October .................................................... 31 7 4 0 3 2 0November ...................................... 25 6 13 6 4 18 9December .............................. 28 6 8 0 2 13 0

396 90 14 0 37 8 9
90 14 0

Total .......................................... £128 2 9

Passengers. Fares. Parcels.

£ s. d. £ s. d.
Mudgee to Gulgong.............................. ...........  ..... . . 371 81 13 0 51 4 10
Gulgong to Mudgee...................................................... 396 90 14 0 37 8 9

172 7 0 88 13 7
Buggy hire to and from Gulgong ...................................................... 30 0 0

172 7 0

£291 0 7
- * - — -
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B.
\_To Evidence of Charles Zimmler, Esqf]

Number of Farms Situated within an Area of Ten Miles around Gulgong Railway Station.
1 Samuel Blackman. 64 Michael Rogers. 128 Charles Wilson.
2 Edwin Bond. 65 Frederick Ruith. 129 James Isbester.
3 E. M. Bowman. 66 Gustave Rothe. 130 C. Cluff.
4 Joseph Broglio. 67 Richard Rouse. 131 Thomas Cluff.
5 Robert Casburn. 68 Edwin Rouse. 132 John Copeland.
6 "Vincent Charivini. 69 Philip Schneider. 133 Thomas Copeland.
7 John Colgan. 70 Martin Schneider. 134 Dick Martin.
8 Patrick Considine. 71 Jacob Schneider. 135 James Cole.
9 Dennis Cooney. 72 John Searle. 136 Patrick Healey.

10 Joseph Crane. 73 John Smith. 137 James Kennedy.
11 James Curran. 74 James Smith. 138 E. O’Connell.
12 James Curren, junr. 75 George Smith. 139 Philip Flood.
13 Thomas Donoghue. 76 Jesse Smith. 140 Patrick Flood.
14 Michael Donoghue. 77 John Smith. 141 Phil Morgan.
15 Michael Duggan. 78 Thomas Smith. 142 M. Connors.
16 Francis Duggan. 79 John Snelson. 143 James Sharpe.
17 Hugh Duggan. 80 George Stott. , 144 J. Honeysette.
18 John Egan. 81 John Stott. 145 John Clarke.
19 Patrick Egan. 82 Patrick Sweeney. 146 J. Holly.
20 Edward Farry. 83 J ohn Tuxford. 147 Frank Morgan.
21 George Farthing. 84 Henry Upham. 148 John Mayberry.
22 William Finnigan. 85 John Wall. 149 W. Mayberry.
23 Henry Fitchen. 86 William Wesley. 150 Conrad Stoll.
24 Patrick W. Dunn. 87 John Williams. 151 — Hanslow.
25 Arthur F. Garling. 88 Joseph Williams. 152 B. Newson.
26 John Glazier. 89 Christopher Williardt. 153 Philip Morgan.
27 Peter Grady. 90 Joseph Williardt. 154 Thomas Freeman.
28 John Griffin. 91 John Winters. 155 George Vittrell.
29 James Gudgaon. 92 Thomas H. Woods. 156 R. Rouse, junr.
30 Arthur Crawford Garling. 93 John G. Woorth. 157 Thomas Tattersall.
31 John Glynn. 94 John.G. Woorth, junr. ' 158 John Callaghan.
32 John O’Halloran. 95 Samuel Bond. 159 George Rouse.
33 Patrick O’Halloran. 96 Henry See. 160 James Cunningham.
34 Michael Hickey. 97 Mrs. Carr. 161 Henry Cunningham.
33 Michael Hickey (Home Rule). 98 — Campbell, senr. 162 John Cunningham.
36 James Hollow. 99 — Campbell, junr. 163 George Rush.
37 William Hutchinson. 100 J. Davis. 164 — M'Goldric.
38 Mrs. Hutchinson, senr. 101 C. Maul. 165 Thomas Wright.
39 William Hawkins. 102 — Graham. 166 William Hughes.
40 Thomas Isbester. 103—4 J. Clarke. 167 James Gardner. - *
41 Abraham Kent. 105 Thomas Taylor. 168 William Lett.
42 Joseph Cameron. 106 William Taylor. 169 Mathew Homer, junr.
43 Joseph Cameron, junr. 107 John Taylor. 170 George Leeson.
44 Thomas Letheren. 108 Mrs. Cook. 171 John Golden.
45 Richard Letheren. 109 Joseph Wade. 172 John Drew.
46 Arthur M'Cauley. 110 Charles Wade. 173 Fred Cable.
47 Bernhard M'Cauley. Ill William Wade. 174 George Black.
48 Dominic M'Cauley. 112 Thomas Wade. 175 Richard Black.
49 Montague Marks. ' 113 Mrs. G. Spratford. 176 John Darwell.
50 Hugh Mathews. 114 James Buckley. 177 E. Webb.
51 David Miln. 115 W. Jackson. 178 W. Riley.
52 John Thomas Milne. 116 Thomas Jackson. 179 E. Kosbey.
53 James Miskin. 117 George Jackson. 180 H. Woods.
54 John T. Moir. 118 Thomas Butler. 181 Bernhard Noughten.
55 Patrick Morrissey. 119 William Watty. 182 B. M'Coy.
56 Fred Neff. 120 Sam Bennett. 183 W. Jones.
57 John W. Norris. 121 James Grimshaw. 184 Percy Lowe.
58 Sydney Norris. 122 — Burrows. 185 George Sager.
59 Owen O'Brien. 123 — Mansfield. 186 John A. Campbell.
60 Edward Payne. 124 C. Artz. 187 Benjamin L. Campbell.
61 Charles Ed. Payne.
62 JohnRigg.
63 Terence Rogers.

125 James Murphy.
126 — Dowera.
127 James "Wilson.

188 Antonio Gimelli.

C.
\_To Evidence of Sergeant Steeleh]

Statistics collected by the Police during the Month of January-, 1S90.

Where collected. Freehold. Under
Cultivation. Wheat. Hay. Other Crops

Gulgong .........................................................
Denison Town .............................................
Cobbora .........................................................
Mundooran.....................................................
Coolah............................................................
Wellington (within 20 miles of Gulgong)...

Totals .....................................

Acres.
35,329
61,014
38,356
99,091

109,033
15,398

Acres.
2,637
3,081
2,225
1,937

401
926

Acres.
1,854
2,260
1,145

911
300
785

Bushels. 
35,260 " 
30,370 
25,190 
25,266 
7,724 

12,760

Acres.
725
264
580
740

75
119

Tons.
987
446
70S

1,077
139
1S2

Acres.
1,058

567
500
286

26
22

358,221 11,207 7,255 136,570 2,503 3,539 2,459

This does not include any statistics collected by Cassilis Police, embracing a large area having a trade connection 
with Gulgong, viz., Uarbry, Uhlan, Sportsman’s Hollow, &c., extending to within 3 miles of Gulgong ; also, no statistics 
are included from Biragambil Estate.

GEO. STEELE,
C. Zimmler, Esq., Gulgong. Sergeant.

_____________ Statistics

35 (a)—I
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Statistics collected by the Police during the Month of January, 1S90.

Where collected. Horses. Sheep. Pig'S. Cattle.

Gulgong........................................................................ 1,103 21,755 520 1,794
Denison Town ............................................................. 920 07,660 460 2,084
Cobbora......................................................................... 795 102,610 169 2,268
Mundooran ................................................................. 1,174 100,000 226 1,978
Coolah ......................................................................... 258 485,915 207 1,104
Wellington (■within 20 miles of Gulgong) .............. 342 13,316 116 498

Totals...................... ............... 4,592 791,256 1,698 9,726

This does not include any statistics collected by Cassilis Police, embracing a large area having a trade connection with 
Gulgong, viz., Uarbry, Uhlan, Sportman’s Hollow, &c., extending to within 3 miles of Gulgong; also, no statistics are 
included from Biragambil Estate. .

GEO. STEELE,
C. Zimmler, Esq., Gulgong. Sergeant.

D.
[To Evidence of Robert Heard, Esq., Mayor of Gulgong.']

Statistical Information for Year ending 3rd February, 1890.

Borough or Municipal District of Gulgong.
Estimated population .................................................................................................................................................. 2,000
Estimated number of dwellings .......................................................................................................... ........ ............... 380

£ s. d.
Amount of rate levied in the pound—ordinary ....................   0 I 0
Capital value of fee-simple of unimproved lands........................................................................................................ 12,000 0 0
Fair average annual rental of buildings, cultivated lands, &c., upon which rates are struck ...............   7,780 0 0
Estimated capital value of all property in the Municipality.................................................................................... 87,000 0 0
^Receipts from ordinary rates...............     307 17 8

Government.....................................   191 13 3
Other sources ............................................................................................................................ ;....... 13 12 6
Total receipts, exclusive of loans ................................................................................................  513 3 5
Loans .................................................................................................................................................. 2,000 0 0

^Expenditure—Salaries and office expenses.............................. ................................................................................. 175 6 6
For public works .......... ........................................................................................ :.......................... 467 10 4
Miscellaneous.....................................................................................................................  155 15 7
Interest on loans (not including interest or repayment of overdraft, which should be placed

under “ Miscellaneous”) ........................................................................................................... 60 0 0
Total expenditure ............................................................................................................................... 801 2 1

Assets at date of balancing (including outstanding rates and all property belonging to the Municipality,
excepting streets and Municipal buildings) .........................................................   2,349 4 11

Liabilities at date of balancing (excepting outstanding loans, but including overdraft, if any) ....................... 20 0 0
Outstanding loans, if any.............................................................................................................................................. 2,000 0 0
Bate of interest, outstanding loans ......... ...................... ......................................................................................... 6 per cent.
Total extent of roads and streets made...................................................................................... ................................ 55 miles.

Do do unmade...................................................................................................... ............ 19 ,,
Estimated value of made roads and streets. (This is the estimated sum which would require to be expended

to construct the roads and streets in their present condition.)........................................................................ £7,800
Estimated value of Town Hall or Municipal Buildings, if the property of the Council...................................... Leasehold.

ROBT. W. HEARD, Mayor.
5th March, 1890.

* These amounts should be exclusive of balances brought forward, deposits on contracts, bank overdrafts, &c.

[Two plans.]

Sydney : Chaales Potter, Government Printer.—1890.
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1890.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

GOULBUM AND CR00KWELL RAILWAY BILL;
(MESSAGE No. S.)

Ordered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 12 June, 1890.

Message No. 8.
CARRINGTON,

Governor.

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constitution Act the 
Governor recommends, for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly, the expediency of making 
provision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to sanction the construction of a 

line of Railway from Goulburn to Crookwell.

Government House,
Sydney, 12</t June, 1890.

[3« 309—
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1890.

Legislative Assembly.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CULCAIRN TO GOEOWA RAILWAY BILL.
(MESSAGE No. 9.)

Ordered, by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 12 June, 1890.

Message No. 9.CARRINGTON,
Governor.

In accordance with the provisions contained in the 54th section of the Constitution Act, the 
Governor recommends, for the consideration of the Legislative Assembly, the expediency of making pro
vision to meet the requisite expenses in connection with a Bill to sanction the construction of a line of 
Railway from Culcairn to Corowa.

Government House,
Sydney, 12i/t June, 1890.

im 310—
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